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E. 
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Elections. (See President and Vice President.) 
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bill for the relief of 16, 34, 75, 139, 144 
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Emmons, Uriah, bill for the relief of the execu- 
tors of - - . V . .332 
Evans, George, of Maine 1, 6, 11, 19, 16, 34, 31 
35, ^, 67, 75, 93, 98, 105, 113, 134, 138 
144, 154, 155, 171, 179, 211, 213, 237, 238 
343, 244, 266, 267, 276, 378, 287, 391, 395 
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remarks conecmuig the annexation of Tex- 
as - - - 127, 359, 369 
remarks on the resolution eoncening the 
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remarks on the postage bill - 257, 958 

remarks on the bill for the establishment 
of the Smithsonian institute - -165 

Fowler, Jacob, and Eliston Williams, bill grant- 
ing them pensions • - - 39 
Fulton, Robert, bill for the relief of the heirs 
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Hundngton, J.W.,ofCora»scticut,l, 8, 13, 16, 31 
^, 43, 44, 48, 67, 76, 76, 78, 93, 94, 99 
104, li3, ide, 157, 161, 179, 195, 204, 212 
319 233 338' 244, 954, 260, 264, 367, 270 
973 276, 2^. 295, 302, 313. 319, ^ 
397: 338, 341. 365, 367, 369. 3^. |3.^ 
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joint resolution for the appointment of a 
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remarka on the biU for the eatabhahment of 
the Smithsenian institution - • 117 
Morrell, Elisha, bill for the relief of, the edonn- 

iatrator of Joaeph Icard, d eeea a ed, 370, 393 
MoRia, Joaeph, bill ftnr the rebef of, 138, 144, 966 
Morse'a electro-magnetic telegraph, bill for the . , 
extenaion of thSk from wutimore to New 
Yorii - - - 398, 341, 866 

appropriation to keep it in opemion b^ 
tween Waahington and Baltimore • 366 
N. 
Naturalization hiws, remarka concerning a mod- 
ification of the, by 
Mr. Allen - • > 39, 808 



Naturalization 1 
Mr.AvolMr 
Mr. BaiTien 
BIr. 
Mr. 

Mr. FaaMr.'of Ifew Tork 
Mr.Manidc 
Mr. RiTea 



•89,37,803 
- 84,303 

- 37 

- 34 

- 34 

- 84 

- 33 



Naturalization laws, naohitian and petitioa 

concerning a modificatioa of Iha, 39, 38, 43 

67 

b(tttoamaiidthe,ofihaUailadtetaa -195 

report of the Jadieiary Coonnitle on mM- 

ralizatioo and the e l e ct ion hiws • - 389 

Naval Afiairs, Committee on - • -19 

inatmctiona to the - - • 93, 350 

billa reported from the Committee on, 16, 94 

47, &, 134, 156, 195, 919, 990, 966, 978, 391 

309 
reporta, Ac., 138, 978, 996, 338, 356, 375 

Navy Department, communieationa from the, 19, 37 
47,99,161,194.939,970 
NaTal depot at Memjdiis, Tenneeaee, bill m re- 
paid to the - - - -195 
jout raaolaiion eoaeeniiy tha, 904, 919, 9SS 

809 
reaoarica by** 
Mr. Foater, ofTennissea • 904, 905 

Mr. Brawn - . . . 90s 

Natal schools, bill proridinr tor the eaUUiah- 

■Matof - - - 18, 198, Ml 

Naral asrrice of the United Stalas, bill torego- 

ktaforlou^sintba, 13,19,94,89,44 

pay of engineers in ateaia wsiila, in the - 890 
joint reaohitioD eonaarning the relativa rank 

of certain offlearsB the - -138 

the Dislriet of Cotumbia^ |i»opoftian of 

achokrs and aoprentieee in the - - 390 

bill aathetizing uia appointuant of aaaial- 
aat suigaona and aaaiatant pnrsera in the, 134 

819,373 
remarks on, by— 
Btr.Cri^ate • • 919,990,979 

Mr. Bayaid ... 919, 379 
Mr. Buchanan - • • .979 

bill to amend the act entided an act to pro- 
ride for the enlistment of boys in the, 
and to extend the term of enliatment of 
seamen - • .166,919,919,938 

bin to amtad the act entitled an aet making 
utpropriationa for the naval serviee for 
Os flscal year endinrSOih Juae, 1845, 195 

800,303 
bill making appropriation for the support 
of the - . - . "^So, 391 

Neely,Samqal, bmfortherelirfof - -338 

New Hampahire, bill for the aetttlement of the 

ebdroa of, againat the United Statee 8, 13 

inatmctiona fimn the legialatttra of 43, 99 

resolutions of the legislature of - -93 

New Jersey legislature, uatntetioaa from the, 194 

333 
New Orleans, bUl for the u>pointnieot of an ad- 

dittomu inspector or the customs at, 938, 959 
New York. (See courts.) 

legislature, instructions irom . - 306 

Newspapers to senatora - - - 1 

Nilea, John M., of CouMctient, 1, 19, 66, 67, 73, 93 

96, 99, 134, 18ail4, 145, 157, 937, 356, 966 

^r 979, 918, 995, 397 

remarka concerning the depoaites of the 

public moneya • - - - 43 

remarka on the Cumberland road bill - 171 
remarks on the bill to grant land to Indiana 
to complete the Wahaah and Erie canal, 79 

80 
remarka on the postage bill, 906, 914, 934, 938 

939, 953, 357 
reaolationa b^ - ^ - 19, 43, 99 

Nonrse, Joaeph, bill authoriziflp the settfement 

of theaecoonta of - • -911 



Ofiancea against die United Scalaa, bill farther 

to provide for the puniahment of, 904, 350 
Ohio legislature, reaoiution of instroetiona 

ft^m - - - 134,171,978 

Ohio river, ooncemiiy the im p rov em ent of - 391 
Oregon, calla eonoermng - 17,90 

remarka eoncening, by- 
Mr. Archer . - 90, 138, 144, 155 
Mr. Allen - - 90, 138, 144 
Select Committee on - • 49, 145 
reeolution reported by the Select Committee 
on, to letmuMta the joint oeeupaney of - 198 



Oregon — 

bill to otgMize the government of the Ter- 

riwryof. 38,48,145,238,956,287,387 
remarks by- 



Mr. Aieher 
Mr. Allen 
Mr. Atchison 
Mr. Crittenden • 
Mr. Evana 
Mr. Huntington • 
Mr. Woodbury 



-387 

-387 

-387 

-387 

887, 388 

' 388 

388 



propoailion from Pickaway county, Ohio, 

eonewning .... m 

instructions Bom the legisUture of Indiaaa 

coneemine .... 337 

instructions from the legndature ef Maine 

concerning .... 97X^ 

the inairuetions to the United Staiae minis- 
tsr to England relathre to . • 313 

Oregott. California, and the oAer Territoiiea on 
the natthweat coast of America, bill au- 
thorizing the purehaae of certain copiee 
of the history of - - 904, 911, 367, 270 

remarks by^ 
Mr.AUen - - -970,971 

Mr. An^ - . . .971 

Mr.Cboate • . . -970 

Orphan Asylam and Female School in Alexan- 
dria, biH for tha teUaf of the, 198, 138, 156 
Owen, Robert Dale, resolution for printing the 

geological rmort of - - - 803 

Owena, John R., of Alabama, bill for the relief 

oftheaoretiesof - - -98 

P. 

FUenta and the Patent Office, Comniittee on • 19 

bills reported from the • - - 889 

instruetioos to the - • - - 69 

PateaU. (See land patanta. See Commia- 

aioner.) 
Fhupera and criminala, foreign, concerning - 48 
Pay of the army of tlie United Statee, bill to 

regulate the, Ac. - 303, 349, 891 

Pay of offiosra in the revenue-cutter senrioe 
while serving in the navy of the United 
Stataa, bill to increase the, 19,94,43,93,199 
remarks by — 

Mr. Bavard . - - - 139 

Mr. Crittenden - - -139 

Mr. Dayton • - - - 189 

Mr. Woodbridge - 139 

Mr. Woodbury - • - 189 

Pea Pktch islsnd, bill to settle the title to the, 13, 16 

39,44,48 

Peaiee, James A., of Maryland, 9, 16, 94, 89, 38 

39, 43, 107, 139, 155, 161, 179, 194, 904, 911 

937,350,356,359,867 

remarits on the bdl to eontrm to the heira 

ef Julian Dubuque a certain bmd claim, 173 

179 

resolutions by - - - - 356 

PenaionB, Committee on - - - 19 

instructions to the - • - • 198 

billa reported from the, 39, 75, 98, 195, 97 

906,996,338,365 

reports from, 198,188,195,933,338,966,803 

•^ 306,339,375,378 

Pensions, naval, bill making ^iprepriatien for 

thepaymentof - - 996,308,890 

PeMiena to wilows and orphana of naval offi- 
een, seameo, and marinea, bill to eonaol 
idale and amend the acta in relation to, 38, 47 

94,99 
bill for reelricting the granting of penaiona 

to widowa .... 987 

bin for the renewal of certain naval, 47, 134 

139 
Fenaion agents, bill making compensation to, 75, 156 

161 

Pensioners for the fiscal Tear ending 30th June, 

1845, joint reeolution exi^anatory of the 

act for the payment of revolutionary 

and other • - -89,48,69 

^^ act makiog uypropriation for the payment 

B of revolutionary and other pensaoner s of 

^ the United Sutes for the yearendiiy 

30th June, 1846 - - 919,967 

PeAina, Robert, UU for the relief of - - 334 

Perryetarg. (See land litlea.) 

Pheloe, Sanraol, of Vermont, 1, 16, 31, 35, 43, 113 

133, ni, 904, 315, 890, 266, 968, 970, 390 

339,397 
remarks on the bill to confirm to the heirs 

of Julian Dubuque a certain land chum - 973 
remarks on tkipoetage bin, 990, 934 93^SBS 
resolutionB vf - - S4, 38, « 
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PhaiiM, NaUmniel, bill for the relief of - 220 

PorUrTA. S., of Michigan, 2, 31, 62, 73, 156, 232 
233, 256, 278, 291 , 341, 376, 377, 391 
Kinarki on the bill remitting dutiea on cer- 
tain railKMtd iron to the State of Michi- 
gan - • - 341,349,350 
reaolutions bjr - - - 134, 257 
Poata^e, bill U> reduce the rates of, and to r«gu- 

iate the franking privilege, 12, 49, 93, 145 

156, 195, 205. 212, 220, 234, 238, 252, 257 

260,261,351,375,390,391 

remarks by 



Mr. Ashley - 
Mr. Allen - 
Mr. Atherlon 
Mr. Breese 
Mr. Budianan, 
Mr. Ba^y, 



Mr. Benton - 

Mr. Berrien - 

Mr. Bayard - 

Mr. Crittenden 

Mr. Dayton - 

Mr. Dickinson 

Mr. Foster, of New York 

Mr. Foster, of Tennessee 

Mr. Huger - 

Mr. Hannegao 

Mr. Haywood 

Mr. Huntington, 



2.35,238,239,260,375 

240, 248, 252 

- 257, 258 

- 213 

214, 234, 248, 252, 257 

215, 220, 221, 234, 239, 257 

375, 376 

239, 252, 257, 258, 376 

253, 254, 260 



Mr. Jarnagio 
Mr. Johnson 



376 

- 214, 258 

- 253 

- 375, 376 

- 257, 258 

- 260, 261 
253, 257, 258 

- 260 

- 375, 376 
206,212,234,239,240 

252,253,254 

- 220, 234 

- 257, 258 
Mr. Merrick, 195, 205, 206, 212, 213, 214 

220, 221, 234, 238, 239, 240, 248, 252 
253, 254, 257, 258, 260, 861, 264, 375 

376 
Mr. Miller ... sj06, 212 
Mr. McDuffie ' - - 268, 264 

Mr. KUes, 206,214, 234, 238, 239, 253 

257 
Mr.Phelpe - - 220,234,238,253 

Mr. Simmons, 206,212, 213, 238, 240, 248 
253, 257, 9i)8, 263, 264, 376 
Mr. Sevier - - . 375, 376 

Mr. Woodbury, 206, 213, 239, 241), 253 
258, 260, 376 
Mr. Woodbridge ... 375 
the deficit caused by this bill to be paid out 
of the treasury . - . . - sgg 

Postmaster General of the United States, bill 
regulating the appointment of assiutants 
to the - - - 13,16,114,330 

jomt resolution authorizing the Poetmaster 
General to contract with railroad compa-- 
nies, in certain cases, for carrying the 
moil without advecliaing for proposals, 128 

138 
calls upoathe, by resolution, 93, 134, 171, 179 

204 

communications from the, 31, 144, 101, 260 

Post Offic* and Post Roads, Committee on the, 12 

390 
reports from - . . . ]]5 

instructions to - - 67, 75, 79, 349 

bills reported from the, 93, 128, 138, 144, 219 
„ „^ „ 2:i7, 276, 278, 287, 295 

Post Office Department, bill making appropria- 
tion for the, for tlie year endnig 30th 
June, 1846 - - 219,244,267 

Post routes, the bill for the establishment of 

certain - - 378,383,391 

Pre-emptions, bill supplemental to the act of 
the 4Ui February, 1841, to permit the, 
to enter quarter sections of the public 
lands . - 
bill supplemental to the net entitled An act 
appropriating the proceeds of the sales 
' of the public lands, and to grant pre- 
emption riKhjs - • - - 212 
President of the United ftliates, the annual mes- 
sage of the - - . 2 Ifi 
communications from the, 16, 48, 172,238, 24: 

S.'.e, 2.57, 287, 316" 
message from the, concerning the instruc- 
tions to . the United Suites minister to 
bngland relative to Oregon - - 313 

committee of the Senate to wait on the, &c. 393 
resolutions, calling upon the, f«r informa- 
tion, 8, 11, 12, 17, 19, 20, 24, .3.-,, 43, 43, 75 

p -A . ?V^°^ ^*1 ^^' ^^! *^' ^^' 29«. 341 
Prerident of the United States elect, James K. 

Polk, proceedings connected with his 

installation ... ^87 291 



62 



■4* 



President of the United States — 

installation and inaugural address of, 397,398 
President and Vice President, bill regulating 

the time for electing the electon of, SS, 62 

139, 145 
committee to count the voteji for, and the 
proceeding thereon, &c., 234, 243, 356, 276 

291 
President pro tetn. of the Senate, allowed sala- 
ry of Vice President - - - 389 
thanks to - - - - - 393 
valedictory of the - - - - 393 
Princeton, resolutions of the city council of 
New York, of condolence and sympathy 
touching the disaster on board ths • 75 
Private land claims, Committee on - - 12 
bills reported from the • 62, 93, 171, 304 
Printing, Committee on - - - -12 
Public Buildings, Committee on - - 12 
bills reported from the - - . 195 
(See commissioner of.) 
Public Buiklings, concerning the construction 

of the - • • - 366, 391 

Public debt, bill providing for the payment of 

evidences of« in certain cases, 105, 113, 138 

212 

Public Lands, Committee on - • - 12 

instructions to the - • - 291 

bills reported from the, 47, 75, 171, 178, 260 

266, 378, 356 
reports from the - - 314,398,387 

bill to recognise the sale of the, in Louisi- 
ana, in certain cases • • 16, 38 
(See Illinois.) 
Public moseys, resolutions and remarks con- 
cerning the depositee of the, by 
Mr. Evans • - - '44 

Mr. Niles 43 

Public property, joint resolution aecnring a 

more perfect acoonntability of the, 75, 195 
Parsers. (See navy) 

Putney <& Kiddle, bdl for the relief of, S19, 350, 365 
Putnam, James, joint resolution authorizing 
the Secretary of War to test his plowing 
and dredging machine - 308, Xm, 328 

R. 
Railroads. ^See mails. See Postmaster General. 
See South Carolina Railrotul company. 
See Tennessee and Coosa.) 
Railroad iron, bill for ths remission of du- • 
ties on, to the State of Michigan, and 
eertflin raib-oad companies, 138, 272, 341, 350 

365 
bill for the remiuion of duty on, in cer- 
tain cases ... 268,270 
Ramsay, Joseph, bill for (he relief of, 93, 253, 334 
Rank oif officers. (See navy. ) 
Reports, the Globe, character of the • 144, 145 
Reeside, Mary, the administratrix of James,' 

remarks on her peiilioD for relief, 19,31 

bill for the relief of, - 32, 67, 79, 93 

remarks by — 
Mr. Buchanan • • - 79 

Mr. Merrick - - - - 79 

Mr. Tappan - ... -79 

Mr. Haywood - - - 79 

Revenue cntten. (See pay.) 
Revenue cutters and steamboats, bill relaline 

to, - ^5,93,104,319,238 

vetoed, - - ^ 316, 320, 332, 391 

Revenue, marine, bill to regulate the promotion 
and appointment of officers in the United 
States - - - 48, 75, 156, 161 

Revenue service, bill to prox'ide for the appoint' 
ment, and to rc^uhue the pay of en- 
gineers and assistant engineers in the 
United States revenue service, 44, 48, 75, 93 

99 
Recervatinns. (See Ii^nn re.iervations. See 
Arkar.sjs.) 9 
till authorizing persons to whom reserva- 
tions of land have been made under In- 
dian treaties, to alienate the same in fee, 139 

161 
Resolutions — 

by Mr. Allen - - - 17, 20 

by Mr. Archer - - 240, 278, 350 

by Mr. Ashley, 32, 48, 134, 171, 194, 204, 237 
244, 278, 349, 365 
by Mr. Atchison - - - . 128 

by Mr. Bagby - - 24, 75, 278, 308 

by Mr. Barrow - - 38, 43, 62, 67, 238 

by Mr. Bates - • , - .48 

by Mr. Benton 8, 11, 17, 19, 39, 43. 75, 79 
by Mr Berrien - - . 75, 320 



- 967,^0, 392, S96 

- . - 198 
•43,48,63,270,987 

75, 156, 291 
— 309 

- 33 
390 

67,277 

,349 

93 

1, 179, 997 

'9, 195, 204 

67, 75, 98 

35(5, 391, 296 

365 

• 16 

134, 270, 287 

115,334,341 

- 19,43,99 

- 350 
4,33,43 
134,257 

- 12 
74,78,138,320 

- 212,233,356,389 

79, 389 

75, 204, 293, 296, 303 

12, 79, 128, 134, 341 

12 
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Resolutions — 
by Mr. Breese 
by Mr. Buchanan - 
by Mr. Cboate 
by Mr. Crittenden 
by Mr. Dayton 
by Mr. Dickinson ' 
by Mr. Evi 
by Mr. Fi^ 
by Mr. Fosl 
by Mr. Hendei 
by Mr.Huntin 
by Mr. Jamagii 
by Mr. Johnson, 
104, 105, 113, 

by Mr. McDuffie 
by Mr. Merrick • 
by Mr. Miller 
by Mr. Niles 
by Mr. Pearce 
by Mr. Phel, a 
by Mr. Porter 
by Mr. Rives 
by Mr. Sevier 
by Mr. Walker - 
by Mr. White 
by Mr. Woodbridge, 
by Mr. Woodbury, 
Rsirenchment, committee on 
Revolutionary doiros, committee on • -12 

bills reported from - 156, 360, 291 

reports from the, 156, 178, 195, 311,260,991 

396,303,387 
Rhea, Joseph M., bill for the relief of • • 39S 

Rhodes, Thomas, bill for the relief of - • 278 

Rich, William, bill for the relief of, 48, 67, 75, 899 
Rives, William C, of Viiginia, 1, 12, 16, 31, 78 
93,138,161,171,937,287 
remarks on the several propositions for ths 

annexation of Texas - • 347,393 

remarks on the bill for the establishmeat of 

the Smithsonian institution - • 116 

resolutions by - - • - 12 

Ritchie, James, bill for the relief of - 34, 48, 69 
Roads. (See Cumberland road.) 

in the Territory of Wisconsin, bill for the 
construction and improvement of certain, 395 

393 
Roads and canals, committee on - - 12 

bills reported from the, 62, 78, 138, 171, 376 
Roberts, Benjamin S., bill for the relief of . • 387 
Russell, George B., bill for the relief of - 330 

Russell, William, and others, bill for the relief 

of - - - - 33, 43, 67, 75 

Russwurm, John S., the heir and legal repre- 
sentative of William, bill for therelief of, 115 
156, 287, 393, 303 
S. 
Sa'aries of the judges in the southwestern States, 967 
Salary. (Seeju^^ See surveyor general.) 
Sales. (See public lands.) 
Salt spring lands, bill giving the assent of Con- 
gress to the sale of certain, heretofore 
gloated to the States of Michigqn and Il- 
linois - - - - 213,266 
Sappers, mineta, and pontoniers, bill to organ- 

■ize a corps of - 75, 79, 134, 967 271 

Savannah, Georgia. (See customdiouse.) 
Schools. (See naval schools.) J*" 
School funds, bill for carrying into effect the 
existing compact between the general gov- 
ernment and the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi, in relation to the 5 per rent, 
and school reservations, 66, 75, 278, 316, 320 

328 
Scientific institutions, joint resolution for the 
distribution of copies of tlie journal and 
other documents printed under the order 
of Congress to each of the incorporated, 
in the several States and Territories - 313 
Schwartztrawber, Philip, of Ohio, bill for the 

relief of • - - - - 393 

Scott, Susannah, the widow of William Scott, 

bill granting a pension to • - 296 

Secretary of the Senate, report of the - - 92 

Semple, James of Illinois, 1,11, [credentials 

of, 304.] - - - - 387 

Senate, committee to audit and control the con- 
tingent expenses of the - - - 13 
the hour of meeting of the, 391, 308, 314 
extra pay to the clerks, pages, 4,c. of the, 349 

383,389 
salary of the President pro (em. of the, in- 
creased . - . . . 389 
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Sevier, Ambrose, H., of Arkaniu, 66, 78, 93, 138 
134, 138, 144, 161, 356,360,368,387,300 
303,314, 320, 338, 330, 333,313,343,353 
366, 367, 368, 375, 383, 389, 391, 393, 397 
renuurk* on the report of the Judiciary 
CommiMe. tmaoumng naturalicatioD 
•ad elec^lMode • • - 389 



remark* oMfk 


>afll to admit florida and 


lowa-ii^Bd 


Bton--. ... 381 


ilia eulogn^n 


Bgjfaiton, deceased • 73 


remarks) JHIl 


^M^reaoiution to vith'* 


hold ft^B 


MgHJiT? States the ner 


centageaTH 


^^■Hn entitled on the 


■aleaef tli«] 


^^Hkrida > 377 


remarks on the' 


HMorbill • 891 


remarks on the 


postage biU . 375, 376 


resolutions by 


- 74,78,138,390 



Shawnee Indians employed in the Florida war, 

joint resolution to pay a balance due - 393 
Shaw, Joshua, bill for the relief of, 69, 75,79,98 

156, 161, 179 
Shaw, David, and Solomon Corser, bill for the 

rehefof • - 8,11,13,49,67 

Sibber, Charles S., proposition for his relief • 390 

Simmona, Joseph, bill for the relief of, 179, 195, 390 

Simmons, James P., of Rhode Island, 66, 93, 145, 

161, 330, 267, 314, 333, S^, 397 

, remarks on the harbor bill - - 393 

remarks on the bill to admit Florida and 

Iowa into the Union ... 383 
remarks on the postage bill, 906, 313, 313, 336 
340, 348, 353, 357, 358, 363, 364, 376 
remarks on bill to establish the Smithso- 
nian institution .... 117 
remarks on the several propositions for the 
annexation of Texas - - 315,316 

Simpson, Mark, bUl for the relief of, 11, 13, 93, 99 
Skinner, John P., bill for the relief of, and the 

legal representatire of Isaac Green, 233, 344 

349 
Slpcum, Francis, and others, bill for the ben- 
efit of - - • - 313,390 
Soulhard, Saannel L., late President pro ttrn^ 

proposition for pay of Vio« President, 393 
South Caixilioa Railroad company, bill to an- 
thornze the, to import free of doty cer- 
tain pipes and machinery for an atmo- 
spheric railway ... 378, 396 
Saathport (See harttor imports. See light- 
house.) 
Speight, Jesse, of Mississippi, credentials of, 398, 

397 

Spoliations, French, prior to 1800, instructions 

by legislaturea of Slates concerning - 94 

Mr. Fairfield's remarks concerning - 33 

bill in relation to, 63, 139, 157, 173, 179, 932 

267, 370, 292, 396, 303, 313, 319, 365 

Smith, Thomas, bill for the relief of, 78, 157, 161 

Smithsonian institution for the increase and diA 

fusion of knowledge among men, bill to 

establish the, 19, 34, 33, 63, 75, 93, 105 

115, 144, 161, 179 

remarks by Mr. AUen - - 164, 165 

Mr. Berrien - - - 165 

Mr. Buchanan 117, 169, 163 

Mr. Bates - - -117 

Mr. Choate, 105, 115, 117, 163 

163, 165 

Mr. Crittenden - 116, 117 

Mr. Foster of New York - 165 

Mr. Morehead - -117 

Mr. Niles - - - 117 

Mr. Pearce • - - 116 

Mr. Phelps - - - 117 

Mr. Rives - - - 116 

Mr. Simmons- - -117 

Mr.Tappan, 106, 107, 115, 116 

117, 163, 163, 165 

Mr. Woodbury, 107, 115, 116 

163, 163, 165 

Mr. Walker - - - 164 

State Department, communications from the 13 

31, 48, 137, 344 
calls upon the - - - - 62 

Statistical information. Bill to amend the joint 
resolution, approved June 15, 1844, in 
relation to collecting, arranging, and 
classifying - - - 333, 303, 328 

Statae of Washington in bronze, resolution of 
Mr. Crittenden, and remarks thereon, 
providing for the execution of an eques- 
uian, by Persico, and the purchase of 
marble busts of the Presidenu - 156, 387 



iStockbridge nation of Indians, bill to author- 
ire the payment of certain arraaragea to 
the, and other tribe* of Indians, and for 
other purpose* • 396, SOU, 333, 387 

St Mary's, bill to divide the eoUsetion district 

of St. Mary's, Gaoigia • -338 

St. Vrain, Felix, bill for the relief of th« mretis* 

of 16, 19, 48 

Sturgeon, D. W., of Pennsylvania, 1, 31, 66, 67 
73, 104, 161, [ci«dentials, 311,] 333, 343, 353 
370. 373, 396, 303, 328, 349, 365, 397 
remarks against the remi«aton of duty on 
certain railroad iron - 341, 350, 365 
Sorgeoos. (See navy.^ 
Surrey and location of lands in Mississippi, bill 
to confirm the, east of Pearl river and 
south of 3l8t deg. of north latitude, 11, 12, 94 

99 
of the northern and northwestern lakes, 390 
Siweya in the State of Michigan, appropriation 

for the correction of enroneoua - 368 

of the public lands, appropriation to cover 

the expense of the - - • 368 

in reference to the military defences • 390 
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offices of the - . • - 368 

Stirartwout, Samuel, bill for the relief of the 
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granting to the, the right of way through 
the public lands - - 328, 387 

Territorie*. Committee on • - - 13 

bills reported from the - - 395. 376 

Texas, propositions for the annaxatioB of, to 
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93, 98, lis, 138, 199, 133, 134, 138, 144, 167 
161, 195, 911, 219, 238, 943, 960, 870, 378 
992, 316, 390, 339, 234,366,369, 375,388 

389,391 
remarks on the several propositions for 
annexing Texas to the United States, 296 

298 
remarks on the joint resolution to withhold 
from the de&ulting States the per centage 
to which they are entitled on the sales of 
the puUic lands • • - . 377 



r, Levi, of Naw Hampahii 

eoneeming the eraeiion of a court- 
honaJnMobile . . - - 179 

OB the bill granting appeals in 
•fbankruirtcy - -330,398 

•n the bill to admit Florida and 
Iowa iMo the Union ... 383 
rstnarks eoDcaming the pay of officeia in 

the rerenne^atter aerrice • 139 

remarks on the postage bill, 306,213,389,340 

9si 958, 960, 376 

raaarka on the bill for the eatablishment 

of the Smithaonian instttution, 107, 115, 116 

169, 169, 165 

iwohnie—by - 19, 79, 198, 134, 341 

Woodwork W1]Ib«, bill to extend the patent ' 

h s Mtuftt e gianiad Da • 967, 390, 396 

WoaBey, John, bDl for the ralief of - 193, 233 
Watailay, H«gh WaDia, bm forihe relief of, 93 

128,919 
"Wai^ Jeka E., WH cnatinc apennoBto, 996, 393 
Wymdot aomitv', Ohio, bin granting to, car- 
laai towB Ma ia Oa town of Upper Saa- 

- • - 944,978,303,314 

T. 



Yeaa^d ■a yeaMr.ABBB'a rwsihiiaB cMag 
nir nniinaiMin toscta4g VBe Oieguu n^ 
gotiatiaoB - - 90 

on the bin for the lalMT of tlw beoa of 

Robert FnltoB - - - • 44 

on die Oregon lull - - 48, 49, 188 

on the bill gnrnting landa to ladiona to 

conq>lete the Wabaah and Erie oaaal ' 80 
on the bin for the rdief of Milea King - 199 
on the bill for the relief of Jodina Shaw - 179 
on the bin renewing penaiooa to certain 

widowa - - - - - 184 

on the biU to increaae the pay ofofficera in 
the eotter aerriee while tempMarily ein- 
ployed in the nai7 ... ]39 
on the biU for the ruief of Asa Andrews - 139 
on the bQI to refund the balance ascertain- 
ed to be dne Maasachosetts - 156, 173 
on the Cumberland road bill • . 173 

on the postage bin, 914, 390, 934, 335, 859 
253,254,957,258,364,376 
n on the refgreup of Mr. Benton's annexe- 

tioB proDoeiuon .... 848 
on the bilHo provide for the ascertainment 
.of the claims of American citizens for 
.. . apoliationa prior to the 31st July, 1801 • 367 
on the biU msiking a fiee bridge acrosa the 
eaatem branch <^the Potomac - • 367 



YaaasddNaya— 

on the biul to niiiiliaas certain eoasM «f 
Oreanhow^ History of Oregon, Oalifor- 
aia,Ae. - . . . - 

on the bin to pnehaae for distribntiaM 
tM the Soi 



tn 



Sapieene Covrt of fhs 



decUaas< 

United etatea - ' - 9T9,9M 

«n the bill for the appointinedt bf aHiatant 

•wgeooa and aaaiata^fiig^Mn ia tka 

navy - ^ j,» .^<jj- *r " r - 979 

on the bin to aonfinnsliW^ffltaBid to the 

haira of Julian T^Mfl/tiSS. - 999 

on the Un for the anl^^H^rowa and 

Florida into the UniAH!^ 287, 366, 388 
on the propoaition to chanfe the daily hoor 

of meeting of the Senate, _ 393, 308, 314 



IM 



OK the propoeitioa to fix the Texaa rtmdit- 
tioa aa tM apaeial oidar of the day 

on the Wi mimagtgfmpdatiaa tor the 
amtport of the mtary Afdiany at 
Wast Prant - - • -939 

on propoaitiona to adjeom - - 959 

on pni|Maitiona for aaiMzing TaataB, 969, 361 

369 

on die bin blowing the Chickaaaw nation 
of Iniianato t^ tha validity of their 



on tha faiO reatittiag, in&vor of Blichigan, 
tke dn^ OB certain nilroai iron -365 

on the propesitiaa to satiafy the Americaa 
citiaeoaibr the indemnity of Mexico, 968 

369 

CO the joint reaolation to withhold from the 
definiltiog Sutes the percentage to which 
theiy are ostitled on the sales of the pub- 
lic lands ----- S77 

on the Indian apprtqniation biU - - 989- 

on aUowin* extra pay to the oflsen end 
derics or the Senate • - 989 

on the report of the Jud i ciary Comnuttea 
concerning natoralication and tlw ateo- 
tionlawa - -389,390 

on the propoaition to aatablish an armory 
at Fort Massac, lUinois - 390.991 

on the proposition to purchaae additional 
ground for the barradts at Louisrille • 991 

on the rseonaideration of the vote on the 
biU in relalian to revenue ataam cuttcra, 
vetoed by the Preaident - . - 39} 
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remitted to us in one letter, free of postage. 

We again request subscribers to send in their orders as etrfy as the first week of thtf session, else 
they may not get all the numberSf 

BLAIR 8i lUYES, 
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^[^We shall print several thousand sur- 
plus copies of, the' Congreseional Globe 
and Appendix, for the purpose of supply- 
ing those who may subscribe within a 
reasonable time^ay by the middle of 
January — with the back numbers. The 
Congressional Globe will contain a con- 
densed report of the proceedings in both 
Houses of Congress during the session. 
The appendix will contain the reports of 
the several bead^of departments accom- 
panying the President's message, and all 
the long speeches made by the members 
of Congress, and written out by them- 
selves. ' The price to subscribers is $1 for 
the Congressional Globe, and $1 for the 
Appendix, during the session. We famish 
complete indexes to both. We suppose 
that the business of -the present session 
will afford matter for 25 or 30 numbers of 
the Congvenienal Globe, and an equal 
nomber of the Appendix. 



TWENTY-EIGHTH £J0NGRE8S, 

. . SBOOaiD BBBtaOlt. 



IN BEN AtE. 
MoiOiAT, December 3, 1844. 
The seceiid wsaion of the S8th Coogren coo- 
Tcned to-iay, in. conformity to the coostitution of 
the United Slstea. At the hour of Id o'clock m., 
the Senate was called to order by Mr. MANOUM, 
the Preudent pro Um. The following lenatoia tip- 
peared in their seats, viz: 
Mr. Allen, Mr. Johnson, 

Atberton, McDu^, 

Bagby, MangttDi, 

Boles, Merrick, 

Benton, NUee, 

Berrien, Phelpe, 

Buchanait, Rives, 

Claytoo, Semple, 

Crittenden, Sturgeon, ' 

Dayton, Tappan, 

Evans, Upjiani, 

Fairfield, White, 

Hannegaii, "Woodbury.- 

Huntington, 
On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 
Ori€red, That the 8eot«t«i7 of th« Seoate inform the 
Houm of BopreientatiTM that a qoonna of the Senate are 
anembled, and ready to proceed to baainui. 

A message was received from the House by Mr. 
McNulty, their clerk, informing the Senate that a 
quorum of that body had assembled, and were ready 
(O proceed to bwnnesa. 
On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, it was 
Oritni, Thataeoaunittetof two be aiipointed by the 
)>t««Uei>t fr« ees-, to Join ntch oammittee ai uUgU be ap- 



pointed by the HouK to wait on the Preddent of the United 
Statea and ialbrm him that a (laorum of the two Houm* b*t 
auembled, and wf ic ready to reeeire any communication he 
might he pleased to make to them. 

The CHAIR appointed Messrs. WooDBtmr and 
JoBNioN the committee on the part of the Senate. 

A message was subsequently received from the 
Hoose, inftmniog the Senate that that body bad 
passed a similar resolution, and had appoiated 
Messrs. C. Jorksoh and Josbfb R. Ingbsioll a 
committee on their part to join the committee of the 
Senate. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was 

Rttaltni, That each senator be rapplied during the pres 
ent fCMion with three inch newipapen, printed in aay cf 
the States, h he may cImok, provided the lune be lunuthed 
at the Mual rate lor the annual charge for (uch newtpepen: 
•AMt^nrnVM, thatlf any •eaatoriballchaoM In take aay 
newipaper oAer than daSy papen, he •hall be lupplied 
with ai many tnch papen a< shall not exceed the price of 
three daily papers. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was 

Oritrti, That the daUyMurar for the meeliig of the Sen 
ate be U oVslook, until, further ordered. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate then ad- 
journed till to-morrow, 13 o'clock. 



HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoiniAr, December 3, 1844. 
At 13 o'clock the House was caRed to order by 
the Speaker;, and the roll being called, the following 
members ansWered to their names: 

Mmtu. — Messrs. Joshua Herrick, Robert P. Dun- 
lap, Luther Seveituice, Hannibal Hamlin, and Free- 
man H- Morse. 

JVho floMMMre.— Messrs. Edmund Buke, John 
R. Reding, Moaes Norrisj aad JohaJ*. HfJe. 

JMiusaefcttMttf.— Messrs. Robert ,C. Wmlhrop, 
Daniel P. King, William Panaentor, Charies Hus- 
sonj John dumcy Adams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
Grinnell, Osmy n Baker, and Amos Abbott. 

JOotfa JUond.— Messrs. Henry Y. Cranston, and 
EUsba R. Potter. 

CVmMcMeut. — ^Messrs. Thomas H. Seymour, John 
Stewart, and Qeorge H. Catlin. 

r«niw««.— Meaara. Solomon Foot, George P. 
BCanh, and Paul Dillingham. 

JVew Vorfc.— Messrs. Selah B. Strong, Henry C. 
Murphy, J. Phillipa Phoenix, Moses O. Leonard, 
Hamilton Fish, Joseph H. Anderson, James G. 
Clinton, Zadock Pratt, David L. Seymour, Daniel 
D. Barnard, Charles Rogers, Lemuel Stetson, Chea- 
selden Ellis, Charles S. Benton, Preston King, Or- 
ville Hungerford, Jeremiah E. Gary, OrviHe Robin- 
son, Horace Wheaton, George Rathbun, Amasa 
Dana, Byram Green, William S. Hubbell, Asher 
Tyler, William A. Moseley, and Albert Smith. 

A«o Jersey. — Messrs. Isaac G. Farlee, Littleton 
Kirkpatrick, and William Wright 

PennraJroma.— Messrs. Edward Joy Morris, Jos- 
eph R. lagersoU, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jacob S. Yost, 
Midiael H. Jenks, Abraham R. Mcllvaine, Jere- 
miah Brown, John Ritter, Richaid Brodhead, Ben- 
jamin A. Bidlack, James Pollock, Alexander Ram- 
sey, Henry Nee, James Black, James Irvin, An- 
drew Stewart, John Dickey, Cornelius Darrah, 
Samuel Hays, and Joa^h Buffington. 

JDelouHire. — Mr. George B. Rodney. 

.tforyiond.— Messrs. John M. S. Causin, John P. 
Kennedy, Jacob A. Preston, and John Wethered. 

FSmnia.— Mesars. Archibald Atkinson, Geoige 
C. Dromgoole, Edmund W. Hubard, William L. 
Goggin, John W. Jones, Thomas H. Bnily, Wil- 
lougfaby Newton, Samuel Chilton, William Lucas, 
-^^Uam Taylor, Augustus A. Chapman, G«org« 
W. Hopkins, and Lewis SteeDro4. 



Abrtt Carolina. — Messrs Thomas L. Clingman, 
Darnel M. Barrineer, David S. Reid, Edmund De- 
berry, Romulus M. Saunders, James J. McKay, 
John R. J. Daniel, and Archibeld H. Arrington. 

SotUh Carolina. — Messrs. James A. Black, Rich- 
ard F. Shnpson, Arnustead Burt, Isaac E. Holmes, 
and R. Barnwell Rhett. 

Ge<n^— Messrs. Edward J. BUck, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Hugh A. Haralson, John H. Lump- 
kin, HoweU Cobb, and William "fl. StUes. 

KnUuety.— Meesrs. Ijnn Boyd, Henry Grider, 
GeoreeJV. Caldwell, Jamea W. Stone, John White, 
WiUiam P. Thomaason, GarreU Davis, Richard 
French, and John W. Tibbatls. 

TinnetMt. — ^Messrs. Andrew Johnson, William 
T. Senter, Julius W. Blackwell, George W. Jones, 
Cave Johnson, John B. Ashe, and Milton Brown. 

Ofcio Messrs. Alexander Duncan, John B. Wal- 
ler, Robert C. Schenck, Joseph Vance, Henry St. 
John, Joseph J. McDowell, Elias Florence, Jacob 
Brinkerhofl, Alexander Harper, Perley B. Johnson, 
Samuel F. Viiiton, Joseph Morris, Jamea Mathews, 
William C. McCauelen, Ezra Deen, and Joshua R. 
Giddings. 

LottisiaM.— Messrs. John SUdell, Alcee L»- 
bianche, and John B. Dawson. 

Jii&ma.— Messrs. Robert Dale Owen, Tlioroas J. 
Henley, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Snjith, Wiltam 
J. Brown, John W. Davis, Josemh A. Wr«ht, 
John Pettit, Samuel C Sample, and Andrew Ken- 
nedy. 

Jlfwini)^— Mr. Jacob Thompsor.. 

JUinais.— Messrs. Robert Smiih, John A. Mo- 
demand, Orlando B. Fithlin, John Wentwortli, 
Suphen A. Douglass, Joseph P. Hoge, and John J. 
Hardin. 

.fiohMM.— Messrs. James DeUet, WilUain W. 
Payne, Oeoree S. Houston, Reuben Cbapnaau, 
and Felix O. McConneU. 

JWuourJ.— Messrs. Guslavus M. Bower, JauMS 
B. Bowlin, James H. Relfe, and James M. Hughes. 
ld»»«Jrfe»ua».— Mr. Edward Cross. 

JtfuAigim.— Messrs. Robert McCleUand, Lttci^ 
Lyoii, and James B. Hunt.. 

DELEGATES rROM THE TERlUTOUES. 

Ifijcoww.— Mr. Henry Dodge. 

Jmea.— Mr. Augustus C. Dodge. 

The following members, elected to supply vacan- 
cies, w«re introduced, and, being qualified, they 
took their seats: 

The Hon. Bbkjamiii Whitb, from the State of 
Maine; the Hon. Law D- Cakpbmter, from the 
Suite of New York; the Hon. Oboroe Fotxaa, 
from the State of Pennsylvanio; the Hon. Eowabd 
S. Hamlhj, from the Stale of Ohio; the Hon. Al- 
fred P. Stove, from the Suite of Ohio; the Hon. 
Hon. William L. Yajtcet, from the State of Ala- 
bama; and the Hon. Isaac E. Morse, from th« 
State of Louisiana. 

On the motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the usual com- 
munication w4s sent to the Senate, announcing to 
that body that a quorum of this House was in at- 
tendance and ready to proceed with its business. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved the usual resolu- 
tion for the appointment of a committee to join the 
committee appointed by the Senate to wait upon the 
President of the United States and inform hinf that 
the two Houses of Congress were organized and 
ready to receive from him any communication he 
might have to oflfer. 

The resohuion was adopted, and Messrs. Cave 
JoUKsoN and J. R. Ikoersoll were appointed Uie 
committee on the part of this House. 

CONGRESSIONAL CHAPLAINS. 

Mr. HOLMES expressed the hope that the 
House wouW now proceed to the election of n 
chaplain for this House for the present session. 

The SPEAKER suggested that the usual course 
was to move the adoption of a joint resolution with 
that object. . 

Mr. HOLMES then moved the usual reaolttUon, 
which was as ft^lows: ' 
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Rtnleei, (provided the Senate CMicar,) Thtt two ckap- 
Uini, of dMkrantdenominationi, be elected by Oongresi— 
one by each Hoiue, to (erre during the umIod, who ahall 
interchange weekly- 
Mr. FETTIT submitted the fQllowiug a* an 
amendment: 

Provided^ That inch chaplaini thall look to the mem- 
bers'of this House for their compensation, and tiut the 
UnJtod States shall not be liable for their salaries, or any 
part thereof. 

He Mid he did not des^ to detain the Houae 
with many remarks on this suhject, for they were 
unnecesnary; nor did he suppose that he should 
be any more successful in this, than he was in a like 
attempt at the last session, when his amendment 
wiaa Toted down. He had only, therefbre, to re- 
peat, ou this occasion, that he held that this chap- 
laincy was^an office that was not known to the con- 
stitution, and ought not to be known to the laws of 
this Union, for they have no authority — indeed 
they were expressly prohibited from taking any 
part, or doing any act towards the establishment of 
any religion, or passice any law which should have 
reference to the establishment of a religion. He bad 
seen, with great regret, on recent occasions, in other 
places, a mockory made of religion. He had seen 
at the public forum, and the political stand, an invo- 
cation of the Supreme Being to look benignantty on 
the proceedings of that assembled multitude; and he 
h^ there seen thai very multitude outrage religion, 
tnorab, law, order, and common sense, by the singing 
of low songs and ribaldry. Now such things should 
not go together. The church was no part of our 
government; the church was not adopted by our 
government; but what more or less was the ap- 
{miutment of chaplains to Congress than an attempt 
to establish a religion by law? for such a resolution, 
offered and adopted hers, must go through all the 
forms of law, even to the approval and signature of 
the President of the United States. But again: the 
House of RefNrasentatives was called upon by that 
readution stealthily to put its hands into the tieas- 
urjr of the United States, and take away money to 
moiMtun one sect of Christiana to the depression of 
■aother. True, the reaolutioa provided that the 
two chaplains should be of different denominations, 
and not of the same sect; tout it must be remem- 
bered that there were many other sects in this 
Union; Mid thus to countenance and elevate two 

Meets ov«tr all the rest, did not meet the approval of 
the people. He could assure gentlemen that he had 
consulted the people on this subject since the last 
session of Congress, and be came back to this 
House as much opposed as ever to this establish- 
ment of any sect, and as ready and willing as ever t« 
meet and contest the adoption of such a resolution. 
He opposed it on constitutional grounds; he op- 
posed it because they had no authority to establish 
any particular sect of religion; and he opposed it 
because they had tio power to take from the treasury 
for each purposes that revenue which was raised 
for the support of the government. How stood tbs 
matter? "Iniey passed a revenue law, under which 
they collected revenue ftom every part of this widely 
extended Union: they were collected from persons 
of every religious denomination — from Trinitarian 
and Unitarian — from all the varieties of religioniata 
who the constitution said should not be compelled 
to conlribuw for the establishment of rdigion; and 
yet by such legislation as this they took from them 
money in taxes for that purpose. When be rose 
he did not intend to have detained the House with 
any remarks, but he had felt constrained to enter a 
warning protest against the adoption of this resolu- 
tion, by which people of different religious sects 
were to be compelled to pay for the support of these 

• chaplains. The people had no right to pay for the 
religious teachers of the membeni of this House; 
but if these chapkiins were viewed as officers of this 
House, tbey should be property commissioned for 
those duliej. He well knew how he should be 
assailed for the stand he had taken, both from the 
pulpit and the press; his motives would be maligned, 
and he would be stigmatized as an infidel; but he 
should be unmoved by any such calumny. He 
stood there to discharge that which he conceived to 
be a duty, but at the same time he was not opposed 
to the appointment of chaplains to the two Houses 
of Congress. He only opposed the manner in 
which It was done, on the grounds which 
he bad stated. He was not omy willine, but 
he was desirous, that this Houae should each 
day be opened with prayer; but he desired 
also that tne members of this House should be 

|)lace4 on tht wme bnut vjU) their con«tituent«-. | 



that is, each one paying for his own religious teach- 
ers. The people would not tolerate an act of Con- 
gress by whicQ preachers should be sent among the 
people by them, to be supported by compulsion, for 
the people would make choice of tnair preachers for 
themselves, and make provision for them in their 
own way. Nor would the people approve of the 
appointment of religious teachers here, for whom 
they were compelled to pay tribute. He repeated 
that the members of this House should pay for 
their own chaplains; and in connection with the 
amendment which he had offered, he had drawn up 
a simple form of a subscription paper to carry out 
the views which he had expressed. It was as fol- 
lows: 

"We, the undersigned, members of the 28th 
Congress, agree to pay the sum by us below sub- 
1, to ui ~ . . ■ . . 



scribed, 



Uie Rev. 



-, chaplain of the House 
of Representetives, at the second session of said 
Congress, for his services as such chaplain. 
J»ho Pettis - - -$5 00." 

He said it would be perceived he had put down 
his name for $5, but if the two Houses appointed 
the two chaplains, each member's proportionate 
share would only be from |3 to |4. If, however,, 
each House separately and distinctly appointed a 
chaplain, the snare^f each member of tins Hotioe 
would be but about fZ- 30; but if it were necessary, 
he would even double the sum which he proposed 
to subscribe, and then vote for the appointment of 
a chaplain wHo would do credit to the House, and 
not be a disgrace to it and to the religion which he 
professed to teach. 

Mr. McCONNELX. called for the previous que»- 
tion, which being seconded, the main question waa 
ordered. 

Mr. PETTIT called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered. 

Mr. McKAY raised the question of order, that 
there being an existing law providing for the com- 
pensation of chaplains, it waa not competent by a 
resolution, which was not ts be sent to the President 
for his concurrence, to repeal it Suppose (said Mr. 
McKat) you adopt the amendment: the chaplains 
appointed under it would have a right to draw the 
salaries which have been provided for them by law. 
The amendment was therefore not in order. 

Mr. STEENROD inquired if there was not 
ali'eodl^ an applopriation for the salariea of the 
chaplains for this session. 

The SPEAKER replied, that the appropriation 
was made for the fiscal year up to the first of July 
next. 

Mr. PETTIT was not satisfied that there was 
on appropriation for this object, because the 
chaplains not being yet appointed, it oouM not 
apply to offices not yet created. 

The SPEIAKER decided, on the question of order 
raised by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
McKav,] that it could not now be sufetoined, the 

frevious question having been ordered by the 
louse. In his opinion, however, it was not com- 
petent for the House, by a resolution, to repeal the 
law providing for the salaries of the chaplains. 

Mr. STEENROD appealed to the gentleman 
Arom Indiana [Mr. Pettit] to withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PETTIT dedined withdrawing it. 

The question was then put on the amendment of 
Mr. Pettit, and decided in the negative — yeas 30, 
nays 153, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anderson, 'Arrlngton, Benton, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Burke, John W. Davis. Ficklln, Hale, Hughes, James 
B. Hunt, Junks, Andrew JoBnxon, McDowell, Norris, Pet- 
tit, Reding, Rltter, Slidell, and Weter— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Atkinson, Buker, 
Bacringcr, Barnard, Bidlack, Kdward J. Black, James Black, 
James A. Bluck, BlAckwell, Bower, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
Milton Brown, tVilliam J.Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buf. 
fington, Burt, Caldwell, Carpinter, Jeremiah K. Cary, Cat- 
liu, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chil- 
ton, Clingnian. Clinton, Cobb, Cranston, Dana, Daniel. Dar- 
rah. Uarrelt Davis. Ouwson, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, 
Dlllinghnm. Deuglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, 
Karlce, Kith, Florence, Font. French, Fuller, Uiddincs, 
Ooggin, Byram Ore<-n, Grinnell. Grider, Hannibal Hamlin, 
Kdtt-ard 8. Hamlin, Haralson. Hnnlin, Harj-er, Hoys, Henley, 
Ilcrrirk', Ilalmcs. Iloge, Hopkins, Houston, Hnbard, Hob- 
bell, Hudson, Hnngerford, ( liailes J. Ingersoll, Irvln, Per- 
ley B. John.'icn. John P. Kennedy, Daniel King, Kirkpatrick, 
Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin. Mc(-"au»len, McClel- 
land, McConnell, McllTaine, McKay, Marsh, Mathews, Ed- 
ward J. Morris, Jofeph Morris, Freeman H. Mone, Isaac E. 
Mor^e, Moteley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, Owen, Parmenter, 
Payne, Fhcenix, FoUock, Elikha H- Potter, Pratt. Preston, 
i^inMy, Rkthbun, Pnvid 9. Reid, IMM, nhvtt, JtebiniQo, 



Rodney, Rogers, St. John, Sample. Sannders, SdMeick, 
Senter, Severance, Thomaa H. Seymdiir, David L. Scyinoar, 
Simpson, Albert Smith, Thomaf Smith. Caieb B. Smith, 
Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stew- 
art, John Stewart, Stilea, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbattt, t>ier. VinWB, 
Wentworth, Wheaten, John White, BMiisaUn Whits, Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. WiteU, and 
Yancey— 151. 

The resolution was then adopted. 
ABOLITION. 

Mr. ADAMS gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, or some subssqtient day, offer a reaohition 
to rescind the 25th rule, which prohibiu the recep- 
tion of abolition petition*. 

Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that be would, to- 
morrow, or some suoseqaent day, ask leave to bring 
in a bill providing for the election of slactors for 
President and Vice President on the same day in aD 
the States. 

OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. DUNCAN also gave notice that he would, 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
iatroduce a bill providing fSr extending the juris. 
diction of the United States over the Oi^os Terri- 
tory. 

Mr. SAMPLE gave notice of his intentfon to in- 
troduce tiVo private bills. 

Mr. BARRINGER gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill providinf for 
rebuilding the United Statv branch mint at Char- 
lotte, Nortti Carolina, lately destroyed by fire. 

Mr. WEIXER gave notice diat he would, to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to bring 
in a bill to amend the charter of the city of Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice that he would, 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
bring in a bill making a donation of land to the 
State of Illinois for the completion af th« Dlinais 
emd Michigan canal. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, 

Oritnd, Tbat the daily meeUags of Ibe HoBW be st M 
o'clock, noon, till Auther ordered. 

The House then adjourned. 



IN SENATE. 
Tdeidat, December 3, 1844. 

The foUowing senators, in addition to those an- 
nounosd yesterday, appeared in their seats lo-day, 
vis: Messrs. Francis, Foster,. Bataro, Woop- 
BRUKSB, PovTER, and Pearce. 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the joint committee ap- 
pointed yesterday to wait upon the President of the 
United States and inform him that a quorum of the 
two Houses had assembled and were rsady to raosive 
firom him any communication be might be pleased to 
nudte, reported that the committee had oischareed 
their duty, and had received for reply firom the Fi»- 
sident, that he would this day, at 12 o'clock, com- 
municate to Congress a message in writing. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to change 
the time of holding the federal courts in Kentucky. 

A message in writing was received firom the Pre- 
sident of the United Slates, by the hand of his sec- 
retary, John Tyler, jr., and read to t%3 Senate as fol- 
lows, viz: 

To the Senate and 

House of R^ntnlaHvei qf tht United Stat*): 
We have continued cause for expressing our 
gratitude to the Supreme Rider of the iTniverae for 
the benefits and blessings which our country, under 
his kind providence, has enjoyed during tlie part 
year. Notwithsunding the exciting scenes through 
which we have passed, nothins haa occurred to dis- 
turb the general peace, or to derange the harmony 
of our political system. The great moral spectade 
has been oxhibited of a nation, approximating in 
number to 20,000,000 of people, bavins; performwl 
the high and important function of deoting their 
Chief Magistrate for the term of four years; withovt 
the commission of nny acts of violence, or themsni- 
frstntinn of a spirit of Insubordination to the lawa. 
The great and inestimable right of suffrage has 
been exercised by all who were invested with it 
under the laws of the diflerent States, in a spirit 
dictated alone by a desire, in the selection of the 
egcfit, to advMce ll)e interwM of the oountrjr, ai)4 
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to place beyond jeoperdy the inetitutiona up<ler 
wliieb it is oar bappineaa to live. That the deepest 
mCerest bos been monifeated by all our countrymen, 

■ in tbe result of the election, i» not leas true than 
higUy creditable to them. Vast multitudes have 
assembled, from time to time, at varioos places, for 

' the pvrpose of canTassing the merits and preten- 
sions of those who were presented for their suffrages, 
but no armed soldiery has been necessary to reatnun 
withitt proper limits the popular zeal, or to prevent 
violsat outbreaks. A principle much more control- 
iog was found in the love of order and obedience to 
tbe laws, which, with mere individual exceptions, 
every where possesses the Amsriean mind, and 
oontrohi with an influence for more povrerful 
than hosts of armed mea. We cannot dwell 
upon this picture without recognising in it 
that deep and devoted attachment on the part of 
the people to the institutions under which we live, 
which proch^ms their perpetuitv. The great objec- 
tion which has always pievaileo against the election 
by the people of their chief executive officer, hss 
been the apprehension of tumults snd disorders, 
which mi^t involve in ruin the entire government. 
A security against this is fbund not only in the fact 
befons alluded to, but in the additioiud fhct that we 
Hve nodar a oonnderaor embracing already twenty- 
six States, no one of which has power to control the 
election. The popular vote in each State is taken 
at the time appointed by the laws; and tuch vote is 
announced by the electoral coIl%e, without refer- 
•oce to the decision of the other States. The right 
of aofiade, and the mode of conducting the election, 
•leiagsbted by the laws of aaeh State; and the elec- 
tion IS di^tincuy federative in all its prominent fea- 
tures. Thus it is that, unlike what might be the 
results under a consolidated system, riotoaa proceed- 
ings, should they prevail, could only affect the eieo* 
tioDs in single Slates, without disturbing, to any dan- 
gerous extent, the tian<)uillity of others. The great 
ezperiment of a political confederacy — each mem- 
ber of which is supreme as to all mattem apper- 
taining to its local interests, and its internal peace 
and happiness, while, by a voluntary coimmct with 
othars, it confides to the nnited power of all, tneprotec- 
tion of its citizens in matters not demestie— has been 
so far crowned with complete suaosss. The worid has 
wiueased its npid growth in wealth and popuUaioa; 
and, under the guidance and direction of^ a superia- 
taoding Providence, th« developments of the past 
may tw r«gatded but as the shadowing forth of^the 
mighty future. In the bright prospects of that fu- 
ture, we shall find, as patriots. and philanthropists, 
the highest inducements to cultivate and cherish 
a love of union, and to frown down every measure 
or effort which may be made to alienate the States, 
or the people of the States, in sentiment and feel- 
ing, from each other. A rigid and close adherence 
to the terms of oar poliiiul compact, and, above 
all, a sacred observance of the guaranties of the 
constitution, will preserve union on a foundation 
which cannot be shaken; while personal liberty is 
placed beyond hazard or jeopardy. "Hie gtiaranty 
of religious freedom; of the freedom of tbe press; of 
the liberty of speech; of the trial by jury; or the ha- 
beas corpus, and of the domestic instituuons of each 
of the Slates — leaving the private citizen in the full 
exercise of the high and enobling atlri^tes of his 
nature, and to each State the pnvilege which, can 
only be judiciously exerted by itself, of consulting 
the means best calculated to advance its own bappi- 
o«as; — these are the great and important guaranties of 
the constitution, which the lovers of liberty must 
cherish, and the advocates of union must ever cuhi- 
vale. Preserving these, and avoiding all interpola- 
tions by foiced construction, under the guise of an 
imagined expediency, upon the eonstitution, the in- 
fluence of our political systetn is destined to be as ac- 
tively and as beneficially fell on the distant shores of 
'the Pacific, as it is now on those of the Atlantic 
Ocean. The only formidable impediments in the' 
way of its successful expansion (lime and space) 
are so far in the progress of modificntion, by the im- 
provements of Ine age, as to render no longer spec- 
ulative the ability of representatives frem that re- 
mote region to come up to the Capitol, so that their 
conatituents shall parUcipate in all die benefits of 
federal legislation. Thus it is, that in the progress 
of time, the inestimable principles of civil liberty 
will be enjoyed by millions yet unborn, and the 
great benents of our system of government be ex- 
tended to now distant and uninhabited regions. In 
view of the vast wildemeas yet to be recJaimed, we 
may well invite the lovar of freedoiq, of every land, 
U) take up hia nbode nmong lu, An4 Msist hs in the 



great work of advancing the sumdard of civilization, 
and giving a wider spread to the arts and refine- 
ments of cultivated hfe. Our prayers should ever- 
more be offered up to the Father of the Universe 
for his wisdom to direct us in the path of our duty, 
so as to enable us to consummate these high pur- 
poses. 

One of the strongest objections wliich has been 
urged against eonfederaciea, by writers on goveni- 
ment, is the liability of the members to be tampered 
with by foreign governments, or the people of foreign 
States, either in their local affairs, or in such as af- 
fected the peace of others, or endangered the safety 
of the whole confederacy. We cannot hope to he 
entirely exempt fVom such attempts on ouT' peace 
and safety. The United States are becoming too 
important in population and resources not to attract 
the observation of other ntUions. It therefore 
may, in the progress of time, occur that opinions 
entirely abstract in tbe States in which they may 
prevail, and in po degree affecting their domestic 
institutions, may be utfuHy, but secretly, encour- 
aged with a view to undermine the Union. Sudi 
opinions may become the foundation of political 
parties, until at last the conflict of opinion, pro- 
ducing an alienation of friendly feeling amoi^ the 
people of the different States, may involve in one 
general destruction the happy institutions under 
which we live. It should ever be borne in mind, 
that what is true inregard to individuals, is equally 
so in regard to States. An interferen<^ of one in the 
affairs of another is the fruitful source of family 
dissensions and neigborhood disputes; and the same 
cause affects the peace, happiness, and prosperity 
of States. It may be most iievoutly hoped that the 
good sense of the American people will ever bo 
ready to repeal all such attempts, should they ever 
be inode. 

There has been no material change in pur foreign 
relations since my kst annual message ts Congress. 
With all the powers of Europe we continue on the 
most friendly terms. Indeed, it affords me much 
satisfaction to state, that at no former period has the 
peace of that enlightened and important quarter of 
the globe ever been, apparently, more firmly estab- 
lisbod. . The conviction that peace is the true pol- 
icy of Aatioos would seem to De growing and be- 
coming deeper amongst the enlightened everywhere; 
and there is no people who have a stronger inter- 
est in cherishing the sentiment, and adopting the 
means of preserving and giving it permanence, than 
those of tne United States. Amongst these, tbe 
first and most ^ective are, ao doubt, the strict ob- 
servance of justice, and the honest and punctual 
fulfilment of all engagements. But it is not to 
be forgotten that, in tlw present state of the world, 
it is no less necessary to be ready to enforce tlieir 
observance and fulfilment, in reference to ourselves, 
than to observe and fulfil them, on our part, in re- 
gard to others. 

^ce the close of your last session, a negotiation' 
has been formally entered upon between the Secre. 
tary of State and her Britannic Majesty's minister 
plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary residing at 
Washington, relative to the rights of their respective 
nations m and over the Oregon territory. That ne- 
gotiation is still pending. Should it, during your 
session, be broi^ht to a definitive conclusion, the 
result will be promptly communicated to Congress. 
I would, however, again call your attention to the 
recommendations contained in previous messages, 
designed to protect and facilitate emijjration to that 
Territory. The establishment of military "posts at 
suitable points upon the extended line of land travel 
would enable our citizens to migrate in comparative 
safely to the fertile regions below the falls of the 
Columbia, and make the provision of the existing 
convention for 'tlie joint occupation of the Territory 
by subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the 
United States more available than heretofore to the 
latter. These posta would conlinue places of rest for 
the weary emigrant, where he would be sheltered 
securely against the danger of attack from the In- 
dians, and be enabled to recover from the exhaustion 
of a long line of travel. I^islative enactments 
should Eilso be made which should spread over him 
the sBgis of our laws, so as to affora protection to 
his person and property when he shall have reached 
his distant home. In tiiis latter respect, the British 
government has been much more careful of the inte- 
rests of such of her people as are to be found in that 
country than have the United Slates. She has made 
necessary provision for their security and protection 
agaiiut the acts of the vicionsljr din)osed and law- 
]9»;mi Iter ewj[rant repo9e« in safety under tlte 



panoply of her laws. Whatever may be the result 
of the pending negotiation, such measures are ne- 
cessary. It will afford mt the greatest pleasure to 
witness a happy and fovorubU termination to the 
existing negotiation, upon tcrhis compatible with 
tbe public honor; and the best efforts of the govem- 
. ment will continue to be directed to this end. 

It would have giveti, me the highest gratificationt 
in this, my last annual communication to Congress, 
to have been able to announce to you the complete 
and entire settlement and adjustment of other mat- 
ters in difference between the United Stales and the 
government of her Britannic Majesty, which where 
adverted to in a previous message. It is so obviously 
the interest of both countries, in respect to the large 
and vohuble commerce which exists between them, 
that all causes of complaint, however inconsidera- 
ble, should bOj with the greatest promptitude, re- 
moved, that It must be regarded as cause of regret 
that any unnecessary delays should be permitted to 
intervene. It is true that, in a pecuniary point of 
view, the matters' alluded to are altogether insig- 
nificant in amount when compared with the ampM 
resources of that great nation; but they neverthe- 
less (more porticulariy that limited doss which 
arise under seizures and detentions of American 
ships on the coast of Africa, upon the mistaken sup- 
position indulged in at the time the wrong was com- 
mitted, of their being engaged in the slave trade) 
deeply affect the sensibilities of this government and 
people. Great Britain having recognised her re- 
sponsibility to repair all such wrongs, by her action 
in other cases, leaves nothing to be regretted upon 
this subject as to all cases prior to the treaty of 
Washington, than the delay in making suitable rep- 
aration in such of them as fall pltunly within the 
principle of others which she has long since adjtist- 
ed. The injury inflicted by delays in the settlement 
of these claim falls with severity upon the individu- 
al claimants, and makes a strong appeal to her mag- 
nanimity and aehse of justice for a speedy settle- 
ment. Other matters, arising out of tiie construc- 
tion of existing treaties, also reniain unadjusted, and 
will continue to be urged upon her attention. 

The labors of the joifit cororoillee appointed by 
tlie two governments to run the dividing line, estab- 
lished by the treaty of Washington, were, unfortu- 
nataly, much delayed in the commonosment of the 
season, by tbe failure of Congress, at the last ses- 
sion, to make a timely appropriation of fbnds to 
meet the expenses of the American party, and by 
other causes. The United States commissioner, 
however, expresses his expectation that, by in- 
creased diligence and energy, the party will be able 
to make up for lost time. 

We continue to receive assurances of the most 
friendly fiseliogs on the part of all the other Europe- 
an powers; with sach and all of whom it is so ob- 
viously our interest to cultivate the most amicable 
rdations. Nor can I anticipate the occurrence of 
any event which would be likely, in any degree, to 
disturb those relations. Russia, the great northern 
power, under the judicious sway of lier Emperor, 
IS constantly advancing in the road of science and 
improvement; while France, guided by the counsels 
of her wise sovereign, pursues a course calcula- 
ted to consolidate the general peace. Spain has ob- 
tained a breathing spell of some duration from the 
internal convulsions which hare, through so many 
years, marred her prosperity; while Austria, the 
Netherlands, Prussia, Belgium,'and the other pow- 
ers of Europe, reap a rich harvest of blessings from 
the prevailing peace. 

1 informed the two Houses of Congress in my 
message of December last, that instructions had 
been given to Mr. Wbeaton, our minister at Berlin, 
to negotiate a treaty with the Germanic Slates 
composing the ZoU Verein, if it could be done — 
stipulating, as far as it was practicable to accomplish 
it, for a reduction of the heavy and onerous duties 
levied on our tobacco, and other leading articles of 
agricultural production; and yielding, in return, on 
our part, a reduction of duties on such articles the 
proiiuction of tlieir industry, as should not come in- 
to competition, or but a limited one, with articles 
the product of our manufacturing industry. The 
executive, in ^vin^ such instructions, considered it- , 
self as acting in strict rxinformity with the wishes 
of Congress^ as made known through several meas- 
ures which It had adopted, all directed to the ac- 
complishment of this important result. The treaty 
was, therefore, negotiated, by which essential le- 
duction* were secured in the duties levied by the 
Zoll Verein, on tobacco, rice, and lard, accompanied 
by a stipulation for ti)« aditwrnoq of mw coUon (ttt 
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of duty. In exchad^ for whicli highly importaut 
concessions, a reduction of duties, imposed by the 
laws of the United States on a variety of articles, 
most of which were admitted free of ail duly under 
the act of Congress conimonly knowh as the com- 
promise law, and but few of which were produced 
in the United States, was stipulated for on our parL 
This treaty was communioited to the Senate at an 
early day of its last session, but not acted upon un- 
til near its close; when, for the want, *s 1 am bound 
to presume, of full time to consider it, it was laid 

Upon the table. This procedure had the effect of 
virtually rejecting it, in consequence of a stipulation 
contained in the treaty^ that its ratifications should 
be exchanged on Or before a day which has already 
passed. The Bjrtcutive, acting upon tlie fair infer- 
once that the Senate did not intend its absolute re- 
jection, ff.ve instructions to our minister at Berlin to 
t^opeo Ihe negotiation, so fiir as to obtjiin an esten- 
aior. of time for the exchange of tatifications. I re- 

, gret, however, to say that his efforts in this respect 
have been unsuccessful. I am, nevertheless, not 
without hope that the great advantages which were 
intended to be secured by the Qraly may yet be re- 
alized. 

I am Jtappy to inform you that Belgium has, by 
an "arrjte royale," ismiedin July last, assimilated 
tlie dag of the United States to her own, so far as the 
direct trade between the two countries is concerned. 
This measure wiU prove of^reat service to our ship- 
pi^ interest! the trade having heretofore been car- 
ied on chiefly in foreign bottoms. I flatter myself 

< that she will speedily resort to a modification of her 
system relating' ,to the tobacco trade, which would 
decidedly benefit the agriculture Of the United Statcii, 
and operate to the mutual advantage of both cotm- 
tries. 

No dafbiitive intellisenee has yet been received 
from our minister of the conclusion of a treaty with 
the Chinese Empire; but enough is known to in- 
duce the suvngest hopes that the mission will be 
crovmed with success. 

With Brazil our relations continue on the most 
friendly footing. The commercial intercourse be- 

. tween that growing empire and the United States is 
becoming daily of greatarfaiportance tobotb; and it 
is the interest of both that the firmest relations of 
amitv and good will should continue to be culti- 
tated betwe«D them. 

The republic of New Grenada still withholds, 
notwithst&Ming the most persevering efforts have 
been employed by ourchaigC d'affaires, Mr. Black- 
ford, to produce a different result, indemnity in the 
case of the brig "Morris." And the Congress of 
Venezuela, cdthoagb an arrangement has been eflfcct- 

. ed between our minister and the minister of foreign 
affairs of that government, for the payment of 
$18,000, in discharge of its liabilities in nie same 
cnse, has altogether neglected to make provision for 
its payment. It is to be hoped that a sense of jus- 
tice will soon induce a settlement of these claims. 

Our late minister to Chili, Mr. Pendleton, has re- 
lumed to the United Slates, without having effected 
an adjustment in the second claim of the Macedo- 
nian, which is delayed on grotmds altogether frivo- 
lous and untenable. Mr. Pendleton's successor has 
been directed to urge the claim in the strongest 
terms; and, in the event of a failure to obtain a per- 
inanent adjustment, to report the fact to the execu- 
tive at as early a day as possible, so that the whole 
matter may be communicated to Congress. 

At your last session, I submitted to the attentioa 
ofCongrtss the convention with the Republic of 
Peru, of the 17lh of March, 1841, providing for the 

. adjustment of the claims of citizens of the United 
States against that republic; but no definitive action 
was taken upon the subject. I again invite to it 
your attention and prompt action. 

In my last annual message, I felt it to be my duty 
to make known to Congress, in terms both plain 
and emphatic, my opinion in r^ard to the war 
which has so long existed between Mexico and 
Texas; which, since the battle of 3an Jacinto, has 
consisted altogether of predatory incursions, attend- 
ed by circumstances revolting to humanity. I re- 
peat now, what I then said, that, after eight years 
of feeble and ineffectual efiorts to recover Texas, it 
was time that the war should have ceased. The 
United States had a direct interest in the question. 
The contiguity of tlie two nations to our territory 
was but too well colculated to involve our peace. 
Unjust suspicions were engendered in the mind of 

oncor the other of the belligerents against ua; and, 

as a necessary consequence, American interests 
were auule to aufier, and our peace became doily 



endangered, tn addition to which, it must have 
been obvious to all, that the exhaustion produced 
by the war subjected both Mexico and TeXafe to 
the interference of other powers, ^hich, without the 
interposition of this government, might eventuate in 
the most serious injury to the tjnited Stales. This 
goyerniM«nt) fVom time to time, exerted its friendly 
offices to bring about a termination of hostilitiea 
upon tehns honorable alike to both the beUigerents. 
Its efforts in this behalf proved unavailing. Mexi- 
co seemed almost without an object to persevere in ' 
the war, and no other alternative was left tjie execu- 
tive but to lake advantage of the Welt knoWtl disposi*' 
tions of Texas, and to ihvlte her to enter into a 
ti^ty ftit annexittg ttfer territory to that of the United 
States. 

Since your last session, Mexico has threatened 
to renew the war, and ha« either made, or proposes 
to make, forniidable preparations for invading 
Texas. She has issued decrees and proclamations, 
prepamlory to the commencement of hostilities, full 
of threats revolting to humanity; and which, if car- 
ried into effect, Would arouK the attention of all 
Christendom. This new demonstration of feeling, 
there ia too much reason to believe, has been pro- 
duced in consequence of tlie negotiation of the late 
treaty of annexation with Texas. The executive, 
tberuore, could bot be indi^rent to such proceed- 
ings; and it fisU it to be due, as well to itself as te 
the honor of the country, that a strong representa- 
tion' should be mode to the Mexican eovemment 
upon the subject. This was accordiogfy don*, as 
will be seen 'by the copy of the accompanying des- 
patch from the Secretary of State to the United 
States envoy at Mexico, Mexico has no right to 
jeopard the peace of the world, by urging any longer 
a useless and fruitless contest. Such a condition of 
things would not be tolerated on the European con- 
tinent. Why should it be on thi^ A war of deso- 
lation, such as is sow threatened by Mexico, cannot 
be waged without involving our peace and tran- 
qudlitr. It is idle to believe that such a war could 
be looked upon widi indifference by our own citi- 
zens inhabiting adjoining States; and our neutrality 
wouM be violated, in despite of all efforts on the 
part of the government 10 prevent it. The country 
18 tetded by emigrants fi-om the United States, 
tinder invitations held out to them by Spain and 
Slexito. -Those em^rants have left behind them 
f(iOnds and relatives who vould not fail to sympa- 
thixe with them in their difficulties, and who would 
be led by those sympathies to participate in their 
strokes, however energetic the action of the govern- 
ment to prevent it. Nor would the numerous and for- 
midable bands of Indians, themost warlike to be found 
in apy land, which occupy the extensive regions 
contiguous to the Slates of Arkansas and-Missouri, 
and who are in possession of largo tracts of coun- 
try within the limits of Texas, be likely to remain 
passive. The inclination of those numerous tribes 
leads them invariably to war whenever pnifita 
exist ' 

Mexico bad no just ground of displeasure against 
this goveraraent or people for negotiating the treaty. 
'What interest of hers was affected by the treaty? 
She was despoiled of nothing, smce Texas was for- 
ever lost to her. The independence of Texas was 
recognised by several of the leeuiing powers of th« 
earth. She was (tee to treat — ^free to adopt her own 
line of policy — free to take the course which she be- 
lieved vras best calculated to secure her happiness. 
Her government and people decided on annexation 
to the United States; and the executive saw, in the 
acquialtioa of such a territory, the means of advonce- 
ing their permanent happiness and glory. 'What 
principle of good faith, then, was violated? What 
rule of politiwl morals trampled under foot' So far 
as Mexico herself was concerned, the measure should 
have been regarded by her as highly beneficial. Her 
inability to reconquer Texas had been exhibited, I 
repeat, by eight — now nine — yeors of fruitless and 
ruinous contest. In the mean lime, Texas has been 
growing in population and resources. Emigration 
has flowed into her territory, from all parts of the 
world, in a current which continues to increase in 
strength. Mexico requires a permanent boimdary 
between that young republic and hcrsalf. Texas, at 
no distant day, if she continues separate and detached 
from the Untied States, will inevitably seek to con- 
solidate her strength by adding to her domain the 
contiguonn provinces of Mexico. The npirit of re- 
volt from the control of the central government bnp, 
heretofore, manifested itself in some of those prov- 
inces; and it is fair to infer that they would be in- 
clined (0 take the first favorttble opportunity to pro- 



claim^eir independence, and to form dose olIioDOM 
with Texas. The war would thus be endless; or, if 
cessations of hostilities should occur, they would 
only endure for a season. The interests of Mexico, 
therefore, could in nothing be better coiMolted than 
in a peace with her neighbors, which would result 
in the establishment of a permanent bouadwy. 
Upon the ratification of the treaty, the executive was 
prepared to treatwith her on the moat liberal ba sis 
Hence the boundaries of Texas were left undefined 
by the treaty. The executive proposed to settle 
thest) upon terms that all the world should have pro- 
nounced just and reasonable. No negotiation upon 
that point could have been undertaken betweea tke 
United States and Mexico in advance of the mti&etr 
tion of the treaty. We should have hod no ri^t, 
no power, no authority, to have conducted sudk a 
negotiation; and, to have undertaken it, would have 
been an assumption equally revolting to the pride of 
Mexico and Texas, and sub^ting us to the charge 
of arrogance: While, to have proposed, in advance of 
annexation, to satisfy Mexico for any contingent 
interest riie might have In Texas, would have been 
to have treated Texas, not as an indepesdentpower, 
but as a mere dependency of Mexico. This as- 
sumption could not have been acted on by tbe ex- 
ecuuve without setting at defiance your own sol- 
emn declaration that uiot republic was an indepen- 
dent State. Mexico had, it is true, threatened war 
against the United States, in the event the treaty 
of annexation was ratified. The executive could 
bot permit itself to be influenced by thiathreat 
It represented in this the spirit of our people, who 
are ready to sacrifice much for peace, but nothing to 
intimidation. A war, under any circumstances, is 
greatly to be deplored, and the United States is the 
Utst nation to desire it; but if, as the condititm of 
peace, it be required of us to forego the unquestion- 
able ngbt of treating with an independent power, of 
our own continent, upon mattera highly interesdng 
to both, and that upon a naked and unsustoined pie- 
tension of claim by a third power, to control the 
free will of the power with whom we treat — devoted 
OS we may be to peace, and anxious to cullivaie 
friendly relations with the whole worid, the execu- 
tive does not hesitate to say that the pieople of the 
United States would be ready to brave all cooae* 
quences, sooner than submit to such condition. Bat 
no apprehension of war was entertained by the «x- 
-•ebutive; and I must expresslrankly die opinion thai, 
Kad the treaty.been ratified by the Senate, it would 
have been followed by a prompt settkment, to the 
entire satisfacUon of Mexico, of every matter in 
difference between the two countries. Seeing^heo, 
that new preparations for hostile iavasion of Texas 
were abput to be adopted by Mexico, and that these 
were brought about because Texas has adopted the 
suggestions of the executive upon the subject of an- 
nexation, it could not passively have folded its aims 
and permitted a war, threatened to be accompanied 
by every act that could mark a barbarous age, to be 
WEised against her because she had done so. 

Other considerations of a controlling character in- 
fluenced the course of the executive. The treaty 
which had thus been negotiated, bad fiuled to re- 
ceive the ratification of the Senate. One of the chief 
objections which were ur?ed against it, was found 
to consist in the fact that the question of annexation 
had not been submitted to the ordeal of public opin- 
ion in the United States. However untenable such 
an objectio»was esteemed to be, in view of the un- 
qnestionable power of the executive to n^joliatelhe 
treaty, and the great and lasting interests involved 
in the question, 1 felt it to be my duty to submit 
the whole subject to Congress as the best expoond- 
en of popular sentiment, No definitive action hav- 
ing been taken on the subject by Congress, the 
question referred itself directly to the decision of the 
States and the people. The great popular election 
which has just terminated afforded the best oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining the will of the States ontl peo- 
ple upon it. Pending that issue, it became the im- 
perative duty of the executive to inform Mexico that 
the question of annexation was still before the 
American people; and that, until their decision was 
pronoimeed, any serious invasion 'of Texas would 
be regarded as an attempt to forestall their judgment, 
and could not be looked upon vrith indifierenee. 
I am most happy to inform you that no such 
invasion has taken place, and I trust that, what- 
evpr your action may be upon it, M^xieo will 
see the Importance of deciding the matter by a 
resort to peaceful expedients, in preference to tlioae 
of arms. The decision of the people and the 
Suttfis, on iliis great imd interesting subject, bos 
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been deciaiTely manifested. The question of an- 
nexation has been presented nakedly to their con- 
oderetion. By the treaty itself, all collateral and 
UKidental issues, which were calculalcd to divide 
mnH djatract the public councils, were carefully avoid- 
ed. These were left to the wisdom of the future 
to determine. It presented, I repeat, the isolated 
(joeation of annexation; and, in that form, it has been 
■obsuued to the ordeal of publicsentimenl. A con- 
troBing majority of the people, and a large majority 
of the States, have declared in favor of immediate 
aanexation. Instructions have thus come up to both 
bnuiehes of Congress, from their respective constit- 
aukts, in terms the most emphatic It is the will of 
both the people -^nd tlw States that Texas shall be 
■annexed to Ae Union promptly and immediately. It 
xasy be hoped that, in carrying into execution the 
paotic will, thus-declared, all comiteral issues may be 
stvoided. Futare legislatures can best decide as to 
tbe nnmberof States which should be formed out of 
tli« tenitory, when the time has arrived for deciding 
tlutl question. So with all others. By the treaty 
the United States assumed the payment of the debts 
of Texas, to sn amount not exceeding $10,000,000, 
to be paid, with the exception of a sum falling abort 
of 1400,000, exehiaiveiy out of the proceeds of the 
a«leB of her public lanm. We could not, with hon- 
or, take the lands, without assuming the foil pay- 
ment of all ineombrences upon them. 

ITothing has occured since your last session, to 
induce a doubt that the dispositions of Texas remain 
tuialtered. No intimation of an altered determina- 
tion, on the part of her government and people, has 
been furnished to the executive. She stiu desires.to 
throw herself under the pioteetion of our laws, and 
to mrtake of the blessings of our federative systemj 
'while every American interest would seem to require 
it. The extension of our coastwise and foreign 
trade, to an amount almost incalculable — the en- 
largement of the market for oar manufacturea — a 
eonelantly growing market for oar agricultural pro- 
diictions— «ifety to our frontiers, and additional 
strei^fth and stability to the Union, — these are the 
results which would rapidly develope themselves 
a^n the consuinmation of the measure of annex- 
ation. In such event, I will not doubt but that 
Mexico would find her true interest to consist in 
meeting the advances of this government in a spirit 
of amity. 

Nor do I apprehend any serious complaint IVom 
aoy other qnarter, no sufficient froond exists -fbr 
■ueh cowitlaint. We should inteilfere in no respea 
with the ri^ta of any other nation. There cannot 
be gatheredirom the act «ny design on our part to 
do so with their possessions on this continent. We 
Imve interposed no impediments in the was of such 
■cqoiaitions of territory, large and extensive as 
many of them are, as the leading powers of Europe 
have made, from time to time, m every part of tne 
world. We seek no conquest made by war. N& 
iatrigue will have been resorted to, or acts of diplo- 
nacy essayed, to accomplish the annexation of 
Texas. Free and independent herself, she asks to 
be received into our Union. It is a question for our 
own decision whether she shall be received or not. 

The two governments having already agreed, 
through their respective organs, on the terms of an- 
nexation, I would recommend their adoption by 
Congress in the form of a joint resolution, or act, to 
be perfected and made binding on the two coun- 
tries, when adopted in like manner by the govern- 
ment of Texas. 

In order that the subject may be fully presented 
in aB its bearings, the correspondence which has 
taken place in reference to it, since the adjourn- 
ment of Congress, between the United States, Texas, 
and Mexico, is herewith transmitted. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
convention concluded between the United States and 
. Mexico on the 90th of November, 1843, have been 
transmitted through our minister, for the conciur- 
rence of the Mexican govetnment; but, although 
urged thereto, no action has yet been had on the 
subject; nor has any answer been given whidi 
would authorize a favorable conclusion in the future. 

The decree of September, 1843, in relation to Ute 
retail tmde, the order for the expulsion of foreign- 
ers, and that of a more recent date in regard to pass- 
port*— ell of which are considered as in violation of 
the treaty of amity and commerce between the two 
omntri ea h ave led to a correspondence of consid- 
erable leneth between the Minister for Foreign Re- 
lations and our representative at Mexico, but with- 
out any Mtiafiwtory reaolt. They reroam still un- 



adjusted; and many and serious inconveniences have 
already resulted lo our citizens in consequence of 
them. 

Questions growing out of the act of disarming a 
body of Texian troops under the command of Major 
Snively, by an officer in the service of the United 
Swtea, acting under the orders of our government; 
and the forcible entry into the custom-house at Bry- 
arly'B Landing, on Red river, by certain citizens of 
the United States, and taking away therefrom the 
goods seized by the collector of the customs, as for- 
feited under the laws of Texas, have been adjusted, 
so far as the powers of the executive extend. The 
correspondence between the two governments in 
reference to both subjects will be found among the 
accompanying documents. It contains a full state- 
ment of all the facts. and circumstances, with the 
views taken on both sides, and the principles on 
which the questions have been adjusted. It re- 
mains for Congress to make the necessary appropri- 
ation to carry the arrangement into effect; wnifli I 
respectfully recommend. 

The greatly improved condition of the treasury 
affords a subject for general congratulation. The 
paralysis which had fallen on trade and commerce, 
and whirh subjected the government to the necessi- 
ty of resorting to loans, and the issue of treasury 
notes, to a large amount, has passed away; ana, 
after the payment of upwards of (7,000,000, on ac- 
count of the interest, and in redemption of more 
than |5,000,000 of the^jublic debt, which fidia due 
on the 1st of January next, and setting apart up- 
wards of $2,000,000 for the payment of outstand- 
ing treasury notes, and meeting en instalment of the 
debts of the corporate cities of the District of Co- 
lumbia< — an estimated surplos of upwards of $7,000,- 
000, over and a^ve the existing appropnatiana, 
will remain in the treasury at the uose of the fiscal 
year. Should the treasury notes continue outstandr 
ing, as heretofore, that surplus will be considerably 
augmented. Althou^ all interest has ceased upon 
thrai, and the government has invited their return 
to the treasury, yet they remain outstanding; tS- 
fording great facilities to commerce, and establish- 
ing the net that, ander a well regulated system of 
finance, the government has resoaroes within itself, 
which render- it independent in time of n^ed, not 
only of private loons, but also of bank ftcilitiea. 

The only remaining sabject of regret is, that the 
remaining stocks of the govemmAit do not fall due 
at an eariier day; sinee their redsmption wouU b* 
entirely within its control. As it is, it may be vtU 
worthy the consideration of Congress, whether the 
law eMablishing the sinking fund — ander the opera- 
tion of which the debts of the retolution and last 
war with Great Britain were, to a great extent, ex- 
tinguished — should not, with proper modifications, 
(so ss to prevent an accumulation of surphises, and 
limited in amount to a specific sum,) be re-enacted. 
Such provision, which would authorize the govern- 
ment to go into the market for a purchase of its 
own stock, on fhir tertns, would serve to maintain 
its -credit at the highest point, and prevent, to a 
great extent, those flnctuations in the price of its 
Recurities which might) QiMlsr other cireumstimces, 
affect its credit. No apprehension of this sort is, 
at this moment, entertained; since the stocks of the 
government, which but two years ago were offered 
for sale to capitalists, at home and abroad, at a de- 
preciation, and could find no purehasera, are now 
greatly above par in the hands of the holders; but a 
wise and prudent forecast admonishes us to place 
beyond the reach of contii»ency the public crediL 

It must also be a matter of unmingled gratification, 
that, under the existing financial tystem — resting 
upon the act of 1789, and the resolution of 1816, — 
the currency of tlie country has attained a state of 
perfect soundness; and the rates of exchange between 
different ptirts of the Union — which, in 1841, deno- 
ted, by their enormotis amount, the great deprecior 
tion, and in fact wonhlessness of the currency m most 
of the States — are now reduced to little more than the 
mere ^expense of transporting specie from place to 
place," and the risk incidental to the operation. In a 
new country like that of the United States — where 
so many inducements are Leld oat for speculation — 
the depositories of the surplus revenue, consisting of 
banks of any description, when it reaches any con- 
siderable amount, require the closest vigilance on 
the part of the government. AU banking institu- 
tions, under whatever denomination they may pass, 
are governed by an almost exclusive regard to the 
interest of the stockholdera. That interest consists 
in the augmentation of profits, in the form of divi- 
dends; anoa large surplus revenue entrusted to their 



custody is but too apt to lead to excessive loans and 
to extravagantly lai^ issues of paper. As a necea- 
sory consequence, prices are nominally increased, 
and the speculative mania everywhere seizes upon 
the public mind. A fictitious state of prosperity for a 
season exists; and, in the language of the day, mo- 
ney becomes plenty. Contracts are entered info by 
individuals, resting; on this unsubstantial state of 
things; but the delusion speedily passes away, and the 
country is overrun by an indebtedness so weighty aa 
to overwhelm many, and to visit every department of 
industry with great and ruinous embarrassment. The 
greatest vigilance becomes necessary on the part of 

fovemmenttoguarda^ainstthisstateofthings. The 
epositories must be given distinctly to understand 
that the favon of the government vrill be altogether 
withdrawn, or substantially diminished, if its reve- 
nues shall be regarded as additions to their banking 
capital jor as the foundatimi of an enlarged cireula- 
tion. The government through its revenue has, at 
all times, an important part to perform in connection 
with the currency; and it greatly depends upon its 
vigilance and care whether the coimtry be involved 
in embarrassments similar to those which it ha* had 
recently to encounter; or, aided by the action of the 
treasury, shall be preserved in a soimd and healthy 
condition. 

The dangera to be guarded against are greatlyaug- 
mented by too large a surplus of revenue. When 
Utat surplus greatly exceeds in amount what shall 
be required by a wise and prudent forecast to meet 
unfbrseen contingencies, the legislature itself may 
come to be seized with a disposition to indulge in ex- 
travagant appropriations to objeets, many of which 
may — and most probably would — be found to conflict 
witn the constitution. A fhncied expediency is ele- 
vated above constitutioml authority; and a reckless 
and wastefiil extravagance but too certainly follows. 
The important power of taxation, which, when ex- 
ercised in its most restricted form, is a burden on la- 
bor and production, is resorted to, under various 
pretexts, for purposes having no affinity to the mo- 
tives which dictated its grant, and the extravagance 
of ^vemment stimulates individual extravagance, 
until the spirit of a wild and ill-regulated specula- 
tion involves one and all in its unfortunate results. 
In view of such fatal consequences, it may be laid 
down as an axiom, founded in morel and political 
truth, that no greater taxes should be imposed than 
are necessary for an economical administration of 
the government; and that wfaataver exists beyond, 
should be reduced or modified^ This doeh^ne does 
in no way conflict with the exercise of a sound dis- 
crimination in the selection of the articles to be 
taxed, which a due regard to the public weal would 
at all times suggest to the Iwislative mind. It leaves 
die range of sefeciion undefined; and such selection 
should always be made with an eye to the great in- 
terests of the country. Contposea as is the Union, 
of separate and independent States, a patriotic legis- 
lature will not fail, in consulting'tbe interests of the 
parts, to adopt such coarse as will be best calcu- 
lated to advance the harmony of the' whole, and, 
thus insure that permanency in the policy of the 
government without which all elibrts to advance 
the public prosperity are 'vain and fhiitless. This 
great and vitally important task rests with Congress; 
and the executive con do no more than recommend 
the general principles which should govern in its 
execution. 

I refer you to the report of the Secretary of War, 
for an exhibition of the eondititm of tfaearmy; and 
recommend to you, as well worthy your best con- 
sidertttion, many of the suggestions it contains. The 
secretary in no degree exaggerates the great import- 
ance of pressing forward, without delay, in the 
work of erecting and finishing the fortifications, to 
which he particularly alludes. Much has been 
done towards placing our cities and roadsteads in a 
state of security against the hazards of hostile attack, 
vrithin the last four yeare; but considering the new 
elements which have been, of late yean, employed 
in the propelling of ships, and the formidable imple- 
ments of destruction which have been brought into 
service, we cannot be too active or vigilant in pre- 
paring and perfecting the means of defence. I refer 
TOU, also, to his report for a full statement of the 
condition of the Indian tribes withm our jurisdiction. 
The executive has abated no effort in carrying into 
effect the well-established policy of the government, 
which contemplates a removal of all the tribes resi- 
ding within the limits of the several States, beyond 
those limits; and it is now enabled to congratulate 
the country at the prospect of an eariy consumnia- 
uon of this object Many of the tribe* have already 
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made great pragieM in the arts of etrilised life; and 
thioa^ the operation of the aehoola established 
amoof them, aided by the efforts of the pious men 
of Tarious religious deoomioationa — ^who devote 
themselves to the task of their improTement— we 
may fondly hope that the remains of the formidable 
tribes which were once the masters of this country 
will, in their transition from the savage state to a con- 
dhion of refinoneot and cultivation, add another 
bright trophy to adorn the labors of a well-directed 
trophy. 

The acoompanying report of the Secretary of the 
Nary will explain to you the situation of that 
branch of the service. The present organization of 
the department imparts to its operations great effi- 
ciency; but I concur fully in the prrpriety of a di- 
vision of the Bureau of Construction, Kquipment, 
and Repairs, into two bureaus. The subjects, as 
now arranged, are incongruous, and require, to a 
certain extent, information and qualifications alto- 
gether dissimilar^ 

The operations of the squadron on the coast of 
Africa have been conducted with all due attention to 
the object which led to its organization; and I am 
happy to say that the officers and crews have en- 
joyed the best possible health, under the system 
adopted by the officer in comnuuid. It is believed 
that the United States is the only nation which has, 
by its laws, subjected to the punishment of death, as 
puates, those who may be engaged in the slave 
trade. A similar enactment on £e part of other 
nations would not fitil to be attended by beneficial 
results. 

In consequence of the difiiciilties which have ex- 
isted in the way of securing titles for the necessary 
grounds, operations have not yet been commenced 
towards the establishment of the navy yard atMem- 

Shis. So soon as the title is perfected, no further 
elay will be permitted to mtervene. It is well 
worthy of your consideration, whether Congress 
shoula not direct the establishment of a rope-walk, 
in connection with the contemplated navy yard, as 
a measure not only of economy but as highly useful 
and necessary. The only establishment of the sort 
now connected with tlie service is located at Boston; 
' and the advanuiges of a similar establishment, con- 
venient to the hemp-growing region, must be ap- 
parent to all. 

The report of the Secretary presents other naaitera 
to your consideration, of an important character in 
connection with the service. 

In referring you to the accompanying report of the 
PostiQRster General, it affords me continued cause 
of gratification to be able to advert to the fact, that 
theaflairs of the department, for the last four years, 
have been so conducted as, from its unaided re- 
sources, to meet its large expenditures. On my 
coming into office a debt of nearly $500,000 existed 
against the department, wliich Congress discharged 
by an appropriation from the treasury. The depart- 
ment, on the 4th of March next, will be found, un- 
der the management of the present efficient head, 
free of debt or embarrassment, which could only 
have been done by the observance and practice of 
the greatest Vigilance and economy. The laws have 
contemplated, throughout, that ' the department 
should be ael^asiained; but it may become neces- 
sary, with the wisest regard to public interests, to 
introduce amendments and alterations in the sys- 
tem. There is a strong desire manifested in many 
quarters, so to alter the tariff of letter postage as to 
reduce the amount of Uuc at present imposed, Should 
such a measure be carried into effect, to the full ex- 
. tent desired, it cannot well be doubted but that, for 
first years of its operation, a diminished revenue 
would be collected, the supply of which would ne- 
cessarily constitute a charge upon the treasury. 
Whether such a result would be desirable, it will be 
for Congress, in its wisdom, to determine; It may 
in general be asserted that radical alterations in uny 
system should rather be brought about gradually, 
than by sudden changes; and by purauing this pru- 
dent policy in the reduction of letter postage, the 
department might still sustain itself through the 
revenue which would accrue by the increase of let- 
teis. The state and condition of the pubKc treas- 
ury have, heretofore, been such as to have precluded 
the recommendation of any material change. The ' 
difficulties upon this heaa have, however, ceased, 
and a large discretion is now left to the government. 

I cannot too strongly urge the policy of authoriz- 
ing the establishment of a line of steamships regu- 
larly to ply between this country and foreign ports, 
and upon our own waters, for the transportation 
of the mail. The example of the British govem- 



mem is well worthv of imitation in this lei^eet. 
The belief is strongly entertained that the emolu- 
ments arising from uie transportation of mail ntatter 
to foreign countries would operate of itself as an in- 
ducement to cause individiuil enterprise to undertake 
that branch of the task; and the remuneration of the 
government would consist in the addition readily 
made tooiu steam navy m case of emergency by the 
ships so employed. Should this suggestion meet 
your approval, the propriety of placing audi ships 
under the command of experienced officers of tne 
navy will not escape your observation. The appli- 
cation of steam to the purpose of naval Wamre 
cogently recommends an extensive steam marine as 
important in estimating the defences of the country. 
Fortunately, this may be attained by us lo a great 
extent, without incurring any large amount of ex- 
penditure. Steam vessels to be enipged in the trans- 
portation of the mails on our principal watercourses, 
' lakes, and parts of our coast, could also be so con- 
structed as to be efficient as war vessels, when need- 
ed; and would, of themselves, constitute a formidable 
force, in order to repel attacks from abroad. We 
cannot be blind to One feet that other nations have 
already added large numbers of steamships to their 
naval armaments; and that this new ana powerful 
agent is destined to revolutionize the condition of 
the world. It becomes the United States, therefore, 
looking to their security, to adopt a similar policy; 
and the plan suggested will enable them to do so at 
a small comparative cost. 

I take the greatest pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the zeal and untiring industrr which has charac- 
terized the conduct of^he memoera of the executive 
cabinet Each, in his appropriate sphere, has ren- 
dered me the most efficient aid in carrying on the 
government; and it will not, I tmst, appear oqt of 
place for me to bear this public testimony. The 
cardinal objects which should ever be held in view 
by those intrusted with the adtniaistration of public 
anairs,aretigidly, aad without &vor or affection, so 
to interpret uie national will, exprcMed in die laws, 
as that injustice should be done to none — justice to 
all. This has been the rule upon which they have 
acted; and thus it is believed that few cases, if any, 
exist, wherein our fellow-citizens, who, from time 
to time, have been drawn to the seat of government 
for the scMlement of their transactions With the gov- 
ernment, have gone away dissatisfied. Whete the 
testimony has been perfected, and was esteemed sat- 
isfactory, their claims have been promptly audited; 
and this in the absence of aU fevoritism or par- 
tiality. The government which is not just to its 
own people, can neither claim their affestion, nor 
the respect of the worid. At the same timo die 
closest attention has been paid to those mattera 
which relate more immediatefy to the great concerns 
of the country. Order and efficiency in each branch 
of the public service have' prevailed, accompanied 
by a system of the most rigid responsibility on the 
port of the receiving and disburaing agents. The 
ract, in illustration of the truth of this remark, de- 
serves to be noticed, thai the revenues of the gov- 
ernment, amounting, in the last four years, to up* 
wards of $120,000,000, have been collected and dis- 
bursed, throng the numerous governmental agents, 
without the loss, by default, of any amount wor- 
thy of serious commentary. 

The appropriations made by Congress for the im- 
provement of the rivers of the West, and of the hor- 
Dors on the lakes, are in aeourseofjudicious expend- 
iture under suitable agents; and are destined, it is 
to be hoped, to realize all the benefits designed to be 
accomplishol by Congress. I cannot, however, suf- 
ficientfy impress upon Congress the great import- 
ance of withholding appropriations from improve- 
ments which are not ascertained, by previous exam- 
ination and survey, to be necessary for the shelter 
and protection of trade from the daingere of storms 
and tempests. Without this precaution, the ex- 
penditures are but too apt to enure to the benefit of 
individuals, without relirence to the only considera- 
tion which can render them constitutional — the pub- 
lic interests and the general good. 

I cannot too earnestly urge upon you the interests 
of this District, over which, by the constitution. 
Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. It would be 
deeply to be regretted should there be, at any time, 
ground to complam of neglect on the part of a 
community which, detatchcd as it is from the par- 
ental care of the States of Virginia and Maryland, 
can only expect aid from Congress, as hs local le- 
gislature. Amongst the subjects which daim your 
attention, is the prompt Organization of ah asylum 



for tlM inauw, who may be found, fi«m tiaie b» 

time, sojourning within the District Such coarse 
is also aemanded by considerations which apply to 
branches of the puolic service. For the necessities 
in this behalf, 1 invite your particular atteotion to 
the report of the Secretary of the Kavy. 

1 have thus, gentlemen of the two Houaes of Con- 
gress, presented you a true and faithful picture of 
the condition of public affairs, both foreign and , do- 
meMic The wants of the public service jire made 
known to you; and matters of no ordinary impor- 
tance are ur^ upon your consideration. Shidl I 
not be permitted to congratulate you on the hsjipy 
auspices under which jou have assembled, aai on 
the important chan^ in the condition of ihinga 
which has occurred m the last three yean? Dqf- 
iiig that period, questions with foreign powers, of 
vital importance to the peace of our country, haTe 
been settled and adjusted. A desolating and wast- 
ing war with savage tribes has been l«ought to a 
close. The internal tranquillity of the ceuntry, 
threatened by agitating questions, has been preserv- 
ed. The credit of the government, which had exp*- 
rienced a temporary embarrassment, has been tho- 
roughly restored. Its coffen, which, for a oeaaon, 
were empty, have been replenished. A currency, 
nearly uniform in its value, has tiken the place of 
one depreciated and almpst worthless. Commerce 
and manufactures, which bad sufifered in common 
with every other interest, have once more revived; . 
and the whole country exhibits an aspect of prosper- 
ity and happiness. Trade and barter, no longer 
governed by a wild and speculative mama, rest upon 
a solid and substantial footing; and the rapid growth 
of our cities, in every direction, bespeaks most 
strongly the favorable circumstances by which we 
are surrounded. My happiness, in the retirement 
which shortly-awaits me, is the ardent hope which 
I experience, that this state of prosperity u neither 
deceptive nor destined to be snort lived; and that 
measures which have not yet received its sanction, 
but which I cannot but regard as closely connected 
with the honor, the glory, and still more enlarged 
prosperity of the country, are destined, at an eariy 
day, to receive the approval of Congress. Under 
these circumstances, and with these anticipations, I 
shall most gladly leave to othera, more able than 
myself, the noble and pleasing task of sustaining 
the public prosperity. 1 shall carry with me into 
retirement the gratifying reflection mat, as my sole 
object throughout has T>een to advance the p<lblie 
^ood, I may not entirely have fluled in accomplish- 
ing i^ and this mtifieation is heightened m bo 
small d^ree by the fact that when, under a deep 
and abiding sense of duty, I have found myself con- 
strained to resort to the qualified veto, it has neither 
been followed by disapppoval on the part of the peo- 
ple, nor weakened in any degree their attachment to 
that neat conservative feature of our government. 
JOHN TYLER. 

WAimNaTON, Dectmbtr, 1844. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the message was or- 
dered to lie on the table, and the usual quantity to 
be printed. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the usual extra number 
— 3,500 copies of the message without the docu- 
ments, and 1,500 of the message and accompanying 
documents — be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. POSTER remarked that some of the docu- . 
roents accompanying the message were of an im- 
portant and interesting character, and the number 
proposed to be printra was, therefore, too small. 
He moved that 3,000, instead of 1,500, of the me.<!- 
soge with the accompanying documents, be printed. 

The amendment was agreed to; and 3,500 copies 
of the message without the documents, and 3,000 
copies with the documents, wore ordered to be 
printed, in addition to the usual quantity, for the 
use of the Senaie. 

Mr. WHITE gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce the following bills, viz: 

A bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; 

A bill to grant certain lands to the State of Indi- 
ana, the belter to enable the said Suite to extend 
and complete the Wabash and Erie Canal from 
Terra Haute to the Ohio river, and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Joshua Kennedy, of Alabama. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate adjourned 
till to-morrow, 12 o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF B£PaESENTATiy£S. 
TDCS0AT, December 3, 1844. 
The SPEAKER called the House to order at 12 
o'clock, and thejoomal of yesterday was read and. 



, CAVE JOHNSON, from the committee ap- 
peiBled y ea tat day to wait upoo the Preaident of the 
Deilad ^atea aai inform bim that the two Houaea 
of Congraaa vreie orpuiized and ready to receive 
aey communication which be might hare to make, 
wpo n a d that they had diachaiged the dnty asatgned 
to diein, and that the Preaident infonnra them he 
would communicate to the two Houaea, at 12 o'clock 
this day, a meaaage in writing. 

STANDING COMHITTESS. 

Mr. SAUNDERS submitted a resolotion, which 
waa agreed to, as follows: 

Rtmhtd, Tlut the luoal itanding committee! b» sppoint- 
•d onder the mlei uul orden of the Koum. 

ABOLITION PETITIONS. 

Mr. ADAMS, pursuant to notice given yeater- 
day«Mbmitled the fbUowing resolution: 

tMmhid, Tkat the Mth ttsading rale for eonduetfav the 
hmhien of thto Hoiue, in the wovdf foUowiiiK: 

"Ne petitton, memorial, reiohitlen, or other paper pny- 
i^ the AoHtiott of eUTery in the District of CeluiAbla, or 
•n^Btata or Teciitoty, or the ebre trade between tlia Statei 
orTeiTilariee of the Uailed- SUtea in which it now exiaU, 
ahail be racaiTed bjr tlUa Hooae, or estertained in »Bj wajr 
whateTer;" 
be anl fhe aaae ia hereby raacinded. 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and naya, and 
they ware ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the reaolntioabe 
laid upon the table. 

Meaari. GIDDINOS and ADAMS aimidtana- 
otMly called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
•(doad. 

JoHH TvLUt, jr. eaq., private aeeretair of the Preai- 
daat of the Umted States, appeared below the bar, 
■id alalad that he waa directed by the President to 
deliver to the House of Repreaeoiativea a meaaage in 



Thamosaaea was conveyed to the Speaker, and 

Mr. THOMPSON hoped the meaaage would be 
nad. 

Mr. ADAMS said he hoped the calling of the 
yeaa atid naya would be proceeded with. 

The roll wm then called, and the motion to lay on 
ih* labia wtm negatived— yeaa 81, nays 104, aa fol- 
lows: 

TEAS— Meaan. ArttafUm, AA», Atklnaon, Bailj, ^*r- 
tt^ar. Bidlaek, EdwanT J. Black, Jamea Blaolc, Jamea A. 
Btaek, Blackwell, Bowlin, Bojd, M. Brows, W. J. Brown, 
Bade*, But, CsUwell, Caaain, Beuben Chapaoan, Aagaatni 
A. Cb^taaa, Clinton, Cobb, Daniel, Oarrelt Darii, Jolin 
W. Daais, Dawaon, Debenr, Dellet, Dromgoole, Ficklin, 
Fnaeh, Oonin, Otider; Haralaon, Hohnea, Hose, Hopluni, 
Booaton, Bufhea, Chariea J. Ingenoll, Jamaaon, Care 
Jonnaon, Andrew Johnson. George W. Jonaa, Preston lUng, 
Labrapehe, Lucas, LnmplLin, McClernaad, McConneU, Mo. 
by, Mathews, Isaac E. Morse, Mnrphj, Newton, Norris, 
Payne, Pr7lon,DaTid S. Raid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Rod- 
B^, aanndara. 8enter, Simpson, SudeU, Robert Smith, 
Mseand, (Hephens, Stfles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Ttxier, Thomaaaon, Tlntpson, Tibbatti, Waller, Wood- 
w«M and Taneey— 81. 

NATS— Measra. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Balier, Barnard, 
BaatMi, Brinlcechofi', IBrodhead, Jeremiah Brawn, Baling 
lea. Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Carr, Catlin, Chilton, Cling- 
men, CoUamer, Craniton, Dana, Damgh, bean, Dickey, 
OflBnaham, Dnnlap, Ellii, Elmer, Farlee, Fiih, Horence, 
Faol, F°aUer, Oiddings, Byiam Qnen, Orinneli, Hale, Han- 
aSial HaaaUn, Edward S. Hamlin, Hardin, Haiper, Henley, 
Heiilck, Hnhbell, Hndaon, Hungerfoid, James B. Hunt, Jo- 
seph i. Ingeiaoll, Irrin. Jenki, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew 
Kmaedv, Daniel P. King, Kirkpalrlck, Leonard, Lyon, Mc- 
Cafiaien, MoClelland, Mcllraine, Maiah, Edward J. Morria, 
Joseph MoiTia, FTeainan H. Morse, Moaeley, Nes, Owen, 
hnaenter, Patterson, Fettit,Ph<enix, Pollock, ElisbaR. Pot. 
ter, Pratt, Preston, Pnrdy, Ramsay, Rathbun, Ritter, Robin- 
son, Rockwell, Rogers, St. John, Samule, Schenck, Berer. 
aaoe, Thomas H. Seymonr, David L. Beymoor, Albert 
Smith, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stet- 
son, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, 
Wentworth, Wethered. Wbeaton, John White, Benjamin 
VUte, WilUaras, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. 
Wr^ht and Yost— IM. 

The queation recurred on the adoption of the ie»- 
olation on which the yeaa and nays had been oi^ 
dered, and they resulted — yeaa 108, nays 80, as fol- 
ktws: 

Y£AS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bai> 
aard, Benton, James Black, Brinkertiua', Brodhead, Jere- 
Biah Brown, BolBngton, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Cat- 
Bn, Clingmaa, Clinton, Collamer, Cranaton, Dana, Darragh, 
Bean, D&key, DiUin((ham, Duncan, Dunlu>, Ellis, Elmer, 
hilac, Fiah, Florence, Foot, Fuller, Olddings, Byram 
Orren, Orinneli, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward S. Ham. 
Ua, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hnhbell, Hndson, 
Haagerlbrd, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingarsoll, Irrin, 
leaks, PeilaT B. Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Ken. 
Mdy, Daniel P. King, Kiikpatrick, Leoaard, Lyon, McCana- 



len, McClelland, McDowell, McIIvaine, Manh, Edward J. 
Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Nes, 
Owen, Paimenler, Patterson, Pettit, l^oenLx, Pollock, EUiha 
R. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ramsvy, Kalhbuu, Ritter, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, St. John, Sample, Kcbenck, 
Sererance, Thomaa 11. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Albert 
Smith, John T. Smith, Thomaa Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stet- 
son, Andrew Stewut, John Stewart, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, 
Wentworth, Wethend, Wheaton. Jehn White, Benjamin 
White, Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. 
Wright, and Yoat— 106. 

NAYS— Meaars. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Baily, Bar^ 
rintrer, Bidlaek, Edward J. Black, James A, Black, Black- 
well, Bowlin, Boyd, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, 
Burkr, Burt, Caldwell, Caosin. Beuben Chapman, Angus 
tns A. Chapman, Cbilton, Cobb, Daniel, ttarrett Davii, John 
W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Dromgoole, Flcklin, 
Fronch, Goggin, Orider, Haralson, Holmes, Hoffe, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hnbard, Hughes, Charies J. Insrersoll, Jameson, 
Cave Johnagn, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston 
King, Labmnche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McClemand, McCon- 
nellT McKay, Mathews, Isaac L. Morse, Murphv, Newton, 
Norrli, Payne, Peyton, David 3. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, 
Rodney, Sannden, Senter, Simpson. Slidell, Rpbert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Taylor, Thomaaaon, Thompson, Tibbatts, Waller, Wood, 
ward, and Tancey— GO. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

THE president's MESSAGE. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the message re- 
ceived from ^e Preaident be now read; and it waa 
read accordingly. 

[See Senate prooeedinga.] 

Mr. WEXXER moved that the Presidenfa mes- 
sage be laid upon the table, and that 15,000 copies 
thereof be printed — 10,000 with the accompaaying 
documents, and 5,000 without the dociunsnts. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS thought die motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio waa not the proper one. He 
deemed another form of reaolution more appropri- 
ate, and he had prepared such reaolution for sub- 
miaaion to the Houae, as fellows: 

BtKhtd, That the meaaage of the President of the United 
Slataa be referred to the Conunittee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, apdtliat 14,000 copies thereof , be print- 
ed — 104)00 with the accompanying docomenta, and 6,000 
without the aoeoaapanylng dooumenta, for the use of the 
Hoosa. 

Mr. WELLER accepted the suggested amendment, 
though he would, at the same time, inform the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, that the course suggested by 
that gentleman was not the uniform course parsuM 
by this House. It was so in olden time, but not 
for the last f^w yeara, during which the President's 
message had been referred to the appropriate stand- 
ing eommitteea. 

Wf. WENTWORTH moved to amend the mo- 
tion by the addition of the words "and 3,000 tiopies 
in the German language, without the accompanying 
documenta." 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the amendment, by 
adding the words, "and every other tongue talked 
in the United Statea of America." [Laughter, and 
orie»of"what! In the Cherokee?"] 

Mr. McCONNELL suggested that a suitable 
number ahould be printad in the OU Coiigo lan- 
guage. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the amend- 
inent to the amendment, (Mr. Hale's,) and it waa 
agreed to. 

The queation then recurred on th« amoidment 
of Mr. Wek twobth as amended. 

Mr. WELLER inquired if he could withdraw 
hia acceptance of the aubatitute of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Davis] for the motion which 
he had submitted. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman could 
not withdraw bis ac eptemce, the House being en- 
id in acting upon the amendmenta thereto, 
'he question waa then taken on the amendment 
as amended, and it waa negatived. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Wellch, as amended on the suggestion of Mr. J. 
W. Davis. 

Mr. PARMBNTGR hoped the course suggested 
by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Dath^ and 
adopted^by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wel- 
LEa,] would not meet the approbation of the House. 
It had been the custom of late years to refer the dif- 
ferent subjects in the President's message to the 
standing committees, though formerly the message 
had been referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. The latter custom had 
been pursued fof the purpose of a general debate 
thereon; but that object had more recently been at- 
tained in other ways; and if the motion of the gentle- 
man from Indiana prevailed, no advantage would be 
gained; but it would neceaaarily follow that the 
mattera contained in Uie message would be taken 



ftt>m the standing committees to which they belong- 
ed. There were subjects in the messsge whiw 
could only with propriety be first considered by the 
Committee on Military Afiairs; others that belong- - 
ed to the Comraitlae on Naval A6Urs; and some 
which belonged to other committees; he therefore 
hoped the motion would prevail as originally sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wbu.bb,] 
with a dtfferenee in relation to the printing; believing, 
as he did, that 15,000 copiea, with the accompany- 
ing documents, would not be more than the Houae 
required. He therefore would move to atrike out 
that part of the reaolution by which it was propoaed 
to reter the meaaage to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and so to change the other 
part as to make it conform to the suggestions he 
had made. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana obaerved'that he had 
drawn hia resolution in accordance with the practice 
which formerly prevailed in the House, and, he 
had supposed, in accordance with the views enter- 
tained by his friend fh>m Maaaachuaetts, [Mr. 
Paxhenter.] Some of his fliends objected becanse 
the reaohitioa did not conform to the practice of a 
more recent date; but he thought that the old prac- 
tice was the preferable one. He saw no advantage 
that would result in departing from the old usage, 
and hoped it would now be aonered to. 

Mr. PARMENTER moved to amend the resolu- 
tion, by striking out all after the word "leaolved," 
and inaertiogJ'That' the Preaident's message, with 
the accompanying documenta, be printed for the 
uae of the House, and tiiat 10,006 extra copiea of 
the message and documenta ||be also printed.'' 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inqiured whether a motion 
to lay on the table would be in order, after a motion 
had been made to refer the aubject to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

The SPEAKEIR said that there was no motion 
pending to lay the meaaage on the table. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that he underatood 
the gentleman from Maaaachuaetts to say ha in- 
tended to make a motion to lay the meaaage on the 
table— and he would aijggeat to him, as he had 
offered an argument against the reference to the 
Committee of the Whole, to permit the vote to be 
taken on that question. While up, he bened leave 
to express the hope that the. Houae wowd reatore 
the ancient usage of referring the President's mea- 
sage and documents to the Committee of the Whole 
on the atate of the Union, where a diacuasion on 
the varioua intereats of the country would be moat 
appropriate. The Committee of the Whole waa the 
proper place for audi a discussion; and the practice 
of discussing the Preaidenfa meaaage there had al- 
wa^a jnavailed till within a few yeara pest, when, 
in times of high party excitement, it waa thought ex- . 
pedient to take a dimrent course. 

Mr. PARMENTER waa weU aware that the 
former practice was to discuaa the aubjects embraced 
in th<A President's message in Committee of the 
Whole; but he waa also aware that this practkse aW 
ways led to a long debate, perhapa sf three or four 
weeks, to the neglect of the other busineaa of the 
countiT'. He was still of opinion that the most ap- 
propriate course would be, after the atanding com- 
mittees were appointed, to parcel out the meaaage 
among them according to the subjects that will come 
within their superviaion. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH inquired whether it 
would be in order to move the printing of 2,500 
copiea of the meaaage and dooumenta in the Gennan 
language. 

The SPEAKER replied that such a motion would 
be in order. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH then moved diat 2,500 
copies of the message and documents be printed in 
the German language; and on that motion he called 
for the previous queation. 

On taking the queation on the demand for the pra- 
vioua quesuon, it waa found that the Houae refused 
to second it. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend Mr. Reaaar Smth's 
amendment, by adding, "and the some number in 
every other language spoken in the United States." 

The SPEAKER said that Mr. Halx's amend- 
ment was not in order^^ 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH called for the yeaa and 
nayc; but they were not ordered. 

The question was put on Mr. Smith's amend- 
ment, and it waa rejected. 

The question waa put on agreeingto the amend* 
ment, and resulted in ayea 74, noea 32— no quorum 
voiiag. 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 



CaWGRESSIONAL QLOfit:. 



Teller* www ordered; and the vote being taken in 
tliat way, the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on agreeing to the icsolu- 
tion— 

Mr. PAYNE asked if it was in order to offer an 
amendment' 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not be in 
order. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that, as the resolu- 
tion for printing had been disposed of, the messa^ 
was then before the House. He moved to refer it 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. PARMENTER moved that the message and 
documents be laid on the table. 

Mr. DROMGOOLK observed that he was not 
disposed to debate a question in which debate was 
not in order, but he would inquire of the gentremnn 
from Massachusetts whether he wished to put the 
President's message in a condition that it would re- 
quire two-thirds to take it up? 

The question was put on the m»tion to lay the 
message and documents, on the table, and decidied in 
the negative. 

The message and documents were then referred 
to the Qommittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. WRIGHT of Indiana, gave notice, that on 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill making appropriations for 
the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

Mr. PRESTON KING gave noUce of his inten- 
tion, on some future day, to introduce a bill to re- 
duce and regulate At rates of postage. 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 
Mr. J. R. INOBRSOLL gave notice that he 
would, tomorrow, or some subsequent day, move 
to bring in a bill to alter and amend the naturaliza- 
tion laws of the United Stales. 

DISTRIBUTTON. 

Mr. G. DAVIS ofiered the following joint resolu- 
tion: 

Rftatcri ty Iht Smale <md llmut tf TitjimntmUm ^f 
thf Umird Suta of ^mtriet l» C»ntrm QtttwtiM, That 
the Scoralary of the Trewury be,«n<l ■• hereby, authoriird 
enJ directed to pay ovar to the treasurer, or other proper' 
authority of the sevenil State* of the United atate<,th« turn 
of ti^l^lA M. the foorth iiutalmeot of the money in the 
trcsDury directed to bt deposited with the Meverml States by 
the act entitled '* Aji act to regulate the depoutei of the puh* 
lip money,^ approved June n, 1836; the distribution here- 
by directed toVe made quarterly in equal iastalments, ac. 
cording to the provisions of the astaibrrsaid. 

Mr. WELLEIR asked if that resolution was in 
orde. If not, he should ol'ject ta its reception. 

The SPEAKER said that it was in order. 

Mr. WELLER moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. G. DAVI.S called for the yeas and naya; 
wiiich were ordered. • 

Mt. STEENROD said that the joint resolution 
being of the nature of a bill, it was not in order for 
tin gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis] to 
intnduce it without one day's previous notice. 

The SPEAKER remarked to the centlcmao fi^om 
Kentucky that be would find himself much embal^ 
rassed in proceeding with a bill or a joint resolutbn 
in the present condition of the House — there being 
no standing committees yet appointed, to which it 
could be referred. The very neM step to be taken 
aAer the second reading of the resolution, this difE- 
cullv would arise. 

Mr. DAVIS wished the question to be taken on 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wei-lkr.] 

The question was then taken on laying the resolu- 
tion on the table, and decided in the mrmative-— 
yeas 105, nays 68, as follows: 

YEAS— Messra. Arrington, Atkinsoa, Benton, Bidlsck, 
Edward J. Black, Jamea A. Black, BlackweU. Brinker- 
hoir, William J. Brown, Buike, Burt, CaUwell, Carpenter, 
Jeremiah K. C'ary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Auguitus A. 
Cltapman, Clinton, t'obb, Dana, Daniel, John W. I>aTis, 
Dawson, Doan, DUlingliam, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
DunUp, Kiiis, KJmer, Farlee, French, Byram Green, Hale, 
Hannihitl Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, 
Iloge. Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hun- 
gerford, James B Hunt, Charies J. Ingersoir Jameson, 
t^ave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, (ieorge W. Jones, Preston 
King, Kirkpatrick, Labrancfae, LronanI, Lucas, Lnmpkin, 
Lyon, MciMelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, 
McKay, Joneph Morris, Itaar K. Morse, Norris, Owen, Tar. 
menter, Payne, Pratt, Rathbnn, David 8. Rcid, Reding, 
Helfe,; Rbett, Hitter, St John, Sauadara. Thomas K Bey. 
mour, David L. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, Tbomas Smith, 
RolMrt Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, 
Janes W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Taylor, Thompson, Tib- 
hatts, Weller, Wrntworth. Wheaton, Bei^amin White, 
Williams., Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, YaBcey. and 
Yost-IIM. 



NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Ba 
Barnard, Bnxlhead, J. Brown, Buflington, Cansln, ChllTon, 
Clingman, Collamer, Ctunston, Darragn, O. Davis, Deberry, 
Dellel, Dickey, Fish, Florence, Foot, Fuller, Oiddings, 
Ooggin, Orinoell, Oridsr, E. S. Hamliu, Hardin, Harper, 
Httdson, Josaph B. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Ferley B. John, 
son, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King.^cIIvaiiw, Marsh, 
Edward J. Morris, Fneman H. Mone, Moseley, Nea, New- 
ton, Patterson, Peyton, Fhonlx, Polloek, Elisha R. Potter, 
Preston, Ramsey, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, 
Schanck, Senter, Severance, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Stephens, Thomasson, Tyler, Vinton, Wethered, John 
White, WinOtop, and William Wright— 88. 

The House then adjourned. 



IN SENATE. 
WcDKEiOAT, December 4, 1844. 

Messrs. Hekdersot and Miller, in addition to 
those senators heretofore announced, appeared in 
their seats to-day. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Chester Asiilit, senator, elected by tlie 
legislature of Arkansas to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the death of the Hon. W. S. Fulton. 

The . credentials having been read, Mr. Asblkt 
was qualified and took his seat. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, it was 

Raolrtd, That the 34th rule be so far suspended thai the 
presiding officer of the Senate shall appoint for the preaent 
session the standing committees of the Senate. 

A joint resolution was received from the House, 
proposing the appointment of two chaplains, one by 
each House, and providing for an interchange of 
their services. 

The resolution having been read, was then, on 
the motion of Mr. WHITE, considered and adopt- 
ed; and. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
proceeded to the election of chaplain. The ballot 
being taken, and counted, resulted as follows: 
Whole number of votes 27, of which 
Rev. Mr. Tuston received - - - 35 

Rev. Mr. Hale - - - - 1 

Rev. Mr. Sprole - - • - 1 

Rsv. Mr. Tuston was therefore- declared ta be 
elected. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, leave was giantp 
ed to withdraw from the files the documents teoma- 
panying the petition of Jacob Brandega, praying 
that his claim to a tract of land may be coniSrmed. 

Mr. EVANS gave notice that be would, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to introduce a bBt for the benefit of 
David Shaw and Daniel Boston. 

Mr. ATHERTON gave notice that be would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for die settle- 
laent of the claims of New Hampshire against the 
United'Statea. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resdu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the ta- 
ble, viz: 

Bttthti, That the President of the United Slates he le- 
qaested to communicate to the Senate a copy of all U>a 

Sroceediiigs In the case of the inquiry Into Ui« olBoial con- 
act of Silas Reid, esq., principal surveyor of Missouri a^. 
Illinois, so as to show a full view of all the eomplaj^u 
against him, and of all the evidence taken in relatioa 
thereto, and the daciaion of the President tharenpoa. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury department, 
transmitting in pursuance of law, a copy of the treas- 
urer's accounts with the United Stat' s, for the third 
and fourth quarters of 1843, and the first and second 
qiirirters of 1844, as adjusted by the accounting 
officeta of the department; which, on motion Mr. 
HUNl* INOTON, was ordered to lie on the table. 

Oi; notion, the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
WeDneidat, December 4, 1844. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and approv- 
ed. 

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS. 

Since the publication of the list of members pres- 
ent on Monday, the following have appeared, and 
taken their seats: 

Hon. Jacoi Collamer, from the State of Ver- 
mont; 

Hon. JoLiDs Rockwell, fVom the Slate of Mas- 
sachusetts; 

Hon. Smith M. Purdt, and Hon. Thomas J. 
Patterson, from the State of New York; 

Hon. Lccivs d. C. Elmer, from the State of 
New Jersey; 

Hon. John T. Suitb, from the State of Pennsyl- 
vania; 



Hon. Joseph H. Petton, flrom the State of Ten- 



Hon. JoBi JAiiB*oH,from the Stale of Miasoori; 

Hon. CaAKLM H. Carroll, fh>m the State of 
New York; 

Hon. 6. W. SoMiiBas, (trom the State of Vir- 
cinia, 

Hon. JBumAH Rdssbll, firom the State of New 
York;'a»d 

Hon. W. H. Hammbtt, from the State of Miasi*- 
•ippL 

NOTICES OF BILLS AND RESOLVTIONS. 
Mr. PRATT gave notice that he should hereaf- 
ter ask leave to introduce the following Jmntreaolii- 
tion: 

Rttohed hy tMt Senate oni House of Reprt9ent*li»e$ of {Ac 
Vniud Statu of .Smrrua In Cmttrn mttemUfil, That the 
Secretsnr of War be allowed to loan anch marquees aad 
tenia sa he nwy think proper, whenever oOcially nquitai 
by any regnlaily-ornnlzed State agricultural society, to 
promote the convenience of the farming and meihsnical 
eommnnity, and the public genetally, at the annual agiicnl' 
tnral fairs and cattle shows in the dMoieat States of the 
UolOD— it being dlsiineUv nnderatood that snch SMs aseia. 
ties sliall be responsible ror all loaa or dansgp, and tliat the 
articles b« taken and returned aafely without any ezpeaae 
to the goTemment. 

Mr. BURT gave notice that he should hereafter 
ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal the duty on 
cotton bagging and gunny cloth. 

Mr. JIMES a. black gave notice of hia in- 
tention to ask leave (o introduce a bill regulating Ae 
pay of the army, and for other purposes. 

Mr. PH(£NIX gave notice of his intention here- 
after to ask leave to introduce a bill to Tcpai the 
duty on railroad iron. 

Mr. DANA gave notice of his int«Dtion hei«aAar 
to ask leave to mtroduce a bill to abolish the flank- 
ing privilege, and to reduce the rates of {xwtage. 

Mr. McCLELXAND gave notioe of a bul rela- 
tive to the offce of survejror general for the Statas of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Miemgan. 

Mr. OWEN gave notice that to-morrow, or on 
some snbaeqiient day of the session, he would 
move for. leave to introduee a bill granting .certain 
lands for the completion of the extension of the 
Wahaah and Erie canal. 

PRESIDENTIAL KLSCTI0N8. 

Mr. DUNC!AN, pursuant to notice hemofore 
given, asked have to introduce a bill. 

The SPEAKER suggested that there had been 
no committees appointed; and therefore tbe bill 
could not be refarred. 

Mr. DUNCAN replied that he did not wish its 
reference to any other than the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MIOMGOOLE inquired whether the notice 
given hy the eentleman finom Ohio had been entered 
on the journal; and, if so, whether the leave adced 
must not be formally granted by the Housed 

Mr. DUNCAN remarked that he was asking 
leave. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE contimed to remark that 
leave must be formally given by this House; and 
then the old parliamentary practice was, that the 
old bill was brought in by a committee. 

Mr. DUNCAN (af^er some conversation between 
him, Mr. Dromgoole, and the Speaker, on the 
precise course to be pursued) explained that the bill 
was well known to this House, for it was passed 
upon at the last session. It was a bill to provide 
for ^e holding of the elections of electors of^ Presi- 
dent luid Vice President of the United States on a 
uniform and certain day throughout all the States of 
the Union. 

The SPEAKER rose to put the question on the 
motion for leave to introduce the bill; but 

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and called the attention 
of the Chair to the rule gbverning such proceed- 
ing. The IHth rule was in these words: 

'F.rery bUl ahall he introduced on tbe report of a com- 
mittee, or by moUon for leave, in the latter case, at laaal 
one day'idnotice should t]e given ol the motion, and the 
motion shall be made, and the bill introduced, if leave is 
given, when resolutions are called for snch motion, or the 
bill, when introdnced, may be committed." 

The SPEAKER decided that, under that rule, it 
was not in order at this time to introduce the bill re- 
ferred to. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he gave notice a few da^ 
ago diat he would ask leave to introduce a Ji>UI 
which he had prepared; and he now, in pursuance 
of such notice, asked leave to introduce that bill. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Ohio that the 114th rule of order of the House pre- 
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■Bribed the mode to be punued, and under that rule 
lh« bQI could not now be introdueed; but leave 
saieht now be aaked and granted, and the bill could 
be mtntduoed by the gentfeman from Ohio when res- 
olutions were called for ftvm the (everal Slates. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved that the 114th rule be 
nded for the purpose of permitting' him to in- 
nee the bill at this time. 

Mr. WINTHROP called the attention of the 
Speaker to the precise phraseology of the rule, by 
which it would be seen that the motion must be 
ande and the bill introduced, if leave was granted, 
'when reaolntioiis were called for. Hence he in- 
ferrad that the motion for leave coul4 not now be 
entertained. 

Mr. WE^ER remarked that the motion to sus- 
pend the rule was now in order. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays on 
Ilia motion to suspend; and they were ordered. 

The Clerk, at the request of several meAibera, 
read the title of the bill as fbllows:. 

**A bin to eitaliliih a uniform time for holding the elec* 
" of clacton of President and Vice President in allthe 
of the Union." 



The SPEIAKGX. put the question on the motion 
to suspend the rules, and it was carried unanimous- 
ly — 179 voting in the affirmative, and none in the 
negative, as follows: 

TEAS— Meun; Adamt, Andecton, Arringlen, Aabe, At- 
Union, Baily, Baker, Btiringer, Baiimd, Benton. Bidlack, 
Edward J. Black, Jamea Black, Jamea A. Black, Bleckvrell, 
Bosar, Bowlia, Bojrd, BrinkerhoS; William J. Brown, Jere- 
.jniah Bn>wn, BuAi^ton, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
JereaUah P- Carj, (TfiroU, Caniihr Auguitua A. Chapman, 
ChlUaa, Clinnaan, Clinton, Cobb, Collamer, Crantton, 
Dana, DanleL Danagh, Garrett Daria, John Vf. Darii, Dean, 
Debetrjr, Ddiet, Dickey, Dlllliigham, Donglasa, Dromgoole, 
Dnaeaa, Dnnlap, EIUi, Elmer. Karlee,Ficklin, Fiih, Flor- 
•aee, Foot. French, Fuller, Olddingt, Ooggin, Byram Green, 
OiiaiMll, Oridar, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward 8. Ham- 
lin, Haaunett, Haralion, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, 
Hoig*, Hopkliu, Houston, Hnbard, Hubbell, Hughei, Hun- 
genord, James B. Hunt, Charles J. IngersoIJ, Joseph R. In. 

SciioU, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Poricy B, 
obnami, Andrew Johaaon, Oeorge W. Jones, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Freaton King, Daniel P.King, Kiikpatiick, Labranchr, 
Laoutd. Lnoaa, Lumpkin, McCauslen, McClelland, Mc- 
naniand, McCoimen, McDowell, Mclh-aine. McKay iManh, 
hiallicwa, Edward J. MorDa, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. 
Morafe, laaac E. Morse, Moacley, Nes, Newton, Norris, 
Owen, Panaenler, Patterson, Pettit, Pt- yton, Fhoniix, Fol- 
loek, EUaha R. Potter, Piatt, Pnaten, Pnrdy, Bamsey, Kath- 
bun, David B- Beid, Reding, Relfe. Ritttr, Ral>inson, Rock- 
wen, Bodaay, Rogers, Russell, St John, Sample, Saunders, 
Sebeask, Sereianee, tliomaa fi. Seymoar. DavMI.. Sey- 
BOor, 8imp«on,8UdeU, Albert Btnith, John T. Smith, Thos. 
Smitt, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Steenzed, Stephens, 
Btat a e n . Aodmr Stewart, Jchn^ewnrt, James W. Stone, 
AlTrad P. Stone, Taylor, Thomasion, Thompson, Tibbatts, 
TUdaiijTyler, Vanea, Vinton, Weller, Wtntworth, Weth- 
end, Wheaton, John White, Benjamin White, Williams, 
Wintkrop. Woodward, William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, 
Taaeey, and Vost-ITB. 

So the rule being suspended — 

Mr. DUNCAN adced and obtained leave, and in- 
troduced a bill to establiah a uniform time for hold- 
ing the elections for electors of President and Vice 
President of the United Slates in all the States of the 
Union. 

[A meassage was received from the Senate, hy 
Mr. DiCKiMs, their Secretary, stating that that body 
bad e<H)Curred in the joint resolution of the House 
for the appointment of two chaplains of difTerent 
denominations to serve during the session, and had 
appointed the Rev. Septimus Tuston on their part] 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the reading of the 
biO; and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. DUNCAN said it would be remembered by 
moat of the members, that thia was the same bill 
that passed the House at the last session; and having 
already been referred to the Committee of Elections, 
there was no necessity for any further reference 
now. If it was desired by any member to refer it 
to the Committee of the Whole, he would not ob- 
ject; though even that reference were not necessary, 
as the billhad been alretidy considered by one of 
the standing committees, and bad passed the House 
by an overwhelming majority. 

Mr. ELMER observed that the gentleman from 
Ohio was entirely mistaken in suppoRing that this 
bin Was the same as that passed by the House at 
the last session; for, although it was the same in 
substance, it difiered essentially in its details. It 
was an important subject, requiring the most mature 
consideration, and should therefore be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, which was the ap- 
propriaie committee for considering subjects of this 
nature. The gentleman had overlooked the eonsti-- 
tution in flaming this bill, and supposed that it was 
neeeasary for the Slates to elect electors by 
the pe^le; whereas the constitution provi- 



ded that the States should duet electors. 
In one of the States the electors were not elected by 
the people, but chosen by the legislature. The 
principle of the bill was correct, and entirely met 
nis approbation; but it required considerable amend- 
ment in iu details, and he hwed, therefore, that it 
would be referred t>> the standing committee he had 
named. 

Mr. DROMQOOLE observed that it was certain- 
ly desirable that a bill of this kind should be passed 
into a law, and that the elections for President and 
Vice President, in all the States, should be held on 
the same day. It might, perhaps, be necessary to 
make thia bill more perfect in its details before pass- 
ing it; and to accomplish that end, the best way, in 
his opinion, would be to print it, and refer it to the ^ 
Committee of the Whole on the slate of the Union. 
By taking this course, t^e bill wouhj be in the hands 
of every member, and every one would have an op- 
portunity of suggesting such amendments and im- 
provements as seemed to him netiesaary. The de- 
tails of the bill could be 'as readily perfected in the 
Committee of the Whole as by one of the standing 
cornmittees. 

Mr. D. concluded by moving to print the bill, ahd 
refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the Sutle 
of the Union. 

Mr. BARNARD would mudi prefer a reference 
to one of the standing committees, beoiuse he 
thought that the various amendments and correc- 
tions that were required by the bill could be better 
attended to by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
(which appropriately had such subjects in charge,) 
than the Committee of the Whole. 

He submitted to the Chair whether it would be 
now in order to move to refer the bill to the Com- ' 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion of reference 
to the Committee of the Whole would take prece- 
dence. 

Mr. BARNARD observed that neither the mover 
of the bill nor any one else could imagine tliat there 
was any desire on his part, or that of any gentle- 
man, to throw any obslades in the way of the pas- 
sage of this bill. He disclaimed any such desire on 
his part. All he desired was, that the usual course 
in relation to bills should not now be departed from. 
He believed it was a rare occurrence that bills intro- 
duced on leave should go at once into CommitlaS ef 
the Whole^ withont a previous reference to a staJidr ' 
ing committee. The universal practice had bcAn 
the other way. He desired to see the bill passed 
after it should have undergone the necessary correc- 
tions; and as he saw no other way of reaching the 
object he had iix view, he should move to lay the 
billon the table until the standing committees were 
appointed, when he would take the first opportunity 
to move iis reference to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. Mr. B. concluded by moving to lay the 
bill on the table. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays on 
the Rtvdon. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE raised the question of order, 
whether, pending his motion to refer the bill to the 
Commjttee of the Whole, the gentleman could move 
to lay It on the table. The gentleman could, in his 
opinion, move to lay his motion of reference on the 
table, and that would carry the bill with It; but if 
he laid the bill on the table, what beieame of that 
motion? 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Babmahd] was in 
order. 

Mr. C. J. INQERSOLL suggested that the House 
should adjourn over till Monday, by which time 
the standing committees would be appointed. This, 
he believed, was the usual course at this period of 
the session. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not competent 
for the House to adjourn over for more than three 
days. 

Mr. DUNCAN wished to ask a question before 
the vote waa taken. If this bill was laid on the table, 
would it not, he asked, require a vote of two-thirds 
to take it op again. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would. 

Mr. BARNARD said, that as he felt no disposi- 
tion to put himself in an attitude of hostility to the 
bill, he would withdraw his motion to lay it on the 
(able. 

Mr. ELMER moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill till Monday next. He had no 
objection to the principle contained in it, but having 
examined into the subject at the Ust session, he was 



satisfied that this bill-ieqaired the scrutiny of one of 
the standing committees before it couhi beina shape 
to receive the action of the House. ^^ 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that thp motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Dbomoools] to refer 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union would leave it under the control of the 
House, and the printing of it would'enable every 
monber to make hhnself acqiiainted with its details, 
and suggest such amendments as might seem to him 
necessary. What more could the gentleman want' 
He well remembered that this bill was referred to 
the Committee of Elections at the last session, and 
that it was one month before he could get them to 
report on it. They "had then a session of eight 
months before them, and yet the bill was acted on 
and passed at so late a period of the session, that 
When it was sent to the Senate— the want of time to 
act on it was given as one of the apologies for lay- 
ing it on the table. Now that they had a session ^ 
ofbul three months beforethem, the samcdelays were 
proposed; and he should consequently be obliged to 
resist them, as he was satisfied that such delays 
would result in the loss t>f the bill. Every member 
was well acqnamted with the subject. He repeated 
that it was the same bill in substance that passed the 
House at the hat session, though not exactly in 
the same words, and there was no necessity for any 
reference at all. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he had no objection to (he 
postponement moved by the gentleman from New 
Jersey, provided the bill could be made the special 
order for the day named by him. He theiefore 
moved to amend the gentleman's motion, by adding, 
"and that the bill be made the special order for that 
day." 

Mr. ELMER accepted the amendment as a modi- 
fication of his motion. 

Mr. HAMLIN continued. He believed that if 
there waa one single proposition coming before the 
House that deserved the serious consideration of 
every member, it was the bill before them. It was 
a subject, too, on which he hoped to see union of 
action, as well as a speedy disposition of it His 
friend from Ohio [Mr. DtncanJ was mistedcen in 
sayin? that this was any thing hke the same bill that 
passed the House at the last session. It was the 
same thing in substance, it was true, but it was es- 
sentially different in its details. For his part, he was 
willing 10 have the reference madete the Committee 
of the Whole, where he believed the bill could be as 
readily perfected as in one of the standin? commil- 
ties; but some amendmenta were, in his opinion, ab- 
solutely necessary. If gentlemen would consent to 
posiponethe bill till Monday, and make it the 
speciol order of the day for tliat day, they would 
find that it would, instead of delaying the biU, hasten 
its progress through the House. His object was 
not to delay it, but to hasten its passa^. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked, if the motion to postpone 
prevailed, in what condition the bill would then be. 
That would not refer itto the Committee of the 
Whole, and the motion did not include the printing. 

Mr. HAMLIN amended his motion by including 
the printing; which was also accepted as a modifica- 
tion by Mr. Elmir. 

Mr. BARRINGER trusted that the motion would 
not prevail. He hoiwd the bill would take the usual 
course, and be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, and printed. If there should be any differ- 
ence of opinion in regard to the details of the bill, 
the Committee of the Whole was the appropriate 
place to reconcile such differences of opinion. 
Should the bill be postponed till Monday next, and 
made the special order for that day, he presumed 
that some gentleman would, even aifier that, desire 
a reference to one of the standing committees. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that he saw the diffi- 
culty under which the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Hamlin,] as well as the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey, [Mrr Elmer,] was laboring. The bill of the 
last session provided for the time of holding the 
congressional elections, as well as of President and 
Vice President; while this bill refers to the elections 
of President and Vice President only. As to any 
confliction with the constitution or the laws of the 
Stales, tlie gentleman waa misuken; for the bill was 
liable to no such objections. It provided that the 
notices and returns of the elections should be regu- 
lated by the laws of the States, as well as providmg 
for the day of holding the elections. He must ob- 
ject to any delay or reference, as that would, in his 
opinion, endanger the passage of the bill at this 
session. With regard to any differences of opinioq 
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on the details of the bill, these codM be u readily 
rec«nciled in Committee of the Whole as in one 
of the standing conmi^tees, and time would be saved 
by considering it in the &8t. He tnisted that 
the motion of the gentleman from Yimnia 
to refer the subject to the Committee of the 
Whole would prevail; for, by such reference, 
•very member would have an opportunity to point 
out such amendments as might appear to bim ne- 
cessary or Droper. 

Mr. J. R. IjVOERSOLL obserred that it was 
evident there was a disposition .on all sides of the 
House to pass the bill. It had friends every where, 
and no one was disposed to obstruct or delay it. 
But in proportion to the desire to pass it into a law, 
there was the same desire to render it perfect in all 
its details before finally acting on it. It seemed to 
him that the proper mode of arriving at that desira- 
ble result was to refer it to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, which was the committee constituted to 
take charge of such subjects. A reference to the 
Committee of the Whole House would make it 
> everybody's business, and therefore nobody's busi- 
ness. He hoped, thereiore, that it would be refer- . 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary: that an 
early report would be made in it, and that it would 
finally pass the House time enough to be acted on 
in the other body. 

Mr. ELMER said he hoped the mottng to post- 
pone would prevail. It had been made fbr the ex- 
press object of sending the bill to a standing com- 
mittee when it should again come before the House. 
H« was in favor of poMoiog it, because it would 
save time, and fiualitate tne passage of the bill. In 
bis Judgment, this bill was not framed to meet the 
oonstitntion. They all knew that it was very dif- 
ficult to engraft amendments upon a bill in Com- 
mittee of the Whole; they came in on the authority 
of the individual mover, and members had no time 
to examine them. But when they cane from a 
standing comraitiee, they came with the assurance 
that they had been fully examined; and he believed, 
from the expression of opinion they had already 
had{ that if the bill came from a standing commit- 
tee, m this way it would pass without debate; but if 
it was permitted to go, with no examination, to the 
Comimttee of the Whole, it would be debated, and 
its passage be delayed. 

This (continued Mr. K.) was one of the most 
important subjects upon which they could l( gislate; 
it was one most likely to affect the tranquillity and 
peaes «f the country. As he had occasion to re- 
mark at a former ume, if there was a subject on 
which they ought to be partictilar in their action, it 
was this subject of the presidential election. Let 
there once come up among the people of the Unhed 
Stales a contreversy as to who had been legally 
elected President, and no man could tell what would 
be the result. Ought they not, then, when approach- 
ing this most delicate or all subjects, to approach it 
With deliberltion and ceu^ And when they took into 
connderation the fuct stated by experienced mem- 
bers on this floor, that this would oe the first in- 
stance in which a Ml, presented on leave, had gone 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union without reference to a standing committee, 
was not that an additional reeison why they should 
send this bill, as they did others, to a standmg com- 
mittee? He hoped it would receive this direction; 
and his object in his motion was to facilitate the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Mr. EDWARD J. BLACK inquired of the gen- 
tleman from Maine, [Mr. Hahlik,] whether it was 
his purpose, aAer this bill had been made the order 
of the day for Monday, then to refer it to a stand- 
ing committee. 

Mr. Hamlim's reply was not heard. 

Mr. E.J. BLACKsaid,ifthatwastheeentIeman's 
purpose, he should vole against it. He was wil- 
ling to see the motion of the 'gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Dromcoole] prevail; but that this bill 
should be made the order of the day for any par- 
ticular day, and then be referred to any committee, 
was a censure u])on this House. It was saying tliat 
the Committee of the Whole had not as much cir- 
CHinspection, caution, or patriotism in its proceed- 
ings as any standing committee of the Heuse. 
There was no man, who had been here any length 
of time, who did not know that, whenever uey sent 
a bill to any of the standing committees, they con- 
signed it to the tomb of the Capulets. He hoped it 
would not be sent to any of their standing commit- 
taea. If it were the btmajiie intention of me House 
t» paw this bill— isolated as it was,and of Importance, 



of the last importance, to thepeople of this countnr— I 
he hoped they would take it up ro Committee of the 
Whole, and Uiere discuss it, perfect it in its details, 
and pass it. He had every confidence in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. He believed there was great- 
er wisdom and better counsel there than frequently 
prevailed in the chambers of their standing com- 
mittees — most particularly the Committee of Elec- 
tions. It was the very last committee in the whole 
world to which he would refer any subject which he 
desired to see perfected and passed. He had watch- 
ed the course of that committee for some years. He 
did not mean to say that they were not an industrious, 
an intelli^nt, and a patriotic committee; but it was 
a committee alwavs so encumbered with bosinesv 
that it was physically impossible for them to report 
any bill at an eariy period. The people whom he 
represented — he meant the whole people of Georgia, 
whom he represented, and ndt any particular dis- 
trict, [laughter] — deairisd this bill to be passed. 
They were a people proud of their elective franchise 
— a people who desired to exercise that franchise 
within the limits of their own State. They desired 
no help from abroad; and he thoiight, as they had 
tested at the late election in Georgia, that they were 
able to sustain democratic measures without assist- 
ance from abroad. He hoped every State in th« 
Union would be allowed to vote for electors for Prss- 
ident and Vice President on a particular day. He 

Cftssed to be deeply interested in this bill; and he 
^>ed4that the motion to refer it to the Committee of 
the Whole, where they could amend it if it were 
not wiiat it oug^t to be, would prevail. 

Mr. DUNCAN said, as he was determined the 
people should know where the blame for the pro- 
crastination and postponement of this bill rnted, 
he should call the yeas and nays at every step. 
He cared not how honest a member might be, or 
bow friendly to the bill, who advocated it. He said 
any other course than that proposed by the gentle- 
man frem Virginia, [Mr. Drohooole,] was calcu- 
lated to defeat uie bill for this ahortsession. He there- 
fore demanded the yeas and on the motion to post- 
pone. 

AAer some conversation upon a point of order 
by Messre. ELMER, HAMUN, WELLER,and 
the SPEAKER, 

Mr. ELMER modified his motion so as to post- 
pone the bill until Monday 4iext (without makmg it 
the special order) and to print it. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he should vote cheerfully for 
' this motion, and that with the same motive with 
whish the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ddkcan] op- 
posed it, and called the yeas and nays, viz: for the 
purpose of advancing the progress of this bill as fiist 
as possible. For this reason, and for no other, should 
he vote for the motion to postpone. 

The yeas and naya were ordered on the motion 
to postpone until Monday next, and to print; and, 
bemg taken, resulted— yeas 31, naya 146, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Meitrt. Abbot. Adamt, Baily, Baker, Bamaid, 
WiUiiun J. Brown, Jereinish Brown, Burt, Oarrett Darii, 
Delict, F.lmer, Uiddinn, Orinnell, Hannibal Haalin, Hild- 
lon, JoBeph B~ Ingenoll, Irrin, Perle^ B. Johnion, Daniel 
P. King, JMcIlraine, Edward J. Morrla, Freeman H. Mone, 
Patenon, Phoenix, EUiha R. Potter, Roclcwell, Rodney, 
Bererance ,Yinton, WUliami, and Winthrop— SI. 

NAYS — Meura. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinfon, 
Barringer, Brnton, Bidlack. Edward J. Black, Jamei Black, 
Jamei A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinker- 
hofr, Brodhead, Buffington, Burke, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Reuben Chopman, Au- 

gustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clingmau, Clinton, Cobb, 
ranston, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davij, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dancan. Dunlap, 
EUitf, Karlee, FiclUin, Fiafa, Florence, Foot, French, Fuller, 
Ooggin^ Byram Oreen, Grider, Hale, Edward S. Hamlin, 
Hamnett, Haralson, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, 
How. Hopkins. Houston, Huhard, Hubbell, Huglies, Hnn- 

fenord, James B. Hunt, Charles J. IngersoU. Jameson, 
enka. Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, McClelland, McClemand, 
McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, 
Isaac E. Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, Noi^ 
ria, Owen, Parmenter. Peyton, Pollock. Pratt, Preston, 
Purdy, Ramsey, Kathbun, David 8. Keid, Redine, Relfe, 
Ritter, Robinson, Rogers, Russell, St John, Sanipfe, Saun- 
ders, Benter. Thomas H. Seymour. David L. Seymour, 
Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, Tnomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John 
Stewart, Stilus, Jumes W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone. Summers, 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tyler, Vance. 
Weller, Wcntworth, "Wheaton, John White, Benjamin 
White, Woodward, Joseph A. Wrij^C, Yaaeey, and Yoat 

So the motion of Mr. Elmer wax rejected. 
The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Dbomooole to refer tbe bill to the Committee of the 
I Whole on the state of tbe Union, and to print it, 



was taken, and denided in the affirmative withOMta 
divisbn. 
So the motion of Mr. Dbomooole was agreed to. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. BURKE asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Retolvtd, That a select committee of five members be ap- 

{lolnted to inquire whether the hanks of the District ofCo- 
umbia, or any of them, whose charter! hare expired, have, 
since the expinUon of their respecthre charters, exercised 
any banking powers, or done any other bnsiness exempt to 
liquidate And close np their afl'airs; and whether the tmstee 
or trustees, assignee or assignees, receiver or receivers, ap- 
pointed l>y or on beliaU' of any of said banks, have, in the 
name of snch Innk or banks, or in the capacity of trustees, 
assignees, or receivers, exercised any banking powers, or 
done other business in the name or on the Ijenalf of said 
banks, except to liquidate and close up their affairs ; and 
whether any deposltes of the public money have lieen made 
in said banks, or either of them, or in tlie nands of the tms- 
tee or trustees, assignse or assignees, receiver or recetrers 
of said banks, by tbe treasurer or other officer of tbe L'nited 
States since the expiration of their respective charters; and 
whether said banks or their trustees, assignees, or receivers, 
have, since the expiration of their respective charters, is-. 
sued any certificates of deposits or any other instrument as 
a Bubstitnte for, or in place of, a circulating medium; and 
also to inquire into all other matters concerSng said banks, 
not speciiled above; and that said conunittee have power to 
send for persons and papers. 

No objection being made, tbe resolution was re- 
ceived; and the question being taken, was decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

ELBCTION OV CHAPLAIN. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the House now pro- 
ceed to the election of a chaplain, in conformity with 
the joint resolution of the two Houses in relation 
thereto. 

The motion was agreed to, and tbe following 
nominations were made: 

Mr. HALE nominated the Rev. Ed. E. Hale, oC 
the Unitarian church. 

Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT nominated the Rev. 
W. N. Daily, Methodist. 

Mr. PARMENTER nominated the Rev. Rodney 
A. Mill^CTongregationalist. 

Mr. NeS nominated the Rev. Dr. Muller, 'Luthe- 
ran. 

Mr. FRENCH nominated the Rev. Thomas J. 
Fisher, Baptist. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL nominated the Rev. 
Thomas G. Allen, Episcopal. 

Mr. HUBARD nominated the Rev. Isaac S. 
Tinsley, Baptist. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Parhemiek, 
■Hale, and Henlbt, tellers, who took the vote vita 
voce; and reported by Mr. Haui that the following 
was the result of tbe voting: 

Whole number of votes given 182 

Necessary to a choice 9S 

Of which Mr. Daily received 41 

Mr. Tinsley 32 

Mr. Miller 31 

Mr. Fisher 28 

Mr. Allen 90 

Mr. Muller 16 

Mr. Hale 14 

The following is tbe vote: 

FtrMr.Dmly. 
Messrs. Atkiilson, Bidlack, James Black, James 
A. Black, Bowlin, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wil- 
liam J. Brown, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, John W. 
Davis, Dean, Dillingham, Ficklin, Giddings, E. 
S. Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, A. Kennedy, 
McClelland, McKay, Mathews, Owen, Peyton, Pur- 
dy, Relfe, Rogers, Sample, Senter, Simpson, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert 
Smith, IStephens, Tilden, Wentworth, Josepb A. 
Wright, and the Speaker. 

For Mr. Timley. 
Messrs. Baily, Blackwell, Reuben Chapman, 
Chilton, Cobb, Dawson, Elmer, Farlee, Go£^, 
Hammett, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Irvin, A. Johnson, Labranche, Leonai^, Lumpkin, 
Moseley, Newton, Patterson, David S. Reid, Reding, 
Steenrod, Summers, Taylor, Thompson, Wheaton, 
Woodward, Yancey, and Yost. 

For Mr. Miller. 
Messrs. Abbot, Anderson^ Benton, Brinkerhoif, 
Cattin, Augustus A. Chapman, Clinton, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Byram Grreen, Hannibal 
Hambn, Hierrick, Hubbell, Hungerford, James B. 
Hunt, Preston King, McCauslen, Joseph Morris, 
Muiphy, Parmenter, Pratt, St. John, Thomas H. 
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Seymour, D«nd L. Seymour, Stetson, John Stew 
ut, Affied jP. Stone, Benjamin White, and Wil- 
liams.- 

ibr Mr. FUker. 

Meanv. Arrington, Ashe, Bower, Boyd, Burt, 
Caldwdl, Clingman, Qarrelt Davis, Deberry, Flor- 
ence, French, Grider, Hardin, Huehea, Jameaon, 
Pertey B. John*on, McClemard, McConnell, Mc- 
Dowell, RalhbuD, Sanndera, Andrew Stewart, James 
W. Stone^Tbomasaon, Tibbatts, Vance, Vinton, 
•nd John White. 

Far Mr. Jltttn. 

Mesnrs. Barnard, Buffington, Carpenter, J. E.Cary, 
Caircdl, Daniel, Dickey, *^h, PuUer, Harper, C. 
J. Ingersoll, Joaeph R. IngeraoU, Jenks, MellvBine, 
Edward J. Morris, Rheti, Rodney, John T. Smith, 
Tykr, and William Wright. 

Fbr Mr. MwUer. 

Messrs. Adams, Barringer, J. Brown, Causin, Dar- 
ragh, Duncan, Foot, Cave Johnson, Lucas, Marsh, 
Mas, Pottock, Preston, Ramsey, Russell, and Weth- 
ered. 

For Mr. Halt. 

Meaars. Baker, Edward J. Black, Burke, Grin- 
nell. Hale, Hudson, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, 
Moiria, Eliaha R. Potter, Rockwell, Schenck, Sev- 
eranc«,and Winthrop. 

No one having received a majority of the votes 
given, no^boiee was made; ana another vote was 
ukea, and reaoltad thoa: 

Whole number or votes 173 

Necessary to a choice 87 

Of which Mr. Daily received 61 

Mr.Tinsley 27 

Mr. Miller 1 .27 

Mr. Fisher 24 

Mr. Allen 19 

Mr. MuUer. 7 

Mr. Hale 7 

The following is the vote: 

FerMr.Dmly. 
Meaara. Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack. James Black, 
Jamea A. Black, Bowlin, Brodhead, William J. 
Brown, Buffington, Jerenuah E. Cary, Cailin, Col- 
lamer, Cranston, Dana, John W. Davis, Dean, De- 
berry, Dillingham, Douelass, Dunlap, Ellmer, Fick- 
iin, Giddines, Byram Green, Edward S. Hamlin, 
Hatabon, Hanlla, Harper, Henlej, Ijereickj Hoge, 
Jenka, Care Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Daniel P. Kim. McClelland, McCler- 
nand, McDowell, Marsh, Mathews, Owen, Peyton, 
Purdy, Rathbun, Relfe, Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, 
Saunders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Robert Smith, Alfred P. Stone, Tilden, Wentworth, 
and Joseph A. Wright. 

For Mr. "nmley. 
Messrs. Baily, Blackweli, Burt, Carpenter, Reu- 
ben Chapman, Chilton, Cobb, Dawson, Fariee, 
Hammett, Holmes, Hubard, Hudson, Kirkpatrick, 
Leonard, Lumpkin, Moseley, Newton, David S. 
R«id, Stiles, Taylor, Thompson, Wheaton, Wood- 
ward, William Wright, Yancey, and Yost. 
For Mr. FXsher. 
Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Bower, Boyd, Cald- 
well, Clingman, Garrett Davis, Florence, French, 
Grider, Hughes, Jameson, Perley B. Johnson, Mo- 
Kay, Pollock, Schenck, Severance, Siidell, Ste- 
phens, James W Stone, Thomasson, Tibbatts, 
Vance, and John White. 

For Mr. MiUer. 
Messrs Abbot, BrinkerhofT, Aogualus A. Chap- 
man, Clinton, OromgoOle, Hannibal Hamlin, Hop- 
kins, Hubbeli, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Pres- 
ton King, McCauslen, McConnell, Joseph Morris, 
Murphy, Norris, Parmenler, Paterson, Pralt, Red- 
ing, St. John, David L. Seymour, Steenrod, Stet- 
son, John Stewart, Beiijamin White, and Williams. 
ForMr.MviUr. 
Messrs. Barringer, Causin, Duncan, Foot, Rus- 
seli, Vinton, and Wethered. 

For^r. Hale. 
Messrs. Adams, Edward J. Black, Burke, Grin- 
nell. Hale, Elisha R. Potter, and Winthrop. 
For Mr. .4Uen. 
Messrs. Barnard, Jeremiah Brown, Carroll, Dan- 
iel, Darragb, Dickey, Fish, Fuller, Charles J. Inger- 
s^ J. R. Ingeraoil, Irvin, Mcllvaine, Edward J. 



Morris, Preston, Rhett, Rodney, John T. Smith, 
Summers, and Tyler. 

No choice having been made, the House proceed- 
ed to another vote; which resulted as follows: 

Whole number of votes. I6C 

Necessary to a choice 84 

Of which Mr. Daily received 104 

Mr.Tinsley ^....14 

Mr.MiUer.., , 16 

Mr. Fisher. 25 

Mr. Allen 6 

Mr. MuUer 1 

So the Rev. Mr. Daily was declared to b« duly 
elected as chc^lain on the part of the House. 
The following is the vote: 

For Mr. Daily. 
Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Atkinson, Barrin- 
ger, Benlbnj Bidlack, James Black, James A. Black, 
Bowlin, BrinkerhofT, Brodhead, William J. Brown, 
Carpenter, J. E. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Collateer, Crtmston, Diane, J. W. Da- 
vis, Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Douglass, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellia, Elmer, Fariee, Fick- 
nn, Foot, Giddines, B. Green, Grinnell, E. S. Ham- 
lin, Hammett, Haralson, Henley,- Herrick, Hoge, 
Hubbeli, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Irvin, Jame- 
son, Jenka, Cave Johnson, G. W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kirkpat- 
rick, Leonard, Lucas, McClelland, McClemand, 
McConnell^ McDowell, Mcllvaine, Mathews, Jo- 
seph Morris, Murphy, Newton, Owen, Payne, Pey- 
ton, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Purdy, Reding, 
ReUe, Ritter, Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, St. John, 
Sample, Saunders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, 
Simpson, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, 
John Stewart, Stone, Summers, Jacob Thompson, 
Tilden, Vance, Wentworth, Wheaton, WQhams, 
Winthrop, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright. 
For Mr. T^mlty. 
Messrs. Edward J. Black, Burt, Reuben Chap- 
man, Cobb, Dawson, Gogxin, Holmes, Huboid, 
Lumpkin, Moseley, David S. Reid, Stiles, Yancey, 
and Yost. 

For Mr. Fidur. 
Messrs. Arrington, Bower, Boyd, Jeremiah 
Brown, Buffington, Caldwell, Chilton, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Fish, Florence, French, Harper, 
Parley B. Johnson, Edward Joy Morris, Ramsey, 
Rodney, Schenck, Stephens, James W. Stone, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tyler, John White, and Wil- 
liam Wright. 

For Mr. Miller. 
Messrs. Baily, Blackweli, Burke, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Hannibal Hamlin, Hopkins, Hughes, 
Andrew Johnson, McCauslen, Norris, Parmenler, 
Pratt, David L. Seymour, Sieenrod, Taylor, and 
Benjamin White. 

For Mr. ^Uen. 
Messy. Barnard, Dellet, Joseph R. IngcrsoU, 
Treston, and Vance. 

ForMr.MulUr. 
Mr. Wethered. 
The House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Thcbsdav, December 5, 1844. 

Mr. Walker, in addition to those senators here- 
tofore announced, appeared in his seat to-day. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the petition of 
Thomas D. Momson, praying a change in the pen- 
sion laws; which was ordered to lie on the table un- 
til the committees are appointed. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Ben- 
ton yesterday, was taken up and agreed to, viz: 

Ittsoliii, That the President 61 the United StatM be re- 
qneBted to commnnlcalc to the Senate a copy of vll tlie 

Srocoedinn in the cue ot the inqutrj into tbe ofllcial cos. 
net of SiUi Reid, esq., principal (urveyor of Miiiouri and 
lllinoii, >o ai to show a full view of all the complaint! 
against him. and of oil the evidence taken in relation 
thereto, and the deciaion of the President thereupon. 

The CHAIR stated that the standing conunitlees 
would be announced on Monday, in accordance with 
the usual practice. 

Mr. SEMPLE gave notice that he would to-mor> 
row ask leave to intfoduce a bill to extend the Cum- 
berland road to the city of Alton; and a bill grant- 
ing an additional quantity of land to aid in the con- 
struction of the lUioois and Michigan canal. 



Mr. BAYARD gave nodce that he would to-mdr." 
TOW ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
h^rs of Robert Fulton. 

Mr. HENDERSON gave notice that lie would- 
to-morrow ask leave to mtroduce a bill to confirm < 
the survey and location of lands in tbe State of 
Miasiaaippi, east ofPeari river, and south of the 31st 
d^ree of north latitude. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a biU 
to change the time of holding the federal courts in 
the State of Kentucky; which was read, and ordered . 
to read a second time on Monday next. 

Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would Uy- 
mortow ask leave to introduce a bill for the reHef of 
Mark Simpson. 

On motion by EVANS, it was ord^ed that whao 
the Senate adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

Mr. WHITE, on leave, introduced the following 
bills; which were read, and ordered to a secona 
reading, viz. 

A bill for the Continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; and 

A bill granting certain lands to the State of In- 
diana, the better to enable said Slats to extend tha 
Wabash and Erie canal to Ocuro, on the Ohio river. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion in favor of David Shaw and Solomon Corser; 
which was read, aad ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, leave was 
granted to wuhdraw from the files of the Senate the 
petition of Henry De La Francia. 

Mr. WOODBBIDGE gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the im- 
provement of tlie navigation of the straits between 
Lakea Erie and Huron, and for other puiposes. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned till Men* 
day next. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
THOSiDi.T, December 5, 1844. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
NOTICES OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. FRENCH gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave hereafter to tntrodnce "A IhII to construct 
the marine hospitals upon the western waters, upcai 
the sites heretofore purchased by tbe government, 
and for other purposes." 

Mr. J. B. HUNT gave notice of his intention to 
oak leave to introduce "A bill to amend an act enti- 
tled *An act to establish the northern boundary line 
of the State of Ohio, and to provide for the edmis- 
sie«i of the Slate of Michigan into the Union upon 
tlie conditions therein expressed,' atmroied June 
15, 1836." 

Mr. J. B. HUNT gave like notice of "A bill au- 
thorizing the opening of a canal around the falls of - 
St. Mary's, at the outlet of Lake Superior." 

Mr. A. JOHNSON gave like notice of "A bUl 
authorizing tbe Commissioner of Pensions to 
place the name of Jeremiah Simmons, of Green 
county, Tennessee, upon the pension roll of invalid 
pensioners," 

Mr. LYON gave notice that he would on to- 
morrow, or some subsequent liay, ask leave to in- 
troduce "A bill to apply certain alternate sections of 
the public domain towards the completion of works 
of internal improvement in the State of Michigan, 
and for other purposes. 

Also, "A bill to give the consent of Congress to the ■ 
sale, or other disposition of certain Eslt-spring lands 
heretofore granted to the Stale of Michigan." 

Mr. HOPKINS gave like notice of "A bill for 
the relief of Joseph Ramsey, of Wythe county, 
Virginia." 

Mr. McCLELLAND gave like notice of "A 
bill for the relief of Jeremiah Moores." 

Mr. BARRINGER submitted the following reso- 
lution, and it was agreed to: 

Rttolttd, That the Secretary oftheTrea»ury be requeated 
to present to this House an estimate of the cost of afain 
placins the branch iqint at Charlotte, North Carolina, Ins 
condition for resuming its operations. 

Mr. HAMLIN obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House all papers and documents in 
relation to the claim of Samuel Hatton. 
RHODE ISLAND AFFAIRS. 

Mr. STEENROD submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Rrsob.e'l, That t>?n thontand **tr» copies of the repoitof 
the oommlttae on the memorial of imidry mamlun o( tM 
Legislature ot Rhoda Island be printed for the us« of this 
Hoaae. 
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The SPELA.EER informed the mover that the ree- 
oltttion could only be recelTed at this time by gen- 
eral conaent. 

Mr. CATJSIN objected to its reception. 

Mr. STEENROD moved a suspension of the 
mles for the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY called for the yeas and 
nays thereon, and they were ordered; and> being 
taken, resulted thus — yeaa 9SI, nays 75, as fiwows: 

YEAA— Meun. Aniseton, Atlciiuon, Benton, Bidlack, 
Jamaa Black, Jemei A Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerfaoff, 
Brodbead, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, 
Caldwell, Catlio, Reuben Chapman, Aagaitut A. Chapman, 
Clinton, Cobb, Cranaton, Dana, Daniel, John W. Darii, 
Dean, DlllinKham, Donglaaa, Dtomgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, 
Fariee, rioklin, Fnneh, Fuller, Byxam Oreen, Hale, Hanai- 
bal Hamlin, Herrick, Hoge, Houkini, Hoiuton, Hubbell, 
Jamei B. Hunt, Jameson, Care Jonnson, Andrew Johnson, 
Oeoise W. Jonei, Andrew Kennedr, Pieiton King, Leon- 
aid, £uc«>, Lyon, McCauilen, McClelland, McDowell, Mc- 
Xar, Mathewi, Joseph Morris, Murphy. Norris, Owen,Par- 
meater, Fkjrne, Pattii, Praft, Rathbun, David S. Raid, Red- 
iur, RalCt, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, Saundera, 
TSomaa II. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Smith, Steenrod. John Stewart, Jamea W; Stone, 
Albed P. Stone, Strong, Baylor, Thompaon, TibbalU, Wel- 
ler, Wentworth, Wluwton, Benjamin White, Wiiliams, 
Jos«ph A. Wright, and Tost— Mv 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Aahe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Edwaid J. Black, Milton Brown, BnOngton, Burt, 
CanoU, Caoain, Clingman, CoUamer, Darrsoh, Qarrett Da- 
vis, Dabany, De'Uet,Fiah, Florence, Foot, Oiddings, Orin- 
neU, Orider, Edward 8. Hamlin. Haralson, Hardin, Hatper, 
Holmes, Hubard, Hudson, Hughes, Irrin, Jenki, Perley B. 
Johnson, John P. Keniiedy, i>aniel P. King, MeConnell, 
Mellvalae, Marsh, E. J. Morris, F. H. Mone, Moseley, Nes, 
Newton, Fattenoa, Peyton, Phoenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Pot- 
ter, Preston, Rams«y, Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, Sehenck, 
Sevennee, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Spenee, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Stiles, Summers, Thom- 
asaon, Tilden, Tyler, Vanre, VintoA, Wethered, John 
White, Winthrop, Woodward, and Yancey— 70. 

So there not being two-thirds in the affirmative, 
the rules were not suspended, and the resolution lies 
over. 

On motion by Mr. DROMOOOLE, 

Oritni, Tlut when the House a^oiuns to-day, it a4ionm 
over to Monday next 

Mr. THOMPSON offsied the following resolu- 
tion; which was consideaed and adopted: 

Jtoalvsi, That all petitions and memorials presented to 
this House at the last session of Congress, and referred to 
the several standing committees, on which no roport was 
mado, or in relation to wkich bills were reported which 
wei« laj^ in either House, may be again referred to the 
same committees, at the pleasure of the membrn by whoiS 
tiny wen respectively presented, o« being faandeA, or a list 
thereof presented, to the Clerk. 

Mr. BARNARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill makii^ appropriations for the im- 
provement of the luvigi^uon of the Hudson river 
near Albany. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH gave noUce thathe would 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
bring in a bill for the relief of William McCauley; 
also a bill for the relief of Isaac Barber. 

The House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
MoMDAT, Dec 9, 1844. 

Messrs. Bkeise, ARCHEB.and Morerrai*, in ad- 
dition to those senators heretofore announced, ap- 
peared in their seats to-day. 

Mr. BREESE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Hbnrt a. Foster, appointed by the governor 
of New York a senator from that State to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. 
Silas Wright. Also, the credentials of the Hon. 
Davtel 8. DiosmsOH, appointed by the governor of 
New York a senator from that State to fill the va- 
cancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. 
Nathaniel P.Tallmadge. 

The credentials having been read, the senators 
were qualified. 

The CHAIR announced to the Senate the follow- 
ing standing committees, viz: 

On FartigA Relations. — Mr. Archer,' chairman. 
Messrs. Berrien, Buchanan, Morehead, and Choale. 

On Fltumct. — Mr. Evans, chairman. Messrs. 
Crittenden, McDuffie, Huntington, and Woodbury. 
0» Cammene — Mr. Huntington, chairman. 
Messrs. Barrow, Woodbridge, Heywood, and Fos- 
ter of New York. 

On Mmnxffiiaurts — Mr. Simmons, chairman. 
Messrs. Archer, Miller, Buchanan, and Upbam. 

' On •Ap'tentture.— Mr. Upham, chairman. Messrs. 
Bates, Sturgeon, Semple, and Atchison. 

On .MUilory .^ffirirt — Mr. Crittenden, chairman. 
Messrs. Benton, Barrow, Foster of Tennessee, and 



On the JISiiHa. — Mr. Barrow, chairman. Messrs. 
Ariiley, Semple, Fairfield, and Atchison. 

OnMimiljigidra. — Mr. Bavaid, chairman. Messrs. 
Pearoe,Huger, Johnson, and Dicklnaon. 

On PnbHe Lamb. — Mr. Woodbridge, chairmai). 
Messrs. Phelps, Walker, Jamagin, and Morehead. 

On Prieate Land Claims. — Mr. Henderson, chair- 
man. Measra. Bieeae, Pearce, Tappan, and Col- 
quitt. 

Onhtdiam^ffmn. — Mr.White,diBinnan. Messrs. 
Johnson, Sevier, Phelps, and Benton. 

On CUana. — Mr. Foster of Tennessee, chairman. 
Messrs. . Dayton,- Woodbury, Pbdps, and Hay- 
wood. 

On JZevsivftonory CIsima. — Mr. Jamagin, chair- 
man. Messrs. Clayton, Francis, Colquitt, and 
Hannegan. 

0»(M JiuBeiary. — Mr. Berrieii, chairman. Messrs. 
Clayton, Dayton, Huger, and Walker. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.— Mr. Merrick, 
chairman. Messrs. Simmons, Jaroagin, Niles, and 
Atchinson. 

On Reads and Canals.-^Mr. Porter, chairmen. 
Messrs. White, Lewis, fireese, and Sturgeon. 

On Peiutoiu.— Mr. Bales, chairman. Messrs. 
Sevier, Atherton, Foster, of N. Y., and Evans. 

On the Diariet <f CodwiMo.— Mr. Miller, chaii^ 
man. Mr. Bayard, Woodbury, Merrick, and Sem- 
ple. 

On Potenlt oiui At Patent Ojffiee.—Mr. Phelps, 
chairman. Messrs. Porter, Bates, Sturgeon, and 
Atherton. 

Or Jte(rm«ftmen<.— Mr. Morehead, chairman. 
Messrs. Lewis, Miller, Huntington, and Fairfield. 

On Tnritortej. — Mr. Bagby, chairman. Messrs. 
Evans, McDuffie, Clayton, and Francis. 

On tie Public £uiliiing9.^-Mr. Dayton, chairman. 
Messrs. Breese and Bagby.i 

To .^udU and Control Oe Contingent Espensttof tiie 
SenaU. — Mr. Tappan, diairmao. Messrs. White 
and Porter. , 

On Printiiw. — Mr. Simmons, chairman. Messrs. 
Fairfield and tJpham. 

On Engrossed Bills. — Mr. Francis, chaiman. 
Messrs. Bagby and Atherton. 

Mm Comnultte on the Library of Congress.— JiSr- 
Choate; chairman. Messrs. Tappan and Pierce. 

On EnroUed Bills — Messrs. Hannegnn and Dick- 
inson. 

,' The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communi- 
cation IVora the State Department, accompanied by 
statements, showing the manner in whicn ihe con- 
tingent ana other funds under the management of 
that department have been disbursed. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 14th February last, information 
connected with the stranding of the ship Charles 
Wharton; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked that, in the Territory 
of Iowa, which numbered a popuktion of 83,000, 
delegates had been clu^en to a convention to form a 
constituliof) for a Stale government, and to -ask for 
admission into the Union of the Slates. He had 
the honor of presenting to the Senate the constitu- 
tion formed by that convention, which he asked to 
have printed and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. Action was taken accordingly. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the board of trade of Philadelphia, asking that the 
piers at Fort Penn may be put m repair by the gov- 
ernment of tlie United States; imd that the new 
light-house on Brandy wine shoals, paitiaUy con- 
structed, may be completed by an appropriation 
from Congress. 

Mr. B. remarked, aa it was also set forth in the 
petition, that.whilst liberal appropriations have been 
made by Congress for promoting commerce on other 
points on the seaboard, Philadelphia had been neg- - 
lected. 

Mr. B. also presented a similar memorial, signed 
by citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
and the State of Delaware. They were severally 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Smith 
Cram, of Montville, Maine, a soldier of the army of 
the revolution, praying for a pension: refierred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the petition and pa- 
pers of James Duffy were ordered to be taken from 
the files andreferrra to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 



On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, the petition of 
Noah Miller was ordered to be taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the petition of Dr. Albert 
A. Miller, son emd only heir of Albert A. MQler, 
aid-de-camp and brigttde-major to Gen. Marion in 
the army of the revolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, it was ordered that 
the petition of Stephen Steele and James Diuiiel, 
concerning the relmtniishment of the reversionary 
interest of the United Slates in a certain Indian res- 
ervation, be taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, the petition of 
Jameson and Williamson was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. RIVEIS, the petition of Lucy 
Roberts, the widow of John Roberta, praying for a 
pension, was ordered to b» taken from the files and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, it was order- 
ed that the memorial of the heirs of William Fisher 
be taken from the files and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the paper* is the 
case of Joshua Shaw. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented the credentials of 
the Hon. David R. Atcbmoh, (heretofore i^ipoint- 
ed by the governor^ elected by the legislature of 
Missouri a senator from that State to fill the vacan- 
C)r occasioned by the death of the Hon. Lewis F. 
llinn. 

The credentials were read, and he was qualified. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, it was ordered 
that the memorial and other papers of Eliz<U)eth 
Fitch be taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WOODBURY prssented a petition from 
Jane Clark, praying for a pension; which was re> 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The papeni of Thomas D. Morrison, hwetofoie 
presented by Mr. Woodbcrt, were reftrred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

POSTAGE REFORM. 
Mr. MERRICK ga.ve notice that he would to- 
morrow aak Ipeve to introduce a bill to reduce the 
rates of postage and to abolish the franking privi- 
lege. 

REANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. McDOFFlE gave noUce that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a joint resolution for 
the reannexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following resolution, 
whidi, under the rule, lies one day on the table, 
viz: 

Rxtolcrd, That the President be requested to coremani- 
oate to the Senate,if not incompatible with the public intei^ 
est to do so, any further correspondence whicn may have 
taken place between the minister of the United States to 
Mexico and the government of the republic, as well as any 
communication which may have been received from the 
ministerof later date than those transmitted with the mes- 
sage of the 3d instant 

Mr. HENDERSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
to confirm the survey and location of lands in the 
State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river, and south 
of the Slat degree of north latitude; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WHITE, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Joshua Kenne- 
dy; which was read twice, and, with his petition 
(which was ordered to be taken from the files) re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 
On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, it was 
JUtolred, That the Committee on Commerce be instrticted 

to inquire into the expediency of establishing a more ex. 

tensive system of warehousing, with leave to report by bill 

or otherwise. 

The bill to change the time of holding the federal 
courts in the State of Kentucky was read the second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciuy. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland ' 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
was read the second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

The bill granting certain lands to the Slate of In- 
diana, the better to enable said State to complete the 
Wabflsh and Eris canal from Terre Haute to the 
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Ohio river, was read twice, and referred to the 
Comaiittee oo Public Landa. 

The joint resolution in favor of David Shaw and 
Solomon Coraer was read the aecond tine, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on tiie Poet Office and Poat 
Roads. 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Robgrt Fulton; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Afloira. 

Abo introduced a bill for the relief of Mark 
Simpson; which was read twice, luid referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ATHERTON, on leave, introduced a biU for 
the settlement of the claims of New Hampshire 
a^nst the United States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
' Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce bills for the relief of 
certain contractors with the government; for the 
settlement of the controversy about the title to the 
Pea Patch island; to regulate the naval pension sys- 
tem; to regulate furloughs in the naval servioe; and 
in relation to the establishment of naval schools. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON gave notice that he would 
to-moTTOw ask leave to introduce a bill r^ulating 
the appointment of the assistanis to the Postmaster 
Gemvid. 

On motion of Mr. UPHAM, 

The Senate then adjotuned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNSAT, December 9, 1844. 
The following members, not heretofore announced, 
have appeared, and taken their seats: 
From JUorylond — Thoius A. SpcNCC. 
Vtrginia — Walter Colcs. 
TenntMut — ^Aaron V. Broww. 
iAfiataippi — Robert W. RosERts. 
Jlfoin^ — Shephcrd Cart. 
Conneeitetit — Sautjkl Sihoh>. 
J<few Torfc— R. D.Davis, and Waibbigton 

HtWT. • 

.Veie Jerutf — Georoe Strbi . 
^enn^vaiHO — Uchrt D. Foster. 
Geoi^fio— DoNCAN L. CuMCB and A. H. 

Chatpeix. 
JKm/udty — WuLtla Orseit. 
Tenneaset — AtvAnCtiiLOM. 
Ohio—E, D. PoTTCB, J. I. Vahheter, and 

D. R. Tilbew. 
Territory of Florida— DKno Lett. 
The following was tuinounced as the committee 
appointed in pursuance of Mr. Burke's lesolution 
in relaton to the banks of the Distriaof Columbia: 
Messrs. Bvrice, Preiton Kimo, Fickldi, John P* 
Kehkeot, and Rockwell. 

The following were announced as the standing 
cominittees appointed to serve during the present 



Committee ^ EUMons—Memn. Ladus CI- C. El- 
mer, N. J.; A. A. Chapman, Va.; Wiiloughby 
Newton, Va.; Hannibal Hamlin, Me.; Chesselden 
Ellis, N. Y.; Stephen A. Douglaas, III.; QarreU Da- 
vis, Ky.; Robert C. Schenck, Ohio; and Aaron V. 
Brawn, Tenn. 

CommiUu qf Toyi and Means — Mtissrs. James J. 
McKay, N. C.; GeoiveC. Dromgoole. Va.; Joseph 
R. Ingcrsoll, Pa.; John B. Weller, Onio; Absalom 
H. Chappell, Ga.; Daniel D. Barnard, N. Y.; Moses 
Norris, jr., N. H.; Geo^ Rathbun, N. Y.;and 
Garrett Davis, Ky. 

Committee 0/ Cfsim* — Messrs. Joseph Vance, 
Ohio; Thomas Smith, Ind.; Willis Green, Ky.; An- 
drew Johnson, Tenn.; James B. Bowlin, Mo.; Wil- 
liam P. ThomasBon, Ky.; Selah B. Strong, N. Y.; 
Shepherd Carey, Me.; and A. Ramsey, Fa. 

CoimmUet on Comment — Messrs. I. E. Holmes, 
S. C; Robert P. Dunlap, Me.; J. Phillips Phoenix, 
N. Y.; Preston King, N. Y.; Henry WiUiams, 
Mass.; John P. Kennedy, Md.; Alcee LAbranche, 
L«.; Robert McClelland, Mich.; and Edward Joy 
Morris, Pa. 

Committee on Publie La»ub— Messrs. John W. 
Davis, Ind ; Linn Boyd, Ky.; Washington Hunt, 
N. Y.; Edmund W. Hubard, Va.; George S. Hous- 
ton, Ala.; Thomas L. Clingman, N. C; John Jame- 
son, Mo.; John A. McClemand, III.; and Thomas J. 
Peterson, N. Y. 

Committee mi the Pott QJJee end Post Roads— 
Mta»rn. George W. Hopkins, Va.; Aadrew ICenne- 



dr, Ind.; Joseph Ghrinnell, Mass.; William H. Stiles, 
Ga.; John J. Hardin, III.; Aroasa Daiuu N. Y.; 
David S. Reid, N. C; James H. Relfe, Mo.; and 
Richard H. Jenks, Pa. 

Committee ftr Iht Diibrxcl of Cohmiiia — Messrs. 
Lemuel Stetson, N. Y.; John P. Ha]e,N. H.; Geo. 
W. Jones, Tenn.; Andrew Stewart, Pa.; Alexander 
H. Stephens, Gtu; Wilham C. McCeuslen, Ohio; 
SamuM Chilton, Va.;QustavusM. Bower, Mo.; and 
James M. S. Causin, Md. 

CormttOte on the Judiciary — Messrs. Romulus M. 
Saunders, N. C; Richard French, Ky.; Paul Dil- 
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lingham, jr., Vt.; Armistead Burt, S. C.; Samuel F. 
Vinton, Ohio; John Pettit, Ind.; George W. Sum- 
mers, Va.; Stephen A. Douglass, HI-; and Richard 
Brodhead, Pa. 

CoaamiUee on Sevoititiotuiry Clmms — Messrs. Rich- 
ard D. Davis, N, Y.; William Lucas, Va.; Daniel 
P. King, Mass.; James W. Stone, Ky.; Robert 
Smith, III.; John Dielcey, Pa.; Benjamin White, 
Me.; William T. Senter, Tenn.; and Jacob A. Pres- 
ton, Md. 

CommiUee on PuiUe EijMtufi/itre* — ^Messrs. James 
G. Clinton, N. Y.; James Mathews, Ohio.; William 
Wright^N. J.; George Fuller, Pa., Smith M. Purdy, 
N. Y.; Hennr Grider, Ky.; George 8ykee,JS. J.; 
Perley B. Johnson, Ohio,; and Jacob S. Yost, Pa. 

Committee on iVieote Land Claims — Messrs. John 
Slidell, La ;Geoi«e S. Catlin, Con^ James Dellet, 
.Ala; William J. Brown, Ind.; Jeremiah. E. Cary, 
N. Y.; Elisha R. Potter, R. I.; William V. Yancey; 
Ala.; Luther Severance, Me.; and Charlea Roren, 
N. Y. 

CommiUu on Jdmvfiuinres — ^Messrs. John Cluincy 
Adams, Mass.; Jacob CoUamer, Vt; Joseph A. 
Woodward, S. C; Charles Hudson, Mass.; John 
H. Lumpkin, Ga.; Cornelius Darraf h, Pa.; John P. 
Hale, N. H.; William A. Mosely, N. Y.; and Henry 
Y. Cranston, R. I. 

Committee on .igrievltwe — Messrs. Edmund De- 
beiry,N. C; Isaac G. Farlee, N. J.; Henry St. 
John, Ohio; Jeremiah Brown, Pa.; Byram Cfreen, 
N. Y.; Samuel Hays, Pa.; Thomas J. Henley, Ind.; 
Elias Floi«nce,Ohio; and John Dickey, Pa. 

CorAmitUe an Indian .^otrs — Messrs. Cave John- 
son, Tenn.; Jacob Thompson, Miss.; Solomon Foot, 
Vt.; Beoj. A. Bidlack, Pa.; James B. Hunt, Mich.; 
Osmyn Baker, Mass.; Charles S. BeMen, N. Y.; 
James M. Hughes, Mo.; and John L Vanmeter, 
Ohio. 

Committee on Mihtmrij 49inr9— Messrs. Huc^h A. 
Haialson, Ga.; Walter Coles, Va.; James Irvin, 
Pa.; James A. Black, S. C; Felix G. McConnell, 
Ala.; Duncan L. Linch, Ga.; Joseph J. McDowell, 
Ohio; Thomas H. Seymour, Ct.; and Hamilton 
Fish, N. Y. 

Committee on the JI I i Bli s M essrs. Ezra Dean, 
Ohio; John W. Tibbau, Ky.; WilUam A. Mosehnr, 
N. Y.; Gustavus M. Bower, Mo.: Edmund W. 
HulMiil, Va.; Solomon Foot, Vt; Samuel Hays, 
Pa.; Lucius Lyon, Mich.; and Edward S. HamUn, 
Ohio. 

CommiUee on Jfaeal Jlffmrs—Memn. William Pai>- 
menter, Mass.; Henry C. Murphy, N. Y.; Daniel 
M. Barringer, N. C; Reuben Chapman, Ala.; Rich- 
ard F. Simpson, S. C; Josenh H. Peyton, Tenn.; 
John Stewart, Ct; Archibala Atkinson, Va.; and 
Oeoige P. Marsh, Vt 

Committee on Forewn ./^aif>— Messrs. Charles J. 
IngersolL Pa.; R. Bamwoll Rbett, S. C; John 
White, Ky.; John B. Dawson, La.; William H. 
Hammett, Miss.; Samuel C. Sample, Ind.; Thomas 
H. Baily, Va.; Robert C. Winthrop, Mass.; and 
Chesselden EUU, N. Y. 

Committee on tht Terrilerie*— Messrs. Aaron V. 
Brown, Tenn.; Alexander Duncan, Ohio; William 
L. Goggin, Va.; John R. J. Daniel, N. C; William 
W. Payne, Ala.; Asher Tyler, N. Y.; John Went- 
wortb. 111.; Edward J. Black, Ga-; and James Pol- 
lock, Pa. 

Committee on Jieeoiutionory Peniione— Messrs. 
David L. Seymour, N. Y.; Joseph A. Wright, la.; 
Milton Brown, Tenn.; Joseph P. Hoge, III.; Orville 
Robinson, N. Y.; Emery D. Potter, Ohio; Joshua 
R. Giddings, Ohio; Joshua Herrick, Moinr, and 
Luther Severance, Maine. 

Committee oti InvaHd Pennons — Messrs. Jacob 
BrinkerhofT Ohio; Jeremiah Russell. N. Y.; John 
B. Ashe, Tenn.; Joseph Morris, Ohio; John W. 
Tibbptt*, Ky.; Albert Sotitb, N. Y.; Henry Nes, 



Pa.; Alvan Cullom, Teim.; and Thomas A. Spenoe, 
Md. 

ComnaUee on Roads and Canab — Messrs. Robert 
Dale Owen, Iiu; Lewis Steenrod, Va.; Charlea H. 
Carroll, N. Y.; John R. Reding, N. H.; Orlando B. 
Ficklin, ill.; Willoughby Newton, Va.; Moses G. 
Leonard, N. Y,; Robert W. Roberta, Miss.; John 
Wethered, Md. 

-Committee on Polenl*— Messrs. Thomas J. Hen- 
ley, la.; Julius Rockwell, Mass.; James Black, Pa.; 
Jeremiah Russell, N. Y.; and George B. Rodner, 
Del. 

Committee on Puilie AiiUings and Orowids — 
Messrs. Zadock Pratt, N. Y.; Henry D. Foster, 
Pa.; Amos Abbott, Mass.; George W. Jones, Tenn.; 
and Levi D. Carpenter, N. Y. 

Committee on Merisal and Unfitushed Busints^— 
Messrs. Littleton Kirkpatrick, N. J.; Caleb B. 
Smith, la.; William S. Hubbell, N. Y.; Joseph 
BuffiogtoD, Pa.; and Isaeu: E. Morse, La. 

Committee on ^ocoimls — Messrs. William Taylor, 
Va>; Orville Hungerford, N. Y.; George B. Rodiiey, 
Del.; Alfred P. Stone, Ohio; and Jacob A. Preston, 
Md. 

Committee on MUtage—MtmtB. Howell Cobb, 
Ga.; Horace Wheaton, N. Y^ Peiley B. Johnson, 
Ohio; John Ritter, Pa.; and Freeman H. Morse, 
Me. 

Committee on jEngrorlMg — Messrs. Samuel Simons, 
Conn.; Horace Wheaton, N. Y.; and Thoraaa A. 
Spence, Md. 

The following committees, appointed at the Ist 
session, stand through the Congress: 

Cimimittee on Expendilures in the State DemlmtHl 
—Messrs. Charles Rogers, N. Y.; Julius W. Black- 
well, Tenn^- John T. Smith, Pa.; Willis Green, 
Ky.; and William Wright, N. J. 

Comsiittee on JEzpendiltiree in the IVeaniry Depart- 
me«l— Messrs. George A. Caldwell, Ky.; Jacob 8. 
Yost, Pa.; Daniel R. Tilden, Ohio; Joseph H. An- 
derson, N. Y.; and Joseph B. Ashe, Tenn. 

Committee on ExpenShtres in tAe War Depmrtnunt 
— Messrs. Abraham R. Mcllvaine, Pa.; Andrew 
Kennedy, la.; Archibald H. Arlington, N. C; Hen- 
ry Grider, Ky.; and Andrew Johnson, Tenn. 

Committee on £»endi(ures in ike Ahry Dqartmnt 
—Messrs, Amas» Dana, N. Y.; LH^eton Kirkpat- 
rick, N. J. John I. Vanmeter, Ohio;' Joseph Buf- 
fington. Pa.; and WiUiam T. Senter, Teim. 

Committee on ficzenditares infJbe Post Qfitt Df 
pariment — Messrs. Alexander Harper, Ohio; David 
S.'R«id, N. C.;ThomasSmith, la.; Jeremiah Brown, 
Pa.; and Henry Nes, Pa. 

Committee on Expendihiret on the PiMic BttUdiiigs 
— Messrs. Daniel P. King, Mass.; John B. Daw- 
son, La.; WiUiam Taylor, Va.; Washington Hunt, 
N. Y.; and Alexander Ramsey, Pa. 

Mr. WRIGHT of Indiana presented addition- 
al papers containing affidavita and prooft for 
work and labor on the national road by James 
McAvay: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BOYD presented the petition of the heirs 
of Gabriel Green, deceased, prayine compensation 
for the revolutionary services of saidOreen. Also, 
the petition and papers of Joseph Bowlin, praying 
to be allowed a pension as an invalid. 

Mr. STILES presented the petition of Wm. B. 
Stokes, surviving copartner of J. N. C. Stockton db 
Co., late mail oontiactors, praying relief, Ac: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Road^ 

Mr. BURKE submitted a resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to acx in conjunction with 
a like committee appointed on the part of the Sen- 
ate, to direct, superintend, and control, the pur- 
chase of books for the Library of Congress, and all 
others matters pertaining thereto: agreed to; and 
Messrs. Burke, Marsh, and Lton, were appointed 
as the committee on the part of the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the President's 
message. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether, if the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, it 
would be bound to take up the President's, messi^, 
as su^ested by the gentleman fh>m Virginia, or 
whether it could proceed with other business. 

The SPEAKER tqpUed that it would be for the 
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Commitlee of the Whole to decide what business it 
would first take ap. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL reftrred to Ae special 

committee appointed at the last session on the daim 

of the executors of J. Re^de, and observed that he 

had been requested to call the attention of the chair 

. to it. The duties performed bv that commitlee had 

been very laborious, and they had nearly conclltded 

• their labors when the session closed. He wished to 

,'ltnow if that committee was to hold over, or whether 

another would be appointed. 

The SPEAKER said the question before the 
House was on the motion of the gendeman from 
"Viisinia, to ^ into Committee of the Whole. 

The question was then put on Mr. Daoilcooi.B'i 
motion, and it was carried without a division. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whede, Mr. C. Johnson in the chair, when 

Mr. DUNCAN moved that the committee take 
lip the bill to establish a uniform time of holding 
elections fbr electors of President and Vioe Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. DRPMGOOLE hoped the conmuttee would 
.first take up the President's message, both as a mat- 
ter of importance and fbr the sake of a more spsedy 
. despatch of business. He thought the message 
could be disposed of to^ay; and, that being out of 
the way, the bill of the gentleman from Ohio could 
be taken up and perfected in its details. 

Mr. DImCAN obwrved that this bfll was the 
first sabject referred to the Committee of Ae Whole, 
and therefore he thought it had precedence over all 
other buaineea. 

Mr. HAMMETT hop«) his fViend fron^Ohio 
would not press his motion. He though ir im- 
portant to take up and refer the President's mes- 
sage, which could be done to-day; and to-morrow 
he would be ready to go on with the bill. 

Mr. C. J. INQERS)LL asked if the bill had yet 
been referred to one of (he standing committees. 
He had never seen it befbre this moment. 

Mr. DUNCAN replied that there was no necessi- 
ty for a reference to a standing committee. The de- 
tails of the bill were very simple^and the object of 
going inl* Committee of the Whole was to give 
Uiem an examination, which could be done as well 
there as by a standing committee. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dckcan's 
raotion, and decided in the afirmative— ayes 83, 
no«s4S. 

So the bill was taken up by the committee, and 
read as follows: 

A bill to eatablixh a uniform time for hoMliur clectioaa for 
olecton of President and Vice Preiident in all the 8tstM of 
tlie Union. 

Be it etfcUd by Iht Senatt mU Hmut «/ RcprMcitMum »/ 
(Ac UaUrH Stala of .Smmca in Conprnt autmtUd, That 
from and after tlie puiace of this act, dl regnlar stated elec- 
tions for the choice of dectors of PrMident and Vioe Presi- 
deut of the United States. shall be held on the same daf, and 
on one single day, in all the States of the Union. 

(teo. 3. ^nd be it furtlitr encctti. That the next reKolar 
stated election for the choice of olscton of I'residenl and 
Viuf FreSiident of the United States shall be held In each 
State on the first Tuesdav in the month of November, in the 
jrear of our Lord one thousand eight hnndred ana forty- 
eightj and on the first Tuesday in tlie month of November 
la every fourth year thereafter, a regular statqi election 
shall be held iu each State for the choice of electors of Pna- 
ident and Vice President for the then next regular presiden- 
tial election under the constitution of the United States. 
And in case any special election for the choice of a Presi- 
dent and Vice President by the people shall, according to 
the provisions of the constitution, intervene between the 
regular stated periods for the election of those oillcers, 
every such special election sliall b« held in each State on 
the hnt Tuesday in the month of November of the year in 
which such special election of Ftesideut and Vice Ptesidtnt 
is to be made. 

Sac. 3. ^nd be it furtktr etucUd, That the places and 
manner of holding the elections mentioned in the two pre* 
ceding sections of this act, in the several States of the 
Union, together with the notifications that the same are to 
bo held, and tlie returns of the voles taken at the same, 
shall be specified, regulated, and governed by the laws of 
the respective Stales in force at the time of the holding of 
escli such electionj and all laws and parts of laws hereto- 
fore passed by Congress, inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. ELMER moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the first section imd inserting thfi following: 

B* it macted, ^c. That hereafter, the time of choosing elec* 
tors of President and Vice President shall be the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday of November, in any year when 
such'electors are chosen in pnraaBnca of the Constitution 
and laws. Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 

{irevent the legislatures of the several mates for directing 
he appointment of electors on any snbseqitent day in the 
samf year, to take the place of any electors who may be 
prevented by sickness or any other cause from fuliUling the 
antic* of their appointment 

Mr. E. observed that be detiened this amendment 

to b« «ulMtimte for tb« wiiolo wUi «Ad b« btUeTsd 



that it would effect the object which the gentleman 
from Ohio had in view. He bceged leave to 
suggest to the gentleman from Ohio that the bill, as 
drawn, was inconsistent with the constitution of the 
United States. It would bo perceived that the sec- 
ond sestion, which waa, in fiict, the most important 
section of the bill, waa merely the announcement of 
a general principle (in which he fblly concurred) 
that the elections for electors in all the States shall 
be held on one doyi That section provided — 

"That the next lagnlar slated election for the choice of 
eleeton of President and Vice President of the United StotM, 
shall b« held in eaah Suta on the first Tuesday in the month 
of Nevember, in the year of our I.ord one thonsand eight 
hundred and forty-eight; aad on the first Tuesday in the 
month of Novemberlnevenr fourth year thereafter, a regu- 
lar stated election shall be held in each State for the choice 
of eleotora of President and Vice Preaident for the then next 
regular preaidcntial election ander the constitution of the 
United SUtea." 

This clause (Mr. R continued) provided that 
there shall be an election in 1648, 1859, 1856, and 
so so, for every four yeeirs; and then provides 
that in case 

"Any special election for the choice of a President and 
Vice President by the people shali, According to the pro- 
visions of the constitution, intervene between the regular 
stated periods for the election of those 0fiicen,eTei7 snch 
special dection shall be hdd in each State on the first 
Tuesday iatke montk of Novenber ot tla* year ia whick 
aoch special eleettaaef PresMant aa4^Viea Piwideatisto 
baBada> 

This section was fbunded on the idea that if there 
dioald be a special election, it wouM be only to fill a 
vacancy; but this was a mistake, as the constitution 
provides that the President of the United States shall 
nold his oflice for four years. We cannot, said Mr. 
E., elect a President for leas than four years; and if 
there should be a special election in pursuance of 
the law of 1793, it would alter the regular periods 
provided for in the bill. Again, by the first section, - 
article 2d, of the constitution, it ia provided that each 
State shall proceed in the manner her legislature 
shall provide to choose the number of el^tors to 
which she is entitled. Now this choice may be 
otherwise than by popular elections. It was known 
that in the earHer history of our government, most 
of the States appointed their electors by the action 
of their legislatures. Indeed it was contended by 
one of the political parties, that the States could not 
lavrfOMy -aJMooe theureleatorsby the votes of the peo- 
pteiand he remembered that such was the ground taken 
in the legislature of New York by the federal party. 
The modeof popular elections, however, whicK waa 
contended for by the democratic party, gradually su- 
perseded the other, until at last only one State was 
kn— the State of South Carolinl^ which continues 
to choose her electors by her legislature. In draw- 
ing his amendment, Mr. E. said he had reference to 
this fast. It simply provided that for choosing elect- 
ors there shall b«ons and the same day throughout 
the United States; and that inasmuch as some casu- 
alty might defeat some of the elections, it pf«vided 
further that each State legislature might supply the 
eleelors, the choice of whioh had been prevented by 
su<^ casuahy. As to the particular day, he leganl- 
ed it as of no importance. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if it vras competent for 
the gentleman from New Jersey, on an amendment 
to a section, to discuss the provisions of the whole 
bill. 

Mr. ELMEIR said he believed it had always been 
in order to discuss the whole beatings of a bill when 
the question waa simply on the 1st section; but he 
merely wished to say a few words more. He only 
desired that this bill should be in accordance with 
the provisions of the constitution. At the last ses- 
sion, a similar bill was referred to the Committee of 
Elections, and he, as one of the members of that 
committee, found it his duty to examine into this 
subject; and such an examination had convinc<Ml 
him of the necessity of the amendments which he 
had proposed, of which he was desirous that the 
House should have the fullest opportunity to judeo. 

Mr. HALE desired to make a suggestion to uie 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. DuKCAN,jand the other 
friends of this bill. This bill appeared tq^himto 
be framed on the idea that the choice ofelectors 



wotdd always be perfected in one day; now it ap- 
peared to him that the bill was deficient, as it made 
no provision for an election, if the people should fail 
to elect on the day designated. In the State which 
he had the honor to represent, a majority of all the 
votes cast was required to elect the electors of Pres- 
ident and Vice President of the Umted States, and 
it might so happen that no choice might be made. 

If tucii a low liwt cxifted in lomo of <w Imyer 



States, that would have been the position in which 
they would have been placed. In the large 
State of New York, fbr instance, a majo- 
rity of all the votes given was not giTCa 
for the electors, of whom, by the laws of that State, 
choice was made. He threw out these auggestiona 
for the gentleman of Ohio, that provision might be 
made for such a contingency. 

Mr. DUNCAN said, in drawing this bUl his ob 
ject had been to make it conform with the powers 
which the constitution conferred on Congress. At 
the same time, he was desirous to make it as siinple 
and as clear in its details as possible. The first 
section of his bill simply declared what its inteation 
was — that, from and after the passage of this act, 
all regular stated etecttops for the chtHCp of electors 
of President and Vioe President of th« United 
States shall be held on the same day, and on one 
single day, in all the States of the Union. In 
that there were no details which required grsat 
consideration. It was a aimple proposition, and 
the authority under whieh tney wete to act in 
such a ease was oontaaied in the first sectkm of the 
second article of the constitution, in these vonU: 
"The Congress may determine the lime of thooiiaf 
the electors, and the day on which they shall give 
their votes; which daysball be the same Ihrou^txit 
the United States." The second section of hia bill 
provaled vAot dmt day skoald be, in these words: 
<<The next recnlar stated eieeliaafbr tke ckaieMfalBb- 
tora of Prendoit and Vice>PreaidaBtof the U. f 



shall be held in etuJi State ofl the first Tueadar in 
the month of November, in the year 1848; ana on 
the first Tuesday in the month of November in 
every fourth year thereafter, a regular staled dec- 
tion shall be held in each State for the choioe of 
electors of President and Vice-President for the then 
next.regular presidential election under the constitu- 
tion of the United Slates. An in case any 
special election for the choice of President and Vice 
Fresident by the people shall, according to the pro- 
viiiona of the constitution, intervene between the 
fpgular stated periods for the election of thoee offi- 
cers, every such special election ah&ll be held in 
each State on the first Tuesday in the month of No- 
vember of the year in which such special election of 
President and Vice President is to be itiade. As 
soon as it would be in order to do so, he ahooM 
move an amendment of this section so as to make 
the day the 401 Tuesday oAnr the first Mooiiay in 
November, instead of the first Tuesday in Novem- 
ber, as the section now stood. His object in makii^ 
this change was to avoid the necessity of changing 
the laws in relation to the day on which the electord* 
eoltegftf now meet; for the first Tuesday of November 
might, in some cases, be more than thirty days 
from the first Wednesday in December. 

It would be seen, too, that, by that section, he 
had made provision for a special election whenever 
one should occur between the regular stated peri- 
ods; and that, he conceived, was likewise a pisin 
and simple provision, without any embarrassing 
details. He should however, at the proper time, 
move to amend that branch of the section so as to 
make it conform to the views which he had ex- 
preased. The third section of his bill wss also des- 
titute of details. It designed simply to secure to 
the States the jtowera which they now possess tm- 
der hiws existing in the respective States. Such 
was his bill. It was exceedmgly simple, without 
any details, and therefore he was at a loss to con- 
ceive wherein it required argument or illustration. 
With the exception of South Carolina, all the States 
of the Union now elect by the people the electors 
of President and Vice President; but no difficulty 
could occur in that State, for its legislature oould 
be convened every fourth year on the day to 
be fixed by the bill, to discharge the duties 
therein prescribed. The object of the bill was 
to prevent frauds at the ballot box, as in 1840; but 
such fVauds could not occur in South Carolina, for 
she elected her electors by her legislature; conse- 

?uently there was no chance there for pipeiaying. 
f, however, there were any objection to this bill m 
South Carolina, he should like to hear what it was 
from some one of the Kpresentatives of that State. 
With respect to the suggestions of the gentleman 
from New Jersey, who professed great anxiety for 
the perfection of this bill, he could only say that he 
feared to allow that gentleman to get this bill com- 
mitted to the Committee of Elections, of which that 
gentleman was chairman; for at the last session of 
this Congress that committee had a like measure in 
their custody, and he found it a task which was be< 
7on4 U* powor to |«( it front tbem, or t« |;«( « r^ 
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port thereoD, in time to hare it perfected and put on 
the statute book. 

Mr. HAMLIN propoaed an amendment to the 
amendment in these words: "or the electoral col* 
leges of the several States." The objecit of this 
amendment was to g:iTe- to the electoral colleges the 

rower to supply vacancies in their number, which, 
y this bill as it stood, was siven to the legislatures 
of the States. Bat the bill before the committee 
was defective and objectionable in other respects. It 
was too broad in its terms. He would a^ree with 
the gentleman who introduced this bill, if it simply 
embraced a proposition to carry out the object 
which they aA desired to accomplish. But did this 
bill dk 80? It did more: and he desired the at- 
teatioii of the Hoose to the previsions Of 
the constitution under which they acted. By 
this bill it was sought to d« more than the 
constitution authorized Congress to do, or he 
did not understand the force and meaning of words. 
Conereas had no rif bt to dictate to the States how 
the Mectora should ne appointed, nor to prescribe 
the manner in which the sovereign States should 
make their returns; and hence he agreed with the 
proposition of his friend from New Jersey, whidi 
covered the whole ground. That gentleman's 

[ amendment fixed tlie time definitively; and when 
Congress hod done so, and provided for the recep- 
tion of the decision of the States, so that they 
might be fully represented, the 'power of Congress 
ceued, and it did not become them to go one step 
further- 
Mr. ELMER remarked that the amendment sug- 
gested by the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. 

' Hale] was unnecessary, for his (Mr. E.'s) amend- 
ment embraced that ground with sufficient breadth. 
He then said that, while he was up, he would call 
the attention of the House to a law of Congress, 
which sustained the grotmd which he had taken in 
relation to spedal elections; and he would read an 
extract from that law, for the aatiafiiction of those 
g«Dtlemen who questioned the correctness of his 
position. 

Mr. E. read the section of the law referred to, as 
follows: 

g Sec. M. >tntf be it farther autUi, l^st whsnever th« of- 
"e«s of Piwident and Vioa Fniidtint thall toth become va. 
r^siit, tlw tSecretar; of State thall forthwith cauf e » iiotUic% 
too Ihnvof to b* made to the exacotive of averr State, ana 
Aall alao ««ua the lame to be pubBsbed in at leait one of 
tha nawafapen printed in aaoh Stafak aiMeitjinf tldtelec- 
.. tofa of IhiaPmaidaat of Uis Uolied Sutea ahall be appointed 
or cnoien, in the several Statea, williin thitty-four dayi 
preceding the fln t Wednesday in December, then next en- 
aaing: PratUtd. There- ihall be the space of two months 
between tlta data of such notification and the said Srat 
Wednesday in December: bat if there shall not be the spaoe 
of two months between the date of aoch notiitcation aiu the 
first Wadnaaday in December, and if the term ibr which 
the President and Vice President last In office were elected 
shall not expire on the tliird day of March next ensuing, 
tlian the Secretary of State shall specify, in tha notification, 
that tha elaeton shall be appointed or rhoten within Diirty- 
(oar days pracading the Irst Wednesday in December in the 
year next enaning, within which time the electors shall ac- 
cordingly be appointed or chosen, and the electon shall 
meet and givs their votes on tha said first Wadneaday ia 
Decamber, and the proceedings and dntiea of the said elec- 
ton and others shall be paisnsnt to the directions pre- 
accibod in this act. 

Now the other provision of this act (said Mr. E.^ 
preaoibed who should act as President of the Uni- 
ted States, in case of the death of the Vice President; 
but the officer who was thus to act was not to act 
for the whole four years. There was to be a special 
election. The bill of the gentleman from Ohio pro- 
vided for that; but what the gentleman had over- 
looked was this: the bill provided that the election 
should be held in 1848, and every fonr vears there- 
after. Now if a special election occurred, the Presi- 
dent chosen under that special election was to hold 
his office for four years; and in this case the regular 
elections would not come at the end of every four 
years after 1848. If, for instance, there were to be 
a special election in 1846, then the President elected 
would hold his office from the 4th March, 1847, un- 
til the 4th March, 1851; and the regular election 
would be in 1850, and not in 1853 — four years after 
1848 — as this bill provided for. 

It would be found, fsaid Mr. E.,) on looking into 
the constitution, thnt the provisions of the constitu- 
tion were very general in regard to the election of 
President. It prescribed that he should hold his 
office for four years, and be elected; but not when 
the election should take place, or when the term of 
his office should begin. It would be remembered 
(if his impression was correct) by those who recol- 
leOsd the nistonr of the country, that the time of the 

yum Qf otnw ofWRtbifl^ton wcui (tetenmQ«4 by ao 



oident If he remembered rightly, the Congress of 
the United States did not make a quorum in New 
York for a considerable time after he was elected; 
and it 80 happened — becaase there was no law on 
(hat point — that he was not inaugurated until the 
4th March, 1789; from which time of inauguration, 
under the provisions of the constitution ofthe Uni- 
ted States, he was elected for four years. Then this 
act of Congress cams in and prescribed when the 
elections should take place. Instead of fixing a day, 
it required that the elections should take place be- 
tween two certain days. In Mr. E.'s judgment, this 
provision ol the act of 1793 was not in conformity 
with the constitution. He did not believe that, un- 
der the power to fix a time, the Congress had the 
right to say thai the election should take place with- 
in a certain period, but that they should fix a u>e- 
cific day. But this question was not now under ai»- 
cussion. All agreed that they had a right to fix a 
day not only, but that it was their duty to do it. The 
only question, then, was, how they should conform 
this act to the existmg law, and to the provisions of 
the constitution; and to accomplish the object his 
amendment was Intended. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK opposed the amendment of 
Mr. Hamlin to the amendment of Mr. Elmer, on 
the ground that it proposed to give concurrent juris- 
diction to tke legislatures and to the electoral col- 
leges in the rei^ctive States. This being the case, 
and those two bodies being of different political 
opinions, the election might be negatived entirely, 
and no election take place. He firvored the amend- 
ment of Mr. Elmer, which he conceived not at all to 
conflict with the bill itself. 

Mr. CHILTON, remarking that this billproTided 
for the holding of elections for electors for President 
and Vfce President on the same day, and that no 
votes cast after that day should be received, sug- 
gested to the gentleman who had introduced this 
Bill (for Mr. C. was himself on advocate for having 
these elections at the same time a<iet the United 
States) that some provision be made to meet the con- 
dition of things existing; in Virginia- They voted in 
that State visa twee, audit iret^iently happened that 
all the votes were not polled in one day. It had so 
happened during the recent election, at Richmond 
and at other places. In addition to thia, in a State 
circumstanced as Virginia whs — mountainous and 
inleraectad by laro* stream* of water — aAtisMsof 
high water, and of inclement weather, voters were 
fimjuently prevented from attending the polls in 
one day, not only in the presidential elections, 
which bad induced the legislature to authorize 
the continuance of the elections when, in the judg- 
ment of the regularly constituted authorities, any 
considerable number of voters hod been [Mrevented 
firom coming to the polls. The ease had happened, 
and would happen again, when all the votes conld 
not b« polled. It could not surely be the design 
of any. gentleman, by this bill, that those who 
were eatiiled to vole for electors for President and 
Vice President of the United Statas should be depriv- 
ed of this privilege. He had not risen to present a 
subatitute, but to brin? to the notice of the gentle- 
man [Mr. Dohcan] who had charge of this bill this 
point, with the hope that he would so shape the bill 
as to obviate any difficulty oi this kind. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he thought the discussion 
upon this bill was productive of at least one good, 
Tiz: to demonsti^te the necessity of sending the bUl 
to a standing committee of the House, to be subjeet 
ed to a more careful examination, so as to conform 
its provisions more closely to meet the evil sought to 
be remedied. Upon glimcing at the constitution, 
while he was well satisfied that Congress hod the 
power to prescribe the time for holding elections for 
electon, luid also that it was proper that they should 
exercise this power, he was convinced that this 
bill will was so defective that i^would be impossible 
by it to efiect the objects intended without making 
material changes in it He agreed with die gentleman 
from New Jersey, that when the President of the 
United Slates should be elected, whether by general 
election or by special election, as the gentleman term- 
ed it, he must hold his office for four years. But 
he thought there was a mistake in the gentlemanVi 
supposing there vas a necessity for a special elec- 
tion in case both the President and the Vice Presi- 
dent died. Mr. D. read the provision of thtf conntlu- 
tion that in cose ofthe death of both these officers, 
the Congress might by law "declare what officer 
shall act as President" until a President shall be 
elected. Surely that provision of the constitution 
did not require a special election, or any election un- 
(il (b« (egiwr (im* caid? *t>out. Ho M no( deny, 



in case ofthe death both of the President and Vic* 
President, that Congress might order a special elee- 
tian, because the coiyrtitution provided that Congresa 
might fix the time; but if it did, it was not a special 
election, but a general election; and every subsequent 
election must be at the end of every four years firom 
that time, and the Presideut thus elected must hold 
his office for fonr years. He thought the diSerencea 
of opinion that manifested themselves, and tha dis- 
crepancies pf this bill with the constitution, clearly 
demonstrated the necessity of sending it to a 
standing committee. His object was not to delay 
the bill: as one of its iriends, he was solicitous It 
should pass, and pass at an early day; but he waa 
convinced there could be no safe, sotmd action on 
the subject, until the bill should have gone to a 
conaroitlee, and been thoroughly examinea in all its 
details. 

Mr. HAMMETT remarking that it was obvtooa 
that thia bill was not to be disposed of in Commit- 
tee of thf Whole, at present at least, that the Pr«a- 
ident's message had not been referred, and that some 
ofthe committees, it was known, had been summon- 
ed to meet to-morrow morning, moved that the bill 
belaid aside informally for the jneaent, in order to 
to take up for reference the Presideafs menage. 

The queation was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the bill waa pasaed over inforuaUy. 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 

Mr. HAMMETT (still retaining the floor) said 
he would move that so much of the Preaioent's 
meaaage as related to Texas, be referred — 

Mr.OROMGOOLE suggested that befonamo* 
tion of this kind could be made, it was n e c essa r y 
thnt the committee should determine they would 
proceed to the considenuion of the message. 

The question "Will the committee proceed to the 
consideration of the President's messaged" waa taken, 
and agreed to. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then [Mr. Hammett yidd- 
ing the floor] offered a series of resolutions; whieb 
were read by the clerk, as follows: 

^■Saalcti, That so much of the annual message of tha 
President of the United Statea to the two Kansas of Con- 
gmss at the commencement of the present session, as relates 
to our ibreign atTairs, together with the accompanying coi^ 
respondanoe in relation thereto, be referred to the Com- 
miMae aafoniga AlTain. 

i. That so much as relates to the condition of the treas- 
ury—to treasury notea outstanding— to tha payment of the 
debts of tha United States— to the stocks of government, 
and the re-enactment of a law establishing a sinking fttnd-- 
to the depositories of the public moneys and the iisTors of 

Sovenunent m connection therewith — to tiie connection of 
le revenue with the currency ofthe country— to the reduc- 
tion or modification of the duties imposed, so as not to ex- 
ceed an amonnt of taxation beyond what is "neceseaiy for 
an econoinical administration of the roTemmant,'' be lo- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

3. Tliat so much of said metiaxe as relates to 8ie condi- 
tion of the army of the United states— to fortiftcatiOBa— 
securities of cites and roadsteads — to the- eatablishmantof 
military posts on tlie line of land travel to Oregon— together 
with the report ofthe Secretary of War, excepting snch part 
as maar be otherwise refcned, be referred to lb* Commlttae 
on MUitary Aflhirs. 

4. That so much of said message aa relates to the Indian 
tnl>es, Indian affairs, and the removal of all the tribes r» 
siding within thefUmita of the several SUtes, together with 
so mnrh of the report of the Secretary of War as relates to 
these matters, be referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
IWrs. 

6. That so fimch of said message as relates to the navy of 
the United States— to the propriety of the division of the 
bureau of construction, equipment and repairs — to the es- 
tablishment of B navy-yard at Mempliis, ana a rape-walk in 
connection therewith, together with the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Aflhirs. 

6- That so much of said message as relat** to the. eoea- 
pation and setUement of Oregon, to the enactment of lawa 
for the government of said territory, and for the protection 
and security of tha persons and property of our citiiena 
and inhabitants therein, be referred to the Committee on 
tlio Territories. 

7. Thai to much as relates to the Post Oflloe Deparlniant, 
to the aiteralion of the tarifl' of poslsfte. to the mode of sos- 
taining the deparlmcnt, together with the report of tha 
Postmaster General, be referred to the Committee on Ih* 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

8. That so much of said message' as relates to the poUoy 
of establishing a regular line of steamships to ply belwoea 
tliis countrj- and foreign ports, and upon onr own waters, 
for the transportation of the mail, tie referred to tlie Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads; and so moch as fo- 
lates to the propriety of placiiw such ships under the com- 
mand of experienci-d officers of the navy, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Afi'airs. 

9. That so mach of said message aa relates to appropria- 
tions made by Congress for the improvoment of the rivers 
of the West, and of tlie harbors on the lakes, and impressaa 
on Congress the great Importance of withholding appropri- 
ations from improvements "which are not ascartainad by 
previous examination and iorvey," be referred to the C«m> 
mlltae on Conunsrce. . .^ «. ..^ » 

IV. Tb»tMau«bofi*MiMMH*Hr*M«f tatbtVittrtcl 
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of Columbia, be rafitred to the Committee for the Diitrict 
of Columbia. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the question on the 
first ruolution. ' 

Mr. DROMGOOLEvuggesled that the question 
be taken upon them all at the same time, unless 
some gentleman wished to except particular resolu- 
tions. 

This suggestion bsinf acceded to, and no gentle- 
man objecting, the question was taken, and the res- 
olutions were adopted. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved tliat a select 
committee be appointed to consider the claim of the 
executors of James Reeside, deceased. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the appointment 
of a select committee, and suggfested the propriety of 
referring it to one of the standing committees. 

Mr. STEENROD advocated the appointment of 
a select committee, on the ground of the importance 
of the claim, and the great labor required for its in- 
' vestigation. 

Mr. VANCE moved to refer the case to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads^ and after 
some further remarks from Messrs. C. J. InceriOll 
and Cave Johhson, the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE presented the constitution of 
the Stale of Iowa, and moved the printing of thrae 
thousand extra copies. 

The CHAIR said the motion was not then in 
order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS and others caUed for ths regular 
order of business. 

On motion by Mr. VANCE, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE. ^ 

TvBSDAT, December 10, 1844. 
Mr. BiRRow BjH>eared in his seat to-day. 
The PRESIDENT pro Im. laid before the Senate 
the following message received from the President of 
the United States, viz: 

To Iht Senate and Hmae i^Sqireaentative): 

1 communicate to you an extract of a despatch 
from Mr. Hall to the Secretary of Slate, which has 
. been received by me since my message of the 3d in- 
stant, containing the pleasing intelligence that the 
indemnity assumed to be paid by tlie Republic of 
Venezneia, in the case of the brig Morris, has been 
satisfactorily anang^. 

JOHN TYLER. 
Washingtsn, D. C, Dec 10, 1844. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 



Orderrd, That the petition of Georre Foindexler, praying 
a peniion for military tenricee. be tuen from the mea ana 
reieried to the Committee on Pcnsiona. 



Mx. C. also presented a petition from sundry cit- 
izens of Louisville, Kentucky, praying that some 
'law may be passed by Congress, reaucuig the rates 
of postage: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roods. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a petition fh>m the 
Mexican Ghilf Railroad company and its sureties, 
Lizandie A Co., praying for a remission of duty on 
certain railroad iron: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Also, the petition of A. Ledoux and others; pray- 
ing perynission to cbange the location of certain 
land cliums in Louisiana; and a petition from Col. 
Nathaniel Hoggatt, praying for the confirmauou of 
certain sales of the public lands in Louisiana; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from the 

ftresident and directors of the bank of the Metropo- 
Is, praying Congress to grant to them a new char- 
ter: referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, it was ordered 
that the memorial and accompanying papers of the 
West Feliciana railroad company be taken from the 
files, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented a petition from 
Hezekiah Hamlet, of Nashville, New Hampshire, 

fraying for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
'ensions. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files of the Senate the 
memorial of John Martin. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition of 
the legal representatives of William "Walker. 

On motion by Mr. B., it was ordered that the pe- 
tition of the heira of James Bell, praying the pay- 



ment of a balance due for advances of money and 
supplies of provisions during the revolutionary war, 
be taken from the files of* the Senate, and refemd to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr BAGBY, leave was granted to 
withdraw fimm the files certain papers of Rke Gar- 
land, of Louisiana. 

. On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was ordered that 
the memorial of William Rich, praying compensa- 
tion for certain clerical services in tlio ofRce of the 
Paymaster Genera], be taken from the files and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and accom- 
panying I>Bpers of William Walker. 

On motion by Mr. RIVES, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files the petition of Saunders & 
Porter. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from the American Statistical Association, located 
in Boston, representing that there are various and 
gross errors in the census of 1840, as printed; and 
suggesting that such a document ought not to have 
been sanctioned by the United States. 

Mr. BREESB gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce the following bills, viz: 

A bin for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Pierre Menard, deceased, Josiah T. Betts, Jacob 
Fleaman, and Edward Roberts of the Skite of Illi- 
nois, sureties of Felix St Vrain, late Indian agent, 
deceased. 

A bill for the relief of William Elliot, jr., of Ful- 
ton county. State of Illinois. 

A bill for the relief of the l^al representatives of 
Pierre Menard, of Antoine ^lier, and of Joseph 
Placy. 

A bill to eiiant to the State of lUioois a right of 
way through the public lands of the Um'ted Sates, 
and for other purposes. 

On motioii by Mr. HUNTINGTON, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition and 
papere of Lewis H. Bates and William Lacon. 

Mr. JOHNSON gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to intrdduce a bill to recognise 
the sales of public lands in certain coses, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial fVom 
Catharine Leavitt, of Gilford, New Hampshire, 
praying for a pensioni referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. BENTON presented apetition from Thomas 
Bryan of Missouri, praying Congress to make him 
compensation for certam fossil remains of North 
American elephants, and Missouri mastodons, 
placed by him in the Patent Office, Washington: 
referred to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the eommnmcation 
received yesterday from the State Deportment, was 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was ordered that 
so much of the President's message as relates to 
finance be referred to the Committee on Finances 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, so much of the 
message as relates to for«^ relations was rcfSsrred 
to the Committee on Foreign Aflairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and adopted, viz: 

Rfitttvfd, That the Secretary «f the Treaaary be directed 
to communicate to the Senate a copy of hit written opin- 
ion addieiied lo the Commiaaioner of the Uenenl Land Of- 
tee, directing patenta to be iisned in favor of the claimanta 
under the Houms olatm, in the 8tat« of JL«nJtiana. vith a 
copy of the anrveyf of the «aid claim*, together with copiei 
of the opinions wiTen by the other offlce ra connected 
with the General Land Olnce in relation to tbe laidcUimi; 
alao tnnacripta of coniinnatioa in the cue. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the joint resolution 
from the House for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee of three members from each House td direct 
and superintend the disbursement of the fund for 
the purchase of boosts for the library -of Congress, 
was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. TAPPAN showed that this resolution must 
have been passed in error, as a standing committee 
of that character was already in existence. On his 
motion it was laid on the table. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
AiTaire, reported a bill granting a pension to James 
Dufiy; which was read, ana oraered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
for the rebef of the heirs of Rol>ert Fulton. 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill to set- 
tle the title to the Pea Patch island, in the Delaware 



river, which was read twice, and referred to iJm 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, on leave, introduced a bill 
relating to the appointment of tbe assistants to the 
Postmaster General; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to (he Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roods. 

ANNEXATION OF TBXA8. 

Mr. McDUFFIE, agreeably to notice, inlrodueed 
the following, viz: 

JOINT RESOLUTION FOE ANNEXING TEXAS 
TO THE UNITED STATES. 

Raolvtd by the Senate and Hnue ^ RipreteiiMiva 
(ifthe United Statei in CoHrrew antmbUi, That the 
compact of annexation and union between the said 
United SteUes and the republic of Texas, signed by 
John C. Calhoun, Secretary of Slate, on the port of 
the United States, and Isaac Van Zondt and J. 
Pinckney Henderson, pn the part of Texas, on tbe 
twelfth of April last, in the foUowing words, viz: 
"abticle I. 

"The republic of Texas, acting in conformity with 
the wishes of Uie people and every department of iti 
government, cedes to the United States all its territo- 
ries, to be held by them in full property and so^-e- 
reignty, and to be annex^ to the said United States 
as one of their Tenitories, subject to the same con- 
stitutional provisions with their other Territories. 
This cession includes all public lota and squares, 
vacant lands, mines, minerals, salt lakes and springs, 
public edifices, fortifications, barracks, ports and 
narbora, navy and navy yards, docks, magazines, 
arms, armaments, and accoutrements, archives and 

Sublic documents, public funds, debts, taxes and 
ues unpaid at the time of the exchange of the rati- 
fications of this treaty. 

"AltTICLB II. 

"The citizens of Texas shall be incorponted into 
the Union of the United States, maintained and pre- 
tented in the free enjoyment of their liberty and 
property, and admiUed:,'as soon as may be consial- 
ent with the principles of the federal constitution, to 
the enjoyment of all the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities, of citizens of the United States. 

"articlk ui. 

"Ail tides and claims to real estate, whiclt an vaU 
•under the laws of Texas, shall be held to be ao by 
the United States; and measures shall be adotitad 
for die spasdy adjudication of all unsettled dakis 
to land, and patents shall be graoted to those ibund 
to be valid. 

"article IV. 

"The public lands hereby ceded shall be subject to 
the laws regulatiDg the public lands in the other 
Territories of the United States, as ftr as they may 
be applicable; subject, however, to such altentions 
and changes as Congress may fVom time to ttne 
think proper to make. It is undentood between 
the parties, that if, in consequence of the mode in 
which land* have been surveyed in Texas, or ttom 
previous grants or locations, the sixteenth section 
cannot be applied to the purpose of education, C<m- 
gress shall make equal provision by erant of land 
elsewhere. And it is also further underatood, that, 
hereafter, the books, papera, and documents of the 
General Land Office of Texas shall be depoaitad 
and kept at such place in Texas as the Congress of 
the United States shall direct 

"article v. 

"The United States assume and agree to pay tbe 
public debts and liabilities of Texas, however cre- 
ated, for which the faith or credit of her govern- 
ment may be bound at the time of the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty; which debts and lia- 
bilities are estimated not to exceed, in the whole, 
ten millions of dollare, to be ascertained and paid in 
the manner hereinafter stated: 

"The payment of the sum of three hundred and 
fifly thousand dollora shall be made at the treasury 
of the United States, within ninety days after the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, as fbl- 
lows: Two hundred and fifty thousand dollais to 
Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, or his executors, 
on the delivery of that amount of ten per cent bends 
of Texas; one hundred thousand dollara, if so mndi 
be required, in the redemption of the excliequer bills 
which may be ^ circulation at the time of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treaty. For the 
payment of the remainder of the debts and liabilities 
of Texas, which, together with the amotmt already 
specified^ shall not exceed ten miUicHis of doUan, the 
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[Continued from ^0. 1.] 
ptlblic landa herein ceded, and the net revenue ftom 
the aune, are hereby pledged. 

''ASTICLB VI. 

"In order te ascertain the full amount of the ^ebta 
and liabilities herein assumed, and the lefaUty and 
validity thereof, four commissioners slutll be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, who 
shall meet at Washington, Texas, within the period 
of six months after tbeexdum^e of the ratifications 
-of this treaty, and may continue in session notezceed- 
nig twelve months, unless the Con^ss of the United 
States shouIdKrolong the time. They shall take an 
oath for the faithfuf discharge of their duties, and 
that they are not directly or indirectly int ei ssl e d 
in said claims at the time, and will not be 
during their continuance in office; and the laid 
oath uall be recorded with their prooeodio^ In 
case of the death, sickness, or resignation «f 
any of the comnuaaioners, hia or thor plsioa or 
plaeea may be supplied by the ^mointment aa afcie- 
aaid, or by the President of the United Statea d»> 
ring the recess of the Senate. They, or a majority 
■of them, shall bs authorized, under such reguUiioos 
aa the Congress of the United Statea ntay preaqnbe, 
to hear, examine, and decide on all qtwationa t<^iclt. 
ing the legality and validity of said claims, and 
shall, when a daim is aUowed, issue a eertifieate to 
the claimant, stating the amount, distinguishfaig 
principal from interest. The eertificatea so iasaed 
shall be numbered, and entry made of the number, 
the name of the person to whom issued, and the 
amount, in a book to be kept for that purpose. They 
shall transmit the records of their proceedings and 
the book in which the certificates ar« entered, with 
the vouchers and documents produced before tham, 
relative to the claims aUowed or rejected, to the 
Treasury Department of the United Statea, to be de- 
posited therein; and the Secretary of the Treasury 
ahall, aa soon as practicable after the receipt *f Ow 
same, ascertain the aggregate amount of the debts 
and Uabililies allowed; and if the same, whso added 
to th*«MOunt to be paid to Frederick Dawson, and 
the a«m which may be paid in the redemption of 
the exchequA bills, dial) not exceed the estiinated 
aum of ten millions of dollars, he shall, on At present- 
' ation of a certificate ctf' the commissionera, issue, at the 
option of the holder, a new certificate for the amount, 
distineuishing principal firom interest, and paya- 
ble to liim or'oraer, outi of the net proceeds of the 
public Isjids hereby ceded, or slock of the United 
Statea, for the amount allowed, including principal 
and interest, and bearing an Intarfeat of three per 
cent, per annum from the date thereof; which atoek, 
in adoition to being made payable out of the net 
proceeds of the public lands hereby ceded, shall 
also be receivable in payment for the same. In 
caae the amount of the debts and liabilities allowed, 
with the sums aforeamd to be paid to Frederick 
Dawsoo, and which nay be jpaid m the redemption 
.of the exchequer bUls, shall exceed the sum of 
ten millions of doUars, the said secretary, before 
'isatiing a new certificate, or stock, as the ease may 
be, shall make in each case such proportionable and 
ratable deduction on its amount as to reduce the ag- 
gamte to the said sum of ten millions of dollars; 
ana he shall have power to make all needful rules 
and regulations necessary to carry into ellect the 
powers hereby vested in him. 

"ARTICLE VII. 

"Until further provision^shall be made, the laws of 
Texas, as now existing, shall remain in force, 
and all executive and judicial officers of Texas, 
■ except the President, Vice President, and heads of 
depurtments, shall retain their offices, with all power 
and authority appertaining thereto; and the courts 
of Justice shall remain in all respects as now estab- 
Usfied and organized. 

, "articlx vm. 

"Immediately after the ratifications of this 
treaty, the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shul ap- 
point a oommisaiooer, who ahall proceed to Texas 
and receive the transfer of the territory thereof, and 
•11 the archives and ptibllc property, and other 



things herein conveyed, in the name of the United 
Statea. He shall exercise all executive authority 
in said territory necessary to the proper axeeiitioR 
of the laws, until otherwise provided," 

Be and the same is hereby declared to be the fuada- 
mental law of union between the said United 
Statea and Texas, so soon as the supreme authorities 
of the said republic ofTexas shall agree to the aame. 
And it shall be the duty of the President of the 
United States, so soon as he ahall be nfficially no- 
tified of such agreement on the part of Texas, to 
announce the same by proclamation. 

Retolved fitrlktr, by -the authority aforesaid. That 
it is understood and intended that whatever was 
atipulated to be done immediately, or at a fixed 
period afier the exchanee of the ratifications of the 
aforesaid compact, shall be done immediately or in 
a like period after the supreme authorities of Tttcaa 
shall mive formally agreed to these resolutions. 

The joint resolution havaw been read twice, waa, 
on. the motion of Mr. ABCHER, iefened to tiM 
Committee on Foreign Rdations. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he wotdd, tOK 
morrow, oak leave to introduce a bill forihe annex- 
ation of Texaa to the United States. 

The resohitioit introduced by Mr. Ritbi yeatei^ 
day, waa taken up and agreed to, as followa: 

R—chti, Tbat the Pretldeat Im raqaMtad to eemaaai- 
cate to tk» Seoai*, If not iDCompatibte with tlu naliUa later- 
eit to do to, anjr further ceirespondence which niay hire 
itlcen place between the minltter of (he IJnitci Statn to 
Mexico and the goremncnt of the repablio, as well u any 
conunanication which may hava been^ Rostred trom-^ia 
Biiniiteroflator data than thoie traaunitted with the inr>. 
•age of the Sd lutsnt 

Mr. AIXBIN submitted the following reaolo- 
tion, which lies on the table one day under the 
rules: 

Bftlvti, That the Freiideiit be ieqtte*ted to lay betbre 
tha Senate, if in hi* Judgment that may he done withoat 
prejadlco to the public inteieeti. a copy of any iiutmctioni 
wlileh may have been given by the executive to tlie Ameti. 
can minister in Eaglaaa, on the nibieet of the Territory of 
Oregon, lince the concipondence which may have psHed 
between title gavemmem and that of Great Britain, or t)** 
tween either of the two garemment* and the minister of 
the athar, in relation to that rabJMt, daea that tia»e. 



Mr. ASHLEY preaented a petition'from Aaohel / 
Braimrd, of Lake cotmty, Ohio, aaking an increase 
of pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate pr6- 
ceedsd to the conaideralion of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuncAT, December 10, 1844. 
The mmutes of yesterday wen read and i^ 
proved* 

ADOmONAI. MEMBERS. 

The following members, whose names have not 
been heretofore puUished, appeared in their seats 
toklay: 

Ava» Soxoh Carolina— J OHM Campbell. 

PromJ^ortk Carolina — Kenweth Ratmer. 

Rom MaryUnul — Francii Bbxnolb. 

NOTICES OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

B.tsoli'fH, Thit the Committee on the Judi'^iary be directed 
to'' inqaire and report wtmt Amount of unolaimed diTiden>]$ 
rcmain in the hands of the odicers, agents ortnistees of tlie 
old Bank of the United St»tei. whbiie chart4fr expired in 
1811; and what action, if any, it would be proper lor Con- 
gress tq take in relation thereto. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution could only 
be received by general consent. 

Mr. BRODHEAD asked the general consent; 
and, there being no objection. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS gave notice of his intention here- 
after to ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Joseph Holmes and others, owners and le^al repre- 
sentatives of the crew of the schooner Industry. 

Mr. HOPKINS, on motion, withdrew from the 
files of the House the papers relating to the claim 
of Mary McKnistry. 

Mr. HOSE, ptnrsnant to notice heretofore given, 
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asked ledve to introduce « bill to direct the Preair 
dent of the United States to cause the reaerved lead 
minea in the State of IlUnoia and TerritOTiea of 
Wiaconsin and^ Iowa to be expoaed to public sale. 

Leave was granted, and the bill waa reed a first 
and aecond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CALDWELL gave notice that he would on 
UHnorrow, or some subsequent day, offer a joint 
reaolution explanatory of an act making ap{M-epria- 
tions for the payment of revolutionary uid other 
pensions of tne United States for the fiscal y«W 
ending the 30th of June, 1845. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. GIDDINOS inquired what waa the regular 
order of businees. 

The SPEAKER rallied, flie caU by States for 
petititms. ^ 

Mr. OIDDINGS called for that order of buaineaa. 

The call waa^commeneed with the State of Maine, 
and petitions were presented. 

From New Hampshire: by Mr. BURKE. 

From Masaachusetta: by Mr. ADASM. 

One of the petitiona preaented by Mr. Adaks was 
on the subject of war, which the petition represented 
aa inoonaiatent with the spirit of Christianity. It 
was re f erred to the Committee on Foreign Affiurs. 

Another waa a petition firom the American Stotia- 
tieal Sopiety, in relation to certain erron in the laat 
or Sixth Census of the United Slates. 

Mr. ADAMS aoid a petition on thia subject, at 
the last session, was referred to a seleet committee; 
and he hoped this petition would take same direc- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER stated that the committee of die 
last session was a special committee, and that it 
necessarily expired 'With the session. 

Mr. ADAMS moved the appointment of a select 
committee of nine memben for the oonsidaration of 
this petition. He also moved that the petition be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the creation 
of'the aelact committee, and 80 voted in the affirm aF 
live'. 'It^thout announcing the number of thoae in 
the negative, the Speaker stated there ■mM evidently 
a majority in the aftrmative. 

The SPEAKER next put the queation on ptiot- 
iag the memorial, and decided that it was lost. 

Mr. BARNARD ctdled for a division. He in- 

Suired also if the mejporial was very long; if not, he 
hould ask that k might be read. 

The Clerk replied that it was very long. 

The SPEAKER put the question on printing, 
and 59 voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. BARNARD called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK called for the readmg of the 
memorial. He said he could not vote satianictorQy 
uttleaa he heard it read. 

The Clerk accordingly proceeded to reed the doo» 
anient, which set forth erron in the statiatics of ool- 
l^gea and common schools. 

After reading some lime without having gone 
through the petition, 

Mr. E. J. BLACK rose and said he had heard 
enough to show him the character of the document; 
he therefore withdrew his demand thst it should be 
read. 

Mr. BOYD moved to lay the motion to print on 
the table. 

Mr. BARNARD colled for the yens and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being Uken, resulted 
thus— yeas 101, Bays 79, as follows: 

YEAS-Mc«n. Arrington, Ashe. Atkinson, Baily, Bat^ 
rinser, Benton, Edward J. Blaclt. Jamea Btaclt. BlackweU, 
Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Milton Brawn, WiUiajn J. Brawn, 
Burlce, Bnrt. Caldwell, CampbeU, Canjin, AugustnsA. 
Chapman, Clingraan. Coles. Cnllom. Daniel. J<AnW. DarU. 
Dawson, Dean Dellel. Douglass, Drorogoolo. Duncan, Bun- 
lap, Ficklin, Foster. French, Goggin^jalo. Hannibal Ham- 
lin. Hammet. Harahon, Hays, Tleirtck, Hogo, Hopkhia, 
HoHston, Hubari, Hughes, Hungcrford, Janes B. Hunt, 
Charles J IngeMOll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, O. W. Jones, Andrew Kennedjr, Preston King. U- 
brancbe, Lucas, Lumpkin. NtcCauslen, McConnell, McDow- 
ell McKay, Isaac K. Morse, Murphy, Newten, Norrls, 
Parmenter.l'aTne, Peyton, F.raeryD. Potter. Pnrdy, David 
S Keid. Reding, Relfe, Rhctt, lUlter, KoKrts, BiMsell. 
St John, Sauwlers, David L. Seymour, lilmons, Simpson, 
glidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robeit Kmitb, 8»o« » 
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red, John Stewart, SUlei, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Strong, TBj-lor, Xibbalti, Benjuain White, WilUuDt, Wood- 
ward, Vancy. and Vosl— 101. _ , _ , 

NAYS— Mcsini. Abbot, Adanft, Baker, Barnard, Brengle, 
BrinkerhotJ', Brodhfad, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Cai> 
roll, Callin, Chilton, Clinch, Craniton, Dana, Darragh, 
Oanett Davij, Bichard D. DaTi», Dickey, DilHngham, 
Ellia, Elmer. Karlce, Fish, Fuller, Oiddings, Brram Oreen, 
Orinnell, Oridcr, fMwanl S. Hamlin, Hardin Harper, Hud- 
aon, Waahington Hunt, Joaeph R. Ingcnoll, Jenk«, Perley 
B.Johnaon. John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirijpatrick, 
McClelland, McIIvaioe, Matthewi, Edward Joy Morrii, 
Freeman H. Mor«c, Moseley, Nea, Fatenon, Pheonin, Pol- 
lock, Eli«ha R. Potter, Pratt, Hamsey, Ralhbun, Robinion, 
Bockwell, Rodney, Rogen, Sample, Schenck, Senter, 
Tliamai H. Seymour, Albert Smith, Stephent, Stetaon, An- 
drew Stewart, Siimmera, Sykea, Thomttaon, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Wentworth, Wheaton, John White, Win- 
throp, William Wright, and Joseph A. Wright— 79. 

So the motion to print was laid on the table. 

A message in writii^ was teceived from the 
Prasident of the United States by the hands of his 
private secretary. 

Mr. ADAMS (still retaining the floor) pretented 
fbuT other petitions, sicned by residents oi the city 
of New York, asking for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia; and he moved the rrfeiv 
•nee of the first to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. EDWARD J. BLACK objected to the ie> 
ception of the paper; and he raised the question of 
its reception. 

The Clerk read the petition (which was signed 
by five memorialists) at the request of several mem- 
bers. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN moved to biy the question 
of reception on the table. 

Mr. HOLMES called for the yeas and nays on 
this motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. WINTHROP wished to inquire of the Chair, 
in order that there might be no misunderstanding 
with reference to the dfect of this vote in any part 
of the House, whether this motion, if it prevailed, 
would carry the petition with it.> 

The SPEAKER replied that this motion would 
not carry the petition to the table. If the motion to 
lay the question to receive on the table prevailed, 
the petition would not be in the power of the 
House. 

Mr. WINTHROP. Will it be in the power of 
my friend from Massachusetts to move the ques- 
tion of reception again? What becomes of the peti- 
tion then? 

The SPEAKER. It remains with the gentl*- 
man. 

Mr. WINTHROP. Then it will be in the hands 
of the gentleman, and he will be at liberty to move 
the question of reception again? 

The SPEAKER repliedthat that qtiwation of or- 
der would remain to be decided upon when it came 
up. 

The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted — 
yeas 90, nays 99, as follows: 

YEAS.— Mcsan. Arringlon, Aihe, Atklnion, Baily, Bar- 
ringer, Bidlack, Kdward J. Black, Jamea Black, James A. 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyiu Aaroa V. Brawn, 
Milton Brown, William Browa, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, 
Campbell. Causin, Reuben Chapman. Angustas A. Chap- 
man, Chilton, ('linch, Coles, Cullom, Daniel, Qarrelt Davis, 
John W. Davis, I>awsQn, Deberry, Dellet, Douglass, Drom- 
goole, Ficklin, French, Ooggin, Grider, Hammett, Haml- 
aon, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hnghes, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geoige W. 
Jones, LobrHnche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McConnall, McKay, 
Mathews, Isaac E. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Payne, 
Peyton, David S. Keid, Reding, Relfe, Rhctt, Roberts, Rod- 
ney, Russell, Saanden, Senter, Simpton, SUdeU, Thomas 
Smith, Robert Smith, Speace, Staeaiiod, Stephens, Stiles, 
James W. Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thomasson, 
Tlbbatts, Wentworth, Woodward, and Yancey —90. 

NAYS.— Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barnard, Benton, Brengle, 
Brinkerhoir, Brodhcad, J. Brown, Buffington, J. E. Cary, 
Carroll, Cliogman, Coilamer, Craston, Dana, Darragn, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, Ellis, 
Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foster, Fuller, Oiddings, 
Byram Oreen, Orinnell, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward 
S. Hamlin, Hardin, Hfiirper, Henley, HerrJok, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt. James B. Hunt, Joseph R. IngersoU, 
Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Pre.iton King, Daniel P. King, KIrkpatrick, Lyon, 
MoCaaslin, McClelland. McDowell, Mollvalne, Marsh, 
Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Moseley, Nes, Owen, Parmenter, Peterson, Fhecenlx, Pol- 
lock, Eliiha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Ram- 
aar, Rathbun, Ritter. Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers. St 
John, Sample, Schenck, Thomas H Seymour, David L. 
Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stetson, 
Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Alfred Stone, Sykcs, Til- 
den, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Wheaton, John White, Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, Benjamin White, WUlian Wright, and 
Joseph A. Wright— 99. 

So the House refused to lay on the table the ques- 
tion of reoeptioD.- 

Tbe question then recarred, "Shall the petition 
tw rsceivcd ?'' 



Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The roll was then called by the clerk; but before 
the result was announced — 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose and observed (hat 
he wished to ask a question of the Speaker. By the 
24th rule, said Mr. I., it is provided that "petitions, 
memorials, and other papers addressed to the House, 
shall be presented by the Speaker, or a member in 
his place; a brief statement of the contents thoeof 
shall be made verbally by the introducer; they shall 
not be debated on the day of their being prnented, 
nor on any day assigned by the House for the receipt 
of petitions ansr the first Uiirty days of the session, 
unless where the House shall direct otherwise, but 
shall lie on the table to be taken up in the order in 
which they were presented. Members having peti- 
tions and memorials to present, may hand them to 
the Clerk, endorsing the same with their names, and 
the leferenee or disposition to be made thereof; and 
such petitions and memorials shall be entered on the 
journal, subject to the control and direction of the 
Speaker, and if any petition or memorial be so hand- 
ed in, which, in the judgment of the Speaker, is ex- 
cluded by the rules, the same shall be returned to the 
member from whom it was received." Now,"he de- 
sired to know fVom the presiding officer whether, 
under the above rule, a petition similar to the one 
before them could be handed to the derk, and filed 
and referred without the formality of a presentation 
to the House. 

The SPEAKER replied, that, in the present con- 
dition of the question, the memorial before the 
House could not be so handed in by a member— 
the vote having been taken, and the result not de- 
clared. The Chair would further remark^ that, in 
regard to other petitions, not so circumstanced, eve- 
ry member had a right to hand them in to the Clerk, 
and iuive them referred. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. Might a member treat 
a petition of a similar character in that way? 

The SPEAKER replied that he could. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. I shall not vote on (he 
question. 

The result of the vote was then announced by the 
Chair to be — ^yeaa 107, nays 81, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Benton, Brengle, 
BrinkerboS', Brodhead, Jeremiah Brown, Bul&ugton, Car- 
penter, Jereiniah E. Cary. Carroll, Catlin, Clingman, Cell» 
mer, Cranston, Dana, Darragh, Richard D. Davis. John W. 
Davis, Dickev, Dillingham, Douglass, Dunlap, EiUs, Elmer, 
Farlee,Fish,norenoe, Foot, Paster, Fuller, Oiddings, By- 
ram <ireen, Orinnell, Hale, Hannibal HamVn. Edward 8. 
Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, Hcitick, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. IngersoU, 
Jenks, Perlcy B. Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kiikpatrlck, Lyon, 
McCaoslen, McClelland, McDowell, Mcllraine, Marsh, Ed- 
ward J. Mortis, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, 
Nes, Owen, Parmenter, Paterson, Phaniz, Pollock, Elisha 
R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbnn, 
Ritter, R^obinson, Rockwell, Rogers, St John, Sample, 
Schenck, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, 
Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Siaith, Stetson, An- 
drew Stewart, John Stewart, Alfred P. Stone, Bykes, Tilden, 
Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wentwortn, Wheaton, 
John White, Benjamin White, Williams, Winthrop, Wil- 
Uam Wright, and Joseph A. Wrlght-107. 

NAYS- Messrs. Arlington, Ashe, Atkinson, Bally, Bar- 
ringer, Edward J. Black, James Black, James A. Black, 
Blackwell, Bower, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
William J. Brown. Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Reu- 
ben Chapman, Chilton, Clinch, Clinton, Coles, Cullom, Dan- 
iel, Oarrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Dromgoole, 
Ficklin, French, Goggin, Orider. Hammett, Haralson, 
Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hobso^, Hughes, Jsme- 
son. Cave Jonnson, Andrew JohB*OB,0«orgeW. Jones, La- 
branche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McConnell, McKay, Mathews, 
Inaac E. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Payne, Peyton, 
Rayner, David S. Beid, Reding, Relb, Rhett. Roberts, Rod- 
ney, Saunders, Senter, Simpson, Slidell, Robert Smith, 
Spence, Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, Strong, Sunmen, Tay- 
lor, Thomasson, Tibbats, Woodward, and Yancey— 81. 

So the petition was received. 

Mr. ADAMS dioved to refer it to the Committee 
for the Distric t of Columbia. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to by the petition on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS called fbr the yeaa and myi; 
which being ordered, the vote was taken; but before 
the result was announced, 

Mr. E. J. BLACK (his name being called) said 
that, not believing that he had a right, tuider the 
constitution, to vote on this question, he declined 
voting. 

The result viras then annqunced to be — ^yeas 88, 
nays 99, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Arriagton, Ashe, Atkinsoa, Baity, Bai^ 
finger, Bidlack, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, 
Bower, Bowlin, Bord, Brangle, Biodhead, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Budu, Caldwell, Camp- 
bell, Causin, Reuben Chapintn, Angostos A. Chapman, 
Ch^jpell, Clinch, Clintoa, Colas, Cullopi, DsnkI, '.Osnctt 



Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Douglass, Itaon- 
goole, Ficklin, French^ Fuller, Goggin, Orider, Haamctt, 
Haralson, Hoge, Hopkins, HoustonTHubard, Hughes, Jame- 
son, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Oaoige W. Jones, 
Labraoohe, Lucas, Lumpkin, McConnell, MoOoweU, 
McKay, Mathews, Isaac E. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Nor- 
ris, Payne, Peyton, David S. Keid, Redug, Relfo, Rolwrts, 
Rodney, Russell, Senter, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas 
Smith, Robert Smith, Spence, Steenrod, Stephens, Andrew 
Stewart, Stiles, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thomasson, Tlb- 
batts, Wentworth, and Yancey— 89. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Benton, Brinker- 
boff, Jeremiah Brown, BnSngton, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. 
Carjr, Carroll, Catlin, Chilton, Clingman, CoUamer, Cran- 
ston, Dana, Darragh, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dil- 
lingham, Dunlap, Elmer, Farlee, flah, Florence, Feot, Foo- 
tor, Oiddings, Bvram Oreen, Orinnell, Hale, Haonilml Ham- 
lin, Edward S. Hamlin, HanUn, Harper, Hays, Henley, Her- 
rick, Hudaon, Hnngerford, Washington Hunt, James B. 
Hunt, Joseph K IngenoU, Irvin, J«nks, Perloy B. Johnsoa, 
Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Preston Xing, Daniel 
P. King, Kirkpatrjck, Lyon, McCauslen, McClellaod, Mcll- 
vaine. Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman 
H. Morse, Moseley, Nes, Owen, Parmenter, Phcenix, Pol- 
lock, Elisha R. Patter, Emery D. Potter, Pntt, Pnrdy, Ballt- 
bun, Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, St John, Sample, 
Schenck, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. ^mour, AJhert 
Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, St<non, John Stew- 
art, Stone, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, 
John White, Beajamin White, Williams, Winthrop, Wil- 
liam Wright, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost— 99. 

So the petition was not laid on the table. 

The petition was then referred to the Committee 
fbr the District of Columbia. 

Other petitions were presented — 

From Massachusetts: by Messrs. WINTHROP 
and PARMENTER. 

From Connecticut: by Messrs. SIMONS and 
STEWART. The latter gentleman presented reao- 
lutiOna of the general assembly of the State of Con- 
necticut, in fiivor Of the protection of domhatie in- 
dustry, and the distribution of the public landii; and 
also, against theaonexation of Texas. 

From the State of New York: by Messrs. SEY- 
MOUR, KING, STETSON, BENTON, and 
FISH. 

From the State of Pennsylvania: by Mr. J. R. 
INGERSOLL. 

One of the petitions presented by this goitleman 
was on the subject or the naturalization of for- 
eigners. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved the reference of 
this pcUtion to a select committee of nine memben, 
which was not agreed to; and the petition waa sent 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

FVom the State of North CaroUna: by Mr. BAR- 
RINGER. 

. From the Sta^ of South CaroUna: ly Mr. J. 
CAMPBEJJLi, who also withdrew certain paper* 
from the files of the House. • 

From Georgia: by Mr. STILES. 

From Kentucky: by Messrs. FRENCH, TIB- 
BATTS, CALDWELL, BOYD, G. DAVIS, and 
THOMASSON. 

On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, it waa 

BtMlvtd, That the petition of the heirs of Philip R- Rice, 
pteying to be paid the value of a vessel belonging to him, 
and impressed i^to the public service in the revolutionary 
war, and thereby lost, be withdrawn from the llles of lh< 
dene's ofllce, and referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, it was 

Retolvei, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of declaring Parlucah, in the State of Ken- 
tucky, a port of entry, and report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. THOMASSON, it waa 
Jleseicnl, That the Committee on Indian ABhlra iaqnin 
Into the aaannar la which the Choctaw academy. In JCei^ 
tueky. Is conducted, and particularly whether tba Indisia 
youth sent there for instruction are properly attended to la 
respect to their clothing, boarding, morals, and general ad- 
ocation. 

From Ohio: by Messrs. DUNCAN and QID- 
DINGS. 
Tne House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of Charles Walworth: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The petition of Wm. Slocum: referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Penaions. 

By Mr. MOSELEY: The petition of Esther Standish. 
widow of Amos Standish, deceased, for a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. DILLINGHAM: The petition of Wm. Rich: i«. 
lerred to the Committee of Claims. 

The petition of Harry Richardson: referred to the Com- 
ntlttee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAWSON: The peUUon of widow F. B. De Belle- 
vne, of the pariah of Avoyelles, Louisiana, for pensioapson- 
ey, Ite.: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. SLIDELL: The petition of Lathrop Allen: ntf 
red to the Committee on Riavolutionary Claims. 

The jietition of certain cleiiu amployed la the cestom- 
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touMst New Orleuu tnm 183) to 1837, for payment of ax- 
R*n of nlaries: refemd to the Committee on Conineroe. 

By Mr. STILES: The memorld of the CentnU Railroad 
and B-niring Company of Oeoixia, piarlag relief from cei> 
tain bonda given for dutiee on railroad iron imported nnder 
the proviiiona of the act of Congreti of the 14th July, 183): 
refetrad to the Committee of Wayi and Meana. 

By Ut. THOMAeSON: The pMition of W. N. Bullitt li 
Co , and othen, of Louiaville, Kentucky, praying a redac- 
tion of poitage: referred to the Committee on the Pott Of- 
fice and Poat Roads. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of AbnerE. Van Naaa, of 
Cau ooonty, Indiana, praying indemnUcation for loiaea 
•Dstained by him in a conlratt Tor aurveying public landa in 
the State of'^ Michigan: referred to tlie Committee on PuMlc 



The petition of John Andeiaon and aerenty-one othna, 
andof A. E-Bhodea and thirty-two othara, citiiana ot Indi- 
ana, praying for a mail route from Rocheiter to Wabaah 
toirn. 

The petitioiia of O. C. Buell and thlrty-tbur othen, and of 
Wm. ntnan and eighty-aeren othen, praying for a mail 
mate from Lafayette to Michigan city: referred to the 
Committee on the Pott OOce andPoit Roadi. 

The memorial of John J. Deming and one hundred and 
thirty-two othera, citizen! of St Joieph county, Indiana, 
praying a reduction in the ratal of poatage. 

The memotialaofE. P. Taylor and two hundred and (wen- 
ty-one othera, and of A. P. Richardson and one hundred and 
twenty-Sre others, of the same county, and of J. D. Rots 
and others, of Porter county, for the sameoMect: refartad 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The petition of D. E. Long and saventy -llTe others, oit- 
irana of Indiaiia, piling that some regulatien may be made 
by law for the dratnage of the wet public landa In the land 
districts of Fort Wayne and Winamac. 

The petition of Thomas Bently and others, forthekame 
object. 

The petition of Tliomaa Farmer and others, for the same 
object 

ne petition of Jacob Rnple and others, for the same ob- 
ject 

The petition of Wm. C. Coppook and others, for the sane 
object. 

The petition of Wm. Montgomery and others, for the 
same olject 
The petition of George L. Rarrls and others, for the tame 
* object 

The petition of Jesse Copoock and others, for the same 
object: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. T. H. SEYMOUR: ThepelitionorEliJah Blodgett, 
of Connecticat, for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
luTalid Fanalona. 

The petition of Major Charles Latnbee, ofConnecticiit, 
an inralid pensioner, praying Congress for an increase of 
pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The petition of Frederick Pearle, of Connecticut, a pen- 
taonerundertheactof 1618, asking Congreta for a sum of 
BoiOT equal to the amount of pensions withheld fh>m him 
from isao to 1833: referred to the Committee on Revolntion- 
aiT Pensions. 

The petition of Daniel B. Fericina for an allowance for 
terriees to the goremmeat, by which be received lAjuies: 
laferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The petition of Salomon Hunt, of Connecticut^rayiac 
Oangrats to anthorlxe some pteper oAKer. tinder the miper. 
intendenee of the petitioiier, to cause to be made a number 
of pieeea of ordnance from wtonght iron: leforred to the 
Committee on Naval Attura. 

Bv Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of Mrs. Nancy Hag- 
gard, of Cnmberland county, Kentucky. 

The petSon of Thomas Emerton, administrator and heir 
of John Emeraen, deceased, of Cnmberland county. Ken- 
tacky: referred to the Committee on Rerolutioiury Claims. 



IN SENATE. 
WcuMWDAT, December II, 1844- 

Tbe PRESIDENT pro fern, laid before tbe Senate 
a comnrairiealion from the Navy Department, trans' 
■Bitting, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of 18th March, 1842, a liat of the names of all 
offieeis then in the navy, the periods of their admis- 
(ion into the eenriee, the dates of their jweient com- 
nriasions, and the term of their resnective sea ser- 
rice, Ac, &c.; which, on motion of Mr. BAYARD, 
vaa refeired to the Committee on Naval AAun. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw from the files the original papers of 
Eliaha Winter and William Winter. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBORY, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the papers ill 
reference to the claim of Walker and Deatty. 

Mr. HANNKGAN presenieil a memorial from 
citizena of Indiana, and others, asking Congress to 
make an appropriation of lands to continue the Wa- 
baah and l!.rie canal to the Ohio riven referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from the 
Mockholders of the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank 
of Georgetown, asking for a renewal of their char- 
ter: tefened to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a memorial signed by 
members of the general assembly of Arkansas, ask- 
ing for the establishment of s mail route from Little 
Rock to Dallas; and another from Perryyille to 
Parks, in that State: referred to the Committee on 
the Post 0ffic« and Post Roads. 

Also presented documentary evidence in support 
of the petition of Asshel Braiiutrd; which was i«> 



ftrred to the commitls e baviog the petition in 
chaKC. 

l/b. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
Mary Reeside, the executrix of the last will and tes- 
tament of James Reeside, praying Congress to pass 
a law authorizing the settlement of the claim of her 
deceased husband against the Post Office De{>art- 
ment. Mr. B. movM its reference to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. MERRICK made an ai^gument in favor of 
isferring the memorial to the Committee on the Poat 
Office and Post Roads. He maintained that the 
claim was one growing out of the connection of Mr. 
Reeside with the Post Office Departmenu He was 
aware the United States court for the district of 
Pennsylvania hiul rendered a judgment against the 
government in favor ' of Mr. Reside for a large 
amount, yet that did not change the nature of the 
daim. Though the judgment had been rendered, 
yet it appeared upon the books of the department 
Uiat there was some $60,000 due the United States 
by Mr. Reeside. That, he argued, was a good res- 
son for the reference he proposed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, on the other hand, conlead- 
ed that there was a juilicial question involved, found- 
ed upon the Judgment rendered in favor of Mr. 
Reeside; that the Judiciary Commitlse had, had at 
the lastsesaion, chaige of the subject,and reported a 
bill referring the claim to an accounting officer 
in one of the executive departments for inveatigat- 
tion, with die view that a report should be mode to 
Congress of the smoont which might be found due 
to the claimant. That bill was passed by the Sen- 
ate, but failed in the other House for want of time 
to act upon it. The Judiciary Committee, basing 
investigated the claim at the last session, were better 
prepared to mature a bill for its adjustment in time 
to be passed at this session of Congress, than the 
Post Office Committee, who would have to exa«ine 
sudi a mass of deteils before they cotild arrive at 
any conclusion, that it would lie impossible for 
them to embody their opinion in time to be acted 
upon this session. He woukl not enter into. the 
merits of the claim at that stage of the proceeding, 
though he mentioned, by way of reply to the senator 
from Maryland, that the books of the Post Office 
Department, which that senator stated showed Mr. 
Reeside to be indebted to the United States some 
160,000, were exhibited to the court and the jury 
before whom the case was investigated, and the ver- 
dict lendered in lavor of the then elaimant for a lais^ 
amount He expressed a wmh that* the matt^ 
might go to the Judiciary Committee, so as to render 
it more certain that jostiee would be done in the 
case Uiis session. 

Mr. BERRIEN also argiied in favor of the ref- 
erence of the claim to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. NILES differed with the senator froin 
Georgia, and maintained that the claim, though it 
had been passed upon by a judicial tribnnal, had 
not been changed in its nature. It was one founded 
upon details and facts which it was as much the 
duty of Congress to pMS upon now as before the 
judgment was rendered. He argued that the sab- 
ject should be either sent to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads or to the Committee on 
Claims, which latter he preferred. 

The question was then taken on referring the 
msmorial to the Judiciary Committee, and deeded 
in the affirmative, by ayes 18 to noes 13. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the credentials of 
Hon. Tbomas H. Bsmtcm, elected a senator from 
Missouri, to serve for six years from the 4th day of 
March next; which were read, and ordered to be 
placed on the files of the Senate. 

Mr. TAPPAN gave notice that he would tomor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to establish the 
Smithsonian icslitution for the increase ojid difiu- 
sion of knowledge among men. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted the following 
resolution; which, uuder the rule, lies one day on 
the taUe, viz: 

Keioltri. That the President of the Vnltcd States be re- 
qnectcd to communicate to the Senate (If not incorapatjble 
with the public interest) copies of all the correspondence 
not heretofore transmitted to tlie Srnalc, which may have 
taken place between the Deparlii:cnt of State and the pres- 
ent minister of the Inited Stolen to France; and betivren 
that minitler and the government of Fiance, relating to the 
proposed annexation of Texas to the United Slates. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, leave was granled 
to withdraw from the (ilea of the Senate the memo- 
rial of Alexander M. Cummings. 

Mr. BAYAND, on leave, introduced a bill to a^ 
ford relief to certain contractors with the govern- 



msnl; which was read twioe, and rsftrrsd (« the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BREESE, on lefive, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Pierre Menard, 
deceased, Josia T. Belts, Jacob Fearoan, and Ed* 
ward RoberU of the Stale of Illinois, sureUes of FV 
lix St. Vrain, late Indian agent, deceased; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana submitted the fo|. 
lowing resolution; which lies one day on the table: 

Rtulvrd, That the Committee on the Judioiaiy ba in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of modifying the 
naturalization oflaws of the Uuted States, so as to extend 
the time allowsd to enable feieigners to become eitixens; 
to require greater gnoida against fraadlnthe steps to ka 
taken in procuring natunlization papers; and to prerent, aa 
far as practicable, frand^and violence at elections. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, leave was granled 
to withdraw from the files the papers of John H. 
Mclotosh. 

Mr. WHITE, ftom the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported beck, without amendment, the bill for 
the nelief of the legal representatives of Joshua ElSB- 
nedy,of Ahtbema. 

TH£ ANNBXATIOK OF TEXAS. 

Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice, introduced, 
on leave — 

A bill to provide for the aansxatlon of Tern to Ike 
United Statea. 

Ba il enactti 6y the Senatt end Hovu of B t p r t tm taHvtt of 
Ikt United Staitt of ^America im Conrrett atttmhUdt That 
the President of the Unltad States be, and he hereby ia, an. 
thorixed and advised to open ncgotiationa with fMexieo and 
Texas, for the adjuatment of txiandaries, and the annexatien 
of the latter to the United States, on the following bases, to 
wit: 

I. The botmdary of the annexed territory to be In tha 
desert prairie west of the Nueces, and along the highlanda 
and mountain heights which divide the waters of the Mis- 
sissippi from the waters of the Rio del Norte, and to latltode 
ft)rty4wn degrees north. 

II. The people of Texas, by a l«tislativa 'act, or by any 
authentic act which shows the wilTof the m^|ority, to ex- 
press their assent to said annexatioiL 

III. A suite, to be called "(he Stall of Taa," w|th boun- 
daries Axed by herself, and an extent not exceeding that of 
the largest Slate In the Union, be admitted into the UNion, 
by virtue of this act, on an equal footing with the original 
Statea. ^ • 

'IV. The remainder of the annexed territory to be held 
and disposed of by the United States aa one of their territo- 
Ilea, and to be called "t*r SniMweit TnTitory." 

V. llie existence of alavery to be forever prohibited in 
the northern and northwestern part of said territory, weat 
of the lOOih degree of longitude weat tnm Greenwich, ao 
as to divide, aa aqnally as may be, tha whole of tho 
annexed country between slavehoUlag smd noiMlav steM- 
ing States. 

VI. The assent of Mexko to be obtained by treaty to 
such annexation and boundary, or to be dispensed with 
when the Caogr— of the United States may deem aooh aa- 
sent to ba nnnecessaty. 

VII. Other details of the annexation to be adjusted by 
treaty, so far as the same may come within tha scope of tho 
treaty -making power. 

Which, having been read twice, was, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. ARCHER, refened to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to increase the 
pay of certain officers of the revenue cutters while 
serving in the navy of the United States. 

Also introduced, on leave, a bill concerning fia- 
lougha in ^e naval service; which was read twice, 
anareferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution; 
which, tmder the ntle, ties one day on the table, 
viz: 

Jteseised, That the Secretary of the Treanry be directed 
to report to tha Senate the amount of moneys in the treas- 
ury on the 1st day of each month since Januarj-, 1S44, in- 
clusive; the priblie oOiocrs, imilviiliials, or corporations 
with whom the feme were di-iiositi-d at each of the afore- 
said peilods; th« security, if any, which has been rr quired 
for their saf«keepiog, disbursement, or repsymeut; w hether 
the putdic revenues hare been loaned or used by the de- 
positories; and, if fo, w hethcT this has been done in pur- 
suance of nnv order or authority of thejgoremment »nd 
whether any per cenlage or allowance, directly or indirect- 
ly, has been received by the treasur)- for the possession 
end use of the jiublic revenue on deposite; and that he also 
state whether the public revenues have been tmnsferred 
during the period aforesaid from one depository to another, 
otherwire than for regular disbursement; and. If so, the 
rsnuons for sucli tnuuf. r», whether for the gteatcr security 
ofthcfiindi, thi-ir more equal distrihulion m dillercnt sec- 
tions of the Vnion, or tho greater per cenlage or allowanee 
for the use of them, or anv other lessons which may have 
Induced their transfers otherwise than for their regular 
di«bursement; and that he alto state whether there haa 
been ttm failure on the i«rt of any of the cVpositones of 
thopuhflc rtvenueii to pay over tho reme on ilftrand in the 
lawiul currency of the United ftates; and whether any 
lasses have been sustained by any tueh de noritoiles, or 
whether there are any reasons tu apurehcnd a loss fifro mf 
of those now harlng the public funds on da|>osite. 
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OREGON. 
The followine resolution, sabmitted yesterday by 
, Mr. Allen, being the next busioesa in order, was 
. nadt 

lUntni, TIttt the Prendent be requested to ley before 
tbe Senate, if in hi< judgment that ma}' be done without 
pr^dico to the pnblic interestg, a copy of any instructioni 
TVhlch may have been giren by the executive to the Ameri> 
can mlniiter in England, on tb* lubject of the Territory of 
Onfoa, <iiiee the correipoodence which may harepaned 
between thif gorenunent and that of Great Britain, or be* 
tween^eitheroi the twogoremmenti and the minister of the 
other, in reUtion to that sabject, since that time. * 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that this resolution 
•sked for papers to be communicated only in the 
erent that prejudice to the public serrice could not, 
in the judgment of the executive, ensue. Since the 
te*6ltition was offered yesterday, he (Mr. A.) had 
conferred with the head of the Department of State, 
and now had it in his power to say to the Senate 
that it was the opinion of the SeerelaiV of State that 
prejudice to the paUic serrice would be the result 
of making the oommunicaiions thus called for. He 
(Mr. A.) hoped, therefore, he would have the con- 
currence of the senator from Ohio in the suggestion 
he should make to let the resolution be laid on the 
table for the present. He inrited this concurrence 
in a R>irit of courtesy; but if the senator should dis- 
sent, he should feel it to be his duty to call upon 
tbe Senate to reject the resolution. . 

Mr. ALLEIN desired that this question should 
take its reeular course. The resolution was ad- 
dressed to the President of the United States, and 
not tb the Secretary of State. It desired, on the 
part of the Senate, that a communication in relation 
to these important public documents should be 
made to that body, only in the event of the public 
interests not sunering by such communication. 
When this resolution should be presented to the 
President, it would be ^uite time to inform the Sen- 
ate what was his decision as to making the eon-es- 
pondence public. The senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Arcber,] if he (Mr. Allen) understood him, said 
that he had had some informal communication with 
the head .of the State Department, and that, from the 
interoouse which took place, he was enabled to say 
it was the opinion of the Secretary of State that 
this correspondence could not be made public, with- 
out prejudice to tbe public interests. 

It was his (Mr. Allen's) desire that the opinion' 
in answer to this resolution should come from the 
•eXMUtive authority, in order that it 'might form a 
part of the archives of the country— that it might 
oe an enduring opinion — and that it should be ex- 
pressed under proper responsibility; «nd with Oiat 
view, he had submitted the resolution in the ordina- 
ry form, and in the form which he should persist 
to observe upon this and all like occasions. Yestei^ 
day, when a resolution was submitted, calling upon 
the President of the United States for ths corres- 
pondence between this government and the govern- 
ment of Mexico, u|x>n a subject of far greater del- 
icacy than that involving a mere question of 
gec^raphical boundary line, and passed, among 
others, he voted for it, as he should always vote 
for such resolutions; and he saw no objection ap- 
plying to the resolution now before the Senate, that 
woald not apply with fhr greater force to that to 
which he had referred. 

He would not, however, enter into those weighty 
considerations which had actuated him in offering 
the resolution. He would only state that he knew 
of no mysteriousneas which could attend the ques- 
tion to which the resolution relates. He knew of no 
form that the present negotiation could aastmie, or 
of any circumstance attending the negotiation, which 
should make it the duty of either government to 
veil the transactions between them. Btrt he should 
ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that, when he submitted 
to the honorable senator from Ohio the option 
whether he would consent to lay the resolution on 
the table, or submit it to the decision of the Senate, 
in foil view of the opinion of the department to 
which it must necessarily be submitted, he had 
hoped the senator would acquiesce in his suggestion. 
But the senator did not seem to apprehend that, in 
the choice submitted to him, any courtesy was of- 
fered. He (Mr. Archer) did not for a moment 
suppose, when he had made known the communica- 
tion he had made from the Department of State, 
that there could be two opinions as to the 
propriety ot disposing of^ this resolution. 
If the honorable senator entertained a differ- 
ent opinion, he must be the only one in the 
/Senate who eould conceive that, when a subject of 



negotiation was pending betwsen this government 
and that of another country, it was proper for the 
Senate, after it was made known from the execu- 
tive department that disclosures would prejudice 
such negotiation, to interrogate the chief magistrate 
in regard to its progress. It would be to call upon 
the executive to expose the information most mate- 
rial to this country, leaving unexposed that relating 
to the government of Oreat Britain. When he (Mr. 
Arcber) told the honorable senator that he had 
conferred with the head of the Department of State, 
and that it was his opinion die communication called 
for could not be made without prejudice to the pub- 
lic interest, he did notanticipate Uiat the senator would 
object that the Department of State was not the 
oigan of the President of the United States. 
Now he (Mr. Arcber) should say that the Secreta- 
ry of State is the only organ through which the 
President can make any communication of this na- 
ture to the Senate. It was a subject in his hands; 
and was it not by such orgim that any approach 
eould be made to the information which the Presi- 
dent is asked to communicate? Did anyone ever 
before hear a position advanced, which must lead 
to the conchision that an opinion might be com- 
municated to the Senate, by the Department of State, 
as an executive opinion, adverse and contrary to the 
opinion and judgment of the chief magistrate him- 
selO The opinion of the executive department is to 
be taken as the opinion of the chief magistrate. The 
subject is depending, atpresent, as a matter of nego- 
tiation in the capitzd of the United States; and ril 
the Senate knew that any legislative interference 
must have the tendency to disturb that negotiation. 
But where would be either the prbprietyor dceomm 
of anjr interference? He (Mr. Archer) could hardly 
conceive tliat, even in the ardor of political excite- 
ment, it would be thought desirable to invoke party 
Siirit to sustain a course so manifestly impolitic, 
ut he was now glad the senator had declined the 
courtesy which he (Mr. Arcber) had shown every 
disposition to extend to him; forit woujdgive the 
Senateanopportunity of making the decision itself. 
He could not suppose that the senator's resolution 
would be sustained after what be had made known 
as the opinion of the Secretary of State. 

Mr. ALLEN, after a few remarks, imperfecdy 
heard, said that the resolution (passed yesterday) to 
which he had already referred, was in the following 
words: 

' Stulrri, "thtt tbe President be requested tS comnnslcate 
to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public Intereets 
to do so, any further correspondence which may have ta- 
ken place between the minister of the United States to 
Mexico and ths government of the tepubUe. as well aa any 
communicstion which may have been received trom the 
minister of later date than those traaamitted with the ■!••• 
sage of the U Instant. 

Now, this resolution, which waa passed with 
jrnch brotherly harmony, relates to an important ne- 
gotiation now pending between this conntrjr and 
another. It relates to a negotiation, involviiig a 
qaestion of boundary, like tluit to wl^eh his reso- 
lution referred; and there was found in this resolu- 
tion, while pending before the Senate, no scruplea 
of indelicacy. 

It was notsopposed that the spirit of party would 
be invoked to impede the passage of the resolution 
which he had just quoted; but when the diseossion 
of Oregon came up— which was a question, and a 
sole question of boundary, connected with no other 
than tltat of boundary — which was a bare matter 
of history, — the Senate was told it ms one of 
indelicacy ! — that they must not even ask tbe Prea^ 
dent of the United States to make the correspond- 
ence public at his own discretion; for it merely con- 
sulted his judgment. If he had thought there 
was anything indelicate in offeriag a resolution of 
this nature, he would not have offered it. He de- 
signed no indelicacy towards the President of the 
United States, the Secretary of State, or any one 
else. But a grMt question was pending — itwassaid 
was in negotiation. Many of the facts relating to 
it had already been spread oefore the public. The 
P r e sident had nationalized the question to the peo- 
ple in his annual message. He had made it a right 
to his countrymen to inquire into each stage of the 
negotiation, by the frequent and full allusions which 
he had made to ths sul^ect. 

The senator from Virginia [Mr. Archer] seemed 
to forget that this was not a resolution addressed to 
the President, without qualifications It was not 
an order ofthe Senate that ha should obey, or a 
mandate; or even a request that he should comply 
with its requisitions, without that constitutional sav- 
ing qualification which it had always been tlie prac- 



tice of that body to introdnce in all itaohitiMM of 
this nature. He was asked, "if in his judgment** be 
could do so without detriment to the pnbke welfiura, 
to fiimish the correspondence. 

He (Mr. Allen) thou^t the question between 
the senator from Virginia and himself was not a 
question as to whether this correspondence should 
be made public; but, whether the commtmication 
from the executive should be made formally, and 
recorded. Where there Was no reason for with- 
holding the President's opinion, he desired tb 
hare it He wished it recorded. It should be 
placed upon the archives of the goTcmment. 
He did not wish it to be lost among the ragua- 
neas of floating verbal eommunicationa. If there 
was any objection to the resolution, why wa< it ne- 
cessary for the honorable senator from Virginia to 
bold any intercourse with the State Department up- 
on the subjecU If it was indelicate for the Seoabs, 
as one organized department of the national legidar 
ture, to make any appeal to the judgment <n the 
President coiuected with his treaty-making power, 
was it not equally indelicate for one member of that 
body to ask the same question of the Secretary of 
State? 

He bad said that this resolution was addr e s se d to 
the President of the United States— not to the Sec- 
retary of State; and he desired it to be understood 
that be was not actuated in this business by any 
disposition to tamper with the President, the Secre- 
tary, or anybody else; but purely by a desire to see 
how this question stands, and that the legislative der 
psrtment of the government might know what to do 
when the bill relating to the extension of our juris- 
diction (for the protection of our citizens) over the 
territory comes up. It was time to have this infos- • 
mation, if that ooject is to be effected this session. 
As he had said last session, the withholding firorii 
Congress of this correspondence operated actually 
as a veto power upon the legislation of Congress. - 
Congress could not wisely legislate upon a anbject 
about which it was ignorant as to fects. Congress 
now desired to legislate upon it; to extend a protect- 
ing arm over the defenceless citizens of that coai»- 
try, (Oregon,) and to take the preliminary steps, 
pending the negotiation. 

He wished to know if he understood the senator 
[Mr. Arcber] as makine any motion on the aufajeet? 

Mr. ARCHER remartced that it was not neces- 
sary to make any motion, end therefore he had not 
made it. He did not suppose it was neceaaary M 
say to any member of the Senate that there was no 
negotiation pendine between this government and 
that of Mexico. It was notorious that no siteh ne- 
gotiation was pending; and this was ite circum- 
stance which made the distinction between the reso- 
lution adopted yesterday and that now before the 
Senate. What was the objection which he had 
raised against this resolution? Was it not that there 
is a negotiation pending on the subject? And what 
u the argument of the senator from Ohio? That a 
i^milarresdution was passed yesterday without oi^ 
position. But was it siinilar? Was it not on a sub- 
ject about which there is no pending negotiation at 
all? The senator from Ohio bad mraeone reinark 
which was very just — that it was wholly sopeifti- 
ous in him (Mr. Arcber) to sddress himself to the 
D^iartment of State to know whether it was fit to 
pass this reaolutioni it was superfloous; for be 
(Mr. Archbr) knew beforehand, as wall as he 
knew now, what would be the opinion to be 
expected from the executive, through the 
Secretary of State. And even if he had not 
consnlted the Secretary of State, he should 
have known — as every senator would have known — 
the impropriety of calling for papers relative to a 
subjea at issue, pending a negotiation for its ad- 
justment. He (Mr. A.) was well assured he might 
have spared himself the trouble of making any u- 
quiry ; out he did inquire, out of respect for the Sen- 
ate. The senator from Ohio might know better • 
than he did, what the atate of affairs was between 
this govemmrat and that of Mexico, and whether 
there was or was not a pendingnegotiation. If one 
was pending, he (Mr. A.) was not aware of it. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted by yeas 24, to nays 16, as follows: 

TEAS— Messn. AUen Ashley, Atchison, Atharton,Ba«br, 
Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, f^aiiflsU, 
Foster of New Toik, Haanegan, Henderson, McDufle, 
Nile*. Paarca, Rives, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, WUta, 
Woodbridga, and Weodburr— 34. 

NATS— Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Clayton, Cril. 
tendon, Evans, Foster of Tcnneaee, Francis, Hootiiigtoa, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Fetter, ana 
UiihaB-l«. 
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On motion by Mr. STURGEON, the Senate pio- 
ttedti to Um eonaideretioD of exeeutire bnniMM; 
and aAer aome time ipent therein, 

Adjounwd. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTAnVEa 
Wedkbidat, December 11, 1844. 

Thejoumal ofyeaterday was read and approved. 

M. DOUGLAS row, and deaired to gyn notice 
of motion for leave to introduce to-morrow, or aome 
■ubacqaent day, a bill to authorize the fmrcbaaeof 
Greenhow'e lustory of Oregon, Califortiia,and the 
other territoriea on the northwest coast of America; 
and also a bill to establish theterritary of Nebia^ca. 

The SPEAKER said the notices oould only be 
introduced by the general consent of the House. 

No objections being made, the notices were ire- 
ceived and entered on the joumaL 
. Mr- HOUSTON deaired to know of the Chair, if 
it would now be in order for him to move die House 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
die Union, with • view to take up a bill vhicli was 
»Gsrred to that committee at the last session of Con- 
gress? 

The SPEAKER was understood to reply that, 
aacler an order which bad been adoptad by the 
Hoose at the jxeseot session of Congress, bills r»- 
figorad to the Cnmrtiitlee of the Wbcde on the state 
of the Union, and undisposed of at the adjourwnent 
ftf tiieiaat session, were placed in tha same posttion 
in wUeh they were at tne adjoumment. and wen 
bafine the Committee of the Whole, to be taken up 
wheoeivar the committee saw fit. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he had had the honor of re- 
porliiig a biU at the last session from the Commit- 
tee on PuUic Lands, proposing to reduce and fiad< 
sate tlie price of pablic lands to settlers and omira- 
tora, which was new before the committee. He 
Mt, as his immediate constituents and the oountry 
teaemily felt, a very deep interest in that bill, and 
' Msired the speedy action of Congress upon it. As 
they now had nathing of importance before them, 
and as diis was a short session, the sooner they ba> 
gan their .labors the better for the eoontry. He 
intended to press this bill upon the eonMderatioD of 
tte Home at this session, and to have action upon 
it if possible; and he hoped the Houae would now 
indtuge him by gmng into Committee of the Whole 
Oiithajptata«f ibe Union, with a view to ttica up 
and act upon the bill to which he had called the a(- 
tentien or the House. He therefore moved that the 
House resolve itsdf into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Dm^CAN gave notice, in casa the motion 
prevailed, he shooH move, in committee, to take 
ap the bill which had been under the consideration 
M the committee^ relative to the time of holding the 
presidential elections. 

The Question was taken and reaulted as follows 
— ayes 74, nses 30 — no quorum voting. 

Tellers were ordered, and the question being ta- 
ken, was decided in the affiimattve — ayes 89, noes 
36. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
tlie Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Catb 
JoBvsoir in the Chair.) 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to take up the bill "to es- 
labUsli a uniform day for holding elections for elect- 
ors of Pnsident andvica President in all the Slates 
of the Union." 

TIm CHAIRMAN remarked that this bill was 
the one regularly before the committee, having b«en 
under its eottsideration at the time the oommittee 
laatroae. 

Mr. HOUSTON said that he certainly had no op- 
poaitionto the bill, having voted for it at the last 
Bession,^ and intending to vole for it again; but 
he considered it more important that the House act 
, as early as possible upon the h}fl to which he had 
caUed attention. He therefore moved to lay aside 
the bill Wider consideration, with a view to UUce up 
the bill to reduce and graduate the prices of the pub- 
lic lands. 

After some conversation -with several gendemen, 
Mr. H. remarked that he understood that the bill now 
belbra the committee, which seemed to be under the 
peculiar guardianship of the gentleman from Ohio, 
nidr. DmcAW,] would consume but little further 
tune; and that, with that expectation — with the ex- 
pectation tlwt the gentleman would not make more 
than^ve or six speeches, as he had done the Other 
day— he would withdrew his motion, keping that 
tbe Wtt vot|14 woo be disposed of, 



PSBSIDEHTIAI. XLKCTIONS. 

So the consideration of the bill "to establish a 
uniforin time for holdbg elections fbr eleotors of 
President and Ylee President in all the States of the 
Union" was proceeded with. 

To the first section of the bill, Mr. Elme* had 
moved an amendment, which amendment Mr. Ham- 
lot had moved to amend as before stated in our re- 
port^; and the question pending was on the amend- 
ment to the amendment 

Mr. HAMLIN said the gentleman who had ori- 
ginally introduced this bill bad prepared an amend- 
ment which met his (Mr. H.^s) views. He wonM 
therefore withdraw his amendment to the amend- 
ment 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Elmer— 

Mr. ELMER said that the eentleman flvra Ohio 

Sir. DmicAM] had shown mm an amendment to 
is bill which suited thejentleman's views better 
than the one he (BIr. ET) had offered, and whidi 
was substantially the same, although he (Mr. E.) 
was not quite as wdl satisfied with its phaseoloey. 
Nevertheless, as he wished to throw no obstaues 
in the way of this matter, he would withdraw his 
amendment 

Mr. DUNCAN dien otfered an amendment, to 
strike out the entire bQl after the enacting clause, 
and insert a substitute therefore; which, after the 
adoption of one or tw o ver bal aiitendmentS2at the 
suggesUon of Mr. ELMER and Mr. WENTHROP, 
ii as follows: 

That the olcetort of Praident and Vkx Fretldent <hall t)e 
appointed in each State on the flnt Tnmdajf after tha 
(bit Monday in Novemtwr of tka vaar in whiclitlier 
■" " " It • — ■ 



are to be aj^winted; proTided tha 
%y law, provide Cor tne iUUng of 
canciei which may occur in ita 



that each State 



may, 

aiur vacancy or va. 

may occur in ita eoDega of electon 

when anch coUeye meets to giTe Ha electoral vote; and 

Srovided; alao, when any ttata thall kava kald an eleoUoa 
ir the pvrpM* of ohooatef alectoxa and ihall ttO to nak* 
a clMio* on tbe day aforeaaid, then the elector* may b« 
appointed on a lubaeqaent day, ill auch manner aa the state 
•hall, by law, provide. 

The question was taken without debate, and tbe 
substitute was adopted. 

The question then being on rising and reporting 
the bill to the House as amended, at the request of 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, tbe bill, m iu present form, 
was read by the Clerk (as above given, with tbe 
addition of the enacting clause.) 

Mr. JAMESON, in compliance, ha remarked, 
with the suggestion of several gentlemen, moved to 
strike out the word "November," and in lieu there- 
of (o insert the word "October," as the time for the 
•lections to take place. 

Mr. DUNCAN said this amendment, if it were 
adopted, would in vidve serious difficulty. We had 
a law whidi provided for tbe meeting of tbe electo- 
ral colleges or the different States on the same day; and 
that that day should be within thirty-four days after 
the elections. This- law would have to be amended 
if tbe amendment of the gentleman prevaiM. 
Within the first fow days of November, or in the 
month of November, all the States mat at this time; 
this bill would make little or no change at all as to 
the time of election; and as the public sentiment had 
appointed this time, he hoped it would not be under- 
taken to change it. For these resaons, he hoped the 
amendment would not prevail, and that the gentle- 
man would not urge it. 

Mr. JAMESOITwithdrew his amendment. 

MX' DROMGOOLE pointed out several omrs m 
the phraseology in the bill as it now stood, and 
Mud ne had prepared a substitute for the whole bill, 
which he woald take the liberty to read, and which 
the gentleman [Mr. Dcmcax] would perhaps see 
fit to accept as more precise than his own. Mr. D. 
raid the subMitats which he had prepared, briefly 
expbuiied some of its provisions, and repeated the 
expression ot hia hope that it would be the pleasuse 
of the gentleman to accept it as a snbstituts for.his 
own bill. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that he thought the 
amendin«it was not in order, and could not be ac- 
cepted by the gentleman ftom Ohio, inasmuch as 
the gentleman's amendment had been adopted by 
the eommitise. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if the bill was not 
open for amMidment? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not, (a sub- 
stitute for the whole bill naving been adopted by the 
eommiliee .) 

' Mr^RHBTTsaiditappsarad, then, that die com 
WtMeebad tost adoptad a bill with a great number 
(rf'deftel«|n it, iawipach that tha gentismanfiom 



Viiginia [Mr. DaeH«ooLB] had been induced to 
rise and present a new bill. It appeared to him, (Mr. 
R.,) with great deference to the gentleman from 
Ohio, that It was rather rash to act upon so im- 
portant a measure without some committee having 
concocted and perfected the necessary details of it 
He would suggest, therefore, to the gentleman frMU 
Ohio, to let this bill go to a committee in some shi^ 
or other — to a select committee, if they pleased, and 
let the gentleman himself be at the head^so as to se- 
cure a speedy report of it, which could then be 
printed, and enable gentlemen to examine the bill, 
which they had not yet had an opportunity of doing. 
For himself, he had not seen the bill which Uiey 
had been called to vote upon this morning, and the 
great proportion of the House were ctdkd tovote 
u the dark upon this matter. 

Mr. McKAY observed that the difiSculty could ba 
obviated. It was now out of order for tlie gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Dromooole] to move his 
substitute for ue bill of the gentleman from Ohio; 
but the Committee of the Whole could report the 
bill ss it now stood, and it would then be in oidec 
for the gentleman to move the substitute. 

fCries o f "Th at will do."! 

Mr. RHETT inquired of tne chairman if it would 
be in order the move tbe substitute in the House, aa 
thagentleman indicated ? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that that question 
would eome up in the House for decision: the ques- 
tioa bafcire the committee was upon riung and re- 
porting the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON inmiired if it would be in order 
to lay aside this bill and take up another^ 

The CHAIRMAN repUed that it would* 

The bill was laid aside accordingly. 

THE PUBLIC LANDS. 



Mr, HOUSTON then moved to take up the Ull 
"to seduce and graduate the prices ( 



public 



keup 
of the 
lands in fevor of settlers and cuttivators." 

Tha <]aestion being taken by tellers on Mr. Hoirt- 
ton's motion, it was decided in the affirmative — ayes 
71, noes 69. 

So the bill was taken up and read. 

Mr. COLLAMER observed that he was a mem- 
ber of the oommittee at the last session of Congress 
by whom this bill waa reported. By the minority 
of the committee, of which he was one, it was 
thought advisable not to make a separata raport, but 
to treat the subject in the ordinary course of legisla- 
tion, and present their objections to it on the floor, 
in the course of debate. He had, at the last ses- 
sion of CoBgresa, furnished himself with several re- 
ports and documents containing information whieh- 
wouM better have enabled him to present his viewa 
to the conuhittee; these he had not now at hand, but 
he would endeavor to rive tha substance of the in- 
formation they contain^ in the few remarks he was 
about to make. In the first place, he would remark 
that the principle on which the lands of the United 
States, for a number of years past, bad been put in 
the market and sold, was, ta adapt the sales in the 
best manner to the wants and circumstances of the 
actual settlers and the poorer classes of the commu- 
nitr. It oould not be contended, therefore, that this 
bill would benefit the acttial settler; for it must be 
conceded that it would be mote for the advantage of 
the poor man to purdiase forty acres of rich land at 
(^1 2i per acre than to get oae hundred and sixty 
acres of inferior land at a reduced price. 

Again, it had been contended that it was for the 
advantage of the new States to have larse bodies of 
hnds surveyed and brought into market in all of 
them, in order to give the settlers a ereater variety 
of selection. We have now (said he) something 
over a hundred millions of acres in the market; and, 
added to these, there were vast ouantitiea of lands 
for sale belonging to private individuals. Gentle- 
men would bear in mind that, in 1836, there were 
twenty-five millions of dollara' worth of tbe public 
lands purchased by private individuals, the most of 
which were now in the market The first pur- 
chasers of these lands were jio w in competition with 
the government All these laada had to be sold, as 
wellaa those which the zovemmenl brought into 
the market The demand for landa now waa not 
more than two or three millions annually; and yet, 
notwithstanding the vast qu an tities of lands already 
surveyed and in the market, gentleman proposed to 
create this addititnal supply. He contended that 
the length of time during which the lands had bees 
in market was no criterion of their value. By a re- 
port of the Commissioner of the Land Office, which 
he iMd in his hand, it appeared (hat there were land 
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4iftiicts where die lands had been in the market for 
more than twenty yean, and where little or no 
lands had been sold, in which the very beat lands 
'were to be found. There were millions of acres in 
the State of Illinois, that had been in the market for 
more than twenty yean, that were as good lands hi 
any in the State. 

The gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. HoniToirJ he 
presumed, might be able to show that in his Siate 
there was a residuum of lands that would probably 
never be sold at the present price. Now, where that 
was the case, he would be for doing the beat that 
could be done with them, as was the case with the 
lands in the Slate of Tennessee; but he could not 
agree that the length of tmie that lands had been in 
the market was any criterion of their value. 

He went on at great length to contend that this 
bill would be no benefit to the poor settler, imd it 
would inevitably reduce the revenue from the pub- 
lic lands. He was not aware of any law to require 
this government to keep any particular quantity of 
theae lands in the market; and the keepmg it there 
inevitably tended to reduce its price, and he hoped 
the government would issue a proclaination to with- 
draw the lands which had been so long in the 
market 

Mr. SAMPLE replied that, if the gentleman from 
Vermont had known as much of these public lands 
as the gentlemen &om the western States, he would, 
perhapa, have been less vehement in hia opposition 
to this bill. It was a fact of which, perhaps, the 
gentleman might not be aware, that there were lands 
which bad been subject to private entry for nearly 
forty years; and in one of the oldest land districts in 
the State which he had the honor to represent, there 
were from one and a half to two millions of aeiea of 
land that had not been, and would not be, sold un- 
less some reduction was made in the price at which 
'they were offered. The gentleman from Venasnt 
alleged that there was no residuum of poor lands; 
but that was established by the &ct alone that they 
had so long remained unsold; and he would add 
that, so long as good fresh land can be obtained in 
the Territories of Iowa and Wisconsin, and the 
States of niinois, Michigan, and some others, at 
Al 35 per acre, the fiumers would remove to those 
States and Territories where they could obtain land 
of better quality. The object of all conuiunitiM 
was 'to become as densely populated as the nature of 
their drenmstances woma permit: thil was thsir 
wise policy, inasmuch as it was promotive at their 
security and comfort, and genenl welfioe; but, by 
maintaining the present price, the lands were 
leas attractive to purchasers than tinse in the other 
States to which he bad referred, and he would ask 
the Mouse if they should peittst in a policy which 
held out inducementa lo their popaletion to leave 
them, and to go to the Oregon', Wiaooosin, and else- 
where. But if the price of these lands were re- 
duced, a revenue would be derived to the govern- 
ment, and the States and communities in which they 
were situated would also be greatly benefited. As 
a citizen of the State of Indiana, as one of the rep- 
resentatives of that State in this House, and as a 
citizen of the United States, he called upon the 
House to pass this bill. It waa a measure in which 
hia eonatituents were deeply ictereated; it waa a 
measure in ybich the entire Weat waa interested. 
The States of Ahibama, Ulinoia, Miaaonri, and 
others likewise, were interested in it, and they alt ap- 
pealed to Congress to pass this bill. Justice and 
common aenae were alike &vorable to the passage of 
this bill. In the State in which these hinds now 
lay, no profit was derived to the Slate nor good to the 
people; but once aold, and a revenue was derived 
from them; they became occupied by citizens who 
added to the sum total of a population now sparse 
and wide-spread; and they tHceame subject to tazit- 
tion, by which the community- was able to derive 
positive benefit. They, fhrther, not only stopped 
the tide of emigration still farther west, with all the 
evils which enaued from the loaa of their neighbors, 
but those who remained were enabled to draw 
•round them fliends and connectiona, and the com- 
mumty became the more consolidated, and society 
improved. He again entreated the Houae to paaa 
^is bill at BO early a period that it might be seat to 
the Senate and paaaed into a law before the close of 
the preaent aeaaion. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS, Uke the nndemut ftom Ver- 
mont, had not expected tins diacassion to come on 
to-day, or he abould have been prepaiwi to aet forth 
the merita of thia bill. He would, however, aay 
that with thia meoaure he -waa well aoqaaintad, for it 
emuwtfd from tbe committef of wtucb h« w«a 



chairman, and he waa satisfied that the poaitions 
taken by the gentleman from Vermont, ana the ob- 
jections to it which he had urged, 'would not be con- 
sidered valid by the Houae to any great extent. 

The only platform on which the fnenda of this 
bill could vindicate their claim, was that on which 
alone every measure should be vindicated — the jus- 
tice and equity of the measure itself; and a very 
cursory examination of this bill would show that it 
was but sheer juatice that it should paaa into 
a law. The (wntleman from Vermont had taken the 
position that uiis bill waa not framed to benefit the 
poor. Now, according to his (Mr. Davis'i) no- 
tiona of jusUce to a community, they should mete 
out justice without ref;ard to the peculiar condition 
of tne various individuals composing it: but if a 
man was so poor as to be unable to pay $1 25 per 
acre for land, it appeared to him to be benefiting the 
poor man, beyond all controversy, to enable him to 
procure that land at twenty-five or fifty cents an 
acre. If the gentleman from Vermont were as con- 
yenant with the people of Indiana as he (Mr. D».- 
vit) and his coUet^es were, he would not have as- 
sumed the position which he had taken on this sub- 
ject. It seemed, however, that the gentleman's 
viewa of right, and especially hia notiona in n^ard 
to the people of the West, were much more vitiated 
than he had expected from a gentleman who waa 
generally so dear headed. But the views of that 
gentleman were not altogether new; at least they 
were not new to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The gentleman from Vermont laid down the posi- 
tion uiat thia bill did not provide means for the re- 
lief of thepoon but the terms "rich" and "poor" were 
relative terms. What waa "poor" in the estimation 
of one man, waa not "poor" in the eatimation of 
another, and hence it waa useless to argue on the 
subject; but there were in Indiana many who are 
called poor, who may be made rich — so iVur as a 
man mifht be deemeo rich who waa an independent 
landholder— by the passage of the law unoer con- 
sideiation. llie gentleman from Vermont had al- 
luded to the pnichaaers of 1836, and to the 
losses which they might sustain by the pas- 
sage of thia bill. Now, he (Mr. Davis) hoped 
hia friend was not one of thoae who were intereated 
in the apeculationa of that period; and he would aay 
to that cenlleman, and to the House, that he hoped 
the lawl apeeulation* of 1836— of the difficultiea in- 
cident' to which thia House had had fatiny exam- 
plea — ^would be no obataclea to the paaaage of thia 
bill; for if the hardy yeomanry of Indiana were to 
be subject to the caprice of tne speculators of the 
Eaat and the North, or anywhere else, they would 
have but a gloomy prospect of happiness and com- 
fort before them, or of succeaa m ^eir underta- 
kings. Putting the case on the ground of sheer 
justice alone, a neducilon of the price of these landa 
waa required. Thia was ao self-e'/ident, that it was 
scarcely neceasary to argue about it. Why, in the 
diatrict which he had the honor to repreaent, as bad 
been stated by hia colleacue, [Mr. Sample,! there 
were at present not leas than a million and a half or 
two millions of acres of land unsold; and yet they 
had been in the market, some of tliem, thirty-three 
years, and others thirty-eight or thirty-nine. That 
district of country waa lalxiring under the evils of a 
spcuae popukition; and it could not be expected that, 
in any reasonable time, land which had been so long 
in the market could be sold at the price now ajikM 
for the public lands. It was, then, but justice to 
the community and to the State in which the laiids 
lie, that the prioe should be so reduced aa to secure 
a disposition of thorn. What gives value to theae 
land*? Did they suppose that lands in the weatem 
settleraenta would be worth five cents an acre, if it 
were not for aoroe collateral circumstances which 
made them ao? Much of that land was purchased 
fix>m the Indiana at two cents an acre, some at one 
cent,' and some aa high aa a dollar; but what now 
madtf them worth anything? Why, it was in con- 
sequence of the induatry of the population which 
surrounds the public domain. If they were now in 
the western wilderoeaa. would they be worth five 
centa an acre? Certainly not. Waa there not, then, 
something due to that population wboae energiea, 
and industry, and enterprise, had made them what 
they were? Was there nothing to be gained by a 
course of policy towards the weatem papulation by 
which the price of the lands woula be brought 
down nearer to their intrinsic value? The genue- 
man ttom Vermont had called attention to the fact 
thftt |100,000 or more had been aet apart annually 
for anrfeya of the public domain; but if hia (Mr. 
I)*vi(*«) recoU«cUoR •erT«d him truly, the amount 



waa not one-third of that sum. It waa certainly 
not one-third at the laat aession. 

Mr. COLLAMER explained. The act of 1B41 
— he mciuit the pre-emption act — ^provided that 
|I 35,000 ahoold be annually appro]Riated; and to 
that he alluded, though he did not know whether 
the average of expenditures had amounted to 
1100,000. 

Mr. DAVIS continued: He aaid hia recollection 
coincided in part with that of the gentleman from 
'Vermont. As regarded the bw of 1841 or 1843, if 
his recollection was right, no such appropriation had 
been made. 

He differed with the gentleman when he aaid that 
the feet that the lands were not taken waa no crite- 
rion that they were not good. He knew not to 
what specific examples the gentleman referred; but 
as far aa Mr. D.'s knowledge extended, it waa gene- 
rally a safe criterion, and it required but little com- 
mon sense to see that it must be because there was 
no man, in selecting from a section of land, but 
would select the beat. 

Thia bill provided for the reduction of pricea only 
to two claases of persons to settlers and actual cultivt- 
tore. And he could not aee that it waa any aiga- 
mentagainst it, that a man already in occupancy of 
a piece of land mifht be permitted to use a contigu- 
ous portion of land, although he had paid (1 35 fat 
the portion first purchased. 

Mr. D. apprehended that the gentleman, in atati» 
that theie was about one hundred and thirty mif 
lions of land in market, had confounded the amount 
in market with that puichaaed by treaty. His own 
recollection waa, that the amount in maricet was not 
so great. But the gentleman hod omitted to men- 
tion one thing, viz: that the reduction on lands of 
prime quality waa only contemplated to be 35 cents 
per acre; whereas he had seemed to base bis argu- 
ment on the assumption tliat all the lands alike wera 
to be reduced to 25 cents per acre. The graduation 
provided for in this bill waa not all at once from |1 
to 35 centa, but a regular enuluation, according to 
the length of time the landa had been in market. 

The eentleman ftom Vermont had thought proper 
to allude to the aubject of distribution. Mr. D. 
would not detain the committee by giving hia views 
OB that subject; but if the gentleman's object hod 
been, iir caUing into queation the diatribution princi- 
. pie, to rally Iq oppodtioo to this bill thoae who were 
m fovtir 01 d&tninition — ' 

Mr. COLLAMER (Mr. D. yielding the floor) 
explained that he had expreaaly declared that the 
question of distribution, whether membera were op- 
posed or were friendly to it, could not ot>erate upon 
this bill; for, according to his view of it, its effect 
would be to reduce the price of all lands in the Uni- 
ted Stalea, whether belonging to individuala or to 
the government. 

Mr. DAVIS, resuming, said thai he would aay, 
then, in regard to the principle of distribution, that 
the friends of the bill did not expect to derive any 
advantage from the friends of distribution in regard 
to the question. He desired to put this bill simply 
on the ground of justice, without anj regard to its 
influence on the treasury, or to its influence upon 
the political opinions of one party or the other. The 
frieiids of this bill came forward advocating a meas- 
ure which bad received the attention of the country 
for nearly twenty years, and in favorof which was 
almost every western man, whatever were his polidca. 
He waa glad to have seen his colleague [Mr. Sam- 
ple] rise up and give -them the views he had ad- 
'vanced. 

Another question of great iroportonoe. The 
gentleman was in favor of appropriating the 
public lands to the carrying on of public woiks. 
Upon thia Mr. D. spoke only for himself. He 
knew not what his colleagues or hia political asso- 
ciates might be diapoaed to do upon iu He was in 
favor of making an equitable distribution, so aa not 
to conflict with the lonslitution of the country; and 
he was not only willing, but heretofore, as was well 
known to the gentleman and to the House, he bad 
used his humble efforts to obtain an iippropriation 
from the public lands for this purpose. This being 
his view, tlie paramount consideration with him 
was to have justice done in regard to the public 
lands, to the people of the West, and to the people 
of the whole country; and he knew of no surer 
plan of accomplishing thia object, than by reducing 
theprioea of tne lan£ to the actual settlers thereos. 

He referred to and denied the soundneaa of the 
argument of Mr. Collamcr afainat this bill, from 
the alleged tendency it would have to take away 
from the public worka th« aid of the public tandt. 
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it WM true, he admitted,^ that it would leasen the 
ainount t'erired from a given quantity of land; but 
it wa> not true that all the aid from the lands would 
be taken away by the operation of this bill. The 
gentleman, in opposing this bill, had thought proper 
to call upon the old Stales for aid.. He had been 
■orry to hear the gentleman make this appeal; but 
he had believed, and he still believed, that Vermont 
was prepcued to do like justice to the new as well 
as to the old States. If the law was to be opposed 
on the ground of sectional interest, the geo- 
tlaman's argument was much more subtle Uian 
might have been supoosed. He knew the gen- 
tleman came from a manaiacturing and wool- 
growing country, and he knew that a laive 
amount of operatives in the old States might be 
induced, if the price of the lands was reduced, to 
come to the West, where ther could become inde- 
pendent landholders, and find Ihemselvea good 
nomea at 25 cents an acre; and that the gentleman, 
and other gentlemen from his section of the country, 
might not uke (his, and hence might oppose the bill. 

After noticing one or two other of the objections 
of Mr. Coi.i.mnta to the bill, Mr. D. concluded with 
a warm appeal to gentlemen from the old States and 
from the new States — to gentlemen of every politi- 
cal party, to come up to ue support of this bill, in 
order to mete out justice, and onlT sheer justice, to 
the people of the West, which aemanded that re- 
ducMoiu should be made upon lands that had been 
in market 90 or 30 years, because they were not 
worth as much as fresn lands which had just been put 
mto market. As his colleague had remarked, and 
as the gentleman from Yermont and the House 
knew, the western States were lai^ely indebted; and 
it would have an immense influence in relieving 
them to bring about this desirable provision of re- 
ducing the Itmds to their fidr value, as it would en- 
hance the population of these States, and conse- 
quently enhance the taxable property in a much 
{reater ratio than the mere value of the lands. 

Mr. YIMTON remarked that this bill was, in his 
opinion, one of the most important that had been 
presented to the House for a long time. It st^ck 
at the value of more than a thousand millions of 
property. It had been here, to his ccrtiun knowl- 
edge, for twenty years; from time to lime it had, in 
its substantial provisions, received the consideration 
Stt the Hoase, and had as ofren been rejected. 

This bill (said Mr. V.V proceeded on tKkfahe 
supposition that they haa nothing to do but to re- 
dace the price of the public lands, and they would 
immediately be occupied and brought into cultiva- 
tion. Hothii^ was more fallacious; he undertook to 
■ay, if this bUl became a law, that tney could not 
enhance the jrapulation of the western country by 
• sinele individual, nor could they expedite the sales 
of the publie lands by a single acre per an- 
num; and, for a time at least, the operation 
of this bin would be essentially to oiminish 
the sales of the public lands. When the present 
land system^ or its basis, was laid down immedi- 
ately aAer the American revolution, it had attracted 
the deepest interest, and excited the most careftil 
attention of the American people. And whoever 
would take time to look into the system as then 
regulated, would perceive that it had been adjusted 
with the utmost caution, so as to keep up a proper 
adjostment and proportion between the demands for 
lands and the quantities put into market. We had 
a public domain which extended to the Pacific; and 
they could, by their legishition, glut the market at 
once, or they could reduce the quantity below the 
demand, by withdrawing it from the market. Now, 
when this land system had commenced, no man 
had been allowed to go upon such of the public lands 
as had not been surveyed and brougbt mto market. 
That was the great principle by which they bad been 
enabled to keep the supply of the market within the 
demand. But by permitting settlers to go to lands 
not brought into market, the government nad, with- 
in the last 15 or 20 years, in a great measure lost 
its control over the supply for the market; and the 
result was that we had now got into market an 
amount of land which would sustain, and sustain 
in more comfort, forty millions of people, than the 
people who now lived in that country enjoyed. And 
because that country, adequate to sustam fortj mil- 
lions of people, was not taken up immediately, 
gentlemen argued that it was valueless, and its price 
must be reduced. No; it was because we had not 
people who could occupy it, that it was not taken. 

Whoever knew any thing of the settlement of a 
new eountrr, as he professed to know, (having lived 
|n « new State more than « quartef of « century,) 



would know that, after new lands had been brought 
into the market, the country was nearly a wilderness 
for the first five years, even under the most favora- 
ble circumstances. In the State of Ohio, at the end 
of 90 years, very little land except what was en the 
highways and water courses had been ocraipled 
and settled. In his own district, lands that had been 
20, 30, and 40 yean in the market seeking purdiaseia 
and notable to find them, had been since sold at Al 25 
per acre, and were found to be valtutble and pro- 
ductive. 

The progress of settlement disclosed the value of 
lands which was not before known. Land districts 
that were once regarded as valueless, were now known 
to be the best in the State; agricultural improve- 
ments having brought out resources that were before 
unknown to the western country. An entire gen- 
eration must, by the law of inevitable necessity, pass 
away before die lands now in the market could be 
settled and cultivated. What power had the legis- 
lation of Congress over the progress of population? 
As well might they by le^lation attempt to swell 
the flood ofthe Mississippi, or accelerate the course 
of the sun, as to attempt the settlement of these 
lands foster than the natural progress of population 
required. How manymilhons of acres of land 
were there now. in Indiana, that had been twenty 
years in the market, and which, though as good aa 
any lands in the country, would be sold, under this 
bill, at twenty-five cents per acre? The gentlemen 
from Indiana both said that this law was intended 
for the benefit of the poor man. He trusted that he 
was as much interested for the poor man as any one, 
emd he had peuticipated in l^islation for their spe- 
cial benefit. We nave (said be) made a law for the 
poor man, by which a section of land is cut up into 
sixteen parts, so that the man who can raise fifty 
dollars, can get forty acres of good land, and' that 
was as much as he could cultivate to advantage. If 
he had more given him, it would injure, instead of 
benefiting him. 

Itwasagreat ntisfortune to the western country that 
the settlers generally had too much land; and the con- 
sequence was, that from their large farms the settlers 
were Ed>le to produce little more than an English 
farmer would raise in a fence comer. This -ma ow- 
ing to the imperfect manner of their cultivation. 
Was it not to Uie interest of the eountnr that its ta- 
bor should he bestowed on the best and most pro- 
ductive laitte It certainly was; and if the best and 
most produtitive lands, ana thoee of an inferior qual- 
ity, could not be both cultivated at the same lime, it 
was the interest of the country that the former 
should be first cultivated. He contended that the 
government could not induce poor men to go on the 
poor lards, even if they gave them to them for noth- 
ing. Woikd they upturn the great system, the ben- 
efits of which they had been experiencing for so 
many yeturs, for the sake of selling valueless lands? 
It was trde that there were vast bodies of lands that 
were nothing but swamps and barren wastes; but 
would they Teguilate for the purpose of selling Ihfim? 
They mignt as well legislate for the purpose of sell- 
ing the lands that were covered by the waters ofthe 
lakes, as for the purpose of selling swamps and sand 
barrens. Thepassingof this bill would add nothing 
to (he national wealth, and nothing to the productive 
industry ofthe country. By it they would accom- 
plish nothing but to upturn the great land sys- 
tem of the coimtry, whieh had ^operated to beoe- 
ficially for so many years pasL 

But this bill proposed to confine Che right to pur^ 
chase lands at a reduced price to those who are to 
become actual settlers, or who own farms adjacent 
to the lands thev purchase. Did gentlemen ima^gine 
that this would have any beneficial effects, either 
upon those who resided near the lands they wished 
to purchase, or upon the revenues of the country? 
The benefits ofthe bill were to be confined to actual 
settlers, or to those who owned adjacent &rms; but 
the fhrmer who wished to make an investment out 
of his annual profiu, (as was the case now with 
hundreds in the western country,) was excluded. 
Again: he undertook to say that, if this bill passed, 
there would be another scene of wild and reckless 
speculation in western lands. You reduce, (said 
he,) at one smgle blow, the price of these lands 
down to 25 cents the acre; and wtiat will be the con- 
sequence? You will practically make knaves ef a 
great portion of the people who live in that section 
of the country. A man will go to Ihe land office 
and make aath that he intended to purchase this 
320 acres of land for actual settlement, or that they 
are adjacent t^ his ihrm. Suppose he chimged hia 
intention nfUr 'getting th« lands, and sold them: was 



there anything to prevent him from doing it? How 
are you to prove that his oath was not an honest 
oath? Was there anything in this bill that ieatricl» 
ed such a man from transferring his land? Themo* 
ment this bill passed, hordes of speculators would 
fo out from the laige cities, and swear tliat they in- 
tended to settle uiese lands themselves. Thess 
lands would be bought up by speculators, who 
would pay a little more for the oaths that would be 
taken. Everyhody knew that thousands ot false 
oaths had been taken under the land laws; and yet 
he had never heard of a single prosecution for them. 
■ Mr. V. next adverted to the evil policy of over*- 
stimulating agricultural production beyond the want* 
of the country, which would bring down prices at a 
ruinous rate; afUr which, 

Mr. FICKLIN rose and obtained the floor, but 
gave way 19 

Mr. mtOMGOOLE, on whose motion the cam- 
mittee rose and reported the election bill to the 
House, and reported piwress on the land bill. 

On motion by Mr. HO0STON, the substitute 
proposed by Mr. Dromgoole was ordered to b^ 
printed. 

Mr. HALE gave notice diat he would to-morrow, 
or some convenient day, ask leave to bring in a bill 
to abolish the office c£ Cammiasioner of the Public 
BuiMings. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Ar. HATHBIJN: The saper> In the c»e of Richard 
Elliot for a peiuiaii: refeirM to the Committae on Sevo- 
latioiuirjr Pentioni: 

By Mr. PRATT: The petition of Roiweli Woodworth for 
va increaie of peiuion. 

By Mr. ALBERT SMITH: The petition of Barbara Bom- 
ham, widow of Captain John Bumham, a reTolutionary 
pwaioner, praying ior a peiuion: referred to the Committee 
on Revolntionary Peuaiona. 

By Mr. BIDLACK: The application of Reuben Taylor, of 
Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, for a penaion on account of 
eerviceiaa a' privateer: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Afliur*. 

By Mr. CLINTON: The memorial of Lieutenant John T. 
McLaughlin, of the United Btatei navy : referred to the Conir 
mittee on Public Expenditures. 

Bv Mr. HUGHES: The petition of Harrison WhiUon, 
aaking CongreM to pay him for forage, provision*, fcc., t»t- 
niahed Captain Oilliam'a company of mounted FloiMa 
volunteers in 18ST, under oontract made with said Gilllsm. 

By Mr. ■TiONSON; The manorial of thvptesldCDt and 
diivcton ofthe Dismal Swamp eaaal company, asking to b« 
paM their account against the United States fer monajrS' ex- 
pended for the Unit^ States: referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

By Mr. BARKINOER: The petition of Matthias Morse 
and 334 oOeis, citlxens of North Carolina, In &vor of re- 
building the branch mint at Cliarlotte, North Carolina. The 
petition of Joseph W. Scott and 19 others, in favor of the 
samaohject. Thepetitlonof Charles A. Weistmhrimer and 
361 other ciUiens of North Carelina, in lavor of the aame 
objeot: nferrad to the CommiKee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Sarah Howard, widow 
of James Howard, deceased, for a pension: referred to the 
Chmmittee on Revolutionaiv Penslosf . 

By Mr. ROBERT SMITH: The peUUon and papers of 
John Stone, praying a penaion: reierred to the Committa* 
on Invalid Pensions. The petition and papers of John W. 
Hockett: referred to the Committee of Claims. The peti- 
tion of Peter Shafler: lefemd to the Committee of Clumi. 
The petition of Robert Layhold, prayinc a grant of hind^ 
nfenvd to the Committee on Pilvate Land Clunu. 

IN SENATE. 
TaumDAT, December 12, 1844. 
Mr. Hatwoov, of North Carolina, appeared in 
hi* seat to-day. 
On motion by Mr. BENTON, it was 

Oritred, That the petition of Thomas Allen, praring con. 
aasation for priating a compendium ofthe sixth census, b* 
taken bom the Ues and lebrred to the Committee oa Fi- 
aance. 

Mr. MERBJCK presented the memorial of the 
hews of Joseph Watson deceased, prayinc compel^ 
sation for servives rendered by him to the United 
States in the Territory of Michigan, between the 
years of 1806 and 1809: referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. ARCHER gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to increase the 
salary of the judge of the district court of the United 
States for the western district of Virginia; also a bill 
for the relief of Miles King and his assignees. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of Thos. 
McLellan and twenty-five others, citizens of Maine, 
asking -indemnity for French spoliations prior to 

1800. 

Mr. F. said, he trusted the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom he should move to refer it, would 
pardon him for calling their especial attention to tl 
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aqd urgiiig upon them.Uie proDriety and justice of 
their owlieat poHii>k action. For more than a qvujv 
lor of a centuiy these peiitionera have been asking 
for r^ef. If they are entited to it, the delav is sig- 
niJIy croel and unjust If they are not, Congress 
•till owe it to themselves, as well as to the cUdmants, 
to sayao aad say so definitively. Anything is 
better than inaction. May I also be allowed to sug- 
gest, said Mr. F., that this may be regarded as a 
javorable moment to consider this subject? The 

rat contest for the presidency is now closed, and 
we are ever in a fit slate of miod to enter upon 
the investintion of Important questions like this, 
disconnected, as it ia, in every way, with party pol- 
itics, it would seem to be in the interval between the 
close ft one great political campaign for the presiden- 
cv and the commencement of another. Hedidhope, 
therefore, that the committee would not only enter 
upon the immediate consideration of this subject, 
but woald report so early as to insure the action of 
both Houses of CoDgreas upon it at the present se«> 
■ion. 

The memorial was accordingly referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
■ On motion by Mr. BAOBY, it was 

lUtthti, That the ContgUttee on tlie Jodiciarjr b« in- 



•tniowd to iaqnire ioto the expediency of making ta tppro- 

RrisUea Ibr the •roctton of a tnitable boflding in the city of 
lobfla for the socoamiodation of tb* di*triet eoeits of the 



United Slates Ibr the sonthsni diatiiet of AJabaaia, o> to re- 
pair ths bnildlng bente&re occupied for that punioM, and 
also for the etection of a diitrict coait>hoau ior the middle 
district of Alahama, at Toicelooia. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, the presentments of 
the grand juries of Mobile and Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama, representing the necessity of an apinopria- 
tion for the erection of a suitable building for the 
■coMnmodatioD of the diotria court of the United 
States for the western district of that State, were 
ordered to be taken fhim the files, and referred to 
tbf Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented reaolations of the Qetv- 
eral Assembly of Arkansas, instructing the senators 
•nd reijttesting the representatives from that State to 
vote for some provision of law for the equitable ad- 
justment of the claima for French spoliations prior 
to I88(k which were read, and orderM to be printed. 

Mr. BB£ESE, on leave, introduced a bill to grant 
to the State of Illinois the right of vmy through the 
public lands of the United States; and 

A bill for the relief of William EUliott, jr., of Ful- 
ten sountr, in the State of Illinois: whiA were sev- 
esaHy read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Pnbholiands. 

TBK SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTB. 

Mr. TAPPAN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
increase and diffuaion of knowledge among men; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Joint 
Committee on the Library. 

Mr. J0HI7S0N presented a memorial from the 
Mayor and Council of the city of Lafayette, I^ouisi- 
ana, praying for a modification of the law of last ses- 
sion establialiing that city a port of entry: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BARROW, on leave, introduced a bill for. the 
relief of James Ritchie; which was read twioe, and, 
with the papers on file relating to the claim, referred 
to the Committee on Claims. ' 

Mr. BREESE, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
reliefofthe legal representatives of Pierre Menaid, 
of Antoine Peltier, and of Joseph Placy; which was 
read twice, and reftrred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

TEXAS HCR PUBLIC DEBT, LAND GRANTS, 

&C. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, lies on the table one day, via: 

lUttnil, That the Pteaident b« nqneited to inform the 
Saaale wlMthor tlw executire department ii powesied of 
any dtHoite and ntialhetorT information by which the pree- 
•ni poblic debt of the repuMic of Tvxaa can be ascertained; 
and if w, that ho In reqnoated to eommonicata it to tiie Sen- 
ate, wKh the aarafato aaonat of tIM debt; and alao, tliat 
he ba roqeaatod to Inform the Sonata whether any, and if 
shy, what addiUona have bean made to that debt iince the 
•Vatag of th« treaty with that republic, sabmitlod to the 
SmaatMIHilaataaaaioa. 

And that ha bo farther raqnested to inform the Senate 
what amount of th« miblie landa of Tern had been giantod 
by Oia Spaniah, Maxisan, and Texian goreramenta prerioui 
totheaigningof aaid treaty: what amount rmnabied on- 
grutod at that data: and whether any, and what, gianU of 
■aid domain hare bean made by the Texiaa government, 
alnce that period. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, leave was 
gmtuA to withdraw firom the files the petition and 
papan of Harrmr Park. 

Abo presa nte a • patilioa tnm Benjamin Ropes, 



praying indemnity for spoliations by the French 
prior to 1800: referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill to in- 
crease the pay of certain officers of revenue cutters, 
while serving in the navy of the United States; 
which was rnid twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. PBARCE gave notice that hewonld, to- 
morrow, aak leave to introduce a bill giving the as- 
sent of the United States to the amended charter of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal company. 

COHKfSPONDENCE WITH FRANCE ON ANNEX- 
ATION. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. HtiJNllNO 
TON" was taken up, and agreed to — as follows: 
' Raeleii, That the President of the United Statea ht re- 
qneated to commnnicate to the Senate (if not incompatible 
with the public intereat) oopiea of all the correapoudence 
not hatetofora tnuunrttted to the Senate, which may haro 
taken_pl*ea between the Department of State and the prea- 
ont minister of the United Statea to France, and between 
that miniatar and the goremraent of France, relating to the 
prepoaed annexation of Taxaa to the United Statea. 

PUBLIC MONEYS. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Niles yester- 
day, concerning the depositee of the public moneys, 
oame up for conaidenUMm. 

Mr. EVANS suggested to the senator from Con- 
neciiottt the propnetr of permitting the reaohition 
to lie on the table till Monday, by which time he 
presumed the rqwrt of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury would be transmitted to Coneress; which report 
he had no doubt would contain the most, if not all, 
the information desired through the resolution. He 
tjad no particular objection to the resolution, but be- 
lieved that its passage would be rendered unnecessary 
b* tfte annual report firom the Treasury Dqpart- 
nKnC 

Mr. NILES acquiesced in the suggestion^ and the 
resolution was postponed till Monday next. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
for the rehef of certain contraclora with the govern- 
ment; aiid the bill concerning furloughs in the naval 
service. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from cit- 
izens of the city and county of Philadelphia, asking 
an appropriation to rebuild the piers at Port Penn, 
in die Delaware rivn^, and to oeraplete the ereetien 
of the light-bouse on Brandywine shoals: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the billgranting a 
pension of f3 50 per month to James Duffy, was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, con- 
sidered, reported to the Senate, and passed to a 
third rrading. 

On motion, it was agreed that when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjiaum to meet on Monday next. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TBOftSDAT, December 12, 1844. 

Mr. Wm. B. Maclat of New York appeared and 
took his seat 

Mr. A. C. DODQE, on leave, presented the con- 
stitution, ordinance, and memorial, adopted by the 
Iowa convention for the formation of a State consti- 
tution. Mr. D. moved that these papers should be 
referred to the Committee on Temtories, and 5,000 
extra copies be printed. 

Mr. VINTON thought this constitution should 
go to the Judiciary Committee. Such had been the 
case in the Senate. All the constitutions of the 
new States, he said, had gone to that committee. 
It was the proper one, in liis opinion. The admis- 
sion of a new Stale waa a grave and important sub- 
ject. It was the business of Congress to examine 
tha>in8trument with great care, to see that it was 
republican, &c. 

Mr. DODGE said he hoped the motion of thegen- 
tlemim from Ohio would not prevail. The Comnutlee 
on Territories he regarded as the proper one to which 
this subject should be referred; and with all due def- 
erence to the gentleman from Ohio, he would inform 
the House that the precedents in similar cases were 
not as stated by him. The constitution of Florida, 
which was now before the House, had been reforrea 
to the Committee on Territories, ai^ a bill from that 
committee reported for her admission during die last 
Congress. The constitutions of AduiMn bm Midi- 
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ican, when presented to this House, had been vefei^ 
red to the Committee on Territoriee; and it would be 
departing from the previous action of the House, if 
the eonstttation of Iowa should now be sent to the 
Committee of die Judiciary. Mr. D. saw no rea- 
sons why the honorable gentlemen composing the 
Committee on Terriorics were not as competent to de- 
dde on the questions of constitutional or other law 
growing out of the application of a new State fbr ad- 
mission into the Union as those of the Judiciary. 

As to the republicanism of our constitution,, aaid 
Mr. D., I venture to predict, let it be the pleasure of 
thtf House to send it to what committee it may, no 
foult would be found with that. He trusted, upon 
examination, that it would be found equal, if not su- 
perior, to any instrument of the kind that had erer 
been presented to Oiis body. 

Mr. D. said that, in awine the House to print 
5,000 copies, he was but following the preceiient 
set in the case of Florida. He read from the journal 
of 1838 a resolution then adopted, showing aach to 
be the case. He hoped the motion to pnnt would 
prevail. 

Mr. A. y. BROWN did not wish to provoke any 
discussion on this question, and therefore would make 
but one brief observation. He believed that the nsoal 
destination of subjects of this character was the Com- 
mittee on Territories, and he hoped that in this caae 
the House would not d^nrt from its usual course. 
It was true, that hardly any question could come 
before the House in whidi some 1(«b1 principle was 
not involved; but as to the republicanism of this 
constitution, he apprehended it was more a question 
of fhet than of law. It might, perhaps, be a mixed 

Question of fact and of law together; but he thon^t 
len was more of the former than of the latter in- 
volved in it. He hoped, therefore, that the refer- 
ence would be to the Committee on the Territories. 
Mr. E. J. BLACK observed that a reference to 
the rules of the House would best explain which 
of the standing committees would most appropri- 
ately have this subject in charge. The STth rule 
Sreseribed the duties of the Committee on the Ju- 
ieiary to be "to take into consideration such peti- 
tions and matten or things touching judicial pro- 
ceedings afe shall be presented, or may come in 
question, and be referred to them by the House; 
and to report their opinion thereon, together with 
such propositions for relief therein as to them shall 
seem expedient" By the 95th rule, it waa pi«- 
vided-ffist "itWiaIlbethe'>duty of the Contmittee 
on the Territories to examine into the legislative, 
civn, and criminal proceedings of the Territories, 
and to devise and report to the House such meana. 
as in their opinion may be necessary to secure the 
ridttsand privileges of residents and non-residents." 
Mr. B. said he took it, therefore, for granted, that if 
die House disposed of this subject according to 
these two rules, the proposition of the honorable 
delegate from Iowa woulii prevail. 

Mr. WENTWORTH observed dial die gentle- 
man from Ohio, in quoting precedents, had not 
quoted the precedents of tne House, but of the 
Senate. The Senate, it was true, had referred mat- 
ters of this nature to their Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and the gentleman atgued, therefore, that this 
subject shouldlie referred to the same committee in 
this House. It must, however, be recollected that 
there were frequently different modes of proceeding 
in the two branches of the national legislature, and 
that they were at this Umedifferendy constituted as 
reeards political sentiment It might not be con- 
sidered proper to refer this subject to a committee 
which would act speedily on it, by one of the par- 
ties in this country, whose object was to delay the 
admission of this Territory. A question had been 
raised as to the republicanism of this constitution; 
but he believed the gentleman from Ohio and his 
friends would find, upon examination, that there was 
retlier too much republicanism in it to suit their 
views. If, however, when this constitution should 
be brought before the House by the report of a 
committee, the gentleman should find any provision 
in it not republican enough, he would most cordial- 
ly join him in amending it. 

Mr. LEVY observedthat the application of Flori- 
da for admission into the Union was referred to the 
Committee on Territories, and reported on by them. 
Mr. BARNARD contended that all such applica- 
tions should be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary; and his impression was, that such had 
heretofore been the custom of the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN was for referring this subject to 
the Committee on Territories, believing that such 
eomiaittee would take the most speedy action on it 
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fiioaU'it be referred to the Committee on the Jo- 
dieaaiy, it vonld abo k«Te to be referred to the 
Conamittee on Territoriea when it came from the 
Crst miiMd eommitlee; and thua the action of theae 
two eommitlaes would take up the greater pert of the 
aeaaion. He therefoM adviaed the friends of this 
meaaure, if they deaired to lee a bill paas before the 
end of the senion, to aend it to the Committee , on 
Territories; for if it had to go to two oommittees, 
it wooM take the whole winter, and the bill would 
probably be lost 

Mr. CAU8IN referred to the 95th mle as quoted 
aboTe by Mr. E. J. Black, and argued from thence 
that the Committae on Territoriea was the moat ap- 
pramiate refersnoe. 

The queation was fiiat put on referring the sub- 
ject to the Committee on Territories, and decided in 
the affirmative; and, 

On motion of Mr. A. C. DODOE, five thousand 
extra oopiea of the eonatitution weraordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, the seme number of 
extra copies of the constitution of Florida were also 
otdaro d to b e printed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH preaented the petkion. of 
WiUiam Hayes, esq., of Champlain county, State 
af lUinois, playing for a pension) referred to the 
Committee on ReTolutionary Peosiona. 

MARINE HOSPITALS. 

Mr. KEIWEDT, of Maryland, oSared a reoola- 
lioa directing the Committee on Commerce to io- 
tjnire jalo the expediency of making an appropriar 
tion for the eatablishment of a marine hospital at 
the port of Baltimore. 
Oojaetiona being made, 

Mr. KENNEDY moved a suspension of the 
rriiBB, to enable him to preaent the reaolation; which 
having bean eaiiiad, the resolution was again pre- 
■entea and adoptad. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved a suspension 'of tlia 
rules to citable the House to resolve itself into a 
Coannittee of the Whole on the graduation bill. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL desired to know the teg^ 
ular mrder of business. 

The SPEAKER re{died that it was the call on 
the Stales for petitiona : when petitions were last 
called, the mU was not gone through with, Uie 
States of Viiginia and Maryland having been omit- 
tad. 

Mr. X.W. DAVIS obaarvad that, at thCisqneet 
of several gentlemen, he would withdraw his mo- 
tion until after the ezpintion of the momine hour, 
giving notice, at the same time, that he would move 
to go mto Committee -of the Whole on the gtaduar 
Ikm bill overr dav till it was disposed of. 

The ^EAK£R then commenced the call on the 
States for petitions, and petitions were presented as 
fellows: 

From Viiginia: by Messrs. CHAPMAN and 
GOGQIN. 
From Maine: by Mr. CARY. 
From Ohio: by Measra. SCHENCK, VANME- 
TER, and GIDDINGS. 

Mr. GIDDINQS presented several abolition peti- 
tions. 

Mr. EDWARD J. BLACK raised the question 
cf reception. 

Mr. QIBDINGS called for the yeas and nays on 
diat question. 

The reading of one of the petitions being called 
for, it was read accordingly. 

Mr. BLACK of Georgia observed that, independ- 
ently of the naked question of abolitionism, he ob- 
jected to the reception of that petition as a pure 
matter of villification, end containing a base raise- 
hood on its Ihee. It was a foul disgrace to those 
who sent it here, end to the member who prssent- 

edit 

Mr. RHETT asked if the question of reception 
WIS debatable. 

The SPEAKER replied, that the q«e«tion was 
debteable; but on notice of an intention to debate it, 
itnnutlie over. 

Mr. RHETT said he wished to debate the ques- 
tion, and it was accordingljr laid over. 
AJurther and similar peution being read — 
Mr. QIDDINOS moved iu reference to the 
Comodtlve for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK raised the question of recep- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman propose 
to debate iti 

Mr. BLACK. No, irir; I do not desire to debate 
it, but to denounce it 



Mr. RHETT gave notice of his intention to de- 
bate the question of reception, and the petition was 
accordingly laid over. 

Another petition of a similar chanMter beiog 
read- 
Mr. GIDDINGS moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BLACK raised the question of reception. 

Mr. GIDDINGS colled for the yeas and nays on 
hat question: which were not ordered. 

The SPEAKER then put the question on the re- 
ception of the petition. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH expressed a desire to 
debate that question; and it went over, accordingly, 
till to-morrow. 

The Clerk next read another petition, submitted 
by Mr. GmpKos, of the same character; which, 
after a few words from Mr. DROMGOOLE and 
Mr. GIDDINGS, shared the same fhte as its prede- 
oeseorb. 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented a petition fVom Alba- 
ny, in the State of New York, against the annexa- 
tion of T exas. 

Mr. PETTIT said that subject had been re- 
ferred to the whole people of this Union, who had 
already reported on it, and therefore he moved to 
lay the petition on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL remarked that, as he 
had not beeaao fortunate as to have an opportanity 
to read tha' report which the gentleman firtnn Indiana 
Hferred to, he should be ghd tohear, firom that gen- 
tleman, some exj^anatioD of its contents. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said the eentleman from 
Pennsylvania would get all the information he de- 
sired on the 4th of March next 

The SPEAKER then put the question on the 
motion to lay on the table, and it was negatived. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH intimated that he desirod 
to debate the queation of reception, and consequent- 
ly the whole subject went over under the rule. 

Mr. GIDDINGS offered another petition from 
Ashtabula, in the State of Ohio, which prayed 
that the people of the free Slates might be ex- 
empt from, in anv way, aiding in the support of 
the institution of slavery. 

He moved the reference of this petition to the 
Committee on the Judicianr; and on that question 
the jt$m a nd nay s were called for and ordered. 

Mr. RHETT raised the queation of reception. 

;tfr. DIOiTEYcalWl Cm the yeas anlnayp on the 
question ofreception. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK deaind to debate it, and a 
went over aecordii^y. 

After a fow worm from Mr. BAKMAao, who con- 
tended that the question of reeeption was not raised 
at the proper time, the petition went over. 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented another petition firom 
Ohio, whi^ prayed for the necessary steps to be 
taken to procure an amendment of the constitution 
to alter the basis of representation, and make it uni- 
form throughout the United States, such basis being 
the free inhabitants thereof. But it elso praye^, tf 
such an amendment could not be made, that the 
animal property of the &ee States be represented, as 
well as the slave property of the shive States. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE bn^ed to call the attention 
ofthe House to the feet, that such a petition was 
presented at the last session, and referred to a com- 
mittee, whose report set forth that such an alteration 
would cause a dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. WINTHROP called the gentleman from 
Virginia to order, on the ground that it was not in 
order to debate the question. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE had no desire to debate the 
question; but simply to state a fact He then moved 
to lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, end 
they were ordered, and resulted thus: yeas 135, 
nays 51. 

¥£AB— Menit. Anliigton. Aihe, Atkinwn, Baily, Ktr- 
ringer, Benton, BidlMk, Edwaid J. Black. Juna* Btoek, 
BUckvell, BoTd, Btcogle, Brinkerhor, Brodhud, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, WUlism J. Brown, Bart, Ctldw^, 



CaipenUr, Jeremiah E. Cm, Sluipliord Cnj.Cuua, Ran- 
ben Clispnan, Aognstui A. Chapman, ChapMll, Chilton, 
Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Colot, Lullom, Dana, 
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Daaial, Oarrett DbtIi, Bichaid D. Davia, John W. Darii, 
Dawton, Dean, Deberrr, Delict, Doaglaia, Dromcoole, Dnn- 
can, Dnnlap, EUa, Farlee, Ftcklin, I>1«oeh, ITDller, Ooggln, 
Bvarn Orasn, OiMer, Hal*. Hanoibal Uamlln, Hsaunett, 
bialiOB, Haja, Hanick, Hopkina, Hooalon, Habord, Hub- 
bell, Hughea, Hnngaifoid, Jamea B. Hunt, Chailea J. Inffer- 
■oll. Cave Johnaon, Andrew Johoaon, Oaorga W. Jonea, 
Andisw Kennedy, KiApatrick, tabranolie, Leonard, Lneaa, 
MoCaoalen. Maolay, HeClanaad, BteConnoU. IMoDowell, 
McKay, Joseph Moiria, leaao £. Moras, Murphr. Nwirton, 
Iforria, Owen, Parawnter, Payne, Peyton, Follaek, EUaha 
K rotter, Eaeiy D. Potter, Pratt, SnU 8. Bdd, lledinf , 



Rallk, ' Bhett, Bllttr, KObaita, Bsdnay, BaMsll, St 
John, Baanla, Saoodara, Sohcnek, Santar, Tbomaa B> Isirh. 
moor, David L. Seymour, SUdell, JohnT Smith, Thodiit 
Smith, Robert Smith, Spence, Steenrod, Stephena, Mqi 
Slawart, Stnea, Jamas W. Stone, AMni P.SISM. 
Strong, Summen, Sykea, Taylor, Theamaaon, Tibbatte. 
Vanmeter, Wentworth, Wetbered, Beivjamin White, wQ- 
liama, W«odwaid, Yancay, and Yoit— 135. 

NATS— Meaara. Abbot, Adama, Andaraon, Baker, Bar* 
nard, Bnllngton, Carroll, Catlin, CoUamer, Craaaton, Shw 



dy, Preaton King, Daniel P. King, MeCleltand, MorirafaN, 
Marah, Edward J. Morria, Freeman H.Moiaa,Moaalyi Pstsf- 
aon, Ramaey, Robinaon, Rockwell, Rogeta, Sevaraaoe, 
Caleb B. Smith. TUden, Tyler, Vane*. ViatDn, WhaatOB, 
John White, Wlnlluop, and Joaeph A Wright— tl. 

So it was laid on the table. 

From Illinois: by Messrs. SMITH, WBMT- 
WORTH, and FICKLIN. 

Mr. SMITH asked leave to offer the foO^wing 
resolution: 

Kathtd, Tlittiha COnrktitta* of Ciaimabe, andhMlqr 
ia, initneted to iaqnire into the praprtstv sad «ai*<isaDy 
of making aoma adequate provision lor the relief of flic a*, 
meroni luifortunate sviTarera by the unpracedentad loodta 
the Miaaiaaippi river and aome of ita trlhntariaa, la thS 
montlia of June and July, IS44; and that aaidoosutilt**!*- 
port to tUa Uonae, at atyiarly day of thia aaaalon, by UU-or 
otherwise. 

After some oenveraation — 

Mr. DROMGOOLE otjected to the Mc«|)tiM^«r 
the resolution. 

Mi. SMITH moved a suspennon of the tutsfiu^ 
receive it 

The question was taken, and the Hoiven^Hed 
to suspend the rules. 

Peutions were further presented, as fiwows: 

From Missouri: by hfr. HUGHEa 

From Alabama: by Mescn. PA YNE; DBLLBT, 
and CHAPMAN. 

From lovra: by Mr. A. C. DODGE. 

He Territory of Honda baittg called, Mr. LEVY 

iMd leave to introduce aresolatwn iastmetiiig tbs 
Committee of Claims to inquire into the piopriMy «l 
reaorting a bill for the relief of citizens of Fkmdn 
whose property was destroyed by order of the mili- 
tary officer of the United States, at the town ot 
Miconopy and ehwwhere, in Florida. 

No geMsman objecting, the resolotioa vaa w 
oeived. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved to amend the res* 
olotion by appending thereto th« reeolutioB pi«n» 
rfiialy le ft^jM to byhim. „ . . 

Mr. LEVY hoped the rentleman woiila not ona- 
flowhis teSoiutionbyeddnigaitother. [A laugh.] 

The SPEAKER, after reflection, mled th« 
ameadetory resolution out of onier. 

The original r«8(Jution of Mr. Lbvt waa agreed 
to. 

Mr. HENRY DCdMSE gave notice to dieHona* 
that ha would ask leanre to introduce a bill "to gt«Rt 
a certain quantity of land to aid iu the impraveimMt 
of the Fox and Wisconsin rivets, and to oonnete tho 
same by a canal, in the Territory of Wiscoaun." 

The call of the States and Territoriea bvriog been 
completed — 

Mr. OWEN (having been absent from his seai at 
the coll of the State oflttdiana) on leave preMnlad 
a petition for a grant of land to aid in the comply 
tion of the Wabash and Erie canal; the refttsaee of 
which he moved to a sdect committee.' ' - 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, rwnarking that <herB«*» 
an <f>propriete stending committee, moved the ref> 
erenee to the Committee on Public Lends. 

The queation on the motion of Mr. Jobniqn (b^ 
higpnt in order) was taken and decided in the aa*- 
mative. 
So the petition was referred to the CoumittM>(n 

the Public Lands. .-..L- 

Measn. J. W. DAVIS, SAMPLE, and a DA- 
VIS on leave preiented petitions. ' 
Mr. SAMPLE asked and obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill for the relief of Alanson Phiney. 
HUDSON RIVER. 
Mr. BARNARD, asked leave tointrodueaa bffl 
to provide for continuing the improvements m IM 
navigetion of the Hudson river. 
Objections were heard from several quaitats. 
Mr. BARNARD, remarking that he merely aAed 
for the same indulgence that bad been granted, and 
that his object was merely to refer the bill to a 
oommiUee, (which would consume no time,) moved 
a suspension of the rales in order to intioducathe 

The question wa» taken, and decided in the affir- 

mativa. two-third* voting thesefoi^-ayes- W, npw io^ 

Mr. BARMABi) accordingly int(ad«eedtfc« nfNV 
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•Ml bill "to prorida for oooUnoiiig the improTe- 
nenta in the nATigationof the Hudson river," which 
WW twice read, and, on lua motion, referred to the 
Committee on Commeree. 

IU.INOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL. 
'. -Mr. WKNTWORTH aaked and obtained leave 
to in^oduce a bill to grant additional quantitiea of 
land to the State of lUmoia, to aid in the completion 
of the lHJn «i« and Michigan canal; and, on bis mo- 
tion, it was referred to the Committee on Public 
Land*. 

Hr.WELLER inquired of the Speaker if the 
Momiag hour had expired? 

The reply of the Spbaksk waa not underetood . 

Mr. W. moved that the House reaolve itself into 
Commtttseof the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. J. R. WOERSOIX wpaaled to the geaUe- 
mad from Ohio to withdraw his motion for a mo- 
Btent, to enable hbn to present a petition. 

Mr. DUNCAN expreased the hope that the 
House would not resolve itself into committee, until 
k'had firat dispoaed of the bill which had been re- 
' paftsd by the committee, and which was now on 
tte Speaker's table — ^viz: the bill relating to the time 
•f heU^the presidential election. 

Mr. C. J. INO£RS0LL hoped that the House 
would not go into eommittee, and he desired to say 
tint he was instructed by the Committee on Foreigti 
BetalioiM (of which committee Mr. C. J. I. is the 
chainnan)io rwort a bill on the subject of Texaa. 
' Mr. WeLLER withdrew nis motion. 

Reports from committees then being in order, 

THK AVFAIRS or KHODK ISLAND. 

The SPEAKER aanounoed that the pending 
borineaa was upon the report made at the last ses- 
^iaa of Congress, by Mr. Bdrke, from the select 
eommittee "to whom waa referred the meoiorial of 
Hm demoeiatic membeta of the legialature of Rhode 
iUaiid, nqueating, among other things, the Houae 
•f BepreaentatiTea to inatitute an inquiry into the 
&ct of the adoption of a constitution by the people 
•f Rhode laland, in Deoembor, 1841, and of its sup- 
Mcaaion by the then eTiating authorities of that 
Stale through the interfeienoe and ataiatanoe of the 
Preaident o( the United States; which report con- 
dvdea with a aeriea of resolutions. 
' Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to postpone the 
{»rth«r eonaideration of thia aubjact for half an. hour. 

Mr. W1NTHR0P raised the point of via 
whether this report, aa giving rise to debate, did not 
lie over wider tee rule; and whether it was not out 
of order, until the committiees had been called through, 
•ad aoco reporta received as gave rise to no debate. 

The SPEAKER waa undentood to overrule the 
paint of order; and, in reply to an inquiry by Mr. 
BfBSMtOD, to aay that if the subject were poa^ 
poned, aa propoaed, it would retain the stune preoe- 
■enca it now had over other buaineaa when it again 
came up. 

AAer aome oonveraation by several gentlemen, 
thequeation waa taken on the motion of Mr. Ik- 
••MOLt to poaoone the further consideration of 
the report for hiQf «n hour, and was decided in the 
•firmalive. 

Reports of committees were then called for, com- 
mencing with the Committee of Electiona. 

When the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roada were eallfd, 

POST RODTXS. 

Mr. HOPKINS observed that he had no report 
from that committee to nudte, but he would move 
that the biH on the subject of poet routes of the last 
session be reoommitted to tne Committee on the 
PMt Ofioe and Poat Roada, in order that members 
might have an opportunity of incorpomting in it 
■Qch naw poat rontea as they desired to have estab- 
liahed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ahkhdmxnt to the constitution. 

Mr. VINTON, from the Committee on theJo> 
dioiarv, offered a resolution to amend the conatitu- 
lien of the United States, in relation to theelectton 
of Preaidem and Vice President. 

OMeetions being made, the resolution was not re- 

ANNKXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affiurs, reported a joint resolution provid- 
ing fbr Ae annexation of Texas to the United 
Slatea. 

J^ rcaoltition ii u Mvfftt 



JOINT RESOLUTION for annexing Texas to the 
United States. 

Raotvtd ig At Stmie and Hotat <if Rmaentaliva 
qf the Unittd SlaUt m Cornea aaumbUd, That annex- 
ation and imion between the said United States and 
the republic of Texas take effect aa settled the twelfth 
of April last, in the following words, viz: 
"article I. 

"The republic of Texas, acting in conformity with 
the wishes of the people and every department of its 
government, cedes to the United States all its territo- 
ries, to be held by thera in full property and sove- 
reignty, and to be annexed to the said United States 
as one of their Territories, sublect to the same con- 
stitutional provisions with their other Territories. 
This cession includes aU public lots and squarea, 
vacant lauds, mines, minerals, salt lakes and springs, 
public edifices, fortifications, barracks, ports and 
harbors, navy and navy yards, docks, magazines, 
arms, armamenu, and accoutrements, archives and 
public documents, public funds, debts, taxes and 
dues unpaid at the time of the excange of the rati- 
fications of this treaty. 

"aeticle II. 

"The citizens of Texas shall be ineorpotated into 
the Union of the United States, maintained and pro- 
tected in the free enjoyment of their Uberty and 
property, and admitted, as soon as may be eonaiat- 
ent with the principlea of the federal conatitutioOj to 
the enjoyment of all the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities, of citizens of the United States. 
"aeticle hi. 

"All titles and claims to real estate, which are 
valid under the laws of Texas, shall be held to be so 
by the United States; and measures shall be adopted 
for the speedy adjudication of all unsettled claims 
to land, and patents shall be granted to those found 
to be valid. 

"artiolb IV. 

"The public lands hereby ceded shall be subject to 
the laws regulating the public lands in the other 
Territories of the tfnited States, as for as they may 
be applicable; subject, however, to such alterations 
and changes as Congress may from time to time 
think proper to make. It is understood between 
the parties that if, in consequence of the mode in 
which lands have been aurveyed in Tex^, or frpm 
pravioua grants or locations, the sixteenth section 
cannot be applied to the purpose of education, Con- 
gress shall make equal provision by grant of land 
elsewhere. And it is also farther understood that, 
hereafter, the books, papers, and documents of the 
General Land Office of Texas shall be deposited and 
kept at such place in Texas as the Confreas of the 
United States shall direct. 

"article v. 

"The United States assume and agree to pay the 
public debts and liabilities of Texas, however cre- 
ated, for which the faith or credit of her govern- 
ment may be bound at the time of the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty; which debta and lia- 
bilities are estimated not to exceed, in l)ie whole, 
ten millions of dollars, to be ascertained and paid in 
the manner hereinafter stated; 

"The payment of the sum of three hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars shall be mads at the treasury 
of the United Slates, within ninety days after the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treatv, ss fol- 
lows: Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars to 
Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, or his executors, 
ou the delivery of that amount of ten per cent, bonds 
of Texas; one hundred thousand dollars, ifao much 
be required, in the redemption of the exchequer bills 
which may be in circulation at the time of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treaty. For the 
payment of tlie remainder of the debts and liabilities 
of Texas, which, together with the amount already 
specified, shall not exceed ten million -i of dollars, the 
public landa herein ceded, and the net revenue from 
the same, are hereby pledged. 

"article ti. 
"In order to ascertain the full amount of the debts 
and liabilities herein assumed, and the legality and 
validity thereof, four commissioners shall be ap- 
pointed by the President of -the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, who 
shall meet at Washington, Texas, within the period 
of six months after .die exchange of the ratifications 
of this treaty, and may continue in session not ex- 
ceediitf twelve months, unless the Congress of the 
United Slates should prolong the time. They shall 



take an oath for die faitliful diacharse of their duties, 
and that they are not directly or indirectly interested 
in said claims at the time, and will not be 
durinf their continuenoa in office; and the said 
oath snail be recorded with their proceedings. In 
case of the death, sicknesli, or resignation of 
any of the commissioners, his or their place or 
placea may be applied by the appointment aa aibie- 
aaid, or by the Freaident of the United States da- 
ring the recess of the Senate. They, or a majority 
of uiem, shall be authorized, under such regulations 
as the Congress of the United States may pr^wribe, 
to hear, examine, and decide on all queationa touch- 
ing the legality and validity of .said claims, and 
shall, when a claim is allowed, issue a certificate to 
the claimant, elating the 



amount, distinguishine 
le certificates so issued 



shall be° numbered, and entry made of the number, 
the name of the person to whom issued, and the 
amount, in a book to be kept for that purpose. They 
shall transmit the records of their proceedings and 
the book in which the certificates are entered, with 
the vouchers and documents produced before them, 
relative to the claims allowed or rejected, to the 
Treasury Department of the United States, to be de- 
posited therein; and the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall, as soon aa practicable after the receipt of tlie 
same, ascertain the aggregate amount of the debta 
and liabilities allowed; and if the aome, when added 
to At amount to be paid to Frederick Dawson, and 
the sum which may be paid in the redemption of 
the exchequer bills, shall not exceed the estimated 
sum of ten millions of dollars, he shall, on thepFCsent- 
ationofacertificateof the commiasioners, issue, at the 
option of the holder, a new certificate for the amoun', 
distinguiahing principal from interest, and paya- 
ble to nim or order, out of the net proceed^ of the 
gublic lands hereby ceded, or stocks of the United 
tales, for the amount allowed, including principal 
and interest, and bearing an interest of three per 
cent per annum fhira the date thereof; which stock, 
ia addition to being made payable out of the net 
proceeda of the public lands hereby ceded, shall 
also be. receivable in payment for the same. In 
case the amount of the debts and liabilities flowed, 
with the sums aforeaaid to be paid to Frederick 
Dawson, and which may be paid m the redemption 
of the exchequer bills, shall exceed the aiim of 
ten millions of dollars, the said secretary, before 
issuing a new certificate,' or stoek, as tfaeoa^e may 
be, shall made in each case such proportionable and 
ratable deduction on its amount as to reduce the ag- 
gn^te to the said sum of ten millions of dollars; 
andhe shall have power to make all needful rules 
and refulalions necessary to carry into effect the 
power nereby vested in him. 

"article vii. 

"Until further provision shall be made, the laws 
of Texas, as now existine, shall remain in force, 
and all executive and judicial officers of Texas, 
except the President, Vice President, and heada of 
departments, shall retain their offices, with all power 
and authority appertaining thereto; and the courts 
of justice shall remain in all respects as now estab- 
lished and organized. 

"aticle vin. 

Immediately after the ratifications of this treaty, 
the President of the United Slatea, by and with tne 
advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint a 
commissioner, who shall proceed to Texas and ra- 
ceive the transfer of the territory thereof, and all 
the archives and public property, and other things 
herein conveyed, in the name of the United States. 
He shall exercise all executive authority in said 
territory neoeasary to the proper execution of the 
laws, until otherwise provided." 

Rttolvtd, That the said articles are hereby declared 
to be the fundamental law of union between Che said 
United States and Texas, so soon as the supreme 
authorities of the said republic of Texas shall agree 
to the same. And it sheill be the duty of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, so soon es he shall be of- 
ficially notified of such agreement on the part of 
Texas, to announce the same by proclamation. 

Raolttdjftalher, by the aullionty aToresaid, That 
it is understood and intended that whatever was 
stipulated to be done immediately, or at a fixed pe- 
riod after the exchange of the ratifications of the 
aforesaid compact, shall be done immediately, or in 
a like period after the supreme authoritiea of^ Texas 
shall have formally agreed to these resolutions. 

The resolution Iwing read, was ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. C. J. mGERSOLL, from the ««une com. 
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mittee, gave notice thst he would on Monday, the 
33d inetaDt, move to go into Committee of the 
Whole on this subject; and in the mean time, he 
, would move that it oe referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the<tate of the Union. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he did not rise to oppose 
unj obstacles to the course proposed by the Com- 
mitlee on Foreign Relations, out for the purpose of 
slating that the report was not adopted unanimously 
by that committee. There were some members 
who were opposed to that report; but as the majori- 
ty insisted on bringmg it into the House immediate- 
ly on its adoption, the minority bad no opportunity 
of presenting theur views in a counter report. . As it 
was, he would merely observe that he held the doc- 
trines contained in that report to be in violation of 
the constitution and laws, and rights of the States; 
and he believed, if carried into execution, they were 
eminently calculated to involve this country in an 
unjust and dishonorable war. He also held them 
to pe particululy objectionable on the question of 
slavery. 

The question was then put on the reference to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and. 

On motion by Mr. INGERSOLL, five thousand 
oopies of the report were ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. MURPHY: Tbn petitloa of EUta M. FoMId, pray- 
ing « pensioa in cooMquencc of thsdesthof beihaabaiid 
in tho naval Mrrice: ruaned to the Committee on Naval 
AAUn. 

By Mr. THOMAS H. SEYMOUR: The moinorlal of Bam- 
ael Colt, inventor of the wat«r]>roaf cartridge: referred to 
the Cemnittae on Militar; Aflkfra, The memorial of 8. R. 
OeoKe, of Baltimore, praving that oettain exceu of duty 
may Ce refhnded: referred to the Committee of Waya and 
Means. 

By Mr. DAWSON: The petition bom a great somber of 
the citixena of Louiaisna for the permanent locatioD of the 
snrveyor general'! olBce of that BUte at the town of Baton 
Ronge.aira for other purpoiei; referred to the Committee 
•n the Public Lands. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of E. W. Bnrgoyne, H. 
P. (MJnaa, and tOS othan, citiiani of Hamilton county, Ohio, 
praying Uiat the providoni of the peniion law, paaied Jane 
7, ins, may be extended io a< to embrace the caaes of the 
■arriving uldiart who aervad in the waatera armiei undar 
Oenaials Uarmer, St Clair, and Wayne: referred to the 
OOTBjaMae on Ravolntioimry PeosleirR > " 

Br Mr. i. W. DAVIS: The petition of Michael Riley and 
III others, citizana of Indiaiia,prayinga iprantofUndto 
assist the State of Indiana to complete the wabaA and Erie 
<^«ii«l to the Ohio river. The petition of Thomaa Shireliff 
and M other*, cltiuni ol Indiana, on the rame aabjact 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition or Phebe John and 
H othen, woman of PennsylTania, praying for the repeal 
of all law* of the United State* which in any manner aano- 
tion or *n*taia slavery. Two other petitions of the aame 
import. 

By Mr. E. J. MORRIS: Nine petitioni from citizen* of 
PhiMdelphia, praying an ezteniion of the natoraliiation 
lawa to 31 year*. A petition from citizen* of Fhiladel- 
phia, e*fcingan^propr£ation for tiie reconBtruction of the 
of the ahip^ag pier* at port Fenn, on the river Delaware, 
and for the boiUing of a light houae on the Brandy wine 



By Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of William Smith and 
other*, for extra allowance foraervica* in the exploring 
expedition: referred to the Committee on Naval AS'ain. 

By Mr. J. STEWART: The memorial and other paper* 
of Samuel Colt, aaUng Congreu to inquire into and teit the 
ntility of hi* water prool cartridge): referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Aflkir*, 

By Mr STETSON: The petition of the Ladle*' Union 
Benevolent Society of the city of Waahington, aoUciting the 
Boose of RepresentaUre* to give the reittte fuel provided 
for the Hou*e, fbr the o*e of the sick, indigent, and aestitute 

Cor of the city. The memorial of the stockholders of the 
e Faiaer*' and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, sollcit- 
iiv a renewal of their charter. The petition of the tmateea 
ofthe Farmers' Bank of Alexandria to revive tlia charter of 
the bank, together with a copy of the asiignment by the 
•tockholders nnder th^ act of Congress of Jane 17,1844. 
On Iwhalf of the Bank of MetropoUa, the opinion of Richard 
8. Cexe, esq., coaniellor at law, adviaing the corporation to 
organke and perpetuate itaelf a* a banking auociation, un- 
der the general laws of partnership: all which were referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of Eannal P. Oood- 
sell: reiiarred to the (^mmittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Br Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN: The petition of Lindsey 
MOstead to be allowed bounty land on account of military 
services. The petiUon of Benjamin HolUnawarth and oth- 
en, for land in lieu of their pre-emption*, lost by the location 
of Indian reaervations. The petition of Jacob Boyd, to have 
BMoey refunded paid bv him under a mistake, in the entry 
of a tract of land. On leave, Mr. C. introduced a bill for the 
relie^f Margaret RoUinsworth. .„_,,„ . 

BiVlr. J. E. CABY.ofNew York: The petiUon and pa- 
pen of Jamea 8. Campbell, praying compensation tor prop- 
erty of his Cather, Samuel Campbell, destroyed in the sei-- 
vice ofthe government in the revolutionary war: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: The petition of Jeremiah Moors, 
oL Detroit, adsainistrator of John Anderson, deceased: of 
Csthsttoe Knsgis, of Francis Cicote, and of Oojr Csrpentiii: 



referred to the Committee of Claims. The petition of 
Charles McKenzie: referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of George Easter, for a 
pension; referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
The petition of Andrew McLaughlin, The petition of 
George Singley. The petition of Francle-Savidson. The 
petition of Frederiok Chertman: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. SHKFIIERD CARY: The peUtion of Samuel A. 
Moses, with accompanying docomenta. relating to a claim 
upon the treasury: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HARPER: The peUtion of Jacob Addiaon, ef 
Muddngum county, Ohio, praying for an Increase of pen. 
sion: reierred to the Committee on Invalid Peiuion*. 

By Mr. PRATT: The following memorial, signed by Nel- 
son Hyde, and £7 other*: 

To tht htrumilt the Smalon mJ Rtpmtntatita <* At C*» 
gnm of at UnUti Statu: 

The nnderaigned medunic* of the town of CatsfclH, 
Greene ooualy. New York, and the members of the CatskBl 
Meohanicsl Society, respectfully represent that they have 
viewed with the highest gratification the introdnetion at 
the last session of Congress, by the Hon. Zadok Pratt, the 
member from this district, of a preamble and reaolution seU 
tin! forth tluit, "whereas, from the great difficulty in ascei^ 
taining for what invention* patent* nave i**ued, much time, 
labor, and expenses are incurred by persons in different sec- 
tions of the United States, in perfecting what they conoeived 
to be original patents; but which, upon application to the 

f stent omce, taay discover to have been already secured 
y others, thus discouraging them from future attempts to 
render service to the pnbUo, and reflect honor upon the 
country; and whereas the large aorplns of abont $10,MO 
annuity could be advaiktageoosly applied to the iMmitt* of 
the|aumeroui class of citizens, whose genio^eads to the 
discovery of new and useful Inventions, and to whose ad- 
vantage It is but reasonable that a portion of such surplus 
should be appUad, as an eneonragement to the devaloomtnt 
of their Ingenoity, aad the exercise of their skill: There- 
fore, 

'■R«soIi>«<, That the Committee on Patent* be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of aiaking the aeeeaaary appro- 
priation out ofthe patent fund to purchaaa an ample col- 
leotion of solenlific aad other necewary books, and to pro- 
vide for the publication and distribntion ofthe descriptions 
and drawings of the hiventions for which patents havi been 
granted," 9tc 

And your petitioners would speedily solicit the speedy 
action of Congress apon the resolution above reierred to, 
feeling confident that the advantages contemplated by its 
spirit would not only 1)0 highly important to the ingenious 
and skilful maohanio, but auo of aoandant and axteniive 
benefit to the whole people ofthe United State*. 

Referred b> the Committee on Patent*. 

By Mr. A, C. DODGE: The petition of Wm. J. A. 
Bradford, praying compensation for reporting deoiaioa* c« 
the suprame conrt of lows; which wa* referred to the COB- 
mittee of Claims. The petition of Josiah Scott, prayiag 
that he might be allowed to correct an erroneous land entry 
made byUm at the Dubuque land office. In Iowa: referred 
tothe CoaaoMa* aa FabUe Landa. - 

HOUSE OP RBPRESENTATIVEa 
Fridat, December 13, 1844. 

The minutes of yesterday having been read, 

The STETSOlN rose and stated that he voted 
yesterday ^under a mistake on a motion in relation 
to a memorial presented by the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. GinoiNcs] from Ashtabula, which pray- 
ed for such a change in the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States as would make the basis of representa- 
tion uniformly the free inhabit<uits ofthe country, 
or that the ammals of the free States might herep- 
resented as the slaves of the South were. Whem 
the petition was presented, he was writing; at his 
desk, and he voted in ignorance ofthe offensive char- 
acter of that petition, which, besides, EUSfected the 
question of an alteration of the constitution, which 
was very harmoniously settled at the list session, 
and which he would not now vote to disturb. He yes- 
terday voted in the negative on a motion to lay that 
petition on the table; but having discovered its char- 
acter, he now asked permission of the House to 
change that mistaken vote, and have it recorded in 
the ^Srmative. 

The House assented to the correcuon, and the 
vote was changed accordingly. 

The journal was then approved. 

ERRORS IN THE SIXTH CENSUS. 

The following is the select eemmittee appointed 
on the motion of Mr. An am* to consider the pe- 
tition from the Amertean Statistical Society in relv 
tion to errors in the sixth census: 

Means. Adams, Rbitt, Ravncb, Snucs, Ma- 
CLAT, Brbmgui, Fo«t»b, SasPBUD Cakt, and 
Caixb B. Smth. 

EXECUTIVE C0MMUNFCATI0H8. 

The SPEAKER announced that there were nu- 
merous communications on the Speaker^ tabl^ 
which, with the permission of the House, he would 
present. 

The following were accordingly read by the 
Clerk: 

A letter from the treasurer of the United Stales, 
trMsn^Uing, in panuuiof of UtWi copies of fiMmi** 



Willi the United States fur the tlurd and fourth 
quarters of 1843, and the first and second quarters, 
of 1844; which were kid upon the table, and ordatad 
to be printed. , 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transmittinf 
a report of the contingent expenses of that deparu. 
ment for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1844> in 
pursuance ofthe act of 26th August, 1842, and the 
2d section ofthe aa making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of government for the. 
year 1836; which letter and report were laid opoii 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter firom the Secretary of War, in aaawer to° 
a reaolution of the Houae of Representatives of the, 
10th of January last, callii^; for a plan or recom-. 
mendation iiv relation to the- reorganization and dis- 
cipline of the militia; which letter was referred to tha' 
Committee on^the MilitiI^ andordered to be printed. 
' A letter fiom the Secretary of State, communicap' 
ting, in pursuance of the act of the 2d March, 1799, ' 
anabetroctof all the returns firom collectors of ens-' 
toms of American seamen registered in each port of 
entry of the United States during the year ending 
September 30, 1844; whidi letter and abstracts ware 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of State, transiaitlii« 
statsmeata showing die number and designatioa <ni 
paasensen who have arrived in each coUeotioB die-, 
trict of the United States for the year ending 30th| 
September, 1844, in pursuance of the aa of 2d; 
March, 1819, regulating passenger ships and ves- 
sels; which letter and statements were ordered to b* 
laid upon the table, and to be printed. ' 

A letter from'the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting, in print, in obedience to the order of th« 
House of Representatives of the 30th December,' 
1791, a report of the reeeipts and expendhurss of the' 
United States for the half calendar year andiiw: 30th 
June, 1843; which letter and report were kno upon 
tlfs table. 

A letter from the Commissioner of IhjHic Bnad- 
ings, transmitting, in punuance of a retfolution of 
the House, copies of all contracts made in his oflia* 
since the first day of December last; which wars rs- 
fisrred to the Committee on the Public BuSdings and 
Grounds. ' 

A letter fltim the Secretary of War, traMmitting, 
in answer to a resolution of the House of the Tui 
June last, a report in relation to the snrviy Of Ihll 
harbor o»»CBpe Porpoise, in the Slat* </ H«di»J5 
wWthwere laid on the table, and otmti tdbe 
printed. 

Also, a series of resolutions (which we»» leeenM 
at the Stitte Department in October last) from Ae 
common council of New York, condolinj' with IW 
nation and the bereaved relatives, on the kws of 
those distinguished citizens who were kiHed on 
board the Pnnceton, on an excursion down the Po- 
tomac. 

ELECTION BILL. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved the House to take op hia 
bill to alter and regulate the Ume of holding the 
election of electors of President and Vice Presidsot 
of the United States, which bad been repprt^d t« 
the House from the Committee of the Whole on 
the State ofthe Union. 

Objeedon was made to the reoepuon of that nio- 
titm. , . , " 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a suspeiiBon of ttie rows 

for the reception of his motion; which wassgreedto. 

Mr. D. Mien renewed his motion to take up tha 

bill which he had specified; which was asaenU 

The SPEAKER stated that the first question Ml 
order was on concurring in the ameadofMBt of 
the Committee of the whole on the state of th* 
Union. 
Mr. DUNCAN moved the previous qne«tionj_ 
Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped the genfleman Oom 
Ohio would withdraw that moUon, ">d let ttj 
House take a vote on the amendment which tie ba* 

^ iStIdUNCAN replied that he did not wa^ this 
bill squeezed to death by the affection of tts friends, 
[laughter;] and hence he could not comply with the 
reouest of the gentleman from Vunnia. 

■file SPEJiiKER put the quesdon om seconanK 
the demand for the previous quesUon. 

Tellers were called for, and ordered, and ^""'i 
Roberts and WiUTHaop were appointed; and 
having taken the vote, they reported that 48 had 
votedin the affirmative, and 76 in thejiegnove. Bo 
there was not a second. ., , ^- .^ 

Mr. DROldOOOLE tlten eatd the q««rtioi> i» 
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tlOftti, 'Win ibt Rouae copcor In the amendment 

ft)ie Comtuitlea of the Whole? but he would sug- 
st thttt the Houn thould refuae to concur, and 
ua be would have an opportunity to present a aub- 
S" 'tut» which he had prepared for the bill of the gen- 
Binan from Ohio. That the House might under- 
5'uind what hia subatitute was, he would request 
fiat \l might be read at the Clerk's desk for the in- 
i^miation of tne House. 

['/The aOiendmeni proposed by Mr. Dhomgoole 
yria read U follows: , 

"Strike out all al'tnrthc word that,' it the end of the geo- 
ond line, »nd insert hereafter, in etch jmt, iji Which elect-* 
o.r» of President and Vice-1'reFident »re to be appointed by 
each State, the said electors; shall he chosen on one and the 
saine day throughout the United .Statea — to wit: on the flrit 
Tuesday next succeeding the tirst Monday in November. 
But nothing in this act shall be comtmed to prevent the le- 
gislatures of the leTcial States from pioridiiig for the ap- 
pnintment of electors on some other tubseqaeht day, in cue 
the eleetora, or any of them , in any State, (hall not be cho- 
aen at the time herein determined, or fornipplyiDgTaeanciea 
arising from any cause, or for subitituting elector! absent 
on the day prescribed for their attendance UJ meeting to giye 
their votes for President and Vice- President. 

'^Sec. a. Bf it further enacted. That all the pi«Tialona of 
the act entitled An act relative to tlie election of a Presi- 
dent and Vice-President o( the United Statea, and declaring 
the officer who shall act as Fresident in case of vacancy 
both in the offices of President and Vice-Prealdent,' 
approved March 1. 1793, and of the act ansplesientary to the 
aame, approved March '2(3, 1S04, now in force and not virta- 
ally repealed by this act, shall extend and apply to every 
election of a President and Vice-President of 'the United 
Katea.' " 

Mr. i>n.NCAN asked for the reading of the bill 
ma it had been reported firom the committee; which 
iNwraad accordingly. 

-. Mr. 1). would merely, remark that thia bill, aa it 
quae from the committee, was just as simple as it 
4iDuld be mad*. The amuidment (the adoption of 
which had placed the bill in this form) had been in- 
troduced to meet the views of several gentlemen 
who were deshoua that it should contain Uie simple 
IXOMaiUon of the election being held upon a certain 
TTWrn*^ day. The amendment now oroposed by 
i/m gantleman from Viisinia [Mr. Drohooolb] 
was precisely what the bill was as it passed the 
Committee of the Whole; but it also had two or 
three proriaions — the very provisions that gen- 
tleman had objected in the bill first intro- 
duced. He said there was no necessity for them at 
fill. The bill, as it had piused the committee, se- 
Mured the fxerciae of the lawa en the part of the 
Matoi in relation to the manner of electiona, to loan- 
vaaaiBg the votes, to makin? the returns, i&c. He 
W Williag that every gsndeman in the House, if 
. k verepoaaible, should have the exclusive honor of 
t)i9 introduction of this bill and of presenting it. 
He e^nd nothing about the honor, but the pnnci- 
Dle was what he desired to see established. There 
Iiad been a tendency on the part of the fiienda of 
this bill to hug it to death. He doubted not the 
■kill of the gentleman from Virginia in parliamentary 
Blatters; he would not have half his skill in parlia- 
' mentary malten for the best farm in Virginia, [a 
laagh;] for if he had, he should know nothing else. 
But, as he had remarked, he did not want the bill 
killed widi kindneaa; he believed the bill as it had 
passed pAsaed^ the Committee of the Whole was 
perfeclF---that it was an exercise of all the powers 
ooatfened upon them by the constitution upon the 
■abject, and no more; it repealed no laws at all, 
buteonidsfadof a simple naked proposition (o-fix a 
uniform day. He hoped it would be passed in its 
pfesoDt form. 

Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL obaerred that, between 
tke bill reported firom the committee and the sub- 
■litats ef the gentleman from Virginia, he had no 
fehoiee. He rose for the purpose of moving an 
•mendnent to the bill now under conaideration, if 
the bill was now open for amendment. 
- The SPEAKER remarked that it was. 
' ■ Ur. C. then moved to strike out the time pro- 
cmed by the bill, and to insert the 1st Monday in 
UeoMtber. 

The legtslatore of the State of South Carolina, he 
*>id, by Its eonatitutionalpro vision , met on the first 
Mon day in December. The electors of that State 
wtte dectad by her legialature; and consequently 
this biU, if passed, either compelled the legislature 
•f diMBtBle to hold an extra aeaaion, or would re- 
quire an alteration of the conatitution of that Stale to 
oonfer their election directly upon the people. The 
first Msstdav in December was aufficieody early to 
d«eid« the election; and he hoped the House would 
•ae fit to make this alteration in the time. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he had supposed the difiei^ 
~ batveen the propowdon of the gentleman fiom 



Virginia and the bill as reportedirom the Committee 
of the Whole, was the difference between tweedle 
dum and tweedle dee. But if gentlemen examined 
these two propositions, he believed they would find 
a real, substantial difference between them. It con- 
sisted in this: The bill of the gentleman from'Ohio, 
which bad been adopted in committee, contained the 
express provision that, if a State should have held its 
election upon the day named by this bill, and should 
fail to elect electors, then the legislature might, by 
law, appoint a subsequent day. The bill of uie gen- 
tleman from Virginia did not contain such a provis- 
ion — it simply said if there should be no election 
upon die day named, then the State might appoint a 
subsequent day for the election. Now, the difficul- 
ty was here: a State might not provide for choosing 
electors upon that day — it might refuse to do it— and 
then, by the very account of the gentleman from 
Virginia, she might come in and appoint electors up- 
a Subsequent day, and thua negaUve and nullify the 
law. The difference between the two billa, other 
than that now pointed out, was a mere matter of 
taste, and he did not deny that the gentleman from 
Virginia might have used more taste, and conformed 
his hill more closely to logical rules than the gentle- 
man from Ohio had done. But as a matter of prin- 
ciple he preferred the bill of the gentlenum from 
Ohio. 

The SPEAKER inquired if the gentleman from 
Virginia offered his proposition as an amendment to 
the bUl. 

Mr. DROMGKKtLE replied that hia impression 
had been that it would not be in order; but, as it 
now appeared that it was, he would move to amend 
the amendment reported by the committee, by stri- 
king out all after the word "that," and inserting 
what he had offered, [which is above given.] 

Mr. D. said he had no remarks to make in reply 
to the suggestions or the observations of the gentle- 
man fromMaine, [Mr. Hamlin,] or of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, about rhetoric, parliamentary skill, 
and all Uiat. It might pass for what it was worth 
with the House. There was one suggestion of the 
former gentleman with reference to which he wished 
to make a single remark, viz: that there was nothing 
in the bill imperative upon the States to hold their 
elections upon the day designated by the bill. It is 
(said Mr. D) as imperaUve as the constitution of 
the United Statea can make it. Imperative lan- 
guage used in the bill can add nothing to the 
obligations of the constitution of the United States. 
The constitution of the United States said that Con- 
gresa might determine the day of choosing electors. 
This bill determined it, and thua givea effect and 
vitality to that provision of the constitution; and it 
might as well be supposed that a State would not 
re^ird the injunction of the constitution imposing 
upon it any duty pertaining to the existence of this 
confederacy, as to suppose it in this case. He 
asked what the gentleman from Maine would pro- 
pose to do if the States should refuse to provide for 
the meeting of their electors at their capital on the 
first Wednesday in December, as the constitution 
required.' If the gentleman supposed cases alto- 
gether improbable, he might, perhaps, build argu- 
ments and draw conclusions therefrom; but argu- 
ments founded on extreme improbabilities should 
have no weight. 

With reference to the remark of the gentleman 
from Ohio, he had aa little pride of feeling about the 
matter as the gentleman himself, or as any other 
man. 

Mr. DUNCAN explained that he had not charged 
the eentleman with any such feeliue. He had in- 
tenMd merely to convey the idea that he himself 
had none. He could make more political capital 
by dissecting one political coon [laughter] than he 
could by twenty such bills. 

Mr. RHETT inquired if it wss now in order to 
move to refer the bill to a select committee. 
The SPEAKER replied that it was. 
Mr. RHETT said He would, then, make the mo- 
tion. He had understood the gentlenian from Ohio 
that it was the motion he [Mr. Ddhc an] intended to 
make when this bill came up in the House. He 
(Mr. R.) did not know the differences the gaatlemen 
were discussing, and he could not vote understand- 
iogly, either upon the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Virginia or the original bill. 

He would suggest another reason why he thought 
the bill ought to go to a committee. The gentle- 
man from Ohio, in taking into (pnaideration uie va- 
rious parts of the country, had not thought proper to 
make any reference to the State he represented. 
South Carolina, UAce the origin of the government, 



had thought proper to elect her electors in electing 
her legislature; the presidential election caine 
up in electing the legislature, and the legis- 
lature, the first Monday in December, pronounced 
the decision of the people with reference thereto. 
Other Stales had formerly pursued thia course. 
South Carolina had thought proper to adhere to it; 
they had found that form entirely congenial to the 
feelings of their people, and they did not desire that 
the arm of the eeneral government should be ex- 
tended to interfere with her policy or her rights. 
The gentleman from Virginia and the gentleman 
from Ohio had remarked, m objection to the propo- 
sition to which he now referred, that the firart "Wed- 
nesday in December was the time when the elector* 
counted out their votes; but that was a regulauon of 
Congress, and might be altered so as to coincide with 
this Taw, if it was so formed as to accommodate 
South Carolina. Now, as they had excepted Maine 
— as they had made provision for the manner of 
elections in Maine, and in the North — why not, in 
like manner, in South Carolina.' He took it for 
granted, as a settled principle, that there should be 
aslit^e legislative interference on the part of Ais 
government with the State governments as possible. 
He thought this bill had better be recommitted to a 
select committee: he did not desire to be on it. Tie 
presidential election was four years ahead: there 
was no special emergency now. At the last Con- 
gress there had been reason for the genLleman 
from Ohio to press it, in order to prevent 
the flagitious finuas from the transfer of votes from 
one State to another; but the presidential election 
was settled; we could have no more presidential 
elections, thank Ood, for four years to come. He 
therefore hoped gentlemen would allow time for the 
proper maturing and perfecting of this bill by a 
committee before they pressed the House to action 
upon it. 

Mr. BRENGLE remarked that he was decided- 
ly in favor of the passage of the bill. Although he 
had opposed it at the last session of Congress, it 
had hot ueen on account of any hostility to the biQ; 
on the contrary, he believed it eminently conforma- 
ble to the will of the people of the country. It 
was a meuure of great importance, proposing a 
very considerable change in trie highest election of 
ourcountry; and, in proportion to Its iniportance, it 
ought to be deliberately matured. Mr. B. ob)ected 
to the provision of the first section, authoricing the 
colleges ef electors, in case any vacancy occurred 
in their number, to supply such vacancy; and, in il- 
lustration of what he supposed might be ita detri- 
mental effect, he supposed that that New York 
were to elect eighteen eleclora of each political par- 
ty to conatitute its college, the two parties thua 
balancing each other therein. In case a vacancy 
occurred by death or otherwiae, it would enable the 
other party to fill the vacancy, and thua decide what 
ahoulu be the eliaracter of the electoral vote of that 
great State in contravention of the will of the people 
expressed in their election of equal numbere of elect- 
tors of both parties. This, he apprehended it would 
not be denied, would be at weu- with the spirit of our 
republican institutions. He proposed, in case of a 
vacancy occurring, to confer upon the legislature the 
power of filling it at its own discretion, whether by 
election by the people of the whole State, or of the 
particular district. The objection to holding an elec- 
tion over the State on the ground of expense, he 
thought was entirely invalid; in the case of the State 
he had referred to, that State, at the late election, 
had exercised a controlling influence over the ad- 
ministration of the government for four years to 
come; and the mere expense of holding an election 
in a State was a slight consideration in the decision 
of a matter of such momentous importance. In case 
the vacancy occurred so short a time previous to 
the meeting of the electoral college as to admit of 
being filled in no other manner, it might be done by 
the college themselves, but in such a case only. Al- 
though they all agreed as to the propriety of a law of 
this kind, there was a diversity of opinion in regaid 
to its precise provisions and oetails. He therefore 
hoped it would be allowed to go, as proposed, to a 
select committee. 

This bill had be«i committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House; yet, without feeling the slightest 
disrespect to that committee, he might say n was 
the worst possible committee in which to mRurcs 
bill. He preferred a committee even of but three 
membersj to the Committee of the Whole; for the 
whole history of legislation proved that a small 
committee was better than a large one for maturing 
and perfecting the details of any measure. H« 
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koped that the substitute of the gentleman fl-om 
ObiOj and the amendment of the gentleman fVom 
Virginia, toother with the Tarious suggestions pf 
fflembers, would be taken into consideration by a 
- select comniiltee, who would report such a bill as 
they eould all vote for with safety and confidence. 

Mr. HARALSON merely rose to reply to some 
of the mieations of the gentleman from Maryland, 

Sit. Brxkgle.] The gentleman asked why 
ere was such hot haste to pass this bill? and 
he would give him the best possible reason for 
it. We have (said Mr. H.) just come out of a 
presidential election; and both parties are charging 
each other with having committed great frauds, and 
both professed to be anxious to guard against them 
in ftatare. This was, therefore, the best possible 
tine to pass a bill of (his nature. By acting on the 
subject now, they would strike while the iron was 
hot, and legislate while they were in the humor for 
it As to the suggestions of the |;entleman from 
South Carolina, he had too high an opinion of the 
patriotism of that State to suppose they would re- 
gard any additional trouble that the ac^jmplishment 
of a general good would subject them to. He was 
informed, by his friend from New Hampshire near 
him, that his State was put to the additional trouble 
of calling her legislature together everyTour years, 
for the purpose of providing for the presidential 
election. South Carolina, therefore, was not the 
only State that would be put to some additional 
trouble; and he was assured that such was her pa- 
triotism, that she would not regard it. 

In relation to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia, and the report of the Committee of 
the Whole, he did not see any essential difference 
between them; but he saw clearly that a majority of 
that House were for passing some bill that would 
guard against these election frauds that had been so 
roudly complained of They should, therefore, 
without taking into view the convenience of any 
one State, legislate for the general good. The ques- 
tion was, whether they should conform their legis- 
lation to the convenience of a particular Slate or to 
the convenience of the whole; and he was for the 
latter. He was for passing this bill as speedily as 
pooible, for the purpose of preventing those frauds 
of which both parties complained. 

Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR, after a few re- 
marks, moved the previous question. 

lie SPEAKER observed that the amendment of 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Cahp- 
xll] was not in order, the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Dkohooole] having the 
pferarenefi. 

Mr. CAMPBELL b%ged leave to correct the 
Chair in point of fact. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia was not offered as an amend- 
ment, but merely as an argument, and as a proposi- 
tion that would be offered m case the substitute of 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dchcam} should be 
rejected. In this state of the case, he (Mr. C.) of- 
fered his amendment; and, after he had taken his 
seat, the gentleman from Virginia, on reconsidera- 
tion, offered his proposition as an amendment. 

Some conversation ensued between the CHAIR 
lad Messrs. DROMGOOLE and CAMPBELL, 
resulting in the decision that Mr. Campbell's 
, amendment was the first in order. 

Mr. DROMQOOLE asked his friend from New 
Tork [Mr Seymour] to withdrew his call for the 
previous question, in order that he might accommo- 
date the question of time with the gentleman from 
South Carolina, and thus have an opportunity of 
(ettin? in his amendment. That being settled, he 
would with pleasure go with him for the previoua 
question. 

Mr. SEYMOUR withdrew his call for the previ- 
ous question. 
Mr. HAMLIN renewed it. 
The question was then taken on seconding the 
call for the previous question, and decided in the 
negative, the count being taken by tellers — ayes 56, 
noes 71. 

The SPEAKER observed that the call for the 
|>revious question not being seconded, the first ques- 
tion would be on the motion of the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Rhett] to refer the whole sub- 
JMt to a select committee. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL observed that, in his 
opinion, the question was one not as to time, but as 
to method. He could not see what possible ob- 
jection there could be to sending this matter to a 
select committee; and as he wanted to go for it with 
oofidence, he would much prefer iti being there 
Bttared, before voting on it. The Houae, by a tuiaiii> 



mous vote, taken by yeas and nays, had showed its 
determination to pass this bill, and there could be no 
danger therefore in sending it to a committee, in 
order to have its details so perfected as to be satis- 
factory to all; and even as to the the tinte of passing 
it, he was confident that this course would hasten 
it. He entreated the gentleman from Ohio to let it 
be sent to a committee, as the safest and most ex- 
peditious mode of getting it thiough both Houses. 

Mr. RATHBtJN was iii favor of a reference, for 
the reasons he had heard stated, and one other rea- 
son which he would mention. The object of this 
bill was to guard against frauds in the elections of 
Presiilent and Vice President, by declaring that they 
shall all be held on the same day. But in doing 
this, they should avoid as much as possible interfer- 
ing with the legislation of the States, and to 
guard against giving them additional trouble. 
Now, the State of South Carolina having a different 
mode of appointing electors from the other States, 
viz: that of appointing them by the action of her 
legislature, there would be no propriety in the ap- 
plication of this law t-> hen and he would therefore 
gropose that the bill should be so limited and re- 
stricted, as to leave her out of its provisions until 
she may choose to conform her mode of electing 
eleclore t* that of the other States. Such an amend- 
nMnt to the bill, he thought, would get rid of all the 
difficulty in regaii to the State of South Carolina 
that had been suggested. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK observed that he was one of 
those who desired to see this bill pass immediately; • 
but he also desired to do it in a shape that would 
give general satisfaction to all the States, and 
particularly the States of South Carolina. One 

gentleman from that State proposed to change 
16 time of choosing the electors — a proposi- 
tion for which he could not give his vote. He 
could not vote to change the day to suit the conve- 
nience of one State; but if the gentleman would of- 
fer an amendment to exclude the State of South Car- 
olina from the provisions of the bill, he would vote 
for it 

An honomble gentleman near him had drawn up 
a proposition of this nature; and he would sugeeit 
to the gentleman who moved the amendment, that, 
if he would take that proposition, it would accom- 
plish the object he had in view, and he would vote 
for it 

Mr. MobLERNAND aaid that he regretted the 
controversy which had grown op on the question. 
There seemed to be sud> contrariety about the de- 
tails and paternity of the bill, that there was some 
doubt whether the bill would be passed at all at the 
present session. He was prepared to vote upon the 
bill at oaam and he honed the motion to refer to a 
select committee would not prevail. The subject 
had been much discussed at the last session. It was 
the first measure brought forward at the present 
session, and had, at the present session, undergone 
various amendments and extensive discussion. Tbe 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. DukcanI had taken it 
upon himself to examine, prepare, and mature the 
bill; and he was willing to take it on his judgment. 
The present was an auspicious period for passing it. 
We had just come out of a presidential elecUon in 
which all the bitter feelings of party had subsided. 
The country was in a calm, and the universal judg> 
ment was in favor of the bill. 

He would add a few remarks, in answer to those 
which had been thrown out by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Rathbuk] and the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Black.] They said the bill might 
be modifiol so as to accommodate the case of South 
Carolina. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Rhett] 
had proposed that the time for holding the elections of 
electors in the several States should be postponed 
until December. This change, it would be perceiv- 
ed, would operate very inconveniently to most of 
the States. In December the weather was generally 
very cold, and in many States would be so in- 
clement as to prevent a general turn-out of the peo- 
ple to the polls, which was very desirable — in fact 
necessary — to a full and fair expression of the pop- 
ular vote. 

Again! if a time was fixed by the bill for the 
meeting and voting of the electoral colleges, that 
time must be uniform in all the States. So, if an 
exception was made in favor of South Carolina as to 
the time of choosing electors, yet she would have to 
conform to the time prescribed for the election by 
the electoral colleges; otherwise, there would be a 
Don-eomplianee with the constitutioo. 



[Here Mr. McC. read fh»m the constitutiba tQ 
sustain this position.] 

He hoped, therennre, for these hasty and aonia- 
what incoherent reasons, that iminediate aetiofi 
would be had. ' 

Mr. PAYNE. When the proposition was tint 

Presented to refer this bill to a select commtttee, J 
ad no objection to the reference. But subsequent 
reflection has convinced me that the reference is unD»- 
cessary, for the object indicated by the gentlemaa 
from South Carolina [Mr. Campbell] and the got. 
tieman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Inoerioll.] 

The object of referring tnis biU, as indicated hf 
those gentlemen, is to change the day upon which tt 
is intended to hold the elecUon for electors for Pres- 
ident and Vice President of the United State*, fh)m 
the first Tatsdtty i^tr the Jirsl Monday in Novembeii 
the first Monday in December. 

To this change of (inu, there is, in my opinicn. 
insuperable objections. By existing laws, the ejec- 
tors for President and Vice President are leqaind to 
assemble on the first Wedatidm in Dteevdtr, an^ 
cast their votes for President ana Vice President qf 
she United States. If you fix the day for electing 
the electors on the Monday preceding the Wahutc^ 
upon which they are required to cast their votes fat 
President and Vice President, it is obvious the lav 
will defeat itself. 

After the electors have beeil chosen by Hm people, 
the returns have to be made fo the Secretary of 
State, which would require at least ten days in a 
State of ordinary size. Moreover, the executive has 
to issue his proclamation, designating the penonii 
chosen by the people as electors. Now, air, whit 
time is allowed for the working of all this machine- 
ry, if Congress should require the election to Mft 
holden on the first Monday in Decemberf One day 
only, sir, fVom Monday until Wednesday. It is, 
therefore, obvious that the election could not ba 
holden for want of time. 

Again, sir: the first Wednesday in December may 
sometimes come before the first Monday in Decem- 
ber. In that case, the law, as it now exists, would 
require the elector* to ca-st their votes for President 
and Vice President before themselves had been elect- 
ed by the people. In view of these facts, 1 shall not 
vote for the reference, for the reason indicated. 

Moreover, if Congress designates the first Mon- 
day in December upon which the electors shall be 
chosen hfr the people, this body will be practical- 
ly disfranchised, so far as the election of electors is 
concerned; because this body meew on the fitst 
Monday in December; and we should not be in our 
States, where we are alone ciiliiled to vote for elect- 
ors on the day of the election. Under any aspect of 
the case, it occure to me that the first Monday m 
December would be the worst day of all others for 
the election of electors by the people. 

Sir, there is one other considoation which I wfll 
mention, and which f\imishea, in my view, a reaiioto 
against the reference of this bill to a committee fyr 
the purpose of changing the day indicated in the 
bill, to tne first Monday in December. It is Aik: 
the same reasons which make it necessary to 
elect the presidential electors on the same day 
throughout the Union, apply with equal fores to Ike 
election of members of^ Congress. The induce 
ment for frauds upon the ballot-box i« about eqof 1 
in both cases; and the results upon the oountiy are 
alike important If the election for electors i« nol^ 
en on the same day throughout the Union, it is to 
be hoped that tlie Slate legislatures will, by law, 
adopt the same day for the election of members ef 
Congress. By doing this, frauds will be prevented in 
the election of memibers of Congress, as well aa in 
the election of electore. 

But if the day of holding this election be the day 
upon which Congress meets, the State legislatures 
cannot and will not adopt that day upon which the 
members of this body shall be elected. I therefore 
hope the bill will not be referred with the view of 
altering time. 

Mr. ELMER said it would be recollected th(it 
when this bill first came into this House he urgjsd its 
reference to a standing committee, for he bell<v<d 
then that such a reference was not only necessary, 
but that it would facilitate the object of its author. 
It, however, seemed to him now that it was not no- 
eessary at this time that it should be so referred. 
They had suggested amendments which had been 
adopted by the gentleman from Ohio; and if it should 
now go to a committee, it did not appear possible 
that the many conflicting opinions which Were ea- 
■ tertained could be reconciM but by the House k- 
self, by a direct vote. He did not think it practical 



Digitized by 



Google 



do 



CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



UttoiMtdOiA aleotionofelMtots on tlie grat Mon- 
day in December, and that the elector* should cast 
thtfir totes on the fintWedneeday. 

A&r. CAMPBLL said it was a mere proTision of 
law that the electors should meet on the fist Wed- 
neaday in Deceinberiaod an amendment could rea- 
dily be inoOTpoiated in this bill to change the day 
to the third Wednesday of December, or any other 
eoareoient day. 

Mr. ELMER said the gentleman from South 
Cartdina was undoubtedly right; but it appeared to 
him that it would be prudent not to fix a later day 
than that which the law now designated. His im- 
pression was, that it would be better to fix the eiec- 
tioiM yet earlier than they were; there were many 
teasoM for such a change; one, however, was, that 
that the agitadon generally commenced in the spring 
of the year, and it would be better to diminish 
rather than to extend the time during which such 
agitation would continue. With respect to the bill 
before the House, be did not altogether approve of 
Hat phraselogy in which was couched, but in sub- 
tance it was better Chan that suggested by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. He did not approve of so 
wide a latitude being ^ven to the State legislatures 
as would defeat the objects of the bill. If they fixed 
a day tt M, they ought to make it imperative; but 
wbaterer amendments were to be made, he hoped 
^e House would make at once, and not send the 
IhII to any committee. 

Mr. WINTHROP said that he would not now 
say anything of the merits of this bill; he was ready 
to vote for iiat any time, in any sliape. He certain- 
ly would rather take the measure of the gentleman 
mm Ohio, but he would take any measure; and the 
remarks which he should make would be of the 
course of proceeding in relation to this particular 
aubjeo. When, at the last session of Congress, 
this bill, or something like it, passed this House by a 
lam majority, there were a few who ventured to re- 
oora their names against the bill on the ground that 
it waa not maturely prepared, and also on the ground 
that it would be oppressive to several of the States, 
which would be put to the trouble and expense of 
calling together their legislatures to make provision 
to carry out that measure. The whig Senate, at 
that time, ventured to put their veto upon it, and 
■inca that time those senators and the few members 
in this House who had voted against the bill, had 
been much censured for the course they then took, 
' by the presses of the majority in that House. A 
W» tndaeau ago he had found in the oAcial or»n 
dfthis Houses reference to this matter; which, aiier 
nferring to the bill of the last session introduced by 
the genueman from Ohio, asks — 

"Hsw did whigerj treat this eAetnal biU for the preven- 
tion of the ipaciei of fraud* to wliieh we bavereferredl 
The whig memb«ri of the Houie of RepraientaUm gene. 

' rsDv voted for it; Iwcaaae they were lo uon to auwer to 
Uielr immediate'conatituent* thet thejr dared not vote sgainit 

, aUllso obaioiuV neoeiMry to put down a moit atrooiuua 

' and dangezoui f»ud in the election of a chief nagiitnte. 
But how did thii act fare with the whig m^ority in the' 
Seaatel Every whig aenstor voted againit the law for the 
anppicMion of the fiaud, while every democratic senator 
vatodforlt. 

"This show* conclusivelv that the whig lenatora were 
williin to take th« odium oiUoeniing thia ayatem of wall- 
Mgawsd and wideapread fraud, to avaQ themaelvea of it In 

. tlis election of Mr. Clay. They will now hardly venture to 
stand out againit public centiment, and relUie to repreu it 
bv pasaing the act atthii union rejected LyJ their votes 
alone at the lait" 

Well, this bill has been again introduced, but in a 
modified form; and it had Men considered day after 
day, until at last it had been discovered by that 

gortion of the House of which the paper from which 
• had read was the oigan— «nd he Was glad that 
the discovery had been made — that the bill did re- 
quire revision, and that it was expedient, for that 
purpoae, to refer it to a special committee — that it 
was rather dangerous lopass a snap-Judgment upon 
' it, and that it was regarded by South Carolina as 
dangerous in any way. Now he only hoped that 
these ftcts would be remembered in extenuation of 
the enormity ot the offence of those whig senators 
and members of this House who, at the last session, 
Tantured to record their negative against it. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he had not risen to say any- 
thing in relation to what might be called party pou- 
tie*, like the gentleman who had preceded him, in- 
asmuch as the proposition before the House was 
■imply the reference of this bill to a select committee. 
He, however, if he indulged at all in such remarks, 
■hOttld wish to say a word in justification of his 
friend who bad introduced this bill, and who was 
entitled to all the credit that would result from it. 
Pfiwh*(Ur. B.) ahottld toU (o reftr thia bill to • H 



■elect committee, for a reason which he had not yet 
heard stated; and that was, that it seemed to him 
the proviso at the end of the bill was calculated, aa 
he ieared, to defeat the object, the main object, with 
which the bill was introduced. It would provide that 
if any State should fail to elect On the day deeie- 
nated, then a subsequent election might be 
held, which held out inducements to defi»t an elec- 
tion by a division of votes amongst various candi- 
dates, and thus prevent the elections taking place, in 
fact, on one uniform dnr throughout the Union. 
Now, he was of opinion that the bill should be sent 
to a committee, to consider well whether that pro- 
viso was not calculated to defeat the object of the 
bUI. 

The SPEAKER then put the Question on the 
amendment of the gentleman .from South Carolina 
for the appointment of a committee of five, lo whom 
this bill should be committed. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays 
thereon; and they were ordered. 

The question upon referring to a select committee 
was taken, and resulted yeas 69, nays 131, as fol- 
lows: 

YGAS-Meina. Abbot, Aahe. BaUy, Baniard, Bidlack, 
Jamei Blaclc, Jamca A. Black, Brengle, Milton Brown, Wil* 
Uam J. Brown, Bufflngton, Burt, Campbell, Carroll, Catlin, 
Cauiin, ChappeU, CluUon, Clinch, Cobb, Collamer, Cran- 
aton, Daniel, Darragh, Garrett Davii, Debetry, Oellet, Fiah, 
Foiter, Fuller, Ooggin, Orider, Hale, Holmes, Hudaon, 
Waahiiigton Hunt, Cliarlea 4. IngeraoU, Joaeph R. lnger> 
aoll, Irvin, Parley B. Johnaon, John F. Kennedv, Daniel P. 
King, KitkpatricE, Maiah,Moaeley, Newton, Norria, Pey- 
ton, Charles M. Reed, Bhett, Rockwell, Rniaell, Saundeta, 
Schenck, Senter. Severance, Simpaon, Caleb B. Smith, Ste- 
phen!, Andrew Stewart, Summera, Tbomaaaon, Tyler, Van 
meter, Vinton, Wetheted, Woodward, and Yancey— 69. 

N AYS— Meaan. Adami, Anderaoa, Arrington, Atkiaion, 
Baker, Baninger, Benton, Edward J. Black, Blaokwell, 
Bower, BowUn, Boyd, Briakerhofl^ Brodbead, Aann V. 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bnike,<CaldwelI, Caipenter, Jere. 
miah E. Cary, Reuben Chapman, Auguitna A. Cliiapa»n, 
Clinton, Colea, CuUom, Dana, Richard D. Oavia, John W. 
Oarii, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Douglaai, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Dualap, EUis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Florence, 
Foot, F^nch, CHddiaga, Byram Oreen, Orinnell, Hannibal 
Hamlin, Haralaon, Hardin, Harper, Haya, Henley, Heniek, 
Hoge, Hopkini, Honaton, Huhard, Hubbell, Huaceiford, 
Jamea B. Hunt, Jameaon, Jenka, Cave Johnaon, Andrew 
Johnaon, George W. Jonea, Andrew Kennedy, Freaton 
King, labrancne, Leonard, Lueaa. Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McCaualen, Maday, McClelland, McClemand, McConneU, 
McDowell, Mcllvalne, McKay, Mathcwa, Edward J. Mor- 
tie, Joaeph Moreia, Iiaao E. Morae, Mniphy, Nea, Owea, 
Farmenter, Pateraon, Fayna, Pollock, Eliaha R. Potter, 
Emery D. Potter, Fntt, Purdy, Ramiey, Rayner, Relie, Rit- 
ter, Roberta, Robinaon, Rodney, Rogera, St John, Sample, 
TiaomM- H. aavaaow, Owrid t. > y m o B «t tlgiona, SUilaU, 
Albert Smith, J«ha T. SaOth, Thomas SnUthTBetert Saaith, 
Steenrod, Stelaoa, John Stewart, Stilea, Alfred P. Stone, 
Sykea, Taylor, Tibbatti, Vance, Weller, Wantworth, 
Wheaton, John 'Vnute, Beqiamin White, Willlami, Win- 
throp, William Wright, Joaeph A. Wright, sad Yoat— 131. 



Mr. CAMPBELL, in order, as he said, gen- 
erally to meet the views of the House, juiodified his 
amendment so as to provide as follows: 

JVan'dad, That nothing herein contained iball apply to 
any State where tha eleetioni of Preaident and Vice Preai. 
dent are^ww ehoien by ita legialature, until auch time ai 
auoh State ahall give the election of electora of Preai- 
dent and Vice Preaident to the people. 

Mr. C. said he had but one remark to make. In 
reply to the gentleman from Illinois, (undentood 
to refer to Mr. Dovglaii,) he read the provision of 
the constitution on this point: 

■■Tbe Congreaa may determine the time of rhooaing the 
ekwtora, and the day on wtiich they ahall give their Totea, 
which day ahall be the aame throughout the United Statei." 

And he remarked that there waa nothing in his 
amendment conflicting with this requirement of the 
constitution — the day which waa made uniform 
throughout the States, not being the day of choos- 
ing the electors, but of their giving their votes. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE regretted that it was not in 
his power to concur with the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Caupbell] upon this proposition. 
If there were no constitutional impediment in the 
way, he could not vote for a proposition which ex- 
cepted any State from the operaUon of a law which 
he believed good policy and the security of the 
piirity of our elections required. The constitution 
said, that "Congress may determine the lime of 
choosine the electors." A portion of the electors, or 
all the dectors of the United States? If any Slate 
was excepted, that now elected its electors by legis- 
lature, did this bill determine "the lime" of choosing 
the electors.' Certainly it did not. But the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, he feared, would produce 
a discussion here if he pressed his amendment, 
which he (Mr. D.) wished to see avoided; that was, 
whether the election of electors by any State waa in 
Act in punuance and acoordaaee with (he proper 



meaning of the conatitotion. It was known thmt 

many entertained doubts concerning it. 
_ Mr. D. did not desire to have this House involved, 
either directly or indirectly, in the decision of thmt 
question. He did not raise any question about the 
validity of the electora thus chosen. But it vrould 
be perceived at once that those who voted for the 
proposition of the gentleman from South Otrolina 
declared indirectly that, in their opinion, the dection 
of electors by the legislature was a fair interpreta- 
tion of the conatitution. Mr. D. inclined to the con- 
trary opinion; but, aa be had said, he desired the 
House to avoid this knotty question, and amply to 
"determine the time of choosing the electors" — Uus 
electors of all the States, not excepting South Caro- 
lina. If they accommodated South Osrolina, (and 
he would go as far as he could consistently to do 
so.) how could they refuse any gentleman ^rho 
asked that his State be excepted uom the opera- 
tion? They would thus virtually defeat the great 
object of the bill, which was to have the election of 
electoia on the aame day throughout the United 
States. 

Mr. RHETT observed, if the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Dbomgoole] were to pat in practice 
the argument be had advanced, he did not know^ 
how he could avoid voting against his own bill. In 
that (certamly in the bill of the gentleman iroaa 
Ohio) there was a provision under whidt 
not a State in this Umon could be comp^ed 
to vote on any particular day — a provision, in caae 
the election were not held on the day designated, that 
the legislature should provide for the election being 
held and consummated thereafter. Where, then, waa 
the gentleman's argument in reference to the word 
"time?" The bill, as it lay on their table, might paaa, 
and not a single Slate in the Union elect tbeir elec- 
tors on the day designated. 

But the other argument, and that which lay nearest 
the gentleman's heart, was that the form of Scrath 
Carolina for electing electora was unconstitutional. 
Virginia had begun that way, and so had almost 
every State in the Union. The framers of the con- 
stitution, then fresh from the convention — the peo- 
ple, thev who ought to underatand their own huidi- 
work — nad adopted this system of electing by legia- 
lature aa the best mode; and now they were to be 
told, at thia late time of day, because others had 
chosen to chanee, and they had not, that they, 
forsooth, under the new lighta of modem time*, had 
all along been acting unconstitutionally— that South 
Carolina had given unconstitutional votes. Wms 
that the argument? 

If there were any States-rigfata men here, they 
would be chary how they undertook to force a 
State. Both branches of Cengrras, a short tiae 
since, had pasaeda law implicated in thia very clause 
of the constitution, declaring that all the Statea 
ahould be districted for the election of members of 
Congress. What had then been the opinion of Vii» 

S'nia and of the gentleman himself? Why, that the 
w was null and void. And when the membera 
elected in violation of this law came up here, had 
not the gentleman and many others taken the high 
ground that a sovereign Slate was not to obey uie 
mandate of Congress and had they not admitted 
the members so elected? And are these the men 
(said Mr. R.) now to turn short round, and say 
that, because South Carolina had been exercising 
her right erroneously, she is not to be an excep- 
tion, but is to be compelled to conform to the mooe 
the other Statea have seen fit to adopt? That excep- 
tions may be made in favor of Maine — in favor of 

the North — but, as for South Carolina, she is 

Sir, 1 will say no more. 

Mr. ELMER referred to and explained the pro- 
vision of the constilution, and said there was no 
constitutional objection lo their adoption of the pro- 
posed amendment; and he did not see why in prin- 
ciples they should not allow any of the States, 
whose laws now authorized their choice of electora 
by the legislature; or who should hereafter make 
such enactment*, to do it at any day they pleased, 
because their choice did not include the evifsought 
to be remedied. 

Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT said, if there waa 
any force in the argument used for excepting South 
Carolina, it seemed to him it «'a9 sufficient ground 
for rejecting the bill. The object of the measure be- 
fore the House was to secure uniformity in the ele<'- 
tion of electors of president and Vice President of 
the United Statea. ' Now it must have been perfectly 
well known on the part of the mover of this bill, that 
it would compel new >egulaiions on the part of the 
)3l(tt«a. In another State beside South C«roiiQ«>* 
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Michigan, if he was correctly informed — it would 
be necessary to amend their constitution if this law 
WIS passed. He would respect the soTereignty of 
Soutn Carolina in the same manner as of any State 
of the confederacy; but this was an exercise of a 
power coextensive with the Union itself; and if they 
assumed its exercise they must embrace every State 
in the confederacy, or the power was not exercisd in 
the sense the constitution intended. He concurred 
entirely with the views of the gentleman from Yii^ 
giiiia, [Mr. Dkomgoole,] and he trusted the propo- 
sition to except South Carolina would not fino favor 
with the House, as it would frustrate the great de- 
sign of the bill, and as the people of South Ceuvlina 
themselves, he believed, did not desire to be made an 
exception to a law whicli operated on all the other 
States. 

Mr. HALE observed that, exceptions having 
been made in favor of these States' that require a 
majority vote to elect their electors, he for one, as a 
representative of one of the States thus situated, 
was contented to go further, and make an exception 
in &vor of the Slate that chooses her electors by her 
legislature. In reply to a suggestion thrown out by 
one of the gentlemen who took part in the debate, 
he would OMerve that, if this bill was to be modifi- 
ed so as to compel the States to choose their electors 
by less than a majority, they would attempt to do 
what the constitution did not authorize. The con- 
stitation simply gave to Congress the power in ref- 
erence as to time. Believing that this subject had 
already been sufficiently discussed, he called for the 
previous question. 

The (juestion being put on seconding the call for 
thsprevious question, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive— ayta 84, noes not counted. 
The nuun miestion was then ordered; and 
The SPEAKER stated that it would be first on 
the amendment of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Camtbell.] 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the vote being taken, re- 
solled — yeas 52, nays 141, as follows: 

YEAS— Meisn. Arrington, Bail/, Bldlack, UwanI 3. 
Bbek, Junei A. Black. Bower, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Campbell, Reuben Chap, 
■an. Chappell, CoV.b, CranJton, Daniel, Dawson, Duncan, 
Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Hale, Hammett, Herrick. Holmei, 
Boge, Houiton, Kughei, Charles J. Ingenoll, Jameson, 
C^ve Joknson, Andrew Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, La- 
bnuiohe, Lumpkin, Norris, Owen, Payne, Peltit, Eli'ika R. 
Potter, Reding, Rliett, Roberts, Saunders, Simpson, Ste- 
phens, Sykes, Taylor, tt'entworth, Woodwg;a,. ^ and 

NAYS— Messn. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baksr, Bairin- 
gct, Barnard, Benton, James Blaek, Blackwell, Boyd, Bren- 
sle, Brinkerholf, Jcreminh Brown, Buflington, Caldwell, 
Catipenter, Jeremiah K. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Angustun A. 
Chapman, Chilton, Clinclr, Clingman, Coles, Collamcr, Cnl- 
lOB, Dana, Darragh, Oajrett Davis, Richanl'D. Davis, John 
W. Davia, Dean, Debcrry, Dellet, Dickey, Dillingham, 
Dromgoole. Dunlap, Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster. French, 
Knller, Olddings, Uottgin, Byram Green, Orinnell, Orider, 
U. Haqilin, Hanlen. Harper, Hays, Henley, Hopkins, Hubard, 
Hnbbell, Hndaon, Hongerford, Washington Hunt, Jaioaes B. 



Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B- Johnson, 
O. W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
Leonard, Lucas, Lyon, .McCausiin, MacTay, McClelland, 
BleClernard, Mc(;onneU, Mcllraine, McKay, Marsh, Edward 
Joy Morris, Joseph Morris, F. H. Morse, Moselcy, Murphy, 
Nes, Newton, Parmenler, Patenon, Peyton, Pnsrnix, Pol- 
lock, E. D. Fetter, Pratt, Preston. Pnrdy, Ramsey, Rayner, D. 
8.Seid, Relfe, Hitter, Rockwell. Rodney, RogerT. Russell, 
St Johii, Semple, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. 
Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Slidell. John T. Smith, 
Robert Smith', Stecnrod, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John 
Stewart. Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone. Strong, 
SMoers. Thomasion, Tibbatis, Trier, Vance Vanracter, 
Tlnton, Welter, Wethrred, Wheaton," John White, Bei\jamin 
Whii>, WUliaros. Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. 
Wright,and Yost— 141. ' 

So the amendment of Mr. Campbell was re- 
jected. 

The question was then put on the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee of the Whole, and deci- 
ded in the affirmative without a division. 

The question was then slated to be on the en- 
grossment of the bill for a third reading. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays; 
when 

The House adjourned over to Monday next. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporter by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. HUBBELL: The petition of Oen. A. V. Knicker- 
|)acker,and912 othercitizensofStenbencounty, New York, 
iafSTorof the reduction of letter postage: referred to the 
CamnKtee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

ByMr.TIBBATTS: The^peUtionofCaptaln William Stnb- 
NeieU, of Mason county. Kentucky, preying that a pension 
Bay be granted to him on account of services in the Indian 
«n, from 1791 to 1794: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
Mipiuy Cliint. 



By Mr STETSON: The memorial of the trustees of the 
Bajik of Potomac, Alexandria, D. C, asking for a oharter; 
with the printed proceedinga of the corporation, assigning 
itselfectsto trustees, and the opinion of R. S. Coxe, esq., 
advising the trustees to continue their l>ank]ng operations 
after the espiruion of their charter, under the common-law 
lightsofpartaarahip associations: referred to the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. J. B. HUNT: The petition of Chester Parish, of 
Oakland county, Michigan, (or arrears of penalon: retismd 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RITTER: The petition from Mkhael Spaly, for an 
increase of pension. Petition from the heirs of Henry Loby, 
deceased fbr a balance of pension alleded to be due them. 
Petition n-om Christina Oehret, for a pension under the act 
of4lhJuly, 183«. 

Br Mr. WILLIAM WRIGHT: The peHtion of Samuel 
Coll, on the subject of his convention of the water.proof 
cartridge: referred to the Committee on the Militia. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Lemuel Moody, of 
Portland, MaiiM*, for a pension. Also, the petition of Jane 
Percy, and others, children of William Stanwood, praying 
for a pension in consideration of the services of their lather 
in the warofUie revolution. 

By Mr. HUB ARD: The petition of Mary Perry, and others, 
heirsof John Donnel, for a revolutionary pension. Also, 
the memorial ofWm. Vice, for a revolutionary pension; 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Bv. Mr. J. W. STONE: The petition o( Sally Cardwell, 
asking a pension: referred to the Committee of Revolntion- 
anr Pensions. 

By Mr. FISH: The memorial of officers at Fort Columbu^ 
andof 193 citizens, praying an appropriation for the erec. 
tion of a building at Fort Columbus to receiA-e the assem. 
bled garrison, and to accommodate the schools provided by 
the regulations. The petition of William Simpson, for com- 
pensation for damages done by troops in tne year 1814. 
The petition of certain publishers and editors, praying that 
deputy postroasterti maybe allowed to frank letters con* 
tajning subscription money to newspapers, magazines, i/uz. 
The petition of William Depeus, for a reduction of the 
duties imposed on Canary wine by the tariff act of 1813. 
The petition of Mary Martin, late of New York, formerly 
Mary Lindsay, praying compensation for a negro man cap- 
tured by the British during the last war. Tne petitiou nf 
Eliza Trenchard, and 13 others, widows of officers of the 
navy, praying that provision be made to restore to the nary 
pension nindthe amount lost by depreciation, or other 
causes. 



IN SENATE. 
MoKDAT, December 16, 1844. 

The PRESIDENTpro. tern. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report from the Secretary of State, made agree- 
ably to act of 2d March, 1799, accompanied by 
abstracts of American seamen registered in each port 
of entry of the United States, from Oct. 1, 1843, to 
Sept. 30, 1844. 

Also a report from the Secretary of State, made 
agreeably tq law, showing the number and designa- 
tion of ths ■■a»«ng«r» who haw arrivesHn eneh e«t- 
lection dtstflct of the United States during the three 
first quarters of the year 1843, and the year com- 
mencing Oct. 1, 1843, and ending Sept. 30, 1844; 
which, 

On motion by Mi. HUNTINGTON, were sever- 
ally ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. FOOTER of Tennessee presented a petition 
from Thomas Cowperthwaite & Co., booksellers of 
the city of Philadelphia, praying the aid of govern- 
ment m the publication of the reports of the decis- 
ions of the Supreme Court of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a'petition from Thos. 
Dyer, Joseph Elwell, and Lewis Ridlen, seamen on 
brard the United States ship "Adams," praying 
compensation for loss of their property by the des- 
truction of that ship in the year 1814. 

Also the petition of Nathaniel Phillips, a seaman 
on board of the United States ship Adams, praying 
a pension for injuries received in the discbarge of 
his duty, and compensation for loss of his property 
by the destruction of that vessel in the year 1814; 
which were severally referred to the Committee on 
Naval Aflab*. 

On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, the petition of 
Joseph Yeazie, praying for a pension, was ordered 
to be taken from the files, and, with the additional 
documents in support of the claim he then presented, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. POSITER of New York, it 
was ordered that the petition of William Henson 
for a pension, be taken from the files, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from the 
trustees of the bank of Potomac, praying for a re- 
newal of their charter referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MILLER gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for grading 
square 949, betongiog to the United Slates, in Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. BAYABP pnaented ■ meroorial ftow sod- 



dry citizens of Ddaware, pnijnng tint the piMi •! 
Fort Penn and Reedy Island may be repaired; utd 
that the light-house on Brandywine shoal, in dw 
Delaware river, may be completed: r efe r wd U> th« 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from the tma- 
tees of the Farmer's bank of Alexandria, praying 
for a renewal of their charten referred to the C!om- 
mittee on the District of Coltunbia. 

Also presented a petition from Oeonie Taylor, 
praying indemnity for l oesei sustained by Fieodlt 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of the city and county of St. Louis, praying 
for an appropriation for the improvement of that 
harbor referred to the Committee on Commatee. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, it was ordered that 
the petition and papers of Dr. McFarland, of New 
Orleans, be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition firoan 
Henry Williams, of Baltimore, praying that a draft 
of James Reeside, a contractor for transporting the 
mail, and accepted by the Post Office Department, 
may be protected and paid out of any money Con* 
gress may appropriate on behalf of Mary Reeside, 
the widow and administratrix of the last wSH and 
testament of James Reeside: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. STURGEON presented aereral memoriala 
from citizens of the city and eounty of Philaddphia, 
praying that the piers at Port Penn and Reedy isl- 
and may be put in repair by the government, and 
the light house on Brandywine shoals may be eom- 
pleled: referred to the Committee-oif Commerce. ' 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a petition from 
Joshua Shaw, praying compensation for his inven- 
tion of copper caps and percussion looks forameA 
arms, and locks and primers for eaimon, and which 
the United States have appropriated to its own OM 
without compensalion, andin viohition of its pledges: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York gave notice that he 
would to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of the sureties of Samuel Swartwout, late 
collector of the port of New York. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was ordered that 
the memorial of Calvin Emery be taken from the 
files and referred to the Cpmmittee on Patents. 
' Also pMaenled a petition from Mm> VHf, Ihii 
widow of General Pike, late ef the United State* 
army, prayipg for a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Thomas 
Smith, praying for the tepayment of a fine imposed 
on him for an alleged violauon of the revenue laws; 
which was refarreidto the Committee on Commane. 

On motion by Mr. PORTER, the memorial ef 
the board of internal improvement of Michigan, 
praying for a remission of duties on certain railnaa 
iron, was order«l to be taken froih the files and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, on his motion, it was ordered that the m^ 
morial of the citizens of Michigan, praying that juris- 
diction in admiralty may be conferred on Mend 
courts upon the waters of the northwestern lakes, 
be taken from the files, and referred to the Commilr 
tee on the Judiciary. , 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petitioti from citi- 
zens of Oregon, praying for the estaUiahment pf 
certain mail routes in that territory: referred to tiie 
Committee on the Poet Office and Post Rosds. 

Mr. BREESE gave notice that he would toHHor- 
row aak leave to introduce a bill relingaishing 10 
the State of Illinois the right to tax lands sold fajr 
the United States in that State, from and after t£« 
day of sale. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from the 
city council of the city of St. Louis, praying for an 
appropriation for the improvement or preservation 
of the harbor of that city: referred to the Comimttea 
on Commerce. _ . . . 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, it was wder^ 
that the resolutions of the legislature of Marylaiid, 
asking Congress to make the bridges across tba 
eastern brondi of the Potomac free bridges, be taken 
from the files, and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, it was ordered 
that there be pnnted, for the use of the Post Office 
Department, one thousand copies extra of the rq>ort 
of the Foftmaster General, and the papers and docn- 
meBia twMWoicd tltnewit)^ fonunnnioatad to m 
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SeiMt»by theJ>r«aidcDt of th* United Statea at the 
eommettoement of the pwent ■eee in n. 
. Itfr. BAOBY, on lewe, introduced a- bill fiw the 
relief of Walker, Kinkle, and Caruthen; vhiok was 
twice read, and' referred to the Committee on the 
PMt Office and Poet Roads. 

' Mr. PEARCE, on leare, introduced a bill con* 
firming and assenting to an act of the leeialature of 
Viiifinia, entitled an "act forther to amend an act in- 
aorpmatinf the Chaaa|>eaki and Ohio Canal eompa- 
•Bjr^' which was twice read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. WOODBURY introduced, on leaTe, a bUl for 
the rriief of William Russell and others; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on Corn- 



Mr. BERRIEN, firom the Committee oo the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of Mary Reeside, 
■eacseulrix of the last will and testament of James 
Seeaide, deceased; which was read, and ordered to a 
Mcond reading. 

Also reported back, from the sane committee, 
without amendment, the bill to settle the title to the 
. Pea Patch island, in the rirer Delaware. 

Also reported back, from the same committee, 
without aaiendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do pass, the bill changing the time of holding 
-Ihe federal courts in the State of Kentucky. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the previous 

orders of the day were postponed, and the bill was 

. taken up and considered as in committee of the 

whple, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 

■ grosMd for a third reading. 

- Mr. BENTON introduced, on leave, a joint reso- 

latiDn for the relief of Bent, St. Vrain, & Co.; which 

«M Bead twice, and committed. 

Mr. BREESE, on leave, introduced a bill to es- 
tritliah the collection district of Chicago; which was 
iMd twice, and reibrred to the Committee on Com- 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Committee on the 
Library, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
.' to establish the Smithsonian Institution for the in- 
crease and diffusion of knowledge among men. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
introduced a Joint resolution explanatory of the act 
Making appropriation for the pavment of revolu- 
tionary and other pensionera for the fiscal year end- 
ings 9lnh Jime, 1845; which was read, and Ordered 
*to a tedond reading. 

Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
'laUe: 

itnhtei. That the Conuntttce on Indian AlUra b« in- 
■tmctad to inquire into (he expedieaey of ceuiing to be 
Mssad by, orander the diTection of, the Secretary of War, 
urtte uw of the Senate, a (lateinent axhibitlBg a trae hii- 
•017 of the relation between the United Statea wid the lere- 
lal Indian nationa, from the revolutionary war down to the 
axtineiioa of the Indian tltlei eartwardofUMMimiialppL 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the ta- 
ble, viz: 

Stmlvtd, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to Inquire into the expediency of providing fi>r the allow- 
aoee of diawbaek upon foreirn merchandlae exported In tka 
eiMaal packsgea to Chihuahua and Bants Fe, la Mexico, 
ailEer by tha route of the Ariuuuaa river, through Van Bn- 
ren, or by the route of the Red river, through Fulton, or by 
tha oreilasd route throach Jackaon eonaty, in the State of 
Mlsaeurii andtothe Britlah North AmeiicaiiBroviiiceaad- 
Jaiaing the United Statei. 

THK NATORAUZATION LAWS. 
The resolution introduced bv Mr. Jornsok on 
Wednesday last, came up in order, and was modi- 
fied by the mover to read as follows: 

Rttohti, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
atnicted to inquire into the expediency of modifyijigthe 
uaturalixatlon lawi of the United State* >o ai to eitend the 
time allowed to enable foreiirnen to become citizeDi;to 
reqain-gractor guard* ecainat fraud io the alepa to bo taken 
in procuring naturalization papen; and to prevent, ai &r 
ea practicable, fraud and violence at elecliona, and to pro- 
hibit the introduction of foreign convieta into the United 



Mr. JOHNSON observed that the fheilitiea with 
which foreigners had been naturalized within the 
bat few years, the perjuries committed in effecting 

' the object, and the fraud and violence by which our 
elections had i>een controlled, all prove the necessity 
of an immediate change in the naturalization laws of 
die United States; and that public sentiment every- 

- 'Where ealled loudly for prompt action upon the suo- 
Jeet, Aen conld be no doubt. He remarked that, 

' from information derived from the most re s pe cta ble 
foorees, it appears that thousands of foreigners were 



naturalized and permitted to vote in some of the 
large cities at the late presidential election within a 
fhw weeks after they had reached our shores; that 
in the city of New York alone, upwards of 3,000 
foreigners had been metamoqihoaed into American 
citizens a few days before the said election; and 
that, in effecting the dirty purpose, the most enor- 
mous frauds bad been perpetrated ; that a com- 
mittee of vigilance in Philadelphia, composed of re- 
spectable men, had reported that, in a single ward 
of that dly, 305 votes bad been taken in the late 
election, and that not one of the men who gave the 
votes was to be found in the ward ten days after 
the election. It is, indeed, a lamentable fact, said 
Mr. J., tliat most of the forsigners who emigrate to 
this cotmtry are profoundly ignorant of the nature 
of our government and of its political institations, 
■and are mere instruments in the hands of designing 
men, to be used at elections for the moat corrupt pur- 
poses. They control our elections and participate 
u the mobs and riots which disgrace the country- 
Mr. J. said that, at the time of the passage of the 
naturalization law, it was the policy of the general 
government, owing to the extent of oar territory and 
'the sparseness of our population, to encourage em- 
igration to the United States; and that for a series 
of yeers, under the operation of the said law, the 
settlement and prosperity of the country had been 
greatly (nomotra. The blood of many noble and 
gallant spirits from foreign lands mingled with the 
blood of native Americana io establtshing our inde- 
pendence; and for our moat brilliant achievements 
during the late war, we are greatly indebted to the 
aid of naturalized citizens. The people of Louis- 
iana, the great mass of whom at that time were com- 
posed of (oreign n«nchmen and their descendants, 
received a unanimous vote of thanks from 
the Congress of the United States for the valor 
and patriotism they had displayed during 
the late war — an honor never bestowed on the 
people of sny other State of the Union; and no 
portion of her population evinced more Inaveryand 
patriotism than her naturalized citizens. High 
offices have been conferred upon naturalized citizens 
by the eeneral and State governments; and many of 
whom nave repeatedly received distinguished evi- 
dences of the confidence of the people. Their rights 
and privileges thus acquired, cannot be affected in 
the slightest degree by any act of legislation; nor was 
it his object to attempt to impair them. Neither 
would he concur in the passage of a law to prevent 
the strangers now in the Umted States, who may 
have taken the preliminary steps to become citizens, 
from perfecting their claim to be so received. It 
might be said that the fecilitiea whioh our statutes 
afford, were so many invitations held out to emi- 
grants to come and settle among us; and that, on the 
nith of the promise implied in them, they renounc- 
ed their native country and their natural allegiance, 
for the home and political rights which were promis- 
ed to them here. And without stopping to inquire 
what strength and truth there may be in such a 
ekdm, he would yield to it; because nations, in their 
transactions with individuals, ought ever to be dis- 
tinguished for generosity and magnanimity. But 
here he would stop. It cannot be disguised, that, 
smce the establishment of the policy which threw 
so widely open the doors of the constitution to 
strangers, a great chaiu;e had come over our coun- 
try. The causes whi(£ induced such fiicilitiea to be 
anorded to men of foreign birth to become Ameri- 
can- citizens have all pained away, except the feel- 
ings of kindness which were an element m the legis- 
lature; and they, with the exception of inflicting a 
positive wrong, most be subordinate to the great 
mterests, the permanent happineaa, and the abiding 
glory of the nation. Our country, from the vast in- 
flux of emigrants for the last forty yeara, as well as 
the unprecedented natural increase of our native 
population, requires no such extraneous aid to give 
lier strength. The vast augmented diffusion of 
edncauon, improving native talent, does away the 
necessity of inviting knowledge by the promise of 
political privileges. And we have, therefore, no 
motive len to extend such &von and indulgence, 
which are, in my view, adeqtiate to counterbalance 
the positive evils that residt from conferring them. 
Free government can only be preserved and suc- 
eessfiilly conducted by the wisdom of its citizens: 
therefore our efforts should be constantly directed 
to enlighten our native population. The mass of 
foreigners who come among us have aa much to 
unlearn as to learn, to fit them for free government. 
The pr^udioes of birth, the predilections for the 
usages -and customs of the countrjr they came 



love of its political instituliona, or 
so great of them, confound license 



from, the 

a hatred w giv«. m ujoui, wu.vunu a n j ^ u^c 
with well regulated freedom, all conspire, in my 
opinion, to render it no longer desirable that 
they should be depositaries of political power 
in this country. In making these observations, he 
said he waa well aware that individuals miebt oome 
among us, to whom they do not apply; utat men 
might emigrate here of whom any country nught be 

Eroud. We might again have our Lafayettee aura Gai- 
itins, our Montgomerys and Emmetts. But we can- 
not act on excepUona. We must look at the mass— at 
the swarms 01 needy, ignorant people, which the 
necessities of Europe are annually casting on our 
shores. He did not wish to be imderatood, in 
making these remarks, as being opposed to the emi- 
gration of foreignera to the United Statea. He 
would still allow strangen to seek an asjrlum in 
this cotmtry, and would permit them to acquire land 
and other property; ana he would protect them in 
their persons and ri^ts of property, and in the un- 
molested enjoyment of the religion thejr profess; 
but he would not extend to them the exerciae of po- 
litical rights, until they should have resided bore a 
time sufficiently long to understand our laws and 
political institutions, and to become identified in in- 
terest and feeling with the American people- They 
should comprehend the rights, and appreciate the 
duties of American citizens, before they paurticipate 
in the administration of the government. And 
he would prohibit foreign governments from trans- 
porting their convicts and paupen into this country, 
which some of them have dona within the last few 
yeara to an alarming extent- 

This question (said Mr. J.) soar* lar above party 
considerations. It ia a question upon which de- 
pends, not only the purity of our political ioatito- 
tions, but the preservation of the government itaelf- 
All parties — wnigs, democrats, natives, and natural- 
ized citizens — are equally intereated in guarding 
aninst a repetition of the abuses complained 0^ 
which, if not prevented in future, may ultimately 
destroy our govemment- 

Mr. ALLEN said it was customsry^ he believed, 
to permit all resolutions of mere inquiry to pass the 
Senate without opposition; but as that fact might 
not be known univeraally throughout the country, 
he chose to state it now, m reference to this particu- 
lar resolution; and to say that, so flirashe waa con- 
cerned, in permitting it to pass to a committee with- 
out opposition, he did not wish to be understood as 
giving the slimiest sanction to the first proposition 
considered in it, which was, to extend the term of 
residence now required by law for the admission of 
foreignera to the privilege of naturalisation. He 
wished to say this; snd further to remark that, as it 
was a subject which had been incidentally before the 
Senate on a previoua occaaion, and as it would now 
go to one of the ablest committeea of that body, be 
trusted that gentlemen who entertained opinioea 
like those whnh die honorable senator from Vir^ 
ginia [Mr. Arcber] was known to entertain with 
regard to the naturalization laws, would embody 
those opinions in a definite prepoeition, that the 
Senate might see what die state of the case was, and 
be prepared to meet it. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that he was extremely 

flad that this very important subject had been 
rought to the attention of this body, in the grave 
form m which it was now before the Senate, u die 
resolution of the honorable senator 'from Louiaiana, 
[Mr. JoHKSON.] Whatever might be the merits ar 
demeri is of the proposition avowed in that resolu- 
tion, thia at least was an incontestable proposition; 
that a very great degree of curiosity and solicitude 
had been exhibited in regard to the naturoliz,<tiion 
law by the people of the United Slates. He thought 
that even the honorable senator from Ohio [Mr. Ai- 
len] could not deny (hat this state of solicitude de- 
manded on inquiry on tlie part of the legislaiive 
bodies of the U.iited Stales. He had been waiting 
himself with a design, if no other gentleman shoulii 
take the lead, which the honorable senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. Johhion] had taken, to be the bum- 
ble orgnn of presenting to the attention of the Senate 
and the whole American public this question, which 
he believed, in his very conscience, had become the ' 
most important that could now agitate the public 
mind in the United Statea. 

He did not merely deem the question involved in 
the resolution just submitted transcendental in in 
magnitude and importance. He deemed it even 
more than that: it was an issue that comprehended 
every other issue that was at this lime vital in its in* 
terest to the people of the United States. 
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[ Conlinaed from Mi. 3.] 
_ He did not mean now — for it wns not the proper 
time-^to examine the grounds of these principles, 
or lo institute an inquiry into the merits of the reso- 
lution. He' had merely risen to respond to the sen- 
timent expressed by the honorable senat«r from 
Ohio, [Mr. All«k,] that gentlemen opposed to him 
in opinion would embody, in some definite form, 
the grounds of their opinions. That office could 
be better poformed by the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on the Judiciary [Mr. BEtanN] 
than himself; and he (Mr. A.) took occasion to 
express the hope to him, that he would find occa- 
sion lo make a re ry early report, lo satisfy not only 
the solicitude of the honorable senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Alleh,] but ihe whole people of the United 
States. 

Mr. RIVES remarked (hat the reaolntion intro- 
duced by the honorable senator from Louisiana, 
[Mr. JoHMSOH,] if he understood it correctly, pro- 
P<Med nothing more than an inquiry into the expe- 
diency of so modifying the naturalization laws as 
to afford an efiectual wfeguard, in some mode or 
other, against the frauds and abuses which were be- 
lieved to hare arisen under the practical operation 
of those laws. Now, while he was not prepared, 
at the present moment, to go as far as seemed to be 
contemplated by his honorable friend from Loui- 
•iaiia — to extend for a very considerable period of 
time the probationary term of residence now re- 
quired to acquire the rights of citizenship — yet be 
could have no hesitation in giriog his countenance, 
simply as a proposition of inquiry, to the honora- 
ble senator's resolution. It seemed to him, (Mr. 
R.,) from what they had a^ heard from the 
honorable senator from Louisiana, [Mr. JoaartON] 
— from what was known through the medium of 
the public press throughout the country, to every 
individual — that it was the Ixmnden duty of 
Conness to afford the widest scope to the inquiry 
which was proposed, ia regard to the nature and 
magnitude or the evils .campl|iined of, as well as a 
soiiabls and efifectual remedy for the abases which 
had been carried on to such a provcriiing extent un- 
der the operation of thess natoralizatioo laws. He 
did not himself entertain a doubt — and the universal 
voice of the people bore testimony to the iacl, tuid 
senators could not, if ihef would, turn a deaf ear to 
it — that these abuses existed to an alarming axtent, 
and demanded the most earnest and searching in- 
quiry. As his honorable friend frofn Louisiana had 
remarked, the vast number of emigrants which wer* 
now daily arriving upon our shores, under the in- 
ducements thrown out by our laws, and forming 
powerful elements in our social organization, and 
entering into the practical working of our instiiu- 
tions,-— demanded the consideration of every Ameii- 
eao citizen, whether native or adopted. 

He (Mr. R.) was not one of those who would 
wish to exclude that element any more now than 
heretofore. He would not subject it to any un- 
reasonable resttaints; far less would he subject it to 
any discriminations; nor would he hesitate to give 
to every foreigner, when an American citizen bj 
naturalization, ana in fact, as well as in name, his- 
fhir and just share in the administration of the gov- 
ernment, and in the direction and control of our 
common destinies; but, at the same time, as his 
honorable friend [Mr. JoHHaoN] had said, every 
cooaideration connected with the safety and purity, 
as well as the establishment of our own free institu- 
tiona— all the impressive lessons of history,— en- 
joined upon us the solemn duty of putting these 
vital branches of national economy under a system 
of wise and efficient regulations. 

He begged leave, as it had come up, to state very 
briefly the extent of his opinions upon this subject 
For one, he was never disposed to depart Iwhtly 
from the policy of our anoestors. He was willing, 
for one, to abide by that policy until unquestionable 
experience had clearly demonstrated the necessity of^ 
change. Now, the leading principles of our natu- 
ralization PolicT had been settled in this country for 
a period of hut a century, with the exception of a 
aiogle presidential lustrum, and that rather an in- 
auspicious one; and his humble opinion was, that 
the bare fa«tof iu long and undistuihsd oontinaance 



affiirded evidence of the wisdom of its adoption, and 
gave the strongest proof in &vor of retainin|; it. 

When we looked back to that system as it stands 
upon the statute book — not its practical operation, 
but iu fundamental principles—it seemea to him 
that, as a system, its foundations were laid in wis- 
dom and prudence in regard to ourselves, as well as 
justice and liberality towards foreigners. What 
was that system.' Its leadii^ principle assumes that 
a eontinoous residence in this country for the period 
of fivs years, accompanied mth a iona fie inten- 
tion during that period of beeoming a citizen, sus- 
tained by evidence of a good moral ehameter, oidei^ 
It habits as a citizen, and a decided attachment to 
the republican principles of our constitution, and 
consummated, hn^dly, by a solemn enjoinment of 
fideli^ to the country and its institutions, — is such 
evidence in the language of the constitution of bis 
(Mr. R.'s) own State, of "a permanent attachment 
to the common interest of the community, as au- 
thorizes the individual who presents such proof to 
be clothed with all the honorable attributes of an 
American citizen." 

He pointed out these considerations because they 
were made by the law of naturalization in the con- 
stitution under which he had the character of an 
American citizen, so to be carried out that the eye 
of all could see the fundamental guanuities required 
by law; and, according to the requisition of the 
statute book, they were to be ratined by a solema 
court of record. 

If h« understood the history of this subject, as 
long as this system of naturalization policy 
was administereu in the spirit in which it 
was conceived by the founders of our free 
institutions, there was no complaint heard 
whatever of any evil practical effect growing out of 
It; but, in the course of time, from very important 
changes in our legislation, as well as from a growing 
indifference — recklessness, he might say— in the 
public mind in rsganl to the praper administtation 
of this law, a loeeeness arose in its practical tfttta- 
tion, which was the source of aMmsl *''*'>*'*''* 
complained of by the senator ftom Louisiana, and 
alluded to by his worthy colleague, [Mr. Aichkr.] 

It was known to all that what, at the origin of this 
system, was intended as a national baptism, by 
which residents alien-bom were to be adopted into 
the great family of American fVeemen by courts of 
justice, came to be considered as an idle, empty 
form, to be gone through by the clerks and subordi- 
nate officera of the courts, without practical exami- 
nation or inquiry. It had degenerated into a public 
mockery — a mere legerdemain trick, by which to 
manufacture into ready-made votcra foreignera who 
had no claim whatever to the rights of citizenship. 
If he had been correctly informed, a ridiculous pan- 
tomime— for he had been in conversation with hon- 
orable members of this and the other House, who 
had described it to him — was all that was necessary 
now to make fUll-blown American citizens of for- 
eigoera. They are marched in by platoons, or com- 
panies of twenty, thirty, and fifty; they are carried 
up to the desk of the clerk of the court, without at- 
tracting the cognizance of the judge; and then a 
mummery of words is pronounced, and a pantomimic 
exhibition on the part of the fbreigner, who, in all 
probability, understands nothing tnat is going on — 
m ignorance of our language— and then forthwith 
he is adopted an American citizen, and goes abroad 
to exercise all the privities of an American citi- 
zen. 

This was a mockery which was never eonlem- 
plated by our wise ancestors. If it was true, (and 
be had no doubt it was,) that these proceedings were 
carried on to a very great extent in New York city 
and throughout the State of New York, in Bufliilo, 
and in I%iladelphia, and probably in Louisiana, 
within the honorable senator'* [Mr. Johvsom's] ob- 
servation, did they not suggest the inquiry whether 
the true remedy for these evils was not to be found 
in a reinvigoration or enforcement of the law? and 
whether the evils then practised were not owing to 
a fiilse administration of the law, rather than any 
defect in the fundamental provisions of the law 
itaelft or rather, fVom the want of adequate legisla- 
tive provision to carry out those fandameBtal and 
conMrratiTe prineiplM^ 



He had looked a little into this matter, and the 
history of our legislation would show, ho thought, 
that the whole evil had arisen from the relaxations 
wiiich had been made from time to time, in the 
original provisions which existed in our statute. He 
brgged leave to refer in a few words to the history 
of that statute. It was well known that this term of 
five yeara was firet established during the adminis- 
tration of General Washington. During the admin- 
istration of the elder Adams, the period was extend- 
ed to fourteen years. When Mr. Jefferson came 
into office, one most remarkable feature in his first 
message lo Congress, was a recommendation to re- 
if slate the old law, to bring back the existing law to 
the former term of five years; which yas according- 
ly done; and there it remains to the present day. 
He believed that this requisition of a residence of 
five years had been considered sufficient to guard 
against the evils complained of. He knew that his 
honorable friend on the other side of the Houue, 

(Mr. Benton,] and, perhapsi, tli« senator from Ohio, 
Mr. Allen,] were m the habit of holding up Ihe 
iberal legislation of the Congress of the United 
Slates, under the administration of Mr. Jefferson, 
as establishing that immortal policy to which 
we were bound by idl our past history. He 
woold call the atleniion of those honorable senators 
and other gentlemen to a most viud and conserva- 
tive provision in that law, which was passed during 
the nnt year of Mr. Jefferson's administration; and 
he asked the honorable senator from Louisiana 
[Mr. JoRNioif] to consider whether the revival 
of that provision would not go a great way towards 
avoiding those evils which he complained of. The 
legislatures of that day, well knowing the facility 
with which American citizens were, upon emergen- 
eies, manufactured out of aliAis freshly arrived upon 
our soil, without a pre-requisite of five yeara' res- 
idence, provided that every foreigner, after the data 
of that law, ibsuld, on his arrival report himself to 
the court of record, to be fe(|uested there, with ^i 
account of his age, name, birth, the country from 
which he came, sind all other tliingt'neoessaiy for 
his personal identity; so as to prevent the probability 
of fraud. To show the conservative spirit in which 
our republican Presidents had acted upon this sub- 
ject, what did Mr. Madison do^ — or rather what was 
done during his adminisiniiion' Another most im- 
portant ani salutary provision against fraud was 
adopted, in the requisition that no certificate of nat- 
uralization should DC legal or valid unless the regis- 
try, and the preliminary declaration of intention to 
become a citizen of the United States, were set forth 
at full length in the certificate of naturalization. Un- 
der this system of legislation, a person born in a for- 
eign country, and claiming to be an American cit- 
izen, was bound, in exhibiting his certificate, to show 
the record made by him before'the proper court, on 
his srrival in the United States. 

These two simple nrovivions, both of which were 
executed under iheaaminiktrationof two of thebebt 
republican Presidents who had ever presided over the 
destinies of this country, gave rise to no complaint, as 
lonz as they stood upon the statute book, u record 
to tne abuses like those which had ariaeu wiihm a 
few years past. When did they arise? When a 
fatal relaxauon of that sound conservative policy 
commenced under the administration of Mr. Mon- 
roe, commonly called "the era of good feeling*;'' 
but, all must admit, an era not very &vorable to 
that sort of protection, or liberty. In i834> 
if he was not mistaken, tlie hiw which passed 
during Mr. Mffdison's time, requiring these rec- 
ords called for in the act originated by Mr. Jef- 
ferson, and alro requiring the declarations and 
all the documents to be set forth, was repealed by 
an act of Congress passed in May. That was the 
first relaxation of the sound conservative policy un- 
der ths two administrations to which he oad refer- ' 
red. Another provision was made, at ths «me 
time, allowing the foreigner to go and make his de^ 
latation to the clerk of the eourt; and that eeitifica- 
tion was sufficient svidenee of his determination to 
become an Amertean citizen. The wise act of 
Washington and JeiTenon required a sotiee of three 
years; it was now brought down to two years. 
These relaxations were the sonnies of most of the 
evils compUuMd of. But that was oot all. This 
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coarse of innovation, after the folly of tl»e times, 
having been once entered upon, a few years after 
(in 1828, during the la»t year of the administration 
of John duincy Adams) was continued by asother 
radiral innovation, repealing altogether both the 
provisions of Mr. JeiTersou's and Mr. Madison's 
laws. 

In Ibis growinf laxity, did we not find the occa- 
sion of those evils whicn his honorable friends had 
so properly presented to the consideration of the 
Senate? If so, did not sound wisdom require us to 
seek a remedy for these evils, by returning to the 
sound practical policy of the legislation of Jeffer- 
son and Madison's time, and by reviving those two 
provisions to which he had alluded, with such 
other guards as might be found requisite? And we 
would see if it would not be a remedy against those 
eVils of which all complained: he said alt; for he 
did not doubt that gentlemen on the other side of the 
house were prepared to admit the testimony a^inst 
these frauds and malpractices. It seemed to him in- 
disputable that the remedy pointed out was a fiin- 
damental one; for, no matter how long the time was 
extended — whether to fourteen, twenty-one, thirty, 
or forty years — if there was not some eflectual ad- 
roinistrauve system provided, by which the law 
could be guonleti from violation and fraud, those 
evils would exist. This was strong proof in favor 
of the former naturalization system, and went far to 
show the wisdom of reinstating that system, 
which had been so long and so satisfactorily 
tested. If, after a fair trial, it should prove inefiec- 
tualin affording security against those frauds, we 
must then call for some other provision, and it will 
be time enough to talk of extending the period of 
probation. But his humble judgment upon the sub- 
ject, after some reflection, was, that all we could 
wisely do now, was to provide for an efficient en- 
forcement of the existing law; and, in that, might 
not gentlemen on this side of the floor expect the 
co-operation of their friends on the other? Where 
was there an American ]wtriot — whether within 
the wall) of this Capitol, or elsewhere — who would 
not raise his voice for an honest enforcement of this 
law? Where was there an Amercan cilizen, no 
natter from what clime he came, who would not 
sustain, by his voice, the law which had given him 
the rifbiB and privileges of an AnMricaa citizen? 
. Would not the alien be willing to join with the na- 
tive American in devising some Bystcm by which 
these abuses could be prevented^ 

These seemed to him to be considerations which 
appealed to all. He did not deem that anything 
iiow could be wisely done except to make the pro- 
visions which would be necessary to enforce the ex- 
istijig law. He had been led to these remarks bo- 
cause he bad been looking at the history of our 
legislation upon this subject, which de^ly impress- 
ed him with the opinion that, if the provisions for 
an efficient administration of the law, carried out by 
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, had not been re- 
called under the subsequent admmistration of Mr. 
Monroe and Mr. John d. Adams, we should now 
have none of those evils complained of. 

He had thrown out such ideas as bad occurred to 
him after some solitary reflection upon the subject, 
not intending to anticipate a discussion; but hoping 
that the honorable and distinguished senator who 
presided over tlie Committee on the Judiciary 
would be so kind as to take them into consideration 
when he should engage seriously in the inquiry. 
He bad presented them with the hope, also, that they 
might form a common ground of action upon which 
all might meet for the purpose of redressing these 
grievances so generally felt, and that they might act 
upon It with no spirit of party, but in the true spirit 
of American citizens. 
. Mr. MERRICK observed that there had been 
much excitement throughout the country on this 
subject; and.4here could be little doubt that, in any 
view which could be taken of it, the resolution sub- 
mitted by the senator from Louisiana would have 
the tendency to allay that excitement, inasmuch as 
it would lead the public mind to a more correct un- 
derstanding of the question. This, however, was 
not the time, at the present stage of the resolution, to 
discuss the whole of tlie merits of the question. He, 
for one— and he had no doubt it would be the gene- 
ral sentiment of the Senate — wished the discussion 
to be reserved until the distinguished senator at the 
head of the Judiciary Committee shall have made 
his report on the reaobitinn. He had full confidence 
that the report would give general satisfaction. 
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He had simply risen to say that hia own opinion 
Wi that, in tbe exciicijiteat wbicb had been got up, 
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much injustice had been done to that portion of the 
population designated "foreigners," residing amongst 
na. This excitement was levelled at them as if they 
alone were to blame; whereas much of the evils 
grew out of the abuse of the laws by our own peo- 
ple, and not out of the voluntary jicts of foreigners — 
tbe fault being in the administration of tbe laws, 
and not in them. 

Now he, for one, was not willing that there 
should be any great extension of the period of resi- 
dence required on the part of foreigners before they 
become elieible to naturalization. The period re- 
quired by the laws as they now exist — as had been re- 
presented by the senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] 
— appeared to him to be abundantly ample. Let the 
law^ be administered according to their true intent 
and meaning, and let not innocent people suffer by 
an excitement unjustly got up against them, instead 
of being directed against those who caused the mal- 
administration of the laws. 

He hoped the report of the Judkiary Committee 
would be promptly made; and that it would result in 
allaying the excitement throughout the country, 
which was creating dissension between the two de- 
scriptions of our population — our native-born citizens, 
and foreign residents who have come here for the 
purpose, of remaining and becoming naturalized citi- 
zens; for there was nothing but evil and mischief to 
grow out of eveiy attempt to raise angry feelings be- 
tween them. Any attempt to change the present 
period of probation, while other remedies exist for 
the evils complained of, was a thing which he hoped 
the committee would not countenance. He had 
taken this occasion to declare his unwillingness that 
tliere should be any change contemplating the ex- 
tension of this probationary period; and also of de- 
eloring his opinion that tbe excitement which had 
got up on this queation, should, with more justice, 
have been directed against those of our own people 
who had abused our laws, than against a lai^ and 
respectable doss, who emigrated from foreign lands 
to make this country their home, and that, too, un- 
der the invitation of our laws, securing to them, in 
due lime, tbe rights of citizenship. 

Mr. DICKINSON said the resolutions, so far as 
he undentood their character, proposed to continue 
to foreigners the rights of citizenship, but to post- 
pone the enjoyment to a ^ distant day from the 
commoQccBlent o( residence. They did not seem 
to deny him his political birthrlKhl, but literally re- 
quired him to be bom when he was old. They 
were evidently not aimed i^t abuses under the pres- 
ent system, but against the system itself, proposing 
to fix so remote a period as practically to destroy its 
advantages. Among the alleged rctuaons for action, 
was the great numuer who, it was saTd, had been 
admitted to the rights of citizenship in the city of 
Ne^ York, though tbe senator from Louisiana 
[Mr. Johnsom] seemed to possess information 
which had not been extendeo to citizens of that 
State. But, even if the great number alleged had 
availed themselves of that high privilege, within the 
provisions of the constitution and laws, without 
frauds, (and hedid not understand the senator to im- 
pute that.) he would submit that the citizens of New 
York had not subjected themselves to censure or 
reproach, for having avuled themselves of a high 
constitutional privilege; nor did it present any reason 
for action, except such aa went against the privilege 
as enjoyed at present. 

But (said Mr. D.) if abuses have been practised 
under the system, shall it be, fortbat reason, destioy- 
ed? If it had not at some lime been the subject of 
abuse^ it would be exempt from that which had be- 
fallen all other human institutions. If the present 
system was defective, and that could be shown, it 
might well be the subject of inquiry, os had been 
suggested by the senators from Viiginia, [Mr. Rivbi,] 
ana from Maryland, [Mr. Mxrrice.] 

But he did not now intend to enter into a discus- 
sion at this preliminary stage; he arose simply to say 
that he should reserve his remark>i for a future oc- 
casion, when the question should fully come up; and 
in the mean time to indicate the opinion tliat the ob- 
ject sought by the resolutions — denying to the for- 
eigner the rights of citizenship until he nad remain- 
ea among us a long period, say twenty-one years, 
and in the mean time to improve his knowledge of 
our institutions and elevate his understanding — 
would fall far short of iu aim; for he believed it 
would be found as impossible to improve tbe condi- 
tion of men by for any considerable lime denying 
to them political rights and privileges, as to improve 
the vegetable world by excluding uie light, the heat, 
and the 46WS of (venio^. 



Mr. BEERIEN did not rise to discuss this ques- 
tion, but because the occasion seemed proper for 
him to refer to the expected action of the coromitlee 
over which he had the honor to preside. He thought 
it should be expected that the subject, when before 
that committee, would be carefully examined. It 
would obviously be unfit lo anticipate . the opinion 
of fliat committee; and, avoiding that, all be denred 
to say was, that, according to the view he had at 
present of the subject, it would be scarcely practi- 
cable lo have a very prompt report upon this ques- 
tion. Great frauds are alleged to have been prac- 
tised under llic existing naturalization laws. In- 
deed, it seemed to be almost universally admitted 
that frauds to a considerable extent did exist. It is 
one of the proposiiions of the senator from Loui- 
siana [Mr. JoHNsow] that inquiry be made into the 
expediency and necessity of adopting such meas- 
ures as shall have the effect of preventing their re- 
eurrence. So that there are two branches of in- 
quiry involved in the proposition: first, as to whether 
frauds do exist; and next, as to the nature of, 
and remedy for, these frauds. It is evident the 
committee cannot rely for evidence on general alle- 
gations or newspaper statements; nor should it be 
expected that action would be founded on this spe- 
cies of evidence. He was desirous of seeing spe- 
cific instances of fraud adduced before the commit- 
tee, either by the petitionera on the subject, or other- 
wise. At the close of the last session there were 
various petitions presented to the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee; but this was at 
so Ute a period of the session as to preclude 
action upon them. He had no doubt, then, 
that many of these petitions would be renewed 
at the present session; and he then indulged 
the hope that their renewal would be accom- 
panied by such evidence of flicts as would en- 
able the committee to act understondingly on 
the subject; and he did not now believe he should 
be disappointed in this expectation. It appeared to 
him highly probable that such evidence would be 
adduced early in this session. It did not to him 
seem proper that the committee should proceed to 
the investigation without such evidence, on the mere 
rumon to be found in newspaper poiagraphs. The 
question submitted to the committee was an ex- 
tremely importtnt one. This would be admitted; 
and in view of its magnitude and delicacy, he should 
express his belief— which, indeed, was the chief ob- 
ject of his rising to make any remarks in this stage 
of the subject— ifiat a prompt report from the com- 
mittee was not to be expected. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York had supposed that 
the time for discussing this question would be when 
the Senate should have some definite proposition for 
action before it. Believing that when any such 
proposition should come up would be the proper 
occasion to debate the question, he should not now 
have risen to say one word, had it not been for the 
remarks of the senator from Louisiana [Mr. Jouh- 
son] as to allegations made in reference to the ac- 
tion of the courts in the Slate of New York. It 
was very true that a large number of foreigners had 
been admitted to citizenship in New York, just be- 
fore the elections. But that was not at all wonder- 
ful. New York was the largest city in the Union; 
and from that circumstance, as well aa tbe faa of its 
being the port in which much the largest propor- 
tioo of emigrants to the United States debarked, it 
was quite natural that its population should con- 
tain the largest number of those coming from 
abroad, who should require admission to the 
rights of citizenship. It was not at all as- 
tonishing that, of the great body of emigrants 
arriving at the port of New York, a large propor- 
tion should moke it their place of residence- Nor 
was it at all singular that, of those entitled to citizeoj 
ship, a large number should take out their naturali- 
zation papera immediately before an election of gtest 
public interest; because it is the first occasion on 
which it becomes necessary for them to avail them- 
selves of their civil and political rights. Therefore, 
it is not strange that they should be anxious to ob- 
tain Uie right to which they are eligible, when the 
time comes for exercising that right. But surely oil 
this gives no sanction to the allegation of frauds. It 
is the easiest thing in the world to cry out "fraud! 
fraud!" but before a mere outcry should he made 
the basis of such a proposition as this resolution 
contemplates, there should be some proof— some 
evidence of facts — as to the existence of the frauds 
alleged. He was far from believing that either the 
laws of the United States or the laws of the State of 
{few York wen lew fairly or lea? impartially id* 
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ministered in the city of New York than were the 
ceoeral or Slate laws in any other portion of the 
UnioD. Nor did be believe that less patriotiam or 
justice influenced those exercising the adoiinistrtt- 
tion of the laws in New York than influenced the 
•dininistmt«»r8 of the laws anywhere ehte in the Uni- 
ted States. He knew of no loose administration of 
the laws in the city or State of New York; nor did 
he know a single instance of the duties of the bench 
being exercised by the officers of the courts of jus- 
tice. There may be instances, under peculinr cir- 
cumstances; but if there are, they are exceptions to 
the rule — not the rule of practice itself. He 
did not know of any advantage th^t could 
be derived from an exhibition of the rec- 
ord, as required by the old law referred 
to bv the senator from Virginia, [Mr. Bivca,] in- 
stead of the certificate of the court as to the record 
of declaration of intention, upon the Application of 
a fbreigner for naturalization. What security could 
the record afford that is not furnished by the certifi- 
cate under the official seal of the court' Neither the 
record nor the certificate would guard against such a 
firaod as that of one person passuig himself for an- 
other, unless to the record were bound, and could 
be brought up with it, the person of him recorded. 
But even the allegation of one person passing him- 
self off on the record of another, was not, he be- 
lieved, based upon facts to any extent throughout 
the whole country; nor was it true, to any degree of 
eoosequence, that the rights of citizenship were ex- 
tend, before the late election, to persons residing less 
than five years in the United States. The two re- 

Suisiles necessary were complied with; firat, of a 
ve years' residence; and next, of a two years' dec- 
laratHm of intention to become a citizen. The 
proof waa always demanded of three Tears' lesi- 
aenee before making the declaration or intention. 
He agreed v ith the senatora from Virginia [Mr. 
AivEs] and from Maryland, [Mr. Mkrhick,] that 
the term of residence required by the existing natu- 
ralization laws (five years) is quite long enough. 
To extend it would be to produce an tmgracious and 
mischievous distinction between those bom here, 
who may be said to be citizens by accident, and 
those who come hereby choice, under the influence 
of lipe judgments. Wiilst native born citizens of 
doDUiui or bad character might exercise all the 
Tights of citizenship, foreign reaidonta of several 
years' standing, and of irreproachable character, 
would be disqiuilifted fbr the best portion of their 
lives. He wonld go as far as any one in securing the 
ballot-box and elections from fraud. But he was op- 
posed to making invidious distinctions that produced 
no security whatever. The law, as it exists, requires 
ot the foreigner applying for citizenship, not only a 
liur period of probation, but satfsfhctory proof of nis 
good character and demotion to our republican insti- 
tutions. From our own citizens, accidentally bom 
here, we require nothing of the kind. If greater sc" 
eurity is required, why make the invidious distinc- 
tion of demanding it from the one and not from the 
other' Is not the period of probation as secure at 
five as at twenty yeare, the other guaranties being 
given? Why ask a man of irreproachable charaO' 
ler and devotion to our institutions for five yean, a 
probation of twenty years? If he is not fit to be a 
citizen in five, he wdl not in twenty yeara. If such 
a prolonged moral test is to be applied to him, why 
not apply it to those who at present give no moral 
teat whatever — to American citizens born here? The 
more the sulnect of change is examined, the More 
difficulties will present themselves in the way of 
general action that can be at all satis&ctory. His 
main object in rising on this occeision vras to repel, 
as far as he couM, what seemed to him an imputa- 
tion on the administration of justice in the State 
which he had the honor in pert to represent. 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
wa4 adopted. 

treasurer's report. 

The PRESIDENT ;>ro <«n. laid before the Senate 
the annual report from the Treasury Department; 
which, 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was ordered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
■ Qd motion by Mr. E., 5,000 copies additional 
were ordered to ne printed for the use of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT yn tem. also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitetng the annual report of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office; which, on 
motion, was ordered to be printed, and refined to 
(be CoRuqUlee on PabUcLaadt, 



On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, 1,500 copies 
additional of the report were ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was ordered 
that the petition and pepera of Miles King be taken 
fh>m the files, and ruened to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

TEXAS — HER PUBUC DEBT — LAND GRANTS, 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Pbei.pi, on 
Thursday last, rame up fbr consideration; and was 
read as follows: 

Rttottt't, That the Fraidsnt b* reqae«t«d to inferm the 
Senate whether^ the e.xecuUv« deparbnent u poucHed of 
aur dpQoJte ajia Katisfaotory Information hy wluch the prca* 
ent public dtbt of the tcpoblic of Texas can be ascertamed; 
and if «o, that he be re^^uested to communioftte it to the Sen. 
ate, with the aggregate amoont of the dett: and alio, that 
he bo reqnesteU to inlorm the Senate whetner any, and if 
any, what additionn have l)een made to that debt aince the 
•igning or the treaty with that republic, lobmitted to the 
SeiiQte at its iast seuion. 

And that he t)e farther reqaeited to inform the Senate 
what amount of the pnblio lands of Texas had been gnmtvd 
by the Spanish, Mexican, and Texian goveraments previous 
to the Signing of said treaty; what amount remained un* 
granted aS that date; and whether any, and what grants of 
said domain Iutb iDoen made by the Tesiaa goverament, 
ainee that period. 

On motion by PHEILPS, the resolution was mod- 
ified by striking out all afler the word "govem- 
aients" in the third line of the second paragraph, 
and inserting the following: 

And to what extent the faithof eitherof said governments 
had boon pledged, by the issuing of scrip or other seenrity, 
to malte grants thereof, or in any form to part with its ti- 
tle or interest in the same, previous to the signing of aaid 
treaty; what amount remained at the date nngranted and 
subject to no such pledge; and whethrrany or whatgninti 
of said domain have been made, or other evidence or title 
thereto, legal or equitable, issued by the Texisn govera- 
ment siiKe that period. 

Mr. TAPPAN expressed a hope that the resolu- 
I tion woukl not be adopted. He did not sec any 
cause for making the inquiry on any other ground 
than thisi^hat we'propose paying or assuming those 
debts. For why should we want to act, unless we 
intended, by some contract, to assume those debt^ 
He <lid not want to know what was the amount of 
those dt^ts. He was unwilling to make this gov- 
ernment responsible for them, be they mora or less. 
It would be just as appropriate to inquire into the 
debt of Great Britain as a matter of curiosity. The 
debts of Texas was a (lueMion entirely aside from 
the question ofannexatMn< If Texas be annexed, 
the country nxry come in "without making .Uie Uni- 
ted States responsible for those debts. He did not 
want to make any inquhy which would lead to the 
impression that we would assume them if Texas 
was admitted iiHo the Union. 

Mr. PHELPS said he would not have offered the 
resolution if he had supposed it would create a dis- 
position to assume the debts of Texas. He assured 
the senator from Ohio [Mr. Taffan] that no such 
assumption would ever grow out of any act of his. 
The senator was aware that the opinion does pre- 
vail to a great extent, that if the project of annez»- 
tion takes place, and the peofde of tlie Texan gov- 
ernment be "incorporated with the people of the 
United States," the result will be that this people will 
become responsible fbr their debta. Upon that sub- 

i'ect he was not prepared to express an opinion. He 
mew that many entertetined the opinion that we 
would, if Texas was admitted, become responsible 
for her debts. It was upon thrtt ground he introduced 
the resolution. He would take the liberty to say, 
that before this subject was passed upon, it becomes 
this Senate to intjuira into the matter, and decide how 
far thc^ consider themselves responsible for those 
debts ii'^the annexation takes place. It is a saUect 
which should not be left for controveny hereaner. 
It should be looked into now. The resolution is one 
of inquiry merely, which will place the whole sub- 
ject before us. 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr- BATES gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to refund the bal- 
ances ascertained to be due the State of Maasachu- 
setu. 

The bill granting a pension to James Duffy was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the hein of Robert Fulton 
was taken up and considered as in committee of the 
whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for 8 third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the legal repreaentativa of 
Joshua Kennedy, of Alabama, was taken up and 
considered as in committee of the whole, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed. 



On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and afler some time spent therein, adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
MovDAT, December IG, 1844. 

Mr. BURKE asked leave to offer a resolution. 

Mr. DUNCAN objected that it was out ef order. 
ELECTORS or PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 
DENT. 

The SPEAKER observed that the first business 
in order was the question on the engroi^ment of the 
bill introduced by the geuUeman from (Hiio [Mr. 
Duncan] to establish a uniform time fbr choosing 
electon of President and Vice President 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked if this was not 
resolution day. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was petition day. 

The yeiu and nays being ordered, the questioD 
was then put on the engrossment of Mr. Duncan's 
bin, and decided in the affirmative— yeas 187, nay 
1, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Arrington. 
Ashe, Baily. Baker, Barringer, Barnard, Benton, Bidlaclc. 
James Blade, James A. Blacic, lUacltweU, Bower, Boyd. 
Brinlcethoir, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brawn. 
William J. Brown, Bufflngton, Burlee, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cliiiton. 
Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, t'oUomer, Cran- 
ston, Cullem, Dana, Daniel, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Rich- 
ard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, 
Dickey, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dun- 
lap, lOlis, Elmer, Farlee, l<icklin. Fiih, Florence, Foot, Fos. 
ter, French, Fnller, By ram Ureen, Orinnell, Orider, Hale, 
Hannibal Hamlin, Edward 8. Hamlin, Hamroeu, Haralson, 
Hardin, Haiper, Hays, Henley, Heirick, Hogs. Hopltlns, 
Houston, Huoard, Hubbell, Hudson, Hngbes, Hnngerlbrd, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph It. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, Jameson, Jcnlcs, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, 
Andraw Johnson, Ueorge W. Jones, Andrew Keanedy. 
John P. Kennedy, Pieiton King, Daniel P. King, KiriuMt. 
rick, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCaaslen, Maclsy 
McClelland, McClemajid, McConncIl, McDowell, IMcfl- 
vaine, McKay, Manh, Mathews, Edward Joy Morris, Free- 
man H. Morso, Isaac C Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Nea, 
Newton, Norris, l^armenter, Patenan, Payne, Pettit, Peyton, 
Phtsnix, PoUock, Elisba R. Potter, £merr D. Potter, Pratt, 
Preston, Ramsey, Rathboo, Rayner, David 8. Reid, Reding, 
Relle, Hitter, Roberts, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodaey, 
Rogen, Russell, 8t John, Sample, Saonden, Srnter, Sever- 
ance, Thomas H. Seymonr, David L. Seymour, Simons, Sli- 
dell, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Spenee, Stacnrod, Stetson, Andnw 
Btewtit. Joha Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone. AUnd P. 
Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thomaasen, TbomMOSk 
Tibbttts, Ti&n, Tylar, Vanmeter, Tinton, Waller, Went. 
worth. Wethered, Wheatota. John White, Benjamin Whilo, 
waiiaras, Whithrep, WilUaa Wright, Joseph A. Wright, 
and Yancey— 187. 
NAY-Mr. Woodward— I. 

The bill being read the third time — 

Mr. DUNC^f called for the previous question 
on its passi^; which being seconded by thelEiOttse, 
and the mam question ordeied. 

The question vras put, and it was passed without 
a division. 

RHODE ISLAND AFFAIRS. 

Mr. BURKE offered a resolution providing for 
the printing of 10,000 copies of the reports of the 
majority and minority of the select committee Sjp- 
pDinted on the memorial of the memben of (he 
Rhode Island legislature. 

Objections being made — 

Mr. BURKE moved to suspend the rules, and 
called for the yeas and nays on (he question; which 
being ordered, the question vraa lateen and decided 
in the negative — yeas 103, nars 87, being less than 
a majority of two-thirds, as follows: 

YEAS.— Measra. Anderson, Antecton, Beaton, BkUack, 
Blackwell, Bower, Bowlto, Boyd, BrinkoriioS, Brod- 
head, Aaron V. Brown, WUIian J. Bramrn, Baike, Ciald- 
well, Carpenter, CntUn, Aognstus A. ChapmaB, CUatoa, 
Cobb, Collom, Uana, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dean, Dilllag- 
ham, Doogtass, Dromgoelo, Duolap, Farlee, FleUin, Fos- 
ter, French, Fuller, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin. Hammett, Hars, 
Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard,^nbbell, HoMes, 
James D. Hunt, Charles J. IngenoU, Jameson, Cave Jotai 
son, Andrew Johnson, Ueorge W.Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
Ptoston King,Kirkpatrick, Leonard, i-ncBS, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McCausIen, Marlay, MeClelland, McClernand, McDoweU, 
McKay, MaUiews, laaae E. Mono, Mnrnby, Noirls, Famen- 
ter, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, lUthbon, David S, 
Reid, Bedlng, Relfe, Rltter, Roberto, RobiaM>n, Rnssrll, 
St. John, Ssuaden, Thomas H. teymoar. David L. Sey- 
monr, Simons, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, John Stowait, Janes W. Stone, AUni 
P. Stone, Strong, Taylor, Thompaon, Tibbatts, Wellor, 
Wentwoitb, Wheaton, Baqjaa^ WhIU, WOUaaH, Joaeph 
A. Wright, and Yost— 10*. 

NAYS.— Meaan. Abbott, Adsaia, Aike, Bailv, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Edward J. Black, James Black, Blilton 
Brown, BalBngton. But, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Coloa, 
CoUamer, Ciaasloo, Damgh, Oarrett Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, Debeiij, Delist, Dickey, Elmer, Fish, FloreDce, 
Foot Oiddingi, Oonin, OrinnaU, Orider, Edward 8. Hais- 
)ia,HanlWD,l(wdtii,Itoip«r, astoMa, HudMs, 'Wtt^iiH' 
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ton Unat, JoMrh R. Ingenoll, Irrin, Jeoki, Ferley B. John- 
ion, John P. Kennad}', Daniel P. King, McConneU, Moll- 
Tiine. Muih, ICdwtrd J. Monii, Vnaoan H. Mono, Moso- 
l«y, Nen, Newton, Pitenos, Peyton, Phmnui, FoUock, 
Euiba E. Fo^lw, RamMy, Bayner, Khett, Rochirell, Rod- 
ney, Rocen, Sample, Schaook, Santer, Sererance, Blmpion, 
Albert £nith, Caleb B. Smith, Spenoe, Btepheni, Andrew 
Stewart, 8tile«, Sumraen, Thommasaon, Tjlden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, Wlnthrop, Wood- 
ward, William Wright, and Yancey.— 87. 

THE SUFFRAGE OF WASHINGTON CITT. 

Mr. WELLGR asked leave to introduce a, bill, 
of which he had heretofore giveu notice. 

Some objections were made, while otbeis cried, 
"whatia it'" 

Mr. WELLE R said it was a bill to extend the 
Suffrage in the City of Washington; and, as there 
was objection, he moved a suspension of tlie rules, 
toeuabte him to introduce the bill; and on that mo- 
tioit he called for theyeas and nays. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK called for the reading of the 
bill, and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH said there were many 
other gentlen^en in the position in which the gentle- 
man from Ohio stood — having bills which they 
desired to introduce; and therefore he suggests 
that the gentleman from Ohio should so amend his 
his motion as to suspend the rules fbr half an hour, 
for the purpose of introduchig bills generally. 

Mr, WELLER replied, that he preferred to take 
the ToU on bis simple preposition. 

Mr. CAMPBELL inauired if there was not a bill 
on the calendar to amend the cheu^er of the City of 
Washington, which contained a provision of the 
same character as the bill now presented. 

The SPEAKER replied, that there was such a 
bill on the calendar. 

Mr. SCHENCK sugsnated ' another amendment 
of the pending motion. It was, that the rules of this 
House generally be suspended to the end of the 
session. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair considers the mO' 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio not in order. 

Mr. WELLER thought the House would be 
more advantaged by the suspension of his colleague. 
[Laughter.] 

The vote was then taken on the suspension of the 
rules, and decided in the affirmative — yeas 134, 
nays 63, as follows: 

TEAS— Meiin. Andenon, Arrington, Aahe, AlUnaon, 
BsUy, Benton, BidHck, Kdward J. Black, Jamea Black, 
Jansa A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinker 
hoff, Aaron V. BrowA. Milton Brown, WiUiem J. Brown, 
Bvrke, Burt, Caldwdl, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Gary, Shep- 
herd Cary, Cailin. Reuben Chapman, AugnituB A. Chap- 
man, Clinton, Cobb, Colei, Cnllom, Dana, Daniel, iUchard 
D. Davla, John W. Davia, Dean, DilUngbam, Dromgoolr, 
Oiucan, Danlsp, Ellia, EUu«r, Farlee, Ficklio, > osier, 
XMnch, Byram Oreen, nale, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammatt, 
Haialaon, naya, Herriok, Hoge, Hopkina, Honaton, Hnbard, 
Hnbboll. Hughea, HnngarfonI, Jamea B. Hunt. Charlea J. 
lacersoll, Janeaon, Cava Johntoo, Andrew JohoaoB, Oeo. 
wT Jonea, Andrew Kennedy, Praiton King, Kirkpatrick, La- 
brancha, Leonard, Lucaa, Lumpkin, MoCaasIeb, Bfeday, 
MoClelland, MeCoaneO, McDowell, McKay, Mathewa, laaao 
£. Mone, Murphy, Nes, Norria, Owen, FSrmrnter, Payne, 
Pollock, EUaba &. Potter, Furdy, Ratkbun, David S. Raid, 
Kading, Balfe, Bitter, Bobwta, ItohiMOn, Rnaaell, St. John, 
Sample, Sannden, Thomai H. S»inour, David, L. Seypaonr, 
Simou, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomaa Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, Stephena, Stilei, Strong, Srkea, Taylor, 
Thompaon, TibbatU, Wellar, Wentworth, Wheaton. BeiO»- 
miB'mate,WiUiama, Woodward, Joaeph A Wright, Tan- 
«•/, and Toat— 194. 

NATS — Maura. Abbot, Adami, Baker, Baninger, Bar- 
nard, Bnfllngtan, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Collamar, 
Cranston, Oarrett Davii, Drberry, Dellet, Dirkey, Fiah, Fh> 
ranca. Foot, Fuller, Oiddinga, U<^tn, Orinnell, Edward 8. 
Hamlin, Rardhi, Harper, Hndaon, Waahinston Hant, Joieph 
B. InceneU, Jenka, Parley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Daaial P. King, Lvon, McUvaine, Manh, Edward 
J. MSrria, Frssman H. Vforse, Moaeley, Newton, Fatrrson, 
Fraaton, Bamsey, Bayner, Boekwell. Rogen, Schenck, Sen. 
tar, Seretaaea, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Andrew Stewart, 
Summers, Thomasaan, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, John White, Winthnp, and WilUam Wright—ei. 

Mr. WEUfR then introduced the bill, entitled 
"A bill to extend the right of suffrage in the city 
of Washington." 

Mr. W. said be Hoped the bill would be^t upoa 
its passage, if the Htoioa was prepared to vote upon 
it. 

rCriesof "read, read."] 

Mr. PAYME called for the reading of the bUl; 
widch waa read as follows: 

A bin to a^nd the right of luSVage in the city of Wash- 
ington. 
Bt a aiMUi ty U< Smelt and Hnuc of Rrprnrntatim of 
|A« VmUi aula </ ^mtrica in Conerett atitmkkj, That 
evrry tne white mala citizen of the Unltrd states (except 

Eiaons cbsSned aapanpera in the alnis.hause) who shall 
va attuned tlie age or twenty-one years, and ahall have 
raaided in tta city of WaahUigten one year immediately 
praoading the eleoOon, shall be entitled to vole for Mayor, 
n«mh«n 9i the Bvord of AUenaen tad Commoii CouocU, 



and all other officers anthorlied to be ehoaen at any popular 
election under the existing cliarterol said incorporation. 

Jind be il fttrthtr enacled. That all laws incoasiatSDt with 
the provisions of this act be, and tha same an hereby, re* 

pealed. 

Mr. HOLMES moved lui amendment — to strike 
out the word "paupers." 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no ob- 
jectioi) to the bill, the question would be on its poss* 
age. 

Mr. HARALSON remarked that, fVom the read- 
ing of the bill, it appeared to him to extend 
to all classes of the community — to every sort, size, 
and description, whether in the penitentiary, the 
alms-house, the lunatic asyhnn, or anywhere else. 
He did not know how it would operate with its 
present provisions, but it could do no harm to send 
It to a committee to be investigated- He therefore 
moved iu reference to (he Committee for the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope not. 

Mr. HALE had but one sviggestion to make in 
relation to this motion. He was in favor of the 
broadest extension of the right of suffrage; but his 
objection to the bill was, tluit the exception, as it 
now stood, applied to paupers "confined" iii the 
alms-bouse. He did not know what the police of 
this city was; but, in the State from which h* came, 
and in all the New England Slates, paupers were 
not "confined," but were merely detained, at their 
own request. He waa in favor, in order to correct 
any defects there might be in the bill, of referring it 
to a committee for investigation. 

The question was then tokeo upon the reforence, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the Copunittee for the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. HOLMES, on leave, gave notice of his inten- 
tion, on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, to in- 
troduce a joint resolution to change the name of the 
brig Daniel Webster to Adela, and the name of 
the schooner Mary Frances to Isabella. , 

Mr. ARRINGTON asked leave to introduce a 
resolution directing the Committee on Cotgrneroe to 
inquire mto the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the erection of suitable buildings for the use 
of the custom-house of Newbem, N. C. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution could only 
be received by the general consent of the House. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR inquired if resolutions 
would not be in order in the regular order of busi- 
ness to dsV. 

The SPEAKER replied that they would be sAer 
petitions and reports from committees had been re- 
ceived. 

Mr. SEYMOUR then objected to the reception 
of tiie resolution at this time. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THK 8ECRETART OF 
THE TREA8URT. 

Mr. McEAY inquired of the Choir if any com- 
munication had been received from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, which bod not been laid before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER replied m the affirmative. 

Mr. MeKAY said ne hoped it would be present- 
ed, as the Committee of Ways and Meons had noth- 
ing before them. 

No objection being made. 

The Weaker laid before the House the annu- 
al report of the Secretary of the Treasury; which. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, was ordoed to be 

Srinted, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
leans. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the usual number — ten 
thousand extra eopiea — thereof be printed. 

The SPEAKER replied that the motion waa not 
in order, unless by the general consent of the 
House. 

No objection being made, the question was taken, 
and the motion waa agreed to. 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
commuoicatiou from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, enclosing the annual report of the Commission- 
er of the General Land office; which, 

On motion of Mr. JOHN. W. DAVIS, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motionofMr. D., on leave, five thotiaand ex- 
tra copies thereof were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SIMONS, from the Committee en E^ngrav- 
ing, reported the following resolution: 

Jtcsctratf, That the CoiBBittee ea EngraviBf be isf usst- 



ed to demand all plates heretofore engraved by order ef 
this House, and paid for by the House, which have boon xw- 
taiued or not delivered by those who furnished them; mnA 
that they be fifcei in tha keeping of tha CoagresaiOBal Li- 
brarian. 

The question was token, ond the resolution ■warn 
agreed to. 

REDUCTION OF THE ARMT. 

Mr. JAS. A. BLACK rose and asked leave, ia 
conformity with previous notice, to introduce a biQ 
to regulate the pay of the ormy of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

No objection being made, the bill was received. 

Mr.3. moved that it be refierred to the Conmit- 
tee on Military Aflfairs, and be printed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested the proprfely 
of sending the bill to a select committee— the coiuae 
whidi hid been taken with this bill at the lort peer 
sion, and which waa usually token with rstraaclH 
ment bills; and he moved its reference accordiog^. 

Mr. WEILLER said he supposed this was aub- 
stantially the same bill as that of the last sesnon, 
and he saw no propriety for its refereoce. He taor- 
ed its reference to the Committee of the Whole oa 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. BLACK, in accordance with the su^eatioB 
mode, moved the reference to o select committee of 
five members. 

The question on the reference to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union (being first 
in order) was announced. 

Mr. BARNARD expressed the hope that this bill, 
having been introduced by o member, and coming 
from no committee, would be referred to a nonimit- 
tee,.accordiDg to the almost universal practios. 

The question was taken, and the House reAaed to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole oa tba 
state of the Union. 

Mr. HOLMES moved the reference to the CoiiH 
mittee on Military Affaire. 

Mr. HALE remarked that the history of tbia bill, 
oi of one substantially the same, was fomiliar to 
every member of this^ouse. It hod pass ed this 
House at the last session by a very decided ntajofi- 
ty. In that bill an attempt hsd been mode by ike 
House to cut off some of the superaumeiary aapes* 
fluous officers belonging to the army. The trill had 
been kept along untfl the very Hast m<»ning of the 
session, and then every single amount of retrench- 
ment made by the House hod been cut off by the 
Senate, and accede^ to ^7 the House, ba^uaa it 
was so late that nothing otherwise could b^ done. 
He believed a aimilar course was intended ot thai 
session; and he did hope, if the House meant to ad- 
here to the principle adopted at that time, {rm: to 
make a tithe of the reduouon that ought to be made 
in the army; to cut off some of the supenMUserarf 
officers, and reduce the pay of others,) that they 
would send it to a selea committee, who wooH 
nurse and take core of it, and see that it waa report- 
ed in proper time. For this reason, he hoped that 
it would not go to the standing committee, woo erate 
alruuly encumbered with a pressure of busineaa. 

The question was token by tellera on the re<cr- 
ence to the Committee on Military Affaire, and waa 
decided in the negative: ayes 70, noes 73. 

The question wss then taken on the reference to a 
select committee, ond waa carried without a di- 
vision.-.. 

Mr. AttRINGTON again asked leove to offer the 
resolution which he had previously attempted to 
(and which is given above.) 

No objection being made, the resolution waa re- 
ceived; and, at the request of Mr. BLACK, of 
Georgia, the resolution, having been medified so u 
to make a similar inquiry with reference to Savaor 
nah, Georgio, was adopted. 

TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OE OREGON. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked leave to introduce a bill of 
very important character, in conformity with notice 
heretofore given. 

The SPEAKER said that the business regularly 
in order was petitions that kty over, and then r^ioita 
of committees. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he opprehended there would 
be no objection to the introduction of the bill. It was 
in relation to Oregon. 

Objections were heard from several quarters. 

Mr. DUNCAN then moved to suspend the rules 
for its introduction; and on this motion he called the 
yeas ond nays; which were ordered. 

The bill having been read by its title, vis: "A bill 
to oi^nize a territorial government in the Oregon 
T«ratory,aiid for other purposes," the question ww 
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kked, and the notion prevailed— yeu lSi5, nay* S3, 
■a follows: 

YEAS — M««n. Ailuni, Andenoa, Arrincton, Atkiiuon, 
Benton. Bidlack, EdwarvlJ. Black, Jud» Black, James A. 
Black, BlaekwelL BowUn, Boyd, Brinkerhod', Brodhead, 
Aaron V. Bnwa, Milton Btown, WUUam J. Brown, Bnrice, 
raldwell. Carpenter, Jeremiah £. Carr, Shepherd Cary, 



Cadia, Raitben Chapman, Auguttni A. Ch^inan, Chilton, 
Clinch, CUagman, Clinton, Cokb, Cnllom, Dana, Daniel, 
Duragh. KJchard D. DaTia, John W. DaTli, Dawson, Dean, 



DflUaKham, Douglaia, Duncan, Onnlap, VAUt. Farlee, Fkk- 
Ud. FMter, French, ttiUer, Bjram Ureen, Hale, Hannibal 



Haalia. Hammett, Haralaon, Bardin, Hart, Henlev, Hei^ 
rick, Hoc*, Hopkins, Houston, Htahard, Hubbell, Hughes, 
Jamea BrRunt, Charles J. IngersalL Care Johnson, Andrvw 



Johaaon, Oeoige W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston 
Kiac, Kifkpatrick,Xahranchei Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McCanslen, Maclay, McClelland, McClemand, Mc- 
ConneB, McDowell, McKay, Joseph Morris, Isaac K. Morse, 
Mnrphj, Norria, Owan, Fannenter, Payne, Pettit, Phoenix, 
F»Uo«k, EUah* K. Potter, David 8. Reid, Beding, Relfe, 
Kilter, BobarU, Roaaall, St. John, Sample, Saunders. Thos. 
R.Sayiaour, Darid L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, Stiles, 
Jamea W. Stone, Alli«d P. Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, 
Thosanaoa. TIbbatts, 'Waller, Wentworth. Wethered, 
VrhmiiMt, Benjamin White, Williams, Woodward, Joseph 
A, WrMht, Tancey, and Yost— I4S. 

NATB-^esars. Abbot, Ashe, Bally, Baker, Barriager, 
~ ", Bnrt, Collamer. Cnaston, Oarrett Davis, Deberry, 



Diekay, Droiageale, Fish, Florence, Oiddinga, Oeggiii^ 
(MnneU, Odder, Edward 8. Hamlin, Harper, Bolmea, Hud- 
tdn, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. IngenoU, Jenka, Perley 
B. Jehiuon, Daniel P. King, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Edward J. 
Moriia, Freeman H. Mora*. Moselay, Newton, Paterson, 
Peyton. Preston, Pnrdy , Rathbon, Rayner, Rhetl, Reekvell, 
B^er*, Sohenek, Ssnter, ScTeranre, Caleb B. Smith, 
BMW*. Boamen, Thomasson, Tinton, John White, and 
w mth rat>— St. 

The rules "being thus suspended, the bill was read 
tvioe, and, on motion by Mr. DUKCAN, referred 
to the Comauttee on Territories, and ordered to be 
piinted. 

Mr: DOUGLASS, in ptirsuance of prerioos no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introdace a bill 
Morfabog for the purchase of certain cepiea of the 
History of Orepon, Oahfomia, and the Northwest 
Osast of America; which being twice read — 

Mr. D. mored to refer it to £e Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON mored to refer it to the 
CtMUnttee on the Library. 

Mr. G. W. JONES asked who was the author of. 
the wort.' 

Mr. IX>UOLASS answered that it was Mr. 
Greenbow. 

ThB qtiestion was first put on referring the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Unton, and rejected; and, 

The question being put on referring it to the Com- 
mittee on the Library, i{t was decidedin the affirma- 
tive, without a division. 

Mr. PH(ENIX moved to suspend the rules, for 
(he Hotne to resolve itself into a Committee of dke 
Whole. ^ 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL asked what time would 
be do wed for the further presentation of petitions 
and rea olotio ns, if the motion prevailed. 

Tite SPEAKER replied that, in the regular or- 
der of business, petitions would come tip to-morrow, 
dnrine the monung hour, unless the House shoulo 
ghra tLe preference to other business. 

The question being put on the motion of Mr. 
Paiunz to suspend the rules, to go into Committee 
of the Whole, the vote was: ayes 63, noes 23. 

No (luomm voting — 

Mr. COBB moved that the House adjourn; but, 
the yeas and nays being ordered, he withdrew the 



The question being again put on suspending the 
rales, to go into Committee of the Whole, the vote 
war ayes 76, noes 23. 

No quorum voting — 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House adjourn; 
and, the yeas and nays being ordered, the question 
was taken, and decided in the negative: yeas 71, 
Bays 101. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the qiti- 
■latea firom the Treasury Department for the next 
tscal year; and they were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed, on the motion of Mr. McKAY. 

The ^lestion then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Pacmz to go into Committee of the Whole; which 
was taken by Messrs. Pollock and A. A. Cbap- 
luv, tellers, who reported 71 in the affirmative, «nd 
89 in 4he negative. 

Sl31 no quorum voting — 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitt<»a presented to- 
dqr, wtn baadad to th« nportan by the member* 
piiwnliin thsm; 

9fllt. VWRCBt Ths fMOn tad Kesartnyiag dsf- 



uments of the Rev. John Young, of Kentucky, were refored 
to the Committee on Kevolutionary Pensions. 
By Mr. W. HUNT: the peUlion of 17 citiiens of Lock- 

Bon, Now York, for a law deolaring slavery unconstitu- 
anal in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. TLBBATTS: The petition o< Jeste Campbell, of 
Mason county, Kentucky, a soldier in the late war with 
Great Britain, one of the captives conBoed in the Dart- 
moor prison, in England, praying that Congress may pass 
a law wr his ralief, he now being poor and an invalid, aged, 
and infirm: referad to the Coaamittee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. A. A. CJIAPMAN: The petition of sundry cilixens 
of the conntitts Tazewell and- Logan. Virginia, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route (Vom Tazewell court- 
house to Logan court-house: referred te the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SLIDELL: The petition of J. Eiley Knight for 
compensation for loases and injuries sustained while in the 
service of the United States aa keeper of light-houae in 
Lonlaiana: referred to the Committee of Claims. Also, the 
petition of Lindley k Russel, and many others, msrchanta 
of New Orleans, praying for donation of certain lands to the 
State of Indiana, to aid the completion'ofthe Wabash and IMe 
canal: referred to the CommittM on Roads and Canals. Also, 
the memorial of fUlzabeth K. Dickson, praying for recog- 
nition of a certain pre-emption claim: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 



By Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of Fnncis Holton, late 
of the navy of the United Statea, pnyii^ a p 
sequence of wonnda received in th* late war. 



pension in oon- 



By. Mr. MeCLEXLAND: The petiUon for the relief of the 
heirs of Sergeant H%)or John Champ, deceased: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Als*, the peti- 
tion of Oeorge Alford, of Monroe, Michigan, to be reinstat- 
ed on pension roll. Also, the petiUon of Captain John Mar- 
tin for aireara of penaion: referred to the Committee on Rsv- 
olntionaty Panslona. 

By Mr. C. JOHNSON: the petition of James M. Lewis, for 
an Invalid pension. 

By Mr. FARLEE: the memorial of Robert Orahara and 
the accompanying paper*: which were referred to the Com- 
. mittae on Privata Land CUna. 

IN SENATE, 
TiniiDAT, December 17, 1844. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern, laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
trensmitting further information received from the 
Cluartermaster Qeneial, in relation to the ship 
Charies Wharton, stranded on the bar at the en- 
trance of Tamipa bay; which, on motion of Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also a communication from ths Navy Depart- 
ment, transmitting accounts of expendituraa, under 
dar the head of "contingent expenses,'' as settled 
and allowed at the oiiice of the Fourth Auditor of 
the Treasury, during the year ending 30th Septem- 
ber, 1844. 

tS.T. POSTER of Tennessee presented a petition 
from Thomas A. Russell, praying indemnity for his 
horse, taken by a recruiting officer into the service of 
the United States: referreo to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from Wfl- 
liam Broadsireet, praying for an allowance of boun- 
ty on the fishing schooner Mary, of Newburyporl: 
refeired to the Committee on Comsneroe. - 

Also a petition from Henry Hatch, of Boston, 
piayiny indemnity, as administiator, for French 
spoliations pHor to 1800: referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. CHOATE, leave was nanted 
to withdraw from the files the petition of Henry 
Gardiner and others of the New Engluid Mississijy 
pi Land Company. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of the city and county of Fhila^ 
delphia, asking that the piers at Port Penn and Ree- 
dy Island be repaired; attd that the light-house on 
Brandywina shoals, in the river Delaware, be com- 
pleted by the government: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Also preaented additional testimony in support of 
the claim of Joshua Shaw, for compensation for the 
use of his inventions of percussion locks, caps, &c.: 
referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

NATVRAUZATIOIf LAWS. 

Also presented a memorial flom sundry citizens 
of the commonwealth of FMnsrlvaiiia, askii^ that 
the natumlization laws be so changed as to require 
a residence of 21 years fix>m foreigners, sAer their 
declaration of intention to become citizens, before 
they shall be entitled to the privilege of citizenship, 

Mr. B. said he had also received, with this memo- 
rial, a request from a respectable citizen of Phila- 
delphia, that he should express his opinion on this 
•ubject at the time of the presentation of the memo- 
rial. He did not consider thii a proper time to en- 
ttr into a diseuNioa of this neat questioo. At iha 
IMMti«M«lMl»dMObJtolloa to MM tbM h* WW 



against extending the time of the residence of for- 
eigners beyond the period of five years, which was 
now necessary to acquire the rights of citizenship. 
He entertained the same opinions now, upon this 
subject, that he entertained when he formerly pre- 
sented memorials of this nature; but if it should be 
established that the present naturalization laws were 
not a sufficient guard against frauds, and if it should ., 
be established that frauds had been committed to 
anything like the extent mentioned, he should go 
with him who went farthest so to amend the natu- 
ralization laws that fraud would not be the eoaae- 
quence of this system; and he believed thai every 
citizen of the muntry, whether native or naturalized, 
was deeply concerned in suppressing these frauds, 
if such did exist, upon the rights of the citizens of 
the United States. Without going further into this 
subject at present, and stating that at the proper 
time he should be ready to express his Views upon 
it, he moved the reference of the memorial to the 
Committee tm the Judiciary, stating at the same 
time that it was signed by highly respectable dtizena 
of the city and county of Philadelphia. 

Mr. ARCHER preaented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for an extension of the naturalization laws so as 
to require a probationary residence of twenty-one 
years to entitle foreigners to the rights of citizen- 
ship. 

Mr. ARCHER thought, with the honorable sen- . 
tor from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bdcramait,] that the 
preaentation of memorials was not the appropriate 
occasion for the expression of their sentiments on 
the great question involved in the prayer of this me- 
monid. He was exceedingly anxious te give ex- 
pression fully to the sentiments that he indulged aa 
,to the object of this memorial; but peroeiving, aa he 
did, that there was to be a hot war in the country in 
relation to this subject, he had not the least desire to 
throw away any of his powder upon the parade 
ground. He must acknowledet; he was deeply con- 
cerned -at the indications manifeated in the bnef de- 
bate of yesterday. Beibre the occurrence of that de- 
bate, he entertained a hope that the demonirtrations 
afforded by the great abuses which had been prac 
tised in reference to thc% laws of naturalizatwA 
must have produced an imprassion upon the Senate 
of the United States <ar different fruof that which he 
understood yestenlay to prevail. He did hope that, 
upon the very first indication of this question coming 
upon the floor of the SenUe, he Aould see evinced 
something like the impression which he knew pre- 
vailed throughout this ^reat country. Grieved he 
was to say that he perceived no feeling of that kind 
in this body. 

He was ^ad to know, at so early a period, what 
waa the state of feelii^ nere. He was ^ad that it 
had been announced in that debatCj to the people of 
this country. Gentlemen were going to find, befor* 
two more years passed over their heada, that this 
enormous abuse, which he had almotit heard deniid 
on diis floor yesterday, would no longer be endured; 
the people were not going to be contented witk 
observing the effect of remMies, or any cutting off 
of what his honorable colleague [Mr. IGvei] termed 
"exeaescences." 

[Mr. RIVES observed, firom his seat, that he had 
made use of no such exprossion.l 

He (Mr. Archer) understood him so; however, 
it was implied in die remarks of his colleague. H« 
was going to do him AiU justice. He was very sure 
his honorable eofleague, like himself, was moat de- 
sirous to find a remedy for the abuses which had 
been brought before the Senate; but he [Mr. Rivet] 
did not seem disposed to go to the extent that he 
(Mr. A.) was disposed to go to— not in stripping off 
branches of this abuse, but in going directly to the 
root. Let him tell his honorable comague he should 
have hh sincere participation in that object; but it 
Was not in stripping off branches of the abuse of 
which he [Mr. Rivza] spoke yesterday with a gnat 
many expressions of qualification, that this great 
abuse was to be reached. He had ezpa^cd to flvi 
in him, and the honorable sonator from Maryland, 
[Mr. Merrick,] cordial and zealous allies m the 
object which he, for one, would never lose sight 
of— an effectual eradication of the rootof th« evil. 

As to the sentiments of the honorable senator 
from New York, [Mr. Foitbb,] he asked the atteii'^ 
lion of the country to them. After that honorable 
gentleman had finished his mtuu-ks. he (Mr. A.) 
resDy did not know whether he would be at Uberty 
to make any distinctioD between indiganoui citiceiia 
oT this country and thoM off-soooringt of a foisifii 
fOfvkOn WM WW* to eomt hm udtotarim^ 
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the practical operation of our institutionB, if not to 
assist in framing them, while wholly if norant of 
their value and import, or reckless of tne cona^ 
quences. 

He was toM that, if we undertook to form any 
distinction between foreigners and native Ameri- 
cans, it would be invidious. He was told that one 
man who had lived five years in the United States 
was just as ^^od as another, and just as much enti- 
tied to exercise the elective franchise in the United 
States. He was told you mutt look, not to distinct 
tions made by lesidence or time, but those distinc- 
tions made by morals. 

And wimt next' That it was very difficult to de- 
tect or enforce distinctions depending upon morals. 
And all this amounted to what? To the fact that, 
whilst alt were ready to admit that the most nefa- 
rious abuses (and we had just as well undertake to 
deny that the sun shines, as to deny this) had oc- 
curi«d at the last presidential election, nevertheless, 
there was no distinction to be made between native- 
born citizens and those who were from a foreign 
land. 

Let him tell the Senate and the country that 
such anticipations were not going to be realized. If 
the members of this and the other body did not take 
the matter into their hands, the people of the coun- 
try would take it into their own hands, and cuiopt a 
more effectual guard against these frauds than any 
which had been proposed here for the redress of 
this public grievance. He moved the reference of 
the memoriafto the conmiittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BATES presented a petition from Mary 
Blakesle, of Baltimore, Maryland, and a petition 
from Joseph Simmons, severally praying for pen- 
sions; which were referred to the committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented two memorials, 
one from Jacob Fowler, residing in Covington, 
Kentucky, and the other from Elhzon Williams, of 
Kenton county, Kentucky, who served under Gen. 
Wayne, praymg for petisions. 

Aflr. M. made some remarks, calhng the attention 
tion of the pension committee, to whom they were 
referred, to the peculiar merits of these two cases. 

On motion by Mr. UPHAM, the petition of James 
Smalley, agent for a regiment of Vermont militia, 
asking for remtmentioii for their aervioea in de- 
fending Plattsburg during the late war, was ordered 
to be token from the files, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Military A/Tairs. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was 

lUaolvtd, That tbfl Committee on the Jtiiliclanr be in- 
■tructeil to inquire into the expediency of tUowui^ com- 
pensation to the Dwnen or the whooner "Select,'* for dam- 
«ge« tiMtained by them in consequence of a colUaion be- 
tween the nid achooner and the United State* frigate Mia- 
aiuippi, in Au(^at, 1849,«ithoat lault on the part of the 
crew of the aaid achooner. 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill to 
consolidate and amend the acts in relation to pen- 
sions to the widows and orphans of naval officers, 
seamen, and marines; which was twice read, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also introduced, on leave, a joint resolution, 
authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. T. Thorn- 
ton in the settlement of his accounts; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. . 

Mr. BATES, on leave, introduced a bill to refund 
and ascertain the balance due Massachusetts; wbidi 
was read twice, and, with the report of tlie Secre- 
tary of War on the subject, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
recognise the sales of the public lands in the State 
of Louisiana, in certain cases, and for other pui^ 
poses; which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ASHLEY gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill organizing a 
new land district in the southern part of Ar- 
kansas. 

Mr. BREESE, on leave, introduced a bill declar- 
ing the assent of Congress to the State of Illinois to 
impose a tax on all lands hereafter sold in that State 
by the United States from and after the time of such 
sale; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. WOODBURY, on leave, introduced a bill 
supplementary to the act for the relief of John Hol- 
lingsworth, of Blount county, Alabama, approved 
S8th June, 1838; which wa? read twice, and refei^ 
red to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. MILLER, on leave", introduced a bill for the 
gracing and Mving square 349, belonging to the 



United States, in the City of Washington; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WOODBURY, on leave, introducee a bill for 
therelief of Gideon Batchelder and others; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, it was ordered 
that the petition of H. H. Sanders, for a renew- 
al of a pension, be taken from the files and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, that the petition ofj. F. CaMwell he ta-^ 
ken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
one the Post Office and Post Roads. 

NATDRALIZATION LAWS. 
Mr. BARROW submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which, tmder the rule, lie one day on the ta- 
ble, viz: 

Renlnri, That the Jodiciai^ Committee be initmeted to 
inquire whether naturalization papers ha%'e been granted 
to foreigners bjr any federal or State court, in violation of 
the proviiiont of the laws of Congress; and Ihatsaid com- 
mittee be authorized to send for persons and papers. 
. Re$clrfd, That said committee be instructed to in.-inire in- 
to the expediency of a law empowering the district courts 
of the United States to cancel and declare null all naturali- 
xation papers which may he found, upon Judicial investiga- 
tion, to hare been granted in violation or fraud of the laws 
of Congress. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York, on leave, intro- 
duced a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make arrangements or compromise with any 
of the lureties on oonds givep by Ssmuel Swart- 
wout, late collector of the port of New York; which 
was read twice, and, with the petitions and pupers 
on the files on the subject, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary: 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, it was ordered 
that the petition of William Bubuys, late postmas- 
ter at New Orleans, be taken from the files and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BERRIEN, firom die Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill foir the relief of Miles King 
and his assignees; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. DICKINSON 
yesterday, concerning our Indisn relations, (to be 
found in « preceding column,) come up in order, 
and was agreed to. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. ASHLEY yes- 
terday, (and to be found in a preceding column,) on 
the subject of drawbacks on goods exported in origi- 
nal packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, was taken 
up, and agreed to. 

ELECTIONS OF ELEtn'OKS OF PRESIDENT. 

The bill from the House regulating the time for 
electing the electors of President and Vice President 
of the United States was read twice, and referred to. 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The following bills were read the third time and 
passed, viz: 

An act changing the time of holding the federal 
courts of Kentucky; and. 

An act for the relief of Joshua Kennedy of Ala- 
bama. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from 
Brown, Graves, A Co., and others of the citizens of 
New York, praying that the bill introduced into the 
House on the 7th of June last, entitled "a bill to 
refund tlie duties collected on coffee imported from 
tlie Netherlands, and to repeal the discrimination 
made on this article by the tarilTact of 1843, so far 
as the Netherlands are concerned," may be passed 
into a law with as little delay ay possible: re&rred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Also presented a memorial from the president 
and professors of William and Mary College, pray- 
ing indetnnity for property destroyed by the enemy 
during the revolution, in consequence of^its occupan- 
cy by the United States: referred to the Conunittee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

OREGON. 
Mr. ATCHISON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to organize 
the government of the Territory of Oregon. 

GRANT TO THE HEIRS OF ROBERT FULTON. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of the heirs of 
Robert Fulton coming up on its third reading, 

Mr. TAPPAN requested that it would be post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

Mr. PEARCE thought the delay unnecessary. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved the pos^nement of the 
bill. 



On this question the ayes were 13, noes 14; so 
the bill was not ordered to be postponed. 

It WEUi then read a third tune; and the question 
being on its passage, 

Mr. BREESE called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. ' 

Mr. BERRIEN said he understood the bill to be 
for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton; and that 



it appropriated a large sum ((76,300.) He desired 

" of the 
recommended. 



to be informed of the grounds on which the bill i 



Mr. PEARCE replied that it was a bill in the 
very shape in which it passed the Senate, after a 
long debate, last session; during which debate the 
whole merits of the case were thoroughly examined 
and decided upon. It had been also frequently be- 
fore the Senate and the House of Representatives 
prior to the last session; and had been, on each oe- 
casioD, fully and satisfiictonly explained. Mr. P. 
then enumeiated various reports on the subject both 
by committees of Congress and the executive de- 
partments, and entered into a minute history of the 
case; the material substance of which wss,that,in 
February, 1815, Mr. Fultun died while in the 
employment of the government; imd that, in Janu- 
ary, 1837, Mr. Dickeraon, Secretary of the Navy, 
reported the following statement of his accoimts, in 
ol<edi«nceto a joint resolution of Congress,. passed 
S3d June, 1836: ■ 

Vniltd atata tit accovmt trtlJt M« hiin t/RtUrt F^lttit. 
Da— 
1810. Money expended by him iu making torpedo esperi 

menta for harbor defence . - ■ . $6,000 

Serricea in making aame - - - ' • AO.OO , 

ISIS. Damagas for the detention of the steamer 

Vesurins trom December 30, 1814, to March 13, 

1816, impnused into the serrtce of the United 

States at New Orleans by Oen. Jaciison M,000 

The use of Mr. Fulton's patent right for comtmct- 

ing steam frigates ..... 60,000 . 
Serricea of supsriotendeat in boilding a steam 

frigate at New rork (the Fulton) 36,000 

•146,000 
Ca.- 
1610. By cash advanced for makiag experiments 

Ibr coast and harbor defence by toipedocs - 9*>000 

1814. By cash advanced on contract to fit ant 

steamboats for gorenunent - - 40,000 



$46,000 
100,600 



Balance due the heirs (^ RtbeTt FOlten - 

$146,000 

When, however, the subject' wiu up last session, 
considerable modifications of this accoimt were 
made, and the balance due was reduced to |76,300. 
There was, indeed, a part of this sum which, 
it w(w considered, the government was un- 
der no legal obligation to pay; but, in view of the 
eminent services rendered to the country by Mr. 
Fulton's inventions and adaptation of steam power, 
it was admitted that the gratuity afibrded by that 
item would not be too much. 

^Mr. BERRIEN had made the inquiry from no 
disposition to obstruct the bill; but from a desire to 
enable him and others to vote understandingly, as 
well as from the conviction that a bill making appro- 
priation to this amount should not pass without 
satisfactory explanation. 

Mr. DICKINSON called the attention of the 
Senate to the investigation of this claim two years 
since, both by the Navy Department and the Com- 
mittee on Claims in the Senate, by which it appear- 
ed that no grounds existed for such a demand. 

Mr. BREESE was also satisfied that the report 
of the Committee on Claims, made through Mr. 
Graham, 17th February, 1842, proved that nothing 
was due by the government to the heirs of Mr. Fu^ 
ton. If an appeal was made to the generosity of 
Congress on the grounds of Mr. Fulton's rervices, 
there'might be a general disposition to act liberally; 
but even then, it might well be doubted if there was 
any power to make this consideration the groimds 
of any appropriation. He called for the reading of 
Mr. Graham's report. 

The report was read accordingly. It states fUlly 
tlie reasons which influenced the committee to make 
an adverse report on the claim. It disposes of four 
items in the debit side of the account, amounting to . 
j)85,000, by showing their extravagance, and assert- 
ing that the j^5,000 on the credit side, amply paid 
on these claims. Thee ' " 
thus: 

" It thus appeals that no ■ use' baa ever been inade'of 
Mr. Fulton's invention in respect to ateun-veaaeU of wai by 
the naval constructora, or any persona attMhed to the naval 
aerrice of tlie United Stataa. Nor, intheoalnloaofthaboard, 
have they been in any decree aided in the improvement of 
Bteam-veaaela «f war bf |iia invention. Tour eommlttes, 
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therefore, are unable to concnr with Mr. Secretary Dicker^ 
«an in allowing; thii uiiount or fM.OM u a credit to Mr. Ful- 
ton in the ttatemeot of hit account with the gaTemmenl. The 
honor of being the fint to api^y ateam-power exclaaively to 
Teaaelsof war, as well as to commercial vessels, is liis i and 
the fame of a great public benefactor is inseparably connect- 
•d with his same. But, without a departure flora the usages 
of the government from the earliest period, and the eatab- 
liahmentofa precedent of a most dangerous tendency, the 
committee cannot recognise this remote benefit to the coun- 
try in the construction of shins of war, as constituting a 
claim for pecuniary reward to De paid to the heirs of the 
inventor irom the public trcasurj-. They, therefore, import 
lor adoption the foUowing resolution, to wit : 

" Rrtolted. That the prayer of the petitioner* ought not 
to b« granted. " 

Mr. PEARCE said that, inasmuch as the senator 
from Illinois had called for the reading of an adverse 
report exclusively, while many of a contrary nature 
existed which ought also to be read, in order to 
give time for producing them, he would assent to 
Dm proposition of postponement, or himself make a 
motion to postpone the bill til! io-oiorrow. 

The further consideration of the bill was accord- 
ingly postponed till to-morrow- 

N*VT CONTRACTS. 
The Senate bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to extend the time for filling contracts in cer- 
tain cases, was read a third time and passed. 

FURLOUGHS IN THE NAVT. 

The Senate bill authorizing furloughs in the navy 
in certain cases, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr- MOREHEAD gave notice that to-morrow, 
or the earliest day practicable, he would introduce 
a bill for gntnting pensions to Jacob Fowler and 
EKston Wuliams, soldiers in Wayne's army of 
1794. 

SPECULATORS IN TEXAS LANDS AND SCRIP. 

Mr. BENTON submiued the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over till to-morrow, tmder the nile: 

Rtnkti, That the Committee on Foreign AITair* be in- 
stracted to iaquire whether any proriatons are necessary, 
in providing for the annexation ol Texas, to protect the 
Unita<t States ftom speculating operations in Texas lands or 
acrip; aad-whether any persons employed by the govem- 
ment are connected with such specnlaUona. 

Alio, that aald committaa b« inatractad to inquire whether 
the Texaa treaty was c6mmeiic«d or agreed upon before the 
receipt of Lord Aberdeen'* despatch of December 30, 1B43, 
to IMr. Packenham, communicated to our government In 
Febraaiy. 1844. 

Alao, that it be inatracled tf oM%in, if poatible, the "pri- 
vate letter'Vrom London, quoted u Sir. Upshur's first des- 
patch in ^e Texas negotjation, and supposed by the Fresi- 
dent,to have been eaTne4 away amoag the private papers; 
and to aacertain the name of the writer of said letter. 

And that said committee be anthoriied to send for per. 
sons and papers to answer the foregoing inquiries, and any 
others that may be necessary to promote the safe, speedy, 
able, and honorable annexation of Texas to the United 



The 8enate then adjourned. 

MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tqesdat, December 17, 1844. 

The minutes of yesterday were heard and ap- 
proved. 

NOTICES AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave nouee of his inten- 
tion hereaAer to ask leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorize the erection of a marine hoepital at Chicago, 
in the Slate of Illinois, provided, tne funds for uie 
•arae can be raised from the sale of portions of the 
military reservations in said city. 

On the motion of Mr. PEYTON, it was 

Resefawd, That the committee on Revolutiooary Peniions 
he instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the pension law 01^1833, so as to extend the beneAts to the 
oScers and soldiers of the revolutionary war who served 
Ipss than six months; and of to amendinglthe pension law 
of less as to include the widows of reTolntionary oflcers 
and soldiers who married after 1790. 

, Mr. HENLEY desired to submit a resolution to 
prohibit motions for adjournment before 4 o'clock 
p. m. each day; which was olyected to. He then 
moved a suspension of the rules; which was nega- 
tived. 

Mr. HAMLIN offered a resolution in the follow- 
ing terms: 

tu-kti. That 10.000 copies of the report of the mi^rity , 
and a like number of the report of the minority, of the spe- 
cial committee of the last session, on the memorial of tev- 
enl nembera of the legislature ofRhode Island, be printed 
fcr the use of the House. 

On this resolution, which lies over one day under 
the rule, he moved the previous question. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired if it was in order to 
move the previous question at this time' The rule 
ttquired that all such resolutions should lie over for 
one dajr before any «ction could be had tbereon; and 



he contended that, to make such a motion, was ac- 
tion upon the resolution. 

The SPEAKER replied, and decided that the 
motion for the previous question could be received 
and entered, but could not oe acted upon this day. 

Mr. ADAMS thought the decision of the Speak- 
er VKas inconsistent with other decisions on like sub- 
jects. 

Mr. CRANSTON desired the gentleman from 
Maine to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question, that it might. come up to-morrow for dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. HAMLIN was not willing to assent to that 
miggestion, inasmuch as he was not assured that he 
■hould be entitled to the floor when this subject 
should a^n come up. 

The subject then went over. 

On motion of Mr. SIMONS, it waa 

Rtsolrsd, That 1I,SSS copies of a draft representing the 
contemplated navy-yard at Memphis, Tennessee, to accom- 
pany document No. 9, be furnished. 

Mr. HALE gave notice of his intention hereaAer 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to abolish the office 
of Commiaaioner of Public Buildings. 

Mr. HALE also submitted a resolution, a* fol- 
lows: 

Rttolrti, That the Secretary of the Navy be request- 
ed to inform the House what contracts, ifany, have Men 
made by his department since the first day of January, an- 
no Domini 1B40, for fuinithing pina timDcr or lumber to 
any navy-yards; and if so, to what yards; in what papers, if 
any,weTe the proposals advertised; with whom the contract* 
were made; how much thnbor or lumber has been furnished 
under said contract*; what price* have been paid therefor; 
and how much more ha* been paid under (aid contract* for 
■aid timbar than wa* paid far the aame articlea before th« 
contract wa* entered into. 

The resolution liea over one day, under the rale. 
Mr. WINTHROP offered the following resolu- 
tion; which liea over one day, tmder the rule: 

Rssairrd, That the Secretary *f the Tr«a*ury be directed 
to communicate to thi* House copia* of all instmetlon* i» 
*ued by him in reference to the collection of duties on 
wines, colTee, or other article* of import *ince the first day 
of June last. 

On the motion of Mr.TIBBATTS, it was 
lUmlrtd, That the Committee of Claimilw instructed to 
inqoir* into the propriety of paving Samuel Parry the 
amount deducted trom a fralght till under a contiaot with 
McClnieand company (hr transportation of Indian stores, 
and an additional amount obtaineil for detention, and the ex- 
pen*e* incurred thereby. 

Mr. REDING offered the following «tolution; 
which liea over one day, under uie rule: 

Rffofrpd, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to tiiis House liow much money was paid each 
year by the late bank of the United States, and its immedi- 
ate successor the United States bank of Pennsylvania, to 
members of Congress, editors of ijewspapers, bank attor- 
neys, and the persons employed by said banks in this and 
otbercountries, giving the name of each ficnon to whom 



neys, and the persons employed b] 

' ' , giving the name 
payment was m Me as aforesaid, and the 'amount paid to 



each. And also, that he report the amount loaned by said 
hanks eachyeartomenlwrsof Congress, bank attorneys, 
editor* of newspapers, and oflksers, agents, or other person* 
in the employment of said banks, giving the name* of such 
person*, and the amount to each reipectively. Alao, the 
•mount paid for4>rinting, and to whom paid. 

Mr. CATLIN submitted the following; which 
waai^reedto: 

Raahii, That the Committee on Commerce be, end they 
are hereby, iutmcted to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king an appropriation to continue the improvement* In the 
haihor of Norwich and Thame* river in Connecticut 

Mr. DANIEL P. KINO submitted the follow- 
ing; which was agreed to: 

Raolrtd, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill making appropriations for the pay' 
ment of the pensions due to the widows of revolutionary 
soldiers, agreeably to the act of June 17th 

Mr. RATHBUN submitted the following; which 
waa agreed to: 

RssoTrcd, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensiona 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Mercy Hoar. 

Mr. HUNOERFORD offered the following; 
which, after being amended, on the motion of Mr. 
WINTHROP, was agreed to, as foUows: 

Reseiwd, That the Committee on Commerce Inquire into 
the .expediency of reporting separate bills for every district 
appropriation proposed to Iw made. 

Mr. PATERSON offered a resolution instruct- 
ing the Committee on Military Afiiurs to inquire of 
the Secretary of War if it be not expedient to con- 
struct fortifications at or near the mouth of the 
Ghenesee river, upon Lake Ontario. 

Mr. HARALSON (chairman of the Committee 
on Military Afiain) said he hopod the gentleman 
who wanted to make the inquiry would do so him- 
self. If be wished the information, he could write 
to the Secretary of War as well as it couM be done 
bj the coroioittee. 



The question was taken, and the resolution was 
rejected. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR oHfered Uie following reso- 
lution, which lies over: 

Retohed. That the Secretary of the Treasurj- be directed 
to furnish this House with a statement showing the quantity 
of'eoarse wool unmanuliacturcd. the value whereof.atthe 
last port or place whence exported to the U. States, is sfcvcn 
cents or under per pound:" which has been imported into 
the United States and paid duties since the present tarifl' 
went into operation. 

Mr. FISH gave notice that he wouldf to-morrow, 
or some subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a 
bill to authorize the sale of Fort Oansevoort, in the 
city of New York, and the purchase of cerlnm land 
on Staten Island, used for the defence of the harbor of 
New York. 

Mr. STRONG offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resiihtd, That the Committee on Commerce he instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of mailing an appropria- 
tion for the preservation and improvement of the inlet to 
Port JelTeraon bay, in the State of New York. 

Mr. PRATT offered the following resolution: 
Rttolved, That the Committee on Patents be, and they am 
hereby, directed to inquire into the expediencv of muing 
the necessary appropriation, out of the patent iund, to pur- 
chase an ample collection of scientific and other nec«-ssary 
books, to provide for the publication and distribution of the 
description* and drawings of the inventions for which pat- 
ents have beau granted; also, what other proviuions are ne- 
eesaary to give greater elfiiciencv to the oince. and a more 
perf*ect arrangement of the models and drawings, within 
Ve extent of the (tends arising from patents; and that the 
committee report by bill or otherwise. 

The question was taken, and the leaolulioB was 
adopted. 

Mr. EXiMElR offered a resolution instructing the 
Committee on Commerce to intjuire into the expe- 
diency of making an appropriation for completing 
the Delaware breakwater; ant) also to inquire into 
the expediency of commencing a breakwater on the 
Crow shoal, on the Cape May side of the bay. The 
resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. W. WRIGHT gave notice that he intended 
to ask leave to introduce a bill for the purpose of 
removing obslructiona at the mouth of the Passaic 
liver. New Jersey. 

Mr. RAMSEY offered the following, resolution; 
which lies over one day: 

lUtctmd, That 3,MW extra Copies of the report of Pro- 
fessor Johnson to the Navy Department, on the varioas 
kinds of coal and their adaptation to the produetioa of 
steam, be printed. 

Mr. DARRAGH offered a resolution directing the 
CommiUee on Roads and Canals to report a bill 
authorizing the opening of a canal around the falls 
of St. Mary at the outlet of Ijade Superior. 

AAer a momentary conversatitm between Messrs. 
DARRAGH and SAMPLE, the resolution waa 
adopted. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered the following 
resolution: 

Hmhei. That the Clerk of the House, at the close of tha 
session, pay out of the contingent fund to those in the sei^ 
vice of the House an amount equol to that paid to similar 
Individuals by the Senate during the present Congress. 

Mr. CAVE JiJHnSON objected to the resolu- 
tion; and it accordingly liea over. 
On moUon of Mr. ANDREW STEWART, 
RtMhtd, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pension* 
be instructed to inquire Into the expediency of granting a 
pension to William Oump, ol Greene county, Pennsylvania. 

On moUon of Mr. BUFFINGTON, 

Re$alved, That the Committee on Commerce be instmct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of makine an appropria- 
tion (or the improvement of the Alleghany, from Pittsburg,' 
in the State of Pennsylvania, to Oleaa, in the Stata of New 
York. 

WINES, SILKS, AND FREE GOODS. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the foUowing 
resolution: 

Raetcid. That those parts of the act commonly known 
as the tarifi act of August, 184i, be modified and recUfied. aa 
fhr as respecU foreign wines and silk*, when they conflKt 
with treaties, or are otherwise objectionable. Also, that 
the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of imposin|; a nominal duty on all tK9 
articles, for the precise ascertaument of them. 

The reading of the resolution being greeted with 
some laughter in certarin (luarters of t£e House, 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he wished it to be under- 
stood, as the resolution appeared to be a subject of 
derision in his neighborhooa, that he waa responsi- 
ble for it, and for it all. 

[Renewed laughter.] 

The SPEAElER remarked that this resolution 

proposed to change a standing law of the land, 

which it waa not competent for the House to do b^ 

I resolution. 



Digitized by 



Google 



_ - ' ■ ■"" ' 



40 



CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



^ 



Mr. INGERSOLL »aid he took it for granted 
that it would be referred lo the Committee of Wava 
and Means, to inqaire into tlie expediency of the 
matter. But he had drawn the resolution in ita 
present form, because it was the fact, end a remark- 
able fact it was, as appeared from a hasty reading of 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, thai that 
department had been obliged to alter a law of the 
land conformably to treaty stipulations, because bills 
reported at the last session had not been acted on. 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. INGSRSOLL asked the yeas and nays 
thereon, which were ordered. 

After some conversation by Messrs. INGER- 
SOLL, WINT HROP, and the SPEAKER, 

Mr. INGERSOLL, at the suggestion of the 
Speaker, modified his resolution so as to put in 
the form of an inquiry by the Committee of Ways 
and Means into the expediency of all the changes 
referred to in the resolution. 

Mr. STEWART, remarking that, since the mod- 
ficatinn of the resolution, he had no objection to it, 
withdrew his motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK moved an amendment to the 
latter clause of the resolution, so as to provide for 
an inquiry "into the expediency of imposing a rev- 
enue duty upon all articles now imported free;" atid 
upon the amendment he asked the. yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. . 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS objected to the resolution, and 
proposed lo debate it. , It was accordingly laid 
over. 

Mr: HOPKINS, in pusuance of previous notice, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Joseph Ram.sey; 
which was twice read, and referted to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

MR. Madison's papers. 

. Mr. DROMGOOLE offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Rtacivti, That the Joint Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the eicpedlency of contnctinif for 
the purchase and publication of the writings, corre*pond- 
encc, and papers of the late James Madison, not heretofore 
purchased and published. 

Mr. D. remarked that he presumed there would 
be no objections to the inquiry. He asked, howT 
ever, for the information of the House, that a short 
paper be read to call the attention of the House more 
particularly to the subject. 

Mr. D. sent to tlic Clerk, by whott it was read, 
the following: 

To the Hon. OcoacK C. DaOHOooLC, 

Honat of Reprettnlativtt: 

rerroil me, sir, to take a a Uberty with you, which I fs«l 
some authority to do from the respect my husband cherish- 
ed for yon, and the altectlon with which you hare inspired 
my son, who assisted in preparing the manuscript papers of 
Mr. Madison lor the press, which I now desire to oS'er, 
through you, to Congrufix, as the safest proprietors of wri- 
tings which they well know how to appreciate. They con. 
aist of iMtween nre and six volumes, exclusive of the De- 
bates he disposed of to Congress— one on constitutional sub- 
jects, which may well follow the Debates, being comments 
on their results: three volumes of a historical character— 
legislative and administrative — embracing proceedings of 
the legislature of Virginia during his service in that body, 
as weD as those of Congress while he waj a member, under 
the administration of President Washington. The subjects 
of the residue of hi-i writings are political, political econo- 
my, law of nations, Judicial, &c-,Bnd miscelianeona. 

Should it pleOBC you to take part in my interest by making 
this proposal to your honorable body, 1 shall be ready to 
lay before you the work essential to the object, on your sng- 
gestion of the proper time. 

IVith ranch rMpect, 

D.P.MADISON. 

[Memorandum furnished Gen. Dbouooolc] 

The writings of Mr. Madison are arranged lo be 
divided into volumes of 5 or 600 pages: 

Vol. 1st. The papers relating to the articles of 
confederation and constitution of Virginia; letters of 
James Madison to Jefferson, Monroe, Pendleton, 
Randolph, Washington, and Madison, sen., up to 
the commencement of the new government; with ap- 
pendix, containing notes of confederacies and of the 
confederation. 

Vol. 2d. . The letters of the abovenamed and 
others during the administrations of Washington 
and Adams; republican view of the policy of those 
administrations; notes of conversations and papers 
connected with his confidential- intercourse with 
Washington, his character, and explanation of the 
enizma in Giles's imptaehment of Hamilton. 

Vol. 3d. The letters of or to foreign miniatersand 
diplomatic functionaries, heads of departments, mili- 
taiy and naval commariders, PreiUdentaand ex-Praa- 
identa JeAnon and Monroe; and, if naeaaaary, to 
p«oi|t J»y, UenTf Wfaeaton, C, J. In(«noll, An- 



drew Stevenson, John Adams, J. d. Adams, Wm. 
C. Rives, &c, to the close of either administration, 
or to include the whole correspondence with Jeffer- 
son and Monroe, as may be necessary to fill the vol- 
ume; showing the policy of these administretions. 

Vol. 4th. Letters and writings on constitutional 
subjeclB. 

Vol. 5th. Essays and letters on political econ- 
omy, law of natioiis, juridical, historical, na- 
tural history, &c., may make out thia volume; 
may include also printed essays in Freneau's 
pohlicol observations, 1795, and examina- 
tion of British doctrine, &c.; some essays to be 
found with the papers relating to Washington; and 
poiBsibly this fund, and what may be taken from 
the miscellaneous mass, may make the 5th and 6th 
volumes; and leave the miscellaneous dt the 7th. 

Vol. 6th. Miscellaneous. 

The reading of these papers, Mr. D. remarked, 
showed the importance of the matter referred to. 
He took this occasion to say, also, that upon the 
adoption of the resolution to refer the matter to a 
joint committee, he was authorized to say the pa- 
pers would be open for inspection to the committee. 
The papers were now in the city, at the residency 
of Mrs. Madison, where they were arranged with 
every facility for their examination. 

He need not detain the House to remark upon the 
character of Mr. Madison, and particularly how 
pre-eminent above all other men he had b^n for 
the fidelity of his statements, and for his freedom 
from all political bias therein. 

THE PAPERS OF ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

Mr. FISH moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting a provision for a similar inquiry with ref- 
erence to the papers, correspondence, &c., of Alex- 
ander Hamilton. He was induced te do this, he 
■aid, in conseouence of a letter he had yesterday re- 
ceived from tne widow of that gentleman, urging 
him to bring the matter before theliouse. In it she 
stated that she was about to come to this city for 
the purpose of submitting the papers which she de- 
sired to have published. He hwl therefore moved 
the ameadment. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said if there was anv evi- 
dence that the papers referred to by the gentleman 
were prepared for the inspection of the Hotise, he 
should have no objection to the amendment; still, 
he thought it proper 'that each proposition should be 
presented in a separate and distinct form; and he 
now gave Kflhe gentle maa from New York the as- 
surance that, if he would not embarrass bis (Mr. 
D.'s^ proposition with his amendment, he would 
not interfere with the gentleman's proposition at 
any time when he presented it to the House. 

Mr. FISH, on this assurance, withdrew his 
amendment. 

The question recurring on the original resolution, 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. STEENROD offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to: ' 

ilesoJvtd, That the Committee on Commereelje directed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a narine hos- 
pital at Wheeling, Virginia. 

Mr. GOGGIN offered the following, which was 
agreed to: 

Hitclrtd, That the rommittee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
ttracted to inquire into the propriety of allowing to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Lomax, widow of the late Major Mann rage Lo- 
oiax, of the United States army, the half pav allowed to 
widows whose husbands have died of wounds received in 
••rvice. 

SOLDIERS OP THE OLD INDIAN WARS. 

Mr. SUMMERS offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Raolvtd, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law similar compensation for the officers ana soldiers 
who served in the Indian wars between the treaty of peac« 
of 17g3, and the treaty of Greenville in 1795, us is now au- 
Choritad by law to be paid to oAicers and soldien of the rev- 
olutionary war. 

PAT AND MILEAGE. 
Mr. CHAPMAN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over one day, on notice of de- 
bate: 

Reiohed, That the Clerk of this HouM pay, out of the 
contingent fund of the House, lo Wiluau L. Odgoik, his 
mileage and pay as a member of this House from the 4tli 
day or December, ISM, to the 16th day of Febmary, 1844, 
liKlusive. 

Mr. HOLMES, in pursuance of previous notiee, 
obtained leave, and introduced a joint resolution to 
cbaoge the name of the brig tAaiel Webster to 
Adela, ind tb«niuM of tli* nooonw M«7 Fnnow 



to that of Isabella; which resolution was read the 
first and second time, and ordered to be engroawd 
for a third reading. 

The said resolution having been engroesed, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed. 

Mr. BURT, in pursuance of previous notice, ob- 
tained leave and introduced a bill to repeal the duty 
on cotton bagging and gunny cloth; which was read 
the firat and second time, and refisrred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Rtwlrei, That the Committee for the District of Cohoa- 
bla, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of retro- 
cedingto the States of .Maryland, and Virginia, respective- 
ly snob parts of the Diitrlc{ of Colusabia as are not occupied 
by the piiblic buildings and grounds, and aa are oet ne- 
cessary to the public business. 

Mr. N. P. STONE, gave notice, that he would 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day of the present 
'Session, ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of serjeant major John Champe. 

MARINE HOSPITALS. 

Mr. FRENCH, in pursuance of previous notice, 
obtained leave, and introduced a Dili to provide 
for the construction of marine hospitala upon 
the sites heretofore purchased by the gov- 
ernment, and for other purposes, on the western 
waters; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

REVOLVTIONART PENSIONS. 
Mr. CALDWELL, in conformity with notice 
given on a previotis day of the session, offered a res- 
olution explanatoi^ of an "act making appropria- 
tions for the payment of revolutionary and other 
peitsions of the United States for the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30lh of June, 1845;" which was twice read, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

Mr. ORIDER of the foHowiiw reaolution; 
which lies over one day, on notice of debate: 

Ratalvtd, That the Coaimlttea on the Judiciary be in- 
stmoted to report a blU regulating asd UmltiBg the power 
of removal by the exeonUve and hMda ofdepartnMBls. 

Mr. G. DAVIS offered the following teaolation; 
wliich lies over, on notice of debate: 

lUtah-fd, That the Comnittee of Ways and Means report 
to this Home the nomber of oOtasrs Bad other persons esi- 
ployed by the government tif the Unllod Slates in the polls 
of Portland, PortsmoMlC SUem, Mswbnryporl, Jtottm, 
Providence, New York, 'Phfladalphla, BalUmore, Norfolk, 
Charleston, Mobile, and New Orleans, during the years 
1838 andt 1843, by classes; and^also the gross expense of 
the collection of duties upon foreign Imports for ^tch of 
said years at the ports aforesaid. 

Mr. ASHE introduced a resolution, which was 
considered and agreed to, directing the Committee 
on Commerce to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king Memphis, in the Stale of Tennessee, a port of 
entry. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, or some subsequent day, aric 
leave to bring in a bill providing for the appointment 
of a district attorney and district judge for the west- 
em district of Tennessee, and the northern ilistrict 
of Mississippi. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to; 

Retolved, That the Committee on Engraving inquire into 
the expediency of printing five thousandcopies of the geolo 
gical report on Iowa, Wisconsin and Nortnem lUin^MS, by 
David Dale Owen, recently printed with illustrationa, by 
order of the Senate, for the use of the House; provided the 
same plates be used as those of the Senate, and that press* 
work and paper only be charged at the rates paid by the 
Senate. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. VINTON, in pursuance of notice given, ob- 
tained leave, and introduced a joint resolution lo 
amend the constitution of the United States in re- 
lation to the election of President and Vice Presi- 
dent: read the first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

POSTAGES. 

Mr. SCHENCK submitted the following resehi- 
tion; which, on notice of debate, lies over one 
day: 

Rciotved, That the Committe* on the Post Ofllce and Post 
Roads be instructed lo prepare and report to this House, as 
soon as practicable, a bill to regulate postages, which shall 
embody, among other things, the following features and 
provisions: 

1. That postages on letters and packages, other Ihsa 
aswspapers or printed periodical pnblioatlens, shall b* 
|i«4nt«4 With nkienet le thidiitaMf sftnssrorWlsRj 
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bat noohusc on any inch letter or pacluge wi . 

no Biort tb*n half an ounce, betweon way (wo polntf in 
the UniUd 9tatet, to exceed five centf , or be leH than two 
c«iita. 

!i. That an additional ohatn, aqnol to the poitaga npon 
•ay letter or package, aball M made thereto far each aSdi- 
tioiMl quarter of an ounce, without reference in aay oaM to 
the namber of pieeet of paper, or matter of which luch let- 
.ter orpaekace nay be cempoaed. 

• That all newipapen land printed periodical! ihall be 
chanced with noatage at the rate of one cent for each half 
once in weight, andone cent additional for each qoartei of 
an ouncaoTcr and beyond the fint half ounce. 

Mr. GIDDINGKS gave notice tliat be wouM to- 
morrow, or some (ubsequent day, ask leave to in- 
trodaoe a bill to repeal all acts of Congiresa hereto- 
fore passed for the stipport of slavery, or the slave 
trade, within the the District of Columbia. 

Mr. E. S. HAMLIN offered' the following reso- 
lution; which being objected to, lies over one oajr; 

lO mh t d t That the Preeident be reqoeeted to commonlcate 
to thia Houfe, if in liis posEAsuon, copies of all treatiee and 
compectt between the goTemmenta oiTeutj and Great Bel* 
taia, partioiilarif a copy of the treaty of commerce and nav- 
igatiea batwaea nid govanuneata, aigned on the 6th day of 
NoTonber, 1840. 

Mr. HARPER offered the following resolution; 
wUch was considered and agreed to: 

KfletH, That the petition of the heirt of Jacob Thomaa, 
of Kaox county, Ohio, aod the accompanving papera. now 
OB the file* of the House, be referred to the Conunlttee on 
Private Land Claimi. 

COASTING TRADB. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF offered the following res- 
ohltion; which was considered and agreed to: 

ffiwiliiid. That the Committee on Commerce be in«tructed 
to la^lfa Into the expediency of re«i airing by law all maaten 
of 9*i»th a a ga g ed In the coaating trade of the United Statea 
to *"■'*'' to ue cnllartora of tba porta from which they may 
aall, true copiea of all maaifeete, or the adoption of lome other 
plan of aecimng accnxate retumi the Secretary of Uur Treaa. 
ary of tha coaling trade. 

Mr. McDowell offered the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Ittuhti, That the Conunlttee on the Judiciair be inatmct* 
•d to inquire into the expediency of ao amending the nat 
ntaUntlon lawa of the United gtates aa to authorize any of 
the couta at record of the State thereof, whan the wltneaa 
or witnsaaas of any applicant under said law Car aaturalixa- 
Uoo are beyond the Juriadictlon of auch court, to eauae to be 
iamaad, npoa the aiatios of auch appUaant, a commlaalon 
aatiwrlsuc aay JaaUee of the peace wttUa any of the States 
tharcol^ or any olerfc of the eonrts of the same, where such 
witneases or witnesses reside, to take the testimony of auch 
witness or witnesses in writing, ceriiftr andalBx, or cause to 
be aflaed, the saa) oi said couatv Of tkora ,be a seal) to the 
same, and transmit it tko court imu wvnfe i^ leaned, to be 
•■ed aa competent eridanec in sodh case, to aoaure to such 
qiplicaat the benett of said naturanzation lawa. 

On the motion of Mr. R. ^ITH, it was 
Bassfserf. That the Committee on RevolutioiiaTy Pensions 
be instracted to Inquire into the cxpediencv of extending 
the bcneAts of all the pension laws now in lorce, granting . 
pe aa ioa a to the oflteers and soldiers of the rvTolutionary 
war, and tbebr widows, ta the offlceis and soldiara whe 
aervad in the defeoce of our frontiers in the Indian wan 
prior to the year 1810. 

jllm, nnltd. That the Committeaon Commerce be in- 
atmctad to Iwialra into the expediency of eatabliahing a 



hospital at Iha junction of the Mlaaisaippi and Ohio 

rivers, (or the accommodation of sick and diaablad sailors, 
aaaniiin. boatmen, and others. 

Mr. J. A. WRIGHT gave noace that he would 
on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of Mary Ann Bru- 
n«r, of Putnam county, Indiana. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN gave notice of his intention 
to introduces bill grantine pre-emption rights to ac- 
tual seders upon the tmsold lands l]rinK in the Slate 
of Indiana, which were ceded by the Miami Indians 
to the United States. 

Mr. THOMPSON gave notice of his intention 
hereafter to ask leave to introduce a bill to legalize 
the sales of certain lands made at the Chocchuma 
and Columbus land offices, in the State of Missis- 
sippi. 

On the motion of Mr. HUGHES, it was 

Reselrsd, That the Committee on Indian A/Tain be In- 

^ strocted to inquire into the pxppdienoy of removing the 

' saperintendency of Indian aSkir* from St Looia to Fort 

Lesivanworth, or some other suitable place on the western 

border of the SUte of Missouri; and that they report by bill 

or otherwise. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, pnratiant to notice heretofore 
glTMi, adnd and obtained leave to introduce a "bill 
to esMblish the taniiory of Nebraska;" which was 
lead twice, and referred to the Committee on Terri- 
toriaa, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BdeC^ELLAND obtained leave to introduce 
a bill lelaliTe to the ofBce of surveToi^general of the 
BMea of Ohio. Indiana, and Michigan; which was 
nad tviee, and refcixM to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Land*. 

^t, LYON, ponuMt to notiM, obKintd ]un (o 



introduce a bill to i^pply cwtain alternate MCtions of 
the public domain towards the-completion of woi4c8 
of internal improvement in the Slate of Michigan, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. JAS. B. HUNT, pursuai.t to notice, obtain- 
ed leave to introduce a bill authorizing the opening 
of a canal around the falls of St. Mary, at the outlet 
of Lake Superior; which was read twice, and refei^ 
red to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HENRY DODGE, pursuant to notice, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to grant a certain 
quantity of land, to aid in the improvement of 
the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect the 
same by a canal in the Territory of Wisconsin; 
which was read twice, (tnd referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. C. B. SMITH offered the following; which 
lies over, under the rule: 

Btulrti, That the Committee of Ways and Means be Is- 
structcd to report to tbi« iioiise a bill making an appropria. 
tion of one hundred thouaaod flollarv for the coDtinuatfon 
of the Cnmbeiiaod, road in the State of Ohio. flM.OOO for 
the coi>tinaatioo of said road in the State of Indiana, and 
$190,000 for the continuatioa of aaid rood in the Slate af 
UUnois. 

Mr. SAMPLE offered the following; which was 
agreed to: 

Rtnhtd, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making a suitable appro- 
priation for continuing the improvemeuti In the harbor 
of Michigan city, in the State of Indiana; and also to int^uire 
InAo the expediency of antliorizing the eraction of a bght. 
house at City West of Lake Michigaa. 

On the motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, it waa 
Retslrfd, That the Committee on Committee on Com- 
merce be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con* 
stracting a hartwr at Little Fort, Lake county, State of 
lUinoia. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS offered the fbllowing; which 
lies over, imder the rule: 

Riti^cii, That the President of the United SUtcs be »■ 
quested to furnish to this House, at the earliest practicable 
period, if not incompatible with the public interest, copies 
of all eoirespondence with the British government in rela- 
tion to the occupation of the Oregon territorr, which cor- 
respondence may have transpired since the 4tli March, 1841. 

Mr. SLIDELL offered the following; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

AesoJeed ly Ui€ SenaU end Hshm of RepreientMiivtg of 
lAi Vmttd Stalta of Jlmtrita in Congrtlt otttiubled, two- 
thirit ^ both Itaiun eMuurring, Hiat the foUotf ing — n^Tf- 
ment of the oonatitution of the United States Ho proposodto 
the several States, to be valid, to all intents mm purposes, as 
part of said constitution, whea ratiSed by the leglalatures 
of threo-fourths of said States, viz: The election of Preat. 
dent and Vice President nhall hereafter he made directly by 
the people, or the legislatures, of the several States, with, 
out the Intervention of electors. Each State shall, in auch 
manner aa the legialatore thereof nay direct, give aa many 
votes for President and Vice President as may be equal to 
the whole number of senators and ruprcBentatives to which 
the State may be entitled in the Congrcts. Th« returns of 
said votes sbaH be certified and transmitted by the several 
States in the manner and form now prescribed for certifying 
and transmitting the votes of the electoral collagea. 

Mr. LEVY, submitted the following; and they 
were agreed to: 

Jteaeired, That the Committee on Military Allhln be <U- 
ricted to inquire into the propriety of giantiiig a pension to 
the widows or infant children ef persons killed by tha ene- 
my In the course of the Seminole hostilillea in Florida. 

RrmUtA, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the propriety of providing for the erection of 
a custom-house building and a marine hospital at Apalaehi- 
cdIs, Florida. 

Mr. HENLEY offered the following; and it was 
agreed to: 

Itetefvni, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of appropriating $30,000 for 
the improvement of the Indiana schute, in the Falls of the 
Ohio liver, for downward nuvlgation. 

Mr. HAMMETT offered the following; and it 
was agreed to: 

RrKlcti. That the Committee on Commerce be Instructed 
to Inquire into the expediency of ai^ropriating $IO.MO for 
the purpose of improving the chauDcl at Pass Christian, 
near the State of Mississippi, in the Oulf of .Wexwo. 

Mr. FICKLIN offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

RftoUti. That Ihs Committee on Public Lands be hwtract. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making grants of tha 
public domain on the following basis: 

1. That each actual settler upon any unapofopriated 60- 
acre tract of land of the government shall be entitled to 
certificate therefor. 

1. That aAer he shall have resided thereon for the space 
of Ave years, and cultivated the land aJEoresaid, a patent con- 



veying to him the title thereto shall be granted to him. 

S. Aat any bill reported as aforesaid, shall, as hr aa may 
be, eooilns lae bounty of the goveiameat to the aetaal set- 



tler and enltivtior of the soil, whs may be oasU* to pay for 
tkt lama at tha pnaeat goveromeat piiesi tad nat Vfii n- 

portftybiUsrotMiwiH, 



-On themadon of Mr. R- CHAPMAN, it was 

Jteasletd, That the Committee on the Judiciary be la- 
structed to inquire into the expediency nf reducing the fees 
of clerks and marshala of Uie courts of the United States, 
and regulating such fees to that they shall conform to the 
established fees in courts of equal original Jurisdiction in 
the several Statea. Also to inquire into the expediency of 
passine a law for the punishment of Jailers who permit vol- 
untarily or negligently the escape of persons they receive 
into custody for oOences against tha laws of the United 
StMM. 

On the motion of Mr. PAYNE, it was 
JU$olttd,' That the Committee on tlie Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of msUng an ap- 
propriation to erect a court-house for the district court of 
the United States in the city of Tuscaloosa, in the State of 
Alabama. 

On the motion of Mr. DELLBT, it was 

Resslmit, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of transferring lh>m the waters of tha Mis- 
sissippi a portion of the snag-boats to the river Alabama, tot 
the puipoie of removing the anags and timber which imped* 
the navigation of the tame. 

On the motion of Mr. JAMESON, it was 
Rtioltjtd, That the Gommittae on the Poet Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of estabUabing a mall- 
route from Westport, Jackson county, Missoari. to van Ba- 
ren: in Arkansas, on the road recently completed, not fkr 
from the western lines of the two States, paaaing by McHon- 
ry'e ford, on the Merriclepein river, near Fort Scott. 

Mr. PHOENIX, pursuant to notice, asked leave 
to introduce a bill te provide for the remissioa of 
duties on railroad iron in certain cases. 
Leave was eranted, and the bill was received- 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if he could ob- 
ject to the further progress of that bill. 

The SPEAKER rephed that he could; and that 
the question then would be, "Shall the bill be rs- 
jeeted?" 

The reading of the bill was called for, and the 
Clerk read it accordingly. 

Mr. BIDLACK said, under the circumstancaa in 
which the bill came up, he would not detain the 
House further than to make a aingle remark. This 
proposition was not to give direct bounties to incor- 
porated companies, but to exempt them from the 
operations ofa law which was binding in other cases. 
It had been said that in this country we were not 
able to manufitcture railroad iron; he wished, in 
reference to this matter, to take the opportunity to 
state to the House the fact that one of the compa- 
nies engaged in the manufacttue of this iron had 
placed on the eastern front of this Capitol specimens 
of T. and U. rtul manufactured by them, (at what 
place we were unable to hear.) 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said the bni before the 
House waa in fact nothing more nor less than a pro 
tenfo repeal of the tariff act of 1843, and a repeal in 
its most offensive form; and he wanted to know 
what their friends from Massachusetts and other 
parts of the country, who were great friends to the 
tariff act, meant to aay by ayes and noes on this 
subject. The voles of Pennsylvania were extreme- 
ly convenient on all trying oecasions — for ooal and 
iron, his friend said — and he wanted to know wheth- 
er coal and iron were to be deserted whenever it 
was convenient to do so for any other purpose) 
The sum and substance of this proposition, as he 
understood it, was neither more nor less than a re- 
peal of the tariff act pre UbUo, and the taking up from 
a certain portion of this country sevenil mil- 
lions, and then conferring these millions up- 
on a certain importing interest of this country. 
The subject had been unexpectedly sprung upon 
him, and upon the House; and had it not Men, ha 
was laboring under an indisposition which almost 
disabled him from speaking. All he desired, was 
an opportunity of recording his name against this 
bill in all its shapes, modes, and tenses. From its 
Alpha to its Omega he considered it the very worst 
way of repealing th« tariff act of 1843 — the most of- 
fensive, the most unfiiir, the most approximating to 
an unconstitutional repeal [a laugh] of that act. 

I^A voice: Are you m fkvor of continuing that act 
as It slanda'] 



No, (conunued Mr- 1.;) I am in fiivor of modify- 
g it in soine respects. What I want chiefly is, to 
have the ayes ana noes upon the journal that we 



may know how we stand with reference to future 
operations. If he tmdeiatood the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, he recommended a large 
modification of the tariff act; but in the latter put 
of the document, he aaid, as if that had been an af- 
ter>thought, "Not this year, do not let us do it now, 
1st as do. it on tome ftitun oeeaaion." But, in th« 
vordi of thagsntlonan from Ohio, "aaileieBt nnlo 

Uu 4»7 if th« trii th«)i6ft'« Vmwmttnvfm 
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coal and iron, [a laarii)— «t leut upon iron; and, 

everaineehe had read Hudibras, he had recollected — 

"Many are tb« trouble that do enviraii 

Tlu man who medillea with coM Inn." 

He waa opposed to the bill in erery way; and he 
wiahed to record that oppoaition on the jounal, at 
the oulaeL 

Mr. E. J. JhlORRIS said he was very aotry to see 
any alteinpt to repeal the tariff in detail, piece by 
piece. He would much prefer, and he believed the 
whole country would prefer, that if the tariff act of 
4842 waa to be repealed, it should be repealed by 
itself, and condemned on its own demerits, if de- 
merits there were in iL He knew not why this at- 
tack WIS finBt made on Pennsylvania. Probably it 
had arisen iiom the electoral vote of Pennsylvania; 
it might be presumed, from the vote of that State, 
which had oecn cast far an avowed anti-tariif can- 
didate for the presidency, whose course on this 
Boor had been marked by opposition to the great 
staple interests of that State, that Pennsylvania was 
opposed to the protection of her great interests — to 
the protection of her coal and iron. If there were 
cenUeraeu here believing that, let him tell them they 
knew nothing of the manner of the canvass in Penn- 
sylvania. Poor PeimsyWania! deluded — (laughter) 
—he was sorry to make the huroiliatine confession 
here — she had cast her vote for a candidate for the 
presidency who, in Alabama, in South Carolina, 
and the whole southern section of the Union, bad 
bean held up for his opinions, freely avowed here, 
and in the gubernatorial canvass in Tennessee, in 
opposition to the protection of her great interests. 
She had cast her vote for that candidate for the 
presidency, believing that he was anything but "a 
levenue tariff" man; she had cast her rote for him 
upon the assurance of his friends, made throughout 
the State, that he would stand by her great interests 
— that he would protect her coal and iron, and all 
her great manufacturing and productive interests. 
He remembered no exception whatever; he knew 
there had been some very general remarks made 
use of about protection to all interests in general, if 
protection of that kind was compatible; but he 
hoped no unbir inference would be drawn of the 
opinion of the people of Pennsylvania upon this duty 
of protection, from the electoral vote of that State. 
The 6,000 aiajority obtained there, had been given 
him on the pledge of his friends that he would 
stand by the interests of Pennsylvania, by her man- 
uftictunng, mining, and great productive interests. 
7%ey remained to this day a tariff people; they were 
the mm, devoted, unrelenting friends of protection — 
a momentary delusion to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing; and he entreated southern gentlemen, who 
congratulated themselves on the election of "a rev- 
enue tariff" man, and gentlemen from South Caroli- 
na, who congratulated themselves upon the election 
of a free-trade candidate for the presidency, not to 
do the people of Pennsvlvania so much injustice as 
to believe that the^ luui voted knowingly for a can- 
didate for the presidency who was opposed 10 the 
protection of their industry and of Iheir great sta- 
ples. If the tariff of 1843 waa to be overthrown, he 
trusted there would be at least allowed an opportu- 
nity for fair and full discussion; that Pennsylvania 
would not alone be attacked; that she would not be 
the first State to be singled out for retributive jus- 
tice. 

Under the act of 1843, the manufacture of rail- 
road iron had commenced, and been carried on suc- 
cessfully in Pennsylvania and in Maryland, where 
they were now manufactured nearly as cheap as the 
imported article could be obtained; and in the course 
of a few yean they would be able to manufacture it 
qaite as cheaply, if not more cheaply, than it could 
be imported for. ~Why, then, with this evidence of 
the beneficial effects of'^the law of 1842, woukl ihsy 
destry this first and best effect of it? 

Mr. HOLMES rose, and, in the confUsion preva- 
lent in the House, his first remarks were lost, or but 
indistinctly heard. He was understood to remark 
that whether the wise, the sagacious, the discrimina- 
ting arch State of Pennsylvania had or had not 
been deluded in the matter of the tariff and of the 

£ residential election, it was for the wisdom, the 
nowledge, the sagacity, and discrimination of 
that arch State to decide; but in respect to 
the question immediately under consideration, the 
rest of the States were deeply and viioUy concern- 
ed. Pennsylvania came now, and uttered loud cries 
against the injustice of exempting railroad iron from 
duty. Sir, (said Mr. H.) let roe tell you and 
this House, that the State of Pennsylvania, leader 
|M she wM of all herinterests, tool( iwy gooi cfu« 



to import 80,000 tons' of railroad iron free of duty; 
and laid it down from her iron works to her princi- 
pal towns and villages with a rapidity that * * * 
While, at the same time Gieorgia, Tennessee, and 
South Carolina, and other States, were disabled by 
the action of this very northern party — he spoke not 
ofwhigs or democrats, but of this nortAem party — 
from accumulating sufficient capital to carry mto 
execution their railroads, Pennsylvania had com- 
pletely intersected all the portions of her territory 
by these roads; and what had been the result' The 
act had expired, and they had gone and imposed 
heavy duties upon railroad iron, and at this moment 
Georgia waa struggling under all the disadvantages 
of this system, and was endeavoring to carry on her 
railroads. This summer there had come into her 
ports five caivoes of railroad iron for Georgia; every 
cargoof whii3i paid |(l5,000duty! For whose bene- 
fit? For this tender-hearted-~-he would say iron- 
hearted State — [laughter.] In reference to the ob- 
jections that bad been mside acainat this mode of at- 
tacking the tariff, Mr. H. said uiat attacking it in de- 
tail was the only way. Let them attack every pro- 
viaion on its own particular demerits, and let it be 
defended if it could be on its merits, and then let the 
people say whether Pennsylvania alone, who, the 
gentleman told him, had brought two bars of rail- 
road iron here, [a laugh,] was to be consulted only; 
or whether the interests of the other States were to 
be conkulted also. Yes, they had brought two 
bars of iron here as an exhibition of this infant, 
manufacture; and by the operation of this law 
the portions of this country, New York, the 
South, and other parts, which were constructing 
rialroads for the purpose of facilitating commerce, 
of extending t)>e ^reat interests of our country, were 
to be put off until this protege of the government 
cotdd raise up from the manufacture of two bars of 
iron to that of a suflicient quantity for the use of the 
country. He knew that Hercules, when an infiuit, 
did strangle the serpent; but he wished to Heaven 
that there was some boa-constrictor that would 
strangle this monster at once. 

Mr. 6IDLACK. Will the gentleman allow me U> 
exphiin? [Much laughter.] 

Mr. HoLMCi having conduded, 

Mr. BIDLACK renacked that the gentleman was 
mistaken, inasmuch as the iron, to the samples of 
wMeh he bad referred, was not manu&ctured in 
Pennsylvania, but in Maryland. 

Mr. HOLMES said a word or two in Teply, which 
was lost in the shouts of laughter to which it gave 
rise. 

Mr. PHCENIX advocated the bill in a few re- 
marks; nothing more of which could be gathered 
than tliat these companies were embarrassed, and 
required the aid of government, and that the manu- 
factories to which reference had been made were of 
recent origin, and it had been ascertained, in every 
instance, charged more for their iron than the im- 
ported article could be obttuned for. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he waa not in favor 
of the passage of this bill, because a proposition to 
change the tariff of 1843 by details was not the 
proper mode of accomplishing this object. During 
the recent canvass, if anybody had said tfiat the first 
proposition to alter the tariff of 1842 would come 
from the whig side of the House, it would have 
been denounced as a calumny. They — the dem- 
ocratic party— had said that the tariff was 
defective, that it required change in very many par- 
ticulars, that it had been got up in haate, and did 
not promote the mterests of the country. He was 
gratified at the introduction of this bifl, because it 
was evident therefrom, now that the dust and smoke 
of the political contest bad gone by, that upon all 
sides of the House there was an admission that tlie 
law of 1843 was defective, and required chansre. 
They had had an effort to alter this law, from the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Pnxmxj on the 
whig side of the House, and from the gentleman 
from South Carolina ^[Mr. Bdrt] on the opposite 
side. Mr. K.'s opinion was, that all these single 
and separate propositions should be referred to a 
committee; and when they came to act, they should 
act and n&ke the changes in the law upon general 
principles. With his present opinion, he should 
vote against any change in favor of a particular in- 
terest; out he was pleased to see the propositions for 
these changes come in, as they showedTthe state of 
feeling in the different sections of the country. He 
hoped the subject would be referred to a committee, 
and that, upon just and equal general principles, we 
should have a revision of the law. 

Mr. WENTWORTH wished to suggest to his 1 



friend from New York the propriety of modifying 
his proposition a little, so as to give a more exten- 
sive operation to its advantages. Whilst he had 
nothing to add to, or to detract from, what the gentle- 
man had said in relation to the good effects of the 
repeal of the duty upon railroad iron, he begged 
leave to suggest that those good effects would be 
quite limited — confined only to those who owned 
stock in railroad companies. Ours is called a pro- 
tective tariff, and ought to protect all claseas alike — 
the farmer, the mechanic, and operative, as well as 
incorporated companies, however laudable their ob- 
jecL Now, in his section of the confederacy there 
were a numerous and respectable, class of'^ people 
who were interested in the purchase of hoes, spades, 
shovels, anvils, hammera, nails, spikes, ox chains, 
trace chains, ploughs, harrows, d^., &c., embracing 
every variety of agricultural implements. The 
cheaper they got these articles the better for them. 
He presumed there were some of this class residing 
in the district of every high-tariff man in this 
House, though at times they seemed neglected, if 
not entirely forgotten. He would respectfully urge - 
upon every member upon this floor the propriety, 
the ni^nt necessity, of^ doing something for the ag- 
ricultural, whilst doing so much for the corporate in- 
terest. And this could be brought about by lessen- 
ihg the cost of all the implements of husbandry and 
mechanism. 

Mr. W. knew the inculcated doctrine — though he 
would impeach no man's good sense by saying he 
believed it — was, "the higher the duty, the cheaper 
the article," or, at least, "the duty constituted no 
part of the price." But here is a proposition to re- 
duce the duty upon railroad iron, because the duty 
makes it unreasonably high. Now, sir, supposing 
we just jump out of the cars for a moment, and step 
into some of those numerous cottages, bearing the 
impress of poverty in whatever direction we view 
them, that Lne the track in too numerous instances, 
and ask the suffering inmates if they would not like 
the price of their stoves, pots, kettles, gridirons, 
shovels, tongs, knives, forlcs, &c., embracing all 
those little articles necessary for house-keeping, re- 
duced? In the name of humanity, why shoum we 
not extend the bounties of our legislation to them? 
Why not embrace their case, much the most urgent, 
in the provisions of this bill? But here steps up the 
crafly monopWist, the wily special-pleader of the 
high-tariff system, and iaya, "the duty has nothing 
to do with the price; if ii does anything, it reduces 
it." Upon what system of ethics men make one set 
of rules apply to railroad iron, and another to every 
other article bearing a high duty, he could notun-' 
derstand. How a hin;h tariff makea railroad iron 
too hi^h, and yet does not affect, except to lessen, 
the price of the iron articles used by fennera, me- 
chanics, and operatives, he would leave for othera 
to explain. He could not comprehend iL 

Mr. W. said the present was called a protective 
tariff. In a country of such ramified interests as 
this, that ought not to be called protectirb which 
was not general in its operations. That law was 
partial and exclusive which protected one interest, 
or one class, one State, or section, at the expense of 
another; and it was very unjust, as in the case of 
the tariff, where it protected a few wealthy men at 
the expense of the great masses. He had been 
among his constituents since the great debate in this 
House on the tariff, and he bad sought in rain for 
the muoh-talked-of protection resulting from the 
tariff of 1843. He asked the farmers to feel in their 
pockets: it was not there. He asked them to ex- 
amine their houses and granaries: it was not there. 
To look about their farms in every direction: there 
waa no new protection there. He asked them to 
look at Iheir sales of produce: they had been very 
few and at very low prices; so there was no extra 
protection there. Then he got them to review their 
purehases of the necessaries of life: they had been 
few indeed, and those at the highest rates; manu- 
factured fabrics had gone up and western bread- 
stuffs down. The western farmer and southern 
planter knew this protection only by its contrast. 
Destruction had been meted out to them. Alas! 
their protection was only the protectnin of their 
sweat over their furrowed faces, of the cattle from 
their fiinns, of their produce from their granaries, 
of their money from their pockets — indeed, of their 
clothes from their backs, to a^rendize easteht 
manufactures who fattened upon their distresses, 
divided their 33i to 50 per cent., and sguandeied 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for electioneariog, 
purposes. 

Mr. W. closed by ttttiitf that Iw hoped hi^ 
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fiicod from New York would adopt hia suggestions, 
and make his proposition more general, though he 
was not sure he could even then vote for it. He 
much prsfenred to let the whole subject of the pres" 
ent tariff remain until our government, democratic 
in all ila branches, should have the power, in accord- 
ance with the righteous and indignant decision of 
the American people, to consign it to the same fate 
so recently met by its great advocate. It is better 
not to touch it unless it can be remodeled through- 
out, leaving not one of its incongruities, absurdities, 
oppressions, or abominations, as a stain upon our 
country, which professes to dispense its blessings 
and divide its burdens equally among the reapective 
classes that make up its population. 
The House then adjourned. 

The fotlowtne Botiees of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
pteseoting them: 

Bjr Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of Alanion Phinej, prt}-- 
iBf thata bad patent may be Inued to Um: referred to the 
CaiuUttae on Public Lands. 

»j Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of Joteph De la Ftan. 
cis, praylnc the aettlemcDt of hli claim for pavment for 
urn* sold to the conventional government of Florida in 
1810: ictend to the Committee on the Jadiclary. 

By Mr. HOPKINS: The petition of Peter Rite, of Wytbe 
connty, Vbciaia, praying for a nenaioo for hi> lervicM in 
the war of the tevolntion: which was refened to the Com- 
mittee on Bevolntionary Peniioof. 

By Mr. DAWSON: Petition* from nameroai iahabilsnt* 
of Lootaiana, to eatablith a post xtied from Margona. in the 
iiarith of Point Coupee, to the town of Opelousaj: referred 
to the Committee on the Poit GIDce and Foit Koada. 

By Mr. BOYD: The claim of the heln of Lt. John Towni 
for caoaratation nay. 

By Mr. HABALsoN: The papera relating to the claim of 
John Robinion, adminiitnitor of George M. Larinder, de* 
ccaae d; which w ai referred to the Committee of Claimi. 

Mr. WENTWOKTR called np the petiUon of the citizent 
of ChiCM* for * warine hoapital, and had it again referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. Alio the petition of 
(ieorge HoUenback and three other citiiena of Kendall 
eomfy, lUinoia, for relief from loese* sattaiaed daring the 
Black Hawk war. 

By Mr. McDOWELL: The petition of Wmiam Cheever^ 
hein, aaking a pension; which, with the accompanying pa- 
ppn, was reJcrred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
renaione. 

By Mr. HERBICK: The petitionof David Towle, of the 
State of Maine, for a peaaion: refened to the Committee on 
Invalid Penaiona. 

By Mr. TIBBATT8: The petition of Eno^ Dobyna and 
seveoty-Ave other eitizens ef ||a<oa coaaty, Kentacky, 
wUeh lepraaeal* that the (aid opbyaa WM ^'vubahem om. 
cer in the sisleenth regiment of Kentucky detached militia 
in the aervice of the United Sihtea in the late war with 
Oreat Britain; that he la now laboring under the affliction 
ef a total bUndneas; that hia little property is ezhauated; 
timt he is anable to do aaylking for Itia own maintenance; 
ii withont children or other near relative* with the meana 
ofa«*l*ting him, and ia thrown upon the charity of hia 
neighbon; and preying Uiat th* United Saata* may grant 
him a penalran: latered to the Coaunittee on InvaUd Pen- 
aiona. 



IN SENATE. 
Wbdmhdat, December 18, 1844. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented rrsolutions adopt- 
ed by the legislature of New Hampshire, on the 
subject of the postan laws ^erally, and instruct- 
ing the senatora and requesting the repreaenlatives 
from that State to rote for a reduction of the rales 
ofpocta^, and the abolition of the franking privi- 
lefre; which were ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. UPHAM presented the credentials of Hon. 
Samocl PsBLr*, re-elected by the legislature of 
Vermont a senator from that State, to serve for six 
years from and after the 3d day of March next. 
They were read, and orderrd to be placed upon file. 

Mr. ARCHER presented two memorials from 
citizeiis from Pennsylvania, asking for a reform of 
the naturalization laws: referred to the Committee 
on the Judieianr. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from Levin 
Wethered, of Baltimore city, praying that the ex- 
CMS of duties paid on certain goods wnich were oi^ 
dered by him previous to, but not landed until after, 
the passage of the tariff of 1&28, may be refunded 
to him: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr, MERRICK presented a memorial from O. 
R. B. Homer, and others, past assistant surgeons in 
the navy of the United »ates, praying that they 
■nay, by law, be allowed rank similar to like officers 
in the anay: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Afiuis. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition of William 
Profit and other dtixena of Bates county, Mis- 
eoori, praying that Congress will grant to that 
eouaty a donation of a quarter section of land, in 
«>asiaention of the losses of other lands: referred 
to tU Committee «« Pablic Land*- 



Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported adversely on the petition of Henry 
H. Williimis, prayins; that a certain draA received 
by him from the late James Reeside, and accepted 
by the Post Office Department, may be paid out of 
whatever sum may be allowed by Congress to the 
widow!! of said Reeside, adminiatratnx on his 
last will and testament: ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, with an amendment to 
each, the bill for the relief of William Russell and 
others; and the bill increasing the pay of certain 
officers of revenue cutters, while serving in the 
navy of the United States. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill ex- 
tending the jurisdiction of the district courts to cer- 
tain cases Upon the lakes and navigable waters, as 
let into or are connected with them; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. CHOATE, on leave, introduced a joint reso- 
lution authorizing the Attorney Oeneral to contract 
for copies of a proposed edition of laws and treaties 
of the United States: referred to the Committee on 
the Library. 

Also introduced a bill for the relief of Asa An- 
drews; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BREESE introduced, on leave, a bill to di- 
rect the President of the United States to cause the 
reserved lead minea in the State of Illinois and Ter- 
ritories of Iowa and Wisconsin to he exposed to 
public sale; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Publie Lands. 

Mr. ASHLEY, on leave, introduced a bill to or- 
tnnize a new land district in the southern part of the 
Slate of Arkansas; which, after a few remarks by 
Mr. A., showing the great necessity for the meas- 
ure, was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lie* one day on the ta- 
ble: 

Rnalvtd, That the Preaident be requested to inform the 
Senate whether the executive department is informed of Um 
varloua treaty atipuluiona now subsisting between the re. 
pnblic of Texaa and other indepeadant powera; and that he 
be requested to oommunioate such stipulatioaa, if ia the 
possession of thedeparunent, to the9anate. ,_ . 

Mr. CHOATE submitUtd thie feHowing rnolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day, under the rule: 

Rentrtd, That the Committee on the Library be instruct- 
ed to inouire into the expediency of authorizing the pub- 
lisher of KlUott's Debates to add to his work .Vtr. Madison's 
report of the debates of the convention of 1787. 

NATURALIZATIOn LAWS. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. B«r- 
Kow yesterday, came up for consideration, and was 
agreed te, viz: 

RtBokti, That the Jndiciary Committee be Instructed to 
inquire whether naturalization papers have been gnnted to 
foreignen by any federal or State court, in vtoiation of the 
provuion* of the laws of Congress; and that said commit, 
tee be authorized to send for persons and papen. 

Retotvfd, 1 hat said committee be instructed to Inquire 
into the expediency of a law empowering the district courts 
of the United State* to cancel and declare nnll all naturali- 
zation papers wiiich may be found, upon judicial investiga- 
tion, to have been granted in violation or fraud of the laws 
of Congress. 

SPECULATORS IN TEXAS LANDS AND SCRir. 
The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Benton, was taken up imd agreed to, viz: 

It<««<i«d, That the Committee on Foreign AllUn be in. 
structed to inquire whether any provisions are necessary, 
in providing for the annexation of Texas, to protect the 
United States from speculating operations in Texas lands or 
scrip; and whether any penans employed by the govern- 
ment are connected with such speculations. 

Also, that said committee be instructed to Inquire wheth. 
er the Texas treaty was commenced or agreed np«n before 
the receipt of Lord Aberdeen's despatch of December 9S, 
1U43, to Mr. Pakenham, comrauuicated to our government in 
February. 1844. 

Also, that it be instructed to obtain, If poaalble, the "pri. 
vale letter" from London, quoted in Mr. Upahur** first daa- 
palch in the Texas nogotiHtion, and suppoised by the Presi- 
dcnt to have been carried away among the private papers; 
and to ascertain the name of tne writer of said letter. 

And titat said committee be authorized to send for per- 
sons and papen to answer the foregoing inquiries, and any 
others that mav tie necessary to premoto the safe, speedy, 
peaceable, and aonorabla aaneiaUon of Texaa to the United 
State*. 

Mr. BENTON presented a printed pamphlet — 
which, on his motion, waa referred to the Commit- 
tee on Forei^ Relations — comprising an abstract of 
the constitutions, Uws, and other documents, hav- 
ing reference to and including the Empresario grants 
and eontracts atade by the state* of Coahuila aitd 



Texas, to and with John Chtu-les Beales, and to oth> 
era under him. 

DEP08ITE8 or THE PUBLIC HONETS. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Nilei on the 
16th instant, concerning the public moneys, came 
up, in order, for considention. The resolution be- 
inff read — 

Mr. NILES said, that since the resolution was 
introduced, the Secrelarv of the Treasury had made 
hie annual report, which he found contained part of 
the information called for; and that, since then, he 
had obttuoed some information which he did ikot 
then possess, and for these reasons, not wishing to 
tlirow any unnecessary labor on the department, he 
had mcylified his resolution, and would offer a sub- 
stitute for it, which he asked might be read; which 
was read, as follows: 

tUtalvtd, Tkat the Secretary of the Treaaary be directed 
to report to the Senate the names of the depoanoriea of the 
public revenue, whether individuals or corporetioii*, 
and the amount on depoalte in the hands of each, at 
the close of each month; or, if monthly returns have not' 
been made, at the close of each quarter, during the cur- 
rent year: the amount and description of the securities given 
by sQch depositories, if any; whether snch depositories have 
used or loaned the public moneys; and if so, whether this 
haa been aalhorized by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
tb* allowance or percontage. If any, received for the posses- 
sion and use of such depoaites; the sums which may have 
been transferred during each of said periods, from one de. 
posltory to another, and the reasons for each transfers; also 
to state whothar any banking institution selected as a de- 
pository has suspended pavment or refused to redeem ita 
notes on demand, and whether such suspension if any, oc- 
curred before or since aoch bank was uBed*as a depository 
of the public flinds; whether the same have been withdrawn, 
orwhal measure* have been taken to aecnre the United 
Stales against loss; and also to state whether .any of the 
pulilic depositories have ihiled to pay any potiion of the 
public deposites on demand, and wnether there are any 
reasons to apprehend a loss from any of the present deposi- 
tories; and to state likewise the medium or currency in 
which the public distiuraements have been made during the 
period aforesaid. 

Mr. N. remarked further, that the object of thi* 
resolution was sufficiently apparent on its face; and 
he did not know that it was necessary for him to say 
anything on the subject. In addition to the gen- 
eral considerations which the subject seemed to pre- 
sent, he had to stale that he had received informa- 
tion, from a source entitled to confidence, of an ap- 
parent neglect or mismanagement or'tbe pubuo 
funds. According to this information, deposites 
have been miule in a bank in the interior of one of 
the Statea to a considerable amount, which has sus- 
pended payment, which refused to redeem its bill*, 
and a^nst which judgments have been recovered 
to a liirge amount. Wheth -r such desposites were 
made before or since the bank stopped payment, be 
was sot able to say, and this was one point of his 
inquiry; but he had reason to believe tnat the bank 
bad been discredited for a length of time. He had 
also learned, from a different source, that there was a 
large (sum somethiiig like a milUon and a half) in 
the hands of an individual, sr firm, in this District. 
The Secretary states, in his annual report, that se- 
curity has been taken of this firm; but be (Mr. N.) 
wished to know the amount and description of such 
security. He also learned that a large amount of 
the public revenues (nearly three millions) had 
been transferred to districts where they did 
not accrue, and where they could not be 
wanted for disbursement. Other transfers to large 
amounts had probably been made. In view 
of this subject generally, the Senate was aware 
that the finances of the government were in a very 
loose state; they were without legtd regulation, ana 
of course without system, unless of a mere admin- 
istrative character; they were subject to the general 
and unregulated discretion of the executive depart- 
ment of the government. The discretion of the 
secretary was the only safeguard, not only as to 
security of the public funds, but in regard to the 
disposition and use of them; and this discretion ap- 
peare to have been exercised in regard to their safe- 
ty, but in reference to other and remote considera- 
tions affecting the alate of tlie money market, and 
even the trade of the country. We seem to b« 
again approaching a period, once foimd so perplex- 
ing, ofa surplus revenue. There is already acoosider- 
able surplus — one of about nine millions; and it seem* 
that the secretary is using these funds to influence 
and control the state of the money market, and the 
trade of the country, by making such distribution of 
the publiAevenues as he thinks will affect these 
interests. If latge sums of the public moneys are 
suddenly removed from one point to another, this 
may (temporarily, at least) occasion anincreasedde- 
mand for money and a higher rate of interest attU» 
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points fVom which the public funds are withdrawn, 
ahd make money plenty and easily obtained at the 
points to which they were removed; and in this way 
the trade at one place msy be depressed, and at an- 
other receive an undue and factitious stimulus. This 
is certainly the exercise of a high power on the part 
of your executive officers. 

The time was, Mr. President, and tfaad not remote, 
when this unlimited and unregulated discretion in 
renrd to the finances was reearded as not 
oiuy' unsafe in respect to tho public funds, but 
■i a direct and dangerous invasion of the great 
principles of public liberty. It was solemnly 
aecUiied within these walls, that such executive 
discretion OTer the public Tevenues was a union of 
the purse and the sword, which was denounced as 
t^s very essence of tyranny and arbitrary Avern- 
ment. Whaterer trutK there may have been in 
these extreme opinions, all will probably admit that 
tkeM is a propriety, if notmgent ne(%ssity,for some 
hsal leeufations to restrain and direct the executive 
Omeen in the management of the finances. They 
have not, certainly, always been left in this loose 
cwdition. We have had laws for their regulation; 
kws which many believed founded in wisdom, and 
well calculated to throw around your public fbbds 
enry necessary safeguard. These laws have been 
ttpealed, without substituting others in their place. 
It was not his purpose to arraign the motives or 
policy of those who had participated in the act to 
whieh he Krferred. They may have had good rea- 
•008 Ibr repealing the laws on this subject, and 
■gain throwing the treasury upon the unrestrained 
discretion of the secretary, notwithstanding, at a 
former period, they deemed this state of things so 
unwfb and alarming. Sometimes it is said that cir- 
enmstanees alter cases; and what may be wrong at 
one time, may be right at another. But I think it 
right at least to call the attention of the Senate to the 
existing stats of things. Your treasury is now 
without l^al regulation, and has been for nearly 
four years. It was not the occasion to inquire mto 
the causes whieh had produced or continued this 
■late of things; much less ta decide the question 
who was responsible for the neglect of Congress for 
■0 long a penod to legislate on this important sub- 
ject. It was sufficient for his present purpose to re- 
Ibr to the fhqt that they had not done it; out in the 
■bsenoe of laws to regulate and control your finan- 
ciai concerns, it became the more imperious duty of 
Congress to ascertain (blly how your finances have 
been conducted; how the executive discretion has 
been sxercised, as well as to make itself acquainted 
with the present condition of the public f\inds. 
When we have this information, we can better de- 
cide what fhrther legislation is required at our hands, 
either for the safety of the public deposites, or the 
general management of the financial concerns of the 
government. 

Mr. EVANS said that there was no good reason 
that he was aware of, why this resolution should 
notpasB. He did not oppose it; nor did he intend 
die othnr day to be understood as throwing any ob- 
Mtdc in the way of its passage, by suggesting that 
it ahould not be acted upon until the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury came in, believing at the 
time that sdme of the inquiries could be answered by 
that communication. He still thought that some 
portiona of the resolution could be answered by the 
•acTCCary's report. That, however, was of no mo- 
ment, and he was quite willing it should pass. He 
was not able to hear all the remarks of the honora- 
ble senator, [Mr. Nilbs;] but, as well as he under- 
stood him, he thought he was complaining of the 
existing slate of things — that the public money was 
left very much to executive discretion, and that it 
woe a state of thin^ very much complained of some 
yeare ago. One side complained that it was left to 
the sole discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and another that it was left to the sole discretion of 
the President. He (Mr. E.) was glad to say that 
we had had the good fortune not to lose any of it; 
so far as he had ascertaftied, not a dollar had been 
lost. He thooght that the senator from Connecticut 
was mistaken as to the points at issue at the time 
lefened to. Aa well as he (Mr. E.) recollected, the 
complaint was not that the public fbnds were left at 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury; but 
that they were taken fh>m the Secretary of the 
TreaMiry and left at the discretion of the President. 
But let ul that pass. As to the numerou^^kposites 
mentioned by the honorable senator^ui* he 
knmr that the matter ouriit to be looked into, 
•ad M immdcd, ■< fir «• m could, to axamiM 
jut* it. fai thk (XNiJfKUoii, ]» M • Amf 



impression, it would turn out that the law 
of the last session was misunderstood by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. It would be in the 
recollection of the senator from New Hampshire 
[Mr. WoodbubtJ that the principle incorporateo 
by the Finance Committee in that bill was, that no 
change should be made in the depoaitories of ihe 
public funds. His (Mr. E.'s) understanding was, 
that the then depositories shauld be continued the 
depositories of the treasury, but not augmented. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, indeed, tells us that 
he has not ehartgtd any of them, but that he has in- 
creased the number. That was the very thing the 
committee wished to prevent. 

The secretary's reasons for this he (Mr. B.) could 
say nothing about; but he could say it was the de- 
sign of Congress that the then depositories should 
be continued, and not increased, till something else 
was determioed upon. He, however, made no ob- 
jection to the resolution. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

The engroated bill entitled "An act to afford re- 
lief to certain contractors with the government;" 
and 

The bill concerning furloughs in the naval lenriee; 
were read the third time, aoclpaased. 

The Senate bin for the reliet of the heirs of Rob- 
ert Fulton coming up ss the postponed business of 
yesterday, and the question being on its pasaage, 
the yeas and nays were taken, and resulted — ^yeas 
26, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS— MeBOt. Archer, AiUev, Bagby, Barrow, BttM, 
Bay ud, Bezrien, Choate, Evans, Falter of Tenneuee, Hn- 

ger, Hnntlngten, Jobmon. Mangnm, Merrick, Miller, More- 
«ad, Pesice, Phslp*. Sorter, Rivei, Storgeon, Upliaili, 
Wallcw, Whits, sad Woodbury.— S6. , 

NAYS— Met tra. Allen, Atlierton, Benton, Breeie, CUy. 
ton, Colquitt, Dickiiuon, Fairfield, Foitor of New York, 
Hinnegan, Haywood, NUei, Semple, and Tappan.— U. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON gave noUce that to-mor- 
row, or at the earliest opportunity, he would ask 
leave to introduce two bills: one in relation to offi- 
cers in the marine service, and the other in relation 
to engineers in the revenue service. 

The Senate bill to settle the title of Pea Patch 
island, in the river Delaware, was next taken up as 
in coramiltee of the whole; and no amendment be- 
ing offend, it vims reported back to the Senate, and 
oraered to be engrosse d, and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. XvANS, the Senate went into 
execntiTe sesaion, and soon after adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdhcsdat, December IQ, 1844. 
SINGLE PRESfDENTIAL TERM. 

Mr. W. HUNT asked leave to give notice of his 
intention to-morrow, or some subsequent day, to 
move for leave to introduce a Joint resolution to 
amend the constitution of the United Slates so aa to 
render the President of the United States ineligible 
for a re-election. 

No objection being made, the notice was received 
and entered on the journal. 

POSTAGE. 
Mr. REDING, on leave, introduced resolutions 
of the legislature of New Hampshire, proposing a 
reduction of the rates of postage, and a regulation 
of the fVanking pnvilece; which, on Mr. R.'s mo- 
tion, were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked and obtained leave to 
give notice of his intention to move for leave to in- 
troduce a joint resolution proposiog an amendment 
of the constitution of the United states in relation 
to the election of President thereof. 

ANNEXATION OP TEXAS. 

Mr. WELLER asked leave to give notice of his 
intention to-morrow, or some subsequent day, to 
move for leave to intjnoduce joint resolutions for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States. 

The SPEAKER said the notice could only be en- 
tertained by the genend consent of the House. 

No objection being made, the notice was received 
and entered on the journal. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS moved to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of going into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to proceed with 
the consideration of the bill to reduce and graduate 
thepricea of the public lands. Sua. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the subject before 
Ihe House at the adioummeot yesterday, had been 
hniif ht Bodir eraiUK^tloB by U»» tuinnal «on« 



sent of the House, and he regarded it as equivalent 
to a suspension of the rules. It therefore had pcece- 
dence over other business. 

Mr. DAVIS, acquiesciiig in the decision, said he 
would waive his motion for the present, intending 
to renew it when the subject before the House 
should have been disposed of. 

RAILROAD IRON. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the 
bill "to provide for the remission of duties on rail- 
road iron in certain cases.*' 

Mr. FOSTER, afler Tadverting to the unexpected 
and hasty manner in which the bill had been brought 
forward, and remarking that Pennsylvania had been 
accustomed to consider the tariff question aa 
one to be treated on general priciples, proceed- 
ed to express his regret tliat his ndleagae 
[Mr. E. J. MoBBis] had uluded to the recent can- 
vass in Pennsylvania as he had done. As a meiD- 
ber of this House from Pennsylvania, as a native of 
Pennsylvania, be felt proud of that great State; and 
he would not allow himself, here or elsewhere, as bis 
eoUeaguehad done, to charge the people of Pennsyl- 
Tania with acting under false or fraudulent motives 
on the subject of the tariff. If the whig party had 
carried the State, Mr. F. esteemed that party so 
'highly, that, before the national legislature, be 
would not have t>een found making audi a charge. 
He knew the manner in which the canvass had 
been conducted; and when the gentleman came to 
speak of it as it had been carriea on in his (Mr. 
F's.) county, and to declare that the people had act- 
.ed under such influences, he hod mistaken them 
altogether they had acted under no deloaioa. 
The tariff question was the one which, in 
the late canvass in Pennsylvania, had deeply 
agitated the public mind. They had been 
told by their whig friends there, and generally 
throughout the country, that, by the election of Mr. 
Polk the iron and coal interests of Pennsylvania 
were to be trodden down; but he had declared to 
them that the profession that the whig party were 
the only friends to the protection of the iron inters 
est of Pennsylvania was hirilow and unsound; that 
at the last sessien of Congress, in the Senate of the 
United States, the firet blow at the iron interest had 
sprung from a meaaba* ef the whig party frona 
Maine; and itth^ugh . ■■distinguished senator from 
Georgia had made a pilgrimage to Pennsylvania to 
tell the people of that Slate that protection to that 
great interest oould only be looked for from the 
whig party, yet when they turned to the journal of 
the Senate, they found the -vote of that senator re- 
corded against the tariff of 1842, and his vote re- 
corded in fiivor of the bill of the gentleman from 
Maine to reduce the duty on railroad iron. Had he 
been mistaken when he had told the people of his 
State that for a &ir, equitable, honomble adjustment 
of the tariff system, they must not rdy on the whig 
party alone? What did we see now? The first 
movement at the present session of Congress at- 
tacking the great interest* of Pennsylvania, did 
it come from the democracy of the North, the 
South, the East, or the West?, No; but from 
a prominent whig member of this House. Now 
when his colleague undertook to say that 17Q,000 
of Ihe people of Pennsylvania had been deluded, 
he told him that he did not know that people. If 
the gentleman confined his remarks to the people 
of his own district, it was very probable that ne 
might have some personal reasons therefor. But 
the people of Pennsylvania had had all the lights 
of the the people of the whole Union; a four-horse 
wagon w^Duld not hold all the documents thrown 
into that one district by wh^ writers and orators. 

But he was sorry, as he had observed, that his 
collei^gue had dragged before this assembly any 
question of this kind; and he knew that neither the 
gentlemen nor any other man who might haveat-i 
tempted it at the lost election, had been successful 
in misleading the people upon the question of the 
tariff, or any other. The question of protection of 
the iron interest was one deeply felt by Pennsyl. 
vania. It might not perhaps be known to this 
House, that, in Pennsylvania alone, there was one 
establishment in the western port of the State when 
they could manufacture railroad iron to the amount 
of between 80 to 100 tons per week. Mr. F. also 
referred to one or two other establishments which 
were manufacturing to alike extent. 

They had been toM by the gentleman frsn South 
Carolina [Mr. HoLMU] that PennaylTaaia at on* 
tim« iotroduood lais* qnwtitiea of importod ntUnad 
iron. For tWTNn prior to IMlinumidirMhM 
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cen adniued free of duty. Then no railroad iron 
id been manufactured in the Union; then no eap- 
gJ bad been invested in this country in it* manufao- 
ire. But, let him tell the gentleman from Pennayl- 
inia, that Pennsylvania, when she did import that 
lilrood iron free of duty, paid twelve dollars more 
er ton than she could now manufacture it for. It 
ad been free of duty for ten years ; foreif^eis then 
ad control of the whole marketj domestic compe- 
tion there was none. Then she had paid sixty 
ollars per ton for railroad iron; and he pledged him- 
elf here that her manufacturers were ready to con- 
ract now, where contracts could be made, at forty- 
ight dollars per ton. 
Mr HOLMES interposed, and asked if he vmder- 
tood the gentleman to say that the T railroad could 
low be obtained here in any quantity? 
Mr. FOSTER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. HOLMES. Well, I wiU lake a contract of 
he gentleman. I am authorized to do so by the 
ailroads. 
[Several voices: "Draw writings." Laughter.] 
Mr. H0LME:S. The gentleman will fttmiah it 
It 448 per ton, free of duty? 

Mr. BUFFIMGTON replied that contracu could 
M made, and would be willingly made, at |50 per 
on. 
Mr. HOLMES. The T iron? 
Mr. BUFFINGTON. Any irpn. 
The conclusion of the bar^un was not heard by 
the reporter; but 

Mr. PHCENIX came forward, and was under- 
>tood to say that he would be glad to take a quanti- 
ly of the gentleman's iron at the price he had stated. 
[LaughterJ^ 

Mr. FOSTER continued. The establisbmenU in 
Pennsylvania and in Maryland were already pre- 
pared to make large contracts for the furnishing of 
railroad iron. But had not the gentleman from 
South Carolina, who yesterday had defended this 
bill with so much warmth, told them that he was 
willing the tariff should so be arranged as to yield 
Eufficient revenue for the government, and that all 
be aaked, and many other gentlemen who agreed 
with him, was to bring the tariff to a revenue stand- 
aid? "Was be to understand the gentleman from 
South Carolina now that he wished railroad iron to 
come in free of duty? Was that the revenue stand- 
ard which the gendeman from South Carolina, and 
those who actnl with him, yitn disfxaed to makti 
He was flad that the gentleasim finom.ftonth Caro- 
lina had uiua early given thepi informatien as to the 
course he intended to pursue as to the question of 
the tariff. The gentleman went iitr a revenue stand- 
ard of duties: would the gentleman tell hire how 
much railroad iron it would.be necessary to import 
under the provisions of this bill, to raise rsveivue suf- 
ficient for government? To-morrow the gentleman 
might tell his friend from New England that "the 
revenue standard" upon woollen and cotton goods 
amounted to the same as it did in the gentleman's 
■clioQ on iron; and he might make a similar declara- 
tion to gentlemen from New York, and from other 
Slates engaged in the manufacture of salt, iron, 
wool, cotton, and sugar. Although the gentleman 

E 'eased to be in favor of a "revenue duty," he 
. P.) should tell the oeople of his State, at least, 
the gentleman, by his action, was in ftivor of 
having foreign iron come in duty free. 

All that Pennsylvania asked was a fair, honest 
•etdement of this great question; she wanted it ad- 
justed in some manner to give security to her citi- 
teos. She had always maintained the doctrine that 
(he majoritjr were to rule, and that their laws were 
to be subnutted to. From 1833 to 184!i— a period 
luring which all her industrial pursuits haa been 
•tnckeu down by the operation of the compromise 
act— no arm liad been raised there in defiance of the 
tullioriiy of this government; but daily and hourly 
Ihcy taw the whole of thcae interests going to de- 
ts) and destruction; and they waited until the ap- 
t>^ made to the patriotism and good seuse ofthe 
Aioerican people prevailed in the passage ofthe 
luiffof 1843, under which all her interests were be- 
tinsiiig to revive and look up. She now occupied 
w Ktme position she had occupied before the poa- 
*He ofthe coinpromiseaa of 1833. The princi- 
ple of the tariff of 1843, as fiir as related to the 
Ouiolaeture of iron, of any deacriptioa, orof sve- 
T description, was not too nigh. 

He would slate it as a reproach to the American 
i*l>uacier, that, in his own State, foreign railroad 
uon had been laid down within six inehea ofthe- 
west beds of iron in the world. Such iron abound- 
M in Peonsylvania, Missouri, Tenneaaee, and New 



Jersey; and yet foreign railroad iron had hitherto 
been imported, and laid down on all our railroads. 
He wanted to see the time arrive when, by the per- 
fection ofmaohinery, by the increased skin, and by 
the increased capital of Pennsylvania, they would be 
able to suecesafully compete with foreigners without 
any proteetion at all. He knew that the time would 
come; but he would tell gentlemen from the South 
that it never would arrive unless adequate proteo^ 
tion was given to our great interests in the begin- 
ning. To show the Mneficial effects of protec&n, 
he would mention that in 183S, >39, and '40, when 
railroad iron was brought in free of duty, and when 
it was imported largely in all the States, it rose up 
SO and 60 per cent; but now, since the tariff of 1840, 
it can be bought 13 per cent cheaper than it was in 
1838, '89, and '40. He was really soiry to set his 
friend from South Carolina [Mr. Holnci] fell into 
the arms of a coalition, which he bdieved ba9 lU- 
ready begun between some of the gentlemen of the 
South and Of New England; but let him tell the 
New Enghmd gentlemen, that if-they deserted Penn- 
sylvania, and threw themselves into the arms of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, they must not 
expect the aid of the former when their own inte- 
rests are in danger. Pennsylvania voted for and 
with them in the protection of their cotton and 
woollen manti&ctures; and he would ask them 
who it was that passed the tariff of 1843, by 
which such ample prstection was afforded to the 
important interests of New England? When — let 
him ask the gentleman of New Kigland— did Penn- 
sytvooia ever falter on the question of protecting 
domestic industry? Why then, when an attempt 
was made to strike down at one blow her most im- 
portant and vital interests, should it be countenanced 
Dy those to whom Pennsylvania had always given 
her support? Why was it, when Pennsylvania was 
alone singled out from all the other States, and her 
interests set up as a mark to be shot at, that he 
found some of his friends from New England join- 
ing in the attack? If they were disposed to desert 
Pennsylvania now, let them not hereafier say, 
whatever the action of Pennsylvania may be in re- 
gard to a tariff, that she hau deserted them. If the 
Biajority of that House thought the duty on railroad 
iron, or any kind of iron, was too high, why, let it 
be reduced in a general biU; bu' wlisn they were 
asked to strike down this important interest, not 
for the sake of the farmer, or the mechanic, but i^ 
the saks of large corporations, then he' nopied they 
would pause and consider whether they would be 
aonsolting the interest of the country by adopting 
the measure. He was glad that thus early in the 



a prominent member of the whig p«rty had 
brought forvrord a measure that would show the 
people how for they were willing to protect th«r m- 



terests, while they would exempt fhim taxation 
wealthy incorporated companies, and impose ita 
burdoM on the industry of the oountry. He want- 
ed to know, and Pennsylvania wanted to know, if 
there was a disposition in that House to strike 
down her most important interests, while the inte- 
rests of other portions of the Union were left un- 
touched; and he wanted the vote en this biU to 
decide that question. As he observed before, he 
trusted there was no disposition in any port of the 
House to aaaclioB a meaaura sueh as this. Had 
the introducen of this measure given, or could they 
give, any reason why railroad iron should come io 
free of duty, in preference to cotton or wooUen gooda^ 
Had they given any reason why it should come in 
free in preference to cotton bagging? He knew that 
he might lislsn in vain for any good reason that 
could DB given for the pasaace of this bill. It might 
be that this question woiud oome up in a general 
bill while he was a member of the House, and then 
be would be ready to meet it on its merits; but if 
the tariff was to be attacked in this manner in detail, 
according to what the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. HoLMXt] avows as his cherished policy, 
where would it end? To-day the attack was on rail- 
road iron, and next week the assault migfat be on 
wooUen or cotton goods. Then salt, andnext the 
sugar of Louisiana and lead of Missouri would be 
attacked in detail. He was not in favor of going 
behind the bushes and attacking the tariff in detaiT. 
If it could not be stistained as a system, why, let it 
go down; and if that policy which the country had 
cherished above all otnen could not be sustained in 
all its ports, he was for letting it all foil together. 

Mr. PAYNE observed that he would state in ad- 
vance that he was opposed to the propoeitioB before 
the House, for the very suficient reasons given by 
the (;entleiiULO from lllioow in his remarks of ytm- 



terday. He saw no good reason why a measure of lUI 
sort should be passed in favor of eorporelions, while 
the burdens imposed by (he presoit tariff on indi- 
vidoala were everlo<Aea. But while he mode this 
avowal, he would say further, that hewasinfover 
of reducing the duties not only on iron, but on. afl 
the articlef of consumption which are taxed by 
the tariff of 1849. He wanted a simple revenue 
duty imposed on that article, as well as in every 
other on which a duty is now levied by the govern- 
ment. He had heard charges made on that 
floor in relation to this snbiec^ which he had met 
throughout the country; and he was happy to luive 
the opportunity of meeting them there, as he hsd 
done during ine last presidential canvass. The 
charm had been made that thote who were op- 
posed to the tariff of 1843 were in fovor of striking 
off all duties levied on articles imported into the 
eoatitry, aad resorting to a direct tax for the sup- 
port 01 government. This chaige was made du- 
the last presidential canvass, and was not confined 
to the sunny climes of the South, nor to the fro- 
zen ra^ns of the North; and as he had always re- 
futed It whenever and wherever he heard it nnde, 
he would take the occasion to refute it now. No 
individual of the deniocratic party with whom he 
Was acquainted was opposed to a tariff of duties on 
foreign imports. All they wanted was a revenue 
tariff sufficient for the economical support of the 
government; and no member of the democratic par- 
ty, so far as he was informed, had ever gone beyond 
that. None of them, that he knew of, were in nivor 
of direct taxation. Mr. P. then went into an ex- 
amination to shoiv the amount of duties, and the 
burden they would impose on the consumera uhder 
a tariff imposed for a revenue sufficient for the snp- 
I>ort of the government, with the adequate protec- 
tion that such a tariff wocUd afford to our manulho 
turing interests, contrasting it with the injustice and 
inequality of the present system. 

He then went on to show that a revenue tariff 
was as much protection to the manufacturer as 
35 per cent., adding the cost of importation and 
other incidental expenses, over and above the reve- 
nue duty of 90 par cent. And was not that enough? 
Why did those who were engaged in manuihetnrea 
demand such protection? They were t^ that labor 
was cheaper in Europe than here. Be it so. He , 
did not deny the proposition. ' But on,', the ether ,- 
hand, there was the raw materiiQ, out of whidh the 
articlei were menufactuied, which was much 
cheaper here than there. Why, the raw material 
of some — and some of the most important, loo- 
had to be sent from this coimtry, subject to the ex^ 
pense of trans-shipment across the Atlantic; and 
after being manuwctured, they were again subject 
to the expense of being sent back. Were not pro- 
visions cheaper here than in England? And he 
asked if machinery was not as good here as there? 
Here, then, they perceived that Uie home manufac- 
turer bad a decided advantage over the European 
manufacturer. Suppose they took into consioem- 
tion the interest on capital--and it would be seen 
there was but little difference between the interest 
at the North and the East, and the interest in Eu- 
rope: and 'he apprehended it would not be denied 
that the skill of the Yankees in everything concern- 
ing dollan and oents, is equal to any skin in Gnat 
Britain, or any other country beneath the sun. 
Here, then, was the situation in which the whole 
subject stood. They had seen that a revenue duty 
of 90 per cent afforded protection to the raanufhiiy 
toring interest of 35 per cent., and ha put it to It* 
House if that was not sufficient 

He asked if the home manufacturer was not able 
to oompete with the foreign manufacturer, when 
tlie protection which a revenue doty of even 90 per 
oent. would afford, enabled him to get his labor for 
nothin?, while the European manufacturer was 
obliged to pay something for labor, though the 
amountmight be small. It resulted, tben, from what 
he had said, that the democratic party was willing to 
afford ample protection to the m<mu5ietoringinteresta 
ofthe country; and it could afford that protection bj 
the revenue duty of 30 per cent to whidt he bad ad- 
verted. The question was not, then, as was pretend- 
ed, whether they should n> to a system of free trade. 
It waa simply whether tney should have a revenue 
tariff whicn affords {mteetion enough to the nianu- 
foeturer to give him his hibor free; er whether they 
should have the tariff act of 1849, with aU iu insqnaK 
ities and injustice. It was a qaeation whether the 
necessary duty shouM be imposed fbr the stipport 
of the gevtrnment, or wh^her an oppresMveond un. 
just tax sbotitd ba inpooed for Un porposa of foc> 
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gii^ the Gonnorant and avaricious appetite of the 
maoufacturers of the country. It was a Question 
whether the agricultural interest, which coald boiety 
make 4 per cent, on the ceipital invested in their 
business, should be taxed for the protection of those 
who make 35 per cent on the capital which they 
have invested. 

But there was a cant about this thing; there was a 
cant which ha had long seen, and with which he had 
long been d£%u$ted. That cant was that this protective 
system was for the protection of the ioduatry of the 
laboring man. "To protect the industry of the la- 
boring man" — that was the form of expression; but 
had gentlemen examined this bUI with a direct 
reference to that questioa' A gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (understood to be Mr. E. J. Moaais) had 
pretended to dp so during the last summer to his 
constituents; but that gentleman looked first, last, 
and at all times, to the interests of associated wealth, 
and not to the interests of the industrious classes. 
Now, he (Mr. P.) would, for a moment, examine 
that question, to see what protection this tariff bill 
of 1842 afforded to the laboring man. He would 
take, for example, the tailor; and he selected him 
because it was most convenient to do so. The do- 
ty imposed under the tariff act on ready-made 
clothes was 50 per cent; and no doubt the tailor 
thought that this afforded him ample protection, and 
that, but, for that he should be niuied by free trade. 
But how many of that doss had really looked at the 
facts of the case.' While the tailor, as he supposed, 
was receiving the protection of a duty of 50 per 
cent., he ibrgot that 40 per cent, of that duty 
jras laid on the doth out of which the gooiis 
were made; not for the benefit of the tailor, 
but of the manufacturer of the cloth. But let him 
deduct the 40 per cent., and only 10 per cent. 
remained for the protection of the tailor, flow sup- 
pose the tailor made clothing which was worth 
f 1,000 a year: the protection to him, at 10 per cent, 
was worth $100. But suppose, again, that he and his 
family consumed of dutiable goods $1,000 worth: 
the tax On this consumption, by the tariff act of 
1843, was 40 per cent, which amounted to f400. 
Deduct, then, the proteetion he receives, from the 
tax which he pays, and he would find, instead of 
being benefited, that he was plundered by the ope- 
ration of that act to the amount of |300. Apply 
the same examination to the operation of the act on 
the sboemsker, and they would find that he, too, 
was plundered at the same 'rate. ' And where, he 
would ask, was the protection for the blacksmith — 
he who labored amiost the dust and smoke of his 
worksho{^ Where was his protection? CouU 
any one point it out.' The same was the case 
with the mechanics generally. If, as was pretended, 
that act Vas intendra to benefit the operatives, why 
was not a clause introduced requiring the manufiic- 
turer to increase the wages of labor in proportion to 
the increased duty for his protection.' If that was 
the object, why was it not pertuitted to appear in any 
jnrt of the bill' Why was not some one solitary sec- 
tion allowed to record the fact? He (Mr. Patiib) well 
understood it It was not the policy of the advocates 
of protection to protect individual labor. There 
was a certain Websterian doctrine prevailing in this 
country some years ago, when that distimiished 
man was in public life, to this effect: "Let the gov^ 
cmment take care of the rich, and the rich will take 
care of the poor." 

That was the doctrine of the manufacturer. 
Give him ample protection, and he will protect the 
laborer in his establishment. He (Mr. P.) was sick- 
ened by such hypocrisy and fraud. The system 
which the manufacturer proposed would not bene- 
fit the laborer, as he had shown; it was, on the con- 
trary, a system of plunder, of which the laborer was 
the victim. But if it was still pretended that the inten- 
tion was to protect the operative, he demanded 
from the advocates of associated weahh why it 
was that some clause was not introduced to protect 
the operatives against the rapacity of their employ- 
ers. 

Having shown the effect of the system on the la- 
boring interest of the country, let them turn to look 
at its effect on th» great manufacturing interest. 
Take a manufacturer who manufactures to the amount 
of |500,000; on this be received protection to the 
•mount of 40 per cent The amount of $100,000 thus 
would produce $40,000. But he is also a consumer, 
and on the articles which he consumes, he conceives 
that he pays a lax like every other person. Suppose 
be constimea $5,000 worth: on this consumption at 
40 per cent, he pays 13,000; then deduct the $2,000 
^Jueb 1m p^rv-iroin ue |40,000 which Iw nceirw 



by protection of the tariff act of 1842, an4'a net 
profit is left of $36,000 per annum. And why is 
this? Because he has the labor of 300 individuals 
in his emfrioyment, and he receives the protectiop 
which it was pretended was for them. Thn«,then, the 
medianic was plundered to the amount of $300 per 
annum, whilst the rich manufacturer — whilst asso- 
ciated wealth, with all its other privileges — was en- 
abled to realize $38,000 per annum profit by this 
bill, which its fi-iends professed was for the protec- 
tion of the labor pf industry. 

But here another question arose. Who paid the 
duties? They were told that it was the producer; 
but if that were true, it wns a pcuradox which he 
could not understand. Look at its working; and he 
would take, for example, a Virginia farmer. He 
carried to England $1,000 worth of wheat, and 
when he got there, Oreat Britain imposed upon it a 
tax of $200, and thus it was reduced to $800. He 
sells' his wheat, and converts it into manufactures 
as a home caiigo; on arriving here, his $800 worth 
of goods are taxed by this government (say) $200; 
and thus his $1,000 worth of wheat is reduced to 
$600. Such was the practical operation of the 
system. He admitted that he lived in an age 
of invention. They saw the wonderful inven- 
tion of Professor Morse, by whose discovery — 
which was astonishing the scientific world — 
they could converse with a friend at a distance of 
forty miles (and of fifty thousand miles, if the ap- 
paratus was so for extended) almost as freely as he 
could with his friends aroimd him on this floor. 
This discovery struck the work! with admiration; 
and the name of Professor Morse would be as dur»- 
ble as the records of time. Then, again, there was 
Professor Espy. What had he done in this age of 
invention? Why, with mathematical accuracy, he 
could calculate the progress of storms, define their 
origin, and trace them through every part of the 
process throueh which they passed. Here was a 
philosophical discovery, too, which had placed the 
name of Prof. E^py high amongst the scientific men 
of this sge of the world. Well, then, look at Colt's 
subraariae battery, another invention, and one which, 
in all human probability, would change the whole 
system of harbor defence throughout the world. They 
had seen s gallant ship riding proudly on the waten 
of the Potomac, her sails swelling with the breezes 
of heaven, and in « twinkling they had seen her 
heaved from the bosom of the deep, and scattered in 
I .t^wisnnds . -of &aaients high into aid air. But 
great as were all these discoveries and these inven- 
tions, they dwindled into comparative insignificance 
with the discovery of a party here, that "high taxes 
make low prices." 

But he was not inclined thus to dispose of that 
question. Gentlemen had thought proper to broach 
and defend that absurd doctrine tnerej and he felt 
justified in making one or two observations upon it. 

Now, every article had a certain intrinsic value, 
and that value consisted in the amount of the mate- 
rial and the labor bestowed thereon; and it must 
bring a price equal to the cost of the raw material 
and the labor expended upon it, to be remunerative. 
If, then, a duty was imposed upon such artide, the 
price to the consumer was enhaiiiced to that amount, 
or the price would not equal the cost of production. 
If there were a perfect system of free trade — if 
competition were free to all the world, — the price of 
commodities would be kept down to a remunerating 
one simply. He was willing to admit that there 
might be a temporary increase of price, resulting 
from a defide;]cy of supply, or a temporary de- 
pression, resulting from an excess of supply; for 
the price wouM be regulated by supply and (lemand. 
But where competition was untrammelled the 
equilibrium would soon be restored. Teke, for il- 
lustration, a bat Suppose it manufactured in En- 
rope, and brought here and sold for $3, that being 
its intrinsic value: but if government imposed a 
duty of $1, the price must be increased to t4, or its 
intrinsic value would not be obtained; and thus it 
was clear that the doctrine that high duties produce 
low prices was an invention of modem days that 
was inrecondlable with common sense. If, how- 
ever, high duties domEdce low prices, as the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania asserted, why did not that 
eentleman go at once for a modification of 
the existing duties, and a sweeping reduction 
of them, so that Pennsylvania iron rateht 
realize high prices? But such an are;ument as that 
which the gentleman had made could not command 
the respect of the American people. If he should 
hereafter write out his views on this subject, he 
•l^tdd go inie it ftrtberthan timo woqld now per- 



mit him to do, and he should then show, beyond 
the possibility of contradiction, that while eentle- 
men professed to regard the interests of industry, 
the duties on articles consumed fay the rich were 
comparatively trifling, while those imposed on ar- 
tides consumed by the poorer classes were three- ' 
fold greoter. Such was the distinction made be- 
tween the rich and the poor. 

He would then take up statlsb'cai tables, and ex- 
hibit, in such a'lightthat the whole world could set, 
the iniquity of this tariff as it now stood. And here 
let him make a remark he had before made. He had 
been charged by the public press with demaeogtusm. 
In order to exonerate himself from any chajiige of 
this kind, he wished it to be remarked that he advo- 
cate<l no exemption for the poor from paying their 
due proportion for the support of government It 
was the people's gvvemment; it protected the poor 
as welt as the rich; and the proud spirit of a noon 
would scorn exemption from paying his due pro- 
portion for its support What be demanded was 
equality of taxation — that the poor man should be 
taxed no higher than his richer neighbor; that stern, 
inflexible justice be meted out to htm by the nation- 
al l^islalure. On that account, he (Sid oppose the 
tariff act of 1842, and this bill also, unless it was mod- 
ified so as to raise a revenue duty upon thia oitide 
of iron. It was against the Whole system of imequsi 
and fraudulent duties, of plunder of one portion of the 
people for the benefit of another portion, that he re- 
monstrated. It was justice — joitice that he demacd- 
ed; and that he would demand until the American 
people were aroused from the lethargy under which 
they seemed now to rest, until they saw the fraud 
perpetrated on their interests; ana when they did 
see it they would vindicate their rights; and it was 
not in the power of any man or setof nten to conceal 
forever these frauds upon their '. interests. How 
long was this system to be borne? Was it to be 
perpetual? No; the American people had pronoonc- 
ed against it once, and bad pronounced against it une- 
quivocally in the election of James K. Folk; it might 
be attempted to evade this question, but the Ameri- 
can people had proclaimed at the ballot-boxes that 
this iniquitous 8yBlem,-among othen, should fall to 
the dust; and fall it must We look {said Mr. P.) 
for relief to the returning sense of justice of the 
American people. Whenever we have had a fiur 
"lick" at this question, it has been always condemn- 
ed; and if thia Congress chooses not to act at thia 
session, whea -that still silent voice is heard again 
from the balloifboxes, it wouU speak in tones not 
to be misundeislood. The Senate was to be re- 
formed; this House ^iws to be reformed; and in the 
next Congress all these (juestions were to be 
settled on prindples of rieht, of equality, and 
of justice to all. He desired anything rather than 
oppression of this character. He was prepared at 
any time to meet any emei;gency that mignt arise, 
rather than continue to endure the weight of this in- 
justice and oppression. We hope (Mr. P. re- 
peated) to have redress from the returning sense of 
justice of the American people. There were one 
or two other remedies. State interposition was one; 
submission was out of the question. He did not say 
this in vain boost, with a view to create prejudice and 
exdtement; and he alone was responsible fot it But 
he said submission was out of the question. There 
were two other remedies, then. One was an actual 
State veto of the laws of Consress; and another 
was State legislation which could reach it, which, 
in his opinion, was efficient; and which, if the State le- 
gislatures were true to the interests of their eon- 
Btituents, they would not fiiil to adopt What was 
it' 1 would (continued Mr. P.^ attack the tariff bill 
of 1842. I would attack it in oetail, or in any way. 
I wouki adopt any measure to get rid of it I 
would take the tariff biH of 1842, and lay a tax- 
not an impost tax, but a tax on every article of do- 
mestic manufacture in this country, predaely as 
high as the tax was laid upon the foreign article. 
I would take the Kentucky ba^ng, and would tax 
it 5 or 6 cents per yard — which the Stale legidature 
has a perfbct right to do. I would tax Pennsytva- 
nia iron — if she insists on the protection she now 
has — and every other article, predsely as the tariff 
bill of 1842 taxes the foreign article. I wotild go 
fimher — as far as to throw the consumplioB of tSe 
entire South upon the foreign artide, instead of the 
domestic. I would rob — not rob, sir — but I would 
vindicate my right, by being robbed no longer. I 
wonld give as a bounty that which we n£ae to 
have extorted fh>m us by force. The very instant 
the northern States h>se the southern market, they 
will go without it forever, or until they ag;r«e to ■ 
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modification of the present oppressive duties: when- 
ever they modify them, 1 would relax my State le- 
gislation. Let me tell you, if we do not get redress 
from the returning sense of justice among the peo- 
ple, we know full well that we have the power 
in our own hands. Long have we suffered 
under this system of oppression. We agreed, 
on one occasion, upon a compromise; we 
complied fully with that compromise; our 
advantagea resulting from that compromise had 
but b^un when our enemies, the advocates of pro- 
tection, violated all their plighted faith — the plight- 
ed faith of those who l^ad preceded them in office — 
and struck down this system of compromise, and 
re-eatablished these high duties. We feel that we 
have the power to do this thing — to redress our- 
selves; that we are about to escape from the burdens 
under which too Ion' and too tamely we have suf' 
fered; we feel that, like the children of Israel, we 
have DBHsed the Red Sea, and stand upon the sum- 
mit of Mount Pisgah; and we feel, too, as if the 
promised land were but just before us; and we now 
tell gentlemen if they refuse to adjust this thing upon 
terms of equality and justice, we will apply the re- 
medy. Whenever the question be between uncon- 
ditional submission and slavery— abject slavery to a 
domioanl irresponsible interest of this country, I 
tell you, sir, we will resist; for aught I know, for 
aiignt I care, a million of swords inay leap from 
their scabbard and drink deep the blood of their op- 
preaaors. That is my view; I state it on my own 
responsibility; so far as I am concerned 1 am ready 
to meet any contingency rather than to submit 
tamely while plunder shall continue to be the order 
of the day. I will do my duty let the ease be what 
it may. 
Mr. P. having concluded — 
Mr. HAMMETT remarked that this debate had 
sprung upon him most suddenly and unexpectedly; 
and he believed that no one had cODtemplated — not 
even the mover of this bill — that, at this early stage 
of the session, they would be involved in the dis- 
cussion of this vexed tariff question — a question 
which must be settled, and settled with great delib- 
eration and care, before the country would be satis- 
fied. £ven if the proposition before the House 
were to be adopted or rejected, still it would leave 
the tariff question unsettled as fully as it was now 
unsettled, and the country would be aa far from 
being satisfied as it was at present. With a view, 
then, of putting an end ti this prtmatare debute, 
and leave the tariff question' to be'wnied in a legu- 
lar form — settled, as he- hoped {( would be, in a 
spirit' of hanuony, cooeitiation, and union — in a 
spirit which would meet with the approbation of 
their constituents in every part of this Union — in a 
manner which would place this subject of the tariff 
on a permanent basis, from which it would not 
•oon again be removed, — with ' this view, if it was 
now in order, he would move to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INOERSOLL asked the yeas and 
nays on this motion. 

Mr. COBB appealed to the gentleman fh>m Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Hammett] to withdraw the motion 
he had made, in order that the bill misht be allowed 
to go to a committee, and be examined on its merits. 
The gentleman might move the previous question, if 
he desired to put an end to the debate, which, at the 
same time, would allow of the whole subject being 
referred to a committee. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
' Mr. ADAMS in<)uired if the yeas and nays were 
en the motion to reject the bill. 

The SPEAKER. On the motion to Uy the bill 
on the table." 

Mr. ADAMS. To that motion I should have no 
oWfotion— 
The SPEAKER interposed, and rsminded the 
' gentleman that the question was not debatable. 
' Mr. ADAMS. 1 rose to make a proposition. 
' ' I A voice: "No contracts here."] 
' Mr. ADAMS continued. Provided that another 
> l>>li, attacking the same tariff in detail, which 1 be- 
i liwrs has been referred to the Committee of Ways 
i sod Means — I mean the bill for repealing the duty 
f on cotton bagging and gunny cloth, (which was 
I intioduced by Mr. Burt of South Carohna,) which 
I •>" coolly, calmly taken its course, and bees re- 
1 ferred— provided that bill be also laid on the table, 

1 hate no objection. 
' Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman cannot strike 
I * bargain now in any manner. 
I The SPEAKER repeate4 that debate was not in 
I «nl«r. r 



The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas 155, nays 40, aa followi!: 

TEAS— Meian. Abbot, Baily, Baker, Bainafd. Benton, 
Bidlaok, Jusea J31ack, Jame< A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, 
Bowlis, Boj'd, Brenzlr, Brodheod, Milton Brown, William 
J. Brown, Bufllngton, Burke, Caldwell, Cerpenter, Shep. 
herd Gary, C'atljn, CailiiQ,Augnftu4 A. Chapman, Coles, 
Collamor, Ciuiiton, (ullom, Dana, Daniel, Darragh, Oat^ 
relt Davjs, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davii, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry. Dickey, Dillinrham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dua- 
can, Dunlap, Karlee, Kicklin, Kiih, l-lArence, Koster, 
French, Fuller, Giddings.tioggin, Bytam Green, Urionell, 
Urider, Hale, Hannibal Hamun, Edward S. Hamlin, Ham- 
mett, Hardin, Hays, Henley, Henick, Hoge, Hopkins, 
HoostoH, Hubard, Hnbbell, Hughes, Hnngerfbrd, Wash- 
ington Hunt, C. J. IngersoU, J. R. Ingersoll, Irrln, Jameson, 
Jenks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, Oeorge W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, 
Kirkpatrick. Labrenchr, Luoas, McCauslen, McUvalne, Mc^ 
Kay, Marsh, Mathews, Kdwanl J. Morris, Joseph Morris, 
Freeman H. Morse, Isaac E. Morse, Moseley, Nes, New. 
ton, Norris, Owen. Patterson, Peyton, Pollock, Emery D. 
PoUer, Preston, Purdy, Itamsey, Charles M. ileed, David 8. 
.Reid, Reding, Relfe, Hitter, Roberta, Robinson. RockweO, 
Rodney, Rogers, Russell, 8L John, Sample. Senter, Thomaa 
H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Slidell, Albert Smith, John 
T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, 
Steenrad, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart. James W. Stone, 
Alfred P. Stone, Summers, Sykes, Taylor, ThomassoD, 
Thompson, TibbatU.Tilden, Tylfr, Vance. V»meter, Vin. 
ton, Weller, Wentworth, Wclbercd, Wheaton, John White, 
Beiyainia White, Williams, Wiuthrop, William Wright, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yancey— li». 

NAVS — Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Arlington. Ashe, Bar- 
ringer, Edward J. Black, Burt, Campbell, Reuben Chap- 
man, Chappell, Chilton, Ciincb, Clingman. Cobb. Ellis, 
Holmes, Hudson, James B. Hunt, Andrew Johnson, Preston 
King, Leonard, Lumpkin. Lyon, McClelland, McCler- 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, Murphy, Payne, Phoente, Rath- 
bun, Ravner, Severance, Simons, Simpson, Stephens, Stet- 
•OD, Stiles, Strong, and Woodward— 40. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS moved to suspend the 
rules, in order that the House might resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

And the question being taken, the motion was re- 
jected — ayes 54, noes 67. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the following 
bills from the Senate were taken up, and, afW be- 
in^ read the first and second time, referred to appro- 
priate committees, viz: 

An act to change the time of hoMing the federal 
courts in the State of Kentucky. 

An act for the relief of the legal te;>rMMntativea of 
Joshua Kennedy, of Alabaout: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

An act for the relief of th« heirs of R*beH 
deceased: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of James Puffy: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act to afford relief to certain contractors of the 
government; and 

An act concerning fuiioughs in the naval service: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affain. 

Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that he would, at an 
edriy day, ask leave to introduce a resolution to re- 
peal one of the ndes of the last session, commonly 
called the one-hour rule. 

This notice being objected to, it was not received. 

On motion by Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL, the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideratioo of the memorial m certain mer- 
chants of New York, concerning the refunding of 
duties on Dutoh vessels; and the same was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. W. J. BROWN, 

Ordered, That a committee ort»« membera Iw appointed 
»B enrolled bills, to act in ooqJtuKtloa with a like commit, 
tea on the pwrt of the Senate. 

Mr. BOWLIN asked leave to make a report for 
one of the standing committees. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to make the report; which motion be- 
ing adopted, 

Mr. BOWLIN, fW)m the CommiUee of Claims, 
reported the following bills; which were 'read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Langtree and Jacobs; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Allen. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, in pursuance of previ- 
ons notice, asked leave to introduce a bill. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved to suspend the 
rules generally, for half an hour, to allow members 
to introduce bilU who had given notice of them, 
when. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 

The following neticM of petiiioos pnMOted to* 



day were handed to the reporters by the itt«mb«rs 
presenting them: 

Bt Mr. DAWSON: The petition of John L. Harri*, for 
coniimMtion of fraetional lot No. K, townalifa) IS, range U, 
ke., on the river MiseiMippi. in Madison paruh. La.: refer> 
red to the Committee on ranlic Lands. 

By Mr. STRONO: The peUUon •( the inhabitants of the 
port of Sag Harbor, in the State of New York, for an ap* 
propriation to construct a breakwater, and 4o deepaa and 
enlarge the channel ia their harbor: leCarred to the CttsH 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SHEPHERD CART: The petition of John Black, 
Daniel M. AUen, and others, praying that a Ught-honse he 
eetablisbed upon Spoon island, ia Maine: (reiened to tlu 
Ceromitler on Comoieice. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of Adam McCnlloch, 
praying for an appropriatioD fot tlw purchase of Ooat 
IsiaJid, at the entrance of Cape Porpoise hariwr, in the State 
of Maine. 

Bt Mr. MCDOWELL: The petitioB of iondr; penoM Of 
Highland county, Ohio, aaking a reduction of postage: re- 
Ihrred to the appropriate eommittae. The petition of Abiam 
Aasman, prayliig a pension: referred to the appropriate 
committee. 

By Mr. KIRKPATRICK: The petition of Alexander H. 
Camming, praying compensation for carrying the maU: re- 
referred to the Committee on the Poet Ofltoe and Poet Roads. 

By Mr. WETHERED: The memorial of Richard WrUa, 
sen., of Carroll county, Maryland, praying for a pension: 
referred to the Committee on Kevolntionary Pensions. 

Bv Mr. TIBBATT8: The petition of Joseph Faaton, now 
' of the State of Missoari, praying remuneration for asms 
and clothing lost by him dnriiq; tEe late war, while in the 
service of the United States: referred to the Committse of 
Claims. 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The memorial of Chas. H. Todd, of 
New York, praying to be refunded duties that have been er^ 
roneously baid. 

By Mr. BVRKE: The petition of Tboma* F. HarkneM, 
for compensation for performing cleik dutie* in the oSce of 
the Commissioner of Pensions. The memorial of Nicholas 
Murray, and others, for arrearages of 'ftj doe James Mur- 
ray, a revolutionarT soldier. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Wm. H. Y. Hackett, and 
forty-nine othen, praying that the lands in the Ylncenaes 
district unsold, or so much thereof as may bs necessary to 
complete a direct commuaicatloa between Lake Erie and 
the Ohio river, may be granted to the State of Indiana: t»- 
Iterred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. REDINO: The petition of Beojamin Rope*, of 
Woodstock. New Hampshire, on the subject of French spo- 
liaUons prior to 1800: referred to the Cemmittce on Foinlga 
Attain. A series of resolutions adopted by like legislsture 
of New Rampihire upon the subject of the redaction of 
postage and abridgment of the franking privilege: referred 
to the Committee on the Poet Ofllee and Post Roads, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of John De Ptay, of 
Mamins, Onondaga county. New York, praying that hi* 
name may be restored to the pension list: refaind to th* 
Committee on RsrvolntionatT Fenaiaiis. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The peUtion of Isaac Osvenpoit, 
of nUllips^ Maine, for a pension. - 



IN SENATE. 
TiiuasnAT, December 19, 1844. 

The PRESIDENT pro fern, laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Navy Department, trans- 
mitting a statement from the Fourth Auditor of the 
Treasury, resoecting the expenditure of the nary 
pension fund for the year ending 30th September, 
1844, and showing its condition at this time: order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the CommiUee oil 
Public Lands, reported back without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
granting certain lands to the Stats of Indiana, th« 
better to enable the said Stato to extend and com- 
plete the Wabash and Erie canal from Terre Haute 
to the Ohio river. The report acoompanying wa« 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back without amendment, and with 
a reeomnendation that it de pass, the bill to ooiMot- 
date and amend the acts in relation to the pensiona 
to widows and orphans of naval officers, saanen, 
and marines. 

Alsoieporied back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, the joint resolution authoriEing 
an allowance to be made to Purser B. M. F. Thorn- 
ton, in the settlement of his aeoounts. 

On motion of Mr. B. the previous orders of the 
day were postponed, and the bill immediately above 
was token up, and considered as in committee of the 
whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred the petition of Harriet H. Sanders, the widow 
of James Sanders, praying to be restored to the na- 
val pension roll, reported a general bill for the re- 
newal of certain naval pensions for five years; which 
was read, and ordered to a second leadmg. 

Mr. EVANS submitted the following reaolation 
for consideration, viz: 

lUnhei. That the Secretary of th* Treasury bo diieetod 
to Infimn the Senate whether any applfcation has been mads 
to th? depettseat iiaoe the close efths last sssiiovar C««f' 
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fnn for the remiHitili of penalties or forleitnzvs heretofore 
tncnrred Aod paid for Tioiatioiu of the r^renue Uws of tlie 
trailed Statea, is the tttportatioiia of foreign goodi or mei^ 
chandiia, and if lo, hj wtiom, and the grounds upon which 
each appUcafJon is made; the time when incuxred and paid, 
together with the declalon or action of the drpartment there- 
on. 

Mr. EVANS aubmittcd tlie fonowine Tesolation; 
wfaich, undet' the rule, liea one day on Uie table, viz: 
BMoUni, That the Beorat&ry of the Treasuir be directed 
to inform the Senate wiiat amount of duties Which bad pre- 
vioosly l>e«n paid upon the import^on of foi«in goods and 
mercliandise into the United States has Inen refunded since 
the close of the last session of Congress, together with a de- 
•orlptioii of the nerdiandise, and the times of importation, 
respectively, upon which said dutiei were collected, and 
tlia names of the persons to whom refunded; and also to 
communicate copies of aU eiroiOar letters or instructions is- 
sued from the Treaaurx Oepartmant since fhe close of the 
last session relating to the refunding of the eame, «r to the 
rates of dutr lo l>e thereafter eoDeeled; and that ha be also 
directed to inform the Senate of the number of appUeatiena 
now pending for'the refunding of duties henlofere paid, the. 
times when presented and by whom, the description of merv 
chandise imported, and the amount of duties paid- 
Mr. HUNTINGTON submiued the following ~ 
resolution; which, under the rule, lies one dajr OD 
the table, \iz: 

JUtobei, That the Secretary of the Treasurr be directed 
to inform the Senate what number of steamers for the reve- 
nue service have been built, or have been ordered to be 
built; the respective periods of time when the ocntiacts for 
"building the same were made; the costofeach; the places 
where Uie same have been, or are to be built; ttie names of 
tlia contractor or contractors; the actual or estimated ex- 
panse attending their empioymont; the diflerence in the ex- 
penae of construction and employment between the same 
and the wooden revenue cutters; and whether any trial of 
the same lias been made lo test their utility; and whether 
iliey wiU probably be as useful for the revenue service, hav- 
ing reference to their speed, and to all other considerations 
connected with their cost and use as the taveauC cutter* 
heretofore built and used in the service. 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
daima, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Bieh; which waa read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, reported back, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do |>aas, the bill for the relief of Gideon Batch- 
elder and others. Subtequentlf , on his motion, the 
previous orders of the day were postponed, and the 
Dill was considered as in committee of the whole, 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
tat a third readinij'. 

Mr. WOODBURY, fh>m the Committee on 
Claims, reported adversely on the petition of 
Thomas N. Russell, praying to be allowed fishing 
bounty. The report was oitt^ed to lie on the table 
•nd be printed. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, leave was granted, 
to withdrew from the files the petition and papers of 
John Pennington. 

Mr. J. presented the petition of the Mexican 
Ghilf Railway company and iU sureties, praying to 
be released from tne costs of a suit, improperly iur 
•titutad agunst them by the United States: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following; which 
was considered by unauimous consent, and agreed 
to, viz: 

Rntivti, That the Srcretary of the Treasury be directed 
fo corammiicate to the Senate, as early as may be practi- 
cable, copies of all orders or instructions which may at any 
time luve been given by liis department to the land officers 
and persons acting as survyor general in Louisiana, in re- 
lalton to the "Houma claim," of any plats or surveys in his 
dopartmeat of said claim, and of smy arguments or state- 
ments heretofi»ramade to the department in relation to that 
elai^ and ofthe decisions of the department thereon; also 
a litt of all the private claims denved from either of the 
former governments of Louisiana, or based upon any of the 
laws of the United States, which are included in whole or 
in part by the claimed' lines of Uie Houma tract, specifying 
in each case the name of the claimant, the character, nature, 
and date of tlie original title papers, aiid the amount claim- 
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to have been sold at any time ny the United Slates, and 
their areas and the amounts paid therefor; (pecifyiiigthe 
dates of entry and the laws under whichthey were made; 
and also to report whether such portions of the said Houma 
claim aa have been patented were ever regulariy surveyed 
by the propeifanthority in oonfoimitv lo the instructions of 
department and the nquireroenta of the law, and the Unes 
(heieof prtiperiy returned and exhibited spon the townaliln 
maps sent lo the department pnor to tlie granting of sucn 
patents. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a communication sign- 
ed bv Thomas Clark and othera, mambere of the 
ltt:i8lature of Arkansas, representing the necessity 
of a mail route from Clarksville to CarroUton, in 
(hat State; which was referred to the Committee en 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. A. olw) submiued the following resolution; 



which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to, viz: 

Retotvtd, That five thousand copies of the map of Texas, 
which was engraved for the use pf the Senate, at the last 
session, be furnished, provided the cost of the same does 
not exceed twelve cents per copy, including paper, print- 
ing, pasting, and coloring. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD submitted the following reso- 
lution; which Vfja considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to, viz: 

Racbui, That the Secietary of the Treasury be henby 
directed to collect from the hands of engravers and others, 
in this city , all the metallio plates that fVom tissa to time 
have been engraved and paid for by onler of tiie Senate, and 
to deposit the same in the Library of Congress, for the 
further use pi the Senate and House of Representatives. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the Philadelphia and Reading Railway Company, 
asking that duties on railntiad iron, imported during 
the earrent year, may be remitted: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

AIM presented a memorial from Frances Ed- 
wards, now a resident of Philadelphia, but former- 
ly of Virginia, the widow and executrix of Enoch 
Edwards, deceased, a surgeon in the revolutionary 
army, praying to be allowed the commutation pay 
to which he was entitled: referred to the Committee 
on Revelutionarv Claims. 

Also presentf d a memorial fVom citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, asking for an appropriation to .rebuild the 
piers at Port Penn and Reedy Island, and to com- 
plete the light-house on Brandy wine shoals, in the 
Delaware river, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee, from the Committee 
on Claims, reported buck without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they do pass, the fol- 
lowing bills, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Jamea Ritchie; and 

The biU for the relief of J. M. McFarland. 

Subseciuently, on the motion of Mr. BARROW, 
the previous oraen of the day were postponed, and 
the above bills were takto up and considered aa in 
eommittee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee, from the Committee 
on Claims, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendatioff that it do pass, the bill for 
the relief of Pierre Manaird, Josiah T. Betts, Jacob 
Fleainan, and Ednmnd Roberta, of the State of Illi- 
noia, sureties of FeliJc St. Vroin, late Indian agent, 
deceissed. 

SubseqfienUy, on the motion of Mr. BREESE, 
the above bill was taken up and considered as in 
oommitttee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, on leave, introduced the 
following bills; which were read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, viz: 

A bill to regulate the appointment and promoUpn 
of oSoera in the United States revenue marine; and 

A bill to provide for the appointment and for reg- 
ulating the pay of engineen and assistant engineers 
in the United Slates revenue service. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The PRESIDENT pro (em. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the President of tha 
United States, transmittiqg copies of documents re- 
ceived from the minister at Mexico since the com- 
mencement of the present session of Congress; 
which WBB read, (and will be found in the report of 
the proceedings of the House,) and, on the motion 
of Mr. ARCHER, rsfbrred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

PEA PATCH ISLAND. 

The engrossed bill entitled "An act to settle the 
title to the Pea Patch island, in tlie river Delaware," 
was read the third time, and paMed. 

On motion, it was 

Oritni, That when, the Senate adjourn it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 

On motion, by Mr. JOHNSON, it was 
Orderid, That the petition of Bernard Hempkin, of Louis- 
iaiia,^raying for the confirmation of a land sale, be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on I*rivat« 
Land Claims. 

FOREIGN PAUPERS AND CRIMINALS. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the foUowing resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, liea one day on the 
table, viz: 

Itaiitvti, That the Seeratair of Stale be directed loeom- 
municate to the Senate such infbnnation as may be in pos- 
seesioo of the Department of State, aa to the practice of fbp 
elgn governments in tranqiorting their criminals and pau- 
pers Cite the Uoitsd States; and that be also commwnicata 



copies of such instructions, if any, as may have been given 
by the government of the United States to Ha consuls awl 
otiier agents in foiaign governments upon this subject, aisd 
copies of such reports, if any, aa may hare been received 
from such consols and agents in relation thereto. 

. PENSIONS. 

On motion by Mr. BATES, the previous orders 

of the day were postponed, and the joint resolution 
explanatory of the act meiking appropriations for 
naval, revolutionary, and other pensionere of the 
United States for the fiscal year ending 30lh June, 
184S^ was taken up as in committee of the whole, 
considered, repotted to the Senate, and ordered to 
be engrossed ibr a third reading. [This reaolation 
provides that the cases of widows pending on the 
passage of that act, before the commisaioner of pen- 
sions, shall not be subjected to the restrictivo pro- 
visions of that law.] 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 

aa 



Phblps yesterday^ eame up in order, and 
agreed to: 

Rtnhed, Thai the President he reqaaated toinbnstha 
Senate whether the executive department is iniimed of the 



possession of the dejnrtment, to the Senate. 

The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
CaoATB yesterday, was agreed to, viz: 

lUittni, That Uie Committee on the Library ba i 



ed to inquire into the expediency of anlhorisins the pub- 
Usher of Elliott's Debates to add to his work Mr. Madison'k 
report of the debates of the convention of 17S7. 

OREGON. 

Mr. ATCHISON, punuant to notice herstofiiM- 
givenj asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to *'orgaiuz« the govemmeot of On^n, and for 
othsr purposes." 

The biU was read twica with a view to raferenee, 
when 

Mr. ATCHISON moved its reference to the Coib- 
miltee on Territories. 

Mr. ARCHER objected to iU going to Aat com- 
mittee under present drcumstanoea, as he conceived 
the Committee on Foreign Relations in cbarg* of 
the subject He moved its reierence' to that oook- 
mittee. 

Mr. ATCHISON ooold not see what the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Rdatioos could -have to do with 
it. The bill soKly Mined to the organization of a 
territorial goverwntMt, and had nothing foreign 
in it. 

Mr. BAOBY awued to tht same effect; and dep- 
recated the proposition of refernng the bill to its «n- 
emiea instead of to its friends — it being well known 
that every memKer of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, except, perhaps, one, was hostile to its pro- 
visions. 

' Mr. BENTON followed in support of the motion 
to refer the bill to the Committee on Territories, 
and not to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ATCHISON appealed to the uniform pna- 
lice of the Senate and all parliamentary bodies, in 
support of hia proposition to refer the matter to a 
friendly committee. 

Mr. WOODBURY advocated the propriety of lh« 
course pointed out by the senator who introduced 
the bill, but Buggestecf that a bill of such importance 
ought to go to a special committee; which he would 
vote for if any gentleman made the motion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD professed himself friendly to 
the object of the bill, though a member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Afiaira; yet he thought, under ex- 
isting circumstances, the bill ought to' go to the 
Committee on Foreign Relation*. 

Mr. BENTON a^n showed that to send it to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations would be to defeat 
it; and that the reasons now urged for that coone — 
the peodeacy of negotiations upon that su' ject b»- 
tween the two governments — were the some that ' 
prevailed 36 yean ago, and kept back the questioa 
ever since. 

- Mr. ATCHISON called for the yeas and naya on 
his motion to refer the bill to the Committee on Ter- 
ritories; and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resultad— yCM 
21, nays 34, aa follows: 

YEAS-^essrs. Allen, Adiky, AteUwm, Aai«itoo,BMby. 
Benton, BnMse, Buchanan, Colquitt Diekiaaan, FUnUa, 
Foster of New ¥arit, Hannepn, Haywood, Hugar, Mils*, 
Sample, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbnir— al. 

NATS — Messra. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Foster of Teaneaoe, 
Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Millar, 
Morehead, Pearee, Phelps, Porter, Birea, Upliaai, While. 
and Woo(»bildg»-»4. 
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[Continiud from Av. 3.] 

' Mr. WALKER asked if it was now in order to 
move its reference to a select committee. 

The CHAIR said that the question should 
first be decided on the pending motion of reference to 
a standing committee— the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. WALKER then hoped the motion of refer- 
ence to the Committee on Foreign Relations would 
not prevail. He pointed out that the same course 
which had been maintained for nine years, in send- 
ing the subject to a select committee, would not be 
departed from. 

Mr. ARCHER insisted that the state of the case 
was now different, a negotiadon oa the subjeet being 
pending; and that, to act upon the bill before the re- 
sult of tha negotiation was known, wonld be acting 
with discourtesy towards the other department of 
the government, and the power with whom the ne- 
gotiation wasgoing on. 

> Mr. ALL^ showed that the bill could not in- 

terfere with the negotiation; for the President, in his 
annual message, had recommended action such as 
was proposed by fhik bill, of giving protection to 
Amencan citizens in Ongon; and that it ought not 
to go to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Meanra. WALKER, BENTON, ALLEN, MER- 
RICK, WHITE, BAGBY, FOSTER of New 
York, BREESE, WOODBURY, and BUCHAN- 

) AN, ftirther advocated the reference to a select eom- 
mittae. 

The proposition to refer the bill to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations was further supported by 
Messrs. ARCHER, BAYARD, and MORE- 
HEAD. 

At the request of Mr. ALLEN, that portion of 
the President's message urging upon Congress the 
immediate adoption of some such measure was 
read, to show that the President did not consider the 
n^otiation any impediment to the extension of our 
jurisdiction over the Territory Ibr the protection of 

, our citizens. 

The question on Mr. AacBCR't motion to refer 
the bni to the Committee on Foreign Relations be- 
ing taken by yeas and nays, resulted— yeas 20, nays 
24, 08 follows: 

TEAS— Menrt. Archer, Barrow, Batei, Bayard, Bsrrien, 
Gkoste, Clayton, Critteadni, E^-ans, Foater of Tcnneum, 
Fnaela, RnntliulOD, Johnson, Miller, Morekead, Fcaroa, 
rkelpa, RlTea, L pham, and WoodbrMc*— 90. 

NATS— Meaan. Allen, Aahlvv, AtAiaon, Atheitm, Bag- 
bv, Milton, Braeae, Buchanan, DteidiMOn, FUrtald, Foatar 
•I Nav Y«tk, Hannagas, Uayvood, Handwaos, Hnger, 
Mwrlofc. NOm. Porter, Semple, Ruigeon, Tspnui, WaSer, 
White, and Woodbnry— 34. 

Bo the motion did not srevail. 

At Bilr. WALKER'S Suggestion, Mr. ATCHI- 
SON (having ialraduced the bai) moved its rafel" 
enee to a select committee. 

The motion was aceordingly put, and carried 
without a division. 

On motion, it was agreed that the select committee 
Sbotdd ooasist of five, to be appointed by the Chair. 

The PSBSIDENT m tan. named the following 
five gentlemen as the Select Committee: Messrs. 
ATCRiioK, chairman; Walkxr, Rives, CaiTTSK- 
ra», and Allcn. 

REDUCTION OP POSTAGE. 

Mr. MERRICK, pursaant to notice heretofore 
given, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
I for the reduction of p05ta»e; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Poat Office Committee. 

Mr. MERRICK also reported back from that 
onnmittee, without amendment, the joint resolu- 
tion in the case of David Shaw and S. P. Chausee. 

On motion by Mr. CHOATE, the papers of Da- 
vid Baker were ordered to be taken from the files, 
and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

On motion by Mr. PEAROE, the papers of A. 
Allen were ordered to be taken from tne files, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motk>n by Mr. TAPPAN, the Senate, at 4 
o^ock, adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tbotubat, December 19, 1844. 
Mr. 'Edvulxo Caosa and Mr. C. M. Rebd 
«{i|)eared yesterday, and took their seats. 



Mr. William J. BaowH and Mr. Stees .were 
announced as the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills on the part of the House, in putsuanoe of the 
resolution adopted yesterday. 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Rtmlrti, That the Comoiittae of Waya and Meani.be In. 
atmcted to In<ioire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
to continue the magnetic telegraph from Baltimore fo New 
Y«ik, byway of PhUadelphia. 

Mr. WELLER, in pursuance of notice given, 
obtained leave, and introduced a joint resolution an- 
nexing Texas to the United States, as follows: 

UtsalTStd by the Senatt and Hnue of Repretentatirtt ^ the 
Vniird StcluofJimnicain Congrets nuevOtUd, That from 
and after thejpaiaage oftheae reaolutlona, (the supreme au- 
thoritiea of Texaa concurriag therein,) the territory now 
Icnown aa'the repnblic of Texaa be, and the lame li hereby, 
annexed te, and made a portion of, the territory of the 
United Statei. 

Sao. 3. .and he it farther rethed. That the people now 
lealdlng upon the aald territoiy, and within the limita of 
Texas, ahall be incorporated into the Union of the United 
Statea, and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty 
and property, and admitted, aa aoon aa may be conaiatent 
with tha principiea of the Ctdaral conatitntion, to the ei^oy- 
ment of all the rigfata, pririlegea, and immunities of citizena 
ofthe United BUtes. 

Sac. S. ..and be il further rreelmd. That tha said territory 
lureby annexed shall be Imown as tha "Territory of Texasr 
and, until otherwise ordered, the laws of Texas now exist* 
ing shall remain in lull force; and all executive and judicial 
odtoeraofTexaa, (except the President, Vice President, and 
heada of departmeata.) shall retain their offlcea, with all au- 
thotity and power appertaining thereto; and the courts of 
Juatlee there established ahsU, for the preaent, remain as 
now organized. 

Sec. 4. .and be Ufmriher raalced, That all titles and daima 
to real estate, valid under the existing laws of Texaa, 
shall lie deemed and held so by the government of the 
United States. 

Sac. 9. .jmt be U farther rtnhed. That the public lands in 
the aajd Territory oe. and the same are hereby, pledged for 
the payment of the debt, however created, anterior to tha 
paa|a|e of thsae resolutions, (or which the (gith ofthe gov- 
emmem of Texas has been given, amoonting, aa ia sup. 
posed, to ten millions of dollars. 

Sac. 6. And he it further resolved. That eommisaionen 
ahsll hereafter he appointed, under aneh reitrictions as Con- 
gress nay impose, to examine and report the claims which 
nay be pceaented againai the government of Texaa. in order 
that the proceeds or the public landa, as aforeaald, awy be 
applied to the cxtingoiahinent thereoil 

Sac. 7. JIni he it further rtedvei. That eooiaiaaionen 
shall hereafter be appointed, who sh,ji eitablish the bound- 
ariea, and divide said territory in such manner and form aa 
Coogresa may direct 

Sac. a .And la il further malted. That aa soon as the so* 
preme authorities of Texaa ahall signify their approval ol 
these rsaelatiaaa. the same ahall bo deemed and held t« be 
tlM Amdsmantal law of the land. 

The resolution was read the fint and- second time; 
'witen 

Mr. WELLER moved to refinr it to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole oo the state of the Union. 

Mr. E. S. HAMLIN moved to refer the resolu- 
tions to ft select committee of one from each State 
in tha Union, with iastmclions to report to the 
House — 

First. Whether Congress has any constitutional 
power to annex a foreign independent nation to thk 
government; and if so, by what article and section 
of the constitution it is conferred: whether it is 
among the powers expressly gnmted, or among 
those which are implied: whether it is necessary to 
carry into effect any expressly granted power; and 
if so, which one. 

Secondly. Whether the annexation of Texas 
would not extend and perpetuate elnvery in the 
slave States, and also the intemni xLivc trade; and 
whether the United Suites ^ovemroenl has any cnn- 
etitutional power over slavery in the Slates, cither 
to perpetuate it there, or to do it away. 

Tliirdly. Whether, the United .Slates having ac- 
knowledged the independence of Texas, Mexico is 
thereby deprived of her right to reconquer that 
province. 

Fourthly. That they report whether Texas is 
owing any debts or not, and if she is, what is the 
amount, and to whom payable; and whether, if she 
should be annexed to the United States, the united 
government would he l>ound to pay them all. 

Fifthly. That they report what treaties are in 
existence between Texas and foreign sovemments; 
and, if she should be annexed to the United Stale*, 
whether the united government would be bound by 
the law of nations to fulfil these treaties. 

The SPEAKER sud that the question wotiM b« 



first put on referring the resolution to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HAMLIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, the question was taken, and de- 
cided in the affirmative— yeas 109, nays 60, as fol- 
lows: 

TEAS— Msssn. Arriagton, Benton, Edward J. Black, 
James Black, Jamea A. Black, Bower, Bowlin, B«yd, 
Akron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Barka/Caldwell, Car. 
penter, Jeremiah £. Cary, Reuben Cha{»Dan. Chatmell, 
Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, John W. Davia, Dean, Dellet, Dopglass, Drom. 
goole, Duncan, Dunlap, Farlee, F^cklin, French, Fnller, 
Ooggin, Byram Green, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammett, 
Hatusoa, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hab- 
bell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. In. 

gersoU, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Andrew 
eaaedy, Preston King, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, 
Lnmplun, Lyon, McCauSen. Maclay, McClelland, McCler. 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay. Joseph Morris, 
Isaac E. Morse, Mutphy, Newton, Nonia, Owen, Pannen. 
ter, Payne, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, David S. Heid, 
Reding, Relfe, Robinson, Rnuell, Thomas H. flaymonr, 
David L. Seymour, Siilsona, Slnuwon, BlideU, John T. 
Smith, Thoraaa Smith, Robert Smid, Staenrod, Stephena, 
Stiles, James W. Stone, AIfi«d P. Stone, Summers, Sykes, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatta, Weller, Wentworth, Benja- 
min Wliite, "VriUiams, Woodward, Josei^ A. Wright, and 
Tancey— lOB. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
nard, BrcDgle, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, CatUn, Caosin, 
Clingman, Collamer, Cranston. Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
Dickey, Fish, Florence, Oiddlnga, Grianell, Orider, Edward 
S. Hamlin, Harper, Hudson, Wisihington Hunt, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Jenka, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Mcllvaine, Marah, Edward J. Morria, Freeman H. Morse, 
Moscley, Ncs, Patenon. Peyton. Phttnix, Pollock. Eliaha 
R. Patter, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Rockwell, Rodney. 
Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb 
B. Smith, Andrew Stewart, Thomasson, Tildon, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered,WheatOB, John White, 
and Winthrop— eo. 

Mr. BRINKERHOPP rose and stated that he 
was not within the bar when his name was called; 
but had he been so, he would have voted in the af- 
firmative. 

The resolution having been thus referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the slate of the 
Union, 

' The question was put on printing it, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. POLLOCK desired to give notice of his in- 
tention hereafter to aak leave to introduce a bill 
or jomt resolution. ' 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he shonld object to 
everything out of the regular order of business; and 
at the fame time he suggested that the business 
whidT each geatleman was deairoua to expedite, 
wonld be facilitated by legularitv tmd order in their 
proceediMs, He, however, withdrew his objection 
in this ptirUE11lar.case. ■' 

Mr. POLLOCK then gave notice that, at some 
future occasion, he should ask leave to introduce a 
bill, or joint resolution, providing for the submission 
of the question of the annexation of Texas to tho 
people, through the ballot-box. , 

Mr. WENTWORTH observed that the people 
had already decided that question at the polls, in 
terms too decided to be misapprehended; and he 
was now for carrying out that decision. 

The notice was received and recorded. 

Mr. HOUSTON then rose and said he was ^ad 
that his friend from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jobksok] 
had intimated that he should object to any business 
that did not come up in its regular order. This was 
a short scRsion, and there were important bills be- 
fore llie Committee ofthe Whole on the state ofthe 
Union; r.iid tlitre fore lie hoped no lime would bo 
lost, but that the House would at once resolve itself 
into Cnminiilee of the Whole for the consideration 
of those bills. There was one bill in which he had. 
some intrrrst, and he was desirous that it should be 
taken up and di!<pased of; first, bcceuse he was de- 
sirous lliat it should be jiasscd, and next, because 
he wished the House to reach the other bills on the 
calendar. He hoped the gentlemen who were op> 
posed to the measure to which lie had altuded, 
would consent to take it up and dispose- of it; and 
he would now move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee cf the Whole on the state of the 
Union — his object being, of course, to teke up tha 
bill alluded to. 

THE president's MESSAGE IN RELATION TO 
MEXICO. 

Captain Waooaiux, private secretary to the Pret* 
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ident, appeared below the bar with a measage from 
the Resident of the United Slate*, which was delir- 
wed to the Speaker. 

Mr. DROMGOOLB roae. and intimated to the 
Houae that if the motion of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Hocston] ahould prevail, he should 
BiOTe the committee to take up bill No. 216, which 
had been on the calendar since the last session, enti- 
a " bill to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public rerenue.- 

Mr. WENTWORTH hof^d the House would 
hear the message which had just been received from 
the President. 

Mr. J. R. I^OERSOLL. I hope so. 

And there were in other quarters cries of "Read, 
read." 

Mr. HOUSTON withdrew his motion, that the 
measage might be read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. That U right. Let us 
have the war message. 

The Clerk accordingly read the message, as fol- 
lows: 

To He Stnale and Hotue cf Btpraentaliva: 

I transmit herewith copies of despatches received 
from oar minister at Mexico since the commence- 
fDent of your present session, which claim from 
their Importance, and I doubt not will receive, your 
calm and deliberate consideration. The extraor* 
dinarj and highly offensive language which the 
Mexican government has thought proper to employ 
in reply to the remonstrance of the executive, 
through Mr. Shannon, against the renewal of the 
war with Texas while the question of annexation 
was pending before Congress and the people, and 
also the proposed manner of conducting that war, 
will not rail to arrest your attention. Such remon- 
strance, urged in no unfriendly spirit to Mexico, 
was called for by considerations of an imperative 
character, having relation as well to the peace of 
this country and honor of thia government, as to the 
cause of humanity and civilization. Texas had 
entered into the treaty of annexation upon the invi- 
tation of the executive; and when, for that act, she 
was threatened with a renewal of the war, on the 
part of Mexico, she naturally looked to this govern- 
ment to interpose its efforts to ward off the threat- 
ened blow. But one course was left the exe- 
cutive, acting within the limits of its consti- 
tutionid competency; and that was, to protest, 
in respectful, but, at die same time, strong and de- 
cided terms against it. The war thua threatened 
to be renewed was promulgated by edicts and de- 
crees, which ordered, on the part of the Mexican 
military, the deaolation of whole tracts of country. 
Mid the destruction, without discrimination, of all 
ages, sexes, and conditions of existence. Over the 
manner of conducting war, Mexico posgcssep no ex- 
clusive control. She has no right to violate at plea- 
sure the principles which an enlightened civilization 
has laid do wn for the conduct of nations at war, and 
thereby retrograde to a period of barbarism, which, 
happily for llie world, has long sinca passed away. 
All nations are interested in enforcing an observance 
of those principles; and the United Stales, the oldest 
of the American republics, and the nearest of the 
civilized powers to the theatre on which these enor- 
mities were proposed to be enacted, could not quietly 
content themselves to witness such a state of things. 
They had, through the executive, on another occa- 
sion, (and, as was believed, with the approbation of 
the whole country,) remonstrated against outrages 
similar, but even less inhuman than those which, 
by her new edicts and decrees, she has threatened 
to perpetrate, and of which the late inhuman mas- 
■■ere at Tabasco was but the precursor. 

The bloody and inhuman murder of Fannin and 
his companions, equaled only in savage barbarity 
>y the usages of the uatniored Indian tribes, proved 
how little oonfidenee could be placed on the most 
solemn stipulation* of her generab; while the fate of 
others who becune her captives in war — many of 
whom, no longer able to suMain the fatigues and 
privationa-of long journeys, were shot down by the 
way side, while their companions who sarvived 
were subjected to sufferings even more painful than 
death'^had leflan indelible stain on the page of civili- 
sation. The executive, with the evidence of an in- 
tention on the pert of Mexico to renew scenes so re- 

# Tolling to humanity, could do no less than renew 
' tamonstrances formerly uiged. For fulfilling duties 

so imperative Mexico has thought proper, through 

>» her accredited organs, because she haa had repre^ 

,'y tacMdtoharthe inhamanity of - sach prooeedingsj 

• ^ IP uMlolge in lasguaje unknown to the courtesy of 



diplomatic intervourse, and offensive in the highest 
d^ree to this government and people. Nor has 
she offended in this only. She haa not only violated 
existing conventions between the two countries by 
arbitrary and unjust decrees against our trade and 
intercourse, but withholds instalments of debt due 
to our citizens, which she solemnir pledged 
herself to pay, under circumstances whidi are fully 
explained by tJie accompanying letter from Mr. 
Gieen, our secretary of legation. And when our 
minister has invited the attention of her government 
to Wrongs committed by her local authorities not 
only on the property, but on the persons, of our fel- 
low-citizens engaged in prosecuting fair and honest 
pursuits, she has added insult to injury, by not even 
deigning, for months hither, to return an answer to 
his representations. Still' further to manifest her 
unfriendly feelings' towards the United States, she 
has issued decrees expelling from some of her prov- 
inces American citizens engaged in the peaceful 
pursuits of life, and now denies to those of our citi- 
zens prosecuting the whale fishery on the north- 
west coast of the Pacific the privilege which has, 
through all time heretofore, been accorded to them of 
exchanging goods of a small amount in value, at her 
ports in California, fbr supplies indispensable to their 
health and comfort. 

Nor will it escape the observation of Congress, 
that, in conducting a correspondence with a minister 
of the United States, who cannot and does not know 
any distinction between the geographical aections 
of the Union, charges wholly unfounded ve made 
against particular States, and an appeal to others for 
aid and protection against supposed wrongs. 

In this same connection, sectional prejudices are 
attempted to be excited, and the hazardous and un- 
pardonable effort is made to foment divisions 
amongst the States of the Union, and thereby em- 
bitter their peace. Mexico has still to learn, that, 
however freely we may indulge in discussion among 
tfuraelvrs, the American people will tolerate no intei^ 
ference in their domestic affairs by any foreign gov- 
ernment; and in all that concerns the constitutional 
guaranties and the national honor, the people of the 
United States have but one mind and one heart. 

The subject of annexation addresses itself, most 
fortunately, to every portion of the Union. The 
executive would have been unmindful Of its 
highest obligations if it could have adopted a course 
of policy dictated by sectional interests and local 
fMings. On the contrary, it was because the ques- 
tion Was neither local nor seclional, but made its 
appeal to the interests of the whole Union, and of 
every State in the Union, that the negotiation, and 
fioedly the treaty of annexation, was entered into; 
and it has afforded me no ordinary pleasure to pei^ 
ceive, that, so fitr as demonstrations nave been made 
upon it by the people, they have proceeded from all 
portions of the Union. Mexico may seek to 
excite divisions amongst us, by uttering un- 
just denunciations against particular States; 
but when she comes to know that the invi- 
tations addressed to our fellow-citizens by Spain, 
and afterwards by herself, to settle Texas, were ac- 
cepted by emigrants from all the States; and when, 
in eddition to this, she refreshes her recollection 
with the fact that the first effort which was made to 
acquire Texas was during the administration of a 
distinguished citizen from an eastern Sta{e, which 
was afterwards renewed under the auspices of a 
President from the southwest, she will awake to a 
knowledge of the futility of her present purpose of 
sowing dissensions among us, or producing distrao 
lion in our councils by attacks either on porticular 
States, or on persons who are now in the retirement 
of private life. Considering the appeal which she 
now makes to eminent citizens by name, can she 
hope to escape censure fbr having ascribed to them, 
as well as to others, a design (as she pretends now 
for the first time revealed) of having originated ne- 
gotiations to despoil her, by duplicity and falsehood, 
of a portion of her territory? The opinion then, as 
now, prevailed with the executive, that the imnexa- 
tioa of Texas to the Union was a matter of vast 
importance. In order to acquire that territory be- 
fore it had assumed a position among the independ- 
ent powers of the earth, propositions were made to 
Mexico for a cession of it to tne United States. Mex- 
ico saw in these proceedings, at the time, no cause 
of complaint She is now, when simply reminded 
of them, awakened to the knowlege of the fhct, 
which she, through her Secretary of Slate, promul- 
gates to the whole world as tree, that those negotia- 
tions were feimded in deception and fUaehood, and 
■iqMniiduced by unjuat and iniqaitooa motirea. 



While Texas was a. dependency of Mexico, the 
United States opened nmtiatioos with the latter 
{Mwer for the eeasien of her then acknowledged tar> 
ritory; and now that Texas is independent of Mex- 
ico, and ha* maintained a separate existence for 
nine years — during which time she has been re- 
ceived into the family of nations, and is rep r ea entad 
by accredited ambassadors at many of the principal 
courts of Europe — and when it has become obvioua 
to the whole world that abe is forever lost to Mexi- 
co, the United States is charged with deception and 
falsehood in all relating to the past, and condemna- 
tory accusations are made against States which bare 
had no special agency in the matter, because the 
executive of the whole Union has negotiated with 
free and independent Texas upon a matter vitally 
important to the interests of both countries. And 
after nine years of unavailing war, Mexico uovr an- 
nounces her mtentioo, through her Secretary of 
Foreign Affiiirs, never to consent to the independ- 
ence of Texas, or to abandon the'effort to recon- 
quer that republic She thus annotince* a perpet- 
ual claim, which, at the end of a century, will fui^ 
nish her as plausible a ground for discontent against 
any nation which, at the end of that time, may en- 
ter into a treaty with Texas, as she possesses at this 
moment against the United States. The lapae of 
time can add nothing to her title to independence. 

A course of conduct such as has been described 
on the part of Mexico, in violation of all friendly 
feeling and of the courtesy which should character- 
ize the intercourse between the nations of the earth, 
might well justify the United States in a resort to 
any measures to vindicate their national honor; but 
actuated by a sincere desire to preserve the eeoeral 
peace, and in riew of the present condition of Mex- 
ico, the executive, resting upon it* integrity and not 
fearing but that the judgment of the world will duly 
appreciate its motives, abstains from leoommendinc 
to Congress a resort to measures of redreas, and 
contents itself with reurging upon that body prompt 
and immediate action on the subject of annexation. 
By adopting that measure, the tinited States will be 
in the exercise of an undoubted right; and if Mex- 
ico, not regarding their forbearance, shall aggraTate 
the injustice of her conduct by a declaration of war, 
against them, upon her head will rest all the reapon- 
siuility. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washikctov, December 18th, 1844. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL moved that the meaaage 
just read, and the accompanying documents, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and |>e 
printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

THE rUBLIC LAND BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON remwed his motion to m into 
Committee of the Wholi on the state of the Union; 
which was agreed to — the vote in the afilnnative be- 
ing 85, token by Messrs. Habalioh and QaixirxLi. 
as tellers. 

Mr. C. JoBNioN took the chair. 
' Mr. DROMGOOLE then made the motion of 
which he had thrown out an intimation. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the usual practice 
was to take up the bill which was pending when 
the committee last rose, and that that must be laid 
aside before any other motion could be entertained. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to postpone the bill 
before tlie committee, being a bill to reduce and 
graduate the price of the public lands in favor of ac- 
tual settlers. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN said the gentleman from D- 
Itnois [Mr. Fickun] was entitled to the floor, and, 
unless he yielded it, the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. DaoMCOOLB] could not obtain it to make such 
a motion. 

The CHAIRMAN taid that was a correct view 
of the subject. 

Mr. FICKLIN (who was entitled to the floor 
from the last day on which this bill was considered 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union) then proceeded to address the committee. 
He said: 

Without indulging in any formal or elaborate 
apology, I will proceed at once with the discussion. 
The graduation bill, now undtr consideration, is on* 
intended for the benefit of the great agricnltuiid inie- 
rest* of the eoimtry. Thoae who cidltvate the soiL 
whether in or out of the United Slatea, ahould fieel 
a lively interest in iu passage, because it multiplies 
their chances for beu>ming landholden; and the 
people of the new States an peculiariy anxioii* tot 
th* aueeeaa of tb* mtaauie. 
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Thii bill propowa to graduate the price of the 

eublic land*, lo that such of it aa haa been in mar- 
et five yean, and remains unsold, may be reduced in 
price to the actual settler, to the sum of one dollar 
per acre; that which has been in market ten yean, 
to acTenty-five cents; that which has b^fa in market 
fifteen yean, to fifty cents; and that which has been in 
market twenty yean, to twenty-five cents per acre. 
Moat of these lands had been culled over by the peo- 
ple of other goTernments, many yean prior to the 
M>plication of our own present land system to them. 
For instance: Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan were 
taken possession of by the French in 1680, and the 
lands wer« picked by them; in 1764 the Spanish 
goTcmment was established in Upper Loiusiana, 
—the now State of Missouri; the FVench and Span- 
ish settlements commenced in Louisiana, Mlssts- 
sippi, Alabama, Florida, and some parts of Arkon- 
•aa, in the year 170O; and the policy of donations, 
head rights, and free gifts of land, alternately pre- 
vailed under the Kings of France and Spain, for the 
purpose of inducing rapid settlement of those coun- 
triea; so that, in this way, the best lands were in 
many instances seleeted and appropriated more 
than a century prior to the time when our citizens 
coald be permitted to enter them even at the old 

Erlce of |2 00 per acre. Lands, therefore, that 
ave been rejected by the Frenchman, the Span- 
iard^ and the American, for more than a century, 
(as la the ease in the vicinity of the old FVench and 
Spanish villo^,) must be presumed, at least until 
the contrary is Bhown,'lo possess but little value. 

It is a cardinal and sound principle of politictd 
eeonomy, that, in a republican government, the peo- 
ple, the masses, should, as far as possiUe, be en- 
eoanged in their laudable desires to become ownera 
of the soil. The relation of landlord and tenant is 
not &vorable to the growth or maintenance of free 
principles. The constant aim of monarchies is to 
Dttild up a landed and moneyed aristocracy; to ao- 
comalate wealth and power in the hands of the few; 
U> create distinctions and orden in society; to make 
the poor laborer the mere serf ofhis wralthy employ- 
er: and a policy precisely opposite to that should 
be adopted by as. The claim of the general govern- 
ment to the land* within the limits of the respective 
States should be extinguished aa speedily as is practi- 
cable; and sound policy requires that they should 
pass atan early day into the handaof the actual settler. 
The moment the citizen becomes a freeholder, his 
ties to bis country and ila institutions are increased. 
He has his home, his fireside, and his personal liber- 
ty and security, to protect and defend ; he is bound 
by a triple conl to the land in which he lives. 

The tenant has no permanent^ home, no fetaidde 
that he can call his own; and is subject to b« turned 
out to the pitileaa peltings of \he storsi, at the 
whim or cu>rice of a dictat«rial landlotd. Tenantry 
is unlkvotable to freedom, and should be draadad 
and shtmned in this counay. 

There is aa much, if not more, truth than poetry 
in the beautiful lines of the immortal QoMiimith, 
commencing — 

"Ui (are* the land, to haiteains ills a prey, 
When wealth tocinaalatea, and men decay; 
Pilaeea and lordi may Aoariiib, or may lade; 
A breath can make tkeai, a< a bnath hu made: 
Bot a Iwld peuaatry, tlieir oountrv's pride, 
When once deitroytd, can never be lupplied." 

The object of this government, as a matter of 
course, is not to beemne a great land speculator — 
not to oppress the farming class of community; 
because, if there \a one set of men in the world 
mote deaerrine of legislative bounties than all othera 
—one class who are punuing that course which the 
Ood of nature haa clearly pointed out as ne- 
cesaary^and proper, it is the man'who, with his own 
bands, cultivates the soil. This is the most hon- 
orable and the most independent occupation on 
earth; and yet, in this country, under our system 
of legislation, it yields a less profit than any other 
business. The commercial, the manufacturing, the 
banking, and the profeasional interests, are eac^ and 
all more protected and better paid than are the fhrra- 
uig interests; and yet there is not a ship that sails, 
a factory that operates, a banker, professional man, 
or, indeed, any other human bemg that lives and 
breathes, who is not directly dependent upon thefarm- 
er for the ve^ bread that sustains life. The great 
fanning community is the first to be thought of 
when burdens are to be borne, when tazea are to be 
paid, when battles are to be fought; and the last to 
be remembered when benefits are to be conferred. 
The manufacturer, the merchant, and the banker, 
idl— all are remembered before the farmer, when the 
"loaves and fishes" comt to b« ^Tidsd. 



This bill, then, is for the benefit of that merito- 
rious class of community so much oppressed hither- 
to by partial legislation. We an told by the hon- 
orable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] that thi<i 
bill "strikes at the value of more than a thousand 
millions of property." Suppose this to be correct, 
which I shall endeavor to show is not the case: 
shall we deny to the poor mon the facilities of ob- 
taining a home 'and of becomirur a freeholder, be- 
cause, forsooth, the wealthy landhblden will there- 
by have fewer opportunities of eictortiiig high 
prices for their lanaar Are we to legislate exda> 
sivelv for capitalists and speculators? or are we to 
legislate for the pcrnuuient good of the country.' It 
is not true, however, that cheapening the prices of 
lands in one section of country is followed, as a ne- 
cessary consequence, by a corresponding depreda- 
tion in other sections. Among many other instan- 
ces at hand, I will adduce one from my native State, 
Kentucky. In 'Fayette, Scott, Clark, Bourbon, and 
Woodfotu counties, (the very heart and choice of 
Kentucky,) land for a quarter of a century has been 
as high aa tSO, $75, and |100 per acre. The lands 
in the aouthem portion, in what is known as "Jack- 
son*s purchase," were offered for sale and sold at 
13} cents per acre— good lands too. The effect 
was not to reduce the price of lands in the neigh- 
borhood of Lexington, but the result was this: the 
very wealthy bou^t out the less wealthy former, 
ana the latter gave place to the fine blaoded stock, 
(he short-homed Durham cattle, and a certain dig- 
nitary from Malta, remarkable for his stentorian 
voice, his long ean, and his grave and sober coun- 
tenance. 

The honorable member from Ohio is probably 
the most able debater that ean be found amongst the 
opponents of this bill; and he has presented, m the 
most striking manner, the objections to it; yet 1 
think that, in his anxiety to find bugbeare, and to 
create alarm, he haa made the different parts of his 
speech inconsistent the one with the other; and in 
this way it becomes its own executioner. 

He says, if I read him aright: "Should the bill 
pass, it would not increase the population of the 
western country by a single man; nor would h se- 
cure the sale of one more acre to the government; 
but, for a time at least, would rather dimmish both." 

In another portion ofhis remarks, in speaking of 
the foul practices and the monopoly of the public 
lands in the hands of specalatora likely to grow up 
under this bill, the gentleman says: "thousand* on 
tbouaanda could be hired in New York and 
Cincinnati, and all our large cities, to make 
the oath, and then the transfer. Speculaton 
in shoals would have to pe^ twenty-five cents for 
the finest and ricbeat land in the wQrId, and seme- 
diing for the cost of swearing. In a brief period 
capital would again take this direction, as in 1836; 
aim then the land would be held up till the pro- 
tness of farms around should augment its value." 
These contradictory positions foreibly remind me 
of the celebrated suit about the kettle between two 
neighbon, on the trial of which the defendant plead- 
•d three several pleas: 1st. That the kettle was 
cracked when he got it. 3d. That it was sound 
when he returned it; and 3d. That he never got ^e 
kettle. Now, in the fint place, the gentleman ar- 
gues that this biU will not occasion the sale of a sin- 
gle acre of land; and secondly, he contends that, un- 
der this bill, speculaton wilt buy up the land and 
hold on to it, until it is enhanced in price by adja- 
cent improvements. 

His compliment to the thousands on thousands 
of affidavit-maken who, as he says, can be hired in 
the emporium of his own State and elsewhere, to 
take false oaths for the purpose of enteiing lands, 
I need not further notice, than to say ihat when such 
a troop arrived in the new Stales, they would iikeiy 
find Judge Lynch at home, ready to administer jns- 
tice to them "speedily and without delay." But, 
sir, this is all false alarm. Such a mercenary band, 
if organized, could I e much more profita- ly em- 
ployed in robbing merchants, bankers, and such 
fraudulent bankrupts as cono^aled their money and 
efifects while they "sponged out" their debts with 
an oath. Some ten yean since Congress enacted a 
law by which the actual settler was permitted to en- 
W a forty-acre tract of land for cultivation, and not 
in trust for another; which law required, as in this 
case, that an affidavit should be filed, setting forth the 
&cts. Those opposed to the new Slates raised a 
falae clamor against that law; yet it haa worked well, 
° and you never hear complainta of mal-piactice un- 
der it. The gentleman from Ohio has ;iven an iso- 
\ lated case,.(U«t of the "Black Swamp" in hi* dis- 



trict,) which was passed over for a number of Tears, 
and thpught to be irreclaimable, but which had 
since, by industry and improvement, been reclaimed, 
and sold at the government price. This case proves 
that the people in the neighborhood of the "Blade 
Swamp" were mistaken m their fint opinion, and 
that they, by improving and making it tillable, nave 
done more than they supposed they could do; but It 
fay no means proves that the finest portions of lands 
in the new States have not passed into, private 
hands. 

Another objection of the gentleman from Ohio is, 
that those who wiah to purchase land for their 
children will have to pay Al 35 per acre for it. This 
is a mere phantom of the brain; land is too plentiful, 
and money too scarce in the new States, for any dif- 
ficulty of this sort to exist. Those who have 
money can purchase land at their qwn price — for 
less than one dollar per acre; tliey can purchase 
farms in the new Slates for less money than it would 
cost to put the improvements on them. The effect 
of this bill will not be to prevent those who have 
money from purchasing on fair terms; but to multi- 
ply the chances of tl^ose who have no money, and 
of those who have but little money to procure a 
home. 

From the tenor of the remarks of the gentleman 
from Ohio, it is apparent that he has fallen into an 
egregious error, by relying solely upon the natural 
increase amon? our own people for future settle- 
ment, instead oi looking to the various quartere of 
the civilized earth for emigrants to come and unite 
with us aa one people. In the county of Effing 
ham, in Illinois, we have a most thrifly and indus- 
trious settlement of Qennans; and in the county of 
Jasper, we have* a growing and highly flourishing 
settferaent of French people, all foreignen, and 
from the neighborhood of the Rhine. Pass this 
bill, and puraue a humane and just policy towards 
foreignen, by giving them the benefit of our laws, 
and tr^ting uem as friends, and not as enemies, 
imd it will be the means of inducing thousands 
to renounce their allegiance to the " princes 
and potentates" of the Old World, and to seek 
protection under the "bright stan and broad stripes" 
of the American flag. The millions necessary to 
settle our hundreds of millions of acres of public 
lands must come from abroad; otherwise, at the end 
of a thousand yean, under our present system, th« 
government wouldyet remain the owner of a large 
quantity of land. There are now about one hundred 
and fifty millions of acres of unsold lands within the 
limits of the new States; superadd to this the vast 
qoantitieain Florida, Iowa, and Wisconsin, and 
tKat portion of country lying between Missouri and 
the Rocky mountains, together with the part of . 
Oregon to which our title is not disputed, and you 
have a vast and almost boondtese territory, which 
requires the wisdom and forecast of the statesman 
to have the lands settled and occupied, rather than 
the mean views of tlie miser to keep them hoarded 
up in the hands of the government. 

The gentleman from Ohio thinks that the pro- 
digious sales of lands in 1635-6-7, constitute the 
true cause of the cheapness of the staple products of 
the new States. Nothing can be more erroneoiu. 
Those entries were made mainly for speculation. 
The Boston land company, the Illinois land com- 
pany, and various other companies and corporations, 
went largely into the business; many of them have 
since broken; some have offered their lands at thirty 
cents per acre; and but a very small quantity indeed 
of the land has gone into the hands of the cultivator 
of the soil. 

No, sir; our produce is depressed in price by that 
tariff whifh maKe.i loid.i of those who control the 
loom and the s;)innir>»-jenny, and slaves of those 
who wield the hoe and guide the plough. It is one 
of thejrrcvecsible laws of trade that one nation will 
not, and cannot long purchase the products of anoth- 
er, unless she purchases in return. Barter and ex- 
change of commodities are the very life-blood of 
commerce between nations. 

Having, as 1 trust, rhown in their true light tome 
of the sophistries and inconsistencies of the very in- 
telligent gentleman from Ohio, I cannot forbear be- 
stowing a passing notice upon the honorable gentlo- 
man from Vermont, [Mr. Collimrr.] 

Some persons seem to apprehend, in the event of 
the reduction of land to 35 cents per ncie, that the 
" univeraal Yankee nation," true to the instinct of 
self-interest, will seek homes and acquire lands in 
the new States; but, sir, such is not the case. In 
the older countriesofEurope wealth has accumulated 
in the bands of the titled nobility and the bibelsd 
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atiitocraey. There, the menial lUve, like Lazarus 
of eid, ia dependent for hia lubautence upon "the 
enimM that fiUI from the rich man's table." He 
ieuiM '*io crook the pregnant hinses of the knee, 
that thrift may follow uwning;," and is doomed to 
perpetual sertitude. The former will not locate in 
a new country, because his ease and his pleasure 
we not thereby promoted; and the latter will not do 
•0 because he cannot. Such, to some extent, is be- 
eominr the case in the older Slates of our confeder- 
■ey. The line of demarcation is much more palpa- 
ble, and the distinction is much greater between the 
ileh and the poor, than it is in the new Slates. We 
could hope to draw emigration from the middling 
dasies only either in this country or in Europe. 

The honorable gentleman firon Vermont makes a 
direct appeal to the old States. I quote his words 
lilerallv, 1 believe: "But he trusted that those from 
the oldest States would prevent its passage, as they 
had heretofore done when similar bills were pro- 
posal." This appeal to the narrow prejudices of 
the older States — this effort to fan the name of sec- 
tional Jealousies— cannot enine to theirultimate ben- 
efit, as win be seen by a reference to the unparal- 
Med increase of the population of the new Stales 
within the Isst quarter of a century. 

Here permit me to adduce, as prooPon this point, 
what was said on the 15th of January, 1839, in the 
Senate of the United States, by one of its then most 
distinguished members, coming from an old and 
not from one of the new States: 

"I ihall h«giii with prrmJiiDg that I un under itrong con- 
viction, tioth from obierration sod reflection, that we liare 
siTlTod at the period when an entire revoltiifon of our land 
tTftMD, M iar s< itia appiicable to thoie Statei, ii inavoida- 
DM. Thar have, in fact, outgrown the ijttem. Since ita 
tnt adoption they have come into exittence, have paiied 
tlirough a itate of infancy, and liave now arrived at nan. 
hood. The ajratem which wai wiie and juit at flnt, ii 
neither viae nor Juat applied to them in their changed eon- 
ditlOB. 

"We have heard mucli, Mr. Fteildent, io the pretent dii- 
enaaion, about the growth oftlie new Staten; hut. ai 1 may 
Jndge from the varioua measure* propoted on the present 
oeaiaion. we have neither realized iu rapidity, nor toe una. 
voidablachangeiin ourland lyatem which muit follow in 
Itatitin. Thair wonderful growth ii, indeed, one of thoiere- 
alltiea sbnost beyond the grai p of imagination. When I go 
back twenIv.<«Teo yean, to the period when I Bnt became 
unember of the other House, and compare wliat the new 
atataa than ware, to what Ihey now are, I am loit in wonder 
sad amszemaat Their growth ii without example. There 
ia nothing lilee it in hlitory. At that lime there wai but a 
stsfls new Bute, (Ohio ) I exclude Kentncl^y, TenneiFee, 
aad Maine, ail of which liave been admitted since the adop. 
ttoa of the constitution, and limit my remarlts to those 
which have since sprung up on the public domain. 

"Ohio had then but one represenlatiTe in the other Hooia, 
JstmnlsB Morrow, an honest and senaible man, who was at 
that lima at the head of the Oommltleo on Pabiic L,anda, and 
had the confidence of tlie House so completely that his voice 
was the law of all subjects connected with them. Bo little 
intavaat did they, at that time, excite. There were'thea 
thirty-two senators in all, of whioh Ohio had, of course, 
two; that Is, the one-sixtaenth of the whole, in the electo- 
ral college she had three votes, which made her weight 
shout the one-fiftieth In that body— a weight scarcely felt 
or astimated in the political moveroanta of uie day. 

"Such, at that time, was the inlant and feeble condition of 
the new States. Since then, in a period but lilUa exceed- 
ing that allotted to a single generation, to pass over the 
attga of Ufe, how wondeilul the change ! Instead of one, u 
than, thara are now nine new States; and in the piece of 
two senators in thirty-two, w« now have eighteen in Sliy- 
Iwo: malting, instead of one-sixteenth, more than a third of 
the whole; and already three territories, Florida, Wisconsin, 
and lojva, are struggling for admission. When admitted, 
wkloh must be shortly, there will* then be twelve hew 
Stata*. with twenty-four senators in fifly-aix, which will in- 
oreaaa their relatlva weight in this body to tbree-seveutha 
of the whole. 

"But aa wonderful as has been the Increase in this body. 
It will he stUI more so, after the next census, in the other. 
It will betaken next rear, and a new appointment of the 
roambera will be made under the constitution; when, in. 
ttaad of a single member, being less than one in a hundred, 
aa waa the rase twenty-savan years ago, the representation 
of the new States will then stand to the old, at least as foi^ 
t]^ sixty, or two-fifths of the whole, as calculated by a 
Mend &miliar with the subject, and in whose accuracy 1 
have entire confidence. The new States having, as they 
will then, three-teveoths in this, and two-fifths in the other 
Houaa, wiU,*oreoone, have a relative weight in the electo- 
ral eoUege, or the aama thing in a choice of a President, 
compounded of the two, that is, five-tweUlhs of the whole. 
So much for the past 

"Nowifweturatotheftttnre. we shall find the canse of 
this amazing growth so far from being exhausted or weak- 
ened, is actinc with increased force, and urging forward 
the growth of those States with accelerated, instead of a de- 
craasing velocityi so much so, that the past changes in the 
last twanty-seven years will appear as notiUng, compared 
with what will take place in the next twenty^even, unless 
•osMiUBtoraaeen occnnaoce should intervene to retard their 
prograaa. Ifmy memory serve me, our population, twen- 
iy-saven yean ago, waa about seven miUiona; and our an- 
nual Increase thaa-that is. the azceas ofblrths over deaths, 
including emigiation— about two hundred thousand, estimat- 
ing ourgrowth at three per cent, compound. Since then, 
our population has increased not less than nine millions, 
/naklsftlw present probably about sixteen; which, on the 



same data, will make our annual increase at this tisne but 
Uttls abort of half a million; tha gnaterput of which will 
find their bom^ in tka new Statea- 

"I will not enter into a minute calculation as to the it- 
tects of this great increase on the relative weight of the 
new and old states at the next succeeding census, in ISM. 
It la sulBcient to say, that it will give a decided majority to 
the former, both ia tha House M Bepresantatives and In 
the electoral college, and, of course, in the government; 
and thus, in Ike short space of one genetation and a half, 
the aeeptie of political power, aa between the oU aad new 
ttatea, will have passed bom tlw fii 



tlw former to the latter. 
'.Vow, with these unquestionable results before us, I 
ask, not whether it would he wise to continue the old srs- 
t«m;no^sir! afar bolder question, will it be practicable? 
And if not piaeticable, would it be wise to atniggle to con- 
tinue it, till overthrown by the force of unavoidaUe and ine- 
sistibla causes? I aak, woatwouU be the effects of such a 
struggle I Would it not be to excite. In the first tautaace, 
animosity and discoid between the old and new States, 
aad, in tha^nd, to overthrow tha entire land system, with 
the certain loss, ultimately, of the public -domain? I shall 
not, OB Ihia occaaion, attempt a formal discussion of these 

Kliita. I propose, in order to illustrate, simply to show 
w vain and dangerous would be the ettempt to bold on to 
the present system, under these great aad growing cliangea, 
by tiacing Itn operatiou under a single aspoct, its beanng 
on the presidential question." 

The truth is presented in a most striking light in 
the foregoing remarks of that ilhutnous stateaman, 
[Mr. Calhoun;] and he proves most clearly that the 
imperious necessity exists of extinguishing the fed- 
eral title to the lands in the new States in a fair and 
equitable manner. Not being wedded to any par- 
ticular plan, with me, graduation, cession, or grants 
and donations to actoal settlers, would either oe ac- 
ceptable; but that something must be done, and that 
quickly, is as erident as die shining of the son at 
noonday. On this subject there is mit one opinion 
in the new States. They now constitute one-third 
of the people of this nation. Whig and democrat, 
forgetting former differences, will unite like brothers 
in one common cause on this great question. You 
may defeat us now, but the war will be renewed 
from year to year, new armies will eonslaally be 
comine to our aid. "The sceptre is fast departing*' 
from the E^t; the march of empire is westwara. 
A few years more, and the weight of population 
will be west of the mountains. The Uod of the 
universe bu decreed it, and it is vain and nugatory 
for impotent man to resist. 

With a seeming kind and patronizing air, ws are 
told by the honorable gentleman Aat this biH would 
not redound to the benefit of the people of the new 
Slates and Territories. The answer to that assump- 
tion is this: that these Slates aixl Territories have, 
through tlieir legialatures, memorialized Cotigrass in 
favor of the provisions of this bill. The ease stands 
thus: the people of eight States and three Territo- 
ries think one way on this question; and the two 
honorable gentlemen ftom Vermont and Ohio think 
a different way; and It i« a grave queation for the 
Hoase to determine as to which, side is most likely 
to be right. 

The honorable eentlemen contend that these lands 
should not be reduced in price, because they are 
Worth, and will ultimately command, f 1 25 per acre. 
By the joint aid of specific duties, and a horizontal 
tariff, they levy the same price on each acre of land; 
whether rich or poor, arable or sterile, swamp or 
plain, upland or lowland, mountain or valley, prai- 
re or woodland, all kinds are grouped togelner and 
sold, or rather offered to be sold, at one inexorable 
price. Suppose that the honorable gentlemen should 
collect toother, indiscriminately, one hundred horses, 
large and small, old and young, halt and blind, 
sound and unsound: would they have the folly to 
ask purchasers the same price for a good or attad 
horse? Surely not. 

There is quite as much difference in the quality 
and relative value of different tracts of land as there 
IS in the quality and value of diflferent horses; and 
like discnmination should be made in the side of 
each. 

Why, sir, there is "the grand prairie," extending 
firom Laike Michigan to the Rocky mountains, with 
skirts of timber at intervals, a large portion of which 
could not be sold at the present price in the lifis 
time of the gentlemen, if tliey ahould live to the 
gtiod old age of Methusaleh. 

Unless the government shall grant head rights, 
settlement rightSj or donations of some kind, these 
prairies, with their gorgeous growth offlowers, their 
green carpeting, their lovely lawns and gentle 
slopes, will for centuries continue to be the home of 
the "wild deer and wolf;" their stilUiess wiU be 
undisturbed by the jocund song of the farmer, and 
their deep and fertile soil unbroken by his plough- 
shsre. Somethine must be done to remedy Uiis 
evil. It is idle and senseless to continue at the pres- 



ent price soch a wide expanse of umnitigaied 
praine- 

It win be kept ia mind (hat the new States, ui>- 
like (he oM, pay tribute to the federal e;ovemnieot 
for their lanoa; and that the federal lana ofEces are 
a sort of conduit pipe that convey the bulk of the 
money from the new States to the national treas- 
tinr- 

It cammt have escaped the atteatiDn of this House, 
that the money collected from the new Stales, wheth - 
er by the oppressive tariff of 1842 or by the present 
land aystem, either of which is a species of Jt>bbery 
authorized by law, is moiniy expended in the old 
States and in this District. Many of the idle and 
profligate officers of the army and navy, who are 
migratorv in their habits, and do little else than 
wander from one fhshionable and expensive hotel 
to another, as the loafing spendthrifts of the money 
of the government^ are paid in part out of the hajA 
earnings of labor in the new States- 

We do not receive any supplies, any bounties 
or bonuses from the general government to supply 
this exhaustion. This is the great secret of the un - 
paralleled scarcity of money ^yond the mountains; 
and our people will be beggared by this system uBt 
til they nave the strength and the nerve to cruah it. 

The money derived from the saiea of lands in the 
old States did not pass into the national treasury. 
Take, for instance, the Slate of Maryland, settled 
under the auspices of Lord Baltimore; or Pennsyl- 
vania, which was originally granted to Wm. Penn; 
or any of the other States, (some of which were set- 
tled by the Dutch, some by Swedish, and others by 
English companies;) and you will find that they 
never paid the general government a copper for 
their lands, and therefore never had to endure like 
hardships with the new States. 

Regardingthepolicy of the older Slatesin disposing 
of the land within their limits, as lamps of light to 
euide Congress on this subject, let us see what has 
been their policy. Kentucky and Tennessee sold their 
land at 12} cents per acre; Maine, New York, and 
Massachusetts disposed of theirs at low prices — the 
law of Maine in 1824, reduced them to 30 cents; 
North Carolina sold hers from 5 to 10 cente; and 
Georgia gave hers without price to her people. She 
established a lottery, and presented a ticket to each 
one ofhercitlcens, who came within the rule pre- 
scribed, and then left it to the "Folu" to determine 
between them. 

Notwithstanding such has been the policy of other 
Stales, yet we are told that the good old policy of 
donations to actual settlers, pursued more or less by 
all governments, whether free or despotic, is to be 
abandoned in the new States, and that one uniform, 
horizontal, unvarying price js to be demanded for all 
lands, whether fen, bog, marsh, prairie, or fertile 
plain. 

The honorable gentleimn who have spoken asainat 
this bill, proceed on the ground that they know 
better than the people of the new States themselves, 
what is their true interest. 

On all questions depending upon book-learned 
skill, as profound jurists and statesmen, I should 
have the utmost confidence in the opinions of the 
honorable gentlemen. But, sir, upon this queation the 
opinion of one khrewd, enter|visiiig backwoods hun- 
ter, who has seen the red man in his native foreat, and 
has slept with him in his wigwam; who has met 
him fhce to face in peace and in war; who has said 
to the most daring warrior, in a spirit of bold defi- 
ance — 

"My pass In danger tiled, 

Hanga In my belt and'by my side;" 

and who has afterwardsj smoked the pipe of peace 
with him around his own cotmcil fires ; — yes, air, 
the opinion of one such man, who has lived in half- 
faced camps and real — not mock — log cabins, 
through the rigor of winter, and who has subsisted 
upon wild game, the deer, the elk, and the buffalo, 
is worth more than the vague notions of a hundred 
book-worms, speculating theorists, or members cf 
Coiieress. 

Many years ago, almost "solitary and alone," 
this ball was put in motion, by its illustrious author, 
in the other end of the Capitol; and it requires nei- 
ther a prophet nor the son of a prophet to foresee 
that it will be pressed, in one form or another, until 
the federal title is extinguished to lands lying within 
the limits of the new States. The voice of the 
people will be heard, from the interminable prairie, 
the everglades, the mountain pass, and the shores c f 
the Pacmc, crying aloud for some measure of Ihia 
sort Upon the great question of the right of emi- 
nent domain, anifof the total extinction of tha f«d!< 
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eral title to the lands within the limits of the States, 
va ahaJl find advocates in the ranks of the State- 
rights men in all parts of the Union. 

While it is yet in our power, let us, I beseech 
gentlemen, settle this vexM question upon a fair 
and equitable basis, so that we can' innte the op- 
preMod from each quarter of the globe to cnme 
among us, where he can enjoy politiral and religions 
freedom — where the doctrines of CbiisUanity can be 
taught to the pagan and the Mohammedan — and 
where the great pnhciples of equal ri^ts and of re- 
pufaUean liberty can be taught to the subject and 
serf of the autocrat, the king, and the monarch. 

I conclude, sir, in the'hopa that the opponents of 
this bill will propose such modifications as will pro- 
dace harmony and union between the conflicting in- 
tsresta. 

Mr. McDowell offned the following amend- 
ment: 

PratMtd, That sothias hrrelD contained ihtUlie to can- 
(trued as to labjact the alteniate uctioai of land reurvad 
by the United SUtea within any of the gtatei, opon any 
imprvvement therein, nor <uch ai may hereailer be ao re- 
•erred. 

Mr. McD. said that the author of the bill before 
flie committee had no objection to the amendment 
offered, and he hoped no objection would be raised 
ftom any other quarter. His object was to Bare the 
lands indicated in the amendment from the provi- 
sions of the bill, for the reason that a largo quan- 
tity-of land was so situated in his State, beloogine to 
the government, and would, from the date of iu 
Burvey, be subject to entry at the minimum rate of 
the bul; and, if made subject to entry now, would 
have a most injurious effect upon the lands granted 
to Ohio, and yet unsold, within the same vicmity. 

_ Mr. CAUSIN observed that he looked upon this 
bill in no other li^ht than that of one proposine an 
entire new change m the system of disposing of the 
public lands; and it seemed to him that the gentle- 
men of the new States treated the subject as if it 
entirely belonged to them, and as if it was uncharita* 
blein the members of the old States to interfere 
with it. They had been told by the gentleman 
from Illinois that the drain from the new States into 
the public treasury was like the tracks into the lion's 
den — all going in and none coming out; and that the 
government did everything for Uie old States, and 
nothing for the new. Now there was a singular 
difference of opinion between the gentlemsD and 
him as to the state of facts; for, from all his knowl- 
edge on the subject of this trust Amd, [the public 
huids,] it appeared to him that the government had 

Said but little regard to the old ftates, while it had 
one too much for the new. 

On the first reading ofthiv bill, it would appear 
that it was a simple graduation bill, according tlie 
number of years the lands have been in market; but 
this was not so; and he would assert it as a fact 
that could not be controverted, that it was a naked 
proposition to sell neariy all the public lands at 
twenty-five cents an acre. Had any gentleman told 
the House how many acres of the public lands 
would be liable to be purchased to-morrow at twen- 
ty-five cents per acre.' Mr. C. then referred to the 
C' lie documents to show the number of acres that 
been sOrveyed and that have been twenty years 
in the market. He then want on to argue that the 
old States had as great an interest in those lands as 
the new, since they were acquired by the common 
services and sacrifices of the old Slates in the war of 
(he levolution. He went on to contend that these 
lands were not conceded for the exclusive benefit of 
the new or western States, but for the common ben- 
efit of all; and he asserted that the use of this trust- 
fund had been capricious in the hands of iu trustees, 
everything being given to the new States and noth- 
ing to the old Slates. He had never tasted a hot- 
bed production that was well flavored; but this bill 
was calculated to produce an unnaturid growth in 
the new States; it Was offering a bribe to them to 
force their population. It was a temptation to the 
poor and industrious to abandon their present homes 
and present employments, by which they now suc- 
ceed in living, though their condition be poor, for a 
sphere and an employment for which they were not 

adapted. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH next obtained the floor, 
and, on his motion, the committee rose and reported 
progress. 

POST OFFICE BILL. 

Mr. HARDIN, frotn the Commitlee on the Boat 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to taihioe the 
lUes of postage and to prevent fraodson tte PoM 
Office Department^ which wu r«(4 twice, and com- 



mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the stale 
of ths Union, and ordered to be printed. 

RES0L17TI0RS 
On the moUon of Mr. WILLIAM WRIGHT, 
it was 

RtKlved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and they 
are hereby, inatructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation to remove the obatractiona at the 
mouth, of the raaaaio river. 

On the motion of Mr. PATERSON, it was 
Retahti, That tho Committee on MiUtary Affaiiv be in- 
(tractsd lo Inquire into the expediency of oonitructin; a 
fortification at or near the mouth of Ovaaaea river, upon 
Lalie Ontario. 

On the motion of Mr. SHEPHERD GARY, it 
was 

lUubxi, That the Committin on Military Ailalra be re- 
queatedtolnqolieiBto the expediency of authoriaing the 
oenstruotioa of a militaiy road to Fort Kent, on the river 
Bt. Joli)^ in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Secretary of War. 

PEA PATCH ISLAND. 

At the request of Mr. JOSEPH R. INOER- 
80LL, the Senate bill to •sttle the title to the Pea 
Patch island, in the river Delaware, was read twice, 
•nd referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
KXXC(n<IVB COHMUltrCATIOirS. 

The SPEAKER laid befbre the House the fol- 
lowing executive communieationa: 

A letter from the Treasury Department, in an- 
swer to a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 5th instant, furnishing estimates of the 
cost of again placing the branch mint at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, in a condition for resuming its oper- 
ations. 

A letter from the Navy Department, accompanied 
by a statement of the expenditures under the head 
of contingent expenses of the navy, as settled and 
allowed at the oflice of the 4th Auditor of the Treas- 
ury, during the year ending Septerabev 30, 1844; 
prepared in compliance with the requirements of 
the 5th section of an act approved March 3, 1809. 

A communication from the Navy Department, 
accompanied by a statement from the 4th Auditor of 
the Treasury, showing the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the navy pension fund for the year ending 
30 September, 1844, and its condition at that date. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report of the revenue marine service, 
which presents a detailed statement of the vessels 
employed, those in the course of construction, and 
estimates of the expenditures thereon. 

These communications were severally referred to 
appropriate committees, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FARM ENTER, tnm the Committee on 
Navtd Affairs, to which was referred the bill from 
the Senate entitled "An act granting a pension to 
James Duffy, reported the same without amend- 
ment, and it was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole. 
The Heuse then adjourned. 

The following notice* of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. J. E. CARY: The potition of Laura Rsddiiietoo, 

Srayins for]»ynMnt to her or the pension to wliich harnui- 
aad, John Heddington. a revolutionary aoldSer, was en- 
titled : referred to the Committee on BeToluUonaiy Fen- 
tiona. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The peUtion of Samuel Gould, that 
money paid ibr land, to which he obtained no title, be re- 
ibndea: referred to the Committee on PabUc Laada. 

By Mr. R. SMITH: The petition and papera in the oaae of 
the beiri of William Arnold, praying the right to change 
the location of a military laud warrant: reierred to the Com* 
mittea on Public Laadi. 

By Mr. MURPH If : The peUtion of Samuel Jackaon, John 
8. Wily, and othen, laigeoni and auiatant aurgeons In the 
navy of the United States, piaving that the same kind and 
degree of rank now acconied to the medical officers of 
the army, may be extended to the medical officer* of the 
nary. 

By Mr. E. J. MORRIS: Two petitions from oitixens of 
Fhiiadalphia, asking Congress ibr an appropriation ibr the 
shipping piers at PottPean, on the 'river Delawara, and for 
the erection of a light-honae on the Brandy wins shoaL 

By Mr. HOLMES: The meaieiial of the South CanUiia 
Railroad oompany, proying that they may import, free of da- 
ty.oire mile of the pipes and machinery necessary to l)e work, 
ed on the atmospheric pressure on an Inclined plane, where 
a rope is now used. 

By Mr. CATLIN; The petition of the heirs of Rev. David 
Avery, deceaaad, ibr a pmsion: : reAiredto tUe Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 



HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fmdat, December SO, 1644. 
The mioutea of yettenlay were read »nd ap- 
provet)' 



Mr. WENTWORTH asked leave to introduce 
a bill, of which he had heretofore given notice. 

Mr. VANCE objected, and suggested that the 
House should resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the private calendar— this being Friday, 
the usual day devoted to such business. 

The SPEAKER satd that motion was not in or- 
der, except by general consent. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE said there were many notices 
on the reoord of the intention of members to a4t 
leave to introduce bilto and resolutions; and he 
thought it due to those members that they should 
have an opportimity to ask the leave of which thay 
had given intimations, that sueh bills and resoluliomi 
might take their course, and be sent to oommitleeB 
for consideration. 
Mr. VANCE objected to any debate. 
Mr. DROMOOOLE then would move for leave lo 
inlroduce a joint resolution to amend die constitu- 
tion of the United States in relation to the eleetioo 
of President. 

Objection was made to the reception of that mo- 
tion. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE moved a suspension of the 
rules, for the introduction of that resohition, and 
such otheis of which notice had been given as would 
not give rise to debate. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN requested the gentleman 
from Virginia to extend his motion so as to include 
bills from committees, which many gentlemen were 
prepared to report. 

Mr. G. J. INQERSOLL wished it to be AirtiMr 
extended so as to include notices of bills and ra*i>- 
lutions to be hereafter introduced. 

Mr. VANCE inquired what rules were to be sus- 
pended, this being private-bill day. 

The SPEAKER replied that the genUeman was 
mistaken in supposing that the private calen^ was 
now in order: the regular order of business was 
the consideration of those reaohitions and other 
business which had been laid over under the rales. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Daoiv- 
goole's motion, by Messrs. Hau. and BucNOLC,a« 
tellers; when 68 voted in the affirmative, and 53 lA 
the negative. 

So the rules were not suspended, two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE then moved a suspensian of 
tlie rules, for the purpose of eoing into CommittM 
of the Whole on the state of Uie Union, with a view 
of taking up a bill on th« calendar which had hew 
there from the last sessitm. 

The vote was taken, and 73 voted in the affirma- 
tive, and 32 in the negative. 
No quorum voting — 

Tellns ware called for and ordered, and Messrs. 
Causiw and Bubke were appointed; and they re- 
ported 83 in the affirmative, and 35 in the negative. 
So the motion prevailed. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Gomp 
mittee of the Whole on die slate of the Union- 
Mr. Cavb Johnson in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the first business is or- 
der to be the bill to graduate and reduce ths price of 
the public lands in favor of actual settlers and caU> 
vaters. 

Mr. SGHENCK moved to lay aside that bill; 
but he was informed that the gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. RoBsar Smttb] was entitled to the floor, 
and tlierefoie he could not now submit such a mo- 
tion. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE appealed to the gantleman 
from Illinois to give way, so that the land bill might 
be postponed, to enable the committee to tak* up 
the bill No. Sa6, being a bill .to eslaUishan ind^ 
pendent treasury. 

Mr. R. SMITH intimated his willingness to do 
so, providing he should not lose his right to the 
floor when the land bill should again come up. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN su^est^ to the gentleman 
ftom Virginia [Mr. Dbohooole] that his motion was 
sttsoeptiUe of division. He (Mr. B.) might be 
villii^ to pos^ne the land bill and yet not desi- 
rous to lake up the independettt treasury bill so ear- 
ly in the session. He should prefer to have the first 
mII on the calendar taken up-— being a, bill to repeal 
the districtiiig section of the (oportionmentact. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH said, if the time of the 
House was to be consumed by tois wrangling abmit 
the bill to be takoi up, he should prefer to go on 
now with his remarks. 

Mr. THOftlASSON submitted that he desired, at 
the a{qm>priate lime, to submit a snbslitate for (he 
bill under considflraaoa. 
Som« eonTersation ensued, in wbisb Mc««ca, 
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PETTIT, C. J. INGEBSMJ., and WINTHROP 
took put. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia would be divided, and 
the question first taken on the postponement of the 
bill before the committee. 

Mr. DROMOOOLB aaid that was not his mo- 
lion. He mide a substantiTe motion to postpone 
the land bill for the purpose of taking up the bill 
No. 316; and if that should not prevail, any other 
gentleman might move to postpone to take up any 
other bill. 

The CHAIRMAN persisted in hia decision, and 
the question was put on the motion to postpone. 
Tellers were called for, and Messrs. OnacAH and 
QRoniBLL were appointed; and thej reported 74 in 
the affirmative and 31 in the negative — no quorum 
voting. 

fCiies of "rise and report that filct to the House."] 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired if the question of 
postponement was debatable. He wished to say a 
single word. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not'-^he 
House having decided on the question. 

The question on postponement was again taken, 
and decided in the affirmative— yeas 85, nays 30. 

THE INDEPENDENT TREASURT. 

The second division of the question, viz: on the 
motion of Mr. Dkohgoolb to take up bill No. 216, 
"to provide for the collection, safe-keepjng, tnnsfer, 
and disbursements of the public revenue," was taken 
and Kstilted— «yes 81, noes 26. No quorum 
voting— 

Mr. PETTIT moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. ADAMS. Is it not the duty of the chair- 
man to report the fact of no quorum to the House? 
I hope it will be done. 

Aner some further conversation, the .Chaiimao 
deciding, as there was evidently a quorum in the 
House, that it was not incumbent on the committee 
to rise, «mleaa upon, motion to that effect agreed 
to— 

The question was taken on the motion to rise, 
and it was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the motion to take 
up the bill No. 216. "to provide for the collection, 
safe-keeping, transler, and disbursement of the pub- 
lic revenue," was again taken, and decided in the 
affirmative — ayes 90, noes 31. 

So the committee determined that they would 
proceed with the consideration of the bill aboveroenr 
tioned. 

The Clerk commenced and proceeded with the 
reading of the bill; but before he had concluded — 

Mr. PETTIT inquired if it was not in order to 
suspend the further reading of the bill? They had 
all read it over and over for the last six years. He 
moved to suspend the further reading of the bill. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if the gentleman's 
proposition was to suspend with the general reading 
and to read by sections for amendment? If so, he 
had no objection to it. 

Mr. PETTIT replied that that was his motion. 

This proposition being agreed to by universal 
consent, the general reading was dispensed with, 
and 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by clauses. 

The 1st and 2d sections having been read, 

Mr. ADAMS rose and inquired of the gentleman 
who had reported this bill, [Mr. Dkouooolc,} 
whether the 1st section was not a copy of the sub- 
treasury law BS it had formerly existed? 

Mr. DROMGOOLE replied that the bill, as origi- 
nally enacted, provided for the preparation of these 
vaults, rooms, &c. Under that act they had been 
prepared; and this 1st section was only chtuiged so 
fiir as to direct the'4ise of them as prepared under 
the former law. 

Mr. ADAMS was prooecding to make a remark, 
when 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired what section was 
under conaideratioa' And was there a proposition 
of amendment offered? « 

The CHAIRMAN replied that the 2d section 
was under consideration. 

Mr. ADAMS. Is it not in order to move to strike 
out the 1st section? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not in or* 
d«r now, that section liaving been passed over. 

The reading of the bill was then further proceed- 
ed with. 

The 5th section having been read, providing for 
the appointment of — — officers, to be entitled "re- 
ceivers general of the public iMoney"— 



Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to fill Uie blank bv 
inserting the word "four" as the liiunber of aaid of- 
ficers. 

Which amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved also to amend the 
some by filling another blank, so as to provide for 
the location of one of said officers at St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The clause imposing a penalty on debolten be- 
ing teadj^ 

Mr. WENTWORTH inouired if it was neces- 
sary to move to strike out that clause, in order to 
make a few remarks. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WENTWORTH then moved to strike out 
the clause under consideration, and observed that he 
wished, before this law went into operation again, 
to know the number of defitullers up to the date of 
its passase, lest there should be charged upon the 
law itself transgressions committed beforehand. 
There have been a great many instances of delaica* 
tion, and several in the State of lUtnois, since thia 
law was repealed. And although the penal clause 
of the old sub-treasury law was still m force, yet 
he had heard of no cnminal prosecutions in these 
cases, although civil actions had been commenced. 
For one, he could not look upon defiUcations in any 
trivial light; and he was anxious to know the ^um- 
ber under each administration. A new admimsti»- 
tion was about to commence, and that administra- 
tion ought to bear its own sins, and no more. It 
had been said that the defalcations under the present 
administration had been small. Be it so or not, 
justice to the present and to the coming administra- 
tions requires that the fact shonU be known. He had 
made these remarks merely as prefatory to a res- 
olution calling for information%ipon this subject. To 
make them at the time of offering the resolution, 
misht be out of order. Hence he made them now, 
as he believed that so long as the penal clause stood 
in full force, its provisions shoiud be carried out. 
If the democratic party was strongly committed in 
favor of any one thing, it was in ftvor of 
the safe-keeping and disbursing of the public 
moneys. Thus committed, he was, before the new 
administration commenced, for obtaining the num- 
ber and amount of all the present defalcations. 
This fiivor ought not to be denied to President 
Polk. 

Mr. W. closed by stating that, in a few days, he 
would submit a resolution to thu purpose, and ha 
hoped no obstacle from any quarter would arise 
to Its adoption, as it would prevent much dispute 
hereafter. The number of defalcations was the 
great argument against the independent treasury 
system. The people had a right to know whether, 
with or without that system, the number was the 
greatest He hoped his resolution would exhibit 
ttiis fact. Mr. W; concluded by withdrawing his 
motion. 

On motion by Mr. DROMGOOLE, some amend- 
ments were then made. 

The clause respecting the salaries of receiven 
coming up— 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL moved to amend it, 
by increasing the additioiul pay allowed by the Uli 
to the treasurer of the mint at Philadelphia from 
$500 to $1,000; and. 

After some remarks from Messrs. DROMGOOLE 
and INGERSOLL, 

The question wa^ put on the motion, and it was 
rejected. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the committee 
rise, and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the firat sec- 
tion .of the bill, as follows: 

Bf U tnactti bu the Senmte and Ilovte of RrpnttniMiit'et o/tkt 
United State* of ^imerica in Congreea atttmbUd, That the 
roomi prepered anil provided in the new traasnry ballding 
at the leat of goTennnent for the uie of the Treasurer of the 
Uaitad Statei, hia aaiistanta and clerlu, and occupied hy 
them, and aba the fire proof vanlu aad §«&• erected in faid 
rooma, >br tlie Iceeping of p<il>lic moners in the pomeaaion 
and under the Immediate control of said Treaanier, and here- 
by conatltated and declared to lie the treasury of the United 
8tate>; aifd the said Tmaarer of the tJnited Statei iball 
keep all the pnbllc inoncyt which shall come to his hands 
{n the trrasBry of the United States, as hereby constitated, 
until the same shall be drawn therefrom accoiyling to law. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE contended that, the motion 
was out of order, inasmuch as it was equivalent to 
a motion to reject the bill; and by the parliamentary 
law, a bill was sent to a committee to perfect its 
details, not to defeat it 

Mr. ADAMS said tlwt hia present olgsot was 



onlvtogetrid of that seetion, which Jie oonsidared 
highly objectionable. 

The CjHAIR decided that the motion wac tt, 
present out of order, the bill having been gone 
through with section by section. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked if it would ROt be 
in order to move to amend the motion of the gentle- 
man from Virginia; by adding, "and that the com- 
mittee recommend that be bill be rejected." 

The CHAIR aaid it would not be in order. 

Mr. ADAMS said that his objection to the first 
section of the bill was, thai it declared that the room 
provided in the new treasury building for the uae of 
the Xreas«rer of the United Stales waa the treasury 
of the United Slatca, and limited the treasury of the 
United States to that building. 

He went on to coi>tend that that being die treasu- 
ry, and nowhere else, no money could be expanded 
unless it had been in those particiilar safes, without 
conflicting with the constitution, one clause of which 
provided that "No money shidl be drawn /him the 
treotttry but in consequence of appropriations made 
by law." There were, by thia bill, to be a number 
of depositories in which money was to remain sub- 
ject to the drafts of the Treasurer of the United 
States for disbursement, which would never, per- 
haps, find iu way into this treasury at all. Now 
he (Mr. A.) knew not why the particular building 
mentioned in this bill should be the treasury of the 
United States, unless it were for the purpose of nul- 
lifying the provision of the constitution to which ha 
had alludea. This government has existed for up- 
wards of sixty yean; and during the whole of that 
time the treasury has been taken and understood to 
be where the money was — ^in the power of the Treas- 
urer of the United States, end at his responsibility. 
He hoped this section would be stricken out. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE repUed. The gentlemaii 
from Maasaofausetts had made this objection on a 

Srevioua occasion, and it was held not to be good 
ten; and he believed it would be held not to be 
good now. But a complete answer to the objection 
was found in the 11th section of this bill, which was 
in these words: 

See. 1 1. Jt»d he itfiinkar eMotttt, That the moneya in the 
hands, care, and costody of any of the depesitoriea consti- 
tated by this act, shall be considered andheld as deposited 
to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, and 
shall be at ell tinea aal)Ject to Us dnit, whether niade for 



tiassfer or disbursement, is the same manner as though the 

leposllarr shall make returns 
Tteasory and Poet OBoa Departments oi all monays re- 



states; aad each deposnary shall make returns to the 



eeivad and paid by him, at snch times, and in such lonD, as 
shall be directed by the Secretary of the Treaaoty or the 



said moneya were actually In the treasury of the United 
'eposnar; 

oa 

lm,i 
Ibyi 
Postmaster Oenern. 

The gentleman would see, then, that provision 
was made to meat the objection which he had raised 
— by which it waa provided that the money in the 
depositories was subject to the drafts of the Treas- 
urer, in the same manner as if it was in the treasury 
of the United States. The money in the depositories 
was as much in the treasury of the United States, 
under the construction of this section, as the money 
in the particulu building here designated; and no 
part of It could be paid out, but in consequence of 
appropriations made by law. This bill was full of 
gtiards and checks to prevent an improper appropri- 
ation of the public money. But where were the 
cores and the scruples of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, and the party with which he acted, 
when they placed the public money in banks with- 
out the operation of law, and made it subject, in 
like manner, to transfers from one part of the coun- 
try to another. If there were anything in the ob- 
jection of the gentleman from Masmdiusatts, how 
did it sink into insignificance in comparison with 
those objections which presented themselves to the 
existing system, which had been brought about by 
the hasty and inconsiderate repeal of the sub-tseas- 
tury acl^which repeal had left the treasury of the 
country, in the language of the great embodiment of 
whigery, "in a lawless condition." The passage of 
thislnll would prevent the treasury being any tong- 
er "in a lawless condition:" it would put the public 
money in better and safer custody; and this was the 
desire of the people, who had decided in fiivor of 
thia system, on tne great issue being made between 
it and a bank of the United States. If, then, the 
re-establishment of a national bank be an "obsolete 
idea," he appetJed to gentlemen if they would not 
put the treasury in a better condition than it was in 
now, in consequence of their hastv repeal of the 
sub-treasury act, by the passage of this bill— their 
own scheme b«ng hopeless. Xhen waa now no 
law to laatndn the arbitrary will ot the President of 
the United Staiea in the removal of the public d«- 
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pomtea, and the placing of them in auch depoaito- 
riea aahepleaied — ^whether of inreaponeiblecorporei- 
ttona oi of individuala. Milliona were now thus re- 
mored firom one pert of the country to anothtr, by 
the mere dictum of the executive, who had made an 
intimation in hia annual communication to Congresa 
that the favor of theae depoaitea would be Uiken 
away, when the conduct of the depoaitariea waa not 
•uch aa he ahould approve. He had hoped that, 
under eziating circumatancea, the eentlemen in op- 
position would have allowed thia bill to paaa with aa 
little debate aa they permitted their haaty repeal bill 
H be enacted into a law. 

Mr. BARNARD confeaaed that he waa aaton- 
idled by the remarka of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. The gentleman was a lawyer, and waa ce^ 
tainly able to understand the plain and intelligible 
argument of the gentleman from Maaaaohuaetta. 
And what waa ill Why, the gentleman from Mat- 
■acbuaetta raiaed the grave objection to this bill, that 
it proposed by law to repeal a provision of the con- 
ttitution. Aud bow had the gentleman from Vir- 
ciniamec iti The gentleman frqm Masaachuaetta 
had told them that, by thia biD, it was propoaed to 
make aparticular building in thia city the treaaury 
of the United Slatea, while, at the aame time, it waa 
propoaed to de[x>aite the public moneya all over the 
country, which the gentleman from Virginia told 
them were to be deposited to the credit of die Treas- 
urer of the United States; while the treasury, by thia 
bin, wa* a particular building. And this waa the 
logic with which the grave objection of the gentle- 
Man from Masaachuaetta was met. He asked the 
gentleman from Virginia, and every other gentle- 
man on this floor, if the objection of the genSeman 
from Maaaachuaetts waa not a weighty one? If it 
wa» not true, oi» the very face of the bill, that they 
propoaed to have large auma of money depoaited 
from time to time in varioua placea in thisr country, 
which, in the terma of the bill, are not the treaaury 
of the United Stales- What then became of the 
terma of the constitution, which required that no 
mon^ ahould be drawn out of the treaaury 
but by the operation of law.' Suppose it 
ahould _ ao_ happen that, in the process of 
corruption in thu country — and there was no man 
of the present day that did not know that this coun- 
try was progreaaing faater in corruption than in 
anything elae. Suppoae, in the progress of this 
country, they bad a chief magistrate who, for hia 
own purpose, or the purpoeea of. a party, laid hia 
hand on aome portion of the public money in one 
of theae depoaltoriea, without authority of law: 
could they impeach him? He wpuld perbapa ap- 
peal to hia good motive, and they ^uld not impeach 
him for a violation of the constitution; for he would 
have taken money which never had been in the 
ireaaury at all. Here, then, waa a aug^tion made 
by the gentleman from Maaaachuaetta in^ood failh, 
not to the paaaage of the bill, but to a parUcular sec- 
don in the bill. But they had had a lurther remark 
from the gentleman from Viigioia, the purport of 
which waa that the people had passed on thia ques- 
tion; and, lherefore,.that it did not become the gen- 
tleman from Maaaachasetta,orany other gentleman, 
to delay thia measure long enough even to strike 
out an obnoxiooa feature of the bill. The gentle- 
man aaid thia iaaoe waa preaenled in the late preai- 
dential conteat, and that the people then passed upon 
it Did (he gentleman from Virginia present this 
iaaue, either in hia State or on this floor during the 
laat aeaaioa> He (Mr. B.) thought not. Did they 
Dot an remember the history of the laat aeaaion? 
Did the gentleman from Virginia move in thia mat- 
ter Uien? He got die Committee of Ways and 
Means to introduce thia bill at an early atage of the 
ataaion, and he was afterwarda asked repeatedly 
from varioua quarters of thia Houae to call it up; 
but the gendeman from Virginia never could £nd 
time to do ao during the whole of that aeaaion. 
jLnd trtty body knew that thia sub-treasury was 
Dot one of the issues of the late election; they had 
not dared to make it an issue. They had been 
beaten upon it before, and they were afndd of being 
bntoi again; and yet the gentleman from Virginia 
•aid it waa one of the isauea paaaed upon by the^o- 
ple. Certainly he had a strong cunoaity to know 
what had been decided at the late election. What 
)na decided? Waa it the tans'? Waa it annexation? 
The aub-treasurv? He was not disposed to travel 
Mt of the reconi ; but if there waa any aubject which 
had heretofore agitated the public mmd, which had 
ben carefully kept out of view, thia waa one. 
n»n might be aactiona where the democratic por^ 
tjr had tboofht it woald do to touch the subject, but 



he would venture to aay that it waa the case in very 
kw aectiona of the country. Neverthelesa, after the 

gentleman from Virginia bad repeatedly declined to 
ring up this bill at the laat aeaaion, he now pro- 
poaed to regard it aa one of the iaauea that had al- 
leadr been paaaed upon, and that the people had de- 
cided in its favor! 

. Mr. B. concluded by expreaaing the hope that if 
thia bill did paaa, au amendment would be adopted 
to obviate this very important objection. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLi. inquired if the gentle- 
man from Masaachuaetta had moved an amendment 
to atrike out the firat aeotion of the bill? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the negaUve. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would move to atrika out 
tlie firat aection of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order, and announced that the queation waa on riaiog 
and reporting the bill. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL regretted the deciaion of 
the Chair, because it appeared to him that the ob- 
jection of the gentleman from Masaachuaetta, and 
every other objection, were all deaerving of aerioua 
conaideration. He thought there could not be two 
opiniona on the poaition, that owing to the repeal of 
the aub-lreaaury act, the public moneya for four yeara 
past had been in a very perilous condition. And 
while he would not say anything more of the issues 
made during the rpresiaential election than waa ne- 
ceaeary, yet he did believe that the public mind had 
become abundantly aatisfied before, during, and 
since the presidential election, and at ajl times, that 
the public moneys should no longer be intrusted, 
either to banking or to individual iustodiea, but 
should in aome way or other be placed in the treasu- 
ry of the United States; and he be^ed leave to call 
the attention of the House to one of the first chap- 
ten in the statute book. He had heard it said that 
it would be a very good thing, every morning after 
prayers, to have a chapter from the "Federalist" 
read; and he had no doubt it woiild be, because 
there were very many fundamental trutlia which 
eacaped every man's mind in the excitement and 
confuaion of business here. Mr. I. referred to the 
fourth aection of the act of 1789, eatabliahing the 
Treasury Department of the United States, which 
makea it "the duty of the Treasurer of tlie United 
Slatea to receive and keep the public moneya and 
disburse the aame," on conditiona therein laiddown. 
The Treaaurer of the United Statea, then, aa thia 

government waa organized, waa keeper of the pub- 
c money; and it was not until the ffret Secretary of 
the Treasury thought proper to intrust a portion of 
the public moneya to banks, that surh a thing was 
dreamed of as the public moneys being taken out 
of the hands of the treasurer. Mr. I. glanced at the 
subsequent finincial hiatory of the government, the 
deposit of the public moneya in the firet and second 
banks of the United Statea, Ac, and the controver- 
eiea that had ensued between the bankaand the eub- 
treaaury, and which, cent^iry to the opinion of 
the honorable gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Barnard,] he must say declared the 
aentiment of the people to be perfectly clear 
that the public moneys ahould no longer be placed 
either in the hands of individiuds or of banka, but 
be placed where the organic act of the department 
had placed them. Now, whether the objection of 
the gentleman from Maaaachuaetts was weU founded 
or not, he was really not prepared to say. He con- 
feaaed he felt some doubt on the subject. If it waa 
the fact, it would undoubtedly be a formidable ob- 
jection to tliia bill. He had no objection to the prin- 
ciple of this bill; on the contrary, he waa, and at all 
times had been, one of its most earnest supporters. 
That the currency of the country should be of coin, 
and that the custody of the puUic moneya should 
be in the treaaury of the United Statea, wherever 
that treaaury might be, were principles. upon which 
he did think the public mind waa abundantly aatis- • 
fied; and that no bank of the United States, no bank 
of any State, no individual anywhere, ahould be in- 
truated with theae public moneys, were priueiples on 
which he thought the public mind was abundanUy 
aatiafied. Mr. I. referred to the fact that the inati- 
tutiona upon thia aubject in France, in Belgium, in 
Holland, and everywiiere where there waa anything 
like a repreaanhiiive government, except in England, 
were founded on the aame principle a« that which 
was the fundamental principle of tl. ■ bill. And 
in Elngland, where, from varioua caiuca, th« bank 
had erown into connecdon with the government, 
everyDody who heard him knew that the prime min- 
ister waa at thia moment introducing an alteration. 



Everywhere in the world the public money was 
kept by peraons deaignated for that puipoae. 

Mr. I. referring to the objection by Mr. Aoam* 
to the bill, aaid he did not pretend to pronounce 
that it waa not well founded. Hehadriaen merely 
to say, that he hoped the utmost care would be 
taken to prevent any such liability to objections in 
any aystem which might be eatablished by law; 
and he suggested whedier aome trivial amendments 
might not be made to obviate all objectiena on thia 
acore. He tniated that, in whatever action mig;ht 
take place, there would ba incorporated no aeeuoa 
or provision of doubtful character. Hia own im- 
preaaion waa, that there had been rather more Bue 
chinery uaed in thia matter of the public moneya 
than waa neceasary; that the act of 1789, and toe 
resolution of 1816, wiUi aome litUe modifications 
or additional proviaiona to suit .the present posture 
of affaire, waa all that waa neceaaary; but he ahould 
not individually oppose u objection-to the passage 
of a well-considered, well-digested, bill of this dMr- 
acter. 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL, would offer a woid 
or two upon this bill; and he went further, as to the 
principles laid down by the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Adami,] than either that 
eentleman himself or the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Bahhako.] Mr. I. would lay it down 
aa a sound position, that every dollar lawf\dly 
paid into the hands of any body for the United States 
waa, ipto facto, in the treasury of die United States; 
and that whatever declared ouerwise, would throw 
open the door to fraud and surreptiUous conduct on 
the part of public depoaitariea, the history ef all 
fiscal agencies very aoundandy confirmed and ex- 
emplified. The consUtution of the United States 
had reference to a treaaury of the United Statea; 
and it declared that no moneya should be drawn 
from it unless in consequence of appropriations by 
law; and yet fore series of yean the nadonal legis- 
lature had deemed it proper to appropriate moneys 
which were in the hands of its receiven all over the 
country, and not those only which were deposited 
here at the seat of government. All treasury or- 
ganization waa congressional, not constitutional. It 
was true there was an outline drawn at a very eai^ 
ly day by the act of 1789; but the Ueasury of the 
United States, according to the constiUiUon, was 
thehand, the pocket, the desk, the safe, the vault, 
the chamber, or any thing el«e employed by him 
for the purpose, of^the receiver of public money' 
The moment it waa jwiid by any pubhc debtor to 
any authorized public receiver, that moment it was 
in the treaaury, in the acnsa of the constitution; and 
it could not be drawn thence but in consequence of 
appropriation by law. And therefore, as the bill 
now before the committee contained a claim of an 
immediately opposite character, he hoped the bill 
would not be reported to the House, unless, aa had 
often been done, with a recommendation that it do 
not paaa. 

But Mr. I. would occupy a moment on anothtr 
topic touched by the gentleman from Virginia. Mr. 
I. Knew of no auch lasue before the people in the 
late preaidential election aa that between a aub- 
treaaury and a bank of the United Slatea. It Was 
very true that such an issue had once been present- 
ed to them four years ago. It was then a prominent 
and a deciaive iaaue. If there waa any one aingle 
question on which the election of I8i0 could be said 
to hav« turned, it was that of this very sub-treasury 
bill. In censequenee of the result, the bill had been 
repealed. The public moneya had been suffered to 
revert to the care of the treaaurer of the United 
Statea, and no injuriona conaequencea had followed 
the change. The resort bad been either to a aeleo- 
tion of banka, or to an exchequer, or to the aub- 
treasury. Of these he apprehended the aub-treaaury 
to be the worat, the very wontacheme that ever yet 
had been devia^ for the cuatody of the naUonal 
funda, and it certainly had received die almoat 
unanimoua condemnation of the people. What hod 
been die fault of a aelecUon of banks? The fault 
did not lay in the inaecurity of their vaulta; it lay in 
the fact that they were fd banka, and not that they 
were banka. It waa enough to aay that there had 
been banka enough where ihe public money migfat 
have been kept wiUi perfect aafety; yet banka hod 
been aelected where it could not be depoaited with 
even tolerable safely. But, aa he had aaid, he knew 
of no issue presented at this last election between 
the tub-treasury and a bank of the United States. 
It was very true that, although ■" o"* "^ 'I*' ^^ 
tricts in Philadelphia the democrauc flag hod shown 
the name of Polk aa an advocate »f protecuon, it 
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was equaOy true that it contained the name of Dal- 
laa as an opponent of a bank of the United States. 
Both exhibitions were equally unfortunate; for Mr. 
Polk bad been, premuily to the election, no more a 
firiendof protection than bisfliehd Mr. Dallas had 
been an adversary of a bank of the United States. 

The issue was between a bank of the United 
States proper and a State bank bearing very improp- 
erly the same name, but being a mere emanation of 
Slate authority: vrithout the same capital, or the 
same circulation, or any of the sami resources as its 
namesake, the wonder was, not that it failed, but 
that it should have been able to stand for an hour, 
under its vast liabilities. It went out in clouds; it 
sunk in disaster, and not without disgisce; but the 
question was, was it a national institution.' It was 
not. It was not. The real Bank of the United 
States expired by its own limitation with millions in 
its vaults, and with its stock at 116 — 16 per cent, 
above par. The real issue before the people had 
been whether these two instiuitions were identical. 
A number, a very large number, and of well inform- 
ed men, believed tbem both to be the Same. Nay, 
the President of the United States himself, in hu 
Iate|fiu«well address, spoke of "the Bank of the 
United States" as having gone out in ruiii and dis- 
grace; although the report of an investigating com- 
mittee made to this House declared to be in a state 
of prosperity acd strength, and though the United 
States treasury received back its seven millions, with 
an addition (by compromise) of 15 per cent. Even 
the State bank which succeeded and bore its name 
made dividends of 4 per cent, for a long time, and 
did not at last go down until those to whom it had 
intrusted its money went down before iL 

As to the issue referred to by the gentleman from 
Viijginia, it never was made. True, the party to 
which be bdoneed had succeeded; they had tri- 
umphed completdy; there was no mistake about it; 
and now it was the duty of every good citizen 
cheerfully to submit, and to obey the behests of pa- 
triotism, by continuing to aid his country by nis 
very best abilities. I^t eentlemen look at the prop- 
osition before them, without going back to inquire 
what issues had or had not been made b^ore the 
people, and they would find that all moneys paid by 
debtors of the United States to receivers, wnerever 
they mieht be, were in the treasury, and could not 
be parted with by these officere, unless in conse- 
quence of appropriations made by law. They 
would find that the security of the treasury itseff, 
the powers of the public Amction acting uader its 
direction, and the national honor, were all thus 
maintained and insured together. 

As to the wisdom of trusting to bolts, and bare, 
and keys, which must, after all, be kept by some 
man or men, facts could be adduced which would 
teach an impressive lesson. The question was, 
whether it would be wiser and safer policy to trust 
to a host of subordinate officers, down to the very 
lowest, or to those whose long experience, tried ser- 
vices, and high and unblemished character, entitled 
them to the public confidence? Some allusion had 
been made to other countries. In countries where 
then were no banks, individuals were their own 
bankere; and they often hoarded their money in 
heaps upon the floor, in pieces of so small a denom- 
ination that, if a robber should even succeed in for- 
cing an entrance, he should be physically un ble to 
carry off an amount sufficient to ruin the proprietor: 
it was not alwas so easy to escape the ponurd of 
the midnight assassin. 

Mr. 1. here adverted to the governments of dis- 
tant countries, and espicially of China. The public 
treasuren in Canton resorted to this same plan of 
security, by placing the public treasure under locks 
and bars; and the pracuce hai been pregnant with 
riots (o bloody and appalling as to throw every 
thing into confusion; and it gave him pleasure to 
advert, in this connection, to the fact that for the 
averting pf these dangers when they had reached 
their height, that feeble government had been in- 
debted to the boldness, the promptitude, and the 
skill of American seamen. 

Mr. I. concluded by expressing his earnest hope 
that this bill would not pass; but, if pass it must, 
he trusted that a section so olijecuonable would be 
withdrawn; a section «;hich confined to any one spot 
a treasury which ought to 1* as universal and as 
wide as the existence, the credit, and the govern- 
ment Itself— which should be every where and at all 
times. 

At this point of the debate we are obliged to sus- 
pend our report, and to reserve the residue for a 
Thturepper. The House wt wjusnaHy late tor 



this stage of the session, and the time for preparing 
a detailed report was thereby necessarily curtailed. 
But as the discussion became very interesting as it 
proceeded, we shall continue a particular account of 
what was said. 

Mr. DOUGLASS observed that he had supposed 
hat this bill would have been permitted to pass in 
silence without being the occasion of bringing up a 
partisan discussion. His reasons for coming to that 
conclusion were, that the questions of the establish- 
ment of an independent treasury, and its antaconist 
measure, a national bank, had been so long before 
the American people, had been so fully presented to 
them, so' well discussed and undoratood, and so une- 
quivocally decided upon, that ha had soppteed the 
House to be ripe for a measure of this Um, without 
spending much time in the discussion of its details. 
The gentleman said that the independent treasury 
had been emphatically condemned oy the American 
people. When had it been condemned? The gen- 
tleman said that it had been condemned by the ver- 
dict of the people in 1840; but he need not 
tell the gentleman that that verdict had been set 
aside, and a new trial granted, at which a verdict had 
been rendered in favor of the independent treasury^ 
As the gentleman was a good lawyer, he hoped this 
would M satisftctory to him; and ne also hoped that, 
as a good citizen, he would acquiesce in the clearly 
expressed will of the people, andj^ the bill pass 
without furdier opposition. If it were necessary to 
prove that the will of the people had been cleariy 
expressed in favor of this measnre^he would refer 
to the congressional elections of 1839, which turned 
on that issne. He would further refer to the elec- 
tions in 1842, when there was another vcrdia in its 
favor, and lastly to the late presidential dection, 
when that verdict was confirmed. 

But the gentleman said that there were other 
questions Msides the independent treasury that 
were brought into the late canvass. Well, suppose 
there were: he would ask the gentleman if there' 
were not other questions brought into the eontjiss of 
184(V It was much easier then for gentlemen to get 
up on that floor and discuss the subject of gold 
spoons, the standing army, and n^o testimony, 
than to discuss great^ principles. Their principles 
were in a great measure concealed. They dared 
not, in IBw, bring up the question whether a na- 
tional bank, or an independent treasury, should be 
established; and, fbr the purpose of concealing their 
principles fVom the puolic eye, the whig party 
nomimited as their candidate for the vice presi- 
dency a gentleman known to be opposed to the 
establishment of a iHMonal bank. 

But the gentleman said that this isstie had not 
been presented to the people at the last election, and 
he boldly told them that the democratic party did not 
dare to present it. Did not dare? 'When, he asked, 
had the democratic party over failed to present it, or 
any of their principles, to the American peopla* or 
when hod they failed to meet that question when 
fairly brought up for discussion? As tne gentleman 
had referred to the course of the democraac party at 
the last session on this bill, and the report presented 
with it by the gentleman from 'Vitginiji, [Mr. Droh- 
GOOLE,] he would tell him that iu that very report 
the question presented to the American people was, 
whether a national bank or an independent treasury 
should be established. To show the gentleman that 
this issue was directly presented to the people, he 
would read a few passages from the concluding part 
of that report. 

Mr. D. here read the following extracts: 

"The ettablUhiuent of a oational bank hu itiU many ai^ 
dent fi-iendf and urgent advocate*. NorwithstandiJig tha 
•troogcoDftitutional obJectiouH to luch an institution— not' 
withftaading tbc calamltlooN experience of the past — not. 
witlutendiiig the popular approval of tlip veto, whicli prs- 
venled tlie recbatler of tiit la<t Unitad States Bank, and tb« 
unequiTocal concurrence of the people, recently, in the ro* 
peated vetous whicli have presented the ref iiral of such a 
corpoiation, — yet the indicaUoiis (ianuot lie mistaken, that 
tlie tthn to locotponte a bank will be. reaawad, witli in- 
crasaad parseverance, it ciroumataaeoa pennit. The com- 
mittea, therefore, have deemed K proper the mors fully to 
esplaintlie principles upon which rests the system now 
recommended— of a treaanry organixad according to the 
proriaioBs of the coostitatton, aiid wholly praseiYed tnm 
depeadence upon banks and coi poraUona of every kind. It 
need not be disguised, tliat the two great leading and com- 
I'Cting fiscal systems, not only in the view of American 
statesmen, but In tha oontemplaiion of the public mind, are 
a ttAriQAAL BANE and an inoKrenpriiT rar-ASCKT." . 

Yes, sir, said Mr. D., the report made at the hist 
session by my friend from Virginia condudes with 
the distinct declaration that the two great leading 
and competing fiscal systems, not only in the view 
of American tna(e«nten, but p the contemphition of 



the public mind, are a national bank and an ind^ 
pendent treasury. 

Did that look like concealing their princifde^ On 
the contrary, there were 5,000 copies of that report 
printed by order of the Housfe, and sent out to the 
people, telling them that the issue was between the 
mdependent treasury and a national bank. And 
again: when that issue was submitted to the people 
and canvtused before them, they had given a verdict 
against the latter, and in favor of the former. Bat 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Baknaod] told 
them that the gentleman firom Vueinia did not draw 
up his reportfor action, and that he did not press 
the bill to a passage. Why, if the gentleman hod 
called up the bill for action^ and passed it, it would 
have sabiected the majority of the House to the 
charge of^ forestalling the wishes of the people. 
Hence it was that they printed 5,000 copies of 
the report; and, after having sent it out, waited with 
deference and respect for an expression of public 
sentiment in regard to it; and now that thev had 
received the verdict of the people in its fiivor, it wss 
their duty, as representatives, to carry that verdict 
into efiect. He would remind the gentleman that, 
in 1840, the members of the whig party, coming 
ttfh fh>m the battle fidd, proclaimed that Uie meas- 
ures of the democratic party had been condemoel 
by the people, and that it was their duty to repeal 
them, and tne duty of the democratic party to sub- 
mit in sQence. Now, following the example set by 
the whig party, he wouli) call on them, as they did 
on the democrats fbur yean ago, to submit in silence 
to the will of the people, ana, as good citizens, to 
■ufiTer the bill to pass without opposition. 

Mr. CALEB 6. SMITH did not recogfaise the 
propriety of the course recommended by the gentle- 
man flom Illinois, who seemed very much dispoaed 
to dictate to the minority the course they should 
puraue. He did not acquiesce in the propriety of 
Die couree recommended by the gentleman that 
they should content themselves with a silent vote on 
the passage of the bill. He was somewhat surprised 
to hear that this old and exploded subject of the sub- 
treasury was the pivot on which the late elections 
turned, and that the people had decided in its favor. 
He 'would ask the gentleman from Illinois to point 
out when and where the issue was made on that 
question in the late contest. Why was it not passed 
at the lost session of Congress when the democratic 
party had so large a majority in the Hous^ 
Gentlemen knew that if they had passed it, their 
party would have been scattered to the four winds 
of heaven, aa they were in 1840; and therefore they 
were content to h^ this bill slumber where it wss. 
He knew that, in his own State, it never was avow- 
ed as one. of the measures of the democratic party 
in the event of Mr. Polk's election. He knew that 
when charged with an intention to establish a sub- 
treasury, the democratic party had always denied it 
But now that the elections were over, and Mr. Polk 
was elected President, gentlemen were for bringiv 
up this old exploded sub-treasury system, whicE 
they were afraid to bring forward during the con- 
test, while they daimed that the Whig party should 
submit to it in silence, because the verdict of 
the people had been rendered in its favor. He le- 
membered that some days since a gentleman con- 
tended that, because the people had elected Mr. 
Polk to the presidency, their verdict had been given 
against a high protective tariff; that they were on 
the top of Mount Pisgah, looking down upon the 
promised land of fVee trade, and were now about to 
enjoy its fruits. But on the same day imother gen- 
tleman, of the some party, also contended that the 
democracy of Pennsylvania, by the election of Mr. 
Polk, had reached the top of Mount Pisgah, and 
were looking down on the promised land of a high 
protective tariff. It seemed, therefore, that there 
were two Mount PisgrJia and two promised 
lands. Again, they had been told that the re- 
sult of the late presidential contest had decided - 
in favor of the annexation or reannexatioD of 
Texas — that is, the immediate annexation, if not 
sooner. There was a great deal of humbug in this 
country, and this was one of them. But he denied 
that the result of the late presidential contest was 
a decision of the people, either in favor of that meai- 
ure, or on the question of the toriff or sub-treasury. 
They all knew that, in 1840, the verdict of the peo- 
ple wasaeainst the nub-treasury; anH there wan n« 
evidence uiat, at the lost election, the people had de- 
cided in its fhvor. 

If the democratic party desired to revive this biD, 

I with its spede dause, so thet they might pay their 
vftee^olaen tbeir wages in the coin of die connirfi 
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wUle the people were compelled to use a circulating 
medium of lew valuer the responsibility must rest 
with them; but they had no nght to compel them 
(tbe wbi^ party) to allow it to pass in silence.. On 
this subject the people passed in 1640; and if it 
•houM now again become the law of U>e land, be 
belired they would find that a voice would come up 
to tbese haUs as powerful as that which was heard 
in 1840. 

Mr. A. KENNEDY rose, and said he had not in- 
tended to enter into this debate, nor was that the 
purpose with ^hich he had now risen: his object 
was to dear the democracy of the Stale of Indiana 
from some of the misrepresentations of his col- 
league, [Mr. C. B. Smith.] He had thought that, 
of all the States of this Union, the demoo- 
ncy of Indiana was entitled to the credit, 
if credit it were, of fighting this last battle on prin- 
ciple, and on principle alone. There was no (ques- 
tion at issue between the two parties which divide 
the country that was evaded or dodged in that sec- 
tioo of the Slate in which he residS. There was 
no democratic candidate for elector — there was no 
member of the democratic 'party now occupying or 
entitled to a seat on this noor^— there was no 
democratic speaker in Indiana that he had either 
heard or heard of— in short, there was no demo- 
crat in Indiana that at any time repudiated the ques- 
tion of the sub-treasury. There were none that 
irera not, at all times and in all places, ready to dis- 
cuss that question, as well as anjr other question, 
with any of their political competitors. So far as 
that question was concerned, he was free to 
say that it was not a leading theme of discus- 
sion in the lata contest, and tea the very best reason, 
because they could notgetthe whigs to take issue 
with them upon it. In that contest they were 
brought to the issues which involved great princi- 
ple^ for they had no man with epauletu on his 
shoalden, norone who, though he had been fruitr 
leaaly seeking, the presidency for many Tears, had 
thousands and tens of thousands singing his prai^s 
in every conceivable poetic measure, to htar their 
standard. They had for a candidate a plain, unob- 
trusive man; ana on the flag which he bore were 
plainly and inteOigibly vrritten the prindples thev 
proftased; and they tallied round their standard- 
oearer not so much for love of the man, as of the 
principles which, on his banner, wete ioscribed. 
Tms, in Indiana they did not advocate free trade as 
the whigs pretend to understand it; but they advo- 
cated the pnin, well-known democratic doctrine, as 
fiur as the tanff was concertMd, from Maine to 
the Bravo del Norte. [Laughter ].Thai doctrine was 
known to be a revenue tarifif, with such inciden- 
tal protection as such a tariff would afford. Farther 
than that they never went. On the question of the 
Currency, they were opposed to a United States 
bank, or any association of banks, into which the 
treasnre of tne nation was to be poured, and there 
frittered away by any men or set of men who might 
be behind the scenes. In Indiana they were against 
anr such "fixins." [Laughter.] They were for an 
inoependent treasury, depending more than on locks 
and keys — on^food itrong laws for their security. So 
br as annexation was concerned, they were not for 
Texas any sooner than they could get It. [Laugher.] 
His colleague, [Mr. C. B. Smith,] had said it was 
to be done "immediately, if not sooner;" but in 
Indiana they were for annexation as soon as it could 
be done, and much sooner than the^ thought it 
could bie done with the whigs kicking against it 
•0 violently as they did. They were for it when 
the people of the United States and the people of 
Texas were willing to do it, without crossing over 
to ask Santa Anna or any of his minions anything 
about iL From these positions, he assured his col- 
league the democracy of Indiana would never 
dinnk. Of "Pisgah's Mount," of which his col- 
league had spoken, he confessed he knew nothing 
■ [Laughter.] Nor should he ever attempt an asoent 
of that mount to look for the "valley of free trade" 
or the other "promised land" of which his col- 
league had so eloquently discoursed. [Renewed 
laughter.] The idea appeared to be too fUll 
of poetry for a plain man as he was, who 
was ever content with humble prose. He fear- 
ed, instead of gazing from Piaeah's top for 
"the promised land," his colleague bad been look- 
ine tip "Salt river" — [great laughter] — and that, 
it bad been whispered to him, was about as near 
"the promised land" as his colleague wasever likely to 
{et. [Renewed laughter.] Im would assure his 
eoBeaeue that in the late contest, which resulted in 

the cIpctioQ of Jwoes K. Polk, they de«lt not in 



poetry; they held out no extravagant bopes.to the 
the people of Indiana of getting to we top of 
Piaeah, or any other mount; they beguiled them not 
with visions of |3 a day and roast Iwef; [laughter;] 
but they held out to them the bleesings which oar 
institutions, properly administered, are so well cal- 
culated to secure. They^ wanted a government to 
do as little evil as possible; one which would 
preserve the peace of the community, and give 
to the industrious the prospect of enjoying the 
honest flruits of laborous toil, taking no more At>m 
the earnings of the poor man than, was sufficient to 
defray his quota of the expenses of rightly main- 
taining the government under which they lived. 
So much for both the mountain and the vale of his col- 
league. But in one thiqg his colleague and he con- 
curred. He would repeat the words of bis cojlesgue 
— "there is in this world a great deal of humbug." 
[Laughter.] Whatever might be pretended on the 
other side, there was a great deal of "humbug^' in 
saying that the people decided against the sub-treas- 
ury in 1840: nor had they decided for it m 1844. 
That was the naked truth. There were a great 
number of people who were great politicians, 
and in many other things were very learned, ' 
who knew not what the sub-treasury meant. 
He had heard of some who thought it was a 
great bank in Washington, which issued tieasury 
notes as its bank bills. [Laughter.] No, in both 
the election of 1840 and of 1844, there was mixed 
up a variety of questions, and in 1840 thev were 
beaten, beuy beaten; but m 1(H4 they had beaten 
their opponents as much as their opponents beat 
them in 1840, without deciding the sub-treasury 

2 uesUon in either issue. But there was sufficisnt to 
bow the public sentiment to be in favor of this sub- 
treasury system; and for the bill before the House 
he should vote when the {nvper time came, though 
he knew it could not get tuot^h the whig Senate at 
the other end of this CapitoL And knowing that 
nothing could be accomplished, he did not want to 
spend much time in trying to do it; he was desirous 
to economize time as well as money; but he could 
not sit still after bearing the misrepresentations of 
his colleague, or the accusation that his oonstituoils 
had dodged that or any other question. So much 
for prevalent "humbug." 

But, in conclusion, he would say a word to his 
own politioil friends. He advised them to ni en 
with the straightforward discharge of their duty, 
and he was satisfied they would not again oe 
troubled with whicery for the next half centnry. 
Whigery was dead and buried, and he caulioaM 
his friends not to gouge it up afidn. Such as re- 
mained was turned huf to nati«eism and half to ab*' 
lition, and the democracy should now administer 
the government for the good of the people. He 
entreated them, earnestly entreated them, not to al- 
low themselves to be diverted from the line of duty. 

Mr. SCHENCK next obtained the floor, and 
proceeded to address the committee, recapitulating, 
m the outset, the arguments of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Adimb,] and the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Babnakd,] with whom he 
concurred, respecting the unconstitutionality of ma- 
king a certain building in Washineton the treasury 
of the government, while they had depositaries 
elsewhere. He also objected to the proposed sub- 
treasury system because it would require specie 
payments; and he drew a picture of the transfer of 
the specie from the ports in which it might be col- 
lected, to the points at which its disbursement might 
be required by teams almost innumerable, with an 
occasional absconding sub-treasurer, A erratic in his 
course as the comet m the solar system, but not so 
certain in his return. 

There was an objection to the bill, (continued Mr. 
S.,) which it seemed to him was inevitable. The 
system which it was proposed by this bill to estab- 
lish, would either leave the money of the govern- 
ment to be exposed, without an appropriation of 
law^ in tl^ hands of those who might be its de- 
positaries; or else, in order to keep up this schema, 
they were to take it out of the treasury by appro- 
priation, first getting it there by an immensely 
greater machinery than this bill provided, by carting 
the money from the points where it was accumu- 
lated to the centre — to "the treasury" at Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. S. proceeded at length into a ^scuaaion of 
the political questions connected with the recent 
canvass, at which the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
DopGLxss,] he said, could not complain, as the 
^untlet had not been thrown down firom the whig 
aide gf t)ie IJouse} in proof of which, Mr. S, 



traced the course of the debate thus for, and the g«B> 
tlemen by whom it had been conducted. The sm^ 
treasury, it had been said by the gentlemen from 
Illinois, had been before the people and been triad 
by them; and if it had been oonoemned in 1840, a 
new trial had been granted in 1644, >^^ > different 
verdict rendered. Mr. S. contended that the lioter 
part of this proposition was not true — that the sub- 
treasury had not been declared in &Tor of by the 
people at the late election — not having been brought 
directly before the people, but mixed up and cov- 
ered with various other issues, of which he entered 
into a protracted discursive eiounination, and into 
a general arrai^ment of the course of the demo- 
cratic party during the late canvass, for diversities 
and contrarilies of tenets in the different pottiona of 
the Union — for vagueness and indiatinetneas of 
doctrines laid down, patticulariy in the resolutions 
ol the Baltimore convention — for a failure, in ac- 
cordance with the expectations held out by that 
convention, to prepare an address to the people of 
the United States defining the docttinesof their 
creed, &c, &o. HedeniM,on the contrary, ^ 
charge that the whigs had been route, or had hm- 
itated to declare their opinions; and maintained, if 
that charge was to be laid upon either party, it must 
be upon their (^iponents. He allegM that doubts 
had rested upon the minds of the inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania in refisrence to Mr. Polk's opinions 
on the subject of a tariff, and that, after having writ- 
ten to him on the subject, they had failed to receive 
an answer; and for Uie truth of thisatalemant he 
appealed to the ^lleman from Pennsylvania, [Blr. 
Brodread.] 

Mr. BRODHEAD (Mr.Sj^ielding the floor) said 
he betieved some whigs in Pennsylvania had been 
teasing Mr. Polk by writing letters to hira; and ho 
had acted very wisely is not replying. [Laughter.] 
Mr. B. believed he nad written one letter on the 
tariff, and that was eneugh for James K.Polk to 
write. 

Mr. SCHENCK further urged that the suih 
porters of Mr. Polk in different sections of the 
Union had claimed him both for and against 
a' protective tariff, and that he had been 
"mum" upon the subject — a sin of which the 
democratic party bad been so loud in charg- 
ing Gen. Harrison, while, with reftrence to 
Mr. Clay, they had changed their objections, and 
charged that be had writjen too many letters ex- 
preainve of his opinions. There had been no prinoi- 

Sle decided at the late contest, he contended; but 
le single issue "democracy" had been the 
mere party watchword— an issue with more diffl- 
culty contended against, because it was indicative of 
no principle whatever, but under which fhctiona of 
all opinions, however opposed, whether upon the 
<|uesl4on of Texas, of the tariff, or any of the great 
issues before the people, might rally and had rallied 
in harmony. . 

After some further remarks firom Mr. S. in itfud 
to the issues presented in the late contest- 
Mr. YANCEY obtained the floor; butyielded it to 
Mr. DROMGOOLE, who offered a resolution to 
terminate det>ate on the bill to-morrow at 3 o'clock. 
Mr. A. V. BROWN asked leave to report a bill 
from the Committee on Territories, but it was ob* 
jected to as out of order. 
The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions piesenlsd t^ 
day, were banded to the reporter by the membon 
presenting them: 

By Mr. H. HAMLIN: The petition of Dtniel Wsnea tad 
4» oihen, for the erection of* Ugbt-houw at the entiaaee of 
OUkcyl biriwr, Malae. . . 

Bv Mr. 8TEENKO0: Documento, atatiftioi, uajHoef, 
to iiutain the application for > maiino hotpittl at WdmI. 
imr. Vlnioia: lanmd ta the Committee oa CoBtteice. 

By MrTBARRINOER: Tb« potiUoo of Hemry Caadw, C. 
L. Hunter, and 163 oth«r cltiiciu of Uncoln connty, Nona 
Carollns, in liiTor of rebuilding the branch mint st Cbsi^ 
lotl«, North CaroUnfc Th* »««»««<»1 .»' ">• «™5*J"''7 •• 
the county court of Lincoln countr. North Cux>uga,etlls 
December term. IMi, is fkvor of tiis ame object: ttttmi 
to the Committee of Wart and Meanj. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petit jon of Dsirfel BaUgr 
aa4 others, that Coane* wiU abolish slavery in ttw Ui. 
tiielofCoHuabiaandflpiMs. 

By Mr. I. E. MORSE: The petition of the Red river Rail- 
nad Company, pnyins for allowance of diawbeck on ett- 
tahmikmd&onUdonialdTead: referred MiheCoamH. 
lee on Commeice. .,.._, ... j 

By Mr. OWEN: The aemorial of H. P. Cauelbeny and 
tiothen; the memorial of ThonM F. Bethel and M oth- 
en; the memorial of Stephen Chlld» and » other»j the ne- 
morial of A. B. Miller and 44 othen: the memoitel ff Ci«*- 
4m waUaMantM ethsn; aU mafias a Jtiant of lead; to 
aid In the completion of the Wibadi sad &ie cuali aa «f 
wUeh wen i^hited to the C«s»(ttte OB mbUoLaijli. 
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By Mr. C. M. READ: The petition of J. L. Khaberly k 
' Co , and 110 eommlHion merdiinta ud (Upownan of Um 
aity of BollUo, ukloc Confreu to make u approBriation 
l>r impiOTiiig the harbor or Manitowoe, on Lake Michigan. 
The petition of Joy and Welxter, and other ihipownera of 
Raw York, praying CongreH to enart taeh lawt ai will 
praTtnt Canadian •taamlwatf traneporting paaeangen coa<^ 
wiiaa on tba Amerleaa ahore of Lake Erie. 

By Mr. ISAAe £■ MORSE: Tba petition of Ed. J. Heard, 
of tie pariah of St Martin. State of Louialana, piaying to be 
allowed to parehaae a fraction' of groTemmant land for the 
i«aaouaet»rlh in hli petition: tvfonadto tfaeCommlttea 
•a Prinle Land Claima. The petition of a large number of 
eWxena of the parith of Union, in Loultiana, and of the' 
cOooty of Union, in the Slate of Arkanaai, praying for the 
eatabuahmeBt of a post road from Farmervrille, pariih of 
Union, Louiaiana, to Eldorado, in tba county of Union, Ai^ 
kanaaa; referred to tha Coamittec on the Po«t OOoe and 
Put Roadf. Tha petitioa of a large number of oiti- 
' zena of thapadih of Da Boto, praying fbr the eitabliih- 
ment of a j>Mt offlce atthe town ofManraeld, in the abare 
Mriih: referred to the Coauniltea on the Poat Oticaand 
Foat Roadti 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition for a mail route 
Arom JaneaTllle, Rock county, WiKoniin, to Belridara, 
Boon county, lUinoii , ria Waterloo, northweit comer of 
aeetien Sre, towothip forty-iix north, and piacinct: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Poit OlHce and Poit 
Roada. 

By Mr. J. MORRIS: The petition of Joaiah Dillon, pray- 

lactorthe repayment of money fnmiahed by him for the 

' naa of the Uiilted Statea army, dorins the latee war, ai aa- 

ajatant deputy quartermaater general: referred to the Com- 

■Uttea on Clalma. 

By Mr. CATLIN: Additional eridenea in tha caie 
of the hein of Rererend David Arery, deoeaaad, praying 
for a penaion: lefinradtothe Committee on RaTOlutionary 
Penaiona. 

By 'Mr. MeCAUSLEN: The petition of Joieph Coble, and 
tt othen, citlaeni of Carroll county, Ohio, praying for a 
iMoctionofthe price of public landa, and a reatriction of 
the quantity entered by any one penon: referred to tba 
Committee of the Whole on the itate of the Union. 



HOUSSOP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satvioat, I>eo«mb«r91, 1844. 

Mr. TucKBB of MiMuaippi, and Mr. BcLaBB of 
Akbama, appeared in the Houae to-ixy and took 
ibeirMata. 

Mr. RAMSAY asked the Houae to indulge Urn 
irith taking up and acting on the resolution sub- 
mitted a few days since by nint, relative to the print- 
ing extra copies of the report of Professor Johnson 
00 the varioiu kinds of coal and their adaptation to 
the generation of steam. 

Mr. DSOMGOOLE made the point of order that 
the resolution oiTered by him at the adjournment lest 
evening had piticedence. 

This point of order being sustained by the 
Speaker, 

Mr. DROMOOOLE asked for (he reading ef the 
nsolution; which was aeeordin^y read as foHows: 

Bnekitt, That all debate in Committee of the Wh^ on 
the ^ate of the Union on Houae bill No. 3K, "to proride for 
the collaction, aaie-fceeping, tramfer, and diiburaementof 
the public revenue," ahall oeaae within two houra after the 
seme ahall be again taken up in committee, and tha eqa>- 
mitlae ahall then report it to the House with luoh amoui' 
■MBta aa may have been agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. D. moved the previotis question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

llie question was taken by tellers on seconding 
the demand for the previous question; and the vote 
stood, a yes 56, noes 45. No quorum voting, 

Mr. reTTlT moved that (he House adjourn. 

[Cries of "agreed, agreed." '-The yeas and 
nays, dtc,"] 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PETTIT withdrew his motion. 
. Mr. W.J. BWOWN moved that the House ad- 
JMin. The motion, however, wa> not insisted on. 

Mr. STEENROp appealed to bis colleague [Mr. 
DlkOM800i.B] to waive the resolution for a moment, 
in order to enable the resolution of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ramsbt] to be taken up. 
It was a very important resolution. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE remarked, that it was not in 
his power to comply with the request of his col- 
leMue, unless he withdrew his resolution entirely, 
•nd Ihoa suffered it to lose the precedence that it 
now bad. 

After some conversation on a point of order. 

The question was again taken on seconding the 
demand for the previous question, and was decided 
in ths affirmative — a tyiorum now having been ob- 
tained — ayes 76, noes 58. 

The main question was ordered, and being taken, 
resulted thus— «yes 76, noes 60. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SIMONS asked leave to o£br a reaohition 
calling toT infonnation. 

Mr. DBOMOOOLE objectiag, it was not if 
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THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the House 
then resolved itsdf into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Cave Johwion in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill "to 

Srovide for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and 
isbursement of the public revenue." 

The question pending was on rising and reporting 
the bill. 

Mr. YANCET was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PAYNE rose, and remarked that his col- 
league was so indisposed as to be unable to leave 
his bed this morning. • 

Mr. HUNT of New York then obtained the 
floor, expressing his regret that the gentleman from 
Alabama was prevented, from this cause, from ad- 
dressing the committee. He remarked that he would 
venture to detain the committee for a few moments 
in r^ard to the question pending before them. The 
course of the debate, he said, hM been not to estab- 
lish that this measure was called for by the inter- 
ests of the country; that it was calculated to pro- 
mote the general welfiure and prosperitv of the coun- 
try; but iSat, by the recent presidential election, the 
people had declared in favor of the restoration of the 
wdependent treasury system as the financial aystem 
of this government. It was very diflicult, fiom &e 
prculiar nature of the contest just determined, on 
what great leading measure the opinion of the peo- 
ple had been expressed; but he was sure it would 
surprise them to be told that they had declared that 
this exploded system should agam be fastened upon 
the country. 

In order to determine whether the public opinion 
were in favor of the restoration of theindepoident 
treasury, Mr. H- hoped to be indulged in abrief re- 
trospect of its history. They all remembered the 
origu of this policy a^ few years ago, when the par- 
ty were in power which had so recently obtained 
po s ses si on of the government. At the commence- 
ment of Mr. Van Buren's administration, the sub- 
treaaury had been (proposed as a new system of 
finanoe, not to relieve the diaordera of ttre currency 
of the country, but as necessary to enable the gov- 
ernment to go on and poform its flscal operations. 
When that recommendation was made, Ihat party 
was triumphant; but froiti that moment the fortunes 
of the party began to wane, and it lost the support 
of the people, until, after full discussion for years, 
in the memorable contest of 1840, the people, by 
such an overwhelming majority as had never before 
been known in a contested election, had pronounced 
an emphatic sentence upon it end upon the whole 
kindred policy. In reflitation of the position that 
llad been assumed, diat the election of 1840 was not 
•n expression of the people against the sub-treasury, 
he referred to the fact that, m New York, where 
Mr. Van Buren, at the time of his election in 1836, 
had received a majority of 15,000 or 90,0(N) votes, 
after his recommendation of this sub-treasury the 
party of which he was the head during his whole 
admmistntion never received a majority of the suf- 
frages of that State; and on this question almost 
exclusively in that State, as in the other States of 
the Union, the issue had been made. 

It was supposed, then, that this subject had been 
placed at rest by the decision of the preeidential 
election of 1640; and Mr. H. proceeded to show that 
nothing had', sinco that time, transpired to justify 
the assumption that the opinion of^ the people had 
undergone a change with reference to this question, 
citing m proof whereof tlie facts that the banking 
system was atill continued, and had been greatly ex- 
tended since the introduction of the sub-tressury, 
and more particularly since its repeal; that it still 
continued to furnish a safe and secure currency for 
the country; that n* measurca had been adopted by 
the State le^slatures in order to conform to this 
new system of finance and currency, and to enable 
themMlves to pay to the government thirty millions 
of dollars of revenue in gold and silver, &c He 
further contended, on the other hand, if anything 
bad been decided by the recent election, and the 
course of parlies in the canvass connected there- 
with, that it was a final and decisive sentence 
against the sub-treasury, as appeared from the fact 
that Mr. Van Buren, whose nsme was connected 
with this system, and who, for three years, and un- 
til after the election of the delegates to the Baltimore 
convention, had been considered by the whole par- 
ty their standard-bearer, was, by that convention, 
tnrown aside; and finding it necessary, in Jorder to 
enter the contest with any reasonable ix^ of sue- 
CMS, to golMfon the people with new measures and 



new men, a new candidate had been taken up. 
"Bhis system, even when it had been established hy 
Congrest, had been the result of executive ppvar 
and patronage, and of mere party drill; bat it bad 
never received the genuine, spontaneous support of 
thepeople of the country. 

They had been told yesterday, in debate, by_ tha 
gentleman from Indiana, that one of the _ doctrines 
on which the democracy carried the elections in In- 
diana, was that government was an evil. Nov, 
judging from the impetuous hsste with which the 
measures of the successful party are in progToai 
he feared that we should all have reason to sub- 
scribe to the soundness of that doctrine, and thsit 
the people would find that it would be carried into 
speedy and efiiectual operation by the party in tfaea*- 
cendeccy. If this system of the independent treaso- 
ry, by which the revenues df the country were to ba 
collected in gold and silver, and by which the peo{^ 
will be crippled in all their financial operations, it 
would soon be felt that government was an evil, and 
that it was carried on to harass and embarrass the 
people in all their business pursuits, and not to ib*- 
ter and cherish their interests. In the Slate from 
which he came, this system of the independent 
treasury was scarcely heard of. It was entirely 
lost sight of in the other issues that weris made; and 
the supporters of Mr. Polk everywhere showed a 
reluctance to make this issue, and shrank from it. 
IndMd they were often told that this question waa 
not to be decided by the presidential decision. With 
r^rard to principles, the successful party entered tha 
field with a sort of sliding scale of opinions, which 
were greatly diversified in different parts of the 
country. It was indeed difficult to fix on and da- 
termine what were the doctrines on which the auc- 
cessful party would stand committed. On the sub- 
ject of the tariff, different doctrines were advocated 
m different portions of the country. In Pennsylva* 
nia the democratic party represented themselves aa 
the advocates of the protective policy, and insisted 
that this interest was safer in their hands than in 
those of the whig party; and that tliey could not re- 
ly on the whigs for the protection of this great inte- 
rest. In the State of New York they were told 
that the tariff of 1843 was not perfect, and that some 
of its details must be corrected in order to make it a 
democratic measure; but it was never pretended by 
the fi^iends of Mr. Polk in that State, that they would 
break down the principle of protection and discrimi- 
nation in favor of American industry. The tariff, to 
be sure, was attacked in detail; some of the duties 
levied by it were said to be too high, and some u>o 
low; but it was never avowed by the dcmoeratic 
party that the system was to be deittroyed. The 
course which (Hat party pureued in all their diseua- 
sions on the tariff, was calculated to remind one of 
a physician in his neighborhood, who, findli^ his 
business decrease in consequence of the rivalry of 
practitionenof certain new schools of medicine, gave 
out that he had made himself acquainted with all tha 
new systems of medicines, and that he would prac- 
tice on the old system, or on one of the new, accord- 
ing to the wishes of his patients; that to those who pre- 
ferred tlie old system, he would administer medicmes 
accordinine to that school and that to those who 
preferred Uie Thomsonian system he would ad- 
minister Thomsonian medicines; while to those 
who preferred the homueopalhic school, he would ad- 
minister homceopathic doses. So it was with the dem- 
ocratic party in the late contest: they had doctrines 
on the subject of the tariff ready to suit all part of 
the country; and they were reedy to make it higher 
or lower according to the tastes of the different see. 
tions of the country to which tlieir arguments were 
addressed. Again: the candidate of the democratic 
party for governor in that State had not only voted 
for the tariff of 1849, but was ready to make the 
protective principle the Uw of the land. On the 
question of the annexation of Texas, there was also 
a great divereity of opinion among thedifferentdi- . 
visions of the democratic party. It had been pro- 
claimed there that the result of the hite late presiden- 
tial election showed that a -majority of the people 
were in favor of that measure. Now look at the 
state of facts in the State of New York. It was wdl 
known that a majority of those who carried the State 
of New York for Mr. Polk were opposed to annex- 
ation; but after it was proclaimed at the Baltimore 
convention to be one of the measures of the demo- 
cratic party, it was found necessary ts come up to it 
in order to support that party. Bat hundreds, not- 
withstanding, voted for Mr. Polk, with the reservation 
that they were opposed to the mieasure. And more 
than all this, the democratic candidate for governor 
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To(e4 aeainst the tnaty of annotation in the Senate 
of the Uniiad States. Itmight beasked, then, what 
gieat qoeation was aeltled and decided by the late 
Sfcaidential contest. What had been determined 
-oj iti 80 tu »a great important measures oflefis- 
hitiOD vers concerned, he contended that it eatab- 
Usfaed nothing. It did r.ol show that the people 
were -in faror of reducing the tariff of 1843, or 
in fitror of the annexation of Texas, or in 
ftiTor <tf this independent treasury bill). 

There was one thing, howerer, that the late elee- 
tiona did show; and that was, tliata majority of the 
people might, by the mere force of party drill be 
DronghttA Toie for a^man who is in &Tor of meas- 
ntes th«y ue opposed to, and, by this means, meas- 
ures may be carried which a majority of the people 
are opposed to. 

After a fsrv more lemarics from Mr. H., he observed 
that there was one more fact oonneetsd with the 
late aleetioiM in New York, which he would now 
advert to, and to which he begged leave to call 
the atteation of those who were in &vor of the 
a nn exa t ion of Texas. That flict was, that the fiiU- 
ure to vou of some 15,000 abolitionisU in the Stale 
of New York, canaed the eleotion of Mr. Polk; and 
when gentlemen daimed that the late elections had 
decided the tjuestion of the annexation of Texas, he 
hoped they would advert to that ftct. 

Mr. PA YME asked the jreMleman to state to the 
Heoae for whom the abofitioniats of the State of 
New Yoric voted. 

Bdr. HUNT presumed that the gentleman would 
get that information from the returns of die elec- 
tiona. He would, however, stats that some 15,000 
abolitionists of New York voted for one James Q. 
Bimey, who, in the late contest, was a very efficient 
(Ujfnorter of the Polk party— who proclaimed his 
prefcreace for Mr. Polk over Mr. Clay, and who 
was, at one time, the democratic candidate in the 
, State of Michigan. 

He proceeded to speak of Mr. Biimey's preference 
for Mr. Polk over Mr. Clay in the kite contest, and 
of hia running as a candidate of the democratic party 
in the State of Midiigan. 

Mr. PAYNE called fupon the gentleman from 
New York, as a man of honor, to state to the House 
and to the country, whether ,'he knew that Mr. Jas. 
G. Bimey supported Mr. Pdk in the late election 
for the presidency; and whether, on the other hand, 
he did not know that the Utte^ which was published 
was not an absolute forgery — such a forgery as bad 
been resorted to on other frequent oqcasions. And 
he called upon the gentleman from New York to 
state, on his honor, and pn the n^ponsibUity which 
nsted upon him as a man of truth, to state whether 
he did not know that Mr. Bimey sought to elect 
hifflsdf. 

Mr. HUNT replied that Mr. Bimey stated to 
lain assemblages in the State, of New York that, 
as between Mr. Clay and Mr. Polk, he preferred 
Mr. Polk. There was no doubt of that fact: nor of 
mother, that Mr. Bimey accepted a nomination from 
the deiiiocrali£ party of the Stiue of Michigan. 

Mr. McClelland asked the gentleman from 
New York, if he meant to represent Mr. James Q. 
Bimey as having been nominated or supported by 
Ihe demoeiBtic party of Michigan, or as having ae- 
e^Med a nomination from the democratic patty? If 
he did mean to make sneh a representation, he [Mr. 
McClcixamd] be^ed hill to understand that it was 
entirely fiUseand unfounded. 

Mr. HUNT. Does the gratleman mean to say 
that Mr. Bimey was not nominated by the democratic 
|<aity of Michigan, and that he accepted such nomi- 
nation? 

Mr. McClelland. Ye«,Idodenyit 

Mr. HUNT. That denial will create vtry great 
nrprise wherever it will be heard. (Laughter.] 
Mr. Bimev himsdf admitted, in hislpublishealetter, 
that he did accept the nomination from Saginaw 
eonnty; but whether he accepted it as a democratic 
nomination, was a refinement of terms which he 
would not tmdertake to discuss. 

Mr. McCLEU.AND. If the gentleman wiU 
permit, I will ask him if he has seen the letter of 
Mr. Bimey, denying the truth of the statement 

Mr. HUNT. I have aeen the letter in which he 
admitted that he did accept the nomination. 

Mr. McClelland. I win give the gentleman 
|SS for the production of that letter. 

Mr. HUNT. I have seen it in print (Cries of 
"Oh, that was a Roorback!") 

He then went on with some general rsnarhs in 
e witintt ion of those which he was maicmf when 



he was interrupted by the question that was put by 
Mr- Patnb. 

Mr. BAYLY had no disposition to fight ever 
again the late campaign. He was perfectly satis- 
fied with the- maimer in which it was car- 
ried on before the country, -and he was still more 
so with the manner in whidi it was, decided. 
He repeated, he was not disposed to fight that battle 
over again; and he was stilt less disposed to undei^ 
take 'to write or speak its history. He was not 
qualified for the task. He was an active participa- 
tor in that contest; he was wanned by the heat of 
it: and, in candor, he admitted that he was not 
qualjfieii to delineate its history. And, after this 
admission as to himself, he should be wanting 
in courtesy if he questioned the qualifications of 
others; nor should he enter into any elabomte 
discussion of the propesitioo before the commit- 
tee, for it had been fully discussed in every depart- 
ment of this government, and before the people. 
He should, however, like to discuss it; if time 
would permit; but it did not. He did desire to 
understand, from their opponents in this House 
and in the country, if it were possible, in:>what 
manner, they desired the finances of the coun- 
try to be conducted for die next four years. A na- 
tional bank, whidi was their favorite measure, waa 
out of the question. Its palpable Unconstitutional- 
ity, the fhiuds and corruptions of the late institu- 
tion, its absolute incompatibility with the purity of 
our institutions, had led to its emphatic condemna- 
tion. That measure being out of the question for 
the next four years: did uie gentlemen desire to go 
back to the pet-bank system, on which they were in 
the habit for years or heaping so much bitter exe- 
cration? Or would the gentlemen take the Presi- 
dent's exchequer scheme, which they had hitherto 
condemned so loudly? He was led to infer — as 
they found that a bank was out of die question, 
that the executive scheme was out of the question, 
and as they wished to defbat this'measure — uiat they 
desired things to remain as they now were; for there 
was no other alternative. And what was the piei^ 
ent state of things? Why, the great embodiment 
of the whig party had told the country that its 
finances were in "a lawless condition;" and he 

' would ask gentlemen if . they desired that they 
should so remain. He would oak if they intended 
that the fivblic money should be lef\ with irresponsi- 
ble depositaries. Did they intend to intrust the ex- 
ecutive with them, and to give him the entire control 
of diefinances ofthenation? He (Mr. B,)had great 
confidence in the executive which was to assume the 
government on the fourth of March next, and the 

. people had great confidence ia hhn too; yet neither 
he nor the people desired to leave the finances of 
the nation at the will of that executive. They were 
told by theSecretary of the Treasury that the tariff 
act oilStSt, if not modified — and hs feared it would 
require a desperate effort to procure a sati^actory 
modification of it — if it was not materially mod- 
ified, would i^nnually accumulate a large suj^Ius rev- 
enue in the treasury; and he would ask gentlemen 
if they desired this surplus to remain with irre- 
sponsible depositaries, without the regulation of law 
for their security? He could infer nothing else 
trcm their course. With millions of dollars accumu- 
lating in the treasury, oould not gentlemen see that 
the strongest temptations were offered to the officers 
of the government to use the public money in 
private speculations, which would lead to the corrup- 
tion both of the government and the people, and 
great losses of the national treasure? 

He had but one other remark to make, and with 
with that he should close the few which he had 
risen to make. The gentleman from New York, in 
his anxiety to fix inconaiatency on the republican 
}>arty, bad referred to the fact, that in 1834, the en- 
tire democratic party, with one Single exception, 
voted against the proposition to divorce the govern- 
ment firom the bank; out the gentleman, in bis zeal, 
did not see that, at the very moment he in this manner 
waa fixing inconsistency on the repubhcon p*^, 
he was fixing it more firmly on his own fhends. 
In 1834, when the republican pony, with one excep- 
tion, voted against the proposition which came 
from |»is State, (Viivinia,) to divorce the govern- 
ment from the hanks, the pet bank system had 
not been tried; and yet, when it waa but an experi- 
ment, the entire whig party, without one solitary 
exception, voted for the divorce when it was pre- 
sented as a substitute for the State bonk system. 

Mr. VANCE inquired if the gentleman from Va- 
ginia staled that as a foot 
Ml. BAYLY Miid he was speaking from his rec- 



ollection of the transaction, and he was not pteoir- 
ed to say that there might not have been one seliu^ 
ry straggler from the party that voted against tha 
party itself; but this he asserted, that the great body 
of the whig partv — and if there were a solitary ex- 
ception, he forthe first time had to bear it — voted for 
the proposition for the divorce of bank and stale M 
an anti^nistic system of the pet banks. 

It was trae only some 32 voted for General GK>r- 
don's substitute, but they comprehended neariy allof 
the Virginia whigs. It waa objected to as bemg da> 
fective to detail. Mr. Robertson, of Virginia, dis- 
covering this, moved to recommit the deposit-bank 
scheme, with instractions to the committee to report 
apian providing for the entire divorce of bank and 
state. The abstract question was thus raised, unin- 
cumbered with detail, and he believed every wfa% 
in the House voted for the recommitment If he 
was wrong the journal would correct him. 

After a few other observations, be said he had 
only obtained a few minutes from the time of tha 
gentleman fhim Indiana, [Mr. Henlet,] and hs 
wojild not now trespass fUrtner on that gendeman's 
kindness. 

Mr. HENLEY then rose to address the commit- 
tee; but he was interrupted for some time by a claim 
set up by Mr. Clikohan for the floor. 

A conversation ensued, in which Messrs. CLING- 
MAN HENLEY, BOYD, GRIDER, CAUSIN, 
and others took part, which was terminated, by the 
establishment of^Mr Henlbt'i right 

Mr. HENLEY said he had no desuKe to bring 
into the House the party discussions which had 
characterized the recent campaign; but as they bad 
been introduced by others, he might, not improperly, 
participate in them. He then proceeded to notice 
the observations of the gentleman from New York 
and to reply to them in succession; more particalar- 
ly noticing the gentleman's charge of inconsistency 
against the democratic party; and he asked that 
gefitleman where he was on the quesUon of the in- 
dependent treasury in 1836, and whether he did not 
vote for Mr. Van Buren in that year. 

Mr. HUNT said he never was in fhvor of the 
sub-treasury. 

Bfr. HENLEV aaked the gentleman if he was not 
a democratic candidate in 1840. 

Mr. HUNT replied that the gentleman was en- 
tirety misinformed. It is true he was a member of 
the old Jackson party, and aided to elect Mr. Van 
Buren in 1836, and was a candidate fbr Congress in 
that year, but not in 1840. He had never supportp 
ed the system of collecting the public revenues in 
a specie currency. For his consistency he was r^ 
speaaible only to his constituents. He frankly 
avowed every change of opinion; but his grSateet 
inconsistency consisted in refusing to follow the 
rapid strides ofprogressive democracy. 

Mr. HENLEY continued. The gentleman did 
not change, but the entire party with whom he ae^ 
ed chan^ ! [Laughter.] Mahomet did not coma 
to the mountain, but tlie mountain went to Mahom- 
et The esntleman had said he would be glad to 
be informed what was the verdict to be rendered up 
by the jury of the people in the late trial 
before the country, and pretended to foncy that no 
question had been decided. Now Mr. H. thought 
that the verdict in this case waa Just such as that 
returned by a jury of the West, in the case of a 
man who had 
charged 'with 

came into court « - 

"toned him right." [Laughter J He apprehend- 
ed that thia was the verdict Mr. Clay had been 
charged with inconsistency — with being in favor of 
and against a national bank and a protective tariff- 
He had made a speech in 1832 or '33 on the com- 
promise, in which he had said that no protection 
was necessary to the American manufacturer; and 
at the extra session of 1641, in a speech, he had 
said that "that there is no nccestity of protection 
for protection." He had been charged with vari- 
ous inconsistencies, and other things which Mr. 
H. would not mention; and now the verdict of the 
jury, who had been in retirement for some time, 
would be, "$aned Inm rigU." [Laughter.] 

He knew that to be the feeling of the people of 
the country — the deep-sealed feeling of the whigs 
as well as their opponents in the Wett — that they 
felt that Mr. Clay^was not the man suited for Ihe 
high station of the presidency. 

Mr. HARDIN. Will the gentleman show ill 

Mr. HENLET. No. 

Mr. HARDIN. The gentleman cannot do it 

Mr. HENLEy. I suppose the gentlsman wiB 



been guilty of whipping a man 

whi{iping his wife. The juiy 

irt with a verdict gravely seeled, 
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' taf Uutt theae are hot the viewa of the whigs of hia 
tectjon of couotry- 

Jijr. HARDIN. Nor pfthe whiga inthegende- 
ilian's aection. 
Mr. HENLEY. How doea the eentleman know? 
Mr. HARDIN. I know aa well with reference 
to the viewa of the whigs in the gentleman 'a section 
as-theeenUeman. 

. Mr. HENLEY. VTeU, if the gendeman would 
UU half what he does know of the whig party, 
|1attghter,l the country aatiafied that the cnargea 
whiut had been brdugbt against that party were 
true. 

Mr. H. adverted to the frequent chiugea of cor- 
niption made by the whiga upon the oemocratic 
pany, and aaid it looked very much aa if they ihem- 

' aelvea conaidered theae chargea neceaaary in order to 
•cnsen them fivm the guilt of their courae in the 
flection of 1840 and subaequent thereto. In 1840, 
<hey bad made the people believe that if they were 
elected, they would bring about a change; but how 
had their promiaea been.redeemed? 

In reftrence to the chai^ that the democracy of 
the coaotnr had deceivea the people in the late 
eauvaa8,A&. H. could only say that at leaat aa &r 
U Indiana waa concerned, (and he believed it to 
l(«the caae in the other Statea,) there had never 
been a conteat in which both partiea had preaented 
more diattnctly'the issuea upon which they atood. 
They (the democratic party) had boldly, diatincUy, 

_ proelaimed their doctrinea everywhere; and the 
-whiga (unlike their courae in 1840) had been willing 
ta meet them. In relation to the bank, they had 
taken decided ground againat the syatem in any 
form, whether aa a nMional or State inatitution; 
they were in favor of aome depoaitory of the pub- 
lic. Inoney, and the independent treaaury waa known 
to be the one. In relation to the tariff, it waa true 
that waa not ao much a party queetion aa manv 
cither queationa which had agitated the public mind, 
aa appeared from the fact that, in the Congreaa which 
jiliaaed the tariff of 1842, a large portion of the 
whfg pvty had not voted for it, while many dem- 
Odrwa did vote for it to prevent the wheels of govem- 
m^t from being alopped. It waa a queation 
Wlu«h affected the country locally more than 
<4iy of the other of the prominent queationa of 
the day; and it waa a queation which would be set- 
tled by the democratic party aatia&ctorily to the 
nation, and upon a beaia where it would remain, it 
was bis opinion, for twenty yeara — abaaiaupon 
which the democracy of AlatMuna, of Pennaylvania, 
and of South Carolina, (altbougn it was true that 
the demoency of his friend from South Carolina 
who made a apeech the other day, [Mr. Holmei,! 
waa so straight-up that it leaned a Utueover,) wmild 
an be able to meet and harmonize. It wm a quea- 
tion on which they muat have compromise, and on 
which there wouul be a disposition to compromise; 
the declaration of hia friend from Alabama, [Mr. 
Fatmb,] throwing back the charge of the whiga that 
the democracy of some porliona of the South were 
in fhvor of fVee-trade, convinced him of that. The 
gentlemen need not lay the flattering unction to 
tbeir soula that diviaions would arise among the 
democratic party on the tariff question. He was 
decidedly opposed to the tariff of 1842 in three- 
qoartera of tta detaila; it waa odioua in its features. 
The tariff of 1849 waa not popular generally; it might 
be in aome of ita detaila, but it was oppreaaive in 
the dutiea it impoaed upon nuuiyartidea— upon cot- 
ton goode and ailka; of course he had no reference to 
iron. [Great laughter.] 

In relation to the prospects of the democratic par- 
tv, it had been said that the people had been delu- 
ded in this conteat. Let no man deceive himself 
thus: he had never seen such an anxiety to inveati- 
eate, to fully underatand, all queationa brought up 
for dedsion, aa in the recent campaign; and, more- 
over, he had never aeen auch a determination to de- 
feat any party as there had been to defeat Mr. Clay 
and the wnig party— which determination had grown 
up-npontaneonaly in the bosoms of the people, and 
not from the pohticians. "What had the people de- 
cided.'*' Why, they had decided one thing to dem- 
onstration: that waa, that Jamea K. Polk should be 
the President of the United States, and that Henry 
Clay never should be. [A laugh.] And they had 
decided another thing, namely: that they had no 
conffdance in the whijt party, and that they would 
try the democnuic party; and if the democratic par- 
ty but proved faithful to the truata commiued to . 
Uieip. they would receive the approbation of the 
peQfne; and (hey should know that, in order to aua- 
UtlD Ae^ttelres, tbe^ mast ivork-^the^ must fet- 



form their duty here, — and part of that du^ waa to 
remain in thia hall long enough to do a proper 
amount of biiaineaa ea(£ day, aad not, after they 
had been in aeaaion an hour and a half, adjourn, and 
put on their hata and cloaks, and walk off, with 
great dignity, and with a very meaaured step; or, if 
they remained, they ahould notconaume the liraeof 
the nation in calla of the yeaa and naya on motiona 
to adjourn, or to auapend the nilea, to preaa forward 
one bill at the expenae of other*. Here waa a new 
state of thinga: they had elected a young man for 
the presidency; it had been done by the "young de- 
mocracy" of the country; it had been done by in- 
duatry: and if they maintained their poeition, they 
had got to continue that induatry and care, 

Mr. H. havine concluded — 

Mr. DILLINGHAM observed that he had not 
riaen for the purpoae of speaking of the faimeaa or 
unfaimeaa that was used m the last canvaaa for the 
presidency before the people; but hia pmrpoae waa 
to turn hia attention to the main objection that had 
been urged ' againat thia bill. That objection waa 
urged yeaterday by the gentleman from Maaaachu- 
setta [Mr. Anxiia] againat the first section, and the 
aubatance of it was thia it proposed to give locality 
and tangibility to the treaaury of the United States, 
which would be an invasion of the conatitution. 
They had been told that for the laat sixty yeara the 
treaaury of the United Statea, in the view of the 
beat expounders of the constitution, had no dwdl- 
ing place, and that it waa wherever the public mon- 
ey waa, cilher in the hands of corporations or indi- 
viduals. This position had also been takra up. by 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Babnahd,] 
and the eentleman from Pennaylvania on hia left, 
[Mr. J. R. Inoessdu..] He confeaeed, however, 
that he was astoniahea that the gentleman from 
Pennaylvania fartheat from him [Mr. C. J. Inou- 
boll] had been ao mesmerised by the doctrine, that 
he avowed himself to have considerable doubta on 
the aubjcct. One gentleman contended that the 
treaaury of the United Statea might be in the handa 
of whoever waa authorized to receive public mo- 
ney, and that whenever money was received by any 
person for the public use, the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States had the control of it Now, he wanted 
to look at this objection, and aee if it waa well- 
founded. Waa it true that the treasury of the Uni- 
ted States was wherever the public money was 
found, whether in the hands (^ the TVeasurer of the 
United Statea, in the handa of collectors, or of indi- 
viduals? If this were true, how would it be with 
^Uic money in the hands of defaulters? Was 
If, true that money in the handa of defaok. 
era waa in the treaaury of the United States, 
and that the treaaurer had the control of iL' 
Waa tlie treasury of the United Statea ao cxpanatve 
that it could eroaa the Atlantic ocean, and be found 
in Europe or Aaia, or wherever public, defaulters 
might abacond to? Was it true that, if a minister of 
the law pursued the defaulter so closely that he could 
not leave our shores, the treasury of the United 
Statea might be hid in the receaaea or cavea where he 
concealed himaelf? or, if the defaulter ahould be ta- 
ken, that it might be found in the felon'a den, the 
penitentiary, or State priaon? Waa it poeaible that 
the constitution of the United Statea bad given such 
length and breadth to the national treasury, and 
male it so impalpable and evaneacent that it eoold 
not be found anywhere? It waa not ao, and the law 
of 1789 had taken a different construction of it. By 
that law money waa not considered to be in the 
treaaury until it was receipted for by the treaaurer of 
the United Statea. Now the treaaurer being located 
at Washington city, and no money being in the 
treaaury until receipted for by the treaaurer, it fol- 
lowed that the preaent bill was in conformity with 
that law. After some further remarks, Mr. D. ob- 
served that the time left would not allow him to fol- 
low the argument of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, and he would only observe that, as the only 
objection he had heard against the bill was not a 
sound one, he would vote for it with great cheerfuir 
nesa. 

Mr. SHEPARD CARVsaid he did not riae fbr 
the purpose of diacnaaing the merita of the bill under 
consid«ation. It waa sufficiently understood by the 
country, and was approved by thedemoetacy. His 
object waa to explam, aa he beat could uodier the 
circumalancea, the real position of the two great rar- 
ties upon the aubject of^ the public moneys. The 
fiict had become noted and distinguished, and it was 
now hardly worth mentioning, that whatever meas- 
luaa, the oemectatio party had cwdemed and bu- 
p«d w dero^tor^ to the ^reat inlereat* of (be couo- 



try, were alwaya and immediataly taken op by the 
federal party. In such cases they were always "im- 
vutUalt annezationiata." [Laughter.] It waa so in 
thia caae particttlariy; although those repreaentatives- 
of the whig party who were m Congieea in '36, had 
covered their oppoailion to the bill under the prMenoe 
"that it conflicted with the conatitution;" and- h had 
been left to the younger membera of that party to 
denotmce it in all tta piovisiona, anddeelare uieir 
preference to the present "pet-baiik ayatem" for the 
aafe-keeping of the public money. The honorafaie 
gentleman from New York [Mr. W. Hu>t,] 
naa announced to ua that it was hia determination 
(and Mr. C. preaumed he apoke for the univeiaal 
whig party) to stand firm upon whig principles! 
That, he took the liberty to aay, waa a aU 



ing place. Fbm upon whig principlea! 
were they to be found' Xx>ok for them, and yon 
find no alamping eround; graap at them, and yoai 
clinch nothiiu:. The poaition of the opposition in 
1836, and their preaent poaition upon this very 
queation, moat clearly demonatrated the aliaardi^ 
of the pretence that any aoUd, settled, enlightened 
principle governed them. The veneat neophfle 
amon~ them aU could not reaUze auch an absurdity. 
In 1834, they tried and condemned Andrew Jsekaon 
before the Senate for adopting the use of what the 
gentleman from New York calls "the State institu- 
tions" as depositories of the public moneys; and 
their orators proclaimed, from windows of a public 
hotel in a neighboring city, upon a Sabbath day, 
"that there were no Sundays in revolutionary 
times;" that the uaurpetiona of the hero and states- 
man, now repoaing quietly at the Hermitage, must 
be resisted, "peaceably if'^they could, but forcibly if 
they must" 

This aatoniahingly ptOriotie party — thia party 
which pratea of principle, aa though it knew what 
principle waa — coolly chaigea the democracy with 
uconaisteney during the late canvass, and, forsooth, 
have suddenly become the great champions of the 
same system of "pet banks," against which but a 
dozen years paat they were wont to revolutionize, 
and threaten anarchy to the republic and ita 
institutions. Tbeir oretors proclaimed, at that 
time, that the President had united 'the purse and 
the sword, by assuming control over the public 
moneys — that he had assumed or usurped power 
dangerous to the liberties of the people, not to be 
tolerated under any eircumatances; and that an ap- 
peal to arms was perfecUy justifiable! But what a 
change came d'er tliia spirit of the dream. The fail- 
ure of this system, braught about by the almost 
universal banlmiptcy of the State banks, necessarily 
embarrassing a democratic administration, at once 
expelled all iti odious features — made it entiidy 
constitutional — obliterated all of the uaurpation 
which had been charged at its adoption, and com- 
mended it to the atrong support, the intense devotion 
of its former "revolutionary" opponents! [Laugh- 
ter.] The democracy of the country, from the brief 
and pointed experience which follow^ the adoption 
of the State bonks aa depoaitaries of the public treas- 
ure — a system hastily adopted, and from the neoea- 
aities of the caae— determined immediately againat 
it; and a law for the safe-keeping of the government 
moneys, providing for the ponimment of defaulteis 
and peeulaton upon it, waa enacted. It waa a good 
law — the aameaa that now before the House, with 
some exceptions. But mtrk(said Mr. C.) the faol- 
lowneas and hypocrisy of those who oppose thia 
great financial meaaure. Look at their advent to 
power in 1840. They repeal the very meaaure 
deaigned to aafely keep the public money — a meas- 
ure so honest and well adapted to our governmenud 
purposes, that they dare not give it a fair trial ! Not 
only did they repeal it, but, with an almost 
certain knowledge that no aubatitute could be 
ikdopted, coolly aeated themaelves upon a sya- 
tem of finance which they had denounced, an4 
which the demooacy had repudiated when they 
diacovered it founded upon error. They repeal 
thia great meaaure,. and phee in the hands 
of the executive the "purae and the aword." Thev 
leave the public moneys entirely under his coiitiol, 
to be distributed, were he a bid man, in theae same 
"pet banka," againat which they ao fi^quentl^ and 
indignantly hurled their anathemaa, to be loaned to 
favoritea, and subject to legalized suspensions. The 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. 
iNaBRtoLL.] obliquely intimates the policy of re- 
eatabliahiog a national bank. He was not astonished 
at this, alt&DUcfa the embodiment of all the fedeial- 
isai north of the Potottao (Mr. Wcbstkr] had pro- 
noonccd it "ao obeol«t« idea." Th&i expreastoq 
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li^ht not have been meant in the sense he had first 
sd it. Like his celebrated 'Tourth of July," it 
leant, so that gentleman informed iis, "some other 
lurtk of July." From what the gentleman from 
'ennsylranta bad just hinted, Mr. Webater's "ob> 
>lete idea" meant "some other obsolete idea." 
iDOther national bank aeeaia to be wanted. To 
ustain thi» position, he has gone into a^jgoat morfem 
lamination of the foul carcass of the old bank — 
le illuatrioua predecessor of that which he woald 
ave us follow. 

He would show that it received its death cold by 
ssuming the mantle of the charter which it pur- 
based at great cost from the State of Pennsylvania, 
lat the people were in possession of better audior^ 
y in relation to the causes of its decease, that that 
iven by the honorable gentleman from Pennsyl- 
ania; and Mr. C. said this with proper renect 
D him. The authority was no less than Mr. Bid- 
He, when living in the fullness of his moHey 
wwer — r^ardeo, by those whose capital was bor- . 
owed, andwhose hop<s and aspirations wei« baaed 
in anticipated discounts, as the great fihancier — 
he very cornucopia of federalism — the deity of their 
rorship — one who, at the time, 'said to the com- 
nerdal world "let there be light," and thtfre was 
ight; "let darkness overshadow the land," and 
Hoom and blackness followed. This authority 
Mr. C. would give. In hia celebrated letter to 
ihe honorable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
^AMs] which dbubtlesa contained his real senti- 
ments, he emphatically proclaims "that he leved 
Ilia country roost when worst governed," for the 
reason, Mr. C. supfosed.tbat he and his friends could 
could rob it more. Mr. Biddle stated in those 
celebrated effusions that, under the charter obtained 
rrom the State of Pennsylvania, the bank could be 
more eflecttuUy managed — would be stronger and 
safer — it was not restricted by the impertinent in- 
terference of the general government — was released 
from the trouble of keeping and disbursing the pub- 
lic moneys; and he might have added, from using 
them for electioneering purposes. Mr. C. said lie 
did not desire to detain the House, but he could not 
re6ain from alluding to some remarks made by the 
honorable gentleman fh>m Indiana, [Mr. Smtth.] 
He has informed us that the four winds of heaven 
had rested upon the democratic party in 1840, and 
that it was destroyed. He (Mr. C.) did not pretend 
to be so well versed in biblical lore aa were his whijg 
friends. But if his recollection served him, this 
metaphor was to be found in the book of Job, and 
had reference to the destruction of the house in 
which Job's ions and daughters Were feasting when 
the building was overthrown, and its inmates destroy- 
ed by the power of Satan. 4- most apt illustration — a 
most capital parallel. The inference to be drawp is, 
that Qod, for wise purposes, placed the democracy in 
the power of Satan for a time, to test its purity; and, 
like Job, it was stripped by the arch destroyer Oi 
an but its integrity. Satan did reign fbra bnefpe- 
riod. But the day of deliverance did come. What 
«u taken from us has been restored, and the arch 
nemy is toothless and impotent. 

The committee then rose and reported the bOl to 
the House. 
Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered, Mr. Wellbr withdrew 
the motion. 

Mr. HOQE moved the previous question; which 
bong seconded, and the main question iwdered, 

The first question being in concurring in the 
unendments made in Committee of the Whole, was 
pot and carried. 

The question was next on the engrossment of the 
Ml for a third reading. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to renew his motion to 
"trike out the first section of the bill. 

The SPEAKER decided that that motion was 
]K>t in order at this time, the previous question be- 
■lE pending. 

Mr. ADAMS then moved to recommit the bill, 
with inau^clions. 

The SPEAKER said that motion idso was out of 
Older. 

Mr. MIUTON BROWN called for the yeas and 
P^» on the question of engrossment, and they were 
•™«re<^ and resulted — yeas 129, nays 69, as follows: 
J[f-^S—MestTt. Andcnon, Arrinjctoa, Belter, BeDtOD, 
•Hudi, EdwarA J. Black, Jsmei Black, Blsckwell, Bewer, 
■nUa, Boyd, Brinkerboff, Brodhead, Asron T. Brawn, 
£-<. Btowii. Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Carpenter, 
'''"uu E. Cary, Shephard Cary, R«<>b«n Chapman, Au- 
p™ A Chipman, Clinton, Cobb, Colei, Croaa, Calloia, 
■■■Wi Bich«nl D. Dar», John W. Davia, Dawion, Desa, 



Dillingham, Donglara, Dromgoole, DniUap, £llis, Farlee, 
Ficklin, Foater, French, Fuller, Bynun Oreen, Hale, Han- 
nibal Hamlin, Hammett, Hanlton, Haya, Haalay, Harriok,' 
Hoca, Hopkins, Ueuitoit, Uubard, Hubbell, Hughee, Hun- 
Kemrd, Jamea B. Hunt, Gharlei J. IngersoU, Jameion, 
Cave Johnson, Aadssw Johnson, OSorge W. Jonas, An. 
dnw Kannerty, Preitoa King, Lakrasohe, Leonard, Lucas, 
LuopkiD, Lyon, McCauslen, Maolay, McClelland, MoClei^ 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph 
Morris, Isaac E. Moiae, Murphy, Owen, Pannenter, Parne, 
Pettit, Emon D. PotUr, Pnrdy, Bathtuia, Davtd 8. H<dd, 
Hading, Relle, Hitter, Boberts, KobinsoD, Russell, St John, 
Thomas H. Scymonr, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simp- 
son, Slidell, John T. Smtth, Thomas Smith, RoKert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, 
Alfred P. Stona, IJtrong, Syke), Taylor. Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Tucker, Waller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Bsi^tamin 
White, Wttlituna, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright— 139. 

NAYS— .Measrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Brengle, M. Brown, Buffington, Causin, Cnap- 
pell, Chilton, Clinch, CUngsMn, CoUamer, Cranston. Dai^ 
ragh, Oarrett Davis, Debcrry, Fish, Florence, Foot, GHd* 
dings, Oog^n, Orhmell, Qrider, Edward 8. Hamlin, Hai^ 
din. Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Inger. 
soli, Ir>ln, Jenks, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Moll- 
vaine, Fdward J. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, 
Patterson, Peyton, Pollock, Preston, Bamsay, Raynar, C. M. 
Reed, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Sehenck, Sen. 
ter, Sereiance, Albert Smith, Caleb b. 'Smith, Stephens, 
Andrew Stewart, Summeia, Thonasson, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vansaeter, Vinton, Welheted, John White, Win- 
throp, and William Wright— W. 

Th« next question was on the third reading of the 
bin. 

Mr. BOYD moved the previotis question, which 
was Bustahied by the House. 

Mr. CLINOMAN called for the yeas and nays 
on the third reading, and tbey wete ordered, and re- 
sulted—yeas 123, nays 68, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Bayly, Belser, Ben- 
ton, BIdlack, Edward J. Black, Jamea Black, James A. 
Black, Blaekwell, Bower, Bowiin, Boyd, BrinkethofT, 
Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, WilUam J. Brown, Bnrke, Burt, 
Galdwdll, Campbell, Caipenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Reuben 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, 
Cross, Cnllom, Daniel, Richard D. Daris, John W. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, DUUngbam, Douglass, Dramgoole, Ellis, 
Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Fuller, Bm. Hannlbei 
Hamlin, Hammett. Haralson, . Hays, Henley, Herrick, 
Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, 
Hnghes, J. B. Hunt, C. J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
A. Johnson, Oaorge W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston 
King, Labranrhe, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCaoslen, 
Maclay, McClelland, McClemand, McConoall, McDowell, 
McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Isaac £. Morse, Muipbf , 
Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, F.menr D. Pelter. Purdy, 
Rathboa, David S. Raid, Reding, Relfe, RItter, Roberts, 
Robinson, Rossell, St. John, Thomas H. Seymour, DavM 
L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John 
Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfrod P. Stone, Strong, 
Sykes,- Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tticker, Welter, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, BeiUsimtai WhLe, WilUants, Wood- 
ward, and Joseph A. Wright— 13S. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Brengle, Milton Brown, Bulttngton, Causin, 
Chapp^l, Chilton, Clinch, CUngman, CoUSmer, Craniton, 
Oarrftt Davis, Debeiry, Fish, Flonnce, Foot, Oiddings, 
Ooggin, Orinnell, Onder, Edward S. Hamlin, Hardin, 
Harper, Hudson, Washington Hoot, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, Jenks, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, McTlValne, 
Edward Joy Morris, Fnaman H. Morse, Moseley, Patarson, 
Peyton, Pollock, Preaton, Ramsey, Ravner, Charlee M. 
Reed, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Sehenck, Sen- 
ter, Ssvaraaca, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, 
Andrew Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, yanmcter, Vinton, Wethered, John White, win- 
throp, and William Wright— «8. 

Mr. HOPKINS, who was successful above many 
competitors for the floor, moved to reconsider the 
vote on the passage of the bill; and en this moved 
theprevious question. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded; Ihe main queation was ordered; and being 
taken, was decided in the negative without a 
division. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote; and 
the bill is finally passed. 

OREGON. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN (chainnailof the Committee 
on Territories) asked leave to report a bill to oi^ 
ganize a territorial government in Oregon. - 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order, unless 
by the general consent of the House. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. BROWN moved to suspend the rules for 
this purpose. 

Pending which question. 

On motion, the House adjoqmed. 

The following notices of petitions presented to 
day, were handed to the reporters by die members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of 17 citliena of 
Wotthlngton, Massachusetts, agaifast th« annexation of 
Texas. 

By Mr. PATNE: The petition of Was4a«ee, a Choctaw 
Indaa, pray tug for reliefin conseqveDce of the commissioD- 



er nnder the Choctaw treaty jut allowing Um Ui l e s e i t a- ' 
Hon. 

By Mr. J. W. DAVIS: The petttlon of Hteksna Braner 
«nd S3 others, asking a post route from Homit Hsaaant, by 
HartisoDTiUe, Edaionaon^,aadM«*inr^,4»BpringCeM,1Mi- 
aaa. The petition at Gideon Walker, praying oompensalioll 
for serrtoee rendered the United States as an enlisted s<daier ■ 
from the year ITM to 1796. 

By Mr. I. E. M0R8E: The peUlionor Alexaadrellebert sbS 
others, praying that the said A. Hebeit nay b« allowed to 
bring into the United States a certain family of negraet, 
taken Into Texas by his ancestor, aged M vsaia, w|ii& ne- 
groes have left a large of friends and relations In the Stale 
of Louisiana: referred to ' the Committee of Ways and 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of Daniel H. Werner, of 
the State of Maine, fora pension for ioJuriosreoelTed daring 
the late war with England: ivfemd to the Committee oa 
Invalid Peiuions. 

By Mr. CROSS: The petition of 1. F. Oalaes and others, 
nambeB of the legialatBTe of Aifcaaass, praying Iha aastt- 
llahment of apoat route from Jossah Tomlaisan's, an (h« ' 
route from Washington. Beapstead conntr, to BoeaeviU*, 
, via Black j8ekandYaeheanss,toFortBaiIth. ThepetMoa. 
of John M. Rosaand otbeta, tot a route trmm ClaikaviU*, in 
Johnson city, via Plney Poet Ofioe and Jaspai coootv const 
house, to Camliton: nfanad to the Cooinuttae on the Eoat 
OOoe and Post Roads. 

By Mr. J. T. SMITH: The petitioB of citizans of Panaayl. 
vaata, praying for "such change ia the coaititutioikaa will 
appropriate the pabUe lands of the natian, or other snNdila 
funds, for the parpeso of abolishing slavery wlSiiai tha Vai' 
tad States, and tha compensation of those who may ralla- 
qobh their alaves." 



IN SENATE. 
Monday, December 23, 1844. 

Mr. BAOBY asked and obtained leave to with- . 
di»w firom the files of the Senate the petition aad 
papers in 4he rase of Anstel and Rliodss, and to 
refer them to the Committee pn Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAYTON asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition 
and papers in the case of David Brooks, for a com- ' 
mutation of 5 years pay. 

A message was received from the Preodent oCllM 
United States, and also several secret messages, in 
writing. . 

Mr. BREESE asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw the papers in the case of Martin Rhenaud, 
and moved that the Committee on Revolutionaiy 
Claima be discharged from the consideratioo of the 
same. The committee was discharged accord- 



[f. FAIRFIELD presented thepetitiops oTRob- 
ert Ramsay, senior, and of Mary Carleton, asking 
for a pension: they were referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Here the open message jusi received from the ~ 
President of the United States, is aiuwer to the 
reaolatian of the Senate of tiie Kith inst., eailiiw for 
copiesof the latest correepondence with Mr. Kiiy, ' 
minister of the Uoited States at the court of France, . 
touching the annexation of Texas, was read. It 
merely transmit to the Senate the following cor- 
respondence: 

TV Uu PntUim oftkt Unilei Slatn: 

The Secretary of Slate has received trom the Piasldent 
the resolution of the Senate of Ihe 13th Instant, reqneatbig 
him "to communicate to tha Senate, if not inoompatMs 
with the public interest, eoplea of all the corTespondenea 
not beretofon traasmittM lo tha Senate, which may hava 
taken place between the Department of State and the 
preseat minister of the United States to France, and be- 
tween that minister and the govamsMBt of France, relatlag 
to the proposed annexation of Texas to the United Statesjr 
aitd, in answer thereto, has the honor to ttansnit herawMJi 
extiaets from the iastructlona of this departaeat to Mr. 
King, dated April 43, 1S44, and Irom a despatch dated the 
Mth of August, 1844. These include^ all the inalructions 
given to Mr. King in relation to the subject nferred to in 
the resolution. The main object of his aUssIon was lo 
strengthen and eoatrm those friendly relations which have 
so long subsisted between the two conntites; aad, in the 
fulfiment of this purpose, it was left to his discretion- as he 
was, from his position In the government, fblly acquainted 
with the proposed measure of annexation in all its bear' 
ings— to adopt such course as might seem to Um beat cal. 
cukted to pnvent any misanderslaiiding in regard to so im 

fiortant a subject. H» corraspondence with the department 
a reference to H being a narrative of Inlbrmal conversa- 
tions, could not, consistently with usage or propriety, bo 
made pahlio. The only material part of this coitespond- 
ence havins relation to Texas Is embraced sutsMMtaUs iU' 
the despatch from this department to Mr. King, dated tha 
I'Jth day of August last, (already published,) and In the ex- 
ttacto from Ihe despatch of August M, 1844, harowith «o»- 
mnnicated. 

Respectfully submitted, 

' J. C. CALHOUN. 

DcrsarMZNT or SriTC, 

Washington, December I», 1S44. 

Jtr. Catluimtt Hr. Kint.—ExtnieU. 

DaPAaTMEHT or Stavs, 
Wasidngton, AprH «, 1S44. 
Sir; Having received yottr letter of the 14th instsat, noti- 
fying your aeoeplaace of the sppointmeat tendsrsd tojro^ 
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byth* PmM«iit H eoToy exte&nliiiuy uul miniitor pton- 
ipst^ttar; of the United StttM at Furi*. ud tinifyioff yoar 
ntdmctt to procMd iipoa 70iir miHlon, I hive now the 
honor to tmumlt to yon jroor oommlukm in that chaaotcr, 
wd a orodontial lettor addrewad to Mi Majaaty tlia King 
of the French, tocclher with an open copy of the aame for 
your inapeotion and uie. In pruenting jour letteta of ei» 
ino*! you will take adTMitiife of the occaiion to addreti 
Ua Maieaty aHOiancei of the aemeat desire by which the 
mddeat continnea to be aniaated to maintain nnimpaired, 
•od to ttrnfthen, if pouible, thetHendly relationa to hap- 
nily fobaiitinf between the United Statea and Franeei and 
to that end, the Prefident reliet with confidence upon yonr 
general knowledge of the lituation and noaition of the two 
eeontiiea with regard to each other, ana npon your expe- 
rieoee and diaeretion, for a Judicioua co-opeiatlon in the 
caltivatlon and improToment of thii good undentanding 
between the peitiea. 

* » m a * * 

The matruetiona of thia dapaitment to yoar predeceaaora 
Ib the mlaalon, to which yen are referred aa embodying the 
Tiawa entertained by Uie exiating adminiatratlon oftliii 
goraranent, together with the other recorda and paper* be- 
nngtag to the legadon, will give you an adegnate idea of 
the itate of the relationa between the United Statea and 
nance. Theae are, at praaent, and hare long been, of the 
moat Mendly kind; and in intruatlDg them to your imme- 
diate charge and auperintendeno*, ue Prei ident indnlgea 
Iha eonUant hope, aa I hare already intimated, that no ef- 
llarta will be apared on your part to atrengthen and con- 
tan the aentimenti of mutual good underatandlng and le- 
apact praTalling between the two nationa, and which are 
net leai honorable to the character than adranlageoni to the 
l^raata of the partiea. Special initnictionanpon impor- 
tant polnta at iuue between the garemmenta will be trana- 
ndtted to you from time to time, aa occationi for them, may 
aria*. 

Dvfing your rcaidenea in France, you may lometime* be 
applied to, to interpoae in behalf of American eltizena to ob- 
tela aatlauetioa for elaimt which they may hare on hia 
M^jaaty'a govemment, or the redreaa of grIeTaneea wliich 
they mar experience in the course of their deelingi and 
traniaetiona. You will, in all luch caaei, wliere the inter- 
T«ati«n of the government ipar be proper, according to the 

Kblie law, alTotd each oSoial aid aa may appear to yen 
ely to be uaeful, whether yon haye apeeU inattuotiona 
ftom thia department or not. 
I an, air, with great respeat, your obedient aerrant, 

J. C. CALHOim. 
Wh. B- Kiro, Eaq., lie., ke., kc. 

Ur. CMoun to Mr. Kiitf.—Extntt. 

DcrAXTMaivT or Statk, 
Waahlngton, Augoat 38, 18M. 
Iia; I hare tite honor to acknowledge the recept of year 
daqatch No. 9, dated July 31, and to exprsN my gratUca. 
tton at the rea nit of your convenation with M. Onixot; ea- 
ptcially that pari of it which refera to the rumored proteit of 
the French gOTomment, coqjointly with that of Orrat Brit- 
ain, againat the propoied annexatton of Texu to the United 
Btaiae. Such a atep, had it been taken by France, muat haw 
excited nnltind feellnga, and giTen to the United Statea Juit 
oanae of complaiot. The govenunent of the United Statea 
will confidently rely on the aainrancea of M. OniaOt: and 
and it la hoped that, neither aepantely nor Jointly with any 
Other power, will France adopt a conne which wonM teem 
ao little in accordance with her tnie inUreata, orthe Mendly 
niatlana which hare ao long aubdated betlrees the two 
conntriei. 

S reply to your flnt deapatoh, which wae forwarded by 
at iteamer, renden it unnecesiary for me to tfnlarge 
on the topica preiented in your laat In regard to Mr. 
Oaixotii inqniry reapecting a propoied guaranty of the in. 
dependence of Texaa, your reply waa well timed, and Judi- 
ctona. The aattled policy of the United Stotoi ha> been to 
avoid entarlnK tolo •ocn gmrantlea, except in caiea of 
atraog neeeaalty. Thepteaent caae ollera no reaaoni to 
waiRant a deviation from that policy. On ' the contrary, it 
p waan t a a atrong additionel reaion why it ahonUbe adh». 
ndto;aisoch a guaranty would permanently defeat the 
pfopoeed meaanre of annexation, which both coantriea aaem 
nmona to adTaace, 

• • • , » • » 

Wm. B- Eiho, lie., ke., ke. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the metnge 
and corrMpondence were referred to the CDHtmitwe 
on Poreigfn Reletiona, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER preaented a memorial from citi- 
sens of Pennavlyania, praying for reform of ths 
naturalization laws. It waa referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that, to-morrow, 
or the earliest day convenient, he would introduce 
a bill for the relief of Joshua Shaw. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of L. D 
Marchand, of Arkansas, praying for indemnity for 
French a|>oliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. A. also gave notice that, on some future day, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill supplementa- 
ry to the act of 4th February, 1841, to permit pre- 
amptioners to enter the quarter of quar.er secUons 
•Tthe public lands. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the papers of 
John Retlebever. 

Mr. HAYWOOD presented petitions luid papers 
ofWm. H. Thomas, praying for compensation for 
pcttviiiona Aimiahed certain Indian tribes, at dif- 
ttrent periods, in North Carolina: lelenred to the 
Cumnittee on Indian Afiaira. 
° Mr- FOSTER of New York presented the peti- 



tion of Philip Ward; whidi was referred to the 
Committee on Pensiona. 

Mr. BARROW asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw from the files of the Soiate, and refer to the 
Coromittae on Private Liand Claims, the petition and 
papera of A. Ledouz & Co. 

Mr. B. also aaked for the consideration of an or- 
der to print a report aent to the Jtenato last session in 
relation to sugar and other inleresu of Louisiana, 
and important to the whole Union. As the report 
did not come up till the latter part of last session, in 
the prew of buaiaeas it failed to be ordered to be 
printed. 

The Senate now ordered the printing of the re- 
port 

Mr. BAYARD, <rom the Committee on Navsl 
Affairs, reported ui fhvor of printing the report of 
the Secretary of the Navy on the eontingsnt ex- 
penaes of the navy for the year 1844. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 
. Mr- BERRIEN, from the Judiciary Committee, 
reported several bill* heretofore reftned to iL 
Among them were the following: 

A bni for the ralief of Piene Menard; and recom- 
mended its paange. 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to compromise with the sureties of Sunnel Swatt- 
wout; and recommended its passage. 

The House bill to satablish a uniform time of 
lu^diiw el&tions for eleetoia of President of the 
UnitedStatea, with an amendment. 

Mr. BATES reported from the Committee on 
Pensions, a private bill, (name not heard;) and, on 
hit motion, the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported aeveral bills. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relationa, reported a bill in relation to claimanu on 
account of French spoliationa prior to 1800; which 
waa md, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. COLaUITT, from the Committee on Pri> 
vate Land Claims, reported several bills; which 
were read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PORTER, from the Committas on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill, (name not heard,) with 
an amendment, and recommended itspassage. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, the following 
resolution offered by him waa considered ' and 
adopted: 

Kt—ktd, That the Committee on the Library be inatraot- 
ed to laqniret into the expediency of earning to be pui^ 
ehaiad.rorthe uaaoftha Senate, one hundred aetaof the 
lawi of the United State*. 

■ A meaaage was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, Mating that the House had paaseaa 
biU for ealablishing an independent IMasury. • 

On molioa by Mr. CHOATE, the following rea»- 
lution was eonudered and adopted: 

SMakti, That the Committee on l>ateata be Initructad to 
inqnira whether any, and what, amendment ef the law i* 
aeceaaary upon the lubjeota ef appeal* from the comml*- 
aloner to the court*, in caae* where applicaoiena fi>r pa- 
tent*, Or tor lenewal* thereof, are relh*ed. 

On moUon of Mr. MOREHEAD, the petition of 
citixeaa of Kentucky in behalf of Franeia A. Har>- 
iaon waa withdrawn from the files, and referred to 
he Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BERRIEN offered a resolution of inquiry 
calling on the Secretary .of State to report to the 
Senate any information in possession of hia depart- 
ment relative to arrangementa made by foreign gov- 
emmenUi for transmitting to the United Slates tneir 
paupers or convicta; and also for any informalion in 
the pessession of ^aid department relative to the 
annual and aggregnte number of forei^nera arriving 
in the United Statrs. This (Mr. Q. naid) was in- 
formation called for in aid of the duties which the 
Judiciary Committee would have to perform in 
making up their report upon the several petitions re- 
ferred to them touching (he naturalization laws. 
The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. TAPPAN having given notice of a bill he 
intended to introduce, statea that. On Monday next, 
he would ask for the consideration of his bill lo es- 
tablish the Smithsonian Institute. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the papers of 
Chaa. C. O. Thompson were withdrawn from t^e 
files of the Senate. 

The following resolutions, offered on Thursday 
last, were considered and adopted. That offered by 
Mr. EvANi: 

Rr—lvU, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate whether any application ha* been nude 
to the department ainca the cloie of the laat aeeaion of Con- 
greaa for the remlaaion of penaltiea or foileirare* heratofora 
UKoned and paid for violation* of ths leveaoa law* of the I 



United State*, in the importation* of foreign gooda or mei^ 
chandlae, and if ao, by whom, and the gronada upon wtiich 
rach application i* made; the time when iaearred and paid, 
together with the deciaion or aotion of the depailaaei^taci» 
on. 

Ako: 

Rrnkti, That the Secretary of the Tiwasar bo diteetad 
to inform the Senate what amount of duUee wnieh ha^fi*. 
viottily been paid upon the importaiton of foreign gooda and 
mercbandiae into the United Kate* ha* been robnded aince 
tharloaeoftheUataeaaioaofCongreaa, together with ads- 
•cription of the marchandiae, and the timea of impotttttoa, 
reipectivsly, upon wtiich aaid dntiee were eoUcetad, and 
the name* of the peraon* to whom refunded; and alao to 
communicate coplee of all circular letten or InftnictioDa ia- 
•ned from the Trearary Mpartaent aince the efa>eo of the 



U*t aaaaion relating to the refonding of the aaaae, or to the 
rate* ef duty to be thereafter oolleoled; and that he be alae 



directed to Inform the Senate of the number of applieatioaa 
now pending for the refunding of duties heretofore paid, tlie 
timee when preiented and by whom, the deecripbon of Bn^ 
ohandiae imported, and the amount of dutiea paid. 

That offered by Mr. HmrnNOTOir: 

' of the Traaaniy bo directed 
'^ ofateaauaatMrthenve- 
ane aarvice have bean built, or have been ocdeied to bo 
built; the reapective perloda of time when the contnctt for 
building the lama were made; the coatof each; the place* 
where ue aame hava been, or are to be built;, tbaaaniee of 
the contractor or oontnetoca; the aotnal or eaHmsfnd «x- 
penae attending their enployiMnt; the difference in tba ex- 
pemeofcoutractionana emptoyiDent between the aame 
and the wooden rerenae cntteia; and whether any trial of 



BatelMd. That the Secretary oft 
to inform taa Senate what ""—'y < 
ana aarvice have bean tmilt. or 1 



connected with their cut and ale aatlierevnnaacattaa 
heretofore built and naed in the aervlce. 

That offered by Mr. JomraoiR 

BtKlrtd, That the Secretary of the Traaaary l>e directed 
to communicate to the Senate, aa early a* stay be pnett- 
cable, copie* of all orden or inatniottona which laay at any 
time have been given by hia department to the laaa oaecn 
and penons aetiiig u aorveyor general is Loniaiaaa, in re- 
lattonto the "Houraa claim," of any plate or aorveya in hi* 
department of aaid claim, and of any argumsnte or atata- 
mente heretofore made to the department In lelatton to that 
claim, and of the decMona of the department tlieaeon; alao 
a lilt of all the private daima derived fkom either «f the 
former governmente of Louiaiana, or baaed upon any of the 
lawi ofthe United Steta*, which are included ia wVole or 
in part by the claimed linei ofthe Honma tiaet, apeciiyiag 
in each caae the name of the claimant, the chaniatBr, nunie, 
and date of the original title papa**, and the aarauntclaim- 
ed; and.KcOnflrmed, the date of the eonlimalory law; and 
al*o a lilt of all anohtnoto included therein aamay, by the 
oilloial plate, or the return* of the proper offleen, be Aowa 
to have beeii *old at any time by the United Statea. and 
their area* and the amounte paid therefor: apedfyiivthe 
datea of entry end the law* under which they were made; 
and alao to report whether auch portion* ofthe *aid Bmma 
claim aa have been patented were ever renlariy anrveyed 
by the proper authority ia coofoiaiity to the i natn ae tl ona of 
the departmeat and the reqoireroottto ofthe law, and the Um* 
thereof properiy returned and exhibited upon tb* townakte 
mapa aent to Iha department prior to the graatiag of sneli 
pateota. 

The House bin, to eatabHah an independent treas- 
ury, was then read twice, and referrea to the Obat- 
mittee on Finance. 

The following engrosaed bills and joint reaohi- 
tions were then read a third time, and paaaed: 

An act for the relief of J. McFkrlana. 

An act for the relief of Gideon Batchelder. 

An act for the relief of Jamea Riwhie. 

An act for the relief of the legal rrpi nnrnlaii iis 
of Pierre Menard and atheis. 

A joint reaolution authorizing an allowaaoe to 
Purser D. M. F. Thoniton in the settlement of his 
accounts. 

A joint resolution explanatory of an act makiagap- 
propriations for the payment of revolutionary pen* 
sions for the fiBcal year ending 30th June, 1843. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the petition of 
Malachi Hagan was withdrawn firom the nkea ofthe 
Senate. 

Mr. ATCHISON prfsenu-d a petition aakinif f« 
a new poet route in Missouri: referred to the Cont- 
mittee on Post Offloe and Pot>t Roads. 

Mr. MERRICK gave notice of his intention to 
introduce three several post-ofSce bills, viz: one for 
the transportation of our mails to foreign ports; one 
for regulating the transmission of the mails by rail- 
roads; and another authorizing the Na /y rieparv 
ment to place at the disposal of the Post Office De- 
partment a sufficient number of the United Statn 
Bteamere for the transportation of our mails lo for- 
eign ports. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, (lih), s^ 
ter a abort time, resumed its legislation; whtn 

Mr. SEMPLE, on leave, introduced th« folloa^ 
ing bills, notice of which had been heretofore givea: 

A bill to grant a portion of the public landa to ths 
Suto of Illinois to aid in the conatruction of the & 
linoia and Michigan canal; 
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A bill to extend tba national road to the city of 
Alton, on the Mixsiaaippi river. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the bill author!- 
line the Secretary of the Treasury to compound 
viui the sureties of Samuel Swartwout wu taken 
up, and, the amendment recommended by the Ju- 
diciary Committee being adopted, was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third tiibe. 

On motion, it was agreed that, when the Senate 
•djouro, it be to Thursday next. 

The Senate then adjourned. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MovDAT, December S3, 1844. 

Mr. ROBERTS gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill asking for a grant of alternate sec- 
tions of land upon the line of surrey for the railroad 
irom Jackson, Mississippi, through Brandon, to the 
western boundary of the State of Alabama, and for 
Other purposes. 

On motion by Mr. DEAN, leave was craated to 
him to withdraw certain papers from the met of the 
HouM. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN ariced what was the first 
business in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was the motion of 
thegentteman [Mr. A. V. Brown] on Saturday to 
aas|Mnd the rules, for the purpose of making a re- 
port from the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. DOUGLASS asked the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to allow him first to ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for the introduction of ajoint 
resolution proriding for the reannexation of luas 
to the United States, in conformity with the Louisi- 
ana treaty. 

Mr. RIlDINO objected, unless the same priri- 
lege was allowed to other members. 

Mr. DOUGLASS then gave notice that he would 
introduce it to-morrow. 

. Mr. HOLMES rose to a question of ocder. In 
the first place, be would inquire of the Speaker 
whether this day was not set apart fbr the reception 
of petitions. 

The SPEAKER replied that the rules of the 
House set apart the first thirty days of the sessipn 
for the reception of petitions. ' But the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. A> V. BbownJ 
bein^ for the suspension of the nilas, it would, if 
earned, take precedence. 

AAer some conversation — ' 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, chairman of the Committee 
on Territories, by general consent, reported a bill (o 
oieuiize a' territorial government in Oregon. 

The bill establishes a government over'kll the 
country lying west of the summitof the Rocky 
mountains, and bounded on the south by latitude 
forty-two, and on the north by latitude fifly-foar 
degrees snd forty-nine minutes of north Utitude. 

ft provides for the appointment of a governor to 
reside in said Territory, and also to act as Indian 

agent, with a salary of dollar^; alsp for the 

appointment^f a judge, secretary of the Territory, 
■tmmey, ana matshal, with salaries of —— dol- 
lars. 

' It organizes a legislative department, to consist of 
a couiKil of five, and an assembly not to exceed 
fifty in number. Each five hundred inhabitants to 
be entitled to one representative. 

No person to be entitled to vote for representa- 
tive or to be eligible as such, unless he shall have 
been a citizen of one of United States or some Terri- 
tonr thereof, or unless he be an actual resident of 
said Territory and shall be a free white male over the 
age of twenty-one yearr, judges of ele<^on to have 
authority to interrogate, on oath, all persons offer- 
ing to vote who shall be suspected of a want of fidel- 
ity to the United States, and to reject the vote of such 
as refuse to take the oath of allegiance to the United 
States. 

-The members of the council to be elected by the 
boose of representatives, and classified by ballot so 
tlwt one snail go out aniKially; members of the 
home of representative to be elected for two yeers, 
and of the council for five years. 

The Fovemor to have a veto on all laws passed, 
unlees afterwards passed by a vote of two-tbirds; but 
all laws to be subject to be repealed by Congress. 
The bill provides for the establishment of suitable 
forts within and on the main routes leading to the 
country. 

On motion by Mr. A. V. BROWN, the above 
bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the Mat* of the Union, 



Mr. HOUSTON asked leave to introduce a bill 
on previous notice. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON observed that a number 
of the members wished to make reports from com- 
mittees, introduce bills, on leave, and offer notioes 
and resolutions. He would, therefore, move that 
the rules be suspended for one hour for the objects 
he had named. . 

This motion being adopted, the standing commit 
tees were first called in their order for reports, and 
the following were made. 

Mr. RAMSAY, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which had been referred the petition of Wm. P. 
2^izinger, reported a bill for his reUef; which was 
read the first and second times, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill firom the Senate 
for thei relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton, and it 
was referred to the C<nnmittee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DANA, from the Committee on the Post 
Ofiice and Post Roads, offered the followii^ lesoltt- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Btnhtd, That the PMtmuter General be inttmcted to re. 
port to thii Houw a itatement of all the railroad and iteam- 
boat linei which are employed to tnuupoft the mail of the 
United Statei— diriding them into claasea according to the 
importance and value of their rerricei, itating the price* 
per mile paid to each, and whether it would be expedient to 
modif r or alter auoh pricei in any re>pect, and particulsrty 
in rererrnce to the difference between night and day 
•errlce. 

Mr. CLINTON, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, offered the following resolution; whidi 
was considered and agreed to: 

Ruohtd, That the aeveral exacutive depaitmenta — to 
wit: the Tresaury, War, and Nary— report to thi« Houta 
the manner In wliich the public account! are Iiept In rela- 
tion to the public expenditorea, with a view to introdur* a 
more uniform and corrected lyatem, and aConi more astia- 
factoiy and ready lafonnstion respecting the public azpea- 
ditore. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the Commit- 
tee on Navd Aiiairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of William Taylor^d 
the same wm lefcrred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee on 
Foreign Aflfairs, offered a resolution to print 10,000 
(instead of 5,000) copies of the map of Texas, at a 
cost not exceeding twelve cents a map; which. 

On motion of Mr. SIMONS, was referred to the 
Committee on Engraving. 

Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR, from the Commit- 
taeen Revolutionarv Pensions, repMed a biU enti- 
tled an act to 'bnend the act granting half pay to 
certain widows; aud to amend the several acts and 
resolutions amendatory of the same, and extending 
the provisions thereof; which said bill was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and order- 
sd to be printed. 

Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR, from the same 
committee, reported, without amendment, a joint 
resolution amendatory of the act making appropria- 
tions for the payment of revolutionary pensions; 
and moved to refer it to ihe Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CALDWELL moved that the resolution be 
engrossed and pot upon its passage. 

The question was first put on referring the leso- 
lution to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and carried. 

Mr. T. H. SEYMOUR, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, also reported the following 
bills; which were read twice and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and Ordered to be 
printed: 

A bill for the relief of Richard Elliott; 

A bill for the relief of Susannah Scott; 

A bill for the relief Elizabeth Jones and others, 
heirs of John Carr. 

On the motion of Mr. SEYMOUR, the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Robert 
Wilmott, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

On the motion of Mr. SEYMOUR, the same cont- 
mittee was discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of John Martin, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. JOS. A. WRIOHT, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Elizabeth Fitch; and it was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF, fi«m the Committse on 
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Invalid Pensions, made a r^iort on the case of Jo- 
seph Bowlin. 

And on his motion the same committee was dis- 
ehaised fiom the flirther consideration of the case 
of John Farnham; and it was laid upon the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on InvaU 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Ismm AOm; 
and it was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

On the motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions was discharged firora the 
further consideration of the petition of Alexander 
Gutheridge; and it was laid on the vMe. . 

He also reported abill for therelief of Elijah Blod- 
gett; which was reiMl twice, and cotnmittad to the 
Commhteeof the Whole House. '> 

Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee en Com* 
meres, presented a letter ftom the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting a communication fh>m Sam- 
uel F. B. Morse, in relation to the elactro-magnetie tel- 
egraph, bearing upon the bill for the extension of 
the telegraph line from Baltimore to New Yorii: 
and, on his motion, 5,000 extra copies were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. COBB, fVom the Committee on Mileage, re- 
ported a bill to regulate the mileage of members of 
Congress; which hs said was designed to make the 
inileage unifonn. The bill oonsisted of a tingle sec- 
tion, and simply proposed that the mileage should 
be cidcttlated by the nearest and most direct mail 
route. 

The bill was read twice. 

Mr. COBB said be thought there could be no ob- 
jection to the bill: he therefore hopMl it would be 
put upon its passage. He moved that it be engross- 
ed for a third reading; and on that he moved the 
previous question. 

Mr. BARNARD objected that the bill eonld not 
be read 'three times in one day, according to the ex- 
isting rules of the House. 

The SPEAKER assented, but stated that it could 
be ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. SLIDELL hoped the gentleman from Geor- 

a weuld allow tlie bill to go to the Committee of 

>e Whole for examination. 

Mr. COBB declined to anent to the annicstieh, 
being apprehensive that luch a course woiua insure 
the defeat of the bill. 

The vote oh seconding the demand for the pre- 
vious question was taken by Messrs. John Stiw- 
ART and BtniKE, who reported 91 in the aSrmattr*: 
there was therefore a second. 

The main question was adhered to be now ptit, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed, by a ma^ 
jority of 171 to 8, as follows: 

YEAS— Messn. Abbot. Adami, Anderson, Arrington, 
Alho, Bayly, Baker, Belier, Benton, Bidlack, Jamei Blaoll, 
Janes A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Boyd. Brangle, Brintcer- 
hod'. Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Buf- 
llngtan, Butkt', Hurt, Caldwell, Carpenter, Jeremiah f. 
Carl- Callin, Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, 
Clingmnn. Cobb, Colei. Collami-r, Cranston, Croti, Cullon, 
Baia, Daniel, Garrett Darif, Richard D. Darja, John W. ' 
DsTis, Dawion, Dean. Deberry. Dickev, Dillingham, Dun. 
can, Dunlap, EUi«, Farlee, Ficklin, Fish, Florence, Foot, 
French. Fuller. OJddings, Goggin, Byram Green, Grider, 
Hale. Hannibal Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hardin, Har- 
per, ll.-'ys, Henley, Herrick, Holmes. Hopkins, Houston, 
Hubard. Hughes, Hungerford. Washington Hunt. Charlr* 
J. InG:«r.'ioll,.Io«ej.li R. In^ersnll, Trv-in, Jameson, Jenkx. Cave 
Johnson, Perley B. Johnson. Amlitw .JoIiu»oii, G. W. Jones. 
Preaton King, Daniel F. King, Labranche, Leonard, Lneaa, 
Lumpldn, Maclay, McClemand, McConneU, MoDowall, Mc- 
llvaine, Matthews, Edward Joy Morris, Joseph Morria, 
Moseley, Mniphy, Owen, Panncater. Payne, Peyton, Pol. 
lock, Eliaha R. Potter, Ilraery D. Potter, Pratt, Preston, 
Purdy, Bamiey, Ralhhon, Rayaer, Charlea M. Reed, David 
8. Raid, Reding, Relfe. Rltter, Roberta, Robinson, Rook- 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Russell, 8t. John, Sample, Scheaok, 
Senter, Semrance, Thomas H. Bevmour, David L. Sey- 
mour, Himona, Simpson, All>ert Smith, Thomas Smith, Ca 
leb R, Smith, Robert Smith, Bteenrod, Stephens. Stetson, 
Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Stilea, James W. Stone, 
Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Summers, STkea, Taylor, Thomas- 
son, Thompson. Tibbatta, Tilden, 'Tucker, Tyler, Vance, 
Vanmeier, Weller, Wentworth. Wethered, Wheatoa, John 
White, BeiOamln \mt», WUUama, WInthrop, Woodwaid, 
William Wright, and Joseph A. Wright-171. 

NATS— Mesera. Edward J. Black, Bowlin. Dongltaa, 
Hoge, James B. Hunt, Isasc E. Morse, Slidell, ana VIn. 
ton— 8 

The SPEAKER inquired if any gentleman ob- 
jected to the third reading of the bill at this timtf 

Mr. HALE moved the previous question. 

Mr. BARNARD and other gentlemen objected to 
the third reading. 

The bill consequently lies over till to- morrow. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice that when it 
came up, he should ask leave to introduce an amend- 
ment to deduct the pier diem of members when ab- 
sent from their setts. 
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Th« roll oTiSi Statea was then called for reaolu- 
tiona; and ther were received, aa folfowa: 

Mr. HALEoffered the follawing reaolution; which 
waa agreed to: 

JUiolnii, That the Becretarjr of the Nary b« raqneit- 
•d t« inform thu Houn what umtncta, itutj, hare been 
inaAi bv that department liDce Jannair 1, 1841, vith A- O. 
H A. w. Seuon, or aitber, for the ItanuaUiig of piae timber 
or lumber to the aeTeralnaTy-yarda, or either or them; the 
pepeta inl which propoaala for tuch contracti or contract 
vera published; the prioea paid for inch timber or lamber, 
together with the prices miid for similar artiolea baibre 
each eoDtcftot was entered into; and also, what contract, if 
any, lias been made with the sane indiridnala for the trans- 
portation of supplies to our tereral foreign navat stations; 
Om papers io which such praposnls Ibr contracts were pob- 
lisbaa; the prices paid therefbr; together with the prices 
paid for the same before such oontiacf was entered into. 

Mr. REDING offered the followiiig-, which waa 
agreed UK 

Ketolasd, That the Comraittet oa the Post Offlce and Post 
Baada be tnatmoted to inquire into the ezpediepcy of ra- 
Mttiag a bill to proride for the transmission of newspapers 
JB the united States mail bee of postage within the limits 
of the^congressional districts in which aey may be printed 

The hour Tor which the rules bad,beeD suspended 
haviog expired, 

On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH and of Mr. 
DOUGLASS, the rules were further suspended to 
to complete dte call of the States and Territories for 
resolutiona, (including also bills and noticea of 
bills.) 

[Amessaxe was received {rota the Senate, an- 
nouncing Uie passage by that body of certain bills, 
Ae.1 

Resolutions were further received, as follows: 

Mr BAKER offered the foUowug, which was 
agreed to: 

Renltitd, That the Committee on Military A/Tan be di- 
rected to consider the expediency of naaUng land bounties 
to the snrriTing soldiers of the "old fourth regiment' of 
the United ttatea Infantry. 

Mr. D. P. KING offered the following; which waa 
•greed to, 

Sssoind, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
lagforthe erection of a lunatic asylum for the reception 
afnuaae penons in the military and naval serrioa ol the 
Vatted States; of tlie insane poor of the District, and such 
o^er insane persons as may he eommiltedi by their friends. 

Mr. SIMONS offered the following; which was 
i^reed to: 

Sssslscd, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
infom this House why a report of commissioners to make 
experiments of inventions designed to prevent the explo- 
sion of steem-boUars, which was promised early in the last 
aearien, has not been published. Also, when the same may 
beespeeted, if ataU. 

Mr. JOHN STEWART ofiered the following; 
which was agreed to: 

Hsiolnii, That the SecretaHes of War end the Navy be, 
and the same are hereby, directed to fnmish the House of 
Reprssentativei with information as to the quantity of 
aounuoition of the various lunds annually used in the 
respective services under their oontroL 

Also, what quantity iiava the respective services noW on 
hand, arid what quantities of the diSerent Idnds is deemed 
expedient or nbcessary to keep on hand to be in proper pro- 
portion to our other military and naval services. 

Mr. CATLIN offered the fbllowing; 'which waa 
agreed to: 

Jlssoliwd, That the Committee of Ways and Means be, 
and they are hereby. Instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of providing by law for the admlsaion of gnano, and 
other inasnres imported for agticulttiral purposes, duty 
fie*. 

Mr. DILLINGHAM offered the following; which 
waa agreed to: 

Jksshwd, That the Committee on the Public Lands l>e di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of granting a township 
or public. land to |theX.Norwich University, at Norwich, 
Vermont. 

Mr. BYRAM GREEN offered the following; 
which was agreed to: 

IZcfo/i»^, That the Committee on Commerce be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of malting an appropriation 
to improve the harl>or of Pultneyville, Wayne county, New 
Toik. 

INKLIGIBniTr Of"pRE8IDENT. 

Mr. W. HUNT, in accordance with previous no- 
tice, introduced a joint resolution to amend the coo- 
atitution of the United States, so as to render the 
President of the United States ineligible for re-elec- 
tion. 

The resolution having been twice read, 

Mr. H. moved its reference to a select committee 
of five members, and that it be printed. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH called for the reading of 
the resolution; which waa read aecordinglv. 

Bar. DOUGLASS moved its reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The question on the leferenec to (he Committee 



on Ihe Judidary (beine first in order) was taken by 
tellers, and was decided in the sffirmative — ayes 76, 
noes not counted. 

So the subject was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. PATERSON, (the rule being 
dispensed with,) 

lUnlved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
report to tliii House the amount of postage received at each 
and all the principal post oflees upon ul the mail routes 
upon which private expresses have been established in the 
States bf Pennsylvania, New York, and all Ihe New Eng- 
land States, New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, for four 
snccesiivtt Years, endine upon the SOthofJune last; also 
what would have been tine iiicrease of the revenue from the 
saate olBcaa, as near as he can estimate the same, predicated 
upon the increase of business and population. 

Mr. FISH, in accordance with previous notice, 
introducod a bill to authorize the sale of the site of 
Fort Gansevoortg.in the city of New York, and the 
purchase of certain lands on Staten Island, used for 
the defence of the harbor of New York; which waa 
twice read, and, on motion of Mr. F., referrad to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be prmted. 

Mr. PRATT, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion to secure a more perfect accountability for the 
care of public property; which being read the first 
and second time, 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, the same was order- 
ed to be engroated for a third reading, and then 
read the third time, and passed. 
, Mr. ROGERS offered a reaolution directing the 
Committee on Commerce to inquire into the exp»- 
diency of making an ^propnation {or the further 
improvement of the. harbor of White Hall, on Lake 
Champlain: agreed to. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL presented the petition 
ofsnndrycitizenaofPeniiaylvania, in fhvor of appro- 
priating the public lands for the gradual abolition of 
alarery in the United Stales and Territories, and for 
oompenaatinff oitizena for their slaves. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the petition on 
the table. 

Mr. ADAMS caUed for the yeas and naya; 
which being ordered, resulted in — yeaa 117, lucyt 
49, aa foUows: 

TEAS — Messrs. Arrinjrton, Ashe, Bayly, Belser, Ben- 
ton, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James A. Black, Blackwall, 
Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, BrinkerhoO; Brodfaead, A. V. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Burkv, Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Jeremiah E. Cary, ShepardCary, Catlin, Causin, Reuben 
Chapman, Chappeil, Clinch, CUngmaa, Cobb, Celea, Cross, 
CuUom, Dana, Daniel, Oasrett Davia, John W. Davis, 
Dawson, Deberty, Donglasi, Dunlap, Ellis, Ficklin, 
French, Fuller, Byram Oreen, Orider, Hannibal Hamlin, 
Hammett, Handsoo, Hays, Heidey. Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, 
HoplcfTiw, H'^TT-foTi. Hubard, Ilughe^. James B. Hunt, 
Janu-soii, t a\ e Johnson. Andrew Johnson, Gtorge W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Pr«ston Kio^, Labranche, 
Lucas, Lumplcin, Lyon, Maclay, McClemand, McConnell, 
Mathews, Isaac E. Morse, Murphy, Owen, Pannen- 
ter, Payne. Peyton, Pollock. Elisha H. Potter, Pratt, 
Preston, Purdy, Rayner, Davids. Reid, Reding, Roberts, 
Russell, St. John, Sentor, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. 
Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Smith, Sleenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Stiles, James W. 
Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thompson, 
Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wcthcred, John 
White, Benj'amin White, Williams, and Woodward— 117. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barnard, Bulling- 
ton. Chilton, Collamer, Cranston, Dickey, Florence, Foot, 
(biddings, Edward S. Hamlin, Hardin, Hudson, W. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingcrsoll, Joseph R. Ingersoli, Irvin, Jenks, 
I'erlcy B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, McDowell, Mcllvaine, 
F.dward J. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moselev, Pat«rson, 
R^msc}', Rnthbiin, fhnrtrs M, Rrrd, Rockwell, V.otjcn), Sam. 
pie, Schback, Sevensoce, Jobn T. Smith, Caleb B. bmith, An- 
drew Stewart, Thomasson, Tllden, Tyler, Vance, Vanme- 
ter, Vinton, Winthrop, William Wright, and Joseph A. 
Wright-49. 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. E. J. MC^RIS ofiered the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Rrnlvri, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in. 
structed to Inquire into the expediency of amending the 
naturalization laws, so that the name of every emigrant shall 
be r**gi8tered at the custqm-honse, acertidcnte of which reg- 
istration shall be indispensable proof of the term of residence 
necessary to natunllzation; and also further to amend the 
law, so that the right of suffrage shall not be granted until 
two years alter naturali7.atlon; and to inquire what other 
amendments arc necessary to the naturalization laws forthe 
prevention of the frauds now practised under then; and Cor 
the preservation of tha purty of the elective iiancbiso. 

Mr. A. STEWART offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Retotced. That the f'ommlttec on Invalid Pensions be In- 
structed to Inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to Robert Dinsmore, a soldier of the late war. 

On motion of Mr. C. M. READ, it was 
Rttolved, That the Committee on Commerce be Instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria* 
tion for improving the navigation bf Lake St. Clair, byre* 
Diorinf the pbstracUons en St Clair flats. 



Mr. RAMSEY desired to offer the resohition 
frequently ofl%red before, to order the prtntitv of 
Professor Johnson's report on the adaptation ^va- 
rious kinds of coal to the generation of steam; but 
objection was made, and it was not received. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL ofleied the fiidiowine 
resolution: 

Rttolrtd, That the persons employed by the Rouse at this 
Congress be paid at ihe close of this session, from the con- 
tingent fond, an aatoant equal to that paid to individnals aaak 
ilarly employed by the Senate for the same period. 

Bfr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay Uon the 
ble; which was decided by yeaa and naya, as fol- 
lows — yeas 93, nays 62; 



Y£A&— Messrs. Abbot, Arrington, B^ly , Baiter, Belsrr, 

snton, James Black, James A.Blaek, iUeekwell, Boyd, 

Brengle, Brinkerlwlf, Aaron V. Blown, BaAwton, Bmke, 

Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. CaiT, Shepard, 



Carey, Reuben Chapman, Chappeil, CHncfa, CH) 

Coliuier, Croas, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Oamtt . 

Richard D. Davis. John W. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dsu- 
lap, Farlee, Florence, French, Oiddingt, Byram Oreen, 
Orider, Harper, Herriok, Hopkins, Houston, Hnshes, 
Hangeiibrd, Washington Hunt. Irvin, Cave Johnsoa. 
Perley B. Johnaon, Andrew Johnson, George W. Joaes, 
Andrew Kennedy, Labranche, Lucas, McConnell, McDow- 
ell; Edward J. Morris, Freaman H. Msne, Owen, Par. 
menter, Payne, Peyton, Preaton, Pordy, Bathban, Rayaer. 
Charles M. Raed, David S. Bald, RitterjIleckweU, Bonn. 
8L John, Senior, Severance, Simons, Slapaan, «»Ss»ii 
Thomas Smith, Staenrod.'Stiles, Alfred P. Stone, Strang. 
Stammen, Taylor, Tilden, Tucker, Vinton, Wheaten, Ben. 
jamin White, Williama, and Woodward— M. 

NAYS.— Messia. Adams, Ashe, Bernard, Bldlaek. Ed- 
ward J. Black, BowUn.Brodhaad, William J. Brown, Cat- 
lin, Causin, Chilton, Cobb, Craston, Dawson, Doarbiaa, 
Ellis, Fish, Foot, Hale, Hannibal Hamila, Edward S. Hmlin. 
Hammett,> Hardin, Hays, Holmes, Hoge, Hnbaid, James 
B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoli, Joseph H. lagerseU. Jenks, 
Daniel P. King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Maclay, MeClaraasi, 
Mcllvaine, Matliaws, Moseley, Pottit, PoUoek, EltefaaB. 
Potter, Ramsey, Roberts, Scbenok, Thoaaa H Baymoar, 
David L. Seymour, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Sobart 
Smith, Tbemassoa, Thompson, TIbbalts, Tyler, Vanmeter, 
Weller, Wentworth, Welhered. John White, Wintluop, 
William Wright, and Joseph A. Wri|^— «a. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
On the motion of Mr. PRESTON, it waa 
Retohed, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of making an appropriation of an appropria- 
tion for the removal of an obstruction te tha navuatiOB of 
the Susquehanna river at its mouth, near Havre do Once, 
Maryland. 

On motion of Mr. 6RENGLE, it waa 

Resohied, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of ceding to tLe 
State of Maryland the stBok of the unitad Statea in the 
Cheaapealie and Okie Canal company. 

On the motion of Mr. CHILTON, it was 
Renlrni, That the Secretary of War be required to eon 
mnnicate to this House all tha papers and documents en Sle 
in the Pension OOce relating to the application tf James 
Oreen for a pension as a midshipman In the navy ditring the 
war of tbje^revolution. 

On the motion of Mr, STEENROD, it was 
Rewind. That the fbrther sum of $«« be paid fnu the 
contingent fund of the House of Representativea, being ons 
half of the amount necessary to complete the paymoitef 
the expenditures attending the funeral of thoae penons 
who were Icilled oa board Uw Princeton ateamahip. 

On the motion of Mr. RAYNER, it waa 

Rttaktd, That tha Committee on Commerce be instmctsd 
to inquire Into the expediency of abolishing the olBce •( 
surveyor of the port for tl>e town of Windsor, In North Ca^ 
olina. 

Mr. HOLMES offered the following joint reaolu- 
tion; which lies over one day, under the rules: 

lUulved, That the United Slates continues to beverrse* 
sibly afl'ccted by the circumstance of the govemmnot of 
Denmark having, in the year 1779, caused a numticr of 
their prizes to be delivered to Great Britain; and the moia 
so, as no part of their conduct had forfeited their claim t* 
those rights of hospitality which civilized nations exlead 
to each other. That not only a sense of justice doe to the 
individuals interested in these prizes, but also an earnest de- 
sire that no Buhjert of discontent may check the cultivstioa 
and progress of that friendship which they wish may sair 
slst and increase between the two countries, prompt tbs 
United States to remind the government of Denmark of tbs 
transaction in riuestion, and tliey fiattcr themselves thsttbif 
government will concur with thorn in thinking timt, as resl^ 
tution is not practicable, it Is reasonable and just thst tbs 

tovemment of Denmark should render, and that the L'sited 
tates should accept, a compensation equivalent to the valac 
of the. said jtrizcs. 

Riiilrri, That the President of the ITnlted States be n- 
quested to inform this House what progress, if any, hM 
been made in the negotiotions now pending, with the ricv 
of bringing the subject to an early termination. 

On the motion of Mr. STILES, it was 
Rtnlrrd, That the Committee of Claims he inttnicted Is 
inquire into the expediency of compensating the hein of 
Mary Ker for the loss ofproperty sustained in the serrios 
of the United SUtes. 

On Ihe motion of Mr. E. J. BLACK, it was 
Rneittd, That the Committee on Ihe Post CMBce and Foil 
Boads be instructed to Inquire into the expediency and «* 
prtety of reporting a bOl or Joint reaolatien lor the leM 
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[OmUuvti from M. 4.] 
of John B. Dratoa ud Ctrta* Hrawhtji, ud report tht 
■Koe to thii Hoom; isd th«t tfaa pctltfoa (ccompanTiiis thli 
raaolutioD b» Kfemd to laid committee. 

On the motion of Mr. TIBBAITS, it wm 

JtwoAwJ, Th«t the Conmittee on the MiUU*iba liutnet- 
tofat '"'tou'"^ *^ •xpediency of adopting S« fcUowii^ 

«r M< Ouud Statu ^Jfmtrtct in CnpKn at^Ui, Thet 
"""".•PPrOTed April M, 1808, proridingfor the aimtwr 
■ad MOippW the militia of th« ifaited Btatoe and TerritJ 
Tl««, be. and ttie nme !• hereby, amended, lo tint one au»r. 
ter ofth* aaid anpitrpiiation ihall be expended In the witei^ 
xnvor awiins*ioo Inranted and maoufkctund by Samuel 
Colt; prarided Colt will tanUh the required ouantUr en 
?»•**»* ^^ —.'"> la* tupplied the nme Und of 'car- 
tnogei li»r the <ue of the regular aerrlce of the United Statea. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a joint resolution to repod a part of the 
joint reMkUon of Uie 11th of September, 1841, rel- 
atire to armories, arsenals, and forts, &c; whidi 
was twice nad, and lies over. 

ONS'HOUR RtTLI. 

Mr. DCNCAN am notice that on to-morrow 
*• wooM mote for leaye to iatnodaee a resolution to 
>«peal the Mill role of the Hoase, usualtv known 
ma the hour rale. ' 

Mr. WUNKERHOPF offeitid the foUowin*. 
which was agreed to: 

» *«*«'. nuttOM Committee on Cosuneree be inftneted 
!• iaqak* Into the «qMdfeney of repoittnga bfll makiagan 
JOTTopriatlon of $ifiiotot the eompleSon of the W^for 
<ha piMerratioa of the haibor at Sanduaky city, aa lecom. 
Mended by the bnreau of topognphical engineen. 

On motion of Mr. SCHBNCK, 

««•&«<, That the Committee of Way. and Meani be la- 
atjaeledto Inquire and report whether lome amendment la 
Bot necessary la the law regulating the oompenaation of 
coatom-houe gwmn tor asoeiUioiag, by eatiante or 
•Ibenrije, the wei^t of molasses in«orted bto the United 
■tntca, which pays a apeeiSoduiy per pound. 

_Mr. McILVANE, from the Committee on the 
Sxpanditurcs in the War Department, raported the 
ioUowiaf raaolutiou: . 

konwneau iMde by U. — . Chpert, ladiaa aMat, 
f*'.!^£**'*¥'^ Sep««Bber«o, iSMTaad nitaaanlSri 

MM, sad also the aothority for sneh payment. 

Mr. BURKE^ from t)i« Committee on the Libi»> 
2. reported, with amendments, the bill proTidine 
roruM. purchase of certain copies of Uie oistoryof 
Oregon and California, and the dther tenitoriea on 
the northwest coast of America. 

Mr. DAWSON gave notice 6/ a motion for 
Mtveto introduce a tin making Baton Rouge, in 
Loniaiana, the pergianent locauon for the omce of 
the atirveyor general of said State, and for other 
ptirposes; also, to introdocs a bill to authorirs a 
•unrey of the mouth of the Red river, and for other 
panoses. 

Mr. r. E. MORSE ga»e notice of a motion for 
ware to introduce a bill to aid the courts of the 
■ereial States and Territories in procuring and 
taking testimony in certain coses. 

Mr. SLIDELL oSeted the . feUowing; which was 
agreed to: 

Rt«ktd, That the rommlttM on Commi-irp be direeted 
Wlnqnire into thl expedirnry of making an erpraprlhtiaa 
■w the erection of acmtom-hoinf at Nrw Orlcana. 

DUTY ON SALT. 
Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS oflenxl the following 
nsoutian; on which he demanded the previous 

Jleseln< That the Comnfttee of Wtya and Means be in- 
sttneted to report a bill to repeal the dwy on salt 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART moved to lav the 
resolution on the table. 

The SPEAKER remarked to the gentlenian that 
thSM was dready a biU on the calendar for the same 

Mr. DAVIS said he preferred to have an expres- 
■en of the sense of the Hoase on this resolution. 

Mr. EDWARD J. BLACK desired to move an 
•nendmsaL if it was in oider. 

The SPEAKER said an amendment was not in 
•fdsr, the previous questioq having been moved. 

Tbe yeas and nays were called for on the motion 



tt lay en the table, and the ({aesiion being taken by 
tellen,tbe House reftised to order the yeas and 
nays— aye* 84, noes 99, (not a «fth of the membeis 
voting for the yeas and nays— the nnmber reoaired 
by the eonstittitiain to order then.) 

The question was then taken by tellers, and deci- 
ded in the afflrmatire— ayes 71, noes 58. 

So the resolu tion was laid on the table. 

Mr. PETTIT offered the Mowing resolution; 
which wu agreed to: 

il<i«fcxd. That the Committee on fublic Lands be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the prorlalona 
of the preemption lawto the laada known as "the great 
Miami reaerration" in Indiana. 

Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT introduced a bill 
for the relief of Elizabeth Pitch; which was twice 
read, and refisrrad to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Penskms. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH moved the fbllowing 
nsohition; which was laid on the table one day, un- 
der the rule: 

JtssolMd, That the Cleric report tq Ihia Houae the amount 
paid each year (or books atau:e the commencement of the 
ayatem ef futnlaUag them to membarai the amouBl ttwU 
coat to lUl the order adopted at the last session; the number 
of memben of Congress that are aew reeelTlag and who 
hare received the same before, vt the "public arehives" 
printed by an order of this House; and what will be the 
probable number of volumes that will yet be printed of that 
woth, and what it win coat per volume. 

On motion of Mr. SAMPLE, 

Jtsaefesd, That Urn Committee en PubUe Lands Inqaire 
into the expediency of providing for the drainage of the 
wet lands in the land dhtrictt of Fort Wayne andwinamae 
land olBces, in the State of Louisiana. 

WABASH AND KRIE CANAL. 

Mr. OWEN, pursuant to notice, askod and ob< 
tained Iqrve to introduce a bill to grant certain lands 
in the State of Indiana, the better to enable the said 
Stale to extend and complete the Wabash and Erist 
canal ftom Tern Haute to the Ohio river; which 
was read twice, and, on Mr. O.'s motion, re&rred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HBNLEY effared the following resolution: 




IhatBoadjoananeatahall take place prior to that time. an. 
lHsbyav<ilaertwa.airds. 



Mr. HOLMES, and many others, objected; and 
Mr. H. ^foposmgio debate the rMolutMn, it was 
laid over. 

On motion, it was 

Rtnktd, That when Ike Hoase a^Jetna it alloum to 
awet on Thursday aant 

XXHIBtTION OF rOHXIQN rLAGS AND AUER- 
ICAN FLAGS. 
Inpursuance of pnivioas notice, Mr. HAM- 
METT asked Isare to inirodaoe a jiant tesolntion, 
making a disposition of foreign flags which have 
been tiUcen in battle, and of auch flag* of the United 
States as have been used in memoraUs batties, as fol- 
lows: 

Btil macltd ty tkt StMU and Hnut ^ tUfnitnlativa vf 
lis UnUti Statu tf Amrriea te Cofurasa oonilM, Thst 
all the foreign Hags in possession of the United States that 
have been taken In battle, and anch Amaalcan Oaga now in 

Kssesslon of gOTvrament as have been used in memoroble 
Ulea, shall he placed in the Rotundo of the Capitol in <nch 
coaaplcuoua manner as the Joint Committee on the Library 
of roogreia may direct. 

Mr. H. naid he hoped the reao!ution would be 
now paseed, as he thought no member could object 
toil. 

After some eonvenation, it was referred to the 
Committee on Pablie Bnildings asd Grounds. 

Mr. THOMPSON, on leawe, introdneed a bffl to 
l^ixe the sales of public lands made at the Choo. 
chuma and Columbus land districts, Mississippi; 
which being read the first and second time- 
Mr. T. msved that it be put on its pawage. This 
bill, he observed, had passed both Houses of Con- 
gress at the last session, and received the signatures 
of the presiding officers of both Houses; but, fail- 
ing to receive the signature of the President for 
want of ume, it did.not become a law. As it was 
entirely unexceptionable, he hoped there would be 
no objection to passing it at once. 
Some objections being made.— 
Tba SPEAKER intunated that it was neesMary, 



under the rules, to reArthk ball to the Coomitte* 
«f the Whole. 

After some eMiveraatien — 

Mr. THOMPSON acquiesced in the nfeience of 
the bill to the Committee of the Wliole on the stats 
of the Union; and it was aeooidingty go lefemd. 

ANNEXATION or TEXAS. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, in porsuanee of notice ghren, 
obtained leave, and introduced a joint resolution for 
the annexation ef Texas to the United StsiMs, in 
conformity with the treaty of 1803 for the purchase 
of Louisiana. 

The resolution, wlich is in t)ie following words, 
was read the first and second time, and, on motieit 
of Mr. D., referred to the Committee of tiie Whok 
on the stltte of the Union: 

Joint reseintiena fer the 'reaimezaliea of Texsa teUw Vai- 

ted Statea, in conformity with the treaty of eighteen ha» 

dred and three, lor the purchase of Loiuaiana. 

Whereas, by the proviaioua of the treaty efei^ileea haa. 

dred and three, between the United Mates aa* RaaWk «•»• 

monly called the Louisiana treaty, all that ceaalsy kaowa 

ts Texts was ceded and conveyed te the UidM Ststsi: end 

wheisM it was stlpoiated in the said Inatyihal the Habl. 

tants of the ceded tenitoty should be ineoiposated laM th« 

union of the United States, and admitted as soea as rHslhle. 

according te the principles of the federal coastitttUoa, te tha 

•n|oymaiit of all the i^hts, advantages, and lanaualtles of 

oltixensof the United States, and in t 



be prelected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, srapar' 
ty, and the religion which they professed; and wheaeastte 

Sretent inhabitants of Texas, being the rightful owners 
leieeC have signified their willingness and desire «e be i»' 
annexed to the ITnited States and incoiponted into Uw 
Union, according to the principles of the federal ceastttB- 
tion and the stipulations of the said treaty: therefore— ^ 

.Br ilraselesd iy Uks Stnatsatid Han— tf R*fntrKtmitiM»*/ 
tkt Unittd Stain rf .Omtrica <« Ctnfrtm ammilsd, That,' 
from and alter the passing of these Nsolntioas, and the c«b- 
Currenee of the sapreme aathorttiat of Texas therein, tha. 
country known as Texas be, aSd the same Is hereby,' 
reanaexsd to and made a portion onhe territory of the United ' 
Stales; and the iahaUlaato of the said tenitery of Taaaa 
shall be incorporated into the naion of the Unitad SMaa. 
tadadmlMBdassoonaSpossMa, accoidiag to the nineiples 
of the Metai constftutiao, to the enjeyiseat A tUlR 
rights, advantages, aad Immualtiea of eltissns of Hw' 
Vaiiad aWesj and In tha mean time they ahaU b« protected 
tot^^McitJeymenl^ttieir Uberty , property , atiti Ote re- 

a. .dtuIKa {tjarthtr rtiOctd, That the ooaaliT heseky 
reannexed ahall be knoetn aa the Territory of Texaa: ana 
nntll farther ptoviaton dull be made, the existlM laws of 
Texas, net inconslalaal wHk those nsalntions, shaO main 
in font; and all SBoeatlv* aad Jadtoial ollcen of Taaaa 
sball retain their aOsea, subject to the aolhori^ of tfaaUai. 
ted States, with ill the power anl authority apperisilBiK - 
therato, not inconsisteat with, and necessary to catty lalo 
execttlion tlie objeots andbuiposa^ of these resolotionsiaad 
the oouru of JasUee shall Teaaaia aa tl present ititshllsksd 
and otgaalied. 

S. ,ani br Ufwriktr m>lr«l, That aH titles to real estate, 
valid under the existiBf laws of Texas, shall be deemed and 
heU vaUd by the Unttnl Slates. 

4. .Aid ie <(yiir(*(rKssie«d, That the public lands in the 
said Territory of Texas, ha, and the same an hereby, 
pledged for tha payment of the debts tor which tha tallh of 
Texas stands pledged, supposed not to exceed ten mOUona 
of doUan; and la addltioA to the public lands hetahy 
pledcad, all the net rsvenue derived from customs shd du- 
ties Imposed on the importation of ibieign merokandite, sad 
collected within <he BmlU of the ealdTerrttwyef Texas, 
after deducting a snm sufflcieat to deftay the expenses In. 
enrred by the unitad States tor the support of the said Terri. 
lory ef Texas, shall be appUad to thepeyment oftheaald 
debu of Teaas, nntil the saasa ahall be extlagniahed; and af. 
ter the extinguishment of aaid debts, the reeidue of the pa«. 
cHtdsofthe aalea ef aaid laada, and the aaid cnatoma and 
duties, liiall go into the treopiir)- of the I'nitod States. ' 

5. .Sad if i: fi^-tk^r rr—hfi. That the amount and validity 
ef oaitl driita tthall be a<ceiiaint*'l. aitd the said huads dls. 
po>.ei1 of. anit the pror< i-qh thcivut. and tlte kaid duties and 
cnatoma a|n>liBU to their payijii*nt In nui h manner as the 
rongres" of Itir I nitpd Stitlp* nhall direct 

6.^,-iniibr it farthir rrtoirfd. 'I hat I he territoty and prop* 
f rty lwrpt>y »nnp««l and ceiled to the United statu*, shut 
(hi coiutraed to rmbrare all public lots and squares, vacant 
lands, mines, mineral*, Raltlnkri and aprittgs, public ediflcea. 
fortificBtions, barracks, porta, and harbors; luvy and navy, 
yards; doclu, magaiines, arms, armaments. aiM eeoeutre. 
meats; archives and nablic documents; public ftuids, debts, 
taxes, and dues, unpaid at the time of annexation. 

T. .Ami ht it fiurtktr rrmtttd. That it shall be tiM duty of 
the Coogrcstf of the United State*, in Jinioting ofihe public 
lands, to appropriate the sixteenth spcuon of every town- 
ship to the pnrveeea of education; and when the same can- 
not be so applied in conseqaenre of previous granta, or 
other ceuae*, equal provision ahall be made by grant of 
land elsewhere in the said territory. 

Sl Aiut kt U /urtkT maitU, That nothing herefai roa- 
tatned ahall be coaalrned to aflcct or In any war Inteifere 
with the sixth section of the act approved the sixth of 
March, elghtean hundred and twenty, admitting Ike State 
ef Missoon into the ITnten, aad commonly eallad the Mi«. 
soeri cempreBlse, that act having pas s ed and approve^ 
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prtor M th« nUAetOoa at tb« tnstjr eomaionlx called tha 
ylofU* •tcXt, br wkieh Traai -WW eadad to Mia. 

«. .«|4 k U firtJur T—k»4. Tin* if uy dlnatM ilwll 
«il»« wMi «ay tw^lffww rwpfirtliir th> wwtont t—nd- 
•17 •TTaau, Um rrMUotofthe United Stetot toheicbr i«- 
^anUt to «p«n >n o H« t l nii i tor the tdjiutaeiit or the 
•eiae apen Jut end hooeiabie tenu, u won u then mo- 
iMioneihall be eooonmdlBbjr tberapTeMUUhoritieeof 
Texa*. 

M. .«•' ^ « >rtl<r nwfcvd. That thoM nwlotioof tl» 
bei«b]r deelered to be the (nndeanntal law of onion be- 
tween tha United Staleaaad Texaeu aeon aa the ravranie 
anthofitiaa of Texa* aheU aneeto the iaBa; andn«hall 
be the dnty of the Pmident of the United State*, » toon ai 
lM*hallb««fleiall7notifM ofmchafrcementon the part 
of Taua, to aoaounee he saiM by pnelaaatlon. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, in punoanee of notice 

E'veo, adced and obtained leare, and introduced a 
U for the relief of Wm. MeCnley. and a bill for 
the relief of leaae Barker; both of which were twice 
read, and refened to the Conmiltee of the Whole 

Hoiiie. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave, introduced a biU 
to eOMtruct a marine hoifMlal at Cliicaeo, providing; 
the aame can be done from the proceetU or the lalea 
of the military reaerrationa in laid State: read the 
Unt and aeeond time, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the atata of the Union. 
Mr. 8AMPLB offered the foltowinj^ reaolatien: 
UuohU, That the Committee on Fnblic Land* inqoln 
Into the eapedieney of prOTiding by law for the drainage of 
the wet Imida la the land diitriet* of rort Wayne and win- 
■aauo land offlea*, in the State of Indiana. 

Mr. FICKLIN gave notice of a motion for leaTe 
tointrodute a bill to provide for'diepokingof the 
public huida to the Statea in which they lie, upon 
equitable terms, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HA&DIN offered the following resolution; 
which was acieed to: 

JtMsfccd, That the Committee on the Jndiclary be in- 
stmoted to inquire into the eapedieney of pa*(ing a law to 
pmrent the traaaportation to, and landing in, the United 
Btataa, of conTlcted criminal* end ofpaapen, tent by the 
eOeer* of any foreign goremment to De landed in the 
I/nited Stale*. 

Mr. McCLERNANO offend the following reso- 
lution; which, on notice of debate, lies oven 

JlMeiMd, That the penon* employed in the packing- 
Tooa la*t •etaion, be allowed tlte aame compenaation for 
their (errie* that the n>e**engen of tlii* Hou*e receive- 

Mr. McCLERNANITofiered the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Runhti, That the Committee on Comawice be inatmct- 
•d to intniire into the aapedienoT of making an adennate ap- 
propriation fl>r the renoral of the obttradUon* to the nari- 
Sttion of the M1«*i**lppi at the Otaai rasida, and of the 
hlo at the grand and littl* ekain* In *aid rfret. 

Mr. BEUBHR gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
•ome dav thereafter, he would ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill to refund to the State of Alabama a cei^ 
tain amount of money therein named, and due to the 
said State, for ezpendidturea on account of Indian 
hostilitiee in the yean 1836 and 1837. 

Mr. REUBEN CHAPMA^ offend the following 
resolution; which was conaidend and agreed to: 

Kt—Uitd, That the Committee on Revolationary Fenaion* 
be inatmcted to inquire into the euediency of ajlowiag 
penaion* to Ellxabeth Akin, Ellxebeth Merrill, BryaS 

Imlth, Blla* Storli^, and Baahait, all of Al.hjm. 

iihip* papera are now on lUe in the Fenaion oiSoe. 

Mr. HOUSTON rave notice of his intention to. 
morrow, or some subseouent day, to introduce a bill 
to cede to the Stale of Alabama the public lands in 
that Slate for purpoees of education. 

, Mr. BOWUN gave notice that he would to-mor- 
mw.or some subs«iuent day, aak leave to introduce 
a bin to amend the act entitled "An act to regulate 
tnde and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to 
preserve peace in the territories" approved June 30, 

Mr. BOWLIN offered the following resolution; 
-which lies over one day: 

n—lttd. That the Preddent of the United Statea he re- 
qneated to eaoae to be communicated to thia Houae the pro- 
coediiig* and arldence taken in the examination into the 
oUclaTcondnct of Sila* Beed, (orreyor general of iUinoia 
and Mlaaonri, taken at 8t. toui* in the State of Mlaaouri 
daring the year ISM, together with all the papem and dec- 
vaenia lelatlng thereto. 

Mr. HUGHES sffered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

JieaeiMd, That the Committee on the Public Land* in- 
qaiia Into Uie eapodlancy of patenting to Jamea E. Noel 
and othera, anch public Unda *a they may hereafter aelect 
in ronaidention of money dppoaited by them to enter cer- 
toiii land* anecifled in cerdlcate* iMaed by WiUiam 
J*I*«^^*V/' •''"''''• mwiey* at Palmyra, Ml**ouri, 
bnt uaed by aald nweiver to hU own privato um. 

Mr. CROSS submiued the following rMolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

KtmUti, That the Committee on PnbUc Landa be Inatrart- 
pi to intuit* into th* azpedieoo^p of changing the boundary 



of the Red rirer land diatriet, in the State of Aikanaa*. lo 
a* to maka the Waahita (lirar, from the month of the Uttie 
Mi**onii liver, conatitate a aoftioa of the eaetem boundary 
theavot 

Mr. DAWSON gave aolioe of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill making Baton Rouge, in Lou- 
isiana, the permanent location for the office of the 
surveyor general of said State^ and for other pur- 
poees; alio, notioe of a motion for lot ve to intro- 
duce a bill to authorize a survey of the mouth of the 
Red river, and for other purposes. 

Mr. ISAAC E. MORSEf gave notice of a mo- 
tion for leave to inkt>duce a bill to aid the cotirti of 
the several States and Territories in procuring and 
taking testimony m certain cases. 

Mr. SLIDELL offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Rttolrri, That the Committee on Commerce be inatrueted 
to inqaire into and repert upon the expediency of making 
appiopriationa lor the erection of a coatom-houae at New 
Orlean*. 

Mr. JAMES B. HUNT, on leave, introduced a . 
bill to amend the act entitled "An act to establiah 
the northern boundary line of Ohio, and to provide 
for the admiasion of the State of Michigan into the 
Union, upon the conditions therein expressed," ap- 
proved, June 15, 1836: read the fint and second 
thne, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

_ Mr. LYON offered the following resolution; which 
lies over one day on notice of deMte: 

Rtwivti, That the Secretary of the tnttary be teqnect- 
ed to fumiah to thia Houae a copy of a letter dated the 
Mth November, 1S3S, and the paper* oceompanying th* 
*am* addieaaed to the Secretary of the TTeaaaryDy John 
Shelden, eaq., regiater of the land office at MinenX Point, 
on the aubject of the alleged (Hud* in the *alc of mineral 
land* in the TerriWiy of Wi*eon*in. 

The House then adjourned over to Thursday 
next. 

The foHowiiu; noticea of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reportere by the memben 
presenting them: 

By Mr. DILLINOHAM: The petition and memorial of the 
truateea of -the Norwich Unireraity and othera, aaUng a 
grant of public land to that inatitutioo: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Landa. 

By. Mr. J. W. DAVIS: Sundry petitiona, algned by abtut 
1,M0 peraona, citizena of the State of Indiana, praying Con- 
greaa to grant certaJn landa to aaiiat the State in corapleling 
the Wabaah and Erie canal to the Ohio river. Alao, the pro- 
ceedinga of a meeting of the citizen* of Darie** county, In- 
diana, upon the aame aubject 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The menwfla} of nemfaig Wood, 
praying to be indemniSed for loaa of property aeixea by offi- 
cen orthe United Statea for an alleged violation of the lawa 
regulating trade and interconne with the Indian*: which 
wu lefrrred to th* Committee on Indian Affair*. The peti- 
tion of the We*t Feliciana Railroad Company, to the hono- 
rable the Senate and Houae of Repnaentatirea of the Uni- 
ted Statea of America in Congraaa convened: lefnved to the 
Committee of Waya and Moana. 

Bv Mr. DUNLAP: The peUtion of Lydia Baker, widow of 
Joaiah Baker, aakina for a penaion forrevolntionary aervlce* 
of herbutband. TEe petition of Sunoel Larrabee, aakinc 
for a penaion for revolutionary aervicea. The petition of 
William Allen, asking for a peniinn. The petition of Nice 
Bernr, widow of Beleliah Berry, aiking for a penaion. The 
petition of Holt Ingraham of Portland, Maine, aaking for 
compenaation for aervicea rendered the United Statea. 

By Mr. WM. WRIGHT: The memorial of John H. Ste 
phena and othera, praying for an appropriation to improve 
the navigation of toe Paaaaic river. 

By Mr.TILDEN: The petition of William M. Beebe and 
anndry other citizena of Hudaon, Summit county, Ohio, 
praying the total abolition of the flanking privilege; and for 
the reduction of poatage to Sve cent* for a quarter of an 
ounce on letter* aent to any part of the United Statea: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Poat Office and Post Road*. 
The petition of Eliiha N. IJle and aundrj' other citizen* of 
CuyahogaFalla, Ohio, praying that the franking privilege 
be aboliahedj and that poatage on letter* be reduced to five 
centiforeachhalfounce weight for all diatancea; refened 
to the Committee on the Poat Office and Poat Roada. 

By Mr. WM. J. BROWN: The petiUon of the heira of Na- 
thaniel Aahby. Alao the petition of Lemuel Robinett: re- 
ferred to the apnropriate committee*. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The petition of Joaeph Lawrence, 
praying that certain dutiea by him paid may be refunded: 
refcired to the Committea of Way* aiid Mean*. 

Wairinoton citt, Dec 33, 1844. 
Meisri. Blair and Rivea: Your report of what 
I said on Saturday, when Mr. Hunt had the floor, 
is not precisely correct, although the subsequent re- 
marks of the gentleman from New York, as given 
by you, show that he underatood me. What I did 
say was thia: "Does the gentleman from New York 
mean to r^resent Mr. Jamea O. Bimey as having 
been nominated or supported by the democretie 
party of Michigan, or as Having accepted a nomina- 
tion from the democratic party, ai a dtmocroB If he 
did mean to make such representation, I b^ him to 
undentand that it is entirely false and unfounded.*' 
My reply to Mr. Hunt's inquiry was intended to 



convsy the ssbm idea. J would here state that the 
democmtie party of Michigan never has eooaidered 
Mr. Biniey as idealified with it; and if he did,dttt^ 
ing the late canvass, ace^ any Bomination as a 
demoentie noaunatitm, it is news to me. 
Yours, <S^, 

R. McClelland. 



e; 



m SENATE. 
TmntsDAT, December 26, 1844. 

Messrs. Sbtisr and SuuiOKi were in their seals 
toHlay. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition a 
Mrs. Nourse,prayingforthesettlementofabalance 
due to her late husbuid: referred to the Commitlse 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ARCHER presented two memorials from 
atizens of PennsylvauiI^ praying for some reform~of 
the naturalization laws: referred loathe Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee asked and obtained 
leave to withdraw the petition and pi^ien of William 
Hanson from the files; and they were, on his mor 
lion, referred to the Committee on Indian Affaire. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of James 
Way and others: referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. T. also, pursuant to notioe heretofore civen, 
naked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 
quieting the title to certain lota in the to wna of Per. 
rysbure and CroghcuuviUe, in Wood connty, Ohio: 
referred to the Committee on the Pubtic LaMs. 

Mr. BAOBY gave notice that to-motrow, or 
on some fiiture day, be would ask leave to introduce 
a bill for carrying into effect the existing compact 
between the senend government and the Stateai of 
Alabama and MiJBsissippi.in regard to the five per 
cent, school fond. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the following peti- 
tions and memorials: 

The petition of Elijah Hall concerning a claim 
rowing out of French spoliations prior to 1800: 
kid on the table, a geneni bill on the subject hav- 
ine been reported to the Senate. 

The memorial of the common council of Philadel- 
phia, preying for an appropriation to repair the 
pien in the Delaware river referred to the Cftm- 
mittee on CoRunerca, 

The petition of Dr. Charles Taylor reftitvd to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Cli&ns. 

The memorial of a large number of citizena of 
Pennsylvania, pnying for the organization of a 
goveniment for the Territory of Or^n: referred to, 
the Oregon Committee. 

The petition of certain citizens of Pennsylvania, 
preying for a reduction pf the rates of postage: re- 
ferred to the Post Office Committee. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Rich- 
ard Phillips: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of John McCIenahan: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of certain 
citizena of Arkansas, praying for the establishment 
of a new post route in that State: referred to the 
Poat Office Committee. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York presented the fol- 
lowing memorials and petitions: 

The memorial of citizens of New York, praying 
for a reduction of postage: referred to the Post Cmce_ 
Committee. 

The petition of Otesory Thomas and otheis, 
praying compensation for losses sustained by the' 
Miming of the steamboat Washington: refetred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The memorial of the Chamber of Commerce, 
New York, in favor of the warehousing system: le- 
ftrred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE asked and obtained leave 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition ^ 
and papere of Harvey Parke; and they were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also the petition and papen of Jamea Moody: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files ofthe Senate the petition 
and papere of T. Smith. 

Mr. NILES asked and obtained leave to with- ' 
draw from the files of the Senate the petition and . 
papen of Walter Loomia and Abet Gay; and they 
wen referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BREESE gave notioe that to-morrow, or 
on some future day, he would ask leave to intra- . 
duce a bill for allowing dnwhacks in certain cas^. 
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Mr. JOHNSON oflbnd th« foUowing rMolation; 
which was cooMdered and adopted: 

Rugfcerf, That «h* Committee on CoKiamc be iBitraoM 
to ^nin into the ezpedieaey of maUas aa appropriation 
to complete the aaiine hoepiua ia the cify of New Orteaiu, 
and Into the espedienej of aauipropriatioo to tmpnre the 
Iwtior at Port Foncharlnln, in the 8&te of Looiiieaa. 

Mr. BREESB offend the following reaolution; 
which waa considered and agreed to: 

JUwAkW That the Committee on tlie Poit Oilce and Poit 
Koedi be dlteoted to inqnire into the expediency of ettab- 
liihinftpoit route (Vom Carijrie, by Btnorer, tai Clinton 
eoanty, to BelleriUe, by Maecontah, la R. Clair conntr, ia 
Hw Stale of lUinoii. 

Mr. WOODBURY offered the foHowing naolu- 
tioo; which waa coiiaidered and adopted: 

Rmh t t , That the fhither ram of lixtyJIre dollar* be 
paid from the contingent lUnd of the Senate, being on«-half 
<f the aaMont aappoaed to be nacexary to complete the 
payiwnt oftha ezpentef attending the fanaral of thoie 
penon* who were killed on board the Princeton •teamfhip: 
pioTlded that the 8eei«t«ry of the Senate, after a oareiul 
■cmtiny, be ntiiSad that to much ii due. 

Mr. W. explained that, when the order was 
nude last aeaaion to pay these funeral espenies, the 
whole amount waa not known; but having been 
lioce aacertajned by the committee to which the 
•objaet had been refenred, it was found neeeaaary to 
provide for the discharge of the balance due of ^65; 
which was the object of this resolution, 

The .adverse report in the caae of Henry H. Wil- 
liama waa next taken up hnd confirmed. 

The eagroaaed bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to compromiae with the sureties of 
Samuel Swartwout, was read a third time and 
pa«ed. 

The bin for the relief of the heirs of Henry Ree- 
«de coming up next in order, it was, on motion of 
Mr. STUKaEON, io the absence of his coUeague, 
postponed till Mond«ynext 

On moUon of Mr. WHITE, it waa agreed that 
when the Senate adjourn it be to Monday next. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, the previoua 
tfdera were poatponed, and the biH for the relief of 
'WiUiam Rich waa taken up, considered, amended, 
and ordered to be engroased and read a third time. 

The Senate bill for the cplief of Miles Kingani 
his assigns, being n«ct in ortieron the calendar, 
wu takni up for consideration as in oommittse of 
the whole. 

Mr. WOODBURY called for infomiaaon on tlie 
Ml^aet. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the subject was up last 
■cstion. and was duly investigated. The object of 
the bid waa to have a dispoted account adjaated 
and settled between the United Stalea and the claim- 
aBL The United Statea had brou^t suit sgainst 
him for an alleged balance; and, on coming to tri- 
al in one of the eourta of Virginia, the attorney gen- 
wal consented to an arbioation, the award of which 
was, that instead of the claimant owing anything, 
the United States was indebted to him. The object 
of this bill was to refer the whole case to one of the 
aodiloisof the government, under the directiona 
of the Attoniey General, for examination andad> 
jastment 

Mr. HAYWOOD protested strongly against this 
mode of establishing claima heretofore diaputed and 
rejected by the proper departmenta of the govern- 
ment. Uadea the general laws the departmenta 
aie bomd to examine and settle all accounts relating 
to their respective departmenu; and the claimant 
could have no difficulty in getliog hb account set- 
tled and pud, if any tnbg was really due to him. 

Mr. BERIilEN explained that the bill did not as- 
■nma that anything was due. It only referred the 
nnlter to the auditor for investigation and adjust- 
ment 

Mr. HAYWOOD objected, that the very reference 
Pf the tfward of arbitration was in effect a direction 
to its consideration aa a gpide for the adjustmenU 
« nothing but a fiur settlement of the aecounta was 
nqoired, what necessity waa there for this bill, as 
the claimant could have the same adjustment of his 
Mcoonts under the general law by a reference to the 
nditoi^ 

Mr. NILES objected to this new practice of es- 
t^iahing unfounded cUima against the government; 
wd oppMcd the bill on the same groonids ui^ by 
•"••enalor from North Carolina. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that he would prefer a 
JxMtlMaement of the caae, aa he wished to look 
■"to it He moved ita postponement to Monday 

The farther consideration of the bill wu accord* 
9ff poa^oocd to MondAy. 



On motion by Mr. EVANS, the joint reaolution 
of last session m favor of David Shaw, waa taken 
up, eonaidered, and ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third lime. 

Oa motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the report 
of the ooast survey communicated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury was ordered to be printed for the 
tise of the Senate, and 300 additional copies for the 
use of the department. 

The bill for the relief of Willism Russell was 
taken up, considered, amended, and ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The Senate bill granting alternate sections of the 
puUie lands to the State of Indiana, for aiding it in 
the extension of the Wabash and Erie canal fi«m 
Terrehaute to Evanaville, on thq Ohio river, was 
taken up, considered, and ordered to be en gr o ss ed 
and read a third time. 

The Senate biH for the relief of Aaa Andrews 
next eoming up, it was objected to, on the same 

Sounds as those which had been maintained afainst 
e bHl for the relief of King. So the bill was 
postponed ull Monday. 

The Senate bill reported by the Committee on 
Public Lands, authorizing the State of Illinois to 
tax lands sold by the government, from the day of 
sale, was taken up; but — 

Mr. JOHNSON remarked that he thought all the 
new Statea were entitled to the aame rule; and, for 
the sake of gaining time to consider the matter, he 
moved to lay the bill on the table till Monday. 

The bill was ordered to be laid on the table till 
Monday, accordingly. 

Mr. BARROW offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Kmlvti, That the Committee on the Jnilleiary, to whom 
wu referred certain resolution* in relation to the expedien* 
cy of «mending the natntaliiatlon law*, with power to *ead 
for penoni end peper*. Iw >l*o aathoiteod to take te* timoay 
by commiMion In relation to the •everal matun embraced 
in tha*e resolution*. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the vote adopt- 
ing the resolution submitted by him some daya ainee, 
reqniriae the Secretary of the Senate to collect the 
plates of engravings made for the public documenu 
was reconsidered,' and the resolution was laid on 
the table. 

Oo motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THDsaDAT, December 96, 1844. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved the reeonaidera- 
lion of the vote on Monday, ordering to a third 
reading the bill in relation to the pay and mileage 
of membeisof Congreaa; and movea to poatpone the 
oonaideratioD of tua motion till the 3d of January; 
which motion was a greed to. 

Mr. HAMMBTT preaented the petition of Wm. 
Couch; which waa referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Penaiona. 

On motion of Mr. MORSE, leave was granted 
to John Faniham to withdraw nia petition and p»- 
pen. 

WABASH AND KRIE CANAL LAKDS. 

Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend an act appropriap 
ting certain lands to the State of Indiana, for the 
completion of the Wabash and Erie canal, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of John Holmes, and the legal repreaentatives 
of the crew of the achooner Industry: read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved the reconaideration of the 
vote on the adoption of the reaolution granting leave 
of absence to .one of the clerka of the Houae, and 
authorizing the Clerk to employ a substitute. 

The reconsideration being ordered, and the ques- 
tion recurringon the reaohition, 

A discussion took place, in which Messrs. 
HALE, BIDLACK, HOUSTON, BOWER, C. 
JOHNSON, JAMESON, and STTONE p«rticipaud. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to strike out that 
elauae of the resolution which authorized the Clerk 
to employ a substitute in the place of Mr. Lusk. 

Blr. HOPKINS moved the previous questioD, 
and it waa sustained by the Houss. 

The question then recarred on the adoption of the 
ament; on which a quorum did not vote. 

Tellers were called for, and Messis. Bmtacxand 
TaoMAiiON were appoinjed; and ther reported 85 
in the afirmatlva, ana 70 in the negauve. Still no 
quorom Totiag. 



Mr. REDING moved that when this Hoass ad- 
journ it adjourn to meet again on Mondar next 

The yeas and i»ys were called for ana ordered, 
and naolted thus— yea* 98, nava 111. 

So tiie motion waa not agreea to. 

A motion waa made , to adjourn; on whidi the 
yeas snd nays being ordend, it was withdrawn. 

Mr. HOLMES remaiked that, aa the House now 
manifested a disposition to proeiMd to business, h* 
would siigeest to them that tkere waa a bill 

The SPEAKER observed that t^e pending ques- 
tion was on the motion of amendment by Mr. Cavb 
JoBMtOM to the resolution uriiich had been under 
consideration. 

The question was then taken, and the said amand- 
ment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
original reaolution — 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and osys; 
which were not ordered. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. BELSER inquired of the Speaker whttt was 
the order of the day. 

The SPEAKER replied, the call of the TeiriM* 
riea for resolutions. 

Mr. BELSER moved to suspend the ndes, and 
that the Houie resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; giving notice that, 
if this motion should succeed, he should move to 
take up the subject of the annexation of Texas. 

The SPEAKER decided that this motion to sus- 
pend the niles was not in order, the rule* having al- 
ready been suspended for the reception of resoln- 
tioos. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL suggested that one or 
two executive eommunicationa which 'were on the 
Speaker'a table be read before the House. 

The SPEAKER said it could not be dona, except 
by the seneral consent of the Bouse. 

Mr. RATHBUN objected, and caUed for the rtf- 
ular order of business. 

The call of the Statea and Tanitories for rssolo* 
tions was then resumed, commencing with the Ter- 
ritory of Florida. 

Mr. LEVY offered the foUowiiig resolution; whicli 
"to: 



JI«mImI, nat Ihe'Committee of Wiy* end Mean* be it 
noted to iaqaii* into the propriety ef miking an appn^rla. 
tionforOiepeyaiaatet Kifngu due for kalalatm sad 
azecntlve expendltnte* ia the •erenl Terrltent*. 

Mr. HENRY DODGE gave notioa that he would 
to-morrow, or some suba^ent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill for the ereetion of a Ughtfhouae at 
Southport, in the Territory of Wiscooam. 

Also, a bill for the payment of certain arrearages 
equitably due to the Stocktmdge nation of Indians, 
and for other purpoaen. 

Mr. H. DOIIGE offered the following, which was 
agreed to: 

Remttd, That the feecretaiy of War be directed to ih- 

Jinire into the ezpedioncy of makiage *amy lor a road 
com Oiven Bey, ia the Territory of wi*con*ii>,to Capper 
Harbor, ia the State of Miehlgin. 



Mr. A. C. DODGE offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Retbiti, That the Committee on Engnvlng be, iitd H is 
hereby, directed to l\iralih, for tlie uie of thi* Rouie, I, MO 
eopie* ef the map, and report in reference to the *uie, of 
the country we*t of the Ml**ia*ippi, made by J. N. Nleoletl, 
esq., uadcr the direetioa of the ehief of the eorpa ef topo- 
graphical engineers, and published by the Senate at iba 
pteaentaesstott. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the issolii- 
tion, ao as to make it instruct the Committee on 
Engraving to inquire into the expediency of print- 
ing the mapii,&c. 

Mr. A. C. DODOB eaid be hoped it weald be 
the pleasure of the Houae* to adopt the res- 
olution in the shape in wnirh he had offtred 
it. He had no nbirctinn to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, but the delay which 
might reault from ita adoption. The map and re- 
port related to the region from whence Sdr. DonoB 
came; and as the Territory of Iowa was knoeUng 
at the door for admisaion into the fodeial Unioir, 
the question of her boundaries was one of much 
consequence, as was the procurement of aeeuiata 
information touching the whole of that most inter- 
esting section of country. 

Mr. D. ssid the report and accompanying map, 
made by Mr. Nieole'tt, of the region of the upper 
Miaalaaippi, would 1)b found the most accurate, 
adantite, iotaresting, and insuructive, ever made in 
this country. It waa prepared under the direction 
ofCongrsss, and the superviaioo of the War D«< 
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partment It comneDcaa at the city of St. Louis «a 
ita southeMtem point of dapartura, and tarminetca 
at oar noithsra bonndaty, east of the Rocky moun- 
taina, extending from the S9th to the 49th parallel of 
north latitude, and from 90 to 160 of longitude west 
of Greenwich; embraeilif the country nom Lake 
Superior on the eatt to tha gnat weateia bend of the 
MitaoUri oa the ««sti and the entire baain of the 
Ujipar Miauaaippi, idcltiding a region mote exten- 
aire than aereral of th« laigMt Statee of the Union. 
Mr. Mieolett'a muvty anmncea 945 geographical 
poaitioM, deduced frtun more than ten thouaand as- 
tronomiod obaemttona. 

' Mr. D. aaid thatin anticipation of oppoaition to 
hia motion ha had gvne to onaof the asaiatantsecte- 
tariea of the Senate to obtain, and be had gotten ao- 
curate infi>nnotion, retpecting the coat onhepubli- 
eatioo. The peper npon which could be printed 
1,500 eopiea of Nicolett'ainap, would coat but forty- 
nine dolura. The printing and engraving of that 
number of copies or the map would coat but two 
hundred and tan dollan; making in all but two 
hundred and fifty-nine dollara. Mr. D. trusted that 
the House would adopt hia reaolution. 

The question waa then taken, and the amendment 
of Mr. Johnson was adopted. 

The resolution, aa amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. DODOE, on leave, also offered the two fol- 
lawing resolutions, wUch were agreed to: 

Risohtd, That the. Committte of V»jt aoA Mwu be in- 
stracted to incjuire iuto the expsdiencyof applTJng to much 
of the appropriation, made at the laat UMion orCongreM, to 
defray the legislative eipcnrei of tho Territory of Iowa, 
"and tho arrearages of prcvii'Ul Mvnosa,** &• inty bo unex- 
pended, after the liquidation of aaid ■rreirvgcra. to the poy. 
inent ofthe px^eises of a conTention, for tho formation of a 
Stale coiatitution held in sniil Territory, In tlie month of Oc- 
tober last. And that they report bvblu orotherwiae. 

Reaolvtd, That the SecretarT of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House the report of Captain 7. J. Cram, of 
the survey of the hul>or at the town oi Dubuque, in the 
Territory of Iowa. Also, the report of Captain Barney, the 
aitizen engineer, having charfc of tho coBatmctioa and im- 
provement of certain roadtj in the iaJOM Territory. 

Mr. TIBBATTS eave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or aome sunaeqnent day, move for leave 
to introduce a bill Airther to amend an act entitled 
"An act to regulate arrasts on meane process in the 
Diatrict of Columbia,'' approved Auguat first, eigh- 
teen hundred and iorty-two. 

BETTINe ON ELECTI0K8. 

Mr. BBODHEAD ofiend the foUowiag rawilu- 
tion: 

JUtkti, lliat the Cemmitlra oflUsetloMbelBainiotod 
to iaqnire into the npedjeaoy of mon eAetually provi- 
^•W Vj** sgtlnt betUag an preaidcatial and congreai- 

Mr. HAMLIN asked the yeaa and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. PGTTIT objected; and proposing to debate 
the raaolution, it liea over. 

Mr. ADAMS moved for the call of the Statea for 
patitiona in order. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked and obtained leave to of- 
ftr a resolution directing an inquiry by the Commit- 
tss on Csmmeree into the expediency of making an 
appeopriation for improving the harbor of Little 
Sodua Bay, in New York. The resolution waa 
•greed to. 

LOUISVILLE AMD PORTLAND CANAL. 

Mr. DUNLAP reported from the Committee on 
Commerce the following reaolution: 

BttUni, That the Seoietary ofthe Treaanry bo raqneat- 
ad to oonrnnnloate to thk Hoaae hia eplnioa ma to the pro- 
jwiet^ ofthe purchaae by the United Statea ofthe leaidne of 



I by indivitkul atookholden in the LonJaville 
and PoRlaal Canal Company, with the view to the maldng 
the navigation of nid canal tna from toll; and alio the 
tema on which, in the opinioa ofthe aaid aectetary, the 
■aid ponhaao can bo aiade, and the probable amount of 
noaey which will bo nqnired to effect &e same. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that this resolution called 
on tlM Secretary of the Treaaory for an opinion — an 
opinion on the matter of money of the treasury of 
the United States. He would rather that thia 
House would make its opinion for itaelf, moat espe- 
cially as it related to the Porthuid canal; and the 
SacrMary of the Treaaury was the person whose 
opinion waa called for. 

The quaation waa taken, and the reaolution was 
rejected. 

Mr. THOMASSON moved to reconsider thia 
vote, and wiahed the motion entered on the journal, 
aa ha did not care to preaa it now. 

The SPEAKER replied that if the motion waa 
mads, the Hoosa would be obliged to act upon it 



The question was taken, and the House refused 
to reconsider the vote. 
So the resolution is finally rejected. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. BELSER renewed his motion to suspend 
the rules, to go into Commiuee of the Whole on 
the state ofthe Union, on the subject of the annexa- 
tion of Texaa. 

Mr. C. J. IMGERSOLL. Does it requve a bus- 
penaion ofthe rulea under the notice that I gave of 
thia motion.' 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative; but 
that a majority were able to suspend the rules to go 
into committee. 

Mr. BELSER asked the yeaa and nays on the 
motion; which were refused by the House. 

Tellers were then aaked for and refUsed by the 
House. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if it Waa now 
in order to call for the yeaa and nays. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not, as they 
had been aaked and renised. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he had aimply 
made the inquiry, as he should like to know the de- 
teamination ofthe House on the subject, 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
nentive— ayes 39, noes 81. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state ofthe Union. 

HEMP. 

Mr. FRENCH asked leave to offer a resolution 
instructing the Committee on Naval Affairs to in- 
quire into expediency of supplying the navy ofthe 
United States with all the articles of hemp necessa- 
ry for the naval service of the United States, with 
hemp exclusively the growth of the United 
Slates. 

Mr. HOLMES objeatsd to the resolution, and 
proposed to debate it. 

Mr. FRENCH moved to suapend the rules for 
its reception; and on thia motion he asked for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; and the 
question being taken, the House refused to suspaad 
the rules. 

Mr. PRATT, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion in relation to the manner of approvitig the secu- 
ritiea given on the bonda of public officers: read. 11 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Judiei- | 

Mr. HOLMES asked leave to offer a resolution 
in' relation to the indemnity due by Mexico to 
American citizens; but, objections being made, it 
was not then received. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following noticea of petitions presented to- 
day were handed to the reportera by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. McDOWELL: The petiUon of Eliiha Abbott, 
praying for« penaion: referred to the Commitlee en Invalid 
renalona. 

By Mr. H. HAMLIN: The petlUoa of Htonah Weaton for 
a pension, for aervicei rendered by hrraelf in the levolD- 
tionary war. 

By Mr. TrLGR: The peUtion of A. H. Bsiher and othera, 
preying for the erection of a light-house at the mouth of 
Cattareugus creeic. New York, aM for the fUither proaecu- 
tion of tin public worlu at titat place. 

By Mr. HUNGERrORD: The petiUon of Moaea E. Levy, 
for pay for property destroyed by the troopa ofthe Unitod 
States at Mioanopy, Florida. 

By Mr. PAKMENTER: The petition of Samuel L. Breese, 
captain, and thirty othera, oommissioned and warrant oiB- 
cera on board the United States frigate Cumberland, on the 
Mediterranean nation, praying that the spirit portion ofthe 
navy ration may be aboLshed: refenvd to the Committee 
on Naval Ailhira. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The memorial of Mn. Ann J. Roaa, 
of Virginia, praying for a pension on account ofthe serricea 
of her deceased husband: referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olntionary Pensions. 

By MrBAMMETT: The petition ofMcHatten tt Hnnam, 
preying compensation for carrying the United States mail-: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. R- SMITH: The petition of Janette Taylor and 
othen, representatives of Joan Paul Jones: referrod to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. ■WENTWORTH: The peUtion of EmUyC. Top- 
per, of Chicago, Illinois, to be restored to the pension roll: 
referred to the Committee or Pensions. The petition from 
Bei^amin Dwinell, James Wilson, and Aaron Wilson, Jr., 
assignnees of Clark Wilson: referred to the Committee of 
I>atents. 

By Mr. DODOE of Wiaconaln: A memorial signed by 100 
citizens of BulTalo, State of New Vorl::, asking Congi«ss 
for an appropriation for the improvement of the navigation 
ofthe Fox and Wiaconsin riven: referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. The petition aigned by US citiiena 
of Raeinc cannty. Territory of WIseonain, aaklng Congress 
for as appropiiatioa for the ereetion of a ligbt-booM at the 



town of Southport, on the western shore of Lake Michigan, 
in ttiS Territory: referred to (he Committee on Co aimaic e. 
The petition signed by U« citixeaa of Racine ceuaty. Ter- 
ritory of Wiaconaia, aaklng Congreaa for an additional ap- 
propriation for the construction of a harbor, already com- 
noBeetLat thetownofSonthiwrt, onthe western ahoreor 
Lalte Micbignn, in aaid Territory: referred to the CommittM 
OB Commerce, lite petitloB of the aupervison of Brown 
county, Territory of wiaeonain, asking Congreaa for a do- 
nation of a section of land (or aaid county for th« erection 
of a pooi^house for the benefit ofthe panperaofaaid county: 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. The me- 
morial ofthe legislative assembly ofthe Territoryof Wiscon- 
sin, asldng Congress for an apprapriatien fortha oponlae of 
a road from Sheboyagan, by the way of Winnetiogo lake, 
to the Fox river; and ^so asking an appropriation for cam- 
pletlng that pari of the United Sutes military road between 
Oraen Bay and Fond du Lac: referred to the Cammittae en 
Roads and Canals. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FiUDAT, December 37, 1844. 
The minutea of yesterday were read emd ap- 
proved. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. HAMMETT rose to put a question to the 
chaimtan of tha Committee on Foreign Affain, 
[Mr. C. J. Irgcrsoll.] He desired to know at 
what time that gentleman proposed to take up fbr 
discussion the subject of the annexation of Texas. 
He (Mr. H.) looked with deep interest on the prog- 
ress of that question, and also with deep interest to 
every step to be taken upon it during the present 
session of Congress. There were various proposi- 
tions for the annexation of Texas before the House, 
and he held it to be important that there should be 
an understanding among the frienda and opponents 
of annexation respecting the time at which it would 
come up. This waa important, that with the friends 
of Texaa there might be some concert of action. 

Mr. HARDIN interposed, and inquired what the 
question was that was befors the House, or what the 
gentleman's int ention waa. 

Mr. HAMMETT said he would inform the gen- 
tleman in a few minutes. He desired to ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Afiairs at 
what time he proposed to call up the queation of an- 
nexaitioB. [Laughter from Mr- Harbin.] It waa 
due to him, (Mr. Hammett, who is a member of 
the Committee on Fortsgn Affairs,) aa well as to 
. the Houae, that the chairman of that committee 
. diould inform th«m when he intended to enter upon 
that subject—for it was, of course, expected that he 
would lead eff on it, inasmuch aa hs 'was the 
author of one of the projects before the House, 
besides being the chairman of the oomtnittee to 
which the varioua measiues had been referred. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL replied that he had Big> 
nified his intention to call up thia* question Isat 
Monday, but there appeared to be no diapointion lo 
do anytmng during the present weak, ana hence he 
had not pressed it nitherto; but he would now gin 
notice tnat he designed calling it up on Moiuay 
next. It was a matter of indifference to him when 
it might be; he waa ready to proceed at once; but Ik 
mentioned next Monday because the attendance in 
the House was thin in consequence of theafaaeoee of 
membeta from the city. 

Mr. PARMENTER. inquired what was th« buai- 
reaa in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that the first queation was 
on these petitions and resolutions which had been 

laid over. 

Mr. PARMENTER remarked that there was a 
bill on the calendar, entitled "a bill limiting the nuin- 
her of commisaioned and wrammt officers, and regu- 
laling the complements of crews on board of vesMla 
of war, and for other purposes," and it waa very 
importtuit that it should be acted upon during tu 
present session. He did not understand that there 
was moch difference of opinion on that bill, except 
as to some of its details, and therefore he held this to 
be a very favorable opportunity to taKe it- up an4 
settle its details. With that view be now moved a 
suspension of the rules' to eo into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL siiggested that there was 
another bill on the calendar of preasing importance^ 
which would require but a few minutes for its dia- 
posal. It was "a bill to carry into eftet the conven- 
tion between the Uaited Slates and the republic of 
Peru; and ha would move that the rules be auapendr 
ed for ten minutes for the disposal of that ball in 
Committee of the Whole on the state ofthe Union. 
The SPEAKER put the question on the sasfia^ 
sion of the rules, and it was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
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mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 
C*fs JoHNtON in the chair. 

^ PUBLIC LANDS. 

, The CHAIRMAN itated the question pending 
when the committee last rose, to be on the "bill to 
ledace and gTa4uBte the price of public lands in &vor 
of settlers and cultivators." 

Mr. C. J. INQERSOLL moved the postpone- 
nwnt of that bill. 
Mr. ROBERT SMITH claimed the floor. 
Mr. C. J. LNQERSOLL insisted that he had pos- 
aeasion of the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN informed the {toOeman from 
Psnnsvlvania that the gentleman fhmi Illinois was 
entitled to the floor from the day on which the 
Hosse was last in committee on this bill. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH then spoke as foUows: 
I owe some apology to the committee fbr thrusting 
myself forwaid thus early in this debate, and par- 
ticalarlyfor immediately following the talented and 
eloquent gentleman flrom Marybnd [Mr. CAtrtm] 
wko last addressed the committee. And my excuse 
must be the de^ interest which my constituents 
feel in this ooeesute, and from the fiartber fiut, that 
I «m a practical &rmer, aad may, porhapa, on that 
ae^uDt, take more, interest in meting out justice to 
the great agricultural community, tMui the hottoia- 
bla natlemeo who OKMso this bill. And again, 
n^ I believe that a llule piaciicsl experimeotai 
kmwledge in this, matter is worth more than all 
the JiM-ipan thtoHet in the world. As there are 
many gentlemen anxious to speak on this question, 
I ihaU not trespass very long on the patience of the 
the committee. 

Mr. Chairman, the proper and judicious dis- 
position of the public lands, or management of them, 
involves principles of more vital importance to the 
pee^eofthe whole western country, than any other 
•pxatwn which has yet come befbire Congress. In 
tot discBssion and action by this committee upon 
the UU now under consideration, which has for its 
object the graduation and reduction at the price of 
(he public lands to the settlers and cultivators, I beg 
genUemen to lay a«de all local and sectional mterest 
orAeliag, and come up to the question as brethren 

' of one neat family, vthoae only object is so to act 
Mwiil best promote the interesu of^the whale 6»% 
ttji I come from the West, and from one of the 
Stales most deei^ interested in the disposition of 

' Ihese lands; and know and feel that muw is due to 
the piopser settlers of the State which I have the 
noaor, in parLto represent and to the eariy settlers 

' of the whole Wftst — men to whose cotuage, eneigy, 
ni toil, we are indebted for transformme a waste 
▼lUemess into a productive country. I believe that 

I tUs gsvenment ought to bestow these lands upon 
thoewfao, by their valor and labor, have given 
ibeu their present value. 

Sir, 1 sincerely believe that justice and tquity de- 
■snd that they shouM be thus bestowed, at least so 
•con «s the government shall have received from 
tie sales the origina^ cost of the lands, with the ex- 
PSBSe of survey and sales of the same. I will not 
"«• advocate any bill or proposition which cannot 
oe demonstnted to be for the interest of the whole 
Umon. We of the West must depend mainly 
jipon our mineral and agricultural resources. And, 
Mr. Chairman, I woiHd ask, in what does the 
*«»lth of our community consist' Is it in the mil- 
Mss of acres of wild, unimproved landa' No, sir; 
It n m the lairar laid out upon those lands, rendering 
*em productive — the improvements put upon them 
—toe mineral dug from the bowels of the eea th by 
uieteterprising miner, and the annual crops bpo- 
w«d by the labor of the honest cultivator of the 
'^r—litit, sir, M«k are the sources of our wealtlk; 
ud vhw this government will adopt the true policy 
'».f« "liipowtion of the public lands, every yWemen 
jna havelt in hw power to become a J»wfci««r. If 
™:ff"«niment, by givinf away" the public lands 
•'*jliave been in market over ten years, could 
"•"•by insure the maWng of a good flurm upon 
**di <)iMiter or half section of these lands now re- 
■wning unsold, it would be a profitable and jndi- 
<><>W(Gsposition of them. 
. The taxes alone derived Arom the landa when well 

' jJil»DTed, would, in ten yeen, amount to more than 
"xiwtseBt value of the lands. In a country Rke 
"""-iboasting as we do of our liberal institutions, 
ovrMjthteoM policy, our high regard (br the pop- 
'^'i^ts of man — shidl we show, by our course in ' 
^ 'd'atxisltbB of the pubKe lMtds—ftt>m which tbe 
^1^1 by toil and sweat, earns not only his own 
"■^i but also ftsd* and ivsluu (be wnoltcouiH 



try — that the sole jwemine principle with as is 
dollars and cental Shall we Keep the lands at such 
prices as will prevent thousands of our honest, hard- 
laboring men fVom becoming the owners of lands, 
and. thus force ;,them to become literally "hewers of 
wood and drawers of water" for their more wealthy 
and fortooate neighbors? I do not, Mr. Chairman, 
adept the motto "take care of the rich,aiid let them 
take care of the poor." In my opinion, it is the 
bounden duty of the government to pass such laws 
as will best secure and {itomote the uteresis of ths 
laboring classes; fbr, sir, it cannot be denied tliat all 
wealth IS the product of labor, and whenever that 
great interest, and more particularly the agricultural 
mterest, suffers you will find all other branches of 
business deranged and depressed; for all depend, 
more or less, for their success upon the prosperity 
of the sgriCuttural interest. 

The bill now under oonsidemtion may not be pep- 
feet in all its provisions, and may require many 
modifications; still all most admit that there is a 
wide ditbrence in the value of our lands; and com- 
mon sense would at once suggest that those who 
make the first selections will iSkt the moat valuable 
lands. There may, perhaps, be some few excep- 
tions to this rule; but the general principle is so 
plain and obvious dtat those who select firat secure 
the most valuable lands, that I had not supposed 
snjr gentleman would attempt to controvert tne po- 
sition; and whatever may nave been the fact in re- 
lation to the lands in the State of Ohio in this re- 
spect, I can inform the honoraUe gentleman from 
that State, [Mr. ViNTotr,] who spoke against this 
bill, that in Illinois, where the land has been in 
market five yean, t^ most valuable lands have ail 
been purchased. Many of our best lands were set- 
tled and improved before they were ofTeied for sale, 
or even surveyed; and such has also been the case 
in the Territories of Iowa and Wisconsin. The 
graduating scale in this biO, so far as Illinois is con- 
cerned, is, perhaps, as just and equitable as any 
general principle that could be adopted or e|greed 
upon. An who ere acquainted with the vame of 
binds know that some — even titird rale — land, lying 
near a eood market, would command a hi^utr price 
than &st rats land more remote Arom market; 
whilst, at the same time, these lands would be 
dcfrer K five centsper acre, than the first rate lands, 
In Dfc nma TMiiuy wsu at two ddbuea per acre. ( 
There are various reoaoaa why lands of equal rich- 
ness of soil, and lyiae in the same vicinity, are not 
all alike valuable. In IHinois, sir, we have exten- 
sive prairies; and although the land may be nosur- 
ptUBKd in beauty and richness of soil, still it may be 
so for from timber that its value is greatly diminish- 
ed. Those who purchase first, always select those 
lands where the timber and prairie join; and those 
who come after them have to go further into the 
prairie and purchase that at government price, and 
then buy timber land of first purchasers at five and 
ten dollars per acre. There are millions of acres of 
lands in Ilhnois that would be dearer aa a gift than 
the same quantity, sold within five years from the 
time it came into market, was at <Mie dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, or even twice that price. 
This measure seems to be regarded by some eentle- 
mm as purely for the interests of the West. 
This is not so, Mr. Chairman; the ben^ts 
of this bill are eonfisrred upon all who wish 
to purchase lands for immediat* settlement and cul- 
tivation, it matters not from what State, country, or 
nation they may come; all, all who wish to culti- 
vate the soil are hospitably received, and are equally 
entitled to its provisions. Do not gentlemen fVom 
the old Slates fed some sympsOt^ for those of their 
brethren who, by misfortune, or owing to the high 
prices at which lands are held in the old States, are 
unable to become the owners of land in those States? 
And win they not aid us in carrying this biU through, 
fbr die benefit of this worthy class of tkar eomMu- 
entt, and others equally deserring, who may partici- 
pate in the blessing it win confsr? If this bin shaU 
pass, it wiU enable thousands to become the owners 
of the lands they cultivate. It wiO give them a rod 
interest in the country; it wiH elevate them in a 
moral point of view. They wiU become more in- 
dustrious and better citizens, by feeline that they 
are upon an equalitr in every reroect wim the rich- 
est man in our land. They wocud be freeholders. 
But (said Mr. S,^ it is ui^ against this bill, that 
by redncing the price of the public lands you do in- 
justiee to the present owners of Mnd^ by bringiitf . 
dewnAA price of their hods. Now, air, this n 
foch an argument aa we might expect from tha 
miaerafunatanynducdonintbe rata of iuteccM; 



but I did not expect to iMar such an iji^ 
meni introduced here. Lands are voIaaUe, nam* 
ly twm their capacity to yield a n(K>oit 
or living to the cultivator; and so iiur aa that is con- 
cerned. It matters not to die owner whetbtr thi 
land is considered worth one dollar or twenty Pol- 
len per acre. It is the duty of the govetnaent, ■• 
I believe it is their interest also, as I have beibre r»> 
marked, to make every fVeeman a fieedoider. Aftm, 
sir, I consider it due to the hew Slatea that Ais ML. 
or one embracing many of its proviaiena, riioole 
beeomealaw. Many of the new Slates aw h tfge l y 
in debt; and while the public lands are iMid by tM 
government at present prices^ thay wiUnotadl; and. 
hence these States are deprived of raiaing levenoa 
from these unsaid landa. Ai:d wUbt our sMmiu 
are groaning under heavy ta[xaiien,'aullisna- of 
acres of lan£ within ourboHers remain untaxed, 
ineonaeqneaee^f a h%her priaa bei^ demanded 
for them than they are worth, t, air, dimr in opinion 
with many of my friend^ I believe Uiot we have dM 
r%U to (ox all the Ismb within the borders of anr 
Slate; but I do not dsaign at this time to discusa 
that question. I, hawevsr, dislike to hear gemls' 
men, whenever any measure is moved beMfiei«d to 
the new States — such as reducing the ptiee, eedin|f 
the lands to the States opon eqnitaUe tghnst 
or showing the injostiee of not allowii^ tha 
iMW Ststei to tax the lands haU by the govern- 
ment within their limit*— fly to the deeds of ossden 
and to the acts 6{ admission, and meet ua with the 
cry. There is no authority in the compaet; it is not 
warranted by the acts of admiasion of. tha nsw 
States into the Union! Sir, said Mr. ft,wiUlhis 

fovemment, Oiykidt-like, exact the "pound of 
ssh," because, fbneoth, die "bond" caliaforit? 
He hoped, for the honor of the natiot, that audi 
was not to be the rvJe of action; thai if time had 
shown that, by the terms of aitniiarian of (he new 
States into the Union, injustice had- bean done to 
them, they should not be fbrevar dstarred firom Jaa- 
tice. It was not to be expected diat, in the eariy 
settlement of the West, and whap' the pwaent land 
system was adopted, a system oMld be fiamed ao 
perfect as to need no ehtinga. Wbfl* rapid advaooea 
and improvements wef« being made in literatore, 
science, and the machanie acta, were no adMnosa to 
be maae to render our 'g(»venmient and laws more 
ffrfeotf Is not the light of experisBee entitled U> 
soras eonsideiatiatf Are #s ta be tsU that »o iaa> 
provemant eaa baiaadeintha laws regulatia; tha 
aales of the pnbKe lands? He belisved we wera , 
half a century behind the times in this matter. '' 
Tnie, the West had improved and settled rapidly; 
but it was not beeanss of the judiflfous land system: 
it was owing to the indomitable energy, spirit, and 
enterprise of the eariy settlers of the itew States. 
They possessed, in an emineat degree, the apirit of 
their patriot fhthera. And it may be said, with 
great p rop i taty, that the West has risen to its pres- 
ent prospotras and elevated position, not by favor- 
ed legisuition, but in spite of legislation. 

T^ honorable gentleman flrom Ohio says, "Stick 
to die old system; it worked weU^4lie eountrr 
prospered under it, and aettled'rapidly." Aa weD 
might we say to the fiuner. Stick to your <M sys- 
tem of thrashing your wheat and oats, Ac. with the 
flat; it certainly worked well, and you were proa- 
pering and increasing in wsallh rapidly; don't sufr 
fer yourselves to be led into the use of any of the 
new inventions and improvements of the sge. Do 
not use the patent tKrsshint machine, even though 
it does not cost you one-fifth c€ die labor to thiaah 
T«ur grain ! Aa wdl might you say to die manu- 
neturer. Stick to our old spinning jenny — to your 
old-fashioned loom, ftc, oc; and, sir, I might go 
through widi a long catalogue, diowing the perfect 
foUy of such a coarse of rsasoning. 

The honorable gendeman from Marrhnd [Mr. 
Caoiiw] is mistaken when he supposes that this UH 
wiU reduce at once 100,000,000 a<Tes of land to 
tsrenty-five cents per acre. But, sir, be that aa it 
may, t'wenty-five canta per acre fbr hnda wbidi 
have basn offend in the market over twenty yeaia, 
to tha man who cultivatea it, is aa much aa the gov- 
enusent ongbt to exact, or the parchaao' augiit to 
pay; and if this policy had lone since been adopted, 
thousands of the honorable g e nUe man's constituents, 
who sre now poor snd oppnaaed. would have been 
in die Weat, and the ownaia of land, with aH the 
Mafnacassaries and comforts of life ajreund them; 
and i^nions throughout die Union wooM, no doubt, 
by tins measure, have ■ been aaved from' sawpcmsi 
anddialoweat dqpdia of degradaOon, infamy, and 
crime. ThahonoiaWagentleinan'aaiguiiwni 
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to be, throoghout, an appeal to the Houae to protect 
the State of Maryland from the annual drain of its 
popuUlion to the Weat. He aeema to think that, 
uaaer the preaent land ayatein, the population of the 
«ld State* IS beinc thinaed>«|togetber too rapidly for 
their inleiest; auifane would suppoae that he anti- 
cqtaled the entire desertion or aMndonmem of the 
oM States, if the bill now under consideration 
should beoome a law. The gentleman need 
have no fears of this. The great majority 
of those who are fortunate enough to own 
ftnns, or who have the means of making 
a comfortable living in the old States, cannot be 
eairily induced to leave and encounter the perils and 
hacdsbips incident to the settlement of a new couit- 
trr, ana would not do so for a donation of 330 acres 
or land. It is the poor man alont, who, with a fair 
prospea of secutiog even 40 acres ^land, from 
vriiich to draw his support^ would strain every 
nerve and encounter every danger, that would 
leave the older States and remove to the West. 
And surely gentlemen cannot object to this small 
favor being granted to this class of their citizens, 
white hundrwa of millions of govermoent lands are 
lyimt waste! The honorable gentlemen from Mary- 
Undud Ohio both seemed to insist that one dollar 
anda qoarter for land of any kind, fit for cultivation, 
was very cheap; and to tlunk it a small matter for 
any industrious man to get |50 and enter him forty 
acns of land. Tbh mows clearly^ to every man 
who is practically ac^ainted with fanmog and the 
laboring class of our ccnnmunily, that these gentle- 
men know very little of the slow proesss of making 
money by day^ labor. They do not perhaps 
know that one hundred dollars, or one hundred and 
fifty at most, is the whole amount of a year's toil; 
and out of this sum a family kave to be fed and 
clothed, with many other little expenses which, 
under the meet rigid economy, would exhaust the 
year's earnings, and leave nothing to invest in lands. 
I deny;, sir, that there can be any measure adopted 
or devised by this gpvenunent, so wise, judicious, 
jusL and charitable, in the disposition of the public 
lands, as that which secures to every industciotis 
laboring man such quantity of land as may be ne- 
cessary for bis support and that of his fiunily and 
those dependent upas him for subsistence. 

The honorable member from Maryland [Mr. 
Cauiin] asks somewhat exultingly, "Whence came 
thW land? Who won it," gtc. And ana«»n, "By 
the precious, priceless sac^ficeof thetoil Jid blood 
ofbmvemenJ' I, sir, wiU.be <meefthe laat men 
upon this floor to cast one (lot upon the trigil <«• 
aUeheotioliiierevolutUmarypalTioU. They,sir, pouied 
out their best blood like watei^— not to purchase 
land, bat Uial^ civil and religimu} and for thai they 
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their Haared 
honor. And when they acquired that precious boon, 
along with it came the lands of the ori^nal thirteen 
Slates; and these lands were very wisely divided 
among the States. The eovemment hare already 
drawn from the State of Illinois two or three times 
as jnuch money for land already sold, as the whole 
would have brought, had they been sold in the market 
thirty years afp; and who is it, I ask, diat has 
given this additional value to these lands? Is it the 
government? Was it our revolutionary fathers? 
No, sir; 4t is the 'sons of those patriots — men who 
braved every imaginable privation and hardship, 
andeven death, in Uie defence of the frontier settle- 
meats. The Indian wars upon otir frontier were 
more perilous than the war ofthe revolution. The 
savages granted no quarter. They butchered alike 
men and defenceless women and children. Sir, 
many of my constituents have sod cause to remem- 
ber the cruel murders which were committed upon 
their nearest and dearest friends. ,The revoluuon- 
ary patriots are gone. We owe them a debt that 
all the Unds of tbejiation would not pay. Neither, 
«ir, can we do strict Justice to the veterans who 
■Mtied the West and drove back the Indians. But 
we can express our sense of gratitude and liberality 
by enabling their sons to procure some of the land 
acquired and made valuable by their fathers. The 
wsr ofthe revolution was for freedom and ituicpen- 
dtnct; and when the glorious object was gained, and 
our lathers turned their attention to the subject of 
t'le lands thus acquired in that contest, so bravely 
fought and so triumphonily won, it was to make 
such disposition of them a.<; to first pay off the debt 
neeeaaarily ineorred in prosecuting the war, and then 
make sueli farther disposition as would secure to 
every man, who might choose to cultivate the soil, 
a p<Htion ofthe land thus acquired. Inproof of this 
fuawtion it is;not Deceasary for me to produce oral 



testimony; the fact is indelibly stamped in every 
page of the history of the revolution. Liberty and 
independence was the watch-word! And I would 
ask you, sir, \riiere is the freedom and independence 
of the unfortunate man who is dependent entirely for 
his support, and that of his family, upon the caprice 
of a heartless landlord, or of an overgrown aristocrat- 
ic manu&cturing corporation? We need not, sir, 
go to En^and to prove the almost entire con- 
trol exercised by the capitalist over that class 
of our citizens who depend upon their daily 
labor for the support of themselves and their 
fdmilies. Do yoa not, sir, believe that there 
is repablicanism enough in Rhode Island, if left free 
to follow the dictates of nature, to elect a l^islatore 
^edged to pass a law for the liberation of Governor 
Dorr, now incarcerated within the walls of a dim- 
geon? and whose only crime was (hot be 
tried to confer upon the people of Rhode Island 
the blessings of freemen, to eive them a voice ia 
the eleption of their rulers and law-mokei*. I have 
heard much of the eruetty and iortorite of tlie party 
in Rhode Island, called Algerines; out, sir,! am 
not willing to believe — I cannot believe— that the 
spirit of '76 has so entirely departed from any State 
of this Union, as thtit a majority of the people, 
iM(ram«II<dand left free to exercise thedictatesoflKNi- 
est hearts, could bs attcA J^trinei. Sir, the barbarous 
and inhuman treatment of Governor Dorr, (if reports 
could be relied on,) entitles the actors to a celwrity 
equal if not greater than the founders of thie 
Spadih vaqviiUmu What, sir, think you would be 
the feelines of the departed heroes of the revolu- 
tion, could thev come back and witness the flagrant 
violation of the great prinoiplea for which diey 
fought and bled; for which they pledged life, fortune, 
honor, and all, oil that men hold dear? Sir, the 
picture is too revolting; to dwell Ufion, and I leave it. 

I only introduce this case as a strong one illustra- 
tive of what I believe to be the fact-— that no man 
can be entirely free, and enjoy all the blessings 
which the framen of the declaration of independ- 
ence and tbtjbiatdtn of our glorious constitulion in- 
tended to confer upon their posterity, while they ore 
entirely dependent upon others for employment, by 
which they are to earn the bread that supports their 
wives and children. Sir, there is no gentlenuui upon 
this floor who has not witnessed the power azer- 
eised by the creditor over the debtor. And who 
does not know of many instsnees where this poww 
has not been used to control the vote of such debtorf 
Kow, sir, it is my policy, in the disposition of tlw 
public lands, to free this class of our citizens from 
this species of "Egyptian bondage;" to place them 
independent of the arbitrary will of the griping 
landlord, and to provide a retreat for all those in the 
older and manufacturing States to flee to, when they 
shall be driven from Uie employment which now 
affords them subsistence, because they have dared 
to exercise the privileges of freemen. 

In conclusion, I would remark that I believe all 
the objects for which Virginia and other States 
ctded lands to the United States have been fully ao- 
osmplished. Our national dtbl has long since been 
paid off. Oor treanary is now overflowing, and there 
never has been a time so propitious for carrying into 
effect this all-important measure. I then implore 
gentlemen not to let this favorable moment pass by, 
but lay aside all selfish or sectional feelings, and 
come up to the work — help us to make such amend- 
ments to the bill as will render it more perfect, and 
pass it. 

Mr. PETTIT said that he was in favor of the 
provisions of thu bill, and it became him to say 
why; but, before he did this, he wished first to re- 
fer to some remarks of gentlemen who had spoken 
on the other side, some of which had appeared in 
the public prints, and others he had himself heard. 
When the bill was last before the committee, a gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Causin] had made an 
ardent appeal to members from the older Slates 
sgdnst this proposition to reduce and graduate the 
price of the public lands, because its effect would be 
to stimulate migration from the older to the newer 
States, thus thinning their steril and unproductive 
lands of their impoverished inhabitants, and filling 
with a denser population the fresh and virgin soil of 
the western States. Now, if this were indeed true, 
it would ot itself be inducement enough for every 
western man to support this bill. It was the duty 
of all well-regulated governments to facilitate the 
population of their territory, and the easy and com- 
fortable subsistence of the governed. And if that 
was one of the great objects of government, would 
not such be in ftct the operation of this meMur*, 



admitting the doctrin* of the gentleman from Harf' 
land to be traef It would remove the less opulent 
portion of the population of the Atlantic State* into 
the rich and fertile valleys of the West, whoce at 
least peace and plenty were to be obtained, althooch 
the contaminated imd putrid atmosphere of wbit 
was sometimes called refinement and civilixatMm 
might not yet have found a way there. 

But Mr. P. could not but notice the obvious Sm- 
creponcT between the objection uiged by the 0eii- 
tleman mm Maryland [Mr. CavsiwI and another 
zealous opponent of the bill from Ohio, [Mr. Ym- 
TON.] The latter of these gentlemen stoutly main- 
tained that the population and settlement of th* 
West could not be stimulated by government, let it 
moke what efforts it would; while the fbrmer made 
the contrary assumption the very ground-work of 
"his aivument. And here be (Mr. P.) would cdl 
upon the gentleman firom Ohio, if he was pceaeat, 
to say whether the r^rt of kfa remarks, as giyea 
in the National Intalligeneer, was correct — ^vrhether 
he approved and adt^ited that report as such. If h* 
leoeived no reply, he should take the fact for grant- 
ed. He fbuna uat report in the political ot|[aB of 
the gentleman^ Pf^ friends; he presumed it had 
been seen and read by the gentleman, who had made 
no ol^eelions to it; and Mr. P. should therefore oa- 
sume it to be a true report of what he had said. 

[A member here stated ' that the gentleman from 
Ohio was not in the hall.] 

Mr. P. would then proceed to call the attention of 
the committee to the meongruitiea and absurdities 
of those remarks. He would read some of tltem. 
[Mr. P. here quoted that passsge of Mr. Vnrroir's 
speech in which he had observ<3 that this bill went 
on a fake assumption, and insisted that its efifeet 
would not be to increase the population ofthe West 
by a single man, or the sales of^ the puUic land hf 
a sio^ acre.] Here was the position taken by oaa 
opponent of the bill. But what said the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Cauiin?] He held a do^rine 
directly the revene. Now, whose posiiioa was 
true, and whose was fiUse? One or the other must 
be mistaken. Periiaps neither of the gentkiaen 
had well reflected Oo the subject To Mr. P. it tp' 
peered that of the two the gentleman fhim BbsT- 
land best understood himssif and his ease. Mr.^. 
believed that this bill would praetieally increase tbs 
populMioB of the West; that it would facilitate to 
thousaadstfae-meaas of eomfintable living, sod m- 
der them happy and contented. Did he not bolieva 
this, he should not feel so much anxiety for the 
passage of the bill. But let him read a little fbitbsr 
from this same report. [Mr. P. here read that part 
of lit. ViNTON'i remarks in which he contended 
that, let government do what it pleased, an entirs 
generation must go by before the hnd already in 
market could be settled; the course of aeltlamit 
was regulated by the laws of nature, and govern- 
ment mi^t as well undertake to accelerate the nm.1 
Hear this. Here was one adversary of the biU 
maintaining that Congress might as well nnderlaks 
to accelerate the sun as to hasten the population 
and a^cultuial improvement of the West by any 
legislative action; while, on the other hand, the gen- 
tleman from Maryland insisted that that aocewa- 
tion was the very object of the bill, and must bs its 
inevitable effect f The gentleman seemed almost to 
see, even now, the rents of himself and his oonstito- 
ents gradually sinking, and their poverty-stricken 
tenants marching off to the West to find pee|ce, 
plenty, and eontentment, in a new home, leaving 
their landlords to repair their wasted revmoes ss 
they best could. 

Mr. CAUSIN here rose to explain; and, Mr. P. 
giving way for that purpose, he went on to say that 
the gentleman from Indiana bad misunderstood him. 
He had not advanced the doctnne that this bill was 
exceptionable because it aided the settlement of the 
western States, but because it administered too 
strong a stimulus to the spirit of enterprise, and , 
would fill the whole West with schemes of specula- ' 
tion and fraud. He would say to the gentlemaa 
that, if he knew es much about Marybina as he did 
about Indiana, he would know thatamon^ what the 
gentleman spoke of as the poor and laboring dasses 
of society, there were as many substantial comforts 
and as much of domestic happiness and content- 
ment as were to be found in any of the boasted val- 
leys of the western paradise. And Mr. Cs object 
had been to retain the poor and laborious nan in 
the poss ession of them. 

Mr. PErrriT resumed. StUI the dlffemes b*- 
tvreen the two gentlemen remained. Thsgende- 
moa from Maryland insisted that the biO vooM 
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admulat* emigratioaand •ntmpriae, and had before 
maintaioed that it would too much incfcaw t^e ag- 
negate of our agncultural producla, while the gen- 
ueman from Ohio had said over and over some naif 
.dpzen times that the bill would not and could not 
do any such thing. And yet, strange to lay, (he 
■ame j|;entleinan, in another part of his ipeech, 
urged It aa an objection to the bill Uiat it would do 
all thia! "While he maintained that no legialation of 
ConKresa could aaaist or accelerate the aettlemeot of 
the West, the gentleman and all the party to which 
he belonged hdd that the manufacturingmterectDf 
the Eaat, that the pace of labor and the price of 
gooda, might all be laiaed or lowered by the action 
of this House. The argument was an absurdity, 
aitd a contradiction in terms. How a man who, for 
one quarter of a century, had breathed the pure air 
of th« West, and drunk deep into the feelin||s of her 
h«ppy sons, could still be adverse to the improve- 
ment of her soil, and the consequent increase of 
her strength and prosperity, Mr. P. knew not, 
and oould not understand. He held that it be- 
came all who acted in a public capacity, as 
representatives and lawmalnn, to look not 
snerely at the passing hour, but at the final condi- 
tion, at the Aiture glory, strength, happiness, and 
peace, of their country. ' It was theirs to look down 
the vista of time, and to ses what line of policy 
would produce the greatest amount of good to the 
people who intrusted them with legislation. The 
man who legislated merely for the hour made but a 
poor return for the confidence of his countrymen. 
Now, if the Hotise would act on thia great princi- 
jia, they* would favor every measure* me tendency 
of whicB was to increase the population of the Uoi- 
tedStatos. This had been a favorite object in all 
wise governments, even as far back as the noly the- 
ocraey among the Jews. There never had been a 
dood government on earth that did not seek to mul- 
tiply Its people, to ameliorate their condition, and to 
insrease the general means of comfortable subsist- 
ence. But the gentleman from. Ohio maintained 
that, while government xould accelerate the growth 
of ma n u f actures and advance the interests of the 
mann&clnrine. States, it could do nothing to accele- 
rate' the pt^oiatioin and advance the settlement ef 
the West. 

The gentJetnan held that wa had too many wri- 
cuhorista and not enough mantiAtctoren; «M Sfr. 
P. would invite him to compare the condition of the 
two. Did he prefer the fctlid smdis and oily fumes 
of a (hctory to the fragrance of dover-ftelds and the 
perfume of new-mown ha^ Which produced the 
oighest delight In an unsophisticated human bosom.' 
And then go to individual cases: look at an entire 
bmily, father and mother and all the children, bow- 
ing over the loom or tending the spinning-jenney, 
ud driven to their work as a southern planter drives 
his slaves, working, with scarce time for their mods, 
from before daylight till long after dark, week in and 
week out, with scarce enough hours of rest to re- 
cruit their weary fhunes. Extend this lot to hun- 
dreds upon hundreds, and remember that it was all 
for the profit of a few: what inducement oould there 
be to an increase of population under such circum- 
Manees? Who would become a husband, or wish 
to become a father, only to entail endless deg- 
ndotion and toil upon his offspring, from 
uGtocy down to old age? Here was a con- 
uilion without individuiuity, without independ- 
ence, and with no prospect of improvement. Then 
lake, by way of contrast, the condition of a western 
cotlkger. wbo was and felt himself to be lord of his 
o*n soil — ay, of his own heart and head, too. 
Would a gentleman, by the operation of a protect- 
ive tariff, lead this western farmer to exchange his 
happy lot for that of the operative in a foctory? — 
part with his cheerful health and his humble roof 
■or a lot of slavery? — ^part with the noble feelings of 
a freeman and a freeholder of the West, to become an 
^stem serf^ the slave of a manufacturing overseeri 
' Bm, apart mm considerations of interest, he would 
i*k gmtlemen whether they really desired to con- 
■ vert oar western agriculturists into such manufac- 
turers as were found in the EtMl Could such a 
*)ah be found in any mind? What would be the 
I Mnttment of one who, in his infancy, had seen Jiis 
pansis in foil health, and amidst p^ce and plenty, 
■"eathine the pure air, and cultivating the rich soil 
' efthe West, after he had been translated to one of 
I diose smks of avarice and ceaseless toil in the eas- 
tan Slates? The recollection of his youth and of 
'"'.happy wesiem home would remain indelibly 
' ngraven on his heart. AAer some thirty years, at- 
: tcrhiiaged parents had pawe^ away, should b« 



visitthe scenes of his nativity, supoosing to meet 
there the same happy and beloved objects to which 
fhncy's eye turnea back, and on which memory 
dwelt with mingled delight and regret, how diffei^ 
ent a scene womd meet his eves ! His happy bark- 
roofed cottage, from which toe blue smoke once so 
cracefully curled, gonej the simple manners and 
moderate wishes of an agricultural society vanished; 
and in their place the hissing of steam and the hea- 
vy J>lack smoke of those huge palaces of mantifac- 
turing toil where wretchM operatives wore out 
their lives to augment the wealth of some heartless 
proprietor ! Such might be the policy which some 
gentlemen desired should prevail in relation to the 
agricultural population of the western States; but 
Mr. P. was not one of that daas. 

And now, to look At the subject in a different 
view, in its bearing on the strength, the durability, 
and power, of the ^vemment itself, and the love of 
the people for their free institutions. Would the 
time ever come when a country filled with hardy 
agriculiurisis would be subdued by a foreign foe? 
No, never. No government whose policy it had 
been to foster agriculture, and make every citizen an 
owner of the soil, had ever been overthrown. It 
never could be. An army of landholders and their 
sons were the most invincible force that ever took 
the field. So defended, we had nothing to fear. 
These were the men that would fight to the last 
drop of their blood for their home and hearth^etone. 
Mr. P. would ask gentlemen whose plan it was to 
make goods cheaper by oompellii^ people to pay 
more for them, whether they woula not have some 
little fellow-feeling for the interests of western 
farmers. He would ask gentlemen who were so 
fond of preventing the population of the East from 
passing over the mountains, where they would look 
tor defenders in case a war should arise, and we 
should be threatened with invasion. Whither 
would the recruiting seiigeant first think of directing 
his steps? Would it & to the window of some 
eastern flictory, in the hope of filling his ranks from 
the host of operatives? He might long call in vain; 
the sound ofnis drum would awake no response in 
thatt]uarter. Bat lethim raisehis flag ontheheights 
of d>e Alleghaniea — let the roll of his drum wake up 
the echoes of the western wilderness, — and from all 
the teeming valleys of that happy land would pour 
-forth in multitudes the farmers and their sons, era«- 



lating each other in rallying ettheir country's cdi. 
If a man would make his country great and happy, 
and fill it with people blithe and contented, bold and 



independent, let him fill it with tillers of the soil. 

Mr. P. had intended to say something in reference 
to the particulars of the present bill, but he need not 
dwdl on its details. It provided for agraduation as 
well aa a reduction in the prices of the public lands. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vihtoh] had ex- 

SresMd his regret that the price had ever been re- 
uced; he thought it a great mistake that it Mraa not 
suffered to remain at two dollars the acre. Now, 
Mr. P. could not undertake to say whether the gen- 
tleman had bought his own lands before the reduc- 
tion or since. If ha had bought them since the 
price was brought down to a dollar and a quarter, it 
was not very unnatural that he should wish to see 
it raised to two dollars: if he bought it before the 
reduction, he might perhaps r^ret that others got it 
so much cheaper, and for aught Mr. P. knew, that 
might be the true motive of the gentleman's opjiosi- 
tion. He was at a loss to put any on« oonsistsnt 
construction upon the gentleman's aicavent, b^ 
jcaxmt its several parts were devoid of airconiwction, 
and contradicted each other. He would read an- 
other extract from the gentleman's speech. In the 
psssage he was going to read the gentleman contra- 
dicted himself. Mr. P. hod before shown that he 
hod contradicted the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. Cauiin,] and the gentleman from Maryland 
had contradicted him; now the gentleinan contra- 
dicted himself. 

[Here Mr. P. read from that part of Mr. VntTON't 
remarks in which he adverted to the vast amount 
of the sales of the public lands in 1836, '37, and '38, 
the consequent increase of agricaltural prodaqtions 
and their present reduced ptiot.] 

The gentleman hod just befora insisted that no 
action of that House could possibly stimuhoe West*- 
em agriculture: hew then did it happen that the 
great sales of 1836 operated to reduce the prices of 
prodiice? And yet the gentleman dwelt on the pre- 
aigious decrease in the value of western products, 
and attributed it to the fact that the daas of agrical- 
tnrists was too large. Yes, the gsntlemaa'S doctrine 
WM that we had too great a nqmber of agrictdta- 



rists— a doctrine which Mr. P. kdd^and ever should 
holdjnutterabhorrenceand detestation. GoodHaav^' 
en! The gentleman might as wall tell him that thera 
was too much happinea^ too ranch contentment, too 
much equality, too much independence, among our 
people. Let him compare, in this respect, the farm' 
mg population with that of any other portion of th» 
community. Could a table be constructed in which, 
happiness, independence, contentment, wen the sta- 
tistics to be recorded, the balance would be found to~ 
be fire to one in &vor of the agricaltural interests. 
If human happiness was to be found on earth, it 
was foimd among them. He did not mean such 
airy and fandful lu^vpineas aa poets described-~ha 
did not mean Arcadian felicity-— but that true, solid, 
.substantial happiness which arose firom the undis- 
turbed and und^uted possession of peace and 
plenty. Assuming the agricultural population to 
amotmt to four miluons, Mr. P. went into a calcula- 
tion to show that tbdr comparative eiijoymeDt was 
as twenty-five to one. Wait but the course of na- 
ture, cried the gentleman from Ohio^wait but th« 
course of nature and of time, and all the public 
lands would sdl at government price. Wbeo that 
gentleman and his party invoked the action of this 
government to atimulale the interests of manofao- 
tures, Mr. P. should remember these words, and 
reply to him. Wait but the course of natuie and of 
time, and in due season all the water power and all 
the steam power that the cotmtry poasesssd or could 
raise would at length be fUUy occupied. The gen- 
tleman's doctrine on this subject remiaded him o{ 
an account he had read of an atteinpt by the Span* 
ish government to improve the naviaatiaa of a eer- 
tain river in that country. The Kisg sent forth 
communioners, who were to make a thorough ex- 
amination, and report to him on the propriety of the 
scheme. The commissioners, with salaries in pro- 
portion to their dignity, went forth to the task, and, , 
having ei^mined Ute nver very thoroughly, return- 
ed, and made report that it would be inexpedient to 
engage in the undertakiiv at prssent: the river wtm 
just as the Almighty had made it, and if he wanted 
It otherwise, he would no dsubl dear out the ob- 
structions. [A laugh.] 

The gentleman mm Ohio thought it had been a 
great mistake to reduce the price ofthe lands bdow 
two dollars. This was quite in keeping with the fin- 
vorite doctrine of the gendemon's party, who 
thought itin aU cases belter to spend two doUai* 
than a doHar dhd a quArter: and henos they were in 
favor of a prolaclive tariff; for their greatest fear 
was that the people would he able to buyootton 
doth, and lands, and haU, and boots, too cheap, and 
that the democracy would thua be enabled to buy 
shoes to come to the elections when they should b« 
hdd in the winter time. [A laugh.] This was th« 
great egg which had been hatched and brooded over 
by that party during so long an incubation, viz: to 
prevent goods and lands being bought too cbsap, 
and a state of sodety arising that would prove too 
advantageous to mankind. [Mr. P. here again 
quoted tne speech of Mr. Yintoh, in which h« 
stated it aa a fiut that the same amount of lands 
^were taken up at two dollars as had since been 
taken at one and a quarter.] This was the doctrine 
in one part ofthe speech; but immediatdy after, the 
gentleman dwelt on the rapid improvement ofthe 
whole western sk>pe ofthe AU^ianies. [Mr. P. 
here quoted again.] Thus the gentleman contra- 
dicted his own poshion. The commencement and 
the eonduaion of his speech anved wdl together; 
they both advanced the same doctrine: but in the 
miadle the gentleman's argument took every poMi- 
ble direction. The neat object of dread with hint ', 
and his party seemM to be that there should be too 
great an amount of agricaltural produce, lest by pos- 
sibility one straw, or one potatoe or onion, would 
go to decay, and so return to remanure the soil. 
This was a result most fearfol indeed; but the over- 
stimulation of manufacturing labor was quite a harm- 
less matter. The over-production of manufactured 
goodsexdtednofeanatall in that quarter. The 
gentleman would imther see the operati ves in the fac- 
tories chahied down to the loom, ground down in 
wages, and actually starved to death, by wealthy 
proprietors, than to have them pass over the moun- 
tains and breathe the free air of^lhe West, standing 
on their own estates, and surrounded by all that 
could make human beti^ happy and contented. 

Idr. McCLERNAND next took the floor, and 
proceeded to reply to the argunMiiu of all the ger* 
tiemen in suocesston who had qmkenin opposition 
to the provisions of the bill. In reply to those who 
contended for i|»iforimty in the bud system, h« 
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diowed that Uw •ystem nerer bad been unifbrm. 
At one titte the credit syatem prerailsd, and at 
dtiothsrcaah paymeots were required; at one time 
(be prie« was |3 25 per acre, and at another it waa 
A SS. He mentioned varioui other chan^ which 
bd teken place, as knowledge in relation to the 
poUic domain had increased, and the intereats of 
the coontry required. He also entered into some 
atatements in relation to the couiae pursued in many 
tiirtbe old States, and quoted from published decbia- 
tfona of many iUustrious men of the old States of 
this country to shov that they were in favor of the 

S' stem fbr which he contended. He auoted from 
r. Randolph, of Virginia, to show that he was 
altt oniT wming that the price of the public lands 
■lurald M reduced, but that thej should be ceded to 
the States in which they lie. He then proceeded to 
inquire into the projective operation or this meas- 
ure as a meafure of finance, and to notice what class 
of lands it would operate upon. It was land that 
hiid bean long in the marked iataiot lands, which 
it wouU be vain to expect to bring as great a price 
ni \aail of better quality. 

-Mr. McC. referred to the former history of the 
administration of the public lands, and mentioned 
one ease in particular, which was inaudible to the 
rOMTter, wnere the graduation system had been 
agoptiai, and ita wisdom been proved by actual ex- 
p^ment, tinder which, within Ibur yean, more thaii 
tiftt mBKoai of acres of land had been sold, and the 
remmnt thereof had been sold at fair prices. 

.The gentleman tWtm Ohio [Mr. VivToirj had said 
the dpmtion of this bill would be to stimulate the 
agricultural iatereata and population, and, therefbre, 
ifahouM not pasa. This was similar to another 
ailment fh>m the same quarter, viz: that agricul- 
ture needs no protection. The same gentwmen, 
hdwever, who held this doetiine, were in fhvor of 
tin higb-tarifr system, which would give to 
sattfrn manuftu:tiiren a monopoly of the market, 
and eempcl the other classes oi the community to 
ftty, tribute to them out of the proceeds of 
their honest, unprotketed industry. They found, in 
this sentiment avowed by the gentleman, the ex- 
ptaaatien of the course of^ the gentlenian>s party — 
the federal party. While they would stretch, and 
evfa) violate, the constitotion to confer upon the man- 
uiketiiren 'exclusive privileeea at the expense of 
ottMr dasaes of society, they at the same time 
w4ald fight against the pre-emption policy, wotild 
vote to iflcreaae the pt'ices of lh<i pulw wmda to 
•dad sutlers, and would support other kindred 
m eas u res. PnteeHon and tneowragemmt to monu^ 
lHi%»— Aatffitjl to Ac agricukvKrUt, was, if net their 
avowed motto, at least the principle upon whidi 
they acted. The agricultural interest was the great in- 
terest of Qie country, the source from which all 
wealth, iodividual and national, was derived; it 
was the strength of the mechanic's arm, the 
breece which spread the sales of commerce: 
it eOBStituted the sinews of war; it was the spirit of 
ho^ilriity, of liberty, of independence; it w»a the 
Bt<n on which the government leaned for support: 
and yet this was the very interest which the goitle- 
man rose and said needed no protection, no encour- 
aeiment, and that it was already too predominant. 
If the true policy of this government was not to in- 
terfbre widi the diflbrent branches of industry — to 
permit labor unmoleated to receive its own rewards, 
-^then let the rule be carried out; let no invidious 
distinction be made m fhvor of other interests, at the 
exMnse of the agricultural interests of the country. 

Mr. MeC. presented other eonsideiations in sup- 
port •f the policy of the biH, and in reply to some 
of tha objeetions that had been urged against it. 
One of its benelteent effects would be ti rwlnce the 
power and patronage of this government in the new 
Stale*. In them, there were something like sixty 
land effces, with twice that number of registers, re- 
ceiver*, Ac— all whose salaries, and exmnses con- 
neetad therewith, amounted to half a million of dol- 
lant %i»liieh would be saved by its passage. He 
urged that this was a fhvorabic time for the adjust- 
ment of this matter. 

Thejr fi«quently heard it aaid that the great and 
iDtereaiing queation of the annexation (tf Texas 
had been pa ss ed upon by the people in the late 
presidential elecdon. They of the Weat claim- 
ed that this queation had also been set- 
tled by the election. An issue had been made up 
between Mr. ClaT and Mr. Polk. Mr. Clay was 
in fcv»r of distribution, and his powerful intellect 
and-atoqaenoe had often been directed to the aopport 
ofdiatpoUey. Mr. Polk was in favor of the grad- 
naboD and reduction of the price* of the public 



lands — he had so voted and ao spoken. The coun- 
try had decided in favor of the position of Mr. Polk; 
and they of the West now called on this Con- 
gress, especially upon their democratic friends, to 
carry out this decree of the people. This waa an 
auspicious^>eriod for the adjustment of this question; 
and if gentlemen firom the old States were apprised 
of the preaent and prospeoUve condition of thing* — 
as they doubtless were— they would seise on thi* 
opportunity for adjusting this matter. It was evi- 
dent that the numerical strength of the new State* 
had been increasing rapidly for the laat few yeere, 
while that of the old Statea had decreased; and this 
would continue to be the case, so that, in 1850, they 
would have the power in their own hands to ac- 
compliah themaelrea, what they now asked of 
their brethren of the other portions of the Union a* 
a matter of justice. Mr. McC. concluded with a 
brief and spirited appeal to gentlemen tcom all sec- 
tions of the country to unite and extend to this 
bill a cordial support as a matter of justice to the 
hardy settlers of the West, and as a beneficent 
measure ofgreat national policy. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH next obtained the floor, 
and moved that the committee rise. He however 
yielded for a moment to 

Mr. THOMASSON, on whoae request a substi- 
tute which he proposed to offer for the bill, if in 
order, waa read by the -Clerk. 

The CHAIRMAN decided it out of order at prea- 
ent — an amendment to the bill already pending. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the committee then 
rose and reported promas. 

On motion of Mr. CAUSIN, by general eonaent. 
the said substitute of Mr. Tkohasson wa* ordered 
to be printed. 

COAST 8UETKT. ' 

At the auggestion of Mr. J. R. DfGEBSOLX., 
by eeneral consent. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Houa* a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, tiana- 
mitting a report from ths supeiinlsodeot of the coast 
aurvey showing the procress of the work. 

On motion of Vu. INOERSOLL, by nnaral 
consent, it was laid on the table, and oroMad t« be 

Srinted, the usual number, and 500 extra copj^ 
lereof. 

SKNfTB BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. SLWELL, by general con- 
tent, the fbllowing biH* firom the Senate wen taken 
from the Speaksr'a table: read tivie* and appropriate* 
ly referred, viz: 

An act fbr the rdief of J. McFarlane, 

An act for the relief of CKdeon Batehdder and 
others. . 

An act for the relief of Jame* Ritchie. 

An act for the relief of the legal representative* 
of Pierre Menard and othen. 

A joint reaolulion authorizing an allowance to 
Purser D. M. F. Thornton in the settlonent of his 
aceounts. 

A joint reaolution explanatory of an -act making 
appropriations for the payment of revolutionary 
pensions for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1845. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved that the latter res- 
olution beput upon ita passage at this time. 

Mr. WELLER moved to refer it, but subsequent- 
ly withdrew the motion. 

Mr. CALDWELL briefly explained the object of 
the rasohitioa, and urged ite pa ssage at this time. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved iu reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PARMENTSR moved the previous ques- 
tion; which, if miBiained, would cut off the motion 
to commit, and bring the House to a direct vote on 
the revolution. 

The House refhsed to second the demand for the 
previous question. 

And the question being taken on the reference of 
the reaolution, the vote stood— ayes 56, noes ^. 

No quorum votingg 

Mr. WM. J. BROWN moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. HOOB moved that, whm ths House ad- 
ioun, it adjourn over to Mondi^ next 

And the yeas and nays being called for and 
ordered, the question was taken, Md deaided in the 
affirmative— yeaa 87, nay* 61. 

The Honse then adjourned. 

TYm following notice* of petition* pr**en(ed to- 
day, ware handed to the reporter by the mambera 
preaeotiag them: 

By Mr. A. C. DODOE: The petitiea ef Was- J. A. Bead- 



ing for ndectton of paitage, tad tta« tboUiluMDt o 
fnnlUnr priTilan: rsfvmd I* theConmlMeeoathe 
OOee and Pott Hoada. Abo the petition of WilUsm O 

Itimyiag for a peiuiom refe 
attomuj PoMioiu. Ako 
pra^iiig (or • poaaioB: nioi 
tioiitnr Feoiioiu. Alao tl 



CoiDmittse on the Post CMBoa tad roat 



(brd, aiq., prsjrinc eomMnieUon Ibr npocting tli* dacWaas 
oftlMSi^naM court of the Territory of torn: rofiuredta 
thaGofsntitloeefClaias. AJn from io<i«h Srott, oT Soett 
eooiitr, lews, praying CoagnM to psu > law aothacistBg 
the lead otteon to coiroct as eironeou ei^ ci had asada 
by him. 
By Mr. N. P. STONE: The atemoritl of 8* eitliOH, pimy- 

oSrifca 

w Vest 

poUtionofWilUsm Oiaaa, 

referred to the Comoiittce on Beive- 

tlM petition of Roxaiiiia Met* 

niorred to the CoaaiHtse on Bsvoki. 

Alao the f-Hti/... - m— — i. i g)ji.«...^, 

firayt^ for a peniioo: referred to tlu Conuaittee on Baro- 
tttioiiary Pansioiu. 

By Mr. McDOWEIX: The petitioa of inndry u aia u i ia of 
the oottBty of Brown, Ohio, taUnK a reduction of poeS^«: 
referred to the - ■ . _ . 

Roada. 

By Mr. BIDLACK: The petition of eititeni of Wyomiax, 
Peanaylvaaia, far a rednctien of the ratea of poalaga, and 
the teatriotion of the iranldng priril^: nUKtvl t« the 
Conmittee on the Pott OOoe and Poat Boada. 

Bt Mr. HOUSTON: The petlUoa of sundry citiiena of 
WaUcereoaaty, Alabama, Piayiar Conneaa topaasalaw 
anthoriziog aid tOewiag trlidisel Bobina, of atU eoon^, 
to draw back pay aa an inralid penaiaoer: rafencd to tas 
Committee on Invalid Fenaiona. Alae the petition of sbb- 
dry eitlzena of Walker county, Alatiftma, praying Coograaa 
to paaa a law allowing N. A. Penland baek pay aa tamva. 
lid peaaiaaer. refarred to the Coaunittee oo lavalkl rs» 
sioaa. 

Bv Mr. JOHN W. SAVIS: The pcdttoa oflatac SpaBcar. 
ofMoaroaeoanty, in aaid State, Anying compenaanoB fi>r 
a horaekntinttosetvtoeoftheUnitad^tatea. 

ByMr.FULLERj Ths patition fhm abeat soeitlssas of 
Athena, Bnidftrd county. Fannaylrania, piaying fiar • iw 
duotion of the rates ofpoatage, and a Bodiaoauaa of the 



fraakiac privllage. 

By Mr. PRATT: The patidon 
R. Quean, ConuDittee of Anacostla Navy .yard F£e Caa- 



t of Thomas Thorahr end J. 



g; 



iay: referred to the Committee on Pulilic BuUdii^ and 
rounda. Alao the petition of f randa Dodge: rafsrred to 
the Commitee on Pcaaions. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: Ths patHioa of iaratl iehasea, CaH 
county, Indiana, praying relial 

By A. P. STONE: The memorial of Chailea TownaaM, 
praying (br companaation for servieea landerad aa commia- 
aloaer to exsaBie and report apon claima gTowins out 
oitkeIaatwtr..raisnMitolheCnmalttaeef cGiiBS. Ala* 
the petition of C. Neawaager iarralisilreforrad to thaCoa*. 
mhtee of Claima. 

By Mr. BATLT: The patition of the hairi of Thea.Ua. 
daiBiU, for cempe n sa t la a for depretetloaa oa Us pi u u e ily 
by Aanioan tivopa during ths levolaKontnr war. Th* 
I- .... alttm^lMn, 



adminiatrator of 1 



petition of TaaUaSavajre, , 

pnylag compensation for brick fumiahed the govamuMBl. 
Alao the petition ofSanhB. SUIh.to be lalievad (con an 
Ifflpmdant purchase of atract of land in Virginia, aiado by 
her lata haaband. 

Bv Mr. HtBBlCTT- The peiilloB of John O. Paridas. aad 
sas anadtad and sevanty^ix others, eitlzena of Kanaebaak 
Port, la the State of Maine, for a licht-honae at the entraaee 
of the harbor at aaid Kaaaebaak Fort: referred to tha Coat. 
Biittee on Commecoe. 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of E. M. Ragland end Mt 
othen; the memorial of Marina Sherwood and IMothara; 
the memorial ef Riohard Jenkins and 180 othera; the mano- 
rial of Wm. WUttlaaay aadei othara: the memorial of Wm. 
Reana aad lit othai*i the nieaorial of J. R. Moatgomary 
and oUien ;'aU praying a grant of lands to aid the StSM tt In- 
diana Incompletingtothe Ohio rirer the Wahaah and Erie 



IN SENATE. 
MoNOAT, December 30, 1844. 
The journal of Thursday last having bean read, 
Ray. Mr. TtitrcN offered up the fbllowing pmyer, 
viz: 

Great God ! in closing the labonof snothar year, 
and in entering upon Uie duties of another weak, 
we desire to gather up around thy feet, that w« Qay 
receive from thy lips the lessons of heaveiily Wia> 
dom. Do thou, God, instruct ua in tb* know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeaua Chriat, wluna 
to know aright is everiasting life. Sanctify to n» 
all the dispensations of thy righteous, though •omo- 
time* profoundly mysterious. Providence. Thou 
hast seen fit, during the few months that aw p**t, 
to eraae flrom the register of the living the naao-of 
an honored, lamented, and beloved aenator. May 
we liaten with attention and reverence to tbo voic* 
which comes to us from his fai^distant grave, aajF- 
iag to each and every one of ua, "b* ye also ready, 
for at such an hour aa ye tlunk not, tna Son ot mm ' 
ahan come." And thou who doat ten^iar the 
piercing north wind to the aidea of the Iamb 
newly ahown of ita fleece, do thou sustain and eonn 
fort the heart which, by this bereavement, has been 
ahom of its joys and its hopes. Be thou the hus- 
band of the widow, and the father of the fhthsili** 
And grant, O Lord, that the changea which ai* 
hare continually transpiring, majr indue* u* all to 
seek a permanent connection with the general as- 
aembljr and church ofthefintbom, whose namaa 
are written in HeavMt; and thia,. with the foigive- 
nnaa of all our sins,personal and natio^, we twof ■ 
biy bag, fbr Jesua Christ's M^lte. Anm' 
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Mr. TAFPAN prMcnted Um patition of AItb' 
DaJt and otliei«i memben of a oompao^ of Ohio 
yoluntawn, pnyuie eompenMUion for their wrrieas 
in the last war witA Qreat Britain; which waa r^ 
ferred to the Commiuee on Military ASain. 

Mr. STURGEON praaented a petition &om In- 
diana and Wealmoreland oounties, PennaylTania, 
praying that penaiona may be gianted to the aur" 
Tivora of thoae who were engaged in the wara with 
th« Indiana prior to 1794, under Gecurala St Clair 
and Wayne. 

Mr. l£ ezpreaaed the ht^M that the committee 
would ae« the prmriety of granting the prayer of 
the petltionera. He aav no leaaon why peoaiotia 
ahpuld not be extended to thoae who fought prior 
to 1794, aa aubaequent to that period: referred to 
the Committee on Penaiona. 

Alao preaented a memorial from a number of the 
citizens of Pennaylvania, remoiutrating againat the 
annexation of Te^aa to the United Statea: referred 
to. the Committee on Foreign Relatione. 

Mr. ARCHER presented the petition of Robert 
Mayo, the legal repreaentative of Oeoige Mayo, 
d«ceaa«d, praying ooaspeaaation for hi* 



a dark in i 



Poat 



Department: lefetted to 
the Comqiittee on the Poat Office and Poat Roads. 

Mr. BREGSE preaented a petition from Tbonas 
B a aa a lt, propoaiog to sell to the gOTCinment his dia- 
covery or a theory by which changea in the weather 
may be predictad: reicnred, with the papers on the 
filea upon the aubject, to the Committee on Agrical- 
ture. 

Mr. BUCHANAN preaented a memorial firom a 
number of eitizena of Wayite county, Pa., aetling 
foRh tfaat they are aatiafied that the preaent natural 
izatioB lanrs mould remain at they are — flve years' 
prphrtion hut that two Tears should be extended, 
aAer natuiahzalioD, in orocr to enable thoee natu- 
ralind to anjoy the right of aiifltrage and of hold- 
ing oAeo. iiei. requestiag that Texaa be admitted 
into tfas Umob; that the tariff of 1843 be permitted 
to remain as at presaot, except aome of ita details, 
which should be modiAed so as to make it more 
just and aqual. They recommend that it remain 
for four yeara, to try ita effect The aeveral aub- 
jects einbraeed in the petition were referred to tha 
respecttTe appropriate committeaa. 

Alao presented two memorials ftom citizens .of 
Pennsylvania, asking Congress to paaa the act 
which paasad the Senate laat aesaion, making pn^ 
vision Tor the eonstmction of a canal around the 
&lla of St Mary, thus to connea Lakes Superior 
and Huron: lefeired to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Also preaented a memorial from citizens of Penn- 
aylvania, Baking Congreaa to take meaaurea to 
amend the oonsUtafion of the United Statea, ao aa 
expreaaly to restrain the general government from 
interfering, or requiring any portion of the people of 
the United Statea to interfere, ia the intamal con- 
cerns «f an^ State, for the pnrpoae of aiding any 
portion of lU inhabilaBts to hold any other oortion 
in a aiate of alavery or oppression: ordorea to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition from Julius 
Eldced, ntaying remunenuioa for hia aerrioea and 
the jeinmuraemeot of hia expenses in removing the 
copper rock from Lake Superior to Waihi^rton 
citv: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

nfr. ATHERTON preaented a petition from the 
baits of Moass Wbila, praying for arrears of pian- 
aion: relbrrbd to the Committee oa Pensions. 

Mr. BREESE preaented a memorial from the 
miyor and common council of the city of Chicago, 
pmyiiM[ ibr a grant of land: referred to the Commit 
leeaaPublieCaods. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition from certain 

merchants, traders, and dealers of the city of 

' Oarien, in the State of Oeoipa, asking for the 

le-eslablialnaent of a collection diatriet in that 

flKe: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from Oen. 

John Stockton, praying remuneration for loaa of 

I baggage in Canada daring the late war, in eonseqaenee 

i of as order givea t^ the ooramanding officar to aba»> 

Ion the baggage: lefuied to the Committee on Mil- 

, itary Afiaira. 

On motion byMr. WHITE, it was ordered that 
thtpatition of William Marshall ha taken from the 
I tits, and Tsfarred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
I bin. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from Sam- 
oal MerriH, and twenty-one othen of the State of 
lilaio^ {xayins dnt every propoaitien for thf an- 



naxation of Texas OMy be defeiuad: reftrredto'the 
Committee on Foreign Relatione. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from the 
Chickaaaw nation of Indiana, praying that their 
claims under the treaty ceding their wnda to the 
United Slates, may be. referred for examination (a 
thejudiciary tribunals: i«fhrrad to the Jndiciary,Com> 
mittee. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, the petitions of 
Oeorge De Passau and Benjamin BaUaid, of Lou- 
isiana, pmying for the confirmation Of tide to car- 
tain landa, be taken fVom the files, and reftn«d to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. B. gave notiee that he would to-morrow aak 
leave to introduce a bill to confirm certain land ctaima 
in the Oreenaburg land district in Louisiana. 

Mr. NILES preaented a petition from John Mar- 
tin and othera, praying for the eatabUahment of cer- 
tain post routes in Wiseonain Teiritory: refhrred to 
the Committse on the Poat OfBice and Post Roada. 

Mr. SEVIER then addveaed the Senate in the 
following worda: 

Ma. PacainBHT: Indiq)enaable public and private 
engagements in ray own section of the Union have 
kept me from my seat in the Senate until a few 
day aince. And now that I am here, I regret that 
the first duty which I havs to perform is on« calcu- 
lated to give pain to the heart of every senator. My 
late friend and colleague, Wiluau S. Fclton, one 
of the senators from the State of Arkaoaaa, is no 
more ! He died, in the firtieth year of his age, on 
the morning of the 15th Auguat laat, at his resi- 
denc at Rosewood, in the vicinity of Little Ro^. 
Hia aidcnass was af short duration, but of a moat 
painfiil and mdanchely character. He died of a 
diaeaae contraded by imprudently aleeping in a 
chamber but recently pamted— « diseaae which baf- 
fled the sUU of the mioat eminent of our phyaieiana. 
He died suffering more than I can describe. 
Though absent in a distant part of the State during 
hit liflftii'— , I reached his residence about daylight 
on the morning of hia death, and aaw him die. It 
was a acene, Mr. Preaident, which I ahall never 
for^ The agjonyof ids wifa.and rdativeaaad 
near personal frienda, oa that most OMlancholy eo- 
caaion, I dwll not attempt to describe. Fully 
aware of hia approaching end, he met hia death with 
iSrmneaa and reaignation, and convcraed aensibly of 
his affairs to the last 

His loss to Us ihmily is an irreparable one. Their 
brighteat hopea of life have been withered and an- 
nihilated forever. He waa the prop of hia house; 
a provident and devoted husband; a kind and affeo- 
tionate parent The grief #hich they fhel in conse- 
quence of their loaa, time and a merciful Providence 
alone can mellow and ancdiorate. He received in 
hia aiokneas every attantioa which love and pro- 
fessional skill eoutd render, but all in vain ! It will 
be gratifying to the Senate to learn that he left his 
&mily, though not in affluent, yet in easy pecuniae 
ry circumataneee; and aurroonded by thoee who 
will befriend and protect hia widow and be aa &- 
there to his nuaor children. 

Hia loss to me, sir, is aaost seeaiUy fdt Ws 
wara intimately connected in the cloaeat tiea of per- 
aonal and political Criendabip for more than fifteen 
yeara; and daring all of that time oar friMidahip, in 
evcryreapset,' was never intermitod for a single 
moment A truer friend, and one in every sense 
more devoted, I never had or axpset to have. But, 
air, my lass, as great as I regard it, is notUng com- 
pared to his loss to his Stats and to the whole coun- 
try. From eariy youth to the day of his death in 
the flUneaa oC manhood, ha waa actively engaged 
in the serviea of his eountryi first in military and 
then in civil capacitiea of high trust and responsi- 
bility— Htfkan at tlie poat of danger, and always at 
that of duty;' and wherevw phoed or howervar 
I tried, b« prond UaMtif t^oal to die oeeasioa. 



True to his eduntry, he was always nady^ 
promptly and efficiently, to render her any aasr 
vice required at hia handa. Poaaeaaing a 
purity of principle and sternness of integrity which 
"knew no dumge, nor the shadow of turning," ha 
united with these atarling qualities a cordial warmth 
of feeling, and winning amiability of manner, which 
secured him alike the respect and affection of aU. 

Gov. FvLTOK waa bom in Cecil county, in tb% 
State of Maryland, on the 2d of June, 1795. Ha 
had not attained the age of manhood, when hia 
youthful patriotiam would not permit him to be a 
silent spectator of the last war. Following the ex- 
ample of hia gallant fiither, who commanded a vol- 
tmteer corpa of artillery, he tendered hia services ta 
hia country, and was received as a volunteer aid to 
Col. Armstead, in the memorable bombardment ^f 
Fort McHenry— during which, from the necassaiy 
activity of his services, he waa expoaed to great 
danger. 

Subaequently to whish, ha removed to the Stata 
of Tennease; and there acquiring the fricndahip of 
General Jackaon, he aerved with him aa private sec- 
retary during hia Florida campaigna. 

At the termination of the war, he studied Uw, at 
Naahville, in the office of tha late Felix Oruady; 
and afterwarda aettled in Florence, in Alah a m a, 
where he practised hia profeaaion aa a lawyer. 

Upon the acceaaion of Gen. Jackaon to tha presi- 
dency, in 1899, among the first appoinMenU to of- 
fice by Gen. Jackaon was that of hia fiiiand Fntini 
to the office of aeeretary for tha then Tenitoty of 
Arkanaas, under Gov. Pope. Th^l office he held, 
and the duties of which be fhithfUly disohaiged, 
unta the expiration of Gov. Pope's term of ssrvica, 
in 1835, when he was appointed to suoesed him. 
He continued in that <^ee anii^lt ceased, the next 
yeac, by the admission of A ?>•"■«*» into the Union 
asaStaU. 

Upon tha atganioaiion of the State govemmentof 
Arkansas, he waa dected one of tha min senator* 
to the Congress of tha Unitad Statea. He waa 
i^aia elected to the aame office in 1840, and hid 
three years of his term to serve when he died. 

How he performed his various public trusts, 1st 
his rapid advancement, bom etations which wat« 
humble to thoee of high trust and responsibility, 
answer. The son of an Irishman, poor, and ua> 
known to fkme— too young to be coerced to tha per- 
formance of military duty,— yet he and hia fkihar 
were volunteers in the ssrrice of their country, ia 
the dark hour of their country's }>eril. His gal- 
lantry at Fort McHenry gave him tha friendship of 
Gen. Jackaon, who made him hia private aseratary 
in his Florida campaigns. Hia fidelity to Ganatal 
Jackaon, and quslifications for the office, made him 
secretary of Arkansaa. His fidelity to the psopla of 
Arfcsnsaa as governor and aeeretary made him ana 
oftheaenatots from that State. And his fidaBtf 
and efficiency while a member of tha SenaM— of 
which I am sore you will all bear teatioMny^ihsiag 
rarely ev«r ahaent, and alwaya performing duty, 
gave him hia r««l«edon to the Senate in 1840. Is 
his case, aa atrongly perhapaas in that of any othtr, 
we have the exemplification that a public airaiB* 
that never tripa nor fhHers in his duty tohiscoa- 
atituenu, ia rarely ever forgotten by a grateful peo- 

** As a politician. Gov. Foltow «m a maaabar of 
the democratic party; and fihiu Booe waa mora 
eoaseientioua and zealous in the support and advo- 
cacy of hia party, with a magnanimity and lol«r%> 
tion which all might admire and ua^UDy imilBla, 
he accorded honesty and patriatiMB of puiposeto 
thiM< vho diffeiad with him, and in hia psraoaal In- 
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teieoane regarded all aa fHendi. He ditd without 
leaving an enemy behind him. 

"The lemaina of Gov. Foltoh, on the day after 
hi* death, amid the mouroful tolling of the church 
beUa, and accompanied with nearly the whole popu- 
la^on in proceuion aa moumera, were carried to the 
public burying ground of Little Rock, and there 
buried by the aide of his father and brother, and aer- 
vni of his children. 

bn the day after, the citizens of Little Rock and 
its vicinity, in the capital of the State, held a public 
meeting, at which resolutions were passed paying a 
proper tribute of respect to his memory. And 
more recently, upon the assembling of the State legis- 
lature of Arkansas, his death was announced, when 
similar resolutions of respect to his memory were 
paasedj both branches of the general assembly ad- 
joonied and clothed themselves in the habiliments of 
mourning — bs did also every officer of the State. 

.In this deep sffliction of my State, for the prema- 
ture loas of one of her fiivorite sogM, and as a proper 
mark of respect to one of our late beloved associates, 
I Bsk of the Senate iu sympathy, and accordingly 
offiir for its consideration the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

lU—biid ulunimtulji, That the Senate, from a lincere de- 
■ira of •howiBg cv«iv Biaik of n<{i«ct due to the nemoiv 
of the Hon. Robibt a. Fvltor, late a member thereof, will 
(oiDto moaraiiig by wearing crape on the left arm for 
uUrty da/j. 

lUttlpti uaanimoiulji. That aa an additional mark of ro- 
meet for the memory of the Hon. BoaaaT 8. Foltoh, the 
Seiate do now a^joun. 

Ordered, That the leoretaiy notify thaHoose ofBepre- 
•eatativaa aeoordlogly. 

WhsnnpoB th« Ssnale then •djcnmad.' 

• HOUSE OF HEFRESENTATIVES. 
MoMDXT, December 30, 1844. 
MAP OF THB UNITED STA.TB8. 

Mr. C. J. INOER80LL asked leave to offer the 
following resolution: 

hattcti. That the Clerk of the Houie be directed to pro- 
cure lor each of the memben of thi< Houk, aa early ai 
may be,aaiapaf the United Stateaprapaiid agreeably to the ' 
latettand moit. suttMolic aurreya, and teducvd to a acale 
foreonvenlent nferenea in the Hoase, not oxceading twen- 
ty inohee equare, exliibiting all the principal featiuea and 
■ettnmenta of o?r acluowledged territory, together with 
genoial ootUnea of the contigiMoa po imi loni of Taxa*, 
Mexico, Oreat Britain, Bntaia, ko. kc. 

Qi^tions being made, Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL 
movM a suspension of ths lules; but the motion was 
not agreed to. 

PENSIONS. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, explanatory 
of on act making appropriation for the payment of 
revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1845, 
was taken up, and read the first and second time. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved that the bUl be 
now put upon iu passage; and supported the motion 
with sons appropriate remarks. 

Mr. CALDWELL also spoks in fiivor of the 
motion, and in support of the resolution. 

Mr RATHBUN, after some remarks, moved to 
refer it to the Committee of the Whole; and after 
soma remarks firem Mr. WINTHROP and Mr. 
D. L. SEYMOUR; 

"Die question was tiOien on reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and rejected. 

nelnU was then read ths third time, and passed. 

llie bill from the Senate, attthorizing tb« Secretary 
of ui« TWsury to make an arrangement or eom- 
proinise with the sureties on the brads of Samuel 
Bwartwout, kte collector of the port of New York, 
was read the first and second time. 

Mr. PAYNE observed that it was just as wdl to 
^ rid of a bill of that sort now, as at any other 
tune. He intended to oppose it; for he was unwil- 
line to see this government commence any system 
of legialatioa by which those who have embezzled 
the fublic money shall be released from the penal. 
ties of the law. He looked not to any individual 
eases; he looked not to the fact that Mr. Swartwout 
or his securities waa to be released; but he looked 
to the geoetalpiineipls, which he wiahed to see ap- 
plied to all. BeforsM made the motion with which 
M intended to condud* his remarks, he would no- 



tice an aigument which might be urged in favor of 
this bin. 

We may be told (said Mr. P.) that some arrange- 
ment i< necessary in order to get something from Mr. 
Swartwout in return for the enormous amount of 
public mooev he has embezzled and applied to his 
own use. But he looked upon that as a matter of 
minor importance. He had rather the government 
never ahould receive a dollar from Mr. Swartwout, 
or any other of the^ublic defaulters, than set the 
example that would oe given by the passage of this 
bill. He would let this matter rest, a warning to 
all who may have public money entrusted to them, 
that if they embezzle and apply it to their own use, 
they must abide by the peiiUtiea of the law. 

Mr. P. concluded by moving to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. HOPKINS deemed it necessary to mention 
to the gentleman from Alabama that the gentleman 
from New York who took an interest m this bill 
was absent; and therefore it would be better to let 
the bill be postponed until his return, particularly 
as the gentleman from Alabama had made some re- 
marks on the subject which were certainly very per- 
tinent. He would add, also, that it was not pre- 
tended that the sureties of Mr. Swartwout, who 
were to be benefited by this bill, had themselves 
embezzled the public money. They were innocent 
of any participation in it. He hoped the gentleman 
would withdraw his motion to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble, and suffer it to be postponed. 

Mr. PAYNE accordmgly withdrew his motion. 

After some conversation, the bOl was postponed 
to Monday next. 

HAP OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. C. J. INQERSOLL again aaked leave to 
pressnt the resolution formerly ofifered and reflised, 
to dired the Clerk of the House to pioetire for each 
of the members of the House a map of the United 
States. 

Mr. SIMONS objected. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL moved to suspend the 
itdes for the reception of his resolution; ana it was 
agreed to. The resolution was aecordmgly read to 
the House. 

After some renuuto from Mr. HUDSON, 

Mr. SIMONS said that it was not in his powerto 
perceive why the honorable gentleman from Pennayl- 
vaLnia[Mr. (3.J. Ihoebsoll] so of^n brought forward ' 
motions appropriately the business for a standing 
committee of the House to consider, and moved to 
refer them to the derk of the House. This was the 
third instance of the kind. The first was to furnish 
a map of Texas, the second of Iowa, Wisconsin, and 
Illinois. If any reasons could be assigned, he would 
be elad to hear them. At the last session, in ac- 
cordance with a report made by a special committee, 
a standing commutee was created, to which this 
branch of public expenditure, viz: for engraving, 
dkc, was referred. This committee had, as could 
b« demonstrated, efiTected, for about one thousand 
dollarsj what would have cost, in the former way of 
execuUon, about fifty thousand. This had not been 
done by omitting to furnish all mapa neceasarv to 
to ikcilitate the buainess of the House, but by duly 
guarding against imposition and extravagance, and 
instituting a compeution among artisans. If any 
suffering in delay for maps had existed, it was una- 
voidable in the nature of the buainess. A map 
could not be engraved without some time; more 
time was required than to furnish the printing. 

Mr. S. said he had a charge from the facetious 
and playful gentlemen over the way, of being 
embarrasaed with too arduous duties, and 
that it was not to censure that he intended 
to offer. Mr. S. said he had not considered 
himself burdened or embarraased with the duties 
of the committee; that they did not make a trouble, 
some draught on his humble intellect, <md if they 
appeared to be appalling to his, [the gentleman fiom 
Massachusetts, Mr. Hudiom'i] min(^it was a grade 
lower than he had considered it; that the commit-, 
tee could execute ten times the duties they hitherto 
had, and then claim nothing for profound tbinkine. 
This proposition, said Mr. S., pots back the busi- 
ness of furnishing maps into the hands of the derk, 
from whom it was taken last session, after finding 
most glaring impositions, and the most loose con- 
tracts. Whereby the government had lost hundreds 
and thousands of dollan. And why take this course? 
The committee in no instance have delayed a mo- 
ment in the exectition of duty; the map of Memphis 
harbor, to accompany the President's message and 
doctunents,was immediately coatncted for, to be com- 



pleted in the Aortttt time of any offer, fVom any arti- 
san, and would- probably be ready next week. Ha 
thought it would: be laio on our desks at an eaiiier 
day uian would be the Texas map, or the gedogieal 
survey of Mr. OWen; the plates for both of which 
were represented to be in the Senate, and to which 
the committee, by vote of the House, were confined 
for their prodnclion. These platfa had been under 
the artisan's hands many months, he nndentood, 
and were not yet completed; and were, this commit- 
tee to be chai;^ with neglect for not furnishing tha 
Memphis msp in n many days? 

Mr. S. said, the dignity of the committee he had 
but Uttle anxiety for; but in reformation of abuses 
he was always ready to engage. In this he had en> 
gaged, and was proud to thinlc he had, as ant of a 
committee^ been successful, by establishing a stsn^ 
ing committee, who, if they foithfully £schsiged 
their duty, would save |35,000 a year to this govern^ 
hienL This he considered a large sum, though his 
friend over the way might differ with him, and d»- 
aita a vacuum to be filled with "high taxea, which 
make low prices." 

There was a great cUmor in this House for re- 
form and retiendiment; but it was interesting to see 
how effort after effort foiled. Log-rolling was ths 
method to establish abuses, but never can ftamish a 
remedy. All may unite to establish a list of evili; 
but no tmion can be obtained to destroy them. 
When a proposition is made to correct an abuse, it 
is objacted to because there are otiur, and peihsps 
gftaler ones existing, which should JSnrt be corrected. 
All should be remedied togethen but he held that it 
was sjiesys in order to remove an evil, be it great or 
«naU, from the head of that House to its most hum- 
ble page, if abuses were to be found; and that ha 
would, and ever had, voted for the shortest seaaioo, 
lonmt sittings, and lowest wages. 

Mr. HUlM)N, after some further remaika, 
moved the previous question; which was seconded. 

Mr. E. S. HAMLIN moved to lay the resolutbn 
on the taUe; which was negatived. 

The rescdution was then agreed to. 

DEATH OF SENATOR FULTON. 

The resolutions adopted in the Senate after lbs 
aimouncement of the oeath of Mr. Foltom, (for 
which aee Senate report,) were delivered to ths 
BoSIseby Aebur/ Dickhis, eso., the Secretary of 
the Senate; and were read by the Clerk. 

Mr. CROSS then rose and spoke as foUown 

Mr. Speaker: The message just communiealed 
from the Senate relates to a melancholy evaot 
which should serve to remind us of the frail taoun 
by which life ia held; and, at the same time, of the 
certainty of death. Senator Fdltoh left tbisdty at 
the dose of the last session of Congress in good 
health, and with as fair prospects for a long and 
useful life as any member of the body to which bs 
bdonged. Now, his remains rest in the steep of 
death, beneath the sod of his adopted State. After 
reaching home, his bealthjcontinuedgood until early 
in August, when it became slightly impaired. lo 
this condition he slept for seven! nights in a cham- 
ber freshly painted — tiius subjecting himself to the 
influence of an infected atmosphere, and, as was be- 
lieved,' ultimately causing his death. If medial 
skill, and the gentle, soothing, and ever- watchful at- 
tentions which a wife, in the devotedness of her if* 
fectioo, can only beatow, could have succeeded, Ihi* 
distinguished man would have been saved to hi* 
country, to his friends, and to his fomily. Bet die 
fiat had gone forth; and' human skill, although ins- 
toined by the watchfulness of affection, eooU sM ^ 
avert it. 

The Hon. Wiuiam S. Fitlton died at Rossvood, 
his residence, near the dty of Little Sock, in Ai^ 
kaosss, on the 15th of August last, in thefitfetk 
year of his age. He was a native of Cedl oonnty, 
in the State of Maryland, and the fiitt tsp 
in hie public career was taken as one of her sou in 
the defence of Fort McHenry; at itti bombaidaieat, 
during the last war, as a temporary aid of its gdsDt 
commander. Subsequently he removed with hirA* 
ther'i family to theStoie of TennsMee, andsoooafis^ 
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urarda joined the armjr under General Jackson, with 
wliom he served in the capacity of private secretary 
throughout hia florida campaigns. On his return 
' t» Tennessee he engaged in the study of law un- 
d«r the direction of the late Mr. Grundy, of Nash- 
tOIa, and having obtained a license to practise in that 
pcoAasion, removed to the State of Alabama, where, 
m a short time, he was honored with a place in her 
judiciary. In the course of twelve or eighteon 
nwntha afterwards, a vacancy occurred in the office 
of secretary of the than Territory of Arkansas, and 
his former friend and patron (General Jackson) be> 
iag President of the United States, appointed him 
to fill the vacancy. Subsequently the same diatin- 
gqwhad indvidual appointed him governor of that 
Territory. And in 1836, upon her admission into 
the Union as a Slate, he was chosen by an almost 
unanimous vote as one of her senators in Congress. 
In 1839 he was again elected by a like flattering 
vote to the same high and honorable station. It is 
no leas remakable than true, that in performing the 
various and responsible duties of these several offices 
and situations, running through a period of nearly 
thirty years, and embracing seasons of high party 
excitament, it was his rare fortune to escape the 
■lightast imputation upon his integrity. No higher 
testimony could be afforded of hia ability to be use- 
ful, or of the parity of bis public life. As an honest 
man and patriot he may have had equals; certainly 
no supeHor. Arkansas deeply deeply deplores the 
loss she has sustained; and no monument to perpet- 
uate hia memory could be more honorable Ihaa that 
which he hinuwlf has reared in the affections of her 
people. It was, however, in the social circle, and in 
the relatioBB of private lift, that his virtues were 
most e«»iBpicuoas. Amiable, artless, and benevo- 
lent, ha never ftiled to acqmre the esteem and re- 
spto of those whh whom he associated. Candor, 
frankness, and honor, charaeterixsd hi« ioteropucse, 
and were apparent in all his transactions. 

Of his afflicted widow and bereaved children my 
ftelings will sarcely permit me to speak; upon them 
the melancholy dispmsation rests moat heavily. A 
husband, a fiuher, is no mors; but lost to them for- 
ever. A recurrence to these endearing relations 
eoold but deepen the poignancy of grief; and I only 
add that he oied as he lived — at peace with all his 
race, and in the confident hope that he was at peace 
widihisGod. 

Mr. C. concluded by offering the following reso- 
hition: 

Rttclni, Th«t, u a tectlnoDf of raipect Ibr the aieraonr 
of the Hon. W &. Folton, deceued, the memhen of thu 
Roaee will wear the utnal hadgv of monming for thirty 
do;*; aad that the House, u a ftnthor oiaifc of napect for 
Ua mem»Tj, do sow «4joani. 

The reaolution was unanimously agreed to; and 
The House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock. 

The foUowing notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the rspisrters by tha members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. BOCKWELL: The petMoa of B«raio« McKin- 
•iiT, of Great Bonington, Mauaehontta, tot a paoaion. 

By Mr. OWEN: The oaoMrial of Hoary P. Yaochaa, and 
IMotheH; the memorial of John Franklin, and wothen; 
th« memorial of Warner L. fleott, and 378 otlien; all pray- 
laj a grant of laada to the State oflndiaaa, to aid her in com- 
p iv tiDg the Wabeah and Ktie canal. 

By Mr. HERaiCiC: The peUUon of Jaawa Wakefield, and 
M bthen, oitlzena of Maine and Maaaachuwttf, for a light- 
house at the emranoe of the Kennebunk harbor, in aaid 
Wat* of Maine. Alw, petition of Thoma* W. Bhamum, and 
« othsn, citixeai of staoo aad Blddelbrd, in aaid Stats of 
Uaine, for the tame oMecL 

By Mr. HOLMES: Ae poUtion of John Stroooheeker and 
ethen, for the repayment of money paid by tlie fire and 
mariae insaraoea company of Cltarleetan, upon the loai of 
the fohoner Eotetpriie, detained in Bermuda, aad the cargo 
•ailed by the Biitiib authority. 

By Mr. TILOEN: The peOtioa of R. B. Campbell, and 

' etken, praying for the eitabllihment of a mail route from 

Wuhington Pa., toClereland Ohio: rsfeired to the Com- 

■itiee on tlu Poet Ofllce and Poat Ofiicea. 

I By Mr. WHEATON: The petiUona of 9«4 eitJuna of tha 

conaty of Onondaga, N. T., aaking for a reduotion of post- 

£,andtheabolitiooofthe(k«nking pririlege: rafanad to 
ConmMteoea tha Poat Oflke ana Poat Boada. 



IN SENATE. 
TuBaoxT, December 31, 1844. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial fnm citi- 
zens of Northborough, Worcester county, Massa- 
chusetts, remonstratiiig against the annexation of 
Texas to the United States; which was reftrred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON preaented a peution from Pierre 
Chouteau, jr., Louis Menard, and others, praying 
the confirmation of their title to certain lands in the 
Territory of Iowa; which was reftrred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claima. 

Mr. TAPPAN preaented a preamble and resolu- 
tion adopted at a public meetiiw of citizens of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, on the subject of the post c^ce law; 
in favor of rnlucing the rates of postage, and abol- 
iahing the franking privilege: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a petition <W>m Abigail 
Wadham, of Gosken couaty, Connecticut, praying 
compenaation for the revolutionary aervices pei^ 
fomied by her first husband, Captain Heman Allen: 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of the 
association of Friends for the promotion of the abo- 
lition of slavery and improving the condition of the 
people 8f color, protesting against the annexation of 
Texas to the tlnited States: referred to the Commits 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill granting a pension to George Whit- 
len; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

l^Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they do pass, the bill 
to regulate the appointment of officers in the rev- 
enue marine, ana the bill to regulate the pay of 
engineers and assistant engineers in the naval ser- 
vice. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for making compensation to pension 
sgenta; a^idh was read, and ordered to a second 
rnuling. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was 

Rf—hti, That the Secretary of the Traaanry be inatroet- 
ad ts report to the Senate the condition of the old cuatem- 
hooae in tha city of New Orleans, and the sum roqnlr- 
•A fortlieoonatniotien of a new cnatom-honae in the aaid 
aity ; the sun reaalead to complete the marine hospital in 
the city of New Orleans, and to isapwre the ImAot at port 
Footolurtrain in the State of Louiaiana. 

The joint resolution from the House, securing a 
more perfect accountability of the public property, 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings. 

Mr. BBNTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to oiganize a 
corps of sappera, miners and pontonieis. 

Mr. BEKkIKN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and passed, viz: 

Rtaohti, TbMi the Committee on the Jndioiary be in- 
•truoted to inguin into the expediency of so amending the 
Judicial act of 1T8S aa to authorize the award ot the writ of 
babiaaa coipna In caaea in wluob it cannot issue under the 
«Tt«<lTi g proTisiona of the said act. 

Mr. BEINTON presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of New Madrid county, Missouri, pmying 
Congress to grant to the State of Indiaiia certain un- 
sold lands in said district, for the purpose of com- 
pleting the wark connecting Lake Erie with the Ohio 
riven reftned to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON gave notice that he would 
to-moRow aak leave to introduce a bill relating to 
revenue cutters and seamen. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 

RtuUMd, That the Committee on the Library be iastiuot- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of aubsoiibing Ibr, or pur> 
chasing, a certain number of volumes of the writinn, re- 
ports, correspondence, and papers of the late Oen. AMxaa- 
oar Hamilton, aad to report thereon. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, it waa 

Ordcrni, That the petition and papers of William C. Eaa 
ton be taken from tlie files and raferrad to the Comalttoo on 
Military AllUra. 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill to amend 
the act entitled An act to carry into effect, with the 
States of Alabama and Miasissippi, the existing 
compaa with those Statea in regard to tha five-per- 
cent, flind and achool reaervatiooa: referred to ths 
Committee on Public Landa. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE— 

Rnohui, That tha Committae on the Post Ofltoe and 
Poat Roada be Inatniatrd to inouln into tiie axpedleaoy of 
eetabliahing a post road from Mount Clemeoa, in the oonsty 
of Macomb and State of Michigan, to Borne, in the aai4 
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county, through the tcwaa of Macomh aad Bay— (• nfoct 

by bill or otlierwiae. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE— 
Jt«<ali>«l, That the Committae on the Post Oflieo aad fSst 
Boads inquiry into tlu expediency of establidiing a past 
roate from Sanlt de Ste. Marie, in the State of Michigaa, to 
Fort Wllkins, on Lake Superior— to report by bUt or ottM» 
wise. 

' Mr. HAYWOOD preaented anietition ftom Sa> 
rah Baas, praying compenaation tor the revolution- 
ary services of her father: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following rssoltt- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on tha 
taUe, viz: 

ReMolvti, Tliat the Prealdeat be reqneated to oommaaicata 
to th« Senate a copy of the letter of Mr. Shannon to tha De- 
partment of State, commonieatiDg the note of the Mirritatt 
Secretary oi State, in nlation to the payment of the April aat 
July InaialaMntsof the Mexican indeantty to tha agaat ap- 
pointed hy the United Statea to receive the indemnmea an- 
der the oonTentlon of 184S. 

Also, to communicate to the Senate the nam* of tha 

Eent appointed to receive said indemnities, ud the socu- 
y, if Hny, which may have Iwea taken for the £aitbfal 
peifbnaaivse of iiis duty, aad the teima and condltleaa Of Us 
appointment 

Also, wheUier said agent Itaa communicated any irdSrasa- 
tion to the authorities of the United States in relaUon to tha 
oonfayment of tlu inaialmanta of the aaid indaamitiea da* 
in AprU and July laat 

Alsa, to communicate to the Senate a statement of tha in- 
demnitiee actually paid to the United SUtee agent, with tha 
date of such paynwnt to hfaa, the date of tho roeaift af tha 
money ao paid at the traaaary of the United Ststaa, aad a 
atatement of the costs and charges made and alloand sgalaat 
such instalments before paid to the elalaiaata. 

The joint resolution fi>r the relief of JoabuaShav 
and Solomon P. Corser wss read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committae on 
Public Lands, reported back, without emendmam, 
and with a recommendation that they do pass, ^a 
bill to organize a new land district ia the aoatiism 
part of the State of Arkanaaa; and 

The bill for the relief of William Elliott, jr., of 
Fulton county, Illinois. 

The bill entitled "An act to grant certain lands to 
the Stale of Indiana, the better to raable that Slata 
to complete the Wabedi and Erie canal from Terra 
Hwile to the Ohio river," wa« taken tip and rsad 
the third time; and the question being, Shall tha bill 
pass? 

Mr. HAYWOOD desind a postponemant of tha 
WU for a ftw days, to eohble hira to examine faito 
certuii ' remonstflinces At>m Viaesaaas, In'lianai. 
against the proposed improvemenL 

Mr. WHITE made a long speech on the feMiita 
of the bill, and showed that those who resided in 
the sBcient town of Vineennes were opposed to tho 
extensieaof the Wtdiash and Erie canal, but in &> 
vorofthe improvement of the Wabaah river as a 
counter project— a thing which was in^Hraadcabla. 
Their opposition grew out of the impression that tha 
canal improvement would injurioiisTyaffbettha com- 
mercial interests of that town. He urged the im- 
mediate passage of the bill, and preaented the im- 
portance of the work which was now in ptogrsss, 
to the whole West and South. 

Mr. HAYWOOD insisted on the postpooauent, 
to afford time to examine the provisions of tha biU. 

The further consideration of the bill was than poat*- 
poned to Thursday next. 

Several secret messages were received from tha 
President of the United States. 

The following engrossed kills were laad a third 
time, and passed: 

A bill far the relief of Wm. RusseU. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Rich. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate esrtMB I 



lutions of condolence and sympathy, passed by tha 
common council of the city of New York, tottching 
the disaster on board the Princetotj last spring, by 
which so many valuable lives was lost Ilia com* 
municalion waa laid on the table. 

Mr. HAYWOOD gave notice that, on Btonday 
next, he would ask leave to introduce a bill for tM 
annexation of Texss to the United States. 

Mr. BEITTON submitted the following resohition} 
which lies over for consideration: 

Rtflni, Hat the President be requested to eommoaieata 
to the Senate a copy of the report aiade to the ni|rinaor do- 
pertment on military dafeocas oi the cooatry, by Uaataasst 
Halleck, of tht corps of Engineers. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, tha previoas oideis 
were poatponed, and the bill providing for the aatab- 
liahment of the Smithsonian institota was takaa up 
as in committee of tha whole, and vaiiooa vwM 
amend mants offered by him wen adopted. 
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Mr. HUMTINQTON thaa moved to poMpom 
tke farther conaideration of the bill to Monday 

,Mr. CHOATE aiked the lenator to modify his 
motion by substitutine Tuesday for Monday. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asMnting, the biU va* 
MMOMiMd to Tuesday. 

Mr. CHOATE and Mr. TAPPAN respaetiTdT 
handed to tha Chair amendments to the bill whica 
they intend to offer on Tuesdsy next; and at their 
nqaest these amendments were ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. HUMTINaTON, the Senate 
then proceeded to the ooniideration of exscuiire 
btisiness, and shortly afUr adjourned till Thursday 
ncpu. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday, December 31, 1844. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ANNEXATION OV TEXAS. 

Mr. TIBBATS i«ae and said h« desired to obtain 
leave to introduce a bill and Joint resolution in relar 
tion to the annexation of Texas. 

Mr. BARNARD objected, notie* not having been 
heretofore nven. 

Mr. TlBBATTS then gave notice of his inten- 
tion herealler to ask leave to introduce a bill to aa> 
thorize the people of Texas to form a constitution 
and State government; and for the admission of 
such Stats into the Union upon an equal footing 
with the original States; and a joint resolution 
pledging to the eilixens of Texas the protection of 
this nauon until the question of reannexation shall 
be definitively settled. 

The foUewing is a copy of the biO, and also the 
joiat resolution, re fe r r ed to: 

Wheteti, hj tbe third artielv of the tieat; b«tire*n tbete 
Vnttad Statu «nl Fnnoe for the pareha«e of Loahiun, 
concludod at Pari* in tha year of oar I^cd o» thouiand 
eight hundred and tlirae, it Is atlpnlaied and dselared tliat 
"tnijnliabilanta of tha coded temtory iltaU b« incoipotated 
la tM Onited State*, vtd admitted, aa loon aa potfible, ac- 
coritag to thu prinetpto^of the iedeial coeatMBtion, to the 
eqJwaunt of «U the right*, adrantagaa, aad loimiuiiUaa of 
oitiieni of the United State*: and, u the maan tima, they 
thall be maintained and witeoted in the free eqioTmont of 
ttiaJr liberty , property, and the nligion vhlch they pn>- 
ftaa:" Ana wnereaa the then territory of Texu wu a part 
of tha nid ttrritoiy of Loalalaaa, coded by Fiance to tlu 
United Stataa by Om treaty aforeeaid: And wbaieas tlie 
aaid territory of Texai «nu ceded by tlte Vnlted Btafa* to 
Spain Vt tha treaty ot norida of the Md February, 1819: 
And wliaieu tlia oitizent of said territory have declaitd, 
vindicated, and establisiied tlieii indepenoenoe a* a nation, 
•ad erected brtlwaiselTes an independent repoblic; and, as 
it iainpnaeated, ere desiroos of haring said territory r»- 
ennsxad to thaso Unitad Statas^and the citiaens ot aaidie- 
pnbBc restored to the rights, privileges, and immniiitie* 

Katantied by the said third anida of the said treaty of 
olaiaila: Aad iritereaa afaitirfol adherence to tha sUpn. 
latlona of traatiea lathe glory of a nation, and ahonld be 
sreaarrad inviolatsj and good (Uth to France, ead jaatiee to 
the citizens of Texas, require that It shall bo done: 

Bt U tnaefil, ^■. That the citizens of the entire Territo- 
ry of the aaM repablie of Texas, within the limits of Lonis- 
Una, aa originally puchaaed by the United States of France, 
6r otharwisa acqunad, be, and tbey are hereby aothorized 
to form for themselves a constitntion and State government, 
which shall be republican and not inconsistent with tha 
constitatlaa of the United States, and to assome such name 
•a they shall deam proper, and the aaid State, whah farmed, 
shall be adoitied into the Union upon an equal footing with 
the original States in every reapact whatsoever; and the 
•aid ooostltatlon may be formed by tha citizens of Texas by 



a legialatlva act. or any other authentic act which ahall 

■ " s mitfority to r 

aasie. 



ahow the will of the I 



> express their assent to the 



8BC.3. Jfaft/WOsr, fc. That in all that portion of tha 
territery which lies north of tliirtf-iix degrees and thirty 
ninntas north latitnla, slavery ana Involnntary ssrvitnde, 
(otherwise than in tha puniahmeotof crimes, whereof the 
parties shall have been duly convictedj shall be, and is 
Bairf>y, forever prohlbitad; provided, tliat any person es. 
eepiog into the aame, from whom labor or serrice Is law. 
fully olatmed in any State or Territoir of the Unitad States, 
snch fugitive may 0* lawfully tecleiined end conveyed to 
the person claiming his or her labor or sarvioe aforesaid. 

See. S. Bt K furiktr, f-c. That la case a constitution 
and State government sluU Im forsaed for the people of 
Texas, the ngislatara, or other authority forming the same, 
or tlia represaatatives therein, aa aoon tbereaner aa may 
be, snail cause a true and attested copy of such constitution, 
or frame of State government, as shall be Ibrmod or pro. 
vidad, to be tranasutted to Congress. 

Sac. *. Jh U f»riker, fc. Tliat lutil the next general 
eeasnsbatalwn,ihe aaid State shall be entitled to one rep- 
reseatatlve la tha House of Representatives of the United 
atatea. 

Bift'. «. SsOyWrMer, fe. That all penens who shall be 
citixen* ofthe repnblicof Texas, according to thaooiuti- 
tutioa and lawa of that repeblie at the tioM of the adoption 
of their State «oniUtuUon. shall be, and they are hereby, 
declared to be citizens of the United Btatea) and all persons 
whacky aaM oonstitution and hiws, would have become cit- 
ixea4ois«i|ln|mbUe on arriving to the age of {weaty.one 
years, shall be, and they, ere hereby, deolamd to baeitt. 
gens ofthe United Slaieii upon their arriving toenchage 
napeetively. 



Sec. 6. Bt Ufmtktr, 4v., That the following propositions 
be, and they are hereby, offered to the legislature or other 
authority which shall be designated on the part of the citi. 
zensofTexas toform such State constitution for their free 
aceaptance or injection-, which, if accepted, ahali be obligs- 



tonr upon the United States. 
Fin — " ■• 



int. The said Stato shall cede to the United States aU 
that part of the territory now belonging to said repub- 
lic outside oi a bonndarr to be fixed by the legislature, or 
ottaarauthority which snail be designated on the part of the 
citizens of Texas to form their state constitubon, which 
shall include an extent not exceeding the largest State in 
the Unionj all the public lands and puolio property thereof, 
of every description whatever, including aU public lots and 
squares, vacant lands, mine*, minerals, salt lakes and 
spring), poblic edifices, fertifications. t>an«oks, ports and 
harbors, navy and navy-yards, docks, magazines, arms, ai^ 
maments, and accoutrements, archives and public docu* 
menis, public ihnda, debts, taxes, and dues unpaid in such 
toidtary, which shall be called the Southwest Territory, 
the inhabitanU of which aball bo reinoorponted la tlie Uni- 
ted Stataa upon the same principle* and guarantiee as were 
stipulated and declared by flie said third artjcloofthesaid 
treaty with i^raDee,eoBclnded at Paris in the year of our 
Lord one thomead eiabt hnndrcd and three; and the said 
territory shall be held by the United State* a* one of their 
territoriee in ftaQ property and aovereignty, subject to the 
tame constitutional provisions with their other territoriea. 
Aad the said Slate ahaU further lede to the United Stetesall 
the public lands aad public property of the deaeription 
aforesaid withinslde of the boundary aforasaid, to be fixed 
aa aforesaid, to be held by the United States in full property 
In fee simple, subject, however, to the sovereignty of said 
Stete: th* public lends ceded, both within and without 
aaid boundary, to be subject to the laws of the United 
States regulating the public lands in the territories 
of the UnitMl States; subject, however, to snch 
changea as Congress may. 3tom time to time, think 
propertomaka. iUltitlee to reelestatewhioh are hehl valid 
under the laws of Texas, shall be ^eld valid by the Unitad 
States, and measnres sliall be adopted by the United States 
for the speedy adjudication of all unsettled claims for land 
Ka& patenta granted to those found to be valid ; and as, in 
eonsequence of the mode in which lands have been survey- 
ed in Texas, or from |>revioua grants orlocatioiu, the aiic- 
teentb portion cannot t>e applied for the purpose of educa- 
tion. Congress sliall make equal provision by giant of land 
eUewhere. 

Sscend. The Unitad States to assume and agree to pay the 
sura of three hundred and fifty thousand dollara ofthe p<l^ 
lie debt of Texas at the treasury of the United Stetea 
within ninety days alter ofllcial noticea shaH have 
beeti received of the aooeptanoe and ratification of 
these articles, as follows: Two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars to Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, or 
his executors, or administrators, on the delivery of that 
amount of ten per cent bonds of Texas; and one hnndnd 
thousand doUara in the redemption of exchequer bills wbMt 
may be in circnlation at the time ofthe aeceptanceand mtl> 
Aoation of these artiolea. And for the payment of ell the resi- 
due of the public debt and liabilities of Taxes, however 
oraaled, for which tha CiHh or credit of her government may 
be bound at the time of tha acoaptaDoe and ratification of 
these articles, and not exceeding the sum often millions of 
dollars, the United States pledge and wHl bold in pledge th* 
net erooeeds of the pnblic lands and public property coded 
by these artloles, after deducting the abovenameu sum of 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and the expenses 
which may tie incurred by the United Stataa for the support 
of the Territory aforesaid: and Immediate measures shall be 
adoptedby the United States to ascertain the amount of 
said dehu and Uabilitiaa of Texas, and certificates shall be 
issued to the claimanta therefor, which shall distingnish the 
principal debt from the interest, and bear an interest of 
three per cent, per annum i>om the respective dates thereof, 
and shall be receivable at oar in payment for the pui vha se 
ofthe public lands aad putille property aforasaid, and of any 
ofthe publio lands of the United States; but in oaaeth* said 
debto and liabilities shall, including the aaid sum of three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollan,. exceed the aforesaid 
•um of ten million of dollars, then, before issuing cartifi- 
oatae therelbr to the claimanta, there shall be made on each 
claim such proportionable and rateable deduction as to re- 
duce the aggregate to the anm often million of dollara. 

Third. Until Tunher provision be made, the laws of Tex- 
as existiuE at the time of the ratification and acceptance of 
these articles, shall remain in force; and all executive and 
Judicial officers in said Southwest Territory to be ceded aa 
aforesaid shall retain their ofilces, with all power and au- 
thority appertaining thereto, and the courts of Justice shall 
remain in all respecta as now established and organized. 

Fomlk. Immediately after oflloial aoUce of the ntifiee- 
tion end acceptance of these articles, the President ofthe 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, If in session, sbtU appoiat a commissioner, who 
shall proceed to Texas, aad receive the transfer of the ter. 
ritory thereof^ end all the archives and public property of 
the said state above designated, ia the name of the Uiilted 
States; and the said commissioner shall excRite aU execu- 
tive authority in said Southwest Territory to be eeded as 
aforesaid, necessary to the proper execution ofthe laws un- 
til otherwise provided. And if the Senate lie not In session 
when sueh official notice shall be received, the commission 
of said commissioner shall expire with the termination of 
the next session of that body, unlesa his aomination shall 
have iMen, on nomination, ratified aad confirmed. 

F\fA. That If any difficulty ahall exist, or controveiay 
arise, with any other power In relation to the Iwandaries of 
Texas, the proper anthorities of th* United States will open 
negotiittions ss aoon as practicable for the twktbH od- 
Jnetroeat of the same. 

Whereas prapotitions and negotiationi ar* depending be- 
tween the United States and the republic of Texas, relative 
to, and having for their object, the reennexatisa of Texas to 
the United States. 

Rettlttd, That (he people of the United States owe It to 
theirown honor, and to the people of Texaa to protect them 
from all foreign aggretaien or iavaitoa by any other power, 
dnriiv the poidenoy of neh propoeltion* and negotiationa. 

S. Atsaiwd, That this nstioawiU protect Uis people o( 



Texas from ail foreign aggression and invasion, until such 
time as the question of raanaaxotien ahall be deOidtisoly 
settled: and that the President of the United States is an. 
thorized, until such definitive settlement of said qaestiaBh to 
secure to the citizens of Texas all needful and pracUcabla 
protection in their persons, business, and property, by eea 
aad by land. 

Mr. BELSER alsogave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introdtice a joint resolution for the «!»• 
nexation of Texas. 

Mr. BOWLIN, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
ttuned leave to introduce a bill to amend an act en- 
titled an Act to regulate trade and intercourse with 
the Indian tribes, and preserve peace on (he baa- 
tiers, approved 30th June, 1834; and it vras rnd 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Jtidicia- 
ry, and the bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON submiued a reaoluUon to fix 3 
o'clock this day for the termination of dafaate in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
pnblic lands in favor of cultivators and settlers. 

Tellers were called for, and Heasrs. jBxxa aMl 
Buasc were appointed; and they repoitsA 49 ia the 
affirmative aiia 74 in the negative. 

The resolution wss, in consequence, rejected. 

REPORTS FROM COHHITTEES. 

Mr. VANCE moved that the ralee be stispeaded, 
for the purpose of calling the committees for iqiorts; 
which was agreed ts. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of CUiits 
reported .the following bills; and they were read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and the reports and bills were ordered to be 
printed: 

A bill for the relief of Philip Swartzhswber. 

A bill for the relief of Darnel Homana. 

A bill for the relief of William Rich. 

He also reported beck the following Senate bSls; 
and they were retered to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and were ordered to be printed: 

An act for the relief of James Ritchie. 

An act for the lelief of Oideon Bachelder and 
othen. 

An act for the relief of J. McFatlane. 

Mr. PRESTON KINQ, from the Committee on 
Cdmmerce. asked to be discharged from the memo- 
riql of Rooert T. Norris, and that it be referred to 
the Committee of Claims; which wss agreed to. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS, from the Comisittes en Pub- 
lic Lands, reported the following bills; which wu« 
TtaA twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and were ordered to be pnated: 

A bill to confirm certain private entries of land ki 
the northwestern land diatrict, in the State of Mit> 
sissip{>i. 

A bill to grant certain lands to the State of Iih 
diana, the better to enable the State to extend and 
complete the Wabash and Erie canal irom Tens 
Haute to the Ohio river. 

On the motion of Mr. DAVIS, the sane comiDit' 
tee was discharged fVom the further coBsideralion 
of the petition of citizens of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania for an amendment of the constitution, so u 
to appropriate the public lands for the abolitiaB of 
slavery; and it was laid oa the table. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and PostRoads, reported "A bill for therelirf 
of the Bank of the Metropolis;" which was read a 
first and second time, commitisd to the C<Hninil>ss 
of the Whole House, and oidered to be printed. 

Mr. PHCENIX, from the Committee on Cosh 
mcrce, reported a bill to provide for continaing the 
improvement of the navigation of the Hudson raft, 
aad it was read the fitst and second time, and com* 
mitled to the Committee ofthe Whole on the atat* 
of the Union. 

Mr. DANA, from the Committee on the Pott 
Office and Post Roads, reported, with amendmenti, 4 
a bill which had been recommitted to that committee, 
entitled A bill to establish certain post routes; and it 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the stale ofthe Union. 

Mr. STETSON, from the Committee for the Dia- 
trict of Columbia, reported, with amendments, sevtnl 
bills, which had been referred to that committee; and 
they were committed to the Conunittee of the 
Whice on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on MX- 
tary Afiaira, to whom was referred the aimual re- 
port of the Secretary of War, reported uponao 
aiudh thereof aa lehties to the establishment of as- ' 
tional foundries; fitvorable to the •stablishmcnt of 
two fotmdries, one in PennsylTuia, in or near (■>< 
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bdcongh of South Ewton, in the coant^ of North- 
ampton, and one in the State of Geoina, in Cau 
coontjr, at or near where the Great WMtem and 
Atlantic laiUoad croaaea tha Etowah river: it waa 
yaferrad to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
.of tha Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. t>AIlM£NTER, from the Committee on 
NaTsl Affair*, reported a bin to eonaolidata and 
■naend the acta in relatibn to the penaions af widows 
and oiphana of naval officers, seamen, and marines; 
aad it waa read twice, and committed to the Com- 
nittae of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

Also, a bill reserving certain naval pnsions for 
tlie term of five years; which waa read twice, and 
conunitted to the Committee of the Whole on the 
■tela of tha Union. 

Mr. C. J. IMGERSOLL, from tha Committee on 
Fareicn A&iis, reportad favorably on the memorial 
of Henry Ladyard, late ohargC d'affairea to France, 
and aaked leave to introduce a bill, which was read 
twice, and committed to the OMnmittee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CWLOM, from the Committee on Invalid 
Panaions, reported adversely on the petition of 
Chaiies Larrabee and William Norman; and they 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

And, on his motion, that Committee waa di>- 
diaigad from the considention of tha petition of 
Chester Farrixh; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF, from the Committee on 
Invalid Peoaiona, reported a bill providing for inva- 
lida in the ordnance department; which was twice 
nsid, referred to tha Committee of the Whole on 
tha state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the same commilteee, r^ 
ported a bill for the relief of Wm. Gasup. 
Aiao, a- bill for the relief of John Ficklin. 
Both of which bills were referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
Also, an adveiae report in the case of John Stone; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, from the same commitlae, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Arthur R. Frogge, of 
Fentress county, Tennessee; whidi was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
bejuinied. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY, from the Coimnit- 
tseon Commerce, reported a bill IP alter the mod* of 
admeasurement of tonnage of ahipa and vessels en^ 
plojred in the merchant service of^the United States; 
which was twice read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or^ 
dsrsd to be {Hinted. 

PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 

Mr. JAMESON; fhim the Committee on Public 

Lands, reported, as aaubstitute for bill No. 45, a bill 

to estu>lish a permanent prospective pre-emption 

system in fhvor of actual settlers on the pablic lands. 

LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 

Mr. HOLMES, from the Committee on Coin- 
msree, reported back the bUI "to authorize the pui^ 
ehate of tne reaidue of the stock held by individual 
stoekhoMers in the Louisville and Portland canal 
company, and to make the navigation of said canal 
fkee tnm toll;" with the recommendation of the eom- 
nittaa that the bill do not pass. 

Mr. PRATT, fhno the Committee on the Public 
Boildinesr and Grounds, reported a bill to provide 
for an addition to the patent olBce. 

Also, a joint resolutionproviding for the selection 
of a site for the national Washington monument. 

Also, a report upon the subject of an additional 

boildBie for the accommodation of the War and 

Navy Departments, accompanied by an amendment 

to the bill ^No. 199) relating thereto. 

AB whica were referred to the Committee of the 

I Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 

printed. 
' Also, a report tipon the proprie^ of ptnrchasing 
I the several lots belonging to individuals in the 
I square upon which the General Post OfEce building 
•tends; which was laid on the table, and oideitd (o 
I be printed. 
I REDUCTION OF THE ARMT. 

!Mr. J. A. BLACK, from the select committee, to 
whom was referred the bill to regulate the pay of 
the araty, and for other purposes, reported back the 
■sine, with amendments; which was referred to the 
I Cammittee of the Whole on the stats of the Union, 
[ uid oidered to be printed. 
I Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, fVom the Committee on 
r Rnolaiionary Pensions, r^ioried a bill for the le- 

\ 



lief of AsenaUi Irvis; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

MEETING OP NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked and obtained 
leave of the House to offer a resolution, granting 
the use of the hall of the House of Representatives 
for the delivery of a discourse by the Hon Lari 
WooDBOKT, before the National Institute, on Mon- 
day evening next. 

Which resolution was unanimously adopted. 

THE SICK AND POOR OP THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA. 

Mr. BOWER, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, asked leave to report a resolution di- 
rscting the Door-keeper of the House to deliver to 
the order of the Female Union Benevolent Society 
of this city, the old refuse and surplus wood, now 
in the vault of the Capitol, for the use of the suffer- 
ing sick, and destitute poor, provided tha same can 
be spared from the supply necessary for the use of 
the House, and that it does not ezcsed 50 cords. 

Mr. Q. W. JONES, a member of the Same com- 
mittee, suggested a doubt as to whether this was in 
reality a report authorized from that committee, 
and he opfwsed the resolution on constitutional 
grounds. 

After some conversation between Mr. BOWER 
and Mr. JONES as to what had taken place in com- 
mittee on this subject, 

Mr. BOWER withdrew the report. 

Mr. SIMONS asked and obtained leave to offer a 
resolution to rescind the former resolution o[ the 
House, calling on the Secretary of the Navy for the 
report propowd to be Made to the House early at 
the' last session, of the experiments testing the 
utility of the inventions to prevent the explosion of 
steam-boilers. 

Mr. WINTHROP remarked that, within twenty- 
four or forty-eiffht houra. this very report had beoi 
laid on their tables. As tne orielnal resolution, then, 
had expended itself, he deemed the present one tdtt^ 
gather unnecessary and superfluous. 

Mr. SIMONS stated the reasons which had in- 
dussd him to offer the lesolution. 

The qnestion wm taken, and the resolution was 
rejected. 

MEXICAN INDEMNITIES. 

Mr. DARRAGH asked and obtained leave to of- 
fer the following resolution: 

Hmmluti, Tkst the PrMidcnt he mgtieated to commanlcaie 
te this Hoiue, if, in liii opinion, not inconMitent with the 
pablic intsrat, a copy of the deipatch from Mr. Shannon to 
the Department of Stale, coreilng the commanication liom 
Mr. Rajon to|Mr.«b«nnon of SepL 3d, 1844, Infomisg him of 
tiie payment of the inetalmenta iheiain mentioned ander the 
convention of 1680, and snch other eomrounicationi aa hare 
beea received from Mr. Shannon on ^a nme lobject; and 
to iafonn the Honae who in tho agent of (he United Statei 
to receive aaid paymenta, under what authority he exer. 
oiaaa the power of agent, and whether any and what infop 
mation hat been rMotved by laid agent on the inbject; 
whetlier any receipt waa given to the gorerranent of Mex- 
ico for iaid aami of money, and coplea of any onler on the 
TreaiaryofMezieoforaaid paymenta; whatwaa dene with 
tliem, and where the lame now are, and whetlrar any; and 
what remonatranoes or complainta liave been made to the 
govemmentS>fMexicoon the aubjeet of the non-paymenta 
of laid ordsra on tlu treaanry. 

Mr. D. remarked that, according to the terms of 
the convention of 1839 with Mexico, the money due 
from the republic of Mexico to citizens of this coun- 
try waa made payable in iiiatalments. These in- 
stalments had been paid up to April last, and since 
that time no money has been received. He repre- 
sented one gentleman who had one of these claims 
of the lunount of twenty-five or thirty thousand dol- 
tars; and he wished to call the attention of the 
House to the facts connected with this matter. 

The SPEAKER here remarked that the gentle- 
man waa not in order, and could only be permit- 
ted to proceed by the unanimous consent of the 
House. 

No objections being made, 

Mr. DARRAGH proceeded. What he intended 
to say was, that under the treaty with Mexico of 
1839, the indemnity was to be paid every three 
months; and it appeared that it was paid up to 
the third of July last, according to a notice to the 
claimants which appeared in the official paper here. 
In looking at the correspondence communicated by 
the President to this House on the subject of our 
relations with Mexico, the strange fact was present- 
ed, that the letter from Mr. Rejon, transmitted bv 
Mr. Shannon, in which h« stated that tha instal' 



m«Ma had been paid to At agent of the Qnited 
States, was not sent to the Hoose, while a latter from 
Mr. Benjamin Gresn, dated in this dty, in which he 
aajs the instalments were not paid, waa tn^nsmiu 
ted. Tha House would perceive that, in August 
hMt, we were informed that the iostahnents were 
regularly paid to the agent of the Uait«tl States. 
Now, he was at a loss to know where the agent of 
the United States received his authority to collect 
this money. Who had a right to apboint this agent, 
when there was a consul ef the United States rega- 
larly- appointed to tnmsact business of this nature? 
He understood that this agent was a German bank- 
er named Voss, and that he received the money, 
though it has never got into the treasury of tit 
United States. Now, he wanted to know how tins 
man got his authority to receive this money, arid 
whether he or the minister of the United Slates i»- 
csiptsdlbrit. 

Mr. D. then Went on to show that, in ^e des- 
patches of Mr. OMinnon, there was not die slightest 
intimation that this money had not been paid, nhr 
did he make any such change during the sngry eo^- 
raapoadeiioe which took place between him and 
Mr. Rejon. It waaa matter of ofSciitl notice that 
this money bad been paid; and there was no contra- 
diction to It but the letter of Mr. Benjamin Green 
to Mr. Calhoun, written sinos his came to this city. 
Now, he would remark that the letter of Mr. Green 
was not eflleial, for he had nothing to do with the 
matter, and had no authority to interfere with it. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested to the gendi- 
man fh>m Pennsylvania to insert the usual condition 
in the rasolntion-Hhat the information is asked for 
if, in the opinion of the executive, it wil not be in- 
ooropatible with the public interest to give it. 

B&. DARRAGH acceded to tha suggestion; and 
having amended his resolution^- 

Aftor some further conversation, 

Mr. BARNARD offered the following amend- 
ment: 

Jtcwlmi, That the Preaident of th« United SUtei be rr- 
qnetted to pnt thia Home in poaaeaaion of the preciae lA. 
formation aaid to liave tieea received at the Depattment •{ 
State throagh M^or Butler, agent of the Cherokee Indiaas, 
in September laat, that emiuariea orageala of the Mexican 
government w<re employed in insWga U ng the Indian tribes 
on onr aoothweatnn frontier t» acta of hoiiility agalnit 
onr oitizena and tlwae of Texas lealding in their reapeet^ 
neigblMfriiooda. 

Rrmiv^d, T^iat the 'Preiidsnt be requeaied to lafarai this 
Haaaa what fepraaantationa he haa oauied ta be made to 
the government of Mexico In reference to thtl proceodlng; 
and to Aiiniahthe Boaae with copies of any diplonatle la- 
stmctiona br correapondenoe an ^« aobject, a not, in lUa 
jodafmenl, incompatible with the public intereata. 

Retolved, That the Preaident be requeited to inlbim thia 
Honae )>y what aulMiating treaty tlia Unltod Statea aito 
bound to the goremmentof Texas to maiotaia peace aad 
harmony among the aevenl Indian nations who inhabit Has 
lands atuaeent to the baye and rivara which foim the bound- 
aries between tho two conntriea, lie., as seems to be aS- 
anmed in a letter from Mr. Calhenn to Mr. Donelson, date4 
Department of SUte. Washington, September 17, I8«4. 

Rnolvti, That the President be reqiieated to inform tills 
Home in what treaty of the United Sutes with any toreign 
power are found the attpolatlons referred to in that Imtt. 
which raqnire or authorize the troop* of the United States, 
in any contingency, condition, or terms whatever, to be 
marched into Texas or any where out of the territory of the 
United States. 

Rmlnd, That the I*reaident be rrqnested to inlbim thft 
House under what eonatitutional or legal provisions, or un- 
der what usage of the goremment, a ohaige dUairea of tha 
United States, near a foreign goTemment, consulting wHh 
the aulhoritiei of such foreign government, is iui tructed (m 
inthelattarofMr. CaUtoon to Mr. Donelson, Just referred 
to) to assume the control and direction of the movement of 
the troops of the United States, wiiioh may be placedin the 
field for actual service, in face of a public enemy, so far as 
to designate the points to which thevsltall march, and at 
which they shall be stationed— to that extent placing the 
the troops, and the officer in command ef litem, under lbs 
superior authority, orders, and command of such charge. . 

The SPEAKER having decided this amendment 
to be out of order. 

The question was put on the adoption of the re» 
ohition: and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BARNARD then asked leave to offcr the 
above aa a separate resolution; and, objections being 
made, moved to suspend the rules; which metioa 
was negatived — yeas SO, nays 85. 

MAP OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. H. HAMLIN moved a reconsideration o^ 
the vote by which the House yesterday directed the 
Clerk to procure for each of the membera a map of 
the United States, from the latest surveys. He eX'-<- 
plained his reason to be that the map ordered would 
oe on too small a scale to be of any value. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON supported the raoiioi^ 
for the reconsideration. He said he undentood that 
it was intended to procnre the maps with a view 'of 
aidipf members m the Texas discussion; but, a* 
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they oovld not be pioeiired in ttm«, lie hoped the 
Tole would be reeonaidered. He, however, had no 
objection to the preparation of a map, for be be- 
liered it would be uaeful; bat it should be such a 
mtf) M would be of eome utility: and, so \oDf a* 
they had a Committee on EngraTing— « committee 
whieh had abeady done enough to ooimnand for it 
the reqfwM of the House and of the country— be 
thouriit this matter should go to that committee, 
that by it the bargain fos the map might be made. 
Hitherto they had paid eight, ten, and m some cases 
twelves times more for engraving than they ought to 
have paid, and engravers had grown wealUiy out of 
oeiyreasional CMraving. Such abuses, however, 
haa been Btoppea^liy the Committee on Engraving; 
and he hoped this resolution would take that direc- 
tion. 

Some eonvaiaation having taken place between 
Mr. COBB and Mr. C. J. mQ£BS(SLL— 

Mr. WmTHKOP ioiimated that the original TtB- 
dntion had originated with him, in the Committee 
OB Foreign Affitns; and he hoped the House would 
cive them such a map as they could use at their 
oaiks without inconvenience. He haid he was in- 
Ibnaed by a gantleinan from New York [Mr- Moss- 
MXt] that a mn> of the State of New York and a 
nap of the United States were every year laid on 
the taUea of the members of the legislature of that 
State, at the commencement of the session, done up 
with the rules of the two Houses— the one being 
considered as indispensable as the other, and he 
hoped tlie same thing would be done here annually 
by the Clerk of this House. Such a map vras use- 
ful to meaibers daring the discussions either on ad- 
joining foreign territories or domestic possessions; 
and be had mentioned twenty inches square because 
that would be laife .enough for the purpose. They 
■orely did net want laige and expensive maps for 
gsntlemen to take home, to hug on their walla, 
theie to study geogruihy. 

A motion was made to lay the motion to reoon- 
■ider on the table; which was rejected. 

_ The qnest^n recurring on the motion to recon- 



Bfr. HAMMETT briefly advocated the motion, 
and spoke against the propriety of procuring in this 
manner, at the expenae oi the House, maps whidi 
wen in etrerybody^ hands in the country. If any- 
tUnrwers to be done on the snlneM, he thmigbt it 
should first be referrsd to the Committee en E^- 
fraviog. 

Mr. 7. R. INOEBSptL, in some temarica in &- 
Tor of the reconsideration, and in oppoaition to pro- 
eariag the taap, nfened to the poatpoaements, Rom 
time to time, of the Texas question, which bad al- 
ready taken place, and seemed to imply that it would 
not soon come u p. 

Mr. HAMMETT pledged himself to the gentle- 
man ;from Pennsylvania, and to the whole House, 
that it would be but a very few days before they 
ahould have the Texas quesuon hot and heavy. 

Mr. INQEBSOLL replied: Let it come, sir, let it 



AAer a remark which caused a burst of htu^ter 
(bat which could not be heard by the reporter) at 
UM left of the Speaker, 

Mr. I. proceeded to say that really he believed 
they would have the discussion of the Texas ques- 
tion at the time when the Greek calends were said 
to eome — at an indefinite, unknown, and very un- 
certain period. When you show Texas on this 
floor, (said he,} we shall be ready to meet it; but at 
present, the indications were of letting Texas go to 
sieqi, and reserving the adjustment of the matter to 
a flitore administration, which should have all the 
nsponaibility and all the glory of it. He said again, 
let it come: he trusted it would come and go, as 
shadows come and depart. 

Mr. WM. J. BROWN moved the previoue 
question. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked for Uie reading of 
the resolution; which was read, as follows: 

/ ftw fcri, That tiie Clerk of the Hoaie be directed to pro- 
em* tor each of the momben of thl> Houm, u eerly u 
BS7 be, t gnp of the IJnited 8t*te« pnpsied agreeeblj to the 
lateet sod boM eothentlc •orreTi, end ttxluced to e nsele 
fer coBTenient leference in the Home, not exceeding twen* 
tr iBBhee iqinn, eshibitiag all the principal itatiuw end 
•ettleaturtf of onr eelcnawledced tarrHoTJ, locetber with 
geaersl outiinei of the oontiguou poMcnloiu of Texae, 
Meiko, Oraat Brittin, Ruula, la. fcc. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the maia question ordered; and being ta- 
ken, was decidstl in the affirmative. 

So the vote adopting the resolution was reconsid- 
ind. 



The questien recurring on the adoption of the res- 
olution, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he desired to move 
an amendment, so as to put die resolution into the 
form of an inquiry, and to refer it to the Committee 
on E^ravine. 

Mr. McDowell moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; which motion was agreed to without a 
division. 

Thus the matter is disposed of. 

Mr. PAYNE asked and obtained leave to present 
the memorial of Alvin C. Goell, asking for udem- 
nity for inftingement of patent rights for the ma> 
king of rockets and other artides in the United 
States armories, arsenals, and for wrongs received at 
the hands of United States officers. 

Mr. P. moved the reference thereof to a select 
committee to cwisist of the members who consti- 
tuted the committee at the lost session of Congress. 

After some conversation on the subject by Messrs. 
ADAMS and PAYNE, 

The motion, having been so modified as to pro- 
vide for Ae leference to a select committee of five 
members, was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, it was 

Oritnd, That when this ^Hoaie s4|oam itirlUs4|oam 
to meet on Thnredsx next 

Mr. HUBARD asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw certain papers fh>m the files of the 
House. 

TEXAS. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjeom; 
but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. McDOWBLL) who rose aiid ssid he wished 
to give notice that, unless the pivpoeition of the an- 
nexation of Texas was taken tip within three days, 
he should ask leave to introduce a bill to annex it 
as a State to this Union. 

No objection being made, the notice was reeeived 
and entered on the journal. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

The House then adjourned, to meet oa Thursday 
at 13 o'clock. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the meMbera 
presenting them: 

Br Mr. ISAAC E. MOBSE: The petition at a hice Bom- 
ber of inhsMtsnte of the poitehee of NelMiltochei, CeM- 
well, and Ouachita, prayimr for the eetaWithment of a poet 
road between the towna oTMonroe and Natehitochea, and 
tor the location of poet oflloei at the Intermediate towna: 
referred to the Committee on the Foit Offloe and foii 
Koada. 

BfMr. CK088: The memorial and aecompanTiog papcn 
of Auhal Bralnaid, pnTiur an incieaee of penuon. 

By .Mr. JAMES B.BiyNT: The petition of Lonia Chap- 
peitou, of Itfichigan, for danagee aoatained during the late 
war: referred to the Committee of Clalna. 

By Mr. HENRY DODOE: A memorial aigned by 80 citi- 
xena of Moproe city, Slate of Michigan, aaking Congreea 
for an appropriation for the imprarement of the Fox and 
WiaeeiMin tireta; a memorial aigned by 10 eitizena of Boa- 
ton, Maaaachuaetta, aakiog Congnaa for aa apptopriMion 
for the Improvement of the Fox and Wiaoonais rivera: four 
memoriala aigned by SSI oiUiena of Brown county, Terrt. 
lory of Wiaconain, aiking an appiopriation for the improve- 
ment of the Fox and Wiaconain mera; which were reaped, 
irely referred to the Committee on Pnblic Landa. 

By Mr. PRATT: The petition of Renny Waterman, for a 
law granting him letten patent for eertam improvementa in 
fir« enclnea, kc. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Henry RoAier and 
cthen, inhabitanta of the town of Lexington, in Virginia, 
prayiiw a reduction of the raiea of postage: referred to the 
Committee on the Pott Offlce and Poit Roada. 

By Mr. ALFRED P.STONE: The memorial of William 
Champe, pnying for relief: reierred to the Committee on 
ReTOlutionary Claima. 

By Mr. ORINNELI.: The petiUon of E. W. Gardner and 
S4 othera, of Nantucket, againit the annexation of Texaa 
aa alave territory. The petition of Job Bailey and othera, 
for the abolition of slavery in the Oialrict of Columbia. 
The petition of Daniel Fisher and 93 othera, for rvbuilding 
the breakwater at Edgarlown, Massachusetts. 

By .Mr. BYRAM OREEN: The petition of the inhabit- 
ants of Oriel, in the county of Genesee, New York, re- 
questing a reduction of the rate* of postage. 

By Mr. PHfENIX: A memorial from Ike chamber of com- 
merce of New York, praying for the establishment of the 
ware-house system. 

By Mr. BARRiNOER: The petition of R. W. ADison and 
C. N. Price, and a other eitizena of North Carolina, in Ca- 
vorof nbnilding the branch Biinlat Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina. 

By Mr. PAYNE: The petition of Samuel Walkarand Fran- 
cia O. Baatty, praying n»munci«ti«i for injnriea anstainad 
by them while employ e4 on the new treaaory building in 
the City of Washington: referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition ot Henry Sawall and 
«3 otheia, of Augusta, MaiDi>, against the annexation at 
Texas, as a slaTanolding territory. Also the petition of C. 
8. Pray and S3 othera, of East Urermore, in the State of 
Maine, for a redaction of postage. 
I By Mr. J. A. WRiOHT: Tb* patitioo Of the .machaoies 



and laborers of the navT-yard, in Washington, D. C. pray- 
ing compensation for the time in which thay were kept 
hen la a atate of suspaoae during tlie suspaaatoB of tbe 
public wurka In the yard In 1843: reCRrad to the CveaBiittee 
on Naral AflUrs. 

By Mr. TIBBATTStThe petition of Jonathan Miafer. aA. 
tng payment for a last Snal^ettlement eertlleota isaaed to 
Chrutlao OrvadoK referred to the Committee on BctoId. 
tionarr Claims. The petition of the heira of Jobli Monat- 
joy, deceased, late of Kentucky: referred to the Com- 
mittee on RcTolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. H. HAMLIN: The petitfon of Lucy Forbea for a 
penaion for sarvlees of her husband in the rerolntlonary 
war: refarred to tba Commilta* on H«voIutionsi7 reasleaa. 

IN SENATE. 
THtniiOAT, January 9, 1845. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of John 
Ross and otheis, of Little Rock, Arkansaa, praying 
for the establishment of a mail roate fttim Claiks- 
ville, in Johnson county, to Carrollton, in CorrtU 
county, Arkansas; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, presented the petition of John Dillardj of 
Aritansas, praying remuneration for losses sustained 
in flimishing supplies to the Camandie and other 
Indians: refwred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs.' 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 

Orimd, That the petition of Maiy Ann Horriee, the 
widow of a deoeaaod naval aeaman, praying tor a renewal 
of her pension, be taken from the filaa, and referrwd W the 
Committee on Naval AAira. 

Mr. DAYTON presrated a petition fVom John 
McduUsn and sundry other atisens of Philodd- 
phia. Pa., pnwing for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. POSTER of Tennessee raised the qoesiioB 
of reception; which was ordered to lie on the laUe. 

Mr. BATES presented a petition fit>m John W. 
Alexander and sundry legal voters of the town of 
Mendon, Massachusetts, praying for the rejection 
of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States aa a slaveholding Territory: re&i^ 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relatione. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD preeented a petition from John 
Cariow, of Portland, Maine, prayii^ for a peoaioo: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RIVES presented a oMmorial fiom eectais 
smieoas aod a ssi tsnt soigeoos in the navy of (h* 
tTmted States, arising for the enactment of a htr 
giving them rank the same as is allowed to like off- 
een in the army: referred to the Committaa <m Na- 
val Afiiun. 

• Also presented the petition of Mn. O'Brien, the 
widow en Lieutenant Lucius O'Brien, who loet htf 
life in the Florida war, praying for a pensioa: it- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Amura. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented from Mary P. 
Egan, corresponding secretary of the female aboli- 
tion society of Pennsylvania, six memoriala, signed 
by some 148 ladies, respectfully requesting that 
dongress will immediately eflfect such an alteratioa 
in the constitution and laws of the United Stales as 
will relieve the citizens of Pennsylvania from all 
partnership in the support of American slavery. 

Also, from the same lady, three memorials, awn- 
ed by 150 women, asking that the laws of the uiii- 
ted States be so amended as not to compel any 
slave to return, for the purpose of residence, to any 
State where the laws prevent such riave firom being 
taught to read the Bible. 

The question of reoeption being raised on these 
petitions, they were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Vicksbui]g, Mississippi, praying for refoni 
in the naturalization laws: reteired to the Judiduy 
Committee. 

Also presented a petition from A. G. Ralsloii & 
Co., of Philadelphia, asking that certain duties paid 
the government on imported iron may be rrfuwl«4 
to them: referred to the Committee on Finance. "• 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Roods snl 
Canals, reported back, without amendment, an4 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the biU 
making appropriations for the continuation ef tb* 
Cumberland road through the Statea of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee oa 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Tiiooia< 
Smith; which was i«ad, and ordered to a tecona 
reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Comtoittee oa 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the iel»r<" 
William C. Easton; which was read, and ordered v> 
a second reading. 

Also reported back from the same ConunittM) 
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wilhoat wnandment, and with a. raeommendation 
that it dop«M, the bill to refund the belaaeee due to 
Um State ot Maaaachaaetts. 

Mr. BARROW, fivm the Committee on Militarv 
AJhira, reported a bill for the relief of Mary A. P. 
Zantsinger, widow of Richard A. Zantzinger, de- 
ceoaed; which waa read, and oiderot to a aecond 
reading;. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, 

Rem ht d, That th« Seeretar; of the Treunry be diracted 
to report to the Seokte whether the receipts, during the 
aootitaa of November and December, 1844, hare been eqoal 
to the correBt exjieiulituree within them; giring, a< near ai 
■tay ba, the amoiuit of reeeipta and expenditarei in each 
iBoath sepantelx. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, 

BrwotrM, That the Committee on the l>Dtt Offlee and Po«t 

(pedlency of ettab- 
t/cliland coaaty, to 
«, by Nioholaavllle 
and nnoU*, to Vaiidalia, iii 'Fayette county, in the State of 
Ullnol*. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, it was 

Ordered That the petition of Seth M. Leavenworth, pray- 
iag for the payment of balance* due liim on a contract lor 
can y lm the mail, be taken from the fUei, and referred to 
tlia Committee on the Poit OSce and Foat Roadi. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee oa 
Sdilitary Afiaixa, reported back without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do piMa, the bill 
making compensation to Joshua Shaw, for the use 
<^ the percussion caps and lock invented by him. 

"nie following resolutions submitted by Mr. Bew- 
TOK on Tuesday last were taken up, and adopted. 



■ be directed to inquire into the expediency of ettab- 
g a poet route lh>m Olney, in Hichland coaaty, to 
L«ttlsTiUe, in Clay county; and thence, by NioholaaTllle 



That the President be reqneeted to oomnrunicato 

to the Sonat* a copy of the tetter of Mr. Shannon to the De* 
paztnent of^ate, communicating the note of the Mexican 
Secretary ofCtate, in relation to the payment of the April 
and July instalmeais of tho Mexican indemnity to the agent 
' ited by the United State* to reoelTe the indemnltiea 

the coavention of IM*. 

Also, to communicate to the Senate the name of the agent 
apiioiiitad to reeeire said indemnities, and the security, if 
any, which amy have been taken for the ftithful perfbnn- 
anoeof his duty, and the terms and conditions of^his ap. 
pointmenL 

Alao, whether said agent has communicated any informa- 
tloB to the authorities of the United States ifl relafion to the 
>>oi»^ia2'''ea' of the iaatahnenls of the said indennities due 
in ApnLand July last. 

Also, to communicate to the Senate a statement of the inr 
deianiiies actmlly paid to the United States ageot, with the 
date of sack payment to him, the date of the receipt of the 
iH«a7*DpaMatth« t r ea sa s y ef the Uaitad Stalas. awLs 
statsaaant of the costs and eharget made and allowed against 
aneli instalments before paid to the claimants. 

Raobitd, That the President be requested to communicate 
tethe Saaata a copy ot the report made to the engineer de- 
■artweat en military delencae of the country, by UeataaaBt 
Hallark, of the corps of engineers. 

Mr. BENTON, on leaTe, introdooed a bill for the 
organization of a company of sappers, ninera, and 
pontoniers; which was r^ twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Aflhirs. 

Mr. B., also, from the Committee oo Militanr 
Affiuia, reported back without amendment the bill 
for the relief of Bent, St. Vrain and company. 

The adverse report in the caae of Thomas A. 
Rossell waa concurred in by the SeniRe. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Reeaide, the ad- 
miniatratrix on the last will and teatament of Jamea 
Reeaide, was taken up as in committee of the whole 
for oonaideratien. 

This bill proposed the adjustment of the great 
R«eaide claim upon the government, foundM on 
the award of one of the circuit sourts in Pennsyl- 
▼ania in favor of the defendant, and to a large 
amount in a case of suit brought against the ereat 
mail contractor, Jamea Reeside, for an alleged bal- 
ance due by him to the government on the state- 
mant of accounts made by the Post Office Depart- 
ment; the reference to be of the evidence, facts, and 
Touchers brought out on the trial, to one of the gov- 
cnuAit auditors for examination and adjustment; 
in conformity with which the Secretary of the 
Treaaory was required to pay the amount of bis 
award. 
&fr. MERRICK called to the recollection of the 
his opposition to this bill when it waa up 
■ion— an opposition founded on the assur- 
aaoes of the Post CMke Department that the accounU 
ot Reeaide had been audited and settled ac- 
cotdiiy to law; and that upon theae accounts, so 
&r mm any balance being due to him, 
he died eonsidsrablT in debt to the government. The 
cgdaliiig lawa which control the department were 
complied with in this adjustment of^the accounts, 
sod the Past Office Department havinr decided that 
there was net only no claim upon the government 
in req>eot to this caae, but that there was a loige 
Manec due to it by the claimant, be (Mr. M.) felt 



himself compelled to enter his protest againat the 
course proposed by the bill. He objected to ma- 
king any such admission as the' bill would imply, 
that there was any claim whatever — for be wholly 
and totally denied that there waa any. Yet, in the 
face of thia fact, if the bill were passed, there wouM 
be an award in favor of the claimant. 

Mr. TAPPAN thoiight the proper course would 
be, after the statement just made, to refer the bill to 
the Post Office Committee. The Senate would thus 
have the benefit of that committee's investigation 
and report, as some guidance in acting upon the 
measure. He considered that committee as com- 
petent to judge of the merits of the ease by a care- 
ful examinauon of the grounds of claim, as 
any other committee; and from the nature of its in- 
tercourse with the Post Office Department, it would 
have facilities within its reach for the iirvestiga- 
tion. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he understood that this 
waa the very bill which passed the Senate at its last 
session by yeas and nays, and by a very eonsidera- 
ble majority. His friend from Maryland [Mr. Mer- 
uce] was always pertinacious when he believed 
himself to be in the right He (Mr. B.) thought, 
however, that it was only necessary to state this 
case to the Senate in a few words, to induce them to 
come to the same conclusion ^at they did at the 
last session. Was there ever a question so peculi- 
arly adapted to be referred to an independent and 
dismterested tribunal, as this? The Postmaster Gen- 
eral, it seemed, hod taken up some prejudice against 
this cUum, whether founded or unfounded. He is 
the high party upon the one aide; and the Circuit 
Court (^ the United States, afler a most laborious 
and painful examination, which lasted for six 
weeks, before one of the most competent and search- 
ing judges that ever sat upon the bench of the Su- 
preme Court, came to the conclusion that thete 
was a laige amount due to James Reeside ; and 
the verdict of the court waa according to the 
charge recorded. Now, would the Senate refer the 
claim of any citizen of thia country, sustained by the 
opinion of one of our high courts, to an officer of 
this government who had already predetermined 
against the question of claim? Wnat justice wooM 
there t« in that? 

There was the Postmaster General tipon the one 
aide— and he (Mr. B ) entertained great respect for 
that officer — who had prejudged llua question; and 
here waa a different tribunal, after bMring all ttiat 
could be alleged on the part of the department; and 
now, on thia late day, after the Senate had already 
decided upon the adjuatment of the claim, it waa 
propoaed to withdraw it from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and have their judgment re-judged by the 
Post Office Committee. Surely the Senate, in his 
huii^>le judgment, would not pursue this course. 
To whom ought the claim to be referred? To that 
officer of the government who, above all others, is 
distinguished for holding the purse^trings of the 
tieasary tight — yrbo has never suffered a dollar to 
go out of the treasury, unless the justness of the 
claim has been well establishad. In referring it to 
him it is not referred to any officer of doubtfttldiar- 
acter — ^it is not referred to any officer who might be 
swayed by feeling, on one side or the other; nut to 
one who will be governed by jsrinciples of strictjus- 
tice. Now, as to the idea of a committee of Con- 

Sess entering into the examination of this claim— if 
ey were to devote all their leisure time to it be- 
tween this and the adjournment of Congress, it 
would be out of the question. It took the circnit 
court aix weeks to investigate the caae; and now, 
after a full discussion of its merits laat seasion, and 
the report of a committee the preaeat seaaion, it is 
proposed to defer it still further, by referring it to a 
committee acting upon the information of a depart- 
ment known to be liostile the claim itself. Au he 
(Mr. BvcRANAii) asked for this poor widow was 
strict and impartial justice— such as was meted out 
by Peter Hagner to every chum presented before 
him. 

The question was then taken on Mr. TArPAH't 
motion, and it was decided m the negative. 

Mr. MERRICK taking it for granted that his 
opposition now would be as unavailmg as it proved 
last session, proposed an amendment to the bill, the 
porport of which waa to secure to a person named 
Williams, $5,000, advanced by him to Reeside, on a 
draft upon the Post Office Department for that 
amount, dated 18th April, 1885; l>ut which the de- 
partment refused to pay at maturity, on the grounds 
Chat Reeside, the.drawer of the in/i, was indebted to 
the govenunrnt. The amendment would, in tha 



event of an award in fiivor of the claimant, secut« 
by an act of justice, the payment of an innocent siif' 
ferer. v 

Mr. HAYWOOD remarked that he bad a motion 
to submit; which, if successful, would supersede tha 
necessity of the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Maryland. His motion was to substitufa 
for the bill now before the Senate, the bill which ac- 
tually passed the Senate last session. It would 
be in the recollection of the Senate, that whan 
the subject was then up, the biU reported by tl)« 
Judiciarr Committee — the same in substance as that 
nowunoer consideration — a very strong and suc- 
cessful opposition was made to it on the grounda 
just urged by the Senator from Maryland. After 
considerable discussion, the Senate came to the deci- 
sion of adopline an amendment, the effect of whic^ 
was to change the whole bill, and it finally assumed 
the shape m which it was passed. Instead 
of authorizing the Treasury Department to 
par any amount awarded by the Auditor, tha 
bill which was paaaed directed the Third Au- 
ditor to inveatigate the claim aa urged by the 
claimant, and alao Uie grounda of oppoaition 
urged by the Poat Office D^rtment, and to report 
to Congress the result of his examination, together 
with the facta and grounds upon which he uiould 
make a specific award, if any — leaving it to Con- 
gress, in view of the whole case, to pass such a 
hw as it should deem proper for the final adjust- . 
ment of the claim. 

Mr. MERRICK, in view of the motion suggested 
by the senator from North Carolina, withdrew hia 
amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had all this time siwposed— 
and he believed it was the understanding or gentle- 
men around him — that the bill under discossian was 
the same as that which passed last session. Indeed, 
be had stated, in the few remarks he had made, that ■ 
it was the same bill, believing, from what he had 
heard around him, (not having read the bill himself,) 
that it waa the same. He now rose to say diat be 
had not any objection to the motion of the senaUnr 
from North Carolina. > 

Mr. HAYWOOD then made the motion to sufa^ 
stitote the bill of last aeasion in tliS farm in which it 
paaaed. 

And the amendment waa adopted. 

On further motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the 
wcftda •*<Pe«»th JUditor" wem inbtitmsd fbr 
"Third Auditor." 

The bill, as amended, was reported back to tha 
SenaM, and ordered to be engrossed and read a Haii 
time. 

The engrossed bill entitled, "A bill granted lands 
to the State of Indiana, the better to enable that 
State to complete the Wabash and Elrie canal from 
Terre Haute to the Ohio river," next came op, and 
waa read a third time. 

On the qneation, "Shall this bill peas?" 

Mr. NILES expreaaed the pleasure it would af- 
ford him to vote for thia biH if he could do ao in jus- 
tice to himself or consistently with the principles he 
had heretofore sustained. He had listenea wilH 
great attention to the arguments urged in fkvor of 
the measnre.by the senator from Michigan, when 
the bill waa up last; but they had failed to convince 
him that the purpose to which this grant of lands 
was to be appliea was a national, and not a local 
Stale meaaure. He strongly objected to the bill on 
the ground that it involved die important unautho- 
rized principle that it is the duty of this government 
to aid, by grants of money or its eonivalent, 
the States in Uie construction of their works of in- 
ternal improvement He had not been able to per^ 
ceive in this measure any special grounds for its ex- 
emption from the principle which he held, that thd 
Sneral government had no power of this kind, 
ad the proposition been to give the State the pre- 
emption right of entering those lands at the mini- 
mum price, for the purpose of aiding in the construc- 
tion or this work, he should not object; but to donate 
the lands was the same aa to donate the money, the 
proceeds of these landa, lo the State of Indiana, for 
parpoaea of internal improvement All that nad 
been aaid in faver of'thia public work might be very 
true; but it was impossible to direst it ofita local 
character ; and if this case were admitted as a special 
case, where was the limitation whidi couMdcny to 
every other State a similar favor urged upon similar, 
grounds? The question was, whether Congress 
could at all appropriate the funds of the government, 
or, what is tbe same, the lands which form a part of 
the source of iu funds, for State pnrposea; and 
whatevtr might have been hia opinion in t*r 
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lldon to the appropriation* for tha formation 
<if tliei Cumberiana road, for which ha had voted, 
than balieriog it to be an azception to the eeneral 
rtlika he had ainea come to the coBriciion that no 
ilu^ power wa* rtaled bjr the conatitution in the 
toiMfal <oTenim«nt. 

^tt. HANNEOAI7 deelarMl that, if the billin iu 
lMiqH)aa,proTiaiona, or tendency, had an^aqninting 
ttmud* the aatamption of State debta, it wa* fitr, 
ttrf fttr, from hi* intention or that of his colleague. 
Thqr *cted on the conviction that a work which 
wa* to form the onlv continuoui communication 
iMtween the navigable waters of the North and 
East and the South and "West of thia eztenaive 
tJnion; wa* a great national worif, and not 
A mere local State iinprovement And what 
(•ally Waa the propoiition of the bill? That 
the general government ahould donate to the 
State of Indiana, die better to enable her to com- 
plete Ihi* nationii chain of water commttnication, 
oirAin poitiona of ^e public domain which have 
baaik forty yean in the market without being in de- 
toMoii the result of such donation bein^ perfectly ob- 
'vioiia that, in consequence of the effect it will have, the 
ramainder of theae public lands, now perfectly valu^ 
less and uniMleable, will be at onoe rendered valua- 
bt* tnd available to the public treasury by being 
brought into the market under the most favorable 
ciieunwtancea. If this work were not in existence, 
the whde of these lands, in all probability, would 
remain unprodactive to the general government 
Bntaneottiaga iia completion, and they become at 
one* a productive aouroe of revenue. It was not on 
this ground alone that the friends of the bill urged 
it upon CongTMS. They advocated it as a measure 
•Mentially national in its character. Ita object was 
to unite the navigable waters of the North and the 
South. In the event of a war with any foreign 
power, ita utility to Uie general government in the 
iniimpoTt of troops and munitions of war, in safoty, 
by intemiJ navigation, would be incalculabla. In 
tUa lespaet alone, it would repay many fold the 
value of the grant required. 

Mr. WOODBRIDQE ismarksd that the ppUcr 
«f the bili before the Senate rested upon a basis al- 
together diiierent fiom that alluded to by the hon- 
omUe senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Nilbs.] It 
WM apparent that this government had placed itaelf 
in the attualkm of a mat landholder. Millions of 
•erea of the public aamain were within its control, 
and for what purpose) That it m«ht be made 
available a* a sourca of revenue. In what way 
eoiild it bast be mado available to that end? Was it 
by krttiag it lie unimproved, as all the public lands 
irithin tha Tineennes district were? The officers of 
the. government had declared many years ago that 
it was not at all fit for cultivation. It has been forty 
yean in the market every day, and yet not a pur- 
chaaer haa amieared. How, then, is it to be made 
available? Tnera is an intrinsic value in all your 
lads— that ndue which is imparted to it by run- 
ning through it roads, railways, and the growing up 
of towns and villages— a value imparted to it by 
the industry of those who surround it. With the 
good policy of the State under whose auspices this 
cnatjpublie work grew up, before us, was it ju*t 
tnat those who deain benedi from it should pay not 
a CMit? If vou own a lot in the city of New York, 
and it should be deemed proper by the council of 
that city that the sidewalks should be improved 
and the atreels paved, are you not compelled to pay 
your proportioa of the ezpenaea, when voor own 
property becomea doubly or trebly valuable in con- 
sequence of those improvements? It is a principle 
founded upon natural jastiee— founded upon the 
uaagea of society, and applicable to all the real es- 
tate throughout the Uniud Slates. 

Now, he would aak, what object waa to be gained 
by refuaing to appropriate to a useful purpose land 
or this dcMription? Did it make it more valoable? 
It was proposed that the State of Indiana should 
have this public land, which could not otherwise be 
made available, for the purpose of excavating a 
canal. By whose labor ana industry was this im- 
parted value to be given to it? Not by the general 
fovenment. But was it just and right thatCon- 
gtaw ahould remain with arms folded, and look on, 
and derive all the benefits of the hard labor, without 
offerineits aid in the manner proposed? It was not 
juat. The only wise policy m regard to this land 
was to dispose of it in such a way as to make it 
moat valuable. What is its condition at present? 
It is reported by officen of the government that it 
is not worth one cent. All that the people of In- 
^U* Mk is, that you will transftr a portion of it 



to them; and for what purpose That thejr niay 
run a canal through it, which will impart to it a'chai^ 
•cter and a value that it will never have without 
that improvement. Will thegovemraentrafuae to 
inoreasa the valne of its own land?— inereaae its own 
finds, by puraing this fwlioy— a poliay whidi wQl, 
at the same time, contribute to the proapeiity and 
bappinaa* of those around. 

It was upon theae principle* that the policy of the 
bill was founded; and he truated it would receive 
the sanction of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON conceived there would be tittle 
hesitation about this matter, if the Senate was ae^ 
qiwinted with the nature and history of the Vin- 
osnnes tract of tha public lands, a portion of whidi 
he undenlood waa to be appropriated by this bill. 
Vioeennes was settled by the French, in IGBO; sinoe 
which great inducements to occupy and improve 
thoae land* h^ been held out by three governments, 
but without emct, so worthless have they alwinr* 
been eoneidered in their primitive condition. The 
government of France, tha government of Eini>Jand, 
and since tha revolution that of the United Sate*, 
had invited aettlen on these lands; but they are atill 
a wildenwM. The jtidgir.ent of one hundred and 
fifty yean had been pronounead upon them a* un- 
profitable; and if they now can be at last rendered 
available by the propoaed woric of improvement, he 
considered it sonna policy to afibrd that work the 
required fluulity. 

Mr. NILES said hie two main objectiona had not 
been removed by anything yet urged upon the snb- 
iect. One was, that thia was not a national, 
but a local work of internal improvement. 
The other, that Congress possessed no eon> 
stitutional power to mute auch donations. That 
it is a IomI State measure, ia ineontroveruble 
from the ftct that the control and benefits of the 
t work are to be veated in the State government He 
denied that there waa foree tMtgu in the argument 
of the length of time in which tha lands had been 
in market, to affect the principle that they eonld be 
donated by the general government for State pur- 
poses. The progressive incrsaae of population 
would, in time, materially prodoee a demand 
for tkam, and they would then become valu- 
able and profitable to the general government 
How til the United States ware to be beneited bv 
this work remained yet to be proved. He oonnd- 
ered it the duty of every State to carry on its own 
necessary iraprovementa with ita own funds. He 
demanded the yea* and nays on the passage af this 

bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN eonvdered Aa work for 
which this donation waa aaked, a* one of the great- 
est importance in many respects, and partienluty in 
regard to the connection it would accomplish of the 
^«at water navigation of remota sections of the 
Union. If this wara not a national work, he should 
really foal at a loas to discover how it was to be dis- 
tinguished from one; for every public work like it 
waa, to a certain extent, at once local and national, 
differing only in degree; and the degree in whidi 
thia work was national was conspicuously eminent. 
He should give his vote for the bill with great pleas- 
ure, because he rejoiced in seizing every opportuni- 
ty of making such appropriation* to the States for 
national improvementk. He was only surprised to 
find those who so tenaciously held on to the doc- 
trine of reducing and graduating the price of the 
public lands, so averse to this mMe of disposing of 
them. It was certainly far more advisable than the 
wasteful scheme of reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands, every day ureed and brought 
forward ia Congresa. He hoped this bill would receive 
the support of a large majority in the Senate.- Who- 
ever looka to the map of the United States miiat see 
that the work to be completed by the aid of this do- 
nation is essentially ana predominantly national in 
its diaracter. He ahould always be ready to vote 
for any appropriation to improve even the naviga- 
tion of the Wabash river. Thi* land, and much 
more, ought to he given fireely to the State of In- 
diana, to enable her to accomplish the great worka 
of internal improvement which she haa yet unfin- 
iahed. 

Mr. BAOBY gave his reasons why he could not 
vote for the bill. He had listened attentively to all 
that had been urged in its lavor by the friends of 
the measure, and particulariy ths chairman of the 
Committee on Public Lands. Bnt these arguments 
left untouched the main principle which should 
govern Comre** in this matter. If ever any one 
question hadbaen aettled by the democracy of this 
country it waa, that the general government ongkt 



not to eagaM in scbames of internal improvement 
The hanoraUe senator ftom Kentucky thinks it im- 
possible to draw the line between wons of internal 
improvement of a national character and of a local- 
character. Now, aoeording to hia (Mr. Baost'i) 
conception, the hn« of demarcation was peifkelly 
elear and obrious. Works of a national cha ra cter 
should be conducted and controlled by the generri 
government exclusively; and thoae belonging to 
any Slate, by iu own Slate government It is na- 
tional when the general government undertakes h 
for its own purposes, and with its own means. It is 
local wheo we State government undertakes it, con- 
trols it, and appropriatea to itaelf its benefits. When 
was the power to be found in the constitutioa of giv- 
ing to a State the means, control, and benefit of any 
work of internal improvement? This bill calls on 
the general government to advance to the State of 
Indiana the means of completing one of its public 
works. It was not the general government that 
called for this work, or originated it. It was the 
State government of Indiana, for iu own purposet 
and benefit If the general government wanted it 
for national purposes, it would hava originated h 
and carried it on by its own officen, and wiihils 
ownmeana. 

It was very true that the graduation and reduetiaB 
of tha price of the public unds were cherished ob- 
jects in many of the Stales; but how could this be 
promoted by such grants as that now proposed, if 
tha efihct vraa to be auch a* the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Lands antieipatad— that of en- 
hancing the price of the alternate sections in dx 
hsnds of the government to.|3 50 per ewaCjinMesil 
of the present minimum price of $1 2S? Tlie ime 
object of the friends of reduction and graduation wu 
to give to every man a home upon the rhrapwt 
terms possible — to enable every man to secure him- 
self the independence of a home. This was iar, tu 
better than schemes of engaging the general gortm- 
ment in gigantic schemes of internal improvement. 
He nev«r oould consent to making the general gov^ 
ernment a mere instrument of the States for carry- 
ing on their own speeultuions in works of inteiml 
improvement 

Mr. BREESE was very much surprised at the 
objections urged by the senator from Connecticut, 
[Mr. Nasi,] and no less surprissd at the remark* 
of dM aenalorfrom Alabama, [Mr. Baost;] both of 
whom aeened to took u^n this work as a meet 
local measure of internal improvement, and nothine 
dse. ' Now. he and his oollesgna supported and sv 
vooaled the bill on the express ^una that die work 
to which it applied was pre-eminently national in in 
character and design. Tliis work is not at all of 
that dass of works of internal improvement whidi 
are local and for State purposes. The very fint 
section showed that the bill conteraplated the eoni- 
pletion of a great national work, the effect of which 
would be not to take mean* from the treasury, but 
to supply and enhance its resources. Mr. B. beiv 
adverttd to an inatance in point, wherein an eighty- 
acre fraction oMand in Illinois, not worth more dan 
(I 95 per acre, (beine a mere sand bank,) was, bv 
a public work, aided by a similar donation of hiHi 
rendered so valuable that it yielded ultimately to die 
treasury upwards of |90,000. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, were taken on 
the paasage of the bill, and resulted — yeas 31, na;' 
8, as follows; 

YEA8-Moiin. Allen, A»hlcy, AlchiMn, Barrow, Btl«, 
Bayanl, Benton, Berrien, Breece, Buchanan, Cltrton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evani, FairfieM, Fotter of TfimeMe''. 
Ftancia, Hanne^an, Huntington, Johnson, Mcnick, Moie* 
head, Porter, Scmple, Sevier, Slmmona, Stiirgeon, Tapfaa- 
Unham, White, and Woodtridpe— SI. 

NAVS— McMra. Archer. Athcrton, Bnehjr. FoslerofXev 
York, Haywood, Hnger, McDuMe, and S'llei— 8 

Mr. MERRICK, on leave, introduced a hill au- 
thorizing the making of contracta for transportin? 
the mail ot the United Stales on raiiroada; whiA 
was read twice, and referred to the Commitle* on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
adjourn it will adjourn till Monday next 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the SeaaM P'O" 
ceeded to the consideration of executive buaseee; 
tuid, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THratOAT, January 9, 1845. 
Mr. TIBBATTS asked leave to introduce the bill 
for the admission of Texas into the Union, of which 
he gave notice on Tucaday, and which will be fonnd 
in that day's paper. 
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[OmUmud fnm A*a. 6.] 

Mr. C. J0HK80N Mked what wu the nguUr 
order of b«imnen. 

The SPEAKER nid that the btuineM fint in 
wder w<ia the motion of the gentleman from New 
Hempriiire [Mr. Bnutp:] to print 5,000 extca copies 
ofthe report of Uie aeleet committee on the memorial 
•f the membera ofthe Rhode bland leeisiatare. 

Mr. C. JOHXSON Jioped it would be the pleas, 
ore of the House to commence die new year by 
paying a strict attention to the rules, and pro gr ess 
ing with basiness in its regular order. In this way 
a greater amount of business could be done, and 
each sabjeet would be leaehed in a proper time. 
' He shotud insist henceforth on resenring the regular 
order of bostiem. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved a ■uspeoiion of the rules 
to enable him to introduce his bill and resolution; 
but the motion was rejected. 

Mr. DUNCAN aaded leave to introduce a resolu- 
tion to repeal the hour rule; but the Chair ruled die 
motion to be out of order. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. . 

Mr. BEILSER gave notice of his intention 
hereafter to ask leave to introduce a series of joint 
reeolotions for tlie annexation of Texas to Uie 
United States, in the following form: 

PrtamMa amijaint rt$ttutitu for tkt mnexatitnffthtn 
fuUic tfTaa$, U lit Uttitid Stalu ^Jlmericm. 

In rl«w Ofthe precent pecnllar •itnation of the repablic ot 
Taka*,and tlie milneace wUch ahe i* dMtbieA.Troia her 
inunedble location upon our wettem borders, end her inU- 
m*ta eonnecUoa with the territory, population, and r» 
•onrcei of the United 8tatet, to hare upon oar national •«• 
eoiity, tranqtiillitV, and comaieret, we, the •uprcme legia- 
Utire anthontj of the American Union, In order to secure 
the bleMlnge of peace and proiperity to ounelTes, and lafe. 
tr, good eoTemment, and libertj to tb« inhabitant! of 
Texas, do Miebjr adopt the ibllowiar resoIi^OBS, anneXlM 
the said rernblio to the United Statoa. 

JUseivni iy (A( Sautt md Hoxue ^XijirutiUlmttt/lKt 
Vmftd Stalet of Jmtrict in Cmrrttt MuemUtd, That, with 
the consent of the antkoritias oiTezas, so much of the tei^ 
HMrr aa ritfrtfeUy helOBfi to the ^ repttilio, be, aiid the 
•■■c is keielCT, annexed to the United States, and made one 
•f thetetdtcaee ofthe same, nu^ the name of "Oie Tei^ 
litoi7 of Taiea." 

1 .and he Ufiirtktf n uU U, That.aesaon asJurisdictioB 
••ertto terdtorj of Texas shall be oMalned bv the Urted 
Stataa, as herelBpravided, the Presideat ofthe United BMei 
is heiebv aathonced and directed to take immediate poases- 
■ion ot the same: and until other ^vision be made bjr Con- 
(less to eatahlish therein a temporary goTsmmeat upon the 
principles refulatlng other tenitories ofthe United itates, 
so br as the same ssay be s^lieabls; and the arilitary , ciril, 
•ad judicial powers are hereby vested in such authoritia* aa 
he may establish in pursuance of this resolution Ibr tlie pro- 
ttetioB and malatenanoe of the inhabitaats ofthe said tar- 
olST^ in the ftill ai\)eyiaent of their liberty, property, sad 



i- JM ht UfmHuT rttohtd. That these resolutions are 
hersby declared to be the fundamental law of annexation bo- 
tweea tte United Slates and Texas, so soonas they shall be 
eoaeaned in by both govenuneals) and that if any dispute 
Aall theieaftcr erise with any fbreign power respeeting any 
koendary of Texas, the Presidrnt of the United States is 
hereby anthorited to open all neoessanr nefotiations fi>r the 
le ttlei n e a t ofthe satse upon Just and honorable terms, sub- 
jcot.to the latiScstioB of tills govenunent, 

i, JbU h* UJyrtktT rmhtd. That if during the pendency 
<f these propositloiis, any attempt shell be made by any for- 
eign power to occupy by military force, or to invade any 
Wt ofthe aaid republic of Texas, or to harass or destroy 
sereommeiBe, tlie President ofthe United States is hereby 
aalhoiixad and directed to afford protection to the same: 
and lor that end may employ luch parts ofthe military ana 
naval power of the United States as may be naceesary. 

&■ Md ht itfurtktr rttolrtd, Thnt as soon a* these resolu- 
tions shall have pasH-d the Cons:reB« ofthe IJnitpd Suites, 
sad been approved by the Prealdeiit. he phall foTthwith 
tiansmit a copy ofthe Ramtr to the government of the'repttb- 
lie of Texas lor its concurrence. 

RHODE ISLAND MEMORIAL. 

The CHAIR announced, aa the regular order of 
MniMBS, the resolution of the ^ntlemon from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Burke] to print 5,000 extra' copies 
ofthe report of the delect committee on the memo> 
rial of tne members. of the Rhode Island legisla< 
ture. 

Mr. BURKE modiiied his resolution by inserting 
10,000 copies of 5,000, and also inserting aprovi- 
■ion for printing the minority report. Mr. Cf. then 
celled for the previous question. 

Mr, C. JOHNSON hoped his friend from New 
Hemnshire would not suDstitiite I0,'<00 copies for 
5,000. If so, he would vole against it. 

Mr. BURT moved to lay the motion to print on 
IhettbU. 



Mr. BURKE called for the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered, resulted in yeas 78, nays 100, as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adsms, Airington, Ashe, Baker, 
Baninger, James A. Black, Bre'ngle, Buffington, Burt, Car- 
roll, Cunch, Cllngman, Coles, Collamer, Cranston, Cross, 
Darragh, Oarrett Davis, Riebard D. Davis, Dcbeny, Dellet, 
Diekey, £faner,' Jiafa. Floience, Foot, Oiddings, Ooggin, 
WUBs Oreen, Orimmll, Edward S. Hamlin, HarRUon,l!ai^ 
din. Harper. Hudson. Joseph R. Ingertoll, Jenks, Cave 
Johnson, Perley B.' Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Kdward Joy Morris, Freeman H. 
Merse, Moaeley, Nowton, i>atenan, Peyton, Phoenix, Pol- 
lock, Elisha R. PMter, Pratt, Preston, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Charles M. Reed, Rockwell. Rogers, Sample, Schenck, 
Senter, Severance, Simpson, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Stepheiai, Summers, Xliomaason, Tildett Tyler, Tance, 
Vaameter, 'Wethered, John White, Winthrop, and Wood, 
ward— 7B. 

NAYS— Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack, 
James Black,, BlackweH, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brod- 
head, Aaron K Baown, Burke, Carpenter, Shepherd Car}-, 
Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Angnstus A. Chapmen, Chap- 

BiU, Clinton, Cobb, CuUom, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davik, 
•wion. Dean, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Du» 
can, Dunlap, Ellis, Farlee, Flcklin, Foster, French, 
Fuller, Byram Oreen, Hale, Hannibal Hemlln, Hammett, 
Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Hungerford, J. B. Hunt, C. J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Oeorce W. 
Jones, Andrew Kenneay, freston King, Ls^ranche, Leon- 
ard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCansIna, McClemand, 
McConnell, McDowell, Joreph Morris, Isaac E. Mone, 
Norris, Owen, Parmentcr, Payne, Emery D. Patter, Purdy, 
BathbuB, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Roberts, Robin- 
son, Russell, St. John, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steennd, Stetson, John 
Stewart, AlAvd P. Stone, Strong, Sykts, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, TIbbatts, Tucker, Weller, vYentworth, Wheaton, 
Beqjamin WhLe, Williams, Joseph A. Wright and Yost 
-100. 

So the motion waa not laid on the table. 

After a few words between Mr. C. JOHNSON, 
Mr. BURKE, and the SPEAKER— 

The- vote was taken on seconding the demand 
for the previous question; and 64 voted in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. BURKE called for tellcra; and Messrs. Gam- 
mLL and Haiulbon were appointed; and they re- 
ported M in the afBrmative, aiid 77 in the negative. 

8e tb«T* waanot aaaeond. 

Mr. BURK^ tboB vmHimi. his prot^ositiov, so aa 
to make it a resoiutUm to print 5,000 copies} on 
triiieh he moved the prt«ous question; and on diis. 

After a few words from, Mr- ELMER and Mr. 
BURT— ~ 

Tb« vote waa taken by Messrs. Btntxc and Baaa- 
SLB, as tellers; and they reported 76 in the affinmi> 
tive, and 68 in the negative. 

So there was a secmid to the previoua question. 

The main question was next ordered to be put 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. WIN- 
THROP, SAMPLE, BURKE, the SPEAKER, 
and others, ss tu the matter which the resolution 
would eover; end it waa explamed to be the majori- 
ty and minority reports, together with the aoeom- 
penying documents. 

The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered 
on the adoption of the resolution, and resulted: 
yeas 103, nays 80, aa follows: 

Y£AS-MesarsJ<Andenon, ■'Atkinson, '^eaten/^idlack, 
fjames Black,*^laekjcell,>Bower/BowlinfBoyd,'Brodhead 
•Aaron V. ' 

^Can 

peU. 

son, ''1Qean,'^lllingham.'Douglass, >l}ramgoolaXDonlap, 
*t;llls, 'T8rleo,iFiciainAfo»ter,fFrench. «Fuller,'^. Oreen, 
'Hale/HannibalHamliD;'Henley,>flerrirkrHopkins,'Hon«ton, 
ynubard,k4iyngerford.'0aineii B. Hnnt,>Chsrlcs J. Ingcrfoll, 
>Oame8op,'^ ave Jolinsoi, K\ndrew Johnson. /.Oeoif^e W. 
Jon«s,*Andrcw KeunedyMVcston Klngyi.al>mar)iefl,conard, 
*l.^ca*^LQmpkin,''Lyon,''WcOft^llIen,/^vll■Cle^^ian(l^^^Dow. 
eli,^alhewt»'^09tjph MorrisAlseac E. Morso|Norris,'T)*-en, 
IP»rraenli'r,i1>Bync,*rettit,>^niefy D. Polter.i-Puntyl'halh- 
bun,»DHvid S. Reid,'Tleding,>1ielfe,x Hoberts,>Robln««n, 
vflussell^t. John, Thomas H. Cfymoiir.Tavld L. Seymour, 
'>^mons,'*lhnmas Sniith,>1lobert Bm!th,i'Strenrod,>;Stetran, 
"John 8tcwart,)<Alfrp(l P. Stone, *1!trong,*Sykes,'Tavlor, 
ilrhomp«on.yi"ibbat1»rruckcr.»\t'elJpr,'We»»woTth, 'Wheat- 
on, '^ei\iamin While, /Williams,'Oosaph A. Wright, and 
l^ost-ie*. 

NAYS.-Messrs.VAbbott,' Adams,'' Anin^nfBakerrBsr- 

ringer.'Belseri'^Edward J Black,''' BrenslciWlton Brawn, 

/Bumngton(BttiVi;anipbell,'T;arroll.''Clineh;Clingmaii,'Coles, 

't;oIlamer/Cranston,<rn«>^arragh,>t)arTett DavisMtichard 

D. Davis, »t>eberry,'^ellet,«Dickey.Tijh,'Tloreiice!'Foot, 



•tJiddingsraocgin.At'ilUs Oreen' Orinnell,* Edward S. Htm- 
lln?l{aralsonrTlardln,>narper, >Halmes,>Hndson,>'Joseph R. 
!nger80H,<Ienks,>Terley B. Johnson. ^John P. Kennedy, 



wDaniel P. King/'MrConnell.'- NIcIlvahie.'karah.'Edward J. 

Morris, 'freeman H. Morse.i^loseley.llyewtoa.* raterson, 

'Peyton,'Pb4BBix,'ToUock,>lUisha H. PotlerfPrett," Preston, 

>'BsiBsey/Bayner,>t;hM«t M. Reed,>-ItoekwtU,'Be(«n, 



I'SaBBleraehaitekraealarfsei 
>^aleb% SsUtliySteghens,'^ 



jn.'^AIbettSmitk, 

. _ -i - . Jumm«r»,'frho«issao»,»Taden, 

^lor,"Vanoe,*Vanmeter,XW«ihered,*Jolin Whlte,i'W!to- 
throp, anirWoodwBrd— BO. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. HARDIN, from the Post Office Committee, 
rose, and aaid he wiahcd to call up the postH>fflee 
bilKand would therefore move' 

The SPEAKER observed that the question nsw 
pending was upon agreeing to the resolutions re- 
ported by the committee. 

[Note. — These resolutions were reported by Mr. 
BoBKB, ehairraan of the select committee on this 
subject, at the last session of Cotigress; and, on hia 
motion, at that time, their further consideration wss 
postponed until the first Monday in Dc>cember, nit. 
They have not been reached for action at the pres- 
ent session.] 

Mr. KI.MER called for the reading of the reso- 
lutions; which were read. 

Mr. KT.MER remarked that he had bad no exptet- 
•tion that the important question involved in the res- 
olutions was to come before the House in this unex- 
pected manner; and be was not prepared to diseusa 
them as he would wish to. But he could not con- 
sent, as a member of this body, that they should 
pass to a vote in this House without expressing his 
opinion upon them. He thought, when prineiplea 
were presented for adoption by the House, (as in 
die preseat fase) which stmek at the fmuidatiOB of 
government, that they should weigh them word, by 
word, and letter by letter, before t£ey adopted them. 
In bis opinion, no proposition had been made to this 
House since he had had the honor of a seat in this 
body — none could be at any time presented,— mora 
important than those now presented through thia 
committee. 

In regard to many of the resolutions be had no 
objection. They announced simple acknowledged 
principles. But when they considered them alto* 
geiher, amd appli«l them to the pvtieuUr case to 
whiab they were uifdied by the committee, Mr. E. 
a|>p«sbeMdled Aat-uey taught most erroneous doc- 
trines— doctnncs wbich mi(iA be coMderad bv. di> 
iM>i»iii<lj s Iriie UtisaxsmiA ptias^es; but which, ha 
ventured to say, with all respect to thsm, were Jacob-' 
hrieal doetrinaa. They were not democntic doo- 
trines. 'What were the principles announced here? 
Why, not only that the people were sovereign, (which 
they all acknowledged) but that tliey had the tight 
to Rfia their own government in their own manner; 
but further, that upon principles recognised by the 
eonslitution itself, persons calling themselves "the 
people," may put forward and adopt which they are 
ploMM to eonaidcr amendmenta to the existing gov- 
ernment of the State; and that eontiary to the will 
of ^ existing government of that State. The itoero 
fact that these persons are thus forming a new gov^ 
enment, proviaed it shall appear to be probable that 
the constitution has been adopted by a majority of 
the people of the State 

Mr. BURKE mterpoaed, and asked leave to cor- 
rect the centleman on a pomt of fiut. He was un- 
derstood to say, that instead of its being probable, 
as the gentleman had represented, it had been proved 
to be a positive fiu:t, that the constittttion had been 
adopted by a large majority of the inhabitants of 
Rhode Island, not only ofthe noii-ft«ehold«is but of 
the freeholders. 

Mr. Elmer resumed. He was aware that th» 
corriinitlec had put forth that stttement; but he ask- 
ed how tbere cuuld tr, in any case, more than a 
probaUlily ofthe fact that a majority of the peopi* 
nad adopted a conatitiitinn, as it was to be ascertain- 
ed in no autbentie form? This was the difficulty — 
tbat lliere was ■ no mode pointed out by any law, 
eonstitation, or authority known to our laws, by 
which the fiict was to be ascertained, whether a ma- 
jority of the \ eople had adopted a constitution or 
not. Then, I say, it can be at most bitt a proba- 
bility, and a probability which every individual cit- 
izen is asked to determine for h.imaeir; and having 
determined it, it waa to be considered as a constitu- 
tion adopted by the people. 

Now Mr. E. coukl never sanction sueh principles. 
He agreed that the people were supreme; that they 
hod me right to form their own governments; and 
he agreed ftirther that, in extreme coses, the people 
had M* ri|^U to form new coostiiutioos contrary tQ 
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the will of the exi>tin^ government. But what he 
contended was, that thia waa the right of reTolntion, 
and nothing else— not a legal or a. conetitutional 
light. The miatake of the committee waa, that they 
tnatiid thia right aa a legal, conatimtional right. 
The gentleman [Mr. Btrma] says that it is a sove- 
reign right. I aak the gentleman (said Mr. E.) how 
aoTereignty i> exercised, butbyconatitutional fonns 
or by revolution? It could only be exercised m these 
two \ray8. Kow, if thia committee had sat forth the 
propoaition that the people of Rhode Island, feeling 
themaelves aggrieved oy the government existing 
there, had the ri^t to riae up m arms against the 
^Temmest and sobvatt it by revolution, he had no 
objection to grant that right, ifthev regarded Rhode 
Island independent of uie United States. He de- 
nied that its inhabitanu had even any right of revo-. 
lution, new that the State was apart of the govern- 
ment of the United States. That rif ht had been 
snrrendered: the people of Rhode Isbuid, by be- 
coming a party to the government of the United 
States, had agreed that that government might be 
exercised to put down revolntion; and thus they had 
restricted their natural light of revolution. And 
Mr. E. held that the President of the United States 
had the perfect right to call out the military force of 
the Union, to suppress and pot down a revolution, 
if in his judgment it was deemed necessary. 

The morning hour here expired, and the subject 
waa laid over. 

On motion, the SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following commonicationa lying on the Speak- 
er's taUe: 

I. A letter from the Secretary of War, tran»' 
mitting, in obedience to a resolution of the 36th inst., 
a report relative to the survey of the harbor of Du- 
bnque, in Iowa; and a report in relation ts the eon- 
atruction and improvement of certain roads in said 
Territory of Iowa. 

II. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
tiitg, in answer to a resolatioD of the S6ih ultimo, a 
repast in relation to a survey of a route from Gieen 
Bay, in Wisconsin, to Copper harbor, in Michigan. 

III. A letter from the Secretary of War, tnuismitr 
tinei in obedianee to a resolution of the House of the 
23d ult^a leport in lelatim lo the application of 
Jamea Qre«i, for a pension as a midshipman in the 
navy during the war of Uie revolution. 

Iv. A report from the clerk of the House of Rep- 
resenlathres of the United States, in compliance with 
provision of law, rivhig the names of the clerks and 
other persons empioyea in his office. 

y. A letter from tJie acting Secretary of the Na- 
vy, in answer to a resolution of the House of the 
23d alt, aa to why a report of commissioners to 
make experiments of inventiona designed to prevent 
the explosion of steam boilers has not been pub- 
lished. 

All which were hid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

' Vl. A letter from the Poatmaater General, trans- 
mitting, in obedience to requirement of the law of 
July S, 1836, changir^ the oiganization of the Post 
Office Department, the estimates for the mail ser- 
vice for the fiscal year commencing July I, 1845. 

Wbiah was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. . 

The following bill* and resolution from the Sen- 
ate were taken up, twice read, and appropriately re- 
ferred: 

An act for the relief of William Rich. » 

Ad aa for the relief of William Russell and oth- 
em. 

A resolution in iavor of David Shaw and Solo- 
mon T. Corser. 

RXDUCTION AND GRADVATION. 

On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, the rules were 
suspended, and Ute House resolved itself into Com- 
mitiae of the Whde on the slate of the Union, (Mr. 
Cars JonrioK in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
aideration of the bill to reduce and graduate the 
pricaa of the public lands in favor of settlers and 
cultivatpra. . 

Mr. TH08. SMITH was endtled to the floor. 

Mt. HARDm and Mr. SCHENCK made un- 
■uceesafiil appeals to Mr. Smith to yield the floor, 
10 move the considatmtion, Mr. H. of the posi-office 
bill, and Mr. S. of the biU for the contimialion of 
the Cumberland road. 

Mr. SMITH proc»e3e4 to address the conwniitee. 
He remarked that he had moved that the committee 
rias, when this bill was laat under oonaideration. 
not for the porpow of Making a spceoh; nor did 
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at present intend to detain the committee with any 
protracted remarks. 

Mr. S. referred to the provisions of this bill — to the 
four degrees of graduation, running from |1 25 cents 
down to 35 cents per acre for actual settlers, after 
the land has been in market twenty years, &c., and 
said it appeared to him that the policy of graduating 
the.price of the public Umds was reasonable and 
right. He sustained the prindple of the bill, al- 
though it would produce a very considerable change 
n the policy of tne government with reference lo 
the dLspoeition of the public lands. He noticed the 
proposition introduced by Mr. Thomaison as a 
substitute for the bill, which was to give to certain 
individuals, to all persons, a certain quantity of 
land. Mr. S. was in favor of this proposition. 
Notwithstanding the gentleman was serious, as he 
had no douIR, in his proposition, Mr. S. suspected 
the quarter from whence it came. He suspected 
that It was intended as on opposition proposition to 
the bill before the Housie, ana hence he was in hope 
that it would not be introduced as a ryder, or as a 
substitute for this bill; but he did desire to see 
the principle introduced by way of amendment to 
the bill. However, it appeared to him that the 
gentleman had not well considered the subject when 
he proposed that every person who might be desti- 
tute should take lands — a certain quantity. This 
would include the black man; and he had no idea 
that the gentleman from Kentucky intended to make 
provision for those who, in the southern States, 
might see fit to let loose their slaves, that they 
should be allowed to go on to our public lands and 
taketi certain quantity. However, to the principle 
that the government should give to those destitute, 
of the public lands, he hadno objection whatever. 
He beUeved tliat the public domain belonged to the 
cultivator of the soil — to those who went forward 
into the wilderness and subdued and transformed 
the wilderness into the fniitful field. 

As he had but a few remarks to make on the sub- 
ject, and did not desire to detain the committee long, 
he would call their attention to the objections that 
had been urged against this bill by those opposed to 
it. It had been resisted on two grounds, which he 
would now proceed briefly to notice. It had been 
asserted, on the other side of the house, that the 
adoption of this measure would have the tendency 
to reduce the revenue derived from the sales of the 
public lands, and that it would operate as a reduc- 
tion of the price qf all of the public lands. Now 
he thought that these objections were wholly unten- 
able. If the people inclined to purchase public 
lands for speculation, would stand off from the pur- 
chase of the public lands until they should fall to 
any of the reductions named in the bill, there migli't 
be some force in the argument. But it was not so: 
the history of the sales of the public lands showed 
entirely a contrary result Speculators were always 
the first in the market, selecting and picking out the 
good lands, and they were always the first to make - 
purchases. So far from the objection being a sound 
one, he was satisfied that any reduction which Con- 
gress could make by the provisions of this bill 
would bring mora lands into the market, and that, 
under this system of graduation, fends would be 
sold that cannot be sold at all under the prerifent 
system. This led him to speak of his own aistrict, 
and the kind of lands there remaining unsold. He 
resided in one of the oldest land districts in Indiana, 
and there remained unsold in it half a million of 
teres that have been in the market, some of them 
twenty, .and some of them thirty years. They 
have been picked and repicked, till what was left 
was mere refuse land, which would never be pur- 
chased, either by cultivators or speculators, at the 
present prices. 

It would, indeed, be a bad speculation to purchase 
such lands, for they could neither be sold at a profit, 
nor reward with adequate returns the toil of the cul- 
tivator, yet there were many individuals who would 
gladly purchase them at a reduced price, for the 
sake of adding to the farms they already possess. 
If these lands were brought into market at prices 
proportionate to their value, they would bring 
something into the public treasury; but, as it is, 
they would not sell at all. The actual settlers and 
cultivators of the West looked upon it as exceed- 
ingly unjust that these lands should be held up by 
the government at the same prices as lands of^ the 
best quality. Such was the condition of the land 
distript in which be lived, and he apprehended that 
the same state of things existed in other States. 
He was satisfied, thererore, that the passage of the 
bill would not bare the tendency to reduce the rer- 



enues derived from the sales of the public lands. 
But the most plausible objection urged against the 
bill was, that the reduction it proposed would fare* 
speculators, who would tiJce advantage of such ra- 
dnction, and appropriate the public lands to them- 
selves. He loitedly misapprehended the character of 
the speculators of this country, if tfiey were willing 
to take hold of the refuse lands in the new States 
for the purposes of speculation. He took a specu- 
lator to be a shrewd, keen, business man, with a 
head, destitute of a heart — always ready to nnnke a 
bareain with a view to large and speedy profits. 
Such men. had money; anil if they had not, they 
knew where to get it; and their object was to 
make their investments in such way as to insure 
them ridi returns. The very idea of specnlaiion 
conveyed that irf usury, though that waa a term 
too limited to describe their operations. With such 
views, they would consequently select the beat and 
richest lands, and such as would sell the quickest, 
and make the speediest return of profits. Did gen- 
tlemen ever hear of their purchasing refuse lands; 
How was it in the Southwest? There they sought out 
the rich bottoms of alluvial soil — the btit cotton and 
sugar lands; while in the West they looked out for 
the advantages of rich lands, convenient location, 
water power, facility of transportation, &c.; but 
they never were known to take up landa that had 
been a long time in market This subject of the 
disposal of the public lands was a very old one, and 
had been discussed a long time. It was, moreover, 
one of a party character, and as such, had been 
viewed in different lights by the two great political 
parties. Mr. Clay, in one of his late letters, re- 
fers to this subject, and expresses the fear that, ss 
a consequence of the late presidential eleptxOfT, the 
public domain will be wasted and takerr«way by 
e;raduaiions and donations to actual settleis. 
He therefore apprehended that very little fcvor 
would be shown to this bill by the-, party ot 
which that gentleman is at the head. He hoped, 
however, there would be enough in the House lo 
establish the principle for which the "Weat con- 
tended — that refuse and inferior lands should not be 
held up by the government at the same price as 
those of the best quality. In his opinion, it wu 
consistent with right and justice that thev should 
be put into the market at the price they will sell for, 
and not held back from settlement and cultivation 
because they will not bring the government price. 

There was one provision in the bill which he 
would now notice, and wLich he desired to ser 
amended. That provision was, that the land^ 
might be sold at the reduced price to those who own 
adjacent tracts. Now, the amendment he wanted, 
and which he intended to propose, was, that those 
only who are settlers and cultivators sha'I be per- 
mitted to purchase, at the reduced price, the lands 
adjacent lo tliose ilkttled on and cultivated by them. 
This amendment would effectually prevent specula- 
tors from availing themselves of the benefits of this 
bill.' Mr. S., after noticing an article cojiied into 
the Intelligencer from the Louisville Joupisd, jthich 
asserted that this bill wasnot wanted for the West, 
and that it was not for the benefit of the. poor man, 
but of the- rich speculator, went on to-coMeiid that 
it was specially calculated to benefit the. poor and 
industrious cultivator, while epeculatora would in 
no' way be permitted to reap any advantages from it- 
He also contended that, as the land laws now stooJ, 
they were especially calculated for the benefit of 
speculators who, if they had the making of the laws 
themselves, could not better have legislated for their 
own profit than Congress has done for them. This 
cry of "speculators," in his opinion, came from the 
speculators themselves, whose greatest interest it was 
that the present system of disposing of tlie public 
lands should continue. He looked upon thepreaent 
land laws as a guaranty to the speciilators thatoihe 
government would hold up its lands to enable themto 
make their expected profits on their purchases. 
There was one objection made to this bill, which he 
hardly knew whetner those who made it were seri- 
ous in. There might be many who entertained thia 
objection; but he doubted whether they would go 
before the country and urge it The objection was, 
that its efl'ects would be to draw off the population 
from the old States to the new — that it would enable 
the poor destitute and laboring men of the old States 
to go to the new, and obtain comfortable homes. 
He did not think that gentlemen would go faefbre 
the oountry and use such an aiKument. Nay, he 
much doubted whether they would use such an ar- 
gument in the country, where the lords of the loom 
make their profits out of the necessities of a redua* 
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dant popuiation. Such an argument, he was Bure. 
wouM not be liatened to in the West If, however, ' 
gentlemen entertained the idea that the friends of 
^ia bill were anxious to promote emigration to the 
West, they were mistaken. In the West their 
population was abundant;' and though there were 
aoanj poor men amongst them, ^et all were bettered 
in their circumstances oy removing to it. 

He entreated the House to do uiis act of justice, 
and intimated that if this bad been done long ago, it 
■arould have been better for the country. If the 
lands bad been long since graduated, he believed the 
'^^eat would have been prosperous and happy. He 
could not believe that speculators would turn their 
money into public lands for the purpose of holding 
them until there was a demand at an advanced price 
in the market; and he contended that they should 
l>e sold at graduated prices to the farmers and labor- 
ing men wno were their actual cultivators. 

He then replied to an article which he had read 
in a recent publication, which expressed the opinion 
that die poor shrewd man would not avail himself 
of tke provisions of this bill. He said he believed 
th« poor shrewd man would purchase under the 
operation of this bill just in proportion to his means. 
He replied to other objections which had been made 
to this bill, and concluded by eamesdy entreating 
the House to pass it, and thereby do an act of jus- 
tice. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN said it was a rare thing for 
faita to attempt to gel the floor; and the cireuni' 
stances under which be had now succeeded, re- 
minded bim forcibly of the fable of the boy who 
fiUsely cried "wolf, wolf," so often that he was not 
beUeved when he told the truth. He felt a deep in- 
terest in this bill, and was desirous to express his 
▼iews upon it; and, with that intention, he had 
come daily prepared with books and documents to 
eafbrce the views he entertained, but he had not suc- 
ceeded in catching the Chairman's eyes; but to-day 
he had got the floor, but he had not brought his pa- 
pan. [Laughter^ He would, however, proceed 
without them. He came from a State which, per^ 
haps, more than any other, felt the evil eonse- 
quences of the present land system, which, how- 
eTer, one gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vikton] pre- 
iemd to any that could be sabstituted; and if he sat 
still while sueh a bil paiked throngh the Hoase, he 
should very apon lose the character which he bore, 
of being attentive to the best interests of his con- 
stituents. 

Appeals bad been made to them by gentlemen 
from the old States to proceed cautiously in this 
matter, and they had spoken of peculiar anxiety 
felt by the representatives of the old States. Now, 
be tfaoni^t that those who saw the evil efiects of 
thepi«sent system were emphatically entitled to ex- 
press their anxiety here, and to speak of the inter- 
ests and the necessities of the people residing in 
those portions of the country from which they 
came, and whom they represented. But a gentle-' 
man from Maryland had said that the public land 
was acquired by the blood of thtir revolutionary 
&then, and he wished to know what interest the 
new Slates had in this treasure, so acquired. He 
(Mr. C.) would ask that gentleman what better 
rigbt the gentleman from Maryland had to this 
trust fund, as he termed it, than he (Mr. C.) had. 
The blood of his forefathers had been shed for its 
acquisition, and not alone the blood of the fore- 
fathers of any gentleman from an old State. 

Mr. CAUSIN informed the gentleman from Ala- 
bama that his remarks had been misapprehended; 
and he made some explanation, which was inaudi- 
ble at the reporters' desk. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, after some other observations, 
went on to inquire what the )>o,icy of the griitle- 
men who were opposed to this bill was. Did they 
wish to sell the public land.' If a man desired to 
..sell a horse, he did not sny he did not desire In do 
so; otherwise, any inquiry about price and terras of 
contract would be Ureless. He did not say that the 
provisions of this bill met his entire approbation; 
iMlt on this occasion he should not go into an exam- 
ination of its details: he held that a change of the 
present system was demanded by the exigencies of 
the country, if not by the state of the treasury; and 
if gentlemen would take the trouble to ^o through 
the reports which had been made on this subject, 
they would see that necessity too. He would par- 
tieiuarly call their attention to a report made by 
iSi. Norvell, late senator from Mlchi^n, in which 
that gentleman went into a minute history of the 
land question. 
The gentleoMn from Maryland sdmitted that the 



plan of this bill was not so bad as that to which he 
had referred, which was contained in the report to 
which he had ctdled the attention of the members of 
this House; because this did not propose to give the 
land away, as that did. But he (Mr. CsArHAv) 
would ask that gentleman to examine tlie data to be 
found in that report, and he would find how much 
he had misapprehended its tenor. Much had been 
said in debates on this floor on the protective policy 
and other prominent topics; but in most of them 
gentlemen urged that an ounce of practice was 
worth a pound of theory. Free trade, moderate 
rates of duties, and other kindred measures, were 
all brought to the test of experience; but on the 
subject of a reduction of the price of the public 
lands, and a graduation thereof, whereby the lands 
would be brought down to their real value, the gen- 
tleman abandoned the test which, in other cases, uiey 
set up. Now he called upon them, on this subject, 
(o listen to those whose experience taiade them ca- 
pable to impart instruction. 

He here called the attention of the House to the 
eleventh article of the Chickasaw treaty, which was 
read by the Clerk at the honorable gentleman's request, 
to show that the system which he advocated had 
been resorted to; and he also caused to be read a 
letter from Mr. Blake, the commissioner of public 
lands, to show the beneficial effiects of the system. 
He then went on to argue that the graduated price, 
if long since established, would have been more 
profitable to this government in a financial point of 
view, than the svstem which had been pursued; for 
the graduated pnce, with compound interest thereon, 
would have been more than equal to the sum which 
had been realized. Looking at it, then, in a fiscal 
point of view, he contended that it it was the policy 
of this government to pass this bill. But the ad- 
vantages to be derived by the people were addition- 
al arguments in' its favor. In the Chickasaw coun- 
try the advantages were plain and palpable; while iq 
the State of Alabama, from which he came, in which 
the land was admittedly of excellent quality, there 
was a very large proportion of the pubUc lands 
still unsold. 

The gentleman refbrred to the land district of Tus- 
caloosa as evidence that the value of these lands, as 
estimated by the receivers and registers under the 
resolution of the Senate some years ago, was alto- 
gether Allacious; and that the actnal sales greatly 
exceeded the estimates. The reason wss obvious. 
The tract called the "Great Cane-brake," when it 
was brought into market under the impression that 
it was not healthy, and that it was liable to be over- 
flowed, was not taken; but since it had been found 
.both heidthy and most fertile, and had been taken. 

Mr. C. would call the attention of gentlemen 
back to first principles. For what object had these 
lands been conveyed by the old Steles — by his moth- 
er State, Virginia, parucularly? They had been Iran a- 
ferred, accoraing to the deed of cession, "to be dis- 
posed of for settlement." He agreed with the gen- 
teman from Maryland [Mr. Causin] that there was 
a trust; but were there no other parties to this cov- 
enant but the government? For what consideration 
did the new States agree to forbear taxing the 
public lands? In all contracts there was a 
consideration for tlie values transferred. What was 
the considera:ion? He was not disposed to threaten, 
but he would tell the gentleman from Maryland, and 
othergentlemen, that they had not seen tlie extent, 
tlie ultimatum of the consequences to wliich this 
system would lead. If persisted in, it would extend 
the jurisdiction of this ffovernment over two-thirds 
of his State, (Alabama,) and there would be a cor- 
responding system adopted tliere. He did not <ay 
that they would take the public lands; but when an 
evil became so momi-ntons as to call for action — for 
remediol action on the part of the oppressrU — we 
might look for such action. Already had it been 
discussed in their legislature, if the general govern- 
ment persisted in holding on with an iron hand upon 
the public Jands, whether they could not tax them; 
whether those lands, which were sold some years 
since, and then been relinquished by purchasers in 
payment for other lands, did not come without that 
provision which restricted the Sutes from taxing the 
public lands within their bordcis. If they had a 
right to bold the land above the prices at which it 
woidd sell, they had a right still to increase it, and 
say they woulil adopt the policy not to sell at all. If 
he was right, the quantity of public lands unsold 
in Alabama, was twenty millions of acres; 
which gentlemen coming from the indebted Slates, 
as he did, would feel to be no inconsiderable sum, 
when they saw that it unounied to {800,000 per 



year which Alabama paid for widiholding the exer- 
cise of that right — a primary right of all sover- 
eigns— to tax the property withfii their tetxitonr. 
Although his Sute had long borne this evil, it bad 
become too important to be overiooked. They 
were immensely in debt; they bad been accused of 
repudiating their debt And while on this subject, 
he wished to notice an article that appeared in the 
Intelligencer of the 27th of August, 1844. He sent 
to the Clerk, bv whom it was read, the article refer- 
red to, in which, among other things, it vraa said 
"the Texas flag waves over Alabama in triumph. 
Unable to pay their own debt, they go for aasuimng 
an immense foreign debt," dtc. He had felt it due 
to himself and to his State to notice this imputation 
upon her. He should not hare expected that the 
Intelligencer, without'a knowledge of the fhet, 
would have come out, and sent out, not only tqthia 
country, but to other countries where it was circu- 
lated, the slander that Alabama had repudiated 
her debts. He voold leave l« the editors of 
that paper to remedy the evA| they had in- 
flicted upon the credit of that State— God knew 
to What extent — by this article and by other 
articles which he might not have seen; to return 
some measure of justice to that Stete by publishing 
an extract from the message of the Mvsmor to the 
late session of the legislature. Mr. C: caused to be 
read the extract refemd to, (which we have not in 
our possession.) He left it to the committee wheth- 
er there could be any sentiment more commendable 
to a Slate which had thus far maintained her fiddl, 
even by the sacrifice of the interests of her people 
by bunlensome taxation. He would also renr the 
editors of thatpaper to the resolutions of the legis- 
lature of that Stete rei^nsive to the resolutions of 
the legislature of Connecticut and Massachusette, 
accordant to the sentimente expressed by her gov- 
ernor, that those who hesitated to pay the just debts 
of their government were as liable to the charge of 
want of patriotism as those who, in their country's 
extremiur, hesitated to take up arms in her defence. 
Mr. C. apologized for diis seeming digieadon 
fVom the subject under consideration, but remarked 
that it was, in reality, (Nreetly pertioent thereto, in- 
asmuch as their withholding their pasrer of taxation 
of the lands rendered thmi less abls to discharge 
their obHgationa of iadebtedness.- Bis friend before 
him [MV. Tmohas Smitb] had so completely answer- 
ed the objections to the bid of thegentlemannrom Ver- 
mont [Mr.CoLLAi«t]andfW>mOhio, [Mr. ynrrONj 
that Mr. C. deemed it unnecessary to refer to thmn. 
The argnmente used against thiabill were cutthroat 
arguments; while on one side it' was said it would 
encourage speculations, on the other it was said it 
would prevent further sales for the present, or until 
the reonisite time for the proposed reduction of pice 
hsd taken place. He lefl it fortheopponenteorthis 
bill to reconcile these conflicting' views. Mr. C. 
concluded, in opposition to Mr. Collahcb, that this 
system would benefit the poor man, and he men- 
tioned, as an argument for Om bill, that it would pre- 
vent the loss to the country of an untold amount of 
productive industry which now took place among 
the squatters on the public lands, who barely ex- 
erted themselves to raise therefrom sufSdent for 
their subsistence — the remainder of their time being 
unemployed, as they had no inducements to make 
improvemente to conduce ultimately to the benefit of 
speculators who might take those lands. He 
urged that ifthe price of the public lands had been 
ri^t in former years of inflated paper currency, 
and of excessive prosperity, with the reduction 
of prices of cotton and other articles it ought 
clearly to be reduced at present. The manu- 
facuireis of tlw North — whose representetives were 
genenilly opposed to ihi^ bill^^i:ght to be satisfied 
with makiiig tliem pnv to them bounties, in the 
sho^ie of duties, nf 40, SO, 100, or 900 |)er cent, on 
the neresnaries of life, without also insisting upon 
the increase of the price of their lands. 

Mr C. referred to the remarks of Mr. Caumw, 
who, he suid, Itod thrown out a new idea that it was 
the policy of the old Stales to keep up the prices of 
the pulilii' lands, lest tlieir inhabitants shoatd all run 
away. Was this the condition on which the Stales 
had ceded their lands to the general government? 
Hsd it not been expressly for the purpose of having 
the territory settled and brought into the Onion? 

Mr. CAUSIN (Mr. C. yielding the floor) ex- 
plained that the gentleman from Alabama had fallen 
into an error wRh reference to the position he had 
taken. He had not said, as an a^nment against 
this bill, that it would make the inhabitants run 
U from the old into the new States; hs wss aot <^ 
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poMd to • proper •micmion; byt he had nid that 
It would grre an wa£» atimttlua to emimtion, 
Miditf twnefiliag lh« States front which toe indi- 
Ttitials went, nor tkeindiTiduols themaelres. 

Mr. CHAPBIAM continued. The genUe- 
man from Blaryhnd [Mr. Causin] told them 
of kow Buck had be«n done for the West. 
Now, in the name of Heavw. he wanted to know 
what had been done for it He wanted to know 
Imw mueh of the forty millions annually collected 
nader the pNMOt unjnat and oppresuTe tariff, went 
to hi* State. Ha cam* from the bannerState, (Ala- 
bama,) wbieh had given the iaxfttL democratic mar 
joiitjr in ftror of the democnuo candidate for the 
presideiicv; and from the banner district in that 
Slate, which had also pren the kigest democratic 
najofity in the Stats. 

. Mr. WENTWORTH here inteirupted Mr. C. 
to ooBtsst the gentleman's right to the banner, as he 
huiMlelf claimed not only to come from the banner 
Slate and banner district, but abo from the banner 
eoonty and banner city. 

Mr. CHAPMAN preoeeded, end said he wouldnot 
BOW contest that point with his friend from Illinois. 
Ha wouM add that in his State large quantities of 
ptdilic lands ismained unsold t^an in any other, 
and the pRniaions <^ this biU were therefore mote 
aasded Inete than anywhere elae. In illustration of 
the remade of the gmtleman ft«m Maryland, and 
for the purpose of makinK a comparison between 
the benefite received ftoa the government by Maty- 
land and Alabama, he woula state that Maryland 
Kal 393 of the offloes of the federal government 
taoM than ah* was antitled te; while Alabama bad 
180 IsM. He wotUd further stete that Alabama had 
not now a single oiBcer at the seat of government, 
and that ah* stood in the enviable conmtion of not 
only having refused to touch a dollar of the distri- 
bution flind of 1841, but of not having expended 
within her limite any of the fifty millions collected 
by th* tariff. Notwithstanding these facte, his Stete 
had been fidsdr charged with repudiation, and with 
having violated her plighted Atith. He was proud 
of costing from a State whose escuteheon was un- 
taniahad; and ha truated that it ever would be, both 
in har |mUie fidth and in h«r disposition to main- 
tainit. 

Mr. MebeWELL then withdrew his ameod- 
msBt, whan 

Mr. S. CAREY ofoed the following as a substi- 
tott for the bill: 

"AH of the ludJ of die iniaad SMu whkh iluU hare been 
*at4cet t» entry ten jnn, sad oader twsaty yean, piior to 
the tiae sa application may be made to entac the lame 
tiiMter the piovUioiu of tU« act, fand itUI .ramaining an- 
seld, nay DeenleiedteraetUeroentand enlliratlon at the 
ytico of oaa dollar per acre Ibrany qnaiiUty not exceeding 
oaa hondred and sixty acrea. 

■■And all of Uie land* of Uie United Slatei which ihall have 
been inbJeet to entry twenty yean, and nnde* thirty year>, 
priorto an tine an amiUeauon nwy be made to enter the 
aeaw oader tlte pnTiiiiMM of tliia aol, and itill remaining 
OMOld, Bay be entered for nitlanent and eoltiration at the 
price Maevenly-tve cents per acre for any quantity not ex- 
ceeding one hundred and lixty acm. 

"And all of the laadi of the United INate* which ahall bare 
bean rabjaet to eatoy for thirty yean and npwardi, prior to 
Ik* liine aa appUeation may be made to enter the lame 
nader the ptOTUioM ofthit act, and ttill remaining UMold, 
may be entered for •cttlemem and cnlUntion at Uie p-ice 
•fMyoeBlaperaere.for any qoantity not exceedlicone 
haadred aad lixty aena. 

"fnvUii, That none of the nroriiionsof thl< act (hall 
' V'Zi' *"' of the land! of the United Statet within any of 
tae IVrritoriea. 

">cc. 1 .ami t* U/mtltr tm t tttd . That the penon making 
entry or appUeatiea for ealiy under the proTieions ofthia 
act, and at either of the prleee deiignated therein, ahall Ant 
make an afldavit before the regiiier or receiver of the prop- 
er land olBoe where the entry le prapoied to be made, tliat 
the aaid appUoaat eaten and propoaea to enter the uune 
forhiiowa nae and benett, for seitlement and cultivation 
by aad for him or henelf^ and that the lald applioant ha« 
made no entry under the proviaiona of this act, or no entry 
ia ponuaaee thereof, vhioh, togetiier with the additional 
aaby than proposed to be made, will make the whole quan- 
tity so entered and proposed to be entered exceed one hun- 
dred aad sixty acre*; and all entries at either of the prices 
deebrnated by this act, oontraiy to the true intent and mean- 
ing {hereof, are hereby decland to be null aad void; pro- 
vided, that this act ahall not appljr to the alternate ssctions 
af lead reserred or which any be reserred by the United 



within any of the States. 
"Sec. (. .*u U U fmrtlur intcttd, That patents shall not 
iaaae for land ealared nndsr the pririsions of this act un- 
til Ika axpintionaf three yeara after aaid entry; and at the 
time asoUcatfoa may be made for a patent, the purchaser 
vader this act, before he shaU be entiUed to the same, shall 
Irst prove, bv dlstotereited witnesses, u the saUsf^Uon of 
Ihs eommiadoner of the gaaaral land offloe that said pnr- 
chaaar baa rsalded upon aad cultivated said land, so en- 
tered, for throe consecutive yean preoading his application 
for a patant; and (11 aaaignments in trust, or otherwise, all 
aaloa, conToyaaoe*, and tranal^ra, by any of said pnrehas- 
a*r«l*f any said laada. before a patent ahall have issued 
f>rter iSBM, shall be abselntoly noil and void; and in th* 



erent of the death of anv of said ptirchaften prior to the ^ 
issaancn of a patent in their behalf, ail of the rights and 
privileges under the provisions of this act to which he or 
she was entitled, Bhsil accrue and belong to his or her 
hein, to enable them to perfect the title to said land and 
obtain a patent therefor." 

On motion by Mr. S. CAREY, the committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the amendment of 
Mr. Casev beprinted; which waa agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON offered a resolution to terminate 
debate in Committee of the Whole on Friday at 3 
o'clock; when 

The House adjourned. 

CoBRECTioH In oiv leport of the prpceediitfs 

of the House on Tuesday, it was stated that the 
Committee on Commerce had reported unfavorably 
on the bill to authorize the purchase of the residue 
of the stock held by individuals in the Louisville 
and Portland canal; but the report ought to have 
gone on further to stete that the bill was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. TiBBATTS, referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 



POUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaniAT, January 3, 1846. 
The minntes of yesterday were read and approved. 
ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. ' 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL moved that the rulea be 
suspended, that the House might resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the atete of the Union 
for the purpose of taking up the Texas question. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the first buainess 
in order was the resolution of the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Houston,] submitted yesterday be- 
fore the adjournment, to fix the time for the termi- 
nation of the debate in Committee of the Whole on 
the stete of the Union, on the bill to reduce and grad- 
uate the price of the public lands in faVor of settlers 
and cultivators. 

Mr. HOUSTON said there appeared to be sotne 
opposition to that resolution, and therefore he 
would withdraw it at the present time. 
' The SPEAKER then announced the question on 
the suspension of the rules. 

Mr. ELMEIR expressed the hope that it would 
not interfere with the morning hour. 

Mr. VANCE inquired if this was not private bill 
day. 

The SPEAKER explained. The buainess first 
in order waa the unfinished business of yesterday 
growing out of the rep^ of the report of toe gentle- 
man from New Hampshire, [Mr. BcKxs,] on the 
sffiiirs of Rhode Islmid; nexttihe call on committees 
for reports for one hour, and ai^erwards private 
bills; but a motion to suspend the rules took pre> 
cedence. 

Mr. ROGERS called for the veas and navaon 
the question of suspension, and they wege onlered, 
and resulted thus — yeas 107, nays 63 — as follows: 

YEAS— Mesin. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, James A. Black, Black- 
well. Bowlin, Bro^head, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Canienter, 
Shepherd Cary, Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Clin- 
ton, Cobb. Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, Richard D. Dans, 
John W. Davis, Dean, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunlap, Elmer, Ficklin, Foster, French, fuller, Hannibal 
Hamlin, Haralson, Hays, Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hub- 
ard, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave John- 
son, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, 
Riikpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin. Lyon, 
McCauslen, McClelland, MoClemand, McConnell, Mc- 
Dowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Newton, Norris, 
Owen, Psrmenter, Peyton, E. D. Potter, Pratt, Pnrdy, Rath 
bun, David 8. Reid, Keding, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Robin, 
son, Russell, 8t John, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. 
Seymour, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steearod, 
Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P, 
Stone, Strong, Taylor. Thompson, Tibbetts, Tucker, 
Weller, 'Wentworth Wheaton, Beqjamin White, Williams, 
Woodward, and Yost— 107. 

NAYS — Messn. Abbot. Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
nard, Brengle, Bufflngton, Carroll, Catlin. Clinch, CoUa- 
mer, Cranston, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, 
Dickey, Fish, Florence, Foot, Oiddings, Ooggin, Orinnell, 
Orider, Edward S. Hamlin, Harper, Hudson, Hungerford, 
James B. Hunt, Joseph R. IngersoU, Jenks, PeRey B. 
Johnson, Daniel F. King, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Edward J. 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Pattenon, Pollock, 
Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Rock- 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Sever- 
ance, Albert Smith, ( aieb B. Smith, Stephens, Summon, 
Thomasson, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, 
John White, and Winthrop— 63. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. HoFEnra 
in the chair. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL moved that the commit- 



tee'tak* up the joint resolutions for annexing Tex'a 
to the United Stetes, which he some time since re 
ported from the Committee on Foreign Affainj. 

The CHAIRMAN steted that it would b« nec^ 
sary first to lay aside the bill which waa before th 
committee when it last rose — the bill to reduce aii< 
graduate the price of the public lands — and whicl 
consequently nad precedence. 

Mr. C. J. INaERSOLL moved to lay aside the 
bill. 

Mr. SHEPARD CARY inquired if he was no 
entitled to the floor on that subject, and if any othc 
gentleman could obtain the floor for the parpose n 
making such a motion as that now submitted by th 
gentleman from Pennsrlvania without the sunende 
of the floor by him (Mr. Cast.) 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the committe 
might select ite own buainess. 

The question was then taken on postponing thi 
further consideration of the land bill; and it va 
agreed to. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL then moved to take u| 
the Texas joint resolutions which he had designated 
and the motion was agraed to. 

The joint resolution was read at length by tb< 
Clerk as follows: 

"JOINT RESOLUTION for annexing Texas to the Ui>ite< 
State*. 

"Renhtd ty tht SmtU end Homiifif Rtprttrmtatites ef rV 
Unilri Stalei cf Jlmn ica in Congral nutmhlii. That as 
nexation and union between the said United States aad tlu 
republic ofTexas take eA'ect as settled the twelfth of Apri 
last,te the following words, vix: 

"AarioLE 1. The republic of Texas, acting in conformili 
with the wishes of the people and government, ced« 
to the United States all the territories of Texas, to U 
held by them te full property and sovereignty, and to bi 
annexed to the said United States as one of their Territorict 
subject to the same constitulional provisions with theii 
other Territories. This cesnion including all public lots au 
squarea, vacant lands, mines, minenu, salt lakea ax 
springs, public sdilices, fortifications, barracks, ports an: 
harbon, navy and navy ' yards, docks, magazines, anni 
armaments, and accoutrements, archives and public doCQ 
menta, public funds, debts, taxes and dues unpaid at the tiuH 
of annexation. 

"AaricLi 11. The citizens of Texas shall be incorpontrj 
teto the Union of the United Stetes. maintained and protect 
ed in the free anjoyroept of their liberty and propeny, a&J 
admitted, as soon as mSy be consistent with the principlM 
of the fodeial constitution, to the enjoyment of all the righu, 
privileges, and immunities, of citizens of th« United Statei. 

"AsTicLC HI. All titles and claims to real estate, va^ 
under the laws of Texas, shall be held so by the Unitrd 
States, and measures adopted for the speedy adjudicatien 
of all uusetlled claima to land, and patents shall be gianftd 
to thoso found valid. 

"AaricLz ir. The pnhlie land hereby ceded shall t* 
subject to the laws regulating the public lands in the other 
Territories of the United Stetes, as far as they may be a;- 
pUcable; subject, however, to such alterations and changw 
as Congress may from time to time think proper to masc 
If, in consequence of the mode in which lands have brfn 
surveyed in Texas, or from previous graala or location!, 
the suteenth section cannot be applied to the poipoae a 
education, Congreaa ahall make ninal proviston by gnni 
of land elsewhere. And it is also further nndentood that 
hereafter, the books, papers, and documents of the Genera] 
Land Office of Texas shall be deposited and kept at larh 
place in Texas as the Congress of the United Stetaa sha^ 
direct 

"Akticlc V. The United States assume and agree toptj 
the public debts and liabilities of Texas, however erf steJ, 
for which the Uth or credit of her govemnient ira; b* 
bound at the time of annexatieni said debts and liabiliua 
estimated not to exceed, u the whole, ten millions of dol- 
lars, to be ascertained and paid in th* manner hereinailtr 
slated: 

'■The payment of the lum of three hundrmi and fifty tbcs- 
sand dollan shsll be made at the treasury of the I niitd 
States, within ninety days aAer annexation, as follows: Two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollan to Frederick Dawson of 
Baltimore, or bis executors, on the delivery of that amount 
of ten per cent bonds of Texas; one hundred thousand *>l- 
lan, if so much be required, in the redemption of the ex- 
chequer bills which may t>« in circulation at the tioic w 
annexation. >'or the payment of the remainder of tb< debts 
and liabilities of Texas, which, together with the smonot 
already specified, shall not exceed ten mlUiona of dellait, 
the public lands herein ceded, and the net revenue fioni tbs 
same, are hereby pledged. 

"AsTicLF Yi. In order to ascertain the full amount of tbs 
debts and liabilities herein assumed, and the legality<«Bd 
validity thereof, four comrolssionen shall be appointed by 
the President of the United States, bv and with the adTics 
and consent of the Senate, who shall meet at Washiogtos, 
Texas, within the period of six months aAer annexSUos. "^ 
may continue in session not exceeding twelve mSnUis, na< 
less the Congress of the United Statea shooU pt^ 
long the time. They shaU take an oath for the Ulb- 
ful discharge lof their duties, and that they are not direct 
ly or iudirectfy Interested in said claims at the time, sm 
will not be oaring their continuance in office-, and is* 
aaid oath shall be recorded with their proceedings- l> 
case of the death, sickness, or rosignation of any of Ute con 
mlsslonen, his or their place or places may be snpplird by 
the appotetment as aforesaid, or by the President of Ite 
United States during the recess of the Smmte. They, or s 
majority of them, shall be authorized, under each nr>» 
tions as the Congreas of the United Statea may prescribe, i* 
hear, examtee, and decide on all questions toucbing the » 
gality and validity of aaid claims, and shall, when a dsia « 
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altowed, iHue a e«itlflc*t* to (k» nhlmtnt, ■tating tks >■ 
amount, diitinEoithiiig prineipal from intereat. The certiS- 
caces io iuuea tball t>e numbered, and entry made of the 
Bamber, the name of the person to whom isined, and the 
amount, in a book to be kept for that pnrpOM. Tkej 
■hall tTanemit the record! of their proceediagi and 
tfie book in which the certificate* are entered, with 
the Toachen and documents produced before them, 
nrlative to the ciaimi allowed or rejected, to the 
Treasary Department of the United States, to be deposited 
theraia; and the Secretary' of the Treasnry tball, as soon as 
prac ticabla after the receipt of the same, ascertain the axgre* 
gate amount of the debts and liabilities allowed; and if the 
same, when added to the amount to be paid to Frederick 
Dawson, and the sum which max ^ P*><' "^ "x redemption 
of the ezcbequer bills, shall not exceed the eatimatMl sum 
of tan millions of dollars, be shall, on the presentation of a 
certificate of the commissioners, issue, at the option of the 
holder, a new eertillcato for the amount, diSttsgnishinE 
principal from interest, and parable to Um or order, out of 
the net proceeds of the pnblM- lands harebT ceded, or stock 
of the united States, tor the amount allowed, inohiding 
principal and interest, and bearing an Interest of three per 
cent, per annum from the date thereof; which stock, In ad- 
dition to being made payable ont of the net proceeds of the 
pablio lands hereby eeoed, shall also be raeelTahla in pay- 
ment for the same. In case the amount of the debts and 
liabilities allowed, with the sums aforesaid to be paid to 



Frederick Dawson, and wMoh may be paid la the redemp- 
tion of the exchequer bills, shall exceed tha sua of tan mil- 
liooa of dollar*, the said secretary, before issuing a new cer- 
tificate, or stock, as the case may be, shall make in each 
case such proportionable and ratable deduction on its 
amoaat aa to reduce the aggregate to tha said sum of ton 
millions of dollars; and he shul have power to make all 
needful rules and regulations necessary to cany into elTect 
the powers hereby vested in him. 

"AnTicLE Tii. Until further provision shall be made, the 
laws of Texas, as now sxistiiw, shall remain in force; and 
all exeeatire and Judicial oBcers of Texas, except the 
President, Vice President, and heads of departments, shall 
retain their ottces, with all power and authority appertain- 
ing thereto; and the courts of Justice shall rexiain in all 
icspecU as now established and organiaed. 

"AmxiOLC nil. ImmedlaMly after annexatloa, Um Prasi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, shall appoint a commiuioner, who shall 
proceed to Texas and receive the transfer ol the territory 
thereof, aad all the archives and publio property, and 
other things herein conveyed, in the name of the United 
States. He shall exercise aU executive authotitv in said 
tenitorr necessary to tha proper execntion of the laws, 
until otherwise provided. 

"Raoktd, That the said article* are hanby decIaraJto be 
the Amdamantal law of union between the said United 
State* and Texas, so soon as the supreme authorities of the 
said repablic of Texas shall agree to the same. And it shall 
be the dutv of the President of the United State*, to toon 
aa be shall be offleially notified of tooh agreement on the 
part of Texas, to announce the same by proclamation. 

"Rttolved.furtker, by Ihc aiMoriy afirutui. That it is UB- 
dentood and intended that whatever was stipniated to be 
done immediately, or at a fixed period after the exchange 
of said eompect, sfatail be done immediately, or in a like pe- 
riod after the supreme anthorities of Texas shall have Ibr- 
mally agreed to these retotntions." 

Mr- C. J. INGERSOLL roce and addresaed the 
Cfaairmao. But before proceeding with his re- 
mark*, 

Mr. WELLER appealed to him to yield the floor, 
iimpl/ to move an amendment. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I have no objection, if it 
doea not deprive me of my right to the floor. 
Mr. WELLER. Undoubtedly it will nou 
The CHAIRMAN having aignified his aaaent to 
the aome, 

Mr. WELLER moved to amend the resolution, 
by striking oat all after the enacting clause, and in- 
serting the resolutions he had had the honor aome 
days since to introduce. His object was, he aeid, 
to make the propoailion more acceptable to the 
House than the form presented by the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, although he 
. did not say (he was so nnderstood to remark) 
that he would not vote for the reaolutitm of the com- 
mittee, in case it should receive the preference of the 
House. 

Mr. INOERSOLL. Does the gentleman desire 
die reading of bis reaolntiona? 

Mr. WELLER. No; it is the same bill pre- 
sented by myself a few days since. 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Wbllek, by substituting therefor th« 
resolutions which he had had the honor to introduce 
rfew days ainee. 

The resolutions of Mr. Deveutts are in the UA- 
owing words: 

"Joint lesolntlons for the reaaaexsUon ef Texas to the Uni- 
ted State*, In conformity with the treaty of eighteen bun- 
died tod three, lor the pureheae of Lovialana. 
"Whereas, by the provisions of the treaty of elgbtaen hun- 
dred and three, between the United SUtes and tYanee, com- 
aiooly called the Louisiana treaty, all that country known 
u Texas was ceded and conveyed to the United SUtes; and 
whereas it was stipulated in the said treaty that the inhabi- 
tants of the ceded territory should be Incorporated into the 
union of the United Stotes, and admitted as soon as paisible, 
acoosUng to the Brindple* of the fodeial eogstitatlOB, to the 
eaiayment of airthe rbbU, advantagea, and Immnnttles of 
ciuieasof the United States, and hi the mean ttane should 
be protected in the (ree anjoymeat ef their liberty, proper- 



ty, and the religion which they professed; and whereat the 

firnsent inhabitants of Texas, Iwing the rightful owners 
hereof, have vignificd their willingnest and desire to be re- 
annexed to the United State* and incorporated Into the 
Union, according to the priaciple* of tha federal conttitg- 
tton and the atipulationt of the lald treaty: therefore— 

^*-B« il re»»ieed by Ike Stnctr and House ofJRtprettrUatwtt tf 
tkt Unitti SMn »f Jlmerica in Csngrest autmblti. That, 
from and after the pataing of these resolntions, and the con- 
currence of the supreme anthorities of Texas therein, the 
country known as Texas be, and the >ame is hereby, 
reannexed to and made a portion of the territory of the United 
States; and the inhabitants of the said territory of Texas 
shall be incorporated into the union of the Unitad States, • 
and admitted as soon aa possible, acoording to the principles 
of the federal constitution, to the enjoyment of all the 
rights, advantages, and immunities of^ citiiens of the 
United States: and in the mean time they shall be protected 
in the firee enjoyment tt their liberty, property , and the re- 
ligion which they profess. 

••i. jind bt it fnrthtr rtthtd. That the country hereby 
raannexed shall be known as the Territory of Texas; and 
until further provision shaU be made, the existing laws of 
Texas, not inconsistent with these resolutions, shall remain 
in foroe; and all executive and judicial officers of Texas 
shall retain their ofiloes, subject to the authority of the Uni- 
ted Stotes, with all (be power and authority appertaining 
thereto, not Inconsistent with, and necessary to carry Into < 
execution the ohiects and purposes of these resolutions ; and 
the oonrto of Justioe shall remain as at preteut attablithed 
and organized. 

"*. And bt Ufvrthtr Ttulnd, That all tlllei to real estate, 
vaUd underthe existing laws or Texas, shall be deemed and 
held valid by lbs Unit^ Slate*. 

"i. -ind be ilfvrtkir rttolctd, That the publio lands In the 
said Territory of Texas, bs, and the same are hereby, 
pledged for the payment of the debts for which the faith of 
Texaa stands pledged, supposed not to exceed ten mlUIona 
of dollan: and In addition to the public lands hereby 
pledged, all the net revenue derived from customs and du- 
ties Imposed on the hnpoKation of foreign merebandise, and 
collected within *he Umita of the said Territory of Texas, 
after dednctfaig a sum snllicient to defray the expense* In- 
clined tar the United Statea fortbesupportofthesaidTerri- 
tory of Texas, shall be applied to the payment of the said 
debta of Texas, until the same shall be extinguished; and af- 
ter the extii^pilsbment of said debta, the residue of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale* of said lands, and the said customs and 
duties, shall go into the treasury of the United States. 

'■b.,and bt il furlkerjruuhtd. That the amount and|validlty 
of said debts shall be ascertained, and the said lands dis- 
posed of, and the proceeds thereof, and the said duties and 
customs applied to their payment In such manner aa the 
Congress of the United States shall direct 

"6. And bi Ufurtbtr ratlted. That tha torTitory and prop- 
erty hereby annexed and ceded to the United States, shall 
be eonstmed to embrace all public lota and squares, vacant 
lands, mines, minerals, salt lakes and springs, public edifices, 
fortifications, barracks, ports, and harbors; navy and navy- 
yards; docks, magazines, arms, annaments, and accoutre- 
ments; archives and publio documents; public Ainds, debta, 
tanas, and due*, nnpud at the time of annexation. 

"7. i^ful bt Ufurtktrrtnltid, That it shall be the dutv of 
the Congress ofthe United SUtes, in disposing of the pottUe 
lands, to appropriate the sixteenth section of every towit- 
shjptothe puiiiosesof education; and when thestmecan- 
not be so applied in consequence of prevloo* giants, or 
bdier causes, oqual provision shall be made by grant of 
cBid elsewhere in the said territory. 

"8. And beii/urthtr rmhti, Tnat nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to afl'ect or In any way Interfere 
with the sixth section of the act approved the sixth ef 
March, eighteen hundred and twenty, admitting the State 
of Missouri into the Union, and commonly called the Mis- 
souri compromise, that act having passed and approved 
prier to the ratification of the treaty commonly called the 
Florida treaty, bv whioh Texaa was ceded to Spain. 

"9. Jtni bt ufiirtktT rtulxtd. That if any disputes shall 
arise with any foreign power respecting Ihe western bound- 
ary oi Texas, the President of the ITnited States Is ihereby 
nqnested to open negotiations for the adjustment of the 
same upon just and honorable terms, so soon as those reso- 
lutions shall be concurred in hy the supreme anthorities of 
Texas. 

"W. And bt UJurtbtr rtsthtd. That these resolutions are 
hereby declared to be the flindamental law of onion be- 
tween the United States and Texas ■* soon as the supreme 
antboritia* of Texas shall agree to the same ; aad It shall be 
the duty ofthe President orthe United States, so soon as be 
shall be ofllcially notified of such agreement on the part of 
Texas, to announce tbs sanM by proclsnistion.'' 

Th* question then being onnottneed on tke amend- 
ment to the amendment- 
Mr. WINTHROP rose to a point of order. 
There was a rule of the House declaring that "No 
bill or resolution shall, at any time, be amended by 
annexing thereto, or incorporating therewith, any 
other bUI or resoloUon pending before the House." 
If h* imderstood correctly these propositions of 
amendment now moved by the gentlemen, were the 
identical propoaitions which had been presented by 
the gentlemen raspectively, and were now before 
the committee in separate and diatinct forme. 

Mr. WELLER lemarked that this difficulty was 
obviated, as the chairman would discover, bv chang- 
ing the phraseology of the resolntions as M been 
done in both eases of amendment. It bad Men de- 



cided by every chairman for years past, that a slight 
change of phraseology took the matter out ofthe 
nde refiared to by the gentlonan from Masaochu- 
sMts. In this CMC there had been an important 
change, 
lite CHAUlMAIf orsnitlad the point of or4er. 



Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he supposed it was 
expected that he should prsfoce Ibis measure bjr 
some introductory views of it; bat he did not 
intend much more than mere statonent — nasrring 
aigument till objectiona made ft necessary. He 
should not, therefore, imdertake to defend or vindi- 
cato the restoration of Texas to the United States, 
but simply explain what he believed to be the pres- 
ent position of that important measure. It has oeen 
abundantly discussed every where except in this 
House of Representatives. At popular meeting, 
by the American PRSs, in ssTsral or the Stale kgn- 
laturea, in the published proceedings of the Senate 
ofthe United States, in varioos executive oommalii- 
cations to both branches of Coogrsss, by aevenl in- 
dividual contributions to general lafonnatioii — in 
^ort, every where, every how conaidered, and uni- 
versal sentimsnt ascertained, exeept in this hall, 
where imtoward preventions have till new fnistratsd 
deliberation on it; even in European newspapers 
more than in this House, where it now fiiat appeal*. 
Desirous of keeping so great a national consummap 
tion dear of party inioences, Mr. I. would not, in 
addition, Touch the late presidential election, preg- 
nant as it was of popular wiQ on this subject, as 
well whig as democratle, Airther than to say, in his 
ewn justi£eation, that, without a word of argument, 
he had, at every meetmc; in his district dunng the 
canvass, said if elected he ahonld deem himself 
instructed to vote for the immediato reannexation of 
Texas. For, said Mr. L, this is no recent opinion with 
me. I did not wait tiU presidents and secretaries, 
actual or past, recomiaended ibereooTery ofdiat 
natural and indispensable part of theUoitea States, 
as enlarged by the acquisition of Louisiana; but for 
many years have been the constant and unhesitating 
advocate of getting back Texas. When w« reflect 
on what public sentiment was onir one yeari^, 
and is now, it is aa pleasing as sarprlsin| to percehe 
how it has gruwn on this subject. Without m** 
emment support, this progress is strong prow of 
popular wOL When Congsaae came tegether last 
year. Texas was little known in the grtUer part ct 
the United Slates, and less liked. Most pet^ 
were ignorant ofthe localities, the advantages, flie 
rights, and the realities of that fine region. A vote 
on it then would have been largely nagati^ 
There was little pubHe attention but what was elicit- 
ed by die manifesto of some members of Coogiasa 
warning the country against aniNacatkm as the 
mother of disunion and of 8laTery>-;tviB cri a mh l wi 
earnestly diprecated as iu e»pring. Whereas 
I venture to assert that the jjenoal dispoaition for 
Louisiana, whidh tironght it ioto the Union with- 
out a clause in the constitution, was by no means 
so preponderant when that territory was acquired, 
either in 1803 or 1813, as the inclination is for Tex- 
as now. I go further, and assert that the war of 
1813 was waged for nearly Uiree years to a saceeas- 
ful end by much less of a niMority of the Amer- 
ican people than now approve the recovery of tfotr 
as. A much greater ana more formidable minority 
opposed that war than now repudiate Texas. 
I mean nothing invidous by these statements, but 
aver them as facte full of meaning. 

If, then, we represent an Amencan Union govern- 
ed by the will of^the people, it is oar rq^reewitaiive 
duty to bring back Texas into it, if we can. This 
is the duty of Congress^ in both brsnches; and the 
numerous profiers m this House, of pUns, not very 
different in their postulates, prore that manv covet 
the honor of being the advocates ofTexas. Indeed, 
except unfounded a]^neheosions of the spread of 
domestic slavery, there is hardly a great question of 
public policy on which the Amencan will i* mora 

'•'"'••'• .... ,1 

Such being the ease, I shall, as a smeere well- 
wisher of the msasuie, strive to conciliate baimo- 
nious action on it, by voting for any and every rea- 
aonable plan for ite acoomplishnient Tenacious of 
no one— amUtioua of no selfish or peculiar honor 
in the movement— the earliest recovery of Texas 
will be my study, and every feaaible arrangement of 
it command my vote. As it is a contract or baigua 
with another country, it aeesM to me that an ar- 
rangement, carefully digested, with the agents of 
that country, authoriiea sd tae, muat be the best 
mode, if not the only one. But if any gentleman 
con show that it may be as well dime without 
regard to the terroa and eonditiona of the trea- 
ty, that gentleman's plan shall have my vot^ 
should the terms of Ihe treaty be deemed 
too obnoxious for adopttoa. As it is an- 
nexation to and at the South I think lbs wiriies 
of tlie Soutb enUOed (o b« most consulted; just as 
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thow of Maim and Masaachuaetts wore conaulted 
sn the late aettjement of the northeaatern boundary. 
Still, like that of Maine, the Texas queation is na- 
tional; and national conaiderationa ahould preraQ in 
the latter aa they did in the fonner, when the Union, 
south, and veit, and central, sustained the north- 
east in its plan of settlement. It is undeniable, how- 
ever, that aouthem interests, southern firontiera, 
southern institutions — I mean slavery and all — are to 
be primarily rvarded in settling the restoration of 
Texas. It Ma Texas question and a southern ques- 
tion. If southern Secretaries of State — one of wnom 
originated, and another is striving to consummate, 
the affair — betray southern partiaUties which many 
of us may deem not quite national, that is no reason 
why a great national measure should not be effected 
on great national considerations. So, if our minis- 
ter to Mexico discuss the matter with the Mexican 
authorities in a tone or temper which we may not 
Improve, that is no sufficient reasons why the affair 
itself should be frustrated. We must regard the 
merits luid substance of the measure, and negotiation 
concerning it, without being prejudiced or prevented 
by the mere manner of detding with them. 

The nation^ considerations nave been too abund- 
antly laid before public opinion in every form of ar- 

lument, to require that I should reiterate them here. 

shall, therefore, content myself with very summa- 
ry intimations. 

1. The commercial, agricultural, manufacturing, 
navigation, both riverain and oceanic — the whole in- 
terior view of the subject is, I think, irresistibly in- 
viting. The acfiuiaition of Louisiana, on all hands 
conceded to be inestimably beneficial to the whole 
United States, loses half of its value without Texas, 
which is a natural part of that complete region. Ac- 
cordingly, since the treaty of Florida gave it up, 
every administration has been endeavoring to rqeain 
it. Louisiana, as acquired by the treaty of 1803 — 
that is, indudinc Texas and Oregon— would demon- 
strate and establish, in the progress of a few yean, 
the prodigious advantages of free trade. There is 
no national benefit more important, aa regards com- 
nteree, manufactures, agrictUture, and all the useful 
arts, the wealth and the peace of a nation, than free 
trade. That does not mean unrestricted trade be- 
tween foreign nations, but between all parts of any 
one nation. Between foreign nations there is no 
free trade. There can be non^ but by treaty. But 
when a nation so extended and divendfied as this 
opens all its soil, 'vegetable and mineral produo 
tions, its commerce, navigation, and manuntctores, 
to free trade among all its parts, Maine and Ver- 
mont, Maryland and Michigan, Louisiana and Ar- 
kansas, enjoy and feeI,throu^out the vast ameliora- 
^on of their mhabitants, being protected by one and 
the same forlxaiing government, in the most pre- 
cious of all industrial privileges — that of being let 
alone. Peace, plenty, prosperity, are the perennial 
fruits. The wider the area of freedera and equality 
the better, even though some of the laborers be bond- 
men. When notions of free trade and permanent 
peace began to dawn under the greatest of the 
French monarchs, end he desired to associate all 
Europe in one great republican confederation, it was 
but an imperfect idea of what these United Stales 
mav be, with five Texian and, ten Oregon States 
added to the twentv-six now in union under institu- 
tions of free trade, local sovereignty, and representa- 
tive government. 

Whatever objection to the incorporation of Texas 
there may be, liey have no countenance in tlie be- 
neficent economy of the measure. 

2. The territorial limiis are marked in the config- 
uration of this coniinent by an Almighty hand. The 
Platte, the Arkansas, the Red, and the Mississippi 
riven, without counting great, though minor streams, 
in that vast, terraqueous region of cotton, au»ar, 
lead, and other mighty staples, which have in a few 
yean kept pace with steam itself in marvellous de- 
velopment—those riven are naturally our walere, 
with their estuaries in the bay of Mexico. The 
stupendous deserts between the Nueces and tlie 
Bravo rivere are the natural boundaries between the 
anglo-Saxon and the Mauritaninn races. There ends 
the valley of the West. There Mexico begins. 
Thence, beyond the Bravo, begin the Moorish peo- 
ple and their Indian associates, to whom Mexico 
properly belongs; who should not crow that vast 
desert if they could, as on our side we, too, ought 
to stop there, because interminable confiicU must 
ensue either our going south or their coming north 
of that ngantic boundary. While peace is rlierish- 
ed, thatboundary will be sacred. Mot till the spirit 
of conquest rages will the people on titbit aid« mo- 



lest or mix with each ether; and whenever they do, 
one or the other race must be conquered, if notextin- 
guished. 

3- And there, if any where, in the providence of 
Ood, may n^ro slavery undergo some radical im- 
provement. I do no mean, in this mere preliminary 
statement, more than to allude to that much-vex«l 
topic' But I believe the passionate denunciation 
wnich, on this account, met the advent of Texas 
with x:uraes, has been much mitigated. Soberer 
and better views have succeeded. Slavery cannot 
increase by the annexation of Texas: probably the 
contrary. The African race may have a dianee in 
Texas or neighboring Mexico, of proving that it is 
not inferior to the Caucasian. In some judgments 
it is the doctrine of Scripture that the African's des- 
tiny is not to equal the European; at any rate, their 
transplantation ftom Africa to the south of North 
America cannot harm them. 

4. The questions of right and title have been su- 
perabundantly argued. StmUUd as we are by the 
course of events to our original right to Texas, is 
there any thing in our organic law which forbids 
reannexation? The common law of private rights 
by "Remitter (3) is, where he who hath the true 
property, or jtaproprietalu, in lands, but is out of 
possession thereof, and hath no right to enter with- 
out recovering possession in an action, hath after- 
wards the freehold cast upon him by some subse- 
quent, and of course defective, title; in this case he is 
remitted, or sent beck, by operation of law, to his 
ancient and more certain title. . The right of entry, 
which he had gained by a bad title, shall be, tpu fac- 
to, annexed to nia own inherent good one; and his 
defeasible estate shall be utterly defeated and an- 
nulled, by the instantaneous act of law, without his 
participation or conseoL" — 3 JMsdbtoiM's Com. 19. 

I shall merely add on this head, that if we can 
acquire foreign territory by purchase or by con- 
quest — if these are rig^t appurtenant to national 
sovereignty — I do not see wny we may not, by act 
of Congress, by compact, though it be not by trea- 
ty, technically so called. Grants of money, possi- 
bly war, are involved in the measure; which, for these 
reasons, should be accomplished by act of Congress, 
not by treaty. 

Having thus disposed of the policy and right to 
reannex Texas, let us consider what other nation* 
have to say to it — Mexico, Great Britain, France, 
and ' the rest of the* worid; for we are amenabU 
to Rtissia, Austria, Prusia, Spain, Ifaplei, MsRand, 
Belgium; why not to_Bnizi], Buenos Ayres, Chili, 



and Venezuela, as to Great Britain, the most pi 
-latic among the protestants against our action. 
As there was a time when uie United States 
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tivated entire segregation from European connec- 
tion, so now is It now our policy to prevent for- 
eign interference in our affairs. Our growth, nu- 
merous treaties and extensive intercouree with near- 
ly all the world, even the empire of China, (and it 
has been attempted, I'beiieve, with that of Japan,) 
have established the United States in the family of 
nations. The administration endeavored to arrange 
an American alliance to comprehend this hemisphere. 
While peace and forbearance are stijl our interest, it 
is plain that, by commerce and naval forces in every 
sea, embassies in every country, and irresistible ten- 
dencies, we are, though not a meddling, yet a mor- 
ingpeople. 

To Mexico we offer explanation for our incorpo- 
ration of TeXRs — explanation which she will be sat- 
isfied with. I shall refrain from argument — ^from 
arguing the extent of that explanation. Although 
the public correspondence between the two North 
American republics has become angry, I am happy 
to be authorized to assure this House that those 
best acquainted with the true state of things 
apprehend little or no danger of war : the main 
sinew of war — money — will heal the breach, and 
end the controversy amicably. It affords me great 
satisfaction to be authorized to state that hostilities 
are aot probable with Mexico. 

With equal pleasure, I add, on the same authority, 
that there is as little danger of war with Cheat 
Britain. That great maritime empire, whose do- 
minions controls neariy all Asia, some of Afirica, 
much of America, and is primary in Europe, will 
not ♦age war with this country for Texas. Though 
perhaps desirous of close commercial alliance there, 
and that slavery should be no longer suffered, yet 
the present amicable relations between Great Britain 
and the United States authorize the confident iMlief 
that Texas will be do cause of quarrel between 
them. 

Fiaooe likewise, as hM been ahnady made public, 



wiUnottakeanypartinanysuchijuand. AU the rest 
of Europe, and of the worid, wisely looks on, not 
indifferent, but uninterfering spectalon. 

Thus the reannexation of Texas will be accom- 
plished in peace with all the worid, and widi as 
much harmony among ourselves as can b« expected 
of any great national measure of local actioD. It 
has become mere matter of when sod bow; the 
event is no longer problematical. When a com- 
mandei>in-chief was to be selected by Congress, in 
1776, John and Samuel Adams suggested Cokmd 
Washington, of Virginia, not so mucE for any great 
personal merits he had then displayed, as for the 
sake of uniting the South in a contest which began 
in the extreme North. When war was declared, it 
1812, for injuries most felt and complained of in the 
North, the South and the West went up with gnat 
luanimity to the support of it. Why are Congress 
here annually assembled, and during many roonths 
in session, often without much p^omoance? To 
make laws? No. Most of that is done by twenty- 
nine local legislatures. We come here, ana we stay 
here, to find and to show that we represent one na- 
tion; to dispel provincial prejudices; to cultivtis 
national atlaichments; to prevent war; to pies e iv e 
peace; to interchange mutual good offices; to show 
each other and all the world that we are a worid by 
ourselves, and disown all distmion. Texas wiO ■;- 
nalize this nationality as Loitisisna did, as Msioe 
did, as the ware of 1776 and 1813 did. A stron; 
and saluUiry opposition there will alvays be to 
everything. But Texas, I predict, will prevail ova 
party ana section. 

All that is necessary to carry the restoration of Tex- 
as is an expression by act of Congress, of nauonsl- 
ity, a general expression by Congress, foUowiog 
that of the country, that it is right, and ought to take 
place. There is no war in this act, untoas hostil- 
ities be forced upon us. It is not the way to war, 
but the pledge of peace. The treaty rejected list 
session may not have been the most desirable metliod 
of acquiring Texas. I never thought so. Hj 
humble opinion always was that so great an event 
should be signalized by act of Congress, publicly 
deliberated, and enacted in all the fonmi that solem- 
nize the moat momentous legislation. Public senti- 
ment should have been invited to its aid. Popular 
enthusiasm would have succored the discussios, 
and sanctioned the resulL But any metliod of ai>- 
quisition may be effStcted without war. If the treaty 
had been oonflimed, in ten days afterwards all op- 
poaition to it would have ceased, and a governor of 
the territory would have repaired to his post u 
quietly as Governor Claiborne took ponession of 
Louisiana, and General Jacdson of Florida. The 
delegate from Texas would now be here. There ii 
nothing to be dreaded but delay. Delay is imminent- 
ly dangerous. There must be in Texas a great dtsl 
of personal, selfish opposition to annexation. Many 
enunent men may oppose it. It needs all the syin 
pathies of akindred people to sustain the measui* 
against wayward and tantalizing proenatinaUon 
here, the menaces of Mexico, and the maohinatioiis 
of other powere. 

Texas is oun by locality, and by kindred 
attachments. In some parts of the United Statesil 
is common to regard the inhabitants of that marvel- 
lous republic wiui extreme reptignanoe, and to il» 
nounce them as outlaws, bandits, and the 
offscourings of a discontented populace. But 
what is the truth? Preparatory to this ilis- 
cossion I have looked somewhat into their his- 
tory; and, without a single circumstance to 
mislead my judgment, cannot hesitate to praoonoM 
them as eminently worthy of our association. Com- 
pare their revolution with oura, and the first nine 
yean of our miserable independence with their _fc* 
nine yean. The despised origin of Texas remisil* 
one of the contumely with which oun waaafiitooled, 
when Chatham said: 

"When J oor lordiUps look at the paper* t»tm»it<»' » 
ftom America— when yon couiider their dscency, I™""?' 
and wisdom — yoa cannot but respect their canM. uw vtu 
to make it yaur own. For mynlr, 1 muit d<wlare and •">* 
that, ia all my reading and obtervation, (and it ha< '*''' "J 
bvorite study,) I have read Thacydides, and bare •tooiM 
and admired the roaster stalasmea of the woiid.— tbaL "^ 
solidity of reasoDiag, force of aagacity, and wisdom of cm- 
elusion, under such a complication or dilBcnlt cireun''**' 
c«s, no nation or liody of men can stand in praieienoe w IM 
general Congress at Fbiladelphia. I trust It is obrieiu to 
your lordships that all attempts to impose serrHude opM 
such men— to eatablisb despotism over soeh a natioB, b"" 
be vaio— must be tataL" 

Or compare th«n with any other people bom oft 
revolution— with England, with Holland, wj* 
fVnnce— M diofe nations were when they M ^f 
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po6ed the gorernment that etitlBved them, tuid wt 
up for theniselves. The laat of th« ktoIhUoim of 
tli< moat refined European oatioa produi!«d a eov- 
emment caUed the bastard of a bloody knight. 
The' insurrection of Texas against Santa Anna's 
dtspotism was the legitimate assertion of a free 
peopled independence— achieved by admirable com- 
binations, immortalized by a victory never snr- 
pused in exploit, consecrated by generosity seldom 
equalled in magnanimous policy. Their declaration 
of independence is an eloquent paraphrase of ours. 
Their constitution is an improvement on that which 
bu reoderad this country eminently prosperous. I 
have looked through their code of hws, and find 
tbem distinguished for wi^om. Eve^ since their 
independence, while the proudest nations of the Old 
World have been more or less disturbed by troubles, 
and this country hot free trom them, rtie affairs of 
Texas have been administered with exemplary good 
sense, in perfect tranquillity, and great success. W'e 
have invited them to union; exposed them by it to 
Mexican hostilities, and European seductions. Our 
goTcrmuent did this, and it would he di«raceful 
now to leave them to the proclaimed brutalities of 
Mexican invasion, or the tender mercies of Eu- 
ropean mediation. Whether our executive did 
rightor wrong m this invitation, after all that has 
happened, it. would be disgraceful to desert tbem. 
Even if we do not incorporate, we should defhnd 
them. One branch of our government made a trea- 
ty with them, which another rejected; not because 
the alliance was condemned, but merely the method 
of it. This time last year there was much more than a 
constitutional majority for incorporating by treaty 
Texas into the United States; as at this moment 
there is a large majority of the House of Repre- 
seotathras ready to vote for that incorporation, pro- 
vided it can be effected on terms which varv, and 
perhaps fundamentally vary, as to the method of 
incorporation, but no more. The measure itself, 
freed from these varieties of mere metliod, would 
at any moment receive the voles of more than three- 
fourths of both branches of Congress and five-sixths 
of the people of this country. 

The reason why the American people are re- 
■olved on the recovery of Texas, besides those 
which I before stated as to tht advantages of the 
Union, is a deep-seated, well-nigh-universal senti- 
ment of national independence, which will not tole- 
rate European interference with our affairs, our 
borders, our institutions, our unquestionable rights. 
We provoke or seek no wars. Our institutions 
render it impossible to rush into them precipitately. 
The forms of our government are such that con- 
ciliation, compromise, concession, must always be 
exhausted before war can be declared. But a large 
majority of the whole country, without distinction 
of party, will never submit to aggression, encroach- 
ment, or interiirence, from any,, foreign power, es- 
pecially that one which is the^Tnost formidable of ^ 
all, aou with which we have already beed several i 
times forced into conflict. That power is like the " 
elements which clip us round about; northeast lops 
U9, northwest josllei us, southwest interferes with 
ua — everywhere crosses our way, and by sea and 
land, by abuse and counteratlion, warning us to 
beware. Let us thank Providence for ih is encour- 
a^raent to unite, at least in a lofty spirit of na- 
uonal independence — not anxious for conflict, but 
not afraid--not jealous nor secure. In this affair of 
Texas, let us be not merely just and fear not, but 
generous, long-suffering, magnanimous, right; and 
when right, go forward to reannex all of Louisiana 
an we bought it, including Texas and Oregon. 

Of the two millions seven hundred thousand suf- 
frages at (he late presidential election, at least two 
miUious, I reckon, if not more, voted for Texas: 
of the twenty-six States, Maine, New Hampshire, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, 
iAchigau, and Missouri — seventeen States: and, 
counting by population, more, I believe, than three- 
fourths, if not five-sixths, of the American people. 
Will Congress, then, after the presidential election, 
make a party Question of Texas — ^Texas, which, 
during the late election, proved stronger than party? 
Will Congress do this, when every one must see 
that all but time i> settled? — that to give time mav 
encnuiage foreign machinations, may increase diffi- 
culties, may endanger hostilities, may render it ne- 
cessary to do forcibly what may now be done 
peaceablj, but cannot prevent reannexation? For 
procnstination must not be the thief of Texas. 
The method of it is matter of little moment. Any 



method I will vole for, and I trust that Congress 
win show the world that the United States have the 
right, and will maintain it, to replace Texas where 
it was from the treaty of Louisiana, in 1803, to the 
treaty of Florida, in 1819 — an integral and essential 
part of this Union. 

Mr. BELSER said this was a question which 
had been already decided by that omnipotent 
tribunal, the people; and sufflcient had been said 
upon it, througnout this Union. But he had observed 
that an error had grown up in all our political dis- 
cussions. He had scarcely heard an argument in 
this House in which the speakers had not gone 
back to what had taken place in the preceding prnn- 
dential election; and, although he could not claim 
for himself a perfect exemption, yet he could say 
that he had laia down the rule for his guidance in 
future — that, whatever might be the question which 
was the subject of consideration by the representa- 
tives of the people on this floor, he would endeavor 
to confine himself to the record. Arguments mode 
on the hustings in regard to the candidates for the 
presidency were well enough: they formed a part of 
the strength of our form of government: but when 
they were reiterated in this hall, they unfitted the 
representatives of the people for correct thinking, 
and amounted to a waste of the public time. 

The question of annexing a foreign state or re- 
public to this government, by virtue of a concur* 
rence of the law-making power of both, was a 
grave and important one, and it should be well pon- 
dered on before the step was taken; for he admitted, 
in candor, that there was no precedent for it in the 
history of this country precisely in point. It was 
true that Louisiana and Florida, and some other 
small slips of foreign territory, had been added to 
the United States; but these additions had been 
made, in the first instance, by virtue of the treaty- 
making power, as an incident of sovereignty, which 
authorizes such acquisitions, either by purchase 
or by conquest; and afterwards, under the power 
to admit new States confided to Congress, they had 
become members of the Union. On this subject, 
there were no legiflative expoaitiom that met the 
(|uestion, and hence they must look beyond them 
into the constitution and history of the federal 
government, to ascertain our true position. By 
some it was broadly contended that even the treaty- 
making power cannot admit territory into this 
Union^ out of which to form new States for admis- 
sion into it, without the cansent of each of 
the States of the Union. The government of the 
United States, it was said, was a political firm, and 
that no other partner could be admitted into it, 
without the consent of the whole; and that if it 
was attempted to admit Texas without this gen- 
eral consent, the present partners would be 
under no obligation to adhere to the contract. It was 
further said that skvery wu a stain on our nation- 
al character; and hence the government of the 
United States had no right to extend, or in any 
manner increase it by the incorporation of new 
slave territory into the Union; that by virtue of the 
federal compact, it should be limited to those States 
where it existed at the time the compact was formed. 
There were others, who, to some extent, disagreed 
with those ^vliom he had already mentioned; 
they admitted the right to admit foreign territory 
into (his government by vutue of die treaty- 
making power,^ but denied ^ithe right to do 
the same thin^ by a legislative act of both the 
governments m question; maintaining the prop- 
osition that, the treaty-making power must 
first admit the territory before Congress can 
admit the new States spoken of in the con- 
stitution. They say that, by the constitution, 
the power of'^ making treaties was vested in 
the President and Senate; and being thus con- 
ferred, that Congress cannot do that which the 
President and two-thirds of the Senate are alone 
authorized to do; that such legislation, if permitted, 
wotild supersede the written constitution, and sub- 
stitute for it the "omnipotence of the British Par- 
liament;" They further say that the United States 
having recognised the independence of Texas, she 
is an mdependent nation; and that every compact 
between independent nations is a treaty. Now, if 
this were true, the whole question was at an end; 
and hence it became their duty to examine these 
objections which had been made against annexation 
by the law-making power of the two govern- 
ments. 

He had said that no precise ease in point was to 

be found in the history of this country; nor could 

I they find any analogous case in the liutory of any 



other government, because there was no gOTWO- 
ment Uke this. Louisiana and Florida were adail- 
ted into the Union by (be (rtaty^niakingpoww m 
an incident of sovereignty, aad afterwards were en' 
ated into a Territory ana Slots) and he put the ac- 
quisition of Texas on the same grooad of sovereignty, 
in his Joint resolutions of which he hod given 
notice, and which he had oonaed to h6 pabBdied in. 
the Globe of last night. Several instance* had 
occurred in the history of the govemmeoU of 
the acquisition of territory, which waa obtauied 
on the ground of national pnMrvwion, which wM 
above all law; bttt he expressed the opinion 
that the doctrine waa unsound which assumea that 
every legislatiTe contract between aovereign aiA 
independent nations was a treaty; and must go to 
the treaty-making power of the country. Every 
legislative contract was not a treaty, nor was it ne- 
cessary that they should all gs before the treaty- 
making power. When geatlemcn said that the le- 
gislauve power of this |ovenimeat had no right 
to annex -Toreign temiory to it, he asked 
them to pomt out to him any express power in the 
constituuon which anthoiized the treat^niiaking 
power to do iu How waa it aeqttirsd? Why,<h« 
treaty-making power acquired it as an incident of 
sovereignty: but it waa as much an incident of 
sovereignty in the legialativa department to erect 
new Stales out of territory aflauiredby law, as it WM 
to obtain the territory out of which they were to 
be formed by treaty. 

Now it made no diffHrmce whether this legialativ* 
contract be Hot territory, trade, or bonndary, er 
anything else. Theae differences of object did not 
alter the principle, eze^t when controlled by tb* 
constitution. 

Mr. B. proceeded to kBk to variooa oontracta en- 
tered into between this govemnent and the Stales— 
legialalive contraeU for territory. If the position 
was correct which waa maimained m the Viiginia 
resolutions, and which contained to this day 
the republican creed that the States were aor- 
ereignues, and that the United Siatea govern- 
ment had no other powen than thoae which 
were specially del^atod to it, he wanted goh 
tlemen to point out to him the difierence betweeit 
legislative compacts between this govemment and 
the States of the Union, for the acquisition of terri- 
tory, and between this goveniiaeat and for^p gov- 
emmants. 

On the 6th Sept. VfM, Comgnm pMsed a law to 
produce tranquillity in this goveramsm. The scenes 
which had taken place under the old oonftderation 
were fresh in the recollection of that body. The 
States were asked to cede their wasto and uaappro- 
priated lands for the common benefit, and to 
secure the genciral tranquillity of the government. 
Mr. B. cited the variotis oeauons made in accord- 
ance with thia recommendation; that of New 
York on the 1st of MKreh, 1781; of Virginia, the 
mother of States, the birth-place of Jeffoson, the 
oiladel of liberty, on the 1st March, 1784; of Mas- 
sachusetu on the 19th April, 1785; of South Caro- 
lina on the 9th August, 1787; of North Carolina on 
the 3d April, 1 790; of Connecticut on the 30th May, 
1800; of Oeorgia, on the S4ih April, 180S^ of Geor- 
gia, (by another act.) on the ITlh March, 1813, Ac. 

There were (said Mr. B.) legislative contracts for 
the acquisition of territory in this oomtry before 
and after the Mioption of the Meral constitution, and 
they were never submitted to the trtaty-maUnf 
power. 

But he did not stop here; he said that the 
chief portion of his aigoment would be to jpvn 
the fact that the legislative power of the Union 
has the right to annex foreign territory; and while 
he said this, he must be permitted to observe, at 
present, his mind doubted on the policy of a foiwgn 
govemment erecting itself into a State and asking 
admission into the Union. He was going to remain 
uncommitted on that point, and he wished gentle 
men supporting that view to tie heard. It was a 
great constitutional otMstion, and one which they 
should not treat lighuy. 

There were also la^slative contracts of this Union 
with foreign nations. This btter proposition was 
the point which he wished to establish. With- 
out going minutely into the matter, he sai4 
that all our non-interooarse acts were of 
that character. We said to France, If yon 
will remove oertiin restrietions on trade, w« 
will; and the seme to Great Britain. What, he 
asked, were these but legidative sompaeta with 
foreign nations? But another case, direetly in point, 
was the treaty of boundary between this govern* 
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ment and Taxas— one of tlM hiebest acta of covei^ 
<Sgnty that could be peilbrmed. it wa< a legiaUtiTC 
compact to all intaota and purpoeea; he admitted 
that the Sanala did paaa it unanimoualjr, but it never 
'waa labmittedtd them as a treaty. 

Ha kMW that men wen very aptto be fond of 
their own cnationa, and he claimed no exemption 
from this fiaiky. If ever he had given hia attention to 
aoT aabject, it had Jwen to thia; and he aaked honor- 
able gentlemeo to do him the juatioe to look at his 
propoaition for the annexation of Texaa published 
in tke Globe; and if he could ahow precedenu for the 
mode proposed, it waa more than could be shown 
for any otherjmpoaition. Mr. B. stated briefly the 
previaions or hia proposition. One waa to annex 
the territory; another to authorize the President of 
the Vnited Statea, as soon aa jurisdiction waa ob- 
tained over it, to raiae a temporary government, un- 
til otherwiae provided br Congress; another to pro- 
vide for settling the diffieultiea with foreign nations 
which might ariae; and another to grant protection 
to theTexians during the negotiation. Any mem- 
her who believed he could vote to exercise the great 
right of aelf-preaervation— which was no more or 
teas than this, when our institutions were en- 
dangered by a crisis not contemplated by the fra- 
mers of our eonatitutioo at the formation of that in- 
atrument, that we had a right to adopt the necessary 
Bieaaurea to meet that crisia— any member who 
oauld bring his mind to agree with hm on that point 
<— ay, any member who believed that the law-ma- 
king power had the right to annex Texas— could 
vote for these resolutions. At the proper time, he 
intended to offer them to this body. 

As further precedents to justify this measure on 
the ground of national aecurity, Mr. B. referred to 
SdvoLlawaof the United Statea, page 63, where 
would be foimd a legjsiative net, auuioiizing Mr. 
Jeflwaon to take possession of the country ceded by 
Frsnce in 1803 under the treaty of Pane, and to 
aslabliah a temporary government, which waa to ex- 
iat until Congreaa abould alter iL In hia resohf 
tiao ha psovided that the Preaident ahould be 
governed by the laws relating to the territorial eov- 
emmenia of this union, so &r aa they were aspUca- 
Ue. Whan the raea of the revolution, freah from 
the field of glory — when the men who had aided to 
form our mateUiaseonstitntion were present, this 
•uthocity was given to hU, JeOersoii, and 
■ubaeauantly similar authority waa given to 
Mr. Madiaon. Any member, then, who had 
these eenalitntianal serupiss about annexii^ for- 
eign .territory, had only to put the question on the 
ground of national preservation. Aa further 
•reeedenu going to establish the same principir, 
Mr. B. referred to the act of 15th January, 1811, to 
take possession of the country lying east of tha Per- 
dido, and aooth of the State of Oeorgia, and Mia- 
•issippi territory, of 12th February, 1813, to lake 
pn esaas i on of the country lying sooth of the Mia- 
aissippi territory, and west of £e Perdido. 

Theaa (he said) were cases which were put on 
the ground of necessity; and the President, in each 
instance, was vested with certain powers to carry 
the object of the govemowDt into effecC Suppose 
they were to pass these resolutions of his which 
were sustainea by these precedenU: it would be the 
duty of the President to appoint a esvemor, secre- 
tary of state, and legislaure council, to exsiat for 
the time beinf ; and he could go furthen if it became 
naoesaanr to have a delegate in the next Congress 
of the United States to represent that Territory, he 
eonU order an aleotion therefor. It seemed to him that 
every other plaa he had seen on this floor had been 
dencieot in this respect. 

He would say to thia Houae, that he waa not 
wedded to any particular acheme. He would 
vote for annexation in any constitutional form. If 
h« waa in doubt, he would do as judges were in- 
structed to do when they were in doubt. He would 
give eflect to the legiaUitive power of the Union. 

Mr. B. wiahed to direct aome of hia remarks to 
thegwUeman from Illinois, [Mr. Dopolms,! and 
he Ad U with mnch good will, for he respected the 
gandeman aa a man, and as a legialator. 

He wanted to ahew the gentleman wherein he 
thought the genUemaa'a resdlitiona were not the 
KsolttUOM which should be adopted by this House. 
Mr. B. himself mudi prefemd the resolutions of 
the gendeman from Ohio (Mr. WcLLaa 1 StiU he 
thought they did not go &r enough, a6 far as re- 
garda the raperaeding the government of Texaa. 
andeatabhahingourowBinUeuofit He admitted 
with the giptlaman, thai in 1619 that country had 
been improperiy oeded. What had induced our 



able men to do it, belonged to history. What had 
induced them to surrender the guaranty given to 
Texas in 1803, was a matter which, perhaps, we 
would never know, at least in such a manner aa to 
give it full faith. Now, according to the law of nap 
tiona, there waa but one case in which the govern- 
ment could part with a citizen of the United Stales, 
and that waa the case of actual necessity. This 
was the law of nations; and it had also been 
decided by the supreme judicial authority of the 
government that the right of an American 
citizen under a treaty of boundary became a 
veated right — that the government could not trade 
him away like cattle or other property. He 
knew the gentleman's argument would be that a 
subsequent treaty of this eliaracter was not binding; 
but as far as our act went, we had incorporate 
theae cilizena of Texas into another government; 
and it would come with a very bad giace from 
us now to den^ the validity of the treaty. Hav- 
ing made an injudicioua arrangement at that time, 
it became a motive why we should get it back. 

Mr. DOUGLASS interposed, and (Mr. B. yield- 
ing the floor,) explained that he had not placM his 
resolutions, nor snould he, in his argument, on the 
principle of the invalidity of the treaty of 1819, ce- 
ding Texaa, as far as we were concerned. 
His position was, that although that treaty 
was in violation of the treaty of 1803, we were 
bound by that latter treaty, so far as our 
claim to Texas was concerned; but while 
we lost our rights — we were not relesMd fh>m the 
obligation to fulfil the treaty of 1803 when Texaa 
demanded it; when Texaa, having complied with 
the preacribed forma, demanded admission into this 
Union, imder that treaty of 1803, we were bound to 
grant it. 

Mr. BELSER reaumed. He admitted that thia 
treaty put an obligation upon us to get Texaa bade; 
but he never would base his argument or his action 
upon the ground, after a treaty was solemnly ratified 
by thia government, that we were legally bound to 
aet it aaide. Theae ware his notions of national 
honor and integrity. We were estopped by our 
own act 

But Mr. B. further held that when the inhaU- 
tanu of Texaa were treated away, it was at their 
option to become, or not, membera of that govem- 
BMnt to which they were pasaedj aad if thay chose 
not to, and had remained separata and distinct, then 
they were as free, sovereingn and independent aa 
any eovernment on earth. He held that this 
was the case: that when Santa Anna overthrew 
the government of 1824, Texas became absolved 
from it; and had acted just as our forefathers 
had — declared her independence, and maintained it. 
He put the question on the gound of conquest; that 
was the proper ground before this House; it was 
the ground which could be sustained by the laws 
of nations, by common sense, and the ground which 
every republican who goes for extending the area 
of freedom could subscribe to. 

He had heard a great deal about the violation of 
the treaty with Mexico ori832; buf the only obla- 
tion of that treaty, he contended, was to preserve 
peace with the citizens of Mexico and her terri- 
tories — not to abstuii from preventing her from ex- 
ercising dominion over a territory which was sepa- 
rate from her, and which she had never held by any 
other compact 'than that of 1824, above alluded to, 
and which was overthrown by a despot. 

Another view of this question he wished to 

Eut to honorable nntJemen on this floor. How 
ad we removed the aborigines of this country? 
When the first navigator discovered this continent, 
it was in possession of independent nations of In- 
dians. The European governments became arxious 
to exercise dominion in the New World, and claimed 
most of their possessions in it by virtue of discovery; 
and since that period, the Indian title had been ex- 
tinguiahed^ pardy by volunttu-y cession and partly 
from its giving way to the advance of civilization. 
Just let any feulleman step out on the eastern 
portico of the Capitol, and look at those two figures, 
[laughter] — Columbus with a ball in his hand, 
ard an Indian princess, [renewed laughter] — 
and they could learn an instructive lesson 
from it. Gentlemen might laugh as much aa 
they pleased; but it showed the superior power of 
civilization — the difiference between the two racea. 
Oentlemen talked about limiting the areaoffrea- 
dom — the area of the Ang^o-Saxoti race. It could 
never be done. In tha language of bishonoiablefViend 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign AiEiira 
[Mr. 0. J. Ihoeisoll,] it wottid go on and on to 



the boundary prescribed by the Ood of Baton; 
and he hoped the time would come when it voold 
go further [laughter] — than tha gentleinan fiiiirnil 
mat boundary. 

After thia country had been diseovod, (eoBttnaed 
Mr. B.) w; made the aettlementa of Ftymooth 
and of Jamestown, wbieh still remained; smd w% 
could trace in the West tha Jesuit missaioiuury and 
the French soldier, when they marched from the 
lakes to the Ohio. But (he grand question was, 
"Where is the people who then lived in this eaantry? 
Do you (said Mr. B.) occupy their land^ Too 
certainly do. And how did yon obtain them? Tou 
may talk about treaties and Indian cessions, but you 
obtained them by power. He had been aiiguine 
for the extension of civilization in this country, and 
he now wanted to ask the committee to look at 
some of the best calculations that have been mads 
in regard to the increaae of populatioa half a oaa- 
tury or a centunr fVom now. If you take np tha 
wntinga of the best calculators, you will 8tM that 
they estimate that, in fifty years, the An^o-Saztm 
race in it will number one hundred millioDS (rf'aouls, 
and that in one hundred years hanca they wiH Bom- 
ber three hundred millions. 

Oentlemen might talk about pravcntiiig Ota ex- 
tension of Uie area of freedom, but they ooud not do 
it. What was to become of the yotmg men of the 
West — what was to become of the rising genaratinn 
there half a century hence? "^^ ^"^ 8** *" ^^'*' 
gon, to Texas; yea, far beyond the Rocky mosntaios; 
and whoever lived to sse that period would iiear the 
song of the American reaper on theahorea of the 
Pacific. The threat of Preaident Houston that he 
would plant his standard on the walla of the oqatal 
of theMeniezumaa, had been mnch ridicoled; but 
ita accompliahment waa not ao improbable aa aome 
persons supposed. If Mexico -peiaisted in her idls 
claims of sovereignty over the repubiie of Taxes, 
and m her present course of injustice towards her 
people, the day was not tat diatant whan lh« daelar- 
ation of the Texian Preaident wookl proye itaaif to 
be true. 

Mr. B. referred to the population of tha "Waal, 
and to the foreign emigration there. He waa will- 
ing to vote for any amendment of the nataialnEBtiaa 
bws thiit would guard againat the firauda that had 
been compfauned o^ but he never would vote to ax- 
tend die tamrof residence required bafbre natuiah- 
xation. Now he wanted this country, not only for 
tha native-born American to go to, bat for every 
lover of liberty in the Old Worid. He had argoad 
the question of the extension of civilization; and 
there were other questions which he would alao 
touch on, if time permitted. In regard to the (jiie» 
tioa of slavery, he would only say Aat, if it 
was an .evil, the British government and the north- 
em men fastened it on us. It was in tha compact 
which bound the States together, and ooaM not be 
done away with without destroying that com- 
pact, ir the people of the North aao Northwest 
nad a right to new States in which the institution 
of slavery did not exist, the people of the South 
had an et^ual right to be surrounded by 
States with instituuons similar to their own, to 
secure their safety. He did not wish to annex 
Texas to the Union for the purpose of reatoring 
the balance of power between the North and the 
South. That day had gone by; thq sceptra had d» 
parted from Judan; all he wanted was security for 
tho'se institutions which were establiahed by the 
agency of this government. 

Mr. B. concluded by sayin?, that he waa dear in 
the conviction that Texas could be annexed as a Ter- 
ritory to the United Slates, by the law-making 
power of both governments. ^ He was equally clear 
in the opinion that we could'annex it in the same 
way on the ground of national preaervation. But 
he somewhat doubted the right of Texsa to (bra 
herself into a State, and ask to be admitted into the 
Union. He was prepared to vote for any proposi- 
tion to incorporate it acccording to tlie views slootc 
indicated. 

The forqroing is but an imperfect sketch 'of the 
remarki^ofMr. B. They wilt be given in full in a 
few days. 

The question beine put on the amendment, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that the mover 
[Mr. DouoLAii] was not in nis seat, and he anbmit- 
ted whether it would be proper to tidte tha qnestioii 
in his abaance. The gentleman would, no doubt, 
like to be heard on his amendment 

Mr. DOUGLASS (from another part of die hail) 
ohaerved that he did deaign to maka aome remarks 
on hir amendment, and would, perhaps, do ao oo 
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anotkor oooaMon, bifor* the cIom of the debate. 
If, howsvar, the commiltaa waa disposed to take 
the quaatioo now, he would waive his right to be 
heard. 

Mr. BAYLY said it was obvious that a debate of 
till* important and interesting nature would not so 
■oon be closed, and that many gentlemen wished to 
be heard on it who were not disposed to proceed at 
this late hour. Without any intention to occupy 
(he floor on this subject, he moved that the commitr 
tee riae. 

Tliis motion prevailing, the committee rose, and 
reported progress. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, on leave, introduced the fol- 
lowing bill and joint resolution, which were read the 
first and secona time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of (he Union, and ordered to 
1m printed, viz: 

A bill to authorize the people of Texas to form a 
conatitntion and State government, uid for the ad- 
miaaion of such State mto the Union, on an equal 
footing with the other Statea. 

A joint resolution pledging to the citizens of Tex- 
as the protection of the nation till tb« question of 
reannezation be definitively settled- 
Mr. BGUSEIR, OD leave, introduced a joint reso- 
latioD for the annazation of the republic of Texas 
to the United Slates: read twice, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 
(This joint resolution has already been published in 
the Globe.] 

The bill from the Senate to grant certain lands to 
the State of Indiana to enable that Slate to extend 
and complete the Wabash and Erie canal, was read 
twiee, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
oa the State of the Union. 

The House then adjourned. 

The foUowiog aolicea of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

Bjr Mr. M08£LET: The petition of citliaBi of BnflUo, 
New York, for so ^^propristioa f6r a na wall la protect 
BuAlo liarbor. 

Bjr Mr. HOPKINS: The memoiial ofWai. BtllsnlFru- 
teu sod IS ethan, memban of tho bar, sikinf forincnan of 



I Ibruis Judge of the wntam diitrict oftlw 
State of Virginia: reftrred to tlie Comaiitte* ontheJudi- 
ciarj. 

' B7 Mr. BATLT: The peUtioa of randrjr oitixtiu of 
Naitib^saiMoo, Virginia, sod aiiip^iiniora aad maiterL 
pra;taf lor aa sppnpiiatioa to "tmo; eat" Sand Shoe) 
inlet. 

By C. M. K£EI>: The memoritl of Jamet Haggart and 
IMciUzeni of Blark Rock, New York, pnjing Uia pesMg* 
of an set to prevent, ander proper penaltiM, aU other Uum 
Aaeiloaa veatel* from traaaportiag pauengrn and baggage 
from on* American port U> another on oiireoaitor lakei. 

By Mr. HENRY SODOE: The memorial ofT. 8. Mor- 
gan and 118 cltizeni, of Oiwego cottoty. State of New 
Voik, aakl9cCongre«> for an appropriation for the improve- 
meat of Uie Foa and Witconeiu riven, in the Territory of 
Wiwonsin: referred to the Committee on Fnblic Landi. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petiUon of Dudley P. BtUey 
aodMotben, of Maine, that CongreH will pua, with all 
ooBvaalent liaate, a law by wliich every citizen, who may 
be deaiioa* of cultivating the earth fori living, tball be en- 
abii^ to eater opoo the poblie landi and occupy a reaiona- 
ble liied tum thereon, Crae of eoit. The petiuon of Zebah 
Wathbam and aeven otherv , of Kennebeo county, Maine, 
that Coagiwi will raiact all propoaitioni for the annexation 
efT«sa«to the United Slatei a<a tiaveholding territory. 
The petition of John James and Mothers, of Lebanon, that 
CongreM will r^ect all propositions for the annexation of 
Texas to the United Stataa. The petition of Eli B. Lord and 
Mothers, of Maine, that CongreM will abolish alaveryia 
the District of Colnmbia, and the Territories of the United 
tiUles. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The mnonstrance of 179 ciliians, 
of North Adams, Massachusetts, against the annexation of 
Texas as aslaveholdiag territory. 

By Mr. LABKANCHE: The petition of citizens of Lou- 
isiana, against the removal of the surveyor general's offlce 
from OonaldsonvlUe to Baton Rooge. 

By Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS: The petHioB of James Reily 
and S4 others, praying a grant of laiiid to complete the Wa- 
bash aad Erie canal to the Ohio river. Alio the petition of 
Lewis Kightmyer and 170 others, upon the same subject. 

By .Mr. ROOERS: The aetitiou of Anthony MoKallor 
end M othen, citizens of the oonnty . of Washington, and 
State of New York, praying Congress to devise and adopt 
speedy and eifectaal measun* for the abolition of slavery 
throughout the United States. Also the petition of 40 eiti- 
xena ef theconnty of Washington, aad State of New York, 
for the rsdootion of the rate of postage, and the abolition 
of tbefirankingprivilege. 

By Mr.RELFE: The petition of John Anderson, of Mis- 
souri, praying that there be refunded to him tha amount 
paid Into the treasary, arlaliig from lead rents, obtained 
frem laada granted to Roger eagle by the Spanish authotv 
itiee prior to the cession of that oouatry to the United States, 
and wlilch tract has since been confirmed to the said Roger 
Cagle or his legal representatives: referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ctaiais, with the aeeompanying papert- 

By Mr- HESBJCK: The petition ofUUol R. Bowdoin 
and as others, citizens ofSaco, inthe Bute of Maine, play- 
ing that the propositions for the annexation of Texas to the 
United Slate* be rejected: rebrred to the Cegutitte en For> 
signAliUrs- 



By Mr. JOHN STEWART: The petition of Semnel Fro- 
tlUngham, of .MIddletown, in Middlesex county. Connects 
cut, aikiw Congress for an increase of pension. 

By Mr. MCCLELLAND: The peUtion of Roswell Hole, 
of Adrian, Michigan, for an increase of benslon. The claim 
of the Messrs. Eldrad, of Detroit, for oamages, ho , on ac- 
eounl of the seizure of the "Copper Rock." The claim of 
Captain John Martin, of Detroit, for payment for property 
destroyed during the war. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The peUUon of Mark Rntledge and IM 
others, citizeqs of Norwich, Connecticut, pra^ag for a 
reduction of postage: referred to the Committee on ute Pest 
Oflire and Post Roads. 

By Mr. PARMENTER: The petition of Commodore Jo- 
seph Smith, commanding the American squadron in the 
Mediterranean, and 240 offlcers and men of the United States 
frigate Cumberland, praying that the sph-it portion of the 
navy ration may be aboUshed: referred to the Committee on 
Naval AllUra. 

By .Mr. TYLER: The petition of Zalmon O. Keeler and 
othors.i 01 Chatauque county. New York, praying for a 
reduction in the rates of postage. The remonstrance ol 
Zalmon O. Reeler and others, of Chatanque county. New 
York, against tha aanexation of Texas, or the admusion of 
any now slave Stale into the Union. The petition of E. T. 
Foote and others. Of Chatauque connty. New York, pray- 
ing fbr the abolition of slavary and the slave trade in the 
District of Colnmbia and the Territories of the United 
Statu, aa waU as the internal slave trada, and for the repeal 
ef certain laws in relation to alavery in the District of Co- 
lombia- 

By Mr. ORINNELL: The petition ef E. H. Hobaes for 
extension of a patent 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES- 
SATimsAt, January 4, 184S- 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved- 
Mr- REUBEN CHAPMAN asked the indul- 
ince of the House to make an explanation which 
e considered personal to himself Mr- C, with 
the unanimous sasent of the House, proc^beded. 

He said it would be recollected that, in the course 
of his remarks in Committee of the Whole a few 
dajs ago, on the bill u> graduate and reduce Uie 
price of the public lands, he had occasion to advert 
to the fact that Alabama was one of the indebted 
Stales, and needed all the means within her limits, 
of raising revenue to discharge her liabilitiea, and 
preserve her fititb; that at this time two-thirds of 
the lands within the State belonged to the general 

foverament, consequentlv the State was deprived of 
er principal source of reveirae, not having the 
power to tax the lands of the United States. I^ver- 
theless. Mr- C- said, that his State had, nnder 
these, and every other disadvantage, preserved her 
fcith, by promptly discharging her ohligations- In 
thia connection Mr- C. said he felt himself called 
upon to notice an article that appeared in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer of this city of the 37th of August 
last. 

Mr- C. said he sent then an extract he had token 
from that paper for the clerk to read, and he did 
read it. He Sent the same extract note, and he 
called upon the clerk to say (and he did say) that 
it waa identically the some, without any alteration 
whatever. The following is the extract referred to: 

From the National IntelUgenoer of Aug. 37, 1844. 
"Ai-ABAMA ELECTION*.— The Texas flag waves over the 
Stato in triomplL Unable to pav their own debt, the people 
vole to' assume the immense debt of Texas. The whlgs 
have struggled nobly for their principles, and for protection 
to our own citizt^ns, but it has been in vain The fancied 
benedts of foreign aggression and war liave dazzled the 
eyes of the locoa, all to save Texaa, and have caused them 
to lose sight of what their own country stands so lameiit* 
ably in need of Steady, whlgs, steady; strike earnestly from 
this to the election, in avor of the good cause. Do your 
duty, and leave the result to Providence. Elabwhore all 
is weU. I-ocofocoism is doomed."— SetKicm TtucaloMt 
•lidi-tcatt, 

Mr. C. said that he had seen, in the National In- 
telligencer of this morning, some comments upon 
his speech, so far as it related to thia extract; and 
although he trusted the editors of that paper enter* 
lained no such design, the article of this morning 
might be understood- as cfaargineMr. C. with an in- 
tention of imposing upon the House the extract re- 
ferred to OS an Milorial article- Mr- C- said it 
would be observed that the extract published in the 
Intelligencer of this morning and that he had had 
read at the clerk's table were identically the same— 
both gave credit to the "Southern Tuscaloosa Advo- 
cate" for the origin of the extract referred to. Mr. 
C. disclaimed any intention of chai^ging the editors 
of the Intelligencer with originating the extract, 
though it appeared in that paper unifir the edilorinl 
head- It was credited, however, ss staled- Mr- C. 
said that the groimd of his complaint was, that a 
paper of the high character of the National Intdli- 
geneer, and of lU extenaive circulation, should cir- 
culate such a slander upon his Stale upon no better 
authority. The article had the endorsement of the 
National Intelligencer, and this is one of the 



where the endorMrt, and not tha makers, ought to be 
held responsible. The National Intelligencer is a 
paper of great reputation: although he differed en- 
tirely with the editors political! v, he respected thsm 
as opponents worthy of notice. Mr. C. lead the paper 
regularly as the best whig authority; and he not 
oiuy knew that it had a wide circulation in all quar- 
ters of the globe, but for the financiid condition of 
the States it waa considered by capitalists of high 
authority. By the etuhnemtiU of the sUnderTwe 
injury to the credit of his State had been so tmjuat- 
ly inflicted, and not by the original slanderer- Now, 
Mr. C. said, there is no suchpaper as that credited. 
He knew of no "Southern Tuscaloosa Advocate," 
and he called upon his colleague firom that district to 
slate whether there was any such paper. 
, Mr. PAYNE stated that there viras no such paper 
as the "Southern Tuscaloosa Advocate," to nis 
knowledfie, nor had any such paper ever existed- 

Mr. CHAPMAN said he did not intend to insinu- 
ate that the editors of the Intelligencer had made a 
false extract — he had no doubt but that the ortiole 
waa extracted from $owu paper, though the name waa 
incorrectly given- Mr- Cf. said it was due to tha 
editors of the Intelligencer to state, that there waa a 
paper called the ''Southern Advocate" in Alabama, 
out not at Tu»caloc§a : he would not aay that the 
article did or did not appear in that print, though he 
was in the habit of reading it, and nad never seen 
such an article- Mr- C- said his only object in 
trespassing on the House was, to acquaint himself of 
any just cause of censure for what ne has said and 
done in thia matter, he felt sure he had succeeded in 
satisfying the House that he had done no mote 
than his duty, and that he was ftilly sustained by 
the bets in what he had said and done. 

Mr. PHCENIX asked leave to present a menoiial 
on a subject now before the House. 

The Weaker said it was not in order, it ooold 
only be received by general consent. 

[A voice: "On what subject?"] 

No objection being mode — 

Mr. PHCENIX presented a memorial tem tha 
Society of Friends, in New York and Vermont, 
against the aanexation of Tbxas; and he asked for 
the reading thereof. 

The memorial — discussing ai some length tha 
evils of slavery, and protesting against annexation 
on reasoiv eouoected therfwith— was nearly read by 
ihe oletk; when . 

Mr- McCLERNAND moved to dispense with 
the reading, and to hy the petition on the table; but 
being informed by the clerk that but one paragraph 
remained unread, he withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL renewed the aoUon of the 
gentleman from lUinoia. He hoped the paper would 
not be read. He did not think the eentleman Crom 
New York [Mr- Pnouiizj had acted with his usoal 
fairness in introducing this paper in this manner, and 
calling for its reading, its contents being unknown 
by the House. Why inflict such a paper on the 
House? There had not been a mors violent anl^ 
slavery paper before the House at this session- Ha 
would nave expected more fhmknesa and can- 
dor fh>m theeentieman from New York. 

Mr- PH(ENIX remarked that these resolntiona 
came from the very highest source. He had not 
been exactly aware of its contents, but, as he hsd 
been requested, he had aaked ils reading. He now 
moved ihe reference to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the fUtther reading 
of the petition was dispensied with. 

The second division of the motion of Bir. CaMs 
SKLL (being the flrst motion in order) was taken— 
the yeaa and nays having been ordered on motion 
of Mr. HsMUK of Ohio) and the vote stood— yens 
87, nays 87 — a tie, as follows: 

YEAS-Meaen. Anii«toB, Alkinson, Bayly. Barriagar, 
Belser, Bidlack, James Black, James A. Black, Bowtta, 
Boyd, Brodhead. Aaron V. Brown. Mtttoa Brewa, WilUaa 
J. Brown, Boike, Burt, (;aldwall, Campbell, Chmell, 
Cliach, Clinton, Cobb, Colas, Croaa, Cnllom. Deatal, Jeha 
W. Davia, Dawson, Dean. Dobeny, DeUet, Dw ig si l s. 
Dnnean, Ellis, neklia, Foster, Freneh, FUIer, Oog^, 
Hammett, Haralsoa, Rays, Hohnas, Hopkins, H*aston.Ba- 
bard, Hughes, Jameson, Cave JohaMn, Andrew Johasea, 
Oeone w. Joaee, Andrew Keanedy, Loea*, LaasUa. 
McCbmand, BlcCormeH, MoOowaO, Isaac E. Mwss, 
Newtsa, Owea, Fay no, Pettit, Psryton, Piatt, David ft loU, 
Rallh, Roberta, Simpeea. Slidell, Bebart Smith, H e sai st 
Stopheaa, Stilea, Jamea W. Slooe, Stioag, SoBBsn, Tsy- 
lor, Thonaaaon, Thompaea, Tibbatia, Tnoker, Waller, 
Wontwerth, Woodward, Yancey, aad Yoat— 87. 

KJ^B—U—n. Abbot, Anderson, Baker, Betaard, Bs» 
ton, Breagle, Brinkeihoir, Bnflbigtoa, Jareaitak E. Csry, 
Canell. CatUn, Ckilton. CUatmiu, CoUamer, Craaalon,- 
Dana, Danagh, Oarratt Davis, Riehard D- Davla. Meksy, 
DiOingfaaai, Timer, flulee, Flah, Fteeaos, Fool, Oiddtagb 
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OtiauU. OMn, Uil*. HmhUmI ItaaUn, Edward S. Hva- 
Jin, Hardin, Btalty, Herrick, Hodion, Hnngeiibrd, Jum 
B. Hant, J. R. Ingenoll, Irrln, Juilu, Ferley B. Johnuin, 
J*ha F. KtniwdT, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick. Lron. 
&1cCanil«n, McCUUajid, Mcllraioe, Mann, Edward J. 
Momi, Freeman U. Morae, Parmentvr, Falterton. Phaoix, 
Pollock. Klitha B. Poller. Emery D. Potter, Preiton. PnrdT, 
Ramaey, Bathbuo, Cbarlei M. Reed, KoMnson, RockweUf 
Rodney, Roeert, Sample. Schenck, Sentar, 8eTeraDce, 
Tbomai U. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smitb, Stelion, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vonmeter, 
Wethered, Wheaton, John White, Bei^amln White, Wil- 
liaou, Winthrop, and Joteph A. Wright— 87. 

The Speaker voted in the affirmattTe, tku« m«> 
king the vote — yeas 88, nays 87. 

(m the petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE, from the Committee of 
Way« and Means, aubmitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was coniidered and agreed to: 

Remtrtd, Tbat the Secretary of State be directed to re- 
port to thii House the number of voluroea of the roanutcript 
papen of the confederation and of Washington in the De- 



partment of State to which indices are being prepared; the 

8 regress which has been made; the amount of appropria- 
ODS heretofore made; at what time the work may probably 



be completed; and the probable additional expense of com* 
pletion. 

On motion of Mr. BAYLY, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole — Mr. Hopkdii 
of Virginia in the chair— and leaumed the conside- 
ration of the joint resolution of Mr. C. J. Ihobrioll 
for the reannexation of Texas to the United Slates. 

The CHAIR stated the question to be upon the 
amendment of Mr. Douglass to the amendment of 
Mr. Wellek- 

Mr BAYLY observed that when the committee 
rose yesterday be stated that he had no disposition 
to continue this debate. It would be r«coUected that 
when the Committee on Foreign Relations reported, 
some twenty days since, on the subject imder con- 
sideration, complaint was made upon the part of the 
minority of the committee, that the report had been 
made prematurely, and that they had no opportuni- 
ty of presenting their views in regard to it. The 
views of the majority of the committee bad been 
fully presented by the chairman of the commiuee, 
and he thought it was but fair that he should yield 
the floor to some gentlemen of the minority, to en- 
able them to present their views. He would, there- 
fore, cheerfully yield the floor to the gentleman who 
made the complaint, or to some other gentleman of 
minority committee. 

Mr. WIMTHROP said that before he answered 
the gentleman, he wished to ask a question of the 
Chair. He wished to know whether he could b* 
allowed to make an explanation in reply to the gen- 
tleman, without forfeitwg his right to the floor. If 
he could not, he would take his seat. 

The CHAIR said it would be very diflicultfor 
bim to answer the gentleman's question. 

The reading of Mr. Wbller's amendment was 
here called for, and it was read, as follows: 

Rttohed bji tht Senate and Haute nf Repretentaticee of the 

Unit* i Statee vf ^tnerica in Con freee aesttnbteit, ThtuCrom 
and after the passage of these resolutions, (the suprt-me au. 
thorities of 1 exos concurring therein.) the tenilorv now 
known as the republic of Texas tw, and the samt is hereby, 
annexed to, and made a portion of, the territory of the 
I'niteJ States. 



Sr.c. 9. ^9nA he it further retolred. That the people now 
rvsiding upon the said tenitory. and within tiiu limits of 
Texas, shall be incorporated into the Union of the L'nited 



States, and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty 
and property, and admitt«;d, as soon as may l>e consistent 
with the principles of the federal constitution, to the enjoy. 
ment of ail the rights, priviieger, and isnmuaities of citizens 
of the United States. 

Sec 3. «^nd be it further reeolved. That the said territory 
hereby annexed shall be known as the "Territory of Texas;" 
and, until otherwise ordered, the lawsof Texas now exihting 
sliall remain in lull force; and ail executive and Judicisd 
olScen of Texas, (except the President, Vice President, and 
beads of department,) shall retain their offices, with all au- 
tnority and power snpertaining thereto; and tlia courts of 
Justice there established shall, for the preaant, remais as 
new organlaed. 

8ko. 4 Jind he it further retched. That aU titles and claims 
to real estate, valid under the existing laws of Texas, shall 
be deemed tad held ao by the govemnWDt of the United 
Slates. 

Skc. «. Jkid he Ufiinker reeolved. That the poblic lands in 
tba said tsiritory m, and tlia same are hereby, pledged for 
the payment of tba debt, however created, anterior to the 
peasaga oflhase reaolutioas, for which the faith of the gov. 
ersmant of Texas baa been given, saountlng, as la sup- 
posed, to Un millions of doUan. 

Sac. 9. ,And he H fyrthtr rttalnd. That oommissiODara 
shall barasltar be appointed, nndar suob restrictions as Con- 
grass nay impose, to examine and report the claims which 
nay bcprwented against the goTemmantofTexas. in order 
that the proeeads or the pablie landa, as afoieaaid, aiav ba 
appilad to Oe axUngnishment thereof 

4x0. 7. J»d he U Jmriher rmeehed. That rommltsionen 
shall heraafler be appointed, who shall establish the bound- 
aries, aad divide adi) territory in sndi manner and form as 
Cengrasa any direct. 

Sco.S. ^lai he it /urthtr reached, Ttelufo»nas(the an- 



pnsne ai)thoritiea of Texas shall signify their approval of 
these resolntions. th* sane shall be deemed and held to be 
tiM fundamental law of the land. 

The amendment of Mr. Doitclam was then called 
for; and it was also nad. [This was published in 
yesterday's paperj 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved that the committee rise. 
He wished to address the committee on his amend- 
ment, but was prevented by indisposition. 

The question being put on Mr. Dooolabs's mo- 
tion, it was rejected. 

Mr. RHETT observed that if the committee was 
determined to take the vote on this proposition, no 
gentleman being desirous of speaking, he would 
propose to the gentleman from Illinois to allow his 
preamble to be withdrawn^ and the question to be 
taken on the first resolution, which was nothing 
more than the simple abstract proposition that 
Texas shall be admitted into the Union. Should 
that simple proposition be decided in the affirmative, 
there would be no difficulty among the friends of the 
measure in arranging the terms. 

Mr. DOUGLASS expressed his assent to the 
proposition of Mr. Rhett. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INQERSOLL observed that 
he, for one, was not prepared to accede to any such 
proposition as that of ne gentleman from South 
Carolina. He wu not willing that there should be 
a ailent vote taken on the abstract proposition for 
the admission of Texas into tlie Union. He had 
hoped that some one of the proposers or advocates 
of the numeroiu propositions that had been sub- 
mitted, would have said a word or two jn favor of 
it; which, by the course of parliamentary proceedings 
would have been reguW, consistent, and courteous. 
He wanted to hear from his honorable friend from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Rhett,] or from anybody 
else who would appear on that floor in the guise 
and garb of a statesman and legislator, someuiing 
in favor of the mode and manner in which the thing 
is to be dose, as well as in favor of the abstract 
question of tlie thing itself. 

He would call the attention of the committee to a 
few short months back when the question was sup, 
posed to have been carried througnout the countrr 
exactly in the way the gentleman from South 
Carolina now proposed to carry it in this House. 
In town meetings it was all very well to carry the 
question by a "hurra for Texas," and, as he heard 
a gentleman near him say, "Oregon too." During 
the last fsnwasi all who were in the habit of reaf 
ing the inscriptions on the banners and tnnsparen- 
cies of the democratic party, saw that they were 
principally for Polk and Dallas, Oregon and Tex- 
as; and be believed there was a declaration for the 
hero of the Hermitage, which seemed prophetic 
that, witli Texas for the watchword, victory was 
certain. But, said Mr. I., to return to the subject, 
we want to know how the annexation of Texas 
is to be accomplished. The lone star of Texas, 
which has culminated, has now passed over the 
meridian; and now it must be looked at with the 
eyesof the statesman and the philosopher. We have 
passed (said he) from the poliiical canvass, and 
now, in grave deliberation, wish to consider this 
subject in reference to the mode and manner of dis. 
posing of it, as statesmen, and not view it as mere 
politicians, who, in the course of their star-gazing, 
brought their country into a condition which they 
are little pleased with. 

He asked whether, when they went through their 
political canvass, they heard any of those political 

? questions which ought to be decided by the votes of 
reemen: whether the internal concerns of the coun- 
try — its great political, agricultural, mercantile, and 
manufacturing concerns were before them? Whether 
its external relations were paramount' Whether any- 
thing that concerned ourselves was made the topic of 
discussion or of remark? Or whether, like certain 
nations of old, they did not go in search of foreign 
divinities, and woiship other gods. He adced 
whether Texaa was not the consideration, and not the 
United States of America? And how was it follow- 
ed up here? What did theysee on readinethe polit- 
ical journals of the city of Washington? What was 
the watchword and incentive to action on the part of 
this House? Without considering those plans which 
gentlemen had oflered to the House and to the coun- 
try, they had seen an allegation that two lines were 
all that were necessary for the purpose of immedi- 
atelv annexing Texas to this Union. The Globe 
of the 30th of December, 1844, contains a resolation 
to this eflect, as all that was necessary for annexa- 
tion, and as one which would save all trouble of 
conaideratioii: "■Bttohtd, (Texas agreeing,) That 



it be leonnexed to the United 
His iiiends around him, too, said that that would 
be enough; but in the fi^t place, he conceived there 
were some details which must be settled, snd settled, 
ss treaties are, by protoeols. The treaty-making 
power was provided by the eonstitutioo; and it look- 
ed to deliberation by the execntive, united with hi* 
great council, the Senate of the United States; and, 
when they bad united among themselves, to the 
meeting of the plenipotentiaries of that nation with 
whom tlie contract was to be completed. But this 
was not the first time a discussion had arisen re- 
specting the exercise of power in such cases by tl>e 
legislauve and the treaty-making power. Such a 
discussion arose on the treaty of commeroe founded 
on the treaty of peace with Great Britain; and as 
he could not now eo fiiUy into that question, ha 
recommended the luusc to read an able afgtnneot 
of Mr. Pinckoey. 

He then proceeded to Bolics the influence of an- 
nexation on the national character, and proceeded to 
observe that the whole question of annexatioD was 
directly contrary to the constitution of the United 
States. Some gentlemen, he said, bad referred to 
the acquisition of Florida and Louisiana; but histo- 
ry told them, if they did not recollect the eveiit, that 
when Louisiana became port and portion of the ter- 
ritory of the United States of America in 180S-*4, 
there was no view of making that aoquisitioD either 
a Territory or a Slate. He entreated the Housa to 
carry back its historical recollections, and they 
would see that we wera threatened with the loss ot 
the great river Mississippi. Our treaty with Spaia 
in 1795 had given us a joint ri^t to that river, hot 
we were subsequently denied that right bv a Span- 
ish viceroy; ana we were threatened with toe loss of 
that volley, now our pride and glory. In the discus 
sions which ensued, it was that Mr. Jefferson con- 
ceived the happy thought of purchasiog, instead of 
fighting for the disputed possession. This was done 
as a matter of necessity; and from 1803-'4 to 18IS it 
remained as an appendage of the United States, not 
either as a State or a Territory. Let not, then, (be 
said,) Louisiana be introduced as a precedent. He 
then proceeded to notice some of the argumenia of 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Belsxr,] who 
had said that the purchase of a few acres, and of 
ground for dock-yaras and magazines, waa as good 
as the purchase of millions of acres. But this he 
(Mr. I.) denied; for, for such cases, provisioo 
was made by the constitution. 

Mr. BEXSER' said, in explanation, that when he 

rke of territory acquired by the government from 
States, for the purpose or erecUng "forts, mag- 
azines, arsenals, dockyards, ia^, he well knew that 
Congress could, by the constitution, exercise ez- 
cliuicc legislation over all places purchased for such 
objects by the consent of the legislature of the 
State in which the same may be; yet still he con- 
tended that Congress had, in many instances cited 
by bira, given, by concurrent legislation, jurisdiction 
over the same to the Stales, for which the power 
was not express, but depended alone for its exercise 
on the doctrine of impliaUian. He waa reasoning 
only from analogy, when he used the argument, 
and so stated at the time- 
Mr. INGERSQLL, afUrsome other oservations, 
proceeded to justify Mr. J. CI. Adams against the 
imputations which had been cast upon him in relsr 
tion to the Texian boundary, quoting Mr. Mon- 
roe's second inaugural for that purpose; and then 
passed to the question of war, which it hod been 
sold would grow out of annexation. Texas was at 
war with Mexico, and he asked if it was ever heard 
that a part and confederated portion of a nation vras 
at war with a foreign power, and the other port at 
peace; and yet Texas waa a part of the United States, 
accordiw to the Globe. The people of this coun- 
try wouM not hesitate to enter into a war where it 
was necessary to vindicate their rights, even with 
most powerful kingdom on the face of the globe, 
relying on the God of battles to give strength to ' 
their exertions. But with Mexico the case was dif- 
ferent; the first insult was given by our accredited 
minister. Hu maxim was, millions for defence, not 
a cent for tribute for any such purpose, when it was 
of doubtful rieht. 

War, with (ul its horrors, with all its disastrous con- 
sequences, every Christian, every civilized man, 
should use all endeavors, consistent with national 
honor, to avert. Mr. I. referred to the inaurural ad- 
dress of Mr. Madison, who had afterwards found 
himself driven to the necessity of a dedaration of 
war with the most powerful kingdom in the worid, 
as putting forth seotimeots and opinions very wide- 
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ly different and antagonistic to those under which 
gentlemen acted in tneir precipitate ruh towards 
annexation. It could not be overlooked, (»aid Mr. 
I.,) howeTer;in the heatand fury of the late canTaas, 
■we had been carried away with the belief that 
the mass of the nation were in favor of this or that 
particulctr policy. It could not be doubted that a 
great portion »{ the people of the United States 
were not fevorable to annexation. However it 
might be with the people of Texas, Mr. I. strong- 
ly dissented from the idea that the people of the 
United States were m morae favorable to a measure 
of BO deep and vital interest, the effects of which 
were to last for centuries, and whose results were 
to be so disastrous and terrible, Mr. I. further 
gave a graphic picture of the horrors of the blood, 
carnage, and devastations of war. 

On the score of slavery alone, Mr. I. proceeded to 
■ay, he would oppose the annexation of Texas. 
He spoke of the compromises of the constitution, 
which had made Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York, as vrell as South Carslina, North Carolina, 
Delaware, all sisters of a common confederacy, for 
tbeir mutual defence and protection. He said, let it 
hold together until the columns of this temple should 
cmmble; and if the day of ruin ever thould come, 
let them all share it alike; but, on the other hand, 
if, instrad of the preservation of the constitution, and 
of the liberties of the people, we were to carry the 
aystem of slavery beyond the bounds of die consti- 
tution, he would be the first to step forward and say, 
if he could say with any thing like effect, "Thus 
far shalt thou go, and no farther." Why, when 
the law of the United States said we should not ad- 
mit a single slave into the territory of the United 
States — when the constitution of the United States, 
ratifled in 1789, had postponed, at the request of 
the soutbem States, the inhibition just referred to, to 
1808 — ^here vre were, in one ftll swoop, to intro- 
duce five-and-twenty thousand slaves into the 
United States; and this, as they were told, to dimin- 
ish the influence of slavery I 

Mr. I., in a manner verjr imperfectly heard, 
(as was the ceue at times with many others, ptr- 
ticularly the latter portions of his remarks,) refer- 
red to the discussions which had grown out of 
the Missouri question at the time it was raised, and 
■aid that the argument was at that time considered 
worse than absurd, that, by the extension of slave- 
ry, they went to reduce, diminish, and cripple its 
powers. No: the system would tte confirmed and 
•trengthened: and blessed would it be if, this meas- 
ure being adopted, the time did not come when 
the midole ana some of the southern and western 
Stales, where slavery was now waning, and which 
were disposed to consider it an evil, did not become, 
not the holders, the employers, the workers, but the 
breeders of slaves for the South. 

Of all the arguments, however, which bad been 
offered in support of annexation, one which appear- 
ed the feeblest and worst was that of the benefits 
which would ensue from the addition of this vast 
extent of territory. What did we want of a further 
extent of territory, merely considered by itself? Had 
we not territory enough.' Was there not in those 
vast regions which surrounded us, where cen- 
turies must elapse before there was a pos- 
sibDity of bringing it to the standard of Eu- 
ropean population — was there not enough here 
for all the wants and necessities of man? Mr. I. 
herQ quoted an eloquent extract, which was said 
many, many years ago, before Florida and Louisi- 
ana were introduced into the Union, in description 
of the vastness of this yet unexplored world, which 
opened to mankind itself "interniinable solitudes." 
We did not want territory. The danger of this 
country was that it would break to pieces at its ex- 
tremities — these extremities being made more dis- 
tnot from the central government; which, after all, 
was like the heart, from which issued and was cir- 
culated the spring of life throughout the whole sys- 
'tem to its farthest extremities. Mr. I. opposed the 
idea of removing at a wider distance from the centre 
these extremities. 

It was not, therefore, (continued Mr. I.,) in any 
or in all of these considerattons, that could be found 
support for the annexation of Texas. But tbey 
were told that we needed this vast extent of virgin 
•oil of Texas for the production of the great staple 
of the world. Did not their southern friends tell 
them that a great evil of the times was the over- 
production of that staple? And were they goinc 
to annex a country to us in order to swell 
the tide which . should waft to foreign lands 
the OTe^prodtlction of an article already abund- 



ant, and which tbey so loudly complained 
hardly compensated for the labor and expense of iu 
production at present? But, besides, wnat did we 
know of this country with raferenee to its fertility 
and power of production? Mr. I. spoke of a con- 
versation he had reiSently held with a ^ntleman — 
a man of education and of experience in the world 
— who had lived for eighteen months on this very 
soil of Texas — who had given him to understand 
that Texas was so much covered with swamps and 
marshes, that its rivers were so shallow, bc^nning 
with its western river ( the Bravo) and running over 
to the Sabine itself, and that this country was so 
little capable of relieving iuwlf from the effects of 
these marshes and swamps, that the very produc- 
tion of that staple in the quantities that were prom- 
ised was a matter of very great doubt; ana that 
Mississippi was worth many to one more than Tex- 
as itself in regard to the production of cotton. And 
when they talaed of prairies, why the prairies of 
Indiana, of Illinois, the prairies of our own West, 
(as we had that happy and glorious West at this 
moment^) were worth thousands of the prairies of 
Texas. Mr. I. referred to a work recently publish- 
ed in that country as confirmatory of these views of 
his informant. 

In reply to the argument thatthe deserts bordering 
the Rjo Del Norte would form an impassable barrier 
into the country, Mr. I. proceeded to say that 
there were not deserts there such as were found in 
some parts of Asia and Africa. There were here 
oases p laces where there would be the means of 
establishing military positions, whence those inim- 
ical could make enoroacbmenis into the neigh- 
boring civilized territory. 

In one of the communications made by the Presi- 
dent of the United Slates to the Senals during the 
hat summer, one of the reasons (said Mr. I. ) for the 
annexation of Texas was the attachment of our 
brethren of Texas to this particular country and 
Union. Mr. I. said no word of disparagement 
■gainst them or any of them; some of them he knew 
■ad beliered to be men of honor and integrity. But 
when those who had gene into a foreign country 
partly with and partly without laws, and had 
made an abandonment partial or exclusive of 
their native country — when they came forward 
at this time and alleged to us that they ought 
to be admitted into theUnion, because of their at- 
tachment thereto, he should not be over anxious to 
act in •• important a matter to oo«|>ly wkb their 
temporary wishes. They had gone there seeking 
their fortune, attaching tnemselves to a particular 
sttue of things then existing, and likely to exist for 
centuries; they had chosen their position and coun- 
try; they had that position and country. And if 
there had been one or two administtationt at a 
period that had sought the return of Texas to a 
connection with the United States, among other 
things, to relieve the hardships of those who had 
abandoned their former homes, what would be aaid 
of those subsequent administrations of Jackson and 
Van Buren, in which no calculation or desire fbr 
reannexation, or rather of aimexation (for at that 
time, the English language, copious as it was, had 
not furnished such a wora as "reannexation") had 
been manifest; but on the contrary, a scrupulous 
determination to maintain an entire neutrality with 
reference to Mexico and Texas, and to abstain from 
interference in their afiairs? No; there was nothing 
more in that argument than in the others to which 
he had adverted. What, then, he asked, was the 
argument to sustain this? 

Here Mr. I. was cut off by the expiration of his 
hour. 

Mr. PAYNE next obtained the floor. It was 
not his purpose (he said) to entertain the House 
with a fourth of July oration upon this oecasion. 
He believed that the proposition under considera- 
tion was one susceptible of argument; and, so far as 
he was capable, he should confine his remarks on 
this question to aigument alone. He took this oc- 
caaon to remark tSat he should not descend to the 
argument of negro-breeding to which the gentleman 
had alluded who had just tucen his seat. He thought 
this question arose above every consideration; it 
was a great national question, and in that light he 
proposed to consider IL What experience the gen- 
tlemen might have had in the sciencs of negro- 
breeding, it did not become him to speak on this 
occasion. 

It occurred to him that, in the examination of this 
question, only three or four points were to be con- 
sidered; and if they could be decided affirmatively, 
this whole question was settled- He bad hoped that 



some gentleman would have preceded him who 
would have examined these points as presented by 
the representation of the opponents of the annexa- 
tion of Texss in the Committee on Foreign Relar 
uons. He underatood the speech made by the gen- 
tleman from Massadiuselts, [Mr. WmrHaor,] a 
member of that committee, when the report of the 
majority of the committee was presented to the 
House, to be a sort of manifesto under which the 
opponents of the annexation of Texas were to tally. 
The gentleman, however, who had preceded him 
had taken occasion to allude only to one aigument 
of the gentleman. 

The gentleman iVom Massachusetts had said that 
to annex Texas was a violation of the conslitation; 
that it was contrary to national law, and that it 
would be dishonorable to the nation, and inexpe- 
dienu 

These were the positions assumed by the gentleman; 
and it was in reply to these positions he mtanded to 
speak. In regard to the power of this government to 
admit new States into the Union, he simply proposed 
to refer to a clause in the constitution whicA settled, 
as he thought, that question. The clause to which 
he alluded was in tttese words: "New Slate* may 
be admitted by the Congress into this Union." It 
was true that this power conferred on Congress was 
attended with certain limitations, which an: 
"but no new State shall be formed or areeted 
within the jurisdiction of any other Slate; nor 
any State be formed by the junction of two or 
more Stales, or parts of Slates, vrithout the con- 
sent of the legislatures of the Slates concerned, 
as well as of Congress." We do not design, said 
Mr. P., to interfere with any of the limitation* pre- 
■o'ibed by the constitution, but to admit Texas into th* 
Union, in virtue of the power given in the first mem- 
ber of the clause. The power here ^ven was ex- 
press and clear. There was no limitation in that 
power which applied to Texas. Now, it woultl 
perhaps not be amiss, in the examination of Ihi* 
quesUon, to go back to the be^iimine of the gorsnt- 
nient, and look into the motives which led to Ih* 
adoption of this clause in the constitution. It would 
be remembered that, after the revolution whid sev- 
ered the connection between this country and th* 
British crown, there was a strong desirs on th* part 
of a majority of the people of this country to annex, 
under one form of government, all the British ptov- 
inbes— Canada and Nova Soolia as well a* the old 
thirteen Slalsa — and fat this reason the clause w«* 
ftiseited. It was not necessary to dwell longer on 
this part of the subject, because, in regard to It, the 
constitution was clear and express. But the gentli- 
man, in his manifesto, said that it was contrary to 
national law to admit Texas as a member of this 
Union. Now here he must be pardoned for looking 
for a few moments at the position which gorem- 
ments occupy in regard to each other. He qioke, 
of course, of sovereign and independent goTem- 
ments, as he trusted ho should demonstrate T*xa* 
to be before he took his seat. 

According to national law they occupied the Mm* 
positions in regard to each other that individuals did 
towards one another in a state of nature; and in ftct 
national law was natural law. An individual in a 
state of nature had a right to perform any act ne- 
cessary for either of two purposes. One was, to 
preserve his own life, the other to perpetuate and 
perfect his existence. An individual in a state of 
nature might rightfully deprive another of life in 
self-defence, for the reasons above given, and it 
would be denominated justifiable homicide. H* 
had a right to perform any other act necessary for 
self-preservation, and to perfect his existence, pro- 
vided he did not interfere with the lights of oUiets; 
which he should show, in the course of his remark*, 
was not intended to be done in the admianon of 
Texas into the Union. 

He would here also remark that govenuMM* 
were composed of integral parts — the loss of eithar 
of which would injure the whole; and that, there- 
fore, it was necessary to preserve all lbs paits fl«M 
mutilation, in order to preserve the whole. Now, 
was the annexation of Texas necessary for atdier 
the one or the other of the objecu he had mentionad? 
Was it necessary to preserve the integrity of the 
Union in all its parts, or was it necessary to p*rftet 
and perpetuate this Union? There might b* diftr- 
ences of opinion on this subject. Some raiUemen 
might entertain the opinion that neither tCs on* nor 
the other was necessary; but he was clearly of 
opinion that they were all essential to the presenrap 
uon and perfection of our Union. 

No one acniwiBied with the geographical fontioit 
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of Texas, could ftil to see that iu annexation to the 
CnioB was important, not only to our pea«B, but ab- 
solutely necessary for our permanent security. 

Mr. P. here described the geographical position of 
Texas, and the dangers to which the poesession of it 
by a hostile foreign power would subject the soutK- 
west, and parlicuEurly the cities of New Orleans and 
Mobile-HeaUo showed the importance of the acquisi- 
tion of that country to enable us to keep in check the 
thousands of Indians located on our western border. 
In short, the possession of Texas by a hostile for- 
eign power — England, for instance — would enable 
her to send her emissaries among the Indian tribes, 
and stir up an Indian war on our borders that 
would extend from the lakes to the Sabine. 

He then went on to show that it was the duty of 
the goTemment to provide against these dangicrs, 
and, not waiting till the continfency actually arose, 
provide in anticipation against it. The next ques> 
tion that presented itself was: Is Texas a free, sove- 
reign, ana independent State, and as such, compe- 
tent to treat with us for her admission into our con- 
ftdeiacyf On this part of the subject, Mr. P. went 
into an exeunination of the history of Texas, its con- 
neetion with the Mexican confederacy, and its final 
separation from it. The constitution of Mexico, as 
it existed in 1834, was, with a few exceptions, pre- 
cisslysimilariotkatof the United States; and on look- 
ing over that constitution, be found that one of its last 
clauses was, that it could never be abolished. It 
was a republican form of government; and under 
that form of government Texas and Coahuila, as one 
State, were admitted into the Mexican confederacy 
on an equal footing with the other Stales. Previous 
to becoming a member of this confederacy, Texas 
adopted a eonstitotion, declaring herself a free, sover- 
eign and independent State, independent of Mexico, 
and independent of any of the other States of that 
confederacy. By admitting Texas, therefore, into 
that eonfaoeiacy, with this constilution, Mexico a*- 
•anted to the independence, sovereignty, and equali- 
ty of Texas; and entered into a solemn contract 
with her to respect and defend that sovereignty and 
independence. The constilution tmder which she 
became a member of that confederacy, therefore, be 
came a contract wliich, once entered into, there was 
no power in either of the contracting parties to ab- 
rt^te. Now, did Mexico change the form of gov- 
ernment existing in 1634, when Texas was sd- 
asitted into her conftderacT? If she did, it was a 
violation of the contract, and released all the other 
Ghalas from its obligations. Mr. P. then took a re- 
Tiew of the history of Mexico, showing how Santa 
Anna had overthrown the constitution, destroyed 
the <edsral government, and established a central 
despotism in its stead. This, he said, was admitted 
by Mr. Rejon, tlie Mexican minister himself, in his 
late correspondence with Mr. Shannon. Now be 
knew of no way of understanding this question 
better than by assimilating it to our institutions. 

Suppose a usurper was to rise in this couotnr, 
and, with an armed soldiery, was to surroimd the 
ballolrboxes, and driving those from the polls who 
were not willing to support him, thereby secure the 
election of a Congress devoted to his will: suppose 
that Coneress, elected by such nefarious means, was 
to abolish our glorious constitution, and establish a 
central government in its stead: would not, in 
such a state of things, every Stale in the Union fall 
back on its original sovereignty? and would they 
not be all absolved from their obligations to the 
government' Undoubtedly ther would; and so was 
Texas, under a like state of things, absolved from 
her obligations to die government of Mexico. 

Mr. P. here went into an examination of ths laws 
of jfialions as applicable to the case^ laid down in 
Valtal, eslabliahing tfao fact that Texas was free, 
sovereign, and independent; that as such she enter- 
ed into the Mexican confederacy; and bemg abaolv- 
ad from that compact by the iauli of Mexico herself, 
WM now free to. treat with the United States, who 
vrere in no wise bound to consult with Mexico on 
the subject. 

Something had been tii of the injury to our 
commsrea by privateen under the Mexican flag; 
but let them do it if they thought proper, and on 
their h ea ds be the responsibility. Our security was 
in our own right arms. 

But again: was it expedient to annex the two 
countries? What did Texas propose to surrender 
to us? She proposed to surrender to us her sot- 
ereigntr over all of her public property of every 
Una wMttver, and for woat oonsideiation? It was 



proposed to give her |10,000,000, and nothing more. 
Perbape it would not exceed |7,000,000; but beyond 
f 10,090,000 they could not go. Look for a mo- 
ment at the land which she proposed to surrender. 
On this subject he was governed by a report made 
by the General Land Office of Texas to the govern- 
ment of that country , and he found there was of Texas 
unappropriated land, which would be surrendered 
forUie«10,000,000, aamuch as 136,111,337 acres. 
Take this at 7} cents an acre, and he asked the 
American people — for[he would not ask the House^ 
if It was not cheap enough. Then, as a matter of 
dollare and cents, it was advantageous. But there 
were various objections to the acquisition of this 
territory. One alleged it would increase the sta- 
ples of the country, and thus be injurious to our- 
selves; while it was represented as a land of mo- 
rasses and swamps; and while blowing hot ard 
cold, there might possibly be some bewildenneDt in 
relation to the price; but if it were so productive as 
to be injurious to our staplee, surely 7i cenU per 
acre was as small a price as it could be reasonably 
expected to be ceded for. He had no hesitation in 
saying that it was as good as our own public 
domam which we sold at |1 25 per acre.- at which 
price the land to be ceded by Texas would be worth 
1170,139,158 75; and this would be purchased for 
110,000,000 only. He would ask gentlemen if they 
ever expected to annex Texas on terms more favor- 
able as re^rds dollars and cents. But there were 
other considerations connected with this question 
which ought not to be overlooked. The country 

f reposed to be ceded was capable of sustaining 
,000,000 of souls; for it was an immense country, 
rich in all the elements of production. Now, sup- 
pose that 5^000,000 of souls in Texas produced as 
much per head as the people of the valley of the 
Mississippi: what would oe the annual product of 
that country? Why, |SOO,000,000 per annum. 
This was an enormous agricultural production, 
and there was no doubt of production equal to the 
valley of the Mississippi, for the ground was 
of equal fertility. Then suppose that one-third of 
this enormous sericultuial product was exchanged 
for foreign produou and brought back into this 
coustry : what would be the restut? Why, it would 
create an importation into this country of new 
wealth to the amount of $166,666,666. Then look 
at the amount which would thus be paid into the 
public treaiMfr, even at a very low rate of dutjr— as 
low as any on* desired to impose— strictly a reve- 
nue duty of 30 per cent. What would be the annu- 
al amount thus placed in the treasury? $33,333,333,- 
SO. He would again ask the House if, by the ex- 
penditure of 110,000,000, they did not pay a paltnr 
sum for all these advantsges. But there were still 
othera resulting from the annexation of Texas. 
But there were still othen resulting from the annex- 
ation of Texas. To the West it would furnish ths 
finest provision market in the world: to the 

Xand bagging and hemp interest it would 
d a ma%t surpassing all othen; to the 
manufacturing interest of the country it would fur- 
nish a home market which would be superior to all 
other (ections of the southern States. Then ad- 
dressing himself to the question as one of pecuniary 
interest and he found it was irresistibly forced upo>n 
them. But if they did not annex Texas to this 
Union, hosr would the manufacturing interests be 
affected? Thev could not expect Texas to remain 
stationary. She would enter into alliances of a com- 
mercial character. She was obliged to do it. And 
what would be her firat step? It would be to enter into 
commercial treaties wiih Great Britain on principles 
of iVee trade; and when that was done, oe appre- 
hended, owing to the peculiar poaition of Texas, 
she would berame the importer or nearly all the sup- 
pliesfor the valley ofthe Mississippi. They could not 
prevent it. Look at the vast nvere of the Missis- 
sippi, and he asked how could they prevents system 
or me trade along the whole valley of the Missis- 
sippi, provided a treaty of commerce should be 
entered into between Great Britain and Texas? The 
whole sjrstem of collecting revenue by this country 
would be changed; and he would now ask tha man- 
ufteturing interest if they did not see wliat weighty . 
inducements annexation affords? But, to his own 
section of country, he (Mr. Patmb) believed it 
would give political security. He knew that an- 
nexation was opposed on the ground of slavery. 

The honoiabw gentleman was pfooeeding in the 
diacnssion of this topic, wlien the fiJlin^ of the 
Chairman^ hammer annoonoed tlie txpinttionof 
hisalloted hour. 

Mr. WINIHROF next obtained ths floor, 



whereupon the committee roee and reported pfo- 
gress. 
The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. WENT WORTH: The peUtion for • U(ht4ieaM 
and harbor «t LitU« Fort, Lake county. IDlooii, froialhs 
citizen! .thereof: refetied to the Committee cm Com- 

"bt Mr. HERRICK: The peUtionof OUiHayfonl. and MS 
othen. for • port route from Britton'e MiU«, In the town of 
Livermore, through Centon end Peru, U DUfleld village, 
ell in the county ol Oxford, Meine. ^^ 

By the SPEAKER: The petMoB ofClaia H. Pflra, wMow 
ofthe late General Zebnlon Montgomery P&e, piayinc to 
be placed on the penalcn roll ofthe United Statu. 

ByMr. BLACIiWELL: The peUtiOB of Jacob Moore, 
praying the refunding of certain moneva paid Car MdUaa 
LoMa: referred to the Committee of Clalma. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The petition of Widow Anna Oreea- 
man, praying for a peniion: leferred to the Committaeoa 
Revolutionary Feniiona. - _ , , „ 

By Mr. JA.MESON: The petition of Daniel Oaensat, 
praying for a penalon: referred to the Committee on teva- 
id Penaiona. 

By Mr. RATHBON: The petitioa of Margaret Corwfa. 



{iisying for a peniion: referred to the Commlttoe ob Revo- 
uuonary Peniiona. . _ . _, . 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petiUonof Staphan Weetea 
andtr othen, of BloomOeld, Maine, aU legal veten, agaUBt 
theannexationofTexaa, at unoonititulional and Iseqiedl- 
ent. Al»o the peUUon of George F. Cooke and othen. of 
Augnata, Maine, Bgaiut admitting Tezai ai aelavabsiding 

By Mr.PHffiNIX: The peUUon of ths hairs of CaptM. 
Winans for commutation of pay. 

IN SENATE. 
MoNDAT, January 6, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT pre tsm. laid before the Seoata 
a communication from the Secretary of the S enate, 
reporting, in compliance with the acts of Congress, 
the names and number of clerks employed in hia o^ 
fice, and their salaries; and also ahowmg the man- 
mer of the expendiuire of the contingent fund of 
hia office: ordered to lie on the Uble, and be printed. 

Also laid before the Senate a eommunieation fiom 
the War Department, transmitting siatemanU and 
reports of expenditures from the contingent fbnds of 
that dquutment and its various oflices and bureaus, 
prepared by its several disbursing agente, to tha 
30th June, 1844: ordered to lie on the table. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication fh>m 
the Treasury Department, furnishing, in eoo^UaMS 
with a resolution of the Senate, certain infbraMtion 
relative to the constniction of iron steamefs for the 
revenue service: ordered to lie en the table. 

Also laid before the Senate a communicatisn &am 
the Navy Department, transmitting, in comfdianee 
with the act of Congrees of August, 1842, a report 
of the names and number of cletks employM in 
that department, and the amount of salary they re- 
spectively receive: ordered to lie on the table. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication from 
the Navy Department, transmitting a statement of 
the conungent expenses of the ofioe of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and the bureaus in that depart- 
ment, for the year ending 30th September, 1844: or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented resolutions of the 
legislature of New Hampshire, instructing tbe sen- 
atora and requesting the 'representatives from that 
State to use their exertions to procure the adoption 
of such measures by the general government as 
will, in their opinion, best contribute to eflStot ths an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States; and asssrt 
and maintain our rights to the Territory of Orepw: 
ordered to be printed, and refbrrcd to the Committss 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial fVom tha 
county court of the county of Jasper, Missouri, 
praying the passage of a law allowing that county 
a pre-emption right to a certain trea of land for the 
use of said county: referred to the Committee on tb« 
Pubbc Lands. 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial from the city 
oouncil ofthe city of Galena, pmving for a grant of 
land to aid in building a city and marine no^ntal: 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also preeented resolutions adopted by ths general 
assembly of the State of Illinois, instructing the sen- 
atora and requesting the representatives fVom that 
State to procure the passage of a law makingappro- 
priatioB of money for the speedy oompletion mOte 
national road in that State; whiui wei* raad. 

Also resolatioBS from the same source, requesting 
the senators and rqirsssntativea from that State to 
introduce and advocate a bill appioprialiqg alternate 
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aecUona of land for lix miles on each aide of the Al- 
ton and Mount Cannel, and Ahon and Sbawnee- 
town railroads, for the purpose of completing the 
■aid roads; which were read. 

Mi. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
Greeory Thomas and others, owners of the New 
Ton pilot boat Washioifton, prayin|; indemnity for 
injuries incurred by a collision with the United 
States steamer Colonel Harney, on the Sd October, 
1844, at sect: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Also presented a memorial from the Society of 
Friend* of New York and Vermont, treating of the 
subject of slavery, and remonstraUn; against the 
annexation of Texas to the United Stales. 

The memorial having been read, the question of 
reception was raised, and it was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following resolu- 
tion; in support of which he said the Postmaster 
Oeneial had received authentic information of the 
vorkii^ of the penny-post system in England, 
whicb It was desirable should be laid before the 
Senate before action was had on the post office bill. 
Tlie resolution was adopted as follows: 

R—ehri, That the PoatmMter 0«n«nl be raqneited to 
commiuiicat* to the Senate any Informatioo of an authentic 
chancier, whJch he may have received lince the com- 
■aenoeaient of the preaent aewion of Congreu, fllnitretive 
of tha opention or the Britiah post oHlce lyitem, and the 
eAet upon it* ravennea of the raduced rates of poatage. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a 
nnmber of citizens of Washington county, Fennsyl- 
Tuiia, requesting Congress to pass a bill, without 
delay, for the proper organization of the Territory 
of Oregon into a Territory of the United States: re- 
ferred to the Select Committee on Oregon. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the Board of Trade of Pittsburg, and a great num- 
ber of citizens of that place, settuig forth the ^eat 
importance of the commerce of the Mississippi and 
ita tributary streams; stating that there are now em- 
ployed on that river and it* tributaries more than 
500 steamboats, of a tonnage, in the aggregate^ of 
185,000, and annually navigated by more than 
20,000 seamen; and that the estimated value of the 
property pwMing thereon is $S20O,O0O.0O0. They 
•■lean appropriation for the fmgroyemenl of those 
creat riven, and Mr. B. expressed the hope that 
they would not ask in vain: referi«d to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CHOATE presented the petition and papers 
of Albome Allen, asking the allowance of his claim 
for building for the government, in 1843, a revenue 
boat for the district of Nantucket: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition from J. E. 
Pelham, and 100 citizens of the counties of Inde- 
pendence uid Searcy, Arkansas, praying for the 
establishment of certain mail routes in that State: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Poat Roads. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from Thos. 
Johnson and a number of citizens of Ohio, asking 
for the passage of the bill now before the Senate for 
the establishment of the Smithsonian institution for 
the increase and diffusion of knowledge among men: 
ordered to He en the table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial from 
Edward R. Tyler, representing himself as the pub- 
lisher and editor of a periodical work called the 
New E^glander, representing that postage on works 
of this character is very enormous, and praying for 
its reduction: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial from 
the West Feliciana Railroed company, praying for 
the remission of duty on certain railroad u'on: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BEATON presented a petition of captains 
■ and owners of steamboats, pilots, engineers, and 
others, direcdy interested in the navigation of the 
western rivers, praying that a canal may be con- 
structed around the fidU on the Indiana side of the 
Ohio river. 

On motion by Mr. B., the memorial, with the 
names of the petitioners, as they are practical men, 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a memorial from Gen- 
eral N. T. Knickerbocker and S200 others, citizens 

of county. Now York, praying the passage 

of the bill fortheestablishmentof the Smithsonian in- 
stitution: osdered to lie on the table— the bill being 
now before the Senate. 

Alao, a memorial from Wm. W. Woodworth, 
of Hyde Pack, New York, the adminiatntor of 



Wm. Woodworth, praying for the passage of a 
law extending for seven years the privileges here- 
tofore granted by patent to the deceased: referred to 
the Committee on Patents. 

Also, a memorial of Thomas Beveridgeand other 
citizen* of Washington county. New York, against 
annexation and against slavery. The quesuan of 
reception being raised, it was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files the petition and papers in 
the case of the administrators of Phillips. 

Mr. BAGBY gave notice of his intention to intro- 
troduce several bills, the titles of which were not 
heard. 

On motion by Mr. SIMMONS, it was ordered 
that the memorial of Robert Perkins be withdrawn 
from the files and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

POSTAGE BILL. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back, with sev- 
eral amendments, (which were ordered to be printed) 
the bill reducing the rates of postage, to limit the use 
and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and 
to protect the revenues of the post office depart- 
ment. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. NILEIS gave notice that be would to-mor-l 
row ask leave to introduce a bill for the admission I 
of Texas as a Stole into the Union, and for other! 
purposes. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Commitlee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, the bill authorizing the making of per- 
manent contracts for carrying the United States mail 
on railroads. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Asahd Brain- 
ard; which was read, and erdered to a second read- 
ing. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill tore- 
peal the act for ihe better organization of the district 
court of the United States, in the State of Louisiana, 
and for other purposes; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, an leave, iatrodueed a bill 
relating to revenue cutters and steamboats; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which was referred the 
petition of Pierre Chouteau, jr., and 'others, report- 
ed a bill to confirqi the title of a tract of land, in the 
Territory of Iowa, to the legal heirs and assignees 
of Julian Dubuque, deceased; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading, and the report accom- 
panying to be printed. 

Mr. BREESE, on leave, reported a bill allowing 
a drawback on foreign merchandise exported in 
original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in 
Mexico; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBif RY presented two series of resolu- 
tions, adopted -by the legislature of New Hamp- 
shire—one in opposition to atarififfor protection 
merely, and not for revenue, against the tariff act of 
1842, and recommending its repeal or modification; 
the other concerning the imprisonment of Thomas 
Wilson Dorr, and denouncing Ihe course pursued 
towards him in Rhode Island; which were read, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Joseph Ramsey; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, it was 

Reiolrid, That the Committee on Military Aft'aira be 
instructed to inqnire into tha expediency of conjtmctin^ 
and eitabliafaing permanent bairacka at or near the Paas 
Christian, upon the Oulf of Mexico, and witliin the State of 
MisaiBsippi, sufficient to accommodato such portions of the 
army of^the United States as have been usually ordered, or 
may b« heralter reqnired, to resort there, for anmmer qnar- 
tera, to precerve their health, or for the furtherance of other 
military objacta. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee, on leave, introduced 
a bill for the relief of Hugh Wallis Wormley; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 
On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, it waa 
Ruohnd, That tha Committee on Naval ABUn be in- 
atruoted to ioquiie into the expediency of continuing the 

fienBion bentofoia granted to the child of Fiederick A. 
aeon, late a paaaed midahipman in the navy of the United 
States, who waa lost with tha United Mates aehoonsr Sea 
I OoUinsj(«l* offCsp* Horn, tn the year I8W. 



On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the bill for the 
relief of Mark Simpson was taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, amended, reportea to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, like action was had 
on Senate bill 54 — title not heard. 

Engrossed bill entitled an act for the relief Mary 
Reeside, administratrix of (he last will aad testamvit 
of James Reeside, deceased, was taken up, read the 
third time, and passed. 

The bill fur the establishment of the Smithsonian 
Institution was postponed till to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the previous 
orders were postponed.^and the bill providing for 
the appointment and regulating the pay of engi- 
neers and assistant engineers in the revenue service, 
was taken up, considered, and ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

The bill for the relief of Miles Bang coining up 
next in order, and involving the question of ground- 
ing a claim on the verdict of a circuit court. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN— who remarked 
that the senator from North Carolina, [Mr. H«T- 
wooo,] opposed to this class of claims, was not in 
his seat — it was passed by informally. 

The next thing in order was the Senate bill enti- 
tled "A bill increasing the pay of certain officers of 
revenue cutters while serving in the navy of tbe 
United Statte;" which was taken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and certain amendments re- 
ported by the Committee on Commerce w^re 
adopted. The bill was then reported back to the 
Senate, and the amendments were concurred in. 

On the question whether any further amendment* 
were to be offer ed, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN called for some information 
on the subject It seemed to him that officers in the 
revenue were always considered in the civil service. 
He wanted to know upon what grounds the pro- 
visions should be made for them, or why they 
should be entitled to consideration, as in the naval 
service? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON explained that it some- 
times, but very seldom, happened that case* occur- 
red when it was found advantageous to the govern- 
ment to employ the revenue cutters and their officers 
as,.aasialanta in the naval ssrvice; and whenever this 
occurred, the revenue offibers in charge of the cu^ 
ters were not only put under the eontrol of the na- 
val service, but employed in performing other and 
different duties than those required in the revenue 
service. In such cases it was deemed reasonable 
and just that they should have an increase of pay 
while so employed — not an increase to the amount 
paid officers of the same grade in the naval service, 
out barely sufficient to compensate them for the ad- 
ditional duty. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired whether this law 
would not have the effect of inducing persons in the 
revenue, where their services were most important 
and necessary, to change into the naval service. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought no such effect had 
resulted from the geseral law, in existence since 
1799, empowering the President of the United 
States to employ revenue cutters in the naval service 
in cases of necessity. 

Mr. ARCHER inquired of the chairman of the 
Naval Committee what was the foundation of the 
law authorizing the President to make such transfer 
from the revenue to the naval service. 

Mr. BAYARD said that he would lefbr to the 
original law, and make the explanation required. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON believed that the law wa* 
foimded in the consideration that the revenue cut- 
ters, being vessels of lighter draft and better forecast 
service than vessels of war, could be advantage- 
ously employed in the naval coast service in time of 
war, or upon cases of emergency; and hence the 
President was authorized to transfer their services 
whenever the Navy Department found it necessary 
to call for them. 

Mr. WOODBURY pointed out that it was' a mis- 
take to suppose this law converted their revenue 
cutters into vessels of wtu-, or their officers into 
naval officers. They were only to be temporarily 
employed in the naval service, and when the occa- 
casion ceased, they reverted to the revenue serVica. 
It seldom happened that they were required to be 
attached to the naval service longer than a couple of 
months at any one time. 

Mr. BAYARD, having referred to the original 
law of 1799, recited it* provisions, and then eic- 

{ilained, that the bill now under consideration mere- 
y was intended te provide for a temporary increase of 
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par ton t^iDMllnnoant upon the rate* already 
paid to the officen of the revenue. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON read the law of 1799, and 
than itfeted that the present bill made no addition to, 
or ^leialion of, that law, but merely supplied its 
omiaaion to authoriza a just and reasonable increase 
of jmy for increased aerrices. 

Hr. DAYTON said, if he understood the bill, it 
not only proposed this increase of pay proapectite- 
ly, but retrospectively; and he was at a loss to con- 
ceive why the 31st of December, 1835, should be 
£xed upon in preference to any prior date for its re- 
troapeclive action. The general law, it appeared, 
had Men in existence since 1799; and what was to 
prevent revenue officers employed in the naval ser- 
vice oecaaionally, from that time to 1835, from 
daimini' this increaae, as well as thoee so employed 
from iSsto the present time? To make any dis- 
tinction would be invidious and unjust. He was 
oppoaed to this retrospective provision; and, unless 
it was stricken out, should vote against the bill. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that the year 1835 
w«t fixed upon to include the cases of officers of the 
Mvenua employed during the Florida war in the 
naval service on the coast of that Territory. The 
bill originally was rroorted (some two or three 
■eeaiona back) specially for the relief of those offi- 
oeia who had memorialized Congress on the sub- 
ject. The committee, in considering this matter, 
conceived a proviaion ought to be added to the spe- 
cial bill, which would make iia operation general in 
future, which was the origin of the second or pro- 
qMctive section. Thus the Senate would see that it 
waa not the prospective section that formed the 
foundation of the bill, but the special claims of rev- 
enue officere, transferred to the naval service, and 
their co-o peratin g, occasionally, since 1835. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not profess to be eon- 
veraent with these matters, but it appeared to him 
very plain that persons appointed to the revenue 
service, took the employment well satisfied with the 
salaries allowed them, and subject to all the contin- 
Keneies of the service. If it waa one of those con- 
tingencies that they ahould, under Ota direction of 
the President, occasionally cooperate with the na- 
val service, how could they possibly have any 
claim for an increase of pay, growing out of the ful- 
filmsBt of that conditioa? Why shoald they expect 
to be considered naval officers, or to be paid like offi- 
cers of the navy? &uch waa no part of their engage- 
ment. It seemed to him that, to rank captaina of 
revenue cutters with captains of the navy, or to pay 
them as captains ofthe navy are paid, would be a 
dangerotu mnovation. He was entirely opposed 
to tM retrospective provision of this bill; and unless 
it was stricken out, ne should vote against the whole 

DAYTON moved to atrike out the second 
section, (containing the retrospective provision.) 

Mr. HnNTINQTON bad no fiirther intereat or 
solicitude concerning this provision, than that sug- 
geated by the good policy and justice of remune- 
Mting public officers fairly for the services required 
of them. He recapitulated at considerable length 
the (acts and grounds on which the provisions of the 
bill were framed, and ur^ed the propriety of retain- 
ing the second dauae as it now stood. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that the proposition, so 
far from being to rank or pay these revenue officers, 
as officers ofthe navy, was merely to increase, by a 
very small amount, their salaries while temporarily 
eo-operating in the naval service. For instance: 
a captain of a cutter, in the revenue service, 
is ahready entitled to f 1,200 a year; and the bill pro- 
poaes to make his salary ^1,600, while co-operating 
with the navy. First lieutenants to have $1,300^ 
•econd lieutenants $1,100; and third lieutenants 
|1,000. Now this was very different from the pay 
w the naval service, where the lieutenants on 
service have |1,800 a year. 

Mr. DAYTON had no special objection to the 
first section ofthe bill which related to the prospec^ 
ive increase of pay, as stated by the chairman ofthe 
Committee on Naval Affairs. But he had the 
strongest objection to the retrospective section, and 
couldiiot support the bill unless it ^vas stricken 
oat. 

Mr. BAYARD observed that the special papers, 
memorials, Ac, on which the bill originally was 
founded, had been that moment handed to him; 
and in order that he should have time to look them 
over, he would suggest the propriety of passing over 
the bill informally, and letting it come up again in 
its regular order, when he should be better prepared 
ta ucplato the matter. 



'^•. 



The further consideration of the matter waa ac- 
cordingly poatponed. 

Several communications from the executive de- 
partments were read by their titles and laid on the 
table; the question of printing, with respect to some 
of them, being referrM to the Committee on Print- 
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'he bill for the relief of Asa Andrews next coming 
up in order, as in committee of the whole, it was 
read, when, it being found that it involved the same 
principle as the bill for the relief of Miles King, 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, it waa, in conse- 
quence of the absence of the senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. Hatwooiti postponed. 

The foUowine bills than came up in order, and 
were respectively considered, and ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time, via: 

A bill to consolidate and amend the acts in rdation 
to the pensions of widows and orphans of naval offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines. 

A bill declaring the assent of Congress to the 
State of Illinois to impose a tax upon all lands here- 
after sold by the United States, from and aAer the 
time of auch sale. 

A bill to confirm the survey end location pf claims 
for lands in the Slate of Mississippi, east of the 
Pearl river, and south of the 31* of north latitude. 

A bill to relinquish the reversionary interest ofthe 
United States in certain Indian reservations in the 
Slate of Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. DAYTON, 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT, January 6, 1845. 

Mr. R. SMITH asked leave to introduce resolu- 
tions of the legislature of the State of Illinois, in- 
structing their senators and requesting their repre- 
sentatives in Congress to use their influence to pro- 
cure an appropriation for the speedy completion of 
the Cumberland road; which bemg objecteil to, waa 
not received. 

Mr. HAMMETT moved to suspend the rules, for 
the House to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. ' 

Mr. HALE asked the gentleman to allow him 
first to introduce the resolutions of the legislature of 
New Hampshire, relative to the subject aadtfrcon- 
sideratiod in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. SMITH said he ahould object, unless the 
same privQege was extended to him of presenting 
the resolutions of Illinois. 

TEXAS. 

Mr. HAMMETT accordingly persisted in his 
motion, which was put, and carried; and the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Honnia of Virginia in 
the Chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution providing for the reannexation of 
Texas to the Union. 

Mr. WINTHROP, who had the floor, after some 
preliminary remarks, observed that the gentleman 
fitim Pennsylvania [Mr. C. J. Ingebioll] had 
called on him for arguments, and waa particnlarly 
pleased to caution him against mere declamation. 
He would have been better pleaaed if the gentleman 
had given him an example instead of a precept, and 
if he had given him something in favor of this meas- 
ure better than a string of hold assertions. The 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr Pavni] was also 
equally anxious for argument, and opposed to dec- 
lamation. That gentleman, when he addressed the 
committee, said that he was not obout to entertain 
them with a mere 4th of July oration; he waa for 
nothing but argument. Now, whh great deference 
to that gentlemen, he would say that this was an 
occasion on which nothing better could be offered 
than a 4th of July oration. When gentlemen were 
forgetting their own country, and their own consti- 
tution, and flew off to foreign lands and foreign in- 
terests, it seemed to him that some reference to the 
4th of July, aome remembrance of the days of our 
fathers, when Massachusetts, Virginia, and South 
Carolina were bound togetlier by united councils, 
by equal hopes and hazanis, in the glorious enter- 
prise of establishing the freedom of the country, 
would be appropriate and useful. It seemed to him 
that some remembrance ofthe opinions of our fathers, 
and particularly their opinions as to what coristilutes 
the area of freedom, and some of their opinions 
about slavery, too, would be peculiarly necessary 
on this occasion. 

One of the greatest complaints made by our la- 
thers ofthe rcToTation against the British government, 



was that it considered slavery a good and a biasing, 
that it had refused its assent to acts of the oolonies 
for its suppression; that it reprimanded the governor 
of South Carolina for having given his aawot to 
one of those acts. It seemed to him that arguments 
on this question more particularly belonged to those 
who mamtained the aninnative of the propositioii, 
and not to those who were opposed to it. It was for 
those who contemplated so momentous a change in 
our system — who were for running off for foreign 
lands and foreign alliances — it waa for those who 
sought to jeopard the peace and union of the coun- 
try, in order to find a more ample theatre for their 
transcendental patriotism, to furnish aiguments to 
sustain them. It was for them to make out their 
case. It was for them to show the policy of ibe 
act, and to point out the precise terms in which it 
was to be consummated. For us, (said Mr. W.,) 
who desire no change, who are content with Uie - 
country as it is, and with the constitution as it is— 
whose whole policy looked to the aggrandizement 
ofthe country by internal developments, and notbj 
foreign acquisitions, we want no aiguments. It u 
only necessary for us to content ourselves by sitting 
quietly in our seats, and answer, as the old barons 
of England did, nohimus Uga Au;lia mutari. Sir, 
(aaid Mr. W.,) we have the conatitulion. That con- 
stitution is one of limited powers, and of specific 
grants of power. That constitution contains the 
clauae that the powers therein enumerated shall 
not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people; and it also contained the 
clause that the powera not thereby granted are re- 
served to the States or to the people. 

Now it was for those who contended for the an- 
nexation of a foreign territory, to ahow that the 
power they attempt to exercise is contained in the 
grant It was not for them to rely on the feeblneas 
of those who dissented from that proposition, but 
to seek for arguments to support tneir own cause. 
He waa not at all astonished that the frienda of this 
measure should have desired to throw off the load 
of argument from their own shoulders, and im^ioae 
it on their opponents. Having tried all the means 
in their power of reconciling the difficulties amoojg 
themselves in regard to the accomplishment of this 
measure; having tried the ultima ratio of a letter 
from the Hermitage in vain, the old Roman cement 
havine lost its binding force, their last hopes were 
that the blows of their enemies might, more suc- 
cessfully tlian the love pats of their frienda, knock 
their project into some shape that would render it 
acceptable to all. It seemed to be supposed by them 
that some ai^ti-elavery feeling would manifest itself 
ia the course of the debate, in su£h sudden and 
violent outbunts as to compel certain southern 
membere to give their votes for thia measure, or 
their States to send other membere here in their 
plaees next session, who would be more complai- 
sant. For himself, he waa not disposed to minister 
to this feeling. Though he had no hesitation ia 
saying that one of the grounda of hia opposition to 
the annexation of Texaa was, that it would result in 
the extension of slavery, and if his hour held out, 
he should treat it in connection with the question of 
slavery, yet he would do it in entire deference to the 
constitution of the United Slates, which he wu 
sworn to support, He should do it with the entire ad- 
mission, which no northern statesman has ever with- 
held, that so fhr as slavery exits in the States of the 
Union, this government hud no right whatever to 
interfere. 

It was impossible for him to realize the fact that 
this subject was actually before the House for dis- 
cussion. The introduction of a vast foreign naiion 
into our boundaries — the natnrolizstion of sni;if 
thousands of Toxiana, ns well as Mexicans— t'i( 
introduction of 25,000 sla^'es into the Union-in d(S- 
ance of tlie constitution, which prohibits it — ilie 
admission of a terri'.ory not only of a size sufficimi 
to create two or three new States, but of a capaciiy 
to disturb the orbits of all the other stare, and drive 
them into a new centre towards other sunn, and nil 
this, too, by one simple act of legislation, was a thinj 
so monstrous as almost to exceed belief. What vm 
it! It was a measure devised by a Chief Maeistra'c 
who was not the choice of the people, but who wss 
the Chief Magistrate by acsident, for his own ambi- 
tious views. It was reacted by the Senate, after 
mature deliberauon, and a thorough discussion; and 
it was now brought forward, after an hour's con- 
sultation in the Committee on Foreign Affiiirs, and 
was to be passed with as little consideration as was 
ordinarily bestowed on an act to grant » salary or 
create an office. 
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He however obserred thot he did nnw begin to 
feel ■ome aympathy with the people of Texaa, who 
had been deluded and betrayed by false pretences and 
promises. Where was the promise which the Presi- 
dent of the United Slates dared to give to the people 
of Texa* at the outset of this negolialion?— that 
promise which the President of the United States 
oared to give, that, if the treaty was entered upon, 
two-thirds of the Senate would ratify. But he 
would no longer discuss this matter. He saw it 
was beginning to be a sore topic. Th£ chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs admitted that 
there was now some fear of annexation if there 
Aould be much longer delay: there were some pei^ 
sons in Texas who appeared to be changing tncir 
minds; and so they were here not only to get the 
■ttrt of our own people, but to pass a snap judg- 
ment on the will and judgment of the people of 
Texas. He (Mr. W.) did think there was some 
naetion on the subject of annexation; and hence, he 
repeated, be began to have some sympathy with the 
people of Texas 

He then proceeded to state his grounds of opposi- 
tion to the passage of these annexation resolutions, 
on which this debate in Committee of the Whole 
was based. He said, aa he had said on a previous 
occasion, that the whole scheme was unconstitu- 
tional in substance and in form; that it was contrary 
to the lav of nations, and was a violation of the 
food faith of our own country; and, in his judgment. 
It was eminently calculated to involve this country in 
an unjust and dishonorable war. He also objected 
to it on account of its relauon with domestic slavery. 
He was one of those who utterly denied the au- 
thority of this government to annex a foreign State 
to this government by any process short of an ap- 
peal to the people in the form which the constitu- 
tion prescribed for its amendment. He also read 
an extract from the of\-quoted letter of Mr. For- 
syth — which set forth doctrines that were held^ 
by the whole of Mr. Van Buren's cabinet—on' 
the question of annexation, which he said contained 
not one word approaching a pretence of any right to 
reannex Texas. That latter admitted that the ter- 
ritory here in question went beyond that territory 
which was ceded by France in 1803, which treaty 
had been quoted here so often as a precedent on 
which to rely as a justiflcatioti for this proposed 
•equiaition of territory. There were, if he under- 
stood them, gentlemen who claimed here to be 
guided by precedent, while they refused to be guided 
by precedent on any other question. They rejected 
the idea that the signature of Washington and of 
Madison to a bank of the United Slates had settled 
a precedent of its constitutionality; and they hailed 
the return to the sub-treasury system as a return to 
that original constitutional purity from which it had 
been perverted by Washington and Madison! Yes, 
a restoration by Jackson and Tyler of constitu- 
tional purity from which Washingto.i and Madison 
had departed! If the old Roman orators of which 
they r«id could look into each other's face without 
laughing, he could not conceive how some modern 
gentlemen could do so. They denied the constitu- 
tionility of a bank of the United States, of a tariff 
to protect and encourage domestic industry — they 
demed the force of precedent in every other instance, 
but they relied on the precedent which they found in 
the cession of Louisiana. Now, he was no de- 
spiser of precedent, especially such precedents as 
were afforded by the early cabinets, for which he 
had the most deferential respect; but he could not 
understand this disregard of precedent in all other 
cases than this annexation of Texas, and such a 
precedent as the cession of Louisiana afforded. 
Why, they knew that Mr. Jefferson, in his letter to 
Mr. Breckenridge, acknowledged that they were 
doing an act which went beyond the constitution. 
, And lie read an extract from a letter written by Mr. 
Jefferson, in which he expressed the opinion that 
the limits of the United States were fixed; that 
the constitution of the United States was mode for 
the territory so limited; and that he could not believe 
but that the intention was not to permit Congress to 
admit new States which should be formed out of 
new territory not included in those limits. Mr. 
Jefferson did not believe that Congress had such 
power: and who did believe it? There were com- 
promises in the constitution; and he would here take 
occasion to say that Massachusetts had been falsely 
chaiged with a design to violate those compromises 
because she had thought fit to submit a proposition 
to amend the constitution. 

He made some further observations on tliis point, 
and on the equipoise given in the conlMeracy by 



the free and slave States, and of a design now enter- 
tained to give slavery the preponderance; and went 
on, as was understood, to say that the annexation 
of Texas would be such a change of the country as 
would require an alteration of the constitution. 
There was a power by which every State had a 
right to say if It would enter into new compactii in 
the same way in which they said whether they 
would enter into that which now binds them to- 
gether; and if any thing appealed to Slates rights it 
was this question of annexation. He (Mr vfrn- 
THFOp) dealt out no threats against this Union; they 
were the abundant product of other soils than of 
Massachusetts; they loved the Union, and were 
content to abide by it; and in support of this asser- 
tion he read an extract from the recent message of 
Gkivemor Briggs, and added, in the name of Massa- 
chusetts, let the day perish, let it not be joined to the 
days of the year, nor come within the number of 
the months, when it shall be said, let this Union be 
dissolved. If, however, there was any act which 
would absolve them from their allegiance to that 
sacred instrument, the constitution, it was this pro- 
posed act for the annexation of Texas. 

He next proceeded to his second proposition, that 
this project was an unconstitutional inform as 
in substance. And here he read an extract from 
Mr. Oallatin to support the position he had as- 
sumed. He said the constituuon provided a l<^s- 
lative and an executive power, providinga treaty-ma- 
king power of the executive and the Senate of the 
United States; and while such a power existed, the 
resolutions now on the table of tnis House had no 
sort of right to be there. This House had no au- 
thority to miOce treaty compacts with foreign pow- 
ers. This House might be called upon to carry out 
treaties made by tlie treaty-making power, by the 
appropriation of money, and in other ways; and here 
gentlemen might differ as to the obligation to carry 
out the provisions of the treaties already made; but 
so far as respected the making of treaties, the exei^ 
cise of that power was alone with the executive and 
the Senate, which could alone advise and consent to 
such matters. It was the doctrine of the constitu- 
tion that one third of the States — and those might 
be even the smallest, might forbid alliances 
with foreign powers. The functions of this House 
began and ended with domestic legislation, and yet 
here they had a plain and undisguised proposition 
to enter into alliances with another nation, by means 
of a treaty which had been rejected by the treaty- 
making power. He knew the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs had omitted the word 
treaty, and had taken care to use the word "se.tle- 
menl," and "Texas consenting;" but it related to 
laws, and lands, and persons, out of our territory, 
and therefore it belonged to the treaty-making 
power. He here made some allusions to the re- 
marks made on a preceding day by Mr. Belser of 
Alabama, and remarked that the very essence of the 
treaty- making power was a contract with a foreign 
power. 

Mr. Calhoun himself had laid down all this matter 
with more clearness and emphasis, even, he thought, 
than Mr. Pinckney, to whom the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. Ingerioll] had alluded. 

Mr. W. here read several extracts from a speech 
of Mr. Calhoun on the question of commercial trea- 
ties, in which the doctrines were laid down "that 
Congress cannot make a contract with a foreien 
nation;" that whenever ordinary subjects of legisla- 
tion can only be accomplished by a contract with a 
foreign nation, they pass from the jurisdiction of 
the legislature to that of the treaty-making power, 
&c., &c. 

In this argument of Mr. Calhoun, (said Mr. W.) 
there is an unanswerable objection to this whole 
business now before them. 

Mr. W. said if he had the tiMe he would allude 
to the precedents quoted by the gentleman fhim 
Alabama [Mr. Belser] in support of the authority 
for legislative contracts with foreign nations. One 
of tlie acts to which the gentleman had referred, was 
simply an act taking possession of Louisiana, after 
the treaty had been negotiated and ratified. An- 
other was a resolution for taking possession of 
Florida, from which Mr. W. read to show that it 
provided simply for the temporary occupation of 
said territory, and at the same time declared express- 
ly that the territory remained subject to future stipu- 
lation. Such were the examples referred to by the 
gentleman from Alabama to sustain this monstrous 
assumption of power on the part of the legislative 
body! 

With reilnence to this matter of "reonnexation," 



there was mighty force in a syllable. If the friends 
of Texas had shown as much of the mortttr in modo 
OS of the/ortiter in re, it would have entitled them to 
much more respect This little word "re" wi» 
about the only matter in question. 

Mr. W.'s remarks were here terminated by the 
expiration of his hour 

Mr. DOUGLASS was sncceasfiil above manv 
competitors m obtaining the floor. Before proceed' 
ing with his remarks, he said he would renew the 
proposition he had at first made, as an amendment 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Weixer,] by offering the whole series of his re*o< 
lotions, with the preamble, as an amendmsot to the 
amendment. 

Mr. COLLAMBR raised the question of order, 
whether it could be done. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was competent 
for the gentleman to modify his resolution into the 
form which he preferred. 

Mr. DOUGLASS proceeded with hi» remarks. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts who had just 
taken his seat [Mr. Wikthrop] had seemed to con- 
sider it incumbent on the friends of the annexation 
of Texas to the Union to deal altogether with argu- 
ments, and to show thereby that they had the right 
to do what they proposed, and in the form which 
they proposed; whereas he claimed entire exemp- 
tion on the part of their opponenu from dealing 
in argument; but that it was sufficient for them 
simply to content themselves by saying "no, no," 
to everything they proposed. Mr. D. admitted that 
it was incumbent of the advocates of this meaaura 
to sustain it by argument, and he would not com- 
plain of their opponents for taking the course the 
gentleman had marked out for'them, for he candidly 
believed that,berore the discussion tenninated,it would 
appear that, for them, discretion was the better pert 
of valor, and that the best course for Ihem would be 
to content themselves with perpetually saying "No, 
no." 

One word in relation to the origin of the Texas 
question. The gentleman from Maasachusetu had 
been pleased to tell them that it had been devised by 
a President of the United States not elested by the 
people; and the gentleman had passed censure on 
the President and the hero of the' Hermitage for the 
interest ondTeal they hadnnnifested on thni ques- 
tion of annexation. Mr. D. denied tliat the acci- 
dental President of the United States had the credit 
of originating the project of the annexation of Texas 
to the Union. The honerable gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Adams] could assert a claim to that 
honor, founded on the fact that when President of 
the United States in 1825, he and his secretary (Mr. 
Clay) proposed to annex Texas to this Union, and 
offered millions of dollars in order to secure tliis 
valuable acquisition. Mr. D. briefly reviewed the 
history of the action of the government with refer- 
ence to the annexation of Texas, noticing first the 
renewal of the attempt by Mr, Adams in 1827, 
when it was proposed to rennnex Texas under the 
existence of all tliat state of facts which the oppo- 
nents of the measure now brought forward as con> 
elusive evidence that it could not be done consistent- 
ly with our treaty stipulations, and the faith and 
honor of the government. Then, Texas and 
Mexico severally were revolted colonies to 
Spain, their independence not acknowledged, the 
war then raging; and while that war was 
continuing between Mexico and Texaa, as revolt* 
ed colonies on the one hand, and Spain on 
the other, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
and Mr. Clay had twice attempted to reannex Tex- 
as, and then adopt the unconsiituliontd war which 
they were told so much of. Yes; he took the fiicts 
from the oflicial State papers of our country; and 
on these facts he denied the credit to Mr. Tyler of 
having originated this Texas hobby for the purpose 
of making political capital. 

He also referred to the fact that one of the first 
aetsof General Jackson's administration, following 
the footsteps of his illustrious predecessor, was the 
order of General Jackson to Mr. Van Buren, his 
secretary, to instruct our minister at Mexico to 
make a contract to reannex Texas — to offer some 
five millions of dollars for the accomplishment of 
this great and useful object; and to say that the 
fact of the pending war between Spain and Nfsxieo 
would be an inducement to be urged upon Mexico 
why she should accept the fire millions of dollars 
in order to take that money and urge the war more 
vigorously against Spam. When thalproposition 
was made by Mr. Van Buren in 1839, Spanish 
troop* were yet in Mexico; war then cxiated: 
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and the doeumenta reftrrad to showed dit &et 
And atill our country tried annexation under theae 
ciicamataneea ! A|;ain: in 183S, General Jackson 
and Mr. LiTineston, his Secretary of State, and in 
1835 Cieneral ^ckaon and Mr. Forsyth, his Secre- 
tary of State, reneved the proposition. Yet, in the 
-tcry'filee of these state documents, they were told 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Wor- 
HHwr] that the whole scheme had been devised by 
m President not elected by the people ! It occurred 
to him. (Mr. D.,) at this moment, that he might have 
dene toe |enlleman [Mr. WiHraaor] injustice. It 
was possible, inaamuch as the gentleman fiom 
Massachusetts [Mr. AoAHtldid originate the meas- 
ure that his coUeaeue [Mr. Wimtrrof] had refer- 
Ted to him, [laughter,] when he had said that the 
■eheme was originated by a President not elected 
by the people. [Renewed laughter.] If so, he 
Ihooi^t It unjust in the gentleman to make such an 
•llHSion: if made with reference to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, he thought it ought to be re- 
•Mtedj if it was not made to him, it was not sus- 
taiMd by the ftcts. 

Before proceeding to the main argument, Mr. D. 
propoaed to touch upon another topic, that had been 
aUudad to both by tae gentleman from Massachu- 
setts and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. 
R. IxeBUOu.,] to wit, as to the western boundary 
of the state or Texas, or of the original colony of 
Louisiana, with reference to the &ct whether 
this question was one of annexation or of rsan- 
nexation to the Union. In so far as the merits 
of the call were concerned, Mr. D. acknowl- 
edged that he deemed it immaterial; but he wished 
to exhibit it so far as tbe truth was concerned. 
It would be found, by looking into the records of 
the time, that, in the communication addressed by 
the honorable gentleman from Masmchusetts [Mr. 
Apami] to Don Onis, in 1818, it was stated that the 
first settlement ever made in the country between 
the Sabine and the Rio del Norte, upon the Ghilf of 
Mexico, was made in 1685 by La Salle-, under the au- 
thority of the French government. They find it 
also taece stated that the settlement thus made, in 
connection with the settlement previously made on 
the Mississippi and Illinois rivera by La Salle and 
Hennepin, formed the basis of the French colony 
under the title of Louisiana; that that title remained 
with. France from the time of the settlement to 
- 1768vWhsn it was trsosCerred by France to Spain. 
In 1800, it was rseedcd by Spain to France, in vir- 
tue of the treatyof St. Ildefonso; sgtdn it was held 
by FVsnoe to 1803, when it was ceded to the United 
Males. It was true, in all these cessions of the 
Lo ui sia n a colony no boundaries were defined; but it 
was also true that, by the treaty of St. Ildefonso, it 
was conveyed by the extent and boundtu-ies of the 
original territory of Louisiana, as it was also con- 
Te^ with the same extent and boundaries in 1803 
to the United States. Then, if they could ascertain 
what the original boundaries of Louisiana were, 
they f^d out where the western boimdary of the 
United Suxtes was under the treaty of 1803; and 
hence they found out whether it was now a question 
of annexation or of reannexation. 

It was sufficent for him to say, on the authority of 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, that 
Ftanee had always contended, when the territory be- 
longed to her, that the boundary was west of the Rio 
del Iforte; aliw, that while Spain held possession of 
Lonisaana, imder the treaty from France, there was 
noson to beliers that Spain regarded the Del Norte 
as the boundary, from the fact that while Spain 
held pos s ession. Lopez, the geographer to the King 
of Spain, made a map, and marked the Del Norte 
as the boundary; and from the additional fact, that 
a geography was also published about that time bv 
another distinguished feogrepher in Spain, which 
made the same statement. 

Theae facts, taken with others to be derived from 
the records before him, showed clearly that the 
Del Norte was the western boundary of the territory 
of Louisiana; and hence the western boundary of 
the United States under the treaty of 1803. 

Having shown that France had always so re- 
nrded it when she owned the country, and that 
^lain had always so regarded it when she owned 
the_ country, he now proceeded to show that the 
United States had always regarded it in like manner. 
For this purpose, he referred to the fact that Mr. 
Pinckoey and Mr. Monroe had asserted to the 
French government, that the title of die United 
Slates to the Del Norte was as perfect as it was to 
the island of New Orleans; that Mr. Monroe again, 
in 1816, «ated that the United States had never 



doubted it; and, further, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Adam>,] in 1818, in a letter to 
Don Onis, took the same ground, and repeated the 
statement of Mr. Monroe and Mr. Pinckney, that 
our title, as far as the Del Norte, was as perfect as 
our title to the ialaod of New Orleans. 

But he wished here to notice one more point made 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. Discover- 
ing, OS the gentleman had had done, that all the evi- 
dence was against him as to the point of the Sabine 
being the true boundary of Louisiana; that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts must be convicted of er- 
ror by reference to the historical facts of the case, 
the gentleman had asserted that that qaestion had 
been previously settled by the act of 181i2, estab- 
lishing the Sabine as the boundary. Did not the 
fentlemao know that that act did not purport to 
efine the boundary between tbe United States and 
Spain? On the contrary, Mr. D. referred to the 
act to show that it only made the boundary of the 
State of Louisiana, leaving the rest of the territory 
to be organized into territories as Coneress shall 
direct. If the gentleman insisted that uat act did 
fix the boundary between us and Spain, by the 
same construction it was inevitable that that por- 
tion of the act fixing the northern boundary of the 
State would make it the northern boundary of our 
territory on the west of the Mississippi, and thus 
would exclude Arkansas, Missouri, and Iowa from 
the Union. 

Again: he wished once more only to pay bis re- 
spects to the gentleman from Fennsylvcnia. The 
fentlemao said tbe act of 1813 did . establish the 
oundary between Spain and the United States, and,^ 
by that act, that we lost Texas, and not by the 
treaty of 1619. If this were so, it furnished them 
with an instance in which the Congress of the 
United States had contracted with a foreign nation 
on the subject of boundaiy, without referring it to 
the treaty-making power at all. And thus it proved 
to them that Congress had the power to sell our 
country to a foreign nation, and of co'irse, that it 
had the power to buy it back again; which annihi- 
lated his own objection that Congress had no power 
to buy foreign territory at all. 

He now came to the consideration of the treaty 
of 1803, by which we purchased the territory of 
Louisiana, extending to the Rio del Norte, and in- 
cluding Texas. In that treaty was inserted an arti- 
cle [the 3d] declaring that the inhabitants Of the 
ceded territory should be admitted into onr Union, 
as soon ss possible, on an equal footing with the 
other States, and that they should be protected in 
the enjoyment of their property and their rights 
and privUeges, and especially in the exercise of 
their religion, That verytreaty, which the gentle- 
man admitted included Texas, contained a solemn 
pledge that the whole of the territory, including 
Texas, should be admitted into tbe Union, and that 
the inhabitants thereof should be protected in the 
enjoyment of all their rights; and yet, in defiance 
of that solemn pledge, the treaty of 1819 told 
Texas and the people of that conntry to a foreign 
despot, and converted American citizens into the 
serfs of a foreign despotism, depriving them of their 
religion, and of all their rights and privileges, in vio- 
lation of the solemn ple£e, and of the fhith and 
honor of the naUon. '\^re there not here some 
materials for the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
who had just taken his seat, [Mr. WiHTHRor,] to 
dwell on the height of philanthropy, and his zeal for 
the extenaion of the erea of freedom. Might he 
not here well exert his eloquence to extend to them 
the protection of the government in the enjoyment of 
their religion, and their rights and privileges, and tn re- 
deem thepledge that was violated by the treaty of 1819? 
But the gentleman said, that although the treaty of 
1819, dia violate the treaty of 1803, yet, ina.4mudi 
as this government ratified it, we thereby lost all 
right and title to Texas. He admitted that fact, 
and admitted it with humiliation. He admitted that, 
by our own fault, we had lost all right or pretext 
of right to that fine country. He applied to this 
case the strict principle of law, that no nation, 
more than an individual, shall be permitted to take 
advantage of his wrong. Hence he set up no claim 
of right to the possession of Texas. Yet at the 
same time he set up the principle though we had, by 
our own fault, lost all right, we had not freed our- 
selves from the 'obligation to redeem the pledges 
given by the treaty of 1803. We were still bound 
to fulfil the stipulations of that treaty, and bring the 
people of Texas into our Union, provided they de- 
mand of us the fulfilment of the pledge there given. 
Ten* had demanded the fulfilment of that pledge; 



and if we desired to maintain our reputation for 
honor and good faith before the dvilized wotU, we 
were bound to fulfil it If he had the time to span, 
he could show that, within three months after the 
signature of the treaty of 1819, the peojde of Texas 
assembled together in solemn council, and put fonh 
to the worid a solemn proteet against being stdd to 
the king of Spain, and pledging Siemsehree never to 
acknovnedge the validity of the bargain. He gave 
that statement of facts as he found it in Nun's 
Register. 

Mr. D. next took a view of the great commercial 
advantages that would result from the annexation 
of Texas, and pointed to the great and increasing 
market that would be opened liy it to our northern 
manufactures; and also pointed out the security that 
would be afibrded by obtaining better boundaries 
than we now have, and thus avoiding collision with 
foreign powers. He then, in reply to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, went into the question as 
to the power of this government to admit foreign 
States mto the Union, or to annex foreign territory 
to it. The gentlemcm (he said) had takoi high 
ground, and met the question by refusing to argue 
It, though he required argumenta firom the friends of 
the measure. Those who were opposed to the an- 
nexation of Texas seemed to have adopted the plan 
of raising up objections, of suggesting difficullics, 
and of keeping the friends of the measure employed 
in removing them, so that they would be prevented 
from going into ihe main question. They had 
found that the people were against them on that sub- 
ject, and that they had expressed their will men 
unequivocally in favor of the annexation of Texas 
than on any of the issues that were presented for 
their consideration. They therefore were reluctant 
to argue the question on its merits, and'preferred a 
discussioj on collateral issues. 

He agreed with the gentleman from Massscho- 
setts that, if we annexed Texas to the Union, it 
must be done consistently with the constitution, and 
he was satisfied that Congress had the constitutional 
power to do it. In regard to the power to annex 
foreign temtory to the Union, he had only to call 
the attention of gentlemen to the foct that, in the arti- ' 
clss of the old confederation^ there was a proviso that 
Canada might be admitted into the Union as a matp 
ter of right, whenever she asked it, and that any 
other eoieny might be admitted withthe consent of 
nine Statea. What other colonies were alhided ui 
The old thirteen States were included ia ihe con- 
federacy, and therefore none Of them could have 
been alluded to. But gentlemen said that the coloDin 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, were alluded 
to, but he would ask if Florida could not have been 
admitted under that article. It certainly was the in- 
tention of the fnmers of the confedeFscr to admit 
foreign Slates into the Union if they could get Bins 
States to vote for it. Mr. D. went on to show that 
after the confederacy, the power of admitting fbreign 
States into the Union was not restricted by the con- 
stitution, but enlarged by it. Propositiona to restrict 
the admission of foreign States into the Union were 
made in the convention which framed the constita- 
tion, and were rejected; after which the convention 
adopted the clause giving Congress the power of 
admitting new States into the Union. What else 
did they do? .They struck out the proviso requirinf 
the assent of nine States for the admis- 
sion of new States, and inserted the proviso thst 
Congress might do it. They also voted down the 
proviso requiring two-thirds, and provided ihatCoa- 
gress might do it by the votes of a majority. Mr. 
D. then referred to the treaties of Louisiana and 
Florida, to show the power of Congress to acquit* 
foreign territory, and to the admission of Louisians, 
Missouri, &c. into the Union, to show the power of 
Congress to admit territory so acquired into ihe 
Union as States. Mr. D. then went into an rxpUf 
nation of the powers of Congress to pass sudi Isws 
as are necessary to carry the powers given by Jk« 
constitution into effect, drawing; a distinction be- 
tween the grounds of indisjwnsable necessity, »i 
held by the democratic party, and the lalitudinanan 
doctrine of convenience and expediency, as held by, 
their opponents, contending for the constittitionslitjr 
of the admission of Texas on the former grounds. 

He did not pretend to say that all the 'incidental 
powers were properly derived from the enumerated 
ones; but he did say that, in relation to all these 
questions, there was no express power in the con- 
stitution for their exercise. Congress, said the con- 
stitution, might admit new Stales into the Union; 
and it was now ' conceded that it included Texas; 
Congress might, therefbrs, make such hwa as wen 



Digitized by 



Google 



COJVGRESISIOJ^AL C^1.0B£. 



PUBLISHED BY BLAIR AND RITES, AT ONE DOLLAR PER SESSION, IN ADVANCE. 



88tb Cono 2d Skss. 



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1845. 



VoLun 14....Ne. 7. 



[Contimud from Mo. 6.] 
f^V and proper to aidinit new StatM. The 
faotlci' ' from Manachuwtta [Mr. WnrrBSop] 
told ih im that the aequiiition of territory waa a coq- 
traet with a foreign nation, and aU contimeta with 
foreign nations were tieatus, and belonged to the 
traatjr-making power; but he (Mr. Doooi^ata) ap- 
pealed to the Hodee if anch a poeiiion waa tenable. 
He apprehended that oU eontiacti with foreign n«- 
tiona wei« not treaties. Congreaa cotild Mrrow 
money, ^the power was a general one. Congtess 
eoald borrow money from a bank, an individual, or 
s foreign nation. To borrow money from a foreign 
nation waa a contract, but it was not a treaty withw 
the meaning of the constitution. - The constitution 
said Congress may aAmit new States into the Union: 
Congress might, therefore, exercise the powers 
necessary to carry that proTision into effect. There 
were, however, sevetal Mrays in which territory 
could be acquired; one was by treaty, and anotlwr 
waa by act of Congress. The acquisition of terri- 
tory was an incident of the law-making power. 
Another mode of acquisition was by discovery, ahd 
another still by conquest; but when new States were 
admitted, the constitution said it should be by Con- 
gress, and by Congress alone. 

He was one of those who believed that there was 
nothing to fear from the acquisition of fVeemen to 
the States of this Union, or of territory to this re- 
public; and while he would not violate treaty stipu- 
lations in any resoect, or the laws of nations, he did 
say that he would use all legal means to extend the 
territory of this republic fnun the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific, and drive from this continent the last vestige of 
any foreign power. 

Here the Chairman's hammer foil, to warn him of 
the expimtion of his allotted hour. 

Mr. CLiNQMAN next obtained the floor, and 
said it was not his intention to enter into the consti- 
tutional argument in relatipn to the annexation of 
Texas at the present ifane. He knew nothing was 
to grow out or this diacassion; for he undersuod it 
was only intended to make political cufiui for the 
seuthcm elections. He ahoold therefore treat it on- 
its real, Mi4 not on its assumed merits.' K«tlteB«ii> 
teied into a review of themeaaniesofthelastsea* 
sioiLmore particularly the action of the House «b 
the 95th rale, which had now been repealed in si- 
lenee. He next referred to what he aUe^ed were 
iooonsistencies of the democratic party on the sub- 
jects of the tariff and of Texas, ana then made soma 
comments on the donocratie nomination of Mr. Bir- 
nsy in Michigan, and his national nomination by 
the abolitionists. 

Mr. C. further named, as adventitious advantages 
which the democrtusy had enjoyed at the recent 
election, the support of foreigners, and particularly 
of Catholic foreigners — the aid of the present "aces- 
dental" administration, which, among its other 
levies on its officers to further the cause of demoo- 
Kcy at the late election, had raised |15,000 in the 
custom house at New York alone in three assess- 
ments. 

All these thines had not been sufficient to brii^ 
about the desired result; but as they (the demo- 
crats) had known that the constitution provided no 
mode of testing the legality of an election, and that 
whatever volts cime in would be counted, they 
had determined to secure a fufficif'nt nomlicr of il- 
legal votes to turn the scale. Mr. C. said the 
Crst demonstration was at the Maryland elec- 
tioo; that in Baltimore fifty men had been 
convicted of double rotmg — who were w*re every 
one democrats, and who had been pardoned by hn 
Amioeratic excellency Gov. Thomas. He next 
came to New York, where he said 7,000 foreigners 
bad been naturalized by their opponents during the 
last year, many of whom had not been in the coun- 
try SIX months. 

Mr. LEONARD here interposed for the purpose 
of explanation. The statement, he said, was entire- 
ly without foundation. 

Mr. CLINQMAN declined to yield the floor on 
accountof the shortness of his hour. He had got 
his information from what he regarded a good 
source; bat if the gentleman from New York, or 
any other eantleman, could show that he was wrong, 
\ut thoold V C^ 0^ >M fo^ **> inveatigMioB of Ike 
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matter was what he wanted. His desire 
raise a committee to investigate the matter. 

Mr. C. next proceeded to speak of the "E!mpire 
Club" of New York city, and to characterize it, 
and poiticularlv its officers, as an assembly of gam- 
blets,'pick-pockets, and persons under indictment— 
in some cases under several indictments, for mtirder 
and various other crimes. This club, he sidkl, had 
followed their own avocations very quietly, until 
sogae of the dsmoerats had concluded that it might 
be mAde to flimish them with efficient aid; and they, 
in cooperation, had prepared an extensive scheme 
of &aud, double votuig, Ac He had a letter firom 
a gentlenMn assuring him that it could be made to 
appear that some had voted as many as sixteen 
times; and it was admitted, he said, by some of their 
pcuty, that they had calculated to give fourteen 
thousand illegal votee, but that they had not been 
aUe to seeure but eleven thousand. He alleged that 
it had been arraiiged that the sailors on board the 
North Carolina ship of the line, moored at tlte 
Brooklyn wharf, should go on shore and vote for the 
gentlonan represenUng &x>oklyn, [Mr. MntPHr;] 
but that, by some mistake, they had been carried t^ 
the opposite side, and had given their votes i nJM y 
Yodc; the consequence of which wyftha^M^fm- 
(leman fit>m Brooklyn was defend^sAin^is eol- 
lesgue from the New York tiiam^nScHi. 

Mr. M URPHY eddreasfed me Chair, and at- 
tempted tMflflRnopportunity for explanation; but 

Mr. CLINGMAW persisted in refusing to yield 
the floor, alleging, as reason therefor, the shortness 
of his timie. 

He further proceeded to refer to the alleged 
frauds in Albany, whither voters were said to have 
been transferred from Phihuielphia; in St. Lawrenoe 
county, which had given at the late election 1,300 
votes more than ever before; and in Jefferson and 
other counties. An investigation, he believed, 
would show the aarae stale of things in Pennsyl- 
vania, in Louisiana, (where in one parish more 
¥Mes at the recent election had been east than lh« 
whole number of inhabitant*, aooording ta die laat 
census^ and in Georgia. 

Mf. E. J. BLACJf, mterposed.and daetatad With 
emphasis'' that, with refemce to Georgia ti least, 
this was tcrtally fotse. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. He was very glad to hear 
the gentleman this denial; he had not otclared this 
aa a positive Ihct which he could vouch for, bttt 
nevertheless, he was stronriy induced to beliaveit— 
to believv that these four Suites had been lost by 
ftaud to the whigs. 

Ha had reforred to thsas things to show that, but 
for this extnordinary combination of evants, th« 
party would not have triumphed; and h« behevad 
such a result might another time be prevented. Capt 
Tyler was an accident, such as we mi^t not sea in 
100 years again; the abolitionists had defeated them- 
selves; kieh had been their course that a strong 
feeling had been aroused sgainst them, and they 
were sinking into contempt everywhere. He also 
repeated the cluvge of "British gold" baviiig been 
employed to the support of a paper in defence 
of free-trade doctrines. There might not be. h« 
continued, many of thege influences again; hut mere 
would always be some new humbug. They (the 
whigs) must therefore adopt an efficient system of 
party or^ization — not to practise frauds, but to 
prevent Uiem; and, doing this, they would triumph. 

Mr. C. proceeded to speak of the difficulties 
which he considered likely to arise in the dem- 
ocratic parly — not so much, he apprehended, 
with reference to' particular measurwi, aa to the dis- 
tribution of the spoils of office between the northern 
and southern portions of the democratic party. . la 
case the northern democrau succeeded in diis con- 
test over their southern brethren, their consciences 
would be easy, and tbey could vote for annexation; 
but in that case the larin would l>e exceedingly bui^ 
denaome to the southern portion, and Mr. Calhoun's 
going out would be the signal to them for noDificar 
tion. As to Mr. Calhoan, looking at his course for 
the past thirteen years, 'saving the time when b* 
Was in union with the democratic party. In hope at 
gtMine their vote for the presidency, whether tbny 
Tooksd at his course on the tariff, nullification, «r 
•aatution, it was praeisely tht oonrw vhieh any 



jadidons man would take warehe desinMsto brcak 
down the UmoiL and eatablirii a southam eon- 
fodeaaey. Mr. O. advamed the Qoajtettna tint Mr. 
Calhoun would be eoatiqoed for a ■saaoa by Mr. 
Polk, on the ground that he was encaged in an im- 
portant Dagotiationi an^ the i«eaa twwiatSee wooU 
be given to his foUoweia aufltcieM to aeeure "tha 
chivalrr" to the supjknrt of the adnunistration; aAer 
which he would perhaps be disposed of with a for- 
e^ mission, witn a seat in the Senate, or, Cinsin- 
natus like, would be allowed to return to the ptoitgh. 

He proceeded to eanvaas the praspacts sf the op- 
posing political pcu-lies in some of the States. He 
pronounced Noith Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana, 
and Gaorgia safe for the whigs; and he declared that 
hia party were safo everywhere. He lauocbsd into a 
denimeiation of the means used by their opponents 
in the late canvass, declaring that the democrats had 
selected^ an obscure man who could he ob every 
sid| of every question; and that, in to doing, tkejr 
haO done great injury to the eonnbry, the ftet going 
Uyliacourage manly patriotism and statesmanship. 
Qpr party, said he, have been defeated besMsa 
taey were too honest, too opeO) [bmghter] too nan- 
ly m their avowal of principle*. 

Mr. C. concluded his remarks with a highly col- 
ored eulogy on Mr. Clay, contending that the world 
did not contain a purer patriot or iik»« SidighteBed 
stateaman. 

Mr. YANCEY then obtained the floor, and on 
his motion the eonuaiuee rose and reported progress. 

APPROmiATION SILLS. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of '^ays and 
Means, reported the following bills; which were 
read ih* first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of th* Union: 

A bin making appropriations for th* current and 
contingent expenses of the' Indian dqarbnent, aiul 
for ftilfining treaty stipulations with various Indian 
tribea, for the fiscal ymr commendng the 1st July, 
1845, and ending the 90th June, 18tS. 

A bill making aj^nopijations for the payment of 
tev»l ttri e n*r y wd other i^ensioner* for thayaar end- 
ing the 30«h Jan*,.2a4& 

A bill making appnpriations 4br the support of 
th* military academy for the year eoding the SOtli 
June, 1846; and 

A bill maldiuF appropiiation* for th* serHe* of 
the Po*t Office Draartment for (he year endiur thn 
30th June, 1846. 

The following biOa, whidi were ontheir an gr ei* 
mcnt, were ordoed to be i iigtu s— d , and were read a 
third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of tk« 
■ehoon«r Sneeeas. 

A bill for the relief of Samo*! B. Folger. 

A bill for th* relief of Samuel B. Tbdc. 

A biU for the relief of William Awa«M* Atlee. 

A bill for ilie relief of George M. ^ne*. 

A bin for the relief of Danid Dean. 

AMERICAN SEAMEir. 

Mr. MoKAY, flrom the Committee of Way* end 
Means, sobmitlsd the following resolutioB; which 
'WM oonsidered and agreed ux 

lUttlMd, That the Secretary of Slate be directed to eon- 
monioate to thia H«an tU sach itSarmatiom, ia p o n eil l e a 
of the dmartBaat, ai nsy trod to shew the eaniM of th* 
iaCKSWa exiM-iiditura lor the reliaf u<l ptetectiea il 
Aaerican wenura in fofvisn roanules, witk tabnisrMste- 
menM of the smoeata oxpradMl «t the Tsikntt eensalales 
fore Mriet of ymn; thf niimlM.T of frUMa relieved at 
••ebof tbaceHolatots th« anonnl seeoanted Iwbfach 
of ths coaittb m rac«iTml by thsai an aeconut *l etnoa 
diwhannd ia (oreiai) coanMa: tefathar witit *U anek 
otlier iarocMatloa «a he may ponaaa, aad (aeb sacKCftioaa as 
1m> aiejr oCir for til* amandBeiit of Oa •ystOB nowinapeia. 
lien. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON, on leave, and in 
pursuanee of notice given, introdneed a bill for the 
rdiefZaehariah Simmons and Joaeph CruymSler; 
which was twice read, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

ADMISSION OF TEXAtt. 
Mr. MoDOWELL, ia parsuanee of notice given, 
iriKained laava and introdootd a bill admittiag th* 
tepnblie of Texaa a* a State into the Union of the 
United States of America: read twice, and rcfemd 
to the Commitiee of th* whole en tiie etsi* of thf 
UaiBB. 
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beat d«sks in the Houae. The obienration which he 
(the SrBXKBs) desired to make now wae, that the 
gentleman from North Cardinawas miataken in 
Vt» atatement which he had made, for he presumed 
that gentleman referred to'a reporter for an abolition 
paper of the name of LesTitt. 

Mr. CIJNGMAM and that waa the penon be 
alluded to. 

The SPEAKER continued to obaerre, that no 
aeat had been assigned to that person, eituer at the 
last or at the preaent session. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said he had seen the man 
aaated here; and seeing him hei« at this session, and 
knowing that he waa not hen at the laat session, he 
presumad the Speaker knew that he was here, and 
ibat he was here by pomission of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER ezpUined, that at the commence- 
meat of a session there were some 30 or more desks 
to be distribnted among the applioants, and it took 
some time to make a proper distribution of them; 
and unt3 die desks were assigned, there was no 
Older given to prsTcnt any gentleman (who waa a 
repostor) firojn entering the hidl. Bat ainca the seats 
had been assigned,' none but those to whom they 
were assigned^were permitted to enter the hall. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said he ondentood the r»- 
psTterwas expressly refiised a seat at the last ses- 
sion; but seeing him here at the present session, he 
had not expe^ed that he was here in violation 
ofthestand'nffrule of the House. As, however, 
bajui^ done the Speaker injoatice, he regretted it, 
and was happy to near this ezplaniuion. 

Hen the conversation dropped. 

THE HODHA LAND CLAIM. 
Mr.' C. JOHNSON said hevras desirous of pte- 
•eoting to the conaidermtion of the Ilouse an oc- 
currence in one of the departments of the govern- 
ment, unee the laat senion of Congress, which he 
thou^ required the immediate action of the Houw; 
and if the House would permit him to do so, he 
would now state the &CU as he had heard them, and 
as he believed to be true, and he would propose a 
remedy. 

["Leave, leave/' to do so, was heard from every 
part of the hall.l 

Mr. JOHNSON proceeded. The House would 
neoUaet that, at the last session. Congress passed a 
law authorizing suits to be brought against the 
United Btatfs, by owtain Spanish Umd claimants, by 
a revival of the ast of 16SM; that he had opposed the 
paasace of that law, for the reason that there was ao 
grouno of claim, in most eases, which those inMr- 
eased then wisbsd "to bring b^re the rourU. The 
bin bad, however, been passed, and was now the 
law. Hie claimaats In one of the cases, instead of 
proaaeuting the claim before the federal oourta, un- 
der (he law, had again presented the caae to the 
Secretanr «f the Tmannr; and the present Sacreuu 
ry had oecided in behalrof the claimants, and had 
<ttdered palcnU to iasoe, and tbat patents had issued 
under the order of the Secretary, for some fifty or 
sixty thousand acres; and that the clerks in the de- 
partment were now engaged in the preparation of 
peteala for the balance of the land, whi<£ he ud^er- 
stood woold probably exceed three hundred thou- 
sand acres, and worth to the government between 
•ne and two minions of doUars; part of which had 
been sold by the Spanish government, and patented 
long after the date of the claim now set up. The 
Umted States had aold much of the laii(( which 
was naw in the ynssrwiaa of a laige number of our 
citizens— he understood one hundred and forty or 
Ifty. Thedesuion of the Secretary, if carried Jnlo 
effect, would involve the government, as well as the 
citizens resident on the land, ia great trouble, ex- 
jiense, and loss. 

Mr. J. said that the decision of the present Sec- 
retary had struck him with great surprise. He had 
occasion to examine this chum, ssa member of ons 
of the committees of the House, some years ago; 
and if he did not misrecollect the fiu:ts, the cl^ 
had been decided against, over and over, by all the 
oficers of the government, since the purchase of 
Louisiana. The claim had been rejected origmally 
by Mr. Oallatin, the then SecreUuy of the Tieas- 
vrjj who, he had no doubt, better understood the 
land laws applicable to Louisiana, than any other 
Bwn m the naUon. The chum had been rejected by 
aU the land officers, so ftr as he recollected, and also 
very often by committees of Congress. From the 
examination which he had made, he entertained not 
a doubt, thai there not the slightest ground of com- 
plaint against the government; yet, notwithstanding 
/dl these decisions, and the bw of last session, tba 



present Secretary bad taken up the case, decided it 
at once, and given away property of the gOYemment, 
worth but little short of two millions of doL'ars. 

Mr. J. said that he had called at the departoirnt, 
aad had given a slight examination of the papers, 
but had not called for them regularly through Oie 
House, because he found that a call had been made 
for them by the Senate, and they would be in a few 
days upon the table of members, when proper steps 
would oe proposed for setting aside the decision of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and reaalling the 

rts already made; but he thought it necessary in 
mean time to prevent the further issuance of 
patents upon that decision; and he therefore proposed 
a joint resolution prohibiting the issuance of anjr 
more grants upon the decision of the Secretary, uoul 
the further order of Congress. 
He sent to the Chair a joint resolution as follows: 
Resolution in relation to the issuance of grants of 
certain lands in Louisiana: 

lUtohed by tht Stiftt and lUuu ^RipnttiUaiwnin C<m- 
rrtMi lutmbUd, Thtt the inuanc* of gnnts or other trir 
ataeet of title upon a ^anith land claim in the State of 
LouUiana, Ij'ing on & MiniHippi above New Orieani, 
commonly known as the Honma claim, Le, and the aame 
■re hereby, prohibited until the further order of Congreia 
ia relation thereto. 

The resolution was read three times and passed. 

TEXAS AKD ORSGON. 

Mr. HALE presented a aeries of resolutions 
from the legislature of New Hampshire in favor of 
the annexation of Texas and the occupation of Ore- 
gon. 

The Clerk read the resolutions at the request of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire. 

Mr. HALE moved that the resolutions be refei^ 
red to the Committee of (he Wbtrie on the state of 
the Union; and remarked that when be could get an 
opportunity, he ahould propose an amendment cal- 
culated to test the accnrtlcy of the belief expressed 
in the eighth resolution, "that the annexation of 
Texas will add more free than slave States to the 
Union." 

The motion was agreed to. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

On the motion of Mr. BAYLY, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on the resolutions lo aiuMX Tex- 
as to this Union, Mr. Hopkun in the chair. 

Mr. YANCY, who was entitled to the floor from 
yesterday, rose and nid: 

As parties liave risen or follen upon old domestic 
issues, animosities have been engendsied— preju- 
dices hnve been formed — acrimonies have been given 
birth (a, which have become so deeply seated that what 
under other eireomstanoes would have been a Mas ting , 
has become a ctirte to the country. Instead of teating 
measures by their effect upon the conntrjr, a huge 
portion of the community teat, them by their contem- 
plated effect vpoH parly. Tbia has erspt into this 
ball. Men of eminence and ability have indulged in 
it; and when I got the floor in Committee of the 
Whole on the sub-treasury bill, I designed to have 
exproned my regret that the gentleman from Ohio, 
with so searching an intellect — such powers of sar- 
casm and wit — so rich a diction and such varied ae- 
oompUshments, should have lent himself to lower 
the Miaractsr of a representative, which he appeared 
so well able to dignify and adorn. The consequence 
is, we are fast verging to be a nation of embittered 
partisans, instecul of «ilighened and generous free- 
men. In such a state it is to be rejoiced at when 
a great national question presents itself, which, 
by its towering greatness, overtops all minor issues 
— which is so well calculated to purify and elavate 
the national heart — to call into requisiuon the nobler 
qiulities of our nature — to create high hopes — to 
crash beneath its iQflv patriotism a^ unaoubted 
wisdom the contemptible machinations of the mere 
politician — to rebuke the sordid and groveling pro- 
pensities of those who know and feel no impulse 
hut such as draws them irresistibly, a mere 
bubble in the wake of partv! Such is the Tex- 
ss question. Every party has so hailed it for 
the last twenty years. Like the star which of old 
draw the shepherds' attention from their humble 
pursuits to the manger where slept the Saviour of 
thto world, does this culminate over an infhnt r^ 
public, appetding to ua as freemen to forego our 
wrang^ings, and to accomplish in harmony the great 
destiny to which our principles devote us— -the spread 
of the blessings of otv libMties. 

And this af^ieal has not been in vain. There are 
living avideiioes around ua, wboas hsarts bonndsa 
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at the first flutter of such a banner. Like to the 
Jews of old, who kept up intestine feuds during the 
interval of the Roman assaults, yet flew to the 
wall when the trump aoimded to arms, there ar« 
Some to whom this question has proved paramonnt 
to partyism. There are others who, though still the 
oartisan, yet respect the dignity of the question suf- 
ficiently to disctiss it as statesmen. Not so with 
the representative from North Carolina, [Mr. Cling- 
MAN.J With him, the extension of our institutions, 
the immense effect for weal or wo to be producoi 
upon our commerce, manufacturing, agricultural, aod 
planting interests by the measure — its great bearing 
upon our military defences — its effect upon the 
question of davery — its consequences upon the &le 
of the Union, a question now enraging the diplo- 
matic abilities of two continents—nave not suffiaent 
interest or dignity to draw his intellect or his pa>- 
sions from a research into the causes why a Mr. 
Bjmder visited the White House — why he dined 
with some other person in the city — why the sail- 
ors of Uie North Carolina voted in the 7th ward in- 
stead of Brooklyn! 

We form our estimate sir, of persons we have nev- 
er seen; and I was not, therefore, astonished at.thia 
expose of the bead and heart of the representatiTe 
from North Carolina. In the country I r»rpre»enL 
he is looked upon as a betrayer of the truat repoMd 
in his hands. But I do confess to some astonish- 
ment when I heard that representative exulting in 
his triumph over those brother representatives from 
the South whose most strenuous efforts cosid not 
retain the 35th rule, and attributing to their ntem m 
its repeal motives which every honorable man 
among tnem spurns with scorn, and which could 
only have found prompting in the _ bout of 
one who had given a stab to the institutioni 
of his own umd, and wears the garb of 
its enemy. Such an exulting cry over our 
feilure to retain one bcurier erected for the preserr*. 
tion of our property and institutions, is an iDsok 
to us in our defeat, which merits the scorn and ex- 
ecration of every honest heart in the South. And 
even with the estimate of that representative which 
I had, I was somewhat surprised to hear him re- 
count, with such apparent glee, what he termed the 
dishonesty of the Senate of Noith Carolina. Upop 
the merits of the case I can pass no verdict. Bat if 
it was aa represented, would not a truly honorabb 
heart and hi gfc t o — d intellect have shrunk from 
dragging unnecessarily, and with such apparent 
gusto, the disgrace of his native State, which he in 
part represented, before the assembled wisdom of 
the nation? It ia said that the wild deer of th< 
West will turn and gore a wounded companion to 
death. But it is a brutal instinct; and manshrinla 
fh>m laying bare the fhilings of his family. And 
what does such conduct deserve? I will not dete^ 
mine, but will refer the representative Cif ever he 
reads such a book) to that portion of the BiUa 
where Noah having fhllen naked in hi* tent, dranlE 
with wine, his son Ham exposed and ndieoltd 
him to his other brothers. They took a gannem, 
and, backing up to the sleeping parent, cast it over 
him — a mantle of charity to conceal his sitnahoa 
from prying eyes. And Noah, on awaking, 
cursed Ham, that he should be the servant of ser- 
vants throughout all time: and fearfully has that 
curse stuck to his race, who even now dwell in the 
tents of Shem and Japhet pitched on these shores. 
How the people of North Carolina will view the 
conduct of their representative on this occasion, I 
cannot say; but one thing is certain: that if ilx 
spirit of that pure and great patriot, Nathaniel 
Macon, had been hovering in this hall during the 
exhibition of the party malignity and unseemly 
aluis made upon the Old North State, and could 
have been susceptible of an earthljr feeling, that 
feeling would have been one of unmitigated uKust 
I shaU be pardoned, then, by this House, if 1 do 
not follow into the sinks and purlieus of partylhe 
representative fron; North Carolina, and shsU id- 
dress myself to the question before lu. 

In the first place, then, of the several propoaitiont 
which had been committed to the Committee of die 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Y. expressed 
his preference for that of the gMitleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. TisBATTi.] This proposition met mora 
fully his constitutional view of the subject than any 
other; it conformed to the very letter as well as the 
spirit of the constitution. He referred to the arti- 
cles of tbe old confederacy, which, he said, had been 
found to confer too few powers upon the general 

government; that they were too circumscribed and 
mited to giv« that emcisncy, energy, and scope to 
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the goTernment wbieh tbe peopl* daaired. Mr. Y. 
referred to and i«ed from tke eleventb article of the 
confederation which provided for the admiaaion of 
Ouiada into the confaderacy upon her assenting 
thereto, and for the admission of other coloniea only 
OD the agreement thereto of nine States. Mr. Y. 
vent into an examination of that part ef the pro- 
ceedings of the convention which resulted in the 
transforming the article which he had read into the 
article as it is now found in the constitution, men- 
tioning the rejection by tbe convention of the propo- 
sition of Mr. Randolph, which expressly prohibited 
the adMission of other territory than that within the 
boondary of the republic, Ac. The historr (said 
Mr. Y.) of tliis article, when they went beck ta its 
root, was that Congress, even under the articles of 
the eonfedetation, had power to admit one foreign 
Stale, and that tbe constitution beitie adopted for 
the purpose of giving a more per^ct union and 
a larger power to the government, the former spe- 
cific article had been enlarged into a genend article, 
not confined to one State, but a general, unlimited 
power, viz: "New Stales may \» admitted by the 
Congress into this Union." There was no limit to 
that dame but the good sense of the people of this 
repablic, and the cluu-acter of the State, viz: that it 
■bell be republican. This voting down the propo- 
■iiion of Mr. Randolph, and inserting the existing 
clause in the constitution, proved conclusively that 
Congress had unlimited power to admit new States, 
from whatever territory, into the Union. The prop- 
osition of tbe centlemui from Kentucky ' met this 
verjr letter, and, what was better, it met the very 
spirit of the constitution. By this proposition, we 
|K>t po s ses si on of all the territory of Texas, by 
Texas ceding her territory to us, as had been done 
by other States, and the constitntional power of 
which no gentleman could question. His propo- 
sition, therefore, it stmdc him, was perfectly within 
the purview and spirit of the constitution, and 
hence ha prefisrred it And let him say to his 
friends on this, floor, although they might have peu^ 
tiality for other propositions, and might think that 
Congress could admit territory into the Union, (as 
it was his impression they coold, and that a long 
train of reasoning could prove it,) still the power 
to admit Texas aa a State was obvious. The prop- 
osition of the gmtlemaii needed a shorter train 
of argument to support it, aad nothing but s»- 
phistry and fidlacy could deny it 

Considering the character for intdligaoce and en- 
tailed views of the cenHemaii IWmb Maasacbusetu, 
[&fr. WoiTBKop,] Mr. Y. had been perfoelty aa- 
lounded to hear him yeaterday declare that the con- 
itimtion of the cotintry was oiuy designed to operate 
upon the territory then held hy tlw people who 
formed it If it was not disrespectful to the gentle- 
man, he mtist say that that view was too narrow- 
minded for anybody who pretended to enlarged 
views of statasmanship. If it was so, where, he 
would ask, ware Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkan- 
•u.' Were they not constitutionally in the Union? 
Aod yet ^they were admitted out of territory not 
within the limits of the confederacy when the con- 
nitiition was framed. The gentleman said that the 
limits of the conftderacy were not to be extended ! 
As fiir as his (Mr. Y.'s) mding want, there had 
been only two instances where Secretaries of State 
of this government had made treaties by which the 
territory and the people of this government were 
ceded away to a foreign country, and those two see- 
retories had come from the State which the genUe- 
man m part represented. Where the limits of the 
country were drawn in, and our people were trans- 
lerred to a foreign power, it had been under the aus- 
pices of those distingnished gentlemen flt>m Massa- 
chusetts, the State which the gentleman rqpreaentsd. 
Why, sir, said Mr. Y., are ueir hearts so small, 
their viewa of liberty so narrow and contracted, that 
they held that it coiild not go bevond the oi^afines of 
the territory we ovroed when the constitution was 
framed? Or, rather, did it not rise from that old fod- 
tnl leaven which was atill existing, and which had 
been received into another party subaialing at the 
present day, with the mere chance of name? It 
mint belong to that old spirit which would impair 
the freedom of the great mass, and narrow down 
the limits of liberty. 

3. If the coiistitlitional {wiat waa aeoled that we 

could admit new States into the Union, then the 

^nly question to consider was, wluit is its bearing 

ti the national honor? I leniect the gentlemwi who 

V> this objection, (aaid Mr. Y.) The honor of 

« nation is the brignteat jewel it possesses. It is 

thamcter abroaa; and u should be stickled for 



and contended for as atrenuously as he who loved 
honor himsslf would oontand for in his own ease. 

Mr. Y. would not argue the questitm of re«nnex- 
ation. There might be some doubts upon that point; 
bat then coidd not be as to the view fie took of the 
subject. By the treaty of 1819, if we had any 
rights in Texas, we ceded them to Spain. The 
government of Spain, however, did not perfeaits ti- 
tle; for immediately aAer, the people M Texas, r»- 
frising allegiance to Spain, had risen in 
arms against her, and said that thev 
could not be ceded away aa beasts of the fiela. 
Texas, therefore, remonstrating, resisted Spain's 
taking pomesaioB.'Of her, and in that state of resist- 
ance continued till 1834; when, in connection with 
otherrevolted provineea, she formed the confederacy 
of 18S4 under the title "The united Mexican Slates." 
The rights of the people of Texas, under the treaty 
of 1803, (Mr. Y. contended,) could not be compro- 
mised without their own consent; they had not con- 
sented: that treaty guarantied that they ahould bead- 
mitted into the Union to enjoy all the rights and 
privileges of the people of the Union: we could not 
cede hCT away , nor could Spain take possession of her. 
In that view of the case sne enterea the confoderaoy 
of 1834, an unfettered power; that oonfederacy 
threw her back on her original sovereignty, and ahe 
was now sovereign. 

Even if the title by which the people of Texas 
had been conveyed by us to Spain had been good, 
Spain had not given it binding force by takine poa- 
session thereof but, on the contrary, she had con- 
firmed their independence by its recognition in 1896. 
In the formation of that confederacy, ahe had agreed 
U> articles similar to those of our conalitution; ae- 
eordinc to one of them, the confederacy waa never 
to be uasolved . But in 1834, the history of Mexico 
and Texas told thera that a military usurper did dis- 
solve them; that he drove the repreaentativea of the 
united Mexican Statea from their boll by arms; that 
he established a central military de^>otism. What 
had these abused Texians then done? No sooner 
had the confederacy been violently dissolved by the 
act of Santa Anna, than they made a provisional 
government, unforied the constitutioD of 1834 on their 
banner, and endeavored to i»-eatablisb thegovam- 
ment which she had originlly established. They act- 
ed in a mild and conservative spirit; and their conduct 
in this matter Mr. Y. referred to as containing a 
conclusive refotation of the chaises of disorganiza- 
tion and anarchy thiu had been made against her. 
Texaa having invited the citizens of Mexico to the 
defence of the constitution of 1894, and finding that 
they would not rally, did — what? She took li^t by 
our example. She, composed in great peut of tbe 
citizens of this country, whose fethers fought for the 
prineiples of '76, went to the defence of liberthr. 
lieyhad here learned that every nation had the 
right to diasolve the bands which bound them, when 
they became subversive of their liberty. 

Thrown back on her original sovereignty, whence 
sprung the right of Mexico? It was not to be found 
in the law of nations, for she never had perfected her 
title, either by arma or diplomatic poliev. Texas, 
then, was sovereign and indqiendent; ana, as an in- 
depeindent State, bad a right to treat with us. For 
eight jreors she bad gone on exercising the rights of 
sovereignty, and governing herself as an enlightened 
■ation, senoing mmisters to the civilized nations of 
the world, and forming treaties of amity and com- 
merce witA them, and even performing the highest 
act of sovereignty— that of miaking a treaty of boun- 
dary with this nation. Texas waa sovereign, and 
free to make an alliance with us, unless this govern- 
ment was estopped from doing so by some treaty 
between tu and Mexiso, preventing us from enter- 
iiig into an alliance with a nation at war with us. 
&u. Y. went on to argue that no such prohibition 
Qxisted, and contended that there had been no 
actual war between Mexico and Texas since 
^e battle of San Jacinto. The few predatory 
incursions of Mexicans into Texas since that time 
could not be called a war, they were rather the acta 
of banda of robbers, which, under the kws of nations, 
would have rightmlly subjected them, if eau^t, to 
the punishment of death. Instead of being able to 
wage war sgainstTexas, Mexico was unable to main- 
tain tianquilHty within her own borders. Tom by 
internal diaaeasions, she was scarcely able to main- 
tain her nams as an independent nation; and this 
very morning he had received the intelligence that 
Santa Anna had been deposed and baniahed from 
tbh Mt-b«~" territory. There was nothing, than, 
but a paper wan and was a great nation like this to 
•bfindon an important system of national poliejr 



vHiioh it had been pursniag for twaaty yean, for a 
miere paper war? A papcur war was no more bind- 
ing than a paper blockade, which neither the laws of 
nations nor common sense required any nation to 
respect 

If, then, the constitution and natiomd hontnr did 
not forbid the annexation of Texas, what else wsa 
to forbid it? We have been pursuing this object for 
five and twenty yem, and uirough the agency of 
some of our moat distinguished statesmen. The 
venerable gentleman fromBfassachu s etts, whsn r^ 
presenting this Union in the presidential chair, him- 
self pursued this olyect Mr. Cbty himself pui^ 
sued it; General Jackson pursued it; and if tnere 
was anythhig to relieve the administration of 
1835 and 1^ from the odium cast upon it. it 
was the ardor with which it had pursaed ihe 
project of annexation. John Tylar, foUow- 
mg m the footsteps of hia illustrious predeces 
Bors, pursusd it) aad yet, for this act, some of the 
most distinguished men or this House had casta 
stigma upon him, calling him the accidental Ftaai- 
dent, and charging him with having ^viaed the 
scheme of annexation for his own ainhitious viewa. 
The gentleman fi«m Maasochuaetta [Mr. Win- 
THaor] had done himself injuatiee in calling John 
Tyler the accidental PreaidwL 

Ask him if he voted for Ickn Tyler, and he 
would say that he did; and by that act helped to 
plase him in a position to soeeeed to the preaiden- 
tial chair, in the event of the deatfi of Geooru 
Harriaon- Did the gentleman call the deatic 
of General Harrison an aecident? No; the dia- 
pensations of Divine Providence were net ao- 
cidents, and it was iinpieas to call thoai so. 
The gendemaa, in voting for John Tyler, knew that 
he would succeed to the presidency m case of tha 
death of th« Piesideiit; and jet he called him the 
Preaidantby accident, and aaid that ha waa not the 
choice of the people. For the first time (said Mr. 
Y.) we hear from a leader of the whig party that 
Qeneral Harrison and tSi. Tyler were not the 
choice of the people; but were elected whea 
there were but two opposing tioksts; aad if they 
were not the choice of the people, how were tbbj 
elected? Aa to tha motives of the Fresidcotin rala' 
tion to the annexation of Texas, that beionted to a 
higher tribimal. 

The gentleman from Maasaeiraaetts said that the 
friends of this measure wen attempting, by preaa- 
ingjt through Coagreaa at thia tuna, to get the 
' start of tbe judgements of the American pei^. 
The genUeman usew that this question had been a 
long time agitated in the country; and that, mora 
than any other, it oeoupied the attaotion of tha 
American people during the laat preaidential can- 
vass. Wss the sudden darkenii^ of Mr. Clay'a 
prospects, afVer the issue of his Bateigh letter, no- 
thing by which to judge of the hold whidi the an- 
nexation of Texaa "hadon the public mind? Were 
the rending asimder of old and approved pat^ oi^ 
ganization— the setting aaide old fasaders, ana thp 
selection of new, no index to public aentimenl? 
Wm the total subversion of the enormous whig ma- 
jority of 1840 without power to teach a leaMn to 
an attentive and thinking observer? 

When the rhairmain of the Committee on For- 
eign Relationa brought in his report on this sub- 
ject, the gentleman camplamed that tiine hod not 
been allewed to the minority of the committee to 
express their views on it What had gen- 
tlemen been doing eversince the last session? lliey 
knew that the subject must come up at tlusjana 
yet tiiey compbined of being unprepared. What 
had they been doing since the esmmeneementof thia 
sssaion? "nieirieu grounds of complaint were that 
the subject waa started early enough to bring it te a 
successnd issue before the dose (U the sessio n . The 
gentleman apoke of his love for the constitution, 
and at the same time told tts to remsmber the opin- 
ions of our anceatota on the qnaation of riavery. 
Wasalavery theqnoation thenat iasus? Chaigea 
had been made in the State from which the genii*- 
man came, aninat Ihe Sooth aod acainat the 
Secretary of Slate in refereaoe to thia quea- 
tion, which ware but the echoea of the 
lani^iage of our external foes and internal ba^ 
tors;andone diatuaguishedgsatleniim of that State 
said, ia tefoiwea to Mr. CalhoDn's letter,' that tha 
great and powofiil government of Enghuid would 
scarcely deiga to glanee at suchptmy efforts. Tbe 
leolleman further said that thtwts of disunion be- 
long le other aoib than that of New England. Ha 
would say to Ihe tnntleman, that in no Stiite had 
diauBion bent BO (3leo threatened as in Mass*cbtt< 
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Mttcand in oo Stat* had sclieinea for Ui« dis- 
xaenibennent of our Union Inen lo often ag>tat«d w 
in that. During the war of 1613, th« eons of Vir- 
einia and Sooth Carolina were found defending thoM 
ftontier* which Maaachuiette patriotiam waa not 
■uAciandy enfaurged to eomptehend within the 
•cope of it* viaioo. Mr. Y. hen referred to 
TBnooa threata of disunion that had come from 
the New England State*, and particularly to 
the manifeato put out by certain members of Con- 
cre** at the naad of which w«* Mr. John duincy 
Adama, thrwuening a diaaolntion of the Union in 
caae Texa* wa* admitted into it. Looking at New 
England, he aaw her plain* made fertile and her Til- 
lage ipringing up by the bounties wrung ftom the 
people of the Sooth. He saw the battle-fielda of 
Lexington ai\d Bunker's Hill; but the spirits that 
ennobwd those days slept in the grave. Men were 
IMW to be found there, who, fomtful of their &- 
thers, were seeking to weaken the bonds of the 
Union, and were content to Ure on theplonder wrung 
ftom tne sweat of southern brows. They spoke of 
the effisets of slarery on the aoothem chumeter, and 
Migmatixed the southern people as shtTebteeders — as 
th**e who stdd the image of Christ Pictures had 
had been mad^ to represent the South in th* most 
odious light; and En^and, our ancient enemy, had 
been ioTited to our snores to make the South more 
moral. The effect of slavery in the aoothem char- 
acter! Though the New England man might i>e 
more keen in nia hunt after lucre, in what qualities 
of the head or heart wa* be superior to the son* of 
th* *onny South? From what dime did oar great- 
est men, and men who have enjoyed the greateat 
■hart of the oonfidence and affection* of the people, 
come? Waahington, Jefferson, Madiaon, Monroe, 
and Jackson, were all southern men, and slavehold- 

Dand yet no men of this country and of this age 
ever obtained, in as great a degree as dieydid, the 
eonfldenee and affectiona of the people. Which of 
the** slaveholders everfiuled to sSfeure the approbtt- 
tion of (he American pet^e? 

Here th* Chairman^ mallet All, cutting abort 
Mr. YijtCBT in thi* part of hia aigunMnt. 

Mr. BAYLY next obtained the floor, and pro- 
ceeded to sav that the &te of the annexation of 
Texas will depend upon the decision of Congrtss, 
as to it* power to aocompliah it by bill or joint reao- 
lutiwii mr if Tuea* ia not annend in thu manner, 
it will not b* in any other. No one now h(^>e« for 
• ■ajnrity of twtMhiid* of the Senate in ita &vor. 
Hie great quaation, therefore, i«, Can foreign terri- 
tory be acquired by bii) or joint resolution of the 
two houses of Conarearf ana I proceed at once 
(said Mr. B.) to thediacoasion of it. 

Under our political system there are two leading 
rlsssts of powers conferred upon the general gov- 
emment — the one relating to our foreign, the other 
to our domestic relations. In all queauoas growing 
out of the former, the interests or the different sec- 
tions of the country are inaeparable. In our do- 
mealie aflairs they are aa variant as the soils, cli- 
mate, productioo8,and pursuits of the people of the 



In all that relatea to the former, the 
I (rf' every part of the country are equally 
well inlbrmed. The latter are only understood by 
the people thev immediately concern. In reference 
to the fiiat, Um national legialatore can legislate 
wiaely. To the last it cannot, without cer- 
tain misehief. Hence, in our wiae system, 
there is a plenary delegation of power to the gener- 
al government, in all that concerns our external' 
affain, and a specific delegation in what rdatea to 
our domestic. A difoent rule of conitruction, 
therefore, ought to prevail, as the power sought to 
be exercised belongs, to the one das* or the other 
— 4lriet cooetruction is the rule in the latter case, 
and « liberal conatruction in the former. Tliadi^ 
tinctioB grows out of the character of the constitu- 
tion itself; wa* recognieed by Jeffsraon and Madi- 
son; and the propriety of it will not, I fimcy, be 
questioned by any one. Bearing thi* is mind^I pro- 
ceed to point out the dauaea of the constitution 
in which the authority of Congress to pass the 
reaolution before the committee may be found. 
In my opinion it may be formed in two— in the 
claua* authorizing Coogres* to dcchue war, and in 
the one permitting the admisaion of new Slate* into 
the Union; and abo in the gemral power, which I 
■hallahowtoexiattoniakealliaiuseaand eonifedera- 
tiona. Letitnotbe*aidthat,in referring the power 
to two clauses of the eonstilutioD, I make it vagrant, 
and disprove ita exiaienee in either, for, in the lan- 
guage of Chief Justioefilarshall in the oaae of Gib- 
bons and Ogd«n, "the idea that the same meaanrc* 



might, according to circunatances, be arranged with 
dimrsnt classes of powers, was no novdty lo the 
framers of our oonstitotion. All experience riiows 
that the same measure or measures, acarcdy distin- 
goiahable from each other, may flow from distinct 
powers." 

It has always been admitted, in the adminiatra- 
tion of the government, that the. power to declare 
war carries with it the power of doing whatever 
tend* directly to prevent it. In the unguage of 
Chief Jostics Taney, in the Supreme Court, "every 
thing that concerns our foreign relation* that may 
be oaed to preaerve peace or wage war ha* been 
committed to the hands of Congress." I do not 
say it earriea with it the power to do any thing 
which a visionary might fancy would tend to pr^ 
vent it; bat it certainly doea every thing which im- 
mediately and directly tenda that way. It was in 
this manner the constitutionality of the embaige 
a|id non-intercourse laws, adopted in advance of the 
late war, was defended. And the power is derived 
from the admonition "in time of pMce to prepare 
for war." Our southwestern frontier is exceedingly 
exposed, as I shall hereafter show; and aa far as 
our constitutional authority goea, we might erect 
fortifications upon ita whole extenu Thi* no one 
will queetion. Such being the ease, cannot we, 
with ue cooaent of the people to whom the inler- 
venhag territory belong*, extend our boundary to 
the Rio Orande, which, "in connection with the 
mountainou* deeert which skirt* it, forms the first 
elaa* of military obatades, and which would afford 
us better protection from invaaion in that quarter 
than a cordon of fortification* from th* mouth of the 
Sabine to our utmost northern limits." The im- 
portance of Texas as a means of military defbnce, 
and ita conaeouent intimate connection with the war 
power, 1 shall show hereafter. 

From the days of the Raman eadle, indeed long 
before them, to this time, the leading object 
has been to acquire or defend territory. When 
the power was oenfered upon Congress, in gtncral 
terms, to declare war, it carried with it all of ita 
usual inddenta; and it ia impoasible to believe that 
the fismers of the constitution meant to withhold 
from the government the power to accomplish by it 
what had been the great object for which most of 
the wars with which the wwld has been acoutged 
has been waged. I infer, therefbre, that we can 
unqoeationably acouire territory by conqueat. If 
this be true, the whole question is settled; for if we 
may take the territory of the Texian* firom them 
by fbrce, aordy we may do it peaceably, with their 
oonsenu If we can rob them of it, surely we can 
lake it as a gift. If we should march an army to- 
morrow to Texas, for the purpose of capturing thdr 
country, I presume there would be no occasion for 
fighting, provided the Texians were willing that 
we should accomplish our ptirpose without blood- 
shed. 

Mr. Clay, in his celebrated letter from Raleigh, 
upon the subjea of Texas, says: 

"irinjrEtiropeui nation entertsintnjr smbitioiu denigns 
opon Texu, locli u that of colooixiiig her. or in any mj 
■nbjugatiag h«r, 1 should ra^mnl it M tlie imperatire doty 
of the ffovenunent of tho United Stateii to oppose to such de- 
signs the most finn and determined resistaaco, to the oxtent, 
if necessary, of appealing to arms, to prevant th* accom- 
plishment of any iuofa deaigus." 

If we might goto war to prevent Texas from 
falling into the hands of a foreign government, may 
we not still more effectually provide against, by her 
peaeable acquisition? 

But the power of Congress to annex TeXas by 
joint resolution may also be derived from the author- 
i^ given to Congress to admit new Statea into the 
Union. The power is general, without any other 
limitation than that "no new State shall be formed 
or craaled within the juriadiction of any other State; 
noraity State be formed by the junction of two or 
more Slates or parts of States, without the consent 
of the legislatures of the Statea eoncenied a* well a* 
of Congress." The imposition of tEis limitation, 
upon the most familiar rules of construction, ex- 
cludes the idea of the intention to impose any other. 
I know an auempt is made to impoae another by 
implication, and to confine the power to admit new 
State* lo such as might be carved out of the territo- 
ry within the limits of the United Statea at the time 
of the adoption of the constitution. But such a con- 
struction is contradicled by the plain import and ob- 
vious meaning of the constitution itself, and also by 
the history of its passage through the convention 
which framed it. 

"In the naolDtiona offered by Mr. g^-«niw^ Randolpb, ■■ a 
baiia for 01* aaw sonstitntion, aad wUcbboataiiwd we Ant 



piopoaitiona of that fhaiacter which were aabmitted to tt, 
the power in oueatioD was deecribed aa foUewa, viz: that 
provision oaght to be made for the admission of Slate* law- 
hllv arising within the limits of the United 8t«te*, whether 
aiislag item a veluntary JoBcUon of roTerement orothei^ 
wis*, with th* oonaent of a number of voices in tl>* leciala^ 
ture, lass than th* whole. In Mr. Cliarles Pinlutey's draft, 
it waa proposed that "the lecislatura shall have power to 
admit new Statea into the Uuon on the same terms with the 
original State*, provided two-thirds of the meaiber* 
present in both Hooses agree' leaving ont the clause 
In respect lo th* character of the territoir. Mr. 
Randolphs proposition, containing the restrictiois 
eonlaing th* power to State* lawhilly arising withia 
the limits of the United Statea, was at on* tim* aeoptad in 
Committee of th* Whol*. and. ia that slat*, reiemd with 
othors to th* committee of detail In a draft of a constita- 
tion, reported by that committee, the article upon this sob- 
jeet containined th* billowing ptopositioiis: 1st. That new 
Stat**, lawAilly ooasUtatad or established within the limit* 
oftheUnit*d States, might b* admitted by th* legislature 
in tills gevenunrnt 9i That to such admission, the co»> 
sent of two-thirds of the membeta peesent in each Honae 
shonld be neeeasarv. Sd. That if a new SUte alionld aiiae 
witliin the limita or any of the present Statea, the oonseat 
of the legislature of such States should also be necessair to 
it* admission. 4th. That if the admission waa consentCid to. 
the new States shonld be admitted on the same term* with 
the original Statea; and Mb. That the lagialatnr* might 
male* ooaditions with the new States cODoemlng the paolic 
debt then subsisting. The Sd, 4th, and fifth claosea were 
•tricktn out by the votes of the convenUon; and after that 
had been done, the following was adopted a* a subatttute 
for th* whole, via: -New States may be admitted by th* 
l*gi*latnr* into th* Union; but no now State ahall be *rec^ 
ed within the limits of any of the present States, without 
the oonaent of the legislature of sach State, aa well aa of Uie 
general kgialature'— leaving out that part of the first danaa 
whioh related to th* domostie character of th* territory; 
and this sobstitnte was subsequently revised and amended, 
ao aa to make it conform In its phraseology to the secUen 
as it now stands in the oonstitution. These proceedings 
show that the propoaition to restrict the power to admit 
new Slates to the territory within the original limits of the 
United Stat**, was distinctly before the convention, once 
adopted by it, and finally rejected in favor of a clauae aia- 
king the power In thi* respect geaeial.'' 

But it ia unnecessary to dwell further on this 
point, Mr. Clay, who embodiea in himaelf, ao- 
oording to their own admission, the opinions of the 
whig party, admila no such ftmdtul limitation. 
The I^ioent dect of the democratic party scouta 
it. Mr. Van Buren's argument against it makea a 
dear docidation of its absurdity impossible. And 
the repeated action of every department of tho 
government, in the most solemn form, settle* the 
question forever. 

It is indsled, however, that th* power is to admit 
"new Statea," and that it doea not authorize Con- 
greaa to acquire territory. That, it ia said, can 
only be done by a national compact, which i* a 
trei^, the power (o make which is confided exdu- 
sively to the President and the Senate. 

The fint answer to this argument is, that au- 
thority for the admission of new Slates carries with 
it everything which is necessary and proper to ao- 
compliah. it; and Congreas may Uike such iniliatoiv 
stepa as may be necessary, preparatory to the ad- 
mission of uie new State into the Union upon equal 
footing with the real. There is nothing in the con- 
stitution which shows that the framera of it stq> 
posed that it was indispensable that the new State 
should spring into the Union full armed, like 
Minerva from the brain of Jove. If they had, 
they would have found no analogy for auch pro- 
ceeding except in heathen mythology. They 
certaimy would not in the natural world, where 
everything progieases gradually from infim- 
cy to age. ll we bring Texaa under our jurisdic- 
tion as a territory by the passage of a bill, in which 
provision shall be made for iu future admission, into 
the Union as a State, what hereafter ahall be 
done each step in the proceeding, will be part and 
parcel of the same tranaaction and constitute but 
one act. Those who ajP'ee that we may admit a 
foreign Stale into the Union aa a State, but deny 
that we may Jnring it in aa a territory, involvethem- 
selve* in the aMurdily of maintaming that the 
leaser power ia not induded in the greater, and that, 
although we may exercise the laM, we cannot the 
first. 

If it be true that, under the power to admit new 
States, you may not first, in tne caae of a foreign 
Slate, bring such Slate under the juriadiction of 
our law* aa a territory> then the whole clauae au- 
thorizing Congreaa to admit them in practice would 
be nugatory. I'he constitution of any fordgn State, 
suited for it* government as an independent power, 
would, for that very reason, be uoauited for its gov- 
ernment aa a member of this confederacy; and with 
it unchanged, such Slate could not be admitted into 
this Union. And it is exceedin^y improbable that 
an independent Slate would consent — a* it ia very 
certain Texa* will not— to bietk up her foim of gov- 
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"PaagBt and adopt a eonathutioi) not suited for her 
government as an independent State, upon the un- 
certaujtjr which always attends all future legislation 
ethor admisaioQ into the Union. 

But it may bo said, admitting this argument to be 
sound, yet it only proves that the' foreign State 
muBt, of necessity, be brought under our jurisdic- 
tion as a territory preparatory to its admission into 
Uie Union; but it does not prove that this may be 
done by a joint resolution. On the contrary, it is 
insialed by the gentleman from Massschusetts [Mr. 
WurrHEOp] that this can only be effected, if at all, 
by an international arrangement, which is a treaty, 
the power to .'make which is exclusively vested m 
the President and Senate. 

This argument is founded upon the assumption 
that an agreement or arrangement can only be made 
between nations by treaty. If this shall turn out to 
be nntn ie, and we shall find that compacts and 
agreements are constantly made by legislation, the 
whole aicument falls to the ground. 

The idea of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
that every agreement between nations is technical- 
ly a treaty, is contradicted by the highest authority, 
and, in our case, by the constitution itself. 

The aiibjeet of international compacts is refened 
to m three distict clauses of the constitution. In the 
first clause of the 10th section of article Isl, it is de- 
clared that "no State shall enter into any treaty, 
slliance, or oonfedeiution." In the last clause of the 
same section, it is also declared that "no State shah, 
without the consent of Congress, enter into any 
fgrtemtnt or eompaet with another State, or with a 
foreign power." In the second clause of second 
«*ion of second article, the President is empowered 
■'by and with theadviceand consent of the Senate, 
to make trtaHet, provided two-thiida of the Seaa- 
tons present concur." 

It must always be borne in mind, in construing 
the constitution, that it is almost as remarkable for 
the literary execution as for the profound political 
•tateamanship displayed in iU The tneaning of 
Bvery word seems to have been deliberately w«gh- 
»d: every word, therefore, must have its due weight 
u>d apjwopriate meaning, and not one can be reject- 
ad aa aap«a4uous. In the laq^uage of the Chie 
Justice of the United States, (in the case of Holiosa 
». Jenaiaon et al., 14th Peten, 571,> conconed in 
by Messn. Justices Wayne, Mclaan, and Story— 
ie last two of whom, I presume, the gentleman 
from MassaehoaetU [Mr. WtxTHaor] wiUatettas 
nathoiity — 

'Nowordiathsinitninient (Uw conitttatioa) ctnbete- 
*ctad u nipehlaoat or wumcmmtt; ad thii princbile «f 
umtruetlon tppUu with pecaliar force to th« (iro^um 
X th< tenth arction of the Ant article, of wUoli we en 
•ow neaUng, becauM the whole of thie ihort eection i« dl 
lectrfto the nme rabject; that ii to eay, It ii emplored el- 
wether in enumentiiig the ri(hts urrendend by the 
natei ; and tliii is done with M mneh cleanuu and brerit y 
^t we cannot for a moment believe tlut e lingle lupeilln- 
"• "ordwM need, orwordj which meant meielv the aeae 
fios- . V"""- <lx'*<<>n'> the wcond claoee dedaiee that no 
Kate ihall enter into 'aav egrerment or eompaef with a 
ereign power, without the sMent of Congreei, the word* 
tgreement' and 'eompect' cannot be conetrued ae •vnony. 
oou with one another; lad etill leee eao either of them be 
leld to meaa the ianw thing with the wotd tnatr,' in the 
iRcedins claofo, into whioh the Statee are poiitiTelT and 
iseonditioneUy forbidden to enter, and which even the con- 
«Bt of Congreet conld not tothorize." 

From this it seems that the gentleman from Mas- 
«chusetu [Mr. WnrrBRorl is mistaken in suppos- 
ag that all stipulations ana agreements between na- 
lons are necessarily treaties. On the contrary, 
uiotber distinguished gentleman ftom the same 
^,[Mr. Cboate, of the{Senate,] was much nearer 
"•gnt, when he insisted that such a transaction as is 
antemplate^etween Texas and the United States, 
»aldnot, wfti any propriety, be called a treaty. 
M the occasion alluded to, he said: 

J'J!v1^' ¥?•" *". •"* '» •"»'/•' TU Preddent, by 
™ *"a the advice ai)d cogseut of the Benate, may ■makt 
*M(io.' -What are •tnatiu' la the eenu of thie proririon 
" we coaalitataonT 

k.' '»'';^..«'r. that they are each oomnctt aa then, when 
"« coMtltiitlon wee liamed, wot*, in Bie unal, cuirent 
[enenl, conmoa lengoage of pnblio law, of hiatorr. and 
»Wm«, denominated treatiee. The word doei not inchide 
"'ry poeeibleconipect, amuigement, ortiaanction which, 
7 -OgncaUTe, eapricioue, or uniaal amployaient of 
tfth, mav once or twice, in the whole rence of the lit*. 
^„,°,?,'*'i??"*'^"^ •**■ be found to beoSed a treaty: 
mtitlndndee what are ordinarily and aaneiaUy <mlM 
ocli. The oonsUtuUon ij the iaiwuani of the people. It 
•■poken to the people- It it the record of their wIlL IU 
"oMi, then, are uted in their popular aenee. Even It* 
WftMlonal, technical, and legal bngnage i* employed 
nue ^""^ cwrnt, imuxl, profeaiiond, or technW 

"Wlut were the compact*, then, which, according to the 
»MiT«dnni*rm, general nioof pnblldat* and uStoriani 
nuedato of the ceostttotioo, wan «SBoniaatsd traatiasT 1 



10^ 



They wereraeh a* were made between communitie* or 
geremment*, which were leparate and distinct when the 
canrpaet wa< made, and «i*tc» vtn to rauUH uparatt end 
duttoel e/ltr U mu rnrndt mi dming tkt UftHmt o/ tki am- 
jMcl; and they were made to regulate the Intercouneof 
th«*e aeperate and diitinct communitle* or gOTenunenti. 
Such compacu were treatlea. They wera made to regulate 
the intenoune of gavenmieata, which ^trt diatinct, and 
were to muin diitinct. 

"But arrangementf by which two diitinct government* 
become amalgamated into one dUtinot from either, or by 
wlueb one government become* absorbed and lo*t by a 
complete incoipoiation with another, which Ihu* alone 
•nrvivea the proce**, were not then Uiual, nor ever, in the 
eelved language of pubUe law and of hiatory, denominated 
traatie*. Such tt*n*aotion* were and are called act* of lur- 
render, acts of union, attlclee of confederation, the conati- 
tuting a government, the formation of « union, or the like. 
Bat treatlea they an not, and were not called. 

"Now, air, that the ordinary and uiual aenie in which 
Writen on public law employ the word tmttie* 1* that 
which I have aaoribed to it, la indiapntable. Every when, 
la their definition*, in their cl***ifioation of tnatiei, in 
their dl*cu**(on* of the right* they give ri«e to, of their 
nilea of interpntation, orthe coneequenoe* of infringing 
them, of the tribunal, tha code, and the manner by whieC 
they an to be vhidioatad and eoforced— everywhen they 
auume the word {o mean a compact between two coaunn- 
nitieeorgovarament*, twoat it* creation, two during Ita 
«(i*teace; a compact not to make them one, but to enable 
them to have intercoune ai two. It would ha to read half 
a libranr to rerliy by refBtancea what yonr own recollec- 
tion* of thee* ttadie* will, I em *un, confirm. 

"But, ftirlher, 1 think 1 may ventun to challenge the 
learning of honorable aenator* who defend thia tranaaotion 
to poiot out one lolitary pa«*age, ia a •ingle approved 
writer on public law, in which auch a tranaar&on i* called, 
with approbation and by the writer hlm*elf, a treaty. 1 can 
find no each paiaage, and doubt it* eziateaco." 

Again the said gentleman said: 

"^en oocora to my miad a tianaaetion, aomewhat re- 
*enAlingtU*,flromwhich we may borrow illnatration. In 
1800 the independent Parliament of Ireland wai abobhed, 
and the earns under the Imperial legialature.ai befon *he 
bad owned the imperial crown. Her poople and the people 
ofEnglaod became, for many purpoeei, one. Whatever of 
aeparateasd independent national eziatence *he had had 
befon wa> extlngulthed at once. What waa thi* tran**e- 
tk>B eaUedT A treaty? No «ir; but, by friend and fi>e, an 
act of union. So ualrenaUy, in all the legiilation, la tha 
language of the minittry, throughout the debates, it la 
called by every body. Nay, Mr. Orettan di*tingui*he* it 
by thii very appellaUon Itam the proceeding of 1788. By 
that, by.thepaaiage ofcertaia lawa of the inih Parliament, 
and the paaaage or repeal of certain othera by the British 
Parliament, inland had been left in 1783 with a local legale- 
tan, and a degne and a form of independent national nist- 
enoe. Alluding to that time and acene, ao glorioa* and 
memorakleinuehietory ofhl*own life, in contr**t with 
that of 1800. Mr. Orattan laya, while oppodng the aanihlla- 
tiou of Irish national exiatrnce: 

" 'not (m>(y left Inland independent of England, aad nib- 
Jected both the contracting nauoa* to the law of nation*, 
which i* above them both; tku laria* annihilate* our inde- 
peadence, and impoaea on u* the municipal law of one im- 
haperial logialature.' And again: -IV trnly of 1783 wa* 
founded on Iheeenae of Parliament and peopfe; thU vnion, , 
If ever taking place, will be in oppoaition to both. To thot 
tnaty there wen In thii Homo only two dlnontiont 
voice*; to thit union then are one hundredand twenty!* 

"Hi* antitheii* happily and Juatly •eize* and embodiei the 
general diatinction of meaning on whioh Ihave inaiated." 

Now, Mr. Chairman, (said Mr- B.,) I think I 
nay fairly ofiet the aigument of the rapreaeotative 
from Massachusetts in this House, [Mr. Ww- 
TBkOF,] by that of the representative of the same 

Elace m another department of the government, 
tut, in doing so, I cannot help temarktng that thia 
Texas transaction met with rather singular treat- 
ment from these Maaaacbusetts gentlemen. When 
it is proposed to annex it by treaty, one of them ax- 
gat* that the transaction is not a treaty, and it can- 
not be done in that way. He innsts that an act of 
confisderation is the only mode. Well, under the 
influence of thia argument, in part, perhq>s the treap 
ty is rejected. Thia is followed up by a joint reso- 
lution, suggested by this ai|;uinenti and it is no 
sooner done than a representative firom the same 
Stats moat gravely argues that the .transaction is a 
treaty, the power to negotiate which ia exdtuively 
vested in the President and Senate. 

Now it will be aeen, from the clauses of the con- 
stitution which I have quoted, that there are Jire dis- 
tinct modes of making mteroational eootracte recog- 
nised by it. let, by treaty; iJd, by an alhanea; 3d, 
by a ooniederauon; 4lh, by agreement; and 5th, 
compact; and although it is true, in the language of 
the four judges already refened to, "thataUtka m«>- 
«n which relate to our foreign relatione are connded 
to the general govemn)ent,'^it will also be seen that 
the powee of negotiating but one of these (vis: a 
treaty) ia confidadto the Preddent and Senate; and 
as thev are inhibited to the States, the three fint tit- 
solutely, and the two last tmless with the consent of 
Congress, it follows that if they are not vested in 
Congress, they have no existence m our ayatem; and 
that this nation alone, of all the nations of the earth, 
cannot, in any of ito departmeote, make an allianoe 
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or conftd«r»ticm, nor make an afreement or comr 
pact, except throui^ the Sutes with the consent of 
Congress. And bare let me remind ^tlemen who 
contend that Congreaa cannot enter into a compact 
or upnement widt a foreign nation, into what ab- 
surdity they lead themaelvea. It has been aeen that 
the States can be empowered to do either by the 
conaent of Congreaa; and yet these gentlemen must 
maintain that what Congreaa can empower otben 
to do, it cannot do itself. Itisnottrue that wemay 
empower othen to do everything which we are au- 
thoriced to do. But it la true generally, both in 
national and mnnicqMd law, that a penon may not 
do himself what he may authorize othen to do. 

Mr. Chairman, I thoafon maintain that, inde- 
pendent of th Authority to admit Texaa into this 
Union, derived from the war power and the power 
to admit new Steles, she may be admitted by virtue 
of the power in Congress not to nsake treaties, for 
it has no such power; but to oontract allianocL enter 
into confedentiona, and make wreemante and comr 
pacta— each of which powen I hwre ahown Con- 

Xgreas to possess. This is certainly so, if the ratification 
Texaa of the proposition under cooaideration, 
r it has been adopted by ns, would constitute it 
an alRanct, or coi^deraliMi. or agrttmnU, or eompaet. 
And surely it would be oouir no violenee even to 
technical language to call it either. 

If it were necessary to intefere by precedent, what 
seems so plain, that Congress may make agreemente 
and compacte with foreign nations, it coum be done 
from every part of our eommwrsial code. We have 
been constantly saying in aur legislation, since the 
formation of the ^vemnent, to forwn nations, if 
you will do particular things, wa will do othen. 
Examplea may be found of this in the law n^gula- 
ting our iatertnutae with the Britiah West Indies, 
and in our embar^ and noihintereourse laws- 

This ia but an incomplete report of the honoraUa 
gendeman's argument. The residue and mote, 
complete argument will be puUiahad hereafter. 

Mr. B. having concluded — 

Mr. STETSON was suofesafol over many com- 
petitora for the floor. 

After axpresain^ his acknowledgaasente to the 
Chairman for assigning to him the floor, Mr. & 
proceeded toreinark that ha did not propofM to enter 
into the diacuasion of this whole Texaa question.' 
The brief time idlotied under the rule to each mem- 
ber, hardly allowed any oneu even much better ao- 
quaioM with the aubjeot tnan himself, to examine 
^wtly all the pomte that aroM. H« had aougfat the 
floor with the view of laving bafbm the committee 
the embarrassmante wliien rested upon hia mind in 
relation to a preliminary question wiiich fell in their 
way in attempting the annexation of Texaa to thia 
Umon by any resolution, or any act of Congress. 

[A meaasge was hen received from the Semtte, an- 
nouncing the passsge by that body of certain bills, 
and requesting concurrence therein.]. 

Mr. S. proceeded. The subject ef annexation 
waa one of great interest; and he admitted that a 
deciaive majoritT of one of the great political partiea 
which dividisd the country wera decided in their 
fopinioo that TexM ahould, in some fonn or othar, 
be snnexed to the United States. Although Mr. 
S. considered tha union of the two countries desire 
ble, and he hsd no doubt but it would eventually b« 
accomplished, yet he was not prepared to say ha 
coaU vote for it in the manner in a^ohit waaoow 
proposed. 

What do we propoae to do in this House? Look 
at tha propoaimns that have been made by dif- 
ferent gentleinen to carry out this measure, and 
whattudtherptopoafctodo? In lh« moat favon^ 
sense, those denring the immediate ■eeoiiq>liahment 
ofthismeasom must admit that we propose to make 
a eompaet; whkh ia, in fitct, to make a trea^. For 
all the purpoaes of this argument, be folly ■Hmiwixi 
Texas to be aaovereign and independant Stalejand 
free to treat with na. Now, a reaolution that Tex- 
aa ahaD be admitted into Ae Union, and on such 
terms as wouU be ttooeptM* to the South, wa»— ' 
what^ It was aoqniriac foreign territory. It was 
irffeiing, on our psiirt, that, if ane would amalcamato 
with ua, and bscome a part of our republic, the 
fidth and honor of thia nation ahould be 
idedged to her, to shield and protect her from 
i^greaaioD, no matter what quarter it might 
come from. On the very front and face 
of ii, it waa a contract ailbcting the independence of 
a foreign nation— aSbcting all her oiganication; a^ . 
foeting the happineaa of ner people and her foture 
weUhrO; and yet it was proposed to do all this by a 
mapitt tagisktive nctjaad «M««(ti»««nentortha . 
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tMUy-ntaking power. He Mt m dittealtT like th«t 
ol ihe gendtman from Maandidwttt [Mr. Wnr- 
THkbr] oa Uw talneet of die •equiaitloa of a feraiga 
>e iiitoiy. lite efaie arrankent of the hoBomtderai- 
tleAan tma IBinoM lUx. Dovolam] wouUEsTe 
■alUted him on that point if he had not long before 
been eatiafied that we had Uiat poww. It waa true 
that Mr. Jeffemon, at the time of the acquiiiiion of 
Loiuiiana, had tome doubts, though fliey were re- 
moved by a fViU exan^aatioB of the lubjeet. At all 
•▼aota, the praetiee of this government bad removed 
any doubti that might have eziatad on that lubjecL 
-and he waa aatisfied that we liad tlte oonetitntionat 
power to extend the area of freedom, u| (Hn. Jade- 
aon termed it. " 

Before he proceeded to argue the point in rela> 
tion to the treaty-making power, and the power to 
admit new States into the iTnion, he wishea to take 
a brief notice of one part of the argnment of tlie 
gentleman from Illinoia, [Mr. DoooLAn.] If he 
concurred with the gentleman in hie views on this 
partof the subject, he should ftel bound to admit 
Texas at once mto the Union, on such terms aa she 
ni^t propose. HeeUoded to the third artiele of 
the treaty of 1803, by which Louisiana was ao- 
qaiirtd. Aecordii^ to the views expreMed bj the 

Stleroan in relation to this branch of the wojeet, 
I country would be etanialiy disgraced unleas 
■he admitted Texas into the Union as a State, and 
on an equal fboling wMi the other States. Thoi^h 
a friend to the meastnre of annexation in a proper 
foim, he mtist be permitted to examine whedier uia 
aigUment had the foree the gentleman elaimed for it. 
It was true that (he treaty mTISOS contained a stip> 
ulation that this tenitory should be admitted into Ike 
Union as a State as soon m it p o ss e ssed the requi- 
site pomdatioa; but, having been tiansifened to 
Spain, had not the course of Tasas herself, in some 
measure, weakened the obligations of that treaty? 
And agaon: had Texas ever demanded the fulfilment 
of that article of the treaty of 1803? Who was it 
that tot proposed the annexation of Texas to this 
Union? Was it Texas hetaeli; or this government? 
In order to place this matter in its true Ight, he 
would- read a portion of the eorrsapondenoe which 
took pkee between our Secretary of State and the 
govemmenl of Texas. [Mr. 8. here read some ex- 
tracts, which the reporter has not at hand to quote.] 
Hreeald not, vhder these circumstances, believe 
that the obligations of that treaty were of that 
high and lofty chahwter whkk the gentleraaiL 
from Mn^ imputed W tiiam, thoogh he adihitted 
thai they ftimisbed a strong anniment in Ihvor of the 
measure of annexatiott. Mr. S. continued at length, 
this part of the argument, and contended that this 
was the first time it ever had been claimed that for- 
eign territory could be aimexed to the Union by any 
ouer than the treaty-makln£ power. When Mr 
Jeferson overcame his scruples in regard to the ac 
quikition of fereign territory, he laid hold of the 
treaty-making power. Mr. Monroe, in the acqui- 
sition of Flonda, did the same thing; and the present 
executive also depended solely on the treaty-maJcing 
pow«r (br the annexation of Texas, till he was de- 
bated in the Senate, and compelled to invoke legis- 
lative action on the subject. 

His learned friend who had just taken hisjleat 
aij^uedthat, under the grants of powers in the ion- 
stitation, new States could be admitted into the 
Union; and that, under a proper conalruction of that 
instrument. Congress possessed the power to do all 
other acts necessary to carry that power into efl^ 
The geatieman from Illinois ai^ed that Congress 
might acquire ttfritory and tfftarlrarda admit it into 
the Union as a State. He would ask the gentleman 
whether land or territory, any mors than the people 
in if, eonsticuted a State. But was the doctrine to 
be jnainlained that, if Congress coald not do a thing 
as a whole, it might do It piecemeal? Could we 
midce a treaty wiui China for territory, and after- 
wards make a treaty with Kngland or Biaxil for 
people to put into it? The oonstitmion authorized 
Ueoness to coin money; but, under that datise, 
would it be pretended thai Cong^reas could parohase 
territory from Brazil in order to get mines [ttota 
whence teextnust the gold and silver neeessary for 
the ooinagaf Where were the limita to the powers 
given in the constitution, if it oouid be eonstnied in 
this way? 

He Went on at great length to discuss the consti- 
tutioBal question involved, of whieh a report will be 
given hereafter. 

Mr. CALEB B. SMITH next obtained the floor, 
and, «n Us niotim,tlM«oinaMt|e« fose and reported 



NEW STATES AND TERKITORT. 

Mr. AARON V.BROWN, chairman of the 
Committee on Territories^ reported a bill for the ad- 
miuion of Iowa and Flonda into the Union. 

Also a bill to organize the Territ<]|^ of Nebraska. 

They were respectively read twice, and refhrred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

Mr. MoEAY, from the Committee of Ways mid 
Means, reported a bill raakinK appropriations for 
die civil and diplomatic expenditures or the govern- 
ment for ' the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846; 
which was read twice, and opmmittad to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Slate of the Union. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a variety 
of executive communicalions, which were referred 
to appropriate committees, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The House adjourned. 

The foDowine notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were hanMd to the reporter by the members 
preeentijig them: 

By Mr. DILLINGHAM: Tbs munoitel of US ellizMM of 
Slowt, Vermont, agaiut tho aanoxttlon of Ttzas to tbii 
Union: Icfemd to the Committso on Fordn Rolatlou. 
The petition of 110 eitiuBt of Stowe, VcnMBt, piaylnf tor 
the lodootion of poatace: niened to the Committee on 
&e Pott Offlce and Poit RouU. 

Br Mr. TIBBATTil: The petition of Franda Simmer' 
aner, pmyina far a pmaion: rdnrad lo thr Committee on 
Invmiia Pomiodo. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The petitioa of William Fiasar and 
othen, eitiaeaa of Bavenua, Portage cooaly, Ohio, piscine 
lor the eatabliahmant of a nail roats Arom Waahlofton, 
Peuuylrania, to Cleveland, Ohio: reCurrad to the Conaiit. 
tee oa the Post OOce and Poat Road*. 

Bj Mr.RELFE: The petition of Jaaaa Mon^, of Xataa 
eoualjr, Miaaouri, ptayiaf CoB(resa finr the faiaaa of an 
act plaeinf liim on the invalid panalon Uat: raKred to the 
Committee on Invalid Penaiona. The petition ofThomaa 
Mailin and othera, ashias the eatabliahmant of a poat note 
fhim Tnaeumbia to Bpnnsfleld, Mlaaooili nfenied to the 
Connaitlae on the Peat OSIce and Poat Boeda. The resuuk. 
atraace of A. H. Braranl and 3*7 olhen, againat the ramoTil 
of the land olllce from Jaokaon to Fradetioktoif a, Miaaoari: 
referrod tothe Committee of the Whole Hoaae on the atats 
of tlie Union. 

By Mi. STILES: The memoiial of the Savannah Cham- 
ber of Commerea, prarbur a redaction of poatage: rafotred 
to the Committee on tii» lv>at Offlce and Poat Boeda. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Moaea Noble, owner of 
the schoonor Ruthilor a flahinc bounty: reCnred to the 
Committee on Commeiee. Bemonatiaoce of Nathaa Saw. 
yer, and MS otbera, legal votera of the town of Hemiiker, 
m New Hampahiia, againat the admiaaion of Texaa into 
thb Union: reltored to the Committee on Foreign AAUra. 
The petition of Nathaa Sawyer, and DO otiiera. In New 
Hampihire, that alarary may be aboliibcd in the District of 
Colombia and tlie Territonea: referred to the Committee 
for the Diitrict of Columbia. The petition of Nahnm Broolu 
and other citiiena of Sandwich, New Hanpahire, praying 
that Congreaa may paaa a law putting the inland and coaat- 



wise slave trade on the aame footing as the foreign slave 
trade: referred to the Committee Cor the District oiColnm. 
bia. Remonstrance of Eli Cook, and as otbera, eitiiana of 
Sendwjsh. New Hampshire, againat the admiaaion of Teaaa 
into the Union: referred to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. The petition of William Early, turvivitig partner 
of Earley and Hawley, aaking nayment for Mf barrela of 
lime, ahipped to Old Point for the nae of Fortreaa Monroe: 
referred lo the Committee of Claima. 



IN SENATE. 
WaniiaaDAT, January 8, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT pro (em. laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War Department, re- 
porting, incompliance with the act orCongreaa,1809, 
statements from the Second Auditor, exhibiting the 
expenditures made from the appropriations for 
the contingent expenses of the military estab^ 
lishmenMluring the year 1844. 

Mr. JOHNI^N prcMented the petition from 170 
inhabitants of the parieh of Ascension, Louisisna, 
residing within the Inaits of what is known to be 
the Hovma tract, praying to be protected in their 
title: referred to the Committee on theJudieiary. 

Mr. J. also moved the following, in connection 
with the above petition; which he expressed a wish 
might be acted upon immediately, viz: 

Huefcrd, Thai the Committee on the Jadiciary be in. 
atructed to inquire and report whether or not the patenta 
iaaned by Older of the Secretary of the Treaau'7 ia &vor of 
certain elaimaataaader the Rouom giant, war* not iaaned 
without aolbocity oflaw, and InvtalMoo of thaactaof Con. 
greaa, and oontimry to the deeiaiona of the dUTerent Commia- 
aionera of the Oeneral Land OiBee, and of the written opin- 
ions ofothar offlcera, whose dntiaa relate to the general 
land offlce for the last thir^yaan; and into thaaametUanaT 
of paaalng a law declaring Qm aaid psteaU void, or of adopt- 
ing inch other eonraaaa diay be neceaaary to protect the 
righta oftka dUTarant ctoiaisata, and to guard thatadaraata 
ertheVBttedKsiei. 



Mr> BERRIEN rsmarksd that, from hi* i 
sta n di n g of the reading of the resolution, it a pp ea red 
tocontaw a command to the Judiciary CoBDmittea 
to inquire into the validity of certain gnats iaaned 
by another department « the government. If ao, 
he waa not prepared to say iraether it sboold be 
adopted or not. He the(W>re p te farre d that the 
resolution should lis over till to-momw. 

Mr. JOHNSON was understood to ha*« no ob- 
jection to ons day's delay, though he ur e fei red that 
thevesolutioa should pass immediately. Ha then 
restatsd the object of the resolution; which, he 
thotight, wss such as came within the provinoe of 
the Judiciary Committee for investigation. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the delay could do no barm. 
As he understood the resolution, it called upon the 
Judiciary Committee to report upon the Talidity of 
grants asued by another department of thegav- 
emment. If so, ' the resolution involved a qoeatioB 
of property and iurisdiction. Hs preferred the 
resolution should lie over till to-mortow. 

The resolution was aooordmely laid over. 

Mr. ATHERTONpresented petitione &(«> Olivs 
Niles and Suaairaah uugfat, seveiallv pmyiiw 6n 
amendmeata to the pension law; whicn were lafari e d 
to the Committee on Peaaioos. 

Mr. BUCHANAN pMsantad a nMuorinl ftoan a 
number of dtjaens of GettyAurgh, in the eonaty ef 
Adams, Pennsylvania, asking t&u the rates of pos^ 
we be reduced, end that diere be an abiofntionof 
tne franking privilege. 

Onmotioa by Mr. B., w^o remarked that ha waa 
decidedly in fiivor of both branches of the prayer, 
the petition was reftrred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Reade. 

M«^ MILLER preasntad a petition finm • num- 
ber of the neighboring counties of Msryland, pray- 
ing that the bridges aeroas the Eastern branch of 
the ^tomae may be, by law of Congress, purdiassd 
and made firee: referred to the Committee oo the 
District of Co lumbia. 

Mr. STURGEON piesented a petitioi fhma 
number of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying tot the 
immediate organization of Oregon as a territory of 
the United States; that donations of land my bs 
granted to American settlen there; tdu lines of forts 
be extaided ttcm Missoari to Oregon; snd that large 
vessi l s of war be sent to the mouth of the Cohimba 
river to protect the r^hts of the Uaitsd States in that 
quarter: nlhmd to the Select Committee on Or^ 
gon. ) 

Mr. FOOTER of New York intreduoed, on leave, 
a biB for the relief of the legal rapresentativea of 
William D. Cheever, which was reaa twice, and re- 
ferred, with documents having a bearing on the 
claim, to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CHOATE, fVxim the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported back, without amendment, the joint 
resolution authorizing the Attorney Oeneral to cod- 
tract for copies of a proposed edition of the lawsand 
treaties of the United States. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Military 
Affaire, to which was referred the memorial of Joha 
Stockton, late an offioer in the United Slataa army, 
praying to be indemnified for the loss of his beg- 
gage while in the service of the United States, 
made an adverse report thereon; which vras ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Committe on 
Naval Affairs was diachareed from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial and papera of Mary Ann 
Morrice. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was ordered that 
the petition of A. T. Brittingham, praying for com- 

rensation ^for vessel and cargo unlaw^Mly seized 
y the authorities of the government of Mexico, be 
taken from tiie files, and referred to the CommiUee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a petition from Fran- 
oes Pottinger, of Hsgerstown, Maryland, the widow 
of Lieutenant William Fottmger, who died in the 
naval service of the United Slates, asking to be re- 
stored to (he pension roll: referred to the Committee 
on Naval Asain. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, fitim the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, with an amendment, the 
bill relating to revenue cutten and steamera. 

Also, reported back from the same commiUM, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it be indefinitely postponed, the joint resolution 
Aom the House to change the name of the brig 
Daniel Webster to AdeuL and the name of the 
Schooner Mary Frances to that of Isabella. 

Oa motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, leave was grant- 
«d to vithdntw from the files the papersof JdioS- 
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SMWvnn. Mr. J. ■nbMqiMnily gar* iMCic* of hi* 
inlMitMn U> iatiodttca, to-morTow, a bill Cor his !•■ 
liaC 

Mr. MERRICK, on Uare, introduead ■ bill to 
prvridoforthatiuuBortation of tke mail batweaa 
Um Unilad State* and forsigB countries; and a joint 
rtaotntion for ragulaling tbe makiag of-conttacta for 
the tnnapoilalion of tb* mail ovar railroada; which 
wsw aeTtrally read twice, ordered to be printed, and 
lafcrwid to liie Coaunittee on the Poet Ofic* and 
Poat Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON submittad the followiag resolu- 
tion; which was, by general consent, considered and 
•greed to, viz: 

S—bti, That th* PrMiduit of the Uohad Stalw be »- 
queated to can» to be communickted to the Senate copiei 
of aU the correttioadence, eTidence, and pa]>era on Blein 
parnneni, in r 



the State Depa 



> the ea«e of the brig General Arm- 



papera 
iric Oeni 



stTODf , asaniat the Korenunent of Poittigia;and to conuau- 
• (tolheSe - ■" ....»' ... 



I Senate the cauaea which hare cetatded an ad. 
' joatment of the aaid claima, and of tbe ptoceadinga atill In 
piogreaa to effect that oltjeet 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from the ofB- 
oaim attached to the United States frieate Cumber- 
laad, prayiiig that the spirit portion of the nary ra- 
tion be abotiibad, and that an equivalent in money 
be paid monthly to the crawa of our nand vessels: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from the 
axaewtor* of Henry King, praying thepassi^ of a 
law for the ssulameniof thaaecounts or his testator 
for sarvioe* as an officer in the revolutionary war: 
laftrred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. EVANS gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
rov, ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
paymant of the evidmcea of public debts. 

Thajoiatreaolution authorizing the Secretary of 
th« Treasury to cause to be pro^ired or erected a 
■uitabl* building in the city of Mobile for a court- 
bouse for the circuit and district courts of the United 
Stataa far the southern district of Alabama, was read 
tha jsoond time, and referred to the Committee on 
Publie Buildii^. 

The joint reaolution for the relief of Bent, Su 
Vraia. and Company, was read the third time, and 
paasad. 

BMlTilSOlIIAlI IBSTirUTIOM. 

Th* tnlUdsLed buineas of the calender, n«zt in 
order, waa the ftirthar eaasidenrtioii, aa in eonauU 
teevftba whflia, ef tbe Senate bill "to eaiaUiah th* 
SnitbaoiMBi Instftntieii for ths ittciease and diffu- 
sioa ofknowledge among man." 

Th* Mlowiag STBOpsis will give a short view of 
tbopiovisioM of the original bill as introduced by 
Mr. Tttruti 

lite list seetioo provides that the tmst-nioney 
received by the United States out of the Smithso- 
nian bsouest, amounting to |508,3I8, be loaned to the 
United States Treasurv at 6 pep cent, per annun 
from the day of its receipt, the ad day of December, 
ISNiand that so much of the aeeumulated iniareat 
up to the 1st of Joly next (amounting^ to 1909,103) 
as taay be necessary, be applied to the erection of 
•uitabia buildings, the endosmg of suitable grounds, 
«Dd for the purchase of bo<dts and instruments for 
th« Smithsonian institution established by this act; 
. and that 6 per cent, interest on the trust-fund be 
payable half yeariy after the 1st of July next, on the 
laC of January, and the 1st of July in each year, 
and appr<n>riated to the perpetual maintenance aitd 
aupport or the institution; provided the books shdl 
conaiBt of woib on science and the arts relating to 
the ordinary buaineas of life, mechanical and outer 
improvements and discoveries. 

Section 9. Ute institution to be conducted by a 
boaad of managers of twdve, no two from the same 
Stale or Territory; the first appointsd board to meet 
in Washington on the first Monday in July next, 
and make three allotments of their number, one of 
wMch shall serve two yean, another four, and the 
third six; and, thereafter, four in succession to vacate 
thctr seats every two years. The first board, and 
iuoeeeding appointments, to be made by Congress 
on joint resolution. One of the twleve to be elected 
pri«ident by the board; and when organized, the 
txMtd shall select a suitable site for buildings and 
ground for horticultural and agricultaral experi* 
^mants, out of the public ground in 'Washii4;ton 
cslled the mall. 

Section 3 reUtes to the details of the buildings 
and grounda, and arrangementa for the reception of 
obie^ of natural history, gw>logieal and min'eralnp- 
cal cabinets, a library, uiemieal laboratory, and for 
lecture room*— the expense not to exceed f80,000; 
and |M/)00 for bnildiDg* to protect the plants, Ac; 
■uelt buiUin(s fo; the onpiojreea of th» loititiM w 



may be required, not to exceed in cost the residue of 
theinteieac 

Section 4 relates to the transfer to the institution 
of sll objaeta of natural history, &e. now belonr- 
iiigto the United States, and the providing of ad£- 
tions. _ 

Section S relates to superintendents, gardeners, 
laborers, Ac; the superintendent to be professor 
of agricntture, hortictiitare, and rural eoonomy. 

Section 6 relates to details of management 

Section 7 empowers the board to appoint a pro- 
fessor of natural history, a professor of^chemistry, a 
professor of geology, and a professor of astronomy, 
with such other professors as the wants of science 
may require. Also, able men to lecture in the in- 
stitution upon the arts and sciences; fixing the com- 
pensation of each professor and lecturer, no pro- 
fessor, however, to treat of law, physie,jar divinity — 
the_ object being' to teach what is not taught m the 
various universities. 

Seetion 8. The board to make all needfo] rules 
for the govamment of the institution and employees; 
and, in prescribing the duties of professors and leo. 
tureia, ahall have speeial reference to the introduo. 



tion and illustration of subjects connected with tha 
productive and libeial arts of life, improventents in 
agriculture, in manufactures, in traoes, and in do- 
mestic economy. Experimeote to be msde in modes 
and instnunenls «f ctilture; tipon thaadvantageaof 
new fruits, plants, and vogetablea; to distributs 
such as are usefol; to have chemical analyses 
of soils of tbe United Slates made; expert- 
moots as to improving them; to give instruction 
im to tbe history and habits of useml and noxious 
animals, and insects— the preservation of ona, and 
mode of gtiarding against the other ; pmctical in- 
struction as to the exfdoration and working of 
n>iiies ; practical instruetious as to the beat modes 
atd m a t e ri als of building; the beat mode of light- 
iig and heating buildings, and to detemune the value 
or improvements ; a courss of instructions to be 
given on navigation and nautical inatruments. The 
managers, at Uieir discretion, to cause to be printed 
publisned works in Dopular form on the sciences, 
written by the professors of the institution, or 
otheia et^aged for the purpose— sueh works to be 
otfered for sale at the lowest rates of coat. Said 
board to asake rules far the admission of students 
in the various dspartaientaof theinstitutioa ; all in- 
struetion to be gmtuito«is. 

Section 9 is left blank for tha mum* of <h»' tot 
board. 

The bill haviiw been read, 

Mr. CHOATE said he should ask leave to offer 
an amendment to the bill; and as it went pretty deep- 
ly into the structure of the bill itself, he begged 
leave to introduce it by a word or two. He most 
certainly wished, and confidently expected, to en- 
gage the attention of the Senate in what he thought 
a very great question. He was sure that, whatever 
opinions the Senate might form on the bill itself, as 
introduced by the honorable Senator from ^lio, 
[Mr. Taftan,]— as to its principle* or its details- 
all would concur in expressing their obligations to 
him for bringing the subject up for the considera- 
tion, and for the framework of Ine measure he pro- 
posed. He was afraid there would be a wide dif- 
ference of opinion, however, in r«rard to the mode 
of administeriijg this moat nobleJ«)uest; but it 
seemed to him impossible to differ loout the duty 
of CongMss to enter, without another instants delay, 
upon some mode or other of accomplishing the great 
object of that bequest. A great sum of money had 
been given in trust to this government for tbe in- 
crease and diffusion of knowledge among men. We 
have accepted that sacred trust by the act of July 
1st, 1836, which was within the recollection of the 
Senate. The third stetion of that act is in these 
words: 

"JIni ht it fifrthtr tnacled, That any and all anmi ef mo- 
nej, and other funda which ihall be nceiTOd for, or on ac- 
count of, &• asid legacy thall be applied in inch manner aa 
Congreu may hereafter diiect for the puipoae of ttonndiag 
and endowfaif, at Waahington, nnder the nasM of the Sotith. 
aonian inatitata, an eatabuahment for the incTease and ^ 
ftiion of knowledge among men: to which application of 
the said moneya and other ftinda the faith of the United 
Blatea ia hereby pledged." 

The donor is now in his grave. There is no 
chancellor in the world that can compel us to re- 
deem that pledge, and he tmated in Gtod that there 
was need for none. Our own sense of duty to ^e 
dead, and to the living, and to the unborn, dioald 
be aiifildent Our Justice, our patriotism, our hon- 
esty, oar common uterest, urge us— and they are 
enough to do so— to proceed without the Ion of tut 



hour, and devise somfl mode of administering that 
more than princely bequest according to the form 
desired. He thanked the honorable sanator from 
Ohio for introducing a bill which gave tha 
Senate an opportunity of attending to what 
has been so long neglected. He thought, tqq-— 
and this was a point of grave consideration— 
that, in the fiiat section of this bill, the honorsbte 
senator had embodied the precise and true Ainda>- 
mental principle aeoordine to which this fund diould 
be administered. He [Mr. T.] lends it to th* 
government of the United Statesfrom the time wheti 
it was received, (in December, 1838,) at an interest 
of six per cent. The interest which will have aca^ 
mulatdtt between that date and the 1st of July, 
1845, he leava, for the present, to be applied to 
the'^rchase of ground, the erection of a building, 
the purchase of books, Ac; and then he appropri- 
ates the income and interest, and the income and 
interest only, of the original five hundred and eight 
thousand dollars to the further support of the insti- 
tution, leaving the original fund forever unimpaired. 

He (Mr. C.) thought this was exactly as it 
should be. When, however, you come to look ft 
little more closely into the bill itself, and ssa how 
the main object is to be accomplished — when yon 
come to inquire how this expenditure of money ia 
to be made — then it is there will be found a for 
less favorable chance of uiumimity in the judgment 
of this body upon the sidiject. He did not now refer 
to the board of management, for which tha honorabia 
Senator provides, but to the mode in which this fund 
k to be made to difiiise and increase knowte^C* 
amonr men. That this ought to be done, no man 
would deny; but the question is kme ought it to be 
done^ 

Now h« lieCE'd the attention of the Senate to the 
&ct, that this bol proposes to apply the fmid sim- 
ply and solely u> the establishing ora eoUeca in th* 
City of Washington, D. C, for teaching the pli- 
cation of a fow science* to a few persons; a couega 
which should do nothing but teach the scientuc 
erounds of oertain useful and practical sciences, to a 
few practical men. The fifth, sixth, seventh, and 
eighth sections of the tnll, it would bafouod, brought 
together _ a coip* of professors,>-a professor of 
mUural history, a profoasor of chemistry, a professor 
of geology , a professor of astronomy, and a teacher of 
agnculnira and rural acieaces, together with a body 
m leetun* t»4ii*tniot the youth of our country. In 
the cotuas of kMtnMttM), and in the vaiteusrleetura*, 
the professors are to have ^>eoial refereooe to Sub- 
jects connected with ths liberal arts, and improv»> 
ments in manufiusture, agriculture, and trade. 

Here Mr. C. went into a detail of the particu- 
lar branches of sdenoe to be taught by the eoip* 
ofprofessots and lecture^ as specified in the fail). 

His honorable and venerable iriand from Ohio, it 
would be seen, built hi* collage upon a somewhat 
narrow basis. Who was it uiat was to have (his 
instruction upon history, chemistry, geology, and 
this other sdencea proposed to be taught? The youth 
—students to be received under the same general foim- 
dation. Now, in the first place, he wished to say 
that, from a prMty careful attendance to the course 
of proceeding in Congres when this subject was be- 
fore it on fortner occasions, he had taken up th* idea 
that it had become tbe unanimous wish aiid sottlsd 
judgment of Coivress that thia fond should take no 
such direction; that it should not be applM to the 
establishment of any college or school.' Let him 
tracs the history of tnis subject for a moment. 

We received this Aind in December, 1818. Inthtt 
session of 'SS-ftS, the subject was first rcfeiredtoa 
joint committee ef the twa Housss. The head of 
th* committee on the part of the Senate waa Mr. 
Bobbins, and on the part of the committee of tha 
Hoase was Mr. Adams nsrsonSy he njifiA lay, 
conqiicuou* for 'fivofouna leeimng aiia ability. 
They mat; and the** two committee* on the part of 
the Senate and the House differed on th* sin^ 
question whetliMr or not the foods shovild bt ^>pli*d 
to the establishment of a school or boUege m tha 
District of Columbia. The opinion of the commit- 
tee on the part of the Houae la ex)ms*sd with great 
strength in the fourth section of aMU which th*y 
drew, and thatwa*. that "No part of tbeSmilhao- 
nian fbnd, prinrinal or interest, should be wplisd to 
any achooloreonage." Now what was Mr. Bob- 
bins^ opinion, on um part of the committ** of th* 
Senate? Mr. C. here quoted a long passage of Mr. 
R.'B speech, bcm the Congreguonal Globa of that 
date. 

The commitlea divided— th* comisitt** of th* 
House opposing th* appliutiioa of tb* (mi to th^ 
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boildinf ofaicbooIorcoilegejinichBawasiuggeated. ■ 
bjr his mend from Ohio [Mr. Tiff an] and the com- ] 
nittee on the part of the Senate recommending iL 
It being imponiUe to reconcile them, tlii« course 
■eems to have been adopted: each committee re- 
ported a bill. That which was reported to the Sen- 
ate was laid upon the table, bjr a vote of 90 to 15, as 
will be seen by reference to theCongresuonal Globe 
of that date. 

This was Mr. Robbins's proposition for establish- 
ing a national university; and his (Mr. Choate's) 
honorable coUaague, [Mr. Adami,} if he mieht so call 
him, in the other House— the cbauman qf the com- 
mittee—made a report which put an end to this mat- 
ter. 

The question now before the Senate was* not 
whether we should apply this ftmd to a great na- 
tional uniTersity — a university that should be 
worthy the name— which ahoala fill that great spase 
between the college and the pro/esaion — ^in wnich 
the hieheat branches of education were to be taught, 
andvMiich should form and elevate the Ameu^:an 
mind. That was not now the question, because 
there was no such proposition before the Senate. 
The honornble »»3iator from Ohio proposed no such 
•plendid estahjiishment; because ne Knew that to 
maintain tiuch a scheme as that would only be a 
conspicuous absurdity, inasmuch as it woula entail 
* ''loitainty of annoal calls on Congress for lai» 
Appropriations, which would be inrariably refused. 
lie therefore builds bis college upon a much lower 
scale, and proposes to make of that college, io this 
bill, a mere school for teaching a few of the physical 
•ciences. 

Without intending to trespass upon th6 time sf 
the Senate, he submitted that such an institution as 
that would be entirely unnecesMry. He did not 
mean to say, in quite as strone terms, abs(rt«tiily 
unnecessary, but that it wotildbe a complete waste 
of ineans. la a late number of the Nonn Asmican 
Review, he saw it was asserted that thefie are now in 
the United States a hundred and seventy-thiMc^le- 
nate schools. No dovibt ihere were at IcMl a hun- 
ored and fifty; end there were two in this District. 
J*'e".*8»«Wl a single one of the professorships 
for which his honorable friend provided— except, 
perhaps, that of agriculture ana rural economy, 
Mchiteoture, and pouiic»l «e(»omy— that was not 
taught irv most o( these schoola. 

A? B'tSCJilshment of this kind would not, in his 
PP'l^an, com* tip to the promise in ths title, of "an t 
(Bstitntion for tiM difiUsiOii and increase of knowl- 
ed^ among men.*^ Who would come from the 
Southwest, and West, and the great central and 
eastern rc^ooa, to learn navigation, astronomy, or 
any of tht sciences taught in every school around 
tham^ Its students would be confined to the Dis- 
trict, and perhaps to the few adjoining States; and 
■o far from being an establishment of eanenl utility, 
it would be nowing more tlian a dilution of what 
abeady esists* 

He meant, therefoi«, to mote to strike fiom the 
bill that part of it whiui proposed this mode of io- 
etcaiing and diffusing knowledge among men, with 
one exc^ition— and for that he was obliged to the 
honorable senator from Ohio>— which was the pro- 
Tision authorizing the selection and enelosure of 
grounds, upon whi(^ expsriments might be tried in 
forsftn puMBf exotics, seeds, &c. to ascertain 
whetner they would grow here, and be uaefol to 
this country. If this motion should prevail, then 
the whole question would be, What are we to do 
with the Smithsonian fund? It was the application 
of this fimd that had induced him to trespass upon 
the time of the Senate, and he had a proposition 
of bis own to offinr, which he trustea would be 
worthy of oonsideration. He adopted the provision 
of iheoill in relalioD to the corps of leetwerr, but 
he was not in fltvorof these lecturers being brought 
here and settled down upon fixed sedaries. They 
should be; men eminent m science and knowlsdge, 
in literature, holding responsible situations else- 
when, and brotight nere under the stimulation of 
tha great good that is to be effected— men of letters, 
and pubUc men, eminent in the service of their 
country; and the subjects of these lectures should 
be suiiable to an audience which is to consist ef 
members of Congress, and their aons, officers of 
the government, and others, strangers and foreign- 
(Srs who occasionally come to the seat of government 
to see the national legislators in the Capitol of the 
tJnitsd States. 

Believing it was the eeneral deaire of this body, 
and of none mora than ue honorable senator from 
Ohio, to expend this ftud so aa to makeit moat 



available for the purpose for which >t waa desigaed, 
he (Mr. C.) now proposed to appropriate twenty 
thousand dollars of it every year, for twentv-five 
years, or five hundred thousand dollars in all, for 
the purchase of a great national library — not to be 
chosen by a mere oiMiomomao— not by a man who 
should waste it upon mere curiosities in literature 
and musty manuscripts, of no intrinsic valtte, — but a 
man of sound sense and learning, the approved and 
accredited agent of the institution, appointed for the 
purpose. 6W),000 dollars of it thus exjpended, at the 
present reduced prices of books, would give its the 
best library in the civilized world. He did not 
mean that it would be superior in the number of 
books, but in the actual utilitT of them; nor did he 
expect to compete with the ola libraries in Europe in 
point of the enormous collection of old volumes of no 
practical use. It would not be a Ubrary of 7iX),000 
books, aa the library in Rome; nor five or six hun- 
dr^thousand,aatheIibrBciesinMunich; northreeor 
four hundred thousand, as theHbrariss of Copenha- 
gen, Vienna, and Madrid; because it was not by 
hige numbers that we were to make the bestb- 
brary. 

Mr. C, after further entering into a statistical ac- 
eotmt of the libraries in Europe, resumed his propo- 
sition. He held in his hand a work showing that, 
for an expenditure of |7,000, six thousand books had 
been purdv^ed in Europe; and he believed that for 
an expenditure of 4500,000, a library asgood, though 
perhaps not so large, as the best m Europe, could 
oe purdiased. The great want of such a Ubrary 
was manifest He would read extracts from the 
North American Review, showing the actual neces- 
sity for a collection of foreign books of history and 
•cienoe. 

"Wbtt pnbUc libni; In thii coantrr oontaina ths mats- 
rial* tor on ucurate hiitory of an^ one department of 
•cieocel Taka oven the most limited, or ratlwr one of tlw 
moit recant of *U, the icience ef politioal eeoaonj. Hwe 
OUT reeeaichei are confined to one definite penod. w<. 
luve no daftv arclilvee to explore, no time-worn menu- 
nsrlpti to deeipher. The origin of the icience !• witUn the 
memory of our ikUien, and we oonelvei have witnened iu 
•adden growth and npid devslopement Yet how aoch ia 
to be done, how many authoritiee to be weighed, how many 
different treati«e« to be analyzed andfcompared, before we 
cattTentnre tony— ken iethe hiitory, fcr mch wai the 
Hae, nich the pncreii, auoh the ohangea of opinion, racli 
the nweived, ioA nieh tha r^ecta<r theoiiea of political 
economyl- „ . , , , 

•V nch be the obligationa of tte itadsnt, wboae re- 
aearche* are confiaed to a mbject M new, what mut be tha 



public doGumeata, and where ignorance and prcitndiee have 
combined with tlte mete powerful inoentivea of inuieat, to 
perplex hie path by ooatradletory atatamenta and ooafticting 

?"»^"'". 

"An exteniive libruy. aaawering to tha wanta of the lit- 
enrr men who are to oae it, ii eeeenUal to the public and 
effectual promotion of learning, la thia country, the waat 
of large Ubrariei ia a aerioua maoouragement of anparior at- 
tainmenta and aeonnte reaearoliea in almoit every wallc of 
etudy . The time neocaaary for reading or examining a pai^ 
ticular booli la often coniumed in attampta to diaeover or 
obtain it: and fyequently , after every effort, it cannot be pro- 
cured. We are obliged to give oTer our inqoiriea on aol>- 
Jecta, where we would iniTe at fulneii and exactaeai In our 
knowledge, beeaoie deatitnte of the aaaiatance. which the 
learned, ui the lame track of itndy, liave famiahed,— or to 
continue them uikder the diaadvairtafCe of ignoiuoe raapeet- 
imr what has been done by othera. Thui we are liable to be 
OMUpled in aolTinatfIfi'°°'tIe* which have been already 
eleaiM, diacoiai^lBoationa which have already been de- 
oidad, and diggingln mine* of Uteratnr* which former 
agea liave exhauated. Every one, who liaa been in the way 
of panning any branch of atudy in our country beyond the 
mere Momenta, or the polite and popular literature of the 
Ume, Imowa how aoon thi pragma la often anrnted for 
want of hooka. ThIa ia not the oaie merely with penona of 
moderate meaaa, who are nnable to purohaae a library of 
&elr own, but it ia a want felt under the moat favorable cii- 
ermataneee." 

Who would say that such a diaposition of the 
Smithsonian fund waa not in strict accordance with 
the deaien of the bequeat? The object ia to increase 
end dimise knowledge among men; and is not a 
great public library one of the oest possible means 
of effecting this object? 

The eflfect of the proposition of the honorable 
senator from Ohio would be a disbursement of the 
fond without any palpable benefit to show for what 
it waa expended. But a library was a permanent 
and laating property, which would show for itself at 
all future times. 

Mr. C, at great length, expatiated on tha benefits 
and importance of a great national library, such as 
he contemplated and recommended. He uiged that 
Uie intellect of Americaas was not inferior to that of 
Europe; but its aliment wot. It was the highest 



Bspintion of his ambition to aee American maA' 
cope with that of the most |iAed in any land- This 
could only be done by placing within its reach tlt« 
same nutriment — the accumtiiated wiadom and rs- 
searches of the whole worid of mind. A great, a 
providential, an extraordinary and pacoliariy happy 



and appropriate focility — an opportunity that 
woula, in all human probability, occur again — nw 
presented itself of aocomplishuig what was ao ai' 
dently desinsd — ths formation of a natioiial li- 
brary in the New World second to none in tha Old 
Worid. 

He concluded by moving tlie following aaamaA- 
ment: 

Strike otU the 8th section, and insert 

Sxc. s! And whereaa an ample and well aelecledjmblic 
library conatilatei one of the permanent, constant, and 
effectoal meana of incieaaing ynd diOUaing knowladga 
among men: therefbre 

BtU/urlkermacUd, That aiamnat less than ^,000 be 
aiuuaUy expended, of the intereat of the fund aforeaaid, in 
the purchase of Iwolu and manuscripts for the IbmatiOB of 
a library of the inatitation aforesaid; which, foriU eztaat. 
ndety, and value, ahall be worthy of tlie donor of the saM 
fund, and of thia nation, and of the age. 

Mr. TAPPAN next addreased the Senate, but in 
80 low a tone of voice that only detached aenteBoes 
of his remarks could be heard in the gallery. H« 
was undentood to aigue that there was no neeeasi- 
ty for str^ing out the eighth section, or matsriallr 
altering the bill, aa it was not incompatiUe with 
its provisions to engraft upon it a modification of 
the propoeinon submitted by the aenator from Ma»- 
sachnsetta. If a Ubrary on a Uberal acale, audi aa 
the senator desired, wsa deemed proper, it would 
be only necessary to add a section to that efieot to 
the biU, striking out so much of the first section as 
relates to the same aubject. But he did not ooncar 
with the senator from Maasachosetta that a vast 
and costly miscellaneoos library would meet the ob^ 
Jeeia contemplated by ths donor of this m^btificent 
fund. In addition to the general tarmaof his ex- 
pressed wUl, that this fund should be applied to the 
"increaae and diffusion of knowledge anioiig men," 
it viras proper to inquire into the manner in which 
he himself conceived this was best to be aseompliah- 
ed; and in thia inquiry whatever inatruetion cooM 
begleanedfiom hi* own habits and ponuiu should 
not be disregarded, in the absenoe of other U^ta. 
Mr. Sraithson was an emuwnt' practical phtto*- 
opher, intimately acquainted with the praetiasl 
sciences— such aa chemistry, mioanionr, iPelMT, 
and natural history— to the nuiMte Mody of whieh 
be mainly dovotadhia life. Bis fitvorite leaott waa 
the Jordin da Plmta at Paris, an inatiuition in whieh 
he found congr^oted all the elemenU furnished hy 
nature, art, and science for pursuits congenial to his 
own mind. "Hiere could be UlUe doubt that, in m»- 
king this bequest to the United Stalea, he bad in 
view the eatabliahment of some such inatitutioB aa 
the JariBn iet Plmlet in the weatem hemiatAeta. 
On thia reasonable supposition the present biU wm 
ftamed; sad to show that it conformed closely to 
that deaign he requeated a deacription of that uMti- 
tutionlwiiicb he sent to the table, would be read. 

The description was accordingly read, but being 
imperfootly heard the substance only ia here given: 

JarMn SoyaU ie$ Plmttt ou JarXn dn J2«t.— Thia 
institution owes its origin to Guy do la Biosae, phy- 
sician to Louis XIII. RicheUeu, Sequier, and Bui- 
Uon, intaodanta of finance, enabled him to found a 
botanic garden, and to lay down the plan, whic h hia 
successors carried to perfection. Tnia nrm grew 
to maturity during the reigna of Louis XlVandiV; 
and the other departments owed their excellence of 
arrangement to the celebrated Buffon dunng hia sy- 
perintendence. His studies embraced alT nature, 
and he coUeoted hia materials from every portion of 
the globe. Since his time, Dauberton compietad the 
wh^ plan, and raised the estabUabment to the 
highest degree of perfection. 

jbistinguuhed professors exercise their talents m 
gratuitous lectures on mineralogy, geology, general 
chemistry, botany, agriculture, natural history, the 
anatomy of man and animals, and iconography. 

The buUding contains a copious Ubrary of woiks 
•f natural hiatory, fine collections of preserved aai- 
nial specimens, vegetables, minerals, oompleteheiin 
aries, drawings of extraordinary merit, and a garden 
judicioualy and tastefully laid out, in which ia com- 
bined the cultivation of indigenous productions with 
that of exotic planta. The productiona of every re- 
gion of die globe are preserved in extensive hot- 
houses. There is a manaeerie, a superb botanical 
garden, a ^>lendid amphitheatre for lectures, and 
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tfadouM iMtM of euriontie)!. ETerything is open 
to t)M ^blJe gnUuitoudy. 

Mr. T., in continumtion, expatiated at coniidera- 
ble length upon the meriu of the bill; and in proof 
that it* proTMiona were calculated to meet the wiahei 
and intcntioni of the donor of the munificent fund 
oov the object of eonaideration. He doubted the 
utility of f uch an extensive and costly librarv as 
had been suggested by the senator from Massachu- 
setts; he douMed the possibility of laying out useful- 
ly and advantageously |90,000 a year — or even more 
than four or five thousand doUars a year — in the pur>- 
chase of books. It would be impossible to make 
■uch a vast collection of books as |500,000 would 
purchase, without including cart loads — nay, 
ship kiads— of trash, not worth in reality 
the cost of transport. There was the library of 
Congress, to the increase of which |5,000 was annu- 
ally appropriated, and it was well known that this 
■um enabled the committee to procure everything 
coming out in print worth procuring. Yet, in tins 
library, small m comparison to anv of those foreign 
libraries alluded to by the senator, ne protested there 
was oiore than half the books that ne would not 
take a gift of for the cost of transportation to Ohio. 
In concluaioD, he saw no necessity for striking out 
the eighth section of the bill. If the Senate approved 
of a more liberal proviabn for a library, an addition- 
al section eould be put after the 8th seetion, and the 
necessary alteraiion could be made in the first sec- 
tioD. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not rise for anv purpose 
of oppoaition, but to suggest a course tnat would 
probiy lesult in harmonizing the propositions of the 
senators firom Ohio and Massuhusetts. He thought 
if the lall was recommitted to the Committee on the 
Ldbraiy, it would receive more attention than it was 
posaibb to bestow upon it when there before, in 
eonaequcnoe of the absence of some of ita members; 
and he had no doubt the proprietv of providing for 
the establishment of a complete limary on a liberal 
scale^he would not say to the extent of purchasaa 
amounting annually to twenty thousand, fifteen 
thousand, or tan thousand dollars, but to an extent 
commeoanrate with the wants of science and the 
arta in this coiutry at preaent, to be hereafter en- 
larged as might be found neoeinary. He should be 
sorry to see the 8th section of the bill stricken out, 
for M Ibotig^t thtttt were important previsions in 
it whkh Mght lojbe letained. The professors, and 
•very thing going to the prineiple of having a col- 
lege or ■ekoM connected with the institution, should 
be dispensed with, but the plan of eiaphtying emiv. 
nent lecturers should be rettdned. These lecturers 
could vary well perform all the e^cperiments re- 
quired by the bill of proftssors. If lectiuen of great 
attainments, even from Europ^ were deemed necc^ 
aary, they could be proeurea and paid liberally. 
Tha donor of this fund was too well informed not to 
know that in this country the most ample provisions 
in achoot lands had been made for elementary ado-. 
cation,and that thia fund waa at least equal to a 
stock yielding a million and a half of doUars annu- 
ally for purposes of education. His intention doubt- 
lesa was to devote his bequest to that increase and 
diAuuon of knowledge among men which was not 
to be attained at existing insatutioos of learning in 
this country; and it was oovioua this intention could 
be bast accomplished by a harmonious blending 
of the propoaitions of the two senators, properiy 
modified. There was, however, one part of the 
plan he strongly objected to ss uimecessary; it was 
that relating to the establiahment of a salaried board 
of managers. The whole thing of balloting in Con- 
graaa for this board of managers was objectionable, 
and would lead to loss of time and other ittoon« 
venieoeaa; besides, the persons so chosen might 
be the most unfit. There was no occaaion 
whatever for that description of management. A 
national institute was eUready in existence 
in the capital of the government, created by Con- 
gnm, and the objects of which were peculiar ly ap- 
propnate to those of the trust now under considera- 
tion. The officers of tUa institute are the ex effieU 
officers of the government itself, the scientific resi- 
dents of the city, and the most eminent professors of 
many of the learned institutions of the country. 
These are all gentlemen of hi^ attainments and 
character, to whom the pursuit of knowledge and its 
diO^on ate labors of love, for which they seek no 
pecuniary reward. To that institute this trust 
■boold be confided. He hoped, therefore, that in re- 
modeling the bill, the committee would allow this 
matter ita due weight and consideration. 
Mr. TAPPAM saw bo necessity for recommitting 



the bill to the Committee on the Library, or any 
other committee. The Senate could> without stri- 
king out the 8th section, amend it, and incorporate 
suda modification as it might approve of the propo- 
sition made by the senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. PEARCE suggested the propriety of post- 
poning the further consideration of the bill tul to- 
morh>w, by which time gentlemen might make up 
their minds as to the necessity of remodeling the 
biU. 

On moUon of Mr. MOREHEAD, the Senate then 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wedkbidat, January 8, 1845. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The following are the executive communications 
which were received yesterday aa the House was 
about to adjourn: 

I. A letter from the Clerk of the House, accom- 
panied by a statement of the expenditure of the 
contingent fond of the House for the year 1844: 
laid on the table. 

II. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasunr, 
tranamitting a report, prepared m obedience to the 
joint resolution of Congress of the last session (in- 
troduced by Mr. Pratt, of New York) direetine 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be cof 
lected, arranged, and clasaifiM, such statistical in- 
formation as may be procured, showing, or 'fviling 
to show, each year, the condition of the agriculture, 
manuflictures, dpraestie trade, currency, and banks, 
of. the several Statea and Territories of the Unitea 
States. 

Mr. PRATT moved its leforenoe to a select coat- 
mittee of five members, to be called the Committee 
on Statistics; which motion was agreed to; and a 
Committee on Statistics waa raiaed aooordingly. 

III. A letter from the SecreUry of War, with 
the amual report of the names and salaries of clerks 
employed in the War Department in the year 1844: 
laid on the table. 

IV. A letter frotn the Secretanr of War, with a 
report prepared in obedience to the act of Jtue 30, 
1834, containing the names, dales of appointment, 
and pay of all persons employed in the service of 
tiie Incuan dqiartment dunng the year 1844: laid on 
the table. 

y . A I^ter from the Secretary of the Navr, trans- 
mitting a alatement of the expenditure of the fund 
appropriated for the eontingant erp e nas a <f tha Wa^ 
Ty Department: laid on the table. 

V'l. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, ac- 
companied with the annual report of the names and 
salaries of persons employed as clerks in the sev- 
eral offices of the Navy Department for the year 
1844: laid on the table. 

VU. A letter from the Seoretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the annual report under the provisions 
of the act for the relief of insolvent debtors to the 
United Statea: laid on the table. 

VIII. A letter from the Commissioner 6f the 
Public Boildincs, tranamitting the annual report of 
the buainess of his office, and of the expenditures 
made by him for the year 1844: laid on the table. 

SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT. 

The resolution of Mr. ADAMS oflfered last even- 
ing, to grant the use of the Hall ona evening a week 
for fotir sttocessiva weeks to Robert Owen, for the 
delivery, of four lectures on the improvement of 
human society, came up this morning. 

Mr. ADAMS modified the tesoluuon, as he said 
he had been authoriied by Mr. Owen to do, so as 
to relate to but two evenings, the evening of the SSth 
instant, and of the same day of die suooeeding weel' 

Mr. HAMMETT opposed the rBsoluuo,:^ ^^ 

Sneral grounds. Ha was opposed to the practice 
at had grown up of grafting the usa of the hall 
to men, women, and children, comuig into this city 
to Iscture upon every inwiginable subset that could 
find place in the humto-i imagination. He thought 
that nothing like the^ sanction of Congress should be 

Sven to them. H.e should not only vote against 
is, but all aimi'.^ resolutions. 

Mr. ARWN.GTON renewed the mou'on made last 
evening bv '.dm, and rejeotad, to lay the resolution 
on the tahie. 

Mr. xlRINKERHOFF called the yeaa and naya; 
whicilii were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the motion waa 
•greed to— yeaa 91, nays 63. 

So the teiolvition was bid on the table. 



aAILROAS IN MU8IS8IPPI. 

Mr. ROBERTS, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
in reaud to the railroad leading to Jackaoa, through 
Brandon, to the weatem boundary of Alabama; 
which waa read the first and aecond time, and n- 
fetred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

UNITED STATES COiniTS IN OHIO. 

Mr. DUNCAN, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked leave to introduce a bill to divide the Stale of 
Ohio into two judicial districts for the district 
court ofthe Unitea States; but objections being made, 
the bill was not received. 

ADMISSION OF TEXAS AS A STATE. 

Mr. DROMQOOLE asked the general oonsent of 
theHouaeto introduce, without formal notice, a 
bill, declaring the assent of Congress that a new 
State be formed within the jurisdiction of the repub- 
lic of Texas, and admitted into this Union. 

Mr. D. asked the indulgence ofthe House sim- 
ply to state that, in drawing up this bill, he had fol- 
lowed the precedents set by Congress m admitting 
the first two new Statea that were admitted into tha 
Union, viz: Kentucky and Vermont. On tiie 4th 
February, 1791. Kentucky was erected into a Stats 
within the jurisdiction of Virginia, to come into the 
Union more than a year afterwards; and the Slala 
ofVermont, which was then out ofthe Union, waa 
admitted aa an entire member of the confoderacy, to 
come in OB the 4th of March, 1791. 

Leave was then granted, and the bill was read as 
follows: 

**St it tnacUd by the Senate and Houtt rf^RepreitiUaHvea ^ 
tAc V\aiui Stein 0/ Jimtrica in Ctntntt ataamiUi, audit 
it Atnty titm:ted and dtclmrtd. That th« Coagnu doth eoa- 
Mat that a new State may be encted, wjuin thejuiinlis- 
tloD ofthe repablic of Texai, adJeiniiia the Statee of Looia* 
ianaand Ananaaa, and boandedaliobythe Oulf of Mexi- 
co, wiOi a rapnbUoaa fbim of gOTemment, to tm adopted bjr 
the inbahltanta o( aaid republic, aMosibled by dapaUes in 
oonventjon, with the coneeat of the **Ving govemmant, 
hi order that the lald new State stay be admitted hito tUa 
Union. 

^Ind be it further enacted and declared, That the foregoing 
consent of the Congress is given upon the following cond^ 
lions, to wit: that the new State shall be'lormed, and iu 
government adopted, prior to the fourth day of July, in the 
present year; and that the boundaries of the said new State, 
conforming to the outlines before stated, and contain- 
ing an area not exceeding thousand square miiea, 

shall be defined by the convention of deputies, and inserted 
in the constitution or form of government; and that the as- 
sent ofthe State shall be also inserted to such boundaries 
ofthe remaimng territory, properly pertaining to Tezaj, 
and to be claimed and held by said new State on superced- 
ing the present government, ae may be settled and defined 
by the government of the United States, by negotiation and 
tpeaty, or otherwise. 

.^Hrf be it further enacted and declared. That, on the afore- 
said lourth day of July, in the present vear, the said new 
State, having been thus formed and delinod, by the aame 
aiidstyleof the State of Texas, shall be received and admit- 
ted into this Union as a new and entire member of the Uni- 
ted States of America. 

The bill having been read the aecond tiaie. 
On motion of Mr. DROMOOOLE, it was ntt- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the at*' ..'^ 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 
IMPRISONMENT OF GOVERNOR 



Mr. BURKE aaked the consent r 
present certain resolatiooa of the ' 



DORS. 
ji the House to 



State of New Hampshita.wlr^^'^*^?''^ "^ ^ 
the'^r^aSu^^^ ''^'^ to .» reception of 

^^^. -*^_?'?^ ■■''•^ ''<"; ^' fading of tha 



M. 



.una; and they were read. 



y. CRANSTON called for the yeaa and aiyt; 
T^nich being ordered, the queation was taken arid 
decided in the nenuve— yeas 113, naya 74— thara 
not being two-thiraa in the affirmative, as followai 

YF.AS— Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Bayly, Benton, Bid- 
lack. Ktlward J. Dlack. James Blacic, Blackwell, Bowlia, 
BoT<!. Brengle, BrinkerhoH', Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, 
WiUjam J. Brown, Burke, Caldwell. Jeremiah E. Gary, 
Shepherd Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman. Chapnell, Clin- 
ton, l-'obb. Cross, Dona, Daniel, Darr^gh. Richard D. Davis, 
Jolin W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dillingham. Dromeoole, 
Duncan. Dunlap. Elmer. Farlee, Foster. French, Fuller, 
Hale, Hannibal Homlin. Edward a. Hamlin, Hammett, Hays, 
Henl'-v, Herrick, Ho[>kius. Houston, Hubard, Hughes. Hun- 
gerforJ, James B. Hunt, Andrew Johnson, George W.Jones, 
iadlew Kennedy, Preston King, Labraache, Leonard, Lu- 
eai, Lumpkin, Lyon, .McCauslen, .Maclay, I\icClelland, 
McCouncll. .VIcDowell. McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morrir, 
tiaao E. Morse, Nes, Norris, Owen, Parmenler, Pettii, 
Bmety D. Potter, Pratt, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Redine 
Rittvr. Roberts, Russell, St. John, Saunderf, Thomas H. 
Saymoin, Simons, Sli.lell .lobn T. Sn.itli. Thomas Smith, 
Robert Snjth, Staenrod, iuha Stewart, StUea, Jama* W. 
Stone, Aliirad F. Mom, Strong. Sykaa, Taylor, Thompaon, 
Tibbatti, Tnoker, Waller, Wsatworth, Bsajaaain yfim, 
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waUtmi, Voodwud. Jouph A. Wiight, Ytaotj, tnd 
Te<t-l(t. 

NATS— M«un- Abbot, Arrincton, Aihe. B«ker, Bar- 
jljiver.Bania><d, Milton Brown, Jtremitb Brown, Bnlllnf- 
ton, Burt, CampbtU, ConoU, Chilton, CUnch, CUngn«n, 
CruMton. Oarrott Dorii, Deberry, Delist, Dioker, Fbh, 
Flonaoo, Foot, OMdlngi, Gonin, WilUi Oresn, Orinnell, 
OridWi Bmloon, Huper, HoImiM, Bodton, Jouph R. In- 

Jenolli Irrjo, Jenkt, C«t« Johatan. Fetl«7 B. Jokuon, 
oka F. KennedT, Ontel P. King, Mdlniino, Munh, Ed- 
ward J. Horrif, Freeman H. Mono, Moeel^, Newton, Pptef^ 
son, FaytoB, PoBoek. Eliska R. Fotter, Piwton, Baoitey, 
Ch^risaM. Raad, Bkett, Rockwell, Rodnar, Rogan, 8aa- 
ale, Sekenck, Sentar, Severance, Albert smitk, Cdeb B. 
Snilh, Stepbaai, Andrew Stewart, Bummen, Thomauon, 
TUdan, l^lxr, Vance, Vaomatar, Vinton, Wetkerad, Jolin 
Whits, tad. Wiuthiop— 74. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Hia MouM reaolvad iiaelf into CommittM of the 
'Whole on the itat* of the Union — ^Mr. HoFKon io 
the cinui^-«nd reaiimed the eonaideratien of the res- 
olution for the annexation of Texaa to the Union. 

Mr. C. B. SMITH, who bad the floor fivm yea- 
Utivfr Mid there had been no question, since the or- 
ganixation of this goreinmeDt, erer ditcuned in the 
hall* of Coagwae, more important than tbia quea- 
■tioii of the annexation of Texaa to the United States. 
He <Ud not deaive, in the remarks he should now 
make, to discuss this question in the spirit of pcuty, 
for, if tlMre was any question which should appeal 
to them as Americans, as patriots, and as lovers of 
their coimtry, and which abould call upon them to 
diseard ftora their minds all party consideratioM, it 
was this. It was a question which rose &r abovs 
•11 party consideiations: it was a question which 
was destined to affect the eontiBuance of this 
goremmeat, and the poipetuity of our institutions 
and our glorious republic He regretted, with the 
gentleman firom Alabama, [Mr. Yanobt,J «rho ad- 
dressed them yesterday with so m«ch wrrid elo- 
quence, and be deprecated| with that gentleman, the 
introduction of party topica; but he regretted also 
that the gaotleman fram Alabama did not add to the 
fbree of his precept the force of example. He 
would not follow that gentleman into an examina- 
tion of Hartford conventionism; he would net au 
tempt to refute the stale charges of ftderalism 
which had beeo made against the party with which 
he (Mr. S.) was associated. He did not think it 
Moessary that chaigea of that kind should be re* 
fitted. 

They were told but a few days since, by the 
chatrman of the Committee on Foreign Anaira, 
that but one short' year ago the measure of 
anrteaoition wouM have been discountenanced 
and rejected by an overwhelming vote if it bad 
been oronght forward; and there was not a 
man amonnt them who did not know that to 
be true. Tnere was not a man amongst them that 
did not know that the sentiments, (Mings, wishes, 
and judginent of the American people were against 
this qitestion in every shape and form. Yes, and 
no longer sgo than one short year. And whyhad 
the annexation of Texas become so popular^ Why 
was it that the individuals who, twelve months ago, 
stood up and gave utterance to ssntimente in ac- 
cordance with the wishes of the people, should 
now, for the expression of the same sentiments, be 
denounced as traitors to the country? They bad 
been charged with treachery to the government and 
to the country, because they desired to raise their 
▼oiM in opposition to this measure; at a Ume, he 
repeated, when — fi^ey were told by the gentleman 
under whose auspices this measure was now 
brovight forward — the opinion of the people was al- 
most universally against it. Why was this? Be- 
ea<)se the appliances of party had been resorted to; 
because it nad been incorporated into the democratic 
creed; because a poWerftil political party had seen 
the pro{»ety of inscribing Texas on their banner. 
It was the spirit of party which had given it the 
imooaing aspect which it had assumed, and all the 
inMuence which it exercised. 

Thsrs were a great number of objections which 
he enteitaraed to the annexation of Texas, and he 
would allude to as many as he could within the lim- 
its of his hour: it must, however, be apparent, that 
no one could disease this subject fuHy m that short 
period. He conid do no more than glance at his ob- 
Jeofiona, and therefoie he should not drag into the 
discussion any oollateral issaes. He should have 
been glad if aoroe of the gentlemen opposite would 
have given them some reasons why Texas should 
be annexed. Th* gentleman from Alafaaasa, [Mr. 
Yahckt,] though he declaimed with so much vin- 
dictiveneas against irrelevancy in others, failed to 
liveoMifMMiforuuwxiUion. He (Mr. 8.) had 



looked in vain throagh the puUished report of that 
gentleman's speech for a sin^ argument The 
gentleman indulged in bitter denunciation «f the 
North, and of Massachusetts, and the other firee 
States; and he wasted much of his eloquence in lav- 
ish praise of the South; but through the whole of 
that gentleman's effort he could not find a single ar- 
gument why Texas should be annexed. True the 
gentleman sought to show that we might do it con- 
stitutionally. He (Mr. S.) differed from Ihegentlo- 
man on that ground; but if he had no constitutional 
scruples, his objections were so insuperable that he 
was c«dled upon to oppose it with all the ener^ea 
which he possessed. He believed the framers oMhe 
constitution never contemplated that by virtue of 
that instrument this govenimentwoulct attempt to 
annex to this oountryterritory belonging to a for- 
eign government With as much propriety they 
might annex territory of the government of En^and 
or of France; or call upon the people of^ng- 
land and of Franco to oi^anize themselver into 
Slates to be incorporated into this Union. The pow- 
er to acquire territory even by treaty, in the inatancea 
which had been so often referred to, was seriously 
doubted by Mr. Jefferson, and it was only justified 
and sanctioned by the necessity of the case — the 
navigation of the Mississippi and the posaassion of 
New Orieans being deemea eatential to the security 
and weU being of this country. Without, how- 
ever, attemptii^ to elaborate the constitutional dis- 
cussion, he mamtained that if we had the power to 
acquire territory, it could only be done by treaty; . 
Congress had no power by legialation, without 
an utter disrM^ard of the constitution, to bring any 
territory into this Union. 

But was it expedient to annex Texas to this 
Union? On this ground, too, his oljeotions were in- 
superable. It was alleged that Texas was free: end 
yet, by annexation, they were called upon to "ex- 
tend the ueaof fireedom." Were the people of Texas 
eoslaved? Weie they groaning in bonoage and un- 
der oppression? They were told the free govern- 
ment of Texaa was in full operation, and that the 
Texians were capable and able to sustain tliem- 
selves against all the powers that might rise up 
against Uiem. If, then, they were fret — if they 
were enjoying a republican government, and living 
under a constitution modefled on our own, why 
could they not enjoy their libertiea under their 
own, as weU as luder our constitution? And how, 
diea, were they to "extend the area of freedom" by 
annexing Texas to this Union? They were told 
that the independence of Texas had been achieved' 
on the plains of San Jacinto; but by whom was it 
won? By citizens of Texaa? No; every gentleman 
knew that it was won by citizens of the 
United States — by those who had gone there 
in vi<dation of the obUgaiions which we owe 
to Mexico, to fight the battle; and who, 
after gaining the vicloiy, returned to, and were now 
in, the Uniud States. Yes, we achieve, the victory, 
overthrow Uie power of Mexico, render Texas tem- 
porarily ttta and independent; and then, as one of 
the fruits of that victory, we say we will annex 
Texas to our government. Frequent leibrence bad 
been made to Die efforts of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Adams] to acquire Texas; but he 
called upon gentlemen to point to a solitary attempt 
made by the gentleman to acquire it by force. The 
attempt was to aocomplish it by treaty — to purchase 
the territory from Mexico; the attempt was made 
twenty.five years ago to obtfcin it in a la'wful, and 
upright, and honorable manner, but now they were 
callad upon to rob Mexico, and to embark in an ex- 
pedition of con^aeat THere was no parallel what- 
ever be twe en this and the eariier attempts to acquire 
Texas; and he now aAerted that this proceeding 
was a violation of treetv stipulations, and ita ac- 
eompliahment would indelibly stain the national 
escutcheon; and, however much they might pride 
themselves on national honor, the condemnation of 
the civilized world would rest upon them for this 
act of unholy and iwwarrantable spoliation. 

He then proceeded to notice some artidee which 
had appeared in the Globe on this sutajert — a paper 
which, he supposed, would be good authority with 
the party opposite. The first to which he referred 
was publianed on the Sdth of April, 1844, in ap- 
proval of Mr. Van BuTen's Texas letter. [Some 
gentleman remarked that was a year ago.] He was 
told that was a year ago; he waa aware of that, and 
in this day of progressive democracy, a year was a 
lotag time. He l&n tnioted from articles publish- 
ed u the GHobe on the let, 4th, and ISthof May.and 
conuneated on them as be proceeded. He (bto said 



he aaight also refer to the letter of Mr. Vaa Bnr«« 
the letter of Mr. Foisylh, and to othen, whidi eoM- 
deained this annexation, and which exp i a—a d th* 
views of the American people. 

We bad been told by Mr. Van Buren, in his last 
letter, that the relatioaa between this govstnaMM 
and Mexico had not undergone any chann s«ch as 
tocbaoge the poaition then assumed, and that was, 
that it would tie dishonorable. It would be at this 
time equally dkhonorable. He refiurred to ihtM 
facta for the purpose of showing the vacillatioMaad 
changes in regard to great national questioiis wUell 
party politics were aUe to create. 

AnMher objection, and a very important one, 'was, 

that by annexing Texas to this Umon, w» mill 

the payment of her debts. He knew there mm 
many gentlemen on this floor who, when the indetesd 
States had aiked assistancs in getting rid c^thair 
burdens, had denounced the 'very attempt as tntmm 
to the government. Th* party with whom he waa 
connoted had been denounced from on* ead of 
Ae Union to the other becanae they had "fcnliilwd 
the desire that the general go vemaMi«,thiou|^ ita 
public domain, should fUrnish some aid to ifaaie in- 
debted States. Yet these very individuals, 'wko 
were so loud in their denunciations in this iostaaee, 
were now willing to assume the untold millioo* of a 
foreign debt It 'wss true Uiat, by the treanr, s*- 
sumption was limited to ten miUion; butiudiiot 
every man known that honor, konas^, every prin- 
ciple of common justice 'wouM bind vs pay wm 
debts to the last fiufthing, althotigh they amoottad t» 
one hundred millions. Could we tske Texss with 
that immense extent of fertile domaia on iriiieh 
the gentleman from AJabama bad expatiated, 
with all her resources, and all h*r wealth, 
and then repudiate bar debts. There would be in 
this a more damning condemnatioa than in rohhin g 
Mexico of her po s s e ss i on. Hiould we now add to 
that infamy^whieh, he was sorry to say, had al- 
ready attached itself to the American name by the 
repudiation of some of the debts of our States— that 
ofoaauming the wealth and the lesoureei of Tsaaa, 
and then rqmdiating her debts? We could not do 
it, tmlea* we were wiUhtg to disgrace ourad'ra* in 
the eyes of the civilised world. 

What were these debts? Why didnotnatlaaMn 
who ware So anxious to annex Taxaa, tell us what 
they were? Were they ten ,nrillioBs of doUaitf 
No man would limit them to that They had b*en 
estimated by some atfiftr aaillietts of doUan, and 
even more. If Texas desired admissiea int» the 
Union, why did she not come forward and give na 
a schedule of her l e sou rees sad debia? They 'wera 
leaping in the dark on this question. 

Another objection which he had to the anaeaa 
tion of Texaa was, that no gentleman on this don- 
knew the relations subsisting between Texas aad 
European nations — what commercial treatiea had 
been 'entered into by her with GreeU Britam 'and 
other naCdns — or what were the oblinitiona gmwiag 
out of those treatiea, and what would be tHair eiect 
upon us. It was said that there 'was a trsMty be- 
tween Texas and E^Iand, by which the riat of 
search had been surrendered by her to En^aod. 
How fhr might our commerce be molested under 
this—how far our honor be tarnished by the exer^ 
cise of that power by Qreat Britain— « power vrhieh 
this country had always resisted, and whioh, he 
trusted, we always would reeiat? 

Another objection: there was a great variety of 
propositions 'nere for the introduction of Texas; 
they had assumed every variety of shape, but yet 
he hod seen no proposition here which settled the 
important question of slavery. Wera we going to 
admit this territory, and leave this question to be 
the subject of future contest — to be the means of 
giving, at some subsequent time, to this nation a 
shock which it would hardly be able to sustain? if 
this territory was to be annexed, now was the time 
for this importaat question to be settled. He knew. 
the friends of slavery were afraid to touch the qoea- 
tion now, but were for postponing it; and when here- 
after the vital question came up of admitting the 
States which should be formed out of its temtory, 
we should have another Missouri question, whioi 
would shake this government from its centre te its 
circumfierence, on which the antagonistio feelings of 
the North and South would be stirred up, and when 
there would be less inducement thaa at present for 
compromise. Now was the time, and he called on 
every lover of his country — every one desirous of 
the perpetuity of our Union— to decide that it •hoaU 
now be settled before it was too late. 

Another ^uestkw, and « ^ueMion which be i^ofnr 
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With these brief hiota, I leave the conatitiMiotwl 
point to others, older and of more experienoe in !•• 
^islation than myself, and pass to a review of the tahr 
ject, in its foreign'aspect. I purpose to apeak of th« 
Jtntiee and expediency of this great measure; in con- 
nection with the public sentiment of tliia country, 
and with the laws of the einlLced woild. 

In all matters of controversy, however important, 
there are eommoiily certain maia principles, which 
once established, the whole subject in dispute is 
settled. Andif we desirs to obtoui dear views of 
things, we do well to fix our eyes steadily on these, 
nor suffer our attention to be withdrawn by incidcn- 
tal propositions, not relevant, or, at least, not es- 
sential. 

If this be true in the general, the remark applies 
with, especial force to the subject btfore ns> It 
would be difficult ta find a matter, where the dadwiva 
points at issue eue so few and simple; yet one '4at 
has been so smothered up by a load of exbaBeotia 
matter, as this Texas annexation. The r^ht or 
virrong of the case is a question of public justtee, of 
international law; it hangs not on tne tone of a d^ 
spatch or the wording of an accompanying docti- 
ment. The expediency of the measure inTohres 
considerations national in the widest sense of the 
term, co-extensive with the Union, reaching to after 
ages; let it not be dwaiftd down to a party inangle, 
or a Northern and Southern diafmts; a quarrel. Oiat 
has no higher aim, than to give office to a man,' or 
sustaining aid to a temporary institution. 

The public press is loaded down with comments 
on the difriomatic encounters of the past year, be- 
tween us and Mexico. Tiieae paper weapons may 
decide our opinion of men; they ought - ual to . influ- 
ence our judgment of measures. Let those who find 
causeofoflfence in their language and spirit suffer 
me to remind Aem, that, when tliey have Settled 
that point, they are no nearer the true issue tiiwebe- 
fore. We may not like the terms in which a claiip 
is uiged; yet, if we are just, we shall stiU look to 
the subuanoeof tfaedaim, noltothsiaannsrofpre- 
ierringit. 

It IS easy and invidious to find &Hlt. e^Mcially 
when a transaction is passed and its results have be- 
come apparent. Yet t trust I shall not give offence, 
nor be neld fiuling in respecUo the partna concern- 
ed, if I express regret that tJw question of the right 
or the wrong tf (ke Ttxtan rteehttto* haM been 
suffered ta mmgle, even incidentally, with the ttua 
issues, in our diplomatic correspondence with 
Mexico. Tlie Texians, indeed, have most am- 
ple justification of their revolution. The war 
which glorionsly ended at New Orieans thirty 
yaaw ago this .veiy day, was not more just 
than that by which l^xas became independent. One 
half the provocation Texas has reesived would have 
dissevwred our Unioo long ago. There is net a 
State of the twenty-six so poor of ij^irit, that her 
citizens would not have men, as a man, acainst 
such usurpation. But however nnquestionwla the 
rieht, it is not one, in my judgment, which we were 
nuled upon, or which we should havepermitted 
outvelves, to argue with Mexico. With TecUa, not 
with us, was the question of past grievances aniinst 
Mexican authority open, it open at all. BiH in 
truth it was dosed; dosea, long since, by that ■tern 
ubiter, the sword. 

Nor does it seem to me, that it was our place, aa 
n^otiators, even to allude to former rights tmder 
by-gone treaties. Do we claim Texas under tha 
treaty of 1803? Not at all. Signer Rejon so con- 
strues it; but that is onli^ one of the men of stniw he 
sets up, for the convenient pleasure of comfortably 
demolishing him agtiin. 

As between us and Texas, the argument from 
that treaty, in its moroi bearing, is a strong one; and 
as such I have, on a previous occasion, alluded to 
it. Our solemn promise publicly made m 1803 we 
violated in 1819; and thongh we may not take ad- 
vantage of our own wrong still to claim Tfl^cas 
against our formal cession, yet neither are we re- 
leased from our obligation to receive her, so soon aa 
circumstances lawfully and honorably permit, and 
she herself desires re-annexation. 

If any thing can strengthen our moral obligation 
to repair a great wrong, committed for the sake of 
acquiring the Ploridas, it is the fact, not generally 
known, tiiat the Texians, numbering In 1819, 
over ten thousand free white inhabitants, formally 

Srotested,jiu(/«urinoniAi «^er the signatun <if lit 
'lorida treaty, against this abandoning of their per-* 
sons and their territory to the tender mercies of 

Spein- «. . , u 

In Mea-s Register for 1819, at page 31, m » h» 



was-calculated to arouse the feelings of gentlemen 
on this floor, but one which, however, must be bold- 
It, feariesaly met: and that was the sectional ques- 
tion which bad been raised in this discussion. They 
had been told by gentlemen themselves who advo- 
cated this measure, that it was a southern question — 
that Texas was to be annexed for the purpose of 
Strengthening and fortifying the institution of 
slaverv — that they demands that this territocy 
should be annexed as a guaranty for the preservation 
of their rights. Let him ask, had they any right to 
make such a demand? He spoke of tne conflicting 
views which were entertained, and of the glorious 
oompromises from which resulted our constitution. 
Ohae of tiiese was, that in every State where slavery 
subaisted it was guarantied by the obligation that 
rested on every American to sustain the constitu- 
tion of his country. Sooner than attempt to de- 
prive them of that right of gtiaranty under the con- 
stitution, he would suffer liis arm to be severed 
from his body. We are willing (said Mr. S.) to 
guaianty them this right; and is not that enough? 
A gnat deal had been said about the danger to the 
South from the discussion of slavery. Let him 
tell gentlemen that the discussion of slavery, as an 
abstract question, was what they bad not the right 
to check. As freemen, they had the right to discuss 
it; it was a right he never would surrender but with 
hislift. It was not in the letter ofthe compact that 
they ahoold hold their mouths on this subject; and 
when they said slavery was an evil, they said no 
moR than the best patriots of the State had said. 
When they said slavery was fraught with evil to 
all conneeted with it, they but said wllat had been 
deebired by Washington, by Jefferson, by the im- 
mortal Marshall, and by many other patriots of the 
South. The right of freemen to express their sen- 
timents on this subject could not and would not 
be restrained. But believisg, as they did, that it 
was an evil, they were nevertheless willing to 
stand by the compact they had made; they 
were willing to defend their brethren of the 
South in the enjoyment of their rights; and they 
would do it at the expense of their treasure, ana, 
ifneed be, of their blood. We will stand by the 
constitution as it is, (said Mr. 8~,) but we 
will not, we aannot consent that it shall oe required 
of iu to give further guaranty to the preservation <^ 
diis institution. |le denied that there had been any 
tBott made on this floor to JBtorfers with tl>e rights 
of the South, and held it to be unjust that the body 
of the North should be held responsible for the in- 
eendiaiy opinions put forth by a few abohuonists. 
He had often thought that the proverb that extremes 
often meet was verified on this question; there had 
heen a very rapid approximation between the ex- 
trsme anti-ahtvery men of tlie North and the ultm- 
afatvery men of the South; both asked that the com- 
{womises of the constitution should be unsetUed, 
each in favor of their respective and antagonistic 
scheme. The great body of the people in the free 
States occupied the ground that the constitution, 
as it is, should be sustained; that there should 
b« no interference with it on the one side 
or the other; and they said, while they would 
countenance no effort to disturb the institution 
of slavery as it is, at the same time they would 
resist any atteoipt to extend or perpetuate that 
institution or increase its power. We had 
had acquisitions of territory, it was true, bat 
Mr. S. referred to the fact that they had been 
made only during the administrations, and under 
the auspices of southern gentlemen — that of 
Louisiana under the administration of Jefferson, 
and of Florida under that of Monroe. He also 
mentioned the fhct that under these acquisiuons we 
had had three States — Arkansas, Missouri, and 
TiWiisiana, slave States — formed, while no free States 
had been formed. Iowa might be admitted in a 
short time, hot Florida was to come in in a short 
time. 

He regretted very much the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Yamcet] in reference to 
the North. If this question assumed anything like 
a sectional character, it must rest there. Who had 
been the fint to denoimce any portion of the coun- 
try as wanting in patriotism? Yes, the idea Uiat 
patriotism was not suffidentl^ enlarged to embrace 
the country beyond the XTmted States. It was the 
first time he had ever heard that patriotism required 
a man to extend his affections beyond his own coun- 
try; he supposed that patriotism consisted in the love 
a/one's own sountry. Bat, with reference to this 
charge of want of sufficientiy extended patriotism on 
Ihs put of the North, Mr. S. contsnded Utat the 



charge applied with equal or greafer justice to the 
South, and alleged the existence of sectional feel- 
ings among them to a greater extent than among the 
inhabitants of the North. While Mr. S. tubscribed 
cordially to al] Mr. Yancet had said with reference 
to the distinguished patriotism and renowned worth, 
past and present, of the statesmen of the South— 
whom he claimed as American statesmen, and not 
as peculiarly belonging to any section ofthe coun- 
try — he considered that the gentleman had done 
those of Massachusetts and ofthe North injustice; 
and be went into a defence of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Adams] and of his administra- 
tion^ and a glowing eulogy of the valor and patriot- 
ism ofthe sons of Massachusetts (his native State) 
in the revolutionary and other periods of our past 
history. , 

Mr. S. having conduded, 

Mr. OWEN said: In the brief time which onr" 
rule allots to debate in this House, one is compelled 
to select from among the various topics of any im- 
portant subject. Leaving, then, the details of the 
several plans of annexation to be discussed by their 
authors, I shall say but a word on the constitution- 
al aigument, alreaoy ably touched on, an argument, 
however, which cannot be fully and with precision 
made, until we shall be able to distinguish in what 
particular form annexation is like to be consumnUp 
ted. 

We have talked of a "treaty of annexation," un- 
til these have become familiar words. Is it certain, 
that such an act can be properly consummated by a 
treaty at all? A treaty is a compact between two 
sovereign nations. Now, at what moment could 
what we have called a treaty of annexation- have 
been such a compact' Not certainly before it was 
ratified. Until then, it was of no force whatever; 
VI escrow, inchoate, as lawyers say. But would it 
have been a treaty after its ratification? The instant 
tiie last name on the Senate roll wu called, and the 
faut ratiftring vote given, would the instrument, even 
at that first moment of final action upon it, at that 
very fint moment of its legal existence, then have 
been a treaty? A treaty between whom? A com- 
pact between what two sovereign powers? Between 
us and Texas? That last vote would have strickeq 
Texas from the independent sovereignties of the 
earth. And there would have remained nothing, 
but wtiat is familiar enough to us — what Congress 
has oflen consummated, and will consaqtmats 
again and again, as a matter of course — a compact 
between the federal government, and a portion of 
our own territory; a compact coming within the 
province of Congress, not of the treaty-making 
power. 

There would be stipulations still to be fulfilled, 
but not what could be properly called treaty stipula- 
tions, for there would be no foreign sovereign power 
ther existing with whom we could fulfil them. 

M^ atgument is not that an act of annexation is 
nothing mora than a compact between the general 
government and one of her Territories. I but say, 
tnat it resembles that qyite eu much as it resembles 
\ treaty. But, in truth, it is neither the one nor the 
other. It is an act nw gtntrii. Talk of pre- 
cedents to justify it! You mi(^t as well seek, 
in his ancestors, the fame of Napoleon Buona- 
parte. He was himself an ancestor! There never 
was, in the history ofthe worid before, so far as my 
reading extends, an offer made by one of the inde- 
pendent nations of the earth to meige her sovereign- 
ty in that of another. It is a contingency whSly 
new. Theactionupon it mustbenew. Our action 
in this case will become a precedent. 

That we have the right, in some form, to extend 
our territory by accepting such a proposition, no 
sensible man, I think, can very seriously doubt. 
A sovereign power without the power of receiving 
an accession of domain would be an anomaly in ju- 
risprudence, if not a contradiction in terms. To de- 
ny to a nation such a power of increase, is a sort of 
shaker doctrine in politics, which we may expect to 
see received in theory, and acted out in practice, 
in this worid, when the doctrines of Mother Ann 
Lee are professed and practised by mankind — not 
till then. 

Our decision as to the most appropriate form, in 
which to set so great a precedenL ought, ia my 
judgment, to be chiefly determined by the consid- 
erauon, that it is desirable it should receive the most 
complete national assent that can be given to it, 
under our institutions. And surely it is not the bnt 
mode of effecting such an object, to exclude fh>m all 
partidpation in that assent, this, the popular and 
most ntimerous branch of tbs govenHDent. 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 



CONGI^SIONAL GLOBE. 



ibond this proleM. It ia contained in "a copy of a 
declaration iMued on the 33d of June (1819) bv the 
■aprvme council of the repaWc of Texas," in wnich, 
after alatiag that the Texiana had long indulged the 
hope that they would be included in the hmits of 
our Union — a hope, they add, which the "Clainto of 
the United Statea, long and atrenuoualy urged, hare 
•noottngcd" — the Council proceedi to eay: 

"The tacent tieaty between Sp*ia and the United Statea 
of Aoerica h«* diwipated u> Ulusian too long fondlj cber- 
Und, and ha* toiued the citiieM of Texas from the torpor 
Into which a ftncied eecurity liad lolled than. Thejr bavo 
M*o themielTee, ar a connnTioK to whicb tbct wsac no 

VAaTT, UTeaAt4.r ABAIfDOICXD TO XHt, OOltiaiOlt or THC 

CBowa or Srua, and left s prej, not only to impoilHont 
already iatoletnble, but to til thou exectiont which Span' 
Ub lapaeity 1* bitUe in deviling." 

nia remarkable proteat ia aigned by the Ptes- 
identand Secretary of the "Supreme Council." If I 
«m aakad hare to prodnee the eiedentiala of these gen- 
tleman, and to utow under what precise law this 
Council was elected and (qualified, my reply is, that 
in tlM early effona after independenee put forth by 
new and thinly settled countries, little of rigid for* 
mality ean be expected. The declaration ia an 
a xpr e sai on of public sentiment, aa official, probably, 
M the then condition of Texaa peimitted. And at 
alLsrenta, the aathority of the Tezian Council was 
quite as regular as that of stoiit Ethan Allen and his 
haadfiil of Tolanteers,when the old soldier, more 
than a year in advance of At Declaration of Inde- 
pendance, thundered at the gatea of Tioonderoga, 
•nd-bade her surrender "in the name of the great 
Jehovah and the ContiiMntal Congreaa !" 

But all this, I repeat, touches but the bark of the 
eonlroveny. Let us penetrate that, and reach its 
substance at once. * 

Texas is an independent Republic, occupying a 
separate and equal station among the nationa of the 
eurth, legally po ss ee si ng her own soil, Utwfully ad- 
miniatenng her own laws,— or, she ia hut a revolted 
proviiice, over whicb Mexico has preserved all her 
rightr, her government but a provisional usurpation, 
the tide to her territory still in the mother country. 

Settle that oae point— and, as regards the ques- 
tion in its foreign relations, every thine is settled. 

It seems strange to me, that we ihould yet be re- 
emhred to argue each a queition. And yet we are. 
Day aAar day pour forth from the lehung journals 
of our opponents protests and denvndattons. We 
vho flnorannexatioo are, if their words are to be 
taken for it, but a band of land-robbers, on a mag- 
nifieant scale; leagued together for the avowed pur- 
pose of filching nam Mexico, without a color of 
li^t, soma two hmdred million aerea of her lawfiil 
territory. History is ransacked for examples of 
similar profligate ambition; and, in a recent nmnber 
of the National Intelligencer, (of Deeeaber S4,) 
our government ia likened, withoat scra{de, to "that 
poliue warrior and tyrant. Frederidc the Great;" 
who, having "east an eye of loaging upon part of a 
neigfaboring realm which suited nim," bade hie Min- 
ister prepare a manifosto, making dear the Justice of 
Us title. The Minister obeyed, setting forth "the 
intended act of rapine as an errand of grace, mercy 
•nd justice." 

"All ihii" (*dd< the IntalU^ncer) "the Minister dratted 
op in a Ttrj captivatinc fonn : nothing could be more right- 
fol, nothing mora neoetitiy for hit own nietr from en- 
crMching neigbbort, nothing more charitable, nouiing mora 
for the gloiy of Ood ind the advancement of ru^cion. 
■WoBi'oned Frederick, when hit Minister came to that part 
of tpe Manifetto; 'leave oat Ood and religion: I want a 
province!' " 

Similaraccuiationsfindavoiceonthisfloor. Age»- 
tleman fromMassaehusetts, [Mr. Wintrbof,] whose 
eharacterand standing give weight to the charge and 
demand for it a reply, scrupled not, but the other 
day. to denounce the propos^ act of annexation as 
• scheme "monstrous^beyond all power of expres- 
sion;"' as a project, "contrary to the law of nations 
and in violation of the good faith of our own coun- 
try." My colleague [Mr. C.B. Smith] who has just 
spoken, takes the very same ground. He charac- 
terized the pUm of annexation as an attempt "to rob 
Mexico of a part of her territory." 

Now, sir, I, for one^when I give my vote,— aa I 
hope yet this session to give it — for the annexation 
of Texas to these United States, am not willing to 
give it silently, under such imputations. Let our op- 
ponents here prove to ua — not assert it merely — 
that this projected annexation is bnt an "act of ra- 
pine;" that It is a trampling under foot of justice, 
morality, good faith, international law — that «e 
have no better excuse for it than this, "we want a 
province!" — and^Jf all the dreams of Marco Polo 
were realised in Texaa; if there, at last, were to be 
fotiod Cipaogo's aborcs of gold, the treastues of 



Antilla — not by my vote should even such a land, 
wrongfully wrested from a Weaker neighbor, becoma 
part of thia, yet undiahonered. Union. 

But in proof of charges so grttva, there lacks 
something beyond mere idle iteration. There lacka 
proo{^ that Texas is not an independent State. I 
maintain, that ahe is; and if the Committee will give 
brief attention, I purpoae to ahow, aomewhat more 
at large than on a previous occasion, good cause for 
the opinion. 

Not lightly should this question be approached; 
not heedlessly decided. Let us beware! The fate 
of our offspring, the destinies of our descendants, 
may hang upon the deciaion. We, of the West e^ 
pecially, ate aa birds of passage. Our inatinct at- 
tracts us to regions distant and new. In Oregon or 
elsewhere the question may arise, as now, what is 
just revolution, and what, lawless revolt In judg- 
ing the Texians to-day, we may be deciding, of our 
own children, in after years, whether they shall be 
held to be freemen, meriting honor, or traitors de- 
serving death! 

Leaving out of view the prime canae of the Tex- 
ian revolution— that "violation of the fundamental 
laws," which, Vattel declarea, gives to a sovereign's 
subjects "a legal right to resist him"— passing by 
that, we come to the &ct, that, nine years ago, 
Mexico and Texas engaged in war. Texas 
was successful. She conquered, and has since 
peaceably poasesaed, her territory. Haa she 
now a good title to that territory? Has 
she a right to convey it to whom she wilt? Let 
Grotius answer, Orotius writing two centiiries ago; 
writing under the eye of a king; dedicating his cele- 
brateowork to a king. Our whig friends cannot ac- 
cuse me of dragging in the radicalism of some mod- 
em innovator, to sustain my position. I presume 
to hope, that the counsellor of Clueen Cnrisdna. 
when he happens to decide in favor of liberty, will 
not be rejected by them aa ultra-democrabc au- 
thority. Vet here is his doctrine: 

"According to the law of nations, not only the person 
who mahci war upon Just gronnds; bnt ma mu wktntr 
mtatti in Ttgvlar auijormat w«r, teMSies] Mtobitt profrif 
tar of ntrytkint which he takes from the enemy, to that 
mil iMtuxu rapiet liit tiOt, mi (At tlOt aj M, wAe iaivt 
tiniugt him tkrir claim (e lucA penwsiMUi which, as to all 
foreign relations, oonstitates the true idea of dominion." 

Aa to the principle according to which the words 
"tsikes from the eosmy" are to be ctAstrued, Oro- 
tius adds: 

"la this qatsNen apon the rights of war, aatkms have de- 
cided, that a person t'j vnitrttood to have mcdt a eoptarc, 
when he detains a tliiDg in tuck m wumntr, that At owner hn 
abandoned oil prohebU^opa ^recovering it." 

In regvd to ships, for example, they are held to 
be captured, Grotius says, when they are "carried 
into some of the cuitors ports, or to some place 
where their whole fleet is stationed." And as to 
personal effeeta generally^ he informs us, that Euro- 
pean powers have made it an "established maxim 
of the law of nations," that "captures shall be deem- 
ed good and lawful which have continued in Ae 
enemy's possession for the space of twenty-four 
hours." 

As to lands, the principle is the same, but the ap- 
plication somewhat different. Grotius's words are: 

"Lands are not understood to become a lawfbl possession 
and absolute conquest from the moment thev are invaded. 
For, although it It true, that an army takes Immediate and 
vioUnt possession of the country which it has invaded, yet 



that ean oalv b« considered aa a temporary potteetion, m^ 
aeoompeniea by any of the rightt and eonteqoenoet alluded 
to in thit work, till it has Men tecuied ty ttwu iurahU 
■uoiM.by cession or by treaty." 

And a little further on is an example of the "du- 
rable means" here spoken of. He says: 

"Now land will be coniidered at compltitly conijnerti 
wbea it it eneloaed and ttcured by penaanent /ortificatiantt 
to that no other state or sovereign can have' free access to 
it without Artt maidng tiiemselvet roatten of those fortiii- 
oatient. On tliis account Flaccut, the Sicilian, assigns no 
improbable coT^ectore for the origin of the word territory, 
because the enemy is deterred from entering it." 

Here, without cestion, without treaty, fortifica- 
tiona are held to be "durable means" to secure terri- 
tory, and to give abaolute title. 

From all this the rule of law is clear. Temporary 
possession of territory, by mere invaaion, does not 
confer legal title. Permanent possession does. 
Possession to be permanent, must be secured by 
cession, bv treaty, or by other durable means, as for 
example by fortifications. This latter ^wndition 
waa strictly applicable in former ages, when, as 
Zenophon expressed it, "in time of war the pos- 
session of a country ia kept by walls, strongholds 
and barriers." But such is not now the custom; 
II and the law does not requii* what is nugatory and 



useless. Any other condition of things which de- 
stroys all probable hopes of recovery; which pro- 
vides means as effectual as were the fortifications ol 
the olden lime, to deter the enemy from entering a 
conquered territory; does, in &ct, equally with that 
antique specification, confer legal title. Such a con- 
dition of things is a regular government, formally 
established aid duly administered, extending its 
laws over the territory in question, , peacefiilly and 
with general acquieacence; an organized army and 
navy prepared to protect that government; but, 
above all, stable, enduring possession; entire pos- 
session, with not a city, town, or even petty fortrest 
remaining in the hands of the enemy; peasession 
undiaturbed by any invasion that ia respectable or 
formidable enough seriously to threaten reconquest. 

Such a state of things exists, and has for yean 
existed, in Texas. It eminently fulfils the condi- 
tion, that possession shall be secured by durable 
means, so aa to take away all probable hopes of re- 
covery. It fulfils it fir more effectually than do 
Zenophon's "walls, strongholds and barriers." 
rhe plain truth is, that the government of Texas 
ahows, at this very moment, more signs of stability 
than that of Mexico; and that the "province," to 
say the least of it, has quite as good a chance to 
conquer the mother country, as the mother country 
to resubjugate the "province." 

This, I admit, has not, even since the battle of 
St. Jacmto, always been so. It is Time, the enac- 
tor of, and voucher for, the Common Law under 
which we live— it is Time, that has perfected the 
Texian title. "What to-day ia fact," as some one 
has well expressed it, "to-morrow becomes doc- 
trine." For a brief space after Houston's brilliant 
victory, the world still remained in suspense aa to 
the ultimate issue of the contest The "dunUe 
means" had not yet been used, to secure permanent 
possession. And while that condition of thinp 
lasted, scrupulously did the United States oonfbtm 
to its requirements. In the autumn of 1836, Tezu 
formally applied for admission into our confeder- 
acy. What did our Chief Magistrate — he who 
now, in his retirement, bids us not delay? Did he 
evince (aa the gentleman from Mnseachnsetn 
charges that we have evinced) indecent haste, to 
obtain this rich territory? On the contrary, he i*- 
jecfed the overture. "A too early movement," aaiil 
Oeneral Jackhon, "might subject us, however un- 
justly, to the charge of seeking to eatablishthe 
claims of our neighbors to territorv, with a view to 
' its subsequent acquisition by ourselves." 

A second time, in August, 1837, the Texians i^ 
plied, through their Minister General Hunt, deiu^ 
mg to be annexed to our Union. And yet again— 
this time by Mr. Van Buren — the proposal wu 
declined. 

Thus, ia the eariy stage of Texian seff-govem- 
ment, we but acknowledged her independence is 
exisung in faet. We suffered year after year u 
set its Mai of permanence on the existence and die in- 
stitutions of the young republic, before we penniutd 
ourselves to accept any offers, however advanlajf 
ous. that involved the question of the validity ia lai 
of that independence, and the consequent comff 
tency of Texas to convey, under good title, her ler 
ritory. 

But the year* of suspense and probation ban 
passed. It is weakness, not prudence, in us loopr 
to delay her full recognition. In former yeans" 
judged the fact of the independence of Texas fortht 
time being, and acknowledged her de faett- Nov, 
we judge of her permanent independence, mii^ 
kno wiedge her also dt jure. We are, for ourselrMi 
in both cases, the judge. That is, as a loyttep 
people, our privilege. 

What plea will Mexico or Mexico's friends »* 
up, in arrest of that judgfnent? I bethink nw ■ 
but one; Mexico has a ihousand times urged it; < 
is the burden of her justification. The plw * 
that the Texian struggle waa a rebdlion, not a revoj: 
lulion; that the Texians are still but rebels an*! 
traitors, and have none of the rights of enemies i*i 
war. 

It might be enough to reply, aa Webster repu* 
to Bocanegra: 

"The government of the United States does not msij'jjj 
and never hat maintained, the doctrine of perpetnitjrof D*i 
ral allegiance. And surely Mexico maintain! ■"■.'""JTS 
trine; bccautc her actual existing govempient, lUtetfllMSI 
the United 8tate>, it founded on the principle thai sira Mf 
throw ofl' the obligation of that allegiance to wWc" '•'• 
were bom." 

But there lacks not authority higher than Web- 
ster's in the case. Vattel has treated it si lai^ 
Hert i* the rabttance of his doctrine; 
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"Asme «itttn ooalhi* tUi term (ciTil war) to • Joit in- 
mmetioa of th« rabjacti aigtintt their tOTereini, to dijtiii- 
gattk that hwAil ratwtuco from rcttUtm, whien u u open 
and w^oet iceiitance. But whet appelUtion will they (ire 
to a war wkioh arlMt ia a repabUe torn bj two (kctioni: 
or in a monarchy between two eumpetitortiorthecrownr' 

A little ikrther be piooMdi to gire hi* owo aniww 
to the question: 

"Tho wrenign, Indeed, nerer bill to beetow the appel- 
latlott otnhfU on all luch of hii lubjecti ai openly retiit 
hta: but when the latter lore ac^rti tuffititnt ttrenglh l» 
tl*t Um ^teltuU Offotitian, and to Mia him to carry en tA< 
war ecMMfnj I* (M ttUAK^ei rqfcf, he must necouailly 
aubmit to the me of the term, 'civil wab.' " 

And, aato rach a war, Vattel declares: 

"ItisaTidant, <la< lluctmmm taue^wor—thon maxim 
of bomaaity, moderation and honor, which we hare already 
detailed in the coune ofthii work— oufAt lo it obunfiSn 
both fmrtia in <rery civU war." 

A word about humanity by-and-by. Meanwhile 
suffer me to aak, whether in the case of Santa An- 
na, the Texians "actiaired sufficient strength to 
(iTe him effectual resistance." The Mexican Die- 
ttttor will hardly deny (hat. And if be cannot, shall 
it be tolerated, that Mexico, by a paltry fiction 
which deceives no one, not even herself, should psr- 
wstin assuming that there is no such RepabUc as 
Texas; that the lands lying between the Del Norte 
and the Sabine form but a petty rerolted province 
of heis, which, when she can find a few weeks leis- 
ure, she will deign to chastise and resubjugate? 
AU this, if the subject were less grave, might pass 
aa a piece of national pleasantry. As it is, it is litr 
tie short of an insult to the common sense of map 
kind. 

And we but sanction that insult, if we longer hold 
beck in our judgment, sustained aa it is by &e com- 
mon voice of the world, that Texas has been receiv- 
•d aa an equal into the family of nations; and now 
•njoys, as Ailly as any other nation upon eturtb, the 
powers and rights of an independent sovereign. 

Enough on wis branch of the subject. But now, 
dismissing the question of right, we are met by 
numerous objections against the expediency of an- 
nexation, aa a measure fraught with evil conae- 
4)uei>ees to human improvement, even with dan- 
ger to Oie integrity of our Union. One of these — 
esteemed the gravest by some good men — ia made 
in a sacred cause; in the name of human liberty. 
It is, that, in receiving Texas, we increas* and per- 
petuate slavery among men. 

We increase riawery? By what process? 'V^en, 
by act of Congress or otherwise, we cause that 
eonntrynow ciuled the Republic of Texas to be 
Myled henceforth the Territory, or the Slate of 
Texas, does that reduce a single human being, not 
now a slave, to the condition of forced vassalage? 
No one will pretend that it can. But it will increase 
the number of slaves in Ou UniUd StaU$9 Undoubt- 
edly. And so also will it surely increase, within 
the United States, the number of murders, and thefts, 
end brmches of the peace; unless we imagine 
Texas a Utopia, where crimes and offences are ut- 
terly unknown. 

Every human enterprise is of checkered conse- 
quences. "The lives of the best of us," as it has been 
somewhere well said, "are spent in choosing be- 
tween evils." In this world of imperfections, tha 
practical question to be answered before we act, is, 
not whether our action ia to produce unmixed good 
—to no human policy ia it given thus to operate- 
but whether the good it promises will preponderate 
over the evils to which it may open the door. In 
admitting Texas we increase, to some extent, our 
slave territory. But shall we count it for nothing, 
on the other hand, that we increase also, by one- 
sixth, our Union; happy, prosperous, blessea, even 
will all her faults, as we feel her to be. Is it a priv- 
ilege to be a citizen of these United States; to sit do wn 
in peace and safety under the shdter of our repub- 
lican institutions? And shall we count for nothing 
. the extension of that privilege to tens of thousand 
now living; its pro^Mctive extension to millions 
more yet to live? 

We can find no Utopia to annex. It is right or 
it is wrong, it is wise or it is unwise— apart from 
all temporary and sectional considerations,— to ex- 
tend the national territory. If right and wise, we 
must be content, in carrying out such extension, to 
take things as we find them. Who are we, that we 
should be thus scruptilous in admitting into our con- 
figderaey a territory now tolerating slavery, because, 
in so doing, we are still to continue, over that terri- 
tory or over a portion of it, to tolerate, for a time, 
that institution? Who are we, and what has been 
' our course? Have we hitherto added one foot to the 
patiooal domain by treaty with the Bed Man, I say 



not withoutyifufing evils in the added territory, but 
without oreotii^ them there? Wliat think you of 
the transition state of the Indian, brought upon him 
by us? in which we take from him the bold, rude 
virtues of aboriginal life, and bestow, in return, on- 
ly the lowest vices of civilization? What think you 
of the slavery of intemperance, the miseries of 
disease— our fatal nfts to the original lords of this 
broad land; now melting them away, till their very 
name will disappear from the living tribes of 
earth? Yet when did the consideration of such con- 
sequences ever arrest the signature of an Indian 
treaty? 

But Texas annexation will perpehute slavery. 
To me its probable consequences seem the very re- 
verse of this. The impression is becoming general, 
that it would speedily drain off a large portion of 
the slave population of the northern slave States, 
and aid in effeeting, what modem abolition has re- 
tarded, the peaceful and gradual emancipation of 
alaves in Kentucky, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
and then in other States. But there is yet another 
view to be taken of it. Slavery, like monarchy, 
is a temporary evil. It will disappear, as all tem- 
porary evils must disappear, so soon as it becomes, 
and is generally felt to be, commercially unprofita- 
ble. We are rapidly nearing that point. The grow- 
ing density of population and consequent increasing 
competition in manual labor, is driving us, year by 
year, towards it. And as it is gradually reached, 
in the several States; as the day arrives when a 
slave becomes a negative quantity in the market; 
when his master shall desire, by emancipation, to 
free himself from an incumbrance; in that day, 
whither shall the negro go? Ate his frierds wise, 
in desiring to have the United States hemmed in on 
the southwest? in wishing to see a foreign, it might 
be a hostile Power, interposed between us and 
Mexico? If there be for the liberated African a 
path of deliverance and a place of refuge beyond, 
that path lies through Texas; that place of refuge, 
where the sun suite his blood and the institutions 
recognize the equal rights of his color, is to he 
fouM in Mexico, in Guatemala and the States 
farther South. Shut him out flrom the se a nd are 
you not, by that very act, virtually prolonging his 
bondage? 

Slavery is not (he true dilBenlty. In replying to 
the arguments of the abolitionists, we ar» o^ at the 
bottom of the question. We have not penetrated 
to the depths of the opposition against annexation. 
We have not yet touched the argument, the strongest, 
the deepest-seated in the nunds of its opponents. . 
Late inoicationa distinctly reveal it to us. In die 
columns of the leading Metropolitan Whig jour- 
nal — the most moderate and respected organ of the 
party — ^in the leader of the National Intelligencer, 
under dote the 13th December last, 1 find ue fol- 
lowing: 

"Deprecating any exteniion of the territory of the Uni- 
ted 9tate* beyond its preeent limit* ti an evil, in iieelfof 
great magnitnde; proteftiag against it, under any clrcnm- 
•tancee, lor the aaJce of the interest* of the Btete* of the 
Union, both old end new, which are, in our opinion, deeply 
involved in it; yet if in any form, lus." 

I ptay you to note that. I aak you to observe 
distinctly how the matter stands. It avails not to 
argue, with our opponents, the question of right to 
annex. It is idle to substantiate to them, from die 
pages of international law or the dictates of com- 
mon sense, the legal independence of Texas. These 
outworks carried, there is a barrier beyond; towei^ 
ing for above them; standing untouched, if they 
were levelled to the ground. It is not on extension 
of our national domain on its southwestern frontier, 
it is ANY extension, which our opponents depre- 
cate. It is not Texas, as such, they reject; tney 
would reject equally a coimtry in any other latitude, 
peopled by any other race, bearing any other name. 
They protest not against annexation, for that it may 
increase and perpetuate slavery; they protest against 
it, OS in 1803 they protested against the purchase of 
Lrfiuisiana, "under ANY circumstances." 

Is the whig party wrong in this, their great objec- 
tion? wli wbigs, I am not prepared to assert that 
they are. 

Rome, in the heyday of her power, added pro- 
vince to province; and this extension of her terri- 
tory but seemed to hasten her decline and fall. 
The mad ambition of Alexander sufficed to conquer 
half a world; yet, within a year after his death, 
the overgrown empire purchased by the blood of 
millions fell to pieces, it seemed, from ite own 
weight. Are these to be held as beacon lights fbr 
us, in the present juncture? If oars be aeovera- 
msnt liks that of Rom* under the empire, lik* that 



of the Macedonian conqueror, undoubtedly yea. If 
it is fated gradually to approach such a character, 
still, un joubtediy yes- Or if, like Mexico, We are 
at last to Settle down upon Centralism; if the rights 
of the States are to be stolen peacemeal, ana Iha 
central power here invested with their spoils; if 
this dty of Washington ia to dispense, as did the 
mistress of the world from her seven lulls, all laws 
to govern our land; nay, without proceeding so far* 
if all doubtful powers in the constitution are to ba 
assumed as lawful; if the sphere of federal legisla* 
tion is to be gradually increased; if we are to inter< 
fere with commerce, favoring under the name of 
protection, one section of our country, by taxing 
the industry of another; if, closely eonnect<4 witE 
our government, there is to be a coMral ntoney 
power, stronger in these days, and therefore mora 
danserouito liberty, than a standing army, if tha 
checks which the wisdom of revolutionary days in- 
corporated in our constitution, to arrest the 
hot haste of party, in its flush of power; if 
these restricting cnecks are to be swept away; 
in a word, if the progress of our federal poUcy la 
to be from the less to the more of legislation; then 
reject Texas, abandon Oregon, add not, by treaty, 
one acre more of Indian lands. Nay! if such is to 
be our policy, our Union is far too large already; it 
ought never to have been permitted to overpass tho 
Alleghanies. 

. But will such be the progress of legislation 
among us? Ought it to be? In following out, fVom 
Bge to age, the story of the ceaseless struggle be- 
tween the privileges of the few and the rights of the 
many, forth from every page,_ blazoned on the ex- 
perience of every nadon, ahines forth the great 
truth, that overmuch legislation has been the cursa 
of mankind; and that law has become (alas ! how 
few the exceptions !) a weuKMi of aggression radier 
than an «gis of defence. As we ru3, we fMl, that 
the protection of government has been overpaid for 
by Its intermeddliogs; and that the people might 
well, in the words M the Cynic philosopher, tell the 
Alexanders of the world, that the only favor they 
asked of them was — to stand out of their sunshine! 

Men are not wise and eood enough to dispense 
with law. Would that A«y were ! Government, 
like medicine, is to us a necessary evil. There ia 
such a thing as the de^iotism of anarchy; and a 
king is not indispensable to a reign of terror. The 
practical question is, hew many of the Sibylline 
leaves of leoislation we may safely btun, yet leave 
the remainder more valuaUe than was the entire 
code. 

From the fate of past delusions we may determine 
the trendings of future reform. When a miner 
sinks his smA and strikes a productive vein of ore, 
it is his practice first to follow it so far as to observe 
ite leading direction: then, emerging to the sarfliee, 
with that observatien for his guide, he sinks, at re- 
mote distances, other shafts, confident that he will 
again arrive at the object of his search. So with 
the rich and hidden lodes that stretch away into the 
great mine of Progressive Improvement. Guided 
By an observation of their past course, we may pre- 
dict where an after generation will find them. 

But the principle of progress in lesislation has 
hitherto been from the more to the Ina, If we 
compare the statutes and constitutions of Sepubli- 
can America with the laws of Monarchical Europe, 
it may surprise us to discover how much of the oif^ 
ference between them consists — in omissions. And 
of the after-lhoDght of revolutionary law-givers— o> 
the diirteen articles that form the amendmente to the 
federal constitution — nine, at least, are of a negative 
or restrictive character; circumscnbing, withip nai- 
rower limite, the province of legislation. So in old- 
er countries and in former ages. All the important 
provisions of Magna Cfaarta are prohibitory. A 
freeman shall not lose property or hfe by the mon- 
arch's decision; a traveller shall not be prevented 
from leaving the kingdom or returning to it at plea^ 
ure; the king's servants shall not aAittarily seise 
the property of his subjecte. Even the minor priv- 
ileges secured at Runnemede are of a similar stamp; 
as witness one, characteristic of those times, namely, 
that a baron's widow shall not be compelled to 
marry, if she prefer to remain single. So again of 
the Habeas Corpus Act, called by Blackstone '*that 
second Magna Charta and stable bulwark of liber- 
ty," of which the provision is, in substance, that a 
man shall not be confined in prison on mere suspi- 
cion. All of these were rude eJTorte to narrow down 
the sphere of government. And still, even in later 
years, the same principle prevails. Throughout 
Ewn^—bwt especially in Enp:land, that half-ubera) 
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nopMr of republic*— religion aBd th* pran bare for 
centorie* be«n ■trug^ng agaiiut the interference of 
I^W; With partial, out poutive auccesa. And eom- 
mette, if at eome diataace, haa been gradually fol- 
lowiog dieir ibotatepa. AJl proceed in one direo- 
tion; all tend to one goal. 

FVom mch facta the inference ia, that in our t^ 
pablie, aa elaewbere, we ahall gradually gorem laaa; 
that the province of our faderal legialation wilt eon- 
tract aa our territory expanda. Ifit doea — and that 
it will the paat may vouch — aafely, yea, moat beno- 
fieially may thia Union and ila bleaaings apread over 
the entire continent of North America; each inde- 
jiendent State aecure in iu own aeparate aovercigntv, 
and but increaainf by ita acceasion, the wealth, the 
power, and the aaraty of the Qreat Confederacy. 

I ahall notice yet another olnection. It ia, that 
ann«xation!bring8, in ita train, tne acooiga of wan 
while by i«fbaing to annex, we obtain, aurely and 
pennanantly, the bleaainga of peace. Let ua eift 
tkii matter a little. 

Two patha are open before ua. The one, to d*- 
dare, aa moit righteoualy we may, the legal ind»- 
pendenee of Texas; to act boldly on that declaim- 
tion: to accept what not a government in Europe, if 
aimilarljr aituated, would dream of refuaing, the 
propoaition twice already made to u«, that we 
ahould receive again Texaa within our bordera; and 
thai — u all men and all nationa must, be their con- 
duct ever so scrupulous — to abide the consequences. 
The other— ah, tkat, we shall be told, ia the path of 
safety and of peace! At its entrance, it may be: 
many a path of danger and of death haa a fair and 
pleaaant entrance. Let us Ipok to the end. Say 
that we reject Texas, and leave her and Mexico to 
aettle their quarrel. Verr well. By so doing, we 
aooth the maolence of Mexico, and quiet the jeal- 
ouay of England. That is aatistactoiy. England 
makes a fVee-trade treaty with TeXas; extending 
over that republic (as the phrase now is) her "Pro- 
tectorate." Let that pasa! Mexico, relieved from 
all apprehension of interference from ua^ proceeds to 
carry into effect the inhuman threats she haa lately 
taiade against our Texian neighbors. Is that to 
pasa, too? Before we enter this same path of peace, 
let us look a little in advance, and aettle, which ia 
our way out. Mexic) baa formally, publicly, oflt- 
dally wameA the Texians to avacuats their country; 
and declares, that, if they ref\iae, every one wlio 
shall be guilty of the criow of being found anywhere 
in Texaa three miles firom her western frentier, shall 
be pat to death. Is that, in thIa nineteenth century 
inctedible? It is true. Witneaa the "Orders of 
Gtaneml Woll," as oAeitdly communicated by our 
Secretary of State, carrying out the proviaiona of 
Santa Annate decree of June 17; a decree, which 
forbida all quarter to the Texians, under penalty, to 
the ofEceie non-complying, of the lose of their eom- 
missiona. Here ia the black record: 

"ORDSBS OF QXirKIlAL WOIX. 
"HBAB«sAa»B« or TBS JLMm er tub Nobtb, 
Mi»,Jium9», 18M. 

"I, Adttea WoU, Oeaenl of Bricade, Itc, mak* known:— 

"1. Tfu tmUftiee (greed on with the deinrtment ofTexu 
having M|>lr*d, and the war iMing, ia oonuqaoBce, ncoa- 
aMoeedafaiaettheinliaWtaBt* oitlie depattinent. all ooa- 
mnniaatloa with it eotae*. 

"i. Ev*i7 individnol of wbtttver condition, who majr 
eoDtmeno the proviiioM of the praoodlng article, iliall lie 
ragudodas a tnttor, and ahall rseaiva the poidihniaat pra- 
acribed in titiele 4t, title 10, treatlM e, of the attidea of 
wsb 

"t. JBnry individual who mar be foand at a dlitanae of 
«ae iMCue Itom the left bank of tfar Rio Bravo, will ht 
rtfrnrdtdat m fotrtrtrmutaenrnplict of tfait niunen of that 
part of the national tcnitory, anW u a froUar ^f kit eatmlry; 
and, aftar a lummary military trial, aA«U rtrctW thr aimt 
funithwunl. 

"4. Evenr iadiTidnal who may b« comprehended within 
the provialona of the pteeoding aiticla, and majr he raah 
enough to tj at tha aight or any force belonging to the 
Suprama Oovanunant, ahall be punned, until tiiJcea or pnt 

The orderaare plain as language can make them. 
The crime ia being found in Texas. Everv individual 
from die fact of hia being so found, is to oe held and 
deemed to be a "traitor of hia country;" and,aaaach, 
nonatrous aa it may seem ! all — for there is no dis- 
tinction, no exception made or hinted at — EVERY 
human being there found, ia. afUr snmmory mil- 
itary trial, to suffer a traitor'a death ! 

In oorofortably pursuing our path of peaee and of 
aaftty, theae "Orders" meet our eye. Are we to peas 
them by? To notice them mignt breed a quarrel. 
Have we a right u> notice them? I suppose the next 
Question will be, whether we have a right to Hre on 
toe pirate's flag, or to thwart hia good pleasure, 
when he bids hia victims walk the plank, and con- 
fi|Qf tham tp a waterf gniTe. Bat,if Medaba,we 



may find proof, that the law of nationa doea, inaoma 
caaea — and this ia one — permit ua to follow the dio- 
tatea of mercy and justice. 

In every civil war, as haa been already shown 
from Vattu, international law requirea botli parties 
to '-obaerve the common Uwa of war, the maxima 
of humanity, moderation and honor." What are 
these laws? Lict Vattel inform ua. 

"OnansBemy'a •nbmitting and laying down hia anni, 
we eannot with Juatice take awav his life. Thni, in a bat- 
tle, quarter la glren to thoaa whs lay down their ann>; and, 
in a lian, a ganiaon olfaring to capitnlate aia never to b« 
rafuiadthair livei."— roUrl. Btok m.. ckaf. 8. 

"Women, ohildnti, feeble old ni«in, and ilck periona, 
come under the deicription of enemies; and we liare certain 
righta over them, inaamuch u they belong to the nation 
with which we are at war. But they an enemiaa, who 
SMkr no reiiitance; and conieqnently we have no right to 
maltreat ihelr peraoni, much leaa to take away their Uvea. 
Thia is to plain a maxim of Juatiee and haoonity, that, at 
pnaent, eTery-natlon in Uie leaat dagiee clTiUiad acmiieacea 
lnlt"-aw. 

"It waa a draadbil eimr of antiauity. a most unjust aad 
savage claim, to usune a fight ofpntUng prisooen of war 
to death, even bv tha hand of tha exeoutioaer. Mote Just 
and .homans piiociplos have, long ainoe, been adopted."— 

But Mexico, we may be told, only thieatena thia 
flagrant violation of the law of nationa. The threat 
ia Itself illegal. What we may not do, neither are 
we permitted to threaten. Saya Vatteh 

"Whatever advantage yon may promise yourself from an 
unlawful proceeding, that will not warrant yen in the uae 
of it The menace of an unjuat ponishnwat it tmjmtt to 
iltifi It ia an inault and an i^ury."— Boat Hi., ekcp. 8. 

But the threat ia idle, it haa been aaid; merely 
meant to intimidate; too horrible to be fulfilled. If 
the blood died on the plaina of Goliad had a voice; 
if the walleof the Ahunooould apeak; would they 
voudi for it, that Mexico ia too tenderhearted to 
keep her word? The treaty of ci^itulation with 
poor Fannin was formally drawn up and mgtui by 
both Mexican and Texian efficera; yet the morning 
of Palm Sunday aaw fotir hundred diaarmed men 
marched out oad ahot down, like beerea in a 
slaughter-hotiae. From what haa been we are jua- 
tified in deciding what will be. 

But atill, if theae threetened crimes are committed 
by Mexico, where do we find warrant to iaterpoae 
and arrest them? That, too, ahall be forthcoming. 
It would be strange if it could not be found. Of 
what use is a law without a penalty? Of what 
avail the law of nations, if nations are not anthorit- 
edto aae it obeyed. So decides Vattel: 

"Zlietom of natnialaeeiatyanof toeh Impoitaaee to 
tht safety of all the Slatae, that, if the cuaton once prevailed 
artiampung thesn under foot, no nation could Hattar her. 
aetfitith tha hope of preservtaig her national bidependence, 
and aqjoylng oomaatle tranquillity. • • ' All nations 
have tharalbre a right to rwart (e/am'ile auana ftr iht pw^ 

Cat tf np nmint oisy aiw partiawor ntian wta ffh v'*- 
<• the lawa oitha society which natura hai astablishad be- 
tween them, or who directly attacks tha waUtn and safsly 
efthat society ."—rattel frtHm. p. Ixiv. 

Here, then, we have the lawimd ita application. 
Mexico haa openly violated, and declared her pni^ 
pose, ia aggravated t form, again openly to violate, 
the hoUeatlawa of civilised society. By so doing 
ahc juatifiea ua in leaorting to force fi>r the parpeae 
ofrepreaeing her. Shall we do ao? It ia not 
alwaya expedient to av«il onraelves of a ri^t. 
We are not bound to become the Don Q.uix- 
otea of the age and aally forth to redrsaa 
all the grievancea of the civilized world. That haa 
never, so fKr, been the policy of our country. 
Qreece and Poland had more or leaa of our sympa- 
thy, and that was all. We assumed not to decide 
on the British doings in AfTghanistan, or to judge 
the conduct of the opium war against China. But 
Texas is our next neighbor, amfwas once under our 
special guardianship. We are, to employ the law 
phrase in its strictest sense, her nearest friend. To 
us, if to any nation upon earth, aha has a right to 
look for auccor wad protection. Shall we forsake 
her now? 

If such be our decision, it behoove* us, as pru- 
dent men, fhlly to digest our plan; and trtuse it to ita 
final consequences. 

Say that we remain inactive and neutral, and suf- 
fer things to take their course. What happens? 
Just at this moment Mexico is embroiled at iiome. 
But her civil ware ore ever of short duration. And 
to Texaa it matters little which of the barbarians 
triumph. They have bo'h, like Hannibal at the 
altar, sworn eternal enmity to her. They vie with 
each other in proteatationa of zeal. Death and de- 
struction to the Texiana! — that, even now, ia the 
theme of every deapatch, the burden of every proc- 
lamation. The victor, be he Paredea or Santa An- 
na, is pledged to aurry out, wiUiout delay, ia all ita 



barbarity, the m en aced invasion. To aoaiaiB and 
give brilliancy to newly-gotten poww, he moat te- 
deem his pledge. Imsgine the aecpiel! The Rio 
Bravo is crossed. Another leagua, and a raCaa 
Boldiery — their aworda yet wet with the blood of 
their countrymen— enter the doomed land. Must I 
call up before you the acenee that are to enstia? 
Cruet, at best, and terrible, ia the trade of war! But 
a war of extermination! A war, where the eye 
pitiee not! where the sword apares not! whm 
the command ia, to save alive none that bieathtf 
Conqnerora, even in the fluah of victory, have wept 
over a field of battle, where the strong man died, 
his weapon in his hand, the frown of defiance yet 
unfJMled from his brow. But a field of elaiirtttf, 
indiaeriminate atanehter, ahmghter of the defence 
leaa, the unresiatin^ — a field, where mingle, dellkd 
in dnat and gore, the white locks of venerable age 
and the fair aoft hair of unoffending childhoM! 
Think — think what it i»— thia carnage of a notion, 
without distinction of age, of cononioD— there is 
yet more— of SEX ! — Do you remember the words 
of the Dramatist? 

"The man who lays his hand upon a woman. 
Save b> the way of kindness, is a wretch. 
Whom twera base flattery to call a cawan)!" 

And it is woman — it is that gentle being viitoia 
the desert lion himself ia said to pity and to spare- 
it is the young mother — her infant charge ahdtcsed 
in her arma^it ia the wife and mother, fleeing to 
reacue her person from the |>ollu(ion of a bmtal 
banditry — to aave the child of her IxMom from their 
murderous steel — it is even she, to adopt, in all 
their cold official atrocity, the worda of the decree 
af blood, who, if she be "rash enough to fly" — st 
the sight of this approaching horde of assasaina — 
ia to be "pursued until tdcen or put to death!" 
And what then? The raport of theae deeds of 
crime and shame is to come to us acroas the Sabine. 
The atory of each succeeding inutality is to aink 
4own, in all its damning detaila, into the hearts of 
our people. The South, with her fiery pulse and.her 
hot chivalry, ia to hear it. The West, with her 
feariess spirit and her quick aympatbiea, is to bear 
it. The North — yes, the North, leaa ouiddy rouaed, 
yet bearing, under her snow, a warm heart of pity- 
is to hev it. And, when the shadow of theae 
deeds of darkness has settled down, like a pall over 
the endre land, I aak it yet again, what then? --"lt 
is no concern of ours. Let men perish !" — ^WH 
that be the bnguage — that the spirit — of yotiag 
America? I— but her adopted child^-even I dare, 
in thia, to answer for her. No, oo, a thouatuM 
timea no! We may turn over here the leavea of 
musty volumer, we may quote blade letter within 
theae walls, in proof, that it is oarboonden durp ts 
stand paaaivdy by, without an effort to aave, with- 
out a protest to avert, and see our brethren of Tex- 
aa, their wives and their little onea, butchered fatfbte 
our eyea. &e if the People will not make the case 
their own! We have not yet, in this hamiaphusra, 
reached the age of placid indifference. A nation's 
eariy youth, luie man'a, ia full of warm and geaer- 
oua impulse. Vou will see it ! Mark what tha d» 
eiaion of this nation will be ! That we have a right 
to interfere. I tell you, no!— other than Sat 
win be her language— that we have no right 
to hold back! There is a Uw more holy, Mr 
more imperative than die law of the statute 
book— the unwritten law of the human 
heart — that law, which taught the Samaritan that kt 
was the neighbor of him who fell among thievea. 
And Uiat law, speaking from the hearts of a young 
and noble people, will declare to us, that if we pasa 
by on the other aide and abandon our neighbon of 
Texas to their fate, oura ia the crime, oiira the scan- 
dal, ours, iMfore the world, the ehame! And an it 
is! When we sit tamely down under threats like 
these — when mercy and courage are so quenrhrd 
within us, that we suffer, unprotested, outrage thus 
infamous on the law of nature and of nations — out- 
rage, we are expressly told, that ia to spread its 
crimson stain even to its very borders — then let our 
fair national escutcheon trail, sliame-ntained, in (he 
dust; we are not worthy to five its broad folds lo 
the free and gentle breeze of Heav(!n! 

I speak warmly, sir, I feel warmly. Who aity 
touch on subjects like that with a quiet pulse? Yet 
do I place my confidence in an appeal to sober judg- 
ment, not to nasty passion. I but aak you, to look 
into the future before you acC That ia the part of 
wif dom. 1 but aak you, to examine, step by step, 
the issue of the policy which the friends ot peace at 
any price would have us puraue. I aak you to r*. 
I fleet, whether, in taking those steps, we ahaU l>| 
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[Continued from Ma. 7.] 
sustained by those who sent us here. I put to you 
the question: will our cobstituents be satisoed, in the 
preaeot attitude of Mexico, with ajpat}ietic inaction, 
tame indifference, stoical neutrality? Each one 
must answer that question for himself. I can but 
•ay, that it is not my jud|nnent of otir people. 1 
have found them neither cold oor paanonless. And 
they moat be both, if they demanded not, that now, 
even at the threshold of these nienaeed atrocities, 
while yet the assassin's sword is undrawa, their 
^▼ernment should interpoee (as it has interposed) 
in the name of outrafed humanity, in the name of 
violated law, its solemn protest against them. Should 
that protest be effectual, well; our interposition will 
have averted murder and preserved peace: but 
■hoald it prove unavailing, and the butchery, in 
verv deed, proceed, the spirit of our fotheis must 
be dead wilbin os, if we gmige our treasure or our 
b'ood, whenever both may be needed, to arrest 
Mexican barbarity. 

My conchisions ate, then: that it is both wise and 
la'wful to accede to the wishes of Texas, and ineor- 
porate that country into our Union; and that, till 
that incorporation is consummated, it is our duty te 
protest, and, if need be, to protect Texas, uainst 
all violatioii* of international law, with which she 
has been menaced. The custom of nations permits 
thi« course; our national honor demands it. BoM- 
Deas and plain dealing, chastened by prudent fbie- 
■ight, are a nation's but resource against foreign en- 
eroaehment; her surest means to avert the caiami- 
tias of war. Boldly, then, and without resarve, let 
vm meet this question. Let ua annex "Tezaa at 
once. The liberal portion of the world wil| ap- 
prove, the rest will acquiesce; and, in ten years, the 
wonder will be, not that Texas has settled quietly 
down into an integral portion of our confederacy: 
bat that men should ever have been found, so blind 
to the interests of dieir country, as to oppose her 
annexation. 

Mr. EDWARD S. HAMLIN obtained tha floor, 
and on hia motion the committee rose and reported 



Ir. THOMPSON moved a resolution to chance 
the daily hour of nrteuug of the House to 11 
o'clock, a. m., from and after to-morrow. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved an amendment m 
a substitute, providing for a daily evening session 
of the House, to ooi noence at 7 o'clock, p. m. It 
was well known, he uiid, that the committees had 
considerable business before them, with which the 
meeting of the House as early as proposed would 
interiere; whereas a meeting in the evening would 
not have that effect. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the Hpnse adjourn. 

After some delay and confusion on points of of 
der, the question being taken and agreed to, 

"The House adjourned. 

Tie following notices of petitiona presented to- 
day were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. MOSKLtlY: Tlie petition of MO citixoia of BaflUo 
for an appropriftiioa for a ica wall to protect BuiTalo harlwr. 

By Mr. u. .M. BEED: Tlio memorial of Robert HolUtter, 
e«q., aoil 1M> citixew of BulTalo, New York, praying Con- 

areaa to make an appropriatioa to extend the aea wall for 
le protection of ttut liarbor. 

By .Mr. ALBERT SMITH: The petition of Jamea Oibaon 
aud 113 othen, citiiena of Oakfield, Oeneaee county. New 
York, praying for a redaction and uniform ayitem of poat* 
age. 

By Mr. ST1LE8: The memorial of the ciUuna of aaraa. 
nah, Georgia, praying for a reduetion of postage: reierted 
to the Committee on the Poit OAlce and Potit Roada. 

By Mr. A. P. STO.N'E: The petition of Abraham Msttal 
for reiiet': reluied to the Committee on Claima. 

By Mr. KB£NCH: Tbe petition and accompanying pa- 
nen of Phillip Millar, praying for a peniion: renrred to the 
Committee on Invalid Penalooa. The petition and accom- 
panyloe paper* of Ralph Stewart, praying forapenaioi: 
lafertad to die ComAlttse on Revolntioiiary Penaiona. 

By Mr. EMERY D. POTTER: The t>etition of ISlciti- 
tans of Cleveland, Ohio, aaklag an appropriation for the 
erection ol a marine hoipital in the city or Cleveland, upon 
the lita conveyed by the Sttto of Ohio to the Cnitad Statu 
fer that irorpoa*: rdiurad to tha Committee of Commerce.. 

By Mr. NE8: The petitioni of W. M.Baynolda, and 8. 8. 
Ichmacker, numeronily lignsd by tb* citiicDa of Oettya- 
bnrg. Adama coonty , Pennaylvaala, prayior Congtca* for 
the immediate adoption of a ayitsm of onSsm sad cheap 
|>«<tag«. 



By Mr. COLLAllER: The pclilioa of Andrew Petligrew 
and 00 others, prayinga reduction of postage: referred to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

By .Vlr. F18H: The memorial of William A. Drew, admin- 
iitralor, tec., for a balance upon a contract for auppUes to 
SlocUir'8 army. 

By Mr. PRATT: Tb« petittoB of Solomon Craodle and 
K othera, inhabitanta of Chatham, New Yoric, for a leduc 
lion of the ntea of poatage for all diatancea under 100 milet, 
6 cents, Jtc., and abolishing the ftenldng privilege. 

B^ Mr. WENTWORTH: The petiMon of SUai Meacham 
in relation to an improved l%ht'boQse lamp: referred to the 
ComaUtteo of Commerce. 

Mr. McDowell, on Monday laat, on leave, in- 
troduced the following bill: 

A BILL admittiiig the republic of Texas as a State into the 
Union ofue United States of Ameiioa, Ito. 
BtitmacUd iy llu Stn^t md HMUt of RtprttmtMini rf 
Me Vnileil Suitt cf .Xaoica <k Omgr—t outmiM, That 
the republic of Texas, embraciiu the raaidnc of the terri- 
tory ceded by the goTemmenf of Franca to the United 
States of America, in the year righteen hundred and three, 
including also such other territory as she may be possessed 
of by purchase or conquest, and not included within any 
of the Stale* or Territories of the same, br, and the same la 
hereby, admitted into and made part of the Union of the 
United States of America, a* one of the sovereign States 
thereof; to exercise all the power*, right*, privilegea, and 
immunities, now exercised and eqioyed by the olhw States 
of this Union: PmUti, That said republic, to atail itself 
of the provision* of thi* act, shaU, as soon as practicable, 
•o alter or amend her oonstitution as that none of the oflice* 
created, norpeweraoontbtred thereby, shall conflict or be 
iocoasistant vith the power* exercnedby thegoverament 
of the United State* under th* conatituUon thereof: ^tid 
pmidtd, furthtr. That said republic shall, so soon as her 
constitution shall have been so amended, tranamit a true 
copy of the same to the Coagresa of the United SUrtea, for 
its examination and acceptance, accompanying the same, 
with snob evidence of her acceptance or the provision* of 
thi* act aa she may deem proper, 8tc. 

Sac. a. And ht tt/urtlirr enaclti. That ao soon a* the aaid 
repuldic of Texas shall have complied with the foregoing 
provisions, and hor constitution altered as aibresaid, shall, 
upon axatoination aa aforesaid, be found to approximate aa 
nearly to the principles of a republican form of government 
a* a majority of the States of this Union, that then the honor 
and {aitb of the goTemment of the United States are hereby 
pledgedto declare, bytn act of the Congress thereof, that said 
repablic ofTexas, having coranlird in all thhigs with tho 
provision* and raouirementa of this act. is, to all intents and 
p^uiposaa, on* of die StaMa of th* UnloD as a<biw*id, and en- 
titled, from the paasagevf said act, to the full enjoyment of 
all the privilege* and lamunitie* incidant to the other States 
of aaid Union. 

Sec. *. Jlodtt ft/Wtter tneeiti, That flie public lasd* 
withis the territory of aaid Slate be, and the *ame are heraby, 
pledged for the pavment ofthedebu for which the &jth of 
aaid repnhlic stands pledged, arcouating, as is estimated, to 
about tea millions ol^doUarvj and, in addition to the public 
land* hereby pledged, the net revenue derived from autiea ' 
and eaatoma Imposed upon foreign merchaiulise sad ton- 
nage, and collected within the boandariea of said Stat*, after 
deducting the expense of collecting the same, shall also be 
applied to the payment of said debts, until the same shall be 
extinguished : and that after the same shall have been paid, 
the reaidiw of the proceed* of the **lea of public lead, and 
the aaid cuatom* and dutie*, *hall go into the treaswy of 
the United State*. 

8k<\ 4. And be il fitnhtr enacted. That the amount and 
validity of said debu shall be ascertained, and said landa 
disposed of, and the proceeds of the *ale« thereof, and the 
proceed* of the said customs and duties, applied in their 
payment in such manner aa the Congres* of the United 
State* ikall direct 

Sf.c. t. And tt it furlher enactrd, That the public lands 
hereby ceded and transferred to tho United Stateit shall in- 
elude all public lots and squares, vacant land, mines, miner- 
al«, salt lakes and springs, fortifications, barracks, port* 
and harbors, navy and navy-yards, docks, magazines, srms, 
armaments, accoutrements, archives and pubhc documents, 
bek>nging to and in the possession of said republic st the 
time of the taking effect of this act 

Skc. S. .4iMf ir it further enacted. That all titles to real 
•state, valid under the existing laws of saM re{>nblio. shall 
be deemed and held valid by the laws of the United State*. 

Siic. 7. And be it further enacted. That the Congresa of 
the United States shall, aflerfhc payment of the nublic-debt 
of Texas as aforesaid, moke In the 2ii<posltion of the residue 
of said land, as far as may be practicable, the same regtila- 
tions for the advancement of education and the establish- 
ment of roads, lu;., as now exist with the States of this 
Union, within whose boundaries the land ceded by the sev. 
era! States to the United States lie. 

Bzc. 8. And be U further enacted. That it shall be Compe- 
tent for aaid repubilo, after it shall have become a State of 
this Union, at any time to divide the territorj.thereof into 
stich number of States (not exceeding four) as the political 
convenience of the people thereof shall reoliire. 

■cc. 0. And te il fmrAar enacted. That all dispntaa with 
foreign nation*, in relation to the iMundariea of aaid repub- 
lic, uall be settled, by negotiation or otherwise, between 
said govemmenta and the govenunent of the United Statea. 

Sac. 10. And t* il fnrlhar enacted. That said r(pnl>Ue. 
after it ahall have become a State of thi* Union, *hall be en- 
titled to one raproaeatativ* to the Houae of Repreaentativaa 
of the United state*, tutil the taking of the general censtu 
of aifhtaen hundrad and flfty. 

BiTTll. And »< itfwtktr tnicM, That ths prevMoM of 



this act shall be in force, and take effect, from and at the 
date of said republic's complying with the conditions here- 
in containad. . 

IN SENATE. 
TaoRiDAT, January 9, 1845. 
Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from Charles 
G. Page, an examiner in the Patent Office, praying 
to he allowed to take out a patent: refetied to the 
Committee on Patents. 

Also, presrnted a memorial from Thomas H. 
Perkins and others of Boston, MasaachusetU, ask- 
ing Congress to reject all propositions for the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States, a* a slave- 
holding territory: referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from Daniel Gaylord and othera, citizens of Con- 
necticut, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the United States,' unless brought about 
by just and fair terms: referred to the Committea 
on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of the same place, 
asking Congress to interfere to do away with the 
traffic of slaves in the District of Columbia. 

The question of reception having been raised, it 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. MILLERpresented the petition of tho rep- 
resentatives of William Alexander, known as br^ 
adier-general Lord SterUiig, praying compenaation 
for the services and sacrifices of the deceased in the 
army of the revolution: referred, witli the papers 
on ale on the same subject, to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claima. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial tcfarnjn- 
dry citizens of Pennsylvania, and two others ftem 
citizens of Madison county. New York, pmying 
for reform in the naturalization laws; whi«> were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was ordered that 
there be taken from the files, and referred to tho Ju- 
diciat'y Committee, the memorial of John P. Skin- 
ner aiid the exacuton of Isaac Green, praying the 
reimbareemont of a sum of nMney paid o« account 
of a judgment obtained against tliem as sureties of 
Thomas Emeraoo, late pension sgent for the Sole 
of Vermont. .. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, introduced a bill provid- 
ing for the payment of evidenees of public debt in 
certain cases; which was read twic«, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the report 
of the Secreleuy of the Treasury, on the table, rela- 
ting to the construction of iron steamers, was order- 
ed to beprinted. . 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a metnonal from 
Silas Meacham, a superintendent of light-houses on 
the shores of the lakes, praying that his improw- 
ment in the mode of lighting light-houses may be 
adopted by thejrsneal government: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

THE HOUMA CLAIM. 

The following resolution, introduced by Mr. John- 
ion yesterday, came up for consideration, and waa 
r«ad as follows, viz: 

lUnlred, That tho Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
rtnicted to inquire aud re]iort whether or not the patent* 
l.snedbythe order of the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
favor of cerUin claimants under the Houma grant, in the 
State of Louisiana, werf not issued without authority of 
law.anrtinviolation ofthe acts of f:ongrwui. nn.1 '■nntrary 
to tho decisions ofthe different commis»iop»Ts of the Oe» 
eral L«nd Offlces, and of the written onintons of other offl. 
cers whose duUos relate to the Oeneral Laud Office for the 
last thirty years; and into the expediwucy of p«*ting a law 
declaring the said patents void, or of adoptiug such other 
course as maybe necessary to rrolect '"""Bt",, .SS 
different clahnanta, and to gtiard th* intaresU of Ihe Lnllea 
SUtes. 

Mr- JOHNSON observed that the petitionof 171 
inhabitants, residing within the limiu of tho HoUfflS 
grant, as aurveyed by the claimanu, ramonstratmg 
sgainMthowst ofthe Secretary of tho Treasury in 
issuing patents in &vor of the olaimanta under tho 
aaid gnutt, presented ye«t«rday, contains a pretty 
correct dsocription of the boundaries of the claim 
set up undor the grant, and of the character of tho 
pntondod dain fbr which tho pataou in aqestion 
wofo MMod; and ha would, tinutton, refer po it •» 
• fiHt of kisufiuiMBU 
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Tlie petilioa ttprtatau, Ibat Uie 
inbabiioou of tSt» ptriihw of Aaeeaoon and Iber- 
ville, Suus of LotMmm, Iwva neeatly beard with 
a ^ tB Jtk m i m l that paiema bare lately baea iaaoed by 
tbe prttenl Secre«aj7 of tbe Treaaory io (aror of tbe 
c J airnanW nader tbe Hoama land claim, embTaciiig 
alliba laada, except a pottion of Iboae cbanedby 
front proprieton on tbe Bliaaiarippi rifer, from fire 
mile* below DonaldaomiHe. on tbe left bonk of tbe riv- 
er to tJie rirer Iberville, a oiatanee of forty milae by 
tbe rirer, and aixtaen in a direct line; ibence exlend- 
iagdoim tbe Iberrille, or bayou Mandbae, to tbe 
river Amit, about twenty miiea: tbenee down tbe 
Amit, aboiu forty nilea, to tbe lake Manrqiaa, and 
asid alonit aaid lake Ave or aix milea to tbe lower 
line of aaid claim; tbenee to tbe Miaeiaaippi river, 
tweoty^two . and a balf mOea; beiiu; one naadrea 
milea around tbe claim, and aixty mMM on tbe rear 
or back line. That (be lower line running back 
eroaaea twa navigable rivera, to wit: tbe New 
river and bayou Canway, formiiK tbe river Ac»- 
diene, tbe ZJttle Amit river, each baving at low wa- 
ter 8 feet, or more, water in tbe cbannel at tbeir 
BMutba, and are navigable many milea up. 

The petitionera further repreaent that between 
two and three hundred flusiliea are now aettled on tbe 
landa covered by tbe patenta illegally leaned aa afore- 
aaid, aome of tbem on Spaniah gianta confirmed, but 
the greater number on landa purebaaed from tbe Uni- 
ted Statei; end the whole of which have been greatly 
improved by their labor. That the aetllementa on 
thaea land* are well known to be among the oldeit 
•ettlementj in Louiilana; and that the Spaniah gov- 
ernment, aubiequent lo the date of the Houma grant, 
made other granti within the limila of thie pretended 
claim, not only on the Miaeiaaippi, the Iberville, 
New river, and the Amit river, but between the 
Miaeiaaippi and the Amit, ahowing concluisvely that 
the Houma claim did not cover theae grants. That 
the title to the Houma claim i« incomplete, not being 
bounded, aurveyed, or defined; and that the exten^ 
aa now claimed, waa never found under the existence 
or'fipani*h governmenL That the said claim has 
been rcpeatediv niected by Congress, and never re- 
cogniaed by trieOenaral Land Office until the prea. 
ent Secretary of the Treaaury aaaumed the dutiea of 
this office, (See the letter of G. Oraham, Commis- 
siooer of the Oeneral L«nd Office, of the 17th Febru- 
ary, 1639, and the report of the Secretary of the 
Treaaury thereon, Senate document 197, of the 25th 
Conntaa.]! 

The petitioners ftirther repreaent that the upper 
line of said grant, as now claimed, runs north 40 
degrees west, and strikes tbe settlement on tbe Mis- 
si«sippi river, in the bend above, within about SO 
acrea Oom the place of beginning; and following said 
line, passes wiihing half a mile of the Mississippi 
riVsr through a great number of sugar and cotton 
r.'anlations; and if run according^) the grant, north 
50 degress west, would stiike the Mississippi river 
in running about aixty acres. That it la a fact, 
which can be eatablished, that the first line was 
run and thus atruck the river, when the claimants 
went back and took another departure north 40 do- 
groaa west. 

Tkc petitioners would further represent that the 
rourls of the United Slates have decided against the 
validity of the Houma grant, to the exient claimed, 
in the rase of Minor m. Tillotson. Thia case was 
decided in the circuit court of the United Statea at 
New Oi'Irans, against the validity of the Houma 
claim; which deoiaion waa confirmed by the Supreme 
Court of the United Statea in Mirch, 1844. 

Mr. J. observed, that to a certain extent, 
tlis Houma claim is unquestionably valid; and 
in his opinion to a greater extent than has been re- 
cognised by the acts of Congreaa. The original 
grant is indefinite as to limits; its boundaries being 
undefined by any special call, and no survey of the 
entire grant having been made under the existence 
of the Spaniah government, a ouestion haa arisen aa 
to tlie quantity of lands actually embraced therein. 
The claim fVonts on the leA side of the Mississippi 
rivrr, and runs back, as surveyed by the claimants 
since the American government took poasession of 
the country, to the river Amit, opening aa deacribed 
in the peuiion referred to, and containing 188,716 
acres of land. 

Congress paaaed an act in 1805, providing for tbe 
a|>poii)unent of a board of comnusaioners for the 
eastern district of the Territory of Orleans, and 
another board for the weatarn diatrict, requiring that 
tkey ahould examina all land olaima witbin tbeir 
napaotive diatricta presented for tbe parpoaa,«nd 
rvpotX tb« Mm* (0 tbe Secratary of th«TVeMury, 



with tbe evidence taken in support thereof, togedier 
with tbeir opmiooaa to tbe validity of socbdaims, to 
be bid b«lbre Congreaa aab)eet to tbeir de- 
lerminatioa thereon. In eonformitr to the pro- 
viaiona of tbia law, tbe claimants under the Hooaoa 
grant preaeated their claims to tbe commiasioners of 
we eastern district, with the evidences, Ac, of tbeir 
title. A majority of the board recommended tbe 
said claims for confirmation to tbeir full extent; 
which report waa laid before Conneaa by Mr. Gal- 
latin, the then Secretary of the Iraaaury, who dia- 
approved tbe recommendation of the board. Con- 
greaa, in 1814, paaaed an act confirmine tbe aaid 
claims to the extent of apeague square. In Louiu- 
ana it ia conaidered that a league aqnare oontaina 
5,416 acres. In Missouri, 1 bdieve, they calculate 
a league to contain 6,003 5 acrea. But thia differ- 
ence 18 a matter of no importance as it r^arda this 
discussion. 

Since tbe pasaage of tbe act of 1814, confirming 
tbeae ciaima to tbe extent of a league square, the 
daimanta have repeatedly applied to Congreaa, with- 
out effect, praying that their claims might be con- 
firmed, so as to embnue the whole quantity daim- 
ed — 188,216.69 acrea. And for the last thirty yean, 
he thought, they had annually applied to the Com- 
miaaioner of the General Lana Office for patents, 
embracing 188,216 acrea, inatead of 5,416, contend- 
ing that they required no forther act of Congress. 
The Commissioner, and other officers attached to 
the General Land Office, have repeatedly, within 
the said period, aa he was informed, reported against 
these applicationa, after having obtained the opin- 
ions of different attorney genends of the United 
States. 

When he took his seat in this body last spring, 
there waa then pending before the Senate a bill 
purported to provide for the adjudication of certain 
targe claims in Louisiana, which had not been re- 
cognised by Congress. So far as this object waa 
provided for, b* bad no objection to tbe bill. But it 
contained a further provision, directing patents 
to be issued at once in favor of the cleimanta, 
under the Houma grant, for the whole of their 
claim — 188,216 acrea — without a judicial decis- 
ion in their fovor. Being informed of the 
character of these claims, and of all the circum- 
atancea to which he had referred, he consid- 
ered it his duty to oppose this provision of the bill, 
which, after considerable discussion, was rejected 
by a large majority of the Senate, leaiAng the claim 
to be adjusted under the provisions of tbe bill which 
paaaed, as provided for the adjudication of the other 
large claims in Louisiana. Independently of the 
confiicting ciaima referred to in the petition which 
has been read, he could aee no reason why patents 
should be directed to be issued in favor of the claim- 
ants under this grant in preference to those holding 
under the Maison Rouge claim, which ia certainly a 
very atrong one, and under the Baatrop, and otW 
claims in Louisiana. 

Notwithstanding all these proceedings, and this 
stale of the case, the present Secretary of the 
Treasury, shortly after he assumed the duties of his 
office, directed patents to be issued in favor of the 
claimants under the said Houma grants, for the 
whole quantity claimed — 188,216 acres; and on his 
(Mr. J.'s) arrival here, at the commencement of the 
present session of Congress, patenta have been ac- 
tually issued in favor of two of the daimanta for 
64,700 acres; and an order had been given by the 
secretary, directing a patent in favor of the other 
daimaiit, aa soon as a patent certificate should be 
produced from New Orleans, (which is now here,) 
for 123,516 acres. With the view of bringing this 
question before the Senate a« early as practicable, 
he had offered a resolution aome time since, which 
waa adopted, calling on the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for information in regard to the matter, and he 
addressed him a letter, stating that the question as to 
the legality of issuing said patents waa pending be- 
fore iJie %nate, and suggested the propriety of sus- 
pending the patent directed to be isaued, as before 
staled, until Cungress shall have acted on the sub- 
ject. Whether it has since been suspended in con- 
sequence of his letter, or how long it may yet be 
suspended, he could not say, for he had had no con- 
versation with the secretary upon the subject. 

The high respect he entertained for the character 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and for the office 
he held, prevented him from characterizing hia acts, 
in directing the patents to be issued, in the cases re- 
ferred to, as he thought they merited. 

He bad at first intended referring the resolution 
10 the Con^ttee on Prrrato LaiMt Cbuma; but m 



the question now preaeated wasstrietly a legal one, 
arising out of the construction of acta of Congieei, 
be waa of opinion that it ahould go to the Commit- 
tee on tbe Judiciary. Should the committee, after 
an examination of the caae, concur in the views 
whieb bave been preaented, they would at once, he 
hoped, report a bdl declaring void the patents which 
bave been thus illegally issued; and prohibit, by 
joint resolntion, or otherwise, tbe issuing of the 
odier patent directed to be isstied by tbe Secretary 
of the Treasury in fhvor of the other claimants. 

It was stated here, yesterday, that the last patent 
bad been iaaoed. It waa not so. He bad b£en in- 
formed that it was not issued. It is anspended; but 
how long it will remain ao, be did not know. The 
reaohition was one merely of inquiry aa to the pro- 
priety of annulling the patents. He thought there 
waa no doubt as to the power of Congress to aoDul 
tbe peteats if they were issued through fraud or 
error, or if iaaoed in viol<-.tion of law. Whilu 
be was up, be hoped the committee would 
bear with bim for one moment, as the sub- 
ject was one of moment to individuals, and 
of great interest to tbe United States. He 
then referred to die act of Congreaa of April, 1814, 
for tbe final adiuatment of land titles in tbe State of 
Louisiana, ana showed that no daim exceeding 
one league square could be confirmed. The lav 
forbade the Commissioner of the General Land Ot- 
fice to confirm any claim reported upon by the baud 
of commissioners exceeding in quantity one lea^e 
square. The secretary, in his opinion directing tlie 
issuing of those patents, refers to this law, and 
another act of Congress passedal the same sessioa, 
and simply says that these claims are confirmed un- 
der those laws. Now he would ask whether iheK 
cloinu were confirmed under these two lav s. The 
other aet of 1814 is an act concerning certificates. 
There ia nothing in it about the confirmation of 
daims, but authorizes the issuing of certificates for 
claims confirmed by the other laws. There wu 
nothing in the law confirming daims, but directing 
the manner the certificates and surveys should be 
retairoed. Every commissioner for thirty years post 
opposed, and the present commissioner was now 
opposed to, the issuiag of patents for these claims 
He thought the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office was to blame, in this instance, for yielding Is 
the Secretary of the Treasury, who had no suthori- 
ty to direct him to issue patents for these claims, 
which were not confinned by law. There was no 
authority for the act, and in any point of view it 
was a most extraordinary proceemng. The first 
law to which the secretary, in his opinion, refers u 
justify the act, only confirms claims not exceeding! 
league square, (some 6,000 acres,) and he haa direct- 
ed the iasuing of a patent for 185,000 acres. The 
other act to which he refers does not, aa he before 
said, confirm any claims, or relate to their 
confirmation; but directs surveys to be made, 
&c. If the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office was satisfied that the certificates were in con- 
formity to law, and legal surveys, then he diiecu 
the patents to be issued, and not the SecreUuy of the 
Treasury. Although there was general power in 
the secretary to control the commiBaioner,yet,in this 
case ho had not the power, because the law express- 
ly provided that the commissioner should issue the 
patents if the claims were confirmed under the law of 
1814, referred to. 

Mr. DAYTON said he did not intend to consume 
the time of the Senate in discussing this resolution, 
because he knew nothing of tbe matter. Itseemed to 
him, from the reading of the resolution, tlial iiput 
a burden on the Judiciary Committee which wsi 
not only exceedingly onerous, but a burden which 
they had no legitimate right to perform. It burdens 
them with an inquiry as to the legality of certain 
patents issued by the government. The duly of '»■ 
suing these patenta belongs to one branch of ll)( 
government by the power of law, and whether 
rightfully or wrongfully, he has thoueht proper 
to issue them. We are called on to look into this 
act, done under authority of law, by another brsnch 
of the governmeni, and to pass a law tp render the 
act invalid. He merely wished to preclude the 
question that bound il.e committeee to report in the 
manner provided by the resolution, and moved the 
following proviso as an amendment to the resoluuoo, 
aa follows: 

Providti, That the said committee.befoie the invCTtifSttM 
thereof shall think Cougreuhai the legal lijht to intei*™ 
therewith, in the maimer proTided, aad ihaU deem it op* 
dient to do so. * 

Mr. JOHIf SON said he did not object to the pro- 
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Tito, but remarked (hat the very lav which created 
the oflee of Sccretaiy'of the Treasury, subjected bim 
to the direction of Congnaa. He was acting under 
the instruction of Congress. Do we not, under our 
resolutions, direct him in many cases? He acts under 
the instruction of Congress and the laws passed by 
Congress. He has acted in directing the issuing of 
these patents, under but two laws of Congress, to 
which he refers in his opinion. Ii there aaything 
incompatible with the duuesof the committee to ex- 
amine whether there was anything in those laws to 
authorize the issuing of these patents; and whether, 
if issued illegallv, we have any power to pass a law 
to set thrtn aside.' The Supreme Court has set aside 
patents in some oases. But here was a law which 
admitted of the issue of patents for claims confirmed, 
not exceeding a league square, under which the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury has undertaken to issue a 
patent embracing 189,n00 acres— 183,000 of which 
are expressly re- jected by the law. ' 

Now, sir, if Congress cannotinquire into the matter, 
who can? He did not believe that the patenU issued 
in aTor of the claimants referred to would, if not 
I "neeUed by Congress, impair the rights of tho«e 
waiding on the said claim, as stated in the petition, 
holding under Spanish grants, or nnder purchases 
derived from the United States, but they would sub- 

■ iect these claimants to the expense and trouble of 
law suits; and had already, ss he was informed, 

; alarmed some of (hem, and mduced them to abandon 

■ .their claims, and receive back from the United 
States the money (hey paid for (heir lands; and be 

• eon(ended that it was the duty of Congresa to pass 
an act annulling the said patents. That as it re- 
gards (he vacan( hmda within the limits of the claim 
for which patents have issued, an act of Congress 
was absolutely necessary. Wi(hout such an act, he 

' would be glad to be informed how the qneation as 
to (he validity of the patents, so far as regards the 
vacant lands, could be decided. 
He referred to the differeu acts of Congress, ahow- 

■ ing that the Secretary of (he Treasury had no pow- 
er (o issue the patenU; that, on the contrary, the 

' said acts expressly prohibit patents from being is- 
' ?^' . ^* contenaed, at some length, that Congress 
[ had the power to annul the patenia thus issued, 
' without legal authority, and contrary to the laws of 
I Congress.^ He thought the ainendmen(, though he 

■ did not object to it, was unn»>:e8sary. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said he rose to make an ex- 
planation at the request of an individual. Happen- 
ing in the General Land Office this morning on o(her 
buamess, the commissoner, who is a citizen of the 
Slate he (Mr. H.) in part repreaented on that floor, 
called his aUention to the course of the Senate, and 
requested him, if ihe thing should be again agitated, 
and his, (the commissioner's) name be brought up in 
connection with the issuingof these pa(en(s, (o make 
an explanation for him. "ftie Commissioners of the 
General Land Office from the lime of Graham deci- 
ded against theae claimants. That during the last 
Bummer, after being solicited, he reaisted the issu- 
ing of those patents. Sobsequently, the «ecre(ary 
(ook the whole matter out of his hands, and after 
examination thereof, returned them with an or- 
der to issue the pa(en(a and refund the money 
(0 the original purchasera. The Commisaion- 
er of the General Land Office feels that he has 
no alternative left but to obey (he order of his 
saperior. The law only prescribes in ordina- 
ry sales of lands, (bat the commissioner has 
sole control over the issuing of patents. But thia is 
an extraordinary case. In con(e8ted pre-emption 
casee, and other litigated cases such as this, the de- 
cision 13 made by (he Secretary of the Treasury, 
and not by (he Commissioner of (he General Luid 
Office. The commissioner is bound (o obey his su- 
perior. He fur(her s(ated (o me, sir, that two pat- 
ents were issued, covering 60,000 acres; and as soon 
M the question was agitated here, he lefuaed to issue 
ue other TOtents, and arrested the whole concern. 
He (Mr. H.) knew the commissioner long and in- 
(ima(ely, and he knew (hat there was never to be 
found a man of more integrity; and if fraud and 
eomiption shall be found to be at the bottom of this 
matter his skirts will be clear. He is incapable of 
an inaproper transaction. 

Mr. JOHNSON said it was very far from hi» in- 
(tttion (o attribute motives to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. So tar from it, he entertained 
the h»hest opinion of his integrity; bulhe did say, and 
voQld repeat it, that in this particular case he is not 
onder the direction of the Secre ta r y of the Traaranr. 
The hw (that of 1814) directs him to do apartica- 
w act, and therefore the Secretary of the Treasury 



could not control him in (ha( act. He presumed 
the commissioner, in yielding to tlie secretary, acted 
under a most pure motive. The commissioner now 
acts under the construction he (Mr. J.) gave the 
law. He refuses to obey the order of the secretary, 
and therefore gives the same construction to the 
law. He is convinced that he has the power, and 
refuses to issue the patents by the order of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

Mr. BAGBY said he had noideaof what was 
right or what wrong in the issuing of these patents; 
but he felt it to be his duty to express to the Senate 
his opinion (hat (he whole subject was improperly 
there, unless Congress had the power to exercise 
judicial functions, and to pass an act invalidating 
patents issued by another department of the govern- 
ment. If he was to understand by the amendment 
the expression of im opinion that uiey had no juris- 
diction over the question, he would not oppose it; 
but if its adopUon authorized the committee to set- 
tle a judicial question, as involved in this land 
claim, then the amendment made the resolution itself 
more objectionable to him. Congress can make 
rules for (he settlement of these land titles; but this 
was not deliberation about the rules for that pur- 
pose, but about the deciuon under those rules which 
involved a judicial question, (o be settled by another 
tribunal, and not by Congress. Accoidiog to the 
views of the honorable senator from Louisiana, 

IMr. JoHjriaii,] there was something wrong done, 
f we have the power to correct (he aot of 
the Secretary of the Treasury in this ques- 
tion, he would ask whether they had not an 
equal power in all other eases involving ille- 
gal decisions under htw. If power was exercised 
such as was called for by the resolution, Con- 
gress would become the reservoir in which wsuld 
be drawn all questions belonging to the jurisdiction- 
of other departments of the government exclusively. 
He could not vote for the resolution without (he 
amendment, and then only with the impressisn 
that it rendered the resolution inoperative. 

Mr. JOHNSON again remarked (bat (he resoiu- 
tioo was one merely of inquiry; and contended that 
in the cases where ths land belonged to the Unilsd 
S(a(es, and not (o individual claimants, it would be 
impossible (o have the patents annulled except by 
act of Congress, as (hey could not be carried before 
a judicial tribunal to have (heir va!idi(y tested. 

Mr. MOREUEAD had no objection to the ref- 
erence of (he whole subject to the committee. But 
he imagined that in an examination of the proceed- 
ings of the depiulment, it would be found (ha( (here 
was nodiing wrong. He understood, not from the 
secretary however, that such was about the state of 
the question. The decision of the Secretary of the 
Treasury was founded on a construction of Jaw, 
which was in his judgment correct, which rendered 
the certificate given by the board of commiasionera 
conclusive, "nie courts of justice of Kentucky had 
never permitted them to go behind the certificates. 
The conclusion (he secretary came to was, that 
these eertificates of the board of commissioners were 
conclusive, and (hat he could no( go behind them. 
He, (Mr. M.,) know of no State in (heUni(ed S(a(e8 
which held to any o(her construction of law. In 
all, be believed the certificates were couduaive evi- 
dence of tide. 

Mr. DAYTON said he had certainly, in oflering 
his amendment, no intention of eliciting discussion. 
He did not anticipate any when he offered it^ nor 
was it his purpose now to enter into a discussion of 
the merits of the controversy. But the phraseology 
of the resolution will explam at once what touches 
the proposed amendment, The resolution reads: 
"That tne Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed (o inquire whether or not the paten(8 issued by 
order or the Secretary of the Treasury in fevor of 
certain claimants, under the Houma grant, were not 
issued wi(hou( authority of law, and in violadon of 
the acts of Congress, &c., and into the expediency 
of passing a law declaring the said patents void." 
There is m the resolution an imperative instruction 
to the committee to make the inquiry whether it be 
their ri^t to do so or not. He did not wish, by (he 
proviso, to intimate or preclude himself from ex- 
pressing an opiuion that they have any right, but 
to put in a pnUHando to protect themselves mm b^ 
ing placed by the resolution in a position which 
would, he conceived, compel them to nudce the in- 
quiry without a legislative right to do so. He did 
not wish to intimale so <^inion in reference 
to the matter. By the courts it hsa been decided 
that legislalive bodies have no right to explain laws, 
but to make, and leave it for Uie cooruto explam 



them. He did not wish to consume (ime to discuss 
the merits of this question. He only asked, for (he 
reasons menUoned, that the priviso be adopted. 
If, after looking fairly into the matter, the committee 
feel themselves authorized to make the inquiry, the.y 
can do so. 

Mr. JOHNSON accepted the amendment pro- 
posed, and the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. JARNAGIN introduced, on leave, a bill for 
the relief of John S. Russworm, the heir and legal 
representative of William Rinsworm; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Conmuttee on Revo- 
lutionary Chums. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Poet Roods was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of the 
legal representatives of George Mayo, deceased, for 
eompensatioB as clerk in the Post Office Depenir 
ment. 

On mo(ion by Mr. ARCHER, i( was ordered 
that the memorial of (he heira of Thomas G. Peachy 
be (aken from (he files, and referred to (he Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. MILLEX., it was 

J<<M<c«<, That the Commiuioner of the PnbUc B'llldiii^ 
report to the Senate, at the openias of the next leisioD of 
CoDgrefs, what particular itrectc, arvnuei, and pubUc ras- 
erraUoni, in ihe city of Washington, are, in bis opinion, re- 
quired hj the public convenience to be JroproTed; the extent 
of improvement prope.- for each; and the cost of the same, 
respectively, by giuvelling or pebble-paving. Also that he, 
at the same time, report to the Senate the amonut leceived 
by the government from the sale of lots in the city of 
Waahington; the valae of lota rraated l>y Congress to litei. 
ary or other iastitatioiia} and the anonnt expended by the 
government in making streets and footways within said 
city. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the petition 
of Balie Peyton, prayuig for the payment of tho 
amount awarded on arbitration, for a siteforaif|}It- 
house now in the occupacy of the United States^ was 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York presented a me- 
morial from the Long Isltmd Railroad Companjr, 
praying for the remission of duties on certain rail- 
road iron imported by them: referred to the Com- 
mi((ee on Finance. 

On modon by Mr. WOODBtTRY, the petition 
of citizens of New Hampshire for a mad route, was 
ordered (o be (aken from the files, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the petition of 
Henry May, the administrator of Wm. H. Sla- 
cum, was ordered to be taken from the files, and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The unfinished business from yesterday was the 
bin providing for the estabUahment of the Smithso- 
nian institution, the consideration of which was ac- 
cordingly resumed, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. TAPPAN inquired what was the pending 
motion. 

The CHAIR said it was to recommit the bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY said that, in compliance with 
the desire of the senatsra who took part in the dis- 
cussion of yesterday , he would, for the present, with- 
draw his motion to recommit. 

Mr. CHOAT£ also withdrew his motion of 
amendment, pending at the time the senator from 
New Hampshire moved to recommit the bill. 

Mr. C. Uien moved to strike out the proviso in 
the first section of the bill, which runs thus: 

Provided, That the books to be purchased for said insUta- 
tion shall consist of works on scienoe and the aits, especial- 
ly soch as rvlata to the ordinary Imslnesa of life, and to Uia 
various mechanical and other improvements and discovciiea 
which may he made. 

His objea was to avoid a premature decision on 
the point at issue as to the plan of a general Ubrary. 
or special one limited to works on physical science. 
By striking out the proviso, the Senate would not 
commit itself— the question as to the nature of the 
library being reserved for amendment to another sec- 
tion of tlie bill. 

Mr. TAPPAN considered the motion to jtrflce 
out the proviso must produce a test vote on the very 
point; and if that (est was desired, it mi|^t as weU 
be (aken on it as on any other amendmenC 

He argued that a library limited to the works on 
scienoe and the arts, specified in the proviso, would 
be the only suitable and appropriate Cbrary for the 
institution. There was no necessity for anotker 
general library in the dty of Washington, where 
the government had already the library of Congress, 
the libraries of the State, War, NaTy, and other 
public departments, annually angmeaied by meanf 
of large appropriattons. 
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Mr. WOODBURY, before the qaeation of atrik- 
ing out the proriao was taken, wished to oOer an 
amendment which mij^t render it more acceptable. 
He moved to aubstitute for the words "oonaiat of." 
the worda "among othera, indode;" which wooid 
take away the imperative injunction to parchae 
none but bookaon science and the arts. 

Mr. dUTTSKDEN waa about to foggm some 
■ucb Bodifioation. He thought the proviso might 
be modified so as to read, "Tlat in the pur(^ase of 
books, it shall be a principal object to obtain 
works," &c., foUowing on with the words of the 
orkinal. ' 

Mr. TAPPAN said the senator's object woald be 
attained by substituting for the wotds "consist of," 
the Vorda "principally be." 

Mr. CRITTENDElN said that would not exact- 
ly convey his idea. 

Mr. PEARCB preflnred striking out the proviso 
altogether. If he understood the object aimed at by 
the senator from Massachusetts, it was to moke the 
interest of this munificent bequest accomplish the 
injunction of the donor, by such an increase and dif- 
fusion of knowledge among men as a complete na- 
tional library, worthy of him and this country, 
would undoubtadly insure. The library of Con- 
gress, though no larger tiuui the private collections 
of many private gentlemen in Europe, had been 30 
years collecting, and now numbered only 40,000 
▼ohimes. The library of the British Museum con- 
aists of 300,000 volumes; yet, by a recent report, it 
appears that ^100,000 is required to render it com- 
plete. The Ubraries of the goyemment alluded to 
by the senator from Ohio, are indispensable to the 
departments, as is that of Congress to the Capitol: 
ihty canpot, with due regard to the interests of na- 
tional legislation, be transferred for public use as a 
national library. By carrying out the suggestion of 
the senator fi-om Massachusetts, a great national li- 
brary, worthy of the country and of the donor of 
this fUnd, may be established. 

The qnestion was token on Mr. WooDBtiBT's 
amendmeBLand it was rejected. 

Mr. CRITTEHDEN now moved his amendment 
(before stated.) 

Mr. CHOATE Oiought it equally objwtSon- 
able; its tendency wcntld be to prompt the 
managers to tita selectioo alone of the descrip 
tion of works in some measure prescribed. He 
would infinitely prefer the postponement of this 
question of limitation till an amendment to the 8th 
aection, which he had in view, shoiUd come up. 
He hoped the simple motion to strike out tha pro- 
viso would preva il. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN' withdrew his motion. 

Aiker afew nmarkrfttim Mr. Tattav in favor of 
retaining the proviso, 

The quesuon was taken on the motion of Mr. 
CaoATE, and the proviso was stricken out. 

Mr. CHOATE now moved to insert in the fifth 
section, which enumerates the duties of the super- 
intendent, so much of the succeeding sections as the 
following words contain: "And he (the auperinten- 
dent) shall make experiments to determine the util- 
ity and advantage of new modes and instruments of 
of culture; to determine whether new fruits, plams, 
and v^etables mav be cultivated to advantage in the 
Onited States; ana all such fruits, plants, seeds, and 
▼egetablea as shall be found usemi, and adapted to 
any of our soils and climate, ahall be distributed 
'among the people of the Union." This would meet 
the wishes of the senator from Ohio, so far as re- 
garded the professor of agriculture and horticulture. 
It was his design to move afterwards to strike out 
the 7th section, which provides for a corps of pro- 
fessors, and to ofier a substitute. 
. Mr. TAPPAN thought there were other profes- 
sors equally indispensable-rsuch as one on chemistry 
and one on astronomy. If a professor of astrono- 
my were attached to the institution, the observatory 
could be confided'to its care, and the very valuable 
instruments it contains would afford facilities for the 
study of that branch of science at the capital not to 
be obtained elsewhere in the Union. Chemistry 
was also intimately connected with the objects of 
(be institution. 

Mr. CHOATE said discussion on these points 
would come up on a fbture motion he should 
make. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. CHOATE now moved to strike out the 7th 
section, and to insert in lieu of it the following: 

Section T, ttiflu oat *U after tlM «<i«^ing olanse, and In. 
lert, •ThatthebMidor i^aasgei* shall saployoesipeteol 



penoas to deliver lactaru, or connas oflectoiM, in the in- 
•titntion, upon Utontnre, icience, end art, and the applica- 
tion of sciODC* and art, dning th« leniona of Cosgreai; to 
make regnlsUona respecting attendance thereon; to Hz the 
rates of compenaation theiubriandtopreieribe, fhun tine 
to time, tlu aabjaots of sodi leatnre*, having regaid ts the 
oliBracter of the audience before whom they are delivered 
and the intent of the donor— that is to lay, the increase and 
dliTtuion of knowledge among man. 

This amendment was adopted. 
Mr. CHOATE next moved to strike out the 8th 
section, and to substitute tha following: 

Sec. S. And wliereaa an ample and vrell-selected pnhlle U- 
brarjr constitutes on* of the most pennanent, constant, aad 
elfectual means of increasing and dimiiing knowledge 
amoof men; therefore 

Be ttfwrthtr nucud. That an annual expenditure, be male 
bon the interest of the fund aforesaid, under the direction 
of the said managers, on the pnrcliaie of books and man- 
Ascripts for the formation of a library of the institutiui 
aforesaid, which, for its extent, variety, and value, shall be 
worthy of the donor of the said fund and of this nation and 
of the age. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to add to it a provi- 
so that, in the purchase of books for said institution, 
it dionld be regarded as a principal object to pur- 
chase works on science and the arts, especially such 
aa relate to the ordinary business of life, and to the 
varioiis mechanical and other improvements and 
discoveries which may be made. 

Mr. CHOATE argued that this limitation was 
not only unnecessary, but would most certainly 
prove injurious. It waa unneeeasary, beeanae no 
national library, such as he contemplated, and such 
as he hoped the Senate would authorize, could b« 
taade complete without every one of the works 
on science and the arts which the senators 
from Ohio and Kentucky could possibly de- 
sire. The proviso would operate injuriously, 
by raising a constitutional question of dispu- 
tation among the managers aa to the quantity 
of money to be applied to this apecial deacription 
of books, and to general literature. If it was stated 
that, out of a given aum, two-thirds should be de- 
voted to these books and one-third to other books, 
they could easily agree; but indefinitely directing a 
preference, would be to limit exceedingly in efiwct, 
the portion to be devoted to works of general litera- 
ture. 

This point was debated at great length by 
Messrs. (JrITTENDEN, CHOATE, and WOOD-' 
BURY: Mr. CHOATE being mposed to any provi- 
so, and Messrs. CRITTEffDEff and WOODBU- 
RY in favor of one stifficienlly explanatory to ahow a 
preference for the works indicated, without putting 
an undue restriction on the purchase of all other 
books suitable to a general library. 

Mr. RIVES said he should feel very great repug- 
nance to any prevision in this bill which should as- 
sume to recognise any important distinctioo between 
the different oranchea ef human knowledge. The 
general object of this bequest.— of which we are con- 
stituted the trastee — is deecribed to be the "increase 
and diffusion of knowledge among men." Now, if we 
were to have a library at all to carry out this great ob- 
ject, it really seemetTto him that that library ought to 
be coextensive with the limits of human loiewMdee. 
Some of his honorable friends, on both sides of the 
House, had dropped observations in the course of this 
debate — and he had heard them with surprise — which 
would seem to imply that moral science is not jbtowl- 
e(%«,and that nothing but whatare regarded as the nat- 
ural aciencea — astronomy, mathematics, and others 
of that class — is knowledge. The great field of mod- 
em inquiry relating to the moral and political 
aciences is not to be considered at all as a 
bratich of human ImaaUist! Was this so.' 
And was this the country, or this the age, in 
which we were to recogniae such a doctrine.' 
It did seem to him that the most important of all 
the branches of human knowledge is that which re- 
lates to the moral and political relations of man. It 
is intimately connected with the rights, and duties, 
and privileges of citizens, whether in pubUo or in 
private life. Hew would gentlemen designate that 
great branch of human acience, which is of vary 
modem origin, and even now in its infancy — political 
economy.' Is it not a most important part of human 
knowledge' And are the legislators of this country, 
who are so deeply concerned in the destinies and pro- 
gressive civilization of the human race, to regaiu the 
science of gottrmncfU and legislation as no part 
of human knowledge? It really seemed to him 
that, aa representatives of the American people, 
they could recognise no such distinction. We 
have been told from hirii classical authority 
that "the proper study of mankind is man;" but 
here the iaea upon wluch th« original foqn of thi4 



bill seemed to stand was, that the proper study ol 
mankind is that of animals, exotics, and planu only — 
not including at all thegreatmoral and ci vil relatiooa Ol 
man. Now, he took it upon himself to say tKat, ii 
gentlemen would survey the field of moral scienee 
uey would find that it embraced a much larger por 
tion of knowledge than the physical sciences, bow. 
ever important they may be. 

The honorable and venerable member fWun Ohio 
OS he hod been styled, [Mr. Tapfan,J baaed hii 
leading ai|^menta upon the neoesnty of mi 
king this institution a counterpart of the JarA 
dt$Pl<mt$, in Paris, where there were great coUec 
tioosof material elucidating natural history; but ■« 
him tell the honorable senator that that mstitutioi 
was sustained at a very great expense, and yet i 
afforded but a very limited aouree of improvemeir 
for the increase and diffuoion of knowledge in iu 
liberal sense. Was there no other institution ir 
Paris than the Jardin da PlanU, which could be tsLkec 
as a model' He would refer the honorable aenatoi 
to another institution, and one which would bettei 
fulfil the design of the bequest. Look at the wide 
and comprehenaive body of inslructbn delivered oi 
the Sorbonne, (the FacuUe des LeOrtsmd Scitneta,) 
under the auspioea of the University of France, the 
great fountain of knowledge to which all enli^ht- 
ened Btraagers repair, and drink in copious libeuioiis 
of philosophical and practical learning. He was 
not conversant with Mr. Smithson's peculiar tastes 
or habits; but if he (Mr. S.) was the miu) of Ubeial 
and general inquiry that he believed him to baire 
been, he would venture to assert that hia reaort 
was as much to the Sorbonne as to the JSsnitfi da 
Plant!. And what would he hear there? 'Would 
he not hear lecturea on the sciences of history, 
moral philosophy, and government, as well as phys- 
ics and mathematics.' The present miniaier of 
France, M. GKiizot, had been, if he mistook not, a 
lecturer on history — ancient and modem history, 
comprehending all the phases of fauraan society — 
in this institution. Others had become known 
there to the world as much as lecturers, aa miDisters 
of state, worthy of being entrusted wilk the desti- 
nies of nations and mankind. 

He would beg leave to ask the gentlemen who 
bad charge of tbts great subject, in looking for a 
model, to look at such an institution as the 
Faeulti de$ Ltttra and Sciences at the Sorbonne, 
rather than at a sp<>cial institution like the JW^ 
din da Planta. He had no disposition to depre- 
ciate the value of the physical sciences; but be in- 
sisted upon it that the moral and political sciencei 
were equally important, and, if any distinction was 
to be drawn, mora important. At a very early pe- 
riod of his life, be waa struck with a graphic re- 
mark made by the great Commentator on fcr»g<i«h 
law, in illustrating the fitness of associating a pro- 
fessorahip of law with the university of Oxford — 
and his honorable friend from Kentucky [Mr. Coir* 
tenscn] no doubt well recollected Uie passage — thai 
"the aciences are of a sociable disposition, and 
flourish best ia the neighborhood of each other."* 
He would make no distinction. He must ha! 
permitted to say that he thought the Senate haii 
already decided the oueation in regard to the exKa-i 
sion of this library, oy striking out the proviso rf 
the first section, and the whole of the 8tn •eciioa,, 
which provides for professors on the subject of nal>| 
ural sciences only. { 

He saw no reason for any distinction between the 
moral and physical sciences. If such a libianr si 
was contemplated by the honorable senator noa 
Masrachusetts was established, there would be oe 
danger of the physical sciences being slighted; but be 
hoped tiiat tneae great moral and politieal scieoees, 
which so intimately concern the tempore and eter- 
nal destinies of man, would have their appropriats 
space in this great receptacle of human knowMee. 
He had fa«en led to these remarks becausaUsj 
firm and solemn conviction was, that we now bava 
it in our power to do more good to this nation in oir 
day and generation, by ajudicious and wise applic»' 
tion of uiis five hundred thousand dollars, whick 
has been put into our hands, than by the applicatioa 
of the twenty-five or thirty millions that we are in ths 
habit of annually appropriating. 

He was f lad that it was the sense of the SemlSi 
that this subject should go back to the committee, tVi 
be matured and deliberately acted upon, and taSt 
there was to be brought forward a plan of some pom 
and noble fotmdation, which would realize, to the fulU 
eatextent, the magnificent conception whidi su^esM 
ed this donation. He was opposed to any limitatxia^ 
])tVM opposed to any autinciioM betw«wi tin 
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great branehea ef human knowledge. In the rernib- 
lie of letten all atood upon a platform of eqinTuj; 
and if _we hare a library at all, it should be co-ezten- 
kire with the limua of human knowledge, and with the 
design of the donor — ^"the incieaae and diffosion of 
of knowledge (of all sound knowledge) among 
men.'* 

Mr. PHELPS suggested a modification of the 
ainendneDt proposed by the senator from Kentucky. 
It was to shape his proviso so as to say "That, in 
in the selection of such books as were necessary to 
form a complete library, due regard should be had 
to works of sci ence," 4c. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN accepted the modification. 

Mr. BATES protested agnmst any proTlso which 
would limit the selection. It was wholly unneces- 
sary, because no greet national library could be 
eoinplMe without the very works allndea to. 

Mr. NILES did not think it came within the pur- 
pose of the donation to establish a great national 
libTCury. If the donor thought theU the beat way of 
inereaaing and diffusing knowledge among men, be 
would h^ve enjoined the establishment of sach a 
library. He was in favor of a prudent limitation 
with regard to that branch of the institution, and 
should therefore submit a motion to that c^ect. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cmttkn* 
SKM'i amendment as modified, and it was rajected — 
ayes 15, noes 31. 

Mr. NILES now moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by limiting the purdtaae of books to $5,000 
annually. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired if #5,000 a year was 
to build np a library worthy of the donor, this na- 
tion, and this age? 

The amendment was rejected. 

The question now reverted on Mr. Cboatb's 
amendment, and it was adopted. 

Mr. TAPPAN, before the motion to recommit 
was made, wished to test the sense of the Senate as 
to his original plan of adding some of the interest 
to the pnncipaJ so as to make the fund $600,000. 
He therefore moved to amend the first ssction by 
adding 491,682 out of the interest due, to the origi- 
nal fund, so that the investment should be |600,0W). 

Mr. CHOATE objected to this as, in effect, catting 
off the" means for establishing a national library. 
The buildings for the iaslituuon, the enclosures of 
ground, and the purchase of objects of natural his- 
tory, would possibly eoosums so much of the 
residue of interest as to leave little or none 
for founding the library, or erectiug a suitable build- ^ 
ii^for one. It might take from (150,000 to $200,- ' 
000 for all these; but till details and estimates were 
properly investigated, it would not, in any case, be 
prudent to divert tlie management of thisacclNnula- 
ted interest. 

Mr. BUCHANAN thought it was desirable, if 
it could be done without defeating the objects in- 
tended, to increase the capital by this addition of a 
part of the interest. 

Mr. TAPPAN put his motion in definite form. 

Mr. SIMMONS argued that, until some plan was 
agreed upon as to the manner of carrying out the 
intention of the donor, it would be highly impru- 
dent to make a permanent investment of means tjiat 
might b« wanted in the accomplishment of die ob- 
ject. 

Mr. TAPPAN urged that 4117,000 of the inter- 
est would remain, which could be as much as the 
managers would layout with advantage in the first 
year; and for the second, they would have $36,000 
OB the $600,000. The $6,000 would cover the ex- 
peosea of lectures and experiments, leaving annu- 
ally $30,000 for collecting a library, and the other 
purposes required of the manifement. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MOREHEAD suggested a renewal of the 
amendment, making the addition $41,682, instead 
of $91,683, so that me capital fund would be $650,- 
OOO, bearing an interest of $33,000 a year. 

After some conversational discussion on this point, 
it was agreed to ^t the proposition go with the of- 
fered amendments to the committeee; and 

On the motion of Mr. WOODBURY, the bill and 
amendments were recommitted to the Committse on 
the Library. 

On motion, it was agreed that when the Senate 
tdjoum, it be to Monday next. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
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nicolet's hap. 

Mr. SIMONS, on leave, offered the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Me—lMi, That 1,600 oopies of Nieolsfa mspof theeona- 
t>7 «nt of the MitdHippl river be puhU«he<t for the us* of 
tliii Uouie. 

On motion of Mr. SAUNDERS, 

The bill from the Senate audiorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to make an arrangement with any 
of the sureties on the bonds given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York, was taken up, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

ILLINOIS RAILBOADS. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH gave notice that he 
would, to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill granting to uie State of Illi- 
nois certain lands to aid in the construction of the 
Mount Carmel and Alton, and the Shawneetown 
and Alton railroads. 

APPROPRIATION BILtS. 

Mr. McKay, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported the following bills; which were 
read the first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the stale of the Union- 
vis: 

A bill making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the year ending the 30th June, 1846; 
and 

A bill making appropriations for the naval serviee 
for the year ending 30Ui June, 1846. 

WASHINGTON COUNT? COURT. 

Mr. CALDWELL, bjr general consent, in(r»- 
duced a bill to change the time of holding the circuit 
court of the United States for Washington county 
in the District of Columbia: read twice, and referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. JE^KS asked leave to make a report from 
the Committee on the PoA Ofiioe and PostRosds; 
but objections being made, it was not received. 

Mr. COBB called for the orders of the day. 

RIAKNEXATION OF TBXA8. 

On motion by Mr. RATHBUN the House re- 
solved itself isto a Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
HopKiNt in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the joint resolution fbr the reannexation ofTexas 
to the United States. 

Mr. E. S. HAMLIN, who was enUtled to the 
floor, addressed the committee as follows: 

Mr. Chaisman: It is unnecessary for me to r»- 
niark that the qnestion ws are considering is one of 
importance. Tne deep interest it excites, the feai^ 
ful forebodings which are felt for the result in all 
parts of the country, impress us all with a sense of 
its magnitude. The question is, whether our old 
ship of state, which has so long laid at anchor in 
safety, shall be shoved from her moorings to sail 
upon an unknown sea. For my part, I desire she 
shall remain where she is. I want no change. 
The constitution is good enough for me; and I de- 
sire the preservation of the Union as it is. 

In considering ibis question, we are met at the 
threshold with a constitutional objection, which is 
insurmountable. The question is not whether, by 
a treaty, Texas may be annexed to this country, 
but whether Congress may annex it by resolution, 
by bill, or in any form. I tare not in what shape 
it is put, what form it assumes. In all the various 
propositions which are pending before the commit- 
tee, there is a proposition made on our part, which 
must be accepted by Texas before the act can be 
consummated. And what is a proposition made by 
one party and accepted by another, but a contract' 
And, in this government, where is deposited the 
power to make contracts with foreign nations? This 
power is expressly given to the President and two- 
thirds of the Senate. Whether, by the exercise of 
this power, a foreign independent nation can be an- 
nexed to this Union, it is liot necessary now to de- 
termine; but if there be a power anywhere to do it, 
it is unquestionably lodged in the treaty-making 
power. 

It is urged that that clause of the constitution 
which authorizes the admission of new States into 
the Union by Congress, confers power to admit a 
foreign State. Why, then, is the word n«w used.' 
Why did not the constitution simply say that Con- 
gress may admit nations or states into the Union? 
It would seem to me there can be no doubt that 
the intention was simply to admit such 
new States m ahoald be carved out of 
ttrrilPiiM of tbt Unhid Statts; md fbta rkw ia 



strengthened by the fiwt, that this power is eoittain- 
ed ia the ssme section of the constitution which au- 
thorized Congress to dispose ot, and make all need- 
ful rules and regulations T«q>ectinr, the territory or 
other property Belonging to the United States, and 
that no other powers are granted by this section. 

But it is said, by others, that although by this 
section Congress is not authorized to admit ,^r«ign 
States, still, as power is given to admit new States, 
and it is necessary to have territory out of which 
these States shall be formed, power is therefore to 
be implied to purchase fbreign territory out of 
which to form them, else this dause of the constiti^ 
tion cannot be carried into effitct. But why implji 
it, w4ien it is contended by all these that expveti 
power isgiven to another department to do the very 
thing? W^y timrfy a power in one department of the 
govemmentto do what another department is txjmsdy 
aathotjzed to do? This is carrying the doctrine of 
imfHed powers beyond what the most latitudinarian 
whig ever claimed. 

It is contended by some, that if power is given by 
the consti ution to annex Texas, it is of no eons^ 

3uencebywhatd^iertmentof thegovemmant it is 
one. This is a dangerous doctrine. The stability 
of our institutions depends upon each department 
of the government walking in the sphere marked out 
for it by the constitution. If one department usurp 
the rights of another, our govermnent will soon be a 
cons(mdated dupsHtm. Hear what General Wash- 
ington, in his farewell address, says upon this 
pomt: 

"It ii iiapoitaat, likewise, tliat the habits of thinking is a 
free eonntiy ihooM iospirs osntion in tbote iBtnutadwitli 
its adataittiation, to confine thenuelvet within thelrrespee. 



ttve •pheres, avoiding, in th« axsrcix of the poiran of on* 
dspanment, to oncroach upon another. Ths tpirit of en- 
erosciunent tends to contoudste the powen of all the de. 



psrtmenu in one, sad thus to create, whatever the form of 
government, a real despotiaai. If, in the opinion of the peo- 
ple, the diitiibation or modification of the constitutional 
powen be in any particnlar wrong, let it be corrected b; «n 
amendment in the wav which ths eoaatitation dciiga^e*. 
But let there be no onangeby iisnipationjfor, tbouglrthis, 
in one initanee. may be the Inatrament of gond, i*.' U the 
cnetomar; weapon by wliich free geremmenU &re des- 
troyod. The precedent most alwaya greatly o»ei1"larce in 
permanent evil any partial or transient benefit which tho 
lua can at any time yield." 

This, sir, ia the language of one, who, "though 
dead, yet speaketh." It is a voice from the. ei^er 
side of Jordan, to whidi we should listen. It 
would almost seem that the author, when he wrote 
this addr ess e specially what I^have just read, and 
that part which urges upon us to "observe good 
faith and justice towarda all nations," to cultivate 
peace and harmony with all, and that morality and 
religion, as well as good policy enjoin it upon us 
— was wrapt in prophetic vision, in which he 
saw the condition and jeopardy which the coun- 
try is now in. I trust its trutlis will not be unheed- 
ed in the decision of the question which we soon 
shaU be called to make. 

Another doctrine has been advaneed here calcu- 
lated to alarm the friends of constitutional govern- 
ment. It is, that their exists in Congress a ulf-firf 
serciny "power, which is above all law and constitu- 
tion. This doctriae was advanced by the gentle- 
man from Alabama, [Mr. BaLtEB,! who first ad- 
dressed us. Another gentleman, also from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. PxniE,] gave utterance to the same ssn- 
timenta. He said there must exist, in all nations, 
a self-preserving power; and as, by' the United States 
constitution, it was deposited nowhere else, it must 
reside in Congress. That there exists ia all na- 
tions a self-preserving power, none doubt. But the 
gueetion arises, wh^t is that power in (kit nation? 
Where does it reside? He says with Congress, I 
say in the people. It ia among the reserved powen. 
It is nowhere enuited to Congress. It is where 
such a power dways should be— with the people. 
They are the only safe depositaries of it; they can 
use it; and they have agreed upon the firm in 
which they will use it; and that is by amending the 
constitution itself, if it shall be found to be insuffi- 
cient to protect the interests of the country, (Uld 
preserve its well-being. 

A gentleman from Pennsylvania also gave utter- 
ance to a similar sentiment. He said that public 
sentiment was the great law of this cmd every free 
eovemment, and was much better than any written 
law. To public sentiment I would ever bow with 
deference; but while the oath we take is to support 
the constitution of the United States, 1 cannot vio- 
late that instrument, although public sentiment 
should be in &vor of my doing so. Public senti- 
ment, to be obeyed, must be in accordance with the 
coBiUtntion, ana iti Toice conveyed ihiou|b eoDMi* 
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tutional chanoda. But there is no jmbHeienlmaU 
reqaiimg tm to violate the eoostitution by annexing 
Texas to this Uoion. It is not the aServeaoence of 
every feverish oommotion at every presidential eleo- 
lion tliat forms jmbKe senfinunt. There must be 
many fiist and "second sober thoughts" to form it 
And now, sir, why are we called upon, in viola- 
tion of the constitution, to pass the resolutions be- 
ibreusf What great interest is in danger? What 
institution endangered? Why are we urged to 
usurp powers that do not belong to us, and violate 
bur oaths by annexing Texas to the Union? Gen- 
tlemen seem to be cautious to refVain from giving 
iM us the true reason. They talk about the interest 
of manufactures, and commerce, and agriculture. 
Ihit these are not in danger. Those most inter- 
ested in them are not the ones who originated this 
measure, or who now demand its passage. There 
is another reason — the $oU reason- — but which gen- 
tlemen are careful not to avow. That reason f am 
determined shall be brought to light Now, then, 
people shall view its naked deformities before they 
submit tothis measure. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Belser] hinted at it when he spoke of 
the "peculiar institutions of the South." Another 
gentleman from that State [Mr. Pathe] also shad- 
owed it forth when he spoke of an institution whose 
name was not to be mentioned by southern men on 
this floori But to understand it fully, we must go 
to the correspondence which has passed between 
this and other governments on this subject ofan- 
nexati on. 

'*"FKe correspondence begins with a letter from 
Mr. Upshur, then Secretary of State, to Mr. Mur- 
phy, our charg£ de affaires in Texas, in which he 
Slates that hs is informed that certain abolitionists 
in England have agreed to loan Texas a sum of 
money for the purpose of purchasing the slaves of 
their masters, and setting them free. He declares 
that this goveminent cannot look u^n such a meas- 
ure in suence, nor without the most strenuous ef- 
forts to prevent so ijreat a calamity; that few calam- 
ities cotud befal thui country more to be deplored 
than the alxdition of damtttic slavery in Texas. In 
another letter to our minister in England, he urges 
him to find sout the intentions of the British govern- 
ment in regard to the abolition of slavery in xexas. 
That government frankly admits that it desires to 
see riavery abolished throughout the wprld, and 
that it is endeavoring to obtain the acknowledg- 
ment of the independence of Texas, upon the con- 
dition of its abolishing slavery. If the object of our 
government had been simply to benefit Texas, would 
It have rejoiced at these efforts? But, on the con- 
trary, it is greatly alarmed. At what' At the pros- 
pect of slavery being abolished in Texas; and im- 
mediately fotms the treaty to prevent it Mr. Cal- 
houn says in his letter to Mr. Packenham, the 
British minister, that the Presinent feels it his im- 
perious duty to adopt the most effectual means to 
prevent it; that far (Au purpoit he has formed a 
treaty of annexation; and that this step has 
been taken as the most effectual means of guarding 
against the threatened danger. Here, then, the rea- 
son is distinctly avowed, that the object of annexing 
Texas is the prevention of the abolition of slavery 
in that country. Shall we do it' I ask northern 
menifthey willdoit' Will we lift up our hands 




and that we are bound to protect it; that we have gun> 
aniied its continuance in ourfederal constitution; and 
that if it should be abolished in Texas, it would be 
endangered here. But I deny, sir, that slavery is a 
national institution, or that we are bound to uphold 
it. It is true that we have conferred upon slave- 
holders political power in consideration of slaves 
which they own. But suppose that we had agreed 
to give them three votes for ererj five horses they 
own: would we be bound to protect their horses? or 
to annex a foreign nation to us to prevent its doing 
anything that would affect the value or even the ex- 
istence of that animal' So we have agreed to put 
down domestic violence; but this does not guaranty 
slavery. • Slavery is never to be ended by insurrec- 
tion. A movement of that kind would only bind 
the slave firmer in his bonds. So we have agreed 
to permit the master to pursue his runaway slave in 
the free Slates, and take him back if he can catch 
him. But slavery is no more guarantied by this, 
than It would be guarantying horses to the owner 
if we should permit him to pursue them on to our 
huids in case of their running away. 
)n all these provisions, we nowhere bind ourselves 



to act We merely permit certain thiiics to ht done. 
A guaranty implies something more. It requires sc- 
ion, if necessary to fulfil the guaranty. 

To annex Texas we are called upon to net — to 
act to sustain slavery. We have never agreed to do 
any such thing. The North will never submit to 
doit 

Mr. WELLER commenced by observing that 
perhaps he ought to apologize for attempting to ad- 
dress the House after so much had been said on 
this question by some cif the ablest gentlemen it con- 
tained. Under such circumstances he did not expect 
that he could say anything worthy of peculiar at- 
tention; and were it not that he representeil a portion 
of the American people who were deeply interested 
in this subject he should be content to give a silent 
vote. During the six yeara that he bad been a rep- 
resentative on tliis floor, there had been various 
questions submitted for the decision of Congress that 
were calciilaled to affect every interest in the coun- 
try; but during no period of those six years had any 
question been submitted to the American people so 
well calculated to affect all their interests for weal 
or wo, in all coming time, as that which now was 
submitted to their consideration. It was a question 
affecting not merely particular sections . of this 
Union; It was one oi national importance— a ques- 
tion which was calculated to affect the manufactur- 
ing, the agricultural, the navigating, and everv 
other interest. It was a question, then, on which 
every representative of the people here, from every 
section of this Union, was called upon to exercise 
his best judgment He had listened to the speeches 
of the genttemen who had preceded him, and who 
had presented constitutional arguments by which 
they advocated the measure; but he should not at- 
tempt to recapitulate those arguments; and it would 
be a work of supererogation to attempt to add any- 
thing to the arguments of his friends ft-om Virginia 
and Illinois [Mr. Batlv and Mr. Dodgi.abs] on the 
constitutional points involved. It would be suffi- 
cient for him to say that the power to annex was 
an incident of sovereignty. If it were necessary 
for the preservation of our democratic institutions 
to annex new territory, and they had no power to 
do it, this government would be an impracticable 
machine. 

In an early period of our history, the t^estion 
affecting the navigation of the Mississippi nver at- 
tracted much attention. In 1786, upon a mere ru- 
mor being put into circulation that a treaty was 
about to be formed bt tween this government and 
Spam, by which we were to abandon the naviga- 
tisn of the Mississippi for twenty-five or thirty 
years, an excitement was produced which threat- 
ened to lead to a dissolution of the Union. Such 
a question was well qualified to excite that section 
of the country from which he came. It was fore- 
seen that the portion of the country whose interests 
were to be affected by the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi was to be the abiding place of a large portion 
or the American people; and unless they reserved 
the free right to the navigation of the Mississippi, 
they would not be able to transmit their produce to 
a foreign market. Now, in 1795, by another treaty 
between this government aad Spain, it was stipu- 
lated that we were to enjoy the right to navigate the 
Mississippi, and to deposits our produce on the 
island of^ New Orleans. It was first limited to three 
years, but it was continued for seven years. 

In 1803, under the administration of Mr. Jeffei^ 
son, when we cast our eye over the map of the Uni- 
ted States, we saw that, on the northern frontier, 
were the vast possessions of the British empire; on 
the southwest the French govemmei.t had imdis- 
puted possession of the mouth of the Mississippi, 
down which the vast productions of that valley must 
float to find their way to a market Here were two 
of the most powerful nations of the earth — one on 
the extreme north and the other on the southwest; 
and unless this government could be dispossessed 
of its possession — unless the United States could 
obtain indisputable possession of the Mississippi, 
the inleresui of that great section of the Union could 
never be promoted, nor its resources developed. 
Now, the treaty of St Ildefonso, which had leen 
referred to by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
DocoLAss,] was a retrocession by the Spanish gov- 
ernment to France of all her posseagions on the Gulf 
of Mexico. That treaty was negotiated secretly, 
and a French author whom he had consulted said 
that the negotiation was not known to this day. 
The treaty was made in 1800, but had not been 
divulged and made public till two years after; and it 
was a verv curious fact thai, at the commencement 



of the negotiation of the treaty of 1803, by which 
we obtained Louinana, (negotiated by Mr. Living- 
ston and Mr. Monroe,) the French minister (T^ 
leyrsnd) denied that they had then obtained poswi. 
sion of that country; but on Mr. Monroe telling him 
that he had seen the treaty, he admitted it, but said 
he did not teuh t'l nttuk public. 

Now, this treaty of 1803, it was asserted, did not 
extend so fiir as to embrace the country now knows 
by the name of Texas. That it was tne opinion of 
Mr. Jefferson in 1803 that it did, could not be 
controverted. He might read, did time permit, 
numerous extracts from the writings of Mr. Je{^e^ 
son showing that he had dwaya understood the 
western boundary of Louisiana was the Rio del 
Norte. Such was the opinion of all the statesmeo 
of the country concerned in the negotiation. By 
this treaty of 1803 we had stipulated that those re- 
siding upon that territory should be admitted, ai 
soon as consistent with the principles of the fedenl 
constitution, to all the rights, privileges, and immu- 
nities of the most favored citizens of the United 
States. 

Now the people of Texas were asking, when the 
opportunity presented, that we should carry out the 
solemn pledge made to the French government by 
the treaty of 1803. 

Mr. W. referred to the shortness of tlie time al- 
lotted, and said he should be unable to pursue the 
course of arp:ument he had marked out for himself 
The main objection, he proceeded to say, to the an- 
aexation of this territory was, that the object of its 
movers was to perpetuate the institution of slavery. 
This was the objection which had been raised by 
every gentleman who had spoken on the opposite 
aide of the question. His colleague [Mr. Hamuk] 
said that he (Mr. W.) had submitted a proposition 
which stood on nothing, but tlte effect of which 
would be to perpetuate slavery. What said the 
great embodin.ent of whigery about it' Mr. W. 
confessed he would be unwilling to vote upon this 
question, to take u|vn himself the responsibility of 
adding so large and extensive a country to the 
American republic, if it liad not been pa»ed upon 
by the American ' people. But this question nad 
been passed upon by the people. The Baltimore 
convention which nominated Mr. Polk had said to 
the worid that if he was elected annexation wouM 
take place. He knew not how it was elsewhere; 
but in his section of the country this was the great 
question in the canvass. He did not attend a popu- 
lar gathering in the West of the democratic party, 
on whose banner was not inscribed "Texas;" ay, 
" Texas now." The people of tlie West felt that toe 
annexation was absolutely neces^iary, in order to 
give them the full benefit of the navigation of the 
Mississippi river. He might show, did not the 
shorineas of the time prohibit, what had been said 
by members of the British Parliament as to the 
importance of the navi^tion of the Gulf of 
Mexieo; that they had said if America obtained 
possession of Texas, with a small naval force in 
the Gulf of Mexico she could cripple and destroy 
their commerce. 

But his colleague had said that this question of 
slavery was the only question connected with an- 
nexation. What did the great embodiment of the 
whig party say? That the subject of slavery ought 
not to affect the question one way or the other; that 
it would be unwise to refuse a permanenl acquisition 
on account of a temporary disadvantage. (Mr. W. 
read an extract from the letter of Mr. Clay contain-^ 
ing these and other similar declarations.) These' 
were Mr. W.'s views on the subject; but did they 
accord with the sentiments of a i^reat part of the 
party who had votfed for Mr. Clay? Sir, (said Mr. 
W.,) the people have become wiser than their 
schoolmasters. His colleague had said that this 
question of slavery was the only question involved 
in this matter; his great leader said it had nothing 
to do with it Now here was a difterenoe betweei\ 
these two great men — between tlie leader of the 
whig parly and the truori leader of the abolition 
party of the north of Ohio. Upon this question of 
slavery, during the six years in wh«;h he had had 
the honor of a seat on this floor, he had feared that 
the efforts of a certain sect, who were attempting to 
interfere wiUi the institution of slaveiy. were calcu- 
laled, if not designed, to destroy the Union; and he 
had exerted his efforts to defeat them. The institu- 
tion of slavery was a constitutional institution. Let 
no man say that he was a northern man with 
southern principles; I scorn the imputation, 
said Mr. Wellkr. I am a western roan with 
constitutional principles. I conceive that thei« 
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is no pnwperi^, no bappineaa, for the people of the 
Weit, except lo the maulenance of toat coMtitu- 
tioo. I cannot aee how that conatitution can be 
maintained without guarantying to every aection of 
the Union the undisturbed enjoyment of its coneti- 
tutional righta. We desire the annexation of thi.° 
territory because it will open an extensive markr: 
for the West and Northwest, for the rich produc- 
tions of our soil — s market for the agricultural pro- 
ductions of the West and the manuuctures of ihr' 
North. If there was any section of the Unios 
which would be peculiarly injured by annexa- 
tion, it would be the South; it would diminish thv 
value of their lands, by throwing into competition 
with them the vast quantities of the rich land c' 
Texas; but that was no objection with him to ih' 
measure. He held that they were bound not onl^ 
to violate none of the guaranties given to that insti- 
tution by the constitution, but to take all the 
steps necessary to gtiaranty lo them the undisturb- 
ed enjoyment of it. If it became necessary 
to annex a portion of the territory north of the 
United States to the Union for the purpose of se- 
curing to Vermont and New Hampshire the undis- 
turbed enjoyment of th«r rights under the consti- 
tution, he would not hesitate to annes. Even now, 
if it was true that the annexation of Texas to the 
Union was for the purpose of securing to the South 
the enjoyment of her constitutiotuil rights, he de- 
clared to the world he would not hesitate for a mo- 
ment to vote for it. They were as much bound to 
guaranty the undisturbed possession of that right as 
of any other right under the constitution. 

The objection of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mi. J. R. Ingebsoll,] for whom he had a high 
t^ard, was that this measure was calculated to 
extend our territory, and thereby weaken the chtum 
which bind us together. Would the experience of 
this country sustain the gentleman in his conclu- 
sion that such would be the eflect? At the time of 
the adoption of the federal constitution we were 
thirteen States. We had gone on adding new 
ones, until now we had twenty-six Sutes: and 
was the Union less stronz to-day than at that time? 
Would any gentleman tell him that the new States 
of the Union were less attached to the Union than 
the old States.' In no section of the country were 
the inhabitants more devotedly attached to the Union 
than in the Far West. No: the extension of otir 
territory would produce no each effect These 
were the aigumeats which were tised here in 1793, 
when it was proposed to send out Qen. Wayne (fa- 
miliariy called "Mad Aathony") to give protection 
to the Iree white settlers norui of the Ohio river. 
Gentlemen had then said, as the gentleman fh)m 
Pennsylvania did, that the extension of our terri- 
tory so far from the centre, would weaken the bands 
that bound us together, and they said more; they 
■aid, as the gentleman from Pennsylvtuiia had done 
with reference to Texas, that our lands in that r%ion 
were poor and unproductive. Even in 1802, when 
his native State was admitted into the Union, it had 
been said of Ohio that it was an unproductive country, 
designed by the God of heaven as the abiding place 
of the red man. But little more than forty years had 
elapsed^ and the lost red man had disappeared from 
the Umita of that State; and before the industry and 
energy of their fathers, the wilderness had been 
made to bud and blossom as the rose; and in all 
that elevated man in the scale of social being, Ohio 
stood foremost. Extend your institutions to Texas 
—bring them back into the American family — let 
them sit down under your vine and fig-tree, and 
who shall estimate the might and power of the 
Slates to be made out of her territory in a few years 
hence? No; there was no dan^r to be apprehended 
from the extension of our territory; on the contrary, 
new Slates being added, would but increase and 
strengthen the Union. 

But it had often been said bygentlemen horn the 
Nonh that the annexation of l^xas to the Union 
would dissolve the Union; and that this was the object 
of those men who first started the question; that the 
democratic party of this country — the men who had 
always been found foremost in the fight when the 
honor of the country was at slake, — that these men 
desired to dissolve the Union. And who stood at 
their head, prominent among them, advocating the 
annexation of Texas, which was to be attended 
with so fearful consequences? It was the man of 
the Hermitage, the hero of New Orleans, the man 
vho had served his country long and faithfully, in 
the field of battle and in the coundts of the nation — 
that old man now standing on the vei^ of the 
fave, and about to pass to that bounie vh«noe no 



traveller retomi, — that he was seeking to dissolve 
the Union! There stands that old chieftain, with a 
brand in his hand, and about to bum down the 
beautiful temple of liberty erected upon the blood of 
our fathers; and who stayed his ann? Why, Daniel 
Webster, of Massachusetts! He who had sat in 
tltis hall of legislation in the second war of inde- 
pendence, (the war of 1812,) and voted against ap- 
propriations for the prosecution of that war — ^who 
could vole against the rebuilding of this Capitol af- 
ter it had been burned down by the Britisn, — that 
man had become the defender of the Union! Ood 
save this republic if it had Men into the keeping of 
such hands! 

But we were told again, if we annexed Texas to 
to this Union, we would be involved in a war, and 
that we were trampling on the rights of Mexico. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. C. B. Smitb] 
had said it was true that every administration, from 
1819 to the present, had been attempting to pur- 
chase Texas, but that this was the first attempt that 
had ever been made to "ro*" Mexico. WTiat 
claim, he asked, had Mexico upon this territory? 
The people of Texas had declared their indepen- 
denee,and established a free constitution; the Mexican 
republic of 1824 had adopted a constitution guaran- 
tying to alt the nineteen States of that confederacy 
the undisturbed ei]yoyment of their rights; and un- 
der that constitution, inducements being held out to 
the people of our country, they went there and settled, 
having the written promise of the constitution that 
they should enjoy the same lUierties there as in their 
native land. Instead of that constitution of 1834 
Iwing administered, Santa Anna's heel was 
on the imperial purple; he declared himself 
dictator; with his his unhallowed feet he trampled 
on the constitution of 1824; this gallant people of 
Texas raised the flag of resistance, and on the 
bloody plains of St. J^nto they proved themselves 
worthy of their illustrious ancestry. Now, alter 
having resisted and defeated all the efforts of the 
bloody tyrant — after having broken the chain with 
which Santa Anna had attempted to bind them^ 
now, aAer being recoeniged by almost every gov- 
emment of the woiraas a fiee and independent 
state, to aimex it to the Union, in the estimation of 
the gentleman from Indiana, was robbery! a cold- 
blooded, highway robbery! So did our ancestors 
f«6 Great Britain of her nch possessionR in North 
America. Was the declaration of independence, 
which was promulgated to the world on the 4th of 
July, 1776, nothing but a highway robbery? He 
supposed if the gentleman hM lived in that day, 
he would have resisted this attempt to rob Great 
Britain of these colonies in America! 

But we were to have a war with Mexico as a con- 
sequence of this annexatioi), it was alleged. 
Mexico, now torn by intestine dissensions, her 
bloody tyrant driven into exile, was to engage in a 
war vrith the United States! and was to be backed 
in that war by England, because England did not 
choose to stand by indifferently while that war was 
raging. He desired no war; but war, with all its 
horrors, was far preferable to a disgraceful peace. I 
would rather (said Mr. W.) see this country in- 
volved in all the honors of blood, and the American 
soil drenched in the blood of our own people, than 
to see the national honor tarnished by tamely sub- 
mitting to the dictation of any foreign power. No; 
if we are involved in a war in attempting to bring 
back to the American family those who have been 
unfortunately exiled from it — if this is lo bring us 
into a war, for one, I say, let that war come; ay, let 
it come: we will have right and justice on our side, 
and the God of our fathers willgo with us and help 
us anew. We have met Great Britain in times past, 
when our number was few and our resources scan- 
ty, and we have triumphed; we have proved the 
truth that — 

"Fraadom'i battle once begun, 
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to ion, 
Though battled oft, is ever won." 

And now take that American flag, those stars and 
stripes which^float over this Capitol — that 6ag that 
has never been disgraced by an inglorious surren- 
der; plant it on the eastern bank of tue Rio del Norte; 
and if a foreign foe come to attack it, the hardy sons 
of the West, and of the Southwest, nursed in dan- 
ger, inured to hardships, will rush to its defence; 
under that flog we will gather with the indomitable 
ardor, with the invincible courage which character- 
ized our fathers when they shook off the yoke of 
Elnglish bondage. No; there was no danger of war 
with England from this source. 

If he ltd not believe that this neaaure was cal- 



culated, when carried out, to operate benefically up- 
on all the interests of the country, he should be 
unwilling to give his vote for it. Although he had 
submittM a proposition to this committee, yst he 
was by no means wedded to that form. The form 
was immaterial. He did not believe then was now 
a single proposition before the committee which 
violated the constitution he had sworn to support, 
and for which he could not cheerfully give his vote 
when called on as a repiesentative to do so. This 
measure was one which, in his judgment, the Amer- 
ican people had pronounced upon. It was now sub- 
mitted to their representatires. They of the dem- 
ocratic party, however widely they might differ as 
to the manner, he trusted we would unite on some 
plan in which they could carry out the judgment 
of the American people. 

There never was, in his judgment, a great question 
more fairly presenwd to the consideration of the 
people thui this one had been. It had received 
their sanction, and it now became their representa- 
tives to act in conformity to their will without su& 
fering technical objections to defeat their object. 
Suppose that he, standing qn some technical objec- ' 
tions, were to record his vote against this measure, 
and going back to his constituents, they would ask 
him if he had voted in obedience to tneir instruc- 
tions, and bis answer should be, no, for that some 
technical objectioa stood in the way:, what would 
their answer be? They would say, "we decided at 
the ballot-boxes in favor of this measure — we virtu- 
ally instructed you to carry it through; and did it 
become you, as our representative, to suffer mere 
technicauties to interfere with'your duty to those 
you represent, and prevent the accomplishment of a 
gredl scheme of national policy? 

There were many questions connected with this 
subject, upon which he intended to give his senti- 
ments; but, finding himself so much exhausted^ 
he should not be able to go into them; but he would 
beg leave to say, he trusted that every mcmbel'^of 
the committee, (he meant the democratic party,) 
would come op to this question in a spirit or com- 
promise and concession. Let us, said he, do noth- 
ing to thwart the wishes of the people, and endeavor, 
by cultivating a spirit of conciliation and harmony, 
to perfect the great measure which they have so 
imequivocally decided in favor of. He stood ready 
to record his vote for any mewuie ttiat would carry 
out the popular will. 

Mr. BRENGLE, alter referring to the importance 
of the question before the committee, observed that 
in discussing it he should avoid all party or sec- 
tional considerations. It was a question involving 
the preservation of the constitution, and the integrity 
of the Union. He knew no North and no South, 
no Massachusetts and no South Carolina, in reiisr- 
ence to the subject before the House; for it was em- 
phatically a question of the constitution and of the 
integrity of the Union. All other guestions which 
had oeen brought into debate dwindled into inde- 
scribable insignificance, 'when ' compared with it. 
Many of the friends of this measure, in their denire 
to brmg it within the constitutional power of Con- 
gress, bad adduced the argument that it was neces- 
sary for our national preservation. He would ob- 
serve that the framers of the constitution considered 
that the preservation of our national existence de- 
pended on keeping the government within the lim- 
its of the powers there given to it, and confining 
each branch of it to its proper sphere of action. 
What right had Congress to say that powers not 
granted to it were necessary to our national prser- 
vation? The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dbom- 
GOOLi,] on introducing his bill, observea that it was 
in accordance with the terms on which Vermont 
was admitted into the Union, and that Vermont was, 
when admiued^ a foreign State. The gentleman 
was mistaken in point of fact; for when Vermont 
come into the Union she was not a foreign territory. 
She was within the limits of the territory described 
in the treaty of 1793, and was a pest a part of the 
old thirteen colonies which rebelled against Great 
Britain. It was true that there was a dispute 
whether Vermont was within the chartered limits 
of New York or New Hampshire; but no one 
doubted but that her territory was within one or the 
other of them. 

It was now, for the first time, contended that the 
power to admit n foreign Stale into the Union was 
granted by the constitution. If such was the fact, 
why did Mr. Jefferson entertain doubu as to the 
power to acquire the territory of Louisiana? Was 
he to lie told that the great constitutional politician 
Thomas Jeflenon, whose whole wind labored \% 
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find «onsutution«l powera to bring Louiiiana within 
the Union, would not have found the power th»t 
was now claimed Co exiat, if it wu containedin the 
conititutioD? He had great deubta of the exirtence 
of the power, but placed the acquisition of Louisiana 
on the g;round of overwhelming necessity, and the 
great interests of the people of the United Slates; 
and when he consentea, he did it with the salvo that 
he hoped Oie good sense of the people would avoid 
such a difficulty in future. Now, was not Texas as 
completely a foreign nation as Louisiana then was? 
Was not Texas as nnjch a sovereign and independ- 
ent nation as France was when she ceded Louisiana? 
If this power to acquire foreign territorr existed in 
the constitution, did any body believe that so saga- 
cious a statesman as Tbomas Jefferson would have 
ftiled to find it' Let gentlemen persuade themselves, 
if they could, that this question of constitutional 
power was a clear one. For his part, he denied 
that there was a single solitary sentence in the cdki- 
Btitution which contained this power. But the pow- 
er to acquire territory had been placed by some, on 
the power given in the constitution to borrow money-, 
and that argument was thus stated: the borrowing 
of money was a contract which Congress was au- 
thorized to make. The acquisition of Texas was 
a contract; and therefore Congress had power to 
make it. Now, the reason for giving' this power of 
borrowing money to Congress was, because it was 
peculiarly proper that the representatives of the peo- 
ple should nold the purse strings of the nation. But 
it might as well be said that, because Congress had 
the power to borrow money, which was, in {act, a 
contract, they might make any other contract which 
came within the treaty making-power. 

It was clear that cfongress had power to admit 
new States into the Union; but he asserted that the 
admission of Vermont afforded no precedent, as had 
been intimated, for the annexation of Texas. Ver- 
mis, before her admission, had passed to New 
Hampshire or to New York, by the royal grants of 
kings of England, and Vermont came into this 
Union as Ohio and Tennessee came into it. But 
why had not Florida and Iowa and Nebraska come 
into the Union? It was because certain prerequisites 
w<sre necessary, of which population was not the 
least important. He was understood to ai^;ue on 
the incertitude with respect to the population of 
such portion of Texas as it was proposed to make a 
Stale, that the requisite population should be shown 
as in the cases ofthose Territories which were now 
asking to be admitted into this Union; otherwisa a 
majority in Congress eould increase the Aumber of 
representatives on this floor, and of senators in the 
other branch of this government, in defiance of the 
constitution. By this means, too, a dominant party 
might increase the electoral votes ad toiilum. lowa 
might be divided into ten States; other portions of 
theoountnr might be divided in an equal ratio, with- 
out regard to population; and he appealed to them 
rot to exercise a doubtful power, which might create 
a precedent fraught with such dangerous conse- 
quences. 

Mr. SHEPHERD CARY, in addressing the 
House, said tliatthe gentleman from Maryland who 
had just spoken had relieved him from the necessi- 
ty or informing the House that there was no divis- 
ion upon this subject in the whig party; and he re- 
gretted that there had been any manifestation of a 
difference of opinion in the democratic party upon 
the Question. He was astonished that any of his 
southern friends should undertake to divide the 
democratic party of tlie Union by Mason &, Dix- 
on's line. Were he to tell the democrats of his dis- 
trict that there was a sectional difference in the de- 
mocracy of the country, they would not believe him. 
They had been accwetomed to regard democratic 
principles of general application, exerting their in- 
fluence alike upon every section of the country. It 
was not for any jiortion of the democracy to claim 
patriotism or chivalry as belonging exclusively to 
their section of the Union. 

He said that he held his seat in the House in de- 
fiance of the combined efforts of abolitionism and 
federalism, aided by the money of manufacturing 
monopolists and Boston stockjobbera; and hii con- 
stituents would be surprised to find themselves in 
such company as the gentleman from Alabama had 
placed them. The fields of Bladensburg had been 
too recendy stained with the blood of one of the 
most distinguished sons of Maine, who fell a mai^ 
tyr to the freedom of speech upon that floor, in de- 
ftnding democratic principles, to allow the patriot- 
ism oi^the northern demoemey to be ^eationed by 
finj leetion of our Un^en, 



Mr. YANCEY rose to explain. He ragrctted to 
find, from the remarks of his friend, the gentleman 
from Maine, that a portion of his speech, delivered in 
the committee a few days since, had been miaap- 
prehend«l. It had been supposed by- some that he 
bad designed to express the opinion that the people 
mirth of Mason db Dixon's line were deficient in 
those high qualities whieb make up the character of 
the patriot and statesman. Such was certainly vary 
far from his intention; and had he not been cut on 
in tlie midst of that portion of his argument, the 
balance of what he designed to have said would 
have convinced the committee that he entertained a 
high regard for the character of a very largo poi^ 
tion of his fellow-citizens of the North; end that he 
fully appreciated the noble and statesmanlike bear- 
ing of some of the great men of that section of the 
Union. The general tenor and course of hia re- 
marks were upon Massachusetts men and measures. 

Mr. GARY resumed. 

In alludins; to the gentleman fVom Indiana, [Mr. C. 
B. Smith,] Mr. C. said he had very kindly offered his 
services to recondfe some little difficulties of opinion 
existing in the democratic party upon the question 
under discussion. Mr. C. said that whatever family 
difficulties might exist, there was no necessity for 
whig interference; democrats can settle their own 
mattera, and he, for one, was not too conscientious 
to own his democracy, and had only to say, God 
save the democrat who required a wnig for a eon- 
science-keepsr. In his view, this measure 
could not lie put in any form that would be palato- 
bk to the wnigs. It was idle to think of it. 
It must be settled by the party holding a ma- 
jority in the House, in a way to suit them- 
selves, with a certainty of their opposition. Op- 
position to the annexation of Texas had been 
Krodoimed in the British Parliament, in 1^0, by 
Ir. Huskisson; and of course, under such circum- 
stances, we must expect the opposition of the fede- 
ral party in this country. The British government 
say we have now too much territory on the Gulf of 
Mexico, and the federal party of this country, with 
their British feelings, at once say, amen. 

Slavery and war are the great bugbeon to fright- 
en us fVom our purpose; but, in his view, (said Mr. 
C,) the democracy had nothing to fear from the 
alaveholding portion of the Union. The constitu- 
'tion having recognised slavery, the democracy of 
his district were willine to leave it to the manage- 
ment of those who had power over it. He had 
heard of a man who had acquired a fortune by 
minding his own business, and he thought the ex- 
ample would be a good one to follow. 

Mr. C. went on to say that nothing would satify 
the opponents of this measure. When the treaty 
for annexation was before the Senate, the President 
was denounced as a usurper, seizing upon the war- 
making power of the country; and when Congress 
undertakes to legislate upon the subject, it is de- 
nounced as an assumption of the executive power, 
on the ground that the executive only is authorized 
to make treaties. But the treaty for the purchase of 
Louisana guarantied the payment of ^15,000,000; and 
the purchase of Texas would require AI0,OOO,00O. 
Have the treaty-making power the right to appro- 
priate money from the treasury under the constitu- 
tion? He had not seen the clause in the constitu- 
tion granting such power to the executive. If there 
were any doubts upon this point, he would go to 
the clause empowering the House of Representa- 
tives, and the House only, to originate money bills; 
and the power to pay must imply the right to pro- 
cure and appropriate— a right not vested in the ex- 
ecutive. He would ask, on the other: hand, where- 
in Congress would exceed its authority by admit- 
ting Texas by legislative enactment. It is au- 
thorized by the constitution to make all 
laws to cany its provisions into effect; and iis au- 
thority clearly grants the power to admit new States 
— a power which cannot be exercised without the 
right to acquire the temtory from which States may 
be created. Could there be any danger from the 
exercise of this power by Congress? It is said to be 
entrenching upon the executive; but is not the 
President armed, much to the chagrin of the whig 
pfuly, with the veto power, which enables him to 
throw all acts back upon us, making necessary the 
same constitutional majority now required to ratify 
treaties? 

The gentleman from New York had fold us that 
he was in favor of the annexation of Texas, but op- 
posed to admitting it in any other form than by ex- 
ecutive action; which amounts to an opposition to 
the admiMion upon any terms, u it ia well knqwn 



that more than one-third of the Senate ore already 
bound by party alliance* to oppose the meosors io 
every form. 

Mr. C. further supported the measure npon va- 
rious other grounds, which ws are not able to re- 
port to-night. 

Mr. SAMPLE next obtained the flpor, bat be 
gave way for a motion' to rise, and the committse 
rose and reported progress. 

On the motion of Mr. HAMMETT, eora* oon- 
muniealien '(the purport of which could not be 
heard) was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Afi'oira. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions, preeentad to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of Jamas Tanfa. of 
Cstev couatj, Kentucky, tilclngfora peiuion: l e fsii wl to 
the Coninlttm on Revolutionary Peniiom . 

By Mr. HOOE: Th« petition of Jooeph Knox and U) 
othen, citizem of the State of ininoii, pTsying the puiage 
of a law grantin? to the laid State of lilinoic 600;coo acret 
of the unsold public landi, to enable her in poLxt to dit. 
charge her debt and complete her worki of internal JB- 
provement: referred to the Committee ou Fablic Lands. 

By Mr. JOHN STEWART: The petition of the Hartfcnl 
and New Haven Railtvad company, praring Congpeasto re- 
fand to aaJd company the duty paid on the Iron which tliey 
have recently importod and laid down in the compleUontfl 
their road. 

By Mr. BIDLACR: The memoTial of citizenc of Beaver 
eooaty , Fesnsylvsnia, in favor of 4he coicpletion of the c«. 
sal STOund the folia of St. Mary'a, at the outlet of Lale Ka- 
perior; rercrrcl to the Committee on Roadj and Canals. 
The petition of B. F. Wesley, for a pension as an innlid: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCAUSLEN: The petition of ciliiona of Pem. 
sylvaniaand Ohio, fore mail route from Washington, Peua- 
aylvania, to Cleveland, Ohio, via Wallsville: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. HEDING: The petition of Sarah Sticiney. of 
New Hampshire, asking for an amendment of the peasioa 
laws. 

By Mr. M0SELEY4r>ve aevaral petition* from citiiena 
of BuITalo, New YoHc, for an appropriation Ibr a sea wali to 
protect BufTiiIohari)or. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition and doenments of Bent. 



goodt, wares, and merchaadiaa farctbly wrested from then 
ny the Pawnee Indians while they were licensed traders in 
the Indian country: ^erred to the Committse on Indian 
Afloirs. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Hearv J. Willet and 
Oeotge W. Lee, Clerks at the navy yard in New Vork, 
praying an Increase of compensation: referred to the Cod- 
mittee on Naval Aflairs, 

By Mr. CALEB B. SMITH: A memorial and rasolstlosi 
adopted by citizens of Dublin, Wayne county, Indiana, ia 
favor of an appropriation for the Comherland road, against 
the annexation of^ Texas, and against a modification of the 
existing tariff. 

ByMr. BUFPINOTON: The memorial of Robert M. Rid. 
die and 39 others, citizens of western Pennsylvania, prar. 
ing for the speedy opening of a ship communication be- 
tween Lakes Huron aad Superior by a canal aroond the 
stralU of St. Mary. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of John Adams, of Har 
ford, Pennsylvania, a soldier in the war of th* revolntiaii, 
now in the looth year of his uta, asking pecuniary relief: 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionaiy Peniloos. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEa 
FaiDAT, January 10, 1845. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ANNXXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. HALE asked the indulgence of the House to 
enable him to offer a proviso to any proposition that 
might be adopted by this House for the annexation 
of Texas, that it might be committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
printed. 

The reading was called for. 

The CLERK read it accordingly. It proposes 
that, if Texas is admitted, she shall be divided inio 
two parts — in one of which there shall be no slave- 
ry, nor involuntary servitude, except as a punish- 
ment for crime. 

Mr. McCONNELL, Mr. BURKE, Mr. SLI- 
DELL, and others, objected to its reception, and^t 
was not received. 

HOUR OF MKETING. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first ques- 
tion in order was on the resolution offered on a pre- 
vious occasion by Mr. Thompson to change the 
hour of meeting to II o'clock; to which Mr. D. L. 
Setmour had submitted an amendment as a substi- 
tute, providing for an evening session. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved the previous qoestioii. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked for the yeas and nays. 

And they were ordered; and hebg taken, result- 
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76, nays 93. So tb* naolutioD vaa not 
bud on Uie table. 

The SPEAKER thm put the quettion an Mr. 
Bkobhsad'* motion for the prenoue queadon, and 
thera wa« aaecond— 69 voting in the affirmative and 
69 in the negative. 

On the queation "ahall the main qaeation be now 
pat?" the vote wa* ordered to be taken by tellen, 
and Mearna. Haib and Winthsop were appointed, 



Mr 



tk«T reported 61 in the affirmative. 

It. HOPKINS roae while the negative votea 



I being counted — ^whieh were evidently a mi- 
nority — and demanded the yeas and nava. 

The yeaa and nays were ordered; and being taken, 
(•■ahed — yeas 90, nays 86. So the main question 
was ordered to be now put. 

Ajid the main question beinf put on agreeing to 
the aabatitute amendment of Mr. Sctmovk, provi- 
ding for a daily seaaion at 7 o'clock, p. m., waa ta- 
ken, aad decided in the negative by a large majority. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the original reso- 
lution.— 

Mr. MoCONNELL called for tellers; which weie 
ordere d. 

Mr. STEWART of Connectieat called for the 
yeas and na]^ which were rel^iaed. 

The question then being token by tellers, waa de- 
cided in the negative — ayes 73, noes 79; 

So the resolution was rejected. 

TEXAS DIVIDED — SLAVERY AND ANtl- 
SLAVERT. 
Mr. HALE moved a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to ofTer the proviso which he had gilren 
notice of his intention to move as an amendment to 
the resolution or resolutiona (br the annexation of 
Texas, in order to refer to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the CJnion, and have it printed; 
and on this motion he demanded the yeas and nays. 
The following is the the proviso of Mr. Hauu 
PnfUtd, Thit immnliately after the qaeition at bounds- 
fy between the United States of America and Mexico ihall 
Mve tiecn dc&nitively fettled by the two goTemmcuti, and 
before aoT State formed of the territory of Texai ihall he 
adaUtted into the Cnion, the laid Tcrntorjr of Text! ihall 
be divided aa followB, to wit: Beginning at a pohit on the 
Oulf of Mexico midwar between Ihe northern and louthern 
bouodaiiea thereof on the coast^ and thence by a line run- 
aing in a northwesterly direction to the extreme boandary 
tlieraof, u aa to divide the lame as n>'arly aa poisiMa into 
two equal parte; and in that portion of said territorr lying 
•onlb sad west of the line «o nn as aforesaid, there snail be 
xtelther slarery nor involuntary ser\-itude, otherwise than in 
the punishment of crimes4«'hercof the party shall hare been 
duly conricted: •fad previdtd fitrtlitr, that this prorision 
aball be considered as a compact between the people of the 
United Statea aiMl the people of said territory, and forever 
renoain niialterable, uiileM by the consent of three-fourths 
of the Stales of the Union. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the ques- 
tion was taken, ana decided in the negative, (were 
not being a majority of two-thirds,) yeas 93, nays 
82, ss follows: 

YEAS— Measn. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Ben- 
ten, Bidlacli, Brinkeihoir, Jeremiah Brown, Carpenter, 
Jeremiah £. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Clinch, Collanier, Dana, 
Ricliard D. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, 
iUmer, Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foot, Fuller, Giddings. Grin- 
sell. Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward S. Hamlin, liardin. 
Harper, Herrick. Hudson, HndgerTord, James Hunt, Perley 
B. Johnson, Aaibrew Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel ?. Sing, 
Kitkpaliick, Leonard, Lyon, Maclay, McClelland, Mcll- 
vainc, Manb, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Fraeman 
H. Mona, Moseley, Mnrphy, Nes, Paterson. Phoenix, 
Pollock, EliahaR. Potter, Emery D.Potter, Pratt, Purdy, 
Ramaey, Rathbun, Charles M. Reed, Reding, Ritter, Robin- 
son, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, 8am{>le, Severance, Thos. 
H. Seymonr, David L. Seymour, Simons, T. Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Btephena, Stetson, John Stewart, Summers, Sykes, 
Trier, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wcntworth, Wheaton, Beiyamin 
White, Williams, Winthrop, Joseph A. Wright and Yost 



NATS— Messrs. Arrinslon, Ashe, Barringer, Belser, Ed 
ward J. Black, James Black, James A. Black, Bower, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brengle. Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Camp- 
belli Shepherd Cary, Augustus A. Chapman, Chuipell, 
Chilton, Clinton, Cross, i:ullom, Daniel, Oorretc Davis, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Dcberry, Dromgoolc, Duncan, 
Flcklin. Foster, French, Goggin, Gnder, Hammett, Haral- 
son, Hose, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Jenka, Cava Jehruon, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin. McConnell, 
McDowell. McKay, Newton, Norris, Payne, Pettit, Peyton, 
Freaton, David 8. Reid, Rhett, Senter, Slidell, John T. 
BdlUh, Robert Smith, Spence, Steenrod, Stiles, J. W. Stone, 
Strong, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibhats, Tucker, 
Wethered, John White, and Woodward — 8Q. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, leave was given to the 
heirs of Henry King to withdraw their papers from 
the files of the House. 

REANNEXATION OV TEXAS. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS, 

Tb* HoQM resolved iiself into a Comraitt«e of 



the Whole, (Mr. Hopcm* in the chair,) and r^ 
Bumed the consideiatio* of the joint resolution for 
the rsannexation of Tsxaa to the United States. 

Mr. SAMPILE, aAer some preliminary obsenwr 
tions, observed that this question was a new one, so 
fiuc as regarded the power of the House to act on 
th; subject. He denied that the House of Repre- 
senlalives and Senate, in their legislative capacity, 
had the power to incorporate a foreign territory into 
this Union. We, (said Mr. S.,) who are opposed 
,to the proposition, have called upon its advocates 
for arguments ' showing the power of this govern- 
ment to act on this matter; but they had ^Hei in 
vain, for as yet they had heard no aignments which 
had sufficient force to justify the measure. Some 
^otlemsn had declared that they would have Texas 
in the Union, right or wronr, but he apprehended 
that this would have no enect on the judgment of 
the House. The gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
DotrcLASs,] in order, as he conceived, to avoid the 
constitutional queation, quoted the third section of 
the fourth article of the constitution, wherein it is 
declared that "new States may be admitted by the 
Congress into this Union;" and he contended that 
CSon^resshadthepowertondmitTeXBsintotheUnion 
in virtue of that article, and that the acquisition of 
territory to make new States of, was incidental to tliat 
power. Now, he humbly conceived that the acqui- 
sition of territory was the main question, and the 
other was the incidental one; because he could shew 
that in all the debates in the conventipn which form- 
ed the constitution when this subject was under con- 
sideration, it was always taken for granted that the 
territory to make new States of shoiud be within the 
limits of the Union. The gentleman from Alabama, 
[Mr. BELiCK] the other day, quoted the Virginia 
resolutions, and declared that they were the doc- 
trines of the democratic party at the present day. 
He assented fully to those resolutions, and particu- 
larly to the doctrine laid down in them, fliat all the 
powers not granted to the federal government were 
reserved to the States and the people thereof.. Now, 
he would ask the gentleman from Alabama where 
the power was granted to acquire forei^ territory.' 

Another gentwman contended that this power was 
inherent in the government by virtue of its sover- 
eignty. He admitted that it was an attribute of 
sovereignty to acquire tenitory; but the limits and 
the consUtutioa restrieted CongrMs from acquiring 
it in this way. As a sovereign we might make a 
treaty with a foreign nation for the acquisition of 
territory, because that question was settled by the 
former practice of the government. Mr. S. then 
proceeded to argue that foreign territory could only 
be acquired in virtue of the treaty-making power. 

But there was another question to which he must 
give a passing notice. Suppose Congress should 
adopt the proposition before them, and determine by 
a vote of the two Houses that Texas shall be annex- 
ed to this Union: in such a case, he knew of no act 
that Congress might do in its legislative capacity, 
that Congress might not undo, WMn, in the change 
of events, a majority of another party should get into 
power. Annex Texas by a law of Congress, and 
oy a law of Congress annexation might be repealed: 
and what stability would there be for the territories 
of this Union while public opinion was so liable to 
chan|e. But again: the sovereignty of the people 
was in themselves; and they had given their legis- 
latures such powers as were necessary to provide 
for their welfare. If, then, the people of Texas 
were sovereign, how could the legislature, 
by the exercise of any constitutional power which 
has been conferred on them by the people, deprive 
the people of their sovereignty? Had the legisla- 
ture of Texas the power to attach Texas to this 
Union.' He denied that it had. 

He then proceeded to show that it was not the 
design of the framen of our constitution that power 
to annex foreign territory should be conferred by 
the 3d section of the 4th article of the constitu- 
tion, which gave authority to Congress to admit 
new States into this Union. He said there was not 
a word or syllable to authorize the government to^ 
go beyond the territory then possessed. To sup- 
port the position here token, he quoted very largely 
from the debates in the convention for the formation 
of our constitution. 

He next contended, as a matter of expediency, 
that we should be better without Texas than with 
it, whether viewed in a military or a eommercini as- 
pect. Texas independent, and she wai a belter 
protection to us than if she belonged to us. How 
were the British to get there, for die purpose of in- 
niiof IM| if Tesu rfnuined indeprndeot, (»od h« 



trustelin Gk>d she would,) unless she entered into 
alliances with that government' If, then, she re- 
mained independent, the Otilf coast waa protected 
for us without our aid. He disapprove of the 
spirit of aggrandizement and propagandism whidi 
was exhibiting itself amongst us. One gentleman 
had said that it would not be long before the banner 
of this country would float over the halls of Monte- 
zuma; but if such a spirit of conquest should pre- 
vail biara, we should then have attained our meri- 
dian. Oar policy was one of peace. But it waa 
said that it wes necessary to acquire Texas for the 
piupoac of extending the area of freedom. 

But, sir, said Mr. S., there is another area. Tea 
acquire Texas to "extend the area of fVeedoQi," by 
widening the boundary of slavery. There is no 
otiier necessity for the acqiuaition of this territory 
except to gratify the policy, at this late day, in tins 
19th century, in the freest nation on earth, to ex- 
tend, perpetuate, and strengthen the institution of 
-alavery. As lon^ as this institution was suffered to 
remain a domesuc institution, applying exclusively 
to the States in which it belonged, it was not fbr 
him, it was not for the free States, who stood by the 
guaranties of the constitution, to interfere with it 
If foreign invasion or domestic insurrection rtoald 
threaten them, we must assist in their defence. He 
was a lover of the constitution; he would abide by 
it, with all its compromises; but when he was called 
upon on this floor, or as a citizen of this country, 
to view the acquisition of this territory is a political 
light, (and that it had become a political question 
there could be no doubt,) then he should act differ- 
ently. We virere told by the Secretary of State, in 
his letter to Mr. Pakenham, that it was a political 
institution; they were told by the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, [Mr. C. J. Inbek- 
soll] — and he presumed the gentiemin spoke ex 
cathedra on this subject — that it was a slave que*> 
tion, a southern queation; and they had been told 
yestierday by the gentlsoion from Ohio [Mr. Wel- 
ler] that if 'there was no other reason for siipport^ 
ing this proposition than that it was calculated to 
strsngtheo tnat institution, he would vMe for it Ha 
regretted that this sectional discussion had been 
forced upon them; but that that issue had been 
raised, no man on this floor would hesitate to ac- 
knowledge. He was therefore obliged to enter 
somewhat upon it also. 

He wishM te call the attention to the poeition in 
which the fiee States now stood; and ne ahould 
speak plainly. The gentleman from Illinoia [Mr. 
lJoncit.as(] had movM an amendment to the propo- 
sition now under consideration, which amendment 
provided that slavery should not exceed beyond 
36i degrees of north latitude. He wish^ to nave 
the attention of the committea, and of the worid, to 
this map of Texas. He referred to the comparatively 
small amount of land designated by this prop- 
osition for the free Stale — an area not equal to 
that of Illinois, not comprising, he ventured to say, 
30,000 square miles of arable land. He also 
further referred to the proposition now lying on 
their table to admit Iowa and Florida into the 
Union. TThe limits of Iowa, as presented by her 
legislature, were more than 60,000 square mQea — 
equal to the whole of New York and nearly all of 
Pennsylvania, occupying; the whole territory be- 
tween the Missouri and the Mississippi, and cutting 
off every facility for forming new States: the limits of 
Florida, as they found by turning to the report, 
were 53,000 square miles, comprising swamps, 
Band hiUs, and everything else; and it was to be 
admitted, with the^rivilege of hereafter,on attaining 
a certain number of inhabitants, of making two 
States. Waa this to be borne? asked Mr. S. It 
was folly to attempt to conceal this matter; insidi- 
ously as it had crept upon them, the object was too 
clear. TI'C'^ ^as the record; two slave States were 
to be erected out of Floride, and one free State of 
Iowa, the hitter territory being much larger. Was 
not this a struggle for power? and were they not 
right in resisting? The atu of freedom had risen 
over our country; it had been long in the ascendant; 
it was shedding its refiilgent rays upon a free, 
happy, prosperous people; but make this infraction 
on the consutution of the country, and it was tlie 
aignal for it to set, never more to rise. 

Mr. DEAN said he had seldom risen to addreee 
the House when he felt so email a confidence in his 
ability to do justice to the subject as he did at diis 
time, and to the important question now under con- 
sideration. He looked upon it as one of the moet 
important that had ever been submitted to the de- 
Ubenttion of w Americu Congreee. It waa p^ 
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leas than the qacBtion of ■ooexiiig to this XJoioa an 
entire free ana indqiendent sovereign State; and it 
wu not th« importancr of tfae matter alone that was 
in controversy, but wlietfaer they poaseaaed the coD- 
atitutional power to dispose of the subject by annex- 
Aag Texas. That was the great i^uestion, and, in 
hia humble opinion, the only question of magnitude 
involved. He should not, in its examination, go 
back to search among the musty records of that day 
when the constitution was framed, in order to give 
tbat instrument its true and proper construction. 
Wliy seek for the opinions of liie men of the time 
of the origin of the constitution for the purpose of 
determining its true construction? That rule, which 
was <he result of their deliberations and wisdom, 
had been chalked out in lon^age so clear that it 
seemed to him no man could misunderatond or mis- 
apprehend. It was not to be disguised, however, 
that there were gentlemen on the floor entertaining 
serious objections to this measure, because they 
believed they were not warranted by the constitu- 
tion in doing this act. And he believed, yea, he 
knew, that there had never been a subject sub- 
mitted to their consideration, that had called 
forth so much inquiry, and so many projeti 
for its accomplishment, as this had done. Some gen- 
tlemen thought that Congress bad the power to an- 
nex new States to this Union, while they denied 
utterly the power to them, to acquire the territory 
oat of which those States were to be formed. There 
were other gentlemen — and he was now speaking of 
the democratic party; when he came to speak of the 
oUl federal party, now calling themselvea whigs, he 
should put them in general limits; there was no mis- 
take in regard to their position — who entertained 
^ different views. The chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs had presented one scheme that was 
to annex Texas to this country as a Territory. That 
project had not only obtained the sanction of the 
executive of this nation, bui the approbation of his 
council, among whom was one of the most disijn- 
guishea statesmen in this Union — one who under- 
stood the constitution, and who was as well quali- 
fied to decide upon any question as to its true con- 
struction with as much correctness of understand- 
ing of understanding as any other man; and who 
came from that portion of thr democratic party who 
believed that the constitution should receive & strict 
and not a liberal construction. This, then, was 
also the opinion of the President of the United States 
and bis cabinet; and it was in like manner the (min- 
ion of many other distinguished statesmen that they 
had the right to annex Texas as a Territory. Turn- 
ing to another portion of the democratic party, they 
said that, although they held that Congress 
had the right to annex new States to the Union, 
they had not the same power with reference to the 
territory out of which those States were to be 
formed. It would seem, from the argument present- 
ed by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Stet- 
son,] that that eentlemon, and many of his 
friends, believed Uiat Congress did not possess 
the constitutional right to do either — to annex Texas 
as a State or a Territory. He did not profess to be 
deeply learned in constitutional law, but he claimed 
the right of judging of the constitution for himself. 
What was the constitutional provision under which 
they were called upon to perform this act.' Why, it 
was in the plainest and broadest words known to 
the English language. It was, "new States may be 
admitted by the Congress into this Union." And 
the learned gentleman from Indiana, who had just 
taken his seat, [Mr. Sample,] had gone bai;k and 
read the opinions of those who framed the constitu- 
tiofi, to show that the correct construction of that 
instrument required that the new States should be 
formed out of territory already within the bounds 
of this Union. There was nothing (said Mr. D.) 
to warrrant this construction; there was nothing to 
limit the constitutional power of Congress over the 
admission of new States into this Union. The gen- 
tleman had said we were a peaceful government; 
that we had no desire to acquire territory, and that 
our safety consisted in restricting ourselves to terri- 
tory now within the bounds of this Union. Why, had 
the gentleman forgotten tlie whole history of our 
country? Did he not know that, from the land- 
ing of the pilgrims at Plymouth, our march had 
been onward.' that we had been a trespassing, pro- 
gressive, assuming people upon territory bordering 
upon us? Why, we had driven out every nation of 
the aborigines. Where were the red men of the 
forest who once hunted their game upon the green 
mountains oi Vermont and New Hampshire; upon 
(be plain* pf MaMachuselts, and Rhode Island, and 



upon that territory aow occupied by the other 
States — where were they? They had been driven 
out, tribe by tnbe, progressing as oar march had 
been onward, until we had driven all the native 
races beyond the shores of the Mississippi. And 
we should go on in like manner till we 
reached the shores of the Pacific. If the gentle- 
man said they hod not the power to annex Tex- 
as, what would be his position when the question 
of Oregon— of annexing that immense territory — 
was brought up before them? We had acquired it 
by discovery; and if deprived of it, we would po»- 
sess it by law. They would find means, by which 
they could acquire it without the aid of that party 
which has ever been arrayed against the interests 
of this country whenever a great national question 
had come up. If we ever acquired Oregon, we 
should have to acquire it as we^were to acquire 
Texas: we would see the democratic standard bear- 
er inarching at our front, and ultimately planting 
thalstandara on the shore of the Pacifio; while we 
would see the whole cohorts of fedendism, under the 
name of whigs, rallying in oppoailion to that meas- 
ure a« they were now founa in opposition t« this 
one. He could not for a moment entertain the 
doubt of their Cbnstitutional power to take the 
proper measures to annex Texas, as a State or as 
a Territory. But the objections, he thought, were 
greater to annexing it to the Union as a State; in 
met, he should doubt the policy of this Congress at 
this time passing a resolution acknowledging the 
independence of uiat ^vernment as a State and an- 
nexing her to this Union. 

There was something, (said Mr. D.,) very no>vel 
in the argument of the gentleman from Indiana, 
who had observed in his remarks that the power to 
acquire territory was the main power, and that the 
power to admit States into this Union was an inci- 
dental power, as conferred by the constitution. 
The constitution of the country had, in the Imad- 
est and eleaiest language, conferred upon them the 
power U> admit new States into this Union. 

Now, if there could be a construction given to the 
constitution — if there could be a position assumed 
in which it was necessary to exercise incidental 
powers in order to carry out the powers conferred 
by the constitution, it was in this very instance; 
for unless this incidental power was exocised, it 
was not possible to admit new States into the Union, 
nor in this case carry out the clearly expresseo 
will of the people. There were various ways of 
acquiring forei^ territory; such, for instance, as by 
discovery, by purchase, by eonqueat, and it might 
be by inneritance; but it was asserted by some that 
this belonged to the treaty-making power alone, 
and therefore the power to acquire ^reign territory 
could not be exercised by Congress. On turning 
to the constitution it would be found that the Pres- 
ident and Senate were empowered to make trea- 
ties; but not a word said about the power to make 
treaties for the purpose of acquiring territory to an- 
nex to the Union. When that subject wss agitated 
in 1803, it was said that Mr. Jefferson doubted 
whether this government had such a power; but 
Louisiana was purchased and annexed to the Union; 
and no sooner was this done, than the beneficent 
effects of the measure became so apparent, that the 
whole nation was satisfied w ith it, and a further exam- 
ination of the constitution further satisfied them that 
the President and Senate had wisely and sagacious- 
ly exercised the powers confered on them. Why, 
the question whether the President and Senate pos- 
sessed the powers to acquire that fine country was 
no more doubted by the nation at large, than the 
acquisition of Texas is doubted now. 

It had been Justly observed that, in the history 
of parties in this country, we should always find 
the old federal party (or whig party, as it is now 
called,) arrayed against every measure which 
promised to advance the interest, the honor, w 
the ^lory of the nation. Yes, it was strange, 
but It was nevertheless true, that this same pai^ 
ty was never on the side of its country; but 
was always op^KMed to every measure that was 
dictated by patnotism, and recommended by sound 
considerations of national policy. They never for- 
got the old prejudices to which they were wedded, 
and they clung to their bigoted and illiberal doc- 
trines with the same tenacity that a miser clings to 
his gold. Go back to the question of the acquisi- 
tion of Louisiana — one of the greatest strokes of 
national policy which our history records — and the 
whole of the cohorts of federalism from Geoi^a to 
Maine would be found arrayed against it. They 
n»t only resisted it by aigument, and by predi«(inf 



the dinst connqueitee* if that projeet was aooom- 
plished, but they threatened a dissolution of the 
Union. It was no kmgr.r ago than yesterday, that a 
pamphlet was laid on bis table, coming from that 
part of the Union (New England) which the gentle- 
man from Indiana landed so highly, which hdd the 
BBme doctrines, and reiterated the same threats in 
case of the annexation of Texas. He fully con- 
curred with the gentleman in everything he bad said 
of the patriots of old Massachusetts; but when be 
came to look at her degenerate sons, he could not 
but regret that in so many of them the spint of the 
revolution — the spirit that aninuUed their fiitfaen at 
Bunker's Hill and Lexington — was wanting. Yes, 
this phamplet breathed the. fiercest denunciations 
against those who were for annexing Texas to the 
United States, and threatened disunion and all other 
ills besides if that measure was accomplished. 
Though every party in the Union now applauded 
Mr. Jefferson for the acquisition of Louisiana, which 
was denounced in 1803 as much as the acauiattion 
of Texas is now, yet, when a measure of uie soma 
character is under consideration, the same factions 
opposition, the same party spirit, and the same trea- 
sonable threats of disanion were resorted to that in 
1803 characterized the conduct of the federal party. 
Notwithstanding this opposition and these Uiiaats of 
disunion and disorganization, the democratic party 
in that House, he felt assured, would stand up, as 
they had ever done, for the interest, the honor, and 
the glory of their common country. He knew that 
their opponents would denounce tnis patriotic mea^ 
ure as they did the acquisition of Louisiana, during 
the administration of Mr. Jefferson. He knew, too, 
that they would denounce the taking possession of 
Oregon, though no one was so hardy as to say that 
the country was not ousi; but they would find their 
opposition in vain, for Oregon is and must be a part 
of our Union, and he hoped Texas would be also. 
All this opposition, said Mr. D., we must expect; 
but every democrat on the floor was in favor of the 
acquisition of Texas, though there might be some 
who woukl be deterred firom voting for it on account 
of oonatitutional scruples. He could not, however, 
for his part, see bow any one could entertain any 
constitutional doubts on the subject. Hauing fully 
satisfied himsslf that Congress possessed tht con- 
stitutional power to annex Texas to the Union as a 
Territory, or to admit it into the Union as a State, 
he waa for at one passings bill or resolution of some 
kind, that should aocompUsh the measure of annex- 
ation in one way or the other. Until Texas could 
form a constituttont arid submit il fbr the approb»' 
tion of this government — to which it must be sub- 
mitted to decide upon the republicanism of its char- 
acter — it ought to be held as a Territory, and then 
taken in as a State; but he held that Congress had 
the power at this moment to annex it forever to our 
Union, provided Texas consented to it. He was for 
pursuing a course nearly similar in regard to Ore- 
gon. He had no doubt that a law wouid be passed 
to extend the jurisdiction of this government over 
that country, and in this way to annex it to our 
confederacy. If Congress should pass a law an- 
nexing Texas to the United States, the next ques- 
tion would be. Had she the ability, and was she 
v/illing, to become a part of this Union? 

On this part of the subject he had observed 
tbat there was a great diversity of opinion. 
He knew that there were some gentlemen who 
contended that we must have the consent of Mexi- 
co before we could annex Texas to the United 
StntCB; and he was aware that the same objection 
was stated last spring in the letter of a distinguish- 
ed northern statesman [Mr. Van Buren] on that sub- 
ject; but public opinion was so much at war with 
the doctrines avowed by this gentleman, that he 
lost thehigih honor of the nomination of bis party 
for . the presidency, though he differed with the 
great body of them on that one subject only. He 
apprehended, however, that there were few now . 
who would be willing to say that the consent of 
Mexico was a necessary preliminary, since the 
power of the Mexican usurper was overthrown, 
bis army disbanded, and himself banished from the 
country. It then becomes important for us (said Mr. 
D.) to look into the situation of Texas, and see if 
she is competent to convey away her sovereignty, 
and form an alliance with us. It had been urged 
that a state of war existed between Texas and 
Mexico; and that, until that war was closed, Texas 
had no power to form such an alliance with this na- 
tion as was contemplated. Mr. D. here replied at 
length to this argument, showing from the history 
of Uie country and the laws of nations, that Ttxvf 
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WW indcnpendent of Mexico, and free to treat with 
a, end tbat her independence had been maiutained 
for more tkui aigkc jreare, wiUioat any a«easion 
from Mexico that deseired the name of a war. 
There could be, in hia opinion, no dodbta on this 
point. We poisesa (aaid Mr. D.) the conatitatioaal 

SDwer to annex Texas either as a Territory or a 
tate; and Texas has not only the ability to dispose 
of hersidf by forming an alliance with us, but she 
is ready and willing to do so. The only question, 
therefore, to be considered, was that of the expe- 
diency of the measure; and that, he. apprehended, 
W» too plain to require an argument to prove it. 
Ife had expected to hear something from the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Sample] on the subject 
of slavery, and he was not mistaken; but he must 
here be permitted to say that the doctrines avowed 
by him he repudiated with all his heart. The-gen- 
Ueman told the committee that this was a sectional 
questioa; that it was a local question; and that it was 
a question of slavery. Now, if the question was 
either of these, it never would have received his 
sanction. However much he regretted the course 
token by a distinguished gentleman at the other end 
of the avenue, (Mr. Cubour.,) in regard to this 
question, and the tendency of that coorse to weaken 
and injure the cause in which he displayed so much 
zeal, yet he would never agree with him that it was 
either a local or a slavery question. It was, in his 
opioion, purely a national question, calculated to 
promote the interests of the whtie country, 
and was supported by a majority of toe 
people at large, without r«|ard to sectional 
mtereatB or sectional feelings. The honorable gea- 
tleman alluded to the treaty made in 1843 by this 
analgamation administration, by which a valuable 
portioo of our territory was surrendered to a for^ 
eign power. Of this he had nothing to say, further 
timnthathe did not stand silently by and witness 
a disgraceful surrender of his country's rights. 
WJtat induced this government to give the Yan- 
kee* f300,000 for the contemptible privilege ofre- 
linqut^ii^ five millions of acres of our acknowl- 
edged territory to the British government, he could 
not say; but he knew that the transaetion was 
viewed with the deepest indignation by the Ameri- 
can people, and that the disgrace and infim!i^ of it 
never would be forgotten. After speaking m the 
moat glowing terms of the v«due of Texas to the 
Union, its unexampled fertility of soil, iu salubri- 
ty of climate and extent of territory, together with 
the inducements it will, in the event of annexation 
to the United States, hold out to agricultural, man- 
uiactu ring, and commercial enterpnss, Mr. D. ob- 
served that he had hastily glanced at the various 
topics connected with this subject, and had shown 
that w« possessed the constitutional power, and that 
Tezaa possessed the ability and will to unite her 
with ua. He had also shown that there were induce- 
ments for the acquisition of this territory of Ihe 
most powerful nature; and he would simply re- 
mock to those gentlemen who talked so loudly of 
republican institutions and so sneeringly of the 
idea of "enlarging the area of freedom," that bis 
philanthropy was not bounded by their narrow 
riews. 

One of the greatest inducements with him to an- 
nex Texas was, that they mi^ht extend the bless- 
ing of civil, political, and religious liberty which we 
enjoy. He would rejoiee to see our free institu- 
tions extended throughout this continent. He 
would tell gentlemen on the other side, that the 
march of free institutions was onward; and it would 
keep up with the march of mind. Hia anxious de- 
sire viraa to add State to State; and it required no 
great stretch of the imagination to anticipate the an- 
nexation not only of Texas and Oregon, but of No- 
va Scotia, New Brunswick, the Canadas, and even 
Mexico; and all the other possessions on this conti- 
Deiit,eyen to the polarregions. The light of liberty and 
the power of freedom must be felt by all the nations 
on tivis continent, and they would yet arise in their 
majesty and shake off the sbaekles which have 
bound them, and assume the rank which it was in- 
tended they should occupy by nature and by na- 
ture's C3od. 

There was still one question which he would dis-- 
eoss if he bad the time to do so — the question of sla- 
yexy. It was a question which he had no disposition 
to aod^', but if be had time, he would meet it boMJi' 
and fairly. He now would give it as his deliberate 
opinion, that if they annexed Texas the course of 
slavery would be restricted. Texas was a slave 
country, and he believed the climde of a portion of -, 
Texas required and was peculiarly adapted for slave i 



labor he did not beKeve a portion of it could be cul- 
tivated by whites; and he also believed that if our. 
country required it, it was our duty to prescribe 
slavery. But be also believed that, if Texas was an- 
nexed, in twenty years Virginia, Maryland, Dela- 
ware, and KenttKWy would be rid of their slave pop- 
ulation; and on this ground annexation was desira- 
ble. . — 

Here the mntleman's hour expired. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY next obtained the floor; 
and he moved that the committee rise. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Tbomasson 
and TnBATTs were appointed; and they reported 73 
in the affirmative, and 49 in the negative. 

The committee accordingly rose, and reported 
progress. 

ErECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a commu- 
tion from the President of the United States, in an- 
swer to a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 4th June last, requesting the President 
to cause to be communicated to the Houses copy of 
the instructions to (JeOrge W. Erving upon his ap- 
pointment as minister plenipotentiary to Spain, m 
the year 1814, and afierwards during his mission 
to that court, which have not been heretofore made 
public. The report and the accompanying papers 
were very voluminous. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that they be laid on the 
the table and printed; which was agreed to. 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. JENKS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution au- 
thoriziitf and directing the accounting officer of the 
Post Office Department to inquire mto, audit, and 
settle the claims of Alexander M. Gumming, late 
mail contractor. It was read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION. 

Mr. PRATT, ftom the Committee on Ptiblic 
Building and Grounds, reported a bill making an 
appropriation for furnishing, painting, and repair- 
ing the executive mansion, ana for other purposes. 
It was read twice, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole t)f the Union, and was ordered to_be 
printed. 

The House theaeafjoumad. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the r^wrters by the memben 
presenting them: 

By Mr. JOS. A. WRIGHT: The papers in the appllcstion 
of Thomas Bronaugh, of Hendricks county, Indiana, lor a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HANNIBAL HAMLIN: The petition of John E. 
Godfrey and 168 others, for the reduction of postage on all 
letters not weighing over half an ounce, to ten cents. Also 
the petition of i3exter Farron and sundry other members of 
the legislature of Maine, for the erection of a Iight>bouse at 
the entrance of Gilkey'a harhor. 

Bv Mr. ORINNEU.: The petition of Mary Briggs, of 
Rochester, Massachusetts, widow of Arnold Biiggs, arero- 
Ittlionary soldier, for apension. 

By Mr. ABBOTT: Tie petition of the Maine, New Hamn. 
shire, and Massachusetts Railroad coipocation, for refund- 
ing duties on railroad iron. 

By Mr. MACLAV: The petition of sundry citizens of New 
YonL for a reduction of postage, and the abolition of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. ANDREW STEWART: The petition and docu. 
meiits of Thomas Gregg, of Fayette connty, Pcnnsylrania, 
In relation to a ''baU-prcofressel" invented by him: referred 
to the Committee on Naval Aflairs. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of Daniel Remiok and 
seventy others, citizens of Massachaselts and Maine, for a 
light-house at the entrance of Kennebunk harbor. In said 
State of Maine. Alito the petition of Demond, Howe, & Co , 
and thirty other citizens of Massachusetts, for the same ob- 
ject: referred to the (Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. JOHN STEWART: The petition of Thomas 
Ranson, and ninety-three others, citizens of northern Ohio, 
jirayiug <.:ungress for an appropriation, at their present ses- 
sion, for completiag a harbor at the mouth of ChagrjjD 
river, in the county of Lake, and State of Ohio: reCurad to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Bv Mr. A. A. CHAF.V1AN: The petition of Mrs. Phebe 
Pack, of the State of Ohio, praying for a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 



HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturdat, January 11, 1845. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. HARALSON, Oom the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, asked leave to make a report from that 
committee. 

Mr. PARMENTER objected, unless reports 
were received generally. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the rules be 
suspended for one hoar for the purpose of calling 
the committees for reports; which was agreed to. 



REPORTS OF C0MMITTSK8. 
On motion of Mr. DROMQOOLB, • 

Oritni. That the C oromittee of M ays and Meanr he dli. 
charged from the consideration of the petltioa <rf'Alszaader 
Herbert, and tbatit be laidon the tabls. 

On motion of Mr. NORRIS, 

Orderti. That the Committee of Wkyi and Means be dl*. 
charged From the consideration of the petition of oitiient of 
Massachusetts for the completion of the Sandy b^ break- 
water; and that it be relerred to the Committeoon Com- 
merce. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

Oritrti, That the Committee of Ways and Means b« db- 
chaiged from the consideration of the memorial of WilUaa 
Norns tc Co, and that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claiina, to 
which was referred Senate bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Rich, reported the same with a recommenda- 
tion that the bill do not pass: referred to the Com 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
jjrinted. 

Also, an adverse reports upon the petition of Rich- 
ard G. Door and Martha Foot; which reports were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. THOMASSON, from the same committee, ' 
made adverse reports upon the petitions of S. Cal- 
vert Ford and of the widow of Southey Parker, de- 
ceased; which reports were laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill to change the boundary ' 
of the Red river land district, in the State of Arkan- 
sas. 

Mr. D. moved the engrossment, at this lime, of 
the bill. 

The reading was called for; and it was read by the 
Clerk. 

The hill was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. BOYD, from the same committee, reported a 
bill authorizing the President of the United States to 
iasue patents for land sold in the town of Mineral 
Point, in the Territory of Wisconsin; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole Hoase, 
roide the order of the day for to-morrow, add orders 
ed to be printed. 

On his motion, the committee were discharged 
from the petition of certain citizens of Illinois in ref- 
erence to their school lands; and it was laid on the 
table. 

ATMOSf HERIC RAILWATS. 

Mr. HOLMES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to authorize the importation, 
free of duty, of pipes and machinery to test the 
utility of atmospheric railways. 

Mr. H. said, as tliis bill aiithorized the importa- 
tion of iron without coming in conflict witn any 
iron interest, he begged the House would at once 
put it on its passage. It so happened that there was 
now an experiment being made in England of what 
was called the atmospheric reulroad. In this coun- 
try we were disposed to try the utility of these 
roads; their success was not yet ascertained. South 
Carolina, with that patriotism which had urged her 
to commence the first railroad and the first locomo- 
tive in the United Statas, by which a great stimulus 
haid been given to the locomotives of the United 
States, was now disposed, in the same spirit of pa- 
triotic ardor, to make a new attempt to encourage 
domestic inanufactures and promote the iron works. 
And let him state to the iron gentlemen that the 
Committee on Commerce (composed pretty much' 
of iron men^ unanimously recommended to allow 
the importation, free of duty, of the railroad pipes 
and machinery requisite to test, for one inile, the ef- 
ficacy of atmospheric railroad locomotion; and if it 
were granted, we will undertake, (said Mr. H.,) in 
South Carolina, to try the experiment— not for our 
benefit, but for the benefit of the whole Union — with 
that patriotism which they knew always character- 
ized South Carolina. 

The bill was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved to refer the bOI to 
the Committee ^of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. B1DL.\CK said he would detain the House 
but a moment As the gentleman who had pre- 
sented this bill had made a particular reference to 
iron men — 

Mr. HOLMES begged pardnn. He did not mean 
that the gentleman was a cast-h^n man, [laughter;] 
but he referred to the gentlemen respecting iron in- 
terests. 

Mr. BIDLACK resuming, saM he, as one of 
those who represented iron interests, liad no dis- 
position to discourage this experiment, if there wa^ 
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sothinf more ia Um bill Uuui nprMmtad by th« 
C«ntlain«D;>but he thourht, «■ fiur aa b* oeuld jadg« 
m>Bi in raadiiig, tbata nir cooctraetion of the terms 
of the bill wmdd allew tb« conupeDjr to introduce, 
dutjr fi««, not only the pipes, Ac. neeetiary for 
one mile, but all the nwehinaiy neceiaary on the 
whole road. 

Mr. KINO waa nndentood to eay he did not r»- 
gaid thia bill aa so important in itacif; bat he ob- 
jected to repealing the tariff in detail. He thought 
the bin had betterco to a comrailtee. 

Mr. 6IDLACK called for the reading of tha bill 
aCain; which was read. 

The qaealion waa taken, and the bill waa rafcited 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union — by yeaa 83, noea not counted. 

RAILROAD CONTRACTS FOR TRANSPORTATION 
OF MAIL. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Poat 
Office and Post Roads, reported a joint, resolution 
authorizing the Postmaster General of the United 
Ststaa to contract with railroad oompaniea ia certain 
eaaea, without advertising for proposala therefor. 

Mr. G. remarking that the resolution was the same 
M had passed the House at the last session, moved 
that it be noV read a third time end passed. 

After a momentary conversation Ixtween Meaara. 
CAVE JOHNSON and GRINNELL, 

The reaolution waa read a third time, and passed. 

On moUon of Mi. HOPKINS, 

Ordtnd, Tbat the CoamittM on Pott OSIcei and Peat 
Roads be diachaif ed from tlie consideratioB of the memorial 
of John U. Peimin^ton.for an appropriation for experimenti 
teatinf hif inventioD for navi^ting the air. Alio, that the , 
meroorialiat have leave to withdraw the ■amelh>m the filea 
•ftlieHoiMS. 

Mr. BIDLACK, from the Committee on tha Ju- 
diciary, asked to be discharged from the further 
tonaideration of the petition and papers of Heivy 
Kichaids; which motion waa agreed to, and it waa 
laid an the taUe. 

Mr. SUMMERS, from tha Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, rsportod a bill for tl>e relief of the sureties 
of William Estea, late paymaatsr of the 4th regi- 
ment of Virginia troops, stationed at Norfolk during 
the late war: read twrae, and referred to the Com- 
mittee Of the Whole. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Mr. CLINCH, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill making appropriations for 
certain defensive works of the United States, for the 
fiscal year commencing on the Ist July, 1845, and 
ending 30th June, 1846: rsad twice, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the atata of the 
Union. 

Mr. C. from the same committee, reported 
a bill making appropriations for the commence- 
ment of defensive works at or near the mouth 
of the (ienesee river, for the fiscal year commenc- 
ing on the first of July, 1845, and ending on the 
30th June, 1846: rend twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HARALSON, from the same Committee, 
made a favorable report on the case of John H, 
. Mcintosh, accompanied by a bill for his relief 
which was read twice, and referred to t)>e commit- 
tee of tlie Whole Houae. 

BELATITB RANK IN THE NAVT. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a joint reaolution concerning 
the relative rank of certain oflicers In the navy; and 
moved that it be now put on its passage. 

Mr. C JOHNSON moved to amend it bv ad- 
ding a proviso, that such increased rank shall not 
be accompanied by increased pay; which amend- 
ment being agreed to — 

The resolution waa read tha third time, and 
pasaed. 

CAT-O' -NINE-TAILS IN THK NAVY. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Comraitte on Na- 
val Affairs, submitted a resolution requesting the 
Secretary of the Navy to report to the House what 
aubstitute, if any, might be made for corporal pun- 
ishment in the navy, without endangering the dis- 
cipline of the service: agreed to. 

NAVT CONTRACTORS. 

Mr. ATKINSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported without amendment the bill firom the Senate 
entitled "An act to afford relief to eettain contract- 
ora of tha goverament;'* and the aame waa reftrred 
to tha Comnitlae of tha Wbola on lb* ataitef tto 
Jftum. 



On motion of Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR, tha 
Committee on Invalid Pensions waa disehaiged from 
the further consideration of several cases that bad 
been referred to that committee; and the aame were 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, offered a bill for the relief of the widow 
Hannah Duboiae; and after being read the second 
time, Mr. R. said this was the same bill, verbatim, 
which had been reported the last session, and subse- 
quently passed this House unanimously. But it 
being late in the session, (in June,) it was not 
reached in the Senate; he therefore asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to have it read the third 
time, and that the bill be engrossed. 
_ This bill, however, contained an appropria- 
tion. It was necessary that it should go to the 
Committee of the Whole House. It was ac- 
cordingly BO committed; and the bill and report 
were ordered to be printed, and made the order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. R. also offered a bill for tha relief of March 
Farrington; which having been read twice, tha bill 
and report were ordered to be printed, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. R. also oflbred a bill for the relief of Henry 
N. Halsted; which having been read tha second 
time, the bill and report were ordered to be printed, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. R. also mode a report on the application of 
William Allen, adversely to the prayer of the peti- 
tioner. The report was ordered to be printed, the 
paper* laid upon the table, and the committee dia- 
cbarred from the further consideration thereof. 

Bar. BRINKERHOFF, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Justice Jacobs; whien waa read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

On motion by Mr. BRINKERHOFF, the same 
cotonrittas-waa diacharged from the further consid- 
eratioa of the petition of Aaron Rollins. 

Mr. J. B. EilJNT, firom the Committee on Indian 
Affaire, made an adverse report on the memorial of 
Eooncbattimico, an Indian chief; and the committee 
waa discharged from the further coasideration 
thereof. 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
aions, reported a bill placii^ th«-name of Benjamin 
Allen on the roll of invalio pensioners; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

On motion by Mr. ALBERT SMITH, the aame 
committee was discharged from the fbnher consid- 
eration of the petition of the heirs of Charles 
Rumsey. 

Mr. BURKE, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, made a r^rt on the aubjeet of preparing in- 
dices forpublic doeumenis; which waa laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNQERFORD, from the Committee on 
Accounts, offered the following reaolution; whi h 
was oonadered, and agreed to: 

Reiokei, That the Clerk be rrqaired to enter in a book to 
be provided and kept for that purpoie, all article!, with the 
cof t of the lame, he may purehaie for the use of thli Houie. 
He ihaU deliver to the chief clerk all articlei Decenary for 
the clerk'i office; to the poiUnaiter all articlei required for 
hii office, and for the uie of roemben and committees j to the 
doorkeeeper all articlei required for the uie of the hall and 
the folding room; and to the Mrgeent^t.anns inch articlei 
ai may be necetMiy forbii office. At the cloie of each lei* 
lion, the clerk ihall make abatiacti of all articlei delivered 
to the foregoing peraona, and enter the laroe on the afore* 
laid book, with the coit thereof. He ihall then make an ac- 
curate inTentorr of all article! on hand belonging to the 
contingent fund, and enter the Mune in laid tKxw, with the 
coit thereof. Tlie poitmaiter iliali lieep an account of all 
article! delivered to each member of the House as now rc- 
quind; alio an account of all articles, with the cost thereof, 
wUeh he rosy deliver to tha chairman, iaierting hii name, 
of each eomaittee. At theoommaneement of eachieiiion, 
the clerk, {chief clerk, poitroaiten, doorkeeper, and ler^ 
geant'at.armi shall respectively account to the Committee 
on Acconnti Ibrall property of eveiy description belonging 
to (aid contingent Diad received by theoL 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Harrison Wilson; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

On the motion of Mr. SlMOTfS, of the Commit- 
tee on Engraving, it was agreed to print 1^500 co- 
pies of Nicolet's map of the Upper Mississippi. 

Mr. A. A. CHAPMAN, from the Committee of 
Elections, autmitted a resolution, as follows: 

Ktictved, That the Clerk of thi» House bo directed to pay 
I^Uiam L. Ooggin per diem and mileage as a member of 
tbii Home from the 4th December, 18tt, to the ]7tb Febm- 
ai7. 1M4, ijwliuive. 

I mr. HAMTJN, from th* mum conmittte, «« 



pUnsd why this resolution had bean reported. 
Mr. Ooggin came here to eonteat the aeat of Mr. 
Gilmer, and he presented the evidence on which his 
claim was baaed. He preaented the record ob- 
tained from the inspectors of elections in every por- 
tion of the district, and that evidence showed that 
Mr. Qogsin was elected. But, on examining that 
evidencehere, it was found that one of the oScsrs 
of election had made a mistake, and conaequently 
Mr. Gown's claim was reported against Now 
the question was, was Mr. Qomn justified in com- 
ing here to contest the seat of Mr. GKlmerf The 
record of the officer showed that he was; and when 
such record showed such a state of things, it waa 
the duty of a candidate, both to his constituents 
and the country, to bring the matter befbre thia 
Houae for investigation. The error was the offi- 
cer's, and not Mr. Goggin's; and hence the commit- 
tee had reported this resolution. He concluding by 
moving the previous question. 

The SPEAKER announced that the hour had 
expired for which the rulea had been suspended. 

Mr. SUMMERS hoped the Houae would allow 
this question to be decided now. It would be a 
saving of lime to do so. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that tha Hoose 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
Slate of the Union, for thepuipoae of resuming the 
consideration of the resslutions for the raanaexation 
of Texas. 

The motion waa agreed to, and Mr. Hopsna 
took the chair. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, who bad the floor firom 
yasterday, said he waa oppoaed to the proposition 
before the Houae — to every propoaed amendment 
of that proposition — <and to annexation in any afaape 
or form in which it might be preaented- The gen- 
tleaan from Ohio, [Mr. Deih,j who add r essed the 
committee yesterday, had undertaken to define the 
position of Uie party with which he (Mr. K.)was 
associated on thia and other questions; and fiorta- 
nately for the cotmtiy, it was known on what plat- 
form they had stood. They stood where their po- 
litical forefiuheis had ever stood, when there waa to 
be an "extension of the area of freedom," or the 
principles of freedom, in every age of the world. 
It was true they did -not belong to the party of "pro- 
gressive democracy" of which they had heard 
something on this floor; it was their pride and 
pleaaure to stand where their forefathers nod stood; 
but he did not think the gentleman from Ohio, or 
any of his forerunners in thia debate, had been so 
fortunate aa to define their own position on this 
or any other question during the present aeasion. 
It had been prophesied that the present session of 
Congress would become one of great and poramotut 
interest to the people of this country and of Texas, in 
reference to tnis question of annexation; and the 
opitiion had also been expressed, that thia PiiiiLiiaa, 
when ssaembled, would find nothing to do but to 
register the edicts of the people, as they were said to 
have been pronounced in the result of the late elec- 
tion. They were told that the day of aigument waa 
gone by, and that they had nothing to do but to 
carry out thejudgmentof the people; but, sinee they 
had come here, a very different temper bc^aa to 

firevail amongst the demoeratio party on this floor. 
t was now no longer so dear that this question had 
been determined by the people, and that their course 
was shaped out for them by the hand which uoaOy 
shifted out the legislation of thia Hooae. They 
found gentlemen here invoking inquiry into thia mat- 
ter, that some reasons might be given to aatisfy the 
stiU unsatisfied. Why, they had some doubu yet 
existing as to what were the issues of the election of 
1844. Some gentlemen found it a profitable subject 
of dispute here; and any gentleman who had liatan- 
ed to the debates here on the proposition to allov 
railroad iron to be introduced firee of duty, and on 
the sub-treasury, would find there existed an edi- 
fying contrariety of opinion as to what wan the 
issues of 1844. He had proof, too, in the meaaag* 
of Governor Porter, of Pennsylvania, that he area of 
opinion that if the people hod supposed Mr. Polk, 
the President elect, was not in favor of the tariff of 
1843, they would "not have elected him. They had 
likewise another paper which excited a good deal of 
interest, at the present time* in relation to the issoes 
of 1844 — the message of the Gtovsmor of New 
York; and he begged gentlemen who were skilled in 
dadpheriiv aach (hfrigs to tell him what the 
uadantaniung' )» I^*w Yoric wto of &• 
of 1644. Tb«7 wtra uM in thM 
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that the Uro great parties of the conntryhad been 
fiurly pitted upon well known principles, and meas- 
ures of policy which divide them; and the election 
was decided on the well known previous opinions 
and principles of the candidates; and it went on to give 
them one short paragraph, which he supposed liad 
some reference to the annexation of Texas; but it 
was distinctly a message of non-committalism, which 
defied the most ingenious to explain. It reminded 
him of a man that they had once in their State; he 
was a very ezceDentnum, whose misfortune it was 
to be pis ced upon the bench — a man who was mote 
distinguished for goodness of heart than for legal 
knowledge; and for sixteen years he sat beside me 
chief justice withput once expressing an opinion. 
But it happened on one occasion that some members 
of the bar were desirous to furnish some diversion 
for the bystanders in the court, and they got up a 
case, and placed it before the good old gentfeman as 
an intrinsic question of law on which they desired 
hia opinion. They argued the question on both 
aides, and then it tiecame necessary that be should 
charge the jury, which he did in this foshion: Qen- 
gttntbmen, this is a case of vast importance — 
the issues have been very distinctly made — the 
counsel have argued them with great ability — 
and it now becomes my duty to pronounce a direction 
to th« jury on the subject. You have heard the law 
clearly and precisely stated by the counsel on both 
sides, and my direction is, that you find accordingly. 
[Laughter.] And equally as dear was the message 
of Gtov. Wright. He (Mr. K.) thought he under- 
stood the issues of 1644 before he came here, but 
now, from all he could gather, they were, Mr. 
Polk is elected; and that was about all that could be 
iiiirly inferred from that election, thereby furnishing 
the democratic party with a charter to carr^ out any 

Srinciples which the politics of the day might ren- 
er necessary. 

He had recently seen a letter fVom Washiogton 
to the Richmond {Inquirer, which furnished evi- 
dence of the unanimity which prevailed in the demo- 
cratic party in relation to the question of annexation. 

The letter seemed to come from one who bad 
become, by some means or other, well versed' in 
the mysteries and private consultations on this s«^ 
ject. That letter was written before the holydays, 
and it annonnced tt)» perplexities which prevailed - 
at that time. It ' gave the names of parties 
t» whom they had been referred for adjustment, and 
then prophesied that, by new year's day, they would 
be brought into a itate of harmony, and then they 
were to have some "thunder" — democratic thunder 
— which would make every British advocate in this 
land, and every other land, to tremble, from Sir Rob- 
art Peel down to Mr. Wiothrop. [laughter.] Well 
DOW, he (Mr. K.) was somewhat of an anmteur in 
tbase grand convulaions of nature, and he perceiv- 
ed with some degree of gratification the announce- 
ment that they were to have some thunder; he was 
anxious to see the commotion which the Jupiter 
Tonansof the<|uestion — ^the chairman of the Com- 
mittee 00 Foreign Affidra— and his auxiliaries were 
to create through the whole hemisphere in which 
they lived. Well, the thunder had come; but after 
two days' exhibition of it, it was well-nigh exhaust- 
ed; and if it had not been for the philanthropy of 
the genUeman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. R. In- 
ecasou.,] who replenisbea the cauldron with mate- 
rials of combustion, it would have been totally si- 
lenced. They had had some since; but he thought he 
had heard better "thunder." The thunder of the 
theatres waa better when it was necessary there to 
get up a storm by the vibration of tin-plates, and 
cceale lightning with sulphur and saltpetre. The 
thunder which thev had had, he was happy to see 
had not annihilated his friend from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. WiNTHaor;] and possibly the next steamer 
might bring intelligence that Sir Robert Peel had 
.^scaped the threatened danger. 

But with whatever indifference or neglect the 
people of the United States may have received this 
proposition of annexation when it was first sub- 
mitted to their consideration, when it sprang into 
existence under the nursery of that accidental func- 
tionary who was at least its foster father, whoever 
might be the legitimate father of the "old tinnexa- 
tion," of which the gentleman from Illinois had 
■poken— however it may have been disparaged while 
under his care, partaking somewhat of the feeling 
which the puUic attributed to him who made it his 
boast that he came into power without a party, and 
of whom be (Mr. K.) prophesied that he would 
abdicate power without a fnend — it had grown to 
boa <|ue«tion of great and vital iiD|>0Tt«itce to tl^e 



people of this cotmtry, exciting hopes and animat- 
ing fears both of friends and foes. So sbsorbing 
had the question become, that many of our greatest 
and best citizens were looking with fear and trem- 
bling; and thousands and ten of thousands of the best 
patriots in this land were looking to the proceedings 
of Congress with deep feelings and many rayets 
for a mfe deliverance. 

He thought he must bs a most careless observer 
of the signs around him who did not ses donbt of 
the popular censure, distrust of the rashness of the 
proceeding, pervading the action of those who had 
come here professing to be particular fnends of tlUs 
ineasure. Tbey could all see a disposition if pos- 
sible to escape every practicable measure of an- 
nexation, and go to some abstract proposition. The 
intrinsic difiicultiee were greatly enhanced by the 
events that had taken place aince the subjea had 
firat come under consideration. The struts wss 
not so much to find a way to admit Texas mto the 
Union, as it was to find a way to admit her in spite 
of the Senate's veto. The Senate stood in the way 
of it; and it was not the first time that a whig Senate 
of this country had put strict construction to its 
trumps to evade the coustiUitioo of the land. 
We had seen such struggles as had never been 
witnessed before. These embryo schemes, these 
artful devices, were to do — whaij To get round the 
constitution of the United States. Mr. K. referred 
to Swift's "Tale'of a Tub," and read at some 
length, amid much merriment of the House, the 
artnil and profound consultations there recorded 
with reference to the three constructions of the will 
in question, as illustrative of what he alleged the 
quibbles and prevarications with which it was at- 
tempted by the friends of this measure to getaround 
the constitution of the United States? Now he 
begged leave to give a cantion to the friends of this 
Question. There were too many scbamea before 
tnis House, as was declared by the voiee which had 
come from the Hermitage. Now, since w« had 
heard the crack of the whip from the West, there 
was imminent danger, if we did not go immediately 
and annex Texas, (for ktr benefitj) or she would 
take her benefit into her own hands, and seek alli- 
ance elsowhere; and then it might be we should 
Jurre no other means of making Texas happy but 
by the sword. How obedient the friends of this 
scheme would be to this voice potential, remained 
to be seen. 

What were these schemes? or why so many? 
Had it ever before been heard that on an ordinary 
subject of legislation, or any scheme on which 
men had made up their minds, there was to b« a 
succession forever of contrivances to get it into 
some intelligible shape. We had some eight or 
nine <^ these — how many more there were in the 
portfolios of gentlemen he was not able to say. 
What were they? Beginning with that of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affiurs, [Mr. C. 
J. iNoaasoLL,] he should characterize that as an ex- 
pedient (a happy expedient its author might consid- 
er it) by which the House of Representatives and 
Senate might, by joint resolution, ratify a treaty 
which the treaty-making power had rejected; in 
other words, by which they might out, veto the veto 
ofthe Senate. Well, that struck at once some of 
the tender concisnces here with alarm, and they 
could notgofor it. 

Well, immediately after came the proposition of die 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wellkb,] which was a 
specimen of extending the jurisdiction ofthe consti- 
tution of the United States over foreign lands, (for 
it proposed directly to extend it to a foreign land.) 
Then stepped in directly the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. DouoLASt,] who, finding exception taken 
to this second plan, gave them a scheme by which 
ws should be enabled to revive a deed treaty ty 
strangtifif thru lire ones — to revive the treaty of 1803 
by strikmg down the treaties of 1819, '31, and '%. 
But the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Tubatti] 
had made a great discovery: he was not will- 
ing to take up exactly the doctrines of the 
three preceding plans, and he had given them 
a proposition which was considered a very in- 
genious mode of ihyvag the constitution, by 
admitting Texas as a State under the implied ac- 
knowledgment that it could not be admitted as a 
territorr. Perhaps the gentleman was unconscious 
that this violated a resolution which had been 
adopted by this House at the last session, that they 
had no right to do, indirectly, what the constitution 
said they might not do directly. The next plan was 
that ofthe gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Buna,] 
vhjoh WW # din«t piupeaiiiga to aetonpUsk Uim 



object, and which threw down the glove of strict con- 
struction to ila knight* and squires. Of all the plans 
submitted hsre, this met his most cordial approba- 
tion. It was frank and manly; if this deed of usur- 
pation was to be done, let it be done with a bold face, 
without equivocation, and with a bared breast to th« 
issue. He refisrred to the fact which he alleged, 
that the gentleman had made an attempt in the city 
of Baltimore to get passed resolutions of censure 
upon him (Mi. K.) for having written a letlar 
against the anuMtalion of Texas, and be ex- 
pressed his acknowledgments therefor, as thereby 
had been demonstrated what before he had only 
conjectured to be tnie — that the bi^ majority of 
his people were opposed to annexation. He felt it 
due to the gentleman, however, to say that these 
resolutions were not passed by him, but by some 
minions ofpower in Baltimore, who thought that, 
by this small device of passing censure upon him, 
•they might find fiivor widi John Tyler. Well, the 
gentleman from Viiginia [Mr. Dromgoole] next 
came in with what he understood to be a proposi- 
tion which had received great countenance in ikis 
House— to introduce Texas after the manner of 
Vermont. He would not occupy the time with any 
history of the proposition, but surely there waa 
some difference between Texas and Vermont. Ver- 
mont, a member of the old confederation — Ver- 
mont, claimed by two States, her territory embraced 
within the territory of New Hampshire and New 
York — Vermont on the battlefield of our country 
for that freedom which made our Union at all- 
Vermont perpetutkHy soliciting Congress througout 
the war of the revolution to recognise her as one 
of the sister States, and not to consider her the 
mere patrimony of New Hampshire and New 
York,---ahe was brought in; and the gentleman bad 
furnished his model of a proposition, that thsy 
should bring in Texas; but no man in the House 
would consent that Iowa or Florida slMirid bo 
brought in, without a moment's iaspectien of her 
constitution, leaving it altogether contingent, de- 
pending upon what she should do hereafter, of 
what form or principle that constitution should 
be. 

Mr. S. srocseded to refer to the eonstitutioaal 
question. The constitution of the United Stales 
was silent altogether (he said) upon the question 
of Uie acquisition of territory. Ir, therefore, there 
was a power to acquire territory at all, conveyed in 
that instrument, all most admit it to be a power of 
implication alone. Now, Mr. Jefferson denied 
that power. Jefferson was a strict constructionist, 
and be was not willing to infer so vsst and respon- 
sible a power as that m taking in a large amount of 
territory, under an implication of power derived 
from the grants of the constitution. In proof of 
this, he referred to Mr. Jefferson's messages 
and correspondence; and on examining them, he said 
no one could doubt that Mr. Jefferson's mind waa 
made up unequivocally, that there was no power of 
this kind. What did he do? Under a great State 
necessity, of which every man recognisnl the ex- 
istence and pressure, he acquired Louisiana, with 
the full assurance that he woukl have the acquies- 
cence of the American people; and by 4iat, and that 
alone, would he be senctioned in his measure. 

There were but three modes by which territory 
could be acquired; by conquest, by discovery, or by 
cession or transfer. Now he wished to call the at- 
tention of the committee to the fact, that in each of 
these modes of acouiring territory in every govera- 
ment, and especially in oura, if there existed that 
power in the constitution, it was of necessity execu- 
tive, and not legislative. The power of conquest 
had never been tried in this country. We had some 
discussion of title by discovery on the Oregon ques- 
tion, and that was, he understood, one of the points 
made by the friends of thai measure. But the power 
of conquest or discovery could only be made through . 
the power to carry on war, (for conquest was the r^ 
suit of war, and discovery was but a species of con- 
quest.) Our power to derive territory by cession or 
transfer was as distinctly to be inferred from the 
power to make treaties; which, by this government, 
was ooTifierred upon the speeifie organ meiitianed in 
the oenstitution. Now, he htul heard it contended 
upon this floor, especially in a report of a distin- 
guished gentleman from Sooth Carolina, [understood 
to be Mr. HoLMsa,] that there was no faculty in diis 
government to eMablish or hold colonisa. That, he 
believed, was the opinion which obtained a pretty 
lane adofttian among the membeia of this House, 
aluou^ it had naver baen his opinion. If that 
wen true, that we had no power to bold ooloniM, 
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why, nndoubtedlyj it followed that we had no pow- 
er to acquire temtory; because the acquisition of 
foreign territory necesaarily supposed that there was 
some power on the part of the government to organ- 
ise and govern that territory when it was obtained. 
If no such power did exist, there could be no such 
thing as the preservation of an acquisition at ali. 
Gentlemen found that this executive power was en- 
tiiely superseded by the clause of the constitution 
which enabled the government to admit new States. 
That was but the power (Mr. K. maintained) of ot^ 
ganization and inspection, it presupposed that the 
power which had control of acquisition, had first 
•equired the territory, 

Mr. E. next nouced the bill introduced by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Drohgoole,] to 
which he proceeded to state his objections at length; 
one of the most important of which was, that the 
immediate admission into the tTnion of T«zas as a 
State would bring into Congress senators and repre- 
sentatives who wiH not have the constitutional quaU- 
flcation of nine and seven years' residence in the 
United Sutes. 

Mr. K. tlien referred to the argument of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, that, by the third article 
of the treaty of 1803, the inhabitants of Texas were 
entitled to claim the benefit^ of the guaranty con- 
tained in it, and come into the Union as a State, not- 
withstanding the treaty of 1819, which ceded them 
to Spain. In this part of his aigument, Mr. K. 
seud that the treaty of 1819 was approved of by the 
people of the United Slates, and that General Jack- 
son himself gave it his unqualified approbation. He 
begged the reporters to notice this assertion — that 
General Jackson approved of the treaty of 1619 in 
the broadest and moat extensive terms; and asserted 
that, if the friends of General Jackson denied it, 
there were letters of his extant to prove the truth 
of what he asserted. 

Mr. K. concluded by observing that it was his 
purpose to have gone more extensively into this 
subject than he now found that the time allotted him 
would permit. He should have noticed, if time 
permitted, the incalculable, mischief that would re- 
sult to the Slate ha represented, and to the whole 
Union — the North as w^ as the Sonth^if this 
measure should be accomplished; but he must leave 
that task to other hands. 

Mr. ISAAC E. MORSE trusted that it would not 
be thought extraordinary that he, represtnting the 
district he did, should feel some soUfitude to obtain 
the floor, and express his views and those of the 
people he represented on the subject under consider- 
ation. He should be obnoxious to the cha^ of 
neglecting the interests of his constituents .if he 
omitted to avail himself of the first opportunity that 
presented itself of displaying, to the best of his abil- 
ity, the great and manifest advantages that would 
rssttit not only to the State he represented, but to 
the whole Union, by the adoption of this important 
measure of natibniu policy. On this subject the 
people of Louisiana, as well as the legislature of 
that State, had expressed their opinions with great 
unanimity; and he did not hesitate to say, wimout 
the fear of contradiction, that a large majority of 
both parties were in favor of accomplishing the 
measure of annexation in some one of the forms 
that had been presented to the House. He had lis- 
tened with the deepest attention to the various ob- 
jections which liad been made to this measure, and 
It appeared to him that there were but three worthy 
of notice. These were, first, the constitutional ob- 
jection that had been urged against the acquisition of 
a foreign territory; secondly, the dangers it was al- 
leged that would result from an extension of our 
territory; and thirdly, the most dangerous of all ob- 
jections, that baaed on the question of slavery. But 
was such a question as this, fraught with such im- 
portant interests to the whole country, to be met by 
such unsound and untenable objections. Another 
objection was, that this question was in- 
tended to have some ' effect on the prospects 
of certain political parties, and the standing 
of certain eminent statesmen. Now, he de- 
sired to strip it of all extraneous matter, and 
discuss it on its merits without reference to the par- 
ty and sectional topics that had improperly been 
dragged into the diacuaaion. He desired to say to 
those gentlemen who were disposed to treat this sub- 
ject as a sectional and party iqatter, that if it was 
suffered to degenerate into a question of president- 
making, it would destroy the prospects of any party 
who sanctioned it; and that the people would, as 
the J had done twice before, discara the old political 
aspiranu and take up wroe new on d ids t e firesb 



from their ranks, whom they would elevate to that 
high office. Mr. M. then proceeded, in reply 
to Mr. Kemnbdv, to prove that this question was 
decided by the people of the United States at the 
last presidcniial election; and that although there 
might be some dispute as to the other issues that 
were made during that canvass, there was none in 
regard to the annexation of Texas. Although there 
might have been, in the different portions of the 
Union, banners borne by the democratic party 
with inscriptions of an opposite character in relation 
to the tarin, yet he ventured to say that no man ever 
saw a banner with the inscription of Polk and no 
annexation of Texas, or of Clay and Texas. 

There were some few points to which he would 
now address himself; and the first was, did Texas 
desire to come into the Union? for it would not be 
proper, perhaps, that the poor imfortunate country 
should be dragged into the Union noleia voUns. 
liiat she did desire to be annexed to this country, 
was evidenced by the strenuous efforts made by her 
accredited minister throughout the negotiations on 
this subject. Well, then, did the people of the 
United States desire it? for it was a contract which 
required the assent of the people of both countries. 
That they did, he was satisfied; and he quoted the 
setting aside of Mr. Van Buren, and the passage of 
resolutions, as evidence of the fact. He then re- 
ferred to precedents for the annexing of foreign tei^ 
ritory to this country. 

One instance in point was the annexation of a 
small portion of Louisiana, which in 1803 was not 
ceded to the United States except very vaguely, and 
over which the flag of Spain floated from 1803 to 
1811; and then its Spanish occupants declared them- 
selves fipee and independent, and took possession of 
the garrison of Baton Rouge. Afterwards they 
came to Congress, and petitioned to be admitted into 
this Union. The debates which arose on that prop- 
osition were here largely quoted by the honorable 
gentleman, who stated the result to be that that por- 
tion of country was added to Louisiana with the 
consent of her legislature. 

He then proceeded to examine the coustitutional 

g revisions which enabled Congress to admit new 
taies into^ the Union, and then inquired whether 
the annexation of Texas would give umbrage to 
Mexico, or any other foreign nation; Ibr it was the 
duty of a good citizen not to give countenance to 
anythii^ which would unnecessarily involve us in a 
war. Texas, he contended, was independent of 
Mexico; she bad full power to treat with foreign 
nations; and her independence had been recognised 
by this government and several European countries, 
thoiigh not by Mexico He argued that the con- 
tinuing to hola out on the part of Mexico, and the 
refusal by her to recognise the independence of 
Texas, was no valid objection to the accomplish- 
ment of annexation . 

There was another question in connection with 
this subject, which he felt called upon briefly to dis- 
cuss. He alluded to the question of slavery; and 
he there took occasion to say that he denied one 
principle which some gentlemen had assumed — that 
slavery was an evil. He affirmed that it was not en 
evil. It was, on the contrary, one of the greatest 
blessings of God Almighty, for the prelection and 
proper keeping of a large portion of his creatures 
who had not the capacity to take care of themselves. 
From this point he adverted to the right of petition 
which had been set up here, and denied the light of 
any set of people to send petitions to this House 
which were an insult to some seventy or eighty of 
its members, and an impertinent intermeddling with 
the domestic concerns of otiiere. 

He remarked that he had drawn a resolution 
(which, in accordance with the assurance of gentle- 
men who were better versed in parliamentary mat- 
ters, he had not offered as yet) to make each mem- 
ber personally responsible who should avail himself 
of this subterfuge to insult and scorn the repre- 
sentatives on this floor. Mr. M. further remarked 
upon the manifest injustice and inxults to the South 
of this continued presentation of abolition petitions 
here, and Kkened it to the presentation by mem- 
bers from the South of petitions from the operatives 
of the northern miuiufactories, who were confined 
some sixteen or eighteen hours a day, for a release 
from these oppressions, and a participation in the 
profits of their masters— the lords of the loom; but 
such a course the repratentativesof the Sonth would 
scorn to pursue. He wovdd not represent the peo- 
ple of Louisiana if he did- not say that he would not 
admit that slavery was ao evil; he maintained it to 
I be a great blessing. He aaid thu on his own re- 



sponsibility; and, without fear of contradiction, be 
declared, having travelled all through Europe, that 
the operatives of Louisiana were far better fU, 
better clothed, did less work, and had more intelli- 
gence, than the operatives who spent their whole 
Uves in these factories. 

Mr. M. having concluded, 

Mr. TIBBATTS obtained the floor, and yielded 
for this purpose to 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, on whose motion the 
committee rose and reported progress. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the foltow- 
ing communications: 

From the State Department, an account of such 
changes and modifications as have taken place in 
the commercial system of foreign nations. 

From the War Department, the annual list of the 
contracts made by that department. 

Both of which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

From the War Department, the report of the 
ordnance burean giving infbrmation as to the quaa- 
titles of ammtmition used in the respective services 
under tbe control of the War Department; what 
quantities are on hand, and what quantities are 
deemed expedient or necessary to be kept on himd 
in profKrUon to our otlier military resources: refer- 
rid to the Committee on Military Affairs, and oi^ 
dsred to be printed. 

From the War Department, the annual report of 
nM>Deys expended and arms maoufactured at the oa- 
tituial armories, with a report of the inspection of 
said armories, and estimates for additional buiUioga, 
dbc., thereat; laid on the table, and ' ordered to be 
printed' 

SENATE BILLS. 

'The following bills from the Senate were taken 
up, read a firet and second lime, and referred. 

An act to consolidate aad amend the acts in rela- 
tion to the pensions of widows of naval officers, 
seamen, and marines: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the atau of the Union. 

An act for the relief of Mark Simpeon. 

An act declaring the assent of Congrea* to the 
State of Indiana to impose a tax on all lands here- 
after sold by the United States in that Slate, bom 
and after the time of such sale: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

An act to confirm the survey and location of claims 
for lands in the State of Miaaissippi, east of Pearl 
river, and south of 31st degree of north latitude: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

An act providing for the appointment and regula- 
ting the pay of engineen and assistant engineera in 
the revenue service: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

An act relinquishing the revenionary interest of 
the IJnited Stales in certain Indian reservations in 
the State of Alabama: refierted to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

An act granting a pension to Geoige Whitton: n- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

An act for the relief Mary Reeside, executrix of 
the last will and testament of James Reeside. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to ref^r it to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to refer it to the 
Committee on the Judidary. 

AAer some conversation between Measra. CAVE 
JOHNSON, J. R. INGERSOLL, and HOPKINS, 
Mr. J. R. Ingersoll having withdrawn his motion, 
the bill was referred to the Committee on tbe Poet 
Office and Post Roads. 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT IN THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. TIBBATTS, pursuant to notice given, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a biH fuitber to 
amend the act entitled an act to regulate arrests on 
mesne process in the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

SUB-HARINE BATTERY. 

Mr. MURPHY, on leave, reported, fhan the Cosb- 
mittee on Commerce, a bill for the relief of Samud 
Colt; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

ILLINOIS RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. WENTWORTH introduced resolutions of 
tbe Illinois legislature, in relation to a national arr 
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nory at Fort Masaac: Rferred to the Committee on 
Military Alairs. ' 

Also resolutions in relation to inibstitutine good 
lands for school sections of no value: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. / 

The House adjourned to Monday at 13 o'clock. 

The following; notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporter by the members 
presenting them: 

Bj Mr. ROBERTS: The petiUon of WiUiam McMsKon, 
lenior, and lixty-four othen, praying for a mail route from 
Henpbli, Tennesiee, to ChiuahoiDa, Miniuippi; nferred 
to the Committee of tlie Whole on the itate of tiie Uiuon. 

By Mr. HUNOERFORD: The petiUon of citizeiu of Jef- 
ferson coantv, New York, asldne for the removal of a grarel 
bar in Backett'a Harbor: referred to the Committee on Com* 
meice. Alao another from citizens of the iame county, for 
the conatruction of a bulk-head forthe preterration of Navy 
Foiat, at Sackett'a Harbor: referred to tlie Committee on 
Naval A&ira. 

By Mr. WHE^TON: The petition of one hundred and 
•eventy cititena of Camillua, Onondaga county, New York, 
aiking tor a reduotion of the r«te> of pottage at the present 
•eaiion of Congreat: referred to the Committee on tne Post 
Ollee and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Daniel Weed, and 
fOTty-Sve others, citixens of Ipswich, Masaacbusetts, play- 
ing Congress that no slave Biate may be admitted into tka 
Dnioa. 

By Mr. E. D. POTTER: The petition of n!nety^>ne citi. 
sens of Hardin and Marion counties, Ohio, asking for the 
establishment of a mail route from Kenton to >&rion. in 
Ohio: referred to the Committee on the Pott Office and nst 
Riads. 

^ Mr. MOBELEY: The petition of citizens of BufOle, 
New Tork, for an appropriation for a sea wall to protect 
BuAklo harbor. 

By,Mr. FRENCH: The petition of Eliaphan Rocker, pray- 
inj; for an increase of his pension; which, with the aoconn- 
nying papers, was referred to the Committee on Innlid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. OWEN: the memorial of J. C, Ivory, and I,)7I 
others; the memorial of A. B. Carpenter, and M others; tie 
memorial of O. B.Walker, and 76 others; the memorial of 
Jos. Sneider, and 41 others; the memorial of W. A. Laciy, 
and 104 others; the memorial of John F. Kelso, and 319 others; 
the memorial of T. O. Mason, and 40 othen; all preyiora 

C[t of lands to the State of Indiana, to aid in completing 
Wabash and Erie canSl: referred to the Committee on 
Public tAnds. 

By .Mr. HUDSON: The Petition of Amasa Walker and 
others, of North Brookfleld, Massachusetts, for a redaction 
of Postage. The petition of Henry Tackerman and others, 
of Ashbamham, Massachusetts, agaklst the annexation of 
Texas. . 

By Mr. FISH : The petition of John P Whitman, leapect- 
inc a military machine, invented by liim. 

By-Mr. CATLIN. The memorial of John Grahana and 
IS otbm, mechanics of Oreenville, Connecticut, praying 
lor a redaction of postage : referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roods. 

By .Mr. A. STEWART: The petition and documents of. 
Josepli Taylor: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
aions. The petiUon and documents of Thomas Thompson: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensiotts. . 

By Mr. A. F. STONE: The petition of John Stephenson's 
heirs, praying for relief: referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olntienaiy Cuima. 

By Mr. T. H. SEYMOUR: The petition of John Rnasell, of 
Hartlbrd, Connecticut, praying that the act granting bounty 
lands to officers and soldiers of the revolution, may be ex- 
tended to those who died in nervice of fatigue, accidental 
wonnda, or disease: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. Also, the petition of sundry persons, cit- 
izens of Farmington, Connecticut, praying that every prop- 
osition for -the annexation of Texas to the United States 
majr be rejected: referred to the Committee on Foreign 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Mary Jackson, widow 
of Thomas Hunter Jackson, late a yeoman in tlie United 
States navy, who died while in such service, praying a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Naval AA'airs. 

B» Mr. MACLAY: The memorial of Lieutenant A. Oar- 
lanOtOftbe United States marine corps, for compensation 
for performing the duties of purser of the United States 
ship Brandywine: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fair*. 

By Mr. HENRY DODGE: Two petitions, signed by 1(10 
citizens of Jefferson county. Territory of Wisconsin, aiking 
Congress to establish a mail-route from the town ofAzta- 
lon, via Waterloo and (Jolurabus, to Fort Winnebago, in said 
Territor}' ; a petition signed by 108 citizens of Racine 
county, Territoi-y of Wisconsin, asking the estaWishment 
of a mail-roote from the town of Racine to Betoit, in Rock 
county, passing through Burlington, Logansville, Delaware, 
and Darieu, in said Territory; a petition sigm-d by 100 citi- 
zens of Racine county. Territory of Wisconsin, atking of 
Congress the establishment of a mail-route from the town 
of Racine to Pratrieville, in I^Iiiwaukie county, passing 
tlirough Caledonia and Muscego; also from the town of 
Bacine.to Wheatland and c;pneva,Wulworth comily .through 
lake's Grove and Kellogg's Comer; a petition signed by 106 
citizens of the town ana county of Racine, asking Congress 
tiiat the mail-route may be so chaiiged that the mail may be 
carried on the United states rood from the said town of Ha- 
cioe to Janesville, on Rock river, in said TeiTitory : referred 
to the Committee on the Pest Office and Post Roads. A pe- 
tition signed by 118 citizens of Oswego county. State of 
New York, asking Congress for on appropriation for the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, in the Territo- 
ry of Wisconsin; a petition signed by 100 citizens of the 
Rate of Michigan, asking Cxmgtess for an appropriation for 
the fsuae object; a petition signed by S8 citizens of Oreen 
JB*yiTcnitor;r«fWiic«Baio, asking Cengreu for *a appro- J 



griatlon for the same object: which were referred to the 
ommittee on Public I/snds. 

WAsmNOTON CiTT, January 11, 1845. 

Gentlimen: I perceive that yonr reporters mis- 
apprehended that part of my remarks made on yes- 
terday, on the subject of the annexation of Texas to 
this Union, in which I am made to allude to the 
honorable gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Sample) as 
having chuacterized this question of annexation as 
a local, sectional, and slavery question. This is 
wrong. So far as my remarks were directed to this 
brant^ of the aubject, they were intended for the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Yours, respectfully, 

E. DEAN. 

Messrs. Blair & Rives. 



IN SENATE. 
MoMDAT, January 13, 184S. 

The PRESIDENT pro ton. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Department of State, 
transmitting, in compliance with tJie act of Congress 
of August, 1642, an account of such changes and 
modifications in the commercial systems ofother na- 
tions by treaties, duties on imports and exports, 
as have come within the knowledge of that depart- 
ment since the date of its last annuid report; which, 
on motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Also a communication from the Treasury De- 
pattment, transmitting the information required by 
the resolution of the 10th December, 1844, lespect- 
ing the claim to lands in the State of Louisiana, 
ealled the Houma claim; which, on motion of Mr. 
JOHNSON, was ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also a communication from the War Department, 
transmitting, in compliance with the act of Congress 
of 1809, Uie contracts made by that deportment 
during the year 1844. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from nume- 
rous citizens of Brandon, Vermont, and another 
from the young men of West Alexandria, Washing, 
ton county, Pennsylvania, praying for reform in the 
naturalization laws; which were referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. TOSTER of Tennessee presented a memorial 
from James Arnold of Hawkins county, Tennessee, 
asking to be placed on the pension roll: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

AWNSXATION or TJ XA5. 
Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee said, by pcmission 
of the Senate, he desired to offer to the consideration 
of that body a resolution on the subject of annexa- 
tion. And before doing so, he desired flirther to n- 
mark that, in taking the step he was about to adopt, 
he had not previously taken counsel of, or conversed 
with , any gentleman on the floor of the Senate. He had 
studiously avoided all such interviews, he said, not 
out of any disrespect to the views or wishes ()f the hon- 
orable gentlemen with whom it was his pride to act 
on most occasions, nor with any sinister intent of 
embarrassing the great question to which he was 
about to direct their attennon. But he had a duty, 
he said, to perform — a double duty — a duly to him- 
self, and a duty to that portion of the people of the 
Union whose commission he wore; and having de- 
liberately made up his mind, he purposely avoided 
discussions, as he knew they must result in no 
change of convictions on his pert. As to himself, 
individually, he said he did not wish or intend to 
repress any longer, an open and candid acknowl- 
edgement of the anxieties he had always felt on 
this important subject. These anxieties had their 
birth with the first intimation of the late un- 
wise and premature agitation of the subject by 
the American government. Time and evcnu, in- 
stead of soothing, had increased and aggravated the 
cares he was then confessing; and he doubted not 
but that many who heard him would take to their 
own bosoms similar sympathies. The subject of 
annexation (Mr. F. observed) presented to the de- 
cision of Congress a great matter. Its gravity and 
importance could not be mistaken by any reBecting 
mind. In his faithful opinion, it involved the harmo- 
ny of the nation, if not its foreign peace; and unless 
it shouU be fortunately adjusted— if adjusted at all — 
it would, in all probability, in soofie consequences 
not very remote, lead to a dissqlu^oo of the Union. 
In this painful Hgbt he had always contemplated the 
measure; and he saw nothing in the tone or the tem- 
per of the puUic mind to mitigate <>r remove his ap> 



prehensions. He could not, therefore, in the situa- 
tion whi<:h he occupied, any longer observe that si- 
lence which most comported wim his feelings and 
his disposition, and which the Senate would bear 
him witness was not unnecessarily broken in that as- 
sembly. 

On the subject of annexation, he had opinions 
(Mr. P. continued) which were not unknown to his 
constituents and the public. They had been freely, 
openly, and repeatedly expressed, here and else- 
where; and, witA some variations, not intended now 
to be adverted to, Uiey remained unchanged. He bp 
voreda union of the two republics onjustapd prop- 
er principles alone, as he hoped ana bdieve^ but 
at the same time he did not wish or intend to conceal 
the sympathies that minsled with, and no doubt 
fortified and encouraged, bis opinions. Texas, hs 
said, if he had been rightly informed, was indebted 
o hia own noble, gallant, and generous State for a 
arge fraction of her popnlation: he thought, indeed, 
he would not exaggerate if he should state that frac- 
tion at one-tenth of her people, including the de- 
scendants of her early settlers. He professed to 
have a heart, he said, and he hoped it would be al- 
ways filled with enough of human benevolence la 
enable him to think kindly of those who had onee 
been his friends and neighoors. These sentiments, 
however, had notgovemed or controlled his decision; 
they did not do so now, if he, happily, understood 
his own convictions; nor should liiey induce him, 
now or hereafter, to consent to any act in the details 
or the final consummntion of this great busi- 
ness, that his best judgment did not honestly 
approve. Whilst, therefore, be was in fa- 
vor of annexation, be should not liesitata 
to avow that he did not then see how he could give 
hia support and consent to the measure, imless the 
principles and conditions incorporated in tb9 
proposition he was about to submit were fxn- 
damental articles in the act of associsilion. 
Sir, (said Mr. F. ) I wish to be distinctly understood. 
These stipulations must be in that instrumenU— 
fixed in their character, imperative hereafter upon 
Congress and (he whole country, and forever mvio- 
lateend inflsxiUe. 

So mu;h for tbe substance of things, (Mr. F. 
continued;) for he did not intend then, he said, to 
discuss the reasons that influenced his judgmentand 
decision. If this should become necessary, another 
day and another occasion would better suit the 
task. 

In regard to the form of the act, or, as the law- 
yers would call it, the "quo modo" of annexation, 
(Mr. F.said,) be was by no means determined. In 
fact, (he saiii,) he entertained great doubt, and he 
wished it to be explicitly understood that he did not 
intend to commit himself to the particular form he 
was then about to submit to the Senate. In other 
words, the paper he held in his bands contained the 
termSj but should not bind him to the/omu of an- 
nexation; and he hoped that the discordant opinions 
of other honorable gentlemen — wiser than ne pre- 
tended to be, and more practised in such great af- 
fairs — would excuse his present indecision. There 
was, however, on this branch of his subject, one 
thing he desired to state, and from which he hoped 
never to devia'.e. He was, he repeated, a friena to 
annexation; but he was resolved never to give the 
policy his support, either by resolution, by law, or 
by treaty, unless the form in whidi it was present- 
ed to him found its sanction in the broad face of the 
constitution, and among the precedents which the 
fathers of the republic had left behind them. In 
some one of these forms, (he said,) if they could 
happily agree, he had no doubt tiiey could find a 
path to travel in, and there he was prepared to walk 
if he could be accompanied by the principles be 
should now submit. 

Mr. F. then submitted the following: 

Joint tesolututions declaring tbe terms on which Congms 

will admit Texas into the Union as a State: 
1. Br it retolved by tht Sfiuitt and Haute of fUprtMeniatimt 
in CangretM axsembl'd, That Congress doth cooiient that the 
territory properly included within, and rightfully belong- 
ing to, the republic of Texas, may be erected into a new 
State, to he called the State of Texas, with a republican form 
of government, to be adopted by the jieopie of said repub- 
lic, by deputies in convention assembled, with the consent 
of the exifiting government, in onler that the same may te 
admitted as one of the States of this Union. 

3. Jtnd he it further rtsoitid. That the foregoing coasasit 
of Congress is given upon the following condiaons, and 
with tbe following guaranties, to wit: 

I. Said State to he formed subject to the aditutmeat by 
this government efall queations of boundary that may arfaa 
with other governments; and Oie c«n*titniion thereof, with 
tbe proper evidence of its adoption by the people of said re- 
public ef Texas, shall be traamittsd l« the rreaident of tbf 
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VniMd StttM to be Ud befora Congreii for iti final action, 
•n or before the fiitt ii»j of Jmumrj, one tfaouumd eight 
bawtred end roitjr-iiz. 

a. Said State, when admitted into the Union, ailar cedinK 
to the United States ail mine*, minerals, >alt lakei, ana 
apringn, and alio all public edificea, (ortificationi, harracica, 
pmia and liarbora, navy and navy-yarda, doclu, aagaainei, 
arnia, annamenti, and all other property and meani pertain- 
ins to the public defence, belonging to said republic of Tex- 
u, ahall retain all the public funds, dehta , taxei , and duet of 
•TeiT kind, which may belong to, or be due or owing taid 
npuolic; and (hall abo retain all the Tacaut and unappro- 
piMtad ianda, lying within ita limita, to be applied to the 
payment of the debu and liabilities of (aid republic of Texas : 
•ndtbe residue of said lands, after diacha^ing taid debts 
•nd liaMlitiet, to be disposed of as said SUte may direct; but 
in no erent are said debts and liabilitiet to become a charge 
upon the government of the United States. 

S. New States, of coDTenient size, and harlng snilcient 
population, mar hereafter, by the eonscnt of laid State, be 
ibrmed out of the territory thereof, which shall be entitled 
to admission under the proTlaioos of the IMeral constitu- 
tion. And such States at mar be formed out of that portion 
of said territory lying south of thlrty.slx degrees thirty 
minutes north latitude, commonly known as the Missouri 
eompromiae line, shall be admitted into the Union, with or 
Trithout ilareiy, as the people of such State asking admia- 
aion may desii*. 

The Joint reaolutiona wer« read the aecond tinw, 
and rererred to the Committee on Foreign Re]»- 
tiona. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
Jamea Delano, asking indemnitv for loaees by 
French spoliations pnor to 1800: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WOOOBRIOiaE presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Eldwards county, Michigan, pray- 
ing for a reduction of the rates of postage, and 
abridgement of the franking privilege: ordered to 
It* on the table, a bill baring beea reported. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a petition from 146 citi- 
zens of Union county, Arkansas, praying for a mail 
route from Hdridge, in that county, to Farmersville, 
in Union parish, in the State of Louisiana; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. RATES presented a petition from inhabit- 
ants of Newton, Massachusetts, on the subject of 
annexation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a memorial firom Daniel Weed, and 44 
othen, of Ipswich, Massachusetts, praying for the 
abolition of slarery and the slave trade in the Di»' 
triet of Columbia; which, upon the question of re- 
ception being raised, was laid upon the table. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, it was 

Oritrei, That the petition of Eliia il. Cloud, widow of 
• daeeaaed naral aurgeon, praying far the contiauation of 
her pension, be taken trim the met, and referttid to the 
Committee on Naval Afalrs. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from the 
people of the State of New York, praying that 
Texas may not be annexed to the United States: 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial from 
Cadwallader Wallace, praying for compensation for 
certain lands of which he was deprived under a 
treaty of the United Slates: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

Oriertd, That the papers connected with the claim of J. 
ThroclunortoD, for remuneration for losses by a failure of 
the United States to comply with its contract, be taken from 
the fllet, and referred to tlie Committee on Claimi. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 
Comfort Drew, asking (or a pension for services in 
the revolutionaiy war. referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw fh>m the files the petition of Peter 
Frost. 

Mr. AIXEN presented a letter addressed to ths 
Committee on Claims, by William D. ClaytoD, 
concerning his claim against the United Slates; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also presented a memorial, signed by a member 
of the bar of the county of Huroo, Ohio, praying 
that that State may be divided into two judicial 
districts: referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Also presented the proceedings and resolutions of 
a meeting of the citizens of Zanesville, Ohio, in fa- 
vor of the annexation of Texas to the United States, 
by tm act of the present Congress, and for ths ex- 
tension of the laws of the United States, by the es- 
tablishment of a territorial government over the 
territory of Ore^n: read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BATES, fVom the Committee on Penaions, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of Catharine 
Leavitt, for arrears of pension; Mary Carleton, ths 
widow of Mom* Carleton, a revolutionary soldier, 



, for a pension; and Jacob Fowler, for a pension; and 
on the memorial of the citizens of Western Pennsyl- 
vania, (once the theatre of the Indian wars,^ asking 
for an extension of the benefits of the pension laws 
to the soldiers in those wars, prior to 1794; which 
reports were ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pcnaione was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the House bill for the relief of Hugh Wallace 
Wormley; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Afairs. 

On motion by Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was dischai^ed from the further consider^ 
ation of Joseph Veazie. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which was referred the resolu- 
tion of the legislature of Maryland on the subject, 
reported a bill to provide for free bridges across the 
eastern branch of the Potomac, in the city of Wash- 
ington; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, and to be printed. 

Mr. MILLER gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to report a bill for the relief of the 
orphan asylum and female school in Aleztmdria, 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on ths Ju- 
diciary, reported back, with an amendment, the bill 
for the better organization of the district court of 
the United Slates within the State of Louisiana, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, the joint resolution authorizing the 
Postmaster General to make permanent contracts 
for transporting the United States mail over rail- 
roads. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, with an amendment, the 
bill from the House allowing a drawback on foreign ' 
merchandise exported in original packages to Chla- 
huahua and Santa F£, in Mexico. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the committee on, Ore- 
gon, reported the following resolution; which was 
agreed to, viz: 

Renlvtd, That an act of the British Parliament, pasted in 
the forty.third year of the reign of George the Tnird, en- 
titled "an act for extending the jurisdiction of the courts of 
justice in tlie provinces of Lower and Upper Canada to the 



trial and punishment of persons guilty of crimes and of- 
fences within certain parts of Nona America adjoining tl 
said provinces;'' alto, tin act of said Parliament entitled "i 



act for regulating the fur trade, and establisliing a criminal 
and civil jurisdiction witliin certain parts of North Ameri- 
ca;" and all other acta or parts of acts of taid Parliament 
which relate to the extension of British jurisdiction over 
theoonntries wettof the Rooky mountains, or acts of the 
local government of Canada relating to the same subject, 1>e 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following tesolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies over, viz: 

Raolved, That the Committee on the Jadieiaiy be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing an act 
further to regulate the costs and feet accruing in suits and 
prosecutions in the district and oircuit ooortt of the United 
States tor the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition of 150 cit- 
izans of the county of Washita, Arkansas, praying 
for the establishment of a land district in the south- 
em part of Arkansas; which was laid on the table, 
a bill having been reported for that purpose. 

Also, presented a petition of 140 citizens of the 
some county, asking for an appropriation of f!20 
for the improvement of Washita river in said State: 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canids. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented additional docu- 
ments on the claim of Henry King; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the files the pa- 
pers in the case of Peter Von SchmidL 

On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, the Committee 
on Pensions was discha^ed from the fbrlher con- 
sideration of the petitions of Susaimali Knight, the 
widow of a deceased revolutionary soldier, and 
Olive Niles, praying for an amendment of the pen- 
sion laws — the commiltse having already reported a 
general resolution granting the relief prayed for. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition 
and papers of Robert Moore, relative to a land 
daim. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, 

Rfohed, That the Committee on Pentiont inquire into 
the expediency of granting a pension to Nicholas Jacob, 
and that his petition t>e relemd to that eoffimittee. 

The following bills and joint resolutions fVom the 
HouM wert takw up, leu twice, and referred, viz: 



II 



The joint resolution concerning relative rank of 
certain officers in the navy of the United States. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Postmaaler 
General of the United States to contract with oe^ 
tain railroad companies, in certain cases, without 
advertising for proposals therefor: referred to riu 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The House bill to clMnge the boundary of ths 
Red river land district, in the State of Ariunsu, 
was read twice, and laid on the table for the present, 
on the motion of Mr. ASHLEY. 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill pro- 
viding for the establishment of a naval school; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WOODBURY submitted the foUowing reso- 
lution; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table, viz: 

Rtflvfd, That the Secretary of the Trearury be directed 
to lay before the Senate a schedule of the articles in table 
£ annexed to his annual report at this sesaioo, with the 
latet ad valorem to which the duty on them amonnted, that 
was tetnally paid by the importers. 

JUDICIAL EVIDENCES OF CLAIMS. 

The general orders brought up the Senate bill for 
the relief of Miles King and his assigns, for further 
consideration, as in committee of the whole. 

This bill was reported by the Committee on ths 
Judiciary some weeks back, and was grounded od 
a memorial and doeiunents referred to that com. 
mittee. 

It proposes that the Third Auditor of the Treasu- 
ry shall, under the direction of the Attorney Gen- 
eral, settle the account of Miles ECing, formo'fr na- 
vy agent at Norfolk; which account is specified and 
■et forth in ths award of the special commiaaioner, 
nade in the case of . the United States against aaid 
King and his sureties, commenced and prosecuted 
in the circuit court of the United States for the east- 
ern district ofVirginia, dated 3d Fabruarjr, 1843, 
on a reference of the cause to said commissioner 
by a rule of the court, with the consent of the par- 
lies; and that the Secretary of the Treamiry pay 
said King, or assigns, such sum, if any, as may M 
found due on such settlement: provided that, if 
King, or his assigns, owe any thine on other ac- 
counts to the treasury, it shall be deducted. 

Mr. HAYWOOD considered this ease baaed up- 
on the same princi|de which obtained in the case of 
the Reeside claim. The only difference was, that 
in /he present case the claim had undergone the 
process of referenoe to the accouuting officer ot the 
government; and it now came up (as the Reeside 
case would have to come up after the report of ths 
auditor next session) for the decision oi Congress. 
Hie Fourth Auditor had already investigated and re- 
ported adversely upon the account of King; bat 
upon an examination of his report, he (Mr. H.) 
was satisfied the claim to a certain extent — not, 
however, to that of the award of the commissioner 
— should be justly considered and alk>wed. The 
Senate had already decided, in the Reeside caae and 
many others, that, previous to the action of Con- 
gress on claims supported by judgments obtained in 
Uie United States circuit courts, there should b« a 
submission of the claims and documents to the ac- 
counting officers of the government for reinveatiga- 
tion, without authority for pasrment, till Congress 
should further order upon due consideration of the 
reports of the accounting officers, and the equity of 
the claims, as well as of ths decision of the auditors. 
The present case having been referred to the Fourth 
Auditor and investigated by him, was now in a prop- 
er condition for reference to the cornmittee specially 
charged with the duty of reporting upon claims 
against the government. Hi therefore moved to re- 
fer the bill to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BERRIEN, although he had submitted to the 
decision of the Senate in the Reeside case, did not 
approve of the prindple of re-referring such dtums 
to the accounting ofiicers, without at the same time 
providing for the payment of their awards. It'was 
an unnecessary delay of justice to submit a claim, 
and all the documents on which it was founded, to 
an auditor of the government for investigation and 
settlement, and then delay the payment of his 
award. Mr. B. stated at large the nature of tbe 
present claim, and the peculiar haidahipa of dday- 
mg Justice in the case. 

Messrs. ARCHER, BAYARD, and BERRISN 
advocated the adoption of the bill, and opposed tits 
motion of commitudaa unnecessary, and (by Mr. 
ARCHER) as wanting in respect to the Cominittee 
on the Judiciary, as well as to the ' funotionariea of 
ths goT<nunent ifbo bad aJfwd^ inrestigKisd tfas 
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[ CoiUimted from Jfo. S-] 
case. They dwelt at grfat length upon the correct- 
ness of the direction given to the claim in the bill, 
and upon the safety to the government of submit- 
ting the investigation and udiustment of the account 
to the Third Auditor, in whom Congress had the 
most implicit confidence, and whose scrutiny would 
be mn«h more severe (and consequently his decision 
more correct) than it could be possible for any com- 
raiitce iu the time allotted to its labors to arrive at. 
The Fourth Auditor had investigated and reported 
adversely upon the claim prior to its submission to 
the United States circuit court. It was now pro- 
posed to submit the case to the Third Auditor, with 
all the lights of evidence elicited upon the trial. 

Mr. HAYWOOD said the Fourth Auditor was 
the auditor of the Navy Department; and it recjuired 
no act of Congress to re-refer the matter to him, as 
the referet.ce fell within the sphere of his duties. 

Mr. ARCHER hud overlooked the fact that it 
was the Fourth Auditor who belonged to the Navy 
Department. He would have no objection to let- 
ting the reference be to the Fourth, instead of the 
Third Auditor. 

.Mr. HAYWOOD called for the yeas and nays on 
his motion to commit the bill to the Committee on 
Claims, and they were ordered. 

The yeas and nays were then taken; and the mo- 
tion wat decided in the negative — yeas 17, nays^, 
as follows: , 

YE.\S— Memrs. .Allen, .tshley, Atcbiioo, AtbertOD, Ben- 
ton. Br^ese, Colquitt, Dickinson, Fairfield, Haywood, Mei> 
nek, Niles, Seniple, Sevier, Stai^eon, Tappon, and Wood- 
bury — 17. 

.NAV8— Messrs. Archer, Barby, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton. jUayton, Lvans, Francis, Han- 
nvguD, Huntington, Johnson, iManEum, Miller, Mareliead, 
rbelps. Hives. Simmons, Ujiham, and Woodbridge— 22. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to atrike ont the vori 
"settle," in the 4th line of tb< bill, and insert: "ex- 
amine and report to Congress at the next session 
what appears to be jcwtly due on," leaving out the 
the latter part of tlie bill which authorizes tlie pay- 
ment of the amount found due by the auditor. - 

Mr. B£RRI£N .protested agatnst tha delay^ of 
justice which this would occattion; and f tirtlier uised 
the propriety of adopting the bili in its ongmal 
form. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Woodsdrt's 
amendment, and it was decided in the negative. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The next bill on the general orders was the bili 
fur increasing the pay of certain revenue officers 
while employed in the naval service; but 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was postponed 
till to-morrow, with a view of allowing tne Senate 
to proceed to the consideration of executive bustnets 
of some importance. 

This motion bein'g concurred in. 

The Senate went into executive session; and after 
some time spent therein. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday, January 13, 1845. 

Tiic jtmrnal having been read, 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY rose to make an ex- 
I'lanatioii, which he said might, in some measure, 
Lc consi'lered a question of privilege. In looking 
over the Globe of Saturday evening, he found that, 
in the report of the proceedings of that day, he was 
)'u: in liic position of Having in6icted un actof sin- 
"vilar injustice on a gentleman of this House, [Mr. 
Bei.skr,] which it was fur from his intention to do. 

The rtraarks were as follows: 

"(it: referred to the Uct wliich lie nllcsed, that the gentlc- 
lunu bad made an attempt in the city of Baltimore to get 
prt^sod resolutions of censure upon him (Mr. K.) for having 
« ritiec a letter against the annexation of Texas, and he ex- 
pte35ed his aeknowl'-dgments therefor, as theroliy had been 
(<eiogn«trated wiiat •■efora he had only conjectured to be 
true— that the large .lajority of his people were opposed to 
annexation. He fel-. it due to the gentleman, however, to 
say that these resolutions were not passed by him, but by 
some minions of power in Baltimore, who thought that, by 
this small device of passing censure upon him, they might 
find favor with John Tyler." 

What he had to complain of iu this report (and 
lis meant to cast no censure on the reporters, know- 
ing their geneml (tc^itraey and the di4icultie« tmder 



which they labored) was, that he was made to make 
a charge against the'gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Belser] of having gone to Baltimore for the pur- 
pose of getting up the resolutions of censure against 
him; when his remarks, so far from having that ten- 
dency, expressly exonerated the gentleman from 
having any part in the matter, and did full juntice to 
the candor and manliness of his course. In order to 
set the matter right, he had wcitten out what he did 
say on that occasion, and begged leave to read it 
for the information of the House. Mr. K. then read 
as follows: 

"I took pleainire in making this commendation, although 
that gentleman had unconsciously contributed towards aa 
eflbrt to procure a censure upon me from my own constitn. 
ents for a letter I had written on the subject of Texas. A 
meeting of the friends of annexation was called in Baltimore 
last spring, and the annotincenipnt that that gentleman was 
to bo tiiore constituted the chief attraction of the evening. 
A. large concourse of citizens was the consequence. At 
this meeting resolutions of censure against me were pro- 
posed, which signally failed to receive the support of those 
prjisent I do not find fault with this attempt, but rather re- 
JoiCT in it; because it gave me demonstration of a fact 
which, before that, I had no other means to ascertain than 
by conjecture— that the lar"e majority of the city of Balti- 
more did not disapprove of my views upon the subject of 
annexation. I do not mean to say that that gentleman had 
any agency in the suggestion or presentation of these reso- 
lutions. I know that he had not. They came from another 
direction, 'llicy were indebted for their origin to certain 
minions of power in Baltimore who, I must believe, hoped 
to win fevor with John Tyler bv so paltry a device as this— 
of a public cenaare of my constituents upon me." 

Mr. WEL.LER asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

RtKked, That the doorkeeper of the Hoose of Repmrnt- 
ativea be authorized to retain John Thomas McVulH* as 
page to the end ot the present sesalon, the (hot that he is 
over sixteen years of ago to the contrary notwithstandiDg. 

Mr. W. observed that there wa* a rule of the 
House which dvlanil' that the doorkeeper should 
employ no pages ah^Ve the age of sixteen years; and 
one of the bast pages of the Bttttse had arrived at 
the age of shrk'iui yean two or thrae weeks uo. 
' It was to enable the doorkeeper to continue mis 
page in employment that his reaoiution was offered. 

The CHAIR said that the resolution could only 
be received by general consent. 

Mr. REDING objected. 

Mr. WELLER moved a suspension of the rules; 
whi'-h motion being carried, the resolution was re- 
ceived and adopted. 

Mr, PEYTON asked leave to offer the following 
resolutiont 

Rtsohed, That the Committee on Public expenditures bo 
instructed to inquire into and report the amount of exnendi. 
tures growing out of the printing and other expenses Incur- 
red by the action of this House on the subject of the Rhode 
Island Dorr controvert}'. 

Objections being made by several, 

Mr. PEYTON moved a suspension of the rules; 
and called for the yeas and nays on that question. 
The vott being taken, the question was decided in 
the negative — yeas 78, nays 80 — as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, .^rringtoo, .Atkinson, 
Baker, Barringer, Bower, Brengle, Milton Brow-u, Jere- 
miah Brown, Bulhngton, Carroll, Chappell, I'hilton, Clinch, 
Coles, Collamer, Cranston, Cuilom, tiarrett Davis, Ueber- 
ly. Delict, Dickey, Urinnell, Gridcr, Kdward S. Hamlin, 
Hammett, Haralson, Harper, Holmes, Hudson, Hunger- 
foni, James B. Hunt, Joseph R Ingemoll. Irvin. Jenks, 
Terloy B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Oeorge W. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King. Mcllvaine, Edward J. 
Morris, Freem-in H. Morse, Uun)hv, Nes, Newton, I^tcr- 
«on, Peyton, Phirnix, PoUooli, KlisVa R, Potter, Preston, 
Charles M. Reed, Reding, Robeils, HoCkivell, Sample, 
Schvuck, Senter, Severance, Simpson, Slidell. Albert Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Speace. Stepliens, An.lrew 
Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Tllden, Tyler, Vance. Van. 
meter. Jolui While, Winthrop, Woodward, and William 
Wright-73. 

.NAlfS— .Messrs. Bayly, Benton, Bidhck. James Bhick, 
James A. Black, Bowlin. Boyd, Brinkerhofl'. Bro'lhcad, 
William J. Brown, Burke. Caldwell, Campbell, IJatliu, 
Augustus A. Chapman. Clinton, Dana, John W. Uavis, 
Dean, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole. Onncan, Dunlap, 
Ellis, Klmer, Farlee, French, Fuller. Byratn Oreen, Han- 
nibal Hamlin, Hays, Henlev, Herrick, Houston, Hubard, 
Hughes, Charloa J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Andrew Kennedy, 
Preston King, Kjrkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, 
Lyon, .MoCauslen, Maclay, Mc( lelland, McConaell. Mc- 
Dowell, McKay, Joseph Morris, Norris, Parmenter, Pettit, 
Emeiy D. Potter, Purdy, Ralhbun, David 8. Reid. Ritter, 
Russell, St. John, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, John T. 
Smith, Steenrod, John Stawart, Alfred P. Stone, Syket, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, \vhes»- 
on, Beniamin White, Williams, Joseph A. Wright, and 
Tott-M. 

Mr. HAMMETT, on leave, introduced a bill 



from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, authorizing 
the sale of two Arabian horses, received as a present 
from the Imaum of Muscat. The bill was read three 
times and passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, on leave, introduced a bill 
to correct a clerical error in a bili passed at the last 
session of Congress, entitled "An act supplementary . 
to an act entitled an act to regulate assets on mesne 
process in the District of Columbia," and to amend 
the title thereof It was read threp timres, and 



TEKMINATION OF THE TEXAS DEBATE. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted a resolution in the 
usual form to terminate the debate in Committee of 
the Whole on the State of the Union on the resolu- 
tions for the reannexation of Texas to this Union on 
Thursday next, at 3 o'clock; and on this resolution 
he moved the previous question. 

Mr. SAMPLE moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. • 

Mr. SCHENCK called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, and resulted as follows — yeas 
127, nays 54: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Bairincer, 
Benton, Blackwell, Bowlin, Brengle, Brinkerhoft*, Miltou 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bufllngton, Caldwell, Cari»enter, 
Jeremiah K,. Gary, Carroll, Catlin, Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, 
Cobb, Coles, Cullamer, Cranston, Dana, Daniel, Derragb, 
tiarrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Debcrry, DcUet, Dickey, 
Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dunlap. Farlee, Fish, Foot, Oid- 
dings, Ooggin, Byram Green, Orinneli, Orider, Hale, Han- 
nibal Hamlin, Kdward S. Hanlin, Hammett. Hardin, Har- 
per, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Kubaid, Hudson, 
Hungerford, J. B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingenoll, Irvin, Jenks, 
Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Prestos King, Daniel P. Kim;, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lu- 
cas, Lyon, .Vlc(«uslen, Maclay, McClelland, .McOowilI, Mc. 
Ilvaine, Marsh, iijlward Joy Morris, Freeman H. .Morse, 
Moselay, Murphy, N«s, Faterton, Peyton, Pbo;uix, 
Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, .Emcrv D. F»t'.or, fresion, 
Haithbun. Charlea .M. Reed, Bediag. Rhett, Bobens, Rob- 
inson, Rockwell. Rodney, Rogers. Sample Schenck, Sei.* 
ter, Si"-«r:»nco, Tkvwas H. Scymonr, David L. Swynour, 
Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Robert Smith, Spence, t<lc'.. 
son, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, SUlos. Mvd P- Stone, 
Strong, Summers, Tibbatta, Tilden, Tylor, Vance, Van. 
meter, Vinton, John White, Beltiamto White, Williams, 
Winthrop, Woodward and William Wright— i«7. 

N.4YS— Messrs. Arrlngton, Atkinson, Bayly, Bidlack,' 
Jamas Black, James A Black, Bower, Bovd, Brodhsftd, 
Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Campbell. An- 
gustus A. Chapman, Clinton, Culiom, John W. Davit. 
Donglast, Duncan, Elmer, Fickliu, Foster, French, Fnl- 
ler, Haralson, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, C. J. In- 
gersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Oeorge W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Labranche, Lnmnkln, McCorinell, .McKay, Jo- 
seph Morris, Paimcnter, Fayne, David S. Reid, Ilittor, 
Rnssell, St. John, Simonsr Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, 
Steenrod, Stephens, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Wel- 
ler, Joseph A. Wright and Vost— 64. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

ANNEXATION AGAIN. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a joint resolution 
on the subject that was now before them; that it 
lake the usual course of twice reading, and be re- 
ferred to the Committee of llie Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF objected. 

Mr. BROWN moved to suspend the rules for lliis 
purpose. 

The joint resolution of Mr. Brown was read, aa 
follows: 

JOINT RESOLUTIO.N'S declaring the terms on which- 
Congress will admit Texas into the Union as a State. 

Rtaolifd by the Stnate and Bouse of R^pretentttires of the 
United StaUs nj Amerifa in Congees attemhted. That Con- 
gress doUi consent tliat the territory properly included 
within and rightfully belouging to the republic of Texas, 
may be erected into a new State, to be called the fitatt of 
Terru, with a republican form of government, to be adopted 
by the people of said republic, by deputies in convention 
usembled, with the consent of thetkitting government, iu 
order that the sane may be admitted as one of the States of 
this Union. 

• -2. Jhid be Uf orthtT remhiei. That the foregoing consent 
of Congress is given upon tb« following cODdiQoni, and 
with the following guaranties, to wit; 

1. Said State to be fbnned, subject to the adjustment by 
this government of all questions of boundary that may arise 
with other govcmmentiv and the constitution thereof, with 
proper evidence of Its adoption by the people of said repab- 
lic of Texas, shall be traaimittad to the President of tlie 
United Sutct, to be laid before Congress for its final action, 
on or before the lint day of January, one thousand eight 
handrwl andforty-iix. 

3. Said State, whefisdmitled into the Union, after cediMT 
to tha Uaitad Slates all miaw, minerals, salt lakes and 
(flings, sod also, aO public tdificei, {bttificatious, barrsdu, 
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porta and barbon, nSTy and navy-;ardi, docks, magaiinei, 
armi, armamrati, ind all other property and meani per- 
taining to the pnhlie delenee belonging to nid republic of 

Texas, shall retain all the public funds, debts, taxes and 
dues of every kind which may- belong to, or be due and owing 
said Tvpublic; and shall also retain all the vacant and unap- 
propriated lands Iring within its limits, to he applied to the 
paysaent of the debts and liabilities to the said republic of 
Texas; and the residence of said lands, after discharging said 
debts and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State may di- 
rect; but in no exent are said aebta and liabilities to become 
n charge upon the government of the United States. 

.1. New Sta&s of convenient sixe, and having sufficient 
■population, mav hereafter, by the consent of said State, be 
farmed out of tne territory thereof, which shall be entitled 
to admission under the provisions of the federal constitution- 
Ami such States as may be formed out of .that portion of 
said territory Ijvng south of 36 degrees 30 minutes north 
latitude, eammonly known as the Missouri compromise line, 
shuU bi! admitted into this Union with or without ulavery, as 
the people of each State asking permission may desire. 

The question beine taken, was decided in the 
affirmatiTe without a division. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. BROWN accordingly offered the resolution, 
and be moved its reference to the Committee of the 
Whole on the stale of the Union. 

Mr. HAXiE moved an amendment, lo add thereto 
the proposition submitted by himself a few ' days 
since, that it also be printed and referred. 
' The SPEAKER decided that this being a motion 
to refer, the amendment was not in order. 

The question was taken; and the resolution having 
been read a first and second time, was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the slate of tiie 
Union. 

Mr. ST. JOHN, on leave given, presented resolu- 
tions of the legislature of Ohio relative to certain 
Iota in the town 'of Perrysburg, Wood county, 
Ohio; which were laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. WEXLER moved that the House resolve it- 
self into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. PATGBSON inquired what was the regular 
order of btuiiooas. 

The SPEAKER replied, the call of the States for 
rc{iolut!ons. 

Mr. PATERSON hoped the r^ular ordem would 
be proceeded with. 

The question was taken; and, being decided in the 
affirmative — 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. HoraiNS in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions, with the several amendments thereto, 
for the reanne xatin n of Texas. 

Mr. TIBBATTS was entitled to the floor. After 
a preliminai^ remark, proceeding to refer to the re- 
marks of Mr. J. P. Kenneot, and in particular to 
Mr. K.'s reference to Swift's "Tale of a Tub," Mr. 
T. remarked that the gentleman, and other gentler 
men who had argued that side of the question, ap- 
peared to have made the same disposition of the 
constitution as was made of the will by the heirs in 
that case, when they resolved that they would lock 
up their father's will in a strong box, and would 
consult it hereafter only when they thought fit. It 
seemed to him that that gentleman, and other gen- 
tlemen, had at no time troubled themselves with the 
constitution at all. The only reference to the con- 
stitution which the gentleman had thought worthy 
to make, was to that clause which related to the 
qualifications for senators and representatives. He 
read, from the report in the Globe of Mr. Kenne- 
dy's remarks, the extract in which he objected to 
the immediate admisaion of Texas as a State, as 
proposed by Drohcoole's projtt, since it woiUd 
bring into ConCTess senators and reprrsentatives 
who would not nave the constitutional qualification 
of nine and seven years' residence in the United 
Slates. Now, admitting this position of the gentle- 
man to be correct, what Oie asked) had that to do with 
the queeUon now under consideration — with the 
power or the right of Congress to annex Texas to 
this Union as a State or Territory? It could oper- 
ate nothing but inconvenience to the people of 
Texas, if they were placed in that position — an 
inconvenience for which they could no doubt find a 
thousand remedies in this country. But the con- 
stitution ought not to receive nny such rule of con- 
struction. If Congress had the power to annex Texas, 
then we ought not to consider that there was any 
other clause in the constitution to make that pow«r 
nugatory. 

itwasnotwithinthe spirit of the powers of the con- 
•titution that any State ihould b« adiniUAd into th« 



Uniou, and at the same time tliat it should not be ' 
represented in the Congress of the United States; 
and when they looked at the motives which influ- 
enced the convention in inserting this clause, they 
found that it was susceptible of no such application 
whatever. In proof of this position, and as laying 
down the rule forthe proper construction of the con- 
stitution, Mr. T. read several extracts from Judge 
Story's writings. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wim- 
TURop,] when the proposition was introduced, had 
affirmed that the annexation sf Texas would be a 
violation of the faith of this country, as a violation 
of the law of nations; a violation of the constitution, 
as derogatory to the honor of the nation; and ob- 
jectionable principally on the ground of slavery. 
These were bold propositions, and seemed to be 
very confidently taken by the gentleman; and this 
committee and the country nad a right to expect that 
that gentleman, so well known for his skill and his 
diligence, would have been armed with facts and 
ai^uments to appal the friends of this measure, and 
drive them from their position- Passing, for the 
present, the question of national law, Nlr.T. pro- 
posed to look iato the constitutional question. \^he 
3d section of the 4th article of the constitution pro- 
vided that "new States may be admitted by the 
Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be 
formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any 
other State, nor any State be formed by the junction 
of two or more States or parts of States, without the 
consent of the legislatures of the States concerned, 
as well as of the Congress." 

He contended, if it were possible that there could 
be considered any ambiguity in tlie first broad grant 
of power to the Congress, "new States may be ad- 
mitted," &c., that the succeeding limitation of the 
clause showed conclusively that th|re were to be 
two kinds of admission — one from territory belong- 
ing to some State or States of the Union, and the 
other from foreign territory. He further read seve- 
ral extracts from Judge Story, all going to show, as 
he said, that this clause gave Congress the power to 
admit new Staus into the Union, Bmiledonlyby the 
direction of Congress itself. 

It would be observed (said Mr. T.) that he argued 
this question on the right of Congress to admit new 
States into this Union. There were two classes of 
propositions before the committee— one class propo- 
sing to annex Texas as a State, and the other as a 
Territory. As to the details of these propositions, 
he did not discuss them; men of sense did 
not quarrel about the details when they had once 
agreed upon the great principles of a measure. 
Nor did he mean to say anything about the power 
of Coiigress to admit Texas as a territory, his ob- 
ject being only to show their power to admit her as 
a State. The constitution, then, on any rule of con- 
struction that could be applied to it, it could not be 
doubted, auihorized Congress to admit Texas as a 
State. But the friends of this question did not fear 
to travel out of the constitution to the history of 
this clause of that instrument, or to travel into the 
cotemporaneous construction of it. He here quoted 
an extract from Judge Story, to show with what 
limitations and caution the cotemporaneous con- 
struction of the constitution should be received. 

Mr. T. thefn referred to the 11th article of the old 
confederation, to show the understanding of our 
forefathers in relation to the admission of new States 
in the Union; for, by that article, it was declared that 
Canada should of right, if she chose to do so, come into 
our Union on an equal footing with the otner States; 
and by a subsequent proposition, it was declared 
thatother new States might be admitted into the 
Union, provided nine States voted for it. Mr. T. 
also refei^d to the propositions made by Mr. Charles 
Pinckney, Mr. Eoraund Randolph and others, in 
support of the position he assumed; and cited the ' 
report of the committee to which these propositions 
were referred. He then quoted the authority of the 
Federalist, number 14, written by Mr. Madison, to 
show the cotemponeous construction given to the 
constitution in relation to this subject. -In refutation 
of the position assumed by some gentlemen, that the 
article of the constitution providing for the admis- 
sion of new States into the Union was restricted in 
its meaning to the admission of States arising out of 
the bosom our of acknowleged territory, Mr. T. 
cited the decision of the Supreme Court on the sub- 
ject, to be found in the 2d vol. of Peters's Reports, and 
also referred to the acts admitting Louisiana and 
Arkansas into the Union. But he would refer the 
committee to another authority, which he supposed, 
on the other aid* of ih« House, would b« enciUed to J 



some icspeet. He alluded to a speech of a distin- 
guished gentleman from Virginia in the other branch 
•f Congress, [Mr. Aecueh,] in which he admitted, 
in the broadest sense, the power of this government 
to acquire forei^ tenitory, and annex it to the Union 
as a State. Havwg said this much on the constitution- 
al question, he wished to devotes few moments to 
another position taken by the gentleman from Mas- 
sadiusetts, viz: that it was contrary to our treaty 
stipulations with Mexico, and derogatory to the 
honor of this nation, to annex Texas to the Union. 
However desirable it might be, in his opinion, to 
make this important and valuable acquision, he, for 
one, would unhesitatingly abandon it if it was cal- 
culated to add the slightest blot or stain upon our 
■ national honor. But, to see if the position of the 
gentleman was correct, he would beg leave to de- 
tain the committee while he made a brief historical 
examination of the history of Texas. Mr. T. then 

fave an outline of the history of Texas, from its first 
iscovery and settlement by France in 1685; the 
grant of the country by the French King to Crozer 
in 1712; its transfer to Spain, and retroceasion to 
France, by which it was sold to the United States 
under the treaty of 1803. Then referring to the 
trsaty of 1819, by which the country was ceded by 
the United Slates to Spain, he mentioned the feet 
that, on the news of that cession having been re- 
ceived by the people of Texas, they met in solemn 
convention, and, protesting against being trans- 
ferred like slaves to a foreign despot, declared them- 
selves a free and independent people. As a free 
and independent nation, she entered into the Mexi- 
can confederacy, and was received as such; having 
formed and adopted k constitution dcclarinst hera«f 
a sovereign Slate, and independent not onlv of the 
rest of the world, but of the other united Mexican 
States. Moreover, having been received as a part 
of the Mexican union with this constitution. Meii. 
CO, by this act, admitted her sovereignty and inde- 
pendence. Mr. T. here read extracts from tlie con- 
stitution of Coahuila and Texas. Fiom this por- 
tion of the history of Texas it would appear that 
she never had submitted to the jurisdiction of any 
power whatever, and that she had always main- 
tained her freedom and independence. But to pro- 
ceed further in the history of this matter: in 1821, 
the treaty of Cordova was made, by which Spain 
acknowledged the- mdependenee of Mexico; and, 
though that treaty had been afterwards disclaimed 
by Spain, and declared to be null and void, it was 
upon that simple acknowledgment that Messrs. 
Adams and Clay, and afterwards Gien. Jackson, 
proposed to treat with Mexico for the cession of 
Texas to the United States. Mexico had no other 
title to Texas than that when these propositions 
were made to her; yet when now it was proposed 
to treat with Texas herself, who had always main- 
tained her independence, we are told (said Mr. T.) 
that we are about tarnishing the honor of the coun- 
try, and violating its treaty obligations to Mexico. 
In 1834, Santa Anna overthrew the constitution of 
Mexico, and Texas having protested against it, de- 
clared her independence again; and notwithstanding 
all the efforts of Mexico to subdue her, she had suc- 
cessfully resisted that power, and maintetined her in- 
dependence as a nation to this day. So much, then, 
for the honor of this country and the ri^ht of Mexi- 
co to interfere in this matter. Mexico, m fact, never 
had any Tight, according to the laws of nations, to 
one foot of land in Texas; and therefore the United 
States were under no obligations to consult her. 
But (said Mr. T.) while we are on the subject of 
the honor and good faith of the nation, I beg leave 
to call the attention of the committee to another im- 
portant fact. Texas had a eight to be admitted 
into this Union, which the United States could not 
deny her without violating every principle of 
honor, ofjustice, and of good faith. The third arti- 
cle of the treaty with France for the purchase 
of Louisiana provides that the inhabitants of Texas 
shall be admitted into the' Union, as soon as possi- 
ble, on an equal footing with the other Statea, and 
secures to them the enjoyment of all their rights and 
privileges. Mr. T. here read the article referred to. 
Now, he asked if that treaty was not violated when 
Texas was ceded to Spain by the treaty of 1819, 
without consulting France or the people of the ter- 
ritory; and if the United States were not bound by 
the principles of justice and good faith to perform 
the stipulations in that treaty now that they had it 
in their power to do so. Mr. Clay denied the right 
of the United States, under the treaty-making pow- 
er, to cede tliat country to Spain; and, for the infor- 
mation of Uie committee, he would r*ad aota* ex* 
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tracts from some remarks of Mr. Clay on that sub- 
ject. Here Mr. T.- read some extracts from Mr, 
Clay's remarks condemnatory of the treaty of 1819. 
He alluded to the Irish union with England in 

1800, and the previous annexation of Wales to Eng- 
land, to show that the law of nations was not adverse 
to this annexation; and proceeded to the expediency 
of antiexation. His time, however, would not al- 
low him to discuss how and what various interests 
would be promoted by it. He however would re- 
tiiark that it would open a market for the produc- 
tions of the w^tem country, particularly its grain, 
and for the manufactures of the North and the East. 
It was, however, a national question, and should not 
be decided on sectional views. But if sectional 
views were taken, he conceived it would be found 
to be particularly a western and eastern question. 
The attempt to annex Texas to the United States 
first proceeded from one of the representatives of 
SdassackusetU, (understood to be Mr. Adams,) 
aided by a man from the western country, (Mr. 
Clav;} and it was to be presumed the two mtereau 
of the East and West influenced the minds of those 
two men at that day. Mr. Clay, it was known,' was 
opposed to the transfer of that country, and he never 
lost sight of the regaining of it; and what man of 
wliat party at that time raised his voice agamst ili 
Nothing was then said of its beiag a southern ques- 
tion. He did not, so far as he knew nim- 
seir, and his opinions, and his feelings, 
give the slavery . c|uestion which heul 'been 
raised here the weight of one feather. He 
iived on the line of demarcation between the free 
and the slave interests of this Union, and he was 
able to look upon this matter with calmness; and he 
would there say that he did not give that weight to 
the question of slavery that he should be induced, 
on that account, to vole for this annexation. So 
long as he had a seat on this floor, he would not 
submit to the invasion of their constitutional rights 
or domestic institutions by any foreign . power; but 
if Texas was annexed to-day as a free Slate, be 
would give his vote as freely for it as he would if it 
were to be annexed as a slave State. One gentle- 
man had said that this was a new ques'ion; but he 
denied that it was so. This question had continued 
long to be a question of great interest throughout 
this Union; and the flat of the people had gone forth 
in a voice that could not be mistaken. Gentlemen 
might deny that the question had been settled by the 
people; but if there was one question that was in- 
volved in the late canvass throughout Uie wide ex- 
panse of the Union — through every State, and coun- 
ty, and town, and hamlet— it was this question of 
tlie annexation of Texas. There was no question so 
much mooted; and Mr. Clay was opposed on the 
ground of his hostility to it, and Mr. Polk was 
supported because he was fjiendly to it, On the 
subject of the tariff and of distribution, there was 
not that unanimity that there was on this questions 
on the question of annexation there was no differ- 
ence — there was no dispute. It might now com- 
port with the views of some gentlemen from the 
North to throw local difficulties in the way of this 
measure; but he begged the committee to look upon 
it ought to 'be viewed — as a national question, and 
not one involving local feelings or local interests. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF next obtained the floor, 
uid he commenced with the observation that his 
health was so feeble that he was by no means cer- 
tain that he should be able to occupy all the time 
which the rules allotted to him; yet from the deep 
interest which he felt, and which he knew his con- 
stituents felt in relation to this question, he could 
not permit it to pass without attempting to give 
(ome expression to his feelings and convictions in 
relation to it. Before coming on liere to resume 
liiB aeat at the present session, he had hoped that 
Lhis question would not be forced upon their con- 
nderation, knowing as he did, and as every man on 
Jiis floor knew, that this question, whatever it may 
je to the government, was new to the American 
people. Knowing as he did that in the midst of the 
leal and turmoil and noise emd dust and busUe of 
x>!itical campaign just past, there waa no opportu- 
lity afforded for the sober consideration of the que»- 
ion in all its details, and wishing that its determi- 
lation by the Congress of the United States might 
have the benefit of "the sober second thought" of 
:he people, he had indulged the hope that it might 
be permitted to ^ over to the next Congress and 
the next executive. He fully concurred with gen- 
ileoien who had preceded him in the theexpfessiona 
which they had uttered showin|; the importance of 
thia msMure. Is hia opinion it wm the most ini- 



portant question that had engaged the deliljeralions 
of this body for the lost quarter of a century. It 
was a question which was to affect, and 
materially, too, for weal or wo, millions of human 
beings yet unborn, and in no small degree, republics 
and empires yet in embryo. He repeated, then, he 
had hojied this question would have been permitted 
to have gone over to the next Congress. It was 
well known that there was not a member holding a 
seat on this floor — with the exception of a very few, 
who had been elected to fill vacancies — who had 
been elected with a view to the determination of this 
question; and il was well known that the executive 
of this Union, by whom this question was brought 
forward, did not possess the confidence of the nation. 
Why, then, this hasty pressure on this subject? 
Did they fear the public sentiment.' If gentlemen 
would go no further than to say that Texas, in some 
form, ought to be annexed to this Union, he would 
not be disposed to quarrel with the decision; but when 
' they asserted that the people had determined the 
question of annexation, and its terms and conditions, 
be denied it. Such a statement was not true. 
The question was discussed in Ohio as well as 
other places, and he knew something about that dis- 
eussion. He knew.that the democratic candidate 
for the office of eovemor of Ohio uniformly 
took ground, hot on the platform of the treaty, but 
of the bill introduced at the other end of the Capi- 
tol by a Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Bbnton.] 

Mr. THOMPSON. That was the reason he got 
beaten. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF. And they all knew 
that both the senators from the State ot Ohio were 
against the treaty; and yet they did not meet with a 
word of censure from any part of that Slate. They 
knew also that the gentleman now occupying the 
exalted station of governor of the great State 
of New York, who voted against the ratifica- 
tion of that treaty, had received an endorsement 
which did him hisrier honor than any man had re- 
ceived amongst afi the results of the late campaign. 
With what face, then, could it be said that tJiis 
question had been decided by the late election, 
either gen^lly or in deta'l — not only abstract- 
edly, but in Its terms and conditions? He de- 
mia that it had been so settled. He had said that 
he indulged the hope that this question would begiven . 
the go-by, and suffered to go over to those who were 
te succeed them, and who enjoyed the' public confi- 
dence, coming fresh from the people after they had 
opportunity to examine the subject. But when he 
came here ne soon saw this expectation was to be 
disappointed. It required no extraordinary sagacity 
to see, when the standing committees of the House 
were announced, particularly the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, that his hopes were to be disap- 
pointed. He was sure it was quite superfluous for 
him to disclaim any personal hostility to that com- 
mittee; yet justice to his convictions, and to the peo- 
ple he represented, required him to state the truth; 
and he would there state that that committee was 
strangely constituted for the disposition of a "great 
nationaV^ question. Why was it that nearly all the 
members of that'committee were taken from the 
democracy of the South — from the slave States? 

After a few words on that subject, he addressed 
himself to the remarks of his colleague, [Mr. Deak,] 
who was understood on a previous day to approve, 
and say the people of Ohio approved, of the sacrifice 
of Mr. Van Buren, on the ground of hia hostility to 
annexation. If that were so, he inquired why were 
there such strenuous exertions made by the repre- 
s^tatives from Ohio to prevent his being laid aside? 
why were there such energetic — an energy amount- 
ing almost to ferocity — protests cuiainst "the deep 
damnation of his taking off?" He went on to in- 
quire if his colleague approved of the two-thirds rule 
adopted in the convention, by which one-thirds of its 
members could control or prevent action altogether? 
He asserted that the democracy of Ohio bad never 
sanctioned that - rule, and he trusted m God they 
never would. 

They supported James K. Polk earnestly and 
zealously and laboriotisly, in season and out of 
ssason, because he was opposed to a bank of the 
United States, a distribution of the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands, a high protective tariff, and 
because he agreed with the democratic party gen- 
erally on questions of a national and constitutional 
character, but not on the grotind of immediate and 
unconditional annexation: and on theae grounds 
there was no people that did more lo weure the aac- 
ceaa of their eanoidate than the people of the neat 
St«eofNewYork, 



But why waa this question thus rudely thruat on 
Iheir consideration, and with si'iih feverish heat and 
impatient haste? And why had it assumed the par- 
ticular and definite shape m which it was now pre- 
sented, without not onl^ the forming but the adopt- 
ing hand of a commiuee? Was ii done for the 
special endorsement of the only remaining 
whig principle of '40— "Tyler, too?" Was it 
done for that' Or was it done for the special 
glorification of the extraordinary, the worid- 
astonishing person who now controls the diplomacy 
of the country? Was it for that, and an approva! 
of his dissertations on slavery and the beauties of 
bondage, and the sweet harmonious music of fetlerrf 
If it was not for that, why was it there in the shape 
in which it was presented to them? Why was the 
dead body of the treaty exhumed and galvanized 
into horrible contortions? If it waa not for that^ 
why was it that a committee did not deliberate upon 
it? If it was a national question, why was it that 
a committee did not mould it into some shape in 
which they could adopt it consistently with their 
principles and feelinga? But the adminislratjon 
were anxious for it. Oh, yea; they had had 
a message detailing in high sounding phraaa 
the wrongs and insults ana injustice of which 
Mexico had been guilty; and hence they 
were prayed to annex Texas right off. Why 
was It that the executive waa so anxious 
on that subject for the national rights and dignity? 
It was a beautiful administration. Now he (Sdr. 
B.) believed they had a country away West b^ 
tween the Rocky mountains and the broad Pacific, 
called Oregon. It was a country of large extent, 
and a region of great fertility; and what was more, 
it was admitted by every American atatesman to be 
ours exclusively, in every respect; and yet that 
country was actually in British possession — British 
military possession — andwasander the jurisdiction 
of British law. Well, and what did our sensitive 
executive say to that? "We are negotiating about 
it." Negotiating about what? Why were not our - 
rights to Oregon vindicated? Why was it that pos- 
session waa not taken of it? Tnia wtia aa inquiry 
which had gone out from the people; and the an- 
swer was, "we are negotiating." 

Mr: DUNCAN. And have been for the la«t 
thirty years. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF. '^Tes; and have been for 
the last thirty years; and the negotiations may thus 
be spun out to eternity. Waa not the territory our 
own) And yet it was still being "negotiated" for; 
while for Texas, which is in the enjayment of a 
free government, and her people under the pro- 
tection of a conatitation and constitutional laws, 
this fever heat is got up. Why waa there this dif- * 
ference? Oh ! in relation to Mexico we were very 
valiant; but when we came to speak of a question 
pending between us and the British lion, the admin- 
istration "roars as gently as a sucking dove." 
[I^uehter.] He asked why this waa so? He 
asked the country — he asked the people — if it waa 
because Oregon was likely to be settled by ftumers, 
while Texas was to be settled by planters? Waa 
that the reason? Whatever it might he, he expected 
no change for the better while ihe "negotiations" 
remained under Iheir present auspices. That waa 
his opinion, and they might take it for what it waa 
worth. 

But he complained of the haste with which thia 
committee had acted. There might be some men 
(perhaps in this committee) gifted with extraordi- 
nary instinct, who were able to decide great ques- 
tions by intuition. He laid no claim to such a power 
as this; and as the organ of this House, he bad ex- 
pected fh>m the investigation of this committee that 
presentation of facts and statistics, official and reliar- 
able, of which they were so strikingly ignorant. 
Here was a proposition to assume the debt ofTexas; 
he wanted to know much that debt was. Many of 
us — all of us (speaking of my party relations) have 
disclaimed and arguM sealously, some of us elo- 
quently, said Mr. 6., against the aaaamption of 
State debts; all of us have taken that position; it baa 
become e primary article in our creed; we have 
contended that such an assumption of the debts of 
the States of this Union is UDConstitotional. Ha 
wanted to know how, then, if it were unconatitu* 
tional to aaaume the domestic debt of a Slate, aow 
in the Union — ^why it was constitational to aaatimo 
the debta of a foreign Stale? Above all, be wanted 
to know the extent of the burden they were called 
on to aaaume. The Stat* of Ohio waa already 
buidened with a heavy debt; but it jMi4< that iAt, 
and tt waa for tha yery rwMn i^ ^iM. SV,^ 
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their debt, that they objected to the amumption of a 
ytUl, greater burden. It would do for gentJemen 
whom Statea were disgraced with repudiation — 
whoae Stalea were diagmeed with the folly which 
they had exhibited of naving contracted debU they 
could not pay — to go, od tii/mUtim, to the easump- 
tion of other dsbta. It was often said that no man 
was so independent as the pauper on the town. 
[Laughter.] 

The committee did not tell them the amount of the 
debts. He did not believe Texas knew herself; she 
had labored under great financial embarrassments, 
and had been oblig«l to resort to every measure for 
the purpose of raising means. Her seat of govern- 
ment had been like the Arab's tent — here to^ay 
and there to-morrow; and what was the amount of 
her debt — what was the amount of her unappropria- 
ted lands, neither the committee told them, nor did 
he believe Texas herself knew. We did know — it 
was a matter of public notoriety — that old Spain 
had granted lands there; that old France — that Mex- 
ico bad granted lands there, and that Texas has 
been granting lands with a lavish hand, and that of 
necessity. 

He objected to the assumption of the debt. 
Gentlemen might tell them that the lands of Texas 
would pay all her debt. How did they know it? 
They told them that we limited the amount ofas- 
•umption. I tell you (said Mr. B.) we cannot do 
it. If you take her lands, her resources, the 
amount of assumption is only limited by the amount 
«fdebt. We would be bound by every considera- 
tion of morality and of honor to pay the whole of 
debt; and he therefore preferred the proposition to 
admit Texas as a State, preserving her identity, 
leaving her public debt, and her publio lands to pay 
that debt. He would vote for no proposition that 
did'not embody that principle. He was willing to 
erant the further means from her custom-houses. 
He would give h; r all her resources to pay her 
debts; but he would never lake either, until one bol- 
imced the other. 

Oentlemen had some of them proclaimed that 
this was a great national question. He denied it. 
It was no such thing. It is in yonr power (said 
.Mr. B.)to make it so if you will; and when you 
have made it so, I will vole for it; bat till than, 
«nn-. It wo* not a nuional queatioo. It was a 
sectional question. It was a southern question; 
hatched and got up as a southern question, for 
the benefit of the South; for the strengthening of 
her institutions; for the promotion of her pow- 
er; for her benefit; for the advancement of 
her influence. His people agreed with him on 
this subject; and he ventured to say, if any gen- 
tlen&aa on this floor possessed the attribute of om- 
niscience, and could look into the secret recesses 
of every northern heart, they would say that their 
constituents coincided with him in this position; 
they were willing to abide by the constituuon, and 
its compromises; but they wei« not willing "to ex- 
tend the area of freedom" by such means, grv- 
ii^ advantages to one portion of the Union, 
without cottnlerbalancing advantages to the oth- 
er. If you want Texas to be as you declare 
it, (saidf Mr. B.,) a great national question, shape 
it, and make it so; and, my word for it, you 
ahall have Texas to-morrow. Some gentlemen 
south of Mason's and Dixon's line, he was very 
well aware, did not like the candor of their south- 
ern brethren who called it a southern question, and 
therefore they bad baptized it as a great national 
question. "A rose by any other name would smell 
as sweet," somebody had said; and in his opinion a 
skunk fry tm^ other name uxmld smell at bad; it was a 
southern question; a slavery question; and however 
they might b{q>tize it, and rebaptize it, the essence 
of the animal would remain the same. 

There were many arguments advanced in favor of 
the annexation of Texas. One was, that, unless we 
annex it, it would become a dependency of Great 
Britain. His humble opinion was that that argument 
was got up for the occasion, as a bugbear, for the 
purpose of freightening the timid, and for deceiving 
, the credulous. He allowed it no weight in his 
mind whatever. 

■ The next argument was that generally called the 
military argument— that it was necessary to have 
Texas in order to make a suceessful defence of New 
Orleans if attacked, and to defend and keep open 
the mouth of the Mississippi river. Phrenologists who 
had examined his head, had said he was not defi- 
cient in veneration; but, great as was his veneration 
for those names who had spoken on this question 
and had put forth \iua aigumttat, L« must sajr he con- 



sidered it no better than that insect usually denomi- 
nated a AumMig. Gentlemen need not rive them- 
selves any trouble about the opening the Mississippi 
river; I tell you (said Mr. B.) the people of the 
upper Mississippi will always keep that open; and if 
you do not believe it, let any one, foreign or domes- 
tic, undertake to shut it. 

The third argument was, that it was desirable to 
have Texas for the benefit of free trade with its 
future inhabitants. There was weight in that argu- 
ment, in his estimation — great weight; and for that 
reason he desired Texas, if it could be brought in 
on honarable, fiur, and equal terms. 

The fourth argument was, that we would have to 
annex Texas in otder to preserve in our hands a 
monopoly of the production of cotton — the law ma- 
terial of the manufactures of the world — and thus 
hold in dependence upon us the manufacturing na- 
tions of the world, and compel them to cultivate 
with us amicable relations, or, by. stopping their 
supplies, their spindles and their looms should cease 
their operations, and their people starve. There was 
great weight in that argument; and therefore he de- 
sired Texas, if it could be acquired on fair, equal, 
honorable terms to all sections of this Union — as a 
national measure for the national advantage, and not 
as a sectional measure for sectional advantage. 

But the \a»t argument, and the one which, perhaps, 
from the peculiar constitution of his mind, was great- 
er with him than other, was the acquisition of so ex- 
tensive and valuable a territory as Texas as a home 
for our posterity, as the theatre for our enterprise 
and industry. That, in bis opinion, was the great 
advantage of the acquisition of Texas. Thus were 
membera on this floor, not a few who, like himself, 
knew the advantages of having a "West" to go to, 
where they were forced from many of the embarrass- 
ing circumstances, from family influences, from 
associated wealth, and from those thousand things 
which, in the old settled country, had the tendency 
of keeping down the efforts and enterprise of our 
young men. Therefore he desired Texas. 

Now, the only remaiqing question was, whether 
they of the North should have their share of it. 
Let southern gentlemen answer this question in the 
aflirmative, and Texas we should have now; let 
them answer in the negative, and his vote should 
never sanition it — never. Make it all a slave terri- 
tory, and they virtually excluded them*-excluded 
northern immigration' from it; their sons and their 
young men would not go and plough, and dig, and 
chop, and grub bv the side of the negroes of the 
South. They could not ask — they would not ask 
it of them. Exclude slavery from half of that terri- 
tory, and they of the North could have their share 
of the benefits of that country. Was it not right, 
just, and equitable.' If we assumed the debt of 
Texas, did not they of the North pay more 
than half of iO And il^ we were involved, on 
this account, in a war «ith Mexico or with 
Engkmd, would not they have to fight in it 
as well as their squthem brethren? He referred to 
the appeals made on the part of gentlemen from the 
South, who were friends of annexation, to gen- 
erosity, to nationality of feeling. Look at the po- 
sition (said he) that gentlemen occupy here. They 
overflow with generosity; and what do they ask? 
The while. We are narrow, selfish, confined in 
our views; snd what do we ask? One-half. 
[Laughter.] Was it not ridiculoua' Was it not 
degrading to northern representatives? His colleague 
[Mr. Dean] had had his fling, too, at the North — at 
the Yankee land. Now Mt. B. had not the honor 
of it, but he believed his colleague had the honor of 
being by birth and by education a Yankee. [Laugh- 
ter.] Of course he was at liberty to deride them as 
much as he had a mind to ! 

Mr. DEAN rose, amid much merriment of the 
House, and (Mr. BRiNEERHorr yielding the floor) 
said he did not know why the gentleman placed him 
in a false position for the purpose of making a 
fling at any remarks he had made. I am not a 
Yankee by birlh. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF said ho most cheerfully 
recalled his remark if he was in error. 

Mr. DEAN said he was not tte man to reflect 
on his native country or native Slate. His re- 
marks in regard to the eastern people had been in 
answer to the remarks of the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. C. B. Smith,] who had sought to por- 
tray diem and their character in a light he believed 
they did not deserve. So far as the gentleman con- 
fined his remarks to the gallant conduct of the heroes 
of the revolution spring! ng.'rom Massachusetts, Mr. 
p. cordially agreed with him. It was only when 



he came down to the conduct of her degraded sons 
that he objected to it. He himself had referred to 
that conduct during the last war, as Hartford con- 
ventionists, Ac, and to this, he could only al- 
lude in terms of deep indignation. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF resuming, said if he had 
misunderstood his colleague, he most cheerfully 
withdrew anything he had said. He had had no idea 
of giving him offence. 

Mr. B. contended that, if Texas was to be admit- 
ted, it should not be done without settling, in the 
first instance, how much of the territory was uj be 
kept for free States, and how much for slave States. 
The only safety for the North was to settle the 
matter beforehand by law, and then there would not 
beany future contro%ersy on the subject; but the 
settlements would be formed in the different por- 
tions of the territory in reference to tlie condition 
they are to maintain in regard to negro slavery, or 
the exclusion of it If Texas ehould now be an- 
nexe^ without any conditions, the gentlemen of the 
South would hereafter claim that the whole territory 
should be admitted as slave States, and, pointing to 
the debates in Congress, and the diplomatic corres- 
pondence of the Secretary of State, say that it was 
annexed to the Union expressly for the purposs 
of continuing there the institutioa of slavery. 

We have (said he) been taunted on this floor widi 
having been able to have but one presidential terra 
for any President elected from the North, either fed- 
eral or democratic; and it was well, said he, to re- 
mind us of this fact; for some of us might have re- 
lapsed into independence of thought and action, if 
we had not heard the sound of the whip. Some of 
us might have forgotten the sacrifice of one of the 
beet and purest men that ever lived. We have been 
told to consult the honor and interests of the coun- 
try in our action on this measure, and we will obev; 
but it will not be by voting for your intensely self- 
ish scheme of annexation. Other gentlemen might 
do as they pleased; but he, for one, "had rather be 
a dog, and bay the moon," than vote for it on such 
terms. 

Mr. CHAPPELL observed that there were some 
in this House wh* in their inmost souls had felt tbi< 
to be a national question. There were those who 
would gladly have preserved it from the taint of sec- 
tional feelings and sectional interests; and as « 
southern man, he took it upon himself to say that 
such was the paramount feeling of southern gentle- 
men on this floor; and such would continue to be 
their feelings, whatever assaults might be made on 
them from the other side. We of the South, said be, 
whenever a question assumes a sectional character, 
know and feel that we are the weaker party, and 
that we never can carry a point in this House by 
appealing to such feelings and interests. As men of 
sense, therefore, i f not as patriots, they would eschc w, 
on every occasion in which it could oe avoided, any 
reference to them. It might be well for the gentleman 
from Ohio, whenever hfe could do so, to raise a section- 
al feeling, and to make it subservient to his views; 
but if we, said he, touch such a chord, we have lost ail 
hope. Were not these considerations, on their very 
face, enough to disprove the charges made by tiw 
gentleman from Ohio, that the southern membert 
were influenced by sectional feelings and sectional 
interests in pressing this measure? But on «hai 
ground did the gentleman make the charge? Why, 
that the South had so much generosity, that on 
a question in which the whole Union was soncem- 
ed, she claimed the whole of Texas; while he bad 
so much generosity that he would be content with 
half. Was that the state of the case? Would a.nf 
man, holding such sectional views as the genileoian 
avowed, be content with an equal devision of Texas 
into slaveholdiiig and non-slaveholding States? 

For the purpose of showing the injustice of the 
charge made by the gentleman, he would beg lea« 
to cdl the attention of the committee to the origin 
of ijie division of the territory of the United Siaies 
into slaveholding and non-slaveholding States. 
What State was it that gave to the federal govern- 
ment that vast and rich territory northwest of the 
Ohio? It was the Slate of Virginia, a slaveholding: 
Suite; and upon that noble and generous doiiBtioa 
the celebrated ordinance of 1787 ivas passed, which 
forever excluded slavery from that whole territory' 
— forever excluded the sons and daughters of Vir- 
ginia from participating in the benefits of thst grast 
without giving up the patrimony received from their 
fathers, and relinquishing the habits of life in which 
they had been_brought up. Where were the seif 
ishness and Sfctional feelings of th; South wbw 
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'irgfinia made this priealen grant to tho federal 
oyernmenl? 

Mr. C. then referred to the Missouri compromise, 
y which much the largest and most TaJuable por- 
un of the Louisiana purchase was given to the non- 
lavrholding interest; and that, too, was just after 
'exas, the most valuable of the southern portion of 
le territory, had been ceded to Spain by a northern 
fcretary of State. The charae, therefore, made 
gainst the South, of being sectional or selfish in this 
latter, was like the baseless fabric of a vision. Mr. 
'.. then entreated gctitlemen to consider this as a 
real national question, in which the whole Union 
rasalike interested. 

Did gentlemen look back to events? If they did, 
ad they forgotten that the transfer of Norway to 
ie King of Sweden by the fiat of that king and the 
^peror of Russia was as a compensation for Fin- 
ma? How did France herself get Louisiana from 
ipain? Was it not by giving the dukedum of Tus- 
«ny as a settlement for the son-in-law of the Kinj 
f Spain? Why, it seemed to him that gentlemen 
ad lost the lights, or at least the beneficial inatruc- 
ions of history, when they appealed to those stand- 
rds of political morality which have always existed 
a Europe, as a rule to try this case by. Yes, the 
rings and cabinets to whom they hesitated not to ap- 
leaJ, had themselves made their people the subjects of 
ransfer — yes, both people and entire provinces. But 
Ptbey cross the AtlanUc, who dared to disregard the 
lid and time-honored institution of monarchy — if two 
tpublics in the New World came together by a 
rce and voluntary union, all the orders of despotism 
n the world ciy aloud against the atrocity of the 
leed, and denounce it as the great politicail felony 
>f the age. It seemed to him, however, that the 
leopleof this country must be the keepers of their 
>wn honor. 

What, then, was proposed in this case? 
Was a free and voluntary union of two coun- 
jries to take place — countries, according to the 
aw of nations, having the right and the 
^wer to dispose of themselves? Could gen- 
lemen say there was ought in this to tarnish the 
lational honor? They must decide this question 
tpart from any views advanced, or any complexion 
uicinpied to be stamped upon it by the powers of 
f.i Old World. They must make it an American 
luestion, and decide it on American principles. But 
rhat then was the state of the question, so far as 
VIexico was concerned? Did gentlemen mean to 
ay that Texas was the property of Mexico? Did 
jentlemen mean to say that, by the law of nations, 
md in the face of the acknowledgment of our own, 
IS well as other governments, Texas, at this 
ime, was a province or dependence of Mexiao? It 
raa not necessary to decide now whether Tex- 
s had the right to be what we had acknowl- 
dged her to be — a free and^pindependent coun- 

2r; but how stood the matter in regard to 
exico, in case we should lend Texas a helping 
«nd in her 'contest with Mexico? According to the 
ra of nations, under which we oiuselves received 
>d from the beneficent hand of a foreign kingdom, 
) our struggle for independence, no wrong would 
> done to Mexico. The honor of the United 
lites — our fair fame in the wide world and in all 
*ure tim«, it appeared by the remarks of some gen- 
■ncn, was to he tarnished if we take Texas to 
■f bosom with her own assent; and this tarnishing 
four honor was to flow out of a wrong we were 
linSict on Mexico. Now, he asked again, had 
Witltmen forgotten, or did they disregard the lights 
f liistory which were reflected by our own govem- 
^m? France embraced our quarrel when it hung 
decided and doubtful: yes, we owe our delivei^ 
te — we owe all the grandeur, and glory, and Ub- 
'"' of which we boast, to the part acted by France 
us; and did gentlemen mean to denounce that A 
ignominous tarnishing of the honor of Fnmce? 
He pursued this argument at great length, and 
(cted Yattel to establish the position assumed, 
"i in such a case, wrong would not be done to 
(xico. He also contended that it was not necea- 
ty to wait for the further expression of the will of 
) people. If Mr. Jefferson had waited, the ao- 
feition of Louisiana would have been lost. Refer 
B question to the people, and what more would 
ly decide than they had decided at the last eleo- 
B^ Were the people in their elections to decide 
(he details of such legislation? Was it not 
l>leh if they announced their will in tones suffi- 
jniTy loud and clear to be heard and tmderstood? 
"bose who waited for more diatinct commands-- 



for more detailed instruction from, the people — 
would wsit and wait until they would lose all by de- 
lay. He refisrrcd to the fact, that when Fkirida was 
acquired for this country, (by the same act of di- 
plomacy by which we lost Texas,) there was no 
delay to obtain the sense of the people before nego- 
tiating for it; Vind he further urgedf, with earnest- 
ness, that the representatives of the people, in this 
instance, were fully and distinctly instructed by the 
people on this point, and that it became them, as 
faithful servants of the people, to act immediately — 
not to postpone till the voice of the people could 
again be beard, or till the meeting of the next Con- 
gress, as the golden opportunity might then be lost 
forever. 

Mr. C. was further proceeding, when his remarks 
were terminated by the expiration of the hour. 

IVIr. HOLMES obtained the floor, and on his 
motion the cominittee rose and reported progress. 

On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. BENTON: The petition of Davii HawkiM, of 
Newport, New York, sskiiig arrearagM orpensiou: referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Peniiona. 

By Mr. OWEN: The petition of Lnoretia Foot* fora pan- 
«ion: refened to the Committee on ReTolutionary Fenaiooa. 

By Mr. HEKRICK: The petition of WilUam PeUee.jr, 
and ISAothen, cilizeni of Massachusetta, lor a light.house 
at the entrance of Kennebnnk harbor, in the State of Maine: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Br Mr. DANA: Tho petition of 70 inhabitanU of El- 
bridge, Onondaga county, New York, aaking the leduction 
of letter postage to 3 centa for fiOO miles and centafora 
greater distance: refer-ed to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and PoBt Roada. 

Bv Mr. BAYLY: The peliUon of William R. Jaynea, with 
additional teitimonv, praying ^rapenaion: refemd to the 
Committee on Invalid Tensions. 

By Mr. M08ELEY: The petition of eitizeaa of BnlTalc^ 
New York, for an appiopiiation Ibrs aeawallto protect 
BnflUo harbor. 

By Mr. McCAUSLEN: The petition* tnm cHizena of 
Pennsylvania and Ohio, praying fora mail route IVom Waab- 
ington, Pennsylvania, to Cleveland, in the State of Ohio, 
via Wellsville: referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. The petition from 380 citizens of 
Pennsylvania and Ohio, praying for a mail route from 
Wailunrlon, Yennaylvanla, to Cleveland, Ohio, via Well*, 
villa: ruerred to the Committee ob the Poat Oflee and Post 
Koads. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Stephen Sewall 
and 17 others, of Winthrop, Maine, against annexation of 
Texas as slave-holding territory. The petition of Nathan- 
iel Lyford, of East Livermore, Maine, for a pension. 

By Mr DILLINGHAM: The remonstrance of J. C. EUa- 
worth und ift otlrers, citizens of Greensboro, Vermont, 
against the anne.Katlon of Texas as slave territory to the 
Union. The remonstance ef E. W. Cross, and 33 others, 
citixena of Duxbury, Vermont, against the annexaUon of 
Texas as slave temtor}' to this L'nion. The memorial of C. 
J. Cliilds and M others, "maids and matrons" of Washing- 
ton county, Vermont, ftgainftt annexation of Texas as slave 
territory to the United States. 

By Mr. A, A. CHAP.M.IN: The petition of EU Feteiaon, 
of the county of.Moutgomory, State of Virginia, piaying for 
Iwunty land: which waa referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

By Mr. HUNOEREORD: The petition from citiiena of 
Brownviile, New York, praying a reduction of postage to 
five cents on all letters not exceeding half an ounce in 
weight: referred to the Committee qn the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. COLLAMER: The petition of Jamca Sonthgate 
and 34 othera, of Bridgowater, Vennont, against the annex- 
ation of Texas. The petition of Joseph Eaton and 411 others, 
of Plymouth, Vermont, against the annexation of Texas. 
The petition of Silas Waterman, for a pension. 

By Mr. FO STER: The petition of Henrj' Nealy for a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensioaa. 

By Mr. JEREMIAH BROWN: Three petitions of similar 
import, signed hy Samuel Ziegler, Jesse Showalter, Martin 
Boarman, and 140 othera, citizi-ns of Lancaster and Berks 
counties, in Pennsylvania, piaying Congress to establish a 
mail ronte from New Holhind,in Lancaster county, to Read- 
ing, in Berks county. 

By .Mr. STILES: The memorial of the merrhants, traders, 
and other citizens of Savannah, Georgia, praying an appro- 
priation liy Congress for the erection or purchase of^ cus- 
tom house buildings in said city: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. PHtENIX: The pelitlOB from persons navigating 
the Hudson river, for a lightbouae on Teller^s Point. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Ann Gardner, widow 
of Krancis Gardner, late a gunner in the ser\'ice of the 
navy of the United States, prating for a pension: referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of H. SalTord and 7S 
othera, citizens of Musklngham county, Ohio, remenstn- 
ting against|the annexation of Texas. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The petition of James Williams, pray- 
ing for eompenaatlon for services and expenses in arrest- 
ing a deserter from the IJnlted Slates srmy in 1814. The 
petition of Wm. Culver, praying for remtueration for ex- 
tra services in constmcting the custom-house at New Lon- 
don, Connecticut: referred to the Commlttee.of Claims. 

The following is the joint resolution rsported on 
Satordajr by Mr. Pamicktbr, chairman of die 



Committee on Naval Aihin, uid passed by the 
House of RepceMntativeK 

Ketolrtd Jy Iht Smale <md Bttue iff RefrrtmtUirel af the' 
Uniud Stitlt$ Iff Sauries <>i Ctmtirnt uuiml>l«4, ThM the 
Secretary of the Nary, with the advice and consest of tha 
President, may establish regulationfi fixhkg the relative rank, 
and defining tiie privileges belonging thereto, of surgeons, 
pursers, chaplains, nrofesson of mathematics, and the aa- 
sistants of said grades-, which regulations may be altered 
and amended, from time to time, oy the Secretary of the 
Navv, with the advice and comment of the President, as the 
good of the naval service may require. 

Fronded, That such assimilated rank ahall not. in any 
caae, be censtraed to increase the pay of any oAcer. 

IN SENATE. 
TuESDAT, January 14, 1645. 

The PRESIDENT pro ton. laid before the Senate 
a commnnication from the Treasury Department, 
transmitting tabuliur statements prepared by the 
Register of the Treasury, exhibiting the articlea of 
merchandise imported during the year ending the 
30th June, 1844, the duty of which exceeds 35 par 
centum on the average wholesale market value of 
said articles; which woa ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report from the officer in charge 
pf the ordnance bureau. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication from 
the Secretary of Treasury, reporting to the Senate, 
in compliance with resolution, a statement of the 
receipts and expenditures for the months of Novem- 
ber and December last, as nearly as they can now 
be ascertained; from which it appeass that, for the 
month of November, the receipts exceeded the ex- 
penditures by the sum of |1 13,420 34; and in the 
month of December, the expenditures exceeded the 
receipte by the sum of |548,964 12. 



November. December. 
Receipts • )1,4«8,ooa 00 $1,9«,900 00 
Expenditures, 1,>J>4,»79 ee 1,814,1M 13 



Total. 

$3,733,300 00 
S,168,74S 78 



$113,430 34 $M8,9«4 U $43i,i43 78 

Making, in the two months, the current expendi- 
ures to exceed the reeeipu by the stun of 9435,- 
543 18. 

The expenditures, during the same period, for the 
redemption and interest of treasury notei and public 
debt, were 

November. December. Total 

Redemption, $iaS,OIO 04 $»3,aeS 40 $361,3ft3 04 
Interest, 4,401 IS 4a8,se« S7 430,9»; 16 

$16.'1,3I1 83 $118,888 37 $683,300 30 

On motien by Mr. WOODBURY, ordered to Be 
on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a petition from B. P. 
Haskell and .S31 other inhabitanU of Cornwall, Ver- 
mont, remonstrating against the annexation of Tex- 
as, or any other state, as a riave State, to the United 
States: referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. BATES presented a memorial from Nathan- 
iel Qoddard and othera, owners of the ship Ariadne 
and cargo, which was captured during the last war, 
and condemned by the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States for having a British license, and sold, 
praying that the pnx^s of the confiscation may 
be remitted to them: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill ««p- 
plementary to the act to authorize the Secretaryof 
Stale to liquidate certain land claims therein mention- 
ed, passed April, 1814; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged firom the further con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Joseph Ram- 
say. He remarked that the committee found that " 
there was no claim on which any legal question 
arises; it was a case which rather appealed to the 
benevolence of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill waa refer- 
red to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MILLER introduced, on leave, a bill for the 
relief of John WooUey; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

AJso introduced, on leave, a bill to incorporate the 
Orphan Asylum and Female Free school of Alex- 
andria, in the District of Columbia; which was read 
twice, and refierred to the Committee on the District ' 
of Columbia. , . 

Mr. HANNBGAN presented a peUuon from the 
heirs of Nathaniel Ashley, of Kentucky, praymg 
for compensation for hie aerrices in the revoluuon-j^^ 
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arf WMj which waa ntaltd to the Committee on 
Bevohitionarr 'Claim*. 

Mr. TAPPAN preaented a preamble and reaolu- 
tion adopted by the general aasembly of Ohio, in- 
•tnicting the aenatora and requeating the repreaent- 
atiVea from that State to uae their exertions to pro- 
cure the paaaage of a law to confirm the tidea to 
certain lota in the town of Fenysburg, Wood 
oounty, Ohio: lefenred to the Committee on Public 
I/tnda. 

Abo, on leaTe, introduced a -joint reaolution for 
the diatribotion of the worka on the exploring ex- 
pedition; which waa twice read, and referred to the 
Joint Committee on the Judiciaij. 

Mr. NILES preaented a petiuon from John Rua- 
aell, praying for an amendment to the lawa granting 
bounty landa to the cheers and soldiera of the rev- 
olutionary annj; which waa referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public LandB' 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
AfEura, reported a bill authorizing the appointment 
of aaaislant aurgeona and aasiatant pursers to the 
navy,' which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. DICKINSON introduced, on leave, a bill 
entitled an act providing for appeals in cases of 
bankruptcy; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered; and agreed to, viz: 

Retelved, That the Socretiry of the Senate procure 
twelve hundred additional copleu of the report of J. N. Nic. 
oUet, which «u ordered to be printed on the 10th of Fehni- 
ar^, 1841; and alio that he cauie to be printed from the cap- 
per plate Delonging to the Benate, the same number of copies 
of the hydrographTcal basin of the Upper Mississippi rirer, 
accompanriDg the said report: two hundred copies of which 
aald report and map to be for the use of the Topographical 
bureau, under whose direction they were prepared! 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, imder the rulea, lies one day on the ta- 
ble, viz: 

lUtolfed, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of antbonzing and 
requiring the Judge of the district court of the United Stales 
fertile district of Arl^ansas, to hold two terms of the said 
court In each year at Van Buren, in Crawford county, in 
said mate; and also of extending the Jurisdiction et said 
court OTer the a4Jaccnt Indian lands, in all cases. 

Mr. BREBSE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill — title not heard. 

The PRESIDENT nro (rat. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication' trom the Slate Department, 
showing the number, names, and compensation of the 
clerks and messengers employed therein; which. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, yraa ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Military Affaire, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, tlie bill 
to organize a company of sappers, miners, and pon- 
toniera. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
WooDBCKT yeaterday, waa taken up and agreed to, 
▼i* 

Rfbxd, That the Secretaiv of the Treasnry be directed 
to lay before the Senate a scIiedDki of the attloles in table 
E annexed to his annual report at this session, with the 
rates ad valorem to which the duty on them amounted, that 
was actually paid by the importers. 

The resolution submited by Mr. JoHNtoN yester- 
day was taken up for consideration, as follows: 

Ke—lrti, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
■tmeted to inonire Into the expediency of passing an act 
larther to regulate the eosu and feea aeeruiog in suits and 
proseontiona in the diatriet anfl eircuit courts of the United 
Butea forthe State of Louisiana. 

Mr. JOHB^SON submitted a few remarks show- 
ing the enormous fees which are re<)uired to be paid 
in the United States courta in I«iusiana, which, in 
•ome cases, exceed the amount involved in the auit. 
He alluded to the drcumstance of the subject hav- 
ing at the last session been before the Committee 
on the Judiciary, which foiled to make any report 
thereon. He appealed to the committee to take the 
matter into their early conaideration. 

Mr. DAYTON remarked that the reason why 
the committee did not report upon the subject last 
session was, that no facts had l>een laid before them 
upon which to baae a report. And should the reao- 
lution pass without some facta being referred to the 
committee as the basis of their action, no report 
could be expected from them this session. 

Mr. JOHNSON said some information as to the 
enormity of these fees would be laid before the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HENDERSON alao made aome remarks 
•h9win| tb«t the tonmittee should repwt abUI, of a 



general character, conforming the fites in the United 
State* court* to the fees paid in the State courts. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on this suggestion, modified hia 
reaolution so as to make the inquiry general; and it 
waa adopted. 

Mr. WOODBURY, on leave, reported a bill for 
the relief of David Currier; which nas read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Peniions. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Milea King 
and hia assigneea waa read .the third time and 
paased. 

The bill to increase the pay of 'certain ofEcen of 
the revenue-cutter service while serving in the navy 
of the United Statea, came up in oraer, but was 
passed over informally. 

On motisn by Mr. MERRICK, it was 

BtMhtd, That the Postmaster General be reqaaated to 
communicate to the Senate any infiDrmation In his posses- 
sion relative to the establishment of a private express now 
running between Ne-v Voric and New Orleans for the trans- 

{tortation of mailable matter, and whether, under existing 
aWB, the Post Office Department have the power of correct* 
in^ this evil; and if no authority for the correction of said 
evil now exists, that he farther communicate to the Senate 
his views as to the proper legislative piovlsions to be made 
upon the sui)Ject. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, the vote 
concurring in the adverse report of the Committee 
on Military Affairs in tlie case of General John 
Stockton, was reconsidered, and the subject w<w re- 
committed to that commiKee. 

RENEWAL OF WIDOWS' PENSIONS. 

The Senate bill entitled "a bill renewing certain 
pulsions for the term of five yeara," being the next 
thing for consideration on (he general orders, was 
taken up as in committee of the whole. 

It provides that the pensions for five yeara here- 
tofore granted out of the naval pension fund to the 
widows of officers, seamen, and marines, who have 
been killed or who have died by reason of a wound 
received in the line of their duty, or in toiueqtunct 
of casualty by drownine; or otherwise, or injury re- 
ceived in the line of their duty, and which pensions 
have ceased from the. expiration of the period for 
wliich they were originally granted, or aubsequenl- 
ly renewed, shall be continued for another period of 
five yeara to such of the said widows as nave re- 
mained immarried; but to cease on death or mor- 
riage. 

Mr. CHOATE moved to amend the bill by in- 
aerting the words "by reason of disease contracted, 
or," which would extend the renewal of their pen- 
aiona to the widows of officera, seamen, and marinea 
who died in consequence of having periled their 
lives in the service in various waya impKOrtant to the 
country. Having explained himself so fully last 
session, when, on his motion, this amendment waa 
adopted by the Senate on tlie bill then under discus- 
sion, he deemed it unnecessary to trouble the Senate 
with a repetition of hia viewa, believing there would 
be no dissent 

Mr. BAYARD suggested the proper place in the 
bill for the amendment. By striking out the words 
in eonteftienee, and inserting iy reaten of dtanue eon- 
tr»eUi, or, the senator's objea would be accom- 
plished. 
Mr. CHOATE assented to the auggestion. 
Mr. SE'VIER inquired if this biir would not in 
effect revive an act which was repealed a few years 
back, alter long debate, and mature consideration. 

Mr. BAYARD replied that the bill renewed only 
penaiona of widowa who have heretofore enjoyed 
pensions, but provision for which was omitted in 
the bill or joint resolution lately passed in the Sen- 
ate consolidating pensions. Its operatioa would be 
retrospective altogether, and it would give no en- 
couragement to the extension of the pension system 
hereafter. These widows received pensions under 
acta prior to the acts of 1837. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired what amount of money 
the bill would appropriate. 

Mr. BAYARD spoke from recollection when he 
said he thought it could not be more than twenty or 
thirty thousand dollars a year. 

Mr. CHOATE had made inquiry on that point 
at the department, and waa there assured it would 
not exceed $30,000. 

Mr. HENDERSON, for reasona which he had 
fully explained last session, should vote not only 
against the amendment, but against the bill. The 
measure involved an invidious distinction between 
one branch of tlie public Ben'ice and another not 
less meritorious. This distinction was unjust and 
impolitic; and on these groundf he should oppoaa 
the bill. 



The question waa then taken on Mr. CROATt't 
amendment; and it waa adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD moved two verbal antendmenta, 

' viz: to improve the phraaeology by leaving out the 

wordyWnn, in the 9tn hne, and subatituting in amtt- 

quenet of, and by inserting after or, in th« lOlh hoc, 

for whith they; both of which were adopted. 

Ttie bill waa then reported back to iJie Senate and 
the amendmenta were concurred in. 

On the question of engrossment, 

Mr. HENDERSON called for the yeas and oays; 
which were ordered. 

The bill waa then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time — yeaa 31, nays 12, asfoUows: 

TEAS— Meaan. Atchison, Bagbv, Barrow, Batea. Bayard, 
Berrien, Bocbanan, Choate, IMcunaon, Evana, FairCeld' 
Foster of New York, Faster of Tennessee, Francis, Hanne- 
gaa, Hager, Huntington, Jamagin, Johnson,MerTick. Miller, 
Morehead, NUes, Fearce, PheQia, Porter, Rlvea, Nnunons, 
Sturgeon, Upham, and Woodbndge — SI. 

NAYS— Nlessra. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Bieese. 
Clayton, Haywood, Hendetion, Semple, Sevier, Tappan, 
and Woodbury— la. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. HAYWOOD, purauant to notica hereto- 
fore given, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
the following bill, which was read by iia title twice 
with a view to reference: 
Bill to provide for the annexation of Texaa to the United 

States, and to restore the aacient limits of the republic 

St it m/trtfd iy tht Srnate and Hsust of Reprttmte- 
tivet of the United Stmtet of Jlmerica in Congreta eetem' 
. 6/ci, That from and immediatety after the date o{ the 
final' adoption of the compact which shall be made by 
the supreme authorities of the Uruted btates and the ta- 
preme authorities of the republic of Texas for ceding sBd 
annexing the territories of the said \ut mentioned repab- 
lie unto the United Rtates of America, the ordinance pusfd 
on the iSth July, 1787, and entitled "An ordinance K>r til* 
government of the territory of the United Statea northwest 
of the river Ohio," shall 1>e. and it is hereby, extended ovrr. 
applied to, and re-enacted, as to the whole of the territoir 
which shall be ceded or annexed as aforesajdj and it thftll 
be the duty oi the President of the United Statea to execetr 
4he same in each of tiie districts created therein, acconiii^ 
to the constitution and laws of the United Statea. And ths 
the said ordinance, mutatia luuttmdis, shall be and remain u 
articles of compact between the United Slates and the pro- 
pie thereof and of the said territory' to be ceded and annex- 
ed as afoi-esaid, and of each district theeof, and the propls 
of the said territory and districts, unalterable unless fcj 
common consent, as the same was heretofore declared to 
bethe articles of compact between the United States ani 
the people thereof, and the said northwest territory a&) 
the peo)iie then-oi'; subjf^t, however, to the following c09- 
ditions, altemtions, llinitations, and restrictions, to be ec- 
giafked in the said compact of annexation and ceaaiOD sf- 
cordiugto Iheir sutistance, as the said compact raav ben- 
after be formed and adopted by the "supreme authoiicies et 
the United States and the republic of Texas, to wit: 

Firtt: The said compact of cesiion and annexation, when 
made as aforesaid, to provide for making all the territoriei 
ceded and annexed to the United States subject to the consd- 
tution of the United States i and to such alterations as shAll 
be lawfully made therein, and to all the acts and orrlinanres 
of the United States in Congress assembled, conformable ta 
the said eonsUtution now in force, or hereafter to be en- 
acted. 

Second, The said compact of cession and annexation, whea 
made, to provide further for the a division of said terri:ory 
into two parts or districts , by a line to be agreed for. aad 
running as near as may be from east to west along the Utfa 
degree of north latitude^d all the territory lying ontike 
south of said line shall blone territory, to be known and 
called by the name of "The Southern Temtory of the 
United States.'' and all the territory lying on ths 
north of said line shall be added to the whole of the 
lands belonging to the United States, at^olning the saii 
upper and northern part of Texas, and which ait 
south of the 4Sd decree of north latitude, and theae to be 
anotlier territory to be known and called by the naraecf 
"The Territory of Nebraska:" PravHed, That nothiac here- 
In contained shall be so construed as to Impair, aanol, or is 
any manner to interfere with the rights of Indiana, or tht 
existing obligations ef the United Slates to any Indian ttfta 
whatsoever. 

TlUrd. The said compact of cession and annexation, whea 
made as aforesaid, to provide further for the future forma- 
tion in said territories of at least two States, and if more 
than two, then of four States, and if more tlian fbnr. then of 
six States, to be hereafter admitted into the United States of 
America. But one half of the number of States so to bo 
formed, shall be situate in tlie said Territory of Nebraska, 
and the other half of the number of said States so to be fora- 
ed to be situate in the said Sonthem Territory of the United 
Statea. | 

Fourth. The said compact of cession and annexatiot, 
when made as aforesaid, to provide further that the 6th sec* 
tion'ofthc act passed bythe ITnited States In Congrets as- 
sembled, and approved eth March, 1820. in the following 
words, commonly called the ".Missouri compromise." to 
Witt "Section 8. Jini be it further enacted, Thit 
In all that territory ceded by France to the Uaited Stales, 
under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of 86 de ais ss 
and 30 minutes north latitude, not included within the Uaaitt 
of the State contemplated by this act, slavery and mvolua* 
tary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, sksli 
be. and is hereby, forever prohibited: Provided eiv«yi. 
That any person escaping Into the same, from whom labor 
or service Is lawfully claimed, in any State or Territory (rf 
the United States, such fngitive may be lawfully reclaitacd 
and conveyed to the person clahninf hit or her labor or 
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**f7i ?* •'Of"*'''.'' ••''II »» in fnll force, rmUiUit mMttndit, 
whilst there In a territorial govenusent over so much of the 
territories to be ceded and annexed to the United States ai 
aforesaid as may be situate in the Territory of Nebraska 
««ore»aid, in lieu of, and as a substitute for, the article in th« 
aXoreaaid ordinance of 1787, entitlad "article 6;" but the Mid 
miclo 61h, and the said Sth section of the act approred 
6th March, 16J0, shall neither be imposed upon, or in any 
manner be applied to, the rest of the territory to be ceded 
•nd annexed ro the United Stales, nor to any portion there- 
of' nor '<> the Territories and Stales to be formed therein. 

tt/th. The said compact of cession and annexation, when 
made as aforesaid, to provide further that the people real- 
ding or coming into that part of the Territory of Nebraska 
which shall be ceded to the United States by the compact 
of ceasion and annexation as aforesaid, shall not forfeit nor 
lose any of the property recognised as such by the laws of 
Ki*" '^ force of said compact or of this act until a reason- 
able time has been allowed to them for removing the same 
to be provided by said compact of cession or annexation. ' 
Salh. The said compact of cession and annexation, when 
made as aforesaid, to provide further, as between th« United 
btatea and the people thereof and the said republic of Texas 
and the people thereof, for a full, entire, absolute, and per- 
pctaal release and cession to the United States of all the 
nght, title, possession, jurisdiction, empire, and domain of 
the said lastmentioned republic in, to, and over the whole 
territory of Texas, with its appurtenances, be the same 
morr or less, at such price, and upon such terms of pay- 
ment, and with such stipulations in addition as may be 
right and proper in respect thereto, and to all the other 
property, and in respect to the debts of the republic of Tex- 
•a, according to what may be approved and finally sanction- 
ed by the supreme aulhoriues of both nauons. But 
io that all that part of the territory o( Texas 
which was once ceded to the United States by the French 
Republic, under the name of Loriiiana. by the treaty be- 
tween the United States and said French Republic, signed 
at Paris, and dated SOth April, 1S08, shall be retroceded and 
reannexed to the United States (brever; and ycl In such 
manner as will leave the United States at perfect liberty, 
without any breach of faith to Texas, or the people thereof, 
to settle, by negotiation or otlierwiie, at the discretion o( 
the United States, with any other nation, (not a party to 
inch compact,) any claim of jorisdiction with, in, and over 
any portion of the said territories which may happen to 
lie within the reputed boundaries of Louisiana, as ceded 
by the French republic in the treaty aforesaid, signed aoth 
April 1803; and also, at their discretion hereafter to set- 
tle, by negotiation or otherwise, the boundaries between 
the said republic of Texas and any olher nation. The 
time and manner of said negotiation and settlement to be 
determined upon by the lawful anthority of the United 
States, without the intervention of Texas and the people 
thereof. "^ " 

S«o. 3. Ani he it fnrthtr macird by the mUkimty ajon- 
taid. That the said compact, when made, may provide 
•Mther, by the mutual agreement of the supreme aulhoritiei 
of the United States and the republic of Texas, for all and 
every olher mailer or thing within their constitutional 
power, of and concerning the premises.nol in consistent with 
the spirit and true intent of the provisions hereby made for 
glTine and declaring the legislative asseut to the some, and . 
which may be proper and necessary for restoring the an- 
cient limits of the United Stales, as they were claimed and> 
avowed bv the United States, after the aforesaid treaty with 
the French rei.nblic, signed SOth April, 1M3. And the pqb- 
iic faith of the nation is hereby pledged to enact soch other 
and further laws as are or may be necessary and proper for 
executing the same without unreasonable delay: Prot-idtd, 
that nothing shall be required inconsistinl with the power 
of the United States, nor in plain violation of the reason- 
able and just rights ol other nations, to be judged of by the 
United States, nor adverse to the true meaning of this act. 
Stc^. 8. Jind bt it furthtr inartrd by the authority afire- 
•aid. That as soon as may be alter the final adoption 
of any compact for the cession or annexation of the 
Territories aforesahl to the United Stales by the su- 
pierae authorities of both nations,, if any such com- 
pact is made and adopted as aforesaid, the President 
of the United shall nominate, and appoint the officers, 
and cause the governments to be organized in the districts 
or territories aloresaid, according to the provisions of the 
ordinance of 1767 aforesaid, as modified by this act; and un- 
til that can be done conveniently, the whole of said territo- 
ries shall be governed by such officers and such authority 
as may be agveed upon in the said compact between the re- 
public of Texas and the United States. 

Sic. 4. Anibt it furthtr mncted bytht attlhorily afoTtsidd, 
That It shall be Ihe duty of the President of the United 
States to issue his proclnmalioB, and thereby to put into full 
force and eftect the provisions of this act as soon as may be, 
after any compact of cession and annexation shall have been 
adopted by the supreme authorities of the United States 
Md the supreme authorities of the republic of Texas. And 
this act shall from thenceforth take eflect. without condi- 
'ion. " upon Iha day that the provisions of such compact 
shall go into onentjon as the supreme law of the United 
States, and not before. 

Sec 8 ^nd be itfurthtr enneted by the aulhmrity afoTtlaid, 
That nothing contained in this act shall be construed so as 
to preventthe Congress of the United SUtes from "admi^ 
tiag Texas as a new State into this Union," during the pres- 
ent or any Ihtnro session; nor from admitting as a new 
8t«t*.into this Union, an^ part of the territory of Texas; 
nor shall it be construed into any expression of assent or 
dissent to such a law, nor as the expression of any opinion 
as to the proper and constilutional mode of making the 
compact herein alluded to; but the same Is left to the de- 
cision of the competent authorities of the United States, 
who may he called upon to propose or ratify the same in all 
respects as if this act had not passed. 

Mr. MOREH5A0 moved tlie reference of the 
bil to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

After a few remarks from Mr. ARCHER in re- 
lation to an inauiry by Mr. Setier as to the ex- 
pected report or the committee, in which Mr. A. 
intimated that tlie report would be prepared as soon 



as It could be ascertained that all the intended pro- 
positisns of annexation were before Congress 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and it was ordered to be printed. 

[A careful report of the remarks made by Messrs. 
Hatwoop, Mobehead, and Abchee, on the in- 
troduction of this bill, is in prapaiation for im- 
mediate publication.] 

On moUon of Mr. EVANS, the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tdesdat, January 14, 1845. 

The journal of yesterday having been read and 
approved. 
On the motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 
Reuked, That the Committee on the Jodiciary, be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of amending existing 
,'i' ,'0 "'o '"'•'P'' 'n the courts of the United States in 
Uiuisiana the mode of proceeding In the courts of the said 
State in all civil cases, excepting those of admiralty jurisdic- 
tion; and that they do report by biU or otherwise. 
On the motion of Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, it was 
Rtulred, That the Committee on the Judiciary, be in- 
stnioted to inquire into the expediency «f reporting a bill to 
authorize the courts baring jurisdicUon in questions ol 
bankruptcy on the bankrupt laws heretofore in existence, 
to apporm new trustees In all cases where luch appoint- 
ments may bo rendered necesaarr by the death or resigna- 
tion of the former trustees appointed in virtue of the said 
bankrupt law s. and in cases where the estate in the hands of 
such trustees has not been ftally settled. 
On the motion of Mr. HARPER, it was 
Retolttd, That '"^ " - _ ' . 
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tijmsmit to this House the papers in his office on t^e subject 
of the chum of Catharine Stevenson, of Knox county, Ohio, 
for a pension, and that said papers be referred to tie Com- 
mittee on ReTolutionary Pensions. 

STATISTICS OF TEXAJ. 
On the motion of Mr. PRATT, it was 
RtKlved, That the Secretary of Stale be directed to com- 
municate to this House such information as he may possess, 
or may be able to procure, of the whole amount of the debt 
ofTexas— the amount for which bond or sosip has been 
issued; and the present market value of such scrip or bond 
m Texas, in the United States, and in Europe— the amount 
in value of the exports from, and the imports into, Texas for 
the years 1843 and 1844, with the amount of revenue accru- 
ing and collected for the same years, with the expenditures 
for the same time; also the present population of Texas, dis- 
tinguishing in numbei bilUeen free and slaves; also the 
quantity, in acres ofland, which ills supposed is covered 
by valid grants from the present and former governments of 
that country; and the estimated quantity in acres of good 
and arable land suitable for cultivation which remains 
un^ranled within the undisputed and acknowledged limits 
of i'exas as the same existed prior to the year 1884. 

Mr. ATKINSON rose and said he had received 
many communications from his constituents which 
he was tinahle to answer satisfactorily, and he de- 
sired to obtain such Information as woujd enable 
him to do so. He alluded to the publication of the 
. President's message and the accompanying docu- 
ments, of which, at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, this House ordered 5,000 extra copies for (he 
use of the members. His constituents wrote to him 
in relation to that document, but they had not vet 
been laid on their tables, nor could he say when 
thev would be received; and he wished the proper 
authority in this House to inform him when he 
he might reasonably expect to receive the copies, 
which )iis consistuents were anxious to see. 

[As it appears from the above, that no person 
gave to Mr. Atkinson the information which he de- 
sired, Ihe proprietors of the Globe, who are the 
printers for the House of Representatives, think it 
due to the House and to themselves, that, they 
should state why the President's message and the 
accompanying documents have not been delivered. 

We printea copies of the President's message and 
the accompanying documents, and sent one copy to 
each member of both Houses, m Uta than two wula 
after the message was read in the House, which we 
believe was the shortest time in which the message 
and documents were ever printed and^delivered before. 
The extra copies are all printed; but are kept back 
for a map of the harbor of Memphis, Tennessee, 
which the Committee on Eiigravinf of the House 
have let out to the lowest bidi^r. We do not know 
who the lowest bidder is, nor when he has con- 
tracted to deliver the map. We will send the doc 
uments to the House as soon as we reeeive the 
maps. 

We take this occasion to say, that the report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office,- the 
coast survey, and some other documents, we be- 
lieve, are in the same condition that the President's 
message and the accompanying documents are in — 
that is, already printed, and waiting for the maps. 
Instead of our being bthindhand with the congrea- 
•ional work, as some might be Jed to suppose, &om 



the fact that several documents have not been de- 
livered to the House, we may say that we ate be- 
forehand wilh it; for many of our congressional 
hands have been out of work already, which we 
have never known to be the case before, so early in a 
session — The paoiTBKi fob the House op IUp- 

BESEHTATIMEI.] 

Before any answer could be given, 

REANNEXATION OF TEXJS. 
Mr. HAMMETT moved that the rules he sus- 
pended, that the House might resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to; and the House went 
into Committee of the WhtJe on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Hopkins in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of tlie resolutions to reannex Texas to 
this Union. 

Mr. HOLMES, who had the floor from yester- 
day, commenced with some remarks on the import- 
ance af the question which now occupied the atten- 
tion of the committee. He said it was a national, 
and not a sectional question; and he bqgged distinct- 
ly to say to the committee that he was fully im- 
pressed with the truth that annexation or rejection 
was salvation or destruction — to whom? To the north- 
em Atlantic States, to N^w England, and to the man- 
ufacturing part of the commumty. He admitted 
also that iu influence would be equally felt by the 
South. He would endeavor to make out this propo- 
sition, and show that theinfluence of annexation 
would be as wide as the scope of the different inter- 
ests of the confederacy. What had given the north- 
em and eastern States the power which they now 
held.' What did New England contribute to the 
world in the way of slaplew She was destitute of 
any of those stiq>les, the products of the soil, by 
which she could commana the markets of Europe. 
What, then, was the talismanic influence by which 
she was enabled to hold her present position? He 
compared her to Palmyra of old. She had a posi- 
tion which gave her the market of the whole of 
Europe, east and west; and the position of New Eng- 
land bad given her the commercial power she wield- 
ed, and the wealth she possessed. He spoke at 
some length on this subject, and then contemplated 
the stale of things as it might exist if England ob- 
tained a controlling influence in Texas as an inde- 
pendent nation, with the free admission of Goglish 
nianufactures in exchange for Texian product9,^thus 
diverting the current of that commerce which made 
New England what she. was. He said Lord Aber- 
deen haiS admitted such to be the policy of Eng- 
land. 

And let me tell you now a fact, that the Red 
river, at the hi^h floods which disembogues into the 
Mississippi, is united to the Trinity, a stream that 
empties itself intq the Gulf of Mexico; and it re- 
quires but a small canal to unite these streams, and 
to convey the products of the West to the shores of 
the Gulf to be shipped as Texian produce to the mar- 
kets of Europe free of duty. Did they believe that 
the desire to conform to our restrictive laws was so 
deep and so strong in the hearts of their western 
brethren as to prevent tbem from availing themselves 
this advantage? Wlience did they get their returns 
for the cotton, the lead, the tobacco, and the various 
articles of I heir productions? Did they not get them 
at Europe? Did tliey think the western people ' 
would be content to pay the merchants of Bostonf 
the manufacturers of Lowell, the people of New 
York and Pennsylvania, for cloth sand cutlery 40, 50, 
or 100 per cent., when4her could get this reciprocity 
convention? Let this scneme m carried out, and 
whsrs was the prosperity of New England? Where 
the' twelve millions of dollars, raised, in a ^reat meas- 
ure, from shoes? As Mr. Webster said, French 
shoes and British hata would quickly supersede 
those manufactured in this country, the moment 
they were admitted duty free? And would not the 
people of the West buy the latter, when they were 
to be procured cheaper? Who did not see that it 
directly struck at the prosperity of the East} 

What, then, was the condition of the southern 
Atlantic States? The South could not afford the 
expense of transport across the mountains from 
Texas. "They then left with this reduced price 
of cotton, (because their cotton would sell in Eu- 
rope fur the lowest modicum prise, while Texas 
cotton got a superior price as 17 per cent, to nothing,) 
must expect their money at the north; and thus, by 
this operation of necessity, they were completely 
fleeced. Wr.s not this inevitable? 

But what was the position of the West? (he spoke 
in the spirit of a statesman, if be was capable of it. 
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and notin a confined aectaiian view.) If the Wert 
found that Texaa had these advantage*, thought 
they the autocrat of Russia — that any power on 
earth couldprevent ihera. from availing themselves 
thereof? Thought they the West would consent, 
extending rapidly as she was beyond the mountains 
to the Pacific, to have her steps cramped in this Chi- 
nese shoe? 'Though they that she would not per- 
oeivB her own interests, and at once demand an in- 
stant concession (and one which would never be 
fot back again) of our restrictive policy, and will 
nd a new marlcet and new relations^ 
*> After some farther remarks on this head, Mr. H. 
continued: If he had shown, as he thought be had, 
that in all the sections of this Union this question 
was one of direct interest, let him ask why the op- 
ponents of this great boon urged tliat it should be re- 
sisted.' Reject It, for this and this alone, (for there 
was no northern statesman or commercial man who 
did not see the advantage of it,) because it was said 
that (he constitution prevented it. That instrument, 
which was intended to be a rigid nUe or standard by 
which the measure of our virtue or depravity was 
deduced, had become to the North a sliding scale, 
adapted to any want or exigency — to authorize or 
prohibit (as their interest required) any meas- 
ure propesed with reference to (he tariff, 
the concentration of labor, or whatever other 
subject. The constitution expressly said we might 
admit new States. That power was given in ex- 
ttnte — tnt>«r6i»; if there were any limitation upon it, 
it must be either in the words or in the nature of 
things. It was not in words; the only limitation up- 
on it in the text being the partition of States, or 
the junction of States, except upon the condition 
specified being complied with. But if he showed 
them that, at the time of the adoption of the consti- 
tution, it was contemplated that (here should be an 
accession of new Slates from fotcign territory, then 
(he said) the absence of restriction was the assertion 
of the power. He stated then that Mr. Madison 
rxpressly declared, in his commentary on the consti- 
tution, before the constitution was adopted, (a work 
admitted as a true exponent of that instrument,) that 
the framera of the constitution contemplated the ac- 
cession of neighboring territory. But he had a 
manuscript that had never been published, from the 
writings of that great other commentator on the 
constitution, (Alexander Hamilton,) who said in « 
letter to General Washington, long before Florida 
was annexed, or Louisiana acquired, that we must 
remain in a position to take adrantage of rirttun- 
tUtntti; we must be prepared to acquire Florida, to 
annex IlOuisiaIU^ and we must even wink further 
south. Then he thought the constitutional objec- 
tions on the only two grounds on which they coiUd 
be made were invalid. 

But now he came to present an argument which 
had not been presented. He asserted (this was the 
proposition) that Texas had aright to come into the 
confederacy of our States, with all the rights, privi- 
leges, and immunities of any part of this country; 
and he put it on the doctrine of foa {iminium, (he 
would not take the doctrine of rnniller, which had 
been brought forward by the chairman of the com- 
mittee on Foreign Affaire,) which was, that when 
a ^country was dissevered from another country, 
afld the country so dissevered, either by its own 
act or the act of its all v, extinguished the title of 
the conqueror, (or, if they pleased, of the assignee,) 
it resumed at once its possession (if it chose) in the 
family from which it was dissevered, and was enti- 
tled to all the rights, &c., before enjoyed. Now, 
to make this doctrine applicable to this case: Tex- 
as was a part of Louisiana. To deny this, was to 
run through a series of negatives upon every one of 
the assertions made by the functionaries of this 

Sovemment, from the honorable gentleman from 
fassachusetts down to the present time; to contra- 
vene the treaty of Ildefonso; and more — to negative 
our own act — to negative . the treaty of 1819. If it 
liad, by its own efforts, energy, and gallantry, dis- 
severed its relation with Mexico, growing up under 
the treaty of 1819, rnight it not, on the doctrine of 
f<al liminimn, revert to us, and be clothed with all its 
former powers and privileges? la speaking of this 
treaty of 1819, Mr. H. said that treaty was not dis- 
honorable; under the circumstances, it was the best 
thin^ that could be dbne. He spoke this on the au- 
thority of Monroe; as would appear when the 
writings of Mr. Monroe came to h« disclosed. At 
that time Mr. Monroe saw the spirit of anti-slavery, 
small at first,.no bigger than the palm of the hand, 
like the cloud of Samaria, but fraught with terrific 
CQnsequencee to th« South; and with the wgacitjr of 



a statesman, he took (he benefit of Florida, (lest it 
might be lost foreTer,) and trusted to the elasticity 
of our citizens, to the energy of the Tejcians, that 
they would wish to come back. That treaty of 
1819 was negotiated under an administration as vir- 
tuous as any of the government, with the approba- 
tion of those who knew best, and with the dissent- 
ing voice (as far as he knew) of but one gentleman 
in (he House. With the exception of Henry Clay, 
he knew of not a single man that disapproved the 
treaty of 1819; but now it happened that we had 
waked up to new issues; it happened that new vis- 
ions of glory dazzled their sight, and we go back to 
condemn the treaty of 1819, and to blame its au- 
thora. I will not do it, said Mr. H. 

Further alluding to the anti-slavery movements of 
the day, Mr. H. said there was a tremendous mael- 
strom, a whirlpool, that was gathering in blackness 
and fury to drink up and absorb all that was estima- 
ble in our southern institutions, all that imparted vi- 
tality and vigor to them, and all that they held most 
sacred connected with their h: arth-stones and their 
homes. It was anti-slavery — anti-slavery which, 
in a recent election, had shown itself of no small 
power — which had been seen to make parties trcm- 
ole^to make men on this floor, who went into the 
contest pledging themselves for Texas, bowing 
down and doing her homage. Sixty-four thousand 
votes, on unbalance of parties, was a mighty and poi^ 
tentous weight; and who could have read the sagar 
cious, the skilful, the admirably-adapted-to-the-cir- 
cumstaiKes message of the second great magician of 
New York — who, when he was exalted to the throne 
of the Empire State, might have been expected to 
speak in imperial tones, and (o be listened to with 
mute attention-^^ind not feel that he, too, trembled 
like another on his throne, trembled at the fact that 
in the late election Texas was the issue, and by the 
issue was determined? And yet, he had spoken of 
our foreign relations in ten lines. 

Did any person who knew thit man — his saga- 
cious mind, bis acumen, his admirable skill as a tac- 
tician — doubt for a moment that he foresaw that 
there was a gathering cloud, that four yean hence 
he would not be able to encounter? And so far as 
party was concerned he was right; for men (hat 
came here at tlie first of session ready to go fbr the 
admission of Texas, now blanched from that ques- 
tion. Now he put it to souUiemers, a^ this sectional 
question had been raised, was it sectional hi them 
to endeavor to preserve those relations which could 
alone ^ive them connection with this Union? Was 
it sectional in them to defend those rights and inter- 
ests which had been assailed by the ruthless hand 
of abolitionism? Was it sectional in them, with a 
particular species of population, that was increasing, 
to protest against the establishment of bounds be- 
yond which they shall not pass? Their black pop- 
ulation now amounted to about three millions; and 
what would be the condition of the whites when 
they should expand over the whole country cooped 
up within their present limits, and without the ca- 
pability of emigration? Did gentlemen consider this 
state of things? Did they look at the interest of the 
North, and particularly to that shipping interest 
which made her the general carrier of the Union, 
when they opposed this measure? Who dare tell 
us (said he^ that we are unpatriotic when we resist 
a construction of the constitution lately avowed on 
that floor, that that instniment, while it guarantied 
slavery as it existed when it was adopted, imparted 
no potentiality to its extension in proportion to (he 
increase of our population and the wants of the 
country? Gentlemen had talked of dividing this 
country into two parts, in one of which slavery was 
(e be excluded. A southerner who would agree to 
this — a southerner who would manacle and 
fetter the energies of his children, must be 
either a knave or a fool. Admit Texas, and 

five but two slave Slates; and what (said Mr. 
I.) will be our condition? With an exhaust- 
ed soil, and a dense population, which, with- 
out a field for industry and enterprise, must grow 
idle, let gentlemen figure to themselves the conse- 
quences. But let southern men look to i(. The 
North is to have territory reaching to the Rocky 
Mountains, and, overleaping its icy barriers, are to 
add Slate afler State; while the South will have an 
increasing and dangerous population, which it can- 
not have an outlet for. And yet the spirit of aboli- 
tion would forbid the South from acquiring new ter- 
ritory, lest it might extend southern institutions. 
Vermont threatened to leave the Union, in case 
Texas was annexed to it. 
AAcr some further remuki, ahowiog the tdran- 
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tagea that had already resulted to the eastern States 
by the Union, and }he further advantagea they 
would derive from the annexation 0i Texas, the 
hour of Mr. H. having expired, he took hia seat. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN, having obtained the floor, 
yielded it, for the purpose of explanation, to 

Mr. MORSE, who observed that he had obtained 
the floor, through the indulgence of the gentleman 
who was entitled to it, for the purpose of correcting 
an erroneous report of some remarks made by him, 
when, a few days since, he addressed the committee 
on this subject. In the Nsw York Herald — a paper 
of very extensive circulation — he was represented 
as saying that the slaves of his Slate were better 
clothed, better fed, and had more eeneral intelli- 
gence, than the laboring portion of tKe people of the 
manufacturing States. This was estirely incorrect. 
What he did say was, that the slaves of his State 
were better fed, better clothed, and had niore intelli- 
gence, than a large proportion of the laboring peo- 
ple of Europe. 

Mr. WM. J. BROWN observed that, inasmuch 
as he was one of those who thought the interests 
and honor of our common country would be pro- 
ifioted by the annexation of Texas to the United 
States, and ra he believed that it was the w^ish of 
the people of his State that this annexation 
should take place, he felt it due to them, as well as 
to himself, to give to tire committee a few brief and 
desultory remarks expkuning his reasons for going 
for this measure. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. Is- 
cERiOLii] had urged as an objection to this measure 
that an attempt had been made to carry it through 
the House by a sort of hurrah, as it had been carri- 
ed in town meetings during the late presidential 
contest Now, if there was anything wrong in 
these political hurrahs, h« must say that his party 
had learned them from the example set by their 
whig opponent*. He believed that it was in his 
State in 1840, during the hard cider campaign, when 
Mr. Clay, at one of these hurrah meetings, told the 
^leople that the day for reason and argument had 
passed away, and that the hour of acuon had ar- 
rived. Yes, that action was' consummated by the 
shouting at the top of their voices, 

• "With Tip sad Tyler 
'We'll bunt Vsn'a hiler." 

• * Well", they did burst Van Buren's biler, but the 
democracy, like Anteeus of old, rose with renewed 
vigor from their fall, and showed them that, if 

With Tip and Tyler 

Thev burst Van s biler, 

With Tjler alone 

They burst theirown. 

But that the annexation of Texas was one of the 
principal issues made in the last presidential contest, 
and that the people had pronounced their verdict in 
its favor, admitted not of a doubt. Throughout the 
whole country the root(oes of "Polk and Dallas," 
"Oregon and Texas," were inscribed on the banners 
of the democracy. He would say to the gentleman, 
that these inscriptions were no unmeaning phrases. 
They told that this great national quesuon was 
staked on the issue, ana that it was the very nature 
of this great national question to carry home to the 
bosom of every patriot's feelmgs which the worehip- 
pers of that same old coon never knew. He re- 
garded tliis question as having been settled by the 
late election, and therefore believed that Congress 
had but one plain and simple duty to perform, 
which was to carry out (he will of the people as ex- 
pressed at the ballot-boxes. He would add that 
those representatives who should venture to disre- 
gard that will, had a fearful responsibility to en- 
counter. It was said somewhere, that "hell had no 
fury like a woman scorned;" but in his opinion 
there was no vengeance so much to be dreaded as 
that of an abused and insulted conslituency. As to 
the manner in which this great question was to be 
consummated, he was not particular. He was not 
wedded to any particular plan. He was for Texas 
firet, and for settling the details afterwards. He 
was like the young man of his own native West, 
who, when, with stout arms and honest principles, 
he sets out on life's jnumcy, the first thing he does 
is to take to himself a wife; and when he \s wedded 
to one whose smiles are to gild the rainbow of 
his life, tlie next thing is to build a cabin. Like 
this young settler, he would go first for Texas, 
for the country, and then he would be ready 
(o settle (he details. He should not attem,t 
to enter into the constitntional argument which 
had been so ably handled by other gentlemen. 
It WM plain to him the article in the <M>nstitii- 
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tion authorizing ConereM to admit new States 
applied aa well to foreign territory as to that 
alreadv belonging to tm United States. He 
sboala not go back to the debates in the 
eonvention to find the proper construction of that 
article; he only wanted to look at the venerated 
names signed to the constitution to be satisfied that 
they were not governed by such narrow views as to 
mean thai the area of freedom and the principles of 
civil and religious liberty should be confined within 
the limiu of the old thirteen States. 

He said Mr. Clay in 1830, at the session afker 
the treaty of 1819, by which Florida was pur- 
chased and Texas ceded, introduced a resolution 
to this House, which asserted the doctrine that 
the constitution vested in Congress the power 
to dispose of territory, and that such cession 
was not valid without the assent of Congress. He 
admitted that the President of the United States and 
two-thirds of the Senate constituted the treaty- 
making power of this country, and had the right to 
acquire territory; but while he admitted the right, 
he ftlways regarded its exercise as cxiremely dan- 
gerous, for it possessed the power to acquire territory 
m the absence of the will of the representative branch 
of Congress; and what, he asked, would be the dan- 
gerous consequence of such power being in the 
Rands of a corrupt executive and Senate? Why, 
some morning the citizens of Rhode lisland, with 
her green hills and smiling vales, might find them- 
selves, to their great mortification, the subjects of 
the descendant of that Charles for whose charter so 
much afTectioD was felt that they imprisoned those 
citizens who endeavored to supplant it by a written 
constitution. Much had been said of the early his- 
tory of Texas; but, in hia opinion, it was sufficient 
to look at her present position. Is Texas indepen- 
dent? Was that all it was necessary to establish? 
That she was, he had evidence in abundance; her 
independence was acknowledged by our own and 
by European nations; and to object to it anything 
which might be found in her earlier history, was no 
mors worthy of consideration, than would be the 
objection to ourselves that our independence origi- 
nated in a Boston mob. After briefly adverting to 
the success of her arms on the plains of San Jacinto, 
he reminded the committee that she was severed 
from this Union without her consent. He then> 
proceeded to contend that it was important that 
Texas should be ours as matter of national defence, 
and in the course of his remarks he made nome 
strictures on the speecli yesterday delivered by the 
gentlemair from Ohio, [Mr. Brikkeriiofp.] He 
then described the advantages of Texas to our com- 
merce, especially of the western States. 

With reference to the consideration that had been 
mentioned in this debate, that if we were involved 
in a war on account of Texas, Mexico would send 
out her privateers and cripple our commerce, let 
them discharge one gun, said Mr. 6., and Mexico 
would soon M stricken from the roll of nntions, and 
over her capitol would float the banner of freedom. 
At the banks of the Del Norte, (alluded to by some 
gentlemen as the natural boundary of our posses- 
sions,) Mr. B. prophesied our empire would not 
cease; but fifty years would not pass before it carried 
all of Mexico; and a century would not pass before 
it might be found (he was understood to say) on the 
coast of Patagonia. 

Alluding to the slavery question which had been 
raised here with all its bugbears, he said- that he re- 
garded it an institution of the constitution, guarantied 
to the South; and to the farthest extent, even to the 
annexation of Texas, was he ready and prepared to go 
to sustain them in this institution? His fr end [Mr. 
BaivKSBHOpr] said he would not go for Texas un- 
less half of it was made a free territory. Let the gen- 
tleman remember that Oregon would be coming in 
soon; and if the South were to rise and object to it 
unless one half t>f it were made a slave territory, 
would the gentleman go for yielding to their de- 
mands? Although Mr. B. did not regard the Mis- 
souri compromise as binding, he was for observing 
it here. 

After some further remarks, embracing an enthu- 
siastic eulogy of the West, Mr. B. proceeded to ex- 
press his regret tliat gentlemen had attempted to 
give anything like a sectional or party character to 
this subject. It was a great national, a great Ameri- 
can question, rising above and [paramount to all the 
petty party questions that divided and subdivided 
us. He regretted that his time did not permit him 
to allude to some of the remarks of the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Clincman.] In the 
gnat political contest jutt pasaed, (said Mr. 



B.,) he has told us that we have selected and 
elected a man unknown; and he wished no 
better evidence of the reverse of that than the 
mariner in which that nomination has been respond- 
ed to from the rock-bound hills of Massachusetts 
down to the Sabine. He would not pretend to say 
what would be the result of the administration of 
that gentleman; but he believed, of all qualities, that 
which eminently qualified a man for the chief magis- 
tracy of the nation — honesty of heart, integrity — 
James K. Polk possessed in a ^reat degree; ana he 
honestly believed that under his administration, as 
under that of "Old Hickory," the vessel of stats 
would ride the waters "like a thing of life.!' 

Mr. B.'s remtu-ks were here terminated by the ex- 
piration of the hour. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS obtained the floor. He 
admitted the great importance of the subject under 
consideration, and he believed that one of more en- 
during interest to the nation had ecarcelv ever been 
presented to an American Congress. He avowed 
frankly that he should not be displeased, but, on 
the contrary, that he should be gratified if Texas 
could become a part of the United Stales, in con- 
formity to the constitution, without the violation of 
our neutral obligations, without any dishonor to 
the nation, and with the general concurrence of the 
people. He spoke of tlie natural fruitfulness of its 
soil, and of iti capacity to the produce of cotton — 
that great commodity of the world — in amount 
equal to all that produced at the present lime in th« 
United States; and, taking in connection with this 
the fact of its contiguity, he said it appeared exceed- 
ingly desirable to the people of that country, and of 
this country also, that they should form diflferent 
parts of a confederated empire. 

But his wish that Texas should form a-fort of 
this confederacy, was subordinate to other consider^ 
ations — subordmate to his attachment to this Union 
as this Union now existed. Sooner than endanger 
the continuance and perpetuity of this Union as it 
now existed, he would not annex Texas in any pos- 
sible form. 

The question to which he should principally con- 
fine his remarks was that of power. The prin- 
cipal constituent in which our government was sup- 
posed superior to all others th^t had preceded it by 
those who, looking back upon the history of prece- 
ding governments, had framed this, was, not that it 
was a popular representative government — not that 
it was a government of delegated, limited powers; 
hut its peculiar excellence — that excellence upon 
which the hope of its perpetuity was based by those 
who framed it — was the fact of its written con- 
stitution; that it was a government of specified, lim- 
ited, delegated powers; that the landmarks were 
laid down, beyond which the government, in its 
operations, was not to extend. He feared tliat our 
fathers had attached to this principle a value to 
which It was not entitled, and that it was about to 
prove a delusion — a mere humbug. What was a 
[aw? He read a definition defining it to be a rule of 
conduct which the authority invested by the funda- 
mental law of the country with the' power of legisla- 
tion prescribed to the utizens or subjects pf that 
country, and to which the citizen or subject owes 
obedience. Was it a dispensation of the power 
of l^slation that was to bring Texas into this 
Union? There was but one party to a law, and that 
was the law-making power. It was not a compact 
which gave rise to mufual obli^lions and mutual 
rights. Now no gentleman on this floor would con- 
tend that it was an exercise of the law-making pow- 
er to annex Texas. It must, then, classify itself un- 
der the treaty-making power. A treaty was a com- 
pact between the several authorities of independent 
nations, by which they made mutual stipulations, 
and by which reciprocal obligations were entered 
into and reciprocal rights acquired by the contract- 
ing parties. The treaty-making power had been 
specifically invested in the Senate — with the 
President and two-thirds of the Senate, or with 
the assent of eighteen out of the twenty-six 
States of the Union. Here was the treaty-making 
power granted on this firm and specified basis, and 
there it ouglix to rest as long as this Amercan con- 
federacy endured. .Mr. D. then proceeded to argue 
that the right to acquire new Slates or territory re- 
sided in the treaty-making power; that it wos one of 
the most high, interesting, enduring forms in which 
that power could be exercised. That was the prin- 
ciple of tire law of nations as laid down by Vaitel's 
Grotius, by our own Kent, and by every writer 
theroa' It was, that where the treaty-making pow- 
er was conreyed, without limit or qttalificaiion, it 



necessarily carried the power to cede and to acquire 
territory; and he contended that the constitution of 
the United States necessarily conferred that power. 
A nation was to endure a long time; its life was not 
to be measured by the life of man, or by genera- 
tions; and our btben never intended to limit ^Uie 
treaty-makine power, and shut out the power of 
giving or ceding territory; because they knew the 
history of the past; and they knew that circumstan- 
ces might arise in which the exercise of this power 
would be necessary. 

Mr. D. continued to ar^ue at length that Texaa 
could not be annexed to the Union, otherwise thaa 
by the treaty-making power; and that, thovch ter- 
ritory already acquired might be admitted into the 
Union by a legislative act, it must b» acquired by 
treaty before it could be admitted into the Union. 

He pursued his argument at some length, and 
quoted Mr. Jefferson's opinion on the acquisition of 
foreign territory in support of the position he bad 
assumed. This House, he went on to say, sought 
to divest the treaty-making power of the duties 
which were peculiarly its own. He then referred 
to the ailment. of the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. J. P. KsimBDT,] by which he had contended 
that no person, according to the provisions of the 
constitution, could be a member of this Hou«e un- 
til he had been a citizen of the United States seven ■ 
years, nor a senator until he had been a citizen nine 

Sears. Louisiana waited, after admission into this 
nion, until her citizens were qualified to sit here, 
before she took her place among the States of the 
Union; but it was proposed to do violence to the 
Qonstilution by admituog Texians at once. He aaid 
the argument of the gentleman from Maryland on 
that subject was unanswered, and unanswerable. 
He was continuing his remarks, when hia hour ex- 
pired. 
Mr. BOWLIN next obtwned the floor; but 
The committee rose, and reported progress; and 
Tne House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 

presenting them: 

Bjr Mr. BYRAM OREEN: The remonttmiM of'S elti- 
xen^ of tlie t*wn of Macadon. la the county of Wsvae, N«w 
Vorfc, meainct the annexation of Texas. 

By ^h'. CALDWELL: The petition of Joaiah Headcn'S 
heln; the petition of Mosei Wright; the petition ofBel^a* 
min Itaniford; the petition .of Fitflding Ftatt^ wliich were 
referred to the appropriate c«mmitteea. 

Bv Mr. WHliATON: The peUtion of Henrr Q. Shultt, 
aikinga pension on Bccount of wound* and ditablUtiea re- 
coiveS during the late war with Or^Mit Britain: referred to 
the Committee on Invalid F«n»iona. 

By Mr. CLINTON: The pcUtion of Oeseral laaac Bel- 
knap, of Orange county, New York, for a nenjfon. 

By Mr. TVLKR: The reportsnd retolutiont of clUxeiu of 
Ohauuuque county, New York, in relation to the public 
world at fortland harbor. 

By Mr. T. H. SEYMOUR: Th« petition of the hein of Col. 
Thomas ICnowlton, to authorixe the payment of the leTen 
years' half-pay dne on account of toe services of th« de- 
ceased in the war of the rerolutioo: referred to the Commit- 
tee ou Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petltioD of Jeremiah Sims, pray- 
ing for an increase of pension: referred to the Conuaittse oa 
Revolutionary Claims. 

By .Mr.C.Nt.REED:The petition ofJ.C.Spenccr.csq ,and 
180 citizens of Erie, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass 
a law reducing the rates of postage to 6 cents on all single ' 
letters, and double in proportion to weight, and not the 
number of pieces of paper. 

IN SENATE. 
Wkdneidat, January 15, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern, laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
partment, giving certain information in answer to a 
resolution of the Senate, as to the condition of the 
eustom-house at New Orleans, and the title of the 
United States to the ground on which it stands. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, ordered to 
lie on the table. 

CORRECTION. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said it was not often that ha 
thought it necessary to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate to anything concerning himself particularly; but 
he was induced to rise this, morning to correct a 
mistake which bad occurred in one of the city pa- 
pers, in a statement either editorial or by one of the 
reporters. He was made to say, in tne Globe of 
this morning, that, in the few observations with 
which he had troubled the Senate yesterday, he 
had declared himself in favor of the aonexatiou of 
Texas, if constitutionally done. Now he had no 
doubt the reporter had properly understood his 
views, as would appear in the report of his remarks. 
He took this occasion to say that be had made nq 
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aueh declaration •• that impated to him; and that 
it waa DO purpoae of hia to make a declaration that 
h« waa in favor of annexation. But he did aay 
thathe concurred with the aenatorfrom North Car- 
olina, [Mr, Haiwood,] in the hope that the ques- 
tion would be settled some day or other, and when 
it was settled, that it was extremely desirous that 
it should be dons in a constitutional way. This 
correction be thought it necessary to make, in order 
that there might m no misinterpretation of a wish 
which he thought proper to present to the Senate 



Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from 
Benjainin A. Swasey, of Marblehead, Massachu- 
setts, in relation to the breakwater at that place; 
whiclx was referred to the Committee sn Com- 
merce. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 
Samuel Hartler, and other citizens of Saco and 
Biddeford, Mame^ asking for an appropriation for 
the repair of the pien in the Saco nver; which was 
nfored to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from sun- 
dry surgeons and assistant surgeons iu the navy, 
aakiog Congress to pass a law allowing them rela- 
tive rank: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fcirs, — i« 

Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial from cer- 
tain citizens of the city of Philadelphia, requesting 
that Congress will reject all propositions for the an- 
nexation of Texas as a slaveholding country: refer- 
nd to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition from Wm. R. 
Hunter and 114 other citizens of Arkansas and Mis- 
souri, praving for the establishment of a post-road 
from Pocahontas and Randolph City, Arkansas, to 
Eleven Point, in Ripley county, Missouri: refer* 
red to the Committee on the Post OtSce and Ppst 
Roads. 

Mr. MERRICKpresented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for a modification of the franking priv- 
ilege, and a reduction of the rates of postage. Also 
a similar memorial from Adams county, Pennsyl- 
vania, numerously signed: ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble, a bill for the purpose having been reported. 

Also preeentea a petition signed by messengers 
and assistant messene^prs employed in the office of 
the Auditor of the Post Office Deportment, asking 
that their compensation may be increased, so as to 
place them on a level with persons occupying a sim- 
ilar grade in other departments of the government: 
refened to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also presented a petition ftom David Little, for- 
merly employed as a messenger in the Post Office 
Department, aakins that the extra compensation 
which was promised by the bead of the department 
may be allowed him: referred t« the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial, nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Adams county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying for a reduction of the rates of 
postage: ordered to lie on the (able. 

Also presented a memorial, numerously signed by 
citizens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
requesting Congress to so change the natutalizatioD 
laws as to require a residence of foreigners of twen- 
ty-one yean before they shall be entitled to the 
privilege of voting: referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

OREGON. 

Mr. ALLEN remarked that, some three or four 
weeks ago, the Senate, on his motion, passed a res- 
olution requesting the President of the United Stales 
to report to the &!nate, if not incompatible with the 

gublic interest, any correspondence which had ta- 
en place between the United States government and 
the government of Qreot Britain touching the Ore- 
gon question. He desired to know of the Chair 
whether any message had been received from the 
executive in answer to that resolution. 

The CHAIR said that no message had been re- 
ceived, within his knowledge, in response to that 
resolution. 

Mr. ARCHER merely rose to say that there had 
been no response received. Of course, he should 
have known the fact, as chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, if a message had been received. 
Any motion on the subject on the part of the sena- 
tor from Ohio would be unnecsasary now. In a 
few days the result of the attempted negotiation on 
(he pan of' the E^Iish government and ths United 



States concerning the Oregon question would be 
transmitted to toe Senate. 

Mr. ALLEIN said he would present to the Sen- 
ate a petition and proceedings of a meeting of a num- 
ber of citizens of the county of Fairfield, in the State 
of Ohio, in which they pray that Congress will ex- 
tend, through a territoriiJ government, the law of the 
United States, this session, over the territory of Ore- 
gon. They give many reaannSr and good ones, for 
the suggestions they make to the government. -The 
letter enclosing to him the proceedings of the meet- 
ing — which letter was from one of 3ie best men in 
the Stale — informed him that he meeting was com- 
posed mainly of farmers, farmers who Eve on their 
farms, and who are hardy, cool and collected, and 
not excited by the contact or friction of cities, and 
whose voice usually, in this country, is expressive of 
the general voice of the nation. In presenting this 
petition, he presented onlv the will of a part of the 
Ohio people, with whom ne was not only politically, 
but personally connected. He meant the /armers 
of the goodly old county of Fairfield; who embody 
in themselves all the higher elements which charac- 
terized the strong sense, unfaltering industry, and 
an integrity beyond the reach of suspicion. In pre- 
senting the proceedings of a meeting thus express- 
ing, he felt, the general voice of the nation, he would 
take occasion to say that he believed the people of 
the United Stales are more sensible of the deep interest 
involved in this question than the government of 
the United Slates seemed to be. Some three years 
ago, in the public mind of this country, there exist- 
ed an apprenension of danger of a war with Great 
Britain. It was relieved from that apprehension by 
the coming thither of a minister (Lord Ashburton) 
charged, as we were told by our government before 
the opening of the negotiation, with power to nego- 
tiate to a final and peaceful conclusion all the out- 
staqding questions in controversy between the two 
governments. It proceeded; and when there liad 
been settled those points most interesting to Great 
Britain, it was found, for the first time, that the au- 
thority of the under commission of the British nego- 
tiator did not extend to this all-important question 
of Oregon. The treaty was concluded and ratified. 
Part of the country— Hhe friends of Oregon and of 
America resident in the Great West — looked at this 
time with deep interest to the matter of obtaining 
possession of that territory by the population of the 
United States, under the guaranty of its laws. 
There was introduced here a bill for that purpose, 
which subseouently obtained the sanction of a ma- 
jority of this body, and to that extent became a law, 
so far as this body was concerned. Congress ad- 
journed; and about the second steamer which struck 
our shore from Great Britain, alter the adjournment, 
brought us the denunciation of this bill ihus passed 
in the Senate, made in Parliament by the chief min- 
isters of England— Sir Robert Peel and Lord Pal- 
merston. Well, sir, the friends of Oregon moved 
in the matter at the succeeding session; and 
at the very outset of that s^^ion they 
were met by the declaration that it was useless 
for Congress to act in this matter; that Great Brit- 
ain had despatched a minister specially charged 
with the negouation of it; and tiiat, in all prooa- 
bility, if it were delayed for a few weeks, the whole 
subject would be terminated in a manner satisfac- 
tory to the American people, and calculated forever 
to quiet the apprehension of difficulty. The action 
of Congress was in part paralyzed by. that declara- 
tion. The minister arrived; and, when he arrived, 
we were told that it was found that he was not spe- 
cially charged with this negotiation, but that he was 
a general minister, sent here to supervise the inter- 
ests of his country. But still we were told that the 
action of Congress was unnecessary, as a negotia- 
tion would be concluded before the adjournment. 
Congress adjourned, but ignorantly as ilmet, so far 
as it concerned this negotiation relative to Oregon. 
The intervening session of Congress has passed, 
anil one-half of this session has passed likewise; 
yel we know nothing about that negotiation more 
than we did the day it was commenced. The 
farmers — the tenants of the soil — whose sons would 
be the tenants of the soil of Oregon ere long, had 
taken this matter in hapd. They were urging upon 
Congress to proceed, witliout delay, to secure their 
rights and interests m that great and valuable poi^ 
tion of the globe. And now let hjpri say, that if the 
British government were really trifling with our 
government to obtain the title, our government 
ought not to trifle with the American people upon 
this subject. He believed now, as he lelievsdat 
the outset of this business, that it waa one of those 



eases which did not admit of final settlemaot by ne- 
gotiation — especially with such a power as Giaat 
Britain, who claims territory in order that, by the 
very claim, she may force the real owners into the 
nseesaity of equally dividing it with her. 

On his motion, the petition was refierrcd to the 
Select Committee on Oregon. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a petition from Lorenzo 
N. Clark, claiming indemnity for losses which me- 
erued to him as rontractor to supply the emigrating 
Indians with rations, by their failing to' emigrate at 
the period supposed in the contract: referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it waa 

Rrtohet^, T\kht the Committee on the JudiciarT be ia. 
ttructed to inquire into the expediency - of proTidinr bv 
law Tor tlie •ettlement of th<! accounts of Lorenio N. claifc 
against the United States. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of the adminia- 
tralor of William D. Clayton, deceased, late a sol- 
dier in the United States army, praying the allow- 
ance of his pay. 

Mr. WOOUBRIDGE presented a petition from 
sundrv masters of vessels and steamers on the up- 
per lakes, praying that beacon lights maybe erected 
in the entrance of the port of Chicago, a breakwater 
at Michigan city, Indiana, and that an appropriation 
may be made for the removal of obstructions in the 
mouth of that harbor, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from John B. 
Randolph, passed midshipman in the navy of the 
United States, asking additional compensatioo for 
extra services performed: referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Eliza M. Cloud, widow 
of a surgeon in the navy of the United States, and 
the petition of Francis Pottinger, a deceased navai 
officer, praying for pensions — these cases being em- 
braced in the bill which waa ordered to be engroeaed 
for a third reading yesterday. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Offic^ and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, the bill from the House authorizing the 
Postmaster General to contract with railroad com- 
panies in certain cases, without advertising for pro- 
posals therefor; and reported back, with an amend- 
ment, (which wasordered to be printed,) the bill to 
provide for the transportation of the mail between 
the United Stales and foreign countries. 

Mr. EVANS, from - the Committee on Finance, 
made an advene report in the case of Levin Weth- 
ered, praying the refunding of certain duties paid 
under the new tarifi', the goods on which ihey were 

gaid being ordered before tlie enactment of that law. 
irdered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, reported back, 
withoutamendment, the bill providing for the pay- 
ment of evidences of public debt in certain casea. i 

Also, from the same committee, to which waa re- 
ferred sundry memorials from States and railroad 
companies, praying for a remission of duties on 
railroad iron, reported a bill for the relief ef the 
Stale of Michigan, and certain railroad companiea; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Also gave notice of his intention to introduce, to- 
morrow, a bill for the relief of Joseph Morris. 

On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, the Commit- 
tee on Pensions wtu discharged from the fordier 
consideration of the petition of Nathanid Phillips, 
asking compensation for injuries received on board 
the ship John Adams; and it was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affaira. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported back, without amendment, the 
bill to extend the national road to the city of Alton, 
on the Mississippi river. The report accompany- 
ing was ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. FOSTER of New York, the 
Judiciary Committee was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Gregory Thom- 
as; and leave was granted him to withdrew hia pa- 
pen. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, Jeave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition 
and papere of George Duval, a Cherokee Inaian. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the petition of J. F. 
Caldwell, preying for indemnity for losses sustain- 
ed in consequence of the altention in bis contract 
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with the Post Office Department for carrying the 
nmil. 

Mr. BREESE, on leave, introduced a bill author- 
izing persons to whom reaerrations of land have 
been made under Indian treaties, to alienate the same 
in fee; ^lich was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

NAVAt PENSIONS. 

. The bill for the renewal of certain naval pensions 
was read the third time, and passed. 

THE GXNERAI, ORDERS. 

The regular calendar was called, on which the 
first bill in order was the Senate bill increasing the 
pay of officers of revenue cutters while temporarily 
employed in the naval service, the consideration of 
which, OS in committee of the whole, was resumed 
from last week, the pending motion being Mr. 
Datton's, to strike out the second section, which 
waa retrospective in its provisions. 
'Mr. -BAYARD recapitulated the history of this 
bill as he explained it- on a former day, when the 
subject was before under discussion in the Senate. 
In brief, it was, that the bill was founded on memo- 
rials of oiHcers of the revenue cutters employed dui^ 
ing the Florida war in the naval service, on account 
of the lightness of drait and peculiar fitness for 
coast duly of these vessels; and they co-operated 
with the navy on the coasts of Florida, Mexico, 
Texas, the West India Islands, and throughout the 
Oulf during the years 1836 and '37. This transfer 
of vessels under the control of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, to the rfavy Department, was under an old 
law which authorizes the President, of the United 
States to make this transfer whenever he shall think 
an exigency shall arise to render it necessary. For 
th« last forty or fifty years that power had not been 
aeted upon till the peculiar character of the coast 
■ervioe in the navy during the Florida war, in 
the opinion of the then President, warranted its 
exercise. Four revenue cutters for various pe- 
riods during 1836 and 1837, were thus co-operatmg 
in that service with the navy, having been trans- 
ferred from the authority of the Treasury Depart- 
ment to that of the Navy Department by order of 
the President; and their officers were made subject 
to the orders, regulations, and duties of the navy, 
with which they complied to the satisfaction of the 
department. While thus serving in the navy their 
duties were more onerous and their expenses much 
greater than they had been in the revenue service. 
Their appUcation to Congress was for a small addi* 
tional remuneration beyond their ordinary pay as 
revenue officers for the time they were in the naval 
service. The bill proposed an addition of $300 a 
year during such extra service to* captains of rev^ 
enue cutters who now receive $1,300, and so in 
proportion to the other officers. At the same time 
that the bill was framed for the reHef of the actual 
aiylicanis, it waa thought advisable by the com- 
mittee which reported it to make it a general law; 
its operation being retrospective by the second sec- 
tion in relation to the memorialists, and prospect- 
ive in its first section, and general in its future ope- 
ration. To strike out the second section as now 
proposed by the senator from New Jersey, would 
be to defeat the purpose and main object of the 
whole bill. 

Mr. DAYTON felt no special interest in the re- 
sult of his motion. He had never been captious 
about any measure perfected and recommended by 
a standing committee. But, in this case, the state- 
ment of the chairman of the Naval Committee bad 
not altered his original opinion, which was alto- 
gether hostile to this retrospective claus% He i»n- 
curred in the views taken of this subject the other day 
by the senator from Kentucky [Mr. Ckittendcn.] 
These revenue officers accepted their appointments 
subjest to the duties of their q^ce, and with a full 
knowledge of the limitation of pay for the perform- 
ance of these duties. They were liable, under the 
law of 1797, to the order of the President, should he, 
at any time, see fit to transfer - their services to the 
navy- This was one of the conditions of their office, 
and they could not possibly have any equitable 
olaim to the additional pay they now claimed for 
wlnt was only a portion of their duty. He objected 
to the indefinite and unlimited extent to which this 
retrospective clause might apply. There was po 
knowing w^hat number of applicants it might encour- 
age to prefer claims on the same principle, from the 
foundation of the government to tne present time, or 
what amount of appropriations it miglit lead to. 
Mr. BAYARD pointed out that it could not ex- 
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tend beyond the very cases of the memorialists, for 
the term waa fixed m the bin from 1835, and could 
' only apply to them. There were four revenue cut- 
ters employed in the Florida war— the Jefferson, 
Washington, Dexter, and Madison. Captain Jones 
of the Washington had already been remunerated 
by a special act in his favor. The rest of the offi- 
cers, not possibly exceeding sixteen in number, 
justly conceiving their cases as well entitled to con- 
sideration as his, memorialized Congress on the 
subject, and this bill was intended for their relief. 

Mr. WOODBURY recollected that there was 
some difficulty about their pay at the lime they 
were in the naval service, which at last 
was adjusted by giving them the same pay 
they received in the revenue service. On 
principle, the views of the senators from New Jer- 
sey and Kentucky wore probably correct; but Con- 
gress had, not only in the old law, now obsolete, but 
m the case of Captain Jones, decided that in this 
change of service there should be additional remu- 
neration; and it seemed now to be impossible to de- 
ny these applicants the same consideration awarded 
to him. As to the objection to the retrospective ac- 
tion of the second section, it was impossible to pass 
any law for the relief of claimants not retrospective 
in Its action. But if the objection only lies against 
its indefinite extension, that can be obviated by in- 
serting the names of the claimants, instead of merely 
mentioning the cutters. Its operation would then be 
confined to the applicants. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN reiterated his objections to 
the whole bill on principle. These officers accepted 
their appointments-with all the conditions of the ser- 
vice staring them in the face; and they had no right, 
because of the infrequency with which a peciiiiar 
duty was required of them, to daim extra pay for it 
as for an extra service. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE contended that, in the reg- 
ulation of pay for officers in the revenue service, 
their ordinar^ every-day duties only were taken into 
account; their liability to service in the navy being 
necessarily overlooked on account of the infrequen- 
cy of its occurrence. Whenever that change of ser- 
vice was required, as it involved additional duties 
and expense, it was only just and proper that suita- 
ble remuneration should be made. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had entertained the same 
views expressed by the senator from Kentucky, 
ever since this bill had come before the S^ate. But 
he feared it was in vain to attempt arresting this 
species of legislation for increase of salaries. He 
would not deduct one farthing from the compensation 
of our njilitary or naval officera, yet every one 
knew they were paid double--almost treble the sal- 
aries allowed ofScers of the same grade in other 
countries. He waa willing it shoiild be so: our 
officera deserve it, and let them be well paid. If 
these revenue officera who co-operated with th^ navy 
in the Florida war have claims for special extra 
duty, let them come before Congress. individually 
on the merits of their claims, and thev will have 
justice rendered to them. He objected to this bill 
establishing . a generalizing~principle as a precedent 
on the statute-book to be referred to for every future 
claim of this nature. The gentlemen can present their 
claims in some form of a private bill for individual 
relief, not obnoxious to the objection of establishing 
a precedent. He fully concurred in what the sen- 
ator from Kentucky had said as to the conditions 
on which these revenue officers accepted their ap- 
pointments They knew, or should have known, that 
one ofthase condition^ was that they should be ready 
to co-operate with the navy when ordered to do so. 
If they thought this duty too much for their pay, 
they could have resigned; and he would venture to 
say there would in one day be fifty, nay — he might 
say one hundred^ applicants ready to fill the vacan- 
cies for the salaries ailiowed in the revenue service. 

The question was then put on Mr. Dattoit's mo- 
tion to strike out the second section, and decided in 
the negative. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate, and the 
amendments previously adopted were ;Coneurredin. 

On the question of engrossment, Mr. BUCHAN- 
AN called ^i the yeas and nays; which were order- 
ed. 

The question was then taken, and the Senate re- 
fused to order the bill to be engrossed and read a 
third time — yeas 17, nays S6, as follows: 

YKAS— Mensrs. BaUf , Baj-ard, Berrien, Choate, Evani, 
FoBterof New Vork, Francia, Huntlnrton, Johniwn, Man* 
gum, Mcn-ick.Pcarco.Pbelpa, Porter, Rivas, Wo<>dbrldge, 
and Woodbory— 17. 

NAYS— Mstan. AUen, Archer, Ashley, Atchiton, Atber 



ton, Baarby, Borrow, Benton, Brssse, Bnchaaan, ClaytoD. 
Crittenden, Dayton, Okkinaon, FUiAsld, Fester of Ten- 
neaa«e,H«nnegan, Henderaon, Hnrer, Miller, Nilea, Sevier, 
Binnioaa, Sturgeon, Tsppsa, and Upham— 96. 

The next bill on the calendar was the Senate bill 
for the relief of Asa Andrews, (involving the same 
principle as the bill for the relief of Miles King, op- 
posed by Mr. Haywood on the ground of found- 
ing a claim against the government on the verdict of 
a jury in one of the cfrouit couru of the United 
States.) 

The bill was considered as in committee of the 
whole, and reported back without amendment; and, 
on the question of engrossment, Mr. TAPPAN de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

It was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time — yeas 24, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS— Meisn. Archer, Barrow, Bat«s,Bav«(d, Bentta 
Buchanan. Choate. Cla^too, Crittenden, Dayton, Evaaa' 
Francii, Huger, Huntington, Johnton, Mangnm, MlUsr' 
Feerce, Phelpa, Potter, Rives, Simmons, Vpham, and Wood^ 
bridge — 34. 

NAYS— Menra. Allen, Aabley, Atcbiaon, Atborton, Bae- 
by, Benton, Breeie, Dicldnaon, Fairfield, Foiter of Naw 
York, Merrick, Nilei, Sevier, Tappan, andWoodbuij- 1*. 
The next bill on the calendar was the Senate bill 
for the adjustment of claim* growing out of Frendt 
spoliations prior to 1800. 

On motion of Mr. CHOATE^fwho gav« notica 
that he would call up the bill on Tuesday next,) ita 
consideration was postponed. . 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, the previous oiden 
were postponed, and the private bill reported by the 
Committee on Public LADda for the relief of Wfl. 
liam ElliottrOf Fulton county, Illinois, was taken 
up, considered, and ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the Senate bill confirming and 
assenting to an act of the legislature of Virginia, en- 
titled "an act to amend an act incorporating the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal company," was taken 
up, considered, amended, and ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

The Senate bill for the relief of Wm. Fisher wa» 
next taken up, considered, ^amended, and ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The next bill in order — and which was called up 
bp Mr. TAPP.1N— was the House bill provkling for 
the election of electors of President on the same day 
throughout the United States; but, 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
And soon after adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WcDVE»DAT, January 15, 1845. 
Mr. NORRIS asked and obtained leave to pre- 
sent resolutions of the legislature of New Hamp- 
shire, on the subject of the tariff; which, on hi* mo- 
tion, were committed to the Committee of Way* 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

CtJHBEBLAND ROAD. 

Mr. C. B. SMITH asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion making the bill appropriating for the continua- 
tion of the Cumberland road through the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, the spechd order for 
Monday, 30th instant, and to continue so until dis- 
posed of. 

Objections being made in various quartera, 

Mr. S. moved to suspended the rules for this pur- 
pose, and on this motion, he called fbr the yea* and 
nays; which were ordered. 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative— (two-thirds not voting thereibr)— yea* 79, 
nays 53. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

GEORGIA CLAIMS. 

Mr. CHAPPELX. asked and obtained leare to 
offer the following; which was agreed to: 

Raalttd, That the Secratariea of War and of the Treas- 
nry report to thii Houn the amount of th« claim of th* 
Slate of Georgia against thli gOTerninent,transmitt«d by the 
executive of Oeoigia, between the lit of November, 1SS7, 
and the Ut of Novxmber 1943; and that the Secretary of the 
TreaEiiry report what amount of the appropimion of 
$175,000 tor tne payment of laid claima tast been paid to the 
State of Oeoigia, and at what timei tlie payments ware 
made. 

6. ^nd br itfarlktr rttelrtd. That the Secretaries of War 
and of the Treasury, 8n<t the Third Anditorof th* Treasnry, 
transmit to thir House all the correspondence between the 
executive of Ceorj^Li, and their respective depaitmaata in 
relation to said claims. 

Mr. VANCE, on leave, reported, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, a bill for the relief of the president, 
directors, and company of the Dismal Swamp Ca- 
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But gentlsmcn mid it waa intended that the exerdae 
of that power ahall be confined to the territory then 
poakessed. That he denied. The languaj^ of the 
constitution was as comprehensive aa the frameraof 
that organic law could make it; but to show what 
was the understanding of the framera of the coDSti' 
tution, they had abundant evidence, which all sanc- 
tioned the ronslruction he had given to it. If, however, 
there were no such evidence, he held that the lao- 
guaee of the conalitution was suSSciently plain and 
intelligible, and that its phraseolo^ cnvned the 
whole idea in the fullest possible manner. But they 
were not wanting in the means to prove the inten- 
tion of the framera of the constitution in adopting 
ta phraseology; nor were they wanting in ezampfes 
and precedents under the constitution to show what 
waa the construction which its framera put upon it. 
"New States may be admitted into the Union." Some 
eentlc man said by this construction of that danaa 
Congress might admit Holland or England; and he 
(Mr. B.) admitted that they might; but the fraoiers 
of the conatiwtion relied on the good sense and in- 
telligence of Congress, with a confidence that 
the power would not be exerciasd unwisely. 
He would ask if, at the time the eonatitutioB 
was adopted, the powers of Europe were not en- 
largine their territories, and the spherea of their 
poww And did they suppose that the framera of 
the conatitution intended to deny to the confederated 
Slates the power to extend the limits of this repub- 
lic beyond those to which it was then confined? 
Could it be suppoaed that such a thing ever entered 
their minds for a solitary moment? No; they in- 
tended to place the government on a basia which 
would maRe it as powerful as any government on 
the face of the globe— one whoae influence should 
be spread with its civil and religious libertiea, to the 
' utmost possible limits. But when they doubl^ 
as to the interpretations of constitutions and oonati- 
tutional law, tney were called upon to look to the 
objects for which it was needed, and to the inten- 
tions of the law-makers at the time. But he would 
ask if it waa not contempUted, at the time the con- 
stitution was founded, that the Canadaa might be 
taken into the Union: and it waa for this purpoae, 
amongst otheM, that the power waa left wid« 
enough by the constitution, whenever the Canadaa 
were prepared to break the yoke of their bondaee 
and 'frame a republican government. No man could 
deny that such was the idea of the framera of th« 
constitution. Bat they«had still stronger evidence 
than all this. In .the convention which adopted 
the conMitution, an amendment waa propoaea, in 
Committee of the Whole, to give power to admit 
new States, to be created out of the then territory of 
the United States; but that amendment was rejected; 
and the rejection of that proposition showed as 
clearly'as if it had been written in letters of light, 
what was the true meaning of the convention in the 
Dae of thia phraaeology. But we were not witho'ot 
precedents also to show the meaning of the consti- 
tution. It was of course recollected that the consti- 
tution was adopted by nine Slates of the Union. 
Nine States originally constituted the Union. Nine 
Slates elected Washington the first President of the 
Union. And how did North Carolina come into 
thia confederacy? She was not m the Union at 
first, nor did she contribute to the election of the 
first President. She was a free, sovereign, and in- 
-dependent State. She had her own porta, and col- 
lected berawn duties, and exercised sovereign powers. 
The confederation of this republic was accomplished 
without her. How then did she come here? She 
came as Texas now asks to be admitted. By her 
solemn councils she adopted the constitution of the 
United States, and then^sked admission to the con- 
federation. A gentleman had told them that her 
people were our people, and her intiitutiona were 
ours; and so might they regard Texas. But North 
Carolina was a free and sovereign and independent 
State, and was so at the time she was admitted into 
the Union. The act of that State was the act of the 
State herself; she knocked at the door of ^e con- 
federacy, and the door was wide enough to admit 
her. I'hat was a case in point. She adopted otir 
principles as her fundament{il law, and there were 
not then heard any of the constitutional objectioDs 
which were now raised. He might state other ex- 
amples, but that was sufilciently weighty, occurring, 
as It did, but a few years after the adoption of the 
constitution, and when the men who fralned the 
constitution were legislating on this' floor. So far, 
then, as constitutional questions were concerned, he 
thought there could be no doubt that w>e could either 
•cqutre territory or admit new States. If, hovevor, 
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nal; which read « tret end eecond time, and referred 
io the Committee of the Whole House. 

XNNEXATIOn AGAIN. 

Mr. BURKE aaked the general consent of the 
House to introduce a bill to provide for the admis- 
sion of the repubhc of Texas as a stats into this 
Union. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. B. moved to auapeod the rules for this pur- 
pose. 

Mr. HALE called for the ytpa and nays; which 
beingordered, the question was taken, and decided 
iq the affirmative — yeas 126, nays 32— -as follows: 

TEAS— Meun. Adami, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinton, 
Bayly, Barringer, Beher, Benton. Bidlack, Janiei Black, 
BlacKwen, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Buffington, Burke, Bun, Caldwell, 
Campbell, Carroll, Cnappell, Chilton, Cljnch, CUngmaii. 
Clinton, Cobb, Collamer, CuUom, Bana, Daniel, Garrett 
Davlg, John W. Davii, Dellet, Dickey, DillinKhain, Drom- 

f'oole, Duncan, Ounlap, Ellii, Elmer, Fance, Ficklin, 
French, Ulddlngi, Orinnell, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammett, 
Haralson, Hays, Henley, Harrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Hous- 
ton. Raliard, Hughe*, Charles J. InganoU, Jenka, Cave 
Johijson, Parley B.Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Q. W. Jones, 
Andiev Kenn^y, tDaniel P. Kinr, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, 
Leonard, Lucas, McCauslen Maciay, McClelland, MeCon* 
* neU, McDowell, Mcllvaine, MaKay, Matthews, Edward 
Joy Morris, Isaac £. Morse, Moselcy, Murphy, Newton, 
Norris, Owen, Parmenter, EllKba B. Potter, Purdy, Charles 
M. R«ed, Darld 8. Keid, Reduig, Rhelt, Hitter, Koberts, 
Robinson, Rodney, Russell, St. John, Sample, Saundors, 
Thomaa H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Thomas 
Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, John Stewart, 
James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Summers, Sykes, 
Taylor, ThomasBon, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, went- 
worth, John White, Benjamin White, Williams, Winthrop, 
Woodward, William Wnght, and Joseph A. Wright— 125. 

NAVS— Messrs. Abbot, Baker, Brengle, Catlin, Crans- 
ton, Richard D. J)avi>, Deberrr, Florence, Orider, Hale, 
Edward 3. Hamlin, Hardin, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Marsh,, Freeman H. Morae. Nes, Patexson, Frvston, Rath- 
bun, Rockwell, Rogers, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Ty- 
ler, Vance, Vanmeter, iVintan, Wethered, and Wheaton, 

—as. 

The rules being suspended, the bill was read aa 
follows: 

A bill t» provide for the admission of the rspvblie of Texts 
as a state into this Unton. 

Beit tnarttd hf the Stnalt and Hove of Bepreienfttivrt ef 
M< OniMt Simlrl <jf .imtrica >n Cimfrem —eemUei, That 
the Congrats do\h consent that the territory known as the 
republic of Texas, and rightfully belonging to the same, 
may be erected Into a new State, to be called the State of 
Texas, with a republican form of garemment, to be adopted 
by the people orsaid republic in such mode as the dulyHKin- 
stituted authorities thereof may prescribe, in order that the 
■ame may be admitted as one ot the States of this Union. 

Sec. 2. ^nd be it further enacted, That the constitntion 
of the State of Texas, with the proper evidence of its 
adoption by the people of Texas, shalihe transmitted to the 
President of the United States, to be laid before Congress 
for its final action, on or before the lirst day of January, 1846. 
Sec. S. ^nd it it/urther enacted. That the aforesaid terri- 
tory may be divided into new States not exceeding four in 
number, and, having a suillcient population, may be admit- 
ted into the Union under the terms and provisions of the 
redertl constitution: Prdridtd, That such States as may be 
formed out of said territory lying south of 36 deg. 30 min. 
north latitude, commonly known as the Mitjouri compro- 
mise line, shall be admitted into the Union with or without 
slaves, aa the people of each State asking admission may de- 
sire, ' 

Sec 4. Jtnd.ht it farther enacted. That the President of 
the United Slates, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, is hereby authorize.! to adjust and settle all quea- 
tions relating to the boundaries of said territory which mav 
arise with other governments, 

Sf.c. ». J},ul he u/urlher enacted, That said State, when ad- 
mitted into the Union, after ceding to the United Stales all 
mines, minerals, salt lakes, and springn, and aluo all public 
edifices, except her capltol. court-houses, Jails, and other 
hnildings adapted to Stale and county purposes, and all forli- 
ficationif, barracks, ports and harbors, navy and navy.yards 
docki, magazines, arms, armaments, and all other property 
and means pertaining to the public defence, belonring to 
said republic of Texas, shaU retain all the public funds, 
debts, taxes, and dues of every kind which may belong or 
he due to said republlCi and shall also retain all the public 
■ lands lying within its Lmits, to be applied to the payment of 
the debts and liabilities of the said republic of Texas- and 
the residue of said lands after discharging said debts anii lia- 
bilities, may be disposed of as said State shall direct: Prori- 
ded. That in no event shall said debts and liabilities be as- 
sumed by, or become a charge upon, the government of the 
United States. 

Sr.c. 8. .4*4 he it further enacted. That all questions. Claims 
and dijnates in regard to land titles ari.ing within the teri 
ritorial llmiU of Texas, shall bo adjusted,' settled, and deci- 
ded by the courts and authorities of said State, subject to 
g^lJ»"™"'*">a»'J«ri«dicUon of the courts of the United 

Ssc. ejlnd U it further enacted. That the foregoing condi- 
Uons and guamntiM when accepted by the constituted 
authoriUes of Tex.,, shall be th"; fun^mentS^ it^h of 
onion between said republic and the United Slates. 

TB? bill was then read the second time; and on 
inotionof Mr. BURKE, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. QRINNELL, by geaend consent, offered 



the following resolution; which waa considered and 
adopted: 

Remind, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to nport to this House the best mode of publishing and 
disposing of maps and charts of the surveys made by the 
late exploring expedition; and ^»o for placing the plates on 
which said surveys have been engraved (under the direc- 
tion of the Joint Library Committee) under the care-of the 
Secretary of the Navv. 

REANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 
On motion by Mr. HARALSON, the House re- 
solved iLself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
slateof the Union, and resumed the consideraton 
of the joint resolutions for the reannexation of Tex- 
as. 

Mr. BOWLIN, who was entitled to the floor, ob- 
served that there waa no necessity for his calling 
the attention of the committee to the vast import- 
ance of this subject. Even its opponents would ac- 
kuowledge that it was the most important question 
that ever came before the councils of this nation. 
It was not only important in the view of the value 
of the property involved in the measure, but it bis- 
come more important considering its political rela- 
tions, and its bearings on the welfare and strength 
' of the Union. It became also important from the 
consideration that the people of this Union bad 
passed upon it, and declared, in a manner admitting 
of no doubt or cavil, that Texas should be annexed 
to the United States. Then Caaid Mr. B.)ifwe 
are not disposed, as their representatives, to violate 
their will, our duty becomes imperative to carry it 
out without delay. The people had decided the ab- 
stract question that Texas ahould be admitted into the 
Union; and they had leil to their representatives, as 
more capable of doing so, the discretion of decidihg 
on the mode and terms of annexation. Texas was 
a country as extensive as the largest of the Euro- 
pean powers; and possessing a climate which en- 
hanced its TsJue, it was destined at some future day, 
whether annexed or not, to become one of the most 
important empires on the continent. Tlien no Amer- 
ican patriot could hesitate as to the propriety of Uie 
acquisition of that country? The only aiffioulty that 
remained was as to the power of this government 
to accomplish it. He should endeavor, Aerefore, to 
submit a few views in relation to the constitutional 
objections that had been brought forward by gentle- 
men on the opposite side. The most hnpoitant and 
most frequent objections that had been made to the 
annexation of Texas, had arisen on constitutional 
grounds. They had been plainly and frankly sta- 
ted; and he should endeavor to reply to them. On 
entering upon the constitutional question, he laid it 
down as an axiom that could not be controverted, 
that every sovereign government had the power of 
acquiring territory; and this power had been exer- 
cised by all the independent governments that ever 
existed. He did not know that it was necessary to 
adduce authority to prove the truth of thia axiom. 
It Was too plain for cavil; and the man who doubted 
it must doubt even the existence of government 
itself. But it might be said that ours was a limited 
and restricted government, and that though the pow- 
ers of the Old World possessed the power of ac- 
quiring foreign territory, yet the limitations and re- 
strictions in our constitution forbade it. 

He agreed with gentlemen, that whatever might 
be the value of Texas, he would not touch her if it 
would be a violation of the constitution. He held 
to a strict construction of the constitution; for that 
instrument was the only safeguard of this country. 
But he asserted that the acquisition of this territory 
was not in hostility to the constitution. The acqui- 
sition of territory was one of our inherent rights as a 
sovereign power; and if it does exist, where had it 
an existence? Under the federal constitution all 
pawers were divided between the State and general 
governments in their respective spheres. If, then, it 
did exist, he denied that power existed in the State 
governments to enter into compacts with foreign 
powers, and hence it must exist in the government of 
the United States. The provision of the constitu- 
tion which prohibited the State governn*cts from 
entering into compacts w^th foreign powers without 
the consent of (Congress was clear and explicit; and, 
therefore, the irresistible conclusion was, that it 
was in the general government; for it was certain 
that it existed somewhere as a necessary ingredient 
of our sovereignty. But they were not to stop here 
on mere abstract principles. The constitution itself, 
in language too plain to be misunderstood, author- 
ized the acquisition of territory. What was its lan- 
guage? "New States may be admitted by the Con- 
gress into this Union." Could they imagine lan- 
guage more clear and compreheosive ^im thia? 



CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



141 



th« aigumeiita of some gentlemen were correct, we 
could not acquire territory at all by any of the re- 
CfMfniaed mouea of conquest, discovery, gift, or 
otnerwise; but he could not believe that it was ever 
intended that we should be thus restrained. 

But to follow this subject a little further. What 
had been the practice of this government.' Why, 
from the days of the formation of the constitution, 
■we had been constantly acquirinK territory. The 

fentleman from Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis] yester- 
ay said that, if tlie House undertook to exercise 
Hum power, it would trench on the treaty-making; 
power. But be (Mr. B.) contended that the acqui- 
sition of territory could be accomplished in both 
■wnys. North Carolina was not admitted by treaty; 
the other outstanding States were not admitted by 
treaty; Louisiana was not admitted by treaty; it was 
by contract. That nart of Louisiana lying between 
the Ferdido river and the Mississippi was admitted by 
bill. Florida was admitted by treaty, and thus the 
examples were both ways; and he therefore denied 
that treaty was the only way in which territory 
could be acquired. They did not hear the objec- 
tions now raised in 1811 and 1813, when, by act of 
CongrsBS, the country lying between the Ferdido 
river and the Mississippi was taken into this con- 
federacy by being added to Louisiana at the solici- 
tation of that little, republic herself, now the con- 
gressional district represented by Cleneral Dawson 
on this floor. And why were these constitutional 
objections nused at the times he had enumerated? 
"Were we worse than our fathers? Do we know 
more of constitutional law than they who framed 
the constitution? 

The next ouestion, then, which arose, if he had 
been successful in showing that we had the power 
to acquire tenitory, was, has Texas the right and the 

tower to demand admission into this confederacy! 
he had acquired the right by her arms. By what 
title do we hold our power? By what tenure do we 
hold sovereign power in this republic? By the pow- 
er of the arms of freemen, who won it on the battle 
field. And such was the tenure on which Texas 
stood. 

He (hen quoted, liroi^ the appendix to the Federal- 
ist, Mr. Madison's authority for the abolition of old 
governments and the establishment of new ones by 
anynation; and he argued, ob this authority, thai, 
as Texas was free, (having acquired her independ- 
enoe by the blood of her freemen,) she might do 
anything which a sovereign and independent nation 
may do. He quoted other authorities to the same 
purport. Was, then, (he inquired,) Texas free, 
sovereign, and independent' He bad not time to go 
over the scenes which had been enacted between 
Texas and Mexico, but he would simply say that 
Texas acquired her independence on the plains of 
San Jacinto, and she there sealed it with the blood 
of her best patiiots. One gentleman [Mr. C. B. 
Smith] had told them that, by the acquisition of 
Texas, they robbed Mexico; but this he (Mr. B.) 
denied. T^xaa had won her independence by. her 
arms; she had erected her banner there, and bade 
defiance to a congregated world. Texu was free 
and independent, and she had a right to enter into 
this compact, or to give herself to this Union. 

Texas could give and we could accept; she was as 
sovereign as Spain; and if this appeal now made by 
her proved fruitless, the day was not ftr distant 
when tjf» banners of Texas should wave more bril- 
liantly than those of old Spain. 

Then, if we bad the constitutional right to annex 
Texas, and she had the undoubted authority to esk 
to be admitted, the only question remaining to be 
decided was the question of expediency; and he 
contended that it was a great national queition — a 
question addressing itself as will to the man from 
Massachusetts as from South Carolina. If it were 
a sectional question, it would belong to the valley of 
the Mississippi, and not to the South, as was so 
much argued; but he denied emphatically that it was 
a sectional question. 

He proceeded to refer to the commercial advanta- 
ges that would arise from ansexation to this coun- . 
try; in proof whereof he noticed the fact that its area 
was almost equal to that of the original thirteen 
States; that slie was a fertile cotton growing region; 
that, in case she were to enter into commercial trea- 
ties with foreign governments, she would be ena- 
bled, by her crop nf cotton raised from her virgin 
soil, to drivs us out of tiie foreign market. Thus 
England, whose power dotted all the countries of 
the globe, he argued, would not be reluctant to do 
' t^is. Texas was a port and parcel of otu country; 



its wars were our wars; and if she were suffered to 
slip from us, she might never be regained. 

But the acquisition of Texas in a militsry point 
of view was of vast importance. Look at the pos- 
session of Texas with regard to the Gulf and to the 
great valley of the Mississippi! He spoke of the 
commercial importance of New Orleans, now the 
recipient of the productive labor of seven millions 
of people, the second commercial city in our repub- 
lic; and in a few years, hy the irresistible laws oi 
nature and of trade, destmed to b« the first city, not 
only in this republic, but on the globe. What would 
be the position of that city, and of the valley of the 
Mississippi, if Texas were in possession of a pow- 
erful-commercial nation who would employ its 
arms in battling and destroying the commerce of 
our own great gulf? And he was no general; but 
give him an army on the plains of Texas, and he 
could reach and mvade New Orleans before we could 
call down our forces from Tennessee to her defence; 
they had but to float down the Red river to fall 
right into the city dt New Orleans. He depicted 
the fearful condition of our southern frontier and 
country in case of an invasion in this way from 
foreign forces, in conjunction with the 150,000 hos- 
tile savages of the western borders of Arkansas; 
and, in addition to all this, the horrors of their situa- 
tion, aggravated by ths servile insurrection which, 
as a matter of course, would be excited. Wi<s 
England too good to do this? Let her barbarities in 
Hindostan answer. 

It had been argued by almost every gentleman on 
ths opposite side that the great difficulty upon this 
subject was the compromise line; and he spoke the 
language Of bis people when he said they preferred, 
Texas without it; but also when he further said that 
Texas was worth too much to be thrown away for 
a compromise. Give the compromise if necessary. 
But the idea was frequently advanced that the an- 
nexation of Texas would be the enlarging the area 
of slavery on this continent. It was a mistaken idea. 
Reject Texas, and she was all a slave territory. And 
not only this; but the day was not far distant when 
the flag of Texas (if not annexed) would wave over 
the city of theMontezumas, and slavery would then 
be extended over all this territory. That was the work- 
ing of thisso-much boasted philanthropy. Andwhen 
Texas reached Central America (as she would reach 
it) slavery would follow in its train. If gentlemen 
really wished, as they so londly professed, to show 
humanity towards the slave, and to restrict the area 
of slavery, did it not appear, in the light of this argu- 
ment, that the most direct way to effect it was to ad- 
mit Texas? 

He was not disposed to draw a distinction between 
the different plans proposed for annexation. He 
had his dioice; he had his partiality for that of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Droucoole,] and of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wkller;] but as 
far as he was concerned, representing in put the 
people of Missouri, he was ready to adopt any meas- 
ures, by fair and honorable terms, to acquire that 
tenitory. 

Mr. B.'s hour here expired. 

Mr. HARDIN obtained the floor. He announced 
that he should waive the discussion of the constitu- 
tional question, (which he did not consider the 
strongest objection,) because of the impossibility of 
reaching the minds of those who avowed them- 
selves uie friends of annexation, who (he said) 
claimed to be the strict constructionists par exul- 
Unce, but who were always able to find authority 
in the constitution for anything which they favored; 
while that to which they were opposed was inva- 
riably discovered to be unconstitutional. He 
avowed, while he believed, Mexico had a right to 
Texas if she aflirmed that right ■ by fair, open war, 
in a reasonable time; at the same time he did not 
admit that any other nation hod the right to inter- 
fere in this matter. It was a question with which 
Mexico, Texas, and the United States, and no other 
powers, had ^^o. Further, if Texas was annexed 
oy the meanMproposed, and did, in purauance of 
the compact by which it was effected, dissolve her 
government, and come into ours, then, unless tlie 
annexation were declared null and void by the su- 
preme judicial authority of the country, (which he 
did not anticipate,) be should consider Texas 
as an integral part of this Union, and entitled to be 
defended by all our forces in case of invasion or 
danger. Permit him to say, that his sympathies 
had always been with the Texians. He rejoiced 
that there was reason to believe, as was declared by 
the President of Texss , thauthere was not ths least 



danger of their ever being again subject to the Mex- 
ican yoke. 

They oflen heard it said that there was danger of 
Great i3ritain taking possession of Texas. For one, 
he said, in case of such an attempt, be thought it 
would be our duty to interfere to prevcfht Great 
Britain from accomplishing this scheme. But there 
was no reason for anticipating such a thing. 

He considered all these different questions, which 
had been brought forward by the imaginations of 

fentlemen, about the danger of Texas coming un- 
cr the dominion or control of Great Britain, to be 
mere bugbean held up to those who have a mind to 
be frightened. 

But he would first speak of the objections to this 
measure — the firet of which in order was the liabil- 
ity this government was to assume to pay the debts 
of Texas, however created. It was true they were 
estimated at ten millions of dollara; but there was 
every reason to believe that diey amounted to con- 
siderably more. Indeed, their amount never hod 
been satisfactorily ascertained, and he did not be- 
lieve that Texas nerself knew it. But what good 
reason was tliere that this government should as- 
sume the debts of Texas? ft had been argued that, 
because we were to get their lands, we should pay 
their debts; but this could not be the- true reason, or 
it would have been stated so in the treaty. Uei% 
Mr. H. read extracts from the clauses of the treaty 
providing for the assumption of the debts of Texas. 
The true reason was, that, as the United States are 
' to acquire the sovereignty of Texas, have posses- 
sion of her forts snd arsenals, and her army and 
navy, we must take upon ourselves her wars, and 
tlierefore, of necessity, assume her debts. He then 
went on, by an examination of the country, to show 
that the lands remaining unsold would not be sufi- 
cient to pay the debts of Texas; and on this part of 
the subject, he submitted a m^, to show that a 
large portion of the territory which hod been repre- 
sented as fertile and productive was nothing but a 
desert. 

Mr. H. next argued against the expansion of ths 
territory of the Union; and he considered the desire 
for the acquisition of foreign territory not patriot- 
ism, but national ambition and national aggrandiss- 
ment. From this branch of the subject he prooeed- 
ed to the discussion of the question of slavery, as 
connected with this question, and contended that 
the measure was designed for the expcuision and 
perpetuation of slavery — referring to the correspond- 
ence of Mr. Upshur and Mr. CiQhoun to prove the 
truth of this position. 

He plainly denounced slavery as a curse to the 
people amongst whom it exists; and when they of 
the free States were asked to extend to dominion of 
slavery, they were asked to do that which was re- 
volting to them. They were, however, willing to 
adhere to the compromises of the constitution. If 
annexation, as was said, would draw slavery from 
existing slave States, why, he asked, had not the 
slaves been withdrawn from Maryland, Vii;ginia 
and Kentucky to the rich lands of the MisaiisippL' 
The idea, he said, wu absurd; and they did not in- 
tend to be deceived and cheated by such proposi- 
tions as bad been made to them. If there was sny 
question that could disturb this Union to its centre, 
it was the slave question; and it must be settled 
before the annexation of Texas, if they desired to 
avoid its dangers. He said he believed there was 
a majority on this floor opposed to annexation, but 
it remained to be seen if they would not sacrifice 
their judgments to party obligations. 

Mr. SEVERANCE said the question had been 
spoken of as sectional, and peculiarly for the benefit 
ot the South; but the benefit of any particular sec- 
tion of the Union by any act of l^islation there 
would not, with him, afford ground fbr objection; for 
there was scarcely any act of legislation done by 
this government which operated with perfect equal- 
ity on every part of the country. The only ques- 
tion in his mind was. Is it right? Isitproperf Will' 
it be injurious to the whole community? Will it be 
consistent with the honor of the country? He had 
paid some attention to this subject, and he was well 
satisfied that there was an insurmountable barrier 
before them, in the progress of annexation, iu the 
constitution of the country. He was satisfied that 
there was no constitutional power in this govern- 
ment which enabled Congress to admit foreign terri- 
tory into this Union. This was the opinion of Mr. 
Gallotion, Mr. Jefferson's Secretary of the Treas- 
iiry. It was ths opinion of men who might be ooo- 
sidared the Attbers of the democratic party. It was 
Um opinioQ of Mr. Calhoun in 1814, then a mem> 
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ber of the democratic party. But if, aa aoinft gen- 
tlonen contended, this waa a power inherent and 
inetdeodl to toTcrei^ty — if ine^ could do vxj- 
thiog which waa not prohibited, aa an in- 
eidant of aoverei^ty,— they could aboliah al&- 
varjr in the Slates. Bat thia vaa a doctrine 
wbieli be did not admit But, independent of 
of the alavery queation, which waa here involved, 
be objected to annexation in the present posture of 
■fiira, for be could not do it consiatently with the 
(ood fiuth and honor of the country; and if the 
qaastioD waa aubmitted lo him — much as he ab- 
nomd slavery — in a position which would make it 
entirely free from elaverv'— if the ordinance of 1787 
were applied to the wnoie of it, he would vote 
a^ainat annexation, beeaoae be considered it uncon- 
•ututional, and as doing injustice to Mexico, 
and therefore staining the honor of tbia country. 
Ha hoped gentlemen would not overlook the history 
of our n^otiations with that country. He alluded 
to the attempt to obtain Texas by nmtialioa in 
1831; and to the attempt of Mr. Forsyui (who was 
tb«n in Mncico) to obtain a treaty cession in 1839, 
on (be payment of five millions of dollars, with the 
willingnesa to go one million further. He next ad- 
verted to the Bubseqnent attempts made by Mr. 
Batter. 

He next spoke of the fitting out ot expeditions , 
from this country to wrest Texas from Mexico, and ' 
annex her to this country;and then proceeded to say 
that it had been asserted that the question of annex- 
ation bad been settled by the people in the late elec- 
tion. He believed there were many who desired 
to extend oar territory; but that the manner of doing 
it was an open queation. He did not believe that 
the people bad determined the manner in which 
Texas ahoald be annexed to the Union. The Stale 
of Maine bad given some 10,000 majority for Polk 
and Dallaa in the late election; but still her governor 
ia bis message had' spoken of the acquisition of that 
territory aa a question of great delicacy, and at one 
which must be settled on just and honorable terms, 
and by negotiations to be confided to the adminis- 
tration about to succeed lo power. He did not ad- 
mit the interference of this government at all. The 
paopla of Maine were not wedded to any of these 
achemes now proposed; and in the Senate of her 
legislature resolutions on this subject were rejected 
by a majority of 34 to 7 — by a body in which there 
were but three whigs. 

H« referred to the fact, that one year ago, when 
resolutions against the annexation of Texas had 
passed the House of Representatives, and were laid 
on the table of the same Senate who had now re- 
versed their action. What kind of instructions 
were these from the legistature and the people of 
Maine? 

Our government, be said, had not preserved that 
nsutraltty which became her in the contest between 
Mexico and Texas; she had sent Qeneral Gnines 
with an armed force of the United States into Texas 
with the pretext of preventing the hostilities of the 
Caddo Indians. He referred at length to the histo- 
ry of the past to show that this was but an empty 
pretext; and that the real object was to aid the Tex- 
lans in the conquest of Mexico, (as was declare by 
the governor ot Louisiana, when he refused to raise 
troops for this purpose, and as was declared by 
General Macomb.) The battle of San Jacinto was 
fought, and was (he said) not by Texians, but by 
citirens of the United States, two-thirds of whom 
afterwards returned to the United States. When 
their independence was thus acquired, application 
was made by ber for admission into our con- 
federacy — not by the action of both. Houses of 
Congress, (they did not dream of such a tl>ing 
at that ume,) but by treaty; and Mr. Von Bu- 
ren at that time instructed Mr. Forsyth to sa^ 
that as long as Texas remained at war with Mexi- 
co, so long the annexation of Texas necessarily 
devolved that war upon us. To show this, he 

Quoted from the letter of Mr. Forsyth. Mr. Van 
lureo was right on that subject in 1837; and he 
was right in 1844. The ehainnan of the Commits 
tee on Foreign Affairs said that there was no danger 
of a war wiu) Mexico. Mr. Van Buren said there 
was. The Mexican minister said so. But the in- 
dependence of the country had not been achieved. 
So said Mr. Upshur at one time, and so said the 
President at one time. If Texas waa independent, 
and able to maintain her indepcndenoe, there could 
be no necessity for annexation. If she was not able 
to achieve it — if ahe had nol accomplished it, then 
we had no right to make a treaty with hei. 
The chairman of the Comifiittee on Focetcn JU- 



&irs also said there was no danger of a war with 
England in case of annexation. Who knew this? 
If there WIU any arrangement by which England 
was to take Cuba, or a part of Oregon, in case we 
annexed Texas, it must be some sort of agreement 
by which she was' sure to get the better. He wish- 
ed no such combination for the spoliation of a 
weaker power — no such- partition of country like the 
partition of Poland. 

Mr. S. read extracts from a speech of Mr. Wise, 
during the last Congress, in which, in connection 
with uie annexation of Texas, something was said 
about the plundering of Mexico, the rifling her 
churchea, Ac., and that the result would be the ex- 
tension of slavery, so that it would not stop short 
of the western ocean; and, as corroborative evidence 
of this design to extend slavery on the part of 
oihers who were connected with the annexation 
movement, he referred to the fact that, in the cot^ 
respondence accompanying it, the treaty was ex- 
prMsly put on this ground; <nd further, (he said,) 
that when it was heard that France and England 
were going to guaranty the independence of Texas, 
our mmister [Mr. King] was despatched to France 
to protest against it, (tne independence of Texas 
was the last thing our government wanted at that 
time,) and to tell France that if the progress of 
emancipation was arrested on this continent, and if 
slavery were restored where the Mexicans had 
abolished it, we could send the tropical productions 
at a much lower rate than if culuvated by white 
labor. Here was a conspiracy to clieapcn labor, lo 
extort the greatest possible amount of labor at the 
lowest compensation. How often had we heard 
tirades on this floor against this very thing on the 

Eart of the British government — against the com- 
inations in Great Britain to bringdown and to keep 
down the price of laber there? Mr. S. dwelt at 
some length on this portion of his subject. 

Mr. S. then combated the argument that the an- 
nexation of Texas was necessary to prevent smug- 
gling, and then proceeded to argue that this country, 
under the Louisiana treaty, never hod a right to the 
country. 

Mr. HAMMETT then obtained the floor, and 
moved that the committee rise; which motion being 
adopted. 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

Br Mr. St. JOHN: The petition of Chtrle* P. Jndton and 
46 otherv, citizens of Vermillion, Ohio, ailuDg Congreks to 
make an appropriation \d cootinue tlie ImproTement of the 
harbor of that'placei alio tlie same petitlonun asli for au ap- 
propriation to continue the improrement of the hartior at 
Sanduskj cU>, Ohio: referred lo the Committee on Com- 
mtrce. 

By .Mr. MACLAVi The memorial and evidence of Henry 
"Wnght, adiniajstrdtor of M'm. Dunce, deceased, praying 
compensation for Injurj- bv burning his property, Sic. 

By Mr. SHEPARI) CAKY: The petition of John K. H. 
Hall and others for a reduction of postage: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Ollice and Post Roads. 

By .Mr. DUNLAP; The petition of Ann* Oreffan, of Port- 
land, Maine, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. HOOK: The memorial of the mayor and aldermen 
of the city ofUaienn, asl^iog an appropriation of land for the 
erection and endowment of a marine hospital in the said 
city of Galena: referred to the Committee on Public Lauds. 

By Mr. K. J. MOBRiS: Two petitions from ciUrens of 
Philadelphia, asking a modification of the naturalization 
laws, and an entenaiun of the time of probatiou^ also a peti- 
tion from citizens of Philadelphia, asking the aboUUon of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Isaac Hulseand other*, 
surgeons and assistant surgeons in the navy, praying that 
the rank of meiUcal officen in the navy may be attinillsled 
to that of the medical otnccrs in the army. 

Br Mr. PHtENIX: The petition of .Mn. Ann Mix, widow 
of the late commander Merrin 8. Mix, for compensation for 
the use of the manger stopper, invented by her husband. 

IN SENATE. 
Thuridat, January 16, 18 W 

The PRESIDENT pro fern, laid before the Sen- 
ale a communication m>m the Postmaster General, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of uie 6lh January, information received 
since the commencement of the present session, 
iUustrairve of the operation of the penny .postage 
system of England, and the effect upon thCrev<?nues 
of the Post (Mice Department by the reduced rates. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, 1,500 copies of 
the above report, in addition to the usual quantity, 
were ordered lo be printed for the use of the Senate, 
and 1,000 eopiee for the Poet OfBoe Department, for 
diatribotion to the deputy postmasiers throughout 
the Union. 



On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the condition 
of the custom-house at New Orleans, was ortlered lo 
be printed, and referred lo the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. SEVEIR pres<ailed a petition from Samuel 
Norrisand others, sureties of Luban C. Howell, 
laie receiver of the public moneys in Arkansas, ask- 
ing permisaion, by law, to compromiae with the 
govemmeni: referred lo the JudioaryCommittee. 

Also presented a petition from G. W. Patruck, of 
Arkansas, praying for the esublishment of a mail 
route from Clarksville lo Carroll, in that State: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Poet Office and Post 
Roads. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
Mr. TAPPAN, from the Joint Committee on the 
Library, lo which waa recommitted the bill to 
establish the Smithsonian institution for the increase 
and diffuaion of knowledge among men, reported 
the same back with several amendments; which were 
ordered to be printed. He gave notice that he 
would aak for the consideration of the bill to- 
morrow. . . . , , 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a paper wtucii be 
would, when the bill came up for conndeiatioia, ot 
fer as an amendment. It was ordered to be printed. 
On motion by Mr. CHOATE, the Committee on 
the Library were diacharged from the further con- 
sideration of the resqluuon of the Senate instruct- 
ing them to inquire into the expediency of author- 
izuig the publisher of Elliott's debates to append lo 
that work Mr. Madison's report of the debates 
of the convention on the formation of the consu- 
tution. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee en the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back, with an 
amendment, (which was ordered to be printed,) the 
bill relative to the appointment of assistants to the 
Postmaster General. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, in^oduced a bill granlii^ 
a petition to Joseph Morris; which was twice read, 
and referred lo the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, the petidod and 
papers of Byron M. Darling and others, concerning 
the loss of the papers of the fishing schooner St. 
Cloud, of Bluehill, were ordered lo be taken from' 
the files, and, with additional evidence he then pre- 
sented, referred lo the Committee on Commerce. 

The adverse report of the Committee on the Poet 
Office and Post Roads, in the case of J. F. Caldwell, 
coming up for consideration, was, on the motion of 
Mr. ARCHER, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from the 
watchmen employed in the Poet Office Department, 
asking for compensation equal to that received by 
the watchmen of other departments: referred totbe 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The following bills from the House were read 
twice, and referred, as follows: 

The bill to correct a clerical error in the act sup- 
plementary to the act to regulate arrests in mesne 
process in the District of Columbia, and to amend 
the title of that law: referred lo the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

The bill to authoriie the sale of two Arabian 
horses received as a present by the consul^f the 
United States at Zanzibar, in the dominions of the 
Imaum of Muscat; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The following bills were read the third time and 
passed, vir: , , . 

The bill entided "An act for the rebef of the hetrs 
of Williams Fisher, deceased." 

The bill entitled "An act for the icbef of Asa 
Andrews." 

The bill entitled "An act assenting to an act of 
the legislature of Virginia, entitled An act further 
to amend the act to incorporate thb Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal." _ 

The bill for the relnf of William Elliott, jr., of 
Fulton county, Illinois. 

ORE(M)N — CORRECTION. 
Mr ARCHER rose to ask the attention of ihe 
Senate lo an explanalioa relative to a paragraph 
which had appeared in one of the morning papers of 
this city. It would be in the recollection oflhs 
Senate, that yesterday, in reply to the inquiry of an 
honorable senator from Ohio. fMr. Allbi,] wheth- 
er any communication had been received from the . 
Department of Stale, in answer to a restdelion 
which he had sent there some weeks ago, he (Mr. 
A.) had slated that no communication had bees re- 
ceived: and for the purpose of gw^uit •^'>* '"j 
' /igiiizea D kJWT\^ 
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further solicitude on the part of that gentleman, he 
would tell him that a commuuication might be ex- 
pected in a short time; that wa« to say, in time for 
the action of Congress upon that subject. He saw 
it stated in the Globe of this morning, with a very 
strong commentary upon it, that he had spo- 
ken of an ATTEMPTED NBooTUTiOH; and had in- 
timated what was the character of the result of that 
negotiation. Now, h« employed no such expres- 
sion as that of "an attempted negotiation." It 
would have implied an entire want of just expres- 
sion on his part to have done so. An attempted ce- 
fotiation would have implied a negotiation which 
ad not really been in progress; but he knew very 
well that a n^otiation was in progress, and he 
spoke of the communication that might be expected, 
without at all alluding to the character of the result 
of the negotiation, or intimating that it had reached a 
resalt, for the plam reason that he knew very well it 
had not reached a result. 

What he did state, and he would repeat it, was, 
that a communication which would answer the reso- 
lution of the honorable senator from Ohio [Mr. Al- 
lkh] would be made to Congress in a short time; 
meaning, by that, in time, for Congress to act upon 
it this session. 

This error in the Globe had gone out to the pub- 
lic — that he had intimated that the result of an at- 
tempted and abortive ne^tiation might be expected 
in a few days. Now, whatever he might know or 
think in relation to the subject, it was not neces- 
nury to hia object that he should communicate it in 
a leply to the honorable senator from Ohio. Ho 
was very far from imputing any blame to the report- 
er of the Globe, who had in this instance merely tlie 
purport of a single sentence to report. But the re- 
porter was not aware of the peculiar nicety of a sin- 
gle word, in this paragraph; of the character which 
would, and the inference which migbt be, deduced 
from iL He (Mr. Akcher) meant to say, that a 
communication would be made on the subject of the 
Oregon negotiation in time for the action of this 
body, if it should desire to act upon it. He did not 
mean to intimate what might be expected as to the 
character of the result; but simply that it Would be 
presented to the Senate in time for the action of Con- 
gress. That was all that could be material for him 
u> say, in giving the information called for by the 
hoooiable senator from Ohio. He repeated that he 
did not impute the least blame to the stenographer of 
the Globe; but merely to say that the import of his 
replv had been mistaken, and therefore misstated. 

Mr. ALLE^ said.that the senator from Virginia 
having called the attention of the Senate to this 
matter, he was glad that an occasion had occurred 
to say that he believed the errors which the re- 
porters committed in attempting to report what 
was said in this body, were the errors of their posi- 
tion, and not the result of inattention or negligence. 
He saw that the reports made of the very imperfect 
remarks which he had submitted yesterday to the 
Senate, in both the city papers of this morning, 
contained several immaterial mistakes. He had not 
conversed with any of the reporters this session; but 
be had no doubt, having beard complaints from them 
last session, it was owing to the peculiarly difficult 
position which they occupied in relation to the 
members of the Senate thai these mistakes t)ceurred; 
because it was not possible f«r them to hear at all 
times what was saia — ^not that the speaking here was 
not lood enough, but on account of the reverberation 
ud confusion of sounds which reached the reporter's 
desk, which confused them in their attempts to de- 
ioe the precise phraseology made use of. He hoped 
tkat bis friend across the way, [Mr. Bataro,] who 
on a former session had interested himself in this 
■utter, would again take it intoconsidet«tion,and, by 
proper report to the Senate, have their position re- 
Moved to the floor of the chamber, as heretofore, so 
fluit the remarks of those who addressed the Senate 
night appear as well before the country as they ap- 
pealed to the Senate. From their present position, 
I was impossible to hear all that was said on the 
or, and if members were reported in unintelligi- 
: phraseology, it was the result of the position 
the reporters, and they should not complain 
' them for not making these reports perfect, when 
le members of the Senate had put them in that po- 
tion themselves. He repeated his hope to his 
«nd from Delaware that he [Mr. Batari)] Would 
new bis efforts to have the reporters below, and 
_ I them such seats as to enable them to give to 
) country correct reports of the proceedings in the 
nste. While he said this, it would serve to call 
(public atientioD to tb« eautf of U>e errors wbkt) 



had been committed in reference to the hon. senator 
from Virginia. It would likewise call the attention 
of the public to the errors in the few imperfect re- 
nuurks which he had submitted yesterday- Alihoiigh 
the remarks were of no great value to anybody, 
still it was always desirable that the speaker should 
be correctly reported. He did not himself distinct- 
ly hear the remarks submitted by the honorable 
senator from Virginia yesterday; but he must say 
that he did not understand them in the precise man- 
ner intimated in the report of the Globe. He did 
not understand him to imply any term which went 
to give character to the report that he expected to 
receive from the department, but simply to say that 
a communication would shortly be received. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was glad that the honor- 
ahle senator from Ohio [Mr. Allen] hod a recollec- 
tion which concurred with his on this subject; and he 
was also glad that, in the latter part of his remarks, 
he had called to his (Mr. Arcber's) attention a du- 
ty which he had unintentionally omitted; and that 
was, not only to acquit the reporter of the Globe of 
any negligence that might be attributed to him, but 
to say that he was the very best reporter that, in the 
course of many years, he had known in Congress; 
and he had seen none so correct since the time 
of Mr. Gales. From the pen of that reporter his 
remarks had occasiqnally come without requiring a 
single word of correction. The fidelity and accu- 
racy of his reports were remarkable, indeed; and 
sucii as he had oflen borne testimony to off this 
floor, and such as he had great pleasure in bearing 
testimony to now, on the floor. 

When be (the reporter) had nothing to do but to 
report the import of a single sentence, he might very 
naturally, in making a short statement of it, fall into 
some inaccuracy of expression, as in this instance, 
which conveyed an impression not only not correct, 
but what he (Mr. Archer) was obliged, from his 
position, to know was'Dot correct. He (Mr. A.) 
was obliged to know that n^otiation was in 
progress; and he could not say, therefore, that the 
result of an Mempttd negotiation would soon be 
presented to the Seimte. He repeated that what he 
meant to say, and what he did in substance say, 
was, that a communication on the subject of the ne- 
eatiation would be made in time for the action of 
Congress. 

OREGON. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Select Commltteeon 
Oregon, reported back, with an amendment, the lull 
to organize a territorial government in the Territo- 
ry of Oregon. , , 

ELECTION OF ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND 
VICE PRESIDENT. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the House bill, entitled 
"An act to establish a uniform time for holding elec- 
tions for electors of President and Vice President in 
all the States of 'the Union," was taken up, with 
the amendment proposed by the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and considered as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. T. moved to amend the proposed amendment 
by substituting the words, "the first Tuesday in 
November. 

Mr. BERRIED remarked that the amendment 
proposed by the Judiciary Committee was merely to 
supply an omission m the bill as it came from the 
House. No month was mentioned in the bill; and 
and as the committee saw that the omission would 
have to be supplied, it proposed, in deference to the 
opinions of some northern gentlemen who conceived - 
a week later would be a great convenience, the 
"second Tuesday in NovemMr," as the day of hold- 
ing the elections. But if the firat Tuesday was pre- 
ferred, he would not object. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to substitute Oitjint Tues- 
day for the ttcond Tuesday, iu the committee's 
amendment. 

Mr. SIMMONS su^ested that unless there was 
some paramount reason for prefiirring the firat Tues- 
day, it would be a great convenience to the Slates 
which held their general assemblies in the latter 
part of October, to have the election of electors held 
on the second Tuesday in November. 

Mr. TAPPAN pointed out the difficulty of fixing 
any day that would not occasion such an inconve- 
nience with respect to some State or other. 

Mr. SIMMONS inquired of the Chair what the 
exast motion pending .was. He thought the lan- 

fuage of the bill was the "first Tuesday afUr th^ 
rst Monday." 



The CHAIR stated the pending motion to be, to 
amend the committee's amendment, by substituting 
the first Tuesday for the ttcond Tuesday in Novem- 
ber. 

Mr. BERRIEN referred to the original bill n- 
ceived from the House, which recites — 

"That the elector! of Fr»id<Dt and Vice Prcildent ihall 
b« appoinUsd in euh Slate on the trtt Tusidav after the 
&nt itionday of the year in which they are to ba appoiat- 

The committee's amendment supplied the month, 
and proposed the ucond, instead of the /trs(, Tues- 
day. If the ^nendment of the senator from Ohio 
did not go further than he proposed, a case might 
arise in which the first Tuesday in November might 
not be within the thirty- four days prior to the first 
Wednesday in Decemoer, prescribed by the consti- 
tution. ' 

Mr. TAPPAN would, to avoid that, shape hia 
amendment to read "the first Tuesday (^Aer tne first 
Monday in November." 

Mr. BERRIEN acquiesced in the improvemeitt; 
but suggested that it would be still better to say 
"the Tuesday next afler the firat Monday in No- 
vember." 

Mr. TAPPAN had no objection to that modifica- 
tion. 

The amendment thus modified was aocordbely 
adopted, and the bill was amended by substituting 
in ttie fourth and fiflh lines the words hereinoAer 
stated within brackets for thf words in italics — [see 
the bill below.] 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate; and 
the amendment being concurred in, it waa ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Shortly after the engrossment being effected', the 
bill, as amended, was taken up, read a third time, 
and passed, without any debate, in the following 
form; 

AN ACT to eal!tbU<h a uniform time for holding election* 
for electort of Preaident and Vice President in all the 
States of the Union. 

Be it enacted Ay the Senate end House of Repreafviatieet of 
the United Statee of Jimerita in Congresg afrmbUd, That the 
electon of Pretltfent and Vice President shalj be appointed 
in each State on Xh» firet Tuesday qfler the first Monday 
[Toetday next after the flnt Monday in the month ef No- 
vemtwr] of the year in which they are to be aypoiuted: Pro- 
videdy 'That each State may by Law provide for the fllUng of 
any vacancy or vacancies which may occur in its college of 
electors, when tnch college meets to give its' electoral vote: 
^nd provided, also; That when any State shall have held an 
elecUon for the purpose of choosing electors, and shall fall 
to make a choice on the day aforesaid, then the electors may 
be appointed on a subsequent day, in such manner as the 
State shall by law provide. 

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE AND ABATEMENT 
OF THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the bill for the 
reduction of postage and abatement of the franking 
privilege was taken up with a view of allowing 
certain amendments to be proposed which it was 
desirable should be printed. 

It was accordingly taken up as in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. NILES then submitted amendments, 
which he moved to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK said the bill and amendments 
proposed by the Post Office Committee were al- 
ready printed. The amendments now offered by 
the senator from Connecticut should also beprinlra. 
In addition to the motion to print, he would move 
to make the bilitbe special order for Monday next. 

The proposed amendments were ordered to ba 
printed, and the bill was made the special order for 
Monday. 

A soldier's PENSION. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the re- 
lief of Asahel Brainard was taken up as in r ommit- 
tee of tlie whole. 

Mr. BATES, as chairman of the Committee on 
Pensions, felt it to be his official duty to oppose 
the bill; but the did ao with reluctance, and only 
from a sense of duty. His opposition was to spe- 
cial legislation in violation 'of the principle estab- 
lished by the general laws in relation to pen- 
sions. The general laws limit the amount 
of pension to the grade of rank in which 
the i4>plicant served, and the commencement of pen- 
sion to the date of application. Doctor Brainard did 
not apply till 1843, and he was then rated accord- 
ing to his actual rank in the service, which was that 
of drum-major, but this bill proposed rating him as 
a captain at $30 a month, and to pay him arrean at 
that rate from the day of hia diachaige in 1814 or 
1815. AUtliia waaooDtraiy tQibapnocipla of th« 
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MDmon lawB, and therefore he opposed the bill. 
Bnt it was due to Doctor Brainaid to say that he 
liad fought and been severely maimed in the service 
as a dram-major, and after his first discharge he 
joined the army as a volunteer. In one of the most 
Drilliant afTairs of the war, it became necessary to 
form the musicians into a company, of which Dr. 
Brainard took the command; and he distinguished 
himself with great gallantry. He was again severe- 
ly wounded; ami next year he was discharged. He 
states in his memorial that he felt repugnant to bur^ 
dening himself on the country as a pensioner as long 
08 he could, by his own exertions, support himself 
and his family. But in 1842, finding from the effects 
of his wounds that he was completely disabled, and 
that he could no longer, Iw his own exertions, sap- 
port himself and family, for the first time he con- 
sented to apply for a pension. 

Mr. SEVIER stated that there never was a case 
which appealed more strongly to Congiefc for an 
exception to the general rule laid down by the law 
alluded to by the senator from Massachusetts, than 
tliis. Captain Harrison's case last session, however 
meritorious in itself, was not even to be compared to 
that of Dr. Brainard; and yet the bill for his relief, 
(coing much further than this bill proposed to go — 
for it gave him $40 a month, and this only calls for 
(SO— was passed by a large majority. The most 
distingiiished officers in the late war testified to the 
uncommon gallantry with which Dr. Brainard 
fought; for they witnessed it. In that service he 
lost his arm and the use of one his legs, and now, 
as he grows old and disabled, he asks only that sup- 
port to which ho is so justly entled. 

Messrs. HENDERSON, ALLEN, and ARCH- 
ER testified with eloquence and feeling to ths ex- 
traordinary merits of this claim, and elicited such 
sympathy in favor of the applicant, that there was 
no further apposition to the bill. 

The bill was accordingly reported back ti> the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, it was agreed 
that when the Senate adjourn, it be lo Monday 
nexL 

Several communications from the executive de- 
partments were then read. Among them was one 
from the War Department, communicating the an- 
nual report of uie Commissioner of Pensions; 
which was laid on the table, and the question of 
printing was referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

Another was a communication from the Depart- 
ment of State, in answer to the Senate resolution of 
the 33d ultimo, [Mr. Johnson's,] calling for all in- 
formation in possession of the department on the 
subject of immigrants to this country, and foreign 
paupers and criminals, sent here by other govern- 
ments. 

The answer of tlte State Department is, in sub- 
stance, that the only documents in its possession, 
touching foreign paupers and criminals sent here, 
are a eommumcation from the American consul at 
Hamburg, dated 22d January, 1833, with a report 
of the Hamburg Senate of the 4th January, 1833; 
and Mr. Forsyth's report of 10th May, 1838. (See 
House document 350, 25lh Congress, 3d siission.) 

As to immigration, a tabular statement is furnish- 
ed from the department in answer to the Senate res- 
olution, showing the average number of persons 
arriving in the Cnited States annually for the last 
eight years, as follows: 

ANNUAL AVERAGE OF AKRIVALS. 



Occupation. 


Mala. 


Ftmclu. 


No occupation 


■ 7.140 


21.«i3 


Children 


- «,46« 


»,7U 


Mfichants 


• 4.4Hr) 


S 


Laborem 


- »,0« 


427 


Marine* - • 


• 7M 




Mechonici 


• 8.419 


586 


Clergy 


• iss 




Karnifra 


- U,46i 


7M 


Fhyiicians and surgeons 


■ 217 




Gfintlemtn 


• 37* Ladiea 


236 


All others 


- 6*8 


»64 


Total 


■ 48.973 
. 2tl,9«8 


»,86a 


Total 01' both t«xe> 


•78^ 




Who cama (Mm— 








MatM. 


fntales. 


United SUtei - 


• <.4IS 


1.361 


England and Scotland • 


• «,7»e 


4,«79 


Oerrooay 


• H.081 


7,I8C 


Ireland • 


• 17,749 


12.332 


France 


• *.3I4 


l,7«0 


Spain and Colonie* • 


• 8» 


IM 


British poaaenions • 


- 1,M 


714 



Texas 

All other places 



■ 3,147 



4!i,-J73 
-J9 968 



176 
1.714 

29,96^ 



Total of both sexes - - 78,941 as above. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, this communica- 
tion was laid on tlie table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote that when the Senate adjourn, it be to Mon- 
day next. He was anxious to have tlie Smithsoni- 
an bill taken up and considered to-morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER said tliere was a pressing neces- 
sity for going into executive session on business of 
great consequence. The motion of the honorable 
senator from Ohio could be considered after the ex- 
ecutive session. 

On Mr. A.'s motion the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business; and after some 
time had been spent therein, the motion made by 
Mr. Tappan not prevailing, 

The Senate adjourned to Monday next. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
TntJRSDAT, January 16, 1845. 
The journal having been read, 
Mr. TAYLOR observed that he had been direct- 
ed by the Committee on Actounts to slate that they 
were prepared to make, this morning, a report to the 
House on a matter connected with its business; 
but that ciKumstances hadoccurred to induce them 
to delay that report ti|l to-morrow. 

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose to a question of 
privilege. He said he found in one of the official 
papers of Congress, the National Intelligencer, pub- 
lished by the prbters lo the Senate, the following 
announcement: 

"The newspaper correspondence from this city having 
led the public to anticipate a hoftUc meetlDg between Mr. 
Clikgman and .Mr. Yxwccv.of the iiouse of liejiresoutatives, 
we thinlc it proper to mention that such a meeting is nnder. 
stood to have taken place between those gentlemen on Mon* 
day last, a few miles from thii: city; when, after exchanEing 
one lire, fortunately without injury to either i«rty, the difll- 
culty was honombly a'ljusted, through the intervention of 
friends, and the parties reconciled." . 

I regard the fact of a dad (said Mr. Pees- 
TON King) sufificienlly probable to Justify the 
inquiry which I propose ; and I ofi^r the fol- 
lowing resolutions, because I consider this a 
■proper occasion for the action of this House upon 
the practice of dueling. There is now no excite- 
ment, no cause for excitement on this subject. 
Wh^t, by those who have experience in these mat- 
ters, may be considered as a mere'complimentary 
affair, has occurred — ^if anything has occurred. 
This, in my opinion, is a proper time when the 
sense and opinion of this House should be pro- 
nounced upon such occurrences. If these compli- 
mentary affairs are permitted, they will go on until 
at length gome person may be seriously hurt, per- 
haps killed. Then tliere would be excitement and 
a great ado. Now there is no cause to disturb the 
quiet judgment of the House, I offer these resolu- 
tions: 

Reiolt'ed, That a select committee be appointed by the 
Spealcer, whose duty it shall be lo inquire and roport lo this 
House whether any, and if any, what members of this House 
have been engriged in lightiiig a duel on account oi words 
spoken in debate on this floor; and that the said coromittee 
havo power to send for persons and papers. * 

lUsotvfd, That if it shall appear to the said committee that 
any biiunbei-s of thin iiouse have been engaged in fighting 
a duel onaccount of words spoken in debate on this' floor, 
then the said committee are instructed to report the facta, 
with a resolution to expel from Ibis Rouse any member or 
members guilty of such crime. 

Mr. PAYNE said he would object to the recep- 
tion of the resolution, if he had the right lo do so. 

The SPEAKER said that this was a question of 
privilege, and therefore in order. 

Mr. SLIDELL moved to lay tlie resolutions on 
the table; and the yeas and nays having: been order- 
ed, the question on that motion was taken and de- 
cided in the negutive — yeas 75, nays 94. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he was opposed to the sys- 
tism of dueling, and believed the people were gen- 
erally disposed to discountenance it; yet there might 
be cases which would justify, to a great extent, a 
meeting of that character. He did not rise, how- 
ever, to investigate ordiscuss the principles of duel- 
ing — its morality or immorality; another occasion 
might present itself when such an investigation 
would be more appropriate, at whidi time he would 
b« found upon the tide of thoM who condeiqn 



that improper practice. His object now was to pro- 
pose an amendment which seamed to be demanded 
by the plainest principlesof right and justice, and one 
to which he presumed the honorable mover of the 
resolution [Mr. Kmc] would interpose no objection. 
As the resolutions now stand, (said Mr. H.,) the 
committee to which this matter is proposed to be 
committed, are positively instructed to report a res- 
olution of expulsion, together with the facts of Jie 
case. He cared but little about an inquiry into the 
facts, and that they should be reported io this House; 
and then, and then only, can we know what punish- 
ment, if any, should be awarded to those who may 
have been concerned. Upon all of the facts coming 
before th is House, it might be apparent to all of us that 
other and different punishment should be inflicted 
than that proposed by the resolutions, or tliat none at 
all should be inflicteti. Further, he said, ooe dT the 
parties might be found deserving of punishment, the 
other not; one in a greater, the other in a less degree; 
whereas tlie resolutions required that both should 
be expelled. He would respectfully ask the House, 
as fl'ell as the honorable gentleman who moved the 
resolutions, if tliey could not imagine a case in which 
they would punish one of the parlies concerned, and 
not the other? Certainly they could. Tbe^ oAen 
so occurred; and therefore with what propriety, or 
with what sort of face, can they prejudge a case, as 
they were now desired to do, before they knew the 
facts. Were gentleman willing thas lo give positive 
instructions to a committee to report resolutiona of 
expulsion in the dark, in total ignorance of the &cts 
of the case? May we not (said Mr. H.) pdnish an 
innocent man, blast his reputation forever, 1^ an 
unceremonious expulsion before the facts are known 
upon which, and upon which alone, we can act' He 
wanted to punish understandingly, when he did it 
at all; and therefore he propossd to amend the reso- 
lutions now before the House by striking out that 
part which instructs expulsion in advance of the evi- 
dence, leaving that which proposes and requires a 
report of the facts. Then (said he) we can prSpoae 
a proper punishment, if any can be inflicted by this 
House. 

Mr. RAYNER observed that, before any vote 
was taken on the amendment or the resolution, he 
should like lo hear, from some member — either tbe 
one who had taken upon himself the responsibility 
lo offer these resolutions, or those who supported 
them — some reasons why a representative of the 
people of this country was lo be arraigned before 
that House for a matter in which neither the coosti- 
tution nor the rules of the House were involved. 
This was no trifling matter. It affected the charac- 
ter of every member of the House. Now, he would 
ask why it was that the power o'f the House should 
be iiMToked for the expulsion of members because 
they were concerned in dueling; and where was the 
clause in the constitution which disqualified a man 
for serving the people because he had commiued 
that offence? Should there be no clause in the con- 
stitution providing for punishing a man for fightiog 
a duel — if it was proved that there was no rule of 
the House defining such an act to be an offence 
against it — if the rights of no State had been in- 
vaded, — then he asked, what right had they to in- 
terfere with the privileges of one of their membeis? 
Now, he took the ground ihat, to expel a member 
from that House, it must first be proved that he had 
a constitutional disqualification — that hehad violated 
some rule of the House, or that his moral delin- 
quency rendered him an unfit associate for his fel- 
low-members. Now, were there any charges of 
this nature against any of the members of that 
House? If not, he demanded its authority to do 
the thing attempted to be done; and, as a representa- 
tive of 70,000 freemen, be protested against iu 

Now he stood on this; and he said tliey had no 
right, standing all there, as they did, bound lo 
recognise each other as equals, to inflict such a pun- 
ishment. He met this thing at the threshold, for the 
tiling involved both tyranny and oppression; and as 
the representative of a free people, he was bound to 
oppose it. Not having been in'theUouse when the 
resolution was read, he requested the clerk to read 
it ugain. 
The Clerk read it accordingly. 
Mr. RAYNER continued. Did they not see what 
it proposed to do? It proposed to inflict punishment 
on those who might deserve praise, instead of cen- 
sure. Punishment was to be inflicted on all who 
were concerned. Now there might be some tliere 
who were actuated by the best feelings of human- 
ity. There might be parties there whose desire «u 
to harmonize tb« parties, and ny their lives, if it 
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could be done without the Tiolation of what they 
coniidered their honor. And how were all the 
minutiie to be brought here? There might have 
been many there who went with aad hearU, and 
viih auch feeling as every good and humane man 
ought to feel; for no man, who hai a heart in hia 
boMm, could look but with perfect horror on two 
of bia fellow-men risking their lives in deadly con- 
flict, but yet might be preaent, for the purpose, if 
ponible, of reconciliation; and, failing in that, then 
of performine the last aad offieei for a friend and 
colleague. They would punish all who might wil- 
nras tbia transaction, although their agency mi^ht 
hare sprung from the purest impulses of humanity. 
But he knew how fruitless it was to appeal to the 
sen«ibilities or to the jlistiee of men who sat here 
with the halter of fanaticism about llieir heads. He 
knew how difficult it was for them to pursue the im- 
pulses of humanity, when they had constituents at 
home who deterred them from such a course. He, 
however, appealed to no feelittgs of humanity, but to 
the eternal principles of justice. He stoad on the 
rights of arepreaentativeof the people. He stood 
OS the constitution of the country under which they 
were there assembled, and on the rules of order of 
this House. He stood, also, on the rules which so> 
ciety had enacted, and which were recognised as 
binding on them in^ the relation which each man 
should bear to his^feilow-man, to govern his de- 
portment through life. It was for these reasons 
that he had taken such a course. He begged gen- 
tlemen not to.misunderstand him. He was not an- 
gry; biit he was strongly opposed to the passage of 
SQch a resolution in any shape. He was opposed 
to it because he knew^ that sinister influences could 
be brought to bear on any committee that the House 
might appoint; and an ignominious punishment 
might be inflictied on men who were impelled by cir- 
cumstances over which they bad no control. 

Mr. PAYNE said it appeared to him they were 
running away too fast in this matter. He would 
like to know what evidence there was before tivs 
House that any meeting had taken place between 
any members of this ^dy. Oa looking around 
he saw all the members in their places; he saw no 
woand^ nor any other s t id s iiee of hostile feeling 
having been excited amongst the membota of tla» 
House; and he could not conceive on what authori- 
ty the mover of this resolution offVxed a resolution 
M this soru Was it from idle rumor that pervaded 
this country? Was it the idle rumors with which 
the papers were filled from day to day? Had any 
gentleman proclaimed that he had had a hostile meet- 
ing with another member of this body? Itappeared to 
him there was no such evidence before them. All 
was founded on rumor, or perhaps on a paragraph 
which appnred yesterday in the National IntelligeD- 
cer of tbu city. But was that suflicient ^und on 
which a member of this House should rise on this 
floor, and move a resolution whose object was the 
expulsion of a member of this body? Were they to 
rely on rumors, the truth of which no individual 
had endorsed, and thus ostracise an individual, 
whose only crime might be that he was entitled to 
the epithet of "just'" They had enough to do in 
this House without attending to any idle rumors 
which the newspapers had circulated, or which 
were found to float en the breeze through this city. 

But independent of the views whirh he hod thus 
expr»-8ted, thrie were others lo which he would 
allude. Admiltme, for the sake of argument, that a 
hostile m<-etin^ had taken place: what then was to 
grow out of this investigation? Did they rmerlain 
the belief that any person was to be expellrd from 
this Houa^ under its operaiinn? No. Was there 
any law passrd by this House which had been vio- 
lated? Not one. Had ihry any law declaring that, 
if any memliers of this body shall engage in a duel, 
they shall be disqualified from silting; hrr^ There 
was no such law. What, then, he asked, was to be 
the result' Nothing but a coMumption of time — a 
useless and unnecessary consumption of time. He 
would ask the Clerk to read the anti-duelling law, 
which passed this House some lime ago — 18^. 
' The Clerk read the law as follows: 
/Uf ACT to f reUbK tbs jjlviaj or scee)>tiiig, w itUa the SIs- 



trlot of Colombia, of a chsllenge toAgbta duel, sad for 
the punishnient thereof. 

Sect. \. BtU ettceUd by tXt Stnate and TToiue nf Reprt- 
•mlalicti of Uir. Untied Slain tf Ayurritt in Ctrntrin «- 
ttmhltd, That if anv ponon ihall, in the DijtricI of Colam- 
bia, challenge another to fight a duel, or ahaU Hnd or de- 
liver any written or verbal meiftage, purporting or intended 
to be iuch challenge, or ihall accept any lucb challenge, or 
meaaaga, orahall kaowingly carry ordelirer any inch chal- 
lenga or measace, orahallkiiawmgly carry or dalirer an ac- 
ceptance of auoh challenge or measage to fight a duel in or 
out of the lald Diitriot, and luch dnel shall be fought in or 
out of the (aid Diitrict, and either of the partiei thereto shall 
be ilaln or mortally wounded in luch duel, the lurviving 
party to luch dufl, and every peraon rarrying or delivering 
lUch challenge or manage, or acceptance of lUch challenge 
or memagc ai aforeraid, and all othen aiding or abetting 
therein, ihall be deemed guilty of felony: and upon con- 
viction thereof in any court competent to the trial thereof, 
in the said District, shall be punished by imprisonment and 
confinement to liard labor in the penitentiary, for a term 
not exceading ten years, in the discretion of the court. 

Sac. 3. Jini be ilfurlKrr rnaetetl. That if any per.on shall 
give or send, or came to be given or sent, to anv )>er<on in 
the District of Columbia, any challenge to figlit a duel, or 
to engage in single combat with any deadly or dangerous 
instrument or veepon whatever, or if any person in said 
District shall accept any challenge to fight a duel, or to en- 
gage in single combat with any deadly or dangerous instru- 
ment or weapon whatever, or siiall be the hearer of any 
such challenge, every person so giving or sending, or caus- 
ing to be given or sent, or eccepflng such challenge or be- 
ing the benrer thereof, and every person aiding or abetting 
in the giving, sc.iiling, or accepting such challenge, shall 
be deamed guilty ol high crime and misdemeanor: and on 
conviction thereof, in any court competent to try the same 
in the said District, shall be puniahml by Imprisonment 
and confinement to hard labor In the penitentiary, for a 
term not exceeding five year*, in the discretion of the 
court. 

Src . 3. .JnW le itfm-lheT tnacied. That if any penon shall 
aatault, strike, beat, or woun'l, or cause to he asMaulted, 
strickeil. beaten, or wounded, any person in the District of 
('olarobia. fur declining or refusing to accept any challenge 
lo fight a duel, or to engage in single combat with any 
deadly 01 dangerous inRtxumcnt or weapon whatuver, or 
shall post or ynhlish. or cause to he posted or publilhed, 
any writing c^aigiug any such pcmon so declining or rc- 
fasing to accept any such challenge, to he a coward, or 
ualng any other opprobrious or injurious language therein, 
tending to de|p-ade and disgrace such person for so declin- 
ing, or refusing such challenge, every person so olfend- 
iog. on conviciion thereof in any court competent to the 
tnal thereof, in the said District, shall be punished by 
confiaement to hard labor in the penitentiary, for a term not 
excaedisc throe yeori, in the discretion of the court 

9ier. 4 .7ifd be it furlker enaeled. That, if any penon or 
peiaona, for the purpose of eradisg the previtiont of this 
act, shall leave the District of CoTnmbia, by previous ar. 
rtngaownt or eeoeeH within the saaie, with Inteot to gin 
or recSve say auch challenge wtthont said District, auid 
(hall five orraeeive tay snch challenge accordingly, the 
persoa er pcraona so ofiendiag shall be deemed gnSttj of 
misdanesnor, and b« subject lo the same penaUles aa if 
such eiijlii'tigj had been given and received within aaid 
Diatrict 

Src. S. >}nd te i7 fUTthtr nacled. That every offender 
may plead a former convlctioB or aoqaittal for the aame 
oll'ence la sav State or cotuity ; and the aame, being 
eatabliahed, (hall be a bar to any further proceediaga 
agalnat auch person under the next preceding section of 
this set 

See. C .;!■« bt il/iiTtlur enacted. That any peison offend- 
ing against the pnvisiona of thia set may be a compe- 
tent witness against any other peraon offending in the 
same traiuactioa, and may, at the discretion of the court, 
be compelled to give evidence before any grand Jaiy, oron 
any trial in court: but the peison <o leatifying aaallnot 
thereafter be liable to pnaeeation for the aame matter, not 
shall the testimony so given be used against him in say case 
whataoever. 

Sac. 7. Jini be it further enacted. That, in addition to the 
oath now prescribed by law to bo adminiaterad to the nand 
Jury of the District of rolumhia. they shall be sworn utlfa- 
fullV and impartially to inquire into, and true preaentmeat 
maltc of. ell oflences Rgainstthis act 

Mr. PAYNE. That was the law which had been 
provided by the wisdom of Congress lor the sup- 
pression of dueling; and the House would observe 
that it transferred the whole matter lo the courts of 
this District. In that law there was not one word 
about the right of the House to pimish individuals 
for actions of that kind. The whole matter was 
referred to th« courts of this city, and certain pen- 
alties were imposed, whirJi were heavy enough. 
His object in causing the reading of that law was, 
that the people might see that the punishment of o^ 
fences of that kind had been transferred to the 
courts, and that this House had reserved to itself, 
in the passage of that law, no authority to punish 
offences of that kind; and consequently no earthly 
good could result from this discussion. He charged 
no motive on the gentleman who brought it before 
the House, because ev. ry gentle* n had a right to 
act on bia own motives; but ioc:i' Vui these things 



were humbugs, played off for the deception of Ik* 
public. If they now entertained this restdutioD, tit* 
people would he led to believe that they wei« goinr 
to do something — that they were about to ponisE 
some individusi for the violation of some law; but 
they well knew that theV could do nothing of tb« 
sort. All that they could do would be to repiiaand; 
and how beautifully fiircieal such a thing would be 
before the American people! As to expulsion, 
that was out of the question; and he desind that 
the people should know the fiict that nothing waa 
to grow out of this matter. It would therefore be 
much better to turn it over to where the law plaoea 
it — the couru of the District of Columbia, — that 
they might dispose of it If, then, no good was 
to result from it here, let them dispose of it 
at once — let them refuae to refer it, and 
so that the time of the House might not be wasted. 
He knew no good would result from the adoption of 
the resolution, for such measures were the most 
inefficient' things on earth. He had a good deal of 
experience in the world for his age, and he could tell 
them that every law yet passed Kr the suppressioa 
of dueling but augmented the evil. But if gentl»' 
men really desired to apply the axe to the root of 
the evil, and to prevent dueling, they must adopt a 
course that would be efficient; and then he would 
willingly go with them. They must pass a law dis- 

Sualify ing every one who fougnt or was engaged in a 
uel, if the distance at which they fought exceeded 
six feet With such s law there would not be one 
duel where there were now fifty. It was the inequol- 
ity what existed between men m the use of fire arms, 
and the supposed superiority of one man over another, 
that led to those results; but if they would adopt a 
system which would break down the inequahtie* 
and make all et^ual, a man would pause before he 
would expose himself to the almost certain result of 
losiag hislife in a contreversy of such a ehaiaoter. 
There was no doubt that that would be an effect of the 
system which he suggested, snd it would do motei 
to correct the evil than any other thing that CoiK 
gress could do- Pass such a law; make it pnnisha- 
ble to fight at a (greater distance than six feet, and 
thereby assume it to be dishonorable to fight at 
a greater distonee, snd he could assure the 
House there wotdd be none, or very few, dnsl»— 
ther^^ontd' be none but in cases whish ioTolvtd 
the repmalioa of a man foiever if be did not vifldi- 
cate hn honor- In such cases ibsie mightkarfMto, 
but there would be none for light and Invual causca. 
Wen, then, as no good was to res«it from the 
adoption of this resolotion, be'lwped it would net 
be adopted- What weie they called upon to dot 
Why, to appoint a eommittes to investigate the cir> 
cumstances of a oms whith the National Intelligen' 
eer said occurisd aftar days ago. Suppose it w*r« 
carried out, and they expelled a member of this 
House for daaling: .did they suppose there was a 
sinele district in this Uoion that would not send 
back^ch expelled member by an overwhelmii^ 
Myority? The people would Bconi their pragmatt- 
«ri iaterfereDce. If he were one of the gendemsa 
that rumor said were engaged in a duel, aad the 
Bouse were to expel him, he should scorn and spit 
upon their act, and come back with an increaaed 
majority; and thereby show them that the people 
of his district, at least, would be governed in mat- 
ters of that sort as they pleased, and be represented 
hywhom they pleased. He tnerefore hoped th« 
resolution would not be passed, but that it would be 
laid on the laMr. 

Mr. HAMLIN obuined the floor, but yielded for 
this purpose to 

Mr. MORSE, who offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 
R'Mo!} ed. That the said coipmiltec tiA aothorivftd to in ' 

auire whether anv of the menibers of tliia Hou'-e have \ io 
itod any nl the iiws of the dn-alogne. or ol the ten ctm 
roandmenu, within th« Ui>tricl ot t'olnmhis. or in any e( 
Ibe Stltte^; and that lbe> I e autbutined to rf ltd for prnooS 
and paper*; and If Ihey shall fiud any of the members heie 
guilty of a violation of any of these laws or command 
menla, or of having left this Dt>^trict with an inteation ei s« 
violating them, that they Im repaired to bring la a leaola 
tion lo expel all such Dtembcrs. 

Mr. IIAMLIN resumed. Tba grnileroao (h 
sail!) had asked what was the c^ert of this resolu 
lion. Its object and design were manifest, siid h<» 
hoped the rcsolutioo wouW receive tjie ^v«r«U| 
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action of this body. He hoped it would be referred 
to a committcevwbo would report in accordance with 
the terms there laid down; and, from the manner in 
%hich this debate bad already been conducted, he 
waa the more satiBfied of tlie propriety of action by 
thia body on this matter. It waa truly suggested 
by the geotleman who presented this resolution, 
that it was a time when the atmosphere was calm 
on thia matter, and when a fair, dispassionate inves- 
Tieatioa could be made, and an opinion expressed, 
'limich accorded not only with the will of this body, 
but of the gnat body of a free people. 

He was in &vor of the proposition. The gentle- 
man flrom North Carolina [Mr, Ratner] asked by 
what authority they undertook in any manner to 
interfere in this matter. He answered, by the high- 
est and most sacred law of the land — by the consti- 
tntionof the country. It was on the authority of 
the constitution! and by its sacred provisions, that 
they euked an investigation by this body of this 
matter. In article 1, 6th section, last clause of that 
instrument, it was provided that, "for any speech or 
debate ioC either House, they (senators or represent- 
(Uives) shall not be questioned in any other place." 
Did that proviso dwarf itself down to a miserable 
one of individuality? No; it wu an Degis as broad 
as this hall, and as extensive as this republic. When 
the privilege of debate was infringed upon, it was a 
matter which came home to every man in this as- 
•embly. It was not a provision that attached to tlie 
individual alone by whom the debate might be 
made. That was too close, too narrow, a vi«w of 
the constitution to meet this case. 

The gentleman asked by what authority they 

§ reposed to proceed? Again he plaited himself on 
le constiluuon as the platform and basis of their 
action. The constitution said "each House may de- 
termine the rules of its proceedin's, punish its 
members for disorderly behavior, and, with the con- 
currence of two-thirds, expel a member." What 
cared he whether there was a miserable rule dmwn 
out on this matter? The common law, incident to 
the power they exercised under thai clause of the 
constitution, overrode all mere rules; and were they 
to be told that should an individual rise in liis place 
and commit a cool and deliberate murder of a mem- 
ber of this House, they had no words drawn 
out into a law to meet the exigency? 

Mr. PAYNE. That would be a violation of the 
(irivileges of the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN continued. That would be a 
violation of the privileges of the House, the gen- 
tleraen from Alabama said. That very decalogue 
which was mentioned in the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Lnuisiana told them that idolatry 
Alight be committed as plainly i^ the heart as in the 
. overt act. Now, if he understood the provisions of 
the constitution, they had tlie clear, undoubted sanc- 
tion to exercise whatever powers might be in accord- 
ance with the rights of individual membere, and 
which should comport with that breacJi of privilege 
yhioh might have been committed. 

Again; the gentleman from North Carolina re- 
marked, that before any man .could be expelled 
from his seat in this House, he must have been 
^ilty of some immoral act. Let him tell tlie gen- 
tleman from North Carolina that there was a 
section of this Union where there was to be found a 
class of men so close and casuistical, that they 
Bolemely believed, when any man attempted delib- 
erately to take the life of another, that there was 
some immorality in the act. 

Mr. RAYNmi (Mr. H. yielding the floor) waa 
tuiderstood to say, in explanation, that he had not 
said this was not an immoral act. He was as much 
opposed to dueling as the gentleman was; but he 
had said that it was not an act of immorality which 
would constitute a member an unfit associate for his 
brother representatives on thia floor. 
' Mr. HAMLIN continued. He accepted the gen- 
tleman's explanation. He had not heard the letter 
partofthe gentleman's remark; but he was obliged 
to confess it took a nicer casuist than he was to draw 
a distinction between the language he had attributed 
to the gentleman, and the language which he himself 
HOW avowed. He asked if there was no immoiali- 
- 9' "" ^l ■''• "^^ gentleman himself admitted the 
fact Then he askedif it was not such an act of. 
immorabty which jusUfied— nay, demanded— the 
expulsion of any man from this floor who would 
deliberately perform that act? 

But the gendemaa, whUe he admiued that it was 
an unmoitJ act, remarked again that it was an im- 
meralactof that daeree of turpitude which would ius- 
«i)r4liee]qnilsionoraaMmb«-. H» hardly knew what J 



the gentleman's notions of a moral courxa nf conduct 
were. The gentleman spoke of a class of gentlemen 
on this floor who, stimulated by &natic8 at home, 
might ask an investigation into this matter. To 
whom did the gentleman allude when he character- 
ized gentlemen as representing a class of fniatics? 
Did they come from "the sunnj South?" He stood 
up for the North, and he said this charge would not lie 
at the door of northern gentlemen on this floor. Ho 
spoke with some feeling on this subject, and he re- 
membered well, too, when a favored son of the State 
he had the honor in part to represent, was sent to his 
long and narrow home, and a wife and infant child, 
who had never gazed on its father's face, were left 
to mourn sadly over the fate of that man who should 
have been to them a husband and a father, through 
weal and through wo. He remembered that peri- 
od when a degree of excitement pervaded the whole 
State from which he came; and they were told that 
a man could not stand up here, under the reproach- 
es which were poured on his head, ifhedidnot 
stand up, alike defying the laws of God and man, 
and attempt to pour out the blood of humanity. It 
was time, it was the day and the hoar, for this 
republic to speak out in tones that should echo 
across its vast domain; it was time to set here an 
example of moral courage and moral rectitude, of 
which the American people should say "well done." 
Why, we are to avoid this system of honor 
by placing raen at six feet distance. Such was 
the suggestion of a friend. He had no doubt but 
the gentleman was right to a great extent. He 
had no idea, unless there viras a belief of some pecu- 
liar advantage, or some additional hope prevailing 
in one mind or the other, that these afiaira of honor 
would be much leas fVequent than they were at pres- 
ent. My opinion is, if it were known really and 
distinctly that no man should hold a seat in these 
halls who would be engaged in one of these transac- 
tions of "honor," which worked a violation of one 
of the greatest and most sacred blessings secured 
them by the constitution, then they would find men 
equally adverse and equally ready to frown down 
anything of this kind, as they were now to approve 
of and to practise it. 

Pass a law to this effect, the gentleman says. 1 
would be very glad (said Mr. H.) to give ray affirm- 
ative to such a law as that; but while the law had 
not an existence, they bad a. constitution on which 
they based their acts. 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Patnc] said 
they had no evidence that such an afTair of honor 
had taken place. The resolution proposed to in- 
quire into thit truth of the rumora, and it madilaled 
no action unless the rumora were clearly proved 
true. 

The gentleman said that they had no law in this 
matter; and, in reference to the law of 1839, said that 
the matter (if any cognizance were to be taken of it) 
had passed over to the courts of the District of Co- 
lumbia. They all knew that this House exercised 
no judicial functions. They did not ask to excrci.se 
any on this occasion; whatever mighfbe the penal- 
ties of the law, Ihey had nothing to do with them; 
but they had the right to protect not only the free- 
dom of debate here, but to assert the privileges in- 
fringed upon in this body or otherwise. Let them 
investigate this matter faithfully, thoroughly; and, 
from the evidence resulting from the investigation, 
let them act as became themselves, as became the 
^eat institutions bequeathed to them; let them see 
if there were moral influenceshere, and let them hurl 
back the rebukes which they received, and show 
that they were not here the representatives of a set 
of fanatics. 

Mr. CAUSIN said he thought an ill-natured 
man^-one who was willing to put a harsh construc- 
tion on conduct — might suppose that the gentle- 
man in making this motion had been stimulated by 
a degree of not very laudable curiosity to ascertain 
distinctly the parliculara of circumstances that had, 
in some measure, been hidden from the public 
view. He had been utterly astonished, on coming 
to the House lliis morning, to learn that two or 
three days after the meeting was rumored to have 
taken place, and to have been satisfactorily tei^ 
minated without involving any cause of mourning — 
that the gentleman, at this time of the session, had 
seen fit to propose to the House an investigation 
of this character. Now he appealed to every man 
here desirous of faithfully performing his du- 
ties to the constitution and the country, whether, if 
this resolution were actually within the power of 
the House to act upon it, there was not an absence 
of any cause fur it' It cune from those who were 



professedly the censora of public and private mor- 
als — from those who proposed peace to men, w^hen 
at the same time they were in the habit of ap- 
plying goads and stimulants who produced anything 
but peace. Now, if gentlemen wished to correct the 
evil, let them go to the. source, and not attempt to 
dam up the stream; let it be pi">hibited by the rules; 
let any man be liable to be call< d to order four saying 
anything calculated to produce disorder. 

Muoh had been iiaid about dueling, and he knew 
there was a public opinion at the South, and at the 
North; and without intending philosophically or 
logically to discuFs this question, he asked gen- 
tlemen whether the expected in this manner, 
by this brutum fvtmen, to deter men from 
that course of conduct, when the fear of God and 
the risk of their own lives would not deter them 
from it. Now, he did not intend to run counter to 
pnblic opinion on this subject; but he looked on 
these single-combat meetings — he had looked upon 
them always, and he should look upon them until 
he was more enlightened than he was at present — 
as one of those stem necessities of society that could 
not be dispensed with. They must have one means 
of redress wliich the tardy arm of the law did not 
afford; if they did away witK this, they must sub- 
stitute another system in lieu of it — they must con- 
vert Americans into Italians, and have stilettoci' and 
assassinations in their place. But enough of this. 

What was the resolution? It was a proposition 
to inquire whether two gentlemen had fought a 
.duel. Where? In the Pl.-itrict of Columbia? No; 
it was illimitable; it extended over all the States of 
this Union; and wherever it was fought there they 
were to lay their hands upon those concerned in it. 
Where did they ^et their power for this? The gen- 
tleman from Maine said it was found in that clause 
of the constitution which provided that no man, for 
words spoken here, should be questioned elsewhere. 

Mr. HAMLIN (Mr. C. yielding the floor) ex- 
plained that It was not (his clause, but that which 
authorize them, by ei vote of two-thirds, to expel 
membere for disorderly proceeding!", under which 
he found his power to expel members for cases like 
this. 

Mr. CAUSIN continued. His remarks would 
apply equally to either of these clauses of the con- 
stitution. One of the privileges with which mem- 
bers were invested here was that of speaking out 
fully and freely the will of our constituents. In 
debate it frequently becomes necessary to utter 
words which, if uttered in their individual capacity, 
would subject them to the action of the law; and this 
provision of the constitution, that tliry should not 
be questioned elsewhere for words spoken in de- 
. bate, operated to release them from this legal re- 
sponsibility, and nothing else. 

You have (said Mr. C.) the right to preserve or- 
der; but where? Are you the civil police of the 
State of Maryland? or are you the civil police of 
Washington city? are you the auxiliary guard 
around the walls of this Capitol? [A member vras 
heard to answer yes.] Then (said Mr. C.) the 
gentleman has a very arduous and thankless office, 
and one that fiew membere of the House would envy 
him the possession of. You (said Mr. C.) as Sneak- 
er of theHouse, have a ri^ht to keep order while the 
membere are here in their representative capacity, 
acting as legislators under your control; you have 
the right to enforce the rules of order; but descend 
from your chair, strip yourself of the character of 
Speaker of this House, and if a quarrel ensues be- 
tween you and one of the membere, it will puzzle you 
to control him. Mr. C. conclnded by moving to lay 
the whole subject on the table. Gentlemen, he said, 
had done enough to vindicate themselves from the 
charge of sanctioning the practice of dueling. Their 
names would appear in the journal and in the pub- 
lic papera as men anxious to put down this thing, 
and it was now time for it to rest. 

Mr. C, at the request of Mr. McDowell, with- 
drew his motion to allow him an opportunity of ex- 
planation. 

Mr. McDowell observed that he was as anx- 
ious as any gentleman in that House to preserve its 
dignity and its order; but before he acted on this 
matter, he wished to be satisfied that the action 
contemplated was the proper one on this occa- 
sion. He had listened to the remarks of the 
gentleman who had quoted that clause of th* 
constitution providing that membere should not 
be questioned for words used in debate; but 
he had always looked upon that clause as d»- 
claratory, and that it was the duty of the House to 
pass a law to carry it into effect. He vas opposed, 
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cheap editions, compendiums, Ac, published. That 
wm just w)iat he desiredj he would make the re- 
sults of the exploring expedition (if it were really 
what it professed to Be) as familiar to the men and 
boys of this country as Captain Cook's voyages or 
any other work which they had been aoeostomed to 
read firom their youth. 

He did not object to Captain Wilkes having the 
use of the Slates prepared at the expense of the 
government; and he presumed it would be attempted 
to be denied that he was now having the use of some 
of these plates. 

in conclusion, Mr. S. asked the Committee on 
the Library to give to the House, either now or at 
some future time, a tangible proposition for publish- 
ing, at the expense or the goremment, 'in liberal 
numbers, a work which should exhibit all the re- 
sults of this great expedition, and not leave the mat- 
ter as it now stood — the government having spent 
millions on the enterprise in the first place, and tnen, 
having given to the public, for whose good the en- 
terprise was undertaken, the beggarly number of 
one hundred copies, leaving the remainder to be 
locked up and remain a dead-letter, or be used by 
others. 

Mr. HALE favore4 the reconsideration of the 
resolution in a few remarks, in order that the whole 
subject might be thoroiighly examined. He op- 
posed the idea of the justice of Capt. Wilkes taking 
out a copyright for himself for this work; 
and said as well might the clerk of this 
House take a copyright of the journal of this 
House, or any other officer of the government a 
copyright of the official records of his department; 
and be contended there must be, in any state of the 
case, a fraud upon the government. If it was a 
private work, there was no right that the plates of. 
the governmeDt should be taken to illustrate it with. 
If it was a pubUc work, there was no right that a 
copyright should be taken out for it. 

In the course of bis remarks he yielded to an ex- 
planation by Mr. BCRKE. 

Mr. H. concluded by moving the previous ques- 
tion. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, the main question was ordered, and being 
taken, the vote ttood — ayes 54, noes 57. No quo- 
rum voting. 

Pending the question, on motion of Mr. HAM- 
METT, 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions praaeiMed ts- 
day vere hand«l to the reportsn by the members 
pfSMOting thhm: 

By Mr. HERRICK: Th« petition of Rachel Low snil Ann* 
HslI, for seven ye*n' half-pav of their Ihther. Col. tbenner 
Fiancis, who ws* kllltd In the battle of Hnliberdstown, on 
the Tth of July, 17T7: referred to the Committee on Rcrolu- 
tioDMrr Claims. 

By Mr. WF.NTWORTH: The petition of Charity Hen- 
aiurton, and otben, sgahut the claim of Franklin Strslton, 
of PcnuylTanla, to the town ait* of the eoanty a««t of Kane 
eouaty, tlllnoii: referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claima. 

By Mr. E. D. POTTFJl: The peUtion ot «7 rlUicnt of 
Ohio, lor the ettahliahment of a pott ronte trom Van Bnren, 
Hancock county, Ohio, to Adrian. Leaawee eonnty, Michi- 

Sin: refxrred to the Committee on the Foit Office and Post 
oadi. The petition of 770 freeholilew of tnynhoifa coun- 
ty, Ohio, asking for a diviiinn of the .Stale of Ohio into two 
Judicial dlitricu for the United 8lalea court: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiolary. 



however, to this measure, because he did not be- 
lieve that anything would grow out of it, and the 
time of the House would be unnecessarily consumed 
by it. He recollected some yean ago, a member of 
this House, in his place, made a charge upon a citi- 
zen of having committed a fraud, — he alluded to the 
cetfe of Mr. Slonberry tuid General Houston, — and 
Houston whipped him for it. The matter was 
brought before the House, which, after consuming 
two or three weeks in its examination, came to the 
decision that they could punish Houston otherwise 
than by a resolution of censure. He was sorry to 
see so much time occupied on an affair that could be 
better seuled by the laws of the District than bv the 
action of that House. If any gentleman of^ that 
House had violated the laws, he was for lettine the 
mater be dealt with by the civil authority. If any 
conflict took place in that House between two of its 
members, then it would be proper for the House to 
take up the affair and vindicate its own dignity; but 
^rhen it occurred elsewhere, the House should not 
notice it. 

Mr. McD. concluded by renewing the motion to 
lay the subject on the table; and 

On taking the question on that motion, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative — yeas 106, nays 82. 

BOUNDARIES OF TEXAS. 
Mr. Adams's resolution, which he offered yes- 
terday, now came up in its order, and itwasfiassed 
«a follows, after receiving some modification from 
its author. 

iI-Mlre<l, Tha the President of the United Statea be re- 
qnested to cause to be communicated to thi« House any in- 
lonnation posseiGrd by tliis government of the metes and 
bonndi, or latitude and longitude, of the terrllory of the re- 
puWlc of Texas wiihio which the authority and Jurisdiction 
of the said republic is recognised by the uohabltants dwell- 
ing within the said latitude and longitude; and also copies 
of all the existing treaties of the republic of Terns with 
powers other than the United States. 

SURVEYS OF THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Mr- J. W. DAVIS moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the House yesterday anopted the 
following resolution: 

Rttolvid, That the Committee on Commerce be direetad 
to report to this House the best mode of publishing and dis- 
posing of EPa;i9 and chartn of the surveys made by the late 
exploring expedition; and, also, for placing the plates on 
which said surveys hare been engraved (under the dliectloa 
of the Joint Library Committee) under the car* of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy. 

He said this resolution meant more than met the 
eye- He referred to the attempt, made at the 
last.session to place these plates under the control 
•f Lieut. Wilkes, and give him a copyright of the 
book on the expedition. He hoped the vote would 
be reconsidered, and that the resolution would be so 
modified as to direct the committee to inquire into 
the expediency of doing that which the resolution 
made imperaiive upon tnem. 

Mr. HOLMES explained that the object was 
simply to print maps and charts from the plates for 
sale at a specific price, so that the world might have 
the benefit of the surveys. He instanced the mouth 
of the Columbia river, which had been surveyed by 
Lieutenant Wilkes, and said that the charu would 
be of great service to captains sailing vessels to that 
coast. 

Some conversation ensued, in which Mr. J. W. 
DAVIS, Mr. GRINNELL,andMr.J. P. KEN- 
NEDY took pari. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS then further expressed his 
views in relation to these maps. His object was to 
prevent their fretting into the hands ofa few, and 
thereby compij the people to pay a large price for 
that for which they had ntready paid. 

Mr. WINTHROP viniliciied the {jentlemnn from 
Massnchu'<etiH, uho iriiniJiirrJ tlip rciiolulion, [Mr. 
Grinnell] from all improper motivt-s. 

Mr. SCHENCK thought ihe re.iolution was not 
comprehensive enough. What had the United 
Slates done? Why, it had ordered to he printed the 
•leggarly number of 100 copies of ihia work. He 
had been desirous to print a Inrge number, so that 
this government might pay the debts it owed to 
other governments. He would at least publish a 
sufficient numler to deposite one copy in every sci- 
entific library in this country, and to retain sufiieient 
wherewith to make exchanges. But the miserable, 
beggarly nuinber which ihey had ordered, would not 
supply our own public libraries. 

He desired to see this government perform its 
duty, and then he would leave the resulu of this 
expedition free as air, to be publiithed by Captain 
Wilkes or anybody else. Il was suggested to him, 
onless the copyright were retained, that there mi^ht be 
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Mr. HOPKINS snid he was as anxious to dispom 
of that bill as the gentleman from Ohio could be; but 
he would o'.ject to .ill husinesa until the report I'nim 
the Committee on Accounts had been acted upon. 
It was of sufficient import-uice to lake precedence of 
all other business, 

Mr. HALE moved that the pendinp question of 
reconsideration be postponed, that the House might 
receive and act upon the report of the cnmmiitf e. 

Mr. HAMLIN inquired if the pending queation 
could not be postponed by unanimous consent of 
of the House, to be shown by no objection being 
offered. 

Mr. TAYLOR begeed to state that the report 
which he now was prepared to submit, was ready 
for presentation yesterday; but on a suggestion 
beine made to the comniillee that some explanation 
or adjustment of tlie matter would be made, the com- 
mittee had been induced to postpone its presentation 
until this morning; but the committee had had no 
eomrotinication from the clerk as they had been iii« 



duced to suppose, and they now were ready lo 
report. - - 

The pending question was then postponed, anit 
the report was received by the House. 

The clerk read the report as follows: 

The Committee on Accounts, in dischaigedT the 
duties imposed upon them by one of the atandiiw 
rules of House, report: ^ 

That their attention haviiig been drawn to Ae 
consideration of the contingent Aindof the H6use, 
they gave notice to Mr. MeNuIty, the clerit to 
whom is intrusted the disbursement of th« «aid 
fbnd, to attend the commutes with his' ■aMVHa Mid 
Touchers prepared to show how maeh had bssa de- 
pended, and the balance on band. The cladc,-sl> 
thotigh twice notified to appear, reAisad to obsy tlie 
summons; and the committee wan thus left to nMke 
such investigation m they were able without him. 
It appears Oiat at the time that Mr. McNutty was 
appointed clerk, there was in the tntmxry wieK- 
piended of the contingent fund of the Hooae 
#155,000; (75,000 aore was appropriated Ibr 
that ptupoae by the act of the last sessioB, «ad 

S 2,000 received from the kle clerk, Mr. 'M. 
t. Clair Clarke, making in all the stmt of 1999,000. 
Taking the amount of expenditures as mad* mf in 
the clerk's oflSoe as correct, (thoiigh It is not osilaia 
that all the sums therein charged have been paid.) it 
appean that he has disbtnrsed, in the year eadmc 
December 1, 1844, the sum of |179^, which 
would leave a balance at that time unespewM >of 
|60,000. The committee are informed that, bv in- 
quisition from the clerk, the whole amoont otfM,' 
000 has been drawn fKnn the treasory; and tqM» in- 
quiry at the Patriotic Bank, where the clerk, aoeord- 
ing to la w, has kept his deposits of the publie money, 
the committee learn that there is a balaaea to Ma 
credit of about flS.OOO, which the cashier liaa betn 
notified to retain. I'his sum, deducted fVom the on- 
expended balance of «60,000, leaves a deficiency of 
«47,000, which may be still fbrther redueed by tiM 
sum of |9,500, which the committee think will oa«w 
all tlie payments made by the cleric since the com- 
mencement of the session; so that the aettial deficien- 
cy, as nearly as can be ascertained, amoonts to 
•44,500, of which |20,000 is secured by the official 
bond of the clerk; bat fbr the balance of #94,500, 
the government has no security except the penonal 
responsibility of the derk. 

In tracing the disposition of those funds the com- 
miiiee have learned that, at different dmas aiaee the 
month of June last, the clerk has advanced to Dr. 
E J. Woodward, a produce dealer in Mount V«> 
non.Ohio, the sum of 430,000. f9,S00waspaidtoL«*{ 
D. SUmm of New York, and about #9,760 to Thes. 
J. Nuidy, cashier of theSsTinga Insutute, Cotuin- 
bus Ohio. Whether the snms thus transfhrrsd 
were by the clerk loaned to the individuals named, 
or embarked in his own speculations, the eommittM 
are notable to determine; but it was obviooslv an 
improper disposition of the public money, and an- 
less explained, amounts to embeixlement, as defined 
in the second section of the act of Congress, ap- 
proved August 13, 1841. . . ._ 

Sucli ofRcial misconduct, accompanied as it la by 
a stubborn refusal on his part to make the explana- 
tion demanded by a committee of the House, re- 
requires that he should be dealt with in a summary 
manner, as well that the House may vindicate its 
own character as for a warning to othen, that infi- 
delity on the part of a public officer will always be 
proinpily rebuked by the representatives of thepeo- 

The committee recommend the adoptiim of the 
following resolutions: 

B«»l.ird i hat laleb J. MeNulty be, and he li hereby, 
.•i-mi> rd from lUeoftiee of eWk of the House. 

K»jol.»d. i hot the j«icr>i«r) of the 'Ireaauiy bejMieeua 
to in.iKot* forthwith il« i»H-eM»i> lt»a. pioctodings to s.- 
rernin and .erutt; Ihe laian. e of the public aionev due 
from.^leb J. ...cNulty a« clerk of the House of llepro- 

"R^'jr^, That the Pi«ident of the W°l»^ **:;«• l*^ 
oiilied lo cause criminal prosecutions lo bo coouseoeea 
2cii>.iraUh I. .McNult, , lateelrrkorthUHouse, foranetn- 
S^h^menVofthe ruhlir' money, and all person, advirti* or 

kniw'ngry and wVlliugly I-'"".'!*"? .1". '"fSf ^.^S^ 
menl. areording to the provisions of the set of Congteaa 

approve<l August I*, ISM. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the adopwn 
of the resolutions. . . i. 

Mr. WELLER said he was not awara that i t was 
proposed to act on that report at this time, espe- 
cially that part of it which recommended the fesoit 
to criminal prosecutions. He held in his hand a let- 
ter which had b«en addresaed to Mr. McNulqr, rf 
' the data of (ha 14tb iiwant, but three days ago, 
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■igMd Charles A. Secor A, Co., one of the most 
naponaible hooM* of the city of New York, and, 
for the latisfitction of the House, he deaired that it 
might be read. 

The Clerk read the letter according;]/. It in- 
formed Mr. McNulty that they held ^14,845 49 to 
hj* credit, and that |15,000 was held by the House 
of Dibble, Pray &, Co., for all of which hi« draA 
would be duly honored. 

Mr. WELLER resumed. The House would 
discorar that there was nearly (30,000 in the hands 
of Sacor A Co., and another firm, who were all 
responsible men; and that ample security had been 
taken by Mr. McNoltr for it. It was not loaned 
to tbem, but was plaeed on depoaiL He was told, 
too, that the balance of the ^,000 would also b* 
accounted for; that it was also on deposit in the city 
of New York. He made this statement to show 
that the House and the country will sustain no loss 
by the conduct of the clerk, m whose defence he 
had nothing to say. So far as the security for |20,* 
.000, there would not be a dollar lost; and though 
that did not amount to the whole of the deficiency, 
yet he thought the security would be found amply 
sufficient, not only for the |SO,QOO secured for their 
bond, but for all the deficit that might remain over, 
so that there would be no actual loss. 

Mr. C.JOHNSON thought there was another 
step which it was necessary for the House to take 
faetore the adoption of these resolutions, and there- 
fore he moTed that the sergeant-al-arms be directed 
forthwith to arrest the clerk of this House, and 
brins him before it. 

Air. WELLER thought the proposition of the 
gentleman from Tennessee was the proper one to 
M adopted. Mr. McNulty was in the city, within 
the jurisdiction of the House, 'and could be brought 
here; and it appeared to him that that course should 
be taken before they resorted to this summary pro- 
eets. By the adoption of these resolutions, they 
would destroy the reputation of the man. They 
aaid he was guilty of embezzlement; but if he had 
it in his power to show that his conduct was fair 
and honorable, he (Mr. W.) was sure there was no 
member of the House that would not be glad to 
hear such an explanation. He thought some op- 
portunity should be given to Mr. McNulty to ex- 
plain. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. C. 
JOHNSON and Mr. TAYLOR. 

Mr. HARDIN inquired if the resolutions of the 
eomniltee were not first in order? He should ask 
for the yeas and nays when they were acted upon. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved a postponement of the 
resolutions of the committee foroae hour. 

Mr. STEWART said the resolutions of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee could be acted upon after 
. the resolutions of the committee were disposed of. 

The SPEAKER stated the question on the 
motion of the gentleman from Tennetace 

Mr. TH\>MASSON rose and said, before Uiat 
motion was agreed to, he deaired to know if the 
clerk of the House had advertised for proposals for 
stationery according to tlie provisions of the law of 
1842. It would be an easy matter for the committee 
to give the House that information. 

Mr. TAYLOR said he believed the clerk had not 
for proposals; but he was also informed that the 
elerk had only purchased a small amount of neces- 
sary stationeiy, and therefore be had not consid- 
ered it necessary to advertise. 
_ The SPEAKER then put the question on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Tennessee to postpone 
the resolutions, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then put the question on the 
adoption of his resolution. 

The Clerk read it, in compliance with numerous 
calls of the members, as follows: 

Rfltiei, That the tprKeant at armi be directrd rorthwilh 
tosrrut Caleb J. McNulty, the clerk of tbla UouM, and 
bring bim before the Hoove forthwUli. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
DEFALCATION OF THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr. TAYLOR said he was directed by the Com- 
mittee on Accounts to make a report in relation lo 
the official conductor an officer of the House. He 
hoped there would be no objection to its reception 
at this ume. (Cries of "No objection.") 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that 
there was a pending question, which was before the 
Hogse at its adjournment yesterday, which had pre- 
cedence. It was the moaon to reconsider the vote 
ij whieh the HotiM had a|t«ed to a resQlatioii of- 



ferred by Mr. Qriiivbll, in relation to the plates of 
maps and charts prepued by the officers of^ the ex- 
ploring expedition. 

A message was received from the Senate, which 
was understood to be the bill fixing one uniform 
day for the election of electors of President and Vice 
President of the United States, with an amendment. 

Mr. DUNCAN expressed his anxiety that the 
House should take tip and dispose of that bill. 

Mr. POLLOCK desired to know by what au- 
thority thin House would proceed to arrest the of- 
ficer of the House? This was a criminal proceeding. 
[Cries of "No, no."] 

Mr. C. JOHNSON was understood that the 
House could arrest the clerk for a gross contempt 

Mr. POLLOCK said the resolution did not set 
forth that cause of arrest, and the House had no au- 
thority to assume the functions of a magistrate in a 
criminal proceeding; yet, as the resolutions from the 
committee had been postponed, ilie resolution of the 
gentleman from Tennessee took precedence, and to 
tnat they must proceed, although there wus nothing 
on the record to justify it. 

Mr. ADAMS suggested to the mover of the reso- 
lution a modification of it, or a change of a word — 
viz: to strike out the word "arrest," and insert the 
word "summon." [Cries of "No," "no."] He 
questioned the power of the House to arrest for a 
criminal offence, (as he v.'ns understood, for he 
spoke in a very feeble tone of voice.) He thought 
there should be an opportunity given to the House 
to examine into the facts, before it passed any such 
resolution as that proposed by the Committee of 
Accounts; and secondly, the person accused should 
have aij opportunity of being h^ard. If, after being 
summoneo, he should refuse to appear, the House 
might take such action as it thought proper; but if 
they arrested him first, they mi^ht give him an op- 
portunity of saying that he had been unlawfully ar- 
rested; and he might turn round upon this House 
and charge upon it a violation of his rights of per- 
sonal freedom. He trusted, therefore, that his sug- 
gestion would be adopted. He moved the substitu- 
tion of the word "summon" for the word "arrest." 

Mr. HOUSTON said he could not agree in 
opinion with the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Adams] as to the power of this House over its 
officers; and should therefore vote against the 
amendment proposed by him to the resolution of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. C. JoR.viioir.] 
He believed this House had tlie undoubted power 
to arrest any one of its offiners, whenever a proper 
case should be presented. He said it was unneces- 
sary now to make an argument to show the various 
cases in which the House might properly, or should 
in duty, exercise the power. It wus enough that 
the facts, as presented by the Committee on Ac- 
rounts, make out a clear ease in which we should 
order an arrest. The committee summoned Mr. 
McNulty on two several occasii ns (as they bad a 
perfect right to do) to appear and vindicate himself, 
or to e.iplain the transaction then under inrestiga- 
tion by that committee, which seemed to implicate 
him. In neither instance did he appear; bultreated 
the summons with contempt. That conduct of the 
clerk has been made known to the House by are- 
port from llie committee; and it is now the duty of 
the House to vindicate its own dignity, as well as to 
protect one of its committees, by an order to arrest 
the party, (who stands out in contempt of the 
House,) and bring him op forthwith to answer the 
demands of the law. I hope, therefore, the motion 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Adams] 
will not prevail. 

Mr. CHAPPELL said the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts proceeded, as it seemed 
to him, on the idea of treating the clerk, when in- 
culpated by a committee of this House, with more 
tenderness than was due to other parties charged 
with criminal offences. The report of the Conr.mit- 
tee on Accounts concludes with a resolution, which 
was presented for the solemn adoption of this 
House, charging on the clerk a criminal offence. 
Now was not that sufficient evidence to authorize 
the issuing of the highest process of which this 
House is capable? The principles of the common 
law, it seemed to him, settled that Question. When- 
ever any person was charged with an offence on 
oath, or information before a magistrate, it was 
sufficient to authorize his arrest: and when arrest- 
ed, and brought before a magistrate, it was time 
enough for him to answer. But if they issu«d a 
summonj, they lefl it at his optionto obey or to dis- 
obey. 

Having disregaidsd the summoiw iasucd by the 



Committee of the House, what right had the House 
10 suppose he would pay a greater regard to our 
own summons? He trusted the Clerk would not be 
treated in this case in any other manner than that 
which would compel his attendance before the 
House. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON did nm think there was 
any ground for the objection taken by the gentle* 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Adams.] It was 
the common practice, when the members failed w 
attend in their seals, to make an order to the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to arrest them and bring them bo- 
fore the House. "Arrest" was the very word used 
in the rule with reference to members; and could 
it not be in reference to the Clerk, when be was 
charged with an offence of so serious a nature? The 
House wanted this officer before them, for the pur- 
pose of the action of this House; they had the right 
to do it. • 

He moved the previous question; but yielded at 
the request, and on pledge of its renewal, to 

Mr. SAUNDERS, who remarked, that if there 
was any thing before the House on whieh the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Cave JoHmux] found- 
ed the proceedings proposed in his resolution, it was 
the report of the committee. This report proposed 
first, that the Clerk should be dismissed; and next, 
that they should institute criminal proceedings 
sgainst him. He concurred with the gentltmsn 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Adaks,] that it was not 
competent for this House to arrest itj officer, 
for the purpose of taking criminal proceedings 
against him. He should think it, however, 
perfectly proper to notify him to attend, to show 
why he should not be dismis^^ed; and when here, if 
they thought proper, they could take the necessary 
proceedings to hand him over to the civil author- 
ities. He suggested that the resolution would, in 
its provisions, meet the objects of both questions, 
if it were so modified as to notify the Clerk to at- 
tend here, to show cause why he should not be 
dismissed, and to direct the Speaker in the mean 
time to take the necessary steps for having him ar- 
rested. That might be done by the Speaker ex- 
hibiting tlie report made by the committee; and he 
apposed either of the judges of the Supreme Court, 
or the judges of the court of this District, upon this 
simple exhibition of the report, would issue a war- 
rant for the purpose of having him arrested. Thus 
both objects would be accomplished. 

Mr. S. resumed his seat, (failing by inadvertence 
to renew the demand for the previous question.) 

Mr. RAYNER said he took the ground that this 
House had no right to institute criminal proceedings 
against any person — one of its members, one of its 
officers, or a private individual — except for the great 
conservative principle of sustaining its own dignity 
and character, and of enabling it to carry on its own 
proceedings. Now it would not be pretended that this 
case presented either of these issues; and he pre- 
dicted now, that if this man was summoned, and 
brought before the House, the whole matter would 
present a ridiculous farce before the country. What 
would they do with him when they got him here? 
It surely rould not be for the purpose of instituting 
criminal pmceedings; it was not the design of the 
constitution that this House should erect itself into a 
judicial tribunal. If the Clerk had ofiended against 
the law, the judicial tribunals were the autjiorily 
which were competent to punish him. The House 
could dismiss him; he whs a mere ministerial agent, 
and could be removed ad libUmn; and Mr. R. argued 
that it was entirely unnecessary to bring him here 
in order to dismiss him. He therefore took the 
ground that their prelimi ary proceedings must be 
consonant to the object which they had in view; and 
as that object was not a criminal proceeding, he ask- 
ed what in the name of common sense they wanted 
of him here? Would this Hou^e sacrifice its o«'n 
dignity by allowing every ministerial officer to come 
here and cor.sume days, weeks, and months in ques- 
tions of this sort' 

Mr. R. concluded by moving (in accordance with 
the request of Mr. Sacnders) the previous ques* 
tion. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL inquired if it were in 
order now tb move to reconsider the resolution post- 
poning the report of the committee for one hour? 

rCries of "No, no; don't go to that now.") 

The SPEAKER replied that it would be in or- 
der. 

Mr. INGERSOLL made the motion; and was 
proceeding to offer some remarks thereon; 

Bat, aiUr several points of order, the quesUos 
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bein^ decided by th« SnAUk not to be debatable, 
(the previous ciuestion having been moTed,) 
Mr. I. witlidrevir the motion to reconsider. 
The question recurred on the demand for the 
previous question, and being taken, the previous 
question was seconded; and tlie main quesuon was 
onlereil. 

Tlie cineation was first taken on the am^dment 
of Mr. Adami, and it was rejected. 

The queaiion recurring on the original resolution 
of iMr. JoaNsoK, 

Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays there- 
on: which were refused. 

Mr. BARRINQER asked if it was now in order 
to move, or for the gentleman to accept, a preamble, 
to the resolution? 
The SPEAKER replied in the negaUve. 
The question then being taken, the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Thus, the Sergeant-at-Arms, having been ordered 
fo arrest Mr. McNuIty, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose, and remarked that he 
believed the order was peremptory to the Setgeant- 
al-Arms to make the arrest. The only authority, 
then, necessary for the Sergeant-at-Arms, was a cer- 
tified copy of the resolution of the House, to be fui^ 
nished him by the Clerk. 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that a warrant of the 
House was necessary. Whatever they might think 
of it at this moment, he thought their constituents 
would think of it hereafter. His desire was that 
the House should proceed in such a manner as to 
justify (hemselves; and a« the personal rights and 
personal liberty of the individual stood concerned, 
for his part he preferred to do it in the best manner 
possible. He could not conceive that the resolution 
of this House authorited the Sergeant-at-Arms to ar- 
rest the Clerk any otherwise than by the warrant of 
the Speaker. 

Mr. PAYNE inquired whatwas the subject pend- 
ing before the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that there was no ques- 
tion. 

He further remarked that the Chair considered 
that he had no authority to issue the warrant, unless 
by the order of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the Speaker of the 
House be directed to issue bis warrant for the ar- 
rest of Caleb J. McNulty, in accordance with the 
resolution of this day. 

Mr. WETHERED moved the previous question 
on iliis motion. 
A pause of some moments ensued. 
Mr. STRONG rose and inquired by whom the 
warrant wms to be signed? 

The SPEAKER replied that the rule required 
that all warranu should be signed by the Speaker 
and the 'clerk. 

Mr. Haralson suggested'the propriety ofpro- 
viding for this case, by adding to the order of the 
Speaker, that the warrant should be certified by the 
acting clerk of this House. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by a 
suspension of [he rules. 

Mr. WETHERED withdrew his demand for the 
previoiu question. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the rule har- 
ingbeing suspended. 

The proposed amendment, vii: "and that the 
chief assistant clerk certify the warrant under the 
seal of the House" was accepted by Mr. Adami as 
an addition to his proposition. 

After some conversation as to the state of the 
pending question, by Messrs. STRONG, DUN- 
CAN, and HArLaSON, 

The auestion being on th^ modified proposition 
of Mr. Adams, 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that, when they under- 
took anything of this character, they ought to have 
some object in view; and they ought to De certain, 
also, that they would be able to accomplish what 
they intended. Such attempts had often been made 
before, and they had signally failed, to the disgrace 
and dishonor of the House. He wished some gen- 
tleman would tell the House what object there was 
in bringin? the clerk before the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON rose to a question of order. 
The House had passed an order for the arrest of 
Mr. Mc.Nulty;and the question before it was, what 
should be the form of the warrant. The gentleman 
from Ohio, however, was discussing the propriety 
of arresting him at all, which was not in order, as 
that question was not bicfore the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN said that be would confine him-, 
sdfto the question before the House. He wanted 



to know what object was to be effected by the ar- 
rest of the clerk. He wanted to know what pun- 
ishment the House was about to inflict, or could in- 
flict on him. If the clerk wa.i to be bro'ght here 
only to be looked at, the resolution ought not to 
pass. Surely this could not be regarded as a crimi- 
nal prosecution. Ifitwas, it was a monstrous ex- 
ercise of power on the part of this House. 

Mr. HARALSON observed that he would state 
to the gentleman the object, so fur as he was con- 
cerned m bringing Mr. McNulty before the House. 
If (said Mr. H.) we can lay our hands on him, and 
bring him here, and then find that we cannot enter- 
tain criminal jurisdiction over his case, we can turn 
him over to the constituted authorities of the Dis- 
trict. The clerk might by this time be borne on 
the winga of the wind, or by the power of steam, 
beyond the reach of the House; and his object was 
to bring him here, (if not already gone,) and keep 
him until the case is disposed of He would move 
the previous question, and hoped gentleman would 
sustain him in it. 

The previous question was then seconded by the 
House, and imder it operatioiy the resolution was 
adopted. 

ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, from the CommtUee on 
Public Lands, reported back the bill granting an ad- 
ditional quantity of land in aid of the Illinois and 
Michigan canal; which, on his motion, was refemd 
to tJie Committee of the Whole on. the stale of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McC. then moved that 5,000 extra copies of 
the bill and report be printed for the use of the 
House; but objections being made, the motion lies 
over one day. 

ELECTIONS FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRES- 
IDENT. 
Mr. DUNCAN moved that the House take up 
the bill pmvidine that the elections for electors of 
President and Vice President shall be held on the 
same day in all the States, as it came amended from 
the Senate. 
The bill and amendment being taken up, 
Mr. DUNCAN observed that the bill, as passed 
by the Senate, was precisely the same as that passed 
by the House, with the exception of one word, in- 
serted by the former to connect a verbal error, which 
he supposed occurrel in engrossing it. He mitved 
that tne amendment of the Senate be concurred in. 

This amendment was agreed to; and the bill only 
wants the signature of the President to become a 
law. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of tlie Whole on the State of 
the Union. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS asked if there was not a ques- 
tion pending when the House adjourned yesterday, 
viz: the reconsideration of the resolution m relation 
to publishing the maps of the exploring expedition, 
on which uie previous question hacTbeen moved 
and seconded. When that question was pending, 
the House adjourned without a quorum. 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman was correct, 
except BO far as to the state the question was in 
when the House adjourned. It was on the ques- 
tion of the adoption of the resolution that the House 
found itself without a quorum; and that question 
was the one now before the House. 

The Question was put on the reconsideration of 
the resolution, and it was carried — ayes 78, noes 51. 
The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, 

Mr. J. W. D.\VIS offered the following substi- 
stuie as an amendment: 

Raotvrd, That a select committee of Are be appointed to 
Inquln aa to the bait mode ofdispofliiig of the maps, charts, 
plates, and other materials balODging to the Unitad States, 
cennectsd with the late axploruig expedition, nith refer- 
ence to tlie pubHoation of sneh work npon the subject as 
mav ba the cheapest and best for the countpr ; and that 
said committee iaquir^ Airtherwhetlier any private use has 
been made of any of tliese maps, plates, charts, kc., net au- 
thorized by Congress; and inquire, also, whether any sale 
or jpwit of copyright has bean made to any person; and if 
so, under what law such sale or grant has twen made. 

This amendment being agreed to, 

Mr. J*. W. DAVIS moved (he previous question; 
which was seconded by the House; and, under its 
operations, the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. PATERSON offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

'Rssoiix^ That the Select Committee, to which the sabjeel 
is leiarrad, ba instneted to inquire and report to tliis House, 
at their euUest eonranience, wli&t *re tlie best terms on 



which a copy of the history of the ezploiing expedition, with 
the atlas, may be obtained Mr eaehcohgTesstoBBldiatilot and 
Territory of the United Stales, with the view of depositing 

the same in some public library, or other literary or sclsn. 
tific in&titution, within each district or Territory-; and if 
there are mora than one edition of the work, what will Iw 
the cost of each, and what the dUrensce (If any) in them; 
also what will he the eost without the atlas, and at how ear- 
ly a day the same may be had. 

Mr. BURKE moved to lay the resolution on iher 
table; which motion was not agreed to. - 

Mr. McDowell asked leave to report a Joint 
resolution from the Committee on Military ArotiiS) 
but objections being made, it was not received. 

Mr. SAUNDERS moved that the House r«- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
Slate of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON asked if the hour hod not ex- 
pired to which the report of the Committeeon Ao-' 
counts was postponed. He was unwilling to go into 
Committee of llie Whole, until this report wa* di«- 
posed of 

ACCOUNTS OP THE CLERK OP THE HOUH- 
The SPEAKER said that the hour had expired, 
and that the report was then before the Hot 
The question would be on the adoption of thei~ 
lutions reported by that committee. 

Mr. C. J. INUERSOLL observed that, as ha 
underetood the matter, it was a very simple one, 
and he begged leave to psomise that, wtiat he should 
say on the subject, was not the result of a consulta- 
tion with any person whatever. As he underatsod 
it, the Committee on Accounts had made a report 
stating that the clerk was a delinquent — infidelity 
was the word used by them; and had recommena- 
ed a certam conne of proceedings to be had by the 
House in relatioti to him. The gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. C. Jobnson] had moved that the 
clerk be sent for, and informed of the chaifM 
against him, and allowed to answer them. Now, if 
the clerk was a delinquent, he Ought not to be ia 
office. He understood the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Wellkr,] who said a lew words in extsnna^ 
tion, to say that money taken by him would be re- 
imbursed. 

Mr. WELLER interposed, and said that the gen- 
tleman misunderstood him. He did not know that 
the public money had been misapplied; and, there- 
fore, could not speak of its reimoureement. What 
he did say, was, he understood that the money had' 
been deposited in New York. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL tx>ntinued. The Com- 
mhiee on Accounts said that the money had been, 
misapplied. He trusted the money would be reim- 
bursed; but was there any question whether the 
clerk should not be dismissied for refusing to appear 
before the committee and explain his conduct' Was 
it not the indispensable duty of the House to act oa 
the resolution, which he undenteod had been re- 
ported after the most cbrtftil examination the com-' 
mittee was able to make? He moved that there be 
a division of (he question, so as to take it on eaeh 
resolution separately. He called for the yeas and 
nays, as he wished to record his vote on the sub- 
ject. 

Mt. SUMMERS inqutred if there had been any 
return made by iu executive officer with the war- 
rant. 
The SPEAKER replied that there had not 
Mr. SUMMERS said he was desirous to aaoeN 
tain the fact. 

Mr. BIDLACK said it seemed to him that, hay- 
ing issued their warrant for the arrest of the cleric 
of the House, that he might be brought before theat 
to answer the chtu-ges made agamst him, they 
should not proceed to pronounce judgment until a 
retum had bean made to the warrant. He expre ss e d 
no opinion on the merits of the case itself, but he 
thought the House would see the propriety of post- 
poning its action for the present; and, if it were ne- 
cessary, he would make such motion. He should 
not have done this if the House had not issued ita 
warrant to bring the clerk up to answer; butbe did 
not wish to punish firet and examine after. 

Mr. HARDIN said he was one of those who 
voted for the resolmion authorising the arrest of th«. 
clerk, believing Aat the House had power to^o ao. ' 
A committee had investigated this subjeet, and 
had found that the clerk had misappropriated the 
public money in his chaige. That was a contempt 
of his duty to die House, and he had acted in vidte- 
tion of law. The report of the committee waa 
made to the House, and it was as competent for the 
House to act upon it as if the clerk was here pres- 
ent, and acknowledged the deed. The commitice 
had twice tommoned hint to come befbre then, 
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and lie bad nfbaed to do ao. H« undentood 
H ' va* the duty of the Committee on Accounts to 
ezMMwe the aeeouou of every officer; and when 
thoM eAeera ware awnmoned to appear before 
tbeoommittee to give explanations, it was their du- 

2. to come and answer. He (Mr. H.) considered 
at the whole ibeta were as plainly and properly be- 
fore tlie Hooae as if the clerk were now there. If 
f very dollar were returned, it waa clear that the man 
was not fit to be derk of that House, and it was 
their duty to turn him out, and not permit him to 
have another opportunity to steal the public money. 
He tboogM the ricfat way waa for the House to act 
now; they would out be doing what was due fltmi 
them by acting promptly. It nad been asked what 
was to oe done with the clerk when he was arrested, 
and he replied that they could do as they did lest 
swrtion wnen a man was arrested by the sergoant- 
•t-anas. [Mooie, for shooting the police officer.] 
ADfr. lutpiof lum soow time, while the examina- 
tiM was io piogreas, they directed the sergaant-at- 
eiMS to torn bin over to the cItU authorities. And 
thayeould direct the seiceant^Urarms to turn over 
this cleric to the ciTil authorities to be tried for em- 
bdrtMng the public moneys. 

Mr. ADAMS contended that the clerk should be 
beard before the Houae came to any conclusion, 
and that they ahould not pass a vote of censure on 
any man without giving him an opportunity to be 
hoard* 

Mr. HUNGERFORD said this subject did not 
appear to be undentood; and, with the permission 
« tha Hoase, he would make a abort statement, in 
addition to the report of the committee. Some few 
weeksaince, the cleric made a report of the contin- 
teat fund of the House, and it was ordered to be 
printed; but, some time aAar, the committee called 
on the clerk of the clerk to know why it had not 
not been printed, and they were told tnat it was de- 
tained in the clerk's desk, he having withheld it, 
and that it waa then there. The committee cited 
him. then, very mildly, to return to them an account 
of l«e Moneys reeeiTsd, the amount expended, and 
the balance on hand; to which ha made a reply that 
he could not then do it, but that it would be done by 
the middle of the month. They afterwards sum* 
BMsd him to (Uipear before them, and then pe- 
remptorily called upon him to produce his books 
and Touchers; but he did not come. They sum- 
moned him again to appear on a later day, and he 
atill aagiectea to come; and then the committee came 
to the eoncloaion to report the &cls to the House; 
and that report would have been made yesterday, 
hut Ibr the earnest solicitation of one of the clerk's 
suretiaa. 

Mr. W ELLER said be understood that, when 
the first notice was given to Mr. M&Nulty, the 
oommittee wished to examine his accounts, and he 
answered that he could not render a satisfactory ao- 
oount until bis fpay clerk [Mr. Kershaw] returned. 
If the gentleman from Hew Yoric [Mr. HoNoca- 
roBD,] had stated that fact, he would Uiave saved 
him (Mt. WsLLca) the trouble of doing it. Mr. 
Kershaw was his confidential pay clerk, and had 
chai^^e of the contingent fund, on whose return to 
the city the committee was informed the account 
WDiUd be rendered. Bat they then addressed Mr. 
McNulty another letter to appear before them on 
the l&lh inaiatit; and he (Mr. W.) understood that, 
on the morning of the 16th, Mr. McNuUy called 
upon a colleague of his to go with him before the 
oommittee, to answer that letter. He waa told that 
the 15th had paaaed, and that it was too late; and 
then he became ao embarrtuaed thut he knew not 
what to do. 

The House had issued itaorder to tlie sergeant-cO- 
anaa to arrest Mr. McNulty. They bad done so, 
that ha might answer the ^trtsio fuU case of the 
Cftnmiittee on Aocounu, who had made a report 
baaed tm ruauM', and a partial examination of aome 
papers, ftwa which they made out Mr. McNulty to 
OS a dsfiuilter. Now, he asked, if common jus- 
tice did not require that Mr. McNulty ahould come 
inta this House and anawer that prtsia facit caw. 
But pass that reaolution diaroisaing Mr. Mc- 
NjJty, as the derk of the House, and he 
aaked them by what authority their seigeantrat- 
anita would brin^ him here. Thsy would have 
no power over him; the mi.uwmt he ceased to be 
an ««eer of the House. The aergeant-auorms 

?'*?¥. »*»»^»nKu?L^^'',°'" '^^ H°"«. but the 
individual, Caleb J MoNulty. What then did they 
piopoae to dot Suppose he preaented a ftir slate- 
menlsofthe tranaactioB, and that not one dollar of 
the money was loat or misapplied, what would b« 



the conaequencea to Mr. McNulty? They would 
have atrieken him down — they would have taken 
from him his reputation, thouen he might have it 
in his power to give a aatisMctory account of the 
whole. And was it just to do that, and to remove 
him from hia office, and then ask him if he 
could rebut the accusation? If the clerk had this 
money on deposits, he thought the House should 
ascertain the fact, and not act thus summarily. If 
be had an explanation, he was sure the House 
would be glaa to htai it, and to give him an opportu- 
nity to come here and say that the money had been 
always under hia control as the derk of the House. 

Mr. BELSER wished to inquire of the Committee 
on AccountM, how it was that an officer of the 
House, giving aecurity only for $30,000, could 
draw ^00,000 and upwarda' It appeared to him 
that this called aloud for moi^e legislation on the sub- 
ject to prevent the recurrence of such an act. 

Mr. TAYLOR repUed that the committee had 
had that under conaideration. There was now no 
law Which authorized the clerk to draw the public 
money from the trSksury; and he was told that it 
had been the custom to allow the diabursii» officera 
of the government to draw the amount for which 
they gave bond; but it must be very evident that 
such a uaage is very embarraaaing, and affords no 
check on the officer. He (Mr. T.) had prepared a 
reaolution on the subject, but it was thougU belter 
not to embarrass this matter with another. 

Mr. J. STEWART, after a few obaervationa, 
moved the previous question; which was not aecond- 

The SPEAKER then put the question on the mo- 
tion to postpone until the semant-al-arms had made 
bis return to the warrant, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BRENQLE then called the attention of the 
House to a bill which had come from the Senate, to 

S've the assent of the United States to an act of the 
jislature of Virginia, and he moved that it be re- 
fmed to the Committee of the Whole Houae on the 
state of the Union, and that it be printed. 

The SPEAKER said it waa not in order to take 
up ^e bill pxc^t by the general consent of the 
House. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. HARALSON desired to present a petition 
fWnn membera of the bar of Columbus, Qeoicia, in 
relation to the printing and distribution of the re- 
ports of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
and to move ita printing; and, objections being 
made, he moved to auspend the rulea for this pui^ 
pose. 

The motion to suspend was rqected. 

NATlJRAtlZATION LAWS. 

Mr. J. R. INOERSOLL asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill, purauant to notice, to amend the natur- 
alization laws of the United Statea. 

[Criea of "No, no," from various quarters.] 

Objections being made, Mr. INQERSOLL was 
about to move a suspension of the rules therefor, 
but the floor waa awarded to 
TEXAS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, on whoae motion the Houae 
resolved itsdf into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of Uie Union, (Mr. Horauis in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the joint resolu- 
tions, with the several amendments thereto, for the 
annexation of Texiu. 

Mr. HAMMETT, who waa entitled to the floor, 
had but entered upon his remarks when he yiddM 
to 

Mr. COLES, who informed the committee that 
the sergeant-at-arms was prepared to nutke a report. 
With that view, he moved the committee rise. 

The motion being agreed to, the committee rose 
and reported progress. 

CASE OF THE CLERK AGAIN. 

The SPEAKER informed the House that the 
warrant issued under his order had been returned by 
the sergeant-at-arms. [Cries of "read the retum.'*! 

The Clerk read die retum over the signature of 
Newton Lane, sergeant-at-arms of the House, certi- 
fying that, in conformity to the order of the Houae, 
he luid arrested the within named Caleb McNulty, 
and now hod him in custody. 

Mr. STRONG moved that the sergeent-at-armi 
be directed to produce Mr. McNulty at the bar. 

Mr. WELLER remarked that this aeemed a very 
summarymode of proceeding. Mr. MoNulty was 
here, and he (Blr. W.) deairad the opportunity of 
showing him thechiaigea made against Urn before 
be wa* called to anawer thereto, lie knew not the 



neoeaaity of thia hot haste; he was about to ask tha 
House to dday (brtfaer proceeding fifteen or twenty 
moments— at all events until he could have an op- 
portunity of showing this paper [the report of the 
Committee on Accounts] to Mr. McNulty. 

Mr. PETTIT protested against the House ar- 
resting any man on criminal charges. If he waa a 
priaoner, they abou'd proceed as 8ug|uted by the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Stbohc;] he 
ahould be brought before the House, hia indictment 
made out, and he be required to say "guilty," or 
not "guilty." There waa an utter absurdity, an 
utter ridiculousness was in their attempting to anrest 
a criminal here. They had no such power. 

Mr. SIMONS considered the resolution unnecev 
sary, inasmuch aa the aeigeant-at-arms had alrea- 
dy been ordered to bring before the Houae this indi- 
vidual. 

Mr. COBB moved to poatpone the conaideratioQ 
of the report of the committee for fifteen minutea, in 
accordance with the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Wcllis.] 

The SPEAKER remarked that the report of the 
committee was not taken up again, and that, by the 
order of the House, Mr. McNiSty would be brought 
before the bar of the House. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that the proper 
proceeding would be for the House to proceed to 
the consideration of the report of the committee, and 
that the Speaker be directed to inform Mr. McNul- 
ty, in the presence of the House, what waa the mat- 
ter pending before the Houae, with the intimation 
that he would be permitted, in the presence of the 
Houae, to make cny expUination be might think 
proper; and having made it, the House would then 
proceed with its action upon the report. 

After some conversation by Messrs. S.\UNDER3 
and THOMPSON as to the pending question befi>re 
the House, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that Mr. McNultybe 
informed of the proceedings of the House, and that 
he be permiltea to make his defence before the 
House. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. McNulty soon after entered the hall, accom- 
panied by Mr. Welucr and the sergeant-at-arma, 
and took his aecuatomed seat at the derk 'a table. 

The SPEAKER thus addressed him: 

Mr. McNulty. By the order of the House, I am 
directed to atate to you, that you are required to ap- 
pear before the Houae on sundry chargea contained 
m a report made by the Committee on Acconnta 
this morning; and the House will now hesr what 
you have to say in defence against these charge*. 
In order that you may be correctly informed of these 
charges reported by the commiuee, they will now 
be read to Vou. 

Mr. WELLER deaired to make a remark. He 
had commenced the reading of the report to Mr. 
McNulty; and the haste of Die House had prevented 
him from finishing it before Mr. McN. entered the 
hall. Now, for the first time, he was to be informed 
of the nature of these charges. Mr. W. had 
no objection to the clerk reading them; but he hoped 
there was still enough justice in this House to give 
him (Mr. McN.) time, if he required it, and that he 
would not be compelled to answer them the moment 
they were read. 

The report of the Committee on Accounts Wni 
accordingly read by the acting derk, (B. B. 
French, esq.) 

Mr. SAUNDERS offered a resolution directing 
the sergeant-at-rams to hold Caleb J. McNulty 
until the further order of the House, but lo allow 
him an opportunity of retiring to such place as he 
might desire, for the purpose of making such an- 
swers as he should have lo make to the charges 
made against him in the report of the Committee on 
Accounts. 

Underatanding that it was the request of Mr. 
McNulty, through the gentleman from Ohio, f.Mr. 
Weller,] to be allowed some time before msJcing 
his defence, Mr. S. said he had aubmitted this reso- 
lution. 

Mr. WELLER replied that he had had no inti- 
mation of tliat kind from Mr. McNulty; he had 
taken it for granted that he would want to read the 
chai|;«s mtiiy against him; and while reading them 
to him, he had been intemiptMi by the order nf 
the House, requiring Mr. McNulty to appear be- 
fore the bar of^the House. He was not authorized 
to say that Mr. McNulty was not able to respood 
at once to them. 

The SPEAKER remarked that be waa informed 
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by Jiii. McNTulty that he waa Dour reedy to respond 
to the chawe* mode agaiuu him. 

Mr. McNulty rose in hie phtoe at the Clerk'e 
table, and, after a sentence or two tittered in eo low 
a toiie of voice aetobe inaudible to the reporter, laid 
that this was the first time he htul heard the char^ 
made by the Committee on Accounts a^nat htm 
read. I shall not choose (said he) to go into any 
detail in replying to the charges made against 
me. I will say this: that I have not my- 
self used one dollar of the public funds; 
that I have not lent to any individual in the world 
ont dollar of them; that 1 have made no disposition 
of them that the law does not authorize me and jus- 
tify me in making; that, at the time the Comimttee 
on Accounu sent me the first note, I replied to it, 
saying to them, that the Toudiers which showed the 
disposition of the public money were in the posses- 
sion and control of the accounting clerk of the of- 
fice, then absent, and who might be e:q>ected by 
Monday or Tuesday of this week. I acquainttxl 
those who were interested in the matter, of the fart 
that the clerk had not returned at the time speci- 
fied . I said to the gentleman who came to me to 
speak of the matter, that I chose, before entering 
into an investigation of my acoounts before the 
committee, to ask of the committee to let the ao- 
oeunting clerk return, who was absent on a 
visit of occasional absence, and would return 
in a nhort time, as I have been confidently ex- 

riiing him by every arrival since. 1 repeat, 
have neither used myself one dollar of the 
public funds nor loaned to any person; I have' 
made depositee with different institutions, and with 
some few individuals, on the amplest securities and 
the best evidence the world can afford, which wHl 
be at hand on the arrival of my clerk. I inferred, 
from receiving no answer from the Committee on 
Accounts to my request to them to wait and let the 
clerk make his statement of the matter when he 
returned, that they were fnllv satisfied with my 
reasons for delay to appear before them. They 
sent me further information that they wished me 
to appear with my accounts and vouchers; I knew 
no'hing about them, as I had nothing to do with 
them except that I had the same supervision over 
the biisines3 of this clerk as of all the other clerks in 
my office; the accounts and vouchers were in his 
posseision. I told them the proceeding was most 
extraordinary, when, if the security of public funds 
was all the committee desired, they could have 
evidence of that at any time, a« they knew. I 
thought it was most extraordinary that it could not 
be delayed till the accounting clerk, in whose pos- 
session the vouchers are, returned. 

He gave the committee the 8tatementa.of persons 
who ought to know, and other information which 
placed it beyond the possibility of doubt that this 
clerk must be here m a short time. The matter 
had been made public, and in such a way as to in- 
flict a lasting injury on him, without the slightest 
provocation or cause. He took occasion here to 
say that he could settle with the Committee on Ac- 
counts before ten o'clock to-morrow for every dollar 
of the public money that ever cam* into his hands. 
This waa all he had now to sav in answer to the 
charges made against him, and he did not recollect 
that there was anything else that he had not 
answered. He begged leave to add that, unless it 
was the pleasure of the House to detain him longer, 
he did not desire fiirther time than till to-morrow at 
ten o'clock. He could settle with the committee by 
that time, or any other hour the House pleased. 

Mr. WELLER desired to carrect a misunder- 
standing that prevailed in the House this morning 
It bad ^en stated that Mr. Kershaw (the pay clerk 

rken of) had returned last night, and was now in 
city. This was incorrect. From infonr.ation 
that could be relied on, he would say that Mr. Ker- 
shaw had not yet returned. 

Mr, TAYLOR, chairman of the Committee on 
Accounts, said that he understood the clerk to say, 
in the explanation just made by him, that when the 
Committee on Accounts calletf on him for a settle- 
ment, he desired to be indulged till a certain clerk 
returned to the city. Now the only information 
be had on this subject was contained io a letter 
foam Mr. McNulty, which he would read to the 
House. He did not understand Mr. McNulty as 
making that request, or he was confident the com- 
mittee would have ac-eded to it. 

Mr. T. then read a letter from Mr. McNoltv, in 
«^ch he acknowledges, the receipt«f the call oi.tb^. 
committee, and said it would be impossiblefor bim, 
vritbout grsat troable; lo'.fumiab the return they re- 



quire, until the return of Mr. Kershaw, his clerk, 
who was on leave of abaence to make a visit home, 
but was expected back daily. 

Mr. WELLER s^d that that certainly was a de- 
sire on the part of Mr. McNulty for a postponement 
till the return of Mr. Keiehaw. 

Mr. TAYLOR then called on the assistant clerk ' 
to read from the journal of the committee its pro- 
ceedings at three meetings subseqpent to the receipt 
of this letter, in substance, that Mr. McNulty had 
each time been notified to attend them, but had 
failed to attend. 

Mr. McNulty said that he had never received but 
one notice from the committee, and then it was after 
the hour had expired that the committee appointed 
for him (o attend them. 

Mr. POTTER, in reference to some statemeDis 
io the proceedings just read, said he had no knowl- 
edge of the note calUng on Mr. McNulty to attend 
at seven o'clock in the evening. There was a note 
calling on him to i^pear at nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing: and he knew that one of th* messengers called 
on him with that note, but it was after ihie hour of 
the meeting of the House, and too late to meet the 
committee.. 

Mr. TAYLOR stated that when the first note 
was sent to Mr. McNnlty, the messenger returned 
with the statement tiux he had not been able to find 
him. When the second note was sent, the messen- 
ger was informed that Mr. McNulty was in his 
room, but deaired to know the name of the person 
calling on him. The name was accordingly sent up, 
and then word was brought back that he was not 
at home. 

The letter was then left with the bar-keeper for 
him. 

Mr. McNulty, repeated that he had never re- 
ceived but one note, and that was the one he had 
already referred to. He never received a note di- 
lerMig him to meet the committee at 7 o'clock in 
the evening. The note he received directed him to 
meet them at 9 o'clock, but he received it after the 
meeting of the House. 

Mr. PETTIT said he wished to know whether 
the clerk was to remain in the custody of the ser- 
geanl.at-arros while these proceedings were pend- 
ing. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON, said that if the gentleman 
would give him leave, he would so modify his reso- 
lution, as to provide that the clerk should in the 
meah ^me remain In the custody of the officers of 
the House. 

Mr. PETTIT said that was precisely what he 
objected to. They had no right to require the ser- 
geaut-at-armstogetafaitheclenc in custody; and if he 
refused to do so, thev had no means of punishing him 
otherwise than by oismissing him. Now they cer- 
tainly could dismiss the sergeant-at-arms or any 
officer of the House at their pleasure, but this was 
not the punishment provided for such an offence. 
Mr. P. went on to argue that the House was not 
the proper tribunal to try Mr. McNulty, and that, 
so far from havisg any jurisdiction over the subject, 
they had not even the forms of proceeding to g» on 
with. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then modified his resoluUon, 
so as to read as follows: 

RtKked, That the report of the Committee on Accounu 
in regud to Caleb J. MctHultjr, cletk of the Hoiue, be poit- 
ponra ontil to morrow at 3 o'eloeic; and that the aerge&oVat- 
arm* hold laid C. J. McNolty in custodj, nntil the Turtber 
ordert of the Hoen. 

Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR offered an amend- 
ment to strike out the latter part of the resolu- 
tion providing for holding Mr. McNulty in custody. 
We have (said he) other resolutions before us in the 
report of the commiuee; and if the clerk wishes to 
make any defence to them, he will, of course, be in 
attendance. It might be veiy inconvenient to him, 
in making his defence, to be in custody; and it might 
prevent him flrom obtaining such testimony and 
such papers as were necessary. Mr. S. also ex- 
pressed his doubts whether the House hsd the pow- 
er to punish the clerk, even if found guilty. 

Mr. ADAMS also was in favor of suiking out 
that clause of the resolution. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON was sure the Hpuse was 
aware that he had no unkind feelings towards the 
deck. On the conuary, he was most anxious that 
that officer would be aUe to prove that all he said 
WM true, and that the matter wouU be settled to- 
mwitov, w he and his firipqda declared it would be. 
But, on the other hand, sumwae (said Mr. J.) we 
should release the clerk witnoat taking security for 



his appearance, and he is gone to-morrow: what 
would become of the responsibility of the Hoose? ' 

Siqipose he were arrested; and sopDoae he hiA 
got the pubUc money in his pocket, and the Houa* 
let hira go: what wotdd be the position in whidi 
the House' would be placed? He acknowledged, 
from the statement hs had heard, that he had ffeat 
confidence that all would yet be made right; but he 
was not willing to expose the House to the respon- 
sibility of discharging him. He wanted to know 
that (he clerk was here; and he thought the Hotne 
should lake care that he was here. 

Mr. WELLER could not imagine why ' 
geant-at>arms should be requirM to keep * 
Nulty until to-morrow. They had had a| 
case made out on the one side, end they had ha 
McNulty's assertion on the other, if, then, Aeyi 
sent him to prison, he wonld ask for what? Had 
he been guilty of any crime? If so, it was a bailable 
offence; and he would inquire what tlie amoimt of 
bail was which they required? He was confident 
Mr. McNulty would be here to-morrow, and that- 
be would be able to disprove what had been alleged 
against him; and they (understood to be an allusion 
to bis sureties, of whom Mr. Wbllab is one) would 
be willing to be his bail for any amount the House 
might fix for his appearance to-morrow. They, 
however, would not object to the suspension of tar,. 
McNulty until this matter was settled. 

Mr. BURT moved an amendment to the resolu- 
tion by adding the words, "and in the mean time 
the exercise of iiis functions as clerk of the House 
be, and they are hereby, suspended, and that they 
be performed by B. B. FVench, the chief clerk. 

Mr. McNulty here reiterated his statement, that 
not a dollar of the money would be lost. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. HAM»- 
LIN, Mr. BURT, Mr. BELSER, Mr. CAMP- 
BELL, Mr. D.L. SEYMOUR, Mr. SCHENCK, 
and Mr. ADAMa 

Mr. C. JOHNSON scented the amendment of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Boar.] 

The question then recurred on the motion of the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. SxTHotm,] to 
strike out that portion of the resolution directing the 
sergeant-at-arms to detain Mr. McNulty in cus- 
tody. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON caUed for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered, and resulted thus: yeas 99, 
nays 7a. 

So that portion of the resolution was stnckea 
out. 

The question recurring on agreeine to the resotu- 
tion as amended — which provided for postponiic 
the report of the Committee on Accounts in regard. 
to Caleb J. McNulty until two o'clock to-morrowj 
and that, in the mean time, he be suspended from 
the exercise of his functions, and that they be per ; 
formed by B. B. French — 

Mr. DUNCAN remarked that this reelootion 
proposed to suspend Mr. McNulty as clerk; befor* 
he voted for it he wished to know whether this sus- 
pension did not interfere with his [Mr. McNulty's] 
means of defence; whether, if it prevailed, he wouw 
still have access to the office of the House to get bi« 
papers, Ac 

Mr. PETTIT moved to strike ont that part of the 
resolution providing for the suspension of the 
clerk. 

Mr. ISAAC E. MORSE remarked that he had 
voted for the amendment of the resolution, in order 
that the clerk should not be impri«>ned. But, at 
the same time, it was du* to themselves— to the 
dignity of this body— to the committee to whom, 
they had delegated this part of their power,— ^ 
they would no longer say to the world, after wieb a 
charge was solemnly made by one of the commit- 
tees, that so little attention was to be paid to it a« 
that they considetted the .clerk authorized to dis- 
chaige his duties. 

[Cries of •'Ouestion! queuioo!"} , . ^ ^ . 

Mr. WELLER said he was authorized by the . 
clerk to say, whether this antendment was adopted 
or not, he had no intention to discharge any of the • 
duties of the clerk until the subject was acwd eo. 

The question atiU being on the amendment of Mr. 
PxTTiT to strike out the suspending elaaae — 

Mr. PAYNE said, while he would not infnMe 
on the rights of the individual, he would belhe laK 
to derogate from the dignity ef this body. So tong 
as there waa jM*n«,^Kie evidence of the guiU of ^ 
member, of grievous chaiM that slight be made 
against him, he would go for euspendins bun flrom 
Se exercise of his usual functions. Why shoul* 
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not tte auM course be taken with reftrence to the 
,«l«rk. of the Hooae? 

^ Mr. DUNCAN here interpoeed, and Temarkefl 
Hxtt then waa now no objection'to the resolutiun as 
it stood, either on the part of the cierk (he was on* 
derstood to say) or of an;^ member of the Houae. 

Mr. WELLER. Let it be passed by general 
consent. 

Mr. FlS'i'i'lT accordingly withdrew his amend- 
meni. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
^ned to; and, 

On motion of Mr. HALE, 

■^^ffouse then adjourned. 

Ip^noK- — In ^ report of Mr. Buacs's bill 
ridroission of Texas, in Wednesday's pro- 
n, the word "four" was enoneoosly printed 
wiiawTof "iiTe,"sothat itappeared that the bill con- 
tbmplated the formation of four States instead of 
fire, as Mr. Bobkk intended. 

lie following is the rote in the House, en Wed- 
nesday last, on the motion of Mr. C. B. Smith to 
Wfmpeul the rulss to allow him to introduce a reso> 
lutian in relation to the Cumberkuid road: 

TEA»-HMas. Atbot, Belur, BowUs, Browle, Brink 
•riMfll JimUsb Blown, BntBogton, CuroU, Cmuton. Q»i- 
TCtt mvii, John W. Dartt, DiiUet, DkkaT, t>iu>can, Fto- 
leaoe, OfinaeU, OiMer, Bdwatd 8. Haialia, HardUi, HanlsT, 
Hog*. Hodran, Jaswt B. Hoat, Irrin, Jraki, Periey B. 
Jduiaoa, Aadiew Keanedr, Duiel P. Kiar, McD»w«U, 
HcUTKias, Mathawt, MomIct, Nes, Owen, Fatenon, Pel- 
look, CibhaB. Potter, ChuliuM. Reed, RockweU, Sod. 
B*T. tMMDck, Berenace, Thome* Bnitb, Celeb B. Sniib, 
Kobert Smith, Steaand, Alfred P. ttone, Tbonwuea, Tjb- 
batia, Trier, Vanoa, Vanmetar, Vinton, Waller, Waatwoith, 
Wetbeied. John WUte, Winthnp, Williaai Wright, and 
JoMDh A. Wright-OS. 

NAYS— M«Hn. Andenon, Arrington, Atkinion, Bairin- 
■er, Belwr, Benton, Bidlack, Blaolcwell, Bower, Brodhead, 
Aaran V. Brewn, Milton Brown, Bart, Catlin, Reoben 
Chapman, ChapMll, Chagman, Clinton, Collamer, CaUem, 
Dana, Dtaial, Richard D. DaTii, Debanr, Dtllln^am, 
Siomgoole, Doalap, EUia, Elmer, Farlae, Foatar, Fiench, 
Bjrram Oioen, Hal*, Baaoibal Hamlia, Hanuaett, Hanlaon, 
Haiper, Bayi^enlck, Hopkla*, Hon«ton, Hobanl, Hngb**, 
Cave Jehnaon, Andrew Johatoa, Pretton King, Labianche, 
Lneaa, Maelay, McClelland, MoCoaneU, Manh, laaao E. 
Men*, Nawton, Norilt, nnaanter, Pratton, Faidr, Rath- 
baa. Darid 8. Raid, Kading, Khett, Rttter, Roberta, Rob 
laMii, RuHll, 8t. John, Santer, Tboma* H. Sejmonr, 
DaTM t. Be^enr, Simon*, e^>enee,Stet*oa, John Stew- 
art, Bonmen, StIc**, Tajlor, T>u>mp*on, Whcetoa, Benla- 
■in White, WUliami, and Woodward-Si. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATOKsaT, January 18, 1645. 

The ioornal haviiig been reed, 

Mr. REDINO asked the unanimous consent of 
the Houss to present a paper (the purport of which 
was not heard.) 

PRIVATE CLAIMS. 

Mr. VANCE objected on the ground that this 
was the day appropriated to private bills, in behalf 
of which he made an ui^enc appeal to the Houae to 
devote the unappropriated portion of this day to 
meting out to tnese private claimants some small 
share of that justice which had long been delayed. 
He believed but one private bill had been acted on 
this session. He hoped tlie Houae would dispense 
with the regular orders of the morning hour, and go 
immediately to the consideration of private bills. 

The SPEAKER intimated that a suspension of 
the rules would be necessary until the expiration of 
the morning hour. 

Mr. VANCE accordingly moved a suspension of 
the rules for this purpose. 

DISBURSEMENT OF M0NET8 OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRBSEMTATIVES. 

Mr. BURT appealed to Mr. Vance to waive his 
motion in order to enable him to offer a resolution 
instructing the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire 
whether additional legislation is necesaary to insure 
a fiuthAil disbursement of the public moneys intrust- 
ed to the clerk of this House, and to report a bill to 
enforce the performance of this duty. 

Mr. VANCE declined to yield, as all the time, 
•ad much more, was required for private claims. 

The question waa taken by tellers, and was de- 
cided in the aOrmaUve— ayes 94, noes 39. 

f$o the roles were suspended. 

On moUon of Mr. VANCE, the House then re- 
kolveditsslf intoCommiuee of the Whole House 
upon tkepnvate calendar, <Mr. Whiti, of Kentuc- 
ky, m the chair.) 

The 4rst baaineas on the calendar was an adveive 
report fltnn the Committee on the Post Office and 
Pott Roads in the case of John Fossett. 



Mr. HAMLIN ariced for the reading; of the re- 
port; which was read. 

Hr. H. moved an amendment to strike out die 
report and substitute a resolution for the pay of the 
claim, the Justice of which he briefly urged. 

The Chairman decided that this motion iras 
not in order. 

Some conversation arose between Messrs. HAM- 
LIN, HOPKINS, and MORSE of Maine, as to the 
best practicable mode of bringing this claim before 
the House in a manner in which it might receive its 
&vorable action; which resulted in a moiion by 

Mr. HAMLIN to report to the House the adverse 
report of the committee, with the recommendation 
that it be recommitted to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

This motion was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Joeeph M. Hemandez 
was next taken up; and, after the report was road, 

Mr. VANCE moved that it be passsd over, it 
having been reported by a minority of the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON suggested that it ought not to 
be on the calendar at aU, and moved that it be 
stricken off. 

The CHAIR said that the motion would be un- 
necessary, as the bill was not properiy on the cal- 
endar. 

"nie bill to provide for the passan of Qeneral 
Lafiiyette from Fiance to the United States, in the 
year 1834, was next taken iq>; and the iqwrt haT- 
mgbeen read< 

Mr. C. JOHNSON oflered a fhw remarics in op- 
position to it. 

Mr. VANCE made a brief explanation in its 
&vor. 

Mr. PARMENTER also made soma explana- 
tions in opposition to the bill, and moved that it be 
passed over. 

Mr. CATLIN addressed the committee in oppo- 
sition to that motion. 

Some oUier obaervations wen made by Messrs. 
C. JOHNSON, VANCE, HALE, C. M. REED, 
ORINNELL, ATKINSON, and POLLOCK. 

The question was then taken on the motion to lay 
(he bill aside, and was rejected. 

The Question then recurring on the motion to r»- 
port the bill to the House — 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that it be report- 
edjWith a recommendation that it do not pass. 

The question on the motion of Mr. Jomraox was 
taken by tellers, and decided in the affirmtuive— ayes 
79, noes 55. 

So the bill was laid aside to be reported. • 

The next bill on the calendar, bemg a bill for the 
relief of Matilda Dmry and other representatives of 
Captain Tillard— 

The report accompanying was read by the Clerk. 

The bill, at the suggesUon of Mr. VANCE, was 
pasaed by for the present. 

The bill for the relief of the New Orleans and 
Carrollton Railroad company was taken up; and, 
with the report accompanying, was read. The bill 
proposed to refund certain duties paid on railroad 
iron. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the bill be 
reported, with the recommendation that it do not 
pus; and briefly sustained the motion. 

Mr. SLIDELL opposed it, and advocated the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON replied, and opposed the 
bill. 

Without further progress on this bill. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, (the hour of two 
having arrived,^ the committee rose, and reported 
their actiott on tne above several bills to the House. 

DEFALCATION OF THE CLERK OF THE 
HOUSE. 

The hour of 9 having arrived, to which the re- 
port of the Committee on Accounts in relation to the 
defalcation of Caleb J. McNulty, clerk of the House, 
had been postponed. 

The SPEAKER announced that that report was 
before the House, and that the question was on the 
retmlutions reported by the committee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON expressed the hope that 
the chairman on the Committee on Accounts would 
give information to the House whether the matter 
had been adjusted, as was promised yesterday. 

Mr. TAYIX)R, chairman of the Committee on 
Acoounis, said that the committee were induced by 
what was said yesterday to assemble at their room 
this momiag at 10 o'clock. They remained in ss» I 
sion till 19, the hour of the mooting of the Hotiae. | 



Mr. McNulty did not appaar before them, but ssnt 
his aecolunting clerk, Mr. Keiahaw, with a number 
of papers, on which he wished the committee to act. 
The committee had not time to act on them so •■ 
to make a report to the House to-day, though it waa 
their wish to do so; but in order to be abw to give 
some specific information to the House, th^ ii>- 
qnlred of Mr. Kershaw where the unexpended bal- 
ance of the contingent fbnd was; whether it was 
forthcomini(; whether it was deposited in any bank; 
or whether it was in the hands of individuals. To 
this Mr. Kershaw answered that Mr. McNnltjr 
must answer that question himself. He felt very 
indignant at this treatment, because Mr. Mc- 
Nulty said yesterday he did not choose to an- 
swer the charges of the committee in detail, 
but that be haa not used or loaned a doQar of 
the public money, and would settle his accounts 
with the committee this morning at 10 o'clock. 

But since lie came into the House he had r^ 
cerved a letter from Mr. McNulty, in which he in- 
formed him that he had 99,000 to his credit in th« 
Bank of America. He would remark to the Houas 
that this did not, in his opinion, materially change 
the nature of the question. The House would t»- 
eoUect that, by an express law of Congreas, th« 
e<erk was directed to deposit the amount of public 
money that might bs in his hands in one of the 
banks of the District but, inasmuch as hs said that 
there were no banks in the District in the mesuiing 
of the law, the question then aroae whether be was 
light in drawing thia money out of the treasury, or 
transferring it to' the city of New York. In his 

' lion the conduct of the clerk was very ( 



ble, and he deserved censure in some way or other. 
He had stood out, as the House knew, in contempt 
of its authority; he did not present himself to the 
committee, nor appear before the House as it was 
his duty to do, to give that explanation which he 
was bound to give. He did not propose any modi- 
fication of the resolutions appended to the report of 
the committee; but if the House should think thst 
the circumstances of the case were made better by 
the communication which the cleric bad made this 
morning, they would still, be thought, decide that 
he deserved some censure. 

The reading of the letter of Mr. McNulty being 
called for by severel, it wss read. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS desired to know from the 
chainnan of the Committee on Accounts, whether 
be had any evidence that the money referred to ia 
diat letter was on depoeit in New York. 

Mr. TAYLOR said that he had no evidence fur- 
ther than the letter itself. 

Mr. HUNOERFORD, one of the members of 
the Committee on Accounts, here handed up the fol- 
lowing letter, which was read for the information of 
the House: 

New YoKi, Uth JtnnUT, 1645. 

Dcin iir: Wear* thi* morning in rrceipt of your* of th* 
10th lD<t*nt. 

Wa received from Mr. C. J. McNnltjr, lut Nevsaiber. a 
light cfaeclc fur ten thousand dollan, ou accoant of Dr. E. 
O. Woodward, of .Mount Versoa, Ohio. 

The following ia a copj of th* letter acoompaajing the 
ebeck: 
"Me«sn. SuTDAM, Svoe tiCo., 

"Ploaae acluiowiedge the receipt hereof and place tb* 
amount to th* ci-edit of Dr. I^^. O. Woodward, Mooat Vn- 
noa, Ohio. RupectfuIlT, 

(Signed,) C . J. McNVLTT." 

Von will obierve there is no date to the letter, bat hj ref- 
erence to our boolcs we obserre the cbecic waa placed to 
tho credit of £. U. Woodward on the 3lat November. Th* 
whole amount baa since been paid out to aight diafka of E. 
G. Woodward against the same. 

E. a. Woodward is a merchant at Mount Vernon, Ohio, of 
good standing, with whom we have bad baaiaei* tiaane. 
lions for thu past two or tluve yean. 

or Mr. .McNulty we Icaow nothing, never having a«*a 
him but onctr; which was when he passed through our city 
OB his way to Washington. He called at oar counting mom 
to say that he should remit na ^10,0110 for account of E. O. 
Woodward, upon his arrival at Washington. 

We tliinlc the check or diaft waa upon the Bank of Ameri- 
ca; but are not now sure, and we have no roeana of telling 
positirely. 

Any ibrthar iuforraation in, our power to give will be 
obeenully rendered; but we tUinX of nothing mora bow 
that can give you any further light on the subject. 
Respectfully youn, 

8UTDAM, 8AOE fc CO. 
Hob. 0. Hvifosaroao. 

Member of llotue of RepmaeatstivN. 

The law was then read which requires the elerk 
to deposit the money in his hands in one of the 
banks of Washington. 

filr. CAVE JOHNSON observed that a law was 
passed two years »go requiring the clei^ to .report 
to the House an account of his ^teeDditurea on the 
lit of December «f each year. New, b« withed to 
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raov ttom the acting clerk of the Houm if thii re- 
port had been miule, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER taid that the acting clerk in- 
ibrmed him that the accmtnts of the clerk were ren- 
dered by him on the 7ih of January, and that they 
were ordered by the Hoose to be printed. But that 
they were not printed, aa he received orders from 
Mr. McNulty not to print them, for the reason that 
one of the laules could not be furnished until Mr. 
Eenhaw's return. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked if there had been any 
order to print it since Mr. Kershaw's rttum? 

The actire clerk answered that there had not. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON hoped Uie question would 
DOW be put on the adoption of the resolution. 

Tbs first resolution htine lead, 

Mr. WELLER said he bad no objections to in- 
terpose to the passage of the resolution just read. 
He Mrss induced to make the statements he did res- 
ttrdvf by the moat solemn representations of Mr. 
McNuliy that the whole matter would be explained 
to-day. He trusted no man would believe that be 
would have made the declarations he did without 
baTing the most solemn assurances of their truth, 
tnd wtthoatplaciiurthe most implicit belief in them. 
As it was, be would add that he did not belicTe now 
that Mr. McNuIty would ti^m out a defaulter, and 
he beliered that every dollar of (he public money 
would be accounted for by him, though there might 
besoms circumstances which prevented him from 
doing so immediately. He made some efforts this 
morning to obtain an interview with Mr. McNulty, 
io vain. Mr. McNulty made full explanations 
to him last n^ht, by which he was induced to be- 
lieve that he nad done nothing dishonorable. Mr. 
W. concluded by saying that the course he took 
yesterday was in consequence of the most solemn 
representations that had been made to him, placing 
him io a situation which he regretted. 

The question was then taken on the first resolu- 
tion in the following wdrds: 

Kaalud, That Caleb J. McNulty bo, and bail herebj, 
damlusd from the office of clerk of the Houm. 

And decided in the affirmative— yea* 196, nays 
nons, as follows: 

Y£A8— Mesui. Abbot, Adaate, Arrington, Aahe, At- 
kUtaa, Bsily, Baker, Bertingor, Bsrnard, Belser, Benton, 
Edward J. black, Jamei Black, J»mei A. Black, Ulack- 
wtll, Bowsr, BowliD, Bovd, Brengle, Crlnlicrhofl', Brod- 
head, AaranV. Brown, Muton BroHo, WilUafn J. Brown, 
Jenaish Brown, BuAngton, Burks, Burt. Laldwell, Camp- 
bell, J. ii.Carv, CaiToU, CatUn, Caaiin, Keubcn Chapmiui, 
Aagu«ta« A. Chapman, Cbappell, Chilton, Cliuch, CUngman, 
Clinton, Cobb, Colea, CoUamer, Crantlon, I'lois, Culloin, 
Dana, OetTettOavia, Richard D. Dhvh, John W. Davis, 
Dawion, Dean, Doberry, Delist. Uickuy, UillingUain, 
Douglaaa, Dromgoole, Uuncan, Dunlap, t'llis, Lloier, 
Farlae, Ficklln, Fuh, Florence, Foot, t'otUi, yitiut:h, tul- 
ler, Oiddings, Byram Oieen, Orlnnek, Orider, Hale, Hanni- 
bal Haailln, Edward 8. Hamlin, HammeU, Haralaon, Hardin, 
Hsiper, Hart, Henley, Henick, Holniea, Uoge. Hopkini, 
Hoiiiton, Habard, Hudaon, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, 
Charles J. InffenoU, Josepli R. JngeisoU, Irvin, Jameson, 
Jenka, Cave Jobnaon, Perley B. Johnson Andrew Johnson, 
OooTge W. Jonea, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel 
P. King, Kirfcpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
McCaualen, Maelay McCleUaud, .VcClcmand, .Met ouuell, 
McDowell, Mcllvaine, McKay, .Man.h, Edward Joy .v;or 
ris. Freeman H. Morse, Isaac E. Morse, Moseley, Murphy, 
Nes, Norria, Owen. Fanneuter, Fatersou, Payne, Pettit, 
Nyton, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, tmery U. Potter, 
Preston, Purdy, Kayner, Charles M. Heed, David 8. Held, 
Bediug, Relle, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Rock- 
well, Hodney, Rvgen, Ruasell, St John, Sample, Sanndera, 
Sebenck, Brnter, Thomaa H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, 
Simoas, SImMoo, Slidell, Alheii Smith, John T. Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Spence, Steen- 
rod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart. Jobu Stewart, Stiles, 
Jaaea W. Stane, Strong, Bummers, Bykea, Taylor, Thomp- 
•on, TibbatU, 'niden, Taeker, Tylsr, Vance, Vinton. Wal- 
ler, Wentworth, Wetlteiad, Wheaton, John White, Benja* 
Bin White, WllUamt, Wlnthrop, Woodward, William 
Wright, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, and Vost— 1»S. 

The question was then put on the second resolu- 
tion, as follows, and carried without a division: 

JUtelreil, That the Secretary of the Treasury b« directed 
to Instituts forthwith the necessary legal proceedings to as- 
certain and secure the balance of the pabiic money due 
(mm Caleb J. McNulty as clerk of the House of Represeut 
atires. 

The question was then stated on the third resolu- 
tion, as follows: 

iteselM^ That the President of the United Stales be re- 
quited to cause criminal pmsecntioaa to be commenced 
tgainatCaleb J. McNuUy.Uaeclexk of this House, for an 
embezzlement of the p^lkOMW^i and all penons advising 
or knowingly and wiuia^fnmnicjpating in such embezzle. 
ncnt, according to the previsions of the act of Congress ap- 
proved August 13, 1841. '\^m^^^ 

Mr. RHETT said he could not say that the fact 
eliarged in that resolution existed. Mr. McNulty 
might have done what was tliere charged, but he did 
sot know it. 

Mr- IfUNOERFORD called for tbs reading of 



the secUon of the independent treasury act, which 
defines and provides punishment for embeizlement 
of the public money; and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. BELSER said it seemed to him that this 
resolution was calculated to prejudic the individual 
referred to in any future trial that may be had to 
brin? him injustice. He agreed with the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Adami] in the re- 
inarks he made yesterday, that they should be cau- 
tious not to invade the personal liberty of any one, 
nnlesa there was very great necessity; and as the 
proceedings of this House would go forth to the 
world, the adoption ofihia resolution would appear 
to be a prejudging of the case. It appeared to him 
that, in their haste and anxiety to expose a public 
de&ulter, they were ovemlepping the bounds which 
prudence dictated. He thought there was no neces- 
sity to request the President of the United States to 
do his duty, and hence he could not sanction the 
resolution. 

Mr. DUNCAN did not feel at liberty to vote for 
this resolution, though he had voted for both the 
others, believing itto be his duty to do so. Befors 
be voted for this^resolutipn, some gentleman must 
prove to his satiafaction that there hod been an 
embezzlement of the public funds. In the next 
place he wanted to know where the public treasury 
was, and where the publicmoney ought to be kept; 
and what law and rulea of order the clerk had vio- 
lated in makinf his deposits in New York and 
other placea? He deaired to know where the clerk 
could have deposited that money? Could any gen- 
tleman tell him.' A section of law had been reaa re- 
quiring the officers of the House to make deposits 
of tlie public money in a bank of the District of 
Columoia; but wheUier a particular bank was named 
or not, he could not tell. Now could any body point 
him to a bonk in the District of Columbia? Was 
there such a thine existing in the District of Colum- 
bia as a bank? Where was the public money kept 
now by order of the Secretary of the Treasury? 
Was that kept in a bank? Would any gentleman 
answer him? 

Mr. STETSON asked if the eentleman from 
Ohio would undertake to say that Mr. Woodward 
of Ohio, or Levy D. Slamm of New York, were 
proper depositaries of the public money. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he was not undertaking to 
justify that, but he asked where was there a bank 
in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. STETSON remarked that the clerk had no 
right to draw the money from the treasury. 

Mr. DUNCAN replied that he did net say tiie 
clerk had the right. 

Some remarks were here made by Mr. HUN- 
GERFORD and Mr. STRONG to Mr. Dcncak, 
which were not heard at tlie reporter's desk. 

Mr. DUNCAN resumed. Then be was with- 
out an answer. There was no bank in which to 
deposit tlie money in the District of Columbia; and 
the del k said he had deposited the money in others 
elsewhere. That the clerk had been imprudent — 
extremely imprudent — he did not doubt; but that 
he had embezzled the money or violated any law, 
there was no. evidence; and he (Mr. D.) could not 
vote for this resolution until the embezzlement waa 
proved. 

Mr. HAMLIN said they had received a report 
from a standing committee, and he knew he but 
uttered the expression of the sentiments of every 
member on the floor when he said tliey were deep- 
ly pained by the facts of that report. That report, 
however, it seemed to him was sufficient toerequire 
that they should go along without any false sympa- 
thy. He regretted as much as any man that 
tlie clerk should have acted as he was reported to 
have done; but on such a report being made, they 
were bound to act independent and irrespective of 
that which be believed to be a false sympathy. It 
was their duty to say to the executive that they, who 
were the representatives of the people, denred re- 
spectfully that he would see that the laws were exe- 
cuted. 

The gentleman from Ohio had asked where was 
the treasury; and the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Stetion] bad very properly remarked that 
neither Mr. Slamm of New York, nor the person in 
Ohio, whatever his name might be, waa a proper 
depositary of the public moneya; and in this ease 
they owed it to themselves, and to the people whom 
they represented, to say to the President, in respect- 
ful terms, let the law take its course. The clerk 
had been called upon over and over again to appear 
before the committee, and give some account ofthis 
money, and he bad not done bq-, the derk here yeo- 



tsrday stated to theiti that he had not misappro- 
priated a single dollar, and ha (Mr. H.) would ask 
if he had not also slated that he would show that 
fact by 10 o'clock to-day. And yet they were now 
asked to wait a little longer. He believed they 
oueht, while they eommisseroted the act, to oon> 
demn it aa berame them. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, to ramove the ebJM. 
tions of some gentlemen, moved to amend the res- 
olution by introducing the word "aleged" bofora 
the word "embezzlement." 

Mr. McDowell inquired if gentlemen warn 
satisfled, from the report which had been made, that 
an embezzlement haa been committed. (Loud erie* 
of "Yes," "yes."] He understood the ehairman of 
the committee to state that the accounting clerk ap- 
peared liefore them with a number of vouehnrs for 
their examination, which had not been examined. 
The clerk, too, had answered that he had |S9,O0Oia 
one of the banks of New York; and he called upon 
the members of the Hoose to say if they were aatia- 
fied that an embezzlement had taken place. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made some ramarlns 
which were not distinctly heard. 

Mr. McDowell proceeded to say Uiat th* 
committee should have examined the vouchers ]■•• 
aented to tliem before they made their report; and 
before he voted for this resolution, he wished to 
know whethrr he viras acting upon grodnds that 
could be justified. 

He concluded by moving the previous queMiont 
which was sustained by the House. 

The next question was on the amendment to in- 
sert the word "alleged;" on which 71 voted in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. J. R. INOERSOLL asked for the yeM mhI 
nays; which were refused. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked for tellers; which were or* 
dered. 

The question being taken, the amendment was re- 
jected — ayes 61, nays 96. 

The question recurring On the original retolation 
reported by the commiKee, 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART aaked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and being taken, result- 
ed — yeas 170, nays 4 — as follows: 

YEAS— MeSBra. Abt)ot. .\dams, Arringlon, Ashe, Atkin- 
son, Bayly, Baker, Bairingcr, Bariiaid, Benton, Ldward J. 
Black, James Black, JameH A Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Brengle, BrinkerhoB, Brodhead. Aaron V. Brown. Miltoa 
Brown, William J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buflington, 
Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Carj>cntpr, Jeremiui E. 
Gary, Carroll, Catlin, Iteuben Chapman, .Augustus A. Chap- 
mnn. Chupjwll. Chilton, Clinch, Clingnian, Coles, Collamer, 
Cfunitou, Cross, i;uIlom, Dana, Daniel, Uanvtt Davis, 
Ricliaid D.Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Delict, Dickey, 
Dillingham, Donglan, Dromgoole, Duolap, i>lllis, timer, 
Farlee. Kicklin. Fish, Florence, Foot. Foster, Kr«nch, Ful- 
ler, Ooggiu, Byram Green, (irinnidl, Orider, Hale, 
Hannibal Hamliu. Edward 8. Uanilin, Hammett, Har- 
alton, Hardin. Harper, Henley, Hcrrick. Hoge. Hopkini * 
Hubanl. Hudson. Hungerford, J. B Hunt. C. J. Ingersoll, 
Josi'|>h II. Ingersoll, Injn. Jcnks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. 
Johni^on, Andrew Johnson. George W. Jones, Preston 
King, Daniel P. King. Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, 
Liicus, Lumpkin, .\laclay, .\icClelland, .McConnell. Mcll- 
vaiuf, McKay, iMarsh, hdward Joy .^Jo^ris. Freeman 11. 
.Morse. Isaac' E. Morse, .Moseley. iSes, Norris, Owen, Par- 
mtiitcr. !'r»ter«on. Pettit. I'oilocK. Preston, Purdy. Kathbun, 
H; ,:;-], < \,::v\,., M. i'.ocd. Dsvi.l S. licid. Reding, Ritter, 
Xtdbuiu, Kobiuson, Kockwell. Rodney, Rogers, Russell. 
St John, Sample, Saundeti, Sentsr, 1 Domu H. Seynwar, 
David L. Sey mour. Simons, Simpson, SlideU, Albert Smith, 
John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B.Smith, Bobert 
Smith, Spanoe, Staenrod, Stephana, Stetson, Andrsw Stsw- 
art, John Stewart, Stllea, Jamaa W. Stono, Strong, S nm ms r a,' 
Sykes, Taylor, Thomsaaon. Thompaon, Tibbatta, TUdaii, 
Tucker, Tyler, Vane*. Vinton, wentwottb, Wethertd, 
John White, Beqjamin White, WUliama, Winthrep, Weed, 
waid, William Wright. Joseph A. Wiigbt.aad Vost-ITO. 
XAYB— Measrs. Duncan, Hays,- Jsneaoa sad MeDewall 
-4. 

So the resolution was adopted; and thtu th« rabk 
ject waa disposed of. 

ELKCTtON OF CLERK. 

Mr. HOPKINS rose and said that, under the 
14th rule of the House, they were requved to toM 
in the election of officers iir-this- House, visa seot. 
With reference to the election of derk, there waa 
perfect unanimity. To avoid delay and trouble, ha 
moved that the I4lh rule be suspended, for the pur- 
pose of receiving and acting on the resolution wnieh 
he sent to the Chair. 

The reaolution was read, as follows: 

Bf salved. That B. B. Frsaeh be, aad he is hereby, a p fC la W 
ed Clerk or this Hoose. 

The question was taken, and the ral« wtre ■af> 
pended. 
Mr. HOPKINS then offered the rwohition. 
Altera word firom Mr. PAYNE, 
Mr. HOPKINS moved the prsrioas ^psMion, 
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which WM Mconded, and the main queation vu or- 
dered; and beioc taken, waa decided in the afflrma- 
(iva by a unanimoua vote. 

Tbua B. B. French, eaq., firat ataiatant clerk, and 
now aeting clerk, ia electied clerk of the Houae of 
JUpreaeiUatiTea for the unexpired term of the prea- 
eni Conereea. 

Mr. HOOE moved that the Hooae adjourn. 

Mr. SCHENCK made an unaucceaaful appeal to 
Mr. Hook to withdraw the motion, to allow him to 
ofler a reaolution granting the uie of the hall to the 
Colonization Society. 

The Houae then adjourned to Monday, at 13 
o'clock. 

Tlte following noticea of petitiona preaentcd to- 
day, were haniMd to the reporter by the loembera 
prcaentine them: 

By Mr. KOBINSON: The petitioa of O. H. WhKiu jr, Starr 
CUrk, Levi Downiog, aod on* hundred aad elevtin other 
cUiauiiuof the town ofMexicOiCountyof 0«w«go, and State 
of New Yt>A, prartng for the abolition of alaTery and the 
alave trade of tne Dutrict of Columbia and in the Tonitory 
•TFlnida. 

By Mr. WXNTWORTH: The pvUUon of Myrom Whip- 
ple, and others, of Aurora, Kane county, Ulinoii , for the 
noeoapadon of Oregon: referred to the Committee on 
Territoriea. 

By Mr.DUNLAP: The two petitloni of the iahabitanti 
of Comberland county, in the Stat* of Maine, pnylnc for 
the ahoUabment of spirit ntioni in the Unit«d States 
«*»y. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Ebeneier L. Chaproaa, 
•ad n others, citizens of Newmaritet, New Hanpahire, lor 
the ebelition of slasery in the District of Columbia and the 
Territories: relirred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. Remonstianc* of £ben«zer L. Chapman, and 73 
olhen, eillzenk ofNewnufcet, New Hampshire, against the 
annexation of Texas: telerred to the Committee on roieign 
Affairs. Remonstrance of Joseph B. Wlggin, and 83 others, 
citltens of Werner, New Hampshir<>, against the annexation 
of Texas: referred to the Committee on Foreign Aftairs. 
Kemonetianc* of T. H. Miller, and 8S othen, citizens of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, against the annexation of 
Texas: referred to the Committee on Foreign Adairs. The 
petition of T. H. Miller, and W others, citizens of Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, praying Congress to abolish slave- 
nr in the Distriot of Columbia, and lerriterlea: referred to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia- The petition of 
Jonathan W. Smith, and 4S othen, citizens of .MiltoD, New 
Hampshire, for a reduction of postage: referred to tiie Com- 
mittee on the Past OIBoe and Post Roads. The petition of 
Joseph B. Wiggin, and 41 others, of Warner, New Uamp- 
•lUre, praying that Congress would abolish slarery ia the 
Distriot of Columbia ud the Territories: referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. Remonstrance oi 
Jonathan W. Smith, and 43 others, citizens of Milton, New 
HempslUre, against the annexation of Texas: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Afl'alrs. 

By Mr. LYON: Two pelitioas from the citizens of 
Centnrllle, Michigan, praying Congress to reduce the rates 
otpoetegetoauniiorainteortwoceiitsfor each aiagle let- 
ter not nieeeding half en ounce in weight. 

By Mr. HOO£: The petition of A. Smith, C. O. Taylor, 
and 77 othen, citizens of the State of Illinois, nraying the 
ntablishmentofa mail route from Peoria to Galena, in said 
Slate of Illinois, ria, Mt. Hawly, Wyoming, Toulon, Weath- 
ertfield, Uennesao, Portland, Prophetstown, Lyndon, Union 
Onve, Dyton, and Savannak: referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. BARRINOl^R: The petition of John O'Farral, S. 
J. Erwin, and 1-M other citizens of North Carolina, for an 
approu^en to rabuild the Branch Mint at Charlotte, North 

By -Mr. A. STEWART: The petition and documents of 
Robert Dinsmore, claiming a pension: referred to the 
Ceaimittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By .Mr. J. STEWART: The petition of IM Inhabitants of 
Rmspeet, in New Hcven county, Connecticut, against the 
annexation of Texas: referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Albin. 

By Mr. MOSELEY: Two several petitions from the oiti- 
lana of BolTalo, New York, for an appropriation to complete 
the harbor, and erect a light-h-iuse at the mouth of the Cat- 
lanugns creek on Leke trie. Petition of Peter Caviller of 
Battue, New Yoik, for an invaild peadon. 

By Mt. DAWSON: The petition of citizens of Louisiana 
for a post route from Morgauza, on the river Mississippi, 
to the Opelonsas, Ite. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of Williun LaUes, jr., 
•ad others, of Oswego, N. Y., praying for an appropriation 
for the construction of a hartwrat EighteeD-mlle Creek, in 
th* cooaty of Niagara, N. Y.; which waa referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The memorial of Van R. Humphry, and 
siuut)r.«lli*roiticeBi of Hudson, Ohio, praying (or a divi- 
•ion of iha Stat* of Ohio into a aoithsm and southern dis- 
trict (or the federal epuTts: referred to the Committee on the 
Jndieiuy. . The memorial of Cyrus A. Stowell. and other 
cnizens of Streetsborough, Portage county, Ohio, remon- 
stntlng agaiaet the •upexation of Texas to the Union upon 
any terms that ahaU permit the existenoe of slavery therein, 
or which will allow if, when admitted, a property rvpresenta- 
«»n la Congress: rrferred to the Committee on Foreign 
^S^*- V^ !»"*» of Franklin B. Hough, and othen, 
citizens of Onstavus, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying a 
nnifiwn rate of postage of two cenu on all leUei*. not ex- 
ey^JtasfhaJT to OuncS in weight, to any pUce wHbln the 
UaitedStatee: and also for the aboUUon of the ftankiog 
privilege! nbrred to theCommHtae on the Post Oflce and 
Post Roads. The petition of Ethan AIUm, and auadry 
otherdtizena of Twinsbuigh. Portage oonnty, Ohio prav- 
iag for a nan rotate from WasUi«ton, PfennsylTanla, to 
Cleveland, Ohio: referred to the t^mmittce on the Post 
Odkoe tod /9ft Road*. 



By Mr. NORRIB: The petition of John Chamberlain, ask- 
ing a pension on account of wounds received in the beltle 
of Cluppewa, dttrinff the late war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. DILLINGHAM: The petition of L. H. Noys, and 
TS Othen. praying for a new mail route from Hydepailc to 
West Berkshire, Vermont: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. The petition of B. Darling, 
and othen, of Sterlli^, Vermont, ptaying for a reduction 
of postage: referred to the same committee. The petition 
of B. Darling, and olhen. of Steriing. Veiinont, against the 
annexation oi Texas: referred to the Committee on Foreign 
AD'ain. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The remonstrance of David Avery, and 
104 othen, citizens of Hampton, Connecticut, against the 
annexation of Texas to this Union: nferred to the Commit, 
tee on Foreign Allain. 

By Mr. STILES: The memorial of the "Sevannah Cham, 
ber of Commeroe," praying an appropriation by Congress 
forlfae construction of cuslom-honse buildings in Sarannah, 
Georgia, and for other purposes: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. TYLER: The memorial of William Sbattuck,aud 
othen, citizens of the county of Cattaraugus, New York, 
in favor of the right of petition, against the annexation of 
Texas, in favor of the abolition of^Elaver>- in the District of 
Columbia and the Territories of the United States, and for 
the suppression of tlie African slave trade. 

By Mr. THOMASSON: The neUUonof W. Fellows and 
othen, citizens of Kentuckv, asliing a grant of land in the 
VInccnnes dUtrict, to complete the Erie and Wabash canal: 
referred to the Committee of the Whole Houeo on the slate 
of the Union, where the bill on tliat subject now is. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The peUtlon of divers citizens of West- 
em Pennsylvania, praying for the reduction of the rates of 
fostager referred to the Committee on the Fust Office and 
ost Roads. 

By Mr. McCLEXLAND: The petition of John Hntohins 
of Adrian. Miciiigan, for conveyance of land equitablv be- 
longing to him. Also, remonstrance of George Hill and 
othen, of Washtenaw county, Michigan, against the annex- 
ation of Texas with slavery, Sic. Also, the petition of cap- 
tains and shipownera on the lake for appropriations for her- 
bon and light houses. 

Bv Mr. ST. JOHN: The peUtion of WilUid V. Way. and 
24 citizens of Wood county, Ohio, asking the division of 
the State into two Judicial cirouits: referrra to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NORHIS: The petition of John C. Monlton, and 
107 others, preying that a post route Inay be estaMished 
from Gilford, by lake Village, Meredith Village, Holderness 
Centre, and Holderness, to Plymouth, in the State of New 
Hampshire. 

By Mt. PHIENIX: The petition of Mrs. Ann Mix, wife of 
the late commander Mervin Mix, of the United States 
navy, for a'pension. 

By Mr. HARPER; The resolutions of a meeting of sun- 
dry citizens of Zsnosville, Ohio, In favor of the annexation 
of Texas, and the immediate occupation of the Territory 
of Oregon: referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

By Mr. E. J. MORRIS: The petition of Joel Zone and 
othen, citizens of Philadelphia, praying Congress to revise 
the naturalization lawa so as to prevent the frauds perpetrat- 
ed under them, and to extend the time of probation to 31 
year*. 

By Mr. REDING: The memorial of Dr. Lawson, Surgeon 
General of the army: referred to the Committe* on PubUc 
Expenditures. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petiUon of WlUiam Oooch and 
14 other citizens of Wells, in the State of Maine, for a light- 
house at the entrance of Kennebec harbor in said State: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commeroe. 

By Mr. 8HKPARD CARY: The peUUon of A. G. Hig- 

S ins and others, for allowance of fishing bounty: referred to 
le Committre on Commerce. 

By Mr. HE.NLEY: The petition of John B. Wilson snd 
two hundred othen, for the graduation and reduction of th* 

f trice of the public lands, which have been ten yean or 
onger in the market 

Br Mr. FULLER: The petition of Byron Kingsbury, ad- 
mlniilratnr of Simon Spaldi'ng. deceased, praying Congress 
to ftiake provision for the adjustment and settlement of the 
claim of said Simon Spalding for services rendered during 
the war of the revolution: referred to th* Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 



IN SENATE. 
MeiiVAT, January SO, 1645. 
Mr. EVANS presented the credentials of Hon. 
JoBM FxiRriBLD, who i« re-elected a United Slates 
senator from the State of Maine for six years from 
and after the 3d day of March next; which were 
read, and ordered to be placed on file. 

HTS80VRI ON ANNE.TATION. 
Mr. BENTON preaented the resolutions of the 
general assembly of the State of Missouri in favor 
of the annexation of Texas, and requested that they 
might be read; which was done accordingly, in the 
following woi^s: 

Ruotvei bij lAs ifenermt ossmA^ o/Mc Stal* of JCissenri, 
1. l*hat, in the opinion of this general assembly, th* r«an- 
nexation of Texas to the UnitM States is a great national 
measure, demanded by a large majority of the people of this 
State, and that the safety and interests of both governments 
require and demawl It at the earliest practicable period. 

i. That the republic of Texas is a freo and independent 
State; and that the acquired her independence, and ner tei^ 
ritory, in a manner which left no stain upon Uie honor of 
her people. 

, i. That Texas has givan to the world ample and sufficient 
evidence of her disposition and ability to maintain her inde- 
pendence, and the exalted station she has assumed among 
the nations of the earth. 

4. Xhtt Uw (ovetofflent of T*xw bu the isdispolabl* 



right to transfer, ahd the government of Am Uailed SMaa 
the right to accept, the territory of Texas, without tba co» 
sent 01, and without giving any just cause of offence to aay 
other piower: Pimiitd. however, thai the boundary lias b» 
tween the annexed territory and Mexico is left opca to fs- 
tare negotiation between the United States and Mezieo. 

6. 7 hat, in the opinion of this general assembly, agr«a 
majority of the people of this State prefer that Texas ahonld 
be annexed to the United Sutes without dividing ber terri- 
tory into slaveholding and non-«iaveholding Stale*; bBttoav. 
ing that quasticn to be settled by the people who now, or 
may hereafter, occupy the territory that may be annexed. 

e. Thai the people of Missouri regarded the annexatioa 
of Texas to the United States so essential la the interests 
of this Stole, and of the whole United State*, that, rather 
than bil in the consummation of this object, 11 it camot ba 
edecled in accordance with the principles set forth ia tha 
above resolutions, they would comrnt to such t«a*onabl* 
tad just compromises, approximating as near as posaibia to 
these principle* as may be indispanssbly necessary to *•- 
cure the accomplishment of the measure, and preaerv* tha 
peace and harmony of the Union. 

7. That our senaton in Congress be instructed, and oar 
members of the House of Represeatative* be leqaectad, to 
use their beet exertions in behalf of the annevaUen of Taxas 
to the United States, in conformity with the wishes of tha 
people of Missouri, as expressed in the above resolution*. 

B. That the secretary of stole Is hereby required to for- 
ward to each of our aenaton and repraseststive* in Co» 
gross • copy of these reoolutioiu. 

Mr. B. moved that the resolutions be printed, and 
be refinred to the Committee on Foreign Relations; 
and, before the vote waa taken on hia motion, ho 
proceeded to make some remarks in favor of the 
resolutions and of the genend assembly whieh bad 
pasaedthem. Theyweredrawn,hesaid>tntfaept«>per 
spirit The State of Missouri was more deeply inter- 
ested in the annexadon ofTexas than any other State 
in the Union, but was willing to agree to the com- 
promises which the peace and harmony of the Uniofl 
required. This waa patriotic and wise, and worthr 
of the spirit in which the constitution was formea. 
It waa an example worthy to be followed by other 
States. It was in conformity to the letter — paternal 
and immortal it ought to be called — which General 
Washington addressed to the Slates when he pre- 
sented to them for their acceptance that sacred con- 
stitution under which we now live. The &tber of 
his country then declared that the spirit of compro- 
mise bad established the constitution — that there 
coidd have been none if each Slate had inaiated apon 
having her own will. Thus the constitution was 
form^: thus only could it be preserved; and be 
(Mr. B.) waa proud to see the yovtof^ Slate of 
Missouri breathing the spirit which Washington 
recommended. 

Mr. B. said the resolutions asserted the honor aad 
justice of the Texian revolution — that it waa com- 
menced for just cause, and eonducted with humani- 
ty and honor — and that independence had been 
gained without stain or reproach. It gave him 
pleasure, he said, to sustain this assertion of the 
general assembly of his State, not by a speech com- 
posed for the occasion, but by refernnz to what h« 
nad said years ago when the people of Texas wars 
butlitile known to Europe or the world, and whea 
a voice in their &vor from the floor of the Americu 
Senate was worth something more than any thing 
that be could say now. He had then detailed the 
causes of the revolt, and showed that no revolt wis 
ever more just and sacred, not even our own, lo 
which it bore a close resemblance. He had seen 
no recent statement, much as be had seen n- 
eently oh the subject of Texas, whieh did jostiee 
to the origin of the revolution: his own, made eight 
years ago, was the most accurate that he had seen; 
and, to do justice to the case, and to avoid makior 
a new speech out of an old one, he wotdd now read 
what he then said. It would be curioiu end is- 
structtve to see how rearly the causes of the Texiaa 
revolt, and that of our own American colonies, were 
the same. 

Mr. fi. then read from a speech he luid delivered 
in favor of acknowledging the independence of Tex- 
as, in the month of Ji2y, 1836: 

"Heartless is the cslnmny invented and propagated, a* 
from this floor, but elsewhere, on the cause of the Texiaa 
revolt. It Is said to be a war for the extension of slaveiy f ' 
It had as well lie said that our own revolution was a war 
for the extension of slavery. So far from it, that no rsvot, 
not even our own, ever had a more Jnat and a more Aacisd 
origin. The settlen in Texas went to live under the <bm 
of govenment which they had left behind in the UaMal 
Stoles, a government which extends so many gaaniitjes fat 
life, lit>r.rty, property, and the .pursuit ol happiness. sb4 
which their American and English anccstora bad vindjcstc4 
for so many hundred yean. A itnccession of violent chkn^ | 
in government, and the rapid overthrow of ntlers. an * 
noyed and distressed them; but they remained ttasqnllii» 
der every violence which did not immediately bearon tktta- 
selves. In lem the republic of 1821 wis superseded br th< 
imperial diadem of Iturblde. In 1833 he was deposed sad ' 
banished, returned and was shot, and Victoria made rreu- 
dent. MealODO aod Bravo disputed the presidency vitk 
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trweik, uid found, in tnnlilunsnt, Uia mildnt iMoe known 
t« nnmcDMitBi ci«il wur. Fadma wu elected in 1898; 
OoeiTcio OTeithnw him the next year. Then Buatamenie 
orerthrew Onerreroj and, quiclLly, Santa Anna oTCithrew 
Buitiunente, and with tiiro all the forma of the contUtuUon 
ml the whole frame of the (•dentiTecoTernment. fijr hit 
own will and hj force, Santa Anna autolvwl the exuting 
Covgrets, convened another, formed the two Hou>e> into 
one, callad it a cdnrention, and mads It the initrunient for 
depotlng, without trial, the conititutioDal Vice Preiideot, 
Gomez 1<liria«, patting Bamgan into tu« place, annihilating 
the State govenimentc, and ettabliabing a conaolidated gov- 
ernment, of which he wad monarch under the retained re- 
publican title of President Still the Texiant did not take up 
unu. Thay did not acquieeee, bat they did not revolt. 
They retained their State goveinment in operation, and 
looked to the other Statea, older and more powerful than 
Texai, to vindicate the general caure, and to reestablith 
till: federal conatitution of 18!t4. In September, 183$, thia 
waa still ber poaition. in that month a Mexican armed ves- 
sel appeared otf the coaat ofTexaa,and declared her porta 
blockaded. At the aame time t^eneral Coa appeared in the 
welt with an army of fifteen hundred men, with orders to 
amat the Slate authorities, to disarm the iohabitanta, leav- 
ing on« gun to evei7 five handrad aonls, and to reduce the 
State to nncpaditioml aubmiaaion. Uonsales was the select- 
ed point for the commencement of the execution of these or- 
ders; and the fint thing was the arms, those trustr rUes 
which the settlers had brought with them from the United 
Siatea, which were their delenee against savages, their r«- 
taurea fST gane,and,tha guaid which conveited their hoosea 
lute oullos stronger than those 'which Iht King cannot 
tntrr.* A delachment of General Cos's army appeared at 
the village of (Senzalea on the 38th of September, and de- 
manded ue anna of the inhabitanta: it was the same de- 
mand, anj for the same purpose, whkh the British detach- 
ment under major Pitcairo Itad made at Lexington on the 
19th April, ITtb. It waa the same demand ! ana the same 
answer was given — realstance— battle — victory ! Ibr the 
American blood was at Oonrale* as it had been at 
LagUogtea; and between using their arms and surrendering 
their anna, that blood can never hesitate. Then followed 
the rapid suoceasion of biilllant events which, in two montha, 
left Texas without an armed enemy in her borden, and the 
strong forts of Ooliad and the Alamo, with tbeirgarriaons 
and cannon, the almost bloodless prizes of a few hundred 
Texian rifles This was the origin of the revolt; and a cal- 
umnv mora heartless can never be imagined than that which 
would convert this just and holy defence of life, liberty, and 
property into an aggression for the extension of slavery. 

"Just in its origin, valiant and humane in its conduct, sa- 
cred In its object, the Texian revolt has iilnstrated the an- 
gkkSaxen character, and given it new titlea to the respect 
aid admiration of the world. 

"It shows that liberty. Justice, valor— moral, physical, 
sad intellectaal power— diserimiiiate that race whenver it 
coea.^ Let onr America rejoice, let Old England njoice, 
that the Bnaaos and Colorado, new and strange names, 
atreassa lar berand the western bank of the rather of 
Floods, have lelt the impress and witnessed the exploits of 
a people sprang from their loins, and carrying their Ian- 
gnage, laws, and customs, their mejna e^arte and all Its glo- 
rioas privikgea, into new ngions and far distant climea. Of 
the individoala who have purchased lasting renown in this 
^oung war, it would be impossible, in this place, to speak 
in detail, and invidious to discriminate; but there is one 
saong tbam whose position forms an exception, and whose 
early assodatioa with myself Justifies and claims the tribute 
of a particular notice. I speak of him whose romantic vie- 
torv has given to the JtcinW that immortality in grave and 
serious history which the disko9 of Apollo had given to it in 
the ftUmlous pagea of the heathen mythology, lieu'-ral 
Houston was bom in the State of Virginia, county of Rock- 
bridge; he was appointed an ensign in the amy of the Uni- 
ted Statea during the late war with Great Britain, and serv- 
ed in the Creek campaign under the bannera of Jackson. I 
waa the Lieatenant Colonel of the regiment to which he be- 
longed, and tike ilrat field officer to whom he reported. 1 
tbea marked in him the same soldierlv and gentlcronnly 

Jioalities which have since distinguished uis eventful career; 
mnk,'geiien>iu, brave— ready to do, or to sufier, whatever 
the obuga/ttons of civil or military duty imposed; and al- 
ways prompt to answer the call of honor, patriotiam, and 
friendship. Sincerely do 1 r^oice in his victory. It is a 
victory- without alloy, and without parellel, except at New 
Orleans. It is a victory which the civilization oi^ the age, 
and the honor of the human race, required him to gain, for 
the 19th century la not the age in which a repetition of the 
troliad .Matliu could be endured. Nobly has be answerad 
the reoniaUion; freah and luxuriant an the laurels which 
idorn Via brow. 

"It is not within the scope of my present purpose to speak 
»f militarT evenia, and to celebrate the exploits of that van- 
goatd of ue Anglo-Saxons, who are now on the confines 
of the aaeient empire of Montezuma; but that combat of the 
San Jacinto! it must forever remain in the catalogue of mil- 
itary miracles. Seven hundr«l and fifty citizens, miscella- 
neously armed with rifles, muskets, belt pistols, and knives, 
under a leader who had never seen ser\-icu, except as a sub- 
allera, march to attack near double their numbent— march 
In open day across a clear prairie, to attack upwards of 
twelve hundred veterans, the elite of an invading amy of 
seven thousand, posted in a wood, their flanks secured, 
front entrenched, and commanded bv a geoeml trained in 
civil wars, viotorious In nambarless battles, and chief of an 
emnira of which no man becomes chief except asconaaeror. 
In twenty minutes the position la forced. The combat be- 
comes a carnage. The flowery prairie is stained with blood; 
the hyachith w no longer blue, bat scarlet. Six buudred 
Mesicana are dead; six hundred more are prisoners, half 
wouitded; the president general himself is a prisoner; the 
caasp and baggage all taken; and the loss to the victora, six 
liiUed and twenty wounded. Such arc the results, and 
whkh no European can believe, but those who saw Jack- 
son at New Orleana. Houston ia tbe pupil of Jackson; and 
he la tl|e Arat aelf-made general, since the time of Mark An- 
tony, and tbe King Antigonus, who has taken the general 
of the arrty and the h<ad of the government captive in ba^ 

' HTiclhtfa; h^voinDras; htidUiith«<-, w«t«T Aow«r- 



tU. DMbtant from Antony, he haa spared the life of his 
captive, thoagh forfeited by every law, hamaa and divisa. 

"I voted in 1831 to acknowledge the absolute indepand- 
ance of Mexico. I vol* now to recognise the contingent 
and expected indapendence of Texas. In both cases tbe 
vote is given open the same principle — upon tbe principle 
of diiiianction where conjunction is impossible, or disas- 
trous. The union of AJexico and Spain had become impos- 
sible; that of Mexico and Texas is uo louger desirable or 
possible. A more fatal present could not be made than that 
of tba fhiurc incorporation of the Texas of La Salle 
with the ancient empire of Montezuma. They could not 
live together, and extermination is not the genius of the 
age; and, lierides, is more easily talked of than done. 
Bioodahed only could be the fruit of their conjunction; and 
every drop of that blood would be the dragon's teeth sown 
upon the earth. No wise Mexican should wish to have this 
Trojan horse shut up {vithin their walls." 

Thia (aaid Mr. B.) ia what I aaid eight yean ago, 
in atating the causes of the Texian revolution, and 
it fully juitifies the aasertion of the general auem- 
bly of Missouri. In fact, the paraOel is eomplete 
between our own and the Texian revolution. In 
each case the inducing causes were a long series of 
▼iolated rights; in each the immediate cause waa 
the blockaM of ports, and the attempt to disarm the 
inhabittmts. 

The resolutions declare that a great majority of 
the people of the State are in favor of annexation. 
This was doubtless the case. He believed the sen- 
timent of the Slate to ht almost unanimous in &vor 
of that measure, and was only surprised that it was 
not entirely so. Besides her general interest in tbe 
success of the measure, she had an individual inter- 
est arising from her position, and the great trade 
which she carried on with Mexico, and to which 
the present condition of Texas, as a foreign State, 
interposed the most serious obstacle. Every con- 
sideration general to the Union, or special to herself^ 
made annexation desirable to her; and this was so 
evident that the sentiment in favor of it might be ex- 
pected to become stronger and stronger, until the 
measure was accomplish^. 

Mr. B. said the retmnexation of Texas was de- 
clared by the resolutions to be a great national meas- 
ure, necessary to the welfare both of Texas and the 
United States, and which ought to be accomplished 
as soon as practicable. He concurred in the wis- 
dom and justice sf this declaration, and had been of 
that opinion ever since the country was given away, 
in 1819. It was indeed a national measure, and a 
great national measure, and should never be d^ 
graded into anything sectional or partisan. Kept 
upon its proper basis of nationality, and presented 
in the spirit of harmony and compromise which tbe 
general assembly recommended, and he bad no 
reason to fear the complete accomplishment of their 
wishes. 

The resolutions were then ordered to be printed 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ATCHISON said it might not be improp- 
er in him to state that he also had received like reso- 
lutions; and he acknowledged to the fullest extent 
the right of instruction and the duty of the repre- 
sentative to obey. On this question he was even wil- 
ling to go further than the instructions called for. 
At the same time, he could but admire the spirit of 
compromise exhibited in these resolutions. In the 
three first resolutions he believed the le«°sla- 
ture of Missouri had expressed tbe opinion of that 
State. He concurred fully wiih the fourth reso- 
lution, which declares tlie opinion of the general 
assembly of the State of Missouri, that there is no 
power on earth to consult in this matter except the 
government of Texas and the United Slates; and 
that Texas has a right to tranfer, and the govern- 
ment of tbe United States the right to accept, the 
territory of Texas, without giving any iust cause of 
offence to any other power. The uui resolution 
leaves the question of slavery to be settled by the 
people, who now or hereafker vokj occupy the ter- 
ritory to be annexed; and with this he also most 
heartily concurred. The legislature of Missouri, 
■a it appeared in the sixth resolution, were, in the 
same spirit of compromise, willing, if the annex- 
tion could not be consuminated upon the principles 
set forth in the resolutions, to yield Iheir own opin- 
ions to the will of the people of the United States, 
for the sake of preserving the peace and harmony 
of tlie nation. He cordially concurried in the sen- 
timents expressed in all these resolutions. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from Thos. 
B. Winston, praying to be relieved tttjm tbe pay- 
ment of a judgment obtained againat him by the 
United States; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims- 
Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial iVom the 
Ctwmber of Commerct of Sftrannah upon the sub- 



ject of an appropriation to rebuild the custom-house 
in that city, which was destroyed by fire: tefsntti 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, presented a petition from Calvin Emmons, 
praying for the renewal of his patent for a ric« 
thrashing machine: referred to the Committer oa 
Patents. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from tbe inhab- 
itants of Windham, in the Commonwealth of 
Maine, asking that all the propositions for the an- 
nexation of Texas as a slaveholding State may be 
rejected: referred to the Committee on Foreign R»> 
lations. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for a reform in 
the naturalization laws: referred to the Committee 
on the Judicianr. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a memorial from Cale- 
donia county, Vermont, remonstrating against the 
annexation of Texas to the United States under 
any circumstances: referred to tbe Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from cer- 
tain surgeons in the United States navy, praying for 
assimilatad rank: refeired to tbe Committee onNft- 
val Affairs. 

Mr. CHOATE presented ft remonstrance front 
Middlesex county, Massachusetts, against the en- 
nexation of Texas to the United Slates in any fonn: 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claini«t 
to which the memorial of Jeanetto C. Huntington, 
widow and sole executrix of William D. Cheever, 
deceased, praying the payment of a balance due ber 
late husl»nd for losses on treasury notes, and the 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Wil- 
liam D. Cheever, were referred, reported the bill 
back without amendment, and recommended ita 
passage. 

On motion by Mr. FOSTER, the Committee on 
Claims were discharged from the further considera* 
tion of the petition of Albom Allen, praying for 
compensation for building a revenue biMtt. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented additional document* 
in support of the claim of William Fuller and Or- 
lando Saltmarsh on the Post Office Department; 
which he hoped would be, in the opinion of tbe 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, sufficient to eetablish their claim: re- 
ferred to that Commiuee. 

AUo presented a petition from a number of citi- 
zens of the Spring Garden district, praying that the 
naturaliztiticn lavs may be so antended as to pre- 
vent foreigners firora becoming citizeits tmtil afksr 
twenty-one years' residence: referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Also, a petition from a number of citizens of Hel- 
lidaysbui^, in Huntington county, Pennsylvania, 
representing that the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs of the House hsd reported in favor of the e»> 
tablisbment of a national armory at South Easton, 
and praying that the fitness of Hollidaysburg for 
such an establishment may be looked into: refened 
to the Committee oo Military Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from Lieut. 
J. M. Oillis, of the Navy of tbe United Stale*, ask- 
ing compensation for scientific duties performed by 
him in connection with the exploring ezpedidon: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Amir*. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from Jno. 
M. Campbell and other inhabitanu of Penn*ylva» 
nia, praying that a uniform ayRtem of postage— «fS 
cents on letter* not exceeding a half ounce in weight 
— may be established by law: ordered IttVit on tbe 
table— tbe bill to reduce the postage being now be- 
fore the Senate. 

OREGON. 

Mr. ALLEN presiented a memorial from a num* 
ber of citizens of Roa* and Pickaway eounties, 
Ohio, praying Congress to extend the laws of the 
United States, through a territorial govs mw e nt, over 
the Oregon Territory. 

Mr. A. said that this memorial was very eioiilar. 
in its phraseology to that which he presented *ome 
three or four days ago. It assumed general, wad, ia 
his judgment, conclusive reasons in flavor of the 
measure which it recommended. This memorial, 
like the other which he presented, wa* signed by 
some several hundred citizens of the State of Ohio 
— mostly farmers; and the character of tbe sigiieis, 
as he had staled on a former occaaioiij entitledihein 
to particuUr attentioD. But he woul^ take occasion 
to say here, that the deeire to have this measure ao- 
compUsixd was not confined, in the State of Ohio, I4f 
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anjr particular dticription of population, or to any 
particular part of the State. He prei uraed that there 
vaa no man in the United Siatea, having so large a 
conatttnaney aa he hail, who wa* better personally 
Mqaainled with that conatiturney than himself. 
Cirenrastancea, on leveral occasions, had brought 
him in contact with almost the entire population of 
the Stale, aasembird to trenaact great national af- 
fairs, preceding the election which bad just taken 
glace. He hadtravenied the State several times; and 
ad been in almost every county in it, and had sren 
aasembled great numbers of the inhabitants. He 
had had the honor of shaking hands with conntlesa 
thousands of his eonstituencv, and of conversing 
with them personally. And he knew, so far as it 
waa possible for anv one man to know, the feelinea 
and sentiments of tne people of hia State; and, with 
thia knowledge, h« could state in reference 
to the great question of Oregon— what could not be 
•fated, perhaps, in leference to any public question 
that bad ever been presented to this government — 
that he did not know a human being in the State of 
Miio who was opposed to the prayer of the petition. 
He did not know of one solitary being who waa not 
in ftvor of eatahlishing the laws of the United Stales, 
in the form of a territorial government, over the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon, which our people believed belonged 
to lu, and meant to retain. He would ask the ref- 
erence of this memorial to the Select Committee; but 
ea that committee had reported, he moved to lay the 
memorial on the table, and that it be printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petiuon from Mra. 
Pike, the widow of the late General Pike, praying 
Congresa to make her some compensation for the 
extraordinary services of her husoand: referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which the subject was referred, reported 
a bill to enable the Chickasaw nation to try the va- 
lidity of their claim in the courts of the United States; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading, 
and the report and documents accompanying to m 
printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented two memorial from cit- 
izens of the township of Bedford, in Cuyahoga 
countY, Ohio, against the annexation of Texas to 
die United States: referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. JARNAOIN, from the Commiuee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of the heirs of Christopher Taylor, a 
•urgeon's mate in the revolutionary army, praying 
for commutation pay. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of the 
heirs of Albert A. Muller, for commutation pay; 
which reports were ordered to be printed. 

Also, m>m the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of James 
Bell, deceased; which was read, and ordered to se- 
eond reading. 

Mr. JARNAOIN, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, repor ed back, without amend- 
ment, imd with a recommendotiou that it do pass, 
the bill for the relief of' the legal representatives of 
VTilliam Russworm, deceased. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York presented a petition 
(torn certain merchants of New York, praying the 
allowance of a drawback on certain dutiea: referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trie of Columbia, reported back, with an amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
to incorporate the orphan asylum and female free 
school of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia. 

Also, reported back, with an amendment, the bill 
from the lleuse to correct a clerical error in the act 
■upplemcntary to the act regulating arrests on 
mesne process in the District of Columbia. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the above bill was 
taken up as in committee of the'wh> le. 

Mr. M. remarked that he had examined tbe en- 
grassed bill of last session, and found that the errors 
proposed to be corrected originated by the omission 
of words in the enrblment of the bill. As the law 
of last sassion stood, persons fined aa a penally for 
• violation of a city ordinance were relieved from 
impiisenment, although they should fail to pay the 
ftoe. Tbe amendment of the committee proposed to 
oorrect that, which waa never intended to be so. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrosaed, 
•s amanded, for a third reading. Subsequently read 
the thii4 time and pas s ed. 

On motion by Mr. ATHKRTON.the Committee 



on Pensions waa dlso|luuged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of John Cariow, praying 
for an increase of pension, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Nnval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, the petition of 
Geneml John Cocke, praying compensauon for ad- 
vancea made aa Indian commissioner, was ordered 
to be taken from the files and referred to tbe Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of William Hnllinger, which was read twice, 
and referred to ihe Commiitee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to amend tbe act eiititled 
"An act to provide for the enlistment of boys in the 
naval service, and to extend the term of enlistment 
of seamen;" which was read, and ordered to a secp 
ond reading. 

STATUE OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted the following 
resolntioo: 

Ruohed iy the Senate of the Vnittd Statei, That tbe Com- 
mittee on the Libntry be initructed to inqiiire Into the ex- 
pedienoy and propriety of employing Luigi Penico to ex* 
■cute, for the United Statei, an equeairian •tatue, in bronze, 
ofOeorge Washington. 

Mr. C. had not half a dozen words to say on this 
subject; and he could well desire to give it into 
other and abler hands. Mr. Persico was well 
known as an artist of great distinction and eminence, 
and had long been in the service of the United 
States. He need say nothing of his talents. The 
object of the resolution was to obtain a statute in 
bronze of General Washington. The pride and 
gratitude of thia country could never be exhausted 
in multiplying memorials of this great man — whose 
name was connected with all that was great in the 
history of our country. All that remained for us 
to do was to signalize him as far as we could, in 
presenting him to the eyes and feelings of the coun- 
try. These sort of memorials, though silent and 
inanimate, spoke a language to the American heart, 
eloquent above all others. It was said of the fabled 
atattie of Memnon, that when the sun's first beams 
struck it in the morning, music was heard to issue 
from it. He could say, in a less poetic temper, of 
this memorial of General Washington, that the eye 
of an American citizen could scarcely rest upon it, 
without deriving inspiration from it, and producing 
in the heart emotions of gratitude. It was with 
this sort of feeling upon 'his own part, that he de- 
aircd to see all these memorials and remembrances 
presented to the eyes of our citizens; and it was in 
this spirit that he offered the resolution. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. WOODBRIDQE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Noah 
Miller, of the State of Maine; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading, and the report accom- 
panying to be printed. 

Several adverse reports of the standing commit- 
tees on private claims were taken up and concurred 
in by the Senate. 

Tne engrsBsed bill for the relief of Asahel Brain- 
ard was read the third time and passed. 
POSTAGE BILI.. 

The bill to reduce the mtes of postsge, to correct 
the abuse of the franking privilege, came up as the 
special order of tbe day; out was, on motitm of Mr. 
MERRICK, passed over informally to another day, 
with the view, before action upon it, of having the 
report on tlie operation of the penny postage sys- 
tem in England, which waa orderecl to be printed, 
and laid upon the desks of senators. 

THE GENERAL ORDERS. 

The first bill on the calendar was that providing 
for the ascertainment of claims of American citizens 
for spoliations prior to tbe 3Ist of July, 1801. 

On motion of Mr. CHOATE, this bill was passed 
by informally. 

The next waa the Senate bill to reflate the ap- 
pointments and promotions of officers m the United 
States revenue service. 

This bill enacts that heivafter captains and lieu- 
tenants in tbe revenue marine service shall be ap- 
painted by the President of the United States, by 
and with the advice of tbe Senate; and the non-com- 
missioned officers by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
upon his warrant. Also, that no person shall be 
first appointed in the revenue marine service to a 
higher grade than third lieutenant, and none be con- 
sidered eligible to that office except between the age 
of 18 and 35 yean, and of at least three years' expe- 
rience at sea; also, that no officer shall oe promoted 
u> a higher grade tlian second lieutenant, without 



the written ttstimony of two captains in Ae servi ee 
that he ia of good moral character, has the necessary 
qualifications as a seaman and navigator, and until 
he shall have been examined, and a report in hia &- 
vor made by a board of officers appointed for tlie pur- 
pose by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

This bill was taken up, considered, and ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The next was the Senate bill making ocmpanaa- 
tion to pension agenu. It provides that in fattne 
the Secretary of War may allow to pension agoiUa 
commission on their disbuisements such as h« may 
deem just and reasonable, not to exceed two p«r 
cent., nor in any one instance f 1,000 per annum. 

The bill was taken up as in committee of the 
whole; and no amendment being offered, 

Mr. BATES stated that this was the same bQl 
which passed the Senate laat session. Tbe Com- 
mittee on Pensions, having given the subject careful 
consideration, had come to the conclusioii that some 
such provision should be made for pension agMlta. 
It waa in accordance with the opinionsof the depart* 
ment. ... 

It was reported back to the Senate, and ordared to 
beengroased and read a third time. 

The next was the Senate bill to organize a new 
land district in the southern part of the State of A^ 
kansas. 

It was taken up, considered, and ordered to be 
engrossed and reard a third time. 

The nrxt was the Senate bill for the continuatioii 
of the Cumberland road in the Statee of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois. 

It was taken up, considered, and ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The next was the bill to refund an asosrtaiiied 
balance due Massachusetts. 

This bill was taken up as in committee of Ihe 
whole. 

Mr. TAPPAN asked was this the same bill that 
was up last session. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said it wa^ 

No amendment being offered, the bill was re- 
ported back to the Senate; and, on the qoeation of 
engrossment, 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. BREESE called for some infonhation as to 
the nature of the bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Military Aiihirs, explained that the bill pro- 
vided that the sum specified in it should be paid to 
Massachusetts, being the amount reported by the 
general government to be due her, on the same prin- 
ciple which had obtained in relation to refundiiig lo 
the other States their enpenses incurred in the last 
war. The whole amount claimed is not to be paid, 
aa a deduction from that claim is made for the arms 
furnished by the State itself, and retainedby iu 

The bill authorizes the payment cf f|S27,17f> 48, 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to the State of Massachusetu; being the 
balance due thut State for disbursements during tha 
late war with Great Britain, as ascertained by the 
Secretary of War, in his report to the House of 
Representatives, 23d December, 1837; deducting 
from tbe claim of $373,716 14, reported as doe, 
145,539 66, paid by the State for arms and accou- 
trements. 

The question was then taken, and resuhad: yeM 
97, nays 17, as follows: 

YEAS— MMtn. Archer, Batet, Baraid, Berrien, Ckaals, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Kvans. Fottar of Tenasaiw, 
Franclt, Heoderaon, Hugar, Hantingtoa, JohaiOB. Mas- 

turn, .Merrick. Miller, Morehaad, Paaace, rhalps, Fertar, 
immou, Upharo, White, and Woodbridgs— 37. 
NAVB— ^leIl^i. Allta, Atbky, Atchiaon, Atharles, Baf- 
by, Bentoa. Breoae, Buchanan, (;olqnitt, DioUnaoa. Haima- 

fan, Nilaa, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappac, Wallcrr, and Woo*. 
ury— 17. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time. 

The next was the Senate lull for the reUef of 
Joshua Shaw. 

It was taken up as in committee of the whole. 

It provides for the investigation, by the Secretary 
of War, of the claim of Joshua Shaw against iat 
United States for compensation for the use made in 
the army and navy of his inventions, namely, "the 
percusaion nap and lode for small arms," and the 
percussion locks and wafer primers for cannon;" 
and for his peitional services rendered at the in- 
stance of the government, in experimenting on these 
inventions, in consequence of the success of which 
they were adopted m the army and navy. Upoa 
such investigation, tbs Secretary is authorizaa to 
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make jutt compenaation, not exceedinf; the «um of 

; which being certified by him, ahall be 

paid out of the treasury in full of the claim of said 

Mr. CRITTENDEN briefly explained the nature 
or the claim. The Committee on Military Affairs 
bad tnnglit and obtained full information from the 
War Department and the Ordnance Bureau, which 
fhowed that Mr. Shaw was reco];niscd by the gov- 
ernment as the inventor of the percussion caps and 
locks for smalt fire-arms, and of the percussion locks 
and wafer primers for cannon, now and for many 
years adopted in the army and navy. When he of- 
fered his mventions to the government, experiments 
wett authorized, which proved satisfactory, and the 
Inventions were at once adopted under tlie promise of 
not revealing bis secret, ana of compensating him for 
their use in the servioe. Owing to changes in the officers 
of the government and other circumstances, the secret 
WIS not kept, nor the promise of compensation; and 
now that Mr. Shaw grows old and finds himself re- 
duced to poverty, he claims that compensation. The 
committee thought it should be left to the Secretary 
of War to investigate and settle the claim, upon the 
Rounds of its merits; but with a restriction as to 
the maximum to be allowed. He (Mr. 0.) now 
moved to fill the blank with the sum of $25,000. 

Mr. HENDERSON asked where Mr. Shaw re- 
lidcs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, he belieTed in Phila- 
delphia. 

Mr. HENDERSON had an impression that this 
Mr. Shaw charged some one with having surrepli- 
liously obtained bis secret, and procured compensa- 
jon from government for it. He inquired if a Cap- 
uin Bell lud not been remunerated for something of 
liis kind. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had never heard of any 
Mher claimant — knew nothing of the matter, and 
»uld give the senator no information on the subject, 
'f there was anything of the kind, the officers who 
lad reported on the matter would be aware of it; 
Hitthejbad all concurred iu regarding Mr. Shaw 
a the mventor of the perr.ussion locks and caps 
riopted by the government. So imporuut did the 
unperor of Russia regard this invention that he 
ent Mr. Shaw a present of $500. 

Mr. HENDERSON was satisfied with the ez- 
ihnation. 

Mr. NILES thought the blank might be filled in 
onformity with the precedent adopted in the case of 
naking compensation for the use of sulphur vapor 
atths m the navy — used for many years before any- 
hing was paid for the right. In that instance $10,000 
ras allowed. 

Mr. BAYARD said that his attention having been 
ailed, by the observations of the senator from Mis- 
issippi, to the case of Captain Bell, he had referred 
9 the act for his relief, and found the remuneration 
ras for the use of machinery for elevating and point- 
i; cannon — not for inventions of the same charar.- 
;r as those of Mr. Shaw. The allowance to Cap- 
tin Bell was |20,U00. 

Mr. HENDERSON was no doubt mistaken as 
> the name; but the impression was stilt strong 
n his mind lliat some one had surreptitiously ol> 
lined Mr. Shaw's secret, and procured a patent or 
Dmpensation for the discovery from government, 
'his, howerer, would make no impediment with 
im in according a just compensation to the real in- 
entor. 

The motion to fill the blank with $35,000 was 
len decided in the aflirmativc — aye< 18, noes 15. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate; and, 
le amendment being concurmd in, it was ordered to 
e engrossed and read a third time. 

The following Senate bills wete then successive- 
r taken up, considered, and ordered to be en- 
rossed and read a third time — no debate being 
iciicd: 

A bill for the relief of Wm. C. Easlon; 

A bill for the refief of Thomas Smith; and 

A bill for the relief of Mary A. E. Zantzinger, 
•idow of Maj. Richard A. Zantzinger. 

The next was the Senate bill authorizing the 
laking of permanent contracts for the transfiorta- 
on of the United States mails upon railroads; 
hjch was taken up, as in committee of the whole, 
id read. It proposes that the Postmaster General 
t authorized to enter into permanent contracts with 
le aeveral companies, individuals, or bodies politic 
r corporate, having the right to make such con- 
acts, for the transportation of the United Slates 
ail upon any of the railroads aow in ojieratinn 
ithin the UoitiBd Slates, daring the existeitco of the 



road, the continuance of the charter, or any definite 
term of year* that may seem best for the United 
States; and to agree to pay them, in consideration 
of carry in;; the mail for such whole term, a sum in 
gross, and in advance, in money, or in stock to 
be issued by the government of the United 
States, bearing an interest of not more than 4} 
per 4:ent. per annum, payable quarterly; pro- 
vided, that the Postmaster General shall,- in- no 
instance, agree to pay for such service an amount 
greater than the sum which would, at the rate of four 
and a half per cent, yield an annual interest equal 
to the amount now annually paid for the transpor- 
tation of the mails; or, where railroads ore not now 
used for transporliri^ the mail, a sum greater than 
is now paid for their transportation by other con- 
veyances. The Postmoster General is further au- 
thorized to make similar contracts for railroads in 
progress of construction, for an extension of the ser- 
vice to the whole line when completed, to be paid 
for only in proportion tn the extension in sections 
of not less than ten miles. Every contract to be in 
writing, and when executed by the parties, to be 
reporteid to Congress, with such evidence of guaran- 
ty and security as may be given, to be judged by 
Congress; and no such contract to be of any force 
or effect, or binding on either party, until approved 
and accppied by joint resolution or law of Congress. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said this was a very import- 
ant bill, involving very important principles, and a 
great amount of probable expenditure. Ho would 
ue glad it should be laid over till it was ascertained 
what was to be done with the bill for the reduction 
of postage, just passed by. He hoped this bill 
would be allowed to lie on the table till that bill is 
disposed of. 

Mr. MERRICK contended that there was no ne- 
cessary connection between the two bills. This was 
a distinct proposition, which required immediate ac- 
tion, independent of any other proposition. The 
department found itself entirely at the mercy of 
these railroad companies, so far as regarded the 
transportation of the mails over their routes; and no 
other remedy could be devised but that now propos- 
ed. The public justly insisted on having the mail 
carried by the speediest modes of conveyance. 
There was no competition with these railroads. 
They charged enormously; and the department could 
exercise no control over the time of the arrivals and 
departures of ibe mail by them. The effect of the 
bill would be tn i^ve the department this control, 
and at the same time to lessen the expense of trans- 
portation. 

Mr. MILLER agreed with the senator from 
Pennsylvania that this was a most important meas- 
ure, and would require great consideration before it 
could be acted upon with discretion. It seemed to 
him that,afVer the contracts to be made by the Post- 
master Gieneral, although the assent of Congress is 
provided for, the bill pledged Congress to the policy 
of the principle upon which it is based. He hoped 
the consideration of the bill would be postponed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN did not wish to express any 
opinion till he had time to investigate the subject. 
As far as he at present understood the provisions of 
the bill, the Postmaster General was to be au- 
thorized to make contracts for advances to those 
railroad companies, the interest on which, at 4) per 
cent., should not exceed the annual cost of mail 
transportation now. The bill goes farther, and pro- 
vides for like contracts with respect to railroads not 
completed. It would be, in effect, embarking the 
general govemmfit in a system of internal im- 
provements. All this was matter of grave consid- 
eration. He further urged the propriety of post- 
ponement 

Mr. MERRICK reiterated his views, and recited 
the provisions of the bill, with a view of showing 
that no risk was incurred of doing anything under it 
that Congress could not control ny the final action 
necessary to ratify the contracts. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON agreed with the senators 
from Pennsylvania and New Jersey in recommend- 
ing ihe postponement of this bill. Ho pointed out 
the danger of permanent contracts in cases where 
competing railioads may be started, or shorter route 
fo:ind out. 

Mr, WOODBURY thought contracts for four 
years, as now made, the most prudent in a new 
country like this. Mail routes ore often changed, 
in consequence of new laciliiies. To sfTwCt con- 
tracts under such circumstances for twenty or thirty 
years would be highly imprudent. 

Mr. MERRICK replied at gnmt length, still 



maintaining his viewe as to the neeearity and ex- 
pediency of the measure. 

The postponement of the subject wae further i«- 
commended by Messre. BUCHANAN, FOSTER 
ofNewYork.andBAGBY. • 

Mr. NILES made aome obeervationa notdiaiinct- 
ly heard in the gallery; but understood to be to the 
effect that no new principle was involved in the 
bill, the department being already authnrind by' 
law to make contracts, the present proposition be- 
ing only as to the extendoii and terms of thoee 
contracts. 

Mr. BAOBY was so opposed to the principle in- 
volved in the bill, that he said be should man iia 
postponement indefinitely. 

Mr. BERRIEN vrae about to more an adjourn- 
ment, when 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped the question would 
be taken on the postponement. 

Mr. BERRIEN would suspend his motion if the 
Senator from Alabama did not mean to pros bis 
intended motion of indefinite postponemenL 

Mr. BAGBY assenting not to press his motion. 

The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned to Monday, the 3d of February nexL 

On moUon by Mr. BERRIEN, 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

MoNDAT, January SO, 1845. 

FORTIFICATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Commiuee of Ways and 

Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 

certain fortifications of the United States for die 

'fiscal year beginning on the 1st July, 1845, and 

ending 30th June, 1846: read the first and second 

time, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union. 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE, 8lC. 
Mr. SLIDELL, by general consent, offered the 
following resolution ; which, afler being modified at 
the suggestion of Mr. MURPHY, was considered 
and agreed to: 

Rttolccil, That the Secretary of the Treaiury be requetted 
to preHent to thii Houie ft iitatemtint of the number of vei* 
Tett.andamount of tonnage, entered from and clearbd for 
foreign poru, at the porta of Boaton, New York, Fkiladsl. 
phia, Baltimore and New Orleant, reipectiTwl^r, and the 
amount of revenue collected at baU ports rvipectively, due. 
Ing the latt fittcal year, with the expenses of collection dur- 
ing the same period. Also, a statement of the nuDiber of 
inspectors, gangers, weighers, measurers and matkers. em- 
ployed at said ports respectively, on the 17th day ef June, 
Ifi-U. ThAt he b« lurther requested to comraunicste to this 
Honsc whether in his opinion the numtier of inapect tfflh 
gaugers, weighers, measurers and marken, now by UV 
authorized to he employad at the cnstom-hooaes of^ Nsw 
Orleans and New York, are sulRclent to tlTord the proper 
facilities to the commerce of those places, and for the protec- 
tion of the revenue. 

HOUR OF MEETING. . 

Mr. COBB asked the consent of the House to 
offer a resolution fixing the hour of meeting of the 
House at 1 1 o'clock, a. m , dtiring the remainder of 
the session. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. COBB moved a suspension of the rules, and 
called for the yeas and nays on that motion, which 
were ordered. 

The question being taking, it was decided in th« 
afl^rmative, yens 143, nays 34. 

The rules being suspended, and the resolution 
before the House — 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY moved to amend it, by 
striking out all al\er the word "resolved," and insert- 
ing: "that for the remainder of the session, no riiotion 
to adjourn shall bein order until after 4 o'clock, with- 
out the assent of a majority of two-thirds. 

After a few words from Mr. HAMLIN, 

Mr. COBB moved the previous question. 

On taking the vote, but 55 voted in the affirmative. 

Tellers were called for — and Messrs. McKaT 
and DcLLET were appointed — and they reported 
65 in the affirmative and 47 in the negative. So there 
was a second. 

The main question was ordered to be put, and the 
question recurred on the amendment, which was 
n^ativcd. , 

I'he resolution was then agreed to. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

Mr. LEVY, on behalf of the delegates from the 
Territpriea, desired to present the foUowing rmolu* 
lution: 

Kr—t *i, Thatjtho 6nt thro* IscialsUTe days in Febnia- 
ry Im aapscially assigiwd to the baaloaas <tt the T«nit«> 
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' Mr. SCHENCK objected, and then moved a sua- 
p«iHdon Of the role* to enable him to offer a resoto- 
tkvi to Bospend all the rule* of this House for (he 
management of its businass, and that it mirht be 
conducted naeoniiiig to tha forms and us«g« of par* 
liameBtry law. 
The rules were not suspended. 

REANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

On th* motion of Mr. KcKAY, the House re- 
so)i«d itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Hopxim in the chair, and 
reatiiaed th« oonaidf ration of the resolutions' for the 
lemnnexation of Texas to this Union. 

MK HAMM^IT, who was entitled to the floor, 
MM and Bud that he bad never been called upon to 
speak under circumstances more embarrassing to 
himaeif than thos* which have surrounded him for 
the last two or three days. He had been so long 
intarrapted in the remarks which he intended to 
make on the subject of the annexation of Texas that 
he interest in the subject had somewhat diminlsh- 
•d. One day the House took up the subject of the 
duel, and on other days, a still more unfortunate 
subject occupied their attention — that in relation to 
their money affairs; and be had thus been so long 
interrupted and broken in upon, that he feared he 
should now be disqualified for the discbarge of the 
duty which he proposed to himself. 

In the hour which the House allowed to him, be 
did not know that he could do more than give an 
outline or skeleton of the speech which he wished 
to make on the subject of Texas; and iVe filling up 
of that outline, ana the clothing of that skeleton, be 
•bouM have to leave to the time when he wrote out 
his speech; which he hoped to do. 

Wnen he was up a few days ago, for n few mo- 
ments, he said this subject, now presented to the 
civilised world, was without a parallel; and that it 
was as solemn as it wasslrange. He spoke of its im- 
portance as connected with the prosperity, the 
nonor, and the glory of both countries; and then 
said that the United Slates, in good faith, were 
bound to admit Texas into this Union. He set out 
with the simple proposition that Texas was, and is 
now, rightfully part of the United States. He knew 
this had been denied by men of great experience, 
and great political influence, who had said that the 
government never had an^ rightful claim to Texas; 
Uiat Texas never oonstitutM Tpait of the United 
Slaes, nor of any State of the Union. But he must 
■ay that such gentlemen were greatly mistaken. 
As early as 1805, during the administration of the 
immortal Jefferson himself, it was known that com- 
missioners were appointed to nc^tiate with Spain 
for the nnvieation of the Mississippi, and the settle- 
ment of our boundaries; and, at that time, Texas 
was held to belong to Louisiana. Mr. Livingston 
asserted this in the most positive terms. Again, 
during tlie administration of Mr. Monroe, it was 
wen Known that apprehensions were entertained 
that some citizens of France, at whose head the 
brother of Napoleon was supposed to be, were about 
to make invasions into Texas, and there make a 
Iiome and a country for themselves; and that this 
government sent a messenger to inform them that 
they would not suffer any such thing; and 
Mr. Monroe would never set up any claim to 
that country, without a due examination of the 
^und on which the claim was made. From 1800, 
in the days of Jefferson, to 1630, during the admin- 
istration of Mr. Monroe — for twenty long years — 
oar right to Texas was maintained by every states- 
man, and every man in every part of the govern- 
ment. 

The next position heassumrd — and this he thought 
must be satisfactory to the other side of the House — 
was that taken by Mr. Clay, by the talented and 
eloquent Clay, in a speech made in this House in 
IBSeb. In that speecn he asserted, in support of 
resolutions he had offered here against the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty, (for it would be recollected that 
the treaty of 1819, though it passed the iScnate in 
1819, was not ratified, and did not become binding 
upon the Union until two years after, in 1821:) 
during the interval then between these two first 
act* or the Senate, (he first and the second ratifica- 
tion of the- treaty by the Senate, Mr. Clay intro- 
daced resolutions into this House, protesting agninst 
the trealT. From the speech of Mr. Clay at that 
time, Mr. H. read an extract embracing, amon? 
Others, the declaration "I presume the spectacle will 
not be .presented in this House of questioning our 
title to Texas, which has been continually main- 
tKined by the ?xecaiiv» for fifteen years pest, under ' 



three several administrations." That was the testi- 
mony of Henry Clay, of Kentucky. If there should 
be a whig in this House, who would believe Jef- 
ferson, who would not bow to the authority of 
Madison, Monroe, Livingston, Pinckney, be wtia 
sure they must hesstate before they rejected the au- 
thority of the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Adaus,] and the great statesman, Mr. 
Clay. 

The next position he assumed was, that we had 
no right to part with Texas; for he set out with the 
bold proposition that this government did not possess 
the power to alienate territory or transfer allegiance. 
It might seem bold — it might border on recklessness, 
to make this proposition, so long after both these acts 
had been done — that they shouU question the power 
of this government to do so. He, however, took 
the position, and he did so, he hoped, supported by 
the best authority, that this government had never 
had granted to it the power to transfer any por- 
tion of the territory of the States of this Union 
to foreign governments. He denied that there was 
such a powor in the constitution. The constitution 
made the general government a limited government, 
a mere agent to dischai^ the duties imposed upon 
it as laid down in this instrument, which fixed limits 
to the exercise of their powers, beyond which they 
should not go. He challenged the most able, the 
most learned, the most acute gentlemen who had 
taken the opposite side of the question, to point to 
the line or the clause of the constitution which, by 
any reasonable construction, could be found to give 
such a power. It was not here; on the contrary, 
there were clauses which forbid them to do it; which 
made it their duty to hold on, not only to our terri- 
tory, but to secure to that territory certain privileges 
which they were bound, under the most solemn 
sanctions of the constitution, to give. It made it 
the duty of this government to protect each one of the 
States of this Union from foreign invasion, to se- 
cure to each State a republican form of government. 
Was any man mad enough to suppose, when they 
transferred the whole of that territory, large enough 
for five or six States, to the despotic power of 
S(«in, that they did not infringe upon this very re- 
quirement, and violate the whole spirit of the consti- 
tution? Suppose they took one of our northwestern 
territories, or suppose they took a portion of the 
State of Missouri, orof Mame, and transferred it to 
a despotic powen did they comply with their duty, 
and gtianuity to them a republican form of govern- 
ment/ No man on this floor was mad enoug;h to 
make this declaration. His friend said this had 
been done in the case of Maine. If so, it was in vi- 
olation of the constitution, and it was, ipso facto, 
null and void. But that was the question of a mere 
settlement of boundary. He admitted that the trea- 
ty-making power had powerto settle boundary lines 
and to make that definite which was indefinite be- 
fore; but if, in doing so, they transferred one single 
inch of our soil, they violated that constitution 
which made it their duty to secure to the people of 
every Slate a republican form of government. 

They had no right to transfer the allegiance of 
American citizens, to sell their birthright, and turn 
them over to the tender mercies of a despot, such as 
ruled Spain in 1819. This power resided in a sov- 
ereign alone. Hence, under despotic governments, 
(in which all the sovereignty resided in the despot in 
virtue of the power of the sword,) this transfer 
might be made. France might transfer its terri- 
tory to Spain, Russia to Circassia, or China to 
England. But here, thanks to Heaven, sovereign- 
ty resided elsevrhere— it was deposited in the peo- 
ple; and the Bovcieigp people of this nation had 
never transferred this power to this government. 
The treaty of 1819 ought to be pronounced null 
and void, because it violated the constitution and 
sold the privileges of American citizens, transferred 
them over to despotism as though they had been 
merp sheep or mtiles in the market. In support of 
this doctrine, he begged leave to refer to authority 
which he thought would have great weight in this 
House. Under the administration of General 
Washington, as early as 1792, negotiators Carmi- 
cbael and Short were sent to Spain on this very 
subject of boundary. What did General Washing- 
ton, and what did the cabinet of Washington, say to 
these negotiators? They said the very thing he 
had declared here — that the government had no 
power to transfer the al!c2;iance of our citizens — 
to put them into market os an article of barter or 
rale. Mr. H. read from the correspondence of Jef- 
ferson several extracts asserting this doctrine in 
express terms. Here (he said) the doctrine was 



asserted, that no branch of .this government— that 
the executive alone, and that the executive snd 
both branches of Congress, had not the power to 
alienate one single foot of the territory of the Uoion, 
and, therefore, when that act passed, which cut off 
Texas and transferred her to a foreign govemmeDl, 
it wns in violation of the opinion of Washin^toa, 
of the doctrine of Jefferson, and (what was higher 
authority) in violation of the constitution of the 
United States. This was the doctrine held by 
Washington, and declared serersl times in instruC' 
tions and correspondence with our negotiators C•^ 
michael and Short, two or three years after this con- 
stitution was signed by his immortal hand. He had 
not time to go further into this subject. 

What, then, was the duty before them? Why to 
undo what they had done; to heat the breach of'^the 
constitution; to restore and bring beck again thoiie 
men whom they had transferred to Spain. There 
was no impediment in the way of this. There wu 
scarcely a man who took the opposite grotmd of the 
ailment, that did not admit that they had the pow- 
er to annex territory; for this unlimited power, 
whether from foreign or domestic territory, w»« 
given in the clause which said "New States may be 
admitted by the Congress into the Union." He 
thought he might declare, without much fear of con- 
tradiction, that the honorable gentlemen who were 
anti-Texas, who were in favor of the British view of 
the subject, had not one of them, as yet, thrown one 
single stumbling-block in the way of annexation. 
Now we had the opportunity of restoring the inhab- 
itants of Texas to their former position. No msn 
would say that Mexico had a r^ht to them. Shj 
had forfeited that the moment she changed her con- 
stitution, and placed at her head a despot. She had 
driven Texas from her by refusing to give them 
everything she had promised them, by imposing 
upon them a despotic form of government, a re- 
ligion that they did not believe, and by at last send- 
ing a military force there to subject them to the iron 
will of Santa Anna, the Napoleon of the West. 
Yes, Santa Anna, who, like a poor sneaking cow- 
ard, hid himself in the bushes, crying for the pitiful 
boon of his forfeited life. That wns the blesaieg 
which Mexico had tried to guaranty to Texas. Sbe 
had shaken off that yoke, she had l>ecome independ- 
ent, and had been so recognised by most of the na- 
tions of the earth; she had the full right of diipot- 
ing of herself and of her own people; and she came 
and offered herself and everything she had to us 
Yes, she offered us her republican spirit; she oSerei 
us her wide domain; she offered us the valor of her 
sons; and she gave us a guaranty that, if ever dan- 
ger threatened our land, the spirit of St. Jacinto 
would Wkke up with that of Louisiana, and ihrre 
would be there the followers of Houston, with those 
of Jackson, to defend us against danger, eome whence 
it might. 

WTiat were the objections to this measure? One 
was that they had not the power to do it except br 
treaty. Mr. Clay had laid down the very oppowK 
of this doctrine. This the gentleman from Marr- 
Und had seemed to intimate was his only objoetion 
to Texas. He had said that there was bo other 
way to get it, except by the treaty-making power. 
Mr. Clay said that this was not the way; that the 
treaty-making power never had conferred upon 
it the power to get foreign nationsjexcept by consen' 
of Congress. (Mr. H. read from the speeui of Mr. 
Clay, of 1820, laying down this doctrine.) But 
titere were other authorities which ought to be con- 
clusive with the opponents of this measure. In the 
grave deliatccnrried on in the other branch of Con- 
grt'ss, at the last session, the cicnator fVom Alassa- 
chusetta, [>lr. Caoirr.,] the successor of the 
"godlike" Daniel, had asserted that anncxal'i-n 
could not be effected without the concurrence of i.n 
act or joint resolution of Congress; ond it woujil be 
remrmbered that the very moment that assertion 
dropped from him, the Smator from South Caroli- 
na [Mr. McDiFriE] spr<ir.g from his seat, and pre- 
sented a joint resolution for ihia purpose, fih* 
Senator from Alns-iachuscits told them that annex.!- 
tion could not he accomplished without the »s.-er.i 
of Congress. The gentleman from Maryland, niM 
the gentleman from M.issachusefts, [Mr. Win-. 
IHROP,] held that Congress had nothing to do win 
it; and that if itcould be done at all, it must be by ihf 
treaty-making power. When these grave doriT-" 
disagreed, how should it be settled? The iiutii wr-. 
the opposition to this mca.sure arose not from i-.r 
mode in which it was proposed to accomplish it. In 
from the same spirit which opposed the annexaboo 
of Louisiana, 
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By annexing Texas, they would confer the great- 
•ttblesatng- upon thia land that this ConsreM would 
:Ter again have the power to confer. It would ee- 
ure to oar vast shipping interest the whole 
oaating trade of thia country, and to thia extent 
iimish a school for our navy, and prepare ourselves 
wtter to raise up another set of gallant supports on 
he ocean. 

Even the aianufacturera (said Mr. H.) that we 
ire arupposed to be hostile to, will be benefited by 
^viog to them a market larger and better than those 
>r Louisiana and Mississippi put together, and they 
rill cet their bounty of3il per cent, and 40 per cent., 
ir whateTer it is, for all their productions that will 
i« conaunied throughout this vast extent of territo- 
y, which will be the best way (to use a cant phrase ) 
if supporting the American aystem. There was 
lot a single city in the Union that would be ao much 
lenefited by the annexation of Texas as the city of 
?iUsbargh, with all its abolitionism and all itswhig- 
ry. Its manufactures would all go down the Mia- 
iasippi, and, protected by a tariffof 40 per cent., 
irouid find their way into Texas and meet with 
eady sales. So also would the flour, pork, and other 
gricultu al productions of the West, find the best 
ind most valuable market in Texas, and well repay 
he enterprise that transports them there. 

The gentleman from Maasachusetu [Mr. Win- 
"HROp] had objected to the annexation of Texas on 
mother ground, which waa that we could not ad- 
nit Texaa without a violation of the conatitution, 
lecause it was provided in that instrument that no 
Javea should oe imported into the country after 
808. It waa a gieat pity that the gentleman did 
lot teach that doctrine to his colleague [Mr. Adami] 
D 1619, when he negotiated the treaty for the intro- 
luction of Florida with all her slaves into the Union. 
n thia case the instrument waa framed by the col- 
eagae of the gentleman, by which a number of 
ilava* were introduced into the Union. He left 
heae gentlemen to recoucle their contradictory 
•pinions if they could. The gentleman from Fenn- 
lylvania on his left, [Mr. J. R. iNOEaaou.,] said 
aid the other day that Texas waa hardly worth 
intending for, because it waa a succession of 
naruhes, hammocks, tadpoles, terrapins, &c. 

Now, another great gentleman, who was as much 
•pposed to Texaa as the gentleman himself, took quite 
he contrary ground; and these two great enemiea to 
Texaa difiere^ as widely on this subject aa the gen- 
leman and himself. Lord Brougham, to whom he 
lUuded, said that this was a valuable and extensive 
ountry, capable of producing all I'le tropical plants, 
ind atraunding in agricultural resources. These two 
ireat anti-Xexas atateamen agreed in one thin? on- 
y; that ia, they were determined to oppose Texas 
iny how, though they differed ao widely in their es- 
imation of the value of the country. The gentle- 
naa told the committee (and he seemed to be much 
mused by the idea) that Texas was a shadow. 
Nell, he never saw a brave man wield his sword so 
aliantly against a shadow before. Another great 
oan [Mr. Clay] said that Texas was worse than a 
hadow — that it was a bubble which had burst, and, 
a doing so, had hurt no man but Mr. Van Buren. 
tut (said Mr. H.) we will show some gen- 
lemen that it is a bomb-shell that will shatter into 
iagmenu every obstacle that stands in its way, and 
•r the door of White House forever to any political 
spirant who opposes it. Was it a shadow tliat 
nid set the British cabinet in a fermenL' Was 
t a shadow that set Mr. Van Buren aside and pro- 
ared the nomination ef another in his stead? Was 
: a shadow that elected the Texas candidate to the 
tesidency? The gentleman said that Mr. Van 
turen waa set aside for the want of confidence of 
lia party in him. This he emphatically denied. 
There never was a man who stood higher in the af- 
tctiona of the democracy of this cSuntry than Mr. 
^an Buren, and there never was a man in whose in- 
elligence, patriotism, and purity of life they placed 

greater confidence. There never was a man in 
lis State (Mississippi) that stood so high in the 
onfidenee of her citizens, for they had voted for 
im for twelve years, and would have continued to 
ote for him if it had not been for his unfortunate 
itteron the subject of Texas. It was Texas and 
Texas alone that deprived him of the nomination of 
lie democratic party. It was Texaa that defeated 
dr. Clay, end Texas will defeat any man thatcon- 
Inaea to oppoae it. It was a shadow that would 
ring down the vengeance of a betrayed and insulted 
leople on the repreaentativea who have diaobey$d 
beirwill, and compel them to abide,by the decision 
bay so solemnly and imequivocally made by their 



I approval of the Baltimore nomination. But it waa 
worth while to inquire who it was that opposed the 
annexation? Why, it was Lord Aberdeen and 
Lord Brougham; and the gentleman said that Qreat 
Britain objected to it, and threatened a foreign 
war if the measure of annexation waa accompliahed. 
Well, who els« was opposed to it? Why, the raven 
voice of abolition waa raiaed againat it; and a demo- 
cratic repreaentative from Ohio [Mr. BaiNKiRBOrr] 
told the committee the other day what waa in his 
heart on this aubject. The gentleman said that 
Texas was not worth much in a military po'mt of 
view, and that it wns not neceasiury far the defence 
of Louisiana, for that he and his countrymen could 
rush down from Ohio and whin all creation. It waa 
time that Qeneral Jackson said that the acquisition 
of Texas waa necessary for the defence of New 
Orleans; but the gentleman had set up his opinions 
as higher authority in military matters. He could, 
however, forgive the gentleman for holding that 
high estimate of his own military abilities; but he 
never could pardon him for saying that General 
Jackson bad been made to say what he did in rela- 
tion to this subject. What! General Jackson made 
to say any thing that he did not know and believe? 
Who ever made General Jackson say any thing but 
God Almighty? Mr. H. was referring to the aiand 
taken on thia question by the northern and western 
States when the Chairman's mallet fell, reminding 
him that his hour had expired. 

Mr. HUDSON observed that if he had been suc- 
cessful in obtaining the floor some four or five days 
ago, he might have offered something more wortliy 
of the Btiention of ihe committee than anything he 
would be able to offer now. He confessed that the 
brief which he made a fortnight ago had been most 
wofully dissected by the gentlemen who had gone 
before him, almost every point in it having been 
touched on by some of them, and several having 
b«!n so fully elucidated that he deemed it unneces- 
sary asain to refer to them. He should, therefore, 
be under the necessity of following in the fbotsteps 
of his illustrious predecessors. 

He confessed that he had been surprised at the 
course this debate had taken from its commence- 
ment till now. What had been its usual course? 
If a aubject, even of minor importance, waa 
brought in for the consideration of the House, it 
was alwaya expected that the committee who intro- 
duced it would put the House in possession of all 
the facts connected with it. If the subject waa 
new, and if important, he never knew an instance 
in which the committee who reported it had not laid 
all its details before the House. Such was their 
usual mode of conducting busmess. What waa 
the course pursued by the Committee of Ways aivl 
Means, at tne last session,when they brought in their 
bill for the revision of the tariff? Why, they laid be- 
fore the House a voluminous report, giving in detail 
their reasons for bringing forward that measure. 
Such, also, was the course they took when they in- 
troduced the independent treasury bill. Suppose 
the Committee of Foreign Affairs were to brii^ for- 
ward a bill to declare war with England: would it 
not be considered very extraordinary if they were 
not to accompany it with a report giving their rea- 
sons for recommending such a measure? But on 
this measure — the accomplishment of which might 
involve the nation in war, which might involve the 
nation in a large debt, and produce so much dissat- 
isfaction among a large portion of the people as to 
bring about a dissolution of the Union — whatcouree 
had the Committee of Foreign Affairs taken ? 
Did they bring forward a report showing the ad- 
vantages that would result from this measure, and 
the necessity or expediency of its adoption? No. 
The chairman of the committee, [Mr. C. J. Ii^qer- 
BOLL,] who reported the bill, told the House in ad- 
vance, that he ijiould offer no arguments in aupport 
of the measure until it was assailed, but leave it to 
those who opposed it to show the reasons why it 
should not pass. He had intimated, to be sure, that 
that there was a necessity for its adoption; he ap- 
pealed to the law which alwrys governs tyrants — 
thatof necesKity; and he also attempted m show that 
it was constitutional, but he went no further. But 
suppose the gentleman had succeeded in showing 
that the measure was constitutional: did it follow, oa 
a matter of course, that it should be adopted? that 
Congress should do all that it had tlie [Kiwer of do- 
ing? Had the friends of the measure aaid anything 
of its expediency? 

Inatead of saying any thing in favor of the annexa- 
tion of Texas, the eentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Yancbt] seemed aeairoiv of getting up a qoarrel 



against Maaaochuaetta, aaifabe waa the only op- 
ponent to annexation. He ahould not enter into 
that quarrel, nor attempt to defend Maaoachusetta. 
There ahe ia, (aaid Mr. H.,) and I am wiQing to 
compare her with the Slate the gentleman repre- 
sents. I am willing that they should Iw set side 
by aide, and to compare Massachusetts, with her 
literary institutions, her churches, her morals, and 
her manufactories, with the peculiar instituiiooa of 
the South. But the gentleman had alluded to th« 
penurious character of the people of Maaaachaaetta, 
and hinted that they puraue nothing but filthy lucre. 
If the people of the New England Slates were to 
be charged with being wealthy, it might be an- 
swered uiat there wealth was the friiit of their own 
labor, and not the fruit of labor extorted from on 
enslaved race, by the lash of the task-maater. In 
reference to tne remarka about filthy lucre, which 
were heard so often on that floor, he thought they 
might" be happily illustrated by an anecdote which 
he would b^ leave to recount. A friend of his, a 
member of Congress from the north, u-ent into a tai- 
lor's shop in Washington, and inquired the price 
of a suit of clothes; and, on being told by the tailor 
what it was, said that it was too much; but that if 
he would take a lower price, which he named, he 
would give it. The tailor assented, and the bar- 
gain was concluded, when a sprig of chivalry 
from the South, who happened to be pres- 
ent, observed— "I knew you were from the 
the North, by your knack at making bargains. You 
northern men nave a way of beating trades people 
down. We of the South never do it." "Ay," aaid 
the northern man, "we generally pay for an artide 
when we buy it." The gentleman also alluded to 
some resolutions that had been adopted in Massa- 
chusetts, and some paragraphs that appeared in the 
newspapers of that State, hostile tn^ the Union. 
Well, he agreed that t'lere were some people in the 
North who were hostile to the Union; but there 
they had freedom of speech and freedom of the 
press, and no Judge Lynch] to repress the senti- 
ments of the people. H^ had seen resolutions of 
that kind in Massachusetts, but there had been reso- 
lutions passed in New York and Pennsylvania, 
of the same nature, which were much stronger. 

There were also some fanatics in,Masnachusetts — 
as the gentleman said. He was no apologist for 
them. He was not indebted to them for his seat on 
that floor, for it was well known that the election of 
the whole of the delegation of Massachusetts waa 
opposed by.them; but these fanatics had the apology 
te make, that their conduct was occasioned by theu: 
love of freedom. But what bad there been in New 
England half so extravagant as the resolutions that 
haa been passed on thia very subject in the South? 
He alluded to the correspondence of the late Mr. 
Upshur and Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of State, to 
show that this question waa intended to tend to the 
diasolution of the Union. Their correspondence 
was much stronger in that respect than any of the 
resolutions which had been passed by the fanatics 
of the North, aa they were called. Mr. Upahur had 
treated it aa endangering the possession of their 
slaves, if Texas were free, and that they ought not to 
submit to it. They weie to inrade Texas to re- 
claim their property, knowing, itwooldbea direct 
violation of the constitution, and of iJI lav, and 
that it would tend to a dissolution of the Union. 

The honorable gentleman caused to be read at the 
clerk's desk a resolution adopted at Nashville in 
Tennessee, which contained the same sentiment. It 
set forth that Texas waa more important to them 
than a longer connection with the Eoat; and if either 
muat be yielded, it should not be Texas. 

He also spoke of the contemplated convening of a 
convention of southern States at Nashville, to con- 
sider this question of annexation; and after soma 
few other oi>servations, ha called the attention of the 
committee to a few of the reasons which had been 
urged in favor of the annexation of Texas. They 
were told of its gieat commercial advantages to the 
North. And what, he would ask, was its commerce? 
Why Texas had not a very large seacoast; and on 
that coast she had but one port of any importance; 
and that (Galveston) had only twelve feet or water — 
not anflicient to admit even a frigate. There were, 
he believed, other ports laid down on the map, but 
they had but four or six feet of water; and yet they 
were told that they must admit Texas, that north- 
ern shipping might bo there fully employed. Anj 
what were the imports of Texas? What waa the 
amazing commerce of which they heard ao rou'-b? 
Why, uie imports into Texaa in the last year of 
I produce and merchandiae amounted to fW5,000; 
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abont half a milfion of marchandiae waa brought 
iiitotba only port of Texaa. It waa perfectly ridio- 
uloua to tagae that Texas ahould be annexed that 
the ahippm^ of the Nonh might all be employed in 
commarce like that. But what waa the population 
of Texaa, which waa not only to give employment 
to the abippinCi but to the manufacturers of the 
North? Why, by a mesange sent to Congress by the 
Pleaideat of the United Ststea, it was represented to 
•BMunt to 140,000 people, all told; of whom S3,000 
or 94,000 were alaves, whereby the free population 
wet* reduced to about 117,000 — a population about 
M large as aorae three or four of the counties of 
Idaaaachasetts, excepting one, (Middlesex,) which 
had a population much larger, and this population, 
■cattcrra over the whole wilderness of Texas, waa 
to awallowup all the manufactures of the North. 

But not only the amount, but the character of the 
population fonmde such an idea. Texas waa a new- 
country, and new countriea never consumed the 
Mine amount of manufactured goods that older com- 
munities did. But besides, the people of Texas 
were poor, and iu government was bankrupt; and 
yet 117,000 of poverty atricken people were to fui^ 
nish a market for the commerce and manufacturei 
of the North. But Texas w^as to increase. Now, 
if the North supplied the population of any portion 
of the Union with manufactured goods, and that 
portion of our people emigrated to Texas, how was 
that to incieaae the demand for northern manufac- 
tures? This ai^ument, however, that the manufac- 
turer* of the North would be benefited by annexa- 
tion, waa made by gentlemen who frequently de- 
nounced the manufacturers as robbers and plunder- 
ers of the South, and therefore any argument from 
■uch quarters in favor of annexation, as a means of 
fumiafaing those "robbera and plunderers" with a 
nwket, would be received with a like distrust. In- 
deed, in some quarters it had escaped that Texas 
was to be annexed, that two or three new Statea 
might send free trade and anti-tariff representatives 
to this House and to the Senate, to break down the 
protective policy in which the northern manufae- 
turera lived, and moved, and had their being. He 
next treated the subject with ridicule in respect to 
iha arguments that this country of Texas would 
furnish a market for the agricultural produce of the 
West, observing that, even if it were the prolific 
country which it had been represented to be, it 
would become a rival in the market with the West, 
instead of supplying the West with a market. 

But there was a military argument in favor of an- 
nexation; and it was said that General Jackson, who 
once defended New Orleans successfully without 
Texas, had said that it could not be done again. 
Now, he conceived if Great Britain, or any other 
enemy, wished to take New Orleans, the great west- 
«ra emporium, she could come within a few miles 
of it with her shipping by sea, as in 1814; but if she 
went to Texas, her shipping could not enter the 
port of Oalveaton. She must, therefore, have a 
great abundance of boats to land her troops; and 
when they landed, where were they? They would 
have before them a march through an unsettled 
part of the country of 300 or 4(H) miles; to pass 
through a wilderness without provisions but such 
as they could carry. But suppose they got to Red 
river, there they must resort to rafts to bring 
them upon New Orleans, (near which they could 
have got with their shipping without all this labo- 
rious marching,) and then New Orleans was lost of 
course! Could a more ridiculous argument be sub- 
mitted to sensible men? It would be like^aking a 
descent upon New York by landing at-tfova Scotia; 
marching over the disputed territory, through the 
northern part of New York, along Lake Chnmplain, 
and down the Hudson river. 

He then proceeded to notice some objections 
which he had to annexation. It would be a viola- 
tion of national faith. Texas embraced a territory 
which was admittedly not within the limiis ofTex- 
•s; and its annexation to this Uninn must involve 
us in war with Mexico. Gentlemen sneered at the 
idea of war with Mexico; and yet the same gentle- 
men areued for annexation, because General Jack- 
nn bad said that without Texas an army of 30,000 
men could devastate a great part of the southwestern 
part of this country. Tlie gentleman from Penn- 
tylvania [Mr. C. J. Ikgersull] had treaipd a war 
with Mexico as a trifling affair, inasmuch as money 
—the sinews of war— could purchase our peace. Of 
that, however, he would say that it was placing this 
country in a most disgraceful ntiitude. 

It waa a confession, in the first place, of a wrong 
fO oar port— an admission that w* had torn trom 



Mexico a part of her posa es siona; that we violated 
treaty stipulations by so doing. Now we were to 
pay the^debt of Texas beside. What that debt was, 
no mortal knew; tbe treaty fixed it at ten millions, 
and provided, in case it exceeded that amount, that 
the commissioners should pay it pro rata — thus im- 
plying that it would be very likely to exceed that 
amount. In addition to this, the additio'^al debt 
growing out of the war with Mexico, or the money 
which his friend (the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign AfFaira) said was the ainew of war, which 
we were to pay, according to that gentleman's prop- 
osition, for peace, would swell up the total amount; 
that we must pay not only to ten millions, but to 
two or three times ten millions of dollars. 

He would not, in the limited time remaining, re- 
fer to the coimitutional question further thtui to 
present one consideration to those who pro- 
fessed to be state-rights men on this floor. In 
their theory, our confederacy was a league among 
States; and be asked them whether it was 
not a fixed principle of law, in cases of copart- 
nership, that no new partner could be admitted into 
the firm without the consent uf those who were its 
members. If he wrote out his remarks, he would 
give his further views on the constitutional question. 

Although it was not freely admitted, still it must be 
evident to all who were ax:quainted with the subject, 
that the basis of this scheme was the extension and 
strengthening of the system of slavery. Mr. Up- 
shur, and Mr. Calhoun, his successor in the Depart- 
ment of Slate, had both placed this subject on this 
ground. He referred to tne correspondence accom- 
panying the treaty to show this fact. Thus they 
were in reality called upon (he said) to come for- 
ward and violate our nationtu faith; to involve tli« 
nation in war with a sister republic; to saddle her 
with an enormous debt; to violate the constitution of 
the United States, as mapy beUeved; and to sow the 
seeds of discord throilghout the whole Union, for 
the purpose of rendering more permanent on land 
what upon sea we had long since declared to be 
piracy — ^viz: the slave trade. 

But they were told that the censtitutional guartm- 
ties for slavery required this annexation. He 
would like to know whether the constitutional 
guaranties were not aa strong in favor of freedom as 
of slavery. He areued that they had as much pow- 
er to turn South Carolina or Georgia out of the 
Union, or to abolish slavery in the slave Statea un- 
der the guaranties to freedom, as they had to annex 
foreign territory to extend and perptuate slavery. 
But they of the North had no belief of this kind. 
They did not believe that Congress was required to 
annex Texas for this purpose; nor did they believe 
that Congress possessed power to interfere with 
sUvery in the southern States. There was no in- 
telligent man at the North but disclaimed holding 
such a belief; they expressly disclaimed it. 

The gentleman firom Sooth Carolina, who sptAe 
the other day, [Mr. Holhei,] for whom he had a 
great respect, and who always was perfectly frank 
on this subject, had told them directly and express- 
ly that any southern man was a knave or a fool 
who would consent to the annexation of that 
vast territory unless with the express contract that 
slavery should exist there. The moment they 
wished to provide for the securing of freedom over 
one-half that territory, and thus render significant 
in one part of it the words "to extend the area of 
freedom," they found that southern gentlemen 
would unite an one man to vote down that proposi- 
tion. Well, then, after all, (he said,) the issue be- 
fore the country was no more nor less than whether 
Texas should be admiltpd into the Union for the 
purpose of perpetuating the institution of slavery. 

Mr. H.'s remarks were here terminated by the 
expiration of his hour. 

Mr. MARSH obtained the floor. The gentleman 
who had just taken his scat (he said) had well re- 
marked the extraordinary feature of the debate in 
which they were engaged; that, while Ihey had 
had abimdance of argument— or rather apology for 
argument — in defence of the constiiiilional power 
to annex a foreign Slitte by legislation, the advo- 
cates of this measure had s»emetl reluctaiit in general 
to enter into the question of expediency. He had 
for some days hoped that some of the zealous friends 
of annexation would give them the whole argument 
on this point. There was obviously some strong 
reason for urging this matter upon Congress, and for 
this appeal from the Senate (under whore cogni- 
zance the power existed, if it existed at all;) but un- 
fortunately the declaration of that reason liad not 
been tKadia> 
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Mr. M. referred to, and comroeoted at sons 
length upon, Mr. YaNcmT's apeeeh, which, he said, 
was a sample of the sort of argumentation which ap- 
peared to be relied on as essential in constraining 
the spirits of the South, who would otherwise be 
disposed to emancipate themselves from tbe fetter* 
of sectional feeling. He also commented upon the 
remarks of the Globe concerning this speech, and 
upon the conflicts thereof with the speech itself, u 
well as upon the note or two that had appeared in the 
papers of^this city, explaining that the strictures 
being made at the time of the expiration of Mr. 
Yancet'i hoar did not apply to the whole North, 
but to Massachusetts. For the sake of that an- 
cient Commonwealth, he said he lamented that the 
gentleman had not taken out her balance, and let 
Diem know how much Massachuaetts was entitled 
to for her revolutionary servicea, for tlie ingenuity 
of her "degraded" sons (as they had been called ia 
this debate) in the manufhctiire of cottons, dodts, 
&c.; and more than this — perhaps for the sake of 
having paid the South for the cotton which they had 
obtained of her. She must be content, he supposed, 
to sit low and wear sackdoth until a longer hour 
should enable the gentleman to bestow upon her 
such just commendation as in his impartiality hs 
should be disposed to give. 

It had been assumed, with great apparent confi- 
dence, he said, that the question of the admission of 
Vermont was parallel with this of the proposed an- 
nexation of Texas. There waa not the smallest 
analogy between the two cases. Mr. M. referred 
to the facts that, by the treaty of 1783, which recog- 
nised the independence and defined the limits of the 
Union, we claimed, and Great Britain conceded, jo- 
risdiction over Vermont; that we had never surrend- 
ed that jurisdiction, &c.; and ha traced down the 
history of the negotiations and intercourse between 
Vermont and the general government before, dur- 
ing, and subsequent to, the revolutionary war, show- 
ing that she had always recognised allegiance to 
Congress or the Union, until finally, at the 
same time, and in the same manner aa Kentucky, 

i Vermont having formed a part of New York, and 
Centucky a part of Virginia,) she wa* admitted 
into the Union. He defend<!d her from tke charges 
of hostility to the Union, that had been made 
against her from her oeeotiation* with Greet Br^ 
tain for an armistice, and for her threat* of aece*- 
>ion, on the ground that it was a mere stratagein, to 
keep the enemy at bay; and be said that thia dexte- 
rous negotiation, which by documents recently dis- 
covered, it was demonstrated, and received the full 
sanction of Washington, paralysed for ibree wboh 
campaigns the formidable force of an hostile army of 
10.000 men, &c. 

He did not agree with the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Deak,] that the question of power was the 
only question, for it was not self-evident to him, ss 
it was to the gentleman's more acute perceptions, 
that theenlaisement of our territory was a bles^og. 
It might be burdened in such a manner aa to be a 
curse; and this very state of the case might exist 
here. At any rate, the ontuproiondi laid wiui (head- 
vocates of the measure. 

Mr. M. contended' that the annexation of Texii 
Mras not necessary in a military point Of view. 
That argument was too contemptible to have any 
weight with any one ha ving any military knowledge. 
He Knew that General Jackson, on whose opinioni 
this argument was based, had a high military repu- 
tation; but, though he was a brave man, and very 
respectable as a tactician, he had no reputation as a 
strategist. The argument that annexation wotild 
tend to the ultimate extinction of slavery, and that 
about the extension of the area of freedom, werrrti- 
tiiled to a.<) little weiirhf. He also went on to .«V.n«- 
that annexntion would in no way beivlit the ni-irnj- 
factiiring interest of ihe North. There was ont rr- 
gument, hnwfvpr, that lihd been advanced in tbe ek>- 
qnent »j>eccli of the genili'man from Sou'h Carolina, 
[Mr. Hoi.MF,»,] who was always eloquent and nl- 
ways pntlemaiily, which was entitled to some con- 
sideratiiin; Iml this, he thonglit, could I'* readily an- 
swered. The centleman spoke of the danger lo ihe 
SoHlh of coi;fii;!;)g the black race, when their nu^^ 
bers shall have been greatly increased, within tLrtr 
present limits. To this he would answer, that ihe 
annexation of Texas would be only putting off 'ie 
evil day, he apprehended, some twenty years loos- 
er, for the time would come when tlifir numbers 
will be so increased that there will be the same das- 
eer in confining them within the limits of Tcsa*. 
He would tell the genticman that the North took s 
diflereot view of tliis question Irom what be di^ 
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th«r wonid aay to the South, Emancipate yourslavra, 
ana remove toe erils which threaten jron, while it 
i« yet possible to do so. Mr. M. then proceeded to 
show tjial the immediate eflects of annexatioQ would 
be the extession of slavery. The great question, 
however, was nothing more nor less than a strug;- 
^e on the part of the South for political power. 
The South wanted Texas to get four or five States 
into the Union, lo serve as a counterpoise to the 
to the growing and preponderating strength of the 
North. If this was an unmixed question of safAy 
on the part of the South, he should have more re- 
spect for it; but viewing it is a questisn of the ex- 
tenaiiin of slavery, be must continue to oppose it. 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Yabcbt] put 
the question on the ground of supntna lex, and ar- 
gued that the annexation of Texas was necessary 
to preserve the guaranties of the constitution. Mr. 
M. hers went into a historical review of the consti- 
tution, to show what its guaranties were, con- 
tending that institution of slavery was not com- 
prehended in them. 

He said he might show that annexation would be 
an assumption of the debts of Texas; but he had no 
time to go into that branch of the subject. Alter a 
few other observations, he resumed his seat. 

Mr. RIIETT next obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise. 

On this question tellers were railed for; and 
Messrs. Haralson and Jenks were appointed. 
They^reported 70 in the affirmative and 31 in the 
negative — no quorum voting. 

The committee roso accordingly, and reported 
that fact to the House. 

POST-OFFICE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. HARDIN, a bill reported from 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
was recommitted for amendment. 

The House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Tin:iDAr, January 21, 1645. 

The PRESIDENT pro Um. laid before the Senate 
the credentials of the Hon. Dakiel SrrRaEov, re- 
elected by the legislature of Pennsylvaiiia, l^ senator 
from that State for six rears, from the 3d of March 
next; also the credentials of Hon. John M. CtAt-' 
TOM, elected by dM legiriatare of Delaware, a sen- 
ator from that Slate for six yean, fiom and sifter the 
3d day of Mareh next; wnieli were aeterally read, 
and ordered to be placed upon file. 

Also laid before the Senate a series of commimi- 
cations from the Poet OIHce Department, transmit- 
tin;;, in reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 
14th instant, information concemisg the establial»- 
ment of private expresses between New York and 
New Orleans: referred to the Committee on the 
Peat OiBoe and Post Roads, and ordered to b« print- 
ed. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved that 1,500 copies addi- 
tional be printed for the use of the Senate; which 
molion was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Also a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 14th instant, statements of tbe 
Register of the Treasury, showing the rates ad. valo- 
rem of the specific duties upon articles specified ia 
the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
which, op motion by Mr. WOODBURY, was or- 
dered to be prinied. 

Also a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report from the Conimi.vioner 
of Pensions, of lists of applications for nnrnl pen- 
itions during the fiast year, which were rejected. 

Mr. BREESE presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of Illinois, instructing the senators and request- 
ing the representatives from that State to use their 
l>est exertions to procure the passage of a law au- 
thorising the relinquishment of^ school lands in that 
Slate, found of no value, and the selection of other 
lands in lieu thereof: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papera of 
Benjamin Crawford. 

Mr. CHOATB oreMOted a mwnoiialArom th« 



Amencan board of commissioners for foreign mis- 
sions, praying compensation for property relinquish- 
ed by their missionaries and teachers on the re- 
moral of the Cherokee Indians from the State of 
Georgia: referred to the Committe on Indian Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON prrsented a petition from Maria 
Taylor and William R. Taylor, of Louisiana, pray- 
ing the confirmation of a tract of land: referred to 
the Committee on Private taai Claims. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
Pearson Cogswell, late marshal of New Hampshire, 
praying the payment of the amount of a juogment 
rendered in his favor on a suit instituted against him 
by the United States; which, with the papers on the 
files relative to the claim, were ordered to be refer- 
red to the CoramiUee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BAGBY presented a communication from 
Hugh Wallace Wormley concerning his claim; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented two memorials from 
citizens of Missouri, praying Congress to pass a law 
for the discontinuance of the land offices m Fayette 
and Palmyra land districts, and the creation of a new 
land office at B'oomington, Missouri: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a memorial from Moses' 
Freeman and others, remonstrating against die an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States: referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BREESE presented a copy of a law passed 
by the legislature of Illinois, giving the assent of that 
Stale to the government of the United Slates for the 
erection of a national armory at Fort Massac, in the 
county of Massac, in that State, and oeding land to 
the United States for that purpose: refeired to the 
Committee on Military Afiairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from James 
Butterworth, and others, of Missouri, praying the 
reduction of the rates of postage to 3 cents through- 
out the United States, and for the abolishment of 
the franking privily: ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a mtition from P. Preocott, interpreter for 
the Sioux ladiaa agency at Su Peters, asking for 
an incieoss of compensation: referred to the Com- 
mittefe on Indian AJSTairs. 

Mr. PBAROE presented a petition from James 
H. Gale, formerly an ensign in the army of the 
United Slateo, asking for arrears of pension: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RIVES presented two memorials on the sul^ 
•ct of the dvm of Roddy, Carter A Jennings, for 
the supfrfy of rations duniig the wan refened to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian 
AffaiiSj to which was referred the petitions of sun- 
dry citizena of Missouri and Indiana, praying m- 
demnity for Indian depredations, reported a bill for 
the rdief of Reuben Jeffrey, and others; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading, and 
the report aecomponying it to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE, fh>m the Committee on Indian A^ 
Adrs, reported bock, without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that it do pass, the bill authoriz- 
ing persons to whom reservations of land have been 
made under Indian treaties to alienate the some in 
ffee. 

Also reported, from the same committee, a bill for 
the relief of the legal represenatttTes of George Du- 
vnll; which was rMul, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Commitlee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill ti> authorize the courts of the 
United Slates to issue writs of habeas corpus in 
eases not provided for by law; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. BREESE, it was 

Rinlrtd, Thst «he Committpe on the JocUclary be in. 
■troctcfl to inqnirt into the expediency of incrruinf tlie 
•slarjr nf the jiutee of the diitrict coiul at the United 8tat«s 
for the dittrict of Uliooia. 

The engrossed bill for the continuation of the 
Cumberland Road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
and IHiiMis, oams up in order, and was read the 
third time; and the question being, Stall the bill 



Mr. BBRRIEN roiMurkad that the Senate woe 



thinly attended; and, as the bill was one of seme 
importance, and ons of the senators abeent had ax- 
pressed a desire to look into it, he hoped it would 
be passed over informally for the iiresent: agreed to. 

The engrossed bill entitled "An act to r^und the 
the ascertained balance due the State of Moasachu- 
sett^for advances during the," was taken up and 
read the third time; and u>e question being, "Shall 
the bUl postf" 

Mr. HANNEGAN demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

But, on the motion by Mr. BATES, the Senate 
being thin, the bill was passed by informally. 

The engrossed bilto entitled "An aerto organize 
a new land district in the southern part of the Stole 
of Arkansas;" and the "Act to regulate the appoint. 
meiits and promotiona of officers in the United SttUea 
revenue service," were reod the third time, and 
passed. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Joshua Shaw was 
read the thiid time; and the question being "Stall 
the billpass?" 

Mr. FAIRFIELD demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. But, 

On motion by Mr. DAYTON, die bill was passed 
over informdiy, till the chairman of the Military 
Committee, who was not in his seat, should M 
present. 

The engrossed bills of the following titles were 
read the third time, and passed, viz: 

An art making compensation to pension agents; 

An act for the relief of William C. Easton; and 

An act for the relief of Thomas Smith. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Mary E. 
Zantzinger, the widow of Major Richard A. ZonW 
zinser, was read a third time; and. 

On the motion by Mr. SEVIER, passed by in- 
formally. - 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, the previous 
orders were postponed, and the bill to repeal the 
act for the better organization of the distnet court 
of the United Stales within the State of tiouisiaila, 
and for other purposes, was taken up em in commit- 
tee of the whole, on on amendment of the Judiciary 
Committee, considered, and, the amendment being 
agreed to, was reported to (he Seoats, and oideied to 
be engrosoed and read a third Ifene. 

[The above bilfmerely changes the time of hol^ 
ing the court in that State.] 

MBTAIXIC PLATS8. 

On motion by Mr. ^AIRFIELD, the resolution 
which was reported from the Committee on Prin'- 
iog, a few days since, and laid on the table, relative 
to the collection of the engraved metallic plates be- 
longing to the United States, and on deposit with 
the engravers of Washington city, was taken up for 
consideration. 

Mr. F. moved a substitute for the resolution, pro- 
viding that the plates shall, after being collectea, be 
deposited in the office of the SeereKiry of the Senate, 
for the use of both bronehee of Congress, instead of 
being deposited in the library of Congress, a* the 
orwmal resolution provided. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD made some remarks, showing 
that the Senate had expended some fifty thousand 
dollars the last and the present Congress, for having 
maps printed; and it was right, just and proper, that 
the plates, which the Senate hod paid for, ihould be 
deposited with an officer of that Mdy for the use of 
either House of Congress when wanted, instead of 
being left in the hands of the engravers. What has 
become of the immense number of copper plates, of 
much value in the aggregate, which CiBngress year 
after year have been paying for, it was impor- 
tant to know; and it just that they should be in the 
possession of the body which paid the money of the 
people for ihem. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON made some remarks as to 
the impropriety of the slep proposed. He moved 
to strike out so much of the resolution as allowed 
the House the privilege of taking copies of maps 
from the plates psid for out of the contingent fVind 
of the Senate. 

Mr. TAPPAN advocated the adoption of die 
resolution, and showed that it was a great measure 
of economy to permit the House to print firom the 
plaiss engravea by order of the Senate, when copies 
ft«n Mch plotet wert needed by thatHouM. H« 
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was oppoafd, therefor?, to ihe'amendment proposed 
by the senator from Connectjeut, [Mr. Huntuig- 
TOM.] He expressed the hope Uiat it would not 
prevail. 

AOera few remarks by Mr. SIMMONS, the 
resolution was laid on the table for further exaiui> 
nation. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the previous orders 
were postponed, with a view of taking iip the bill 
for the establishment of the 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The bill was accordinf ly taken up for further con- 
sideration as in Committee of the Whole, the ques- 
tion being on adopting the substitute reported from 
(he Committee on the Library, to whom had been 
recommitted the original bill for the purpose of hav- 
ingit remodeled. 

This substitute provides, as the original bill did. 
(or the investment of the principal sum received 
under the bequest, in the treasury of the United 
States, at six percent, interest from the date of its 
reception; and for placing at the disposal of the 
managers the accumulated and accruing interest for 
the purposeof carrying out the design of thedonor — 
the mcrease and diffusion of knowledge among men. 
The outlay of the accumulated interest is to be, as di- 
nctied in the first bill, upon all necessary buildings, 
enclosures, purchases, and application of the grounds 
appropriatea out of the property of the United States 
in the Mall heretofore descriMd, for the objects of 
the institution; the business of the institution to be 
conducted by a board of managers, consisting of the 
Vice President of the United Slates, the chi^justice 
of the Supreme Court, while in office, three mem- 
bers of the Senate, thre^ members of the House of 
Repiesentatives, aiid sevea other persons, not mem- 
bees of Congress, two of whom shall be members of 
the Nationallnstitute in tke city of Washington, 
and resident in said city; the other fire to be inhabit- 
ants of the States, no two from the same State. 
The three members of the Senate to be appointed 
by the presiding officer of the Senate; and the three 
members of the House by the Speaker of the ' 
House. In each House the respective members, 
so chosen, to be a standing committee on the Smith- 
sonian Institution, and, together, a joint committee. 

These appointments to be made on every fourth 
Wednesday of December, to serve for one vear; va- 
cancies to be filled as they ore in the regular com- 
. mittees. The other seven members to serve for two 
yeara, to be chosen by Joint resolution of Congress 
. every alternate fourth Wednesday of December; va- 
conaes to be filled in like manner whenever they 
occur. The manazert to meet or the first Monday 
in May next, and Bx Die times of regular meetings 
of the board. On ahy upplication of three members, 
the superintendent shall call a meeling of the board 
by letter to each member — five constituting a quo- 
rum. Each member of the board to be paid his ne- 
cessary travelling and tdlier actual expenses in at- 
tending meetings; which shall be auaited and re- 
corded by the superintendent. 

Whenever money is required f«r the purposes of 
the institution, tlie superintendent, or managers, or 
any three, may cerufy to the president of the 
board that it is so required; whereupon he shall sub- 
mit the requisition to a committee of three mana- 
gers appointed for the purpose of regulating the ex- 
penditures, for examination and approval; and, 
upon their examination and approval, the president 
of the board shall certify the same to the proper of- 
ficer of the treasury as authority for the payment. 
The board to make all needful rules, regufatioos, 
and by-laws for the government of the institution, 
and the persons employed therein; and shall submit 
to Congress, at each session, a report of ihe opera- 
tions, expenditures, and condition of the insiiiution. 
The bill then details the duties of the board 
in commencing operations. Among the buildings 
is to be one for the reception of an extensive 
library, equal to the first class of libraries in the 
world. When the necessary buildings ore erected, 
all objects of notural history, plants, and geological 
and mineralogical specimens, belonging to the Uni- 
ted States, in Washington or elsewhere, U> be deliv- 
ered to the institution, wherr they shall be arranged 
in such order and so classed ta best to facilitate the 
examination and study of them; new acquisitions 
of the institution to be dossed and arranged in lilre 
manner. The personal effects of Mr. Smithson to 
be kept apart and preserved separate from other 
property of the institution. The managera to ap- 
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point the superintendent of tke inslitution,'wbo is I 
ta be secretary to the board, and professor of agri- ■ 



culture, horticulture, and rural economy; and he 
may, with the approbation of the boara, employ 
such gardeners, agriculturists, and laboren, as 
may be required for the institution. He is to 
make experimcniR to determine the utility and 
advantage of new- modes and instruments of 
eullure, and whether new fruits,--plonts, and vegeto- 
bles may be rtiltivaied to advantage in the United 
States; and those which shall prove worthy of adop- 
tion, sliall be distributed among the people of the 
Union. The superinlcndenl to be paid such salary 
as the bosrd may think proper and the board may 
remove him and appoint another in his place, 
whenever the interest of the institution may require 
' it. -The board is also to employ competent persons 
to deliver lectures, or courses of lectures in the in- 
stitution upon literature, science, and art, and on the 
application of science to art; during the sessions of 
Congress, commencing next session; to make regu- 
lations resperlins; attendance thereon; to fix the rules 
of compensation therefor, ani to prescribe, from 
time to time, the subjects of lectures, having regard 
to the characier of tiio audience before whom they 
are delivered, and the intent of the donor — 
the increase and diffusion of knowledge among 
men: Provided Ihe entire expenditure for lec- 
tures shall not exceed f5,000 a year. The 
managers may, at their disc retian,cause these lectures, 
or such of ihem as they desire, to be printed and 
sold at the cost of publication. An annual expen- 
diture of not less than $30,000 out of the inlarest of 
the fund is authorized to be made in the purehase 
of books and manusciipts for the library of the in- 
stitution, whii-.h library is lo comprehend in due 
Eroportion, without preference or exclusion of any 
ranch of knowledge, works pertainiag to all the 
departments of human knowledge, as wellas physical 
science, and the applications of science to the arts 
of life, as all other science, philosophy, history, 
literature and art; and for its extent, variety, and 
value, said library shall be worthy of the donor of 
thefund, and of tliis nation and the age. The managers 
to emply a librnrinn and assistants, and to fix 
their salaries; also to . prescribe the rqnila- 
tions under which the library shall be kept, 
visited and ined. In conclusion, the bill appoints 
the seven malingers not ex officio members, as fol- 
lows: 

Jared P. Kirkland, of Ohio, Richard Henry 
Wilde, of Louisiana, George Tucker, of Virginia, 
Gteorge Bancroft, of Massachusetts, Henry King, of 
Missouri, and Joseph G. Tntten and Alexander 
Dallus Bachr, memiiers of the National Institute, 
and resident in Wajiliington, as the seven members 
who, by the second section, would be appointed by 
Congress. The right of altering, amending, adding 
to, or repealing the act is reserved to Congress, 
fxrorided that no contract or individual right made or 
ac()uh^ under its provisions be divested or im- 
paired. 

On motions of Messrs. TAPPAN and CHOATE, 
two misprints in the new bill were amended. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that most ofthe 
amendments which he had submitted on a former 
day to be printed, had been rendered unnecessary 
by the changes sinre made in the bill by the Libra- 
ry Committee. But there Was one defect still left in 
the board of managers, ns he viewed the subject, 
and which it was desirable to have removed. He 
was fully sensible that any attempt to alter a bill 
which has twice received the deliberate considera- 
tion of a committee of this body, was almost hope- 
less. But the subject was a novel one to us all. It 
was, also, not a measure of ordinary legislation, af- 
fecting the rights and property of our constituents, 
but the disrharge of an important trust in behalf of 
a foreign phil.iijihropisl', and where we ought to 
move slowly in our deliberations, and rather confer, 
converse, and consult, as a real committee of the 
wholt, instead of debate like partisans. He would, 
therefore, take the liberty to suggest that the boara 
of management now proposed was imperfect in two 
respects. It did not contain persons enough resi- 
dent at the place where their duties must be per- 
formed, and was so constituted as to be likely to 
render the elections of them by the two houses on 
some occasions difficult, and open to improper in- 
fluences. 

There would be no objection to the Vice President 
and Chief Justice as .-nemben of the board, on ac- 
count of the character of the present inctunbents; 
but neither of them lived here, nor did any of six 
members of Congress proposed to be appointed — 
nor any except two of the other mana^rs to be 
selected at laige. Now as no compensation was to 



be given as salary sr a per diem — it must be obvi- 
ous that seldom would any one attend to the busi- 
ness, unless residing on the spot. For, though 
soros would be here at times officially, yet we all 
know that it was under a pressure of other engage- 
ments likely to prevent a ckise attention to this 
trust. 

What Mr. W. wishud to prtmoss instead of this, 
was the offieen of the National Institute — most of 
whom lived in this city, and five or six of whom 
consisted ex-officio of the President and his cabinet, 
as a public cheek— e<)jal to that of the Vioe Presi- 
dent and Chief Justice, and superior in position, 
as always on the spot. 

This plan had the approbation of a former libra- 
ry committee about twoVeara ago; and be held in 
his hand a bill lo that eflwct, not acted on for want 
of time, and reported by a distinguished South Car. 
. olinian, now in retirement, [Mr. Preston.] 

He hoped, on reflection, it would again be fouod 
acceptable to a majority ofthe committee and the 
Senate; especially when aided by some additipnsi 
provisions, whicn be would suggest. 

In order to let othera at large participate, if tbey 
pleased, and had leisure, he proposed to unite with 
the officera of the Institute four peisons from the 
different sections of the Union; and, to render the 
supervision of Congress as strong and effective as 
is proposed by the bill, to devolve that duty on the 
Library Committee — a committee already organized 
and talented, and peculiarly fitted, in some respecM, 
for mattera of this character. 

In order, likewise, to avoid the delay and difficul- 
ties of elections by the two Houses, he proposed to 
have this same committee of Congress select the 
four membera at large. The amendment be was 
about to propose was intended to accomplish not 
only the.se two general changes in the mode of elect- 
ing, and in more convenient residence of most of 
the board, without any loss of fitness in station and 
pureuit, and without being any less under the im- 
mediate control of Congress and its committee; bat 
to- increase that control by placing all their doin?«, 
and especially the mode of drawing money from rne 
treasury, onaer increased securities, to be prescribed 
from time to time by the Library Committee. As 
the bill stood now, sn account must be opened with 
every individual dealt with or paid; and no bonds or 
security were required in any esse. Mr. W. wish- 
ed to clothe the sommittee of Congress with author- 
ity to remedy these defects, and not only make 
the whole board of management subject to the 
acta of Congress and its directions given from lime 
to time; but subject also to the constant scrutiny of 
the s'anding committee of Congress in both Houses. 
And so finr from conferring samries or donations on 
the board or on th* Institute, he would not give a 
dollar to eitker, except to defray actual expenses in- 
curred in the dischaige of the ti|sst; and not allow 
either to draw a cent from the' treasury except in 
Ihe manner and under the security which shall be 

frescribed by that standing committee of the two 
louses. 

With these explanations, be subuiitted the amend- 
ment he would now read: 

To strike out those portions of thefnew bill pro- 
viding for the constitution of a board of managers, 
and insert: 

"The NationaMnstitute, throngh its officer*, not to rs. 
eeed their prcseat number, and associate with thefn tbor 
other scientific gentlemen, from ditlerent portions of the 
Union, to be seh'cted bj the Joint ron)iniUe« on the Libn- 
ry-y and said committee to exereiie, from time lo time, a sa- 
pervision and control OT»r this board, in behalf of Coo- 
grcss, and see that its directions, as expressed in this aci, or 
in any future net, be duly carried into efliect; and to pre* 
scribe safe rules lo be adhered to in drawini; from the treas- 
ury and auditing all moneys whatever expended from the 
Smithsoniaofund; and none of the laid Iw^rd, nor any of 
said committee, riiall receive any ooropeDssUon for their 
personal services on this subject from the fund albresaid, 
but be paid only their tisvelling expenses." 

Mr. BUCHANAN would be very glad, if it could 
be accomplished, (and he thought at Brat it might be 
on this amendment,) to get a test vote of the Senate 
on the question whether Congrras or the National 
Institute shall have the management and control of 
this Smithsonian library. But the amendment con- 
tained some things not necessarily involved in that 
test, which mignt be advantageously considered. 
He oould not move an amendment, or he woald, so 
as to separate these things. 

Mr. CHOATE said the amendment of the senator 
from New Hampshire raised the preciae question 
the senator from Pennsylvania wished to have test- 
ed. 
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Mr. BUCHANAN looked upon it uacompeand 
amendment. 

Mr. TAPPAN hoped the amendment wonld not 
prevail. Although the diairman of the Library 
Committee some seasions back, [Mr. Preston,] then 
a wnalor from South Carolina, made a report ac- 
companied by a bill, in conformity with this amend- 
ment, it was with the express itnaersianding of the 
committee that not one member of it but himself 
was in favor of that plan, or would sustain it. 

Mr. CHOATE did not know that the amend- 
ment oflered by the senator fieam New Hampshire 
would not makp. a very good board of management; 
and indeed he felt nothing but respect in the highest 
degree for that senator and his associates of the Nar 
tional Institute; as co-laborers in the advancement 
of science and the diffusion of knowledge among 
men, they had already done a good deal. Bat be 
had ascertained, throogb various conferences in the 
Library Committee, that the senator's proposition 
was not likely to meet that favor or support neces- 
sary to insure the success of the bill this session; on 
the contrary, that it would make enemies of many 
«-ho would otherwise sustain the measure. Now, 
on this subject of constituting aboard of managers — 
for the committee attached great importancelo it — he 
(Mr. C.) had given it his most anxious attenion. 
It was the only part of the original bill to which 
much consideration was not given in the first in- 
stance. Since its recommittal the committee bad had 
repeated conferences on this point, and the result 
has been that the plan laid down in the bill was 
unanimously adopted as a happy embodiment of the 
main principles of all former propositions, the dif- 
ference of opinion in r^ard to which had heretofore 
impeded the action of Congress as to the disposi- 
tion of the fund. He was prepared now to say, that 
unless there was some more inlpable objection than 
had yet been made to the plan laid down in the bill, 
the support which it would insure could not fail of 
rendennig the measure successful this session. 

It might be necessary to say a word or two re- 
specting the course pursued by the committee in ma- 
king ihia arrangement. They went back to the rec- 
ords of uU proceedings in Congress since the recep- 
tion of the bequest, to ascertain the number and 
character of the various propositions suggested for 
its disposition; and having collected them all, the 
committee conceived they could not be mistaken in 
combining fh)m the whole such general principles as 
would umte the greatest number of fnends to the 
main object. Now he felt bound to say, that in this 
the committee had succeeded beyond his most san- 

giine expectations. They had not, as the senator 
om New Hampshire seemed to suppose, made a 
complex, exnensive, or impracticable, plan of ma- 
chinery for the management of the institution; but, 
on 'the contrary, one pre-eminently likely to work 
well— economiodly, efficiently, and pracucally con- 
sidered. 

On reviewing all former propoeitions, the commit- 
tee found that there were two or three things in 
whidi a large majority concurred— such as, that the 
Vice President and Chief Justice of the United 
States should be, ex (ffleia, members of the board, 
and that they should have aaweiated with them one 
or two respectable resident members of the National 
tnstitote. It was found, also, that a suggestion 
came from Mr Robbins of Rhode Island, that 
three members of the Senate and three of 
the House of Representatives should be made 
members of the board. Thus the committee had 
united whatever there was to recommend this propo- 
sition to those whose differences of opinion had 
heretofore impeded the action of C<>iigre!>8. They 
took for the ex officio members of the board the Vice- 
President and the Cliierju.sricv of liie United States, 
There could be no ditflcu!iy as to their appointment, 
for they are already elected, and always, by virtue 
of their ofBce, ready to act. The committee then 
provided that three members of the Senate should 
be named by the presiding officer in the same way 
that he named standing committees; and that three 
membera of the House of Representatives, in like 
manner, should be appointed by the Speaker of the 
House. These six members would form a joint 
standing committee, and have charge ef the institu- 
tion in Congress; for the committee decided that 
Congress should hold in its own hands the control 
and supe'vision of the institution. Thus Congress 
wouM Dave the interests of the institution immediate- 
ly represented on the floor of both Houses. In 
addition to those eight ex tfficio members of the 
board, there woukl lie seven persons to be selected 
by Congress — two of them firom the rcaident mem- 



bers of the National Institute, the remainder from 
different States of the Union.;^Hereafter, these seven 
are to be elected by joint resolution of Congress 
every two years. This would afford an opportuni- 
ty of electing gentlemen distinguished as men of 
science and learning, who, from the respect enter- 
tained for them, would be able to enlist the most 
friends for the institution, and would have the bcM 
opportunities of making the citizens of the Union 
acquainted with its objects and advantages. 

There was another consideration which he was 
sore would, upon reflection, have some weight with 
the senator from New Hampshire, and, he hoped, 
induce him to forego his amendment. It was, tnat, 
in looking at the two propositions, with a view of 
ascertaining which was most republican, most dem- 
ocratic in principle, he would find that of the com- 
mittee infinitely more so than his own. It was cer- 
tainly anti-republican and anti-democratic to surren- 
der ul control of the people's representatives in re- 
spect to a trust especially eomrarted to their custo- 
dy, for the people's benefit, and place it in the hands 
of a close body, like the National Institute, wholly 
irresponsible to either Congress or the people — a 
body, the machinery and operations of which, so 
far as regarded the people, were shut out from their 
view, and to which they could of right have no ac- 
cess. On the other hajid, the proposition pf the 
eommitteejrecognised especially, and m a pre-eminent 
degree, the complete control and supervision of the 
people's representatives, and insured that publicity 
which could not fail of ^ning public confidence in 
the management of the institution, and universal ap- 
probation as to the attain^nent of the purpose for 
which the beqoest was made. 

Mr. WOODBURY expressed some surprise that 
his amendment should be attacked by the senator 
Massachusetts [Mr. Choatb] as anti-republican or 
anti-democratic. Such an attack from that quarter 
was, in any view, extraordinary; but much more so, 
when, in this very bill, in another place, six of the 
members of his proposed board are recommended 
by him to be appointed, not by the two Houses 
of Congress or their committee, but three by the 
Speaker of one, and three by the President of the 
other, without any appeal. • 

But Mr. W. feared we were sliding into that 
species of political debate which, in a case like this, 
he deprecated. This was not a struggle for victory 
of a party or personal predilection, but to execute 
in the most fit and becoming manner a sacred trust 
which had been devolved on us from abroad rather 
than by our people. 

Some genuemen, who assail the proposed amend- 
ment inadvertently seem to suppose it is a contest 
whether Coogreas or the National Institute shall 
control the Smithson fUnd; whereas no such ques- 
tion exists. The same control is left in Congress, 
if the amendment is adopted, as is left in it by the 
bill as it now stands. Indeed, tJte amendment in- 
creases the reserved control of Congress in one par- 
ticular through the constant supervision and check 
of the Library Committee of the two Houses which 
it provides for. 

After the amendment is adopted. Congress can at 
any moment abolish or amend the whole boards 
can give to it any special instructions by resolution 
or act; and can, by its committee, give any direc- 
tions, which by this very amendment are to be en- 
forced by the board and Institute, rather than either 
of them being made independent of Congress. 

It seems also to be apprehended by some gentle- 
men, that the National Institute is to have a great 
donation of property, as well as power, by this 
amendment; when, in truth, no power is bestow- 
ed except conditionally, and which is not kept con- 
sumlly under tbeeomrol of Congress; and not a dol- 
lar of'^property, directly or indirectly, ia given to the 
Institute. 

Indeed, no property is given to the Institute or 
anybody else. The library, buildings, &c., aH re- 
main in Congress as trustee for the fund. The 
boon) of managers, including the Institute, are mere 
executive or ministerial agents to carry out our di- 
rections, and own no more of the properly itself, 
than the captain in the navynwnsof theship-of-war 
in his charge. It is rather a burden imposed on the 
board and Institute— as they not only acquire no 
property, but their service, which have so lon^ and 
decidedly been given to letters and science without 
any nay, are all, by my ameudmen*., to continue to 
begratuitous. 

The diflieulty will be rather in gjetting gentlemen 
of suitable characters to devote their time at all to 



venting them from profiting in a pecuniary point of 
view. It is this apprehended difficulty which will, 
in part, be removed by taking more managers reei- 
dent here, who can attend to the business in rota- 
tion or otherwise, at less mconvenience and loss 
than those from a distance. 

A^in: it'is said that the fonn of a resolution in 
elections avoids any dispute. How so? Suppose 
that the gentleman named in the bill from Ohio was 
moved to be stricken out, and that of the member of 
the Library Committee from Ohio be subetituted, 
[Mr. Tappax,] (aa seemed to Mr. W. proper:) 
might it not give rise to debate as to their respective 
characters and fitness? So of every other member 
proposed, though all doubtless were very suitable 
men. 

Other gentlemen seem to fear an abuse of the trust 
by these agenu under the amendment, when the 
very object and terms of it are to increase the 
guards against abuse, through one of our own com- 
mittees, and its auperviaion and regulations; and 
when the position of the Institute and board under 
it, instead of being antagonist to Congress, or inde- 
pendent of it, is made to be in more entire subordi- 
nation to it, and ia hemmed around by stronger 
safeguards against any possible departure from its 
commands or wishes. He was anxious that, while 
the Smithson fund came from a stranger and abroad, 
rather than from among ouraelvet, and hence gave 
no cause for national pride or boasting, but rtuher 
was mortifying to our own backwardness in such 
an object, we should at least be vigilant over ita 
use, remedy defects aa to ita efficiency — which we 
may by this amendment — and add something to our 
national character by the appropriate manner of 
managing the whole trust, though, unforttmately, 
we have had no lot norpartincreatmgit,or liberally 
adding to it, 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that he had but very 
few words to say on this subjecL According to the 
will of the donor, this fund was to bedistrilnited for 
the"incraaae and diffusion ofkoowledgo among men." 
Considering our peculiar position in the District of 
Columbia, he (Mr. B.) had arrived at the conclu- 
sion that the best mode of distributing this fund 
was by the purchase of a great library. Indeed, he 
could imagine no other. If (said Mr. B.) you at- 
rempt to establish a literary instituiion here, with 
the great expense attendant upon living in this Dis- 
trict, and from other causes which I need not enu- 
merate, this fund in its benefiui would be confined 
to a very small portion of the people of this coun- 
try. From the very nature of our government, and 
the condition of the people of this cotmtry, we could 
never expect to erect in our day a library to co.vpare 
with the great European libranea, except by the ap- 
plication of this fund to that purpose. It was impoe- 
siUe, everybody knew, for any of ourcitisens who 
proposed to write a history , or any other work that r»- 

a aired an examination into ancient books and au- 
loritiea, to do so without going to Europe for that 
porpoM, Now, he believed that an extensive libra- 
ry m which all the means of human knowledga 
Bbotdd be collected, and in which they sbeuld be 
equally open to all the citizens of this country, wis 
the very best mode in which to apply the money 
so liberally bequeathed by Mr. Smithson 
for the "increase and diffusion of knowl- 
edge among men." He was clearly of that 
opinion; bat he had no idea of making a speech 
upon the Bubiect. The question now before the 
Senate resolved itself into a very simple proposi- 
tion; and that was. Shall Congrets retain and direct 
the iinm^iate and^eflicient control o< this fund, and 
of ils application, or shall it be administered through 
tlie agency of the National Institute? Thot was tho 
quesiiDii; luiit on the derision nftliequestion his own 
vote might depend. Now, lie entertained all proper 
respect for the members of this Institute, and he be- 
lieved it had been already instrumenial in diffusing 
knowledge among men; but he ihoueht Conptjaa was 
bound to keep the application of this fund distinct 
from that, or any oihirlilerary incorporated body. 
What was proposed by his honorable friend from 
New Hampshire [Mr. Woodsort] in the amend- 
ment under consideration? Why, to connect the 
National Institute with the Smithsonian library — to 
form a sort of partnership between the two. The 
National Institute is to hold its meetings in a mom 
ill the building to be erected for the use of theSmith- 
sonian library. This was in the printed ainendjnRnt, 
and would be the inevitable consequenceof ii.trusiing 
^e management of this fund to that Ir,siitute. In 
[^ great national institution like the Smithsonian li- 



I 



this subjert under these drcuijistances, than in pre- II brary, calculated for the benefit of the whole people 

Digitized byV^jOOy iC 



164 



CoNOftESSIONAL GLOBE. 



of tlie country, he desired to k*ep it clear, or detach 
it and keep it distinct from the National Institute, or 
any other literary corporariop whatever. Congress 
ought to take upon itself the immediate control of 
thk library. It would never succeed, unless this 
coune should be pursued. 

For one, he was not acquainted with the rules of 
the National Institute, and be did not know in what 
manner the managers of that institute were elected; 
but the proposed amendment placed the direction 
and supervision of the library in the hands of man- 
agers not electa by Congress, not responsible to Con- 
gnsa,and overwhom the people of this country, by 
their representatives, could have no control whatever. 
Congress was undoubtedly capable of administering 
this fund without the aid of tJie National Institute; 
and it was their duty to do so. 

Without, therefore, troubline the Senate with any 
further observations, he should certainly go for sep- 
arating the operations of this library from those of 
the National Institute; wishing and hopinj^ that that 
Institute might have];all the success which he be- 
lieved is so well deserved; and if it should be made 
a rival in disseminating knowledge among men with 
the library, well and good. The more knowledge 
eommimieated, the better for the people of this 
country. He, therefore, should vote against the 
amendment of the honorable senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. WooDsraT,] and, althoueh there 
'Were some ptovisions in the bill to which he might 
object, he would vote ibr it, nevertheless, should it 
remain substantially as it came firom the Committee 
on the Library. 

Mr. ALLEN said he should vote against tliis or 
any other proposition whatever, contemplating a 
connection of anything caUed an institution with the 
puUic treasury of the country, in any form or shape. 
This title, "National Institute," sounded large, 
and, at a distance, was calculated to produce a great 
impression upon the public mind. What was it' 
Some years ago a few gentlemen of this city got to- 
gether and concluded to form a literary and scientific 
association among themselves. Well, that thin^ 
lias been done in every city, and in most of the vil- 
lages ai)d towns of the United States, Oom little de- 
beting societies composed of young men, up to lite- 
rary associations composed of gray-headed men. 
All of these associations, of which there are so many 
in .this country, were like that in the city of Wash- 
ington, formed in the same way, and were mere 
voluntary associations of man wiui man. But this 
association in Washington oily,finding a Capitol here 
and a public treasury here, called itself a National 
Institute; and in order to l^tize its claim to 
that pompous title, it asked Congress to give iCa 
corporate existence by a solemn law. After they 
gotassaciated in the public mind tho idea of its ns- 
itonstttjr, they surceeded in getting a law passed 
giving It a legal existence and then they began to en- 
ter into the organization, and to claim a part in the 
administration of the government. That Institute 
came here with the very instinct of all corporations, 
to get its hands into the public treasury of the coun- 
try, bya process of induction. It proceeded with that 
modesty and imposing humility which character- 
ize the movrmentD of all corporations. It began 
by obtaining the tempory charge of objects of sci- 
ence belonging to the government; and being in- 
trusted with tne custody of that part of the public 
prsperty, which resulted from the exploring expe- 
dition, there was a motion made towards the publie 
treasury. Having proceeded so far, it proceeded, a 
few years after, to ask Congress to pay it moneys 
out of liie public treasury; and for what' For its 
care of these very articles of public property, which, 
as a favor of the government, it had asked to be in- 
trusted with the care of. 

This Senate, which sat here for its constituents, 
was neverthless so unjust, in his judgment, as to 
tempt this corporation to its present advances by 
the ratal step of making for it a public office, and 

Eajring it $a,000 for the favor which the institution 
ad asked, in the privilege of taking care of the 
articles resulting from the exploring expedition. He 
opposed that bill at the time it was upon its pas- 
sage through the Senate; and he then said — what was 
now seen — that the attraction of this corporation was 
towards the public treasury. 

We are now intrusted with a fund of some half) 
a million of dollars. It is intrusted to the care of 
the Congress of the United States; whether by the 
constitution or by Mr. Smiihson, it is now immate- I 
rial. The money is obtained; and the question is fl] 
decided that Mr. Smithson could exund the limitsll 
0f the conaiitntion by a request in his will, and 
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place at the disposal of Congress moneys for ob- 
jects which the coAstilution know« not. Tou got the 
money; it is now in the public treasury, or ought 
to be; and was as much subject to the constitutional 
action of ConCTess ns any other moneys of the 
treasury; and lor that aclion alone, and in the name 
of the Smithsonian institution, this National Insti- 
tute comes here to ask Congress to give it the exchl- 
sive administration of half a million of the public 
money. This could be answered by the general 
charge that no moneys ought to be drawn out of the 
public treasury except by the appropriation of law, 
and that Congress has no right to intrust the ad- 
ministration of the public funds to any functiomuy 
of this government, much leas to an irreapansible 
«gent, unknown to the constitution of the United 
States, calling itself a National Institute. If we 
had a right, he would be opposed to this bill, for he 
could say that, within his reading and his observa- 
tion, he hod never known a single instance of a fund 
of money, charitable or otherwise, being intrusted 
to the care of an incorporated body of men, that was 
not squandered, and made to fall short of the object 
of the donor. It was the instinct of these machines 
called corporations; and it was impossible for it 
to be otherwise. Intrust this cnrporalion with the 
administration of this fund, and it would be just as 
much throwii^ it away as to throw it into the mud- 
banks of the Potomac. All these corporation are 
filled with law — they are but the incorporation of 
laws; and never, without an exception, either is 
English history or oura, with regard to the admin- 
istration by corporations, was there an insunce 
where the corporation had not consumed the fund 
or squandered it away, and caused it to fall short of 
the object of the donor; The Girard folly in Phib- 
delphia was an instance of this fact. There might 
be found thousands of instances in the reportamade 
to the British ParKaraent by those charged with the 
investigation of these snbjeets; and m many in- 
stances, not only the income, but the principal, was 
consumed in paying the adminiaireton. It was al- 
ways so. This society in Washington city, which 
calls itself a national institution, haa no more right 
to the direction or control of this fund than the 
Wistar Club in Philadelphia — an institution es- 
tablished tliere by an able physician of that name — 
or any literary society in the East or West, of 
which there were great numbers, as he had before 
slated. 

It is said that this fond is (o be applied in the Dii^ 
trict of Columbia. That very idea gave rise to the 
origin of the National Institute, he had no doubt. 
Flere was a fund to be expended here; and of course 
there must be somebody to receive it, and what so 
handy as a corporation? What so convenient as to 
take into its hands a fund of money which has to be 
expended? What so convenient as a corporatton 
got up for the purpose of receiving it? And what 
was better calculated to lead Congress into their ob- 
ject than to take the title of national? National ! 
a word always dear to the American people — so 
dear that many an inn, tavern, and eating house, 
Ihi-oughout the country, bore tlie title, and he be- 
lieved there was an establishment somewhere in 
town here which bore upon its sign the national 
toting house! Now, as to the formation of a society 
for the increase and diffusion of knowledge, that was 
well enough; but he did not want to see these things 
take a literary and scientific nime for the purpose of 
thrusting their hands in the treasury. He did not 
want to see corporations of men under high sound- 
ing titles, and professing beneficial objects, formed 
in this capital with a view to enter into the control 
of the puolic funds. Hs saw no reason why we 
should nnt give the control of this fund to some 
literary institution in Philadelphia or Boston, with as 
much propriety as to the National Institute. 

The constitution did not give us charge of the 
mind and genius of the American people. It was the 
privilege of a despot, not of a free government, to 
control the mind and direct the genius of the people; 
and he wished to see no instituUon for that purpose 
established in the capital of the United States, by 
which the American people are to think, and read, 
and speak. Genllemen were mistaken if they ima- 
gined that, because such institutions exist in France 
and other parts of Europe, they were doing a 
service to the American people m undertaking to 
pulrsus the same course in this country, or under our 
government. Our government is the ereottire of the 
public mind, and not the creator. In Europe, where 
monarchies, crowns, and thrones sustain themselves 
by controlling the thoughts of the people, it is differ- 
ent; but our government stands upon the thought* 



of the people, and is controlled by them. We hare no 
right to presume that the people are so ignorant that 
we ought to legislate for enlightening them. We 
are here to receive their instructions, not to iiiv>art 
instnictioD to them. It is no part of our duty to do 
so. It is presumption in us to assume the duty. 

On these grounds, and othera which Mr. A. eiv 
forced with great energy, he not only opposed the 
amendment, but signified his intention of voting 
against the whole project. 

Mr. WALKER said that, on this occasion, he 
was likely tu be placed in a small minority. In re- 
lation to the denunciation which the Senate had 
just heard upon this floor of the National Institute, 
and the charge that it commenced out of a desira t» 
monopolize uie Smithsonian fund, he need only to 
say that it eommeooed long before that fund wax 
received. It originated with a distinguished raea>- 
ber of the cafau>et,of Mr. Van Buren, now in honora- 
ble retirement; and from no individual did it receive 
more encouragement, or stronger marks ofapproba- 
tion, than from ex-President Vtn Buren himself, by 
numerous valuable presents, and by every other 
means in which hs could manifest his regiurd. He 
([Ma. Walker) thought, therefore, notwithstand- 
ing the difference of opmion between his friend from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Cuo&te] and his friend from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Woodbury,) as to which is 
the most democratic — and he really rejoiced that his 
friend from Massachusetts was claiming to be dem- 
ocratic, for it was a good symptom of the progress 
of democracy — and, notwithstanding all that viw 
said by his friend from Ohio, [Mr. Allem,] he was 
bound to say that the individuals who eriginated 
this Institution were eminently democratic. He 
did not see that the amendment ofiered by the 
senator from New Hampshire proposed that the 
National Institute should have one dollar of the 
Smithsonian fund, or of any fund whatever. He be- 
lieved it provides that the whole payments to be made 
are to be made by the treasury; and that all the Na- 
tional Institute is to do, as regards this matter, in 
connection with the four other individuals named, 
is to be done under the direction of a committee of 
this body, and subject every year to the modlfica- 
tions and regulatSom, and subject to the supervision 
and contrel, of the government of the United States. 
He rejected the idea, as one ulteriy erroneous, that 
the amendment of the senator from New Hamp- 
shire proposes that the National Institute shall take 
any portion of this fund, or. that it proposes even 
that it shall have the administration of it. II is not 
to receive a aelttary dollar. It is not to diaburm 
either the S.tiitlisonian fund, orany other fund what- , 
ever, under this amendment. The Smithsonian 
fund i« ail to be administered by the Treasury De- 
partment — to be paid out by that department; and 
all that is to be dons by this amendment is, to pro- 
vide that there may be some supervision of thes* 
drafbi before they are presented to the Treesuir | 
Department. 

He should really like to know, inasmuch as there 
was to be a discussion here upon politics generally, 
whichof the twoiathemorederaocratic — the Smith- 
sonian Institution, or the National Institute? The , 
Smithsonian Institution originated from an individ- 
ual in England, entirely foreign — the very name i> , 
foreign. How was it with the National Institute? 
It sprang firom the people. It bean a name that is , 
dear to the people; and it has received the man- 
ifest encouragement of the people of the Vnittt 
Stales. He spoke now not merely of the collegn 
scattered all over the Union that had contributsd to 
its aid and support. He spoke not merely of the 
scientific men who assembled at this Capitol not 
long since, and gave it their encouragement and sup- 
port; but he spoke of the people in the humblest 
walks of life, scattered all over this Union — residisj; 
in every Slate of the Union — who, from year to year, 
and from month to month, had forwarded presents- 
And why is it that this Institute is dear to the 
American people? Because it is noiioital — because 
it is Jhurican. Ther wish to see an institution hoe 
bearing the name of the nation, which shall give to 
the United States the same happy range in science 
that this government has done in political afiaiis. 

And let him tell gentlemen that an institution thtf 
ia merely called Smithsonian can never ooncentraic 
in the same degree the affections and confidence of 
the American people. Still he admitted that it muK 
be called the Smithsonian Insdtution, aor did W 
propose that it should be called by any other nama 
But the question was, whether the individuals wb* 
were named in the bill now under consideration, u 
repurded the Smithsoniaa Ii^lution, wouU beticr 
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carry out the objeol of Mr. Smithson than Uie Na- 
tional Institute. It was a mere diflerence of opinion 
m to how the fund could bebeat admitiiBleroi. But 
if there was any objection to a corporation, 
Kould not the Smithsonian Institution be a 
curporutioR? He was sure hia honorable friend 
from Mosiftchusctt* [Mr. Choate] would not 
deny that it waa at least what was in law called a 
<;ium corporation; and he supposed bis honorabls 
friend from Ohio [Mr. Allen] would admit that it 
would not be more democratic by making it a qwai 
<:orporation. He supposed it could institute suits 
Old legal proceedings. Who are the persons that 
\«ould have chaise of this, under the National Insti- 
tute? Who are uie directors? There was the Pres- 
iJuiit of the United States. Was not that democratic? 
la he not the only man in our goTernmenl who is 
elected by Ac whole people of the whole Union? 
And who, together with him constitute a majority 
of , the dircctora' Why, the cabinet, deriving their 
appointment directly and immediately from the 
Chief Magistrate, who is himself the chosen of the 
whole American people. Was that less democratic 
than committing the administration of this fund to 
those intrusted with it in the bill? He thought, so 
Tar its the democracy of the thing was concerned, 
Jiat the administrauon qf this fund by the National 
Institute was quite as democratic as 11 could be by 
my other mode. 

But those who have charge of tliis Aind under the 
Vational Institute will bo always here. They are 

contribute their valuable services and time to the 
idministration of this fund, and they are not tore- 
eive one solitary dollar for those services. He bo- 
leved that by committing to this Institute the admin- 
^tration of this fund, twe main objects would be 
iccomplished. In the first place, it would best ac- 
omplish the intention of the donor; and, in the 
econd, he believed it would also give additional 
«rraai)ency, and aid the National Institute. There- 
ire, notwithstanding the denunciation of bis friend 
'oin Ohio, [Mr. Allen,] and notwithstanding the 
onorable senator from Massachusetts [Mr, 
'iiuate] considered his plan much the beet, and 
luch the more democratic, he [Mr. Walker] 
lould feel himself constrained to vote, in a small 
inorily he supposed, for the amendment proposed 
f his honorable friend from New Hampshire [Mr. 

ioODBVKY.] 

Ur. FOSTER of New York rose not to discuss 
>e aieasure, but to suggest what appeared to him to 
! a deficiency in the bill, namely, the want of 
me provision for the permanency of the sys- 
'siem of management which experience should 
ove to be best. In the proper lime he wosld sub- 
it art amendment, the object of which would be 
at there should be only one of the seven additional 
embers over the exqffiao members elscted annual- 
; so that in the course of time each would serve 
ren years. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON opposed the amendment of 
: senator from New Hampshire. 
The amendment to the amendment waa accord- 
jly rejected. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York now submitted his 
lendment, as followsc 

And Jared P. Klrtluid of Ohio, Richanl Hennr Wilds of 
listena, (jeorge Tucktr of Virgjsia, Oeorce Baoorolt of 
Ehacliujetta, Henry King of Miscouri, and Joseph G. Tot- 
and Alex. Dallai Bache, member* of the National Insti. 
!. reaident in WaahingtoD city, be the other nvcn mem- 
I, who ahall, by lot, fix the term of their ofllce, ao that the 
n of one of them ihalj expire in one year; of another, in 

1 y^ant; of another in three yearsi of another in four yean; 
kftotber in five years; of another in lis veara ; anrl of the 
ar iu acTeo yean frt)m the tint day oi December next 
r tbe paaaage of this act And any yacanoy happening 
;rwis« tlian by the expiraflbn of the tern, shaii be tiUea 
the reinainderof the term on the fourth Wedues'lay of 
em>>er next after the vacancy occun." 

kir. F. urged at some length the propriety of this 

vision. 

if r. fAPPAN opposed the provision as unneces- 

y, OB there eould be no doubt of there-election 

lUch members as proved by their services to be 

It valuable to the institution. 

f r. CHOATE pointed out how much better it 

lid be for the interests of the institution to have 

rt terms of election, as that would stimulats 

■ngcrSiWho would feel their ambition exciled 

the honor of their trust, to exertions worthy of 

r re-election. 

he nincndment to the amendment wasrejected. 

Ir. ALLEN moved to strike out the words 

:inber8of the National Institute," by which two 

ne nominees in the bill were desigmUed. 

'b« cuneitdment was rejected. 



On motion by Mr. CHOATE, tlieybwfA Wed- 
nesday in December, in the bill, was changed to the 
third Wednesday in December, lest sometimes the 
fourth Wednesday might fall on Christmas day. 

Mr. WOODBURY withdrew the printed amend- 
ments he had on a former day offered, tlic necessity 
for them having been obviated by alterations in the 
bill. 

The amendment of the substitute, as amended, 
was then adopted, and the bill waa reported back to 
the Senate- 
Mr. BERRIEN, before the bill was allowed to 
pass the stage of amendment, suggested the neces- 
sity of considering whether a section would not be 
necessary, authorizing the institution, in respect to 
the pri>pcrty it would possess by the grant of 
the public grounds, to sue and be sued. It might 
be a question whether the government would be the 
ostensible party in a suit. 

Mr. CHOATE conceived the property in the 
ground would still vest in the government; but, for 
the purpose of having time to add a small section, 
to avoid any possible difficulty, he would have no 
objection to poasing over the bill informally till to- 
morrow. 

The amendments made in committee of the whole 
were then concurred in. 

On mouon of Mr. BENTON, the Senate went 
into executive session; and, after some time spent 
therein, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday, January 31, 1845. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

The setest committee on the best mode of dispos- 
ing of the maps, &c., connected with the exploring 
expedition, was appointed by the Speaker this 
morning, ss follows: 

Messrs. J. W. Davh, McDowell, Winthrop, 
Lbonaih), and Ciias. M. Heed. 
MILITARY POSTS IN NEBRASKA AMD ORE- 
GON. 

Mr. DOUGLASS gave notice of his intention 
hereaAer to ask leave to introduce a bill to establish 
military posts in tlie Territories of Nebraska and 
Oregon. 

REANNKXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, on leave, introduced an 
amendment to the bill some time since present- 
ed by him for the reanoexatidn of Texas to this 
Uaion; which was ordered to be printed. It was 
ss foUows: 

"Amendment intended to be'offered in Committee 
of the Whole on the State of the Union, to the bill 
(560) declaring the consent of Congress that a new 
State be formed within the jurisdiction of the repub- 
lic of Texas, and admitted mto the Union. 

"Sec. 4. .Irid be it furHer macted, That the State of 
Texas, when admitted into tliis I.'nioD, in conformity with 
the provisions of this act, shall bo putitled, and continue 
to be entitled, until the next general census, to two repre- 
sentatives in the House of Representatives of the United 
Status; and, in all other respects, as far as they may be ap- 
plicable, the 'lawa of the' United States shall extend.and 
have force In tlw State of Texas, and all the territory prop- 
erly claimed and belonging to the same, in the same man- 
ner OS if that State, with its claims to other ierrritoiy, had 
OYiginally been one of the United States. 

"Sec. 6. .ini bt Ufvrthtr rnacttd. That the President of the 
United States, so soon as he shall be informed that the State 
of Texas has become entitled to be received and admitted 
into this Union in conformity with the provisions of this 
act, shall cnutie the same to be publicly made known by 
proclamation; and shall, at tlic commencement of thafiist 
session of the twenty-ninth Congress, lay before both 
Houses all the proceediugs received by this govemmeut, 
which shall have taken pTuce in punuoncc of tiiia act." 

Mr. ANDREW KENNEDY presented the pe- 
tition of David Ruble and 160 othera, settlers On the 
great Miami reserve, praying Congress to pass a 
law authorizing them to buy the farms on which 
they reside, at a fair appraised value, exclusive of the 
improvements. The petition waa cuM»>mpanied by 
the following remarks: In the general pre-«mption 
law which passed this House in 1841, this reserve, 
for some cause or other, was excepted from its pro- 
visions. Before tliat time, the hardy, industrious, 
and enterprising settlera on this reserve had selectr 
ed their lands, made small improvements, and 
moved their families upon them. Apd why they 
should have lieen made an exception to the general 
provisions of that law, has always been a mystery 
to me. Be the cause what it may, jMse settlera 
were so weii satisfifU that their govenKeiit woidd 



not persiA in this unjust discrimination amongst 
iter citizens, that they continued to extend their im- 
provements and to cultivate the soil, hoping anc( 
trusting that justice would be done them in the 
premises. And sucli has been the zeal with which 
they labored fsr the improvement of the country, 
that now, instead of that great tract of land being 
what it was a few years ago — a wilderness, where 
the red man, with nis neighbors, the wild beasts 
of the forest, made their haunts — ^it has now become 
a well cultivated agricultural region, where peace 
and plenty gject the astonished vision at every 
turn, reminding one of that beautiful passage of 
Scripture which declares that "the wilderness shall 
be mads to bloesom as the rose." 

By every principle of justice and humanity, I be- 
seech the favorable consideration of the members 
of this House to the prayer of the petition. 

The petition was referred to tne Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. BOYD oS%red a resolution in the usual form, 
to terminate the debate in Committee of the Whole 
on (he state of the Union on the resolutions to rean- 
nex Texas to this Union, at 2 o'oclock on Saturday; 
on which he moved the previous question. 

Mr. CARROLL moved to lay that resolution on 
the table; and, on that he called for the yeas and 
nays, which were oriiered, and, being taken, re- 
sulted — yeas 53, nays 104 — as follows: 

YEAS— Mestn. Abbot, Adams, Brinkeifaotf, Carroll, Cling 
man, Cranston, Darragh, Dellet, Dickey, Horence^ 
Foot, Olddings, Ooggiu. Urinnell, Orider, H, Hamlin, 
Hardin, Harper, Hndso% Joseph R. Ingersoll, Iivin, Jenks. 
Ferley B. Johnaon, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel 
r. King, Mcllvaiue, Manh, Freeman H. Morse, Moielsy, 
Nes, I'aterfon, Phoenix, Pollock, ElUiba B. Potter, Pratt, 
Praston, Charles M. Reed, Rockwell, Russell, Schenek, 
SenUir, ieveronce, Albeit Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Andrtw 
Stewart. Summers, Tildea, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
John White, Benjamin tV'hita, and William Wright— SS. 

NAYS— .Messrs. Arrlngton, Ashe, Atkinson, Barrin- 

ger, Belser, Benton, James A. Black, BlackwoU, Bow- 
n, Boyd, Breagle, Brodbaod, Aaron V. Browa, MUloa 
Brown, W. J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Carpenter, Jeremiak 
E. Cary, Chanpell, Clinch, Clinton, Cubb, Coles. Cross, Cul- 
lom, Dana, J. W. Davis, K. D. Davis, Dillingham, Dong- 
lais, Dromgoole, Duiilap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, FickJin, 
Fester, Fr»noh, Edward 8. Hamlin, Haralson, Hays, Her- 
rick. Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, James 
B. Hunt, Charles J. Inrenoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, An(ftew Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, La- 
hranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McClelland, McConnell. Mc- 
Dowell, McKay, Edward J. Moni», Paimenter, Payne, 
Pettit, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, DavU 8. Beid, Reding, 
Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, St. John. Sanndera, Thomas 
H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, 
John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, 
John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Allied P. Stone, 
Strong, Taylor, Themasson, Thompson, Tibbatta, Tucker, 
Vinton, Wentworth, VTheaton, Williams, Woodward, and 
Joseph A. Wright- 104. 

So the resolution was not laid on the (able. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question waa ordered; and being taken, was 
decided in the affirmative without a division. 

So the resolution fixing a time to terminate the 
debate was adopted. 

Mr. J. A. WRIGHT asked and obtained leave 
to report a private bill, (name not heard;) which 
was twice read, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

After seme disagreement, and considerable con- 
versation, as to the Dusiness which the House would 
agree to proceed with, 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 
The resolution of Mr. Levt, olTered yesterday, 
setting apart the first three legislative days of Feb- 
ruary tor Uie oensideration of territorial business 
came up; and after some conversation, having been 
moidified at the suggestion of Mr. C. Jomriox snd 
Mr. A. V. BaowN, so ns to provide for setting apart 
the 10th and 11th days of February by special as- 
signment to the busineae o( the three Territories, 
was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. HOUSTON asked leave to report a bill from 
the Committee tm Public Lands. 
Mr. HAMLIN objected. They had limited tho 
he sal J, fnr theTexas debate, and he was for 
nins It while it remained. 
,r. HOUSTON moved to suspend the rules, to 
him to report his bill; out subsequently 
ied his motion so as to suspend the rules for 
four to receive reports generally. 
[e question waa i.ihen and decided in thsn^a- 
ires 59, noes not counted. 
IVENTWf iR I'H olTered the followmg reso- 
lution, which lies over one day: 
Raohed, Th«( the hoijotable the SocrcUry of Wsr to-f 
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niih to tbii Home tBe Bnoeedinc Mid opiniOD of » co«rt of 
inoairy conreaed bv direeUon oT the Secretary of W»r, in 
M»rch, 1841, «t Fort Oibion, to isTeiUgate the conduct and 
cbancterof Surgeon P. Maxwell, upon charges and impo- 
tationa nade againat him by tbe Surgeon Ueneral in certain 
official papan, and all the coriMpoodenee and papen con- 
nected thenwith. 

REANNEXATTON OF TEXAS. 

On motion of Mr. COBB, the House resolved itr 
gelf into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Hopkin« in the chair,) and resamed the 
consideration of the joint resolutions, with the 
several amendments thereto, for the reannexatios of 
Texas. 

Mr. RHETT was entitled to the floor. It was 
related, he said, that in the battle of St. Jacinto the 
Mexicans either fiied b«fore they came within good 
shot, or wasted their fire by indiscriminate charges 
along their enemy's lines. The Texians, on the 
contrary, under the direction of their gallant leader, 
who, while he went along tbe line, told them "No, 
boys, no;" watted until Uie Mericans came within 
the certain range of their deadly fire; they levelled 
their rifles at particular aim, and the result was, they 
conquered. He proposed, in thif second battle of 
St. Jacinto, to imitate the example of those Texians; 
and therefore be should endeavor, in his argument, 
to be as brief, as dense, and as pointed as the circum- 
stances and his ability permitted. 

In tbe first place (saia Mr. R. ) I propoENs to state to 
the committee the object at which I intend to aim. I 
shall not talk about the Texas debt, because I con- 
ceive that is only emoke. I do not suppose that any 
proposition, which will receive the approbation of 
this committee, will have any reference to the 
Texas debt. I shall not talk of war; that also is 
Mexican smoke. The proposition which he 
BunKwed would obtun favor with the com- 
mittee, and which he intended to debate, was 
that submitted by the gentleman from Tenn., [Mr. 
MuTCN Brown,] whidi proposed the admission of 
Texas as a State, with tne limitations bis bill con- 
tained. And permit him here to sa^r, that since he 
had been on tnis floor, this propoaition, emanating 
from the source it has, had given him more unfeign- 
ed gratification than any which bad been oflinred 
here. It proved that they of the South, although 
they might differ upon ^reat questions affecting the 
Union, yet when questions arose vitally affecting 
their peculiar section, and also the Union, they 
would be true to themselves and to the whole coun- 
try. 

The objections to tiiis measure were two: Ist, 
that the act of admission by Congress was an intei> 
forence with the treaty-making power that could 
alone accomplish such an ol^ect; and, 2d, that they 
were admitliog a foreign state, and that it was not 
competent for them to do so. 

Observing that he should for the present pass over 
the question of expediency to discuss these two 
great principles of power — power under limited gov- 
ernments being' tiie first question to be vettled by 
statesmen and legislators — he proceeded to say that 
he agreed with the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. WiNTHROp] that it waa the duty of those who 
affirmed this power to show it. 

First, then: those who argued that the treaty-ma- 
king power — viz: the President and Senate — ought 
to take cognizance of questions for the admission of 
States into the Union, conceded that that power ex- 
isted in the government. They only differed with 
them as to the mode in which it should be accom- 
plished; and, in so doinz, they only admitted what 
had been done frequentTy by our government in its 
past history, and what the Supreme Court 
had sanctioned. Now, he asked these . gentlemen 
under what clause of the constitution did they draw 
the inference of this power in the treaty-making 
power. Was is not under that clause which said 
new States might be admitted by Congresa into the 
Union? If it were not for that clauae,no one wouhl 
pretend that the President and Senate would have 
the power to purchase territory with a view to ad- 
mit new States into the Union, (which was the 
correlative power of the power to admit new States.) 
Now, he put it to these gentlemen if their argument 
was not far more far-fetched than theirs. . If they 
admitted that the treaty-making 'power was au- 
thorized to do that to which there waanoexprei 
reference made in the constitution, (viz: to purchai 
territory,) why could not tbe Congress, to whom thi 
power was expressly given, use the same means, o^ 
any other means, to acquire this territory out ( 
which they were expressly authorized to admit nc 
States? He submitted to all candid men that ihei! 
was the weaker power, and that for which he 



tended was the stronger pewer; and that the admi*. 
sion by their opponents of this weaker power car- 
ried with it the admission of the stronger power. 

Now, let him refer to the reasons why this power 
waa given to tlie Congress of the United States, and 
not to the President and Senate. Look back to the 
origin of our government. How waa it that the old 
Skates came into the Union? Was this constitution 
filmed by the President and Senate? No; it waa 
framed precisely on the grounds on which they 
proposea now to act by this bill admitting a new 
State. The old States came into this Union; the 
constitution was framed by a oombini.tion of two 
great powers and interests: first, the Stales, as 
States, acted on it; and, second, the people belong- 
ing to the States acted on it. 

Now was it not likely when the constitution was 
framed, and the provision made that new States 
might be admitted mto the Union, that it was in- 
tended that the same power which bad made the old 
States, should admit and form new States also? He 
thought so. In admitting new States, they would 
have the popular approbation, as well as the govern- 
ment sanction of the country; and waa not that pre- 
cisely the course which they proposed to pursofrhere? 
They were observing strictly the analogies af the 
constitution. 

But let them look one step further. Why waa it 
that theframersof the constitution, when tney said 
that new States might be admitted by tbe Congreaa 
into the Union, had not declared that they 
should be admitted by the President and Senate^ 
Why, they chose to Kave the highest guaranty on 
this subject, both by the action of the people, and 
of the component sovereignties that convened to 
make the constitution. Why, look at the treaty- 
making power on the simple question of its corrupti- 
bility; and see whether the mode which they pro- 
posed to carry out here, was not ftr better, far more 
secure, than the admission if it could be dfected by 
the President and Senate. It was true that the rati- 
fication of a treaty required a vote of two-thirds of 
the Senate; but two-thirda of the Senate were only 
nine senators more them a mere majority of the 
Senate; and _ Mr. R. agreed that nine men might be 
more easily influenced to a particular course, on a 
question of this vastly important character, than a 
majority of the House of Representatives, coming 
directly from the people. Every body knew ihat, 
in this great maltv of admitting States, some of the 
most enormous instances of bribery and corruption 
had occurred. They all knew that Ireland had been 
annexed to England by means of not less than five 
millions sterling; end Lord Castlereagfa began his 
political life, great as it was, with this measure. 

He would go one step farther: he would say that 
it affacted the Slates not only as States, but that it 
affected the people of all the States; for it would 
have been wrong to have admitted new States into 
the Union without the assent of the people of the 
States. Shall the States,a«ling as sovereigns in the 
Senate, alone have a voice, and the people have 
none? It was not a republican doctrine, and was in 
conflict with the conatitution, which declares that 
Congress, and Congress only, shall have the power 
to aomil new States into the Union. His position 
was, that the power of admitting new States was 
not in tlie treaty-making power at all. In the first 
pleu:e, said he, let us define what a treaty is. It cer- 
tainly is not a compact, alliance, or confederation 
alone. It may mean a different thiiu;. A treaty is 
that about which you treat, about which you must 
treat; and it was in that view that Mr. Madison has 
put it in his article in the Federalist He says it 
was necessary to give tho treaty-m«iking power to 
tbe President and Senate, on account of the secrecy, 
despatch, and certainty witli which they could act. 
It was clear that, if it had not been for the treaty- 
making power, Louisiana would not have cameiutp. 
the Union in 1803, for there were difficulties and ob-"' 
stacles in the way which would have prevented the 
acquiation of that lerritory by a legislative act. 
But it did not follow that, under otiier circumstances, 
Louisiana could not have been annexed by an act of 
Congress. Now, there were a class of cases which 
cleady came within tbe treaty-making power alone. 
These were cases of extra-territonal and interna- 
tional interests, such aa ri^t of search, rendition of 
lerritory after war, rendition of criminals, fixing 
Imundary, &c.; all cases of extra-territorial and in- 
ternational concern, requi' ing no act of Congrets to 
carry them out. But in all cases of municipal con- 
cern, Coneresa must act. 

Here Mr. R. cited several caaea in illustration of 
his position. 



In tbwe coses Congress might act alone, if it saw 
fit. Thought it might act in connection with tbe 
treaty-makinjgpower, yet it could act alone. One 
gentleman laM down the broad propoaition, that, in 
any matter affecting foreign nations, the trcaty-tna- 
king power done must act, and that Congress could 
not. Did those who held this doctrine reflect that, 
in matters most vitally affecting the people, they 
would give all legislative power to the President and 
Senate, and make the representatives of the people 
the mere underlings of an aristocracy of the Presi- 
dent and Senate, built up on the ruins of the liber- 
ties of the people? Mr. K. heie referred to the act 
of Congress in relation to the colonial trade, which 
had the effect of sweeping off our whole West India 
trade, and giving the carrying trade to Halifax. 
Under what power did Congress pass that act' Un- 
der the power to regulate commerce. Under what 
powac was it proposed to admit Texas? Under the 
power to admit new States into the Union. And 
now he came to consider that power. Let any one 
listen to the arguments that have been offered against 
this measure. He had not heard a single argument 
that did not go to the effect it would have on our 
mtmicipal relations. One of the objections to an- 
nexation waa, that it was a sectional question, and 
was designed to give additional political power to 
the southeniportion of the Union. Was not that a 
municipal affaiif Another was, that it would ex- 
tend and perpetuate slavery. Was not that a mum- 
cipal affair? A^n, it was objected that it would 
produce war. Well, had not Congress tbe power 
to declare war? Ana if it had, had it not a right to 
do so in that way as well as any other? The annex- 
ation of Texas would be a proclamation to England 
to come on, if she chose, to go to war on that issue. 
In short, all the objections that had been urged 
against tbe measure, proved it to be a municipal af. 
fair, over which Congress had control. He would 
now hasten on to the next proposition, which was, 
that Texas waa a foreign state, and that Congreai 
had the power to add foreign states to the Union. 

The gentleman from Kentucky behind him [Mr. 
G. Davii] talked about political suicide, which be 
said Texas would commit by being annexed to 
the Union. Why (said Mr. R.) we don't intend to 
touch the sovereignty of Texas. We intend to ad- 
mit her into the Union aa a sovereign equal with the 
other States; and, even if we should temporarily 
abridge her sovereignty by making her a territory, 
we intend at last to give her a resurrection by 
erecting that territory into sovereign and indepeix^ 
ent States. Bat it must be recollected that a Stale 
must be a sovereign to be admitted into the Union. 
Where was there any thing in the constitution of 
the United States to show tliat the States were not 
sovereigns? He assented fully to the truth of the 
dedaratinn made by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. The gentleman said that Massachusetts waa 
a sovereign when she entered into the confederacy, 
and that, nssenting to the constitution as a sovereign, 
' she would have a right to go out of the Union wheo- 
: ever she thought the constitution was violated. He 
I believed that every sovereign State had a right to 
dissolve the federal compact whenever she thoa|^i 
it was violated, and tliat each Slate, as a sovereigi], 
had a right to judge for herself if it was violated. 
But if Texas should come into the Uniou, he should 
like to know how she was to come in in any other 
way than as a sovereign State. Some seoileoKS 
contended that, to admit Texas into the Union, she 
must be first taken in as a territory. But suppose 
that was done: she must form a consutution and 
State government before she can be admitted, and 
when that is done, she is a State; and if a State, she 
must be a foreign State. Hnw was a sovenigoi 
State to be admitted into the Union unless she was 
a foreign State? If it is a sovereign State, it must be 
a foreign State; and when gentlement contend that 
before a State can be admitted into the Union, isc 
territory must belong to the Union, they contr«»ii« 
what they have already done. Mr. R. went on u> 
illustrate this argument by citing tbe cases of the 
States that had been admitted into the Union since 
the adoption of tlie constitution. He referred par- 
ticularly to the case of the State of Missouri. In 
conformity with the act of Congress, this Stale, 
when a Territory, formed a constitution, and creel- 
ed herself into a State. That constitution not meet- 
ing the npprobat'on of Congress, she was refuaed 
admittance, and had to adopt another before s'^e 
could be admitted into the Union. Where was 
Missouri then? She was a sovereign Slater and 
suppose Congreaa had refused to admit her till now: 
would she not b« still a sovereign and indepeodoi: 
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Stale? Unquestionably she would, and nhe would 
also be a foreign Slate. A Stale cannot be admitted 
into the Union till she ia a sovereign; and then she 
ia a foreign State. 

There was one objection which had been made to 
this measure bv the gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. EcHKBOT,] which at first he thought was en- 
titled to some weight; and that was, that the consti- 
tution provided tlwt no man shall be qualified to 
serve as a senator or member of the Housa of Rep- 
resentatives, unless he shall have been nine years a 
citizen of the United States for the first office and 
seven years for the latter. 

The objection was, bow were the two clauses of 
the Ciinstitution — one providing that Congress may 
admit new States into the Union, and the other de- 
claring that a senator and a representative shall be 
nine and seven years a resident of the United 
States — to be reconciled.' But what was the role of 
law on this subject? The rule for construing laws 
and constitutions was, that, where two provisions 
conflict with each other^ they shall be so construed 
•s to make each stand, if possible. But there was 
no difficulty in this question, as it could not come 
up till the State was admitted into the Union, aod 
sent her senators and representatives here. Sup- 
pose, then, that the new Slate should send senators 
and representatives who are inhabitants of one or the 
other of the old States — indeed, the traniers of the 
constitution might have provided this clause ex- 
pressly with the view of meeting the cases of Slates 
admitted into the Union out of breign territory, so 
that they may be compelled to find members of 
Congress who, by a long rasidence in the United 
States, may be better acquainted with its laws and 
inetitutioDs than the late subjects of perhaps a des- 
potic power. He now came to the objections on 
the ground of expediency. It bad been urged that 
this was a sectional question — that the territory to 
be annexed lies on our southern border, and that its 
Kquisition will add political strength to the south- 
ern portion of the confederacy. Well, he should 
like to know how cny addition of territory was 
evrr to be made lirat was not sectional in that sense. 
Will you (said he) ever get territory that surrounds 
the wh<)le Union? So far it was a sectional quea- 
lion, and must of necessity be so; but, viewed in a 
l>roper light, it was not sectional, 'the question 
vas, whether the limits of our Union were to stand 
u now, and never to be extended; or whether we 
ire to go on and extend the blessings of our 
ice institutions over a vast territory; whether 
re are to go on as our ancestors intended, 
nlarging our possessions, extending our institu- 
ions, and fulfilfiBg our hign destinies, or reisain as 
ve are. If Texas ^^os to be the last acquisition that 
re are to make, there might be seme force in the 
>bjection; but it was not the last. He could not tell, 
nth the improvements that have been made in ma- 
^inery and steam navigation, how long it would be 
leforc the whole continent was brought under the 
ileasingsof our constitution. He said the question 
na not sectional because it was not final. Would 
[entlemao say that Oregon shall not come into the 
onfederacy? The South was, and would be in any 
nrent, necessarily a small portion of the Union. The 
poster portion of territory was at the North, and 
he North would have the control of this continent. 
'Westward the star of empire holds its way;" and 
rould gentlemen say that this would not have Ihis 
■ast territory? 

This was not a sectional question in its bearings. 
Oiere were two great objects which the constitution 
ras designed to secure: one was to provide for tlie 
ommon defence, the other was to sfecure domestic 
nuiquillity. They hod a mighty nation seeking to take 
lossession of territory en the borders of this confed- 
racy, with a vie w to assail a portion of this Union; 
Jid would they say that they would disregard their 
onetitutional obligation to provide for the common 
efence? Would they allow the design alluded to 
ogo on until it affected our domestic tranquillity — in- 
rnial tranquillity — the tranquillity of the whole? 
VouM they say that they would not carry out the 
Tovisions of the constitution bv the passage of this 
ill' Were the people of the South under the pro- 
iciion of the constitution? Were they by the con- 
tiuitioD secured domesiie tranquillity? Or would 
ley go on with the agiiutions of^ the South which 
ad Dttn originatrd in the British Pariiament, and 
lien brought into this place? Domestic tranquillity 
ras their conslitutionul right; it was the purpose for 
rhich they entered into uie confederacy; and now, 
rben a great object was presented as a means to 
ecurc it, by which they could be at peace with the 



constitution, and with their fellow-citizens at the 
North, would they refuse to do it' A gentleman 
&om the North had said that the South itself was 
answerable for the agitation; but that, he replied, 
was like the wolf saying to the lamb, you disturb 
my water. The South was a minority, and how 
could she cause the disquietude? HowMtr, the taunt 
came ft'om a gentlemui who invariably supported 
these agitations; but could anytlilng be more untrue? 
It had been forced upon the South in spite of their 
protestations; and now, when their people had been 
disquieted, and an opportunity occurrcil by which 
they coald be tranquillized, would they refuse to 
restore tranquillity amongst them? If tlie cousum- 
nutien should come, which a gentleman from Ala- 
bama once pictured of blood and slaughter and des- 
olation of the South, to which the gentleman from' 
Massachusetts replied "let it come," the gentleman 
from MoiisachuselU could not say with Macbeth, 
Tboo cao'it sot ny I did it, 

Shake not tby gory lockc at me. 

By continuing the agitation of the Soutli, and re- 
fusing to tranquillize them by the passage of this bill, 
they would violate every principle of the compact. 

He then briefly replied to an argument used by 
the gentleman fromVermoDI, [Mr. Marsh,] and 
contended tliat the provision of the constitution 
which prohibited any alteration of the constitution 
in relation to the importation of slaves, &c., wai a 
guaranty for the South, until the South became 
strong enough to protect themselves. 

But gentlemen bad said this was a great strife for 
sectional power between the North aod tlie South. 
Why, the South was in a minority, and was des- 
tined ever to be so. And nhat would thsy do with 
the bill on the table? Why, every clause of the 
constitution was designed to enable tlie weak to pro- 
tect tliemselves; and, by passing this bill, they would 
only be acting in consonance with t]ie constitution. 
What was despotism but irresponsible power? 

Here the falling of the Chairman's hammer an- 
nounced the expiration of the honorable gentle«ian's 
hour. 

Mr. CALDWELL said, during this discussion, 
gentlemen hod spoken of the great importance of 
uie subject under consideration. One gentleman 
had saicT that it was of such vast importance, that 
he coidd icarcely realize that they were eneaged in 
debating it. The astonishment with him, (Mr. C.,) 
however, was,' not that they were actually engaged 
in discussing the question, but lliat there should bo 
any portion of the statesmen of this country who 
opposed the annexation of Texas to this Union. 
We present the astonishing spectacle to the world 
of having offered to us such a boon as had been of- 
fered before to no nation of the earth, and yet they 
were standing there debating whether they would 
accept the profTered boon. To him, this was the 
greater matter of wonder tuid astonishment. 

He proposed, before he entered into any notice of 
the objections which had been urged to this meas- 
ure, to state briefly that Texas was once all our 
own, with all its rich and fertile fields, and all its 
mighty rivers. But we had lost that part of our do- 
main. By the treaty of 18G3 we acquired an undi*- 
puted right to the territory of Texas, but, by the 
treaty of 1819, we lost that right. With deep mor- 
tification he made the acknowledgment. It was no 
port ofhisduty or purpose to cast censure on ooy 
who were engaged in the formation of the treaty of 
1819. The oaUou had had that subject under con- 
sideratioUj and the nation had passed a verdict on 
the question. It was sufiicieiit for his purpose to 
know that our greatest statesmen — Madison, Jc^er- 
son, Monroe, ^ckney, ay, and Clay, and the ven- 
erable gentleman from Massachusetts himself, [Mr. 
Adams,] had all established the fact that Texas was 
as much ours by the treaty of 1803, as was the 
island of New Orleans. 

From 1803 to 1819, the settlements which weie 
made in Texas were made under the guaranties of 
that claiue of the treaty of 1H03 which provided that 
the citizens of Texas should be incorporated into the 
Union of the United States. From lbU3 to 1819 we 
continued to hold out assurances to the inhabitants 
of Texas of admission into this Union. All our 
Presidenlo — all our accomplished statesmen con- 
tended that Texas was ours, and all united in de- 
claring that tlie citizens of Trxas should receive the 
protection of our flag, and be aduiitted into tliis 
Union as citizens of the Unhed States, according to 
the treaty of 1803. He might refer to the action of 
our statesmen day after day; he might ]ioiDt to the 
letter written whea the gentieniaii l>om Massachu- 



setts was Sscretary of Stale, declaring — when it was 
expected that a descent would be made on Texas 
by some Frenchmen, for the purpose of making set- 
tlements there — that this government would not per- 
mit such a thing north of the Rio Grande. 

The settlements in Texas, then, were made un- 
der what were supposed to be the guaranties of this 
government to the people of Texas by the treaty of 
1808. That treaty provided that the inhabitanis of 
the ceded territory should be incorporated into the 
Vnion of the United States as soon as possible, . ac- 
cording to the principles of the federal constitution, 
and be protected in the enjoyment of the riehu, 
privileges, and inuunities of the citizens of the 
United Siatee; and, in the mean time, they were to 
have the free enjoyment of their property, their 
liberties, and the religion they profess. ' 

Gentlemen Ulked about the obligation of treaties: 
they professed a high r^ard for law and order, and 
advocated a strict obserMute« of treaty faith; and he 
asked them where was (heir regard for treaties 
when they sanctioned the selling into colonial l^nd- 
age the very people whom this Union was bound by 
the treaty of 1863 to protect. 

He had said that by the treaty of l£l9 we lost 
Texaa. That was so true that they could liot deny 
it; but he osoerted here, and he held himself rei>pon- 
sible to prove the ooaertion, that neither Spain n.ir 
Mexico sequired ttny right under the treaty of 1819. 
It was one of the fuodantental doctrines of our dee* 
laration of indepwdenee that aU le^tiroota govero- 
menls derived their rights from the tonsent of the 
governed. The people of Texas were port of the 
United States. We parted with our right to Texas; 
but Spain took nothing by the deed; for the people 
of Texas never sanctioDed the act. Within a few 
months after tla treaty of 1819 a convention w«* 
called in Texas; and the best estimate they had of 
the population of that country was, that in 1819 
Texan had 19,000 inhabitants. These inhabitants, 
by their repreaenialiTesin the convention to which 
he liad alluded, formed a dcdamtion of indepead* 
ence, in whieh they said: 

"The citlxrni of Texas have long indulged the hope that, 
inthaa41<>*taMnto(the homdarie* of the gpanith poswt- 
aioni in America, and of the tairitoriea of the United States, 
thev should he includnd within the limits of the latter. Tfa« 
claims of the United States, long and strcauousJy urged, 
encouraged the hope. 
« • « • • • • 

"The reoaat treaty batsrseD 8^n and the United Stales 
•f America has dissipated an illnsion too long fondly ober- 
iehed, and hv aroused the citizens of Texas from tile torpor 
into which a fisncled security had Inlled them. They have 
seen tbams^ves, by a convention to which Ihey were no 
party, litonlly sbsuoBed to the doatnlon of the Crown of 
Spain, and left apray not only to inpoaitioiu alraody inlal. 
erable, but to all those exactions which Spanish rapacity are 
fertile in devising. 

■The eitixana of Texas wonid hav* proved thenselvei 
unworthy of tile age in wkkh thsy Uva— anworlhy of their 
ancestry, of the lundred republics of tlie American conti- 
nent, could they have hesitated in this esnergency what 
eonrse to purauel Spuming the fetter* of oolouiai vassalage 
— dtsdaininc; to sobnit to the most atrocious despotism that 
ever disgraced the annals of £nrop«, they have resolved, 
under the blessing of Ood, to be t'BXE." 

And from that moment they were free. From 
1819 to 1834 Texas and Mexico presented a con- 
tinued scene of revolution and bloodshed. Texaa, 
although for some time invaded by a fbreign arm^, 
never did submit^ never wee conquered by either 
the armies of Spam or of Mexico. She continued 
to assert her right to freedom, and she maintained 
ttiat right until 1824, when she was admitted as a 
free and independent State, with Coahuila into the 
Mexican ooniederocy. Thus far, then, they caw 
that "Texas never did submit to Spain, ami Texas 
never had belonged lo the present government of 
Mexioo. He would put it to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, if this confiBderated government 
were overthrown by a military despot, and the oon- 
stitution under which we enjoy our libertiee were 
battled down into the dust, and a central goTemment 
were here established by a mililaiy tyrant, if the 
people of Maasachusetis would feel bound to submit 
to such despotism? Would she not raise her voice 
in behalf of the constitution and of freedom? And 
what more had Texas done? In 1835 — one year 
before her declaration of independenee — Texas 
hoisted the banner of the constitution, aiul called 
upon the older Mexican Sutes to rally round it in 
defence of their rights and their freedom; but she 
was not regarded, and the Mexican confederacy fell 
under the power of Santa Anna, with the exception 
of the republic of Texas. 

She etniie was true to her kindred; true to that 
spirit which the liad inherited from her ancestors 
on thepUiaa of St. Jacinto, where they hud placed 
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her independence so that Ae tyrant of Mexico 
or any otner country could not reach it. 

Texas, then, was a free and independent nation; 
ahe was not only in &ct ftee and independent, but 
■be waa able to maintain and aecare her fireedom. 
She had achieved it by the noblest patriotism, the 
most uodavmted valor. She has acquired it by all 
that ia held sacred in our revolution. We should 
be the last people on earth to deny the rieht of 
revohltion — to advocate the divine right of Kings. 
If we were entitled to our freedom, Texas was en- 
titled to her fireedom; and when ^ntlemen talked 
about robbing Mexico by the admission of Texas 
into this Union, he could draw no distinction be- 
tween this robtKsry, as it was called, and declarine 
that we had robbed Eneland of the colonies which 
she bad owned previously to the declaration of in- 
dependence in 1776. If gentlemen who talked 
about robbing Mexico had lived in the gloriotis 
days of our revolution, the universal joy whidi 
pervaded the country at the result of the baule of 
Yorktown, might perhaps have been marred by 
the hoarse erouung of "robbery" of Etngiand of her 
fair possessions. 

Tnus, while Texas was flee and independent; and 
proposed to come into this UnioD, its admission 
would secmv a territory of unpaiaJleled fertility; 
it would secure to the southwest— onr weakest and 
most defenceless frontier — a protection which 
neither armies, fleets, or military posts could give. 
When it was seen by reCnence to the map that the 
great valley of the West — that the great commerce 
of the valley of the Mississippi, constituting in it- 
self an empire— that iheigreat mart of tUI our west- 
em produce was secured by the admission, he 
paused to hear what objections there could be to the 
measure. 

The gentleman fVom Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. R. 
IiiasBSOu.,} who addressed the commiltss early in 
this discussion, bad brought forward one of the 
most important objections lo tUs bill, viz: that there 
was danger in extending our territory; that the 
States would fly off by means of the centrifugal 
force; and he added, in the course of bis remarks, 
that the eentral government here was the heart 
through which the life-blood of the system must 
flow to all the States. Here wm an important ob- 
jection to the admission of Texas into the Union — 
the enlargement of our territory. This extension 
of territory was the very reason why he was an ad- 
vocate for Texas, irrespective o( its .'position; and 
when jgentlemen taunted hiia here as a strict con- 
structionist, a State-rights man, if they pleased, and 
still adtdcated the annexation of Texas, he threw it 
back to them, and told them that was the very 
ground why he wanted Texas — because it was cal- 
culated to secure the doctrines which he advocated — 
the doctrines of 1798, which all democrats at least 
ought to advocate. Was there any danger of this 
government flying to pieces by extending its terri- 
tory? He read from Mr. Madison's comments, in 
the Federalist, on the constitution, in which he 
said Mr. Madison look the doctrine that the natural 
limit of a republic was, that extent coming from 
which the representatives of the country might meet 
as often as the emeigenciesof the counlrr demand- 
ed. He held this doctrine, and he said, tn this day 
of stosmboats and railroads, that our government 
miffht extend aver this continent without danger of 
falluiflr to pieces. 

But he might be asked how was this extension of 
territory to ttuard the doctrine of State rights. 
Every State they added to this Union, every enlarge- 
nient of ourdomain, wouM bean additional obstacle 
in the way of the consolidation of this government. 
The more diversified the soil, the climate, the pro- 
ductions — the more difierent the pursuits and occupa- 
tions, the habits, and education of the difierent por- 
tions of our Union — the more difficult it would be to 
get the Congress of the United States ever to con- 
solidate and centralize tlus government. Each State 
would demand for itself the rights of legislating for 
itself, of consulting its own peculiar interests and 
notionii. Every State they added to this Union was 
but another sentinel on the watchtower of freedom; 
every Sute they added was but another eye to guard 
the jewel of liberty: that jewel was State eov- 



le refiOTed to the objeetions to the annexation of 
Texas, which had been taken by the gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. Marmi] yMt»!rday, ami he 
comphmented the candor with which it had been 
brotubt forward by that gentleman. Th ia objection, 
togeucr with that of the genlleroan from Pennsyl- 
vania, comprehended the whole matter in issue. 



The objection sf the gentleman from Vermont waa, 
that it was a scramble for political power. Ah! 
they had it at last Conceal it as they would, the 
gentleman eaid, it must come to this. Let it come 
(said Mr. C.;) m Gkid's name let it go to Kentucky; 
let it go to Aiflilhnd — to every whig in the slave- 
holding Slates — ^that the whole opposition to this 
measure was a scramble on the part of the North 
for political power. 

[A voice: "A political scramble on the part of the 
South."] 

In God's name, ^continued Mr. C.,) what inter- 
est had the South in making a scramble for polit- 
ical power? Had the South, by possessing ascen- 
dency in the halls, the power of enfbrcing class le- 
fislation on the North, by which they were to plun- 
er the North of their own earnings, to interfere 
with the domestic institutions of the North, was it 
feared that they would make any such interference? 
No; every candid man from the North would tell them 
that he had no such fear. The South never asked 
anything but U be let alone; the slavehoMing States 
only asked to be permitted to enjoy, in their own 
way, their own liberty; that they would not disturb 
her peace, and distract her citizens. They would 
not attempt to enforce slavery on the North; let the 
South have the political ascendency here, and they 
voukl never oppress the North. 

There was, then, some positive reason on the 
part of the North for wanting this undue ascen- 
dency. Did she want to destroy the balance of 
power; to meddle with the slavery of the Sooth; 
to force them into measures in regard to their domes- 
tic institutions that tkey denied to them the right to 
interfere with? She could have no other object in 
wanting this great ascendency of political power, 
except for the purpose of wronging and oppressing 
the South, and destroying the power of that part of 
the Union. No; he wanted this kind of declaration 
of the gentleman from Vermont to be understood in 
the South; and he wanted the South to answer 
through her representative here, and their organs at 
home, whether, in their mad devotion to party di»> 
cipline, they were prepared to sacrifice all that was 
dear to them and their posterity, for the purpose of 
becoming closely identified witii the federalists, the 
abolitionists, ana the fanatics of the North. 

They were told that they had no constitutional 
power to annex Texas. That question had already 
been argued so ably, he would not enter into a mi- 
nute examination of the subject He recollected, 
however, when it had been proposed to reannex Tex- 
as by treaty, they had heard it thuitdered from the 
Capitol, and from every State in the Union, that it 
was a gross assumption of power on the part of an 
accidental, irresponsible, ambitious President, to 
promote his own ends; and that it would be a dec- 
laration of war with Mexico; that Congress only 
had the power to annex Texas, because Congress 
only coiild declare war. He really had been simple 
enough to suppose that they were honest ift that 
declaration. But now, when they proposed to re- 
annex Texas, not by treaty, but to admit her by act 
or resolution of Congress as an entire State into this 
Union, they heard it thundered ft'om the same party 
that Congress had not the power to admit Texas as 
a State, because it belonged to the treaty-making 
power. If it did not belong to the treaty-making 
power or to Congress, where, he asked, was the 
powei? There were but three departments — the 
executive, the legislntivc, and the judiciary. He 
had heard no one say that it belonged to the judi- 
ciary. This was a great attribute of aovcreignly, 
that could not be lost. If they proved that it did 
not belong lo the general government, he would 
prove to them that it did not belong to the 
State governments, and tlien they were charging our 
fathers who framed the constitution with the folly, 
ay, with the madness of having omitted in its com- 
position an essential attribute of sovereignly. This 
attribute of sovereismty could not be annihilated; it 
was not gone, llhelonged, then, lo the general, 
and not to the State governments; and he read from 
the FederaHst the views of Mr. Madison respecting 
the powets of the genera] and the State governments 
confirmatory of this position. 

But they were met here with the law of nations, 
and they were told that this thing could not be done, 
because a Slate could not merge its sovereignty. 
Thi-i doctrine had not its origin in these halls; it 
originated in the British Parliament; its origin was 
with that subtle, cunning power, which had at all 
times iu eyes upon the question; which had been 
looking on Texas aa her own undisputed dime. There 
it was declared to be a cpMslimi wluch neiittd the a«p 



rious attention of the Britiah government. Let them 
inquire of that selfish, unscrupulous power, where 
were the independent governments of Ireland, Wales, 
Scotland? That they were once free, was! attested 
both by history and by song; but they had lost 
their freedom. The classic bishlands of Scotland 
might reverberate in the hurried accents of ieapair, 
"Where is my freedom."' and echo answers 
"Where?" They hal been swallowed up by that 
power which now, when her interests required it, 
preached to oilier nations that a nation could not 
merge its sovereignty. 

They had another example which had a bearing 
on this subject, viz: the tliirleen original States. 
They were sovereign and free as Texas or as Eng- 
land.' Where was Iheirsovereignty? Where was the 
sovereignty of Massachusetts. It might be said, 
and truly, that Massachusetts was still sovereign 
Odd independent, and had only delegated a portion 
of her powa for* specific purposes to the general 
government. This was precisely what they intend- 
ed Texas should do; that in becoming a member of 
this Union, she would surrender only the sover- 
eignty that Massachusetts had surrendered when 
the Union was formed. 

But they were met herewith the objection that 
Texas could not come into this Union with the con- 
sent of idl the partnere, on the old law maxim that 
a new member could not be admitted into a copart- 
nership without the consent of all the members of 
that copartnership. This might suit the capacities 
of a county court lawyer, but it never could have 
any weight with statesmen. They had the eonsent, 
if the gentleman desired, of every partner in the 
original firm, without asking for it now. In the 
fbrmation of the articles of copartnership, that con- 
sent had been given unconoitionally; yes, it was 
declared in the constitution expressly that new 
States might be admitted into the Union, and that by 
the Congress of the United States. In support of 
his views on this point, Mr. C. read from Uf^e Fed- 
eralist. If there were any doubt on this point, he 
might refer also to the journal of the convention, the 
articles of the confederation (by which it was nffotd 
that Canada might be admitted into this Union) to 
the rejection'of every proposition^io restrict this pow- 
er, and the adoption of it in the unlimited form in 
which it now stood into the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. 

There were various other small objections which 
deserved a ptusing notice. In the first place, it was 
objected that we will have to assume the debts of 
Texss if we annex her to the Union, Now, (said 
Mr. C.,) we do not propose to assume her debts. 
The meosure which he advocated was one wbidi 
proposed to admit Texas as a Stute, to allow her lo 
keep her own lands, and to pay her own debts. 
But suppose (said Mr. C.) that we do have to pay 
her debts: were not those debts created in conse- 
quence of our want of faith? Were not these debts 
incurred iu re-establishing that freedom which we 
deprived her of when we thrust her from us, and 
transferred her to a foreign despot, by the treaty of 
1819? He asked gentlemen if it waa not a debt 
which appealed to us by every feeling which ought 
to govern our counsels here — ^that aptiealed to us as 
the price by which they redeemed tlie freedom 
which was once theirs, and which we de- 
prived them of by the treaty of 1819. But that 
debt was u mere bagatelle; it constituted no real 
objection to the measure with those who urged 
it, and was a mere bugbear to frighten those who 
wished to be frightenctL If we assume the debts of 
Texas, we shall do but mere justice; and the lands 
which we shall receive for tbem will be more than 
sufficient to pay them thrice over. He, for one, he 
would inform gentlemen, was ready to eo for the 
bill that will give Texas all her lands, and leave her 
to pay her own debts. He conceded that point, to 
obviate the objections of those who so strenuoiuly 
opposed paying the debts of Texas. But it bad 
been saio, and that, too, by high authority, that if 
Texas is admitted into the Union, it will not only 
produce a dissolution of the Union, but that it would 
ustify such a caliistropho. Now, this was language 
whicnfell strangely on the ears of western men. 
Why, in the new Suies, said Mr. C, to talk of dis- 
union is liule better ihim treason. We do not suffer 
our minds to dwell on such a tlieme, and if we hear 
it, we dismiss it from us with loathing and abhoi^ 
rence. It might do for the old Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts to talk of disunion; she mifht threat- 
en it again and again; but he would tell Massachu- 
setts that she could not dissolve the Union if she 
tried to do it. No proposition of that kind had ever 
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come from the West, and never could come from that 
quarter. We love the Union, and though the North 
and the South might both threaten its existence, the 
young giant of the West would bear aloft its ban- 
ner as the emblem of our happiness and safety. If 
he undetstood the interest and feelings of Massa- 
chusetts rightly, she was the last State that would 
I ever take a long farewell of her sisterhood. He 
bad greatly mistaken the character of her people if 
they were willing to relinquish the advantages 
I which the Union had given, and would continue 
to give them; Massachusetts knew too wall that 
I her steril rocks had been made to blossom 
I as the rose by this Union; and she knew too well 
1 that one continued stream of wealth had been poui^ 
I ed into her lap from the sunny Soutli and the young 
1 West, and would continue to enrich her while the 
I Union lasted. She knew, too, that a dissolution oi 
I this confederacy would reduce her to the ipupover- 
I isfaed condition of her ancestors, when they Uuaded 
I on the rock of Plymouth; and that the bounties she 
I now enjoys would be withdrawn from her forever. 
I Where 'Woold she find a market for her manufae- 
I tures, with a protection of 30 and 40 per cent. — a 
protection that no other eovemment in the world 
I ever gave to any portion of^its citizens? Would she 
I forego all these advantages to follow the lead of a 
I pared of fhnatical abolitionists in a crusade against 
I soulhera institutions? He did not believe that she 
, would. We have been asked (said Mr. C.) to point 
, out the advantages to be derived from the accomplish- 
, ment of this measure. He would reply thai they were 
I ionumenble, and that it needed but a glance at die 
map to make them plain to the meanest capacity. 
Mr. C. then went to describe the climate, soil, and 
, salubrity of Texas; its unexampled fertility, and 
, capacity to produce every species of agricultural 
, treakh. The great staple of the world — cotton — 
, could be produ(^ in great abundance in it than the 
, best cotton lands of the Southwest; andaothelandsof 
I Texas were capable of raiaiDe more sugar than was 
I done even in LouisiaiM. The third great article 
— tobacco— could be raised there with equal fitcility. 
', But (said Mr. C.) by way of better understanding 
[ the advantages of aimexation, let ua look at the 
, effects of reraaine to admit Texas into the Union. 
, We have been toM by the gentleman from Vermont, 
[ [Mr. Maksh,] that it is a matter of little conse- 
queace, Texas only having about 140,000 inhab- 
I Itonts, and her -trade amoimting in imports to only 
, about 1400,000 or fMO.OOO annually. That she was 

?|Ut a small affair at best. The gentleman must have 
, otgotten one of the first lessons be learned in the 
, books of his childhood, which told him that — 

"Tall oalu from little acoms grow; 
' Large streani* from little fouutains flow.^ 

, Texas, though but small now in her popuUtioo 
and resources, is destined to be one of the most 
, wealthy, populous, and extensive republics on this 
, continent, and perhaps the greatest agricultural pow- 
er in the worm. She may support a population of 
, fifty millions at least, and her commerce will proba- 
I biy be the largest in the Union. We should view 
, this matter (said Mr. C.) as wise statesmeoi and not 
J with the jaundiced eyes of bigoted and sectional 
, partisans. Let us suppose that Texas makes a 
, treaty with England, by which she admits British 
goods into her ports at a low revenue duty, and has 
, her cotton admitted into England free of duty: what 
wUI be the consequence? All her cotton landa will 
, be immediately brought into cultivation, and her 
I cottoii going to England under'tacilities which ours 
will not possess, she will have the exckwive benefits 
ofthattnarket. The southern Stales must then raise 
grain and stock in lieu of the cotton which they 
now raise, and this grain and stock will su- 
persede tliose articles now supplied by the West. 
Deprived of their natural markeufor these articles, 
the West must turn their attentitni to manufactures, 
and thus come into competition with the manufac- 
turers of the North. The North will then find in 
the West a powerful rival, instead of a consumer of 
her manufactures; and where, then, will she find a 
market. What, then, will a protective tariff avail 
lieif She cant suppose that Texas, excluded from 
the Union through her means, will give her a bounty 
of 30 or 40 per cent, over the manufactures of the 
English, at the expense of her own citizens. Here 
Mr. C. was reminded, by the falling of the Chair- 
' roan's mallet, that his hour had expired. 
' Mr. QIDDINOS next obuxined the floor; and, 
aAer a few introductory remarks, observed that the 
I question before the House was as to the union of 
two independent sovereignties. Texas was as 
moeh « WTeieign and as independent as the United 



States — as capable of carrying on her government, 
administering her own affairs, both internal and ex- 
ternal, as we were. She had, in fact, entered into 
treaty stipulations not only with this government, 
but with several of the powers of Europe; and was 
acknowledged and treated by the civilized world as 
a sovereign and independent power. It followed, 
therefore, that if the contemplated annexation took 
place, we should assume all the debtj, treaty stipu- 
lations, and other obligations, which Texas had en- 
tered into, and she would, in like manner, have to 
assume ours. Now this being the case, he wanted 
to know of the chairman of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, or some other gentleman capable of 
answering the question, if it was proposed to assume 
the large debt of Texas, or to repudiate it. The 
treaty rejected last session provided that this govern- 
ment should assume the debts of Texiis to the amount 
of ten roiUions. But was that the whole amount of 
the debt? Some gentleman had estimated it at 
twenty-five millions; and even Texas herself did not 
know how much it was; for her government was 
now taking measures to ascertain it. At all events, 
he was sa^ in saying that it was a much larger 
amount than ten millions. Now he Wanted to know 
if this government assumed the ten Millions, as pro- 
vided for in the treaty, and also in the bill or the 
gentleman fi'om Pennsylvania, [Mr. C. J. Imgek- 
■OLL,] what was to become of the rest of the debt? 
Was It proposed to repudiate it' 

Mr. RHETT said that he proposed to take nei- 
ther the debts of Texas nor her lands. The meas- 
ure he should support would leave Texas her own 
lands, and let herpay her own debts. 

Mr. QIDDINOS said that this, then, was npudi- 
ation which might do very well for a repudiating 
State; but it would never do for Ohio. He also 
asked if it was proposed that this government should 
be bound by the treaty stipulations which existed 
between Great Britain and Texas; one of which was 
conceding the right of search, and the other for free- 
tfsde. Bat there was one prominent subject, on 
which he ppoposed to offer a few renuurks. The 
great object of annexing Texas to the Union was to 
secure and perpetuate the institution of slavery, and 
to protect the slave trade between that eountry and 
the sbtye-breeding region of the South. 

He referred to the correspondence of the late Mr. 
Upshur and Mr. Calhoim, to show that the mainte- 
nance of slavery and slave-breeding was tht object 
of this movement; and he replied to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Rhett,] that they of the 
South had originatea this agitation on the stibject of 
slavery here. He charged that, year after year, 
items were found in the appropriation bills to pay 
Indians for pursuing and restoring fugitive slaves to 
chains and bondage — impropriations made out of 
the treasure which belongied to the West, the East, 
and the North, as much as to the South. He re- 
cited other instances of calls made by the South on 
the whole Union to maintain slavery and slave- 
trading and slave-breeding, and yet gentlemen came 
here and said it was the North that brought the agi- 
tation of the question here. 

He said he spoke the opinions of Henry Clay, 
and the whole whig party, when he said that this 
government had no power over the institution of 
slavery. He also avowed that he declared the sen- 
timents of the whigs of Virginia, as declared in the 
whig address to the people. Ho quoted the senti- 
ments expressed in our declaration of independence 
in relation to freedom and equality, and asked how 
different was the attitude in which we were present- 
ed to the world by the correspondence of the late 
Mr. Upshur emd Mr. Calhoun. It was em attitude 
of degradation. We were represented as attempt- 
ing, aided by France, to overthrow the doctrines of 
'76. Then we supported freedom; but now we were 
represented as supporting slavery. As a northern 
man, and in the name of the people of the North, 
he felt bound to deny that that was our object oratr 
titudc. If there was a man in the State of Ohio 
who advocated the doctrines which the correspond- 
ence referred to set forth, that man would be dis- 
counteiMuiced by all parties in that Stale. 

As such sentiments, however, would be taken as 
the sentiment* of the North, unless they were de- 
nied, he ttiere gave his solemn denial of their truth, 
and asserted that they were a violation of the funda- 
mental principles of the constitution. 

But one feature of the rarrespondenee, not here- 
tofore alluded to, was the economical bearings of 
slavery on the people of this government. Slavery 
was represented as an economical institution, which 
he (Mr. Q.) denied* It hod also b«en lepresenled 



as moral; but in either cose, he hoped the South 
would not involve the people of the North in their 
"economical'' or "moral" institution. But what 
were its economical bearings? He took die fitee 
inhabitants of this country at fifteen millions of 
people, and the slave population at two and a hajf 
millions. Now, in the ease of an invasion by a for- 
eign power, what would be the effect of that eco- 
nomical institution? He went through a detailed 
statement to show that it would require fivemillioM 
of people to take care of and guard the two and a 
half millions of slaves; for, aa they were scattered 
over the numerous slave StateSj two persons would 
be required to guard one slave, unless they could 
be collected together in a smaller area. He then 
spoke of the increase of the army and the navy for 
the support of slavery and to keep the slaves in sub- 
jection; and thus the freemen of the North potued 
out their blood and unasure to keep human Mines 
in bondage and breed slaves forsoutnem States. It 
was unjust towards the North that this should be 
so. He then noticed the productiveness of the pub- 
lic lands in the North over the Sooth. The public 
lands in the South had not repaid the cost, while 
those in the North had put millions of dollars into 
the treasury. In Vij^nlo, the land of Washington 
tmd of Jefisrson, one of her most talented sonanad 
said, there was a vast menagerie where men, in the 
likeness of their God, were bred for the market. 
And look at the effect of this economical institution 
on that Slate. Look at her exhausted pbn- 
tations, at her dilipidated buildings, the 
general want of thrift, and the absence 
of prosperity. Such was the effect of the economi 
cal institution. In tha( connection, too, lie noticed 
the post office expenditure, the profits of the routes 
in the free States having to be spent in supporting 
the mail department for the slave Stales. He lito 
spoke of the expenditures on forts and fortifications 
in the' slave States, which were built by dave labor; 
and then he quoted some authority to mow thatone 
white fVee man would perfonn the work of two 
slaves; and thus the "economical" instittttioo wason 
unjust burden on the free Slates, as the pabUc trea- 
sure, which alike belonged to the free as to the slave 
States, was spent in the employment of that labor 
that vtmld be more than sufficient if the persons 
employed were free. 

Would to God he had the language to express his 
ideas on the subject of this economiod and moral in- 
stitution. The various shades of complexion spoke 
to him plainly of what were their morals. But very 
recently an advertisement bad appeared in the Glohe 
and the National Intelligencer describing "a iyoung 
woman nearly white, with straight hair, and accom- 
plished mannen;" and yet they talked of decency, 
and their morals. Within the first ten days after he 
arrived here he saw a scene which never would be 
erased from his memory. A man, not white, but 
nearer white than black, the slave of a family here, 
was told by his mistress that she found it necessary 
to dispose of him; and he was to be disposed of be- 
cause be was a man of intelligence and a man of 
mind. He was to be sold, althoueh he hod a wife 
and several small children, to whom he was at- 
tached; he remonstrated with his owner, and said 
that he could not survive a sepsration from his fiunily ; 
but what was the characteristic of that moral institu- 
tion? Why, thftre was no escape fbr him. He then 
drew a knUe and attempted to cut his throat, but his 
arm was arrested. He then sprang throuoh the door 
and ran to yonder muddy canal, where he termina- 
ted his life rather than endure the pain of being sep- 
arated from his wife and little ones. That was the 
. morals of slavery. If genllemon wanted further 
proofs, if they would but give him a committee he 
would show (hem in abundance. But he had a fur- 
ther illustration: A woman with her two children 
was torn from her home and friends and husband, 
and immured in that building, which stands a living 
monument to stamp disgrace on this Union, until 
the day of her departure arrived. 

There, where thus inoarcerated, whh no eye but 
that of her two small children and of God upon her, 
she looked back to her home, her friends, and cast 
her eye forward to that deep oitd damning indigna- 
tion to which, with her children, she was to be con- 
signed; and while thus contemplating the horrors of 
her situation, her reason' nntlered, she became a 
maniac, took from her children their own Uvea, and 
rushed unbidden into the presriure of God. Anil 
this was the morality whicn the President of the 
United States and his Secretary of State argued in 
the face of the worM, and to sustain which they at- 
tempted to conunit this nation! He shrank fi«m it 
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with unutterable horror, he declared there was no 
obligation for him or the people of his State to aus- 
tain it He appealed to northern men, whigs and 
democrats, to know if they would sustain a move- 
ment thus pressed upon them, whose issue was the 
sustaining of slavery on land, when we hung up at 
the yard-arm, without mercy, him who was engaged 
in it on the high seas. He referred further to statis- 
tics of the sufferings and deaths — the rivers of hu- 
man blood caused to flow by slaverv; and said they 
fiir exceeded the oppressions and bloodshed of the 
Mexicans among the Texians, for commisaeration 
of whom the President of the United States and 
those who were so zealous io the cause of annex- 
ation called so loudly. 

It had been asserted, be said, that they were 
bound to sustain the institution of slavery. He 
denied it. He maintained that, at the formation of 
the conatittttion, there was devolved upon the govern- 
ment no oblwation to interfere with slavery in any 
way. He as&ed gentlemen to point him to the line 
or Io the clause of the constitution which guarantied 
the institution of slavery to the South. In support 
of this view, he quoted Mr. Clay, Mr. Wilson, and 
Mr. Ellsworth, in the convention which (huned the 
conatitutioB, and others. 

Mr. G.'s hour here expired. 

Mr. ANDREW JOmiSON obtained the floor. 
After some preliminary remarks, in which he refer- 
red to the wide range the debate had taken, and gave 
notice that he should not feel obliged to confine 
himself entirely to the direct question before the 
committee, he proceeded to refer Io the remarks 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gidmnoi.] The 
nwnner of the gentleman was a very remarkable 
one, he believed medical vrriters contended that 
there was such a disease as monomania — under 
the influence of which, the mind that was laboring 
was perfectly sound on all subjects save one. If 
ii striking instance of this complabt had ever been 
exhibited to the -House, or to the country, he 
thought it was in the gentleman who had Just lucen 
his seat. He cared not what subject was mtrodueed 
into this House, if the gentleman from Ohio got 
the floor, bis cry was abolition ! abolition 1 

The gentleman had made another remailcable 
discovery, viz: that Texas, if she came into our 
Union, laid down every attribute^ and from that 
fiict, that the general government became liable for 
her debts. Was the general government, he woukt 
ask, responsible for the debts of Ohio? Some of the 
propositions before the cornmittee were to admit 
Texas as a State; and would she not then retain her 
sovereignty, and owe and be responsible still for her 
own debtj' He thought it was clear that she would. 

Another ^tleman from Ohio [Mr. Brikkeb- 
Horr] had given them a very learned, unexpected, 
and (lo seme on this floor) interesting discourse. 
He had apparently made a great -discovery, and 
found that the old hero of the Hermitage could 
be made to speak so and so. The gentleman had 
given them reasons why be was for, and reasons 
why hewasagainst,the2innexation ofTexas; but the 
conclusion of the whole matter was, that while bis 
speech was against it, he was for it; behad announceid 
to them that he was a great military man, and he 
had said that if there was such an insect as a hum- 
bug, this argument that General Jackson was made 
to niake was a humbug. General Cass, who occupied 
a promiaeni position oefore the country, and who 
had distinguished himself both as a soldier and a 
statesman, has said that Texas was important to the 
country as a military position. Andrew Jackson, 
who had distinguished himself io.every position he 
had occupied, both in the cabinet and in the field, 
took up the subject and showed conclusively its im- 
portance in a military point of view. Here were Gen. 
eral Jackson and General Cass on the one side, and the 
distinguished military gentleman from Ohio on the 
other side. Theconntrr would judge between them. 
General Jackson had been madt to say! It was a 
slander on his name, a libel on his character, he 
cared not whence it eame And when a democrat 
would travel so far out of the line of debate as to 
attack General Jackson, who stood in an uninter- 
ested position before the country, and looked only 
to its permanent interest, and to say that General 
Jackson's argument on this subject was a humbug, 
Mr. J. said it came unkindly from the democratic 
ranks, and the gentleman who could lake such a 
position he should judge must be in froniilu between 
the democrats and the wbigs, and the attraction for 
him must be much the stronger in the quarter 
whither he was going. But he would leave the dia- 
tinguished military gentleman from Ohio, who bad 



scarcely ever smelled the sraeltof burning powder, 
on one side, and General Jackson and General Cass 
on the other side. 

When the lion was in health and strength, all the 
beasts of the forest trembled at his roar; but, now 
that he lies enfeebled by age and sickness, they 
march up to him Uke the ass. It was but the other 
day that they had a speech from a gentleman who 
represents Buncombe itself; and, as he lived in the 
neighborhood of Buncombe, he thoug;ht he had a 
right to say something in relation to it. In that 
speech, the whole South was assailed in the gi'ossest 
manner. They were told that, if the South received 
offices and rewards enough to satisfy them they 
would be ready to submit to the present tariff. He 
would read the gentleman's own words: 

"Judging from the action of the Home ou thi< labject, 
wlut ii to b(>conie of the repeal of the tarifTI 1 can tell 
youl lir. If Junef.K. Polk will give to > few individuals 
that 1 could name auch oAce« as they desire, he will there, 
by eft'ect such a modification of the laxiA' as lo render it ac* 
ceptable in the main to the chivaliic majority of the State 
of South Carolina." 

Did the gentleman mean to insinuate that South 
Carolina could be bought up, and induced to sup- 
port a certain measure upon the bare offering and 
acceptance of a little officie? He considered this an 
unpardonable attack on the South, derogartory to 
the southern character, and -unbecoming a southern 
representative to make. He presumed that the gen- 
tleman who made these charges was incUned to 
measure the com of others by his own half bushel. 
But the gentleman further said: 

"Should these persons, however, fail to get such portion 
of the spoils at they consider their due, viz. the lion's 
share, then the tarifl' will be found so intolermbW oppressive 
that human nature cannot beit it, and must be nullified. 
Be not deceived, sir, by all the declamation which we hear 
from time* to time; for all this is merely thrown out to 
frighten Mr. Polk and his northern friends into a good com- 
promise with respect to the distribution of the offices.** 

To frighten Mr. Polk and his northern fKends 
into a proper distribution of the oflices of govern- 
ment! Was South Carolina threatening about office.' 
Was Alabama' or Tennessee^ He thought not; and 
it was a slander on southern reputation to say that 
she can be bought by any oflice in the gift of the 
executive. It was still a greater slander to say that 
James K. Polk, recently elected President of the 
United States, was capable of using auch un- 
worthy means to obtain support for his administra- 
tion. Mr. J. here spoke on the subject of the ofScet 
and ofHce-holders in this District, and suggested the 
manner in .which he would have them filled, viz: in 
equal proportions for all the congrsssional districts 
in the Union. But some gentlemen talked about Jas. 
K. Polk as if he was a mere cipher. He would tell 
those speculating gentleman that they had mistaken 
the man, and that James K. Polk, when he came 
into power, wotild be the master spirit of his admin- 
istration in defiance of machinations of intriguing 
politicians, and in defiance of the united opposition 
of the whole whig party. A little further on in the 
gentleman's speech, which was, he presumed, in- 
tended for the electio:i8 in North Carolina next sum- 
mer, he foimd another singular position assumed. 
The gentleman, in reference to the Pennsylvania 
elections, used the following language: 

"A similar state of things was exhibited in Pennsylvania; 
and I have heard democratic members of this House speek 
laughingly , of seeing iu that State, numbei^ss twnners with 
the inscriptiou borne on them of 'Polk, Dallas, and the Dem- 
ocratic Tarifl' of 181:1.* Ves, sir, and whtn the whigs at- 
tempted to set this matter right, they were told by the non- 
est but ignorant yeomanry of that State, that they could not 
believe that Mr. Polk was opposed to the tarilf, because 
they had been assured by their leatlern, the men in whom 
they had been accuitomed to coiitide. (hat he was much 
more favorable to a protective tarifl' than was Mr. iJlay.** 

The honest but ignorant yeomanry of Pennsyl- 
vania! A few words on this subject. But he 
would first observe that, in another portion of this 
conundrum, which was before him, the gentleman 
said that his party had got all the intelligent portion 
of the community ranged under their standards. 
He would examine the facts bearing on this posi- 
tion and see bow far the gentleman was correct in 
his assumption. Kow the States that voted for James 
K. Polk gave 170 electoral votes, and those that 
voted for Mr. Clay gave 105. Of the States that 
voted for Mr. Polk there were 333,306 who could 
not read and write, and of the' Slates that voted for 
Mr. Clay there were 934,444 that could not read 
and write. Take the aggregate, and it would 
be found that there was a greater proportion 
of the population which can read and write in the 
States that voted for Mr. Polk, than in the States 
that voted for Mr. Clay; yet, the gentleman said that 
bia party had with them all the intelligent portion of 



the commnnity. Mr. J. then made a competriaon 
between Pennsylvania and North Carolina, showing 
that in the former, which voted for Mr. Polk, there 
was a greater proportion of the people who can read 
and write, than in the latter which voted for Mr. 
Clay. Pennsylvania had only one in 133 persona 
who could not read and write, while North Caro- 
lina had one to every four. So much for intelli- 
gence, and so much for ignorance. He would be 
the last man to say any thing derogatory to North 
Carolina, which had strong nold on his heart, be- 
cause it was the land of his birth; but the truth muat 
be told in answer to the gentleman who had attempted 
to disparage the intelligence of the democratic party. 
Mr. f. next noticed the statement of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Clikguak,] that British 
gold had been received by the democrauc party, and 
used by them to carry the election of their candidate. 
This he denounced as a vile slander, having not the 
shadow of a foundation; and lie called on the gentle- 
man for bis proof. If the gentleman could not pro- 
duce lite authority for the assertion he made, it 
would be acknowledging that it was a slander. la 
another part of the gentTemoB's remarks, he noticed 
a conversation he had with a porter. Why it was 
getting very common to notice on that floo^ conver- 
sations that took place in grog-shops, barber'a-shopa, 
and with porters and hackmen. The gentleman 
aaid: 

"As evUeace of the aort of feeling whieb hat been incul- 
cated into the minds of the most j^nonut of them. I nay be 
pardoned for mentioning a litUe incident that occurred in 
the room of a friend to whom 1 chanced to be makioff • vis- 
it. While making his fire, the Irish porter inquired when 
Mr. Polk would come on to the city. '1 am i9la,*lie added. 
'that he is a gre&t friend to lui poor foreigner^; we elected 
him, and we can do moat anything when we all tir.* Sir, 
had the foreign Catholics been divided in the l&te eMctJon, 
as other sects and elatsat geaerally were, Mr. Clay would 
have carried by a large naaodij the State of New y«ik, as 
ako the States of Pennsylvania, Loaisiana, and ptobsbly 
some others in the northwest.*' 

A little further on the gentleman aaid: 
"The course of the abolition party has stripped them of 
much of their ioJlueace, by bringing them into general coi^ 
tempt, even at the North. Besides, their late movement* 
will array a strong iafluenee against them iu other qumrtert, 
mon than eaoagh to oounter<>alaiiee their atrengtfa Ajid if 
the foreign Cauolics, or foreignen gsneially, contiiiB* 
banded together, with a view ofcontroUisg the elections €t 
the country, there will be aroused antagonist feelings ia 
the hearts of all true Americans, which wUl sweep away 
the party to which they have attached thenaelvet." 

He did not appear here, Mr. J. aaid, to defend the 
Catholic religion: there were but few Catholics in 
his region, and there were prejudices there existing 
against them. But he protested against ths doctrine 
here advanced by the gentleman. The Catholics of 
this country had the nght secured to them by the 
constitution of worshipping the God of their fathers 
in the manner dictated by their own consciencea. 
"They sat down under their own vine and fig tree, 
and no man could interfere with them. This coun- 
try was not prepsred to establish an inquisition to 
try and punish men for their reli^ous belief; 
and those who assailed any religious sect 
in this country would find a majority of 
the people arrayed against them. Mr. J. here 
sent up to the table and caused to be rend an ex- 
tract from a paragraph published somewhere in 
Tennessee, for tlie purpose of showing with what 
political party the Catholics of this country acted in 
the late contest. Mr. J. next, in reply lo Mr. Cung- 
MAN, took a 'view of Mr. Polk's course in relation 
to the larifiT, which be showed to have boin con- 
sistent throughout, and c^nly explained, as well as 
well understood by the public; and then he con- 
trasted with it Mr. Clay's vacillating course and 
contradictory letters on the same subject. He also 
read a letter from Mr. Clay, in which he said iJiat, 
considering the near approach of the election, he 
had come to the determination to answer no more 
letters making political inquiries. 

He went on to quote from Mr. Clihguan's speech, 
and to comment thereon, particularly on that part in 
which the gentleman from North Carolina had spo- 
ken of the President elect as a man without nerve. 
He said Mr. Polk had shown himstilf to be a man of 
great moral courage; and if his physical courage 
should be tested by a call to the field — of what some 
called "honor," but which he (Mr. J.) hdd to be 
infamy and disgrace— he had no doubt it would be 
found that Mr. Polk's pistol would not be discharged 
before he had brought his arm to an angle of 45 de- 
grees. [Laughter.] He then directed his attention 
to the speech of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gid- 
DiNos,] and was commenting thereon when his hour 
expired. 
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Mr. RATHBUN next obtained th* floor. 

Mr. BOYD desired permission to aobmit an 
amendment to the pending resolutions. 

The CHAIRMAN remarlied that there was now 
pending not only an amendment, [Mr. Wellkr's,] 
but an amendment to the amendment, [Mr. DouQ- 
i^ss't,] and therefore another amendment was not 
in order. 

Mr. DOUGLASS consented to accept the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky as a 
modification of, or a substitute for, his amendment to 
the amendment. 

Mn BOYD then presented his resolution, as fol- 
lows: 

J4iot refolution ptOTiding for the admiwion of Texas u « 
State of the Union. 

Bt it Tetolwi iy the S"uttt and Houte nf Reprrtmlatinet 
»/ lU IMUd Stales of America <n Clmgm§ atnnbled. That 
Uk« Congren doth couent that tbi: territor}- rightfully in- 
cluded within the limits of T«xu be arectcd into a new 
Slate, to be called the State of Texai, with a republican 
form of government, to be adopted by the people of Texa>, 
with the conieDt of the exlating gOTemment, upon the fol- 
lowiog oonditloiu and gaarantiesi which, when adopted aa 
alioreaaid, shall be obligatory aa well upon the people of 
Tens aa upon the United States. 

Firtt. That aaid State be fonned aubjeet to the adjuat- 
nont, by tba goTeniinent ol the United States, of all qnes- 
ti«asof Miudu}' that may arise with other goTenimenU. 

Sttiti. That the constitution of said State of Texas, with 
the pro|iei erideDce of its adoption by the people thereof, 
b« tiaosmitted to the President of the United States, that the 
aaae may be laid before Congress at its next session. 

Third. Said State, when admitted into the Union, after 
ceding to the United States all fortifleations, barracks, ports 
end harbors, nary and navy.yards, doclLs, magazines, anna, 
armamenta, and all other property and means pertaining to 
the public defence belonging to Texas, shall retain all the 

ftublic funds, debts, taxes, and dues of every kind which be- 
ong to or are due or owing to Texas, and shall also retain 
all the vacant and unappropriated lands lying within its 
limits, to be applied to the payment of ttie debts and liabiU- 
tiee of Texas; and the residue of said lands, after discharging 
said debta and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State may 
direct; but in no event are aaid debts and liabilities to be- 
come a chaige upon the government of the United States. 
Foyrtk. New States, of convenient size, not exceeding 
three in number, in addition to the State now proposed to 
he admitted, and having 8ui5cient population, may hereaf- 
ter, by the consent of said State, be formed out of the terri- 
tory theceoi; which ih»U be entitled to admission, into the 
Union under the provisions of the federal constitution: Pn- 
ridtdt That said State or States as may be formed out of 
that portion of said territory which lies north ofthirty-slx 
degrees and thirty mhiulas of north latitude, shall be sub- 
ject to the provisions of the eighth section of the act of Con- 
grass ofthe sixth of March, eighteen hundred and twenty, 
commonly called and known as the Missouri compromise; 
but such State or Slates as may be formed out of that por- 
tion of said territory which lies south of thirty -six degrees 
and thirty mtoutas ol north latitude, shall be admitted into 
the Union with or without the provisions spectSed in said 
eighth section, as the people of each State, from the great di 
venity of soil, chmate.and products, may desire. 

The committee then rose and reported progress, 
and Mr. Botd's resolution was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. SAMPLE presented some papers, the pur- 
port of which was not heard; and they were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On the motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, it was 
resolved that the Committee on Accounts be cm- 
powered to send for persons and papers. 

The House adjourned. ^ 

IN SENATE. 
Wedncsoat, January 32, 1845. 

Mr. ALLEN presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of Ohio, in which they request the senators 
and representatives in Congress firom that Slate to 
employ ail the reasons that are within their power 
to bring a speedy termination to the negotiations 
openeain relation to the title of the United States 
to the Ore^n Territory, and to take such measures 
as they think necessary to secure the American set- 
tlers there in the blessings of liberty, to give protec- 
tion to tbetr lives and property; and they protest in the 
most solemn manner against the surrender, by com- 
promise or otherwise, of tlie smallest portion of ter- 
ritory which the United States have a just title to. 
On motion of Mr. A., the resolutions were read, 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed — the select 
committee on that subject having been discharged 
ou their report of a bill. 

Mr. A. also presented a preamble and three res- 
olution, passed by the general assembly of Ohio, on 
the subject of the annexation of Texas to the Uni- 
ted States. Mr. A. .'said that the preamble sets forth 
the views of ihc legislature upon the subject, and 
the first resolution proceeds to declare ihe solemn 
protest of the general assembly of that Stale 
azainst the proceeding of the government of the 
United States, or any Branch or department thereof, 
wbicb ba> for its object the annexation of Texas | 



to the United States, and gives among other reasont 
therefor that such a measure would be unconstitu- 
tional, and would be extending the area of slavery, 
&.<:. The second resoUitfon in the series instructs 
the senators representing that State on this floor, and 
requests the members representing the people of that 
Slate in the other branch of Congress, to conform 
tlieir action to the views expressed in the resolution, 
and to use their utmost endeavors to prevent tlie 
annexation of Texas of the United States. The 
resolutions were read, and ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presetted a peution from 
Harman Blannerhaaset, in behalf of^himself and 
his brother, Joseph L. Blannerhasset, praying com- 
pensation for property of his father, (Harman Blan- 
nerhasset, deceased,) which was destroyed by ofli- 
ccrs acting under the authority of the United alatss, 
at the time of his supposed connection with Aaron 
Burr. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of 3. R. Bry- 
ant, the administrator of Garretson, deceas- 
ed, late of the State of Virginia, and a piurser in the 
service of the United States, praying that the ac- 
counting ofHcers, in the settlement of his aocounta, 
may be authorized to allow certain charges for of- 
fice rent while on a naval station: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Aflfaira. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Ebenezer 
Storer, an ofiicerof the revolutionary army, praying 
for the allowance of arrears of pension: referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition of the neirs ef 
Thomas Stewart, praying ta be indemnified for dep- 
redations committed by the Cherokee Indian* m 
1780, and it was referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, leave was grtmted 
to withdraw from the files the petition of J. W. 
Breedlove, of New Orleans, praying compensation 
for the use of his boat 

Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial from Alden 
Partrid^, of Norwich, Vermoiit, asking for a loan 
of 150 muskets, with bayonela, and a like quantity 
of cartridge boxes, for the use of his military acade- 
my at that place: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tai-y Affairs. 

Also presented a petition fromsvndry citizens of 
Yates county, New York, in which they ask Con- 
gress to adopt measures by which this and other na- 
tions will be pledged to settle all future international 
difficulties by peaceable arbitration; and also aak 
that Congress would diminish the appropriations for 
works of defence, tiie tendency of wtuoh is believed 
by them to keep alive a thirst for bloodslied, and to 
give power to the spirit of national revenge: read 
and ordered to lie on tlie table. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill to confirm the 
title of certain lands claimed by Benjamin Bullard, 
of Louisville; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading, .and the report accompanying to be 
printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an adverse report (which was ordered 
to be printed) on the petition of Alver Day and 
other members of a company of Ohio volunteers, 
during the last war, praying the payment of the 
amount of pay due them. 

Also, from the same committee, to which the me- 
merial of James Smally, agent, upon the subject, was 
referred, reported a bill for the payment ot the 4th 
regiment in the 3d brigade of the 3d division of Ver- 
mont militia, for services at the battle of Plattsburg; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading, 
and Ihe report accompanying to be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a joint 
resolution respecting the application of certain rp- 
propriations; which was twice read, when 

Mr. C. remarked that he did not tliink it was ne- 
cessary to refer the resolution to any committee, as 
it did not propose any appropriation of money. By 
the acts already Existing, appropriations have been 
made to satisfy claims for supplies furnished to the 
troops in Florida. In the settlement ofthe accounts, 
the rormer law or resolutions do not embrace some 
coses — for instance: Ihoae cases where provisions 
were accidentally lost and captured by the enemy. 
This resniiuion was intended to supply the delect. 

It therefore needed no reference to a committee, as 
It was merely to give more latitude to the applica- 
tion of the appropriations. 

The leeoltthon waa placed upon the calendar. 



Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, to which was referred the bill to grant a por- 
tion of public lands to the State of Illinois to aid in 
the completion of the IlJinoii and Michigan canal, 
reported it back with an amendment filling the 
blank in the bill with 500,000 acres, and recommend- 
ins its passage. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, with an amendment, 
and with a reconnneodation that it do pass, the bill 
to quiet the title to certain lots of land in the town 
of Ferrysburg and Croghaosville, in the State of 
Ohio. 

The several adverse reports of (he standing com- 
mitlees in the cases of Christopher Taylor and the 
heirs of Albert A. MuUer, were concu:red in by the 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted the following re. 
solution, which lies on the table one day, under the 
rule, viz: 

RenUti, That the Postmaster General h« dlrseted to in- 
form the Senate whether the amount of revenue of tiia Post 
OlAce Department from postages, fines, and misoeiiansotts 
receipts, which accrued between the 4th of March, 1841, 
and toe SOth of June, 1844, exclusive of the sum of four hun- 
dred and ninety-seven thousand sis. hundred and fifly.<even 
dollars, or of any part thereof, appropriated by an set onti- 
tled An act to make appropriations for the Post OlHoe De- 
partment, approved September 9th, 1841, has been suAcient 
to defray the current expenses of the department during 
that period ; and if not, what is the amount of the defteiency , 
and whether it exceeds or falls short of the sum still uncol- 
lected, and supposed to be collectable, ofthe revenue ofthe 
department which has accrued during said period, and the 
amount ol such excess or deflclency. 

On motioii by Mr. ASHLEY, 

Keiohtd, That the Committee on Military AfiUrt be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of^incressing the 
present military force in the State of Arkansas to an 
amount sufllcieot for the proper protection of the inhabit- 
ants of said State, against the depredations of the Indian 
tribes within her limits: also, into the expediency of com- 
pleting the er«ction of K ort Wayne, on the weatem firontier 
of said State, or some other fort in lieu thereof, and the es- 
tablishment therein of a sufiicient military force; also, to 
inquire into the expediency of removing the troops now 
stationed at Fort* Oibson and Towson, military stations in 
the Indian couiiti7 west of the State of Arkansas, to some 
poinU or stations witlUn tiie limita of the State, trom 
whence they may ailbrd some protection to her citixeoa 
residing In the exposed and unprotected portions of the 
State. 

Mr. HUGER presented a memorial from sundry 
citizens of the city couccil and of the chamber of 
commerce of Charleston, South Carolina, asking 
that the branch mint it may be neceasary to erect in 
consequence of the burning of the one at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, may be built at Charleston, South 
Carolina: referred to the Committee on Finance. 
CUMBERI,AI«D ROAD. 

The engrossed bill making appropriation for the 
continuation of the Cumberumd road in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, came up for consivlar- 
ation, tlie questiog being. Shall the bill paaq? 

Mr. EVANS inquired what amoui[lt waa pro- 
posed to he appropriated by the bill. 

Mr. WHITE remarked that the bill provided the 
same amount of appropriation as the bill for the 
same object which passed the Senate the last ses- 
sion, and it was in the very words of that bill. 
The bill failed in the other House for the want of 
time to act upon it. The appropriation proposed 
by the bill was recommended by the Secretary of 
War and chief of llie topographical bureau. 

Mr. EVANS inquired whether, accordiiw; to the 
estimates of the department, the amount of appro- 
priations in the bill was sufiicient to complete the 
road. 

Mr. WHITE was understood to reply tha( the 
appropriations were for the year. 

Mr. NILES said he rose to ask for the ayes and 
noes, and not to make a speech against the passage of 
this bill. He had too much experience here, and had 
been too careful an observer of the action of this 
government, to consume tlie time of the Senate in 
the discussion of a constitutional question, or to op- 
pose to the passage of any bill a constitutional objec- 
tion. This subject aras an ancient one, almostas old 
as the government; yet the repeated action of Con- 
gress bad not changed the question. A wrong, 
however often repealed, did not, by such repetition, 
become a right. He believed that this bill did not 
contain the provision usually contained in theae ap- 
propriation biila, for reimbur^ing the sum appropri- 
ated n-om the five per cent fund arising from the 
sales of the public lands in the States, in pursuance 
of an original compact with the new States. There 
bad been, he believed, some of our executives who 
would not ai^ a bill of this kind, unless it contain- 
ed such provision. Wbotber such were the aenti- 
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manta of the preaent executive, he did net know; 
•ndif be did, itwould not be proper to allude to them 
here. He hod been called by his friends Old Veto; 
vetMr. N. could not say whether he would veto (hie 
bill, either without or with such provision. We 
have (said Mr. N.) not only the best and wisest con- 
stitution in the world, but one remarkably conve- 
nient in practice; as it was understood by many, it was 
made to possess the quantity of slasticity — of eon- 
traction and expansion according to 'circumstances, 
or the purposes of particular interests. There wasa 
thermometer^ which usually indicated the character of 
the constitution at different times. This was not so 
much the temperature of the political atmosphere, as 
the state of the treasiury. When the treasury is 
low, the constitution contracts; but when it is full, 
it suddenly expands, and becomes sufficiently broad 
and ample to authorize almost any measure 
which either general or sectional interests nuiy urge 
upon Congress. For some years past, the treas- 
ury hawing been in a low state, appropriations 
for the object contemplated in this bill have not 
been made. The want of funds rendered such ap- 
propriations unconstitutional. Now we have a re- 
dundant treasury, and seem to be approaching a pe- 
riod of a surplus revenue, imd, consequently, there 
' is no loneer any doubt as to the power to pass this 
bill, or the justice and expediency of doing so. He 
thought it was time the question was settled as to 
thepowerandpolicy of this government to expend 
the public funds on works of internal improvement. 
Whatever it once may have been, this road now had 
become a mere local road, beneficial only to the 
States through which it passed. The pubUc travel 
and trade had found other channels, and this road 
bad become only a local one. We bad yesterday a 
. very strong speech from his fnend from Ohio, [Mr. 
Allbn,] — m much of which he concurred — ^which 
pointed out the importance of attaching the 
word "national" to loctd and personal interests. 
We now have an instance of the kind before us: 
this road is called national, although, in fact, it is 
local; but it is attempted to attach to it the odor of 
nationality, so as to bring it within the pale of the 
constitution, and give it a character of general inter- 
est. But when are these appropriations to cease; 
and what is to be the limit of this road called na- 
tional? Will it stop at the Mississippi? The same 
reasons will exist for extending it west of that point, 
as do now for going'to it. If it is national east of 
the Mississippi, n will be national west of 
it, and there will be found no point at which we can 
stop short of the shores of the Pacific ocean. In 
twenty years or so, %e may have a State on the bor- 
ders of the Pacific; and Oregon will have its senators 
in this hall, and we shall be called on to continue 
this road to that settlement. It was some years since 
admitted by a distinguished senator, not now here, 
friendly to this object, and who believed that there 
was power in this government to prosecute works of 
internal improveilient, that this road ought to have 
a limit; and that if appropriations were continued to 
be made, they aboola htfve a reference to a termina- 
tion of the work. But now we have no limit, no 
prospect ahead of ever bringing these appropri- 
ations to a close. They must go on from 
year to year, and each appropriation becomes a 
precedent and a reason for future appropriations, 
and nothing but (he natural limits t» which he had 
referred could put an end to these annual drains 
from the treasury. He asked for the ayes and 
noes, as he wished to record his vote Sj^ainst the 
bill. 

Mr. WHITE said he felt no disposition to allow 
himself to be dmwn into a constitutional ai«u- 
ment on this bill. He would not let those constitu- 
tions} objections go unanswered, if it was not for 
the fact that this' subject was one hammered as long 
as the constitutioB itself had had an existence. This 
bill was one in execution of a system of policy 
countenaiiced by the government during half its ex- 
istence; sod it was as familiar to the constitution as 
the preamble to the constitution itself. He would 
not trespass upon the time of the Senate, and would 
only say that the same bill was passed by the Sen- 
ate laM session by a Urge majority, and it failed in 
the House merely for the want of time for its con- 
sideration. The constitution of that body was such 
that it disabled them from taking up measures, un- 
less of imperative necessity. The ^ate, he sppre- 
hended,would not fail to execute the act which they be- 
gan the lost session, under a state of the treasury not 
nearso&vorableasnow — when it was overflowing 
with means. The Senate would recollect that, last 
session, the diweiisioQs of Uterond were changed, 



as in the present bill, 90 as to contract it within a 
footof one half its former width, and that, too, in 
the portion comprising the most expensive item of 
its construction — the Macadamized portion. The 
road proposed to be finished bythisuill had been 
long since commenced^ and was in a dilapidated con- 
dition. He then alluded to the lavish expenditure 
of money for improvements in the northern and 
middle portions of the country — porticulaily for 
stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal — and main- 
tained tbat this appropriation for the West should 
not be withheld. 

The yeas and nays, being ordered, were taken, 
and the bill was passed in the affirmative, by yeas 
25, nays 14, as follows: 

VEAS— Meiirs. Allen, Aihlcv, Atchiion, Barrow, Batei, 
Beoton, Breef», Bachanan, Cnoate, Crittsnden, Dayton, 
Foiter of TenneMee, Franoii, Uannegan, Jamagin, More* 
head, Toiter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tapptn, 
l/nhani, While, and Woodbridge— 25. 

NAVS— Mesiri. Atherton, Bagby. Colquitt, Diekiiuon, 
Evani, Fairfield, Foster of New Vork, Hnywood. Hender* 
ioe, Huger, Man^m, Nilet, Fbelp:!, and Woodbury— 14. 

MASSACHUSETTS CLAIM. 
' The engrossed bill to refund an ascertained bal- 
ance to the State of Massachusetts came up, the 
question being, Shall the bill pass.' On that mo- 
tion, the yeas and nays, having been ordered and 
token, resulted: ysas 25, nays 18, as follows: 

TEAS — Meisn. Banow, Bates, Bayard, ChoMe, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Foster of Tennes- 
see, Hendenon, Hoger, Huntington, Jamafin, Alangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Fhelps, Porter, Bives, Simnonsi 
l/pham, White, and Woodbridge— a«. 

NAYS — MessM. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Alhertoo, Bag- 
by, Benton, Bieese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Foster 
of New YoA, Hannegan, Haywood, Semple, Sevier, 8tur» 
geon, Tappen, and Woodbary— 18. 

So the bill was passed. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Joshua Shaw 
come up for consideration, the question being, Shall 
it pass? and, on that motion the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The bill provides for the investigation, by the 
Secretary of War, of the claim of Joshua Shaw 
against the United States for compensation for the 
use made in the army and navy of his inventions, 
namely, "the percussion cap and lock for small 
arms," and the percussion locks and wafer primers 
for cannon;" and for his personal services rendered 
at the instance of the government, in experimenting 
on these inventions, in consequence, of the success 
of which they were etdopted m the army and navy. 
Upon such investigation, the secretary i8«uthorized 
to make just compensation, not exceeding the sum 
of 25,000; which being certified by him, shall be 
paid out of the treasury in full of tbe claim of said 
Shaw. 

Mr. HENDERSON said his doubts as to the 
propriety of allowing this claim had been increased 
by his further investigation of the matter since the 
bill was last up. He went into an explanation of 
the nature of the claim, and discussed the impolicy 
of Congress nanting compensation where doubts 
rested, as in this case, whether the cap invented by 
Shaw was actually the one in general us* by the 

government. He also read a letter from the Patent 
fiice showing that the first patent grated -for that 
object upon which the claim is baaed in this bill, 
was invented by and patented to a Mr. Bell. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN spoke at some length in 
favor of the claim. He remarked that Mr. Shaw 
was recognised by the government as the inventor 
of the percussion caps and locks for small fire-arms, 
and of the percussion locks and wafer primers for 
cannon, now and for many years adopted in the 
army and navy. When he offered his inventions 
to the government, experiments .were authorized, 
which proved satisfactory, and the inventions were 
at once adopted under the promise of not revealing 
his secret, and of compensating him for their use in 
the service. Owing to changes in the officers of the 
government and other circumstances, the secret was 
not kept, nor the promise of compensation; and new 
that Mr. Shaw grows old and finds himself reduced 
to poverty, he claims that compensation. Those 
using the inventions in the service, say they are of 
great use. 

Mr. C. read the report of Col. Talcott, wha in* 
vesligated the matter, in which it is said that Joshua 
Shaw was undoubtedly the inventor, and that tlie 
cap was the greatest invention of the kind since the 
days when the old matchlock was in use. Th; 
Committee on Military Affairs (he said) were per- 
fectly convinced that it was the invention of Joshua 
Shaw that the government has now in use, and for 
which they were bound, in common justice, to pay. 



Mr. BUCHANAN went fully into the merits of 
the claim, and advocated the parssage of the bill. 

Mr. BAGBY made some remarks in favor of re- 
committing the bill, with instructions so to amend it 
as to allow only |10,000. 

Mr. PEARCE favored the reoommitmest with 
the view of reducing the amount proposed to be al- 
lowed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN made some further remarks 
in support of llie claim. 

Mr. TAPPAN advocated the reduction of the 
amount to $19,000. 

Mr. ALLEN advocated the recommittal. He 
thought, for an invention of the kind, and under the 
circumstances, that j^,000 would be on enormous 
allowance. 

The question was then taken on tlie propoettioa 
to recommit, and decided in the negative, on yea» 
and nays, as follows — yeas 20, nays 23, viz: 

YEAS— MessM; Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Banim, 
Brecsa, Clayton, Cotquitt, DfckiMon, Evans, Falrftold, Fos- 
ter of New York, Heuderson. Hontinglon, Niloe, Pearce, 
Semple, Sevier, Tappan, and Woodbury— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Bates, Bnehaaan, 
Choale, Crittenden, Dayton, Foster of Tannassee, Fianoia. 
Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Manguoi, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Rives, binmons. Sturgeon, Upham, Walker, 
and While— 3S. 

The question recurring on the passage of the bHI, 
it was decided in the affirmative, oa yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Ashley, Banow, Bates, Bndunan.Choale, 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster of Tennessee, Francis, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Huger. tJamagin, Maiigum, Miller, 
Morehead, Pearee, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Siinmons, Stur- 
geon, Upham, Walker, and White— M. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen. Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breeac. 
Clayton, Colquitt, Dickinsun, Fairfleld, Foster of New 
York, Huntington, Niles, Semjile, Sevier, Tappan, aad 
Woodbury— 18. 

The bill for the relief of Mary E. Zantzinger, 
the widow of Major Richard A. Zantzinger, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The engrossed bill to repeal an act for the better 
organizauon of the district court of the United States 
within the Stale of Louisiana, and for other pur- 
poses, was read the third time and passed. 

The PRESIDENT pro ttm. laid before the Sen- 
ate a message frapi Uie President of the United 
States, communicsting an abstract of the treaty be- 
tween the United Slates and China, only awaiting 
the ratification by China. M' recommends the ip- 
pointmentofa permanent minister or commiaaioa to- 
China, inasmuch as France and England have don* 
so: referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITimON. 

The general orders were then token up, the tin- 
finished business of which was the fturtber consid- 
eration of the bill for the establishment of the Smith- 
sonian Institution. The question was whether the 
bill, as amended in committee of the whole, should 
be further amended, having been reported bock to 
the Senate, and the committee's ameadmenU having 
been confirmed. 

Mr. TAPPAN submitted the foDowing amend- 
ment; which was read and adopted: 

At the end of the 4ih seetion to add — 

And all laws for the protection of public pieperty in tha 
city of M ashincton shall apply to, and be is lorca ibr, Iha 
protecUon of the lands, buildings, and other property of 
said institution; and all prosecutions for trespass upon said 

Property , and all civil suitsonlHihalf of said institution, shall 
c prosecuted in the name of the United States in aay caiart 
having competent jurisdiction of the same. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

The next bill on the calendar was that in relation 
to claims growing out of French spoliations prior to 
1800; which, bemg called, was,' on motion of Mr. 
CHOATE, passed over informally. 

The next was the Senate bill to confirm the title 
to a tract of land in the Territory of Iowa to ihe 
legal heirs and assigns «f Julian Dubuque, deceased. 

It was taksh up and read, as in committee of the 
whole. 

It provides that the tract of land granted to Julian 
Dubuque by the Baron de Carondelet, by concea- 
sion, bearing date the 10th November, 1796, situ- 
ated on ihe west bank of the Mississippi river, in 
the Territory of Iowa, induding the lands and 
rivers, now known by the name of "Dubuque," 
being seven leagues in front upon the river and tliree 
leagues in depth back from toe river, to b« laid off 
according to calls set forth in Dubuque's requete, 
be confirmed to the legal heirs and assigns of sold Ju- 
lian Dubuque, deceased; provided Uiis bill shall 
only operate as a relinquishment of title by 
the United States, and that it shall not extend to or 
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be applied in behalf of said heirs and aarigns, to such 
lots of land belonging originally to the Dubuque 
daim, as the United States have sold, or to which 
pre-emptioa rights have been acquired and estab- 
lished before the date of this act. But in lieu of 
these, the heirs and assigns shall be entitled to enter 
like quantities of any public lands sulje<3 to private 
entry in the territory. The requisitions of the bill 
to be oarried into enect by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, who is directed to issue a patent 
to the claimants ari:ordingly. 

Mr. PEARCE, as a member of the Committee 
on Private Land Claires, stated the difficulties which 
had hitherto obstructed the settlement of this claim. 
The claim was of some fifty or sixty years stand- 
ing, and had hitherto been regarded on the part of 
the goremment as a claim extending only to the 
penona] grant of the right of mining on- the lands, 
ouch had been Mr. GaUatin's view, and, he believed, 
also that of Mr. Smith of Indiana, while chairman 
of the Committee on Public Lands in the Senate. 
Mr. Qallatin held that the Indian grant to Dubuque 
was only "a personal permission to work the lead 
mines as long as he should remain," and that the 
grant of the Spanish governor, the Baron de Caron- 
aelet, was only "the peaceable possession" of a tract 
of land on which the miners were. 

Mr. HENDERSON maintained, at great length, 
the fall validity of the claim, and entered into an 
able legal argument to prove that although, !a strict- 
ness, the graot in the first instance did seem to be 
only a peraonal perraisaion, yet by a subsequent 
act of the Indians, in which they stipulated further, 
that "in case he (Dubuque) shall find nothing 
within (the mines sold to him) he shall be free to 
search wherever it shall seem good to him, and to 
-work peaceably, without any hurting him, or doing 
him any prejudice in his labors." Dubuque, eight 
years after this acquisition, petitioned the governor, 
(Baron de Carondelet,) stating that be had pur- 
chased a iractof land from the Indians, and the mines 
it contained, and he asked to be confirmed in the 
peaceable possession of the same. The ^veiTior re- 
ferred the petition to the licensed Spanish trader of 
the Indian territory, named Todd, acting as com- 
missioner, with this direction: "Let information be 
given by the merchant, Don Andrew Todd, on the 
nature of the demand." Todd, in due time, report- 
ed to the governor, "in compliance with your supe- 
rior order, in which yon command me to give in- 
formatioa on the solicitation of the individuu inter- 
ested in the feregoin^ memorial, I have to say that, 
as to the land for which he asks, nothing occurs to 
me why it should not be granted, if you nnd it con- 
venient, Ac." The governor accordingly confirmed 
Dubuque in the peaceable possession of the land. 
General Harrison, in 1804, settled the treaty of St. 
Lotiis with these Indians, and in 1806 amended it 
on account of this claim. In his report, touching 
this amendment of the treaty, General Harrison 
says the additional article was written and submitted 
to the Indians, and that "they readily consented to 
it, and the undersigned (Qen. H.) informed them 
that the intention of it was to embrace particularly 
the claim of Dubuque, the validity of which they 
acknowlsd^." The United States Senate subse- 
quently ratified this treaty, which set at rest all ob- 
jection to General Harrison's power of making it. 
On these grounds, as well as others, which he enu- 
merated at great length, Mr. H. held that the heirs 
and assigns of Dubuque had as good a l^al and 
equiuible claim to this grant as had any ot the 
claimanbi under Spanish grants which this govern- 
ment had hitherto confirmed. 

Mr. PEARCE, observing that it was desirable 
there should be a full Senate for the further consid- 
eration of the hill, moved an adjournment. 

The Senate t hen adjourned. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weokesoat,' January 23, 184S. 

The following resolution, offered last evening by 
Mr. WENTWORTH, oame up: 

Ji4$»lrti, That Iha honorable the Secretary of War fui^ 
ni>h to tbii Houae the proceeding and opinion of a court of 
inqotry convened by the direction of the Secretary of War. 
in March, IMl, at Kort Gibion, to invpttigate the conduct 
and character of Surgeon P. Maxwell, upon charges and im- 
putationa made against him by the Surgeon General in cei^ 
tain ofllcial papen, and all the correapoodence and papen 
connected therewith. 

Mr. PARMENTER inquired of the gentlemen 
the object of this resolution. Its answer would 
make a volumiaouB document, and require much of 
the time of the clerks of the department. He tbot^ht 



that it should not be adopted for the accommodaUon 
of an individual. 

Mr. WENXWORTH said he introduced the 
reeolutioQ at the request of one of his friends and 
constituents, and a gentleman in all the relations of 
lifis. But, at the same time, he had a letter in his 
hands showing that the other party had noobjeetton 
to furnishing the information. 

As to the objection that the papers could be got 
without this call, he would state that his object was 
not 80 much to get the papers themselves, as to get 
them before the House officially. As a friend of the 
gentleman he demanded this courtesy in bis behalf; 
and he hoped there would be no evasion of this 
question by false issues. If wrong, the correspond- 
ence ought to be made public. If right, he could 
see no ^objection to its publicity. 

As to the expense, that objection would be proper- 
ly made when a niotion was made to print, and, 
until (he papen were sent to the Houae, that mo- 
tion could not bo made. 

Mr. PARMENTER still pressed his objections. 

Mr. STRONG moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; which motion prevailed. 

A message was received from the Senate an- 
npimcin^ the passage, by that body, of certain bills, 
and asking concurrence therein. 

MtUTARY POSTS IN NEBRASKA AND ORE- 
GON. 

Mr. DOUGLASS asked and obtained leave to 
introduce, pursuant to notice, a bill to establish mili- 
tary posts in the Territories of Nebraska and Oregon; 
which was read by its title. 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the reading of the bill 
entire; which was read as follows: 

A BILL to ettabliih military poati in tbeTeiritoriea of Ne- 
hraaka and Oregon. 

Be it tnuettd by the Senate and Houae of lUpretentaSive* »f 
the United Stales oft^meriea in Congreee aatemUed, That the 
President be, and ne is hereby, directad to cause to be ea- 
tablished such military posts in Hie Territories of Xebraska 
and Oregon as shall l>e necessary to protect the commerce 
of the i;nited 8tat*a with New Mexico and California, and 
the emlgntioD and trade to Oregon, against Indian agg'*'- 
lions and depredations. 

Sf.c. 3. .And he it further enaetei. That the troops of the 
United States shall be employed in performing the labor 
herein leqnired, whenever. In the opinion of the President, 
the same can be done with a jnst regianl to their other dn. 
ties; and the other labor rendered neceaaaiT 'ball be pro- 
cured in such manner as the I*rcsldent may direct. 

Sec. 3. .Snd he it further truietei, That the aum of One 
hundred thoniand dollan shall be, and the same is hsreln, 
appropriated to be applied to the accompliahment of the A- 
jects apeciiied in tius act. 

The bill havine bden read a second time, on me- 
tion of Mr. DOUGLASS, it was leferred to the 
Committee or Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. SIMONS, from the Conunittee 
on Engraving, it was 

Ordered. Thst any en^vingi or plates now owned, or 
hereafter ordered, by thu House, shall, on application by 
the Senate, be granted to them for the printing of maps, 
charts, tas. 

TEXAS AGAIN. 

Mr. ROBINSON asked leave to introduce a bill 
to provide for the oimexatioa of Texas to the United 
States. 

Mr. McCONNELL and Mr. PAYNE (as the re- 
porter understood) objected to the reception of the 
bill. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped the bill would be re- 
ceived, and to take the same course as other bills on 
this subject has taken — viz: to refer it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the stale of the Union. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved a suspension of 
the rales, for the purpose of receiving and referring 
this bill. 

The bill was read (ot information, as follows: 
A BILL to provide for the annexation of Texas to the Uni- 
ted States. 

Skc. I. Beit enacted hy the Senate and Iioiue of Repreetnt' 
atiret of the United Stttttt of .Amtriea m Conceit aesem- 
bled. That so much of Texas as may be embrnced in an area 
not exceeding that of the largest Slate in the Union, and as 
shall be deacnbed in the constitution to be adopted as herein. 
alter provided, shall, on the adoption of a constitution by 
the people thereof 88 a State, in accordance with the consti- 
tution of the United States and of the jirovisions of this act, 
and on the transmiiision of such constitution to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, on or before the 4th day of Jnly 
next, be. and the same is hereby, upon the proclamation 
thereof, admitted as one of the States of tbia Union. 

Sec. 3. JJnd he it further tnarJrd, That such constitution 
ahall contain a provision ceding to the United States the Jn- 
riidlction of the residue of tlie territory of Texas, in which 
slavery shall not exist, unless Congress shall bereaAer so 
determine by taw; and this act ofadmission shall not be con- 
slmed to imply any assamption of or intentioa on the part 
ef lbs Ualted Statet to auoaie now orbarsafterth* dabtt, or 



any portion thereof; of Texaa, or to impair the right of said 
State to the soil of the territory so to be ceded, or the right 
of tli»8tate of Texas to detemioe whether slaveiT ahalT or 
shall not exist in said State. 

Sec. B. Jtnd he it further enacted, Until the next appor- 
tionmeat of reprsaentativea among the Stotoa, the nld State 
of Texas shall be entitlad to two Mnotors and two t«nra- 
sentatives in Congress. 

Some conversation by several gentlemen took 
place on a point of order, which resulted in an an- 
nouncement by 

The SPEAKER, that opportunity being given 
for objections, he heard of^ none being made until 
the bill was received and before the House. 

The bill accordingly having been read the first 
time, 

Mr. A. STEWART objected to iu second i«ad- 
id, or (what is equivalent) moved t^e rejection of the a 
bill. 

Mr. G. DAVIS inquired whether it was in oider 
now, as it seemed they had so much difficulty in 
annexing Texas to the Union, to move an amend- 
ment to some of the' propositions before the House, 
to annex the United States to Texas. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not he in 
order. 

The question being on the rejection of the bill, 

Mr. PRESTON KING asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ARRINGTON moved to Uy the (till on the 
table. 

In reply to an inquiry by Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

The SPEAKER rephed that, if the House i«iised 
to reject the bill, it would then be in order, after its 
second reading, to refer it to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PATERSON „called for the ^yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay on the table; which were oi^ 
dered. 

The bill was again read at the request of Mr. J. 

. KENNEDY. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS raised the point that it 
was not now in order, the question of rejection be- 
ing raised, to move to lay it on the table. 

After some conversation on the subject, 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of oider. 

Mr. ARRINGTON, to prevent confusion, with- 
drew the motion to lay the bill on the table. 

The question then recarring on the rejection of 
the bill, 

Mr. HOUSTON asked if the question of rejection 
was now presented to the Hous^ 

The SPEAKER said it was. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he understood the questioa 
of rejection to be debatable; and, as the vote he in- 
tended to give might present him m a fiUae poaitioB, 
especially as it seemed he would be uader_J^ diaa- 
gieeable necessity of differing with some if not all 
of his colleagues, he hoped the House wonkl iiv 
dulge him in a very fisw remark*, giving eome of 
the reasons which induced the vote ne ezpeoted to 
give. From the parliametttary law and ndes erf" 
this House, as exhibited in the response of the 
Speaker to the question of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. [Mr. DnoHoooi-K,] it was true that if this bill 
should be received by the House, it would be open 
to amendment or reference; and that its course would 
be to the Committee of the Whole on the slate of 
the Union, where all of the propositions in regard to 
Texas now are. He wished it to be distinctly un- 
dentood, by friends and foes, that he disapproved 
of the biU undei' consideration, in its entire length 
and breadth. He condemned it in every material 
feature and provision. As he understood them fiora 
the reading of the derk, the bill seemed to be 
badly drawn, crude, and incongnioiM; it required 
that the lands of Texas should beceded to the United 
States, and yet required Texas to pay her own debts. 
Was It fair or. honorable in us even to submit to 
that republic such a proposition.' Were gentlamen 
disposed to require something for nothingf He did 
not wish to be understood as ur^ng the assump- 
tion of the debts of Texar, but while he wished her 
to pay her own debts, he, at thesams time, was for 
leaving her in possession of her lands with which 
to do it. And equally, yes, more objectiona- 
ble were the provisions of that bill on the subject of 
slavery. He said he never would assent to such 
provisions. Rather than vote for them, he would 
abandon Texas iteelf. It would be idle to pass 
such a bill. Texas herself would rejea it But it 
was useless for him to point out tHe many objec- 
tions which he held to the bill; that could be better 
done in committee, where he wanted it to go. He 
knew that no one in this Honae, or the countrv, 
would consider a vote to receive and lefsr this bill, 
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«M in the leaat • committal in favor of ita provisionB, 
or any of them. It was not a test qaealion, nor could 
it be made *o. CoDrtesy required that they should re- 
esive and refer it. All of the other propositions on 
this great question had been received and referred 
without objection, or any question being raised up- 
on their reception. Some of them contained pro- 
Tisions sod details, he would not vote for, yet he nad 
no objection to their being received and considered. 
Nor had any other gentlemen done so; and he 
ootdd see no|good reason why theyshould act differ- 
ently on the preliminary questions arising out of 
this one. True, this was much more objectionable 
than any other now before the committee; yet he 
said they could reject the bad and take the good it 
might contain, if it contained any eood at all; and they 
had the power in this House— he meant the num- 
bers — which would enable them to do so. Suppose, 
however, said he, we should be out voted in the 
House: then surely we would be beaten in committee. 
If there was a majority in favor of this bill and its 
provisions, we should be beaten, and could not 
help ourselves. The gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. RoBiNtOH,] if rejected to-day, will have aright 
to move his bill in Committee of the Whole on the 
•late of the Union, as an amendment; and if there 
be a majority in its favor, thejr can vote down all 
other propositions and bsten this one upon us. So, 
then, under no aspect of this question, could we be 
benefited. If, said Mr. H., we can reject it in the 
House, we can do the same in committee; and if 
they had the majority to vote it in com- 
mittee, they would do it But that we would 
havefto vote upon it, said Mr. H., there could be 
00 doubt or question, if its friends persisted in ur- 
ging it. If this could be made a test vote, in which 
tneHouse and the country would acquiesce, and it 
were not an unusual course to pursue, he would say 
let it come, and let us meet it; but if it should be re- 
jected here, it would be presented in committee, where 
we would again have to vote upon it; and as the 
mover only desires it to go to the committee, he 
thought courtesy and sound policy required the 
House to send it there. A different course, in my 
opinion, said Mr. H., would weaken us here and in 
the country, on the question of annexation. I de- 
sirs, said Mr. H., to give no pretext to ^n- 
tlsmen to say that we only receive a particu- 
lar class of bills, rejecting such as might em- 
anate from other sections. He was sure his col- 
league desired to do only what he considered right 
and proper. He must say, however, he thought nis 
opposition wss premature, and calculated to do 
no good. He intended to vote for the reception and 
rrferenceof the bill. He would trespass no longer 
upon the kindness of the House. 

Mr. PAYNE observed that he bad not much to 
■ay in regard to this matter. But one thing was 
very certain; he came to a very different conclusion 
from his colleague [Mr. Hodston] in regard to the 
proper c«arsa for hun to pursue, and that from the 
same reasons which he had urged against this bill. 
With his colleague, he was oppMsd to the bill in all 
its features; and not only was he opposed to it but, 
but he took this occasion to state, any other 
bill which bad similar provisions. He was opposed 
to this bill on principle, being determined to oppose 
it now or hereafter, and desiring, at least, to see 
some expression of the House on this sabject, that 
it might be seen how many members of this House 
were in fevar of the provisions contained in this 
bill. Therefore, he hoped to see it rejected; 
and while up, he took the occasion to make a few 
more remarks on this subject. The other day, 
when in committee, he was discussing the question 
of tlie annexation of Texas; he was about entering 
upon the oonsideration of that system of legislation 
umich marked the course of gentlemen here — a sys- 
tem about which, however others here might feel, 
be was pecuUariy sensitive? Why, what were the 
&cltf 

Your country, said Mr. P., is divided North and 
South. There are certain institutions existing in 
one section which do net exist In the other; and it 
need not be disguised, and it might as well be stated, 
that the country might know it, that every system 
of legislation which has been pursued in the House 
for years past has for its object an interference with 
these institutions. What are the facts.' Here is a 
proposition for extending the area of freedom, and 
spreading the blessings of our free and glorious in- 
stitutions over a vast territory; and, instead of meet- 
ing it on its merits, involving the extension of our 
limits, involving the extension of the principles of 
civil and religious liberty, and involving the happi- 



ness of unborn millions, he saw gentlemen rising 
in their places and harping on the worn-out theme 
of slavery. Gentlemen were discussing this great 
question in referenee to the abolition of slavery. 
That was their object, and it wss in vain to disguise 
it. Lookintr st this proposition of the gentleman 
lh>m New Yot-k, [tAr. Rdbinion,] and seeing ths 
design that was in it to distract and divide the 
friends of Texas on the question of slavery, he ob- 
jected to its introduction, and he should now vote 
for its rejection. He wished to let the world know, 
and let the pet)ple of the United States know, what 
was the course of legislation here in regard to this 
subject. This was an important question; and if 
Congress continued to legislate as it had heretofore 
done, it would produce results to this Union which 
every lover of nis country must deprecate. 

Look at the course which had oeen pursued by 
gentlemen here in regard to the annexation of Tex- 
as. Who was it that opposed Texas, that had not 
done so on the ground of the existence of slavery 
there? Here was a proposition directly intended to 
effect the object which tliese anti-slavery gentlemen 
had so much at heart, and was in perfect keeping 
with the system of legislation to which he advert- 
ed; and he wished the people he rspresented to know 
and understand it. He wished them to know, and 
mark the quarter from whence it came. That was 
an important matter for them to understand. Future 
events depended on it, and the people should know 
it in time. He did not know that there was any- 
thing, like a little President making in this question. 
He did not charge that there was; but he wished the 
people to understand and mark the quarter from 
whence it came. For his part, it should be his test 
vote; he would vote to reject it, and he should never 
dej}art from that vote. Even were his constituents 
to instruct him to vote for it, he would not do so, 
but would resign his seat in that House, and let them 
send another representative. 

Mr. SAUNDERS observed that, if this was the 
only proposition of the kind, it might be made a 
test question; but it must occur to his friend from 
Alabama that it could not be made a test question 
for the reason he had stated. There were many 
here— and he was one of the number — who were 
disposed to receive all the propositions that might be 
made on this subject, that they might be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole, in order to ascertain 
whether some of them might pot be moulded into a 
shape to suit a majority of the committee. He 
should vote against the rejection of this proposition, 
in order that it might take its chance in Committee 
of the Whole with the rest. He did not believe that 
the gentlemen who came from the same State that 
the introducer of this bill, did intended to vote for 
every proposition in it. . He should therefore vote 
for i«ferring this bill to the Committee of the Whole, 
and treating it in the same manner as wtTV other 
proposition that had been presented to the House. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE observed that it was unusual 
in parliamentary proceedings to make objections to 
a bill on iui second reading, particularly by those 
friendly to the principles contained in it. It was 
sometimes the case that the enemies of a bill object- 
ed to it on its second reading, with a view of bring- 
ing it to a direct vote, and, at this early stage, befbre 
it could be moulded into ashape to suit all its friends, 
produce distraction and division among them, and 
by this means defeat it. He understood the object 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania in making the 
motion he did was, to bring the House to a direct 
vole on the bill, a|id thus distmct and divide the 
friends of the main principle contained in it; and be 
was therefore astonished that liis friend from Ala- 
bama should have been willing to play into the 
hands of his enemies. In voting for tne reference of 
this bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, he should by no means commit him- 
self to its support. He should rather suppose 
that, in voting for the rejection of the bill, he should 
incur the suspicion of being hostile to the principle 
contained in it. Further, he would consider it dis- 
courteous to the gentleman who introduced the 
measure to reject it without allowing it the same 
chance of amendment that had been given to the 
others. He, therefore, as a friend to the extension 
of the limits of this Union, and to the extension of 
the principles of our glorious confederation, would 
vote against the rejection of this bill as a matter of 
courtesy to the mover of it. If the question was 
now on the final passage of the bill, he shoiJU vote 
against it, as it did not accord wiih his views on the 
subject; but as a friend to the principle contained in 
it, be should vote to give the mover an opportunity 



of puttine it in a shape that might prove acceptable 
to the House. Mr. D. concluded by moving the 
previous question; but withdrew the motion at the 
request of 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART, who obw-rved 
that the gentleman from Virginia was right in 
supposing that his object was to bring the House 
to a direct vote, and. thus defeat the bill. That 
was his motive, and there was nothing wrong 
in it. His object was, by bringing the House 
to a direct vote, to ascertain whetber it was 
the intention of those who advocated the aanex- 
ation of Texas to extend the glorious principles of 
liberty, as the gentleman from Virginia exprened 
it, or to extend and perpetuate the institution of 
slavery. He thought that a direct vote would do 
it, and it was with that view that be made his mo- 
tion. He could not vote for this bill, though he 
considered it the most unexceptionable of the prop- 
ositions that had been offered on this suDiect. 
He was opposed to any further eompromiaes of the 
constitution. The South had already a representa- 
tion for thraa-fifUis of their slaves; so that a 
southern man, with five hundred slaves, would 
have as many votes as three hundred of the 
freemen of the North. He was willing to abide 
by the constitution as it was, but he never 
would agree to extend the slavery compromise in it 
to another country. Mr. S. further objected to the 
annexation of Texas because he did not believe 
there was any power in the constitution to incorpo- 
rate a foreign territory with ours. If John Tyler 
could purchase Texas, John Tyler could sell the 
United Slates to Texas, or to England, or to France. 
He further contended that territorv could not be ac- 
quired by an act of Congress; ana that the acquisi- 
tion of territory belonged only to the treaty-making 
power. He thought this country was not prepared 
to admit Texas, with the institution of slavery ex- 
tending over the whole country. 

He had no desire to admit Texas to this Union 
with all her debts; and to bring this House to a 
direct vote on the questions involved, he had made 
the motion now pending; and he could not imagine 
how the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Saunders,] and the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Payne] could vote consistently against his motion 
for the rejection of the bill. He concluded by 
mcTving the previous question. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR desired the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw the motion for the 
previous question, to give him an o]^Kanity to 
make an explanation. 

Mr. STEWART assented, on condition that the 
gentleman from New York would renew it. 

Mr. HOPKINS protested against these arrange- 
ments between members as an infringement on the 
rights of other members. 

Mr. SEYMOUR s«id the manner in which the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania had advoceied hia 
motion, rather than that motion itself, had made it 
necessary that he should say a few words. If the 
question were on the final passage of the bill intro- 
duced, believing as he did that this Congress had 
no constitutions power, by any legislative action, to 
acquire foreign territory, he should feel constrained 
to vote against the bill; but he understood the object 
of those who would vote against the rejection of this 
bill to be that it should be read a second time, that it 
might be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union, and there be considered as 
all other propositions wtre; and he should not re- 
gard the vote now to be given as any expression of 
opinion on the merits of the bill itself. With these 
views, he should vote against the rejection nf the 
bill. He thought such a course was due to hisrol- 
lesgue who introduced the bill. He did not 
believe, because this bill might provide 
for a division of territory in a manner some- 
what diiferenl from other bills which had been 
introduced, giving a larger portion of it to freedom 
than othera proposed to do, that it should, on that 
account, be rejected; and he must say that he was 
surprised that the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Stewart,] coming, as he did, from a free 
State, should make a motion for the rejection of this 
bill, without giving to it any consideration. Hoping 
that the bill u-ould be primed, nnd that it would be 
sent to the Committee of the Whole, he should vole 
against the motion to reject the bill; and, sgreo- 
ably with his promise, he renewed the previous 
question. 

Mr. PAYNE desired the gentleman from New 
York to withdraw that motion, to give him an op- 
portunity to make an explanation. 
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Mr. SEYMOUR assented, on condition that he 
would renew it. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose to a queation of order. He 
said It was not in the power of a member to move 
the prenousqueauon, and then yield the aoor to an- 
other, becauw it takes away from the presiding of- 
ficer of this House the right to designate the mem- 
ber who was entitled to the floor, and gives it to a 
member. A further reason was, that such a system 
prevented the House from ordering the main flues- 
uon to be now put, and left it m the power of a 
single member to defeat that question, and the pur- 
^^J" inJi^^A^^ arrangements of this sort. 

Ihe .SPEAKER explained that the genUeman 
from New York had withdrawn the rooUon for the 
previous Question, which it was competent for him 
to do; and the floor had been awarded to theeenUe- 
"* w "^ Alabama, who was entitled to it. 

Mr. PAYNE said he rose to make a personal ex- 
planation; and he should like to tee if any gentle- 
man would be so discourteous as to refuse him per- 
miasion to make it. His friend from Virginia [Mr 
DbomsooleJ seemed to think that he had been 
duped on this subject; if so, his friend was laboring 
under an egreffrious mistake. 

Mr. rmOMGOOLE was understood lo say, that 
he had simply said the geutleroan was playing into 
the hands of the enemy. 

Mr. PAYNE said he did not understand the dif- 
ference between being duped and playing into the 
hands of the enemy; for, with bis well known opin- 
ionr, he must be duped to do so. But he would take 
occasion to say that he was not duped. He knew 
of no better means by which he could express his 
opinion of a measure that by voting against it, and 
then the record would be the best evidence of the 
course be took; and he should record his vote against 
this measure because he was opposed to it. To set 
himself right on this point, he had desired to make 
this explanation; he knew not if other gentlemen 
likewise desired to explain; but; for himself, he 
ooked at the proposition now before the House aa 
directly inimical to annexation. It was designed to 
distract the friends of annexation, and not to bring 
Texas into this Union. Believing that it was de- 
signed to defeat annexation, he was opposed to this 
scheme, and he hoped the friends or annexation 
would stand side by side, and shoulder to shoulder, 
with him on that subject. He concluded by renew- 
ing the motion ibr the previous question. 

Mr. ATKINSON desired to make a personal ex- 
planation. [No, no!] He put to the courtesy of 
the House if they would deny that privilege to him, 
•inoe it had been extended to others. The plan 
which had been adopted here of making speeches, 
and then cutting of others by the previous question, 
was insufrerable. [Laughter and confusion.] 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Virginia that, as the motion for the previous ques- 
tion was not withdrawn, debate was not in order. 

Mr. ATKINSON said be simply desired to make 
a peiBonal explanation. 

Mr. PAYNE asked the genUeman from Virginia 
if he bad made a speech which he desired t« ex- 
plain. 

Mr. ATKINSON replied that be had made no 
speech on this question; but it was as important to 
him that he snould explain his course to his con- 
stituents as it was to the gentleman from Alabama. 
The SPEAKER again reminded the gentleman 
from Vindnia that debate was not in order. 

Mr. ATKINSON said then he would move to be 
excused from voting, and on that question he wotlld 
submit a few remarks to the House. [Laughter, 
and cries of "No! no!"] Gentlemen said "no;" but 
show him the man in this House, representing a 
portion of the constituency of this House, that 
would deny it to him. [Laughter and confusion.] 

TheSPfiAKERputthe question on seconding the 
demand for the previous question, and 76 voted in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. HAMLIN called for tellers, and they were 
ordered; and Messrs. Bdrkb and Grinnbll were 
appointed. 

They reported 71 in the affirmative, and 97 in the 
n^ative. 

So there was not a second. 
Mr. ATKINSON then proceeded to say that he 
was happy that, according to the rules of the House 
and parhamentary usage, and not by the courtesy 
of any one, he could now submit a few remarks to 
the House, for the purpose of putting himself right 
before the people whom he represented in regard to 
the question now under consideration. He would 
not trouble the House upon this great and import- 



ant Texas question— not because he was not as 
much ahve to iu importance to the people of this 
Union as other genUemen; but he should oonfine 
himself to the question of its rejection. He was as 
much opposed to that biU aa any one there, 
u ,.'"', '^^ opposed to all other measures 
which should say to Texas that she might come into 
WIS Union, but should restrict the people of the 
Suites to be admitted, in Ihe adoption of such muni- 
cipal regulations as they might prefer. He went on 
at some length in the expression of views of this 
character, and said ha should vote againat the rejec- 

'{""t?^,'*''* '*'"• ^^' '' "^'" SO to the Committee of 
the Whole, and there be made more agreeable to the 
feelings which were entertained by nearly all the 
friends of annexation. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON thought if they were to have 
Texas speeches, they should have them in Com- 
niitiee of the Whole. He therefore moved the pre- 
vious question. 

The House sustained the previous queuion; and, 
on the main question— the rejection of the bill— the 
yeas and nays were taken as follows— yeas 63, nays 

„y3*?~^'^",. ^**°*' Arrington, Arte, Barnanl, Ed. 
ward J. Black, Bower, Jeremisli Brown, Bui«ngton, Burt. 
Kiuben Lhapman, Augu>tu« A. Chapman, Clinch, Climr- 
i"?"L.V™«'°".CroM,ffanM, Darragh, Garrett Davii.na. 
rh £' .' '■'o™'":?- French, Goggln, Orider, Haralion, Hut), 
ard, Hudion, Hugh««,JotBphR.TngerioU, Irvin, Perley B. 
Johnjon Daniel P King, Luoa., Lumpkin, McCoraell, 
Marsh, I.dward J. Morrii, Freeman M. Monre, Moseley 
Parnc, Peyton, Preiton. Charles M. Reed, Koberts, Rock- 
weil Itodiwy Schenck, Scvenmce, SUdell, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Slephem, Andrew Stewart, Summen 
Thomanon, Tucker, Tyler, Vance, Wethered, John While. 
Woodward, William Wright, and Vancey— M. 
. NAYS— Met srs. Adams, Anderson, Atkinnon, Baker, Bay- 
ly, Benton, Jamei Black, James A. Black, BlackweU, Bow- 
lin, Boyd. Br€agle. Brinkerhofl; Ainon V. Brown, MUton 
Brown, Burke Caldwell, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Carj-. 
ShepardOary, Cnilin, Chanpell, Chilton, Clinton, Cobb, 
Colea, CoUamer, Dana, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davit 
Dean, DilUncfaam, Dromgoolo, Duncan, Dnnlap tUlls 
i'arlec, FickUn, Foot, Foster, Fuller, OiddingsT Bymm 
Oreen, Orinnell, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Kdward S Ham. 
Un, Hammett, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hogc, Hopkina 
Houston, James B. Hunt, Charlea J. IngersoU, Jameson 
Jenka, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnaon, Andrew Kennedy 
Preston King, Kirkpalrick, Labranche, Lyon, McCanslen 
Maclay, McClelland, McClemand, McDowell, Mcllraine' 
McKay, Joseph Morris, Murphy. Newton, Nomt, Parmen^ 
ter, Paterson, Pettit, PoUock, Ellsha H, Poller, Emerr D 
Potter, Pratt, Pardy, Rathbnn. David 8. KeM, Reding, Belfe' 
Ritter, Bobinson, Rogers, Husull, Sample, Saunden, 8en^ 
. ^ TS"""'. ,"• Seymour, David. L. Sej-mour, Simons. 
John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod 
Stetson, StJlea, Jamet W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strone! 
Srkes, ThomptOD, Tibbatta, Tilden, Vann>et«r, Wentworth 
Whcaton. Benjamin White, WiUisma, Winthrep, Joseph A 
Wright, sod Yo«t— IIT. r- '^ 

So the bill was not rejected. 

The bill was then read a second time. 

And, on motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

OHIO RESOLUTIONS — TEXAS AND OREGON. 
Mr. TILDEIN asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce the following resolutions of the general assem- 
bly of Ohio: 

PREAMBLE AND RESOLnTIOKS RILATIVK TO THE AN- 
NEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Whereas it is believed that the President of the United 
States, with a majority of his cabinet and confldentiai ad- 
visert, many memben of both branches of the Congress of 
th« United States, the President and Vice President elect 
the government of the republic of Texas, the liolden of 
■nany millions of Texian slocks, und the ownen of many 
miUlont of acres of Texian land, and a large proportion of 
the dealers in slaves in the United Sutes and Texas, togsth. 
er with those citizens of Ihe United Statca who desitc the 
extension and perpetuation of slavery, are in favor of the 
Immediate annexation of Texas to the United Slates of 
America, and are exerting their inflncnce to effect that ob. 
jeot: And when-as the constitution of the United States has 
made no provision for incorporating foreign nations into our 
Union: And whereas Texas is engaged in a war with Mexi- 
CO. is largely indebted, and olTers no adequate indemnity 
for our assumption to pay it: And whereas the great social, 
rolitical. and moral evil of slavery is restored In Texas by 
her constitution, and is tolerated and legalized there, Witt 
no newer in the government to abolish it: Therefore, 

foio/ied Ay //it genual auemhly of the State of Ohio, That 
we do solemnly and earnestly protest against any proceed- 
ing of the government of the United SUtee, or any branch 
or department thereof, having for its object the annexation 
of Texas to the United Slates; because, 1st, such proceed, 
ingt would he unconslitntional. ad. Because it would in- 
volve our country in a war with Mexico without Just cause. 
Sd. Because it would make our country liable for the debts 
of Texas, witVout any sufficient indemnity. 4th. Because 
it would involve us in the guilt, and subject our country to 
the reproach, of cherishing, sustaining, and perpetuating 
the evilt of alavery. «th. Because a nnlon between the 
United States and 1 exai with the guaranty or undentand 
ing that the whole, or any jiart of the territory of Texas 
shall be foimed into a Slate or Ststea where slavery shall 
be permitted lo exist, and where slavery shall be counted in 
determining the relative weight of sttcn States ia the coim- 
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c Is of the fedaral Union, would stUl further extend the on- 
h»v.^l"'S?' "''i«'l.«l'« «'"»<«• of the slaveholdSg StoS 

milted " "' "" •'^' ^ ""^^ "•»"y uns."^ 

Raalnd, That our sraaton ia Congreaa be inatruetxl 
»M our repre«u,t.ti»„ requested to ceXS to ttfto^ 
ng re.olutioar.jd use their utmost eadoavon to »rennt 

J^^i'' '■'»••«•>« S«»ernor be requested to transmit to 
f^X^' oar'eastore and «pre«>ntmtlv*s fa. CotwreaTind 
to the goveraor. of the .ev.ml StttM of thSTuSia^ 
copy of the forgoing preamble and «K>lutioni^ 

Speaker of the House of Representstivea 
DAVID CHAMBERS. 
Ja»ua,tI7, I8«. 8l-ker.ftheSe»«e. 

Mr. McDowell rose and inquired if the res- 
olutton contained the word "instruct?" He had al- 
ways understood the whigs of Ohio to deny the 
rirfit of instruction by the legislature. 

The Clerk again read that part of the resolution, 
(as appears above.) 

Mr. T. also; on leave, introduced the following: 

That our senators and representatives in Congrei* be n- 
quorted to exert themselve;, by all means in tKir pot« 
i^ ~iII5 ? '?!'^?. V"™'»»*«"> ">« negotiations pindln^ 
<J». il""?),'",,*' *"if °'>* KOToniment of the'trXS 
States to the ppMjon Territory, and to take such maaaum 
as thev may think neceatary to secure to the Ameiican «rt- 
tler. herein the blessings of peace, and ths piotocUooof 
their lives and property. -vw^u vi 

^ni be Ufwnher ruoheil. That we pnteat in the moat 
solemn manner against the surrender, by eompiximiae or 
?iZ%'!"ui Zi "" '"«»."''•' portion of territory to which the 
the United States has Just claim and Ulle. 

-»5f"i'Tv' V^^ *!" «<"■""»'■ •» requested to forwanl a 
copy of the foregoing resolutions to each of onr senaton 
and representaUves in Congress. •vuatora 

JOHN M. GALLAGHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

DAVID CHAMBERS. 
J«c»v9,18«. Speaker of the Senate. 

»*^'lr*'"** "*"*' °^ resolutions, on motion of 
^ ™l , ^^' **"* '^'e'Ted to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

REANNEXATION OP TEXAS. 
On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the House re- 
solved ttself into Commiitae of the Whole on the 
slate of the Union, (Mr. Hopkini in the chair,) 
and renewed the consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion, with the amendments thereto, providing for the 
leannexation of Texas to the tlnited Slatss. 

Mr. RATHBUN was entitled to the floor. After 
referrii^ to the interest and Ihe importanee which 
was felt on all sides of this House, as well as 
throughout the country, he proceeded to say it was 
true that there liad been offered soma weighty rea- 
sons for the annexation of TexM. It was true that 
her valuable lands that the increase of our com- 
merce resulting from her annexation, that the prod- 
ucts of her fertile soil, were great and important con- 
siderations in favor of the annexation of Texaa to 
this Union These, to his mind, would be abun- 
dant reasons for voting for the annexation of 
Texas, if it were not encumbered with any other 
(jonsideration, but it was embarrassed with difficul- 
Ues, which, in his portion of the country, were of 
serious weight. 

There were other arguments used in &vor of an- 
nexation, which, to his mind, although emanating 
from high authorities, yet were not entitled te sei? 
ous consideration. One of these was &miliarly 
called in this House the military argument. While 
he treated with all due respect and consideration the 
opinions of those distinguished men wlio had given 
their views on this subject, he must be permitted 
to dissent entirely from them. To meet the au- 
thorities cited, and to show opinions as good, as 
valid, as deliberately formed as any expressed on 
the present occasion in favor of that argument, he 
had before him a letter written in 1620 by General 
Andrew Jackson, while yet the laurels won on the 
battle-field were fresh on his brow — while yet be 
was in all the prime and vigor of manhood — while 
yet the epaufeta of major general of the army 
were upon him, and when he spoke from a most 
intimate and immediate acquaintance with the whels 
subject, in a military view. He read from that let- 
ter (which was published in the Globe of Monday) 
the following extract: 

"With the Florida* In our powesaion, onr fortifications 
completed, Orleans, the great emporium of the West, Is se- 
cure. The Floridas in possession of a fisrcign power, you 
can be Invaded, your fortifications turned, the Missiaalppi 
reached, and the lower oounlry reduced. J^mi TVtm, an 
ilKodinf enemy will tuvrr mttempt nek on entirprieei if ha 
doef, notwithstanding all that has been said ai.d aaartted 
on the Aoor of Congress on this subject, I will \ oncb that 
the iavader will pay for his temerity.' 
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Kow, in ISSiO, General Andrew Jackaon declared 
that wbateTer might be said on the floor of Con- 
greea, from time to time, of the indispennble n»- 
eeaaity of the poeeeeaion «f Texas for our military 
defence, was entirely without foundation; and while 
he (Mr. R.) denied, and hia friend from Ohio [Mr. 
BMNKCaaoFFl would deny, except in the heat of 
debate, that General Jackaon could be controlled or 
commanded to write a certain opinion, yet the de- 
liberate opinion of General Ja^son in 18520 was 
worth any number of opinions of Andrew Jackson 
in 1844. Tlierefore he should la^ that ai^^niment 
out of the question, as of no weight whatever in 
this question. . 

But if gentlemen, in diseusaii^ this subject, in- 
stead of looking to the wilds of l^xas for an advan- 
tageous position for an enemy to attack us, would 
be good enough to come op north, and look along 
tlie line of our north and east frontier, extending 
n<>ar three thousand miles, for a large portion of 
which the line was merely an imaginaiy one be- 
tween our possessions and those ofOrtat Britain — 
if they would go to Cluebec, where was one of the 
Strongest forlincations in the world, the Gibraltar of 
Amenes — if they would go to Montreal and to 
Kingston, there were fleets and munitions of war 
far auperior to any to be found in the United States 
gathered together. They could reach the. Uni- 
ted States nom this point (Kingston) at most in 
four hours. Sackett's Harbor was accessible by 
these fleets in three and a half or four hours, and 
Oswego in four hours; and they had an open coun- 
try, without a fortification worth looking at, until 
they reached Philadelphia. Great Britain, then, 
had already a position and point of attack secured 
by all the fortino«ti«ns dispersed by Great Britain 
through her colony. But there was something be- 
yond this. The fleet of Great Britain riding in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence might be brought up the St. 
Lawrence throueh a canal, with locks 2S0 feet long 
and 300 feet wide, and into Lake Ontario, and fight 
down anything we had there. By means of similar 
internal improvements, they could reach Lake Erie, 
and thence pass into the otJier lakes; and Ohio, Illi- 
nois, Indiana, and Wisconsin, would all be open to 
the fleets and armies of Great Britain; and yet gen- 
tlemen were turning away from, entirely overlook- 
ing these means of mighty power now in possession 
of Great Britain, and loolnng to Texas as a means 
ofaggteasion. 

Herqecied the argument that the acquisition of 
Texas would open a field for the products of the 
western 'farmer, believing it to be entitled to no 
weight; for if what the friends of the measure said 
of the fortuity of her soil was true, Texas would be 
an exporting State, and not a purchaser of the agri- 
cultural products of others. Mr. R. then went on 
to argue that Congress bad not the constitutional 
power to annex foreign territory, and said that Mr. 
Jeflerson, when I^ouisiana was acquired, had doubts 
of that power, and recommended an amendment of 
the constitution to obtain it. After an examination 
of the treaty-making power, he entered into an ar- 
gument from which he drew the conclusion that for- 
eign territory can only be acquired under that 
power. 

He next proceeded to recapitulate arguments 
which had been adduced by several gentlemen on 
this question, and to comment on them as he pro- 
ceeded. He alluded more pertieuterly to the area- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia, [understood to 
be Mr. Batlt,] who derived the power to annex by 
joint resolution from the power to declare war. As 
one of the inevitable results of war, he admitted that 
this government might acquire temtory, and on the 
ceasatioo of hostiliues, such territory migbt become 
a portion of the United States. That was an inci- 
dent of war, but he denied that we could, by such 
power, annex the territory of a friendly power. He 
thought the last argument that should be used for 
the annexation of territory was that of a declaration 
of war, and the power of war. 

A message was here received from the President 
by the hands of his private secretary. 

Mr. BATHBUN then resumed. He said he 
should not have time to pay his respects to all 
the gentlemen to Whose arguments he had allu- 
ded, hut he could not leavethcm without sayinsthat, 
to his mind, their arguments were not sound. They 
were ingenious and Gkilful, but they lacked solidity. 
But there was a gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. HoiMEf] whom he could not leave without 
one or two obserTationB. That gentleman had said 
that the southern roan who would vote to divide 
that territory was a knave or a fool. He (Mr. R.) 



doubted the propriety of that remark, as well as its 
wisdom. If it became necessary for the purpose of 
securing harmony, where prejudices existed as 
strongly on one side as the otner— amongst brethren 
of the same community — where there was an honest 
deliberate division of opinion, he thought the gentle- 
man from South CaroUna was wrong in designating 
the southern man who should, vote fur a conciliatory 
course, eithera knave or a fool. But there was an- 
other remark at which he (Mr. R.) was surprised. 
He said the second magicum of New York was 
trembling on his throne. He (Mr. R.) sup- 
posed the gentleman from Sooth Carolina alluded to 
the governor of New York; if so, he would hi- 
furm the gentleman that the governor of New York 
occupied no throne, unless perhaps a throne in the 
hearts of the people; and he could tell (he gentleman 
from South Carolina that the people of the State of 
New York would support that governor. He did 
not "tremble," as the gentleman had asserted. By a 
life of integrity and purity, by great talents, and an 
honesnr whicli had never faltered, the gentleman 
alludea to had acquired a power which no ntan ever 
attained before; and appreciating his great merits, 
the foundations of his throne in the hearts of the 
people would not be shaken. . But the gentleman 
from South Carolina told them that a storm was 
gathering that the eovernor of New York could not 
withstand; but he (Mr. R.) would tell the gentleman 
from South Carolina that there might be storms 
from the North as well a> the South, and let the 
gentleman beware how he braved these storms. 
The people at the Nortli were a quiet, cool, thinking, 
moderate people, but tliere were poiota and lengths 
beyond wnich they could not be driven. A gentle- 
man from Alabama had told them that this Texas 
question had killed Van Buren; he (Mr. R.) hoped 
and prayed to God that it might not kiU our 
country. 

He then proceeded to notice other points which 
had been raised, observing that the people of 
New York were in fovor of annexation, but it was 
annexation with reasonable and fair division of the 
beautiful and delicious country which was to be 
annexed. 

He next proceeded to quote a paragraph from the 
Richmond Enquirer of the 18th January, which set 
forth, that northern people who did not go for an- 
nexation would have nothing to expect from the new 
administration. He could not believe that Mr. Polk 
was (he man he was there represented to be: he would 
not requite obedience in every opinion or expre*- 
sion of feeling, or any sectional predominance. 
Having spoken some time on this question, he said 
he uMKrstood it had been safd that the people set- 
tled this question in the lata. election; but how was 
the truth? In New York there was a popular vote 
of 10,000, an examination of which would not bear 
out the opinion expressed. What, then, was New 
York to do? Commit suicide on this flooi? The 
representatives from that State must be the judges 
for themaelvea how for they sh<Nild go, ana how 
fiir public opinion would sanction them. He wish- 
ed to call the attention of the (representatives from 
New York to a fact. In that great question of the 
Missouri compromise, there were men found who 
voted for it, and afterwards returned to their consti- 
tuenu; and it was to their fate that he wished to call 
the attention of his coUeaeues. ' It was true, a num- 
ber of those men received offices from this govern- 
ment; but when their officers expired, they expired 
with them, and had been politically dead ever since. ' 
He reminded gentlemen that they mi^ht go with 
public opinion on a fair and honorable basis; but if 
they went beyond, they would not be sanctioned 
by their constituenis; they would go home with the 
mark of Cuin upon them. 

After a few other observations, he was brought lo 
a close by the expiration of the hour. 

Mr. CfOBB next obtained the floor, and com- 
menced with some observations on the importance 
of the question, and the views which had been ex- 
pressed upon it by preceding speakers. In Georgia, 
he said, there was no difierence of opinion on tnis 
subject. 

He believed the same feeling pervaded the Union, 
and therefore he proposed lo consider (he question 
in reference to two points alone. First: if Congress 
was satisfied that it was the will of the people that 
(his object should be consummated, and at this time; 
and next, if they had the constitutional power to 
carry out the clearly-expressed will of the people. 
After a few words in relation to the course of some 
gentlemen on (his floor, he approached the only 
quetUon of difltculty — the quesuon of slavery as 



connected with the annexation of Texas to this 
Union. The gentleman from New York. had re- 
peated the observation of a gentleman from Ohio 
about comini; forward in a spirit of coinpromise, to 
which he would say that they had no power to en- 
force their tendered compromise. And to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio he observed that his proposition 
was destitute of every feature of liberality. Taking - 
it for granted that Congress had the power, and that 
the people willed it, to admit Texas as a State into 
(he Union, he asked for the power by which they 
could prevent the people of a sovereign State from 
the exercise of (hose rights which, by (he terms of 
our constitution, were reserved to the States respect- 
ively. 

did the gentleman from New York propose by 
legislation here to say that the people who might 
inhabit a certain portion of the territory of Texas, 
when they came into the Union, should be deprived 
of those rights guarantied to the citizens of his own 
Stat^ He put it to the eentleman from New York 
if his sense of honor did not revolt at this proposi- 
tion. If New York to-morrow were to propose to 
establish slavery within the limits of her territory, 
had this government the power to control her action? 
And would they adroit States into the Union desti- 
tute of those rights and privileges which now be- 
longed to the existing Suites? They had not the 
power to make such a restriction. The country 
migh( acquiesce in it, as it had acquiesced in a com- 
promise of the same character made heretofore; but 
ne denied the constitutional power of Congress to 
make such a restriction. 

Mr. C. alluded to the Rhode Island difficulties, 
and to the report made thereon to this House by the 
gentleman .from New Hampshire, [Mr. Btraat,] 
which, he said, however gentlemen might eonsidcr 
the correctness or incorrectness of its doctrines, re- 
flected great credit upon the research and ability of 
the gentleman. He read one of the resohltiona ac- 
companying this report, which lays down the doc- 
trine that a majority of the people have the right at 
all times (o change their existing forms of govern- 
ment, and to substitute new forms in the (Haca of 
those abrogated. This report was also concurred 
in by the gentleman fVom New York, [Mr. Rath- 
bi;n,] who had Just taken his seat, and must, of 
courae, be conclusive authority with him. Now, (o 
apply this principle to the question they were con- 
sidering: place this restriction on a portion of the 
territory of Texas; she comes into the Union; her 
constitution is adopted and submit(ed to (he consid- 
era(ion of Congress, under the power granted (o 
them in the constitution, (o declare it a republican 
form of govemmen(; but the constitution allowed 
them to go no farther than to decide whether 
it was a republican government. He cared net 
whether the clause existed in the constitution gusi4- 
ing or rejecting the institntion (^slavery. Let the 
State come into the Union, and then he wanted to 
know what there was to prevent her people stand- 
ing on the same platform as the p«ople of Rhode 
Idand, of New York, and of Georgia, from alterioe 
their constitution at pleasure, provned they retaineai 
a republican form of govemmedL Would gentle- 
men allege that ths establishing (he institution of 
slavery would be destroying a republican form of 
eoveroment' Then they must cast out of our 
Union Georgia, and every State where slavery wt> 
recognised. He denied, and it seemed to him that 
it was apparent from these considerations, that Con- 
gress had any consti(U(innaI power to make such a 
restriction; if made, and if it took effect, it could only 
do so by the acquiescence of the people. 

He would now come to another queation, viz: 
the liberality of the compromise offered by northern 
ecnllemen, and by the gentlemen from New Yorit. 
If he could not dcmor.Biratc to every unprcjudirwl 
mind that the proposition to diviile this territory 
equally, or in any other way was illiberal, he 
had almost said he would pledge himself to vote 
against this measure. Before proceeding to thii, 
however, he had one remark to make with refer- 
ence lo the compromises of the constitulien. They 
were told by gentlemen who opposed the annexa- 
tion of Texas, ihat they were willing to stand bf 
the compromises of tlie constitution as (hey rniv 
existed, but they were unwilling to extend them 
any farther. He could understand this argument 
from gentlemen who were opposed to the annexa- 
tion of Texas under all circumslances; but he could 
not understand it from those who, while they pro- 
fessed to insist on the existing compromises of ifae 
constitution, were still willing t* annex Texas 
with a portion of her territory at lUiTe territory. 
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[CanHiuui fimn J^Q. 11.] 
The difficulty of the existing compromisw of the 
conatitution was gone the moment they stepped 
one aingle inch beyond the existing territory of the 
country, «nd it then became a question of expedien- 
cy. Gentlemen seemed to epeaJt as if this was the 
<mly compromise of tlie constitution. Why, if he 
• read the constitution of the United States correctly, 
the whole of it, the government itself, was a. com- 
prontise; and why was it that the compromises 
^arantyinr to one portion of the Union partieular 
rights and benefits should be enforced, and the oth- 
er compromises rejected? 

He suted, then, that the proposition to divide this 
territory was illiberal. Before he proceeded to this 
view of the subject, he premised that ff there was 
any compromise existing in the constitution in ref- 
erence to slavery and its influence in this Union, 
that compromise would guaranty to the slave States 
the same sectional importance that they possessed at 
the time of the adoption of llie constitution. Was 
not that true? We bad now, as at the time of the 
adoption of the constitution, a certain portion of 
slaveiiolding, and a certain portion of non-slavehold- 
ing territory. The preponderance in our govem- 
ment was m favor of the non-«lavebolding territo- 
ry, and it always must be because the extent of it 
was greater. Now we were about u> admit Tex- 
as, gentlemen stepped forward and said we must 
divide her e<iually into shveholding; and non-slave> 
holding territory, in order to maintain the equilibri- 
um of power. 

Mr. C. proceeded to reibr to the atatistJcs of oar 
publie lands, showing that about one hundred mil- 
lion acres of unappropriated lands lay in the slave, 
and about an equal number of acres in the non- 
slaveholding Stales; that, in addition to this, there 
was m Territories which were non-slaveholding, 
• and which, from their circumstances, must evei' re- 
main so, from eight to eleven millions of aeres, 
making the ratio between the non-slavefaoldii^ 
and the slaveholding unappropriated public 4and8 
about ten to one. We were now to adnut 
Texas with about two huodred Inillion? of acMt, 
which the South, in this state of the case, coaeeived 
cofflaion ihirneas required to be adtted t<i that al- 
ready posaeasrd by tbem, and then It would be a 
niall coniparalive amount; and they were met with 
the pica that, to preserve the balances af the ooasti- 
taition, iimuatbe divided, and a portion Wade non- 
slaveholding territory. He apprehended that it 
couM not, under this view of the case, longer be 
mam lained that this was an attempt onthepartof 
the South to deprive the North of the power they 
now held in the admioistnition of tbefovamment. 
The power of this govemmeiit, any gentiaman, from 
easting his eye over the map of the oouutry must 
sKe, could never fall into the hands of the Soatb, 
as a majority controlling on this floor or in the 
other bnuich of Congress. Ail that she wo%Ud ever 
be able to do was to be a dieck upon those 
whose interests would lead them to trample on her 
r^ht*. This, then, that she now asked she was 
entitled to; this the spirit of hberahty itself would 
yield her. 

He laid it down as a propoeition to which he 
called the attention of this House that it was IJie 
will of the people of these United States that this 
mecKure should be consummated. He had no ar- 
gtuiienl to offer in favor of that proposition; the 
election of the President who had been chosen by 
tJ>e people at .the late election was proof positive on 
this poiut. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. J. R. K-ger»ui.l] had said that the expres- 
sion of the public opinion on this point was no- 
thing more than a town-meeting hurrah, and he 
wax confident that this could not be the gentleman's 
deliberate opinion, altliough it had escaped him in 
the beat or debate. Were the efforts that had 
been made on the part of our government in 18SS, 
in 1827, and in 1833, to acquire Texas, a mere 
town-meeting hurrah? The deep and pervading in- 
terest now felt by friend and foe to this measure 
througbont the country, when it had been lavived 
by an administration without a party, proved that 
it vas not a mere town-meetutg hurnh, but that it 
was the merits of this question which attracted the 
attention of the country to it. 



Had Congress, then, the constitational power to 
acquire Texas? A word only in reference to this 
point of the argument. Suppose the people of the 
United States were satisfied beyond the contingency 
of a doubt that the interest, the perpetuity, nay, the 
very existence of the government depended on the 
acquisition of Texas; would it be denied by any 
bodv that we had the right to acquire it' Suppose 
further, that Texas refused to come into the Uiiion; 
how, then, would we acquire iO As the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Batly} had properly remarked, 
it would be accomplisbed by virtue of the war-ma- 
king power delegated to Congress. We declared war 
to acquire territory; could we enforce our right to 
terntory by treaty? The national sovereignty of 
Texas was meixed; there was uo power with which 
we could treat: no treaty therefore could be effected. 
If Texas should then yield to our arms, and man- 
ifest a desire to come into our Union, mast we turn 
our backs on her proposition, and deny that the 
power to recceive her existed in our government? 
Well, if the power existed in that case, as clearly 
every gentleman would admit it did exist, did it not 
exist DOW? 

Mr. C. referred to the only objection which had 
been ui^ged against tlie constitutional power of rd- 
mitting a new State into the Union, which was that 
growing out of the provisions of the constitution 
prescribing the qualifications of senators and repre- 
sentatives in Congress. The gentleaian from Ma- 
ryland uiiged the objection that the constitution re- 
quires a previous residence of nine years for a sena- 
tor and seven yenre for a representative, and conse- 
quenOy Texas could not be admitted into the Union 
OS a Stale, because she could not send senators and 
representatives to Congress possessing the requisite 
qualifications of residence. Mr. C. answered and 
refuted this objection at length. The Slate, on be- 
ing admitted into the Union, would be a part of the 
United States, and all her citizens would be citizens 
of the United Stales. The citizens of Texas were 
allcitixensof the Uaited ' States previous to their 
eraignitioa there, and the reannexation to the United 
States would reinstate them in their citizenship. Be- 
sides, Texts might thiqk proper to send senators 
and rebresanlalives who, at (he time of annexation, 
raighi be citizens of the United States. After some 
fUrtiier reotarks, Mr. C. eoneluded by saying that 
he would not ask fbr the admission of Texas, if it 
souM not bedane in strict conformity with the prin- 
ciples (^ the constitalion; but, believii^ it to be en- 
tir^y within the terms of that instrument, and pre- 
eminently calculated to advemce the interests of the 
whole Union, he hoped tlie measure would be eon- 
sunuoated. 

Mr. POLLOCK next obtained the floor, and ob- 
served tliat be sought and obtained the flour, uot for 
the purpose of making an argument to convince the 
members of that House of the propriety or impro- 
priety of admitting Texas into the Union, but with 
the sole view of defining his position on this subject, 
for the information of his constituents. He represented 
a district in which a majority of the voters were op- 
posed to him in politics. A numberofihe democcali: 
party, however, had voted for him; and he might, 
therefore, be called a democi-atic whiff. This Texas 

aueslion had been ably and fully discussed in his 
■strict doting the late canvass; and he had frequent- 
ly, as weH as ftedy and openly, expressed hw dis- 
approbation of it. Having been elected after such 
an expression of bis opinions, it was fair to presume 
that tlie people of his district were not in favor of tiie 
measure. He should, then, vote in accordance with 
the expressed will of his conslitt^ts, in voting 
against this measure. It had been said timt in the 
lato political ctmvaas the (lueslton of the acquisition 
of Texas had been decided in favor of. He would 
ask when, and where? For hi^ part, he would be 
iierfectly willing to submit this question, if it could 
be done, to the decision of ^e people. 

He went oi. with some remarks, in which he said 
he was for the Union, .the whole Union; and ho was 
for Texas, whos e Jaflt s»r. he hoped, would grow 
brtgfater and briglH^A^admired the work <? our 
forefathers, and iSXei^^j we should now go in 
ssarch of foreign allSiuiccs? Would it add strength 
or beauty to the Unioa' The annexation of Texas 
fbnus Ik n«w«n) in the historyof ovrcountrj. They 



were told the people demanded it. But he asked 
what reasons were assigned for it? Was it the ac- 
quisiiiou of terntory? Already we had a vast terri- 
tory, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific — 
from the seas of the north to the Sabine on the 
south. The wilds of the West alone would provide 
a home for millions for ages yet to come. He said 
emphatically, we needed no more territory. 

It was said that it was to be done to exterid the 
"area of freedom;" but that had bcMi done, for, on 
the plains of San Jacinto, .\merican arms had won the 
freedom of Texas, and she had now free institotious. 
The argument for theextonsion of the dominion of the 
Anglo-Saxon race to the boundaries which gentle- 
men had said were natuntlly presented between us 
and the Mexican race, would carry us to the re- 
publins of South America, which implored our aid. 
But he could sec no moral obligation for our be- 
coming the champions of freedom for the world. 
It was ureed again as necessary to coniileract the 
designs of England. That country, however, had 
disavowed the designs attributed to her, and tht 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs bad 
told them that England would acquiesce in annexa- 
tion. 

He had long doubted and distrusted England. And 
what, he asked, did the acquiescence of England 
mean? It had been said that England desired to 
abolish slavery in Cuba; but it was possible that, at 
tlie time tlic announcement of the annexation of 
Texas to this Union was made here, the start- 
ling announcement would be made at the other side 
of the Atlantic, that Cuba was annexed to EnglojHt, 
And what would this government do? WouM it 
protest? This annexaUon would become a two- 
edged sword. He called upon the House to eon- 
consider well the precedent it was setting. He had 
long distrusted England; her courae was one of hy- 
pocrisy, and not prompted by a love of liberty, and 
he should not rely on any of her professions. 

But to pass to other ailments. It had been said 
that Texas must be annexed for the good of thi 
South. He looked upon itas a seuionai, as a slave, 
and also as a nationid question. With southern 
slavery he would not inlerfWe; if it were abolished, it 
it must be by southern legislation. How, (hen, eould 
annexation benefit tlie South? Texas would be pro- 
duetiva efesltsa, which would come in competition 
with the staple of the South; and be understood that 
it was designed to hold a southern convention for 
the purpose of diminiahing the production of cotton. 
In the South much of the soil was exhausted and 
worn out, but Texas had a virgin soil. How, then, 
coidd it benefit tlie cottou'^owing Suites of the 
South to bring it in competition with them? He 
next alluded to tlie slave aspect of the question. 

He next came to the ar^nient that we were un- 
der moral obligation, arising out uf ihc treaty of 
I8U3, to admit Texas, now that they came and de- 
manded it. He had not time, nor did he intend, to 
discuss this, which was styled the reannexation ar- 
gument, if Texas ever was a part of the Unitel 
Stales, fads had not been brought forward to show 
it; nor could it, as it appeared to him, be proved. 
It was true that we claimed Texas; but Spain was 
claiming it likewise, up to the Sabine — and not only 
that, but further, she ehiroed iAuiaiana as a part of 
Florida; and the question of boundary Was never 
settled. Spain claimed Texas by virtue of discov- 
ery and occupation, and so did France in like man- 
ner. He referred to tlie history of the discovery of 
Texas, and the conflicting claims thereto of Spain and 
ofFranee,Bnd traced various facts connected therewith 
to show that Texas had never been ours, and hence 
to demonstrate the impertinency of the argument 
so much relied on that ve eould not give away what 
we bad once possessed. In 1819 we abandoned — 
not our sovereign right to Texas, for we never 
claimed it — but we quit-claimed Texas, and that for 
the coBsidemtion of receiving Florida. If, then, this 
treaty was invalid as fares Texas was conoenied, 
it must be also with refarenee to Florida, and aba 
was not a part of our Union, But gendemen seemed 
anxious to overrideand pass over all our treaties, 
and nullify our other acts, that they might gratify 
their excessive deore to maintain 
feased to consider the obligations 
1893L Noj he said let the mAtam 
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we acauired Florida, and at the same time quit- 
claimed Texas, be obeerred with referenoe to Tex- 
as, as not only good faith but consistency required. 

IVIr. P. briefly referred to the constitutional ques- 
tion, denying timt^Congiess had the power to annex 
forei^ territory, and referring to Mr. Jefferson as 
aulliority therefor; and was proceeding farther to 
argue that this annexation scheme could not be sus- 
tiiined under that clause of the oonstitution which 
authorized Congress to admit new Stales into the 
Union, as this referred to territory ahready in our 
possession, and not forewn territory, out of which 
such States were to be formed, when his remarks 
were terminated by the expiration of the allotted 
hour. 

Mr. HARALSON was successful abore many 
competitors in obtaining the floor; and it being at a 
late Dour, he moved that the committee rise. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood — 
ayes 25, noes 43; no quorum votine . 

Mr. ADAMS demanded that uie committee rise 
and report that fitcl to the' House; which was ac- 
cordingly done. 

Mr, HAMLIN moved a call of the House, re- 
marking that he had been opposed to limiting the 
time for this debate as they nad done, but that be 
wished it, short as it was, improved, to give himself 
and other gentlemen who desired an opportunity to 
speak. 

On the motion Mr. H. demanded the yeas and 
navs, which were ordered; and, being taken, r^ 
•ulted — yeas 48, nays 45; (no quorum still.) 

Before the call was procMded with, 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR caUed for the yeas and 
naya; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative — yeas 40, nays 44. So ■ 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the nuembers 
presenting them: 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petitiOD of Aaot SnTder, Mq , 
Bad others, citizeiu of Wayoe couutj, New York, for the 
improvemeDt of Little Soda* hBH>or, on Lake Ontario, New 
York: referred to the Committee on Commeroe. The ra- 
moDstnoce of John W. Sawjrer and othen, of Cexnncooa- 
ty. New York, ftgainst the annexation of Texai: relerred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Also, a petiiion of Darid Thomas and others, to abolish the 
frankinr privilege, and to reduce ]K>stage on all half ounce 
letters to two cents, If pre-paid: referred to ih« Committee 
on the Post Office and Fost Beads. 

Dy .Mr. WHKATON: The memorial of B. K. Sneet, Hen- 
rj- O. Gage, and 6d other citizens of the county of Ononda 

f>, Nenr York, agafaut the annexation of Texas to the 
nited States, nnlesa slavery be abolished within iu limits: 
nferred to to the Committee on Foreign Relalioiu. Also, 
the petition of B. F. Sneet, Henry H. Uage, and 64 other 
clJums of Onondaga county, New York, piaying for the 
abolition of slavery in th* Diatiict of Colambia and the Ter 
ritories ol the Uiuted States: rcferrod to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. B. OREKN: The memorial of M citbens of the 
town of Phelps, county of Ontario, New York, remoastnt- 
inAgainst the annexation of Texas. 

By .Mr. TIBBATTS: The poUtlon of Charlos Boss and 
numerous stenmboat owners and offlcen, raerchants, Hra. 
Jers and producers, and citizens of the valley of the Ohio 
and .Miaiissippi, praying that Congress may pass a law au- 
thorizing the purchase of the individual stock in the Louis- 
ville and Portland oanal, for the purpose of making the 
same free of toll, except such a charge on boats as is 
necessary to manage and and attend the same. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The memorial of the pursen in the 
United States navy for assimilated or relative military rank. 

By Mr. MoCALSLI.V: The petitions of snndry citizens 
uom Ohio, praying for a mail route from Washington, 
Pennsylvania, to Cleaveland, via Wellsville: referred to the 
Committee ou the Post Oflloe and Post Road*. The petithin 
of membera of the bar other citizens of New Lisbon, Ohio, 
praying for a division of the Stale'into two judicial districts: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By .Mr LABRANCHE: The petition R. W. Boyd, clerk in 
the oOoa of the surveyor general ol_ Louisiana, pimylng 
coapenaation for extra services. 

By Mr. RKLFi:: The petition of the citizco* of Benton, 
Folic, and Niangua counties, in Missouri, asking the estab- 
lishment of a post route from Warsaw, in Benton county, 
to BuS'alo, in the county of Niangua. Also the petition of 
1S9 citizens of Newton and Jasper counties, in the State of 
Missouri, asking the establishment of a pott route from 
Bolivar, in Polk county, by Greenfield, (the county seat of 
Dade county.) thence by (iakland college, and the town of 
Barcoxie, to Neo'ho. tba county seat of Newton; whkih 
ware referred to the Committee on the Post OIHce and Fost 
Roads. 

By Mr. KTRKPATRICK: The memorial of the Perth Am- 
lioy Maaufaotaring company, oSetiag to the goverament 
tte patent right to maauliKtur* pa&ck*: refenod to the 
Committee on the Post Offlce and Post Roads. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Thomas H. Oanfai and 
Kt other oitizeas of Belmont connty, Ohio, praying for a 
redaction of the present rates of postage. 

By Mr. SLIDELL: The petition of inhabitanU of tha par- 
ish of riaqnemlnes, for the grant of a certain tnot of land: 
"* — 1 to the Cosuoitte* on rohUe Landa. 
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« By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of H. Holt and others, 
members of the bar of Columbus, Georgia, in relation to the 
printing and distribution of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr W£NTWORTH: The paUtion of Silas Long and 
otliers for retrenchment in all the departments of the gen- 
eral govemmeot: referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. The petiiion of W. D. Parlte and othen, in Kendall 
county, Illinois, for a donation of land for the Illinois and 
Michigan canal: referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. The petition of Thonuu H. Rickey 
and others, of PlalnSeld. Will county, against slaverr in the 
Territory of Florida: referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. The petition of Leander Newport and others, of Will 
and Orundy counties, for a mail ronta Irom Wilmington, 
Will county, via.Mazon, to Pontine, Livingston county: 
referred to tli* Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The petition of Thomas H. Hiekey and others, of Will 
county, against the annexation of Texas; referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Aii'airv. The petition of Harlay 
Wayne and others for a mail route from Comlshvllla, vM 
Diyden, Virgil, and Bums, to MareMe, in McBenry county, 
Illinois. The petition of Thomas IT Rickey and others for 
the abolition of slavery la the District of Colombia: refer, 
red to the Committee &r the District of Columbia. Mr. W. 
called up the petition of Jared Bnckingham, of Chleaeo, for 
a pension, lefemid last session to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

By Mr. J. \V. DAVIS: The petition of Philip Evans and 
one hundred other citizens of Indiana, asking a mall route 
trom Natchez, via Memphis, HairisonTille, and Springville, 
to Bloomington. 

By Mr. FULLEK: The petition of Esther WUtney, of 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying tor authority to 
complete the application of her late husband, Elltha Whit- 
ney, now deceased, for a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. BRENOLE: The petition of Gabriel Friend: re- 
fcrnd to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads- 

By Mr. ARRIONTON: Tho petition of pilots and citizens 
residing near Oeiacoke Inlet, North Carolina, praying 
Congress for an appropriation for the erection of buoys and 
alakes at seveial channels and shoals on the coasts ef^Noith 
Carolina: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. JOHN T. SMITH: The petiUon of James Woods, 
and ISO ethers, eitizens of Spring Garden, in the county of 
Philadelphia, praying for such amendment of the natural- 
ization laws, as to make twenty-one years' residence in this 
oouBlry an indispensable pre-reqnlslte to the nabuaUzation 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The (petition of WUliam Neff,'of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, and 4fl0 other citizens of that city and vicin- 
ity, praying the passage of an act gnntlng to fhe-Stata of 
Indiana a quaatity of the public lands lyuig in tha Viit 
oennes land district, snffieient to complete the Wabash and 
Eri canal to the Ohio river. 

By Mr. HENRY DODGE: The memorial of 100 cithens of 
Oneida county. State of New York, asking Congress for an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Fox imd Wiscon- 
sin rivers, in the Territory of Wisconsin: refemd to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of David Foster, and 
107 others, citizpns of Whitestown, in the State of New 
York, against the admission of Texas into the Union: teier- 
red to the Committee on Foreign AJiairs. 

By Mr. Hl^RRICK: The petiUon of Hannah Hatch, for 
commutation or half pay for the services of her late father, 
Major Daniel Littlefiud, who was killed in the revolution- 
ary war: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. Also, the petition of Abicent Cole, for the same, 
for her late father. Captain Daniel uHieelwiight, who died 
in the service, during the revolutionary war: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By .Mr, S. CARV: The petition of William Hopkiiu and 
others, for the er«ctiou of a light-house upon Spoon Islaad.ln 
Maine: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. UUNLAF: The petiton of William P. Harmon 
and others, of the town of Calais, in the State of Maine, 
against the annexation of Texas. 

By Mr. C. .M. REED: The memorial of the Hon. James 
Thompson, and the citizens of Erie generally, praying Con- 
gress will make the apprapriation recommended by Colonel 
Abert, in his report for continuing the work in improving 
tha harbor at Erie, on Lake Erie. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of Charies Johnson, 
boatsw ain in the navy of the United States, who has become 
disabled in such service, proving for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Naval Afliura. 

By Mr. IRVIN: The memorial of a large and respectable 
number of the citixens of Hollidaysburg, Fannsylvania, 

graying that, previous to tha establishment of a national foun- 
ry, an examination of proposed sites should be made 
by competent persons, and their advantages compared before 
a location be determined on: and they especially call the at- 
tention of Congraas to the peculiar advantages of Hollidays- 
burg for such location: rclerred to the Committee on Milita- 
ry Aflairs. 

By Mr. OWEN: The petition of Wm. Daniell and 188 oth- 
en, praying a reduction of postnge and the aboUtioa or ref- 
ormation otthe franking privilege. 

By J. B. HUNT: The petition of 71 citizens of Michigan, 
praying a reduction of postage to two cents fur all letters 
not exceeding half an ounce in wt-ight: referred to' the Com- 
mittee on the Post Oofficfl and Post Roads. 

Br J. STEWART: The petition of inhabitanU of Derby, 
in New Haven county. Connecticut, asking Congress for an 
appropriation to improve the harbor at the mouth of the 
Houiatonic river: ivfemd to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. ARRINOTON: The petition of pilots and citizens 
residing near t^racoke inlet. North Carolina, praying Con- 
gress for an appropriation for the erection of huo\ s and 
stakes at several channels and shoab on the coast of North 
Carolina. 

By Mr. D. I.. SEYMOUR: The peUUon of Mra Hatty 
Fassctt, for a pension: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionaiy Pentlons. The petiUon of snndi; inhabitants of the 
State or New York, pnylng the passage of a law amending 
the widows' pensloa law: reCtmd te lbs Coaaiittee of the 



Whole OB the state of th* Union, where on the bUl is now be- 
fore them for that purpose. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The peUtion ol A. OMzleraad 
othen for agzmnt of land to drain the Kankakee flats and to 
bridge the Kankakee river: referred to the Committee on th* 
PuhUc Lands. The petition of Robert Milne and iieo others, 
eitizaiis of Chicago, for a grant of land for tb* Illinois and 
Miehigaa canal: referred to th* Commitee on the PnbUc 
Land*. 

By Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin: The petiUon of I0» ciU- 
zans of Racio* county. Territory of Wisconsin, atklag 
Congress to establish a mail route from the town of Racio* 
to Betoit, by the way of Burlington, Lyon, Delawaro, and 
Darien, in said territory: referred to the (Committee on the 
Post Office and Fost Roads. The petition of eitizens of th* 
Stockbridge naUon of Indians, uking that an act of Con- 
gress may bt passed making an appropriation for the pey> 
ment of oommissionen and others, for making i*artiUon of 
the lands of said Indians in accordance with an act of Con- 
gress extending to them the right of citizenship: referred 
to the Committee on Indian Atfain. The memorial tnm 
ciUzens of the Stockbridge naUou of Indians, protesting 
against anylchange in the act of Congress extending to 
them the right of ciUzenabip: referred to the Committceon 
Indian Attain. ThepeUUon numerou ' 
of the countv of Milwaukie, Territor 
the establitnmeat of a mail route i 
wauicie through the north part of the towns of Wawatoa 
and Brookfield, and the south pert of Menomouie, Liaboa, 
and Warren, the south part o( Pelafield, to intenect the 
mall route at Summit, in said Territory: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post OHIee and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The memorial of 1» eitfaWD* of Lee, 
Maasachusettt, for tbeimpiovamentof the Fox'and Wiscoa- 
sin rivers. 

By Mr. HUDSON: The petition of the town of Westmin- 
ster, Massachusetts, against the annexaUon of Texas. 

By Mr. STILES: The petiUon of the Republican Bluer, 
an organized corps of Savannah, Georgia, praying to be 
refunded the amount of duty paid on the materials im- 
ported for a standard: referred to the Committee on Com 
meroe. 

By Mr. SIMONS: The peUUon of Lewis Beens and 
others, dtiiens of Fairfield connty , in the State of Connec- 
Ucnt, against the auaexation of Texas to the United Statrt. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The peUUon of Beverley Simpson »nd 
nnmeroos othen, ciUxens of Porter county. Indian*, pray- 
ing a grant ofthe public lands for the compleUonof aioad 
from Lofoyette to Chicago. 
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IN SENATE. 
Thdbsdat, January S3, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern, laid befdre the Senate 
a communication <rom the Treasury Department, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senateof the 5th April, 1844, information conaero- 
ing the quantity of stone furnished tha United States 
by Richard Lmthicum, to construct certain light- 
houses; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented two petitions from 
persons residing in Miasouri, praying that the Pal- 
myra and Fayette land diatricts may be discontii)- 
ued, and that a land office be established at Bloom- 
ington, Miasouri, in lieu thereof: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also presented a petition from citizens of Platte 
connty, Missouri, ami officers of (he United States 
army stationed at Fort L,eavenworth, prayingthe 
establishmeut of a mail route from the town of Wet- 
ton to Independence, by way of Fort Leavenwoith: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Roads. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, the Committee 
on Rerolntiouary Claims were discharced from the 
further conaideration of the petition of Abigail Wad- 
ham, the widow of Captain Heman Allen, of the 
revolutionary war, aaking for the payment of certain 
advances made by him. 

Mr. POSTER of Tennessee, from the Committs* 
on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Captain t- 
Throckmorton; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. POSTER of Tennessee, the 
Committee on Claims were discharged from th* fur- 
ther consideration "of the petition of Harvey and 
Slag^, praying for the allowance of a drawback OD 
certain merchandise; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Also, from the Committee on Claims, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Thomas B. Win- 
ston, of Massachusetts, praying to be relieved from 
the miyment of a jud^ent obtained against him by 
the United States; which was ordered to be prbted. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Landa, reported back, with an amendmrn'i 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
granting to the State of Illinois the right of v*y 
UiiouEb the public lands of the United Stales, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr- ARCHER, from (he Committee on FoKien 
Relations, reported back, without amendment, m 
bill authorizing the sale of the two Arabian hontt, 
presented by we Imaum of Muscat to the Consul 
atZanzebar. 
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Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition from Charles 
C- Scott and 50 otnera, of Wachita county, Arkan- 
sas, praying for the establishment of a mail route 
from Little Rock, Arkansas, to Meriden, Lotiisianit. 
Also, a petiuon from Bayley Watts, and other citi- 
tens of Clark county, Arkansas, praying for the ea- 
tablistnent of a mail route from Little Rock to 
Camden; whibh were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee, on leave, intro- 
duced a bill prrividing for the appointment of a com- 
mission for the adjustment of claims of citizens of 
the United States on the republic of Mexico. Also 
a joint resolution in regard to the claims of Ameri- 
can citizens upon the goTemment of Mexico; which 
irere sevei^lly read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON gave notice that he wouM 
tn-roonow ask leave to introduce a bill explanatorjr 
of the act of 1839, making appropriation for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of government. 

Mr. JARNAGIN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table, viz: 

Rnatrti. That tlw Scoretiirjr of War iaform the Senate 
what contractu have heretorore been mad* for the removal 
of the Choctaw lodiana remaining west of the Mjsiiisippl; 
thiit be ftimish A copy of all such contracts; whether any 
adrerlisementv Tt'ere maJle ofthu intention of the govern, 
nient to makesach contracts; and what amount of moavy 
has betMi advanced to contractors; when, and to whom; anh 
whettiQr or not there is any contract, agreement, or un* 
derstautliog that the contractors are to have any additional 
allowances for ferriages, or other causes; and, if so. what; 
Bad, also, what steps have been taken by the contractors for 
the removal of the said Indiana. 

Mr. HUNTlNGTO.N, submitted the foRowing 
resolution; which lies one day on the table, under the 
rule, viz: 

JUsthed, That the Committee on Finance be iostmctcd 
to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, that no 
ptrton designated as assistant collector or clerk, shall exer- 
cise any of uie powers, or perform any of the duties of col- 
lectorofthe customs, or in any manner act oSiciallv for or 
in behalf of such collector; and that no person shall exer- 
cise such powers fir perform such duties, who shall not pre- 
Tioui thereto have given bonds, with surety, to the accept. 
ance ofthe Secrtstary of the Treasury, and also hare taken 
and subifcribed an oath or atTirmation for the faithful nei^ 
fonnance of all such powers and duties as may l>e exercised 
or perfonned by him for and in behalf of such collector. 

The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
HcimKGTOK yesterday, was considered and agreed 
to, viz: 

Ruohed, That the Postmaster Oeneral he direoted te 
inlorm the Senate whether the amount of revenue of the Post 
Office Deparment from postages, fines, and ipiscellanaous 
seceipts, which accrued between the 4th of March, 1841, 
and the 30th of June, 13-W. exclusive of the sum of four hnn- 
dred and ninety-seven thousand six hundred and fifly^even 
doUarx. or df any part thereof, appropriated by an act euU. 
tied \]i act to make appropriations lor the Foat Office De. 
partment, approved September 9th, 1841, has been BUlRclent 
to defray the current expenses of the depertnwnt daring 
that penod: and if not. what is the amonnt ofthedeflotoaey, 
and whether it exceeds or falls short of the sum still uacol* 
lected, and supposed to be eoUeetable, of the revenue of the 
depaiiment which has accrued during said period, and the 
amount of sach excess or deficiency. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, 

Ritol.ti, That, for the convenience of repertlng the pro- 
ceedings of tha Senate, six copies of the eeienderof Inisi* 
ness and of the printed bills be laid on the reportera' desks. 

Mr. BAG BY asked for the postponement of the 
previous orders, with the view of taking up the bill 
for the relief of the legal representatives of James H. 
Bell; but on the suggestion of Mr. EVANS, who 
iiifonncd tli.it he, in a few days, expected some in- 
formation which wuuld have an important bearing 
on thi: bill, he did not press his motion. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The engrossed bill to establish the Smithsonian 
Iiijiituiiuii for the increase and diffusion of kiiowl- 
cd.;« amoii; men, was read the third time, and pass 
cd. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Tlie bill for the settlement of claims of American 
citijcns for French spoliations, prior to ll<00, coming 
up in order for consideration, was, on the suggestion 
of Mr. CHOATE, passed by informally, with the 
view of having printed an amendment to the bill, 
which he submitted unler unanimous instruction 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Simmons was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and onlered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The joint resolution authorizing th* Secretary of 
the Treasury to cause to be erected, or to purchase 
a suitable building in the city of Mobile for a court- 
house for the southern district of Alabama, was ta- 
ken up as in committee of the whole. 



Mr. BAGBY explained that this matter had been 
brought to the attention of the Senate by a present- 
ment of the grand jury of the southern district of 
Alabama. The custom-house used to be occupied 
for the purposes of that court; but in consequence of 
the want <» security, the coUrt was compelled to re- 
tire from it. He showed the absolute necessity of 
the government providhig, by purchase or by-ereo- 
tion, a building in whicli to hold that court. He 
also alluded to a banking-bouse which could be pro- 
by purchase at a very low rate for that object. Tlie 
bill left the matter to the Secretary of the Treasury 
to apply the necessary means. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that throughout the 
United States the federal courts are held inbuildings 
belonging to the several States. The marshal have 
been in the habit of procuring proper rooms or 
buiMing for the purpose, for a certain compensation. 
He knew of no instance where an appropriation had 
been made from the Treasury of the United States 
for the purchase of a building in which to hold the 
courts, except a part of a building at New Orleans 
for that purpow. If the propriety was at all doubt- 
ed in that case, the passage of this act would settle 
the principle that the government of the United 
States was boand to purchase or erect buildings for 
such purooses in the States. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that if the the sum 
was not named in the bill, it would be necessary to 
insert an appropriating clause to pay the sum neces- 
sary out of any money in the treasury not other- 
wise awropriated, or out of the judiciary fund. 
The only case, he believedj in which the govern- 
ment purchosM a building for the purposes indica- 
ted in this bin, was the case mentioned by the sena- 
tor from Georgia, [Mr. Berbiek,] of the purchase 
of the part of a building at New Orlenns, and per- 
haps in some of the Territories. The establish- 
ment of this principle would be an importaot matter 
to the treasui-y of the United States, it would be 
far better, however, to appropriate the surplus 
means from the treasury to tne erection of buildings 
of this character, and others absolutely necessary 
for the pnrposes of government, than to ilistribute 
those means to the States, to be improperly squan- 
dered. It was'a question with him whether it would 
not now be proper le refer the bill to the Judiciary 
Committee, with ttie view of deciding upon the 
principle, and of settling the question as to the pro- 
priety of the government having erected, or of pro- 
vidiri^ otherwise, appropriate buildings in which to 
hold Its courts. He moved the reference of the bill 
to the Judiciary Committee, to enable them to take 
that matter into consideration. 

Mr. BAGBY said he wotild have had no objee- 
lion to such a reference, but for the manifest oppo- 
sition to the measure indicated by the honorable 
chairman. This was the direction which the meas- 
ure had taken for two or three successive sessions 
of Congress. His late oolleague introduced a reso- 
lution, two or three years ago, instmcling that com- 
mittee upon the subject, and they had invariably 
failed to aUend to the matter, believing that it did 
not fall within their appropriate duUes. Because 
the United States had not heretofore erected build- 
ings for the purposes of their courts, instead of 
hiring them, was no good rouon why a different 
policy should not be pursued now. Everything 
must have a beginning, and everything have cm end- 
ing. There was not a subject more worthy of the 
consideration of the Senate of the United Slates 
than that as to tlie propriety of furnishing the judi- 
ciary with comfortable end appropriate buildings in 
which to administer the laws of the United States. 
It was certainly worthy of their consideration 
whether they would continae the practice of hold- 
ing the courts in old out-houses, for which they pay 
rent, instead of purchasing and erecting suitable 
building for the purpose. He was in favor of hav- 
ing suitable buildings erected in the States. 

Mr. BERRIEN opposed the reference to the 
Judiciary Committee, and expressed the opinion 
that there would be more propriety in first erecting 
jails in which to keep the cnminals under the sen- 
tence of the courw, than buiMings in which to hold 
the courts. 

The question was than taken on referring the bill 
to the Judiciary Ck>mmitlee, and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

The bill was then rsported to the Senate; and 

On motion by Mr. DAYTON, laid on the table 
for the present. 

DUBU4DB CLAIM. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, the unfinish- 
ed business of yesterday was taken up, bein^ the 



further consideration, as in committe of the whole, 
of tlie bill to confirm the title of n tract of land in the 
Territory of Iowa, to the legal heirs and assigns of 
Julien Dubuque, deceased. 

Mr. HENDERSON remarked that he had under- 
stood from some gentlemen in the Senate, that the 
position which he hod taken yesterday in reference 
to the strength which this claim derived from Gen- 
eral Harrison's treaty of 1804, and the subsequent 
addition to it made in 1806. was not clearly under- 
stood by them. He therefore now rose to explain 
that matter again. Mr. H. then recapiiutaied hik 
arguments of yesterday on this point, and read Gen- 
eral Harrison's communication to the eovemmertt 
on the subject. He also further enforced the equi- 
table validity of the claim. 

Mr. PEARCE, chairman of the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, denied that Gen. Harrison's 
treaty could strengthen or weaken the chiim. The 
additional article made to that treaty in 1806, merely 
reserved the rights of claimants under Spanish 
grants, leaving the validity of those grants untouched 
in any way whatever. The saving clause in the 
treaty left the claim resting on the merits of the deed 
from the Lidians to Dubuque, as did also the grant 
of confirmation made by the Spanish govemnieut. 

Mr. CHOATE, in an able legal argument of 
considerable length, reviewed the whole case from 
the origin of the claim to the United States treaty of 
1806. He took the ground that this claim was well 
founded, and that it was fuliy sustained by the poli- 
cy of this government in giving the most liberal and 
equitable construction to Spanish grants. He ex- 
amined the language of the deed from the Indians 
to Dubuque, and coupling it with the language of 
Dubuque's petition to the Spanish governor; the 
order of the lauer to Todd to investigate and report 
upon tlie nature of the daim; Todd's report that lie 
saw nothing to impede the ^rant; the full and free 
acknowledgment of the Indians to Gencml Har- 
rison, in full council, in 1806 that, they recog- 
nised the claim as v.ilid; Oeneral Hairison's 
own letter, in which he says he is satisfied of its 
jusiiceand validity, and that he never had any doubt 
on the subject; all went to show that, however 
vague and deficient of legal technicality the writ- 
ing drawn up by a plain layman like Dubuque 
might be, the intention of all parties was that of a 
consequence in fee of the tract of land. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON opposed the claim. He 
denied that the approval of the Spimish governor 
extended beyond the right acquired by Dubyque 
from 4e ludians, imd that right wus merely of per- 
sonal occupancy for mining, and to the contents of 
such mines as be should work. He also denied that 
any sanction of the claim to the kind in fee could 
be derived from Gen. Harrison's treaty or despatches, 
which treaty, in the additional articl* of 1806, mere- 
ly reserved the rights of parties claiming under 
Spanish grants, not particularizing th« Dubuque 
claim, any more than other claims that might exist. 
The whole question, be considered, could oe sum- 
med up a few words: what possible title could Du 
buqiie derive from the confirmatiop of the S|>anish 
governor, or from the treaty of 1804 and 1606, that 
was uot dependent upon and referable to the funda- 
mental ground of claim, the deed from the Indians' 
That di«d, after all, was alone the title, and the only 
title. But it neither sold, granted, or even mention- 
ed the land in fee, directly or constructively; it plain- 
ly stated its purpose to be to give Dubuque the per- 
sonal occupancy for mining purposes; and no other 
construction, consistent with fact, and the obvious 
meaning of tlie language used in that instrument, 
could be given to it. 

Mr. HENDERSON maintained that if such 
strictness were resorted to, no Spanish claim that 
had ever yet come before this government could 
stand the test. Not'one of the many claims hither- 
to allowed hod a foundation more equitable than 
this. Such claiuiB had always to bo eonnrued in a 
liberal and equitable sense, and in this way they 
had hitherto been acted upon. He ftirtlier expau- 
ated the merits of the claim. 

Mr. BERRIEN could see no reason why this 
claim was not allowed to take the same course 
which had uniformly obtained in this class of cases. 
It had long been theaettled polity of the government 
to refer such claims to a board of oommiasioners f< r 
investigation; and upon the report of such board it 
was the practice of Con^reM to acL Itcasee where 
the quantity of landdumed waa not large, the reo- 
omniendatioii of the commissioners waa almost uoi- 
venattr adopted. In cMeaof neatiMipiitadelik* 
thisTConeivM had the beneflt of themveetigation of 
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the commiaaionen and tlteir report for it« goidanee. 
There was certainly no propriety in exerapung thia 
claim from that very safe and proper course. 

Mr. BAOBY offered an amendoMnt, the^ object of 
which was to save the rights of pre-emptionera on 
tlie tract, whose pre-emptiona may be sul^ect of dis- 
pute, or may remain yet undecided. 

Mr. FOSTER moved to lay the bill and amend- 
ment on the table. 

This motion prevailed without a division; and the 
bill, with the amendment, was laid on the table. 

On motion, it was agreed that, when the Senate 
adjourn, it be to Monday next. 

The Senate then went into executive seaaion; and 
after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESEMTATIVES. 
TeimiDAT, January 93, 1845. 
The journal having been read — 
Mr. DROMGiOOLE rose to make a short person- 
al explanation. He found the following report of 
yesterday's proceedings in the National IntMligen- 
cer of this mormng: 

"Mr. Stewart appealed to tke gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. DaoHoooLK,] after haTing impeached hit motivei 
in tlie metioo Mr. S. had made, not to preclude him from all 
chance of reply. If the gentleman would withdisw hia 
call for the previoni qneition, Mr. S. would ]<le(M him- 
self to renew it. lie wiihed merely to ofler a resolution. 

"Mr. BaoMnooLE said that he would assent to the re- 
finest, provided it was to be for no more than an explana- 
tion. On that condition ha withdnw the call." 

Mr. DROMGOOLE «aid that this report was in- 
correct. He never gave his assent on any such 
conditions. He withdrew the eall for the previous 
question on the pledge of the gentleman that he 
would renew it 

ILLINOIS RAILROADS. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, on leave, introduced a 
bill granting to the State of Illinois certain alternate 
sections of land to aid in the construction of the 
Alton and Mount Oumel, and Alton and Shawnee 
town railroad; which was twice read, referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. REDINO submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Risolced, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the House a copy of the surrey of M^jor J. D. 
llraham, made in \83S, and known as the report apon the 
Oljverian canal route. 

Mr. SLIDEIX submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which wa> considered «nd agreed to: 

Rcsohrd, That the President of the United States be r» 
(Itiested to inform the Honse if any. and what, ofllcen of the 



Uoiled States have been guilty of embezzlement of public 
money since the 19th of August, 1841; and further, whether 
said officers have been criminally prosecuted for snch em- 



hez/lement, and, if not, to communicate the reasans why 
tbey have not been so proeecuted. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the House lesolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Messrs. JAMESON, BRINKERHOPF, PAR- 
MEMTER, and VANCE, requested the gentleman 
to waive his motion until they could submit certain 
papers to the House. 

Mr. HOPKINS objected to any other business 
till the House decided whether it would go on with 
the Texas debate. There were many gentlemen 
who yet wished to speak on it. 

The question was then put on Mr. Cavb Jobm- 
•on's motion, and resulted in ayes 99, noes 3. 

No quorum voting, a second count was taken, and 
the question was decided in the affirmative — ayes 
118, noes 12. 

ANNEXATION OP TEXAS. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. HoruNt, of Virginia, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the joint 
resolutions for the reaonexation of Texas to the 
Unidn. 

Mr. HARALSON, who was entitled to the floor 
from yesterday, observed that, having finally suc- 
ceeded, after repthted unsuccessful efforts, in obtain- 
ing the floor, however unprepared be might be to 
enter into the discussion, he would not pass the op- 
portunity over, but proceed at once to give his 
views on thia question, which had been so emphati- 
cally termed the great question of the day. He 
offered to the committee no apology; it would be 
totally unnecessaay to do so; th* qoeation haviitg 
been one of such absorbing interest aot only in thia 
country, but in every country on eutb, that no 
apology was necesMury for ducuanng it. ^e bad 



felt, in common with all th« peot^ of the United 
States, a deep issue which nad been heton the 
country. He acknowledged that there bad not 
been an incident in the histoiy of that gallant little 

ale which had not excited m his bosom the most 
/ sensations. Ever since the people of Texas 
declared their independence, in 1836, be bad looked 
with the most intense interest on everything con- 
nected with their prospects of e^tabliahing their in- 
dependence. He was not ready to admit, with the 
gentleman from Ohio and the gentleman from New 
York, that this question was not brought be- 
fere tbepeople during the last presidential elec- 
tion. We were told (said Mr. HAaALaon) that 
the public mind was not matured on it, and 
that there had been no elections held since this 
question was agitated that tested it; and that it 
should go over to the coming administration, where 
it properly belonged. In fine, that there had been 
no e^^ression of public opinion in relation to tliis 
ouestien. He differed with these gentlemen in 
these views, and he begged leavs, therefore, to give 
his reasons for it. If this question had not been 
decided by the American people in a manner not to 
be mistaken, he asked what kind of issue had ever 
been decided by them. Was this issue not put at the 
Baltimore convention? Gentlemen seemed to have 
forgotten what has taken place in the last twelve 
months. He confessed the question was not a mat- 
ter of issue, so far as his political opponents were 
concerned, for they were divided on it. The ques- 
tion was stronger than democracy itself, for there 
were thousands in the country who were prepared 
to go for Texas, but were prevented from doing ao 
by the course of Mr. Clay himsslf. 

He asked gentlemen to recur to the state of feel- 
ing prevailing here last spring, befon the publica- 
tion of Mr. Clay's Raleigh tetter. Was there a 
man then who dared to avow himself hostile to the 
annexation of Texas, save the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. AoAMt,} the gentleman firom Ohio, 
[Mr. OroDiNoi,] and a few othera, who made a 
proclamation to the world threatening a dissolution 
of the Union if the annexation took place. He 
aaked gentlemen to recall the history of that dajr, 
and say if there were not very few even of the whig 
party who dared avow themselves in opposition to 
that measure, till the Raleigh letter was published. 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL rose, and said that he 
did not know whether the gentleman alluded to him; 
but he would assure him that, from the first mo- 
ment the annexation of Texas was spoken of, he 
hat*, opposed it, and should continue to oppose it as 
long as he lived. 

Mr. HARALSON said, no dotibt the gentleman 
was sincere in the deckiration he had made, and he 
might be one of the exceptions to the general rule 
he liad laid down. 

He spoke ef the public demonstrations which had 
been made in this country, and of the great masses 
which were in fevor of this measure, and especially 
in the southern country. He would not accuse 
those of the whig party who opposed it of adher- 
ing nertinaciously, of pinning their faith to the sleeve 
of the great whig candidate; but he believed they 
were willing to let the question go over for the praiK 
ent, though many of them were more anxious for 
annexation than the democratic party. He spoke 
this with regret; and he knew that there were many 
in the southern country who contended that the 
election of Mr. Clay would more readily secure the 
annexation of Texas than the election of Mr. Polk. 
The gentleman from Pennsvlvania apoke of his op- 
position to the measure; but he spoke of public 
demonstrations made throughout the whole coun- 
try. There were ne public demonstrations against 
the measure; and there was great feeling and anx- 
iety shown to know what were the sentiments of 
Mr. Clay and of Mr. Van Biiren on the subject, to- 
gether with those of other gentlemen who were can- 
didates for the presidency. 

But he would proceeed to show to the House 
thai this question was put in issue to the country 
in the last presidential election, and decided by it. 
Might he bo permitted to read what was put in is- 
sue at the Baltimore convention? He would read 
one of the resolutions of that convention, and let 
gentlemen decide for themselves. (Mr. H. here read 
one of the resolutions of the Baltimore convention, 
declaring our perfect title to the Oregon Territory; 
and that it ought not to be relintiuished to any 
power on earth; also declaring that Texas ought to 
be reannexed to the Union at the earliest possibis 
period; and that it was k great American measure, 
which the convention recoauneuded to (he cortlial 



support of the American people.) This quesden 
was placed in issue so far as the democratic pany 
was concerned. It was not the. issue between m 
two parties, because there were men of the whig 
puty, who were as warmly attached to thia mea- 
sure as any of their opponents; and were witUog to 
carry it out in accortluice with the expressed will 
of the people. But from whom did this resolutios 
of the Baltimore convention come? From a genilt- 
man standing high in the ranks of the democracy 
of New York, and who possessed the respect and 
esteem generally of the people of the whole Union. 
But the gentleman from Ohio said this question wai 
not at issue in the last presidential election; and that 
Mr. Polk was supported without reference to it 

He made some observations in relation to the 
Texas question being an issue in Ohio, and of Uia 
resolutions adopted at tlie convention of the State of 
New York sanctioning tlie resolutions of the Balti- 
more convention. 

Mr. McDOW£XL assured the gentlenian ftom 
Georeia that Texas annexation was an issue in Um 
late ejection in Ohio. 

Mr. HARALSON resumed. He said he wu 
very happy to hear the answer. He then proceeded 
to read the resolutions of the Syracuse convenlioa 
above alluded to, and he commended them to the 

C'cular attention of the gentleman from New 
[ [Mr. Rathbun.] 
Mr. RATHBUN made some expbnation, which 
was not distinctly heard. 

Mr. HARALSON commented on the wonii 
"rightly understood,'* which it was understood were 
in ue resolutions of the New York convention. In 
the State of Georgia, words were taken in their 
ordinary signification, and he did not believe the 
convention at Syracuse intended to leave a door 
through which gentlemen should escape. He vai 
well satisfied that the annexation of Texas wu 
made eui issue by the Baltimore convention, and the 
conventions of the States had responded to the na- 
tional convention, and the late election had decided 
it. The President elect, too, had plainl^r declared 
himself in favor of immediate annexation. Bat 
notwithstanding all these things they were told that 
they must wait a little longer — that the public mind 
was not yet matured; anif that they must leave this 
subject to the next adniinistration — that is, they 
must wait until far-seeing England shall come and 
appropriate that country to herself by moat advan- 
tageous treaties, and until Texas herself, beaten 
down by her frequent rejection, and spumed by the 
American Congress will herself refuse to come in 
at a subiec)uent period, and she will be lost to m 
forever. 

But prejudice had been attempted to be excited 
against the question of annexation, because of the 
pertinacity with which it had been pressed. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BiuNKEauorrl had said 
they deouuided immediate annexation of Texas, but 
they were satisfied that the executive should contin- 
ue to treat and negotiate for Oregon. Now, he 
would reply that there had been no attempt to inter- 
fere, on the pturt of Congress, to obslnict ilie nego- 
tiations of the executive; and this attempt of the 
gentleman from Ohio to create prejudice on this sub- 
ject, he was satisfied, would fail of its object. What 
might be the result of the negotiations in relation to 
Or^on he knew not; but, for himself, it would be 
his pride to extend the laws of this country over 
every foot ef the Oregon Territory. He was pre- 
pared to go to the utmost bounds of the present 
limiu of the United States. Indeed, he was of 
opinion that the whole American coniinent belonged 
lo liberty, and he hoped the time would come when 
no tyrant's foot would pollute tkis land. But the 
gentleman from N«w York [Mr. Rathbcn] had told 
them that he was prepared to go for annexation, 
provided it could be put on ' equitable terms; but 
when those terms came to be undenlood, it appear- 
ed that one Stale was to be formed, and the whole of 
the balance of, perhaps, four States were to be non- 
slavelwlding States. It was surely a most liberal 
propoKlion, for which his (Mr. H.'s) constituents 
were under infinite obligations to that gentleman. 
Mr. RATHBUN explained. 
Mr. HARALSON. Yes, the gentleman would 
leave it to the future Congress. But what right had 
the House to dictate terms to any Slate on coming 
into this Union, except that it shall adopt a republi- 
can form of government? If Ohio should resolv* 
to introduce slavery, what tight would this govern- 
ment have to intei-fere? He then proceeded to no- 
tice the speeches of gentlemen who professed to be 
in favor of annexation, but who rtwted all sorts of 
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conRtitutional scruples. He was disposed to doubt the 
sincerity of such gentlemen. He next referred to 
the territory of the United States, sufficient to form 
fifteen States ss \atge as Virgima, which had been 
so eircuinacribed as to operate unequally against the 
South. He referred to the Missouri compromise, 
and be asked what would be thought by gentlemen 
if the South should desire to carry slaves beyond the 
northern line then drawn.' But he denied that the 
annexation would increase slavery. So soon as 
Texas was annexed, the clause of the constitution 
would operate which has prevented the importation 
of slaves since the year 1808. But a ^rteat difficulty 
in the way was as to the manner in which annexa- 
tion should take place. Some gentlemen were 
sometimes willing to adopt the general-welfare sys- 
tem. Some adopted the clause, "new States may 
be admitted into the Union," but it must be such as 
were made out of the territory which belonged to 
the Uniud States. But he thought a little atten- 
tion to our history would show our constitutional 
right to admit Te.xas into the Union. In 1819, that 
country belonged to the United States; tmd if she 
had so remained, and kad now presented a republi- 
can form of government, would she not have been 
entitled to admission? But she was ceded to Spain. 
Now, suppose Spain had ceded Texas hack again: 
would she not, under like drcumslances, bav« been 
entitled to admission? Most certainly she would. 
Then he contended, as Spain was (Usposscsaed of 
Texas by revolution — by the means by which we 
obtained our freedom — and on Mexico, by the same 
means, had lost the control over Texas— and ss sov- 
ereign power was vested in itself, — Texas had the 
right to retrocede herself to this Union as Spain 
would have hud the right to do before the Mexican 
revolution. t 

He had been arguing to show that this govern- 
ment had all the rights and powers of legulatioD 
with reference to Texas that we would have had, 
had it been immediately retroceded to this country 
by Spain ader the treaty of 1819. 

It had bean argued that this annexation would 
violate our treaty obligations with Mexico. He de- 
nied it; and he called on gentlemen to point to the 
article— to the stipulation to be violated if we annex- 
ed Texas to the tjnltcd Stales. 

One objection to this scheme was, that it would 
reduce the price of loads in this country. He ad- 
mitted that this would be the affect to a certain de- 
gree; bat it would injure none but land speculators — 
uoae who had large quantities. The fanner, who 
had his tntct of land under cultivaltoo, was not in- 
jured, whil* he held it, by the &1I of the prise of land, 
because it yielded as abundant harvests of com, and 
all other productions. If he Wished to sell, why, if 
he was obliged to sell at a lower price, all other land 
was equally reduced, and with the money recieved 
At)m his land he could buy an equal amount of 
land elsewhere; and an amount equal to what he 
could have parehased with the proceeds of his land, 
had it maintained its former price, (as the same 
would have been the case with other lands.) It 
could injure none, then, but speculators. He laoked 
upon the reduced price of lands in this country as a 
great blessing to the great mass of the people; and 
for the benefit of the mass it was their duty to legis- 
late. 

He referred to the argument of Mr. BaiNKERHorF, 
who insisted that the territory of Texas should be 
equally divided into shveholdine and non-slave- 
holding territory; and to the remarks of other gentle- 
men, that the lash was held over northern democrats 
by the South to whip them into the ranks. He de- 
nied this; and said that the first intimation of appeal 
to sectional interests, and of arraying one portion of 
the Union against the other, had come from the 
North. The South held no such language; they de- 
aired to hold no such language. 

He scouted the objection of Mr. Sbvikaxcx to 
annexation — that we were not sure England would 
permit it. He felt humiliated, and he had frequents 
•y feh so when he saw (he had no reference to par- 
ticular gentlemen) thKt Mexico and England had as 
warm advocates on this door as if they were legally 
represented here. Texas was independent; we had 
recognised her independence long since, and so had 
most of the great nations of Uie globe; hence he 
(ontended that none had anyUiing to say on this 
question of annexation but Texas and the United 
Suies. 

. After passing in rapid review several other objec- 
tions, ana replying thereto — especially the argument 
■gainst the military advantages of annexation, made 
by Mr. BATnnm, and founded on • latur wriUaa 



by General Jackson in 1820, to which he replied 
by quoting other passages from the same letter, 
which went to show that General Jackson main- 
tained that, for the present, we ought to be content 
with Florida, on the ground that the coast ot Flo- 
rida was defended by proper, ample fortications, 
which fortifications Mr. H. added did not exist — 
he brought his remarks to a close by expressing 
his firm belief that it was for the best interests ^ 
both countries that this union should take place be- 
tween them; and his warm hope that, wnen they 
came to a vote on this question, a voice would go 
forth from this House responsive to the voice of the 
people of this Union, and that Texas would be an- 
nexed to our country during the present session of 
Congress. 
Mr. H.'s hour having. expired. 
Among some twenty competitors for the floor, 
Mr. COLLAMER was successful in catching the 
chairman's eye. The present aspect of the question 
seemed to be that they had fallen upon the project 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. M. Bhowh,] 
which, in its substantial provisions, had been intro- 
duced by the fentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Born] 
and accepted by the gentleman from "lllir.ois [Mr. 
DorcLASi] as a substitute for his amendment, and 
wasnow the pending question. Under this it was pr»r 
posed to annex Texas as a State. There seemed also 
some leading principles involved, which they consid- 
ered important, viz: that while we took Texas we 
could not take her debt, and would leave her lands to 
pay that debt with. He proceeded to aijue that it was 
utterly impossible to avoid her debt if we annexed 
Texas. If a country owed debts, those who held 
those debts had, for a security, the eminent domain 
of the country; that was the power which the sovs- 
rsien country had to take all the resources, public 
and private, of the couatry, the proceeds of her cus- 
tom nouses, Ac, &c. if we annexed Texas, we 
took her eminent domain, or a portion of it. It was 
true that this proposition provided that she should 
retain her lands; out we were to have the proceeds 
of her customs. Hence, if we assumed the sove- 
reignty of Texas, the debts of Texas became an in- 
cumbrance upon the whole eminent domain of this 
country. He argued that this consequence was in- 
evitable; and, to sustain this, be quoted Vattel, where 
one country merged its sovereignty into anodier. 
As a practical example of this, he referred to the 
fact, that when Frederick of Prussia took the king- 
dom of Silesia, which owed debts to England, he was 
obliged to pay those debts. 

But it was said by gentlemen that we did not take 
the sovereignty of Texas; that she herself retained 
it, if she came as a Stale into the Union. He de- 
nied this, contending that we took the eminent do- 
main of Texas. It was true, the proceeds of her 
lands were leA her; but we took the power of levy- 
ing and collecting duties at her custom-houses — the 
great sources of revenue. Hence, whatever Texas 
did not pay, we became responsible for. There 
were citizens of England, France, and other coun- 
tries, who had claims against Texas. If Texas did 
not meet them, they went to their governments 
and eisked them to enforce their payment, as was al- 
ways dpne by governments; as had been done in di- 
vers cases by this country. Their government re- 
placed, we cannot go to her; we cannot make repri- 
sals on Texas; we cannot send our ministers to her. 
Mr. C. continued to argue that, in the event of the 
annexation of Texas, the United States would be 
responsible for her debts; and that -there would be 
no way of getting rid of them but by repudiation. 
The next point on which he touched was that 
the measure would involve war. He argued that 
Texas was a revolted colony of Mexico, and that 
the the latter possessed the right, of which she coiild 
not be divested, of reconquering the former; that a 
war between the two countries did exist, even if it 
was not an active war, and that the United States, 
by taking Texas, would become a party to it. His 
next objection was, that it was a sutveholding coun- 
try, and that the acquisition of it was designed to 
extend and perpetuate slavery; and therefore the 
free Slates of the North could not give their appro- 
bation to it. He belived slavery toM a great evil, 
though sonthem gentlemen were of a differsnt opin- 
ion; and, though he was not disposed to interfere 
wiUi it OS it existed under the guaranties of the con- 
stitution, yet he never would agree to extend it fur- 
ther. He beUeved, however, Uiat the real object in 
view by these who were so anxious for the annex- 
ation of Texas, was for the purpose of strengthening 
the politieal power of tbeSouu. 
lie made aonM reowrki on the inequality of the 



proposed division of Texas, and then objected to 
annexation on the ground that it was an attempt at 
unlimited foreien acquisition. He took a rapid sur- 
vey of the conduct of the nations of the earth, and 
their attempt at acquisition of territory, and depicted 
the dangers which it involved. He objected to an- 
nexation because of the inconsistency which it 
fixed on those who advocated it. Ho also objected be- 
rause it was not only an attempt to annex foreign 
territory, but foreign jurisdiction, which was a gla- 
ring paradox. It was an attempt to annex foreign 
junsdiction by the exercise of jurisdiction. Before 
this could be done, he said the territory must be ac- 
quired by the treaty-making power, and then they 
cs«ld exercise jurisoiction over it. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR said he did not ex- 
pect to say anything aew, or anything that 
could interest the House, aAer so much had been 
said by so many gentlemen ; but he availed 
himself^ of this opportunity of stating the views 
which would guide him in the vote he should give. 
He then stated that for twentyyears he had been in 
favor of the annexation of Texas, but he must 
nevertheless be satisfied with the terms by which it 
was to be>done, before he should sanction it. He 
must be satisfied that it was consummated consist- 
ently with the principles of the constitution. He 
alluded to the irequent decU^tion that the people 
had settled the question, and to the rasohiuons of 
the Baltimore convention; but still he held that the 
terms and time and manner were the legitimate 
subjects for the consideration of the represrnlatives 
of tne people; amongst other things, he never could 
go for any measure of annexation that would in- 
volve the assumption of the debts of Texas. If 
such a principle were ever to be adopted in this coun- 
try, the States of this Union would have the better 
claim; but even that had been deemed highly inex- 
pedient. And yet the two hundred million of States 
debts had been contracted with the best motives, 
not merely for the purpose of advancing local in- 
terests, but of developing the resources of the whole 
country, and to contnbute to the general prosperity 
of the nation. 

In this laudable enterprise they found themselves 
involved in a weight of indebtedness, both the old 
States and the rising empires of the West, whidi 
was crushing their enemies to the earth. If ever the 
national government could be induced to assume the 
power of enlarged construction, it would be in a 
case like this. But the sentiment of the people of 
the country had been declared against it. No man 
would say he believed that assent could be obtained. 
But wliat did they propose to do? To assume tlie 
debts of a foreign State, and these to an unlimited 
amount — an amount concerning which they had no 
authentic information such as would justity the ac- 
tion of prudent legislatora. Resolutions of inquiry 
concerning this amount had been adopted both by 
the Senate and the House of Representatives, and 
they remained unanswered; leaving them without 
any information whatever on this point. It was 
said we had the lands of Texas with which to pay 
her debts; but against this Mr. S. urged that we 
neither knew the amount of her territory entire, nor 
the amount which still remained unappropriated. 
We did know, from the history of the times, that 
grants, and extensive grants, had been made suc- 
cessively by Spain, by Mexico, and by Texas; and 
no man had any facts in his possession which en- 
abled him to approximate in the least degree to the 
amount of the lands which remained unappropriated, 
and would go to the payment of her debts. We 
were then i^led on to assume an unlimited amount 
of indebtedness for a small amount — ^perhaps a mini- 
mum of territory. 

He could not, therefore, vote for any of the prop- 
ositions before them under these circumstances. 
Whether the territory was acquired by legislation 
or by treaty, he should insist on the settlement of 
this important question, that we knew how much 
we purchased, and how much we paid for it, before 
he could give his assent to it. 

Mr. S. now came to the consideration of the Ques- 
tion as connected with the sobjeet.of slavery. This 
question of annexation had always heretofore been 
considered a national question. He regretted that it 
had now been divested — at least, in part — of that 
high character. The gentleman from South Caroli- 
na [Mr. HoLMEi] haa adverted to a strong under- 
current which he regretted to see fitting from the 
North against this measure. There was a strong 
under-current against it from the manner in which, 
of late, it had unfortimately been mresenled to ihe 
country. It ori^nated (aoid Mr. Sl^ twenty year^ 
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Bgo, when the demgti wtM firet brtmgbt boldly for- 
ward to enlai]ge the power of the alaTcholding Statei 
ofthii Union, when Minouri waa about to come 
into iho Union. He referred to the general excite- 
ment felt ihrouehout the country at that time, and 
particularly to the reeolation* passed by the Ieg;i8la- 
tuie of Now York in 1820, and repealed by the 
leeislatnre of 1831, protesting against the future ad- 
mission of any slaveholding &atea, to be formed 
out of tenitory not belonging to our country at the 
formation of this Union.. These resolutions (he 
said) expressed the sober sentiments at the predc nl 
lime of the peaceable citizens of that State. They 
had beaii, they were now, and he trusted they ever 
would remain, willing and anxious to abide by the 
guaranties of the constitution. That excitement 
passed avray; but the under.current connected with 
It had been revived and strengthened by the pro- 
ceedings of southern gentlemen with reference to 
the right of petition. He adverted to the history 
of these proceedings; to the adaption of the rule ex- 
cluding abolition petitions; adopted, he had uo doubt, 
from eood motives by gentlemen from the South, 
but which had stimulated and revived this feeling, 
and legitinuitely, aa he contended. 

But lliis was not all. The ijuestion had , hitherto 
been deemed a national question, and, as such, had 
received the sanction of the whole country. He 
glanced at the history of the successive neeoiiations 
for the acquisition of Texas under the admiuistra- 
tion of Mr. Adams in 18525, and of General Jackson 
in 1GS9, and also in 1835, to show that it had uni- 
fbrmly heretofore been considered a national ques- 
tion. It had been reserved to the present period, 
when this fever of reannexation so suddenly raged, 
to urge this question as a sectional question, in the 
langu<^re of ins chairman ot the Committee on For- 
eign Alfaira [Mr. C. J. Inoersoll] as a southern 
measure, embracing slavery and all. Not only this, 
hut in the diplomatic correspondence of persons 
dtanding high m office, it had been made to savor 
of the same idea; and it stood before the world that 
this, which had formerly been conceded a great na- 
tional measure, to be consummated in that feeling 
of brotherhood that should influence every portion 
of this confederacy in the attainment of a great na- 
tional object, had been dragged tlown into a scheme 
for the purpose of one section, and the domestic in- 
Mitulions of one section of the country. It was this, 
combined with the other consideration to which he 
had referred, that had given strength and power to 
that under-current which was selling; against this 
measure. In whatever form, then, thi* project was 
consummated, whether by legislation (which be be- 
lieved not the constitutional mode) or by treaty, this 
important questinn of slavery or non-slavery ought 
to be settled at the time, to inslanli, with the act of 
annexation. 

Alluding to the argument of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [ftlr. Cobb,] Mr. S. denied tliat the guar- 
anties of the constitution with reference to slavery 
extended to foreign territory which we might ac- 
quire. After giving his views as to what the com- 
promise was, Tie said he did not understand that a 
part of it was, tliat within tlie extension of this re- 
public in its future growth, the peculiar domestic in- 
stitutions of the South should advance port p<utu at 
the expense and under the protection of the other 
portions of the Union. 

Mr. S. maintained that the l^fislative power of 
the country had no right to acquire foreign territory 
or admit a foreign Slate into the Union, and went 
nn at length to argue that point — referring in the 
course of his argument to the acquisition of the 
Louisiana territory when it was necessary to use the 
treaty-making power for that object. He further 
ofiered as an additional argument why Texas could 
not be admitted on the terms proposed, that she 
could not send senators and representatives to Con- 
gress with the constitutional qualification of seven 
and nine years' residence. 

Mr. HAMLIN observed that he rose for the pur- 
pose of mingling in this debate, with but little hope 
or expectation that any suggestions he might oiler 
would produce nn impression in these walls. The 
importance of the question, and the deep and mo- 
mentotia inteiest wnich was involved in it, must be 
his excuse for troubling this committee within his 
brief hour, and then to be heard no more. We 
have, said he, a country stretching from the frozen 
regions of the North to the tropical climate of the 
South. We have aeacoast extending back to the 
shores washed by the Pacific ocean, vast in extent, 
and embracing in iu circuit atmoat every climate, 
^ott ever^r induitria) fumii whieh msrki th« 



world; and it must occur to every mind that any 
government stretching its powers over such a vast 
extent must be one of compromise. On compro- 
mise our republican form of government was based. 
Viewing tlie question in such a light, let us (said 
Mr. H.^ come to the consideration of it with feel- 
ings and purposes equal to its importance. Gentle- 
men who had preceded him in tnis debate hsd so 
ably discussed the constitutional question involved 
in it, that he should not enter upon it. He should 
content himself with simply saying, that from a 
cool and calm consideration of the matter he had 
come to the conclusion that he would give his sanc- 
tion to the annexation of Texas upon such consid- 
erations and such restrictions as would make it what 
it was chimed to be — a national question. More- 
over, he was for immediate annexation, though he 
had indulged the ho|ie that the consummation of 
tliis measure would have been left to the coming ad- 
ministration, which would have (as he trusted and 
believed it would) the confidence of the people. As 
the present administration possessed the respect and 
confidence of no party and no man, he wished this 
question to go over to one which would have the 
confidence of the coiinlry. As, however, the sub- 
ject is now before the House, it is our duty (said 
Mr. H.) to treat it with all the deliberation and re- 
flexlion which its importance deservts. 

He would first propose to show that this question 
had not been presented to the House in a national 
aspect, and he would then proceed to show in what 
manner it ought to be presented to make it worthy 
of the attention of a government founded on com- 
promise. This question, which ought to be pre- 
sented as a great national one, had oeen dragged 
down from its towering height to the grovelling po- 
sition of a slavery question. Let us, said he, 
trace it from its first appearance in this hall to 
the position in which it now appears on your 
table. He knew that, for great and national 
purposes, the acquisition of Texas had been the 
desideratum with several of our administrations for 
years post, and for these considerations he cheerful- 
ly gave it his approbation. But what wos the origin 
of the present measure for the annexation of a wr- 
eign power to this Union.' It originated in a mere 
rumor, slated in s letter from a gentleman of Balii- 
tjtiore, that the British government designed to abol- 
ish slavery in the republic of Texas. Such was the 
language of the lomented Upshur, when he called 
the attention of the American agents in Texas to the 
subject. Such was the basis on which the authori- 
ties of Texas were invited to open negotiations for 
their union with this country. Yes; an idle rumor 
had force enough to engage the attention of our gov- 
ernment. 

He then traced that eorrespond^tnce, referring to 
the correspondence of Mr. Calhoun, particularly 
his letter to our minister in France, from which he 
read extracts to show that the object of this annex- 
ation was to uphold and extend slavery; and he 
then denied the truth of that portion of the instruc- 
tions to our French minister which said that the 
slave power of this country was the great uphold- 
ing power of this republic, and that it was spread- 
ing civilization throughout the world. But, tracing 
the same subject, he read an extract from the speech 
of the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, and then asked how thev were to avoid the 
conclusion ef which he had spoken. But he stopped 
not there in the progress of its history, and the 
evidence of that design. He read extracts Oom 
the message of the governor of South Carolina, di- 
rected attention to a speech made by Mr. Felix 
Houston in Mississippi within a (kvi weeks, and 
also to the debates on this floor, in the course of 
which gentlemen had narrowed it down from its 
nationalgrandeur and national importance. 

He then proceeded to notice tnc proposition he- 
fore the committee, which he enumerated, which 
amonnled to the same intimation that this territory 
must come in as slave territory. He was himself 
in favor of the abstract proposition of annexation, 
and he was willing to leave the details for the fu- 
ture, if gentlemen would depl fairly with them, and 
agree that it should be so; but he doubted their will- 
ingness so to leave it. It had been said that the peo- 
ple had settled this onestion in the late election. 
That they had decidea in favor of annexation, he 
believed; but they had prescribed and settled the de- 
tailSj he did not believe. He spoke of his exertions 
in his own State during the late canvass, and the 
grounds there taken. This being a country whose 
constitution was based on compromises, they took 
the pDwi in bit Stott, th«t compronuM must be 



resorted to in this matter; but they concluded 
that it would be the means of admitting more 
free Slates than slave States. He referred to the 
reaolutions of the legishtture of New Hampshire, 
and said it was clearly shown that the basis of those 
resolutions was, that it would be the means of 
admitting more free than slaves States. He refer- 
red to the bill introduced into the Senate by Mr. 
Hatwood, the senator from North Carolina, and 
added that his bill spoke mudi for tlie heart, but 
more for the head of that gentleman. Of slavery he 
did not intend to speak, for the eloquent Pinckney 
had done it for him; he had declared that its foot- 
steps were marked with blight wherever it had 
touched the green sod of the earth. He (Mr. H.) 
only took it as an evil which had been entailed upon 
tham by the mother country, and ihey must direct 
and control it as they best could. He was willing 
to enter into compromise on this suliject, because he 
believed annexation was of national importance, and 
that it Would promote northern commerce, ogrical- 
ture, and industrious pursuits. It would also bene- 
fit the South, because it would give them the monop- 
oly of the cotton growing for tlie supply of the for- 
eign mnikels. Of the military advantages, he agreed 
with the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Rxth- 
BUN,] thai they were not of much worth. He was 
desirons that a portion of this territory should be 
left free for the industry of northern people; and 
when they had levelled the loresls, and established 
themselves there, he would leave it to themselves to 
establish slavery if they thought proper, but of that 
he was satisfiecl there uiis nn fear. 

Let it be settled now, so that it shall better be 
known to the one or the other designing to orcnpy 
this territory, to what portion of it they might direct 
their immigration. 

He alluded to the jeers, the taunts, that had been 
thrown out in the prepress of this debate; and when 
they came, the language of his heart was to burl 
back those taunts. Reflection, however, had chas- 
tened his feelings on this point. It never becanve 
statesmen, in discussing great national questions, 
to descend to taunts, and to provoke sectional feel- 
ings and prejudices. If there were those who could 
find consolation in this course of debate, they were 
welcome to it. He referred 40 the golden period 
when the South and the North stood side by side 
aa brothers on this floor, and throughout the coun- 
try; and after pronouncing a glowing euloginm on 
the disinterested, noble patriotism and virtues of 
both sections of the Union, he dropped a passing 
lamentation that the South was no longer found in 
this position. He now came (he said) with tit* 
olive-<>ranch of peace; he same in favor of uniting 
on onS common ground, respectful both to Ihe 
North and the South; and then we would plant oar 
stars and stripes, ahd they should float over Texaa 
forever, and march on until they should wave on 
the shores of the Pacific in the distant Oregon. 

Mr. H. remarked that his lime had so nearly ex- 
pired, that he would be able barely to enter on 
another branch of his ai^ument. He would there- 
fore conclude his remarks by saying to those who 
were true fHends of annexation — let them in the 
spirit of compromise meet in this matter, and, on 
that ground, slike respectful to all, let them consum- 
mate this great measure, which should redound tb 
the glory of our republic throughout all coming 
lime. 

Mr. FICKLIN next obtained the floor, and said 
the reannexation of Texas is a national, and not a 
party question; and no drill, however rigid, can give 
It a purely porly cast. It is proper that it should be 
so. Acting, as all of us should, upon a high respon- 
sibility to our constituents, I trust I ahall ever have 
the charity to accord to others who incline to a 
difllsrent course from me honesty and integrity of 
purpose, and at the aime time to give a hearty wel- 
come to all who may uuite with us for the consum- 
mation of this momentous object. I shall not, there- 
fore, view this aa a party or sectional measure, 
whether southern or nnrtnem, but as one having 
"as large a charter as the wind," nnd coextensive 
with the varied interests of soil and climate of our 
great and glorious republic. 

Now that the bitter and excited feelings-of the 
presidential contest are lulled to rest, in vain may 
the self-constituted leaders of the two gieat polilicu 
parties, attempt to give tone and complexion to the 
potiticttl opinions of the masses, on a subject vbich 
comes directly home to their "business aijd bosoms." 
"The heart is a free and fetterless thin^" and no 
practised hand is needed to touch the strings, vhen 
OAtun benelf epetki in a voice of th* pttreat hv- 
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mony. The people are alive to their ■jrtnpathies, 
and their judgment follow* the honect eonnetions of 
right. 

A* regard* the claim of Mexico to the territory of 
the republic of Texas, and the eoosequent right of 
consuitaiion as to the terms of reannexation, I 
wholly deny that Mexico has any well-founded 
CLAIM, as recognised by the law of notions. That 
claim she long since preferred on the field of battle, 
and the story of the disas rous' result in her annals 
was not more fatal to her interests, than glorious to 
the first beams of the lone star of the nascent re- 
public of tho South. She drew the sword 
to decide her rights; she was met most man- 
fully with hearts of steel and arms of 
strength; she met the Anglo-Saxon sons of 
a new world, that had waged war under adverse 
circumstances with the most formidable power of 
Europe, in the cause of human liberty — not intru- 
ders, indeed, upon her soil, but men who were in- 
vited by her policy to make Texas one of the united 
Mexican States, and who looked to the liberal pro- 
tection of her laws. They were deceived. The mo- 
ment she asserted her despotic authority, thafmo- 
ment she \niM met at the threshold with resistance. 
The fight of freedom was committed to noble hands; 
and that fight was nobly wen. Has Mexico prose- 
cuted her claim with a further appeal to arms) All 
that she has attempted has been a trifling border 
warfare, discreditable to herself, and calculated to 
excite the contempt of her enemy, and all nations. 

In regard to the title to the soil, it appear* that 
the section of country known as Texas was discov- 
ered and settled in 1685 by La Salle, under the au> 
■pices of the King of France; was ceded in the year 
1763 by France to Spain; in 1800 was ratroceded 
by Spam to France; in 1803 was ceded by Franca 
to the United States; and in 1819 it was ceded 
by the United Slates to Spain.' Four months 
after the treaty of 1819, the Texians, in grand 
council assembled, solemnly protested against the 
act by which they were sought to be transferred to 
the Spanish crown, as is here shown by an extract 
from the proceedings of the meeting: 

•The re«ent treaty betwean f)pain and the United States 
of America hai dissipated on illusion too long fondljr cli«r> 
Ubed, and hai- roused the citizens of Texas from the torpor 
ioto vUicb a fancied security had lulled them. Thej have 
•eonthemtelves, by a convention to which they weieno 
pony, abaodcned to the dominion of the crown pf Spain, 
and left a prey not only to impositions already intolerable, 
but to all Inose exactions which Snaidih npacity is capable 
of devising. The cititens of Texas would nave proved 



thomtelve* unn-orthy of the age ia which they lire— un- 
worthy of their ancestry of the kindred repatuca of the 
Ameticaa contineat — could they have hesitated, in thia 
eroergencv. a> to what course to punue. Spaming tho Ibt. 
ten of colonial vaualage— disdaining to sobnlt to the moat 
atroeioaa despotism that ever diagraceA the annais of En- 
rope — they have resolved, under the blessing of Ood, to be 
free." 

By the treaty of Cordova, in 1831, (but which 
■be ■absequently disavowed,) Spain acknowledged 
the independence of Motco; and it was not till 
1836 diat she consummated that recognition. In 
1824, a confederation of the several Mexican State* 
was formed under a constitution modelled after that 
of the United States, and the Territory of Texas 
became a member of that confederation. It there- 
fore follows that so long ^a the govemment thus 
formed adhered, in good faith, to the principles upon 
which it was based, all of its memben (Texas in- 
clusive) wera bound to sustain its acta, and yield 
obedience to it* laws. Did Texas do so? Even her 
enemies will net controvert the point with her. 

Let us examine, then, the true causes of sepata^ 
tion. From 1810 to the present moment, Mexico 
ha* been alternately convulsed by rebellion*, in*ur> 
rections, and civil wars. 

A corrupt priesthood, with an affiliated moneyed 
aristocracy, have waged unceasing war upon the 
Ubertie* of the people. Hidalgo, Arho was himself 
a prieet,) Iturbide, Bustamente, Santa Anna, and 
Parades, have each, in turn, placed themselve* at 
the head of a mercenary soldiery to overthrow the 
existing government. Qenerals, preaidenis, and 
priests have alternately been invested with the im- 
penaUuirpte, have wielded the despotic sceptre, and 
icmmged place* with a rapidity (caroely equal- 
'tbe "mock dignitaries of the che**-boaird." 
tfico has been literally a land of "wan and ru- 
ittort of wan," whilst rapine, plunder, and the 
spoil* of eonciuest *eem to be the only lentiment 
that animates the bosom of her people, and the onlv 
incentive that can summon them to trie battle field. 
They an most emphatically a sordid and trtacher- 
on* people, and art •( lU tin**, upra a montMit'* 
wuaiaf, 



"Ripe for revolt and greedy for reward." 

One of these convulaions and insurrection* termi- 
nated in the overthrow of the federal government, to 
which Texas had given her consent and hod become 
a party. 

Santa Aniut, who. was the victoriotu leader of 
a successful soldieiy, expelled the Mexican Con- 
gress at the point of'^the bayonet, and established in 
m 1834, upon the ruins of the republican govern- 
ment ofMexico, a great central military despotism, 
to which Texas .refused her assent, and protested 
against the act as one of lawless usurpation; where- 
upon her people established a republican govern- 
ment which has ever since been upon the tide of 
aucceasful experiment. 

The diflTercnce between the United State* and 
Texa* in establishing their respective government*, 
may be comprised m a nut-shell; <md it i* thia: 
Our States were once colonies of Oreat Britain; in 
consequence of the oppressive laws of her Parlia- 
ment we revolted and achieved our independence. 
Texas was one of the mimbera of the confederation 
forming the republic of Mexico. That government 
was subverted by military force; not by the revolt 
of the citizen* or Texas, nor by any act of theira, 
proximate or ramote, but by the blood-thinty in- 
euigent Santa Anna, who sought by military force 
to extend his authority over Texas. Was she bound, 
either legally or morally, to submiu' Had the con- 
sent of the governed ever been obtained to the es- 
tablishment of this new military despotism? These 
an questions of such easy solution that they need 
not be illustrated by argument. 

This new-fledgeii government of Santa Anna 
could not nghtfully be extended over Texas any 
more than it could over Canada; and the only way 
ill which it could be riveted upon the people of 
either country was by the exercise of brute force. 

Sudi was the coarse adopted by Santa Anna; 
and his disastrous defeat and capture on the plains 
of San Jacinto attest how far his efforts were attend- 
ed with success. That battle was to Texas what 
the battle of Yorktown was tp the United States— 
"thecrowning glory of the whole war," — the wreath 
of victory, dedicated by the sword in each coimtry 
to liberty and independence. 

Santa Anna and his principal generals in com- 
mand very soon afler acknowledged the independ- 
ence of Texas, which was succ«ded by a similar 
recognition on the part of the most powerful nation* 
of the earth. 

All remember that, in that conflict, Santa Anna 
and hi* troop* Were made prisonen of war. they 
were treated with humanity, were discharged un- 
harmed, and their property restored to them, and 
they were permitted to return home with their bag- 
gage ami munitions of war. Santa Anna himsdf 
was brought into the United States^ to shield him 
from the merited vengeance of the mjured and out- 
raged Texians. He visited the capital and oUier 
principal citie* of thi* nation, and returned to Mex- 
ico in safety. 

Contrast, in this particular, the conduct of the 
Texians with that of the Mexicans on similar occa- 
sion*. Who can ever forget the deeds of blood and 
cruelty perpetrated by Mexico upon her prisoneit 
of war, and the brave men who were overpowered 
by numbers? 

Need 1 remind thi* Hou*e of the ruthles* butch- 
ery at (3oliad and at the Alamo? I* not the Mexi- 
can escutcheon crimaoned and blotched with the 
tdood of innocent men, deliberately ihot down, in 
violation of the law of nations, of humanity, and 
the moat solemn treaty stipulations? Doe* not the 
blood of Crockett ana hi* companions in arm* "cry 
to us Crom the ground" for revenge? 

The ferocious and untutored Indian, when the bat- 
tle is ended, feels some emotions of human sympa- 
thy for his victim; but the barbarous and cruel 
Mexican, destitute of noble impulae*, ha* an eye 
that melt* not, and a heart that yearns not, at human 
suffering and misery. In the war of extermination 
againat Texas, the father and son, mothfsr and 
daughter, decrepid age and vigorous jnanhood, 
smiung in&ncy and rosy youth, sunk alike into one 
common grave, and "the deep reveraion of delayed 
revenge" will one day be visited upon them for their 
atrociou* deeds. Viewed in any Ught, Mexico can- 
not, I apprehend, maintain a shadow of claim to 
Texas. Her independence rests upon the same 
basis as our own, fortified by the additional argu- 
ment that she did not rebel against a subsisting 
government that had jurisdiction over her, •■ w« 

TIm boundary of Tczm hM been ably debated 



by some who have preceded me, and, as it will in 
all probability be Ml to future negotiation to settle, 
I need only remark that France, Spain, the United 
States, and Texas, have always claimed 'hat the 
boundary was as far west as the Rio del Norte; and 
they are sustained in this view by the Spanish 
geographere themselves. 

Having shown, as I think, that Mexico has no 
claim to th* territory of Texas, and no right to ex- 
pect that she shall be consulted in the mailer, I next 
proceed to inquire if the United States may right- 
fully acquire foreign territory, and admit it a* a 
State or States into this Union. 

We have two precedents for the acquisition and 
admission of fereign territory; one in the case of the 
treaty of 1803, by which Louisiana (Texan included) 
was obtained, and subseciuently new State* were 
were formed out of part of that territory; and tha 
treaty of 1819, by which the Florida* were acquired, 
and are now knocking at the door for admisaion into 
the Union. But apart from precedent, the power is 
conferred by express grant in the constitution of th* 
United States, and the limitation* upon thi* grant of 
power no not inhibit its exercise in thar present in- 
stance. 

The articles of confederation contain the following 
provision for the admiseion of Canada and other 
foreign territory: 

"AaT. II. Canada aeoodtng to this eonfoderstion, and 
SoMng in the measures of the United States, shall be *d- 
mittedinto, and entitled to all the advantages of this Union, 
but no other colony shall be adttittad Into th* same, unloas 
such admission l>e agreed to by nine States." 

When the convention aaaembled to remodel the 
article* of confederation, and to *up«rsede them by 
a constitution, the question was fairly at issn* 
whether the power to admit Slates out of foreign 
territory shotild, or should not, be restricted. Short- 
ly after the meeting of the convention, Edmund 
Randolph, of Virginia, presented a draft of a consti- 
tution containing the following provision on thia 
aubject; 

"10. AcMlrtd, That provblon oagbttobe msde for the 
edmlMlon of Statat IswAiUy arialng within the limits of the 
United Stataa, whether from a voluntary Junction of gov- 
ernment or territorjr, or otherwise, with tne consent of a 
number of voices in the national legislature less than tho 
whole."— 4<* tel. Bllill't Dthtta, p. 43. 

The draft next preeenled wa* that of Mr. Charles 
Pinckney, of South Carolina, embodying on that 
aubject this proposition: 

"Aar. 14. The legialatore shall have power to admit new 
Stataa into the Unloa on the same terms with the oiiginial 
States, provided two-thirds of the members pretest in both 
houses agree.''74i* cot. ElUoU't Dtbtltt, p. 46. 

A third draft of a constitution was submitted by 
Mr. Patterson, of New Jersey, embodyUtg thi* 
proposition: 

"8. Racltii, That provblon ought to be made for the ad- 
mission of new SUtea into the Union."— 4(Jk rel. EUMl't 
Dattu.p. n. 

On the 33d and 36th days of July, 1787, the sev- 
eral propositions or drafts of a consiitution of 
Messn. Randolph, Pinckney, and Patterson, were 
referred to a committee of detail, (consisting of 
Messrs. Rutledge, Randolph, Gorham, Ellsworth, 
and Wilson,) for the purpose of reporting a consti- 
tution. Thi* committee of five, on the 6th day of. 
Aoguat, 1787, reported a plan of a conatitution, with 
thi* provision: 

"AST. 17. New Stataa, lawfully eoaatituted. or eetab- 
lishad within the limiu of the United States, may bo ad- 
mitted by the legislature into this government; but to sach 
admission the consont of two-tbirda of the memlwra present 
In each HooM shall b* aaesiat;. If a new State (hall aria* 
within the Unit* of any of the present States, the consent 
of the legialatoraa of such States shall also be necessary to 
its admisuoiL If the admiaaion be consented to, the new 
State* aball b« admitted on the same tenni with the original 
States. But the legialatnre may nake conditiona with tb* 
new States eoneeniinc tlie public debt which ahall b* then 
aubsisting."— £U<o»'< JMtei, M vol., p. 123. 

After maturely conaidering the several plan* pre- 
cented, a* well thoee permitting the admiaaion of 
new States to he formed out of foreign territory as 

„ those prohibiting it, Congies* adopted the following 

if article: 

■'Aar. 4, sac. *. New States may he admitted by the 
Congiesa into thia Union; but no new Stats shall be foraml 
or erected withia the Jurisdiction of any other State; not 
any State be fotned by the Jonotion of two or moco States, 
or parts of States, without the consent of the legislature* 
of tta States concerned, as well as of the Congreaa."— Stc 
Mt ft. EUl0iet Dtialei, p*ft l»-*,iultlhtaeH<mi/Ht 
canvelUiais OH tkUftrnturt i» tkt etHtUutlfn. 

The phiaaeology of ^is aeetion i* clear and com- 
preheiMive. It make* no distinction a* to th* ad- 
mi**ion of State* between territory within or with- 
out die United StMei. The ianguafe eotptoye^ 
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rannot be so tortured as to mean or intend anything 
else thM to leave to the discretion of Congris the 
ino8t unrestrained freedom on this subject. 

The queglion of slavery having been made to oc- 
cupy a conspicuous position in this debate, I cannot 
forbear giving it a pausing notice. The result of inv 
obaetvBUon is, that the free negro is more degraded, 
more addicted to crime, more stinted for food and 
raiment, and more miserable, in this country, than 
the slave. Yet if negro slavery could be extermi- 
nated from the land, without substituting white 
slavery in its »teMl, and without mmistering to 
British power and cupidity, I should rejoice to see 
it. I am not, however, prepared to witness, without 
a murmur, the obtrusive interference of that proud 
and imperious nation with the slave (question on 
this continent. In a book entitled ■■Martm's British 
Colonics," and inscribed to the aevereign of Great 
Britain, in vol. 4, page 7, of the introduction, this 
tiigaificfuit language is employed: 

"It ii our duty aa Chrlitiiuis (and, u mar lie inr<;rred, onr 
immediate and alio remott) ialerest as Inerchants) to pros©, 
cute, with uqceasinff energy— tirst, the total, unreserved, 
nod nncouditionaj abulitiou of aU maiiUmetrBfic in ilavea 
carried on hy any natiua in alliauco with th« British crown; 
aeoondly, tn promote, by every peaceful and lawful meaa* 
ure, the eiiiancj[»atlon of every plave in the United 9tate<, 
and throughout the colonies of European nations.** 

Here is a strange conmiincling of Christian du- 
ties with the interest of merchants, in order to bring 
both to bear upon slavery in the United States. 
This shows clearly that religion is made the cloak 
under which to prosecute this hypocritical emsade 
against slavery. 

It is a primary feature of her policy to enjoy the 
monopoly of the tropical productions. The culture 
of cotton, rice, sugar, and cod*ee, enter largely into 
her schemes of ambitious speculation. Before she 
cm obtain a controlling influence in the growing of 
these articles, it Isi first necessary to abolish slavery 
in the United Slates and Texas; and she is willing 
to avail herself of the present precarious condition 
of Texas to effect that object. Hence you see arti- 
cli>!! in the leading British joumalsj declaring that 
if "Texas had consented to abohsh slavery, all 
her political diificolties would long since liave been 
terminated." 

Briti-sh statesmen also assert that if slavery is abol- 
iiihrd In Texas, it will destroy the institution in the 
United StaUs, by cutting off the principal tnaricet for 
slave.-?. Their press and the speeches of their orators 
trera with denunciations of slavery on this conti- 
nent; and why? Not from feelings of true sympa- 
thy or nnafiecied philanthropy. Passing over the 
fart that, for more than two centuries, the Aflrican 
slave trade was not only permitted, but was stimula- 
ted and protected, by the power and patronage of the 
British government, until all her colonies (the south- 
ern portion of the United States inclusive) were 
stocked with slaves, we find that the British 
emancipation act does not extend to the islands of 
Ceylon, St. Helena, or to any portion of the terri- 
tory owned by the East India company, where 
slavery exists in its most degraded and revolting 
form. Hindostan, with her adjacent territory, 
■ containing, bond and free, upwards of 130,900,000 
of souls, exceeding more than five times the popu- 
lation of the United Slates and Texas, is not favor- 
ed for a moment with the itinerant sympathy and 
philanthropy of this patronisingand slavery-hating 
government. 

The designs of Great Britain are upon Texas. 
She desires to extend her protectorate over that na- 
tion, tlini she may, by an overshadowing influence, 
embroil Texas with the United States, by bringing 
in conflict Uieir interests In the cotton market; and 
by exerting a controlling power over the com- 
merce and slaves of Texas. Hers is purely a selfish 
policy, based upon the prospect of gain, and the 
nope of national agCTandizement; which, with all 
the surrounding and threatening circumstances, ealh 
apdn us t« exclaim to Texas, in a warning 
voice — 

"Thus doa't thou hearthe Nemesn (Briltsh) lion roar 
'Oainst thee, thon larok, that ataDdett as his prey." 

With Texas added to our Union, we can success- 
fblly compete with British India in her staple pro- 
duciionB, and could supply the markets of the world 
with cotton, breadstufis, and the leading staples of 
•gricalture. Let us then leave it to our own people 
to seuie for tbenMelvea, in eaeh State, this question 
of slaverr; and let us spHm.and, if need be. rebuke 
^ia insolent intermeddling of a foi«ign natioq with 
our domestic instituUoos. 

This spurious philanthropy of Great Britain 
fpringa (W>m fordid motives, poMewing, as ib« 
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does, an insiUar position, which is at once the tow> 
er of her strength, and the spring of her ambition. 
She looks to her internal mdustry and reaouicea to 
sustain her prosperity, aad thecommeroe built upon 
this foundation becomes her paramount poliry. 

Every nerve is strained, and every element put in 
requisition, to augment the vaotnesa of her commer- 
cial system, whether by the acquisition of territory 
in the most favorable points of toe globe, or by war, 
or by secret interference in the afiUra of other nation*. 
She seeks to levy tribute in every quarter, for her 
existence depends upon her commerce. She has all 
the active enterprise of the Carthagenian and the 
valor of the Roman combined. On tiie one hand, 
she preaches the emancipation of the human race; 
whilst on the other, she holds in servile and despotic 
bondage, at home and abroad, millions of her anffer- 
inganl starving subjects. Fromthe boundless ex-, 
tent of her territory, it is her proud boast that the 
sun never sets on tier dominions, whilst the morn- 
ing reveille is heard from lone of her military 
posts to another around the world. 

I may be here permitted to avow my most decided 
preference in fhvor of admitting Texas aa a Suite, 
and not as a Territory; that she keep her lands, and 
pay her debts; and that all controversies in regard 
to the title of lands lying within her limits be settled 
in pursuince of her laws, and by her legally consti- 
tutfd authorities. 

The number of statesmen who contend that we 
have not a right, in any way, to acquire Texas, is 
comparatively very small, and residing, for the most 
part, in sections of country strongly infected with 
the fanatical spirit of political abolitionism. You 
cannot disguise the fact that most of the prominent 
men of the two great political parties of the coontrv 
entertain the settled conviction that we can, by bill, 
resolution, or treaty, r^ain that country, which 
was sold for "a nvss of pottage" by the treaty of 
1819. 

Dlflferent schemes are favored by diflsrent gentle- 
men, arising from lo(»tion, political association, and 
various other considerations; but there is a general 
acquiescence in the right of ultimate acqiiisition in 
some shape. The plan of admitting Texas as a 
State, it seems to me, is obnoxious to fewer objee- 
tions, and is more likely to unite the true friends of 
the measure, than that by naolntion. Texas should 
keep her lands, bectuise she will need part of them 
at least for the payment of her debta; and for the 
furOier reason that she will understand, better than 
this government possibly can, the proper system to 
adopt in disposing of the public domain. The pub- 
lic debt against that government should be liquida- 
ted and paid by the authorities of Texas, for the 
Teaiion that she is best acquainted with the extent 
and nature of her liabilities. 

Again: we cannot close our eyes to the fact that a 
considerable anxiety has been produced in the 
minds of our people in regard to the untold millions 
of debt which the opponents of annexation have as- 
serted, over and over, to exist against that eovem- 
{tient, whilst, at the same lime, it is strenuously con- 
tended that most of her lands that are worth any- 
thing have been disposed of, by grant or otherwise, 
so as to make the residue unavoilii^ in the payment 
of the public debt. Rumors are rife here, also, that 
the lands in that country are encumbered with con- 
flicting claims; which, if true, would ultimately be- 
come a fruitful source of controversy in the Ameri- 
can Congress; and past experience admonishes us 
to leave the adjudication of them where their merit* 
or demerits are best uhderstood. 

In view of the relative positions of the two coun- 
tries, it is scarcely possible that Texas will refuse 
to come under the wing of the American eagle; but, 
likefthe bride at the hymeneal altar, her legal exist- 
ence [as a nation] is, by the act of union, merged in 
that of another. She yields her place amongst the 
family of nations, and becomes one of the States of 
this confederacy. Let the consent that she may 
give to change her condition spring, as a ft-ee-will 
offering, warm from the hearts of her people, and 
we may then confidently hope that the Union will 
be as "steadfast as nature, and as lasting as time." 

Many considerations incline me in favor of the 
teannexation of Texas. Humanity and the inter- 
ests of nations demand it. The ecenes of the old 
tragic drama in which some other Santa Anna may 
again perform the principal character, should close 
forever; that no cry of anguish and supplication fbr 
mercy, should agajn urge its appeal from the Alamo, 
fwt inot peace uid plentT> wiui their emiling train, 
■bould occupy that bh>oa-stained ground, 

Itia the ennghteDtd p^ejr of nMiom tlwtpeaee 
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should be preosrved, and that one and all ahall striv* 
to administer the "greatest good to the greaui 
number." Goventment ia finmed to guard the right) 
and libertiee of its citisens, and to advance their wd- 
fare in every legitimate method. 

"What boots the oft repsated tale sf strife 
The fesst of vutturos, and the waate ol Ufa? 
Tho rsrying fortone of each aepsrot* field, 
Ths tttf that vanquiafa, aod the Mat that yiald7° 

The progress of civilization will be promoted htod 
in hand with the spirit of the age, whose benefidem 
light will penetrate to those dark abodes where ig- 
norance, superstition, and crime have reigned since 
the days of Cortes and Pizarro. 

Commerre will exult, and a thousand avenues to 
enterprise be opened as if by magic from the cavern 
of the deep. Agriculture will rejoice in the rich re- 
turns of the harvest, and religion offer up her purest 
aspirations to her God. The spirit of the age is 
onward, and ila progress tends to the higbeat cirili- 
Eation; it does but pursue the dictates of knowled^ 
and wisdom that have been sheltered under the srgu 
of free institutions. 

The Anglo-Saxon is the modem Aladdin, whow 
magic lamp promises to work ont a new destiny for 
the nations of the earth, and to unfold to the benight- 
^ the rich treasures of that liberty which liaa so 
lung slumbered in darkness. Let us, therefore, accept 
the proffered boon, which may be lost by unwise de- 
lay ; for we acquire now an empire— ^)r perhaps 
lose it forever. 

. The eagle, wbith we have assumed as oar nation- 
al emblem, tries his pinions in other dimes than 
those which gave him birth; but he bears in his tal- 
ons the thunderbolts of war and the olive branch of 
peace. Let us, therefore, be mindful of our riehts 
and daties to all, and proclaim that, in regard to (htal 
Britain and Mexico, "We hold them, as we hold 
the rest of mankind — enemies in war; in peace, 
friends." 

Mr. DROMGOOLE next obtained the floor, but 
gave way for a motion to rise — on which it WK 
round that there was no quorum present. 

The committee rose accordingly, and repotted 
that fact to the House. 

Mr. PAYNE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. HOLM ES moved an adjournment; on which 
the yeas and nays were called and ordered; and be- 
ing taken, resulted — yeas 40, nays 46. 

Mr. CLINTON moved a call of the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays 
thereon; and they were ordered, afid resulted — yess 
42, nays 4f!. 

Soon after, finding itself still without a quorum, 
and unable to do any business, 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petition* presented to- 
day were handed to the reporter* by the membsi* 
presenting them: 

By Mr. BATHBUN: The petition of Comeliiui Hewlaal 
and othera, for the abolition of the frankjn^ prtvilage and 
ths reduction of postage upon letters weighing half aa 
ounce to two cents, if prepaid: re&-rrcd to the Committee oi 
the Post OIBce and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WliNTWORTH: The pHitlon of W. O. Tnllo 
and othera, for a donation of land Ibr the completion of the 
Illinois and Michigan canaJ. Also the petition of Thonai 
Dyer and others, for the same purpose. Also the petitioa 
of H. J. Winslow and others, for the same purpoae; which 
were napecUvely relerrad to the Committee on PuhUe 



By Mr. McnLELLAND: The petition of D. Mead and 
others, citizens of BLissfleld, Michigan, in favor of Congress 
adopting measures in regard to Oregon, and annexing Tex. 
as, and confining slavery therein to its present limits. 

By Mr. PRKBTON KINO: The petition of inhabitaals of 
Lewis county. New York, for the improvement of the Foi 
and Wisconsin rivers. 

By Mr. HOLMES: The petition of Mary M. Hatch, widow 
nf Captain Robert Hatch, deceased, for a renewal of her pea- 
aioo. 

By Mr. ANORF.tV STEWART: The petition of Bamen 
Ne«l, praying compensation for revolutionar}- services: ^^ t 
lerrad to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. < 

» By .Mr. McCAUSLKN: The petition of Lydia Bean, play- 
ing for a pension: referred to the Committee on iaralid ' 
Pensions. f , , 

By Mr. OWEN: The petition of C. Gordon for vnafs of ' 
pension: refencd to the Committee oo RevolutioanT J]^ 
aioDS. • ".** I" 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of Benjamin J. Portrr' ■ 
fbr seven years' half pay as surgeon '« mate in the rerolo. ^ 
tlonarj war: raieried to the CommiUee on RsrolatioDaiy 
Claiina. 



HOUSE OF BEPRESENTATIVEa 
FoiDAT, Jaatiary 24, 1845. 
The journal having been read, 
Mr. HARDIN, from the Committee on the Post 
OAiw and Post Roada, to which wo* rceommiued 
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the bill to reduce the rates or portage and to prevent 
flnuids on the Poet Office Department, reported the 
•MM with amendmenu; and it waa oommitted to 
the Committoe of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee on Foreign 
A&if*, by consent of the Honse, made a rqwrt on 
the claim of Alexander H. Everett, accompanied by 
a bill; which was read twice, and rsfmed to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. McDowell, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affaii*, to which was referred the resolution of 
the Senate for the relief of Bent, St. Vrain & Co., 
reported the same without amendment; and it was 
eonmiltsd to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. McDOW£X>L, from the same committee, r^ 
ported a joint resolution for the relief of John Stock- 
ton; which was read twice, and committed to the 
Commitiae of the Whole House. 

SENATE BILLS. 

The foUowine bills from the Senate were read a 
lint and second time, and referred to appropriate 
committees: 

An act for the continuation of the Cumberland 
load in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

Mr. J. A. WRIGHT moved to Commit tho bill 
to the Connnittee of the Whole on the slate of the 
Union, and gave notice that, as soon as the debate 
was through on the annexation of Texas, (and he 
did hope th«t pntlemen would quit talkii^ and go 
to voting on this as well as every other question be- 
fore this House,) he would move to take up this 
bill; and that he should, from day to day, when he 
rould get the opportunity, make similar efforts to 
get up this bill,, until it was acted upon; and he 
trosted that gentlemen would see the propriety of 
acting on this bill. The bill waa committed, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

An act for the relief of William Elliott, jr., of 
Fulton county, Illinois. 

An act confirming and assenting to'an act of the 
legislature of Viiginia, entitled "An act further to 
amend the act incorporating the Chesa p eake and 
Ohio Canal compkny.'' 

An act for the teUef of Miles King and his as- 
signs. 

An act to refund an ascertained bahuice due Mas- 
sachusetts. 

An act for the relief of Asa Andrews. 

An act to organize a new land district in the south- 
ern part of the Slate of Arkansas. 

An act renewing certain oaval pensions • for the 
term of five years. 

An set to regulate the appointments and pro- 
molioDS of officers in the United States revenue 
•rrvice. < 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William 
Tisher. 

An act for the relief Joshua Shaw. 

An act making compensation to pension agents. 

An act for the relief of William C. Easton. 

An act for the relief of Thomss Smith. 

An act for the relief of Mary A. E. Zantzinger, 
widow of Major Richard A. Zantzinger, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Asahel Brainaid. 

An act to repeal "An act for the better organizop 
tion of the district court of the United Slates 
within the State of Louisiana," and for other pur- 
poses. 

An act to correct a clerical error in the act auple- 
ntentary to an act to ngultte arrests on mesne pro- 
<esB in the District of Calumbia, and to amend the 
title thereof, was returned with an amendment, 
vhich was concurred m. 

XXKCirriTB MMMVNICATIONS. 
"nte SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing executive communications, which were »p^ 
propnately referred: 

. A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
>n answer to the resolution of the House of the 26th 
ultimo, a report of the survey of the harbor at the 
town of Dubuque, in the Territory of Iowa. 

A letter from the Secretary of the >favy, trans- 

miuing a copy of a report in answer to a resolution 

, of the House of the 33d December last, as to the 

quantity of ammunition of various kinds annually 

^■f*d in the naval service; also what quantity Of the 

difieieat kinds is deemed expedient or ne c essa r y Co 

ksap on hand, &c, 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 

1 toe innnal report of the Commissioner of Pensions, 

COQttiniiii iMta of applicants for pensions, or in- 



crease of pensions, prepared in obsdienoe to a joint 
resohKion of Congress of May 99, 1890. 

A letter ftom the Saeietary of Stats, transmitting, 
ia obedisoce to the sets 90lii April, tStS, and ths 
36tli August, 1848, a list of persons smployed as 
cterits in (hat department, and in the Patant Offics, 
daring the year 1844, with the eompensation of 
each. 

A latter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting, in obedience to the 97th section of the act 

of the 30th , 1849, tabular siatemsnu exhibiu 

ing the articles of merchandise imported during the 
year ending 30ih June, 1844, the duty on which ex- 
ceeded 35 per oenl. on the average wholesale market 
value of said articles. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of the S6th December last, upon the sub- 
ject of the proposed purchase of shares of stock, 
owned by inaividuals in the Louisville and Portland 
canal company. 

A letter from the Secretory of Stats, transmitting, 
in obedience to the act of 9d March, 1819, a state- 
ment showing the number of passengers who have 
arrived in the port of New Orleans, during the 1st 
quarter of the lost year. 

A letter from the Secretanr of State, fai aiumrer to 
a resolution of the House or the 4ih instant, request- 
ing information as to the number of volumes of the 
manuscript papers of tbeconfedeiation and of Wash- 
ington, to'which indices an being completed, and 
the probable additional expense. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
miutinga report fVom the Commissioner of I^snsions, 
of persons who have applied for navy pensions du- 
ring the past year, and whose chuiaa have been 

A letter lirom the Secretary of War, tnuismitting, 
in obedience to a renolation of the House of the 14ui 
instant, (requiring ths Secretory of War to transmit 
to the House the papers in his oflweon the subject 
of the ehum of Catharine Stevens, of Knox county, 
Ohio, for a pension,) a rmort of the Commissioner 
of Pensions, containing all the papers required. 

A letter firom the Secretary ot the Navy, trans- 
mitting, in obedience to the acu of Congress of April 
91, 1808, and March 3, 1843, statements of all the 
bureaus of that department, except that of Medicine 
and Surgery, of contracts entered into, and offers 
made during the year 1844. 

A commimicotion from Wm. J. Stone, in relation 
to furnishing copies of the niap of Texas for the use 
of the House of Repnvenlatives. 

CHIJTKSK TREATY. 

The SPEAKER aLso laid before the House a 
communication from the President, as follows, ac- 
companied with an abstract of the treaty lately 
formed with the Cliinese Empire: 

WuHnioTOM, Jsnntry 3S, ISM, 
TV tht Uvtat of Rtyrtunttttivet: 

I commonicateherrwith an abitracl of the treaty between 
the United Statu of America aitd the Chiaeae K.mpirr, ron- 
eluded at Wang Hif a on the Sd «r July taat, and ratified by 
the Senate on the lOth instant, and which, luvinf alto been 
ratified by the Kmnertjr of China, now awaits only the ex- 
change or ratidcatioiu in China-, from which it will be seen 
that the ipecial miisioa authorized by Congreu for thii 
panioee nw fully ■ucoeedeii in the arcoraplithiaenl, eo hr, 
of the great objects fur which it was appointed, and in plac- 
ing our relations with China on a new footing, eminently 
(trorable to the commerce and other interests of the United 
Slates. 

In view of the magnitude and Importance of onr national 
concerns, actual ami prospective, in China, I snbmit to the 
consideration of Congress the expediency of providing for 
tlie preservation and cultivation of the subsisting relations 
of amity between the United States and the Chines** gorem. 
raent, either by means of a permanent minister, or coramis* 
sioner with diplomatic functions, as in the case of certain of 
the Mahometan iltates. It appears, by one of the extracts 
annexed, thnt the eitalishmrnt of the British govf mmont 
in China consists both of a pienipotiintiary and also of paid 
eonsuU for all the five ports, one of w*hom hs> the title and 
exercises the functions of consul general; and France has 
also a salaried consul general; and the intereits of the 
United States seems, in like manner, to call for some repre- 
sentative in China of a higher class thun an ordinary rom- 
merclal consnlate. 

I also submit to the consideration of Congress the expe- 
diency of making some special provision by law for the 
security of the independent and honorable position which, 
the treaty of Wang Hiya confers on citlr.ens of the United 
Stales miding or doing business In China. By the twenty- 
ficat and tweMy4fth arllcles of the treaty, (coplea of wUoh 
aresul^inedm eMenso.) eitltent of the I'nited States in 
China are wholly esempted, aa well in eiiminal at In civil 
BiaMers, tevm the local Jntiadietloa of the Chinate gorem. 
BWBt, and mde amenable to the lawa. sad snbjeot ts the 
JurMlctioB of the appropriate aothoiMea of the United 
etateasloBe. Some action on the part of CongiMs seems 
daslrskls, in orler to gin Aitt egbct to theae impntsst esn- 
cesiion* of the Chineie cOTemaicnt. 

JOUN TYLER. 



JSntrut if Ot* tntt^. 

The annexed Is an abstract of the tresty, which, wMi 
other doeameats, aceompanlel the aibove maiinge; 

The praambte sets forth that tha ITnited IKstat of Asier 
lea and the Ta Tsisc Emsiie, daairtnc to eatabliah flm, 
lasting, and sincere (riendtbip betwwn tha two natioBa, 
have resolved to Sx, in a manner cleti and potltive, by 
means of a treaty or general convtntioa of peace, amity, 
and commerce, the rules which shall in fvtun ha miuually 
observed in tha iotercouite of their reapactiv* coiuitriaL 
For which desirable object, the President of the loifM 
Statas has conferred full powers on their commissioner^ 
Caleb Cashing, envoy exiraoryinary, and miniater pleni- 
potentiary of the United States to China, and tha Aligoat 
Sovereign of tha Ta Tsing lumpire on bis minister and com- 
missioner extraordinary, Tiiyeng, of the Imperial House, a 
vice guardian of the Atit Apparent, govamor general of 
the Two Kwaogs, and snperintandaM general of the Trad* 
and Foreign Intercourse of the Five Porta. 

Art. I. Providea that there shall be a perfect and univer- 
sal peace and a sincere and cordial amit>' between the 
United States of America and the Ta Tsing Empire. 

Art 3. Provides that citizens of the Unftad Statas teaorf- 
ing to China fortba putpoae* of commerce wiU pay thalda- 
lies of import and ekport prescribod in ihe tarifT annexed to 
the treaty, and no other duties or charges whatever; and 
that the United States shall participate in any f^ttiie coo- 
cession gnnted to other nations by China. ' 

Art. 3. Provides for the admission of citizena ofthe United 
States at the five ports of Kwaag<hpw, Hiya-men, Fa-cbow, 
Ning-po, and Shang-hai. 

Art. 4. Provides for citizena of the United States to Im- 
port and sell, or bay and export, all manner of merchandise 
at the Five Ports. 

Art. 6. Limits the tonnage daty- on American shipi to i 
mace per ton. if over IM tons regiitered burden, and I mace 
per ton if of ISO tons or less. Also, provide* that such ves- 
sel having paid tonnage at oneofthe Five Ports,' shallnot 
be subject to pay a second toiuiage duty et %aj ether of 
the said Five Ports. 

Art. 7. BoatA for theconvayanceof pessengen, lie., ex- 
empts, fee., trvim the payment of tomuge doty. 

Art. 8. Provides for aathorizing citizens of tha United 
Stales in China to employ pilota, aervautt. Ungniata, labor- 
ers, seamen, an^l packers for whatever necessary aervioa. 

Art. 9. Provides for the employment and duties of cus- 
tom-honse guards for merchant vessels ofthe United States 
inChbia. 

Art. 10. Providea that secniitiet of veaaels shall depoaite 
their ships' papers with the consul, and make a report, kr., 
within forty .eight honra after theirarrival In port; forbids 
the diteharga of goods without a permit) and aulhorlxaa the 
vessel to discharge the whole or a part only ofthe cargo, at 
discretion, or to depart without breaking bulk. 

Art. 1 1. I*T«Mcribf s the mode of pKammlng goods Is order 
to the estimation of the duty chargeable theraon. 

Art. IS. Provides for regularity and vnlfeimity ef weight* 
and measures at the Five Ports. 

Art 13. Provides for the time and mode of paying dutiea; 
totuage duties licing payable ori the admittance ortke vea- 
sel to entry ;arul 

Art. 14. Forbids the transhhment of goods from vaaaal to 
veasel in port, without a permit for the same. 

Art. 13. Abolishes Ihe hong aiki other monopolies and re- 
strictions on trade in China. 

Art. IS. Providea Ihr the coDFction of dabia dao firaei 
Chinase to Americans, mr from Aawrieana to CblBesa, 
through the tribunals of the respective countries. 

Art, 17. Provides for the residence of citizens of the Uni- 
ted States; the constrnction by them of dwellings, store- 
hoQses, churahes. remeteries. and hospitals, and regulates 

the limits of residence, and trade permitted to citi- 

zens of the United States at the Five Ports and the ap. 

pertaing thereto. 

Art. Ifl. Empowerteltlzensof the Unitad States freely to 
employ taaohen and other literary aaatstants, and to par, 
chase books in China. 

Art. 19. Providea for the means of assuring the persoaal 
security of citiiens of the United States in Khina. 

Art ao. Provides that citizens ofthe United States, having 
paid dntiaa on goods st either of Ihe said porta, may at pteas- 
nre export the same to any other of the rive Porta witlwat 
payingduty on the same a second time. 

Art. 111. Provides that subjects of China and citizens of 
the United Slates in China, charged with crimes, shall be 
aubjaci only to the exclusive Juittdlction, each, of the lawa 
and ofhcers of their respective governments. 

Art St. Provides tliat the merchant vessels may freely 
carry between the Five Ports and any country with whicn 
Chin* may bappan to be at war. 

Art 93. Provides lor reports to be made by the conaiila ofthe 
United Stales of the commerce of their cwtntry in China. 

Art. 34. Provides for the mode in which complaints or pe. 
tllions may be made by citizens of the United States to the 
Chinese government, aitd hy sobjacts of China to tha ott* 
cers of the United States, and ooiUroveraie* between thesi 
adjusted. 

Art. 39. Provides that all questions In regard to rights, 
whether of person or of property, ariaiBg between citizens 
of the United States in China, sliall be sobjaet to the Jona- 
dictlon and regulated by the aathoritiea of their own gov- 
ernment 

Art. •». Provides for the police and secnrlly of merchant 
vessels of the Unilee Slates in Ihe waters of China, and the 
pursuit of and punishment of pinclea on the same by rab- 
Jecu of China. 

Art. 37. Provides for the safely and protection nf vessels 
or citizens ofthe United States wracked on the coast, or 
driven by stress of weather or otherwise into any of the 
ports of China. 

Art 48. Providaa thatcltizant of tha United Statsa, thair 
vessels aitd property, shall not b* subject to any embargo, 
detention, or other melettatloB in China. 

Alts*. Fn>viiiedfortheappr*hea*ieaia Chlaa efaatt- 
naer* or ilaserlert from the vassals ofthe United State*) the 
deUrering up of Chlntf e criminal* taking rafsge in tha 
honsas or vessels ofthe Americans; and the mntnal prrven- 
tion of sot of disorder and violenoa: and that the merchants, 
•*SBiea,aado«h«i«ltis*ntsf ths Unit*a Vlstaa ia CUas, 
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thiUlb* aiid«rtherap*ilnUnd«i)c«or tb* tppioprl«t« offl- 
MIS orUMir«»n «>Trnini«Bt 

Art SO. Preioribet the mode tad tijU «f corraspondenee 
IwtwMii the oAon tad print* iodlTUtub retpccllvely of 

thttWODMioiM. , , 

Art. SI. Ptotidu far th« truuinlitlon of eoimnniiicatloiM 
horn th* (OTemnent of tli« Vnlted Slatri to the Imperii] 

Art. «. PniTidci th«t iblpt of warof the United SlatM. 
Md the oflcera of the atne. ihill be hoqiitebly received 
•nd enteitaioed at each of the Tire Porta. 

Art. JS. Providfs that citiiem of the United Statrt, 
engaged in contraband trade or trading clendeitinely with 
•Itch of the port! of I hina ai are not open to foreign com- 
Dierce, ahall not be countenaDced or protected by their gov> 
eminent. 

Art. J4. Providei that the treaty ahall be in force for 
twel»e yeara, or longer, at the option of the two corem- 
menta: and that the ratifcatloni shall be exchanged within 
eighteen montha from the data of the signaturei tfaereoL 

The treaty pnrporta to be aigned and sealed by the rea- 
pectire plenipotentiarlea at Wang Heya the ad of July, 
itU. and li aigned, 

C. CUSHINO. TSIYF.N'O (in JtfinuAti.) 

The foUewing are the Slst and S5th articlea at 
length: 

Art. ai. Snbjecla of China, who may be gnUty of any 
criminal act tQwarda eitiaeneof the United Statea, ahall be 
anestedand piiniihed by the Chinese authoritira according 
to the laws of China; and clUzeni of the United States, who 
my commit any crime In China, shall be subject to be tried 
and punished only by the consul or other public functiona. 
ry nf the United States thereto aathoriied, according to the 
lawa oftbe United States. And in oidrr to the prerenlion 
of all controreray and disaffection, Justice shall be equitably 
and impartially administered on both sides. 

Art. 96. All questions in regard to the rights, whether of 

Koperty or persons, arising between citizens of the United 
ales in China, shall be subject to the Jurisdiction and reg- 
ulated by the authorities of their on n govemroent. And all 
oontroversies occurring in China between citizens of the 
United States and the subjects of any other government 
(kail b« regulated by the treaties exiating between the Uni- 
ted States and auch goTemmenta respectively, without inter- 
(srence on the part of China. 

Mr. JAMESON aaked and obtained leave to 

■ preaeHt reaolulions of the general assembly of Mis- 

■ouri in relation to the annexation of Texas; which 

were referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 

•tale of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

ANNEXATION OP TEXAS. 

On motion of Mr. BELSER, the Hotiae resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the stale of 
the Union, (Mr. Horamain thechair,)and renewed 
the eonsideration of the joint resululion, with 
the several amendments thereto, for the annexation 
of Texas. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE was entitled to the floor. 

Aftsr a preliminary remark, he proceeded to say. 
that it was usual for gentlemen, in the commence- 
ment of their remarks, to lay down in advance what 
topics they intended to discuss. He proposed so 
ftr to depart from thaleourse, as to state in the b*> 
ginning some partienlar subjects which he should 
not discuss. He should not consume the time of 
the committee, by going into a discussion of the 
treaty of 1803, to show the extent of territonal 
claim we then acquired. Nor should he enter into 
•n examination of the treaty of 1819, to acquire what 
extent of territory we lost under that treaty. Nor 
should undertake to inqoire how far the rule of cort- 
Btruction laid down in the "Tale of a Tub," which had 
been introduced here, was applicable to the princrples 
of construction of the constitution of the United 
Slates. He would be permitted, however, in 
regard to |entlemen who seemed to have taken pleas- 
are in their researches into this matter, with a view 
to aiding them in their inquiries as to the true con- 
•trwetion of the constitution, to refer them to 
the very able commentary on the subject, writ- 
ten by that distinguished statesman of Virginia, 
John Taylor, of Caroline, in a work entitled ''New 
Views of the Construction of the Constitution." 
They would ftnd there ample commentary on the 
construction of the will in the "Tale of a Tub;" and 
they would perceive which party in the United 
States had more generally adopted the principles 
there laid down in their constructions of the power 
of the general government from the constitution. 
He should not go back into an examination of these 
treaties to show whether we had any latent daim, 
which, under existing circumitances, had been re- 
vived, to that lost territory. It was sufficient for 
him to know that the hardy and enterprising peo- 
ple emigmting from our land, had nobly and glori- 
ously adiieved their indepeodenee, and maintained 
that independeoce; that that independence had been 
acknowledged by us; that we had treated with them 
•s a sovereign nation, and now stood before the 
WOild an independent republic; and it did not be- 
come ns now to revive any latent claim to her terri- 
tory. 
PM )>• intMidsd to nnniw tUa quettioD of tM 



annexation of Texas to this Union, on the principle 
that Texas was a sovereign and independent repub- 
lic. Heretofore, the debate had been conducted 
pretty much on the examination of general princi- 
ples. The rapidly approaching time when they 
must come to some decision on tnis matter, admon- 
ished them to bring into conflict and comparison the 
diflerent projccu presented by the profcsaed friends 
of annexation. In no other mode could they reconcile 
conflicting views, and harmonize the sincere efforts 
of all for the completion of this great scheme. Per- 
mit him, then, to say, in the outset, that he could 
not, and would not, vote for the proposition hastily 
intitiduced upon this floor from the Committee on 
Foreign AflTairs. He regarded it himself as but the 
last and expiring effort of the Tyler administration 
to complete this subject. A treaty, as he believed, 
hastily and inconsiderately entered into, at a time 
when wise, prudent, eminent statesmen in this coun- 
try believed that there were difiiculties in the way, 
on account of some supposed armistice between 
Texas and Mexico, was rejected by one branch of 
this legislature, to whom was committed the power 
of rejecting or confirming treaties presented them 
by the President. They had rejected it; and now 
an attempt was made here, by appeal to this branch 
of the legislature, to revive and ratify a rejected 
trea^ tn foHibm verMs. If there were no objection 
to this form of meeling the ({ueslion, there wm, in 
his humble conception, an insuperable objection to 
acquire, by act or legislation, a mere tsmtoiial ac- 
quisition. As a mere territorial possession of the 
United States, it was, in his humble conception, be- 
Tond the limits of the power confided in the legis- 
lalive department; and he did not qeation the power 
of this government to be exercised by the Presi- 
danl, in the form of « treaty, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, to acqaiie territory. 
The power of acquisition of territory by sovereign 
and independent Slates was admitted to belong to 
them righlAilly; and the same power which each 
Stale, without the confederation, had Is acquire 
territory for itself, was transferred by the Statea to 
the general government; and it had the same power 
U> acquire territory for the whole Union. 

He should not go into an elaborate discussitm to 
inquire whether the treaty-making power could be 
ri^tfully exerted for the acquisition of territory; 
he considered it settled in this country; bat m 
bis researches, he had found an argument in favor 
of that doctrine so admirably and conclusively sum- 
met up by a gentleman now on this floer, the ven- 
erable gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Adams,] 
in a communication made many years ago to your 
own constiluenbi, (said Mr. I>.; addressing the 
chairman,^ and as rar back as 18S3, and which he 
found published in the columns of the Richmond 
Enquirer, when that gentleman was attacked, and 
unjustly attacked, with the accusation that he had 
been an enemy to the acquisition of Louisiana, and 
to the ratification of Mr. Jefferson's treaty. The 
vote of the gentleman to ratify the treaty, «uid to 
appropriate money to pay for this acquired territory, 
disproved that charge. As he haa remarked, the 
admirable and conclusive argument of the gentle- 
man in favor of the treaty-making power to acquire 
territory was so much better than ne could express 
it, that he begged leave that it be read, as he had 
caused it to be transcribed from the Richmond En- 
quirer. ^ 

The article referred to was read by the Clerk, as 
follows: 

"Gen. Smyth has, therefore, done me great injustice in 

drawing from these votes the conclusion inat 1 was govern- 
ed in giving them either by principles of faction orby hos- 
tility to Lousiana. it is well known to all those with whom 
I acted at the lime, aa well those whose votes concurred 
with mine as those who sanctioned by their votes these aa- 
aumptions of constructive powers, that ray voice end opin- 
ions were i:* FAVOR of the acquisition ol Louisiana, and ot 
the istlfication of the treaty by which it was acquired. The 
power 10 MAKE TKEATici is, by tho constitution, given to 
the 'President,' with the concurrence of two thii& of the 
'senators' present upon the question for their advice and 
conient, wiiiiocT LiMrvsTios. it extends to whatever can 
form the subject oi' TsaATixi between sovereign and indc- 

{lendent nations. Of the power to nialce the treaty, there- 
ore, 1 bad no doubt, as having been granted by the conKti- 
tion. But the power to make a treaty, and the power to 
carry it into execution, are, by theorgainiaation of^our gov- 
ernment, not the same. The former is maiely a liaassction 
with a foreign natioa. To bars limited that would have 
been to limit the power of the nation itaelf in its relations 
of Intercourse with other Stales. It would have been an 
abdication by the nation itself of some of the powers ap- 

fiertaining to sovereignty, and have placed it on a footing of 
nequality with other sovereigns. Hut the latter— the pow- 
er to cany a treaty into axecntion, imports the exercise of 
Iha laternal powsra of govanimtDt, and wsi subjaot to all 
lbs HmttiHsnt pmniwd by tks MMtitatiM w tk« «■•^ 
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ciae of thoaa powers. In the vary masaage by which Prta. 
ideal ttttamm ohomraaiesledthia treaty to Cot^reas, eBer 
its lati.flcations had bean exchanged, he said: 'Vouwillob. 
serve that some important conduions caivivot vx csaaisa 
■mo Eiiccirrioii but with the aid of tlis legialalut^.' Thnia 
a clEcumstancc common to many treatiea, and has fraqoes^ 
iy given occaiion to dcbatt-s in the. House of itepresentfr 

tivesliow ' "' ' " -.-.... 

capacity. 

and ratifted by the tieaty.malung power." 

The position which he maintained, and which he 
thought was confirmed and conclusively maintained 
in the argument of the venerable gentleman, wat 
that the power to acquire territory by treaty was in- 
cluded in the very nature, in the very meaning of 
the treaty-making power, and is not acquired inci- 
dentally or by construction. It was a power ex- 
pressly granted in the constitution, it was embraced 
neccesearily in the natureof that power, and hence it 
it was not incidental power. In that respect he dif> 
fisred from some of his friends, who claimed it as an 
incidental legislative power. No one contended, lit 
believed, that the power to be exercised by the le- 
gislature in the acquisition of mere territorial pos- 
session, was anywhere expressly granted in tbecon- 
stitution. In looking over the express enumentioa 
of powers granted by the constitution to the legisls- 
live department, Ihey looked in vain for any gram 
of power to acquire foreign territory; and the ques- 
tion came back whether this power was incident to 
any power granted by the constitution. Some of 
his frieniis on this floor maintained that it was inci- 
dent to the power given to Congress to admit nesr 
Ststes. ' In nis humble conception, the power to ac- 
quire foreign territory and the power to admit new 
States were separate and distinct powers, and nei- 
ther could be claimed as incidental to the other. If 
the power to acquire foreign territory was incident 
to the legislative power to admit new Slates, it mnit 
be incident to it at all times, snd always be necesi*- 
ry to its execution. It was not to; for the powerto 
Mmit new Slates might be exercised without neces- 
sarily involving the power of the aetjuiaition of Cm' 
eign territory, and the power to acqiure territory by 
way of treaty might be exercised, whether that ter 
ritory was subsequently to be organized into a sepa 
rale State or not. Whether the territory to be so* 
quired should afterwards be erected into Slates, wss 
a matter dependent altogether upon subsequent reg- 
ulation; and the treaty-making power itaelf, for the 
acquisition of territory, might be exercised for other 
purposes than that of creating States therefiom. 
His conduson, therefore, was, that the power to 
admit new States was one power, a distinct, subshn- 
live power In itself; and the power to ac<]uire territo- 
ry was another power, separate and distinct, to fas 
exercised by another department of the govern- 
menl. 

With these views, therefore, he and many of his 
friends would not vole for any proposition goinf 
simply to acquire territorial pooessions for the Uni- 
ted States. But if the power to acquire foreign ter- 
ritory were an inddent of the power to admit nev 
Slates, it did not follow that that inddenta] pemr 
reaided in Congress. Congress had the power to 
raise and support armies; and it would very natural- 
ly be supposed that the power Ib appoint oScen 
waa necessary for raising and supporting armies; 
and he would agree that it would be a proper con- 
atruction of the constitution to concede that power; 
but the constitution had tsken this power, which 
was a mere incident, and made it the subject ofsa 
express grant in another dause. But if the treaty- 
making power was alone exercised for the acquiai- 
lion of territory, would not difficulties and dehya is 
this case be created, if some other mode waa not re- 
sorted to? He would not detain the committee by 
detailing the difiicullies and delays that must necet- 
sarily take place in entering upon new ne^tistinm 
between our government and thol of Texas; neither 
would he detain the committee by showing ihst, if 
we take Texas simply as a territory, we Inakeoll^ 
aelves liable for all her debts, contracts, and oUigt- 
tions of every kind. 

He came, then, to the inquiry. Could Texas fc> 
admitted as a Stale into this Union by Congreatf 
Was this a ease to which that simple provisioB of 
the constitution — "new States may be admitted I? 
the Congress into this Union" — might be appti(« 
It waa well remarked by his worthy and lespet ied 
colleague, [Mr. Batlt,] in the course of his mnsrt) 
the other day on this subject, that aH the provisioM 
and expressions of the constitution must be criiicai- 
ly examined, even in reference to their grammatidl 
coiutruction, in order to arrive at their tme rneea- 
mg and intention. Let us then (said he) anidyM 
tK* gniimmtteal oomtruetioa wd Rnaniaf of iM 
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eUuM — **n*w Statw mny b« admitted hy the Con- 
gress into this Union." Now, if the sentence itop- 
ped there, b« would not pretend that it meant any- 
tiiing else than the ■ingle admiawon or new States 
into the Union. No otnar interpretation could be 
put on it; for tou cannot put a limitation on that 
which is broaa and without limit. The inquiry was, 
whether subsequent portions of the clause were ad- 
ded to put restrictions on it. They were as follows: 
"But no new States shall be formed or erected with- 
in the jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State 
be formed by the junction of two or more States, or 
parts of Slates, wiUiout the consent of the legisla- 
ture of the States concerned, as well as of the Con- 
grea*." Hera the reaidue of the sentence, connected 
a* it was by the conjunction but, showed the quali- 
fication of the preceding part of it. The <|ua]ifica- 
tion was, tbatnew States were not to beadmitted aim- 
ply by Congress alone, if they were to be formed 
by the juncuon of two or more States or parts of 
States; but that it must be done with the assant of 
tboae States as well as of the Congress. It was fair, 
however, to refer back to cotr.mporaneous history 
for an elucidation of the meaning of the constitution. 

In reference to the latter part of the aentence, 
which is a qualification of the former part, it was in- 
serted in consequence of the difficulties which ex- 
isted in the confederation and threatened its peace 
and harmony. Mr. D. here referred to difficulties 
in (he western part of Pennsylvania; to the ap, ti- 
cation of the district of Kentucky, then a part of 
Virginia; and the application of the State of Frank- 
lin, now Tennessee, then a part of North Carolina, 
for addmiasion into the Unon. It was, therefore, to 
guard the rights of the Statea from which these new 
States were to be formed, that this qualification was 
inserted. It was also inserted to meet the eaae of 
Canada, which hid a standing right to admission 
into the Union, as wall as other contiguous tsrritory 
which might be admitted, providM nine States 
voted for it. Mr. D. referreo to, and made quota- 
tions from the Federalist, to show the ideas of Mr. 
Madison in reference to the admission of new States. 
He maintained further that the very last provision 
of the constitution of the United States, providing 
for this government going into operation, contem- 
plated that there might be foreign States even be- 
longing to the confederation. "New Stales may be 
admitted into this Union;" and how was llmt Union 
fbrmed? The last clause of the constitution says 
that the ratification of nine Slates shall be sufficient 
for the government going into operation. It had 
not escaped the attention of the sagacious fraroers 
of tbe constitution to inquire what would be tl>e 
rendition of such Statea as might not come into ths 
Union under lliat instrument. Here Mr. D. a«un 
quoted from the Federalist the opinions of Mr. 
Madison, showing that there would be no political 
relation between the aasenliog and dissenting 
States, though there was a strong moral and 
social (station existing between them. Upon 
the eommon principle of public and interna- 
tional law, the disseniing States would be foreign 
S'ates; and he offered this in answer to those gentle- 
men who assumed that all tbe country which lay 
williio the linoits acknowledf^ by Great Britain to be 
independent, coHld never become, in reference to the 
United Slates, foreign territory. It so happened that 
there were two Slates that did noi ratify the consti- 
tution, viz: North Carolina and Rhode Island. These 
Suites did not participate in the formation of the 
government, nor in the election of General Wash- 
ington. They were not members of tbe Union in 
1789, when the constitution went into operation; and 
they were, to all intents and purposes, foreign States; 
and, in fact, they were treated as such in the legis- 
lation of Congress, for the laws of the United Slates 
were not extended over them — neitlter the revenue 
laws, nor the post office laws — nor was pro\'idicn 
mode for taking the census in them. Goods coming 
into the United Statea from them were subjected to 
the same duties as were imposed on goods coming 
from Knrope. 

Mr. D. siflo referred to the case of the State of 
Vermont, which he ahowed was clearly a foreign 
territory when it was admitted into the Union. 

He proposed that Texas should come in as a 
Stale, with definite boundaries in respect to other 
States, and, at the same time, making a Gulf coast 
or boundary. The next question then was, whether 
the leroaining territory constituted an objection to 
its admission as a State. It waa no objection to the 
admission of other States into the Union which bad 
territory not within tbe particular orsanitatioD of 
beir (OTernroenw. On the fQbj«c( or eititansbip, 



which had been adverted to by several gentlemen 
on this floor— the gentleman from ^Maryland, (Mr. 
KuiHUiT,] amongst the number— he had only now 
to ask, where were the citizens of the United States 
wlien North Car lina, and Rhode Island, and Ver- 
moDl were admitted into ihie Union? It was then 
settled that the seven and nine years' residsnce had 
reference to naturalization of citizens who had emi- 
grated from foreign countries. He who was a na- 
tive of a country could not be naturalized. It was 
aliens only who could be naturalized, to make 
them citizens of the United Stales. But how did 
the difficulty operate with respect to Texas particu- 
larly? He admitted that those who had emigrated 
to Texas from this Union had placed themselves 
beyond the operation of our laws; but he laid it 
down as a prineiple, that whenever they relumed to 
the Union, and were embraced within its limits, 
they were restored to their citizenship, and there- 
fore this could not operate as an objection to the 
admission of Texas. 

He then proceeded to make an observation or 
two on the slavery compromise, which had been 
commented on by some gentlemen. He thought 
the line mif^ht continue to be drawn at the line of 
northern latitude, 36 degrees 30 roinutes, north of 
which slavery should be forever excluded. He re- 
ferred to the eommenis on this subject of the gentle- 
man from Vermont, [Mr. Collames,] and remarked 
that that gentleman t.v>k a very narrow view of the 
question. He reouesled the gentleman to look over 
the map of the whole Union, and see how much in 
a spirit of compromise had been conceded to the 
free Stales. Then let.36 degrees 30 minutes stand 
forever as tbe boundary Une, and put an end to this 
question. If he could speak to the whole American 
people, he would ask them to look at that line, and 
take it as a compromise for tbe future. No man 
eould look at it in that point of view, and not see 
that tha non-slaveholdtng territory must for ever 
have the preponderance. The acquisition of Texa* 
could not properly be regarded as a sectional quea- 
tion. Look at the territory proposed *o be annexed 
in connection with our territory, and who was 
there that could not see how necessary it was, 
in a national point of view, to the settlement of 
our boundaries. He asked gentlemen to cast their 
eyes over the map, and draw a line from the south- 
ern eapes of Florida to the moalh of the Del Norte 
— Mississippi coming in the centre — and say if there 
was not a natural gulf or bay for one undivided tern* 
tory. After some other observations, he said the 
proposition which he had submitted had no refer- 
ence to the debts or contmcts or liabilities of the 
new Stales.. Admitting Texae as a new Stale did 
not disturb her liability or capaoity for tbe payment 
of her obligalions; but it would promote her internal 
ability to satisfy her creditors. He believed the 
question of slavery, which he had hoped never to 
have heard mentioned or discussed here, was the 
only diiTiculty; and whatever might be tlie decision 
of the Cengress nt this time, he entreated the people 
of the United Statea — those who were friendly to the 
pacific preservation of this Union— to look at (he 
map and see the relative proportion into whidi the 
territory of this Union was divided, and then come 
to the decision to let the line of SG deg. 30 min. be 
the line of compromise between theslaveholdingand 
the nonslaveliolding States of the Union. 

Mr. BARNARD commenced with some observa- 
tions on the slate of his health, which would almost 
incapacitate him from discussing this question in 
such a way as he could desire. In the humble part 
which he was about to take in this discussion, he 
should not iinderlake to say much about the policy 
aud expediency of annexation, but content' himself 
with a very brief expression of opinion on that 
point. There was another question: whether we 
kad any risht to annex Texas to this Union; but on 
the policy of annexing Texas, he might my, in 
general terms, that he denied that there waa any 
necessity for annexing Texas to this Union strong 
enough to form even a good apology for ita admis- 
sion. Much more did he deny that there was any 
such necessity — ovi-mtling necessity — as to make it 
the duty of Congress, as some l<ad suggested, to 
rise over the coii>iituuon and consummate this 
meosure. He denied that there was any occasion for 
this annexation for any of the reasons which had been 
UKed by any of ita advocates. He denied that Texas 
aflords us any advantage or facilities. He denied 
that the possession of Texas waa necessary even to 
the institution of slavery, in the state in which it 
now exists in the Slates of this Union. The best 
poisible Mcurity for tlnytrj wMtolwitreMjait 



where it stood, on the compromises of the constitu- 
tion. If it were permitted to stand as it is, sbverv 
would exist as long aa (he Statea daeired m whielt 
it exists. He demed thst there waa any advanlags 
to be acquired by ihe United States, any more than 
there would be by tbe acquisition of the Caiiadas, 
nor half so much. It would not strengthen this 
Union, nor perpetuate our institutions. It would 
not add to this lepublie either virtue or character. 
It would add noihing^ on the score of popular in* 
siruction and popular iatelUgence: quite theeoiMrary. 
Nor would any advantage be found in an eeonomi> 
cal point of view. Nor would the people of this 
Union be able to produce more, or find for their 
produce a better market. We should gain nothing 
of security and protection for onr national interests, 
nor a better execution of our laws. In short, we 
should add nothing to our public wealth, public 
prosperity, public security, national respectability, 
or national honor: quite the contrary of all these 
things. Nor had this country the slightest ground 
of claim on Texas or Texians, nor had Texas any 
claims on us. 

But passing by these topics, deeply interesting tm 
they were to us, and to the whole country, he came 
at once to the discharge of the highest and most 
sacred duty devolving on an American citizen— ^e 
meant the protection of the constitution of this coun- 
try against the desperate assault made upon it in this 
atiempl to annex Texas to the United Sutes; and 
on this subject be took the distinct snd comprehen- 
sive ground that the federal government, by any or 
all of jls departments or functions, had no power or 
right, under the constitution, to acquire foreign ter^ 
ritory and annex it to the United States; nnich less 
bad this government any power to form a union be- 
tween the United States and foreign and independent 
countrie.<i. After amplifying ana illustrating this 
position, he went on to make some admissions for 
the argument's sake. In the first place, he admitted 
that Congress had the power to acquire territory as 
an incident of the power of making war, Oiough he 
did not admit their right to make war for the sake of 
making conquests. That would be a fraud on the 
war power. His next point was understood to be 
the right obtained by discovery. In the next pisce he 
admitted that this government could hold land In 
trust, coining to it by cession of particular States. 
They had an cxaropfe in the cessions of North Cai^ 
olina and Georgia, which States ceded their lands 
to the United Sutes. But they could not hold for- 
eign territory. It never was eontemplated that the 
United States should hold foreign colonies, or that 
foreign territories and foreign people should be 
hsougbt into this Unian. Again, he adnrlet rt a i»4 
this was the important point in bis admisaions— that 
the government may acquire foreign territory by 
treaty, when sueh acquisition is an incident of the 
settlentcnt of disputed boundaries and other diiicr<> 
ences between this country and foreign powers own- 
ing such territory. The principal preeedenta for tha 
acquisition of territory were found in the treaty of 
1803 with France, and the treaty of 1819 with Spain. 

By these treaties, especially the treaty of 1803, ■ 
very large amoant of foreign territory was aequited; 
but let it be remarked that acquisitions of foreign 
territory were rnqde by the treaty^naking'power, anj 
it was an acquisition which Was made by the treaty'- 
mekingnowerwhen that was engaged in the leghi- 
male ana proper exercise of that povrer — in tbe ad- 
justment of serious difficulties existing between this 
country and the governments of France and Spain 
respectively. 

He then referred to the state of things as they eX'* 
isted in 1803. In 1798, in consequence of differences, 
and a dispute, and misundersiandktg between the 
two couninea Congress passed an act dedarine 
that the treaties between France and the United 
Statea were no longer in force; and this act was fol- 
lowed by hostilities; which, however, were termi- 
nated by the convention which was concluded oo 
the 30th April, 1800. Bat this convention, though 
it terminated hostilities, and settled a peace, did not 
terminate all differences and difficulues; they ex< 
istcd in aH their force, particularly the indemnities 
due foreigners and spoliations claimed by ihe United 
States, which were wholly unadjusted. 

He read from the treaty of 1803, and said that 
that treaty showed on its faea that the cession was 
made for the purpose of adjusting the diffiealtiasex* 
isting between the two countries, (which diflicnlties 
he referred to.) That treaty, moreover, showed, oH 
its face, that the cession of territory made in this 
case was made in sueh a manner as to maks the ees> 
■im of vm^nrj, vmaitnA u tn igttnwtiwMl 
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tntnaaolioB, MiiMrdtnate, and kicMlententirrfy to that 
whiebtAmrthe Tnain object of the tr«aty, namely, 
the adjoatmeot of difficultiea between the two na- 
tioiw. rnniwowed the United States i5,000,000i 
Napoleon had no money to nxtre from nis expen- 
mrt cnnpai^D*, but he could well spare a foreign 
territory which coit him more trouble than profit. 
In- thk way Louisiana waa acquired: He dia not, 
and ooDld not, object to thia trea^, ao far aa this 
trannetion was concerned, as heme unconstitution- 
al. He reftmd to the treaty with Spun, by which 
we aoqaired Fkmda, and argued that the same state 
of flteta exJBted with reference to thia territory— • 
that the cession of territory was a mere incident to 
the main object of settling the difficulties existing 
'' between the two countries. 

Marrng sud thus much in reference to what had 
been nrgfd as precedents for the acquisition of for- 
eign territory, he returned to the original proposi- 
tion Which he had laid down, viz: that it waa not 
competent for this govemmOit to acquire foreign 
territory, much less to form a union with this coun- 
try and a foreign power. Certain it waa, if his coi>- 
dusions above were correct, Jhat we had no prece- 
dent in our history for such a thing aa was now pro- 
posed. He averred it was the first time in which it 
had been proposed to the Congress of the United 
States to acquire foreign territory as a substantive, 
distinct, independent thing. Such it was. We had 
BO disptited boundaries or difficulties of any sort 
with Texas. We wanted her territory, and we 
proposed to obtain it, as the naked object of the 
treaty, compact, or legislative bargain. 

The government had no right to seek to enlarge 
the boundaries of the United States by acquiring fot^ 
eign territory. Look through the constitution in 
its general scops and design, or with a microscopic 
vision, and not the slightest proof could be found 
that it was the intention of the framers of the con- 
stitution to give thia government the distinct, sub- 
stantive, inikpendent power to acquire foreign terri- 
tory. He might refer to the whole history of that 
time to prove that nothing was fiirther from the in- 
tention of the fremers of the constitution than 
to insert this power in it-, and he did not 
believe, had it so been understood, that the consti- 
tution would have been ratified by a single State in 
the Union. 

Recnrring to the position he had set out wifh, be 
laid down that the acquisition of foreign territory 
was not one of the obiecta for which this govem- 
neat was fouodsd; ana to decide this it would seem 
enough to say that there was no express sanction 
found in it, as the nature and structure of the gov- 
ernment itself forbade the idea that any such authori- 
ty should be found in it. The objects of the fiti- 
mets of the constitution were clearly set forth in Uie 
preamble to that instrument. He read this pream- 
ble, in which, he said, there was nothing about "en- 
laigiog the area of freedom." What man could 
read this preamble — these words of living light — 
and t}ien turn and look through the constitution 
with an honest expectation of finding the authority 
ffiere given to this government to acquire foreign 
territory? to find given to this republic — -thbt combi- 
nation of jealous Slates — the capacity to acquire for- 
eign territory according as its will — as its unrestrain- 
ed Roman ambition — might dictate? 

Bat, since it waa proposed to acquire territory by 
the legislative power, it was said that this waa an 
express power given under the power to admit new 
Slates. Such a construction, in his mind, was the 
grossest fraud ever attempted to be perpetrated on 
the constitution. "New States may be admitted by 
the Congrfss into this Union:" a signifiuint form of 
language, clearly indicating that the extent of the 
power was to SMmit new States out of onr own terri- 
tory, either then existing or that might be acquired 
by conquest, by discovery, or by cession, as an in- 
cident and subordinate object to that of the settle- 
ment of difficulties With foreign nations, and that 
Was the whole of it. But now it was maintained 
that this power to admit new Sbitrs was a power 
first to bring a foreign State and people into this 
Union as well as new States to be formed out of our 
domestic territory, and was also a power, at the 
■tm* time, to acquire all the foreign territory which 
m ght belong, as an appendage of right, to such for- 
•ini State*. 

He««pmted the oti^tion to the admission of 
Texas on the ground of Its consiitutional incompe- 
taney, if admitted, t» be repreaentei) in the House 
for seven years, in the Seitate for nine years, and to 
fUniisb a candidate for the presidency for Amrteen 



years, unless by importing or borrowing persons 
from other and older States. 

This proposition was too gross and monstrous. 
If we Might admit indepemJent Texas into the 
Union in uiis way, we might in the same Way ad- 
admit independent St. Domingo or independent Tur- 
key; and let him tell them that there were too muiy 
of the citizens of the United States this day who 
had rather see St. Domingo admitted into the 
Union than to see Texss admitted. 

One pretence by which this schenito was attempted 
to be supported was, that Texas might be brought 
in, and that it was necessary that it should be, in 
order to ensble Congress to exercise its power to ad- 
mit new Slates. He confessed this was a most 
strange doctrine for a strict constructionist. The 
argument itself admitted that we had not the power 
to acquire foreign territory, but that it must be 
deduced from the power to admit new States, as 
there wm no subject matter for this power to admit 
new Slates to operate upon until foreign territory 
was brought in. And yet one was incident to the 
other! It was generally supposed that the incident 
followed or attended the principal; yet it was dis- 
covered here that the incident preceded; at any rate, 
that there was nothing for the principal power to 
opente upon until the incident was exercised. 

But the most extraordinary discovery was, that 
this territory was to be brought in by joint resolution, 
or in some such way, because the power to acquire 
Ibreign territory waa incident to the power to cnake 
war. As the answer to tliis, which his short time 
left him, he said, when the 'case occumd where 
we made war with Texas to inake the conquest of 
her territory, it would be time enough to consider 
that propoaition. 

So hard pressed were scmie gentlemen, that they 
even thought it a good cause ofwttr. So important 
did it seem to them that they would push our fron- 
tiers 1,500 miles further, in order to defend our own 
blessed country. In answer, be would say, when 
that time comes, when it may be neoessary to the 
defence of the country, he would say take it, and 
sacrifice the r^netitution. He contended that the 
acquisition of Texas coaU only be made by the 
sacrifice of the constitution. One gentleman con- 
tended that it was for the extension of the area of 
freedom; and another said it was for the extension 
of the institution of slavery— both objects inconsistent 
with each Other. He pused by the humbug of ex- 
tending the area of freedom; but what should 
he say of the other object' The Secretary of State 
openly avowed that it was «a.streagll>en and protect 
the institutions of the South. Was there any man 
bold enough to say that he would stretch this con- 
stitution merely for the purpose of extending slave- 
ry? He called upon the men of the South to stand 
by the compromises of the (onstitution. The 
North was willing to suffer slavery to stand as it 
was protected by that instrument; but he firmly and 
conscientiously believed that the admission of Texas 
into the Union would end in a dissolution of the 
confederacy. 

Mr. ADAMS observed that, in the course of his 
remarks, he should refer to circumstances appealing 
personally and peculiarly to himself, which were of 
such a nature that it was with extreme reluctance he 
referred to them at all, and yet which it was impos- 
sible for him to rise and speak on this subject with- 
out referring to, inasmuch as they affected his char- 
acter before the country and the world. There was 
one argument that had been frequently used 
by members favorable to this measure which 
forcibly reminded him of an incident that oc- 
curred m the summer of the year 1843, when 
circumstances of a pectiliar nature accidentally led 
him to an excursion into the western part of New 
York and the neighboring province of Canada. 
Sometime in the month of July, 1843, it was his 
fortune to pass, in a fast.going steamer, from Mon- 
treal to duebec. In the course of the evening, the 
light ofthe moon falling on the smooth surface of 
the water through which they glided, he fell in con- 
versation with a young countryman of his who was 
a passenger in the same boat. Looking around him, 
he made the exclamation, "What a magnificent riv- 
er!" To which the young man replied, "Yes: and it 
must be ours." He then said it would undoubtedly 
be a very good thinr for us to possess it, but for the 
injunction in the Bible which said, "Thou shall 
Hot covet thy neighbor's goods." "Ay," said the 
young man, "but nature has given it to us, and we 
must have it." Now, nearing the argu- 
ment* that hml been used for the annexa- 
tion of TuCM, he waa Ibrtibly niniiided of 



the conversation he had in the British steamer, yes, 
the only unanswerable argument he had heard used 
for the annexation was, that nature intended it fiir 
us, and we must itave it. Mr. A. then refarrcd to 
the argtiment that Texas was comprehended in the 
territory reded by the Louisitma treaty, and there- 
fore the Ujiited Sates were bound by the terms of 
thattraatyto admit them into the Union, coniend- 
ing that Texas was not included in that tesritory. 
He also referred to the assertion that he was the 
first who originated the idea of annexing Texas to 
the United States, forthst, in 1825, during his pres- 
idency, be made overtures to Mexico <or the ac- 
quisition of that territory. He admitted this to be 
true. He did make overtures to Mexico ibr the 
acquisition of Texas; but there was a slight diffis'- 
ence between his action on that subject and that 
now contemplated, which the gentleman from Illi- 
nois had overlooked. He had proposed to porehee 
Texas with the consent of its owner; but the gei>- 
tleman and his friends proposed now to take it 
without the owner's consent. There was the samedif' 
frrence between his action and that now contem- 
plated, as there was between purchase and barglary. 
Further, when he proposed to purchase Texas of 
Mexico, slavery did not exist there, and he pro- 
posed to take it without slavery, which he was will- 
mgto do now, with the consent of Mexico. 

He had said that he had always been in favor of 
the acauisition of territory to the United Stales to 
the del Norte, provided it could be obtained with 
the consent of the owners, and provided the Ian 
whidi existed in 1825 and 1827, wnich ezisled when 
he made the proposition for that territory, existed 
still, and they eouM acquire the territory without 
any claims upon it, Oive them that, and he would 
go for the annexation of Texas to-morrow. Oct 
tne consent of the proprietors, and give them the 
laws of freedom which prevailed throughout the ter- ' 
ritory and Mexico — unhappy as she was with her 
civil war — for there slavery was abolished. Slavery 
was not in Texas at the time he made the piop- 
oeitiona fotit in 182S and 1827. 

But, alarery having been established in Texas, he 
considered the propositions which he made null and 
void, so far as her consent goes, forever. He re- 
peated, then, give them the territory with the con- 
sent ofthe owners — give them the territory without 
slavery, and he would go to the Rio del Norte to- 
morrow. He said thi^ to make binwelf oadoatood; 
for his conduct had been ofUm referred to in ^ub de- 
beite. He then went on to say that the country al- 
luded to was not conveyed to the United States by 
the treaty by which vre actmired Louisana. What 
was ceded by that treaty^ In answer to that ques- 
tion, he read an extract from ths treaty itaelf, and 
Said there was nothing about Texas there— not s 
word. It was Lauiaiana, and not Texas; and Texas 
and Louisiana never were exchanged at any tinK. 
What was Texas? A Spanish name. EveiTthine 
there was Spanish — every settlement of every kimT 
And it was to Mexico that his proposition was 
made and refused. 

He next asked what were Mr. Jefferson** views 
in respect to the boundary of Louisiana. He read 
largely from books to show that Mr. Jefifenon 
looked to ths Mississippi as the boundary; and, on 
this point,Jie spoke at great length; and as he had 
been spoken of as having sacrificed this territory — 
indeed one gentleman hod said that all theeeaaums 
of territory made by this country had been made 
by citizens of the United Stales — he went into his 
own justification. He said he waa merely a scribe, 
a ser\'ant, the true responsibility resting on the 
President of the United States, and he was a Virgin- 
ian. Who, he asked, had been the means of giv- 
ing this country the title to Oregon? A citizen of 
K^unaehusetts. It was a citizen of Maasaehnsells 
that discovered the Columbia river, and he (Mr. 
Adams) had the credit of inserting the clause in the 
treaty on which our right was baaed. If it had not 
been for the attacks which had been made upon 
him, the fact would have gone with him to the 
grave. He w^nt into the particular details in rela- 
tion to this subject, and then returned to the aubjeet 
of annexation. He said his objection did not exist 
to the annexation of foreign territory, but to annex- 
ation of foreign people. 

He supposed that, in the power to make treaties, i 
the power to acqtiire territory was necessarily in- | 
eluded, because the conteyance of territory vas oat 
of the most common and ordinary effects of Ac ne- 
gotiation of treaties. In ail the treatiea for the ao- 
quisition of territory, it was not the acquiaitioii ti 
territory which aoiutituted tht power not vithia 
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the coDatitutioa, it waa the bearine on the people 
of the territory acquired. We could acquire terri- 
tory; territory was inanimate — it was matter. Man 
was an immortal soul; man had rights peculiar to 
himself; and they could not, without his consent, 
tnunfer mao from one countnr to another. There 
waa no such power; it could not be conferred. 
That vas his opinion, and he expressed it in tfie 
case of the Louisiana treaty. He maintained it 
then; he conversed particuUrly with Mr. Madison 
on the subject. He (Mr. M.) agreed with him on 
that point. He (Mr. A.) showra Mr. Madison a 
pro^sition of amendment of the constitution of 
the United States, and a paper, in order to take the 
vote of the people of Louisiana on that treaty. 
When they annexed foreign territory to this coun- 
try, they dissolved our Umon; the Union was dis- 
solved. We might form another; but the people of 
a nation, the immortal mind, could not form apoliti- 
'cal unioB with another people without their own 
consent. That was his doctrine then; it was bis 
doctrine now; and nothing on earth but the prece- 
dent which was settled against bim, could be ad- 
duced against it. If a man had rights, what were 
they.' Were they not to live under the government 
of his own choice, and to refbse or consent to the 
terms by which he was made a part of a communi- 
ty to which he did not belong? In the acquisition of 
territory was included the disposal of human rights. 
It was not a subject of treaty; or if it was a subject 
of treaty, it was oetween the sovereign powers who 
were the first principals, viz: between the people; and 
that wu what he proposed in the case orLouisiana. 
Ifhis time allowedhim to go through the whole course 
of the transactions, and show the proposition he 
made in the Senate of the United States, the propo- 
sition which he made to Mr. Madison, and the 
opinion he (Mr. M.) expressed to him, he could 
show — 

The hour having very nearly expired, 

Mr. HOLMES interposed, and moved that the 
(lentleman from MassacQusetts be allowed, by unan- 
imous consent, to continue his remarks. 

[A general cry of assent, but interrupted with 
some few objections, was heard.] 
. Mr. ADAMS continued. He said be asked- no 
peculiar privilege. If he could not get through, it 
was his fault; he could, perhaps, give the re- 
mainder of his aigumeot to the public in another 
form. 

Resuming, he said he took it for granted that we 
should hear no more of this argument, that, after 
Mr. Jefferson's ratifying the treaty of Louisiana, 
we had no power to tranrfer it to Spain. .In the ne- 
gotiation by Ml. Pinkney and Mr. Monroe with the 
Spanish government, in 1805j immediately after the 
treaty oiLouisiana, Mr. Jeneison said that these 
claims— thO' bad and the batter — were to be 
the subject of negotiation with Spain; and 
they did become the subject of negotiation. There 
was a long negotiation, and in that nego- 
tiation Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney were 
aothorized to settle this question of boundary, as 
well as other and very gnaX difierences between the 
two countries. The instructions to Mr. Erving in 
1816 authorized him to accept a treaty which 
should fix our boundary at the Sabine. Mr. Jef- 
ferson virtuslly acceded to it in 1805 and 1806. 
One of the consequences of it was, that the troops 
of the United States and of Mexico proposed to 
each other at that time by a military convention, 
as the soldiers of the two governments lowers coming 
too nearly in contact, and collisions were arising be- 
tween them, that the troops of the United Slates 
should not eo beyond the luo Hondo, and those of 
Spain should not go beyond the Sabine while the 
negotiation was going on. 

Mr. A. was proceeding further to remark upon 
this point, when his remarks were terminated by the 
expiratioa of the hour. 

Mr. DANIELS obtained tlie floor; but yielded to 

Mr. OWJEN, who appealed to the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Dodola>s] to modify his pending 
amendment, by inserting in the place of the 3d and 
4lh sections thereof, a proposition which he had 
prepared. 

Mr. DOUGLASS complying with the request of 
Mr. OwEM, modified his amendment accordingly. 

The amendment of Mr. Douglass to the amend- 
ment of Mr. WsLLEa, which amendment (of Mr. 
PouoLAsi) is the pending question, in its modified 
form, is as follows: 

JOINT RESOLUTION providiiut for the admiuion of 
Texas ai a Btste •rfhe Uoum. 

P* it rttokU ty M< StntU sn4 Hmt »/ RtfratnU- 



tivtt of tht Vnittd Stmttt of America m Pongnu atttiH' 
bkd. That the Confren doth eonwnt that th* territoiy 
rightfully inoluitod wllhia tlie limiti of Tszss be sMCted 
into a new State, to be called Uie Stats of Texaa, wUh t n- 
publican form of government, to be adopted \ij the people 
of Texai, wHh the ooBisnt oflht ezjalliig govenuiMni, np«i 
the foUowlag coaditioiu and cuananM. whieh, when 
adopted a< aforeiaid, ahall be obUgatory aa well npoa the 
people of Texas aa opon the United Btatea. 

J%->t. That laid State be Ibrmed. inbject to the adjoat- 
nent br the govermnent of the United Siatea of all qaea- 
tioni of boanoanr that may aalao with other govenmeata. 

Stconi. ThatfbeoODatitDtionefaaidState.orTexaa, with 
the proper evidence of Iti adoption by the people thbreof. be 
tranamitted to the Preaident of the United Statea, that the 
•ame may be laid before Congreaa at ita next aeaaion. 

TUrd. That Texaa ahall retain her pnblic landa and niher 

Eublic property, and aamaln, aa at present, reaponaible for 
er deoti. 

FourtA. That if, hereafter, with the content of the I<»iila- 
tare of the State now proposed to be admitted, new matea 
be formed within the jui>idiction of said State, said new 
States shall not exceed .thiSae in numl>er, m addition to the 
said State; and such new States shall be admitted into the 
Union with or withcut the institution of slavery, as the 
people, in each one of said Statea respectively may, at the 
time of their application to Coagreas for admission, deter- 
mine. 

Mr. DANIELS resumed the Boor, and proceeded 
with his remarks. He alluded, before entering upon 
the main argument, to the charge made by Mr. 
Clingman upon the democratic party of the Senate 
of North Carolina, in admitting one of that party into 
the Senate of that State on a certificate, and, after it 
was ascertained to be a forged certificate, they refused 
to expel him from their body; and he entered into a 
detailed investigation of the mcts of the case, estab- 
lishing, as he contended, a conclusive refu'ation of 
this charge, and an entire vindication of the int^ri- 
ty of the course of the democratic party in the Sm- 
ate of that State. 

Approaching now the sabject more immediately 
under consideration, and including the aiguments 
raised against the annexation unmr three general 
heads, he laid down, first, the proposition that we 
had the power tmder the eonsUtution of admitting 
Texas by either of the modes suboiitted to the con- 
sideration of the committee. Permit him here to 
express the regret with which he was obliged to 
difrar fh>m his friend from Virginia, [Mr. Drom- 
oooLE,] whose positions were generally well con- 
sidered and correct. In this case the gentleman, it 
seemed to him, had confined himself to too narrow 
a construction of the constitution — a constrnction 
which was at variance with Aat held by the party 
to which, with the gentleman, he bdonged, and at 
variance with the practice of the govenrnteat 
itself. 

Mr. D. eo a t i Bi ro d Ma argument, to show that the 
clause in the constitution for the admission of new 
States, was without limitation or restriction. He 
continued his argument on tlrat branch of the 
subject, until the expiration of bis hoor. 

Mr. A. P. STONE next obtained the floor, and 
proceeded to argue the question in view of the con- 
stitutional power possessed by this government to 
annex Texas to this Union It could be done by 
the treaty-making power. It could be done under 
the power to prepare for the common defence of the 
Union. He also went over other grounds, whereon 
he based his argument, concluding with the declara- 
tion that he had no doubt of its constitutionality. 
The question in relation to its sectional character, 
he said, had been first heard from Massachusetts; it 
had been said it would extend the institution of 
slavery, but he believed it would operate in a direct 
contrary manner, and make some of the Slates free 
which were now slave States. 

He predicted that the worn-out soUs of Virginia, 
Maryland, &c., were to be occupied and restored by 
the Yankees of New England; and he argued that the 
annexation of Texas would not increase the relative 
importance and power of the slaveholding States. 

In reply to the argument of the gentleman from 
Vermont, [Mr- Coilamer,] he contended, instead 
of defraudmg the creditors of Texas by annexing 
her to us, inasmuch as we took a portion of her 
means of payment, that, on the contrary, her means 
and advantages which would enable her to pay 
those debts would be infinitely increased. 

Notwithstanding the guarded manner in whieh 
the objections had been brought forward to this 
measure, the gentleman from Vermont [understood 
to be Mr. IV^rsm] had developed the true reason, 
viz: the fear on the part of gentlemen that the con- 
summation of this measure would be the admission 
of a State or more which would vote to destroy and 
forever break down that system of robbery and op- 
pression which was fastened on the country in 1843. 
From this Mr. S. digressed into an examwation •( 



some length of die pr«*ent tariff, showing ita in^nal- 
ilies ana injustice of operation;- that flie pro mis ed 
results therefrom had not been realized; ana thit the 
benefits which had been ascribed to it were the' nr 
suits of other causes. If the annexation of Texaa 
would condoice to ihe rental of thi« ayatmt' of rob- 
bery, and to the establianment of a ayitem of &•• 
trade, thia would be with bini a tulRcieht reason for 
voting therefor. 

Mr. 8. having concluded — 

Mr. F. H. IVIORSE next obtained the floor, and 
-addressed the committee ia opposition to the mp» 
ute, contending that the adnussion of Texas would 
bring into Congress additional strength in opposition 
to the protective system; and furthsr, that it would 
lead to the extension and perpetuation of slavery. 
He further contended that it would be a robbery of 
Mexico, for that those who bad achisved the iode- 
pendenee of Texas were citizens of the United 
States, and were furnished with aid from this 
coiutry. 

Mr. ELLIS next obtained die floor, and addraaa- 
ed 4he committee during t^ allotted hour in eM a sa l 
support of the general principles of the annexation of 
Texas, and in exposition of the manifold advan- 
tages, in every point of view, which would aocore to 
our country in all its sections emd interests from the 
consummation of this scheme. He argued (in re- 
ply to the objection frequently urged) that the ex- 
tension of our territory, with the administration of 
just and equal laws, and the establishment Of the 
principles of free^trade, instead of weakening, would 
vastly strengthen and tend to perpetuate the exis- 
tence of our republic There were no ebieetiona 
brought against this seheme, he said, but would be 
approved by Lord Aberdeen, and reaponded to by 
the entire nation of England. He mautained liM 
the verdict of the people at the late election had been 
rendered in favor of annexation, and he invoked tht' 
assembled ij^presentativce of the people to eome up, 
and, with an enlaiged national view of the benefliui 
which would result therefirom to our - republhs 
throughout all its fViture existence, carry oat that 
verdict. 

Mr. NORRIS spoke in favor of annexation, and 
Mr. DARRAQH against it. They both spoke at 
so late an hour that our reporters could not report 
them. Their speeches will probably be written out 
at length for our Appendix. We have requested the 
favor of Mr. Norris to write his out; and we shall 
make the same request of Mr. DarrAoh when we 
shall have an opporttmity of speaking to him 

Mr. STEPHENS next obtained the floors but 
gave way for a motion to rise; when the comnattae 
rose and reported pn^ress, and 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the membars 
presenting them: 

By Mr, E. D. POTTEK: The petition of Joseph Gleaton, 
and 107 other citizens of Van Weit county Ohio, asking for 
the establishment of a post route from Upper Sandusky, 
Olilo, to Foit Wayne, In the Bute of Indiana: referred to 
the Committee on the f ost Once and Post Reads, it Iso, the 
petition of Joim HoUister, and others, asldng an appropria- 
tion for the payment of certain claims against the Ottawa 
Indians: referred to the Committee on Indian Aflain. 

By Mr. MOSELY: Two petitiooa from citixena of 
BuAaio, for the continuaUan 01 the seawall to protect the 
harbor of Bulialo. , 

By Mr. PETTIT: The peUUon of Isaac H. Wright, M 
Indiana, pnrfing for leave to enter certain lands on a 
credit ol ten years: refeired to the Committee on Fublio 
Lands. 

By Mr. SIMONS: Petitions from cititens of Parrington, 
New Hartford, and Harwinton, in Connecticut, remonstra- 
ting against the annexation of Texaa to the UnioB; which 
ware lefemd to the Committee of the Whole on the atate of 
tlie Union. Also, memorials from citizens of the same 
towns, in Connecticut, praying for the repeal, or abroga- 
tion, of all slave laws in the District of Columbia; which 
were referred to the CommiUee for the District of Cslnmbia. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT: ThepeUtJon ofcitiaeaa 
•f Niagara county. New York, for an appropriation to im- 
prove the harbor of Eighteen Mile creek, on Lake Ontario. 
Also the petition of citfiens of Lockport, New Voili, for a 
grant of land to extend the Wabeah and Erie canal. 

By Mr. JAMES BLACK: The petition of 1*1 ciUitDa of 
Cumberland county. State of Pennsylvania, praying Cod- 
gresa that a bill may be passed for the organization of Ore- 
gon into a Territory of the l.'nited Slates; and that notice be 
given to Great Britain that the Joint occupancy shall tei- 
minate at the end of twelve months; and, after that period, 
they be required to withdraw their claims, and pay duUes, 
as in other port* of the United Stales. 

By Mr. THOMAS SMITH: The memorial of David B. Ab- 
bot, of Riplev county, Indiana, remonstrating igainst the 
eonatitutional power of Congress employing and paying 
chaplalna, onthegronnd "that hiring proacMrt •ficmUjtt 
and paying them est of the people'a money, are sets of 
aupenrogation, anantherized by the constitution, and trans- 
Gco^g me power* delegated to tht oatioaal legistatoi*; 
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mi on the groniul that no eocleiiutle*! authority hai beta 
dalegated to Congn;," tu.: referred to the Committee on 
theJadJciaiT. 

HOUSE OP REPRESEMTATIVEa 
. ' Satoboat, Jantiary 25, 1845. 
PERSONAL XXPLANATION. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and askad leave to make a pei^ 
•onal explanation. 

The SPEAKER laid it would not b« in order ex< 
cept by general coneent. 

No obieetions being made, 

Mr. ADAMS proceeded. He read from the m> 
count of the genera] grounds of hie remarks as given 
in the Intelligencer this morning, of which the fol- 
lowing sentence was a part: 

"Hit genenl po<itioa wai that \rith Texaa, free from 
ilaTerr, and the auent of Mexico obtained, he waa ready to 
vote for annexation to-nonow." 

He bad used (Mr. A. said) an expression to that 
parpose, hot he did not mean to say that he would 
Totefor anaezation underany of theformsofany 
of the propositions in this House. He meant to say 
for the mere ultimate result of the annexation ot 
Texas to the United State»— that was to say, for the 
formation of a social compact and union between the 
United States and the people of Texas — he would 
Tot* it to-morrow. He said that again; but he 
did not mean by that to allow that the Congress of 
the United StaMs had any such power. It waa not 
within the powers of Congress. Congrass had the 
power to admit new Slates into the Union; but the 
admission of a State waa a totally different thing {torn 
the government of a people. The position which he 
took yesterday (and which he did not know as he 
should have sufficient time to elucidate thoroughly) 
was, that the iwion of two sovereign peoples, under 
one government coidd not be performed by any 
i^ency but that of the people themselves. He 
stated that he had taken that ground en the ques- 
.tion of the actpisition of Louisiana. He Airther 
recapituhited his arguments on this point. That 
was the cession of a province and the people of a 
province. He did n ot believe there was power in 
the government to do it; and therefore he did not 
beheve in the power of the Congress of the United 
States to assume the government of the people of 
Louisiana, under the treaty which had been tnade, 
and he voted accordingly. Although he voted for 
the appropriations required by that treaty, he voted 
■gainst every act of Congress at that session which 
.went to enforce a government on the people of 
Louisiana. He beheved then, he believed now. 
that Congress had no such power. He had stated 
yesterday that there was the constitutional infringe- 
menL Here was the fallacy of the aigument in the 
DTopoaition of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
DooGLAM.] Mr. A. supposed that the Congress 
of the United Slates had no power whatsoever to 
act upon the people of Louisiana afler they were 
annexed. But the gentleman did not carry back 
the question to the point whether the Congress of 
the United Slates, or the President of the United 
Slates, had power to impose any such laws on the 
people of Texas. He maintained that it was a 
power not delegated to the Congress of the United 
States, and not at all incident to the power of Con- 
gress to admit new States. He said that all the 
propositions before the committee — every one of 
them — were unconstitutional. He should vote 
against every one of them as unconstitutional, be- 
cause they assumed to act upon the people of Texas 
in a manner in which Congress had no power. 

There were other constitutional objections. The 
acquisition of territory itself couht not be performed 
by act of Congress, but it must be done by treaty. 

Mr. COLLAMER ssked and obtained leave to 
present a resolulions'of the legislature of Vermont 
relative to the annexation otTexa^; which were 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
sute of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Hn motion of Mr. SAUNDERS, the House re- 
solved itself into a C'^mmittee of the Whole on the 
slate of the Union, (Mr. Hofkinc in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion, with the several amendments thereto, for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. STEPHENS was enUtled to the floor. He 
eommenced with some general remarks, in which 
he announced himself in favor of the annexation of 
Texas on just and reasonable terms; but other- 
' wise that which, consummated in a proper manner, 
would be a great blessing, would be a great curse. 



He referred to the remarks of his colleagues Mr. 
HAHALsoKand Mr. Cobb, who had said that rtl par- 
ties in the State of Georgia were favorable to annex- 
ation. On the abstract question they were; but 
there was no party in Georgia during the last can- 
vass in fiivor of the plan of annexation at that 
time before the American people. 

Mr. HARALSON (Mr. S. yielding the floor) 
said that the people of Georgia had pronounced at 
the recent election, most emphatically in favor of 
annexation, if need be, on the terms of John Tyler's 
treaty itself. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then ««uld the genUeman 
vole for John Tyler's treaty? [Laughter.] 

Mr. HARALSON replied that he would not give 
it up on a quibble of that sort, but b« wonid vote 
for John Tyler's treaty, and for almost every project 
that had been introduced in this House. Texas he 
wanted, and he believed it constituiional, and called 
for by the voice of the American people. 

Mr. STEPHENS resumed. He believed that 
the people of Georgia, of either party, had not sup- 
ported John Tyler's treaty. During the last can- 
vass in that State, he had heard no man of the gen- 
tleman's party, or of his own party, who defended 
that treaty. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Houtss] 
had substantially declared that the southern man 
who voted for that treaty waa either a knave or • 
fool. 

Mr. HOLMES explained, and was understood to 
say that any southern man who went to divide the 
territory into slaveholding and non-olaveholding, 
was a fool or knave. 

Mr. STEPHENS resuming, said he had under- 
stood the gentleman. Did John Tyler's trsaty say 
anything about slavery? Was it not as silent as the 

grave on that subjectl Could any southern man, 
ten, who knew, as the gentleman from South Car- 
linn bad declared, that the South was in a minority 
on this floor, vote to bring in a wide domain, as 
large as France, by a treaty which left the question 
open? Did not the remark of the gentleman amount 
tu the declaration that any southern man who voted 
for this treaty waa a knave or a fool' Mr. 8. used 
BO such language. 

He went agauist the proposition reported by the 
chairman of um Committee oo Foreign Afiiurs [Mr. 
C. J. Inoemoll] on two giounds. One was, that 
it provided for the assumpuoB of the debts of Texas. 
He proceeded to amplify this coiMideration; and, in 
the course of his remarks, ha said that no man 
knew how much was that debt. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL. The Texians estima- 
ted their debt between seven and eight millions of 
doUara. It had been put at ten millisns of dollars 
by way of covering everything. [Laughter.] 

Mr. STEPHENS understood all of that. He 
asked the honorable gentleman if he could inform 
the House as to the fact whether the authorities of 
Texas knew what was that debt' Had there bean 
any estimation of it by them within the last three 
years? 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL replied that herminister 
estimated it at seven or eight millions of dollars. 

Mr. STEPHENS resumed. That estimate was 
made in 1841. He knew some men who were worth 
their thousacnla and tfly thousands in 1841 who 
were not worth a cent now. No gentleman on this 
floor presumed to assert that the amount of the debt 
of Texas waa known. They knew nothing about it. 

He went against this proposition for another rea- 
son; it left the slave qnestino unsettled. Much as 
he reearded the lustre of the "lone star," (and he 
would let it gleam on,) he admired the brilliant ga- 
laxy of the present confedertu:y of our glorious old 
twenty-six States as they now existed much more. 
And rather than that star shooting from its orbit, and 
coming into ours, should produce confusion, he 
should say let it gleam on alone, and remain 
where it is. From the ndnussion of that country 
with this question open, disastrous would be the 
result. Let that question be settled. "Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof," the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs had said. This was 
from the best authority; bat this was not tlie first 
lime that Scri[>ture had been misquoted. He said 
postpone not this evil day; if we were to have Tex- 
as, let that question be settled. He wished no Gre- 
cian wooden-horse brought into this confederacy. 

As a southern man, and Georgian, he protested 
against the correspondence of the Secretary of State 
on this subject. The institution of slavery was a 
domestic one, and the Secretary of State sought to 
make it a national one. He onjectsd to calling on 



this government to strenghten the institution of 
slavery. If this government could strengthen, it 
could weaken or aMlish slavery. The strong post 
occupied by the South was, that Congress coiJd not 
legislate on the subjact of aUvery at w; and by con- 
ceding to the government the power of legislating to 
strenghten the institution of slavery, they woukT be 
putting a weapon into their enemies' hands to de- 
stroy them. The gentleman from New York said 
yesterday that the annexation of Texas would uc* 
tend ilie area of freedom. Now, Texas was alreadjr 
a slave Stale— slavery existed there; and he would 
ask the gentleman if annexation would add one slave 
more to those already in being. Will one hiuniui 
being more be oppressed by slavery if Texas be an- 
nexed than without it? There was another view ha 
would submit. Was there not every reason to be- 
lieve (hat the condition of the slaves in Texas would 
be ameliorated by being brought under the whole- 
some influence of our laws? He was opposed to all 
the proiecis f«r annexation that had been submitted 
except that of the gentleman from Tenpassee, [Mr. 
MiLTOK Brown.] That project did not contennplate 
paying the debts of Texas; it did not contemplate 
any future legislation and consequent agitation in 
Congress; and settled the slave question forever. 
He admitted that Texas was quite as independent 
as Mexico, and her government was more stable. 

Mexico had for''eited her rights to Texas, if she 
ever had any. The whole aspect of the question 
was therefore changed since yesterday. An investi- 
gation of the quesuon had convinced him that the 
measure would not be in violation of the constitu- 
tion as had been contended by gentlemen. He then 
proceeded at length to argue the constitutional ques- 
tion, showing that Congress poxsessed the unquea- 
tionable tight to acquire imd annex territory to (he 
Union. 

He next replied to the arguments of many gentle- 
men who had precedid him in this debate, particu- 
larly that of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
Kenmedt,] who had contended that no citizen of 
Texas could be a representative on this floor, or oc- 
cupy a seat in the Senate, without a residence, aAer 
annexation, of Seven and nine years. He said that 
argument was extremely fiillaaous. What was the 
United Statee? A confederation of Slates. If Texas 
was annexed, she would be one of the United 
Slates; and a residence in Texas for the years speci- 
fied, would be a residence in one of these United 
Slates. He continued his reply to various gentle- 
men through his hour. 

■ Mr. McILVAlNE said there were so many gen- 
tlemen desiring to address the committee on this 
oocasi*n, and the lime was so very limited, that be 
should content himself with a recapitulation of the 
points of his aigument, and elaborate them and fin 
ouUines hereafter. 

He said, this is a great national question in tpHt 
of the combined eflforts of all southern gentlemoi to 
make it a local, a southern, a slave question. Its 
influences are as broad as the Union. It is a prop- 
osition to break up the Union; to destroy the terms 
of the original compact, to uproot and forever de- 
stroy (he relation between the relative influences in 
this government; to restore and perpetuate fbrerer 
that preponderance to the South which it has en- 
joyed from the foundation of the government, but 
which, fi-om the silent operation of our respectire 

Eolicics, is passing from it. It is a proposition to 
ring into this Union, liy a simple legislative act, a 
foreign government and a foreign people, eonial in 
territorial extent to one-quarter nf our entire Union. ' 
In reply to this, he said that the people whom he 
represented will consent to no such thing, and he 
might speak with equal confidence for his entire 
Stale. She is in favor of the Union as it is. She 
will maintain the constitution as it is, and all its | 
compromises, so long as it is suffered to remain the | 
fundamental law of this Union. But she will -not 
conKcnl (hat the balanses of power, resting upon 
those compromises, shall be disturbed by the incor- | 
poralion of new and foreign agents. He then me- 
posed 10 examine the authority by which this thing j 
IS proposed to be done. 

First, the constitutional anthority; and secondly, 
the vox ]topuU. He denied that the constitution gives 
to Congress any power, either expressed on im^ied, 
to acquire foreign territory; or to the treaty-making \ 
power the right to acquire territory for the purpoae 
of extending the Union. He affirmed taat the 
power given to Congress to admit new States was 
limited to the then territory of the Union. In proof j 
he offered the debates in the convention, tb* 
whole of which refer directly and in tentistosuch 
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terrhoiy; from which be inferred, as a neccHary 
conclusion, that if then bad been no such territory 
there would have been no such provision. Hence 
ths power to admit forei^ States falls to the ground. 
In opposition to this it is argued that, inasmuch as 
the original form of this article was definite in its 
terms, and an indefinite form substituted in its (dace, 
it was intended to embrace foreign Slates. An- 
swer, that an indefinite form was rejected as a 
substitute; and that the whole controversy was in 
reference to the propriety of giving Congress the 
power to dismember the existing States without 
their consent; and that no proposition so import- 
ant as that of giving to a bare majority of Congress 
the power to extend, ad Kbilvm, the extent of the 
Union, could have been proposed and adopted by 
that convention without eliciting debate. 

Next, the vox pofnili. They were told that the 
people have decided this question; and, therefore, 
that their will must be done. He denied, firat, that 
the people have the power to extend the legislative 
powers of thia government except in the manner 
prescribed by the constitution itself. And then he 
denied that any number of the States short of the 
whole have the power to engraft upon the consti- 
tution principles vitally aifeciing the original com- 
pact as to the dissenting States. But he utterly de- 
nied that the people have decided this question, at 
least affirmatively. He cited the Baltimore conven- 
tion which, by every principle of representative de- 
mocracy, nominated Mr. Van Buren, who was op- 
posed to annexation under exisUng circumstances, 
but, by a singular process of progressive de- 
mocracy, forced upon the party a candidate pledged 
to immediate and unconditional annexation; that 
Silas Wrifht was placed upon the same ticket for 
the Vice Presidency, who was, like Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, opposed to immediate annexation, to cover up 
this issue in the North; that the nomination subse- 
quently of Mr. Dallas was irrespective of bis Texas 
principles, and in reference to his supposed influ- 
ence in Pennsylvania, the second State in the Union. 
He denied that the question of immediate annexa- 
tion was generally sanctioned by the democratic 
party in the North. In New York, whose vote de- 
cided the contest, a clear and undisputed anti-Texas 
majority of 10,000 Totea was caal; and in the 
whole Union there was a popular majority against 
the measure. 

In Pennsylvania the question was not fairly in is- 
sue; but her vote was cast for Mr. Polk as the 
firiend of a protective tariff; and that votes thus fraud- 
ulently obtained are placed to the annexation of 
Texas. He said, present to them the question fairly, 
and its attendant consequences, and they are against 
it largely. Pennsylvania is able and willing to pay 
her own just debts; but she will not consent to be 
taxed to pay the debts of other and foreign States. 
She is willing to leave the institution of slavery 
where the constitution left it, in the States; but will 
not consent to pour out her blood and her treasare 
. and her honor to continue and extend and perpetu- 
ate it. He proposed to notice the question of expe- 
diency, and examine the calculation of the gentle- 
man from Alabama, and show that it is fallacious 
and preposterous; that the North, instead of ob- 
taining nn increased market for their fabrics, would 
get a So per cent, tariff; tind the West, instead of 
a new outlet for their agricultural produce, would 
get increased competition for their latMir. 

Next he noticed the proper and ultimate limits of 
Texas, and showed that tnere will not only be no 
public lands of any account, but that there will be 
no territory for free States after the boundary shall 
have been settled upon the most liberal terms as 
proposed by this government. He next proceeded 
to the ar^menl of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina against limiting the extension of slavery, and 
showeS that it would result in the devastation of the 
whole southern continent. And lastly, he noticed 
the proposed extension of the "area of freedom," 
and showed that the union of two independent re- 

Sublican governments cannot accomplish it, if free- 
oom means republican liberty. 
A contest for the floor, accompanied with some 
conversation by several gentlemen on the point 
nf order, arose between Mr. HALE and Mr. 
WOODWARD. 
The CHAIRMAN awarded the floor to 
Mr. WOODWARD. In some preliminary re- 
marks he announced his intention to direct his re- 
marks principsHT to the constitutional question; 
but, previous to that, he wished to present one con- 
uderaiion with reference to the Missouri compro- 
mise, of which they had heard so much, in order to 



disabuse the House of prejudices which existed on 
this subject. The settlement of the line commonly 
calltd the Missouri compromise line, north of 
which slavery should notexist, they heard urged 
hen as a compromise, an occasion of mutual con- 
cession between the advocates of slavery and non- 
slavery. If it had been a eoiLpromiae, it should 
have been in this form: that slavery should not ex- 
ist north, and that non-slavery should not exist 
south of this line. On the contrary, in the settle- 
ment of tliat line, the South took on themselves thia 
disability of ever establishing slavery north of the 
Une, and the adverse party stood wnere they had 
stood before recognised and legitimatized throughout 
the whole country. 

Advancing to the constitutional question, and 
premising uat there had arisen much confusion 
from the use of the word annexation; that Texas 
and Texas alone had the power of annexing her- 
self; that her power was efficient, that ours was pas- 
sive; that we- could only give permission to this 
annexation, he proceeded to refer to the existing 
clause of the constitution, empowering the Congress 
to admit new Slates into this Union, and to investi- 
gate with some minuteness the various propositions 
and voles in the convention which framed the con- 
stitution, in order to show that it was the intent of 
the framers of the constitution in inserting the clause 
as it now stands, to provide for the admission of 
States, as occasions arose, out of territory which 
was not then in the Union; and this being their in- 
tention, he maintained that it could not have been 
expressed in direct terms in the constitution, as it 
would amotmt to an invitation to the colonies of 
foreign powers to revolt, and to guaranty to them 
in that case, and in case of their coming into the 
Union, a republican form of government, which 
would have been a breach of international obla- 
tion, and would have involved us in war with for- 
eign governments. On the other hand, he asked 
gqntlemen on the opposite side, why it was that the 
express restriction was not made in the constitution, 
if such was the intention of the firamers of the consti- 
tution? 

In support of this view, he read from the Fedemlist 
by Mr. Madison, which laid down that the imme- 
diate object of the constitution was to secure the 
the Union of the thirteen primitive Slates, and such 
States as might arise witain thehr bosom, or wiIMm 
their neighborhood$. He held that the constitution 
was a remedial instrument, and the whole burden of 
it( object was to prevent the danger of having sq>> 
arate confederacies contiguous to each other here. 
Neighboring States were natural enemies to each 
other. The whole object was to substitute for the 
laws of nations, and for treaties, a constitution or 
eompact between different States. The exclusion of 
Texas, therefore, was a violation of this object; it 
was the disunion of Texas, aud the definttine of 
that object which the constitution was designed to 
aocomplisb. 

What was the distinction between the treaty-ma- 
king power and the sovereign powerf Here was 
the distinction: The treaty-making power was not 
a compact between nations, but it was a compact be- 
tween joint authorities. We have a treaty-making 
department and treaty-making officers, but we have 
no treaty-making power. It must proceed from the 
joint auihonty of nations. It is not a treaty which 
originates a body politic; it is not a treaty which 
originates a government. Was the constitution of 
the United States a treaty? Why it was a social 
compact resulting from internal authorities; it was 
an act which did not go abroad. The question now 
between the United Slates and Texas -was one of so- 
cial compact- It was a question not of operations 
and actions, but a question which goes to the or- 
ganization of society. Texas must annex herself 
to the United States. The act which she performs 
is simply a subscription to the constitution of the 
United States; and the act which we perform is sim- 
ply to assent to the action on her part. This was 
the way in which the several Stales now in the 
Union became partiea to tite constitutional govern- 
ment. The constitution which was framed in con- 
vention was ratified by nine States giving their as- 
sent to it; and every succeeding State must come in 
in the same way. We did not annex North Caro- 
lina and Rhode Island to the Union, they annexed 
themselves. When the convention broke up, after 
having framed a constitution, they left their agent 
there to express their authority — not their power — 
that all the Slates assenting to the constitution might 
comeinto the Union. Mr. W. then replied totiie 
remark* of Mr. Barmarp, which refSMrrea to the doc- 



trine of strict construction as maintained in the 
South, explaining what those doctrines were, and 
how they applied to the present question. 

Mr. CAUSIN obtained the floor over a number 
of competitors, among whom was Mr. Rathsr, and 
then yielded the floor, to that gentleman for an ex* 
planation. 

Mr. RAYNER said he wished to state to thia 
House and the nation, (and he wished the reporters 
to take it down,) that no southern whig, who 
was opposed to the annexation of Texas, had been 
allowed to open his mouth on this question. He 
wished to state this, so that it might appear to the 
people of this country that the grounds on which the 
southern whigs opposed thia measure had not been 
allowed to go to tue world. 

The CilAIR made some observations which 
were not heard by the reporter, but was understood 
to call the gentleman to order. 

Mr. CAUSIN followed, and having but half an 
hour led, he gave notice that he ahoiud not attempt 
to make a speech, for that he found impoaaible m 
the time allotted to him. He should, however, ex- 
press his views to the people in another way. He 
then proceeded to the question, and said he should 
vote against every proposition of annexation which he 
bad yet seen, censuring, at the same time, the at- 
tempts which had been made to make the acquisi- 
tion of territory dependent on a municipal regulation 
or domestic institution. He said h» foresaw that 
this matter was but the germ of divisions and par- 
tiea for the future, which ahould influence our elec- 
tions. He proceeded to discuss the question in all 
iu bearings, (which have been fully reported during 
this debate,) pcuticularly the constitutional power 
to admit Texas into this Union as now proposed. 

At 2 o'clock, precisely, the chairman announced 
the arrival of the hour which the House had fixed 
for the termination of the debate, and the committee 
proceeded to vole on the pending propositions, and 
on the several propositions subsequently offered. 

The stale or the question before the Committee 
was this: 

Mr. C. J; Ihoerioll had reported from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affiairsa joint resolution dedacing 
that annexation and union between the United States 
and the republic of Texas, take effect as settled the 
ISth of April last, in the following words, viz: 

"JOINT RESOLUTION for annexing Tcxst to the United 
BtaMt. 
Ret^cti ty Me Smalt mi //awe <if RtrntnUtlttttf (Ac 
Vnlui Stttt •/ 'imtrica in Oturrut oMewMe^ Tliat -uv 
aexation and uniou between th« said United States and tbe 
republic of Texas uke tsAect as settled the twelfth of April 
last, in tbe following words, vii: 

".IxTicLi I. The republic of Texas, acting ineoaformitx 
with tbe wishes of the people and lovemment, cede* 
to tbe United States all tiie territone* of Texas, to be 
held bv tbrm in fUll propertv aad sovereignty, and to be 
annexed to tbe said United State* *• one of their Territories, 
subject to tbe same constitDtlonal pravisionr with their 
other Territoriee. This oxssion inelnding all publie lots and 
•quares, vacant lands, mines, minerals, salt lalcea sad 
springs, pohiic aditces, fortitcatlons, bertaeks, perUaod 
liarbora, navy and navy 'yards, docks, magazines, anns, 
annaments, and aceontremants, aicbives ana public does- 
manu, public funds, debts, taxes aad dues unpaid at thotime 
of annexation. 

"AiiTrcLt II. The citizena ofTexas shall be incorporated 
into the Union of the United States, maintained end protect- 
ed in the free e^Jovmsnt of their liberty and property, and 
admitted, s> soon as may be consiMent with tue principle* 
of the federal constitution, to the ei\jorroeDtof alltherigbu, 
privileges, and immunities, of citizens of the'United States. 
"AaricLE III. All titles and claims to real estate, valid 
nnder the laws of Texas, shall be held so by the United 
States, and measures adopted for (be spmdy adjudicatioB 
of all ttuaettled claiou to land, and patent* shall be granted 
to those found valid. . „ ^ 

"AaricLt i». The public land hereby ceded shall be 
subject to the laws regulating the pxhlic land* in the other 
Territories of the United StaWs, asfar as they may be ap. 
pUeable; snl^ect, however, to such altarations and changes 
as Congress may from time to time think nrorei to make. 
1^ in conaeqnence of the mode in which lands have been 
surveyed in Texas, or from previous grants or locations, 
the sixteenth icction cannot no applitd to the purpose of 
education, Congress shall make enual provision by grant 
of land elsewhere. And it is also further undentood that, 
hereaflcr, the books, papers, and documents of the Ueneral 
Land Office of Texas shall iM deponited and kept at such 
place in Texas as the Congress of the United State* sU:xil 
direct 

•'AaTicLi ». The United States assume and agree to pay 
the public debU and liobiliUts of Texas, however crested, 
for which the faith or credit of her government may be 
bo Mild it tlie time of annexation: said debts end liabilities 
estimated not to exceed, in the whole, ten millions of dol- 
lars, to be ascertained and paid in tbe manoer harelaaftor 
stated: 

"Tbe psyment of the earn of three bandn.-d and fifty thou- 
sand (lollan shall be made at tbe taeasnry of the Uniird 
State*, within ninety day* after annexation, a* follow*: T« o 
hundred aad fifty thou*and dollars to Frederick Bsrwtoti. of 
Baltimore, or his executors, on the deliver}- of that amount 
ten per coat, bond* of Texaaj one hundred thoo*and «oi. 
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hit, U 10 mnek b« raqaind. In tlie radenptioD of Uia ex- 
clMqMi bilb which bolj be in circ^Uou at the time of 
uuezatian. Kor the pejrment of the reimtDiler of the deMt 
mA UtbiltttOT of Ttxu, which, together with the tmooat 
dnMdT «r«ci<«d, (hell not exceod tea miHione of dsltan, 
the piiBlio l*nd« herein coded, ud the set levenae troot the 
MOM, ue horebjr pledged. 

"ilATieL* Ti. Ik onur to Hoetlaiii the fail Ukonat of the 
debit end JMUitite benin •Mume(l, and the lefelitj end 
Talidity theieof; four coamiMioncrs ehall he MMlated bj 
the rretident of the United State*, br and with the advice 
tod content of the Senate, who thaU meet at Waahington, 
Tesat, witmnthe'perlod of ais aonllu after annaxatiaa, aiid 
OMT oontivue in tetiion aot exoeedisc tweive montlu, UB- 
leit the Congreit of the United Slatea ihoald pro- 
long the time. They shall taice an oath for tlie faith- 
fal ditolui^e lof their dntiet, and that they are not direct. 
Ij Or iudirectiT intereated in lald claimi at the time, and 
wiU aot be oaring their eoDtinoance in office; and tlie 
teid oath thall be recorded with their proceediugt. In 
caae of the death, tiokneit, or retignttion of any of the com- 
miteionect, hit or their place or placet may be lappUed by 
the appointment at aioietaid, oc by the Pretidentofthe 
United Statu during the reo«M of the Senate. They, era 
m^ority of them, thall be aolhoriied, Dnder tuch regula- 
tiont at the Congren of the United Statet may nretoribe, to 
hear, examine, and decide om all queetloM touching the le- 
nJUty and validity of taid claimt, and thall, when a claim it 
allowed, ittue a certillcate to (he claimant, ttaling the 
amonnt, dittingniihiag prineipel from laterett The certlS- 
oatet te ittoM thall be numbered, and entry mad* of the 
number, the name of the perton to whom itsned, and the 
amount, in a book to be kept for that purpose. They 
than trantmit the reoordt of their proceeding! and 
the book in which the certihcatei tre entered, with 
the Toueben and documentt produced before them, 
relative to the claimt allowed or rejected, to the 
Treatury Department of the United Statet, to be depoiited 
thereio; and the Secretary of the Treatury thall. at loon st 
ptacticabls after the receipt of the tame, aacartain the aggre- 
gate amount *f the dehu and Uabilitie* allowed; and if the 
tame, when added to the amount to be paid to Frederick 
Dawton, and the torn which may bo paid in the redemption 
Of the exchequer billt, than not exceed the eatimated turn 
often million* of dollar*, he thall, on the pretantationofa 
cettiAcat* of the oommittionen, Itine, at the option of the 
holder, a new certiAcate for the amount, distioguishiug 
principal from interett, and payable to him or order, out of 
the net proceedt of the pnblfe landt hereby oeded , or stack 
of the united Statet, for the amount allowed. Including 
principal and interest, and bearing an inlarest of three per 
cent perannum from the date thereof; which stock, in ad- 
dition to being made payable oat of the net proceeds of the 
public lasdt hereby ceded, thall also be receivable In pay- 
ment for the tame, -in case the amount of the debtt and 
Uabilitiet allowed, with the tumt aforeiaid to be paid to 
Frederick Dawson, and whicb may be paid in the ademp- 
tion of the exchequer bUlt, thall exceed the sum of ten mU- 
Uont of dollart, the taid taoretary , batore ittaing a new cer- 
tified, or *toek, aathecate may ba, ahull make in each 
case tuch proportionable and ntable dedocUon on itt 
amount as to reduce the aggregate to the said sum of ten 
millions of dollart;and he shui have power to make all 
needful rales and regulations necettary to oarry lata fdfcct 
t'le power* hereby vested in him. 

"AaTicLE Til. UntilfurtherproTislon shall be made, the 
laws of Texa*, as now exiiting, thall remain in force; and 
all executive and judicial offlcert of Texas, except the 
Pra«ident, Vice President, and head* of departments, shall 
retain their oSkoa*, with all power and authority tmpertain- 
log (hereto; and the court* of iuatlce thall remain ih all 
Ktpectt at now ettablithed and organized. 

"Aatieix VIII. Immediately after aanexalion, the Preu- 
dant of the United State*, by and with the advice and eo>- 
tent of the Senate, thall appoint a oommiationer, who thall 

f proceed to Texaa and receive the trutfer ol the territory 
hereof, and all the archivea and pnbUe property, and 
other things herein conveyed, in the name of the United 
Slatea. He shall exenbe all executive authority in said 
territory neceasary to the proper executioD of the laws, 
until otaerwi** provided. 

•'JUnttiti, That the said articlea are hereby declared to be 
the fundamental law of union between the taid United 
State* and Texaa, *o *oon at the supreme authorities of the 
taid republic of Texas sbaH agree to the seine. And it shall 
be the duty of the Preiident of the United States, to toon 
at he shall be odiclally noUAed of tuch agreanent on the 
pari of Texat, to announce the tame by preclumation. 

"Rttvhaei, further, hy the OHtiorit^ a/ortsaM, That it it 0% 
derstood and intended that whatever wat stipulated to be 
done immediately, or'at a Axed period alter the exohange 
of taid compact, thall be done immediately, or in a Uke pe- 
riod after the tupreme autboritie* of Texa* *hall have for- 
mally agreed to the** r^^olntMu*." 

And further decbring [mc- 2] the said articles 
*'to be the fiindamenuu law of tinton" betveen 
the United States and Texas, as soon as the 
supreme authorities of the said republic of Texas 
sfiee to the same. And it aball be the duty of the 
f^sident of the United States, as soon as he shall be 
officially notified of such agreement on the part of 
Texas, to announce the same by proclamation. 

And further, [sec. 3,] "That it is understood and 
intended that whatever was stipulated to be done im- 
raediately or at a fixed period after the exchange of 
said compact, shall be aone immediately or in a like 
period after the supreme authorities of Texaa shall 
nave formally agreed to these resolutions." 

Which said joint resolution Mr. Wkixxr had 
moved to amena by striking out all aAer the enact- 
ing.claose, and inserting as a mibslitute that which 
(entire) reads as follows: 

JOINT RESOLUTION annexing Texat to the United 
Statet. 
JUtefccd iy (A* Stnolt and JJmc <tf RtpruaiMitti tf tht 



UnlUi Statu of Jhnrict us Confrtu mtmUtil, That Anm 



and after the pauage of thete retolutioa*, (the tupreme an- 
tborttiet of Texat concurring therein,) the territory now 
lanwa at the lepublic of Texa* h*, and the nam it hereby. 



annexed to, and made a portion of, the territory of the 
United SUte*. 

Sec t. wfadtt it fitraerruelvU, That the fadmbttaslanow 
retidlBg upon the aaid territory, and wKhln the limlta e< 
Texat, thall ba ineorporatadiato theUaioa oTth* Uaited 
Statu, and protected in the free aqjoymeat of their liheity 
and properiy. and admitted, u toon u may be consistent 
with the principles of the fedeml conttitntion, to the enjoy- 
ment of all the ilghtt, privileget, and Immuaitlu <a citiceBi 
of, the United Slatea 

Skc. 3. ,Jn<l bt ii further rtnlnd. That the taid territory 
hereby annexed thall be known u the "Territory ofTexu;* 
and. until otherwite oidered, the law* of Texat now existing 
tbail remain in full force: and all executive and Jadlcial 
odioen of Texas, (except the Pretident, Vice Pretident, and 
headt of department,) shall retain their ofllcu, with all au* 
tnorky and power appertaining thereto; and the courts of 
Juttice theia ettablithed shall, for the pretent, remain at 
now oigantead. 

Sko. 4 ^nd U af milker rteolMi, That all tUlet and claiai* 
to real utata, valla under the exltUng laws of Texu, tbaU 
be deemed and held to by thegovemment of the United 
Statu. 

Sac. t. ,.Jnd i( UfurUerrtnlnd, That the public land* ia 
the taid iarritory he, and the tame are hereby, pledged lor 
the payment of the debt, however created, anterior to the 
patsaffe of these resolotioiu, for which the ftith of the %oT' 
emmdnt of Texas hu been given, amounting, u it top- 
posed, to ten millions of doUait. 

8>:c. a. .tnd it it furtier ntelini. That commitfiooer* 
thall hereafter be appointed, under tuch restrictions u Con- 
greHs may impose. To examine and report the claimt which 
may be pretented againtt the guvemment of Texat, in order 
that the proceeds of the public lands, a* aforesaid, may be 
applied to the extinguishment thereof 

Sec. 7. >9nd bt it further resotptd. That CommiSBiooeiU 
slmll hereafter be appointed, who shall wtabUsh the bound- 
arie*, and divide said territory in such manner and form as 
Congreu may direct 

Sue. 8. .ind be ii further nnlred. That at soon u the lu 

Seme authorities of Texas shall signify their approval of 
e*a reselntiona, the same shall be deemed and ueid to be 
the ftindamental law of the land- 

Which said amendment Mr. DovcLAtt had 
moved to amend by striking out the preceding and 
aifibstituting therefor a proposition, wnich, after sev 
eral modifications, is as follows: 

Joint resolution providing for the admission of Texat a* a 
State of the Union. 

Be it rteolrtd fry Ms Senat* end House of Repretentatiete 
of the United Statet of Jhnerite in Congres* asMembted. lliat 
the Congress doth consent that the territor;- rightfuUy in- 
cluded within tlie limitt of Texas be erected into a new 
State, by the name and style of Texas, with a republican 
form of government, to be adopted by the people of llexu, 
with the content of the existinc government, and he admit- 
ted into the Union upon the following condition* and guar- 
antin; which, when adopted u afosetaid, ahall be obliga- 
tory a* well upou the people ofTexa* at upoa the United 
Statet. 

tirt. That taid State be formed subject to the adjust- 
ment, by the government ol the United States, of all que** 
lions of hoandary that may arise with other govemmaats. 

Second. That the oonetitulionof said State of Texat, with 
the profMji evidence of its adoption by the people thereof, 
be transmitted to the Pretident of the IJnited Statet, that the 
tame may be laid iiefore Congress at its next session. 

nird. That Texas shall retain her public lauds >nd otbtr 

Eubiic property, and remain, as at present, responsible for 
er debts. 

Fourth. That if, hereafter, with the consent of the IwUla- 
ture of the Slate now proposed to be admitted, new State* 
be formed wittiin Uie jurisdictiou of said State, said new 
States Fhall not exceed three in number, in addition to tlie 
said State; and such new States shall be admitted Into the 
Union with or without the institution of slavery, w the 
people in each one of said State* rupeclrvely may, at the 
time of their application to Coogiets for admission, deter- 
mine. 

And the pending question was first on the amend- 
ment of Mr. DotiGLAM to the amendmeat of Mr. 
Wellbr. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that the eoromittee rise, 
with a view, in the House, to move a call of the 
House; but, after some oonversation — the attendance 
of members already being very full — he withdrew 
the motion. 

Tellers were asked, and, being ordered, Messrs. 
Cava JoBNtoH and WfNTBKOP were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 96, noes 107. 

So the amendtiMat of Mr. Doi'olam to the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. WsLuta, (as above given,) 

Mr. HAMLIN called for the reading of the 
amendment; which was read. 

Mr. H. moved an amendment, to add at the close 
of the section 2d of the amendment the following: 

"And the terms onVhich laid territory shall be admitted 
at Statu into the Union thsH be determined by Congntt 
at the time of admittlon, in soeordaoce with the eowtitu- 
tton." 

Mr. REDINQ asked tor leUers; whkh were or- 
dmwd. 
Tlw question being taken on tke amendment of 



Mr. Hamuk to the amendment, it was rejected by 
•yea 86, nees not es«B(ed. 

Tlte question again recurring on the ameudmeat ' 
of Mr. Wei>MB, | 

Mr. ELMER proposed to amend by subatitiuii| 
the proposition oflfeied yesterday by Mr. Own, 
accepteil by Mr. DooctAit, and jual rejected bv the 
oomatittee. except the last four lines, in ueu of vkick, 
he insertaa as follows: 

"And in that one Of the aaid new State* which shall kt 
Artt admitted, and in one other of the taid new tttlct. 
slavery or involuntary servitude, except for the poaitbiatat 
ol crimu, thall not exist" 

The quMtion being taken on (he amendment of 
Mr. EtHEit to the amendment, it was rejected- 
ayes 16, noea not counted. 

The question once more recurring on the ameod- 
ment of Mr. Wbllcr, 

Mr. ROBINSON moved to amend tlie amendniem 
by striking out all after the enacting elaaae, and the 
word "That," and inxerting the following: 

[That] so much of Texu u may be>mbraced in ta sKt 
not exceeding tliat of the largest State in the Union, tad n 
thell be detoribed in tke oontdtaUon to be adopted u henk. 
alter provided, thall. on the adi^liett of • eooMtrntiat W 
(he people thereof ai a State, in accordance wilh llm oatB' 
tutioD of the United State* and of the providons of this set, 
and on the traasmisaion of lueh constitation to the Ptm. 
deni, on or before the 4th day ef Jaly next, be, and its 
ansae i* hereby, upon hit praolamatioa tli«rao( adssiitoi 
M one of the States of this Union. 

See. 3. .^nd bt it fwtker retolrtd. That such ooactitatio* 
tfaall contain a proviaion ceding to the Uidled Sts«« theja- 
ri*dieUon of the reeidue of the territory of Texas, ia wUck 
slavery thall not ealtt, unleu CougreM iball hereafter •» 
determine by law;and this act ofadiniuionthall net be cog- 
ttrued to imply any utumption of er intention on the piit 
of the United Statu to anume, now er heraafter.tlie deUi. st 
any portion thereof, of Texu, oi* to inpair the right of nil 
state to the soil.of the terriloir to to be ceded, oi the light 
of the State of Texu to determine whether slavery sfatller 
thall not exist in taid State. 



Sac .3. ,A»d be il furtlurruelted. That antil the aextapm- 
tionmenl of repreunlatlvu amoag the Statu, t)t* aaid mtt 
of Texas shall be entitled to two aanaton and two itftt- 



teotatives in the Coogrua 

The question was taken, and the amendment lo 
the aroendmeul was rejected— ayea 40, noeti not 
counted. 

The question ncurring on the amendment of Mr. 
Wbllkr, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved an amendnttnt lo 
the amendment, lo add lo the second section (of Mr. 
WsLLEa's amendment, as above) the following 
proviso: 

Prorided, That u a fundamental condition of tlM aaaom- 
tionafeietaid, the existence of slavery shall be foirvcrpn- 
hibited In one-half (of all the annexed territory, to birmt 
the we«t and northwest part theieof, and lo be delotmin^ 
u nuriy as may be. by a line running due nortk.and ssaik 
through the territory aforesaid. 

The question was taken, and the amendnient to 
lb* atnendment was rejected by — ayes 46, aoes out 
counted. 

The question still recurring on the ameadmeMef 
Mr. Weller, 

Mr. BURKE moved U> amend (he unendaesi 
by strikiDg out all after the enacting claoaa, and m- 
setting the following: 

That the Congrest doth coiuen( thB( (lie teniloiy 
known u the republic of Texu. and ngfatfuIIjb<*>eiaaic|l*C 
to the same, may be erected into a new State, tobecMlnl 
the State of Texas, with a rbpublican t'uim of govemmcA 
to be udopted by the jteople of said republic, iu such ssetis 
u the do fy constituted authoritjet thereof may prescrSw, n 
order that the same may be admitted as one of the Slattv «( 
tills Union. 

Bar. 3. .tnd be UJurlher enartrd. That tlie coastii*. 
tionofthe State of Texas, with the proper evidence of Hs 
adoption by the people of Texas, shall be tranasatttrd to <h* 
Pntidentofthe Uuled SUtes, to be laH befora Coagreu 
lor its Anal action, on er beibre tlis Ant day of Jamtary e*< 
thousand eight hundred and forty-six, 

Skc. 3. .4nd>« it further nttcled. That the afiorecaid Itrti- 
lory may be divided into new Statu, not exceediiig Avt in 
nnmber.aad, having a audioianlpopBlatien, ator be *dM- 

and pi»vMoMa(lke 



ted into the Union under the term* and pi9' 
federal constitution: Pi-ort'ded, That such ^tea 



umayb. 



formed out of th*t purtiou of said territory lyxBg soeth sf 
thirty-six degrees ttiirty minttles north latitude, oonsae^ 
known as the Missouri C(»npiomi*e line, *h>U l/O adaullsd 
Into the Union, wither without tlaveiy, uthe poopla tf 
each State uking admistlen may deure. 

Sf:. 4. ,1nd be it further enacted. Thst the rreaidental 
the United States, by and with the advice mud eonseal el 
the Senate, is hereby authoriiad to adiatt aad acttle tH 
questions relating to the boundaries of said territory, wWck 
m^ arise with other goverrimentt. 

Sec. i. ^ttd bt it further inaetod. That said State, wbca 
admitted into the Union, aflar ceding to the Ualtad Sikhs 
all mines, minerals, salt laicu and tpiiagt, and alao eU pab- 
lic edlAcei, except her ctpitol, conrt-heusoa, Jaiia, lal 
other buildingt adapted to State and county pnipoou, tad 
all fortiScatloa*, Mmckl, porta, and baiboia, aavyul 
navy-yard*, dock*, magaziaet, anni, amaaacals, and il 
other property aad mean* pertaining lo the pvbUc dAan 
belonging to taid republic ef Texaa, iball rolaia aO At 
public fund*, debtt, taxu, and duu of evet^ kind retUk 
sMybeleag «r bedm tonM lepabUe; aad stiaJlalNia 
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[Cmtmud firom J^o. 13.] 

ttia an tke pabUc Judt liriog within it* liaiu, to be m- 
■iSedtothrnijiBeiitcftlia debtiud UabiUlioor the Mid 
npablic Df T«mi; and the midae of nid landi, altar die- 
cbtKingiaid debt* and Uabillilu, ma^rbe diiposedofai 
laid State ahall direct; PntUii, that In no erent ahall nid 
debt! and Uabilitiea ba aaeamed br, or become a chatfe 
ufon, thecOTeraaent of the tJaited Statea. 

Sio. 9. .dial it It fwrOur nacUi, That all qneitlona, 
cUbm, and diapntea, in regard to land titles, ariiinc within 
the leiritoilal Bmite of Tena, ahall be a<|usted. lettled, and 
decided by the oonrta and aathoritiea of leid State, lul^ject 
to the eoutitittioBal joiiadictian of the coarU of tlte United 
Statea. 

Sac. 7. Ani ht itfmiktr eitaettd. That the State of Tezaa, 
wkea admitted into the Union, ehall be entitled to two aen- 
Btota, and, antil the next apportionment, to two repreienta- 
tint in the Congreaa of the United Statu. 

Sue. 8. .^nd U Ufialher mtud. That the foregoing oon- 
ditlonl and rucantiet, when accepted by the oonatituted 
aathoritiea or Tesaa. ahalt be the fundamental baiil of nnioB 
between mid republic and the United Statea. 

The qoestioa wu taken, and the amendment to 
the Bmendment was rejected — ayes 96, noes 111. 
The qoeation rseumng on the amendment of Mr. 

WlLLBa, 

Mr. MILTON BROWN submitted the foUowing 
as an amendment to it: Strike out the amendment 
of Mr. WcixBR to the original resolution and insert 
as follows: 

JOINT RESOLUTION declaring the tenni on which Con- 
graaa will admit Texaa into the Union a> a State. 

SMofcxd iy Me Smote sad Httut i^RtfmaUatira tftkt 
Vnitti SMc* rfJlmtruM in Confrtit aittmbUd. That Con- 
fnie deth coaaent that the territory properly included 
within, and tigktfiillj belonging to the republic of Texas, 
■ajr be eractad into a new State, to be called the State of 
Texaa, with a republican form of government, to be adopted 
by the people ofaaid repnblie, by deputlet in conrentlon 
anembled, with the eoneent of the exntlng goremment, in 
order that the aame may be adaiUed ai one of the Stales of 
tui Union. 

Sic. 3. ^nd he fmilur raaktd. That the foregoing oon- 
•eat of Congreet iii given npon ibe following condition*, 
and with the tallowiiK guaraatiea, to wit: 

FinL Said Slate to be ioTaed, ra)«aet to the adjuitmeiA 
qr thit jnTenment of all qneitiona of honadaiT ibat may 
*>u> vim^ergoTem«entf:and thecoiutiintlon Iheregf, 
«IOi the proper evidesee of ita adoption by the people of 
•ail ramblto of Ten*, abaU be traiamitted to the President 
of the Unittd Statea, to belaid before Congreas for iu Inal 
aeliaii.en«r befcn the lint day of January one thouaand 
tight hnndied and forty^ix. 

Sre**d|8aU State, whenadmltled into Che Union, after 
Mdiagto the United Slate* all pnbUc edifleea, forUflcaUont, 
Mriackf, porta and bartwra, navy and navy-yarda,docka, 
■ ag a T l ae a, aiiat, antamentt, and all other property and 
Biaaaa pertaining to the public defence belonging to aald 
Hf nblle of Tent, thall retain all the public lnod>, debit, 
taxet, and doea of every hind which may belong to, or he 
dne and owing aaid republic; and shall alao retain ail the 
vacant and uimppropr&ted landa lying within !!• limits, to 
be applied to the payment of the debts and liabilitiei of etid 
lepahlie of Texas; and the retidne of said lands, after dit- 
ekarging aaid dabte and llablUlie*, to be ditpoced of as said 
Slate may direct; but in no event are said debts and liabili- 
tietto become a charge upon the government of the United 



nM. New Statea, of convenient aiie, not exceeding four 
ia aanber in addition to said State of Texas, and having suf- 
leient popnlation, may hereafter, by the oonaent ofaaid 
State, b« formed out of the territory tnereof which shall be 
tatitled to admiiiion under the provisiona of the federal con. 
•Itatioa. And aoch Statea aa may be farmed out of that 
portlaa of said territory lying soath of tiUrty-six degiee* 
uirtr minutes north latitude, commonly known as the Mis* 
•onrl compromise line, shall he admitted into the Union, 
with or withoot atevvry, as the people of eaoh Slate ashiut^ 
admisstoa say deaiie. 

Mr. DOUGLASS asked the gentleman from Ten- 
■sawato accept the following as a modification of 
Us amendment, to coma in alter the laat clause: 

And In such Statea at thall be formed out of laid ter- 
ritonr north of tajd Missouri compromise line, slavery or 
iavounlary servltnde, except forcnme, shall be prohibited. 

Mr. M. BBOWN acMpted the modificauon. 
, The queSlioii being taken on the amendment or 
Mbstitnte as modified, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, ayes 109, noes 99. 

lita tjotMion was then taken on agreeing to the 
amendment a* amended, and deddM in the affir- 
maliTa, ayes 110, noes 93. 

On motioa by Mr. M. BROWN, 

The committee rose and reported the resolution as 
•■Mnded to the House. 

Mr. CAVK JOHNSON then rose and said: we 
ksTe so much buaineaa pending before Congress, 
and so short a time left to do it in, that I hope the 
Hoose will now sanction the previous question, and 
pot an end to this agitating queation. I therefoie 
aiOTe the pierions question. 



The question waa put on seconding the previous 
question, and decided in the affirmaUve, ayes 107, 
noes 97. . 

The question, "Shall the main question be now 
put'" coming up, 

Mr. BRINKBRHOFF called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. STETSON wished to know if the vote now 
taken would prevent the taking the yeas and nays 
on a ptopoation to restrict riavery in this terri- 
tory. 

'rhe CHAIR said it would not if the proposition 
should be in order. , 

The vote was then taken, and the queslion was 
decided in the affirmative, yeas 113, naya 106, as 
follows: 

YEAS— Hesara. Arrington, Ash*, Atkinton, Bayly, Bel- 
ter, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black. Jamei A. 
Black, Blackweil, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Barfce, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd Gary, Reuben Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Chapnell, Clinch, Clinton, Cobb, 
Colea, Cross, Cullom, Danlu, John W. Dsvli, Dawson, 
Dean, Dellet, Dooglus, Oromgoole, Duncan, Ellis, Ftrler, 
Ficklin, Foster, French, Fuller. Hammett, Haralson, Hays, 
Henley, Holaaes, Hodge, Hopkins, Hooaton, Habard, Hub- 
bell. Hughes, Ckariea J.ingetaoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
Andixw Johnson, Oeoige W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
Kitkpalrick, Lahranche, iMonard, Lneaa, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClemand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Isaac £. 
Morte, Murphy, Newton, Norrit, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, 
Pettit, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, David 8. Aeid, 
Belt Bhett, Hitter, Boberts, Kussell, Seunden, Sentcr, 
Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smitli, Thomas Smith, Robert 
SmKhJSteenrod, Stephens, 8 lies, James W. Stone, Alfred P. 
Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, I'ucker, 
Woller, Wentworth, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey , 
andYost-113. 

NATS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Andertoa, Baker, Bar 
ringer, Barnard, Benton, Branglc, Brinkerhoff, Jeremiah 
Brown, Bnflhigton, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, 
Catlin, Canain, Chilton, CUngman, Collamer, Cranston, 
Dana. Dam^h, Oarrett Davis, Jtlchard D. Davis, Deberry, 



O^r 

Birner,' Uerricfc, Hudson, Washiiwtan Hunt, James B. 
mnoL, J«s«>h S. ^ngetaoU, Irvin, JaaEa, Perley B. Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Freaton King, Daniel t. Kindr, Lyon, 
McCausIeB, McClelland, Mellvafiie, Manh, Mathews, Ed. 
J. Morris, Joieph Morris, Freeman H.Morae, Mosely, Nes, 
Paterson, Pbicnix, Pollook, Elisha R. Potter, Preston. 
Purdy.Ji^iisey , Ralhbun, Kayner, Reding. Rebineon, Rock- 
lA;, Rogers, SL John, Sample, Schenck, Sev- 
Stjiat H. Seymour, David L. Seymonr, Simons, 
iii Caleb B. Smith, Spence, stetson, Andrew 
Biewart. joqn StsWart, Summers, Thomaason, Tllden, 
Tyler, Va^, Vanmeter, Vintod, Wethered, Wbeatoa, 
John White, Benjamin White, Williama, Wintbiop, and 
WilUam.5rrlghl-10«. 

So t|ie main question waa ordered to be now 
put. , 

The SPEAKER announoed the next question to 
i on ogreeing to the amendment of the Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. JOHN STEWART called for the reading of 
tlieioint resolution. 

The Clerk read it accordingly. 

Mr. VINTON called for (he yeas «nd. jiays, and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. ELMER rose and said he wished to be ex- 
cused from voting, and for that he would state hia 
reasons. He was favorable — 

The SPEAKER interposed and said the limit to 
which the gentleman was confined was very nar- 
row. 

Mr. ELMER said he merely wished lo state that 
he was in favor of the admission of Texaa to this 
Union, and would be willing to vote for such a 
proposition if it were brought oeforfe the House in 
a reasonable shape. 

The SPEAKER again reminded .the gentleman 
that the limit ta which he muat confine himself was 
very narrow. ^ 

Mr. ELMER continued.* But under the previous 
question they were cut off from taking the yeas 
and nays on any amendment. [Loud cries of 
"order, order."] He wished to be excused because 
he waa called upon to vote for a proporition which, 
in another shape, he should be in favor of; but he 
bad no opportunity of taking the sense of the House 
by yeas and nays on an amendment by which he 
desired to make a reasonable compromise on the 
subject of slavery so as to exclude that^stitution 
frsm a part of the territory. [Load cries of "order. 'T 
He thought this waa a sufficient reason for desiring 
to be excused firam TOting, but luivinf roadethM 



statement he now withdrew his application. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if he could not now 
move that the gentlenoan from New Jeraey be 
excused, for he had given a snfficianlly cogent rea- 
son. 

The SPEAKER aaid that such a motion would 
not be in order. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and resulted thus — yeas 118, naya 101: 

TEAS — Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Bayly, Bel 

ser, Bidlack. i-^ward J. Black, James Blnck, James 4- 
Black, Ulackwcll, Bower, Buwiin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd Cary, Reuben Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Cnappell, l3inch, Clinton, Cobb, 
Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawsou, 
Dean, Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Ellis, Farlee, 
Fieklin, Foster, French, Fuller, Hamroett, Haralson, Hays, 
Henley, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Huliard, Hub- 
bell, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnaen, 
Andrew Johnson, Georee W. Joues, Andrew Kennedy, 
Xlrkpatrick, Lebranchc, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkins, Lyon, 
Maclay, McClemand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 
Mathews, Isaac E. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Noiris, Owen, 
f^rmenter, Payne, Pettit, Peyton, Emery D. Potlnr, Pratt, 
David S. Bcid, Relfc, Rhett, RiUer, Roberts, Russell, 
Saunders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Six^son, 
Midell, John T Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stephens, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. 
Stone, Alfred F. Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Tbomn. 
son, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Woodwax*. 
Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, and Tost— 118. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar. 
ringer, Barnard, Benton, Brengle, Brinkerholf, Jeremiah 
Brown, Buffington, Carpenter, Jeremiah K. Cary, Carroll, 
Catlin, Causin, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranvtoa, 
Daiia, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dilbnglum, Dunlap, Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, 
Oiddingt, Ooggin, Willit Oreen, Bynun Green, Orinnell, 
Orider, Hale, Hannibal Uamlio, Edw. 8. Hamlin, Hardin, 
Haipcr, Herrick, Hudson, Washinaton Hunt, Jamea B. 
Hunt, Joseph R. Iiigenoll, Irvin, Jeiuu. Pcrlcy B. Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Prestun King, Daniel P. King, MoCauslen, 
McClelland, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph 
Morris, Freeman H.Morse, Moioly, Nes, Falerson, Pbeuux, 
Fullock, Elisha R. Potter, Piestoa, Pnrdy, Ramsey, RaUt 
bun, Royner, Reding, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodney, tto- 
gcrs, St. John. Sample, Schenck, Severance, David L.- 
Seymoor, Albert Saalth, Caleb B. Sinith, SfH-ncc, Steleon, 
Andrew Stewart, Summers, Thomasaoa, lllden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter. Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton, Job» 
While, Benjamin White, WOllams, Winthrop, and William 
Wrigbt-IOI. 

So the amendment of the committee wasconcur- 
ed in. 

The SPEAKER stated the next question to be 
on the engrossment of the bill for a third reading. 

Mr. WINTHROP called for the yeas and nayaj 
and they were ordered, and lesulted thus — yeas 119, 
nays 97: 

YEAS— Messrs. Arrington, Aahe, AtUaaoa, Bayly, Bcb 
ser, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, Jam** A. 
Black, Blackweil, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burka, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd Cary, Reuben Chapman, Au- 
gua tus A. Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clinton, Cobb, 
Coles, Crass, Cnllom, Daniel, Jeha W. Davit, Dawaon, 
Dean, Dellet, Douglass, Dromgonle, Duncan, Ellia^ 
Farlee, Flcklin, Foster, f'rench, l^nller, Hammett. Haral- 
aon. Hays, Henley, Holmes. Hoge, Hopkins. Honton- 
Uubsrd, Hubbell, Hughes, Charles J. Ingeraou, Jameten, 
Cave juUbmui. Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, An- 
drew Kennedy, KliV|,«iijck, Labranche, Leonard, Liicaa, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, MaelBy, McClemand, McCon- 
nell, MoDowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Monla, Iswc 
E. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norria, Owen, Parmenter, 
Payne, Pettit, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, David S. 
Reid, Relle. Rhett, Ritter, Roberta, Russell, Saund e rs, 
Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, 
John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
Stephens, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, AUred P. 
Stone, Strong. Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, 
Tucker, Wellrr, Wentworth, Woodward, Joseph A. 
Wright, Yancey,and Yost— 119. 

NAYS— Messn. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Benton, Brengle, BrinksrhoS', Jeramiali 
Brown, Buffington, Jeremiah £. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Cau- 
sin, Chilton, Clingman. Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Darragh, 
Garrett Davis, R. D. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, 
Dunlap, Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, Giddings. Ooggia, 
Willis Green, Biram Green, JOrinnell, Orider, Hale, Han- 
nibal Hamlin, Edward 8. Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Her- 
rick Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph 
R Ingersoll, Irvin, lenks, Perley B. Johniun, John 
P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, McClel. 
land, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Edward Joy Morris, Frew- 
man H. Morse, Moseley, Nes, Paterson, Phanix, Pollock, 
Elisha R. Potter, Preston. Purdy Jtamtey, Batbbun, Rayner, 
Reding, Robinson,- Rockwell, Rodnoy, Rogen, St John. 
Sample, Schenck, Severance, David L. Seymour, Albert 
Smiln, Caleb B. Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Summers, 
Thomaaaon. Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmetar, Vinton, 
Weiherisd, Wheaton. John White, Bei^ania Wbita, Wil- 
l^ais,WiuUin>p, andWDliam Wilght-«7. 
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COKOBESfflONAL OLOBS. 



So Oie joint resolution was ordered to be en- 






h 



The KMhition was read a third time by ita tide- 
Mr. STEWART of Connecticut called for ita 
reading entire; which waa read. 
And the question being on its passage, 
Mr. JAMESON called for the previouB quesuon; 
which was seconded, and the main question was or- 
dered. 

On this question Mr. BRODHEAD asked the 
yaaa and nays, which were ordered; and being ta- 
Vm, rewlted— yeas 120, nays 98, as follows: 

TSAS— Menn. Airington, A<h«, AlkinfOD, Bayly, M- 
wn. ^idlaek, Edward J. Black, Janet BI«ck, Junea A. 
Bteck, Blaekwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, WiUiain J. Brown, Burke, 
But. Caldwell, CampboU, Shephenl Cary, Reuben Chap- 
naik A. A. ClUBman; Chaiipell, CUnch, Cobh, Clinton, 
Cola* CrOM, CuUom, Daniel, John W. Darii, Dawton, 
Dmb. DoDet, Donclait, Dramgoole, Duncan, Ellii, Far- 
iMTneklbi, Foater, French, Fuller, Hanimett, Haralton, 
Han, Haal^, Holmea, Hoge, Hopklna, Houtton, Hubard, 
HttDlMll, Huchea, Charlea J- Ingenoll, Jameaon, Care 
JohiMon, Andrew Johnaon, George W. Jones, Andrew 
K«nn«4T, KirkMtriek, Labranche, Leonard, Lucaa, Lums- 
Ua Lyon, MoCautlen, Maclay, McClrmand, McConnell, 
MeDoweU, McKay, Mathewi, Joieph Morrit, Iiaae E. 
MoiM, Mniphy, Newton, Norria, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, 
Pettit, Peyton. E- D- Potter, Pintt, David 8. Reid, Helfe, 
Khett, RlttorTltObert*, Rutaell, Saonden, Senter, Thomai 
H. Seyaoar, Bfaaona, Simpaon, SUdell, John T- Smith, 
ThosM* Saulh, Robert South, Steenrod, Btephent, John 
Mawart, Btllet, Jamea W- Stone, Alfred P- Stone, Strong, 
Sykea, Taylor, Thompaon, Tibbatta, Tacker, Weller, 
Wentworth, Woodward, Joaeph A. Wright, Yancey, and 

NATS— Meaara. Abbot, Adamt, Andenon, Baker, Bar- 
rloinr, Ban^rd, Benton, Brengle, BrinkerholT, Jeremiah 
Brawo, BnOngton, Carpenter, Jeremiah E- Cary, Carroll, 
Catlia, Canaln, Chilton, CUngman, CoUamer, |Cran 
(lea, Daaa, Dariagh, Garrett Davla, Richard D. Da- 
na, Dobarrr, Dickey, Dillingham, DunUp, Elmer, Fish, 
riofane*, root. Oiddlaga, Ooggin, WiUii Green, Byram 
Oinon, Orinnell, Orider, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Ldward S. 
HanUia, Hardin, Harper, Herrick, Hudson, Washington 
Itaat, Jaowa B- HnnC, Joaeph R. Ingertoll, Irrin, Jenka, 
ftiUy B- Johnaon, John P. Kennedy, Freaton King, Dan- 
iel P. Klag, McClelland, Mcllraine, Manh, B^ward J. 
Monla, Freeman B- Mom, Moseley, Net, Patterson, Ph<e- 
alx. Pollock, Ellaha R- Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, 
Bathbon, Baynar, Redhig, Roblnion, Rockwell, Rodney, 
Aogera, 8L John, Sample, Schenck, Severenre, David 
L.Mymonr, Albert SmlUi, Caleb B. Smith, Stetson, An- 
drew Stewart, Sommara. Thomaiton, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
Tamaater, Vinton, Welbeied, Wheaton, John White, 
IsalaaUa White, Wllllama, Wlnthrop, and William Wright 
-48. 

So the joint resolution was pasud. 

Mr. JAMESON moTed the reconsideration of the 
TOte just taken on the passage of the reaolution, and 
ealle* for the previous question, under the operation 
of which the reconsideration waa negatived. 

Mr. HOPKINS roored that the House adjourn. 

Mr. OIDDINGS asked if it was too late to move 
•B amendment of the title. 

The CHAIR said it waa too late, the title having 
bean annonneed by the Chair, and the House hav- 
iat aasented to it. 

Mr. HOPKINS withdrew the motion to adjourn, 
•nd mored a reconsideration of the T«te on agreeing 
to the title; and nnder the operation of the previous 
^•■tion, the reconsideration was rejected. 

The House then adjourned. 

The foOowmg notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
prMwnting them: 

By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The petition of citizens of Im- 
taina eoanty, Ohio, praying an appropri*u«a <or the im- 
BtorasMiit of th« hartmr atUu axutn of Black river, on 
LdCa Eric: rethrnd •• the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr- BITTER: A petition from widow Elizabeth Ly- 
•a of Hamburg, Berks county, Peiuuylvania,for relief. 

By Mr. 8CHENCK: The petition of Henry B. Parrish, 
John Dowling, and SO other citizens of Montgomery coun- 
ty, Ohio, praying for an appropriation for the Cumberland 
load. 

By Mr. SANA: The alKdavIt, he. of James Crawford, in 
niation to kia application for a penalon: referred to the 
CoBunittae on Revolutionary Pentfont. 

By Mr. BAKER: The remonatrance of Samuel H. Peck- 
ham and TS other legal voters of the town of Rorilston, 
Maaaaohnsetta, againat the annexation of Texas to the Uni- 
ted Statea: relhrrad to the Committee of the Whole on the 
Mat* of the Union. 

By Mr. RAMSET; Th« petition of Daniel Kendig, Ste- 
akan AOierten, and W other ritizena of Dauphin county, 
rannaylvania, aaking an amendment of the naturalization 
lawa. 

By Mr. EMERT D. POTTER: The petition of Hon 
Baigamia BlawU and others, member* of the court and bar 
of take county, Ohio, aaking tor a division of the State of 
Ohk> into two jadlelal diattiets for the United SUtes court, 
to iM called the northern and toathem dittriota: referred to 
the CoBonittee on the Judiciary. 

Br Mr- SLIDELL: The potiUon of the Mexican Gulf Rall- 
foad company, for petmiasion to pufchaae a certain tract of 
Bvblie land: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

/ By Mr. ALFRED P- STONE: The remonstrance of 63 
■Miaban of the Ohio leglalatnrs against the divliion of Ohio 



into two judicial districts, and to remove the district »nd 
circuit cosrt of the United States from Columbus to Cincin- 
nati and aeveland: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
dicnaiy- 

By Mr. SHEPHERD CARY: The peUtion ol F. Giflrey, 
HeiUT Johns, »nd others, for the erection of » lighlhomie 
upon Aiitn Point, in_the town of Gouidsborough, Maine: 
referred t» the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of Michael Johnson, of 
Olena FaUs, Warren county. New York, praying for relief: 
referred 10 the CommHto of Claima. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of C. Walker, and 
numerous other merchants of Clucago, in favor of a harbor 
at Galeis, Michigan: referred to the ^Committee on Com- 

By Mn ELMER: The petitioD of Daniel Hainea and « 
other members of the bar of New Jersey, preying Congres* 
to provide lor distributing the reports of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States to the superior courts, 
the execoUve, and the pubBc libiariea of the aeveial StaUs, 
and to our diplomatic representatives abroad, Irce of ex- 
pense. 

Correction. — In our hasty notice of the re- 
marka of Mr.ELLia in the House of Representatives 
last evening we spoke of his advocating the "pnn- 
dples of free trade." We should have limited the 
remark to intemal trade- His observations were not 
applicable to foreign commerce. Had the whole 
speech been givan, the mistake would not have been 
made. 

IN SENATE. 
MotiDAT, January 27, 1845. 
Mr. POSTER presented the credentials of thie 
Hon. DANtiL S. OicimaOK, elected by the legisla- 
ture of New York a senator from that State to fill 
the unexpired term of the Hon. Nathaniel P. Tall- 
madge. He was qualified, and took his seat. 

Also, presented tlie credentials of the Hon- John 
A- Dix, elected by the legislature of New York a 
senator from that State to fill the unexpired Urm of 
the Hon- Silas Wright; which being read, he came 
forward, and was qualified. 

ANNEXATION 0» TKXA8. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by the hands of their derk, Mr. 
French, announcing the fact of the passage, by that 
House, of the joint resolution for the annexauon of 
Texas to the United States, and aaking the Senate 
to concur therein. Subsequently the above resolu- 
tion waa taken up, read twice, and, on the motion of 
Mr. ARCHER, referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. . ., . , . o 

The PRESIDENT pro tern, laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Navy Department, 
transmitting statements from all the bureaus of con- 
tracts made by that department during the year 1844. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting statements prepared by the Sec- 
ond Comptroller, showing the balance of appropria- 
tions for the service of that department remaining In 
the treasury for the fiscal year ending July 1, 1844- 

Mr. CHOATE preaented the crdanUals of the 
Hon- Daniel Webster, sleeted by the legislature of 
Massachusetts a senator from that State for six 
years from the 4th of March, 1845; which were 
read and ordered to be placed on file. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was ordered that 
the memorial of John P- Skinner and the legal repre- 
sentative^of Isaac Green, praying that a sum of 
money recovered of them as sureties of Thomas 
Emerson, late a pension agent, may be refunded, be 
taken from the files of the Senate and committed. 

Mr. MILLER presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of New Jersey, requesting the senators and 
representatives from that State to use their best ex- 
ertions to procure the distribution by Congress of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of tho United 
States to the executivesand legislatures of the States, 
and to the Territories- 
Mr. MILLER made soiine remarks, concurring 
heartily in the object of the resolutions. These de- 
disions (he said) contained the best^exposition of 
the constitution and laws of the United States, and 
should be placed in the hands of all the legislatures 
of the Statesi He alluded to the practice in New 
Jersey of distributing, under State authority, of the 
decisions of the State courts, and he did not see any 
reason why the general government should not do 
the same thing with reference to the decisions of the 
Slipreme Courts- .The were (he said) in the habit 
of spending millions of dollars in printing and dis- 
tributing the lawa and proceedings of the legislative 
branch of the government, whilst they had not ex- 
pended a dollar, except for the payment of the salary 
of the reporters of the decisions, towards informing 
the people of the decisions of the Supreme Court. 



Tlie reporu of the decisions are made, but kept 
under Uie lock of that officer, except some few co- 
pies, which are obtained 'on private account. The 
resolutions were lefened to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. PEARCE presented resolouons pasKd by 
the general assemWyof the State of Maryland, of 
the same import aa those preBcntod above by the 
senator from New Jersey, [Mr. BiiuxR-] 

Mr- P- said the pracUce in Maryland, w to tlie 
distribution of the decisions of the Stale courtt, w»» 
the same as that of New Jersey. The resolution* 
were read, and ordered to be pnAted. 

Mr- BREESE presented a memonal frwm the 
judges and members of the bar of the State of Illi- 
nois, praying for a general distribution of tke deci- 
sions of theSupreme Court of the United States: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary- 
Mr- DICKINSON presented aremonatimnce Brora 
250 citizens of Albany, New York, against the an- 
nexation of TexsB to the United States: refcrreil to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. D. gave notice that he would, to-morrow, aak 
leave to mtroduce a bill concerning tho d«*n«* 
and circuit courts of the northern dijitrict or New 
York. ... . . 

Mr. DAYTON presented a memonal signed by 
William Pennington and others, member* of the 
New Jersey bar, praying for a general distnbotooa 
of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States: referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Jenfl 
Root and 223 others, citizens of Peoria county, Im- 
nois, praying for reform in the judiciary, and for tte 
abolition of the common law: referred to the Ju<ti- 
ciary Committee. . , , 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memonal from a 
number of citizens of All«:hany county, Pcnnayl- 
vania, asking Congress to fix a uniform rate of post- 
age on letters of two cents on each letter for any dia- 
unce. Laid on. the table, the bill being before the 

Also, presented a memorial of a number of ci*- 
zens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, asking the 
Senate to oppose any measure forduectly or indi- 
rectly annexing Texaa to the United State*: referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petiUon frjm citizens 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, askii^ ror 
reform in the natnialization lawr- refcrped to Ike 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a peUUon from fte 
American Statistical Association, praying C ongress 
to distribute to them annually copiee of it» "P^J". 
live docnmenu: refierred to the Committee on the 
Library- . . . 

Mr- HANNEGAN presented a petitMO fin» 
Thomas Downey, asking for the correction of as 
error in the enrvey of the public lands in the dotnct 
surveyed by David Hillis: referred to the CMnIBl^ 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from aa- 
zens of Ohio, praying Congress to take immediate 
measures for the construction of a canal around Um 
fiiUa of St. Mary'r. referred to the Comminee as 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition from Eogeoa 
Pardee, and a number of other citizens of the eoan- 
ty of Wayne, Ohio, expressing the deure ihat the 
Congress would extend the laws of the Uniie* 
Slates over the Oregon Territory, and omnize a 
territorial government in that country: read, and «r- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the foUowing rc«<ii- 
tions; which lie on the table one -day, under ihs 
rule: 

Rt$ohei, That the Secretary of the Treasury rante tote 
preimred a collection of the instructions which liave isnel 
since the 17th August, 18»8, either by the Secretary of the 
Treasury or tho Commitsioner of the General Land Oaer. 
together with the olBclal opinions of the Attonxsy Genoal 
and the Solicitor of the General Land Oflloo, on qaastieos 
arising under the land laws since the above period. 

Rttnlred, That the Secretary of the Senate canae the ge»- 
eral public acts of Congress, pestod lines thn aeeond'aes- 
sion of the lwenty-«lth Congress. reapecUng tl» tak a»J 
the di«position of the public lands, together with the it 
■tructions and opinions mentioned in the foregoing ^e«^>■ 
tion. be printed lor tiie use of the Senate, like the foiwer 
woric on the same subject; and to cause fifteen kimdnd »- 

§ies extra to be printed and iiunithed for the uae of thr 
enato. 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. BEIRRIEN, from the Committee on the Ja- 

diciary, to which numerous memorials and resols- 

tions upon the subject of amending the naturalia- 

tion laws were refisrred, so as to extend die period 
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of probalioi) of foreigners, and the resolution of 
the Senate instructing the committee to inquire into 
the proceedings under the naturalization laws, re- 
potted a bill to amend the naturalization' laws of the 
Uoiled States; which was read, and ordered to be 
printed, and the report accompanying to be printed. 

[The bill does not extend the prorationary period 
beyond five years' residence in the United States, 
and one year in the State, under certain guards, to 
enlitJe a foreigner to a certificate of naturalization 
and a right to vote.] 

Mr. BATES, fh>m the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report in the case of James Arnold, 
Mtdne for a pension; which was ordered to lie on 

Also, reported back from the same conunittee, 
without amendment, the bill for the relief of David 
Currier. 

Mr. WOODBURY said a memorial was present- 
ed to the Senate last session from the National In- 
idtnte, and reported favorably upon, which he 
moved be taken from the files, and, with the memo- 
rial from the same institution he then presented, be 
lefbrred to the committee having charge of the sub- 
ject before. Agreed to. 

Alsopresented a memorial nuroeroualy signed by 
John H. Smith and other citizens of Dover, New 
Hampshire, praying for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the report 
(from the Navy Department) of the board of ex- 
aminers to make experimental trials of inventions 
and plans for preventing the explosion of steam- 
boilers, was oiilered to be taken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Afifiiira. 

Mr. WOODBRIDQE presented a memorial from 
randry mastera of vessels and others navigating the 
northwestern lakes, residents of Erie, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to make an appropriation of 
money foi|(he removal of obstructions from the St. 
Ctiir flats: refen^ to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDQE, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition of 
Eugene- E. D. Smith, for an increase of pension. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby, an officer 
of the revolution, praying for commutation pay; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petition of Frances Edmonds, the 
wwow of D. Enoch Esmonds, for commutation 
pay; the petition of Sally Bass, the daughter of 
Dr. Chariea Parteur, for compeiuiation for Tiis ser- 
vices; the petition in the case of the heirs of 
Thomas Q. Peachy, praying indemnity for property 
destroyed during the rerolutioiury war; which re- 
ports were severally ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON, from th« Committeee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, reported back, with some 
amendments, the joint resolution for a more correct 
accountability of the public property. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affiurs, to which was referred the petition of passed 
midshipman John P. Randolph, praying extra com- 
pensation (or services performed as lieutenant, re- 
ported a general bill providing for ofiicers similarly 
ciiGumslanced, entitled a bill to amend an act enti- 
tled "An act making appropriations for the naval 
sirvicefor the fiscal year ending the 30th June. 
1845;" which was read, and ordered to a second 
nadu^. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petition of 
John Carter, praying for the passage of a law to 
bring certain slaves into the Disu-ict of Columbia, 
was ordered to betaken from the files and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. POSTER of Tennessee gave notice that he 
would, to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill in r^ 
gard to the naval depot at Memphis, Termesaee. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. HuirriNOTOir, 
on Thursday last, came up, and was agreed to as 
follows: 

lUtthti, That the Committee on finance be initnicted to 
inqniic into the expeiUency of providing, b]r law, tint no 
jwnon dfigmtiMi u auiitsnt coUoetor or cleric, ibaU »er- 
ciM any of toe powers, or perform any of the daties of col. 
lector of the ciutom*, or in any manner act officially for or 
labehalf ofiuch collector; and that no perion ihul exer- 
elie inch powen, or perform anoh dntiei,who ihall sot pre- 
vions therato have given bondi, with lurety , to the accept- 
ance of the Secrets^ of tlte Trrasuty, and alio have taken 
ud rabKiil>*d an oath or afflnnation for the iaithAil per- 
wtDtnee of til nieh powsrt and dntiss ti may be exer- 



ciaed or perfonasd try him for and in behalf of inch eoUee- 
tor. 

The foUowiiu; resolution submitted by Mr. JtavA* 
oiH, or Thursday las<, came up for comidenlioa, 
viz: 

Retelixrf, That the Seoretary of Wacinform the Senate 
what contracts have heretofore been made ior the remoTsl 
of the Choctaw Indiana remaining weat of the Miailulppi; 
that he famish a copy of all lucn contracts; whether and 
adrerUaementi were made of the intention of the gOTPtn- 
ment to malce iuch contracts; and what amount of money 
luia been been adrancod to contracton; when, and to whom; 
and whether or not there is any contract, agreement, or un- 
derstanding that the contractors are to have anv idditional 
allowance for ferriages, or other causes; and, if so, what; 
and, also, what steps iuve been talcen 1>y the oontrscton 
for the removal of the said indimu. 

Mr. J. said he understood a nmilar call was made 
by the other House, and that a report was made, 
whieh was *tisfiu^tory to him. He therefore moved 
to lay the resolution on the table: agreed to. 

The esgroMed bill for the relief of Joseph Sim- 
mons was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. HUNTIEQTON, on leave, inlrodoeod a bUI 
explanatory of the act making appropriatioa for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of government for the 
year 1839. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that the judicia- 
ry had decided that the provision of the law of 1839, 
which this bill was intended to explain, took away 
the right of the importer to recover back moneys, or 
to try the question of right to recover back moneys, 
in any court of law or equity in any State of the 
Union, paid as duties on goods to the collector, under 
protest; and that thia bill was intended to give the 
right to the importer to maintain action at law 
gainst the collector, or other person acting as collector, 
to ascertain and try the legality and validity of the 
demand for the payment of duties on^oods, wares, 
and merchandise, {which are not authorized to be 
paid, in part or in whole, by law. 

Mr. Woodbury remarked that the proviso ot 
the Utwof 1839aUudedtowaanotiatendedtobarthe 
right of the importer to maintain a suit at law for the 
recovery of duties illegally collected, but to prevent 
the money thus oollected from Uyingia the hands 
of the collector. ., 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that such he knew 
was the intention of the law, and to give the power 
money illegally collected when that fact was estab- 
lished. 

The bill was then read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

POST OFFICE REFORM. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the previous orders 
.were postponed, and the Senate bill to reduce the 
rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the 
abuse of the fliinking privilege, and for the preven- 
tion of fVauds on the revenues of the Post Office De- 
partment, was taken up «s in committee of the 
whole, and read by its title. 

Mr. MERRICK said that the bill under consider- 
ation waa a matter alike interesting and important; 
exciting therefore not leas attention on the part of 
members of both Houses of Congress and of the 
people of the United States, than any other measuie 
now pending or likely to be committed to the con- 
sideration of Congress during the present session. 
Standing in* the rehition in which heatood, as the 
author of the bill, and also aa chairman of the cam, 
mittee having charge of the business of that particu- 
lar department of uie government, it was probably 
expected of him that he should make a briefexplana- 
tion of the principles which had govemea that 
committee in their deliberations appertaining to Uie 
bill which he had submitted to the consideration of 
the Senate. 

He had remarked that this was a subject of very 
general importance and deep interest to the whole 
community. There would be room, were he dis- 
posed or did he possess the power, to dilate very 
amply on the general principles of the post oflice 
system. It was a most important implement in the 
liands of civilization, especially of a republican peo- 
ple. There would be room to dilate in reference to 
the utility of the diffusion of science, the promotion 
of morals, and all thoae great benefits resulting from 
the intercourse of mind with mind. But all this he 
passed as entirely familiar to those whom he now 
addressed. He desired to confine his considerations 
simply to practical mattera of bunness. Although 
he might be tedious and somewhat prolix in ex- 
plaining all the details which it would be neces- 
sary to refer to, yet he trusted he should be 
heaird with that indulgence which it was tbegeneral 
courtesy of this body to exhibit upon all tjuestioos 
inrotring tk« intensts of the oosntry. He paand 



by all that field which would open upon a man who 
was disposed to indulge in rhetorical flourishes. It 
was Buftieient to know, that the great utility of the 
Post Office Department was well understood by the 
framera of the constitution, and was well understood 
by all those whom he addressed. And because of 
its being so well underatood by those who framed 
the constitution, we find in that sacred instrument 
that the power over this department of the pubUo 
service is exclusively vested in Congress. It waa 
known to all who heard him, that this power on the 
part of Congress to control this system, had of late 
been called into question in some quartets of the 
country; and he would simply refer to the reason 
of the exclusive grant of this power by the consti- 
tution, and why n should be preserved. 

None but Congress could exercise jurisdiction co- 
extensive with this institution, to make it efficioDt 
in its adaptation to all those changes whieh natu- 
rally result from progressive civilization, and the 
increase of population. Unity in the control of the 
post office arrangements of the country waa all im- 
portant. This was the express grant of the consti- 
tution; and there waa no ground whatever to con- 
test the right of Congress to exercise exclusive and 
absolute control over the operatioas of the post 
office system. To prevent all interfetenoe from in- 
dividual and private interests with its operations, 
was the object of this grantj because these opera- 
tions coulil not be efficient in their utility without 
an exclusive control on the part of the Congress of 
the United States. Possessed, then, as Congress 
was — and as he would assume— of the exclusive 
control, for these wise purposes, over the 
post office arrangement of the country, what be- 
comes its duty? Possessing the power, it must 
feel the the force ot correlative duty to exercise that 
power to Uie end for whieh it was granted — that ia^ 
to the end that the system shotild bt made efficieat] 
that it should be made coe:Aen(ive with the wanta 
and wishes of the country; that it should grow with 
the growth of the country; that it 'ebould spread 
with the E^read of our population; and that every 
nook and comer of this country should be visited 
by its operations; that it should shed light and in*, 
formation to the remote ftvntier settler, as well aa 
to the inhabitant of the populous city or densely 
populated districts. This was the corrdative duty 
pomted out by the wise framera of the constitution. 
Possessing this poarer and bound by this duty, let 
him ask gentlemen to consider in what conoitkm 
waa tfiis system now found to be? It was tooai 
failing of its end — found operating in direct conflict 
with the interesu of the jjeople of the country — 
found stripped of ita efiiciency. It was found that 
the people of the country were deprived of its ad- 
vantages. The operations of the system, aa it ex- 
ists, had become odious, and the subject of com- 
plaint evMywhere— particularly in the most popn- 
loQS parts of the country ; and it was found impsa- 
sible to carry out the extensions called for by Aa 
wants of the people, because of the deficiency in tha 
revenues of the Post Offioe Itepartment produced by 
private competition in everyporuon of the popu- 
ions parts of the countir. The rates of postan 
were complained of by a large portion of the peopia 
as being inordinatdy high, and therefore c^pres- 
sivB and onerous. The aoiiae of the fVanking privi^ 
leg e a n abuse which could notbe denied— was just- 
ly bringine into odium and disrapute the whole s^ni- 
tem; and that odium and disrepute, attaching itself in 
first instance, to the system, waa found now reflect- 
ing strongly upon those endowed with thia privi* 
I%e. AU portions of tha country were complaining 
ofihe injustice and inequality of the openttions of 
the present post oflice system in this— that the har- 
den is thrown upon those who pay for the support 
of this establishment — that one portion of the people 
are taxed for the advantages received by another. 
These wei« some of the existing evik which so 
loudly called for reform, and which were the sub- 
ject of so much complaint. The system, then, waa 
found to fail in ita object— ita operations being 
crippled and inefficient, and beeomiag unpopular and 
odious — producing corruption— deatroying the abiip- 
ity to carry it on, under the existing laws, as it 
should be carried on. These being die efi°ecta of the 
present post oflice system, what became the duty of 
Congress? To inquire first into the existence of 
these evils — that they do exist none can deny — to 
inquin then, whether they were evils of a nature 
which could property and efiectually be removed; 
Mid at the sbsm time reserve the power of rendering 
the estaUialiment tKmn*, if it should be found that 
those enia wan eafiaUa of being ranoTcd; nad« it 
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Congrara poMcaaed the poverlo remoTe thete evihi, 
it would of coune acknowledge ita obli^iations to 
lemove them and render the s^tem efieeUve. 

But the queation preaented itself then, how wae 
dtia object to be attained? How, admitting that Con- 
fraaa waa bound to refoim the ayatem — admitting 
Uteevila which wen ennmetated, and which were 
not to be denied — admitting the obligation which 
th» national legialatuie waa ooder to reform and cor- 
net those evil*, and to adopt a poat office ayatem 
which would accord with the atate of thinga which 
Ina broogfat iboiit thia great change— how waa that 
reform to be reached, and how were the laws to be 
OToperiy adapted to the altered atate of thinga? 
Upon this aubject there was a great direraity of 
Opinion. Many achemes had bera auggeated, ^and 
naay different viewa were entertained on ' the 
•nbjecL Thia diveraity of opinion, although it 
night aeem to embarraaa, would not, ha tniated, 
have that eflfect, but would only aenre to throw 
Ught in the path. Some objected to the mode by 
which the revenue necessary to aupport thia im- 
portant eatablishment was ruaed; and it waa grave- 
ly anrued by soma— -(bough a few only, l\e trust- 
M — uut it was not right or proper that the post 
oBee establishment of the eonntrr should be made 
to depend upon revenue derived from the service 
rendered, or otherwiae upon ita own revenue for 
aupport, but ahould rather be thrown upon the gov- 
ernment, by contributiona or appropnations made 
ammally &om the general treasury of the country. 
To this pn^>osition he wCs very fiur from beinj; 
willing to consent; and he hoped and believed it 
was not likdy yet that such a proposition would 
find much favor here. What would be the effect of 
throwing the Poat Office Department upon the gen- 
•nl treuury as its reliance for means to carry itself 
on? In the first place, vast ezponsians would take 
}4ace. It would be subject to dl the fluctuations in- 
cidant to the condition of tlie treasury of the United 
States, which all knew were great, and constantly 
recnrmg. At one time, as now, the general trees- 
nry is suffocating from plethora; and at the very 
aext season probbiy suffering from inanition. In 
seasons of pfethora, the Post Office Department de- 
pending upon appropriations from the general treas- 
ury, is It not obvwtM to every mind that it would be 
inordinately expanded in its operatisna? that indi- 
Tidoals, actuated by motives or interest, would en- 
tar into, and assist in the disgorring of this redun- 
dancy? The expansion woiUd be mordinate, and 
beyond the just wants of the public for such ser- 
Tica. If thore be a tadundant treasury, why should 
it be got clear of by applying it particolarly to this 
service? Comption would soon be seated in this 
department of tne government. 

Than 1st a aeason of inanition come — let a time of 
distress, and fluling and deficient revenues, come. 
The post office service having, at the time of a redun- 
dant revenue, been suddenly expanded, and ita ex- 
panse increased from four or five millions of dollars 
to eight or ten, by unwise and indiscriminate exten- 
sions, what would be the conset^uenoe of this defi- 
cient revenue? The appropriationa neeeasary to 
carry on thia aervioe would absorb one-third or 
ane-nalf of the public revenue from other objects, 
and other wants of the country. And was it not 
apparent that, when this stats of things would come 
to exist, the sams indiscriminate reductions wobM 
take place after the indiacrirainate extanaions; and 
the service would be destroyed — its utility, its value, 
and effideocy entirely crippled, and this change 
wotdd be in proportion to the change which had ta- 
ken place in the condition of the puolic treasury? 

Such would be the consequences of leaving the 
Post Ofiloe Department to depend upon the treasury 
for its support. 

The wisest and best policy was to leave it to de- 
ftmittpon a tax, well regulated and justly appor- 
tMoed, upon the service rendered by that department; 
and clwige the individual using that service accord- 
ing to the'amonnt of direct benefit received from it. 
TKs wanld be most eifoctually accompliahed by ao 
arranging the poat oAos rates as to have for that 
service a sufficient amoimt of revenue to defray ita 
expanaes; and there would necessarily be a uni- 
form and regular progression in the revenue, co- 
equal with the increase of popdation, the re- 
sources of our country, and the increase of wealth. 
It waa known to all, that population, wealth, 
and commercial interests, bc^t correspondence. 
If the post office rates, then, be fixed ao as 
to conform to the wants of thie country, and de- 
fray the expenses of the department, the increase 
f( wtaldin tbe coiuMry— its iMrsasing wania for 



service of that kind — would insure a steady, uniform, 
and coequal aupport to the department, and to the 
spread of its advantages in those portions now thin- 
ly populated, which was westward. Westward, 
then, would soon be the support of this revenue. 
Find the proper rate coextensive with the increase 
of population, and fix it there now, and the institu- 
tion will grow and spread as the population grows 
and spreads westward, and in its progress will go 
on and spread with them, following in the march of 
civilization, till it shall have reached the banks of 
the Colambia river and the shores of the Pacific 
ocean, and will prosper even there. By no other 
means, and by no other mode of obtaining the rev- 
enue necessary to defray the expenses of the Post 
Office Department, could there possibly be secured 
so unifonn and regular a growth of this department 
and aervice aa by fixing the rate at a reaaomU>le and 
proper itandard, which would give it a revenue al- 
ways increasing as the population of the country 
increases? 

It was a great and sacred principle in a republican 
government, that all citizens of the repuUio should 
contribute towards the defrayment of the expenses 
of the government, in just proportion to the benefits 
derivea flrem the operations of that government. 
Now, adopt that principle in relation to the post of- 
fice interest of the country — in relation to tee rais- 
ing of a revenue neoessaiy to defray the expenses of 
that department or branch of the public service, and 
by taxes upon each citizen in just proportion to the 
benefits received, and this admirable and excellent 
principle of equal justice is strictly carried out, at 
least as strictly as it was possible to carry out any 
general principle. 

He therefore trusted that this proposition, wWch 
had lately been broached in the country, and which 
he had remarked upon here more with a view to the 
springing up elsewhere of similar schemes, would not 
find fevor. He alluded to the proposition to su|n>ort 
the Post Office Department by appropriations from 
the general treasury of the country. He trusted it 
would be dismissed ss one unworthy of considera- 
tion, and would soon pass away everywhere. It 
was ineompatible with the principles of equal jus- 
tice. 

He had gone Mly into this subject, because there 
was another principle which had got abroad, which, 
if followed up, would attain the same result. In 
ftct, he looked upon it as the same thing in dis- 
guise. He alluded to the proposition of making 
such a sweeping reduction of our rates of postage 
as would assiinilate them to the new penny rate 
of the English post-office system. It was assumed, 
by some gentlemen that there waa no other wsy of 
putting down the competition which was daily and 
Dourly destroying the revenue of our Post Office 
Department, but by meeting that competition di- 
rectly, and establishing so low a rate of uniform 
postage as would drive out all competition. Now, 
he would ask, what occasioned this private compe- 
titioa' Was it not cupidity — the thirst of gain — 
not the motive of' public good? This cupidity nat- 
ur&Uy grasped at the same proStable sources— the 
profitable routes — which alone could enable the 
department to effect the public good on other routes, 
which, instMMl of being a source of profit, occa- 
aionad great losses, and constituted the main items 
of unprofitable expanse. On these expensive and 
losing routes there was no competition. The great 
injury was done on the profitable routes, and to 
them alone competition confined itself. The result 
of an excessive reduction of postage would be, not 
only to augment the losses on the unprofitable 
routes, but to make those routes which now would 
be profitable enough to sustain the othere, but for 
private cupidity, uso losing routes; so that, in effect, 
such an excessive reduction as that to two or three 
cents, would come to the same thing, practically, as 
the proposition of throwing the departmsnt as a 
burden on the treasury for its chief support This, 
he was satisfied, no material portion of the membera 
of either House of Congress would sanction. The 
services of the Post Office Department were not to 
be, like those of private competing individuals, ac- 
tuated by the cupidity of gain. The public service 
wss a thing far above the mere consideration of 
dollan and cents, and such an arrangement for its 
efficacy should be made as would enable it, by a 
just lex for duty performed and value given, to dif- 
fuse its benefits to the remotest bounds of our ter- 
ritory — to spread those benefits far and wide through 
every subdivision of the country. Legislation in 
regard to it must comprehend the whoM;. and that 
only can be efiktcd by aish a nioa edjastmaBt of 



its source ot revenue as will enable it to i 
itself in its unprofitable operations by the ad- 
vantages of its profitable routes. Now, he held, 
that no matter how low the rates of postage might 
be reduced, the departmsnt could not compels with 
private individuals on these profitable routes, with- 
out the power of laws to sustain its just monopoly. 
He was also aware that no such laws can be op- 
erative, unless they are sustained by public senti- 
ment. The firat thing then to be done, was, to gain 
over this public senumentjby yielding at once to 
its reasonable demands. Tne universal comphunt 
of the whole country was, that the preaent latea «f 

Soatage were entirely too high. A reduction was 
emanded from all quarten. He concurred in all 
this with the public sentiment. Was it any wonder, 
that, while such opinions prepailed, private enter- 
prise should be encouraged, and all laws for infringe- 
ment on the government monopoly shonM become 
inoperative' Meet the public demand for a reaaoit- 
able reduction of the rates of postage to a just and 
equitable alandard, and you at once enliM public 
aentiment in favor of sustaining the restringent pro- 
visions of Isw necessary for mainUuning the depart- 
ment in'the diffusion of ils public advantages. 

The existing dissatisfaction in regard to excessive 
postage'arose in 1840; and then private cupidity b^ 
gan ils 'operations. Up to that period the revenue 
of the Poat Office Department had kept pace, im- 
proving in the same ratio that the popuuoion in- 
creased. The annual increase of the one was neai^ 
ly at the same rate per cent, aa that of the other. 
In that year tlie inroads of private expresses began 
to be felt on the profitable routes. Up to the preaent 
period the consequence has been an annual diminution 
of 5 per cent in the revenue of the department, in- 
stead of an annual increase, aa contrasted with the 
growth of the population. The Postmsster Gen- 
eral states that the income of the department 
for the last year, fell short of its expenses 
some fifty-nine or sixty thousand doUars, 
although every possible reduction of ex- 
penses had been most sedulously resorted m. 
The rates of contracts had been reduced to the low- 
est degree consistent with the efficiency of the ser- 
vice. In every other branch of the aervice the moat 
rigid economy had been adopted, in order to meat 
the deficiency of revenue occasioned by prrvate coBi- 
petition. Yet, in spite of all theas exertioils, there 
was a deficiency of |60,000. Such a state of things 
could not be suffered to exist longer. CoDgjress 
should now interpose. The Post Office Committee 
had weighed all these things, and the result of iu 
mature deliberation was the bill reported to the Sei>- 
ate and now under consideration. 

The bill proposes to fix the rate of postage at fire 
cents for single lettere not exceeding a quarter of an 
ounce, carried any distance not exceeding one hun- 
dred miles; and for greater distances, ten cents. It 
was ascertained from the statistics of the depart- 
ment, that half the revenue from letter poatagc sras 
derived from lettera carried one hundred miles, and 
the other half from those carried a greater distance; 
hence an average between five and ten cents — being 
seven and a half cei.ti — would represent the avera^ 
rate of the bill for the entire letter correspondence ci 
the United States and Territories. 

Tosscertain upon what number of ietleia the 
committee might compute this average for the time 
to come, it was deemed neeeasary to go bock be- 
yond the period at which the effect of prtvate com- 
petition was beginning to be felt And the report 
of the department, made in 1837 for the year I83S, 
presenting data that came nearest to the steady av«- 
age increase of former periods, it was selected ss 
the basis of calculation. It was found that, in 18S6, 
the number of letten passing through die mail was 
39,300,093; that is, oaid letters, indepeodeot of 
franked letten. Had then been no private compe- 
tition, the inciesse proportionate with the annual in- 
crease of population would make the number for 
the past year 43,573,433. 

A further increase was to be anticipated bom the 
reduction of postage. The increase of letters in 
England and Ireland since the adoption of the peo- 
ny-postage system, had been five fold; but as the 
committee did not propose so sudden and conside- 
rable reduction as had taken place in England aad 
Ireland — the present bill proposing only the redac- 
tion to one-half of the existing average — it iras net 
deemed safe to odculaie as a certainty upon any 
eonsider<d>le increase iu the number of letters, ia 
consequence of this reduction. Indeed, the comaait- 
tee kept from all calculations of a sanguine nalore, 
and felt more dispoaed to underrate loan to over; 
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rate the probable increase, believing il to bft ffluch 
safer to logulato so as to produce a result th'oW ft- 
varable than less favorable to the anticipations of an 
experiment of such a radical nature as. that pro- 
PJ^' ,.^'''> ''>e^ »iew». the committee consider- 
M It eoUtcIy saft to calculate upon a probable fn- 
creaie of 20 pM^ cWt.j in consequence of the re- 
duction of the «tef a^S iatk t)f poslage to one-half. 
When the probabilities of tni« iti^bHtb wett all 
taken into accounts— the diminution of private 60*. 
peuiion— the certainty that many letters now sent 
by hand would be sent by maU— the natutid in- 
crease of correspondence from increase ofpopula- 
titm and cheapness of postago-it was but a very 
mddfetate comoutatlon to estimate the increase at 
iWpwceaU Thii iflcftMj, on 4fl,a73,433 letters, 
would give the whole numbef of letters, under the 
new rates, at 51,000,000, in round liurtbettj tleld- 
uiff a revenue, at TJ cents, ofneariy «3,830,000. 
Add to this one-half of the present receipts for 
orop-letters, the postage on iiewiipapfenr and pam- 
phlets, and the postage chargeable to the government 
aepanmenu 011 their correspndence,and there would 
be an mcome of |4,49fl,aM, being within #649 of 
the four and a-half million of dollars of revenue, 
which the Postmaster General says is neceJBarr to 
sustain the department, and enable it to meet tbe 
growing wants of the country in regard to the ex- 
tension of its services. 

Having now entered upon statistical details, he 
wonld briefly refer to some calculations made in his 
'"IS" •^'np«ny«Dg the post office bill of last year. 

Mr. M. read poruons of the report which sbow«d 
hat, wtth ap,000,0«)of popttlaUin, the eorrespond- 
»« of the lfmted8tatesi««ng through the^U 
«^ BioHujted to 97,00d,0W of letted, whilst in 

rrSmSl^u ""* '"^1. *•«!> • population of 
n,uou,ooo, the number of letters is 904,000,000. 
Jy our hue oeosusit appears that 6,899,806 of 
«r popuUUion of ft«« white peAwni ww 
7^^T'r^^'^J^ .age can read and write; 
'fS iS_^T- ^"'"D- ^^ ^"'•"^ 'here are 
,1M,J^— that IS, onoKhurd of our popukaon can 
•*»a and. write, and only one-fourth of the British 
wpulation. Now, this calculation, if not absolot^ 
yu|ue, >. relativdv true-that is, the proportisn^of 
«Bon. in the tfnit*! States who cm ^nUi,^ 
mk, compared with that of Cheat Britain and It»- 
wd, IS as OMHhud of our populatioo to one-fourth 
Lfc H"«=««,«Q10S6'tette«fcrthecorre.. 
«ndence of the United States, would be 41 letters 
"every person m the Union capable of reSr 
Jd^mujg, wh«««ii„ Gre^tBriCnand hS, 
«W^0» of liters paaung throuch the post ofli«; 
^ ^iifS" f"'*"^ «dividt3 of thVpopula- 
no capable of leading and witting. 

uS.Ti*'* ^^'■- ^\l Hd 'hat it was. impossible 
d~H .h '1'^%""'''' "■?'; "^ he therefore main- 
rjX.u . '*'^* must be that, in this country. 
™ JS^J"!?*" P^P"";''"" of i" correspondent 
^ amed by pnvate hand, and by pSvate ex- 

^L 5*?L**i" y"f I""* """'O"" that, if any 
^. TJ^ ^ frr^ ** «"''"? 'he whole, or the 
irg^t poruon, of the corresponJence of the coun- 
7 into the post office mails, the revenue of the de- 
^Z^, " the average rate of postage in the pro- 

S^ir^'^'^^if^P''*' "^i »or7u.«. ample. 
^'O eupport, and the reasonable extension of iu 
peiauons. 

Prom this data, he inferred that the propoeiUon 
Masafeone; and that if the bill waspiJd with- 
tmjurious alteraUons, there oould beWdoubt of 
» proving a most successful cxperimenL 
He invoked raiUemen not to attempt any chance 
the dwtance fixed in the bill for deKarlilia«t£. 

W of ScentsbeyoncflOO miles would seriously 
tet he prospects of sncc«M. Even to push it ti 
-•mites would be exeeedi„glydange«,Ssi whfle 
«dl^' "."fh Iff than to aOO miles, as pro- 
•td m the other Home, would insure its total 
uure If „y ,uoj, alterations were attempted 
' J°«W S»w "P "Il .«V<>n«bility for the mes^ure! 
iwnnllF*^ ■omuch on the general principle., 
*oulf now proceed to explain the biU^y takha; 
' i» provisions $erialim1 \ y ««iig 

ikaThi' "l" oh«a-ved that Mr. M., who 'nad 
wen two hours, waa much exhausted, and, th« 
Mr 2fT5^'SS<»"""^' '>«^8 «' h«"d,] ^ 

)« m"^i?¥> V* ^« "*»•" of thi srmator 
m Mwyhnd, said he would move that Iho Se^ 
IfO ""to executive sessk>n. 
M??"^^»»^'' he would not object if the 
U could be pas«id over informally and tiiea ufl to! 



morrow as the unfinished business first in order on 
thegeneral orders. 

The CHAIR said by general assent it would be 
so eoDddered. 

The bill wa< seeordinely passed over informally, 
and the Senate proceeded to the consideration of ex- 
ecutive buiinessi and after soma time spent therein 

Adjourned. ' 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
MamAT. January 97, 1845. 
The jounu) hating been read, 
Mr. ElMER pratented the resolutions of the 
l^oture of the 8<al« of If aw /ersey in lk»or of a 
distribution of the reports of the decisions of the 
Efupreme Court of the United Ehoies; which resehi- 
tions were referred to the Committee on the Jwhei- 
«ry. 

OREGON TEHRITORT. 
Mr. A. V. BROWN moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of going into Committee of the 
Whole on the Oregon bill. 

Mr. VANCE appealed to the House to devote 
the morning hour to the consideration of private 
, claims. 

I Mr. BROWN had no objection to devotipg the 
mofding hour to such business, provided the Ore- 
gon bilTcouId be taken up immediately afterwards. 

Some further conversation occurred when the 
question was put on Mr. A. V. Bhown's motion, 
resulting in ayes 69, noes 37. 

No quorum voting, Mr. FICKLIN moved a call 
of the House. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN suggested the propriety of 
another count, as a number of gentlemen had since 
come in; enottfh, in his opinion, to make aquorum. 
Mr. HOUSTON asked for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Brown's motion, the calling of which would 
bring in a quorum. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

A message was received' from the Senate by Mr. 
DicxiN>, their secretory, stating that tliat body had 
{lassed a bill to establish the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion for the dififiision of knowledge among men; in 
which said bill they asked the consent of the 
House. 

Mr. BURKE asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to refer this bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; but objections 
being made, 

The yeas and nays were then ordered; and 

The question was put on soqiendiM; the ruks, 
and decided in the affirmative — yeas 113, nays 40, 
as foUowsi , 

Y£A8— Meun, Anderion, Arrington, Atkiiuon, Bai^ 
„?*?■'' ?.'>'?' ••••«'. Benton, BidUck, Jamei A. Black, 
Bl«ckweU, Boyd, Btinketfaoir, Bndhtad, Aaion V. Brawn 
Miiton Brown, WUUam J. Brown, Bnffioston, Bulk*, 
Bolt, Carpenter, Shnilierd Cary, Reuben Chapnian, Cobb, 
Cullum, Dana, Daojef, John W. Davia, Dean, PUUngham, 
Oouglau, Dromgoolc, Duncan, Elmer, Ficklin, French, 
Fnller, Bjiam Oreen, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammatt, 
HaialMD, Haidin. Hajt, Henley, Hopkint, Uotuton, Una- 
goribid, tiamee B. Hunt, Chatlea J. Ingeiioll, Irrin, Jame- 
<on, Jenki, Cave Johnson, Andrew Joboson, George W 
Jonei, Andrew Kennedy, Preiton King, Dwilel P. King, 
Labianolie, Lnoai, Lampkin, Maelay, McCiellana, MoCler- 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, EdwanI J. Morfli, 
Joiaph Morrii, laaac £. Mone, Muiphy, Farmenter, Petit, 
Pollock, Pratt, Pdrdy, Rathbun, David -8. Reid, Redine, 
Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberta, Ruatell, St. John, Sample, 
Saanden, Tkomaa H. Saymonr, Simons, Simpaen, Jaba 
T. Smith, Tkomaa Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, 8(«t«on, John Stewart, Stilea, Jamea W. Stone 
Strong, Sykea, Taylor Thomoion, TIbbafta, Weller, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, Williami, Woodward, Joaeph A. Wilaht. 
and YaDcay— II*. 

NAYS— Maaara. Abbot. Baker, Brengle, Carroll, Chil- 
ton, Cranston, Debenr^Dickey, Florence, Oiddingj, Oog- 
fin, Orinnell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, John P. Kennedy, 
lellTaine, Manh, Moseley, Paterson, Peyton, Phonix, 
Preaton, Raekweli, Rodney, Banter, Severance, Albert 
Smith, Andrew Stewart, Thomasioo, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
Vanmcter, Wftherad, John Whit«,aadWm. Wright— 40 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wbllbk 
w the chair.^ 

Mr. S. CAREY asked if the land UU was not fint 
in order. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN .itoTed that that bill be laid 
ande, that the Orwon biU might be taken up. 

Mr. DODGLAwl suggested that, before thay en- 
tered upon the discassion of the Oregon bill, they 
should dispose of the bill authorising the purchase 
of Qreenhow's history of Oregon, CaUfomia,' and 
the other northwest tenitory. He thei«fore asked 
the committee to take np that subject, for the 
ifl/iMnnatioa which that wvk conlamed was neces- 
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sary to the members, that they might rightly under* 
stand the subject involved in the Oregon bill. 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
SAMPLE, A. THOMPSON, C. JOHNSON, and 
some othen; when the vote was taken on laying 
aside the land bill for the purpose of takiiw up the 
bill to authorise th« purchase of Gi«enhow'8 history. 
The tellers (Messrs. Samtle and McDowxu.) re- 
ported 101 .in the affirmative. The negative was not 
taken, and the bill was taken up and read. 

Mr. DUNCAN complained that there waa so 
much confusion in the House that Aey oould not 
understand what was going on. Those who were 
opposed to the laying aside of the Or^on bill had 
not voted, and he called for another di viston. 

The CHAIRMAN said the bill had been taken 
up without the negative being taken, no objection 
being mode to that course. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said, to test the sense of the 
committee, be would move to lay aside the bill now 
pending, for the purpow of taking up the Oregon 
bill. 

On this motion theyolevMi taken byMeasm. 
Sample and McDowell, as t^ers, who reported 93 
in the affirmative, and ^ in th« negative. So the 
bill waa not laid aside. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that b« did not rise 
for the purpose of objecting to the purchase of (he 
book which it was proposed to buy. He hod but 
little doubt that it was a valuable work, and should 
buy it when it came into market for himself. He 
did not oppose tlie purdiase of this book more than 
any other. He objected to the system of book- 
buying, which Congress had recently adopted. The 
abuses which ithad wd to were so numerous as to csll 
upon the House to put an end to this mode of help- 
ing ourselves to several hundred dolUurs each year: 
in addition to our pay. He did not desire to occu- 
py the time of the House in discussing this ques- ' 
tion. He desired to present to the House a few 
facts, which he hoped would induce the meqiben of 
the House to abfindon this system, and if they did 
not, that the people might see the facts, and he was 
sura they woulii put an end to it. Mr. J. read a 
list of appropriations made within a tew years 
pasti 

For lagersoll's Digest ... |530 
Joumais of Congress . . 18,000 

Do do • . . 3,700 

Livingston's Code . . - 9,000 

Land Laws . - . S9|soO 

Register of Debates- - - 17,000 

ElhoU'E Debates ... $.950 
Diplomatic Code ... 400 
Gordon's Digest ... 3,000 
Wattenton's Statistics . . . 1.500 
Diphmiatie Comspondencs . 31^300 

R4;ister of Debates - - 18,889 

Commercial Regulations - • 11.700 

Do do . . 5,883 

Gordon's Digest . • .180 

Davis's Laws of the District . 1.500. 

Wauerston's Statistics • . 9,650 

Peek's Trials . - 3,105 

History of the Bank . . 9,360 

Silk Manual ... x.000 

Diptomaiic Corrrespondenoe . 91.017 

Joauoals .... 10,890 
American State Paper* . 991,770 

Do do do . - 15,006 

Madison Pa^ra ... 36,000 
Documentary History • . 90|000 

Madison Papers ... 5,000 
Appopriation the 96th June, 1836, 
tor the purchass of a port of lb* 
above - . - . 44,490 

Sameact - . . . 15J500 

By rssolution of 97th January, 

1838 . . • • 46,960 

By lewlution of 18th May, 1849 . 59,343 46 
By resolution of 3d Moidi, 1843 . 47,169 

♦687,650 46 

in additioa to this sum, Mr. J. said that a reseia. 
tion of the bst ssnsion had passed, directing the 
purchase of a portion of the preceding booka 
and the Congressional Globe, which, he tuderstood, 
would cost near one hundred thousand dollar*, 
for which no appropriation was made at the last 
session; and he presumed a bill would be brought 
forward before the dose of the present session. 
He understood a large number of tlie books had 
been delivered to memben, notwithstanding no ap- 
propriation had been made, and of course no ptir- 



Digitized by 



\^oogIe 



1^8 



CONGRISSIONAL OLOBB. 



chaw made by the Clerk. But little lea than a 
minion of dollars expended in the purchase of books 
for distribution withm a few years. A large pro- 
portion of these books he thought useless, and their 
SabUcation, or rather the purchase of them, seem 
esigned to benefit the printers aa much as to in- 
form members of the House. 

Mr. J. commented on the price usually paid by 
Congress, which was enormous; mentioned one of 
the Tolumea of the Documentary History costing 
orer oghteen dollars per volume; and the American 
State ^pers between thirteen and fourteen dollars 
per volume. He had understood, also, that many of 
the members of the House, after the delivery of^the 
books, were in the habit of sellins them to the 
booksellers about the city for less than half price, 
and these booksellers kept tlwhi ready to resell te 
die next Congress, for the supply of the new mem- 
bmi. He thought this state of things was intolera- 
ble, and he hoped the membeai of the present Coor 
gnaa would put an end to it. He repeated that his 
objection was not to the book now sought to be 
purchased, but to the practice. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON wished to offer an 
amendment, which was read, providing for the re- 
scinding of the resolution of the House of Jane 14, 
1844, dtrecling the clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives to furnish each member of the House such 
books as were furnished the members of the S!6ih 
and 27th Concrees, &c. 

The CHAUlMAN decided that the amendment 
was not in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON gave notice of his intention to 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair, but, 
previous to that, he wished to make a remark or 
two. He thought it was time, aa was expressed in 
his amendment, that this matter should oe put an 
end to. He argued that there was no difference be- 
tween members voting themselves five or six hun- 
dred dollars additioned pay, and voting that amount in 
books. He knew an mstance in which a member 
had got the books ordered, and sold them for |150. 
The government paid this enormous price; members 
then sob) them at this greatly-reduced price, and 
put the money into their pockets; the next Congress 
ordered them for its members, and paid this same 
axeessive price to those booksellers who had thus 
bought them of the niembers who' did not care 
eno^h for them to take them home. He nr^ 
that no public benefit resulted from these purchases of 
books, as they were taken home and aej)oailed in 
the private llbmries of members. If this practice 
was to continue, what was it to coat the Union.' He 
was informed by a gentleman investigating this sub- 
net, that it bad already amounted to nearly a mil- 
lion of dollala. It waa true this practice was put an 
and to. 

Mr. J. appealed from the decision of the Chair; 
but after some conversation, withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said if he had supposed this bill 
would have occupied aa much time, oe should not 
have called it up. His object in it had been that it 
was believed by members that this work was necea- 
■ary for the discussion of the Oregon question. He 
was opposed, with the gentleman from Tenneaaee, to 
buym^ books unnecessary for their action here; but 
he denied that there was any connection whatever 
with this proposition to enlighten both branches of 
the govefnment upon this important qoMtion, 
and theseappropriations to which ihegentleman ob- 
jected. The gentleman from Tenneaaee spoke of 
an appropriation of |100,000 on thia subject. It 
couM not possibly exceed #3,000; and he argued 
that they had as much right, and the same reasons 
for this publication as for Uieir usual publiooions of 
the Presidents message, the report of the commia- 
sioner on patenu, /m. By this publication, they 
might save territory enough beyond the Rocky 
mountains to fonn three or four States. He appre- 
hended that that very book contained docomenu 
ahowing oar title to the whole of Oregon, as far as 
540 40*, and which could be found in no other book 
accessible to the members of this House. He 
argued that it was a proper expenditure, and necea- 
sary in order that Congnss should act mtelligently 
on this subject. He hoped this bill would be per- 
mitted to be Iwd aside to be reported, that they might 
proceed immediately to the diaeussion of the Oregon 
question. 

■Mr. THOMPSON wished to give his reasons, in 
a few words, for the Vupport of thia reaolution. 
He had voted with the ^Ueman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Cavi Jobkson] against these books, and he 
would go with him in support of a resolution, if he 
vould offer it, inquiring whence these books came 



that they were receiving, and against appropriating 
for their payment. But he considered tnat the pub- 
lication of the past history of the government, and 
all its archives, was a very different thing from 
voting for the proposition before the House, which 
contained valuable information in relation to Oregon. 
The people of the United States believed Our title 
clear to 54° 40' north latitude, and they knew that 
the history which contained this information was 
carried through a series of documepts, from 1763 
to this day^ whidi it would take genuemen three 
months to investigate. He wanted this publication 
for the same reason that they wanted the President's 
message, because he wanted the Houae and their 
oonstilaenta to know the actual state of public 
affiura. 

He moved to lay aside thia bill, and take up the 
Oregon biU. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN argued that thia information 
waa neceasary, and that it was proper to procure a 
suitable number of eopiea of thia work for the 
libraries of the two Houses and of Congress; but 
he was opposed to procuring them for individual 
members for their own private libraries. If the 
gentlemen would modify this bill, as he had now 
suggested, it would pass without objection. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE gave notice of his intention, 
when they arrived at the proper place in the bill, to 
move an amendment to strike out the clause pro- 
viding for the distribution among the membera of 
the House of these books. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL was understood to say 
that this book was a book which would not obtain 
a general sale; and unless they took the proposed 
number, or some reasonable number of copies, he 
would not be reimbursed for his expenses on this 
work. 

Mr. SCHENCK, after a remark or two on the 
question before the House^ desired to know of the 
chairman of the Committee on Engravings when 
they were to hear fivm that committee on the sub- 
ject of the map of Texas ! [Laughter. ] 

Mr. MURPHY ahould vote for this work on the 
same ground preciaely as he had voted for printing 
the map of Texaa, for the purpose of oblauing in- 
formation with reference to thia territory. He did 
not think that this came within the abuaes of which 
his friend from Tenneaaee had complained. This 
was an enlaiged edition of a work onqa printed by 
Coagreas, but containing much additional valuable 
information. He sent to the dark's table, where it 
waa read, the memorial of Mr. Greenhow, showing 
what the work was, and the circumataoces under 
which it waa written. 

Mr. WINTHROP addreased the committee in 
favor oS the reaolution. In reply to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, be observed that if it be a sin to 
have offered the reaolution laat session for the pur- 
chase of books, he pleaded guilty. He did offer the 
reaolution, but it was at the instigation of gentlemen 
who had an interest in it, he having no interest 
whatever, having received his share of the booke, 
which tiM reaolution contemplated giving to those 
gentlemen who had not received them. He ahould 
be sorry, however, to have it aaid that he hA offer- 
ed a resolution about the m.>rality of which he had 
any doobts; and he thnefore deairedto say that he 
did not object to the call of the yeas and nays, and 
would not object now. He did not support this 
resolution on the ground solely that it was necesaa- 

Sto fiimiah information to the members of the 
ouse on thia important oueation. He supported 
it on the broad pnndple inat it wai the interest of 
the country, ana the duty of Congrea to patronize 
great works connected with the history of the coun- 
try, and with great and important measures which 
are the subjects of legislation. The honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Dromooole] had, at an 
eariy period of this session, offered areaohiuon for 
the puUiuation of the works of the venerated Madi- 
Bon, and he would give hia heartr aaasnt to it, and 
hopisd that it woula be pabliahea and distributed, 
not only to the members of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, but to the colleges and State libraries of the 
country. 80, alao, a reaelation had been offered in 
the other House for the publication of the works of 
Alexander Hamiltoo, for which he would gladly 
vote to give aa extensive a distribution. There too 
was the history of the Elxploring Expedition— an 
expedition which had cost the government a million 
and a half of dollars — of which only ninety copies 
had been published. He thought it the duty of 
Congress to publish and diatribute that work alao; 
for he held it to ba a national object to patronize 
gntt works in ivbtiim to tiM hittorjr of Uie country, 



the progress of the arte, and in regard to impoitani 
measurea depending on the legislation of Congitaa. 
But it was said that it waa wlfish for membus 10 
pnrchase books for themselves. Waa it selfish 
when they fixed their own per diem, or gave them- 
selves the documents that were daily necessary for 
the transaction of business? Were not some fifteen or 
twenty bound volumes of documents sent to each 
member after his return home? For his part he hadns 
heaitation in letting hia constituents know that he 
voted for books for himsdf, and for distribution, and 
that he took home with him his own copies, when 
they would be at their service when they wanted to 
refer to them. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to amend the bill, k 
as to simply provide for the pnrchase of 100 
eopiea of the work, to be depoaitso in the Ubrary of 
Congreaa. Mr. D. made a few explanatory oliser- 
Tations which were not folly heard ny the reporter. 

Mr. SIMONS offered an amendment to the 
amendment, to insert after the worda "one hundred," 
"an appropriation of two dollars to each member is 
purchase a copy with." Mr. S. said that thia amend- 
ment would unable every member to purchase a copy 
who waa unabis to do so at hia own expense. Foi 
his part he wanted the book, and should porchast 
a copy for himself, not wishing to get one at the ex- 
pense of the treasury. He did not expect In 
amendment to pass, nor to get the yeas and nays oa 
it; and he had offered it with the deaign only of ex- 
pressing his views on the subject. 

Mr. &. J. BLACK was oppoaed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia^ [Mr. Daoa- 
oooLE,] because it would be impracticaUe to cairy 
it out. There were two hundred and odd membea 
of the House who wished to get all the infonmatioa 
they could on this important subject, alid would, 
therefore, be anxious to refer to this book. Now, 
how were they to do it if only one hundred copies 
were purchased and depoaited in the library To 
accommodate tliem all, it would be neoesaaryfiv 
two and a half members to read one copy. TUa 
would be exceedingly embarrassing, for one memb* 
might want to read it in the avaning, while the other 
might want to read it in the mormng. The propo- 
aiuon could not therefore be carried into eSoot. 

As to the propooition of the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Sni«N>,j he presumed that the ean- 
tleman offered it more in jest than in earnest, and be 
should therefore aay nothing about it. He ahooU 
vote for the bill as it lay on the table, and be wooU 
cheerfully do ao because he wished to ahow to ths 
peculiu ftiends of Oregon that he intended to staad 
by them on that subject. After the glorions resaltot 
Saturday, on the pasaage of the bill for the annexa. 
tion of Texas, he was ready to go cheerfully for Ike 
occupation of Oregon. He would alao go for the 
resolution, because he confessed that ha waa partial- 
ly in the dark in regard to our title to Ore^n, ai 
well aa various other subjects connected with it; anl 
he wanted such information aa would enable him 
conscientiously and underatandingly to give hia van 
in conformity with the honor ami iotereals of die 
country. In conclusion, he asiced penniaaion to aj 
a word or two in relation to the resolution which hat 
been offered this morning. He well rememboei 
that ever and anon a debate had sprung up at every 
session on this subject of purchaaing books for mem- 
bers; but he would say to the genueman from Teo- 
nessee [Mr. C. Jobnion] that he had not gone is 
the root of the evil. The gentleman said that it t« 
an 'outrage — a robbery of the treaaury; but was it 
worae than the supplying membera with other per 
ijuisites which they had neen in the habit of reonv- 
ing time immemonaL' Was not the gentleman in 
the daily receipt of three newqiapers? How maay 
knivea had he worn out in the public serriee? Had 
he not one in his pocket at that ytry timti And if he 
had he called on him to riae in his place and ahow 
iu 

Mr. B. went on to aay that the docunnent furnish- 
ed valuable information, without which gentleoKn 
could not act underatandingly, and infomatiaa 
which they cotdd not get in any other way than 
by paaaing the bill before the committee. When it 
was fiiat proposed last winter to publish the works 
of Alexander Hamilton, he determined that he 
would not vote for it; but since he came to know the 
doctrinea maintained by that diatinguiahed states- 
man on the Bubjeet of the tariff, he did not know 
but he would go for the publication. He wooU 
ask gentlemen on the opposite side, if they wen 
willing to carry out the doctrinea of Alexander Haia- 
ilton on the subject of the tariff. He asked than 
to nwik the fiwu that Alexiuider Hamilton propowi 
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to give 10 p«r cent, protection; and even, in an ei- 
tmnecMe, waa willing to give a duty of 13 per cent. 
for two year*. He aaked gentlemen if they were 
iriliiiig to abide by the doctrines of Alexander Ham- 
Jlon on that aabieet. Aa to the viewa of that states- 
man about foymtyand aristocracy, they were as 
iMimless as a imulaanake with his fangs extracted. 
The people of this country were too much wadded 
10 npobUean iaatitotionB for him to fear any ptilv 
lieatam of Hamilton^ works on that acore; but hia 
rjews on the tariff ware so aound that he would cheer- 
Fully go for the publicatiDn of his worics; and he 
rentnnd to say that hia Siata would be willing to 
pay for all tlie books. Nay the whole South, 
vhieh was whipped into aeijuiesoence by 
he Bwjoritv on that floor, in the system 
)f robbery that was oarrisd on at their expense, 
voold gladly pay the cost of the whole publication. 
Bat he noped they should have an end Msoch clap- 
in. The inlbnnation which this book contained 
le add to be-abaolutdy na c s asa i ' y; and he ventured 
« aay then were not twenty members on that floor 
—whether venerable members or young members- 
hat wen ao^oaintsd with all the minutia of the in- 
'onnation which that book could give them. That 
hey might act advisedly on that subject, he hoped 
he bill woold pass, ana that the bill for the oigani- 
Ktion of a Territorial government in Oregon would 
hen be lakan up and passed. He hoped that every 
nember who voted for Texas wouhl not be found 
lesitating on the subject of Oregon; for, without be> 
ng persMMl. he woura say of both those great qnes- 
ians, that "ne who dallies is a dastard, and he who 
loobta is damned." 

Mr. WENTWORTH said it was not hia orig. 
nal intention to have said any thing in relation to 
he merita of the bill before the House, for the r«-oo- 
npalion of Oregon, at this stage of the question. [A 
aagh.] Mr. wTsaid, gentlemen laughed at bia word 
iMteeapationtWhicb be used designedly, and he want.- 
!d genUeraen to undentand its true meaning. If 
re ever did occupy Oregon (as all gentlemen will 
nant) it ia certain we do not occupy it now. And 
lenee he wanted to r«-ooeupy it, to drive the Brit- 
about, and rigbtAilly place Americans in. He was 
fi}r tearing down the cross of St. Qeorge, and rais- 
loe the stars and stripes in its stsad. 

Mr. W. said the question before the Hooito, he 
DMW, waa a measure preliminary to action upon 
his great measure of rc-occupation. He knew (he 
liO before the House was introdooed in g«>od ihith 
>y his colleague, (Mr. DoooLAtt,] believing it 
nmldbe disposed of m a few moments, and witMNit 
erions oppositioB. Bat long speeches, compr^ 
laiding a great vtuiety of subjects, had already 
lesn mads; and for fear, as in former times, the 
flouse would never be nearer the subject than it 
raw was, he would submit a few remarks in reia^ 
ien to the bill itself. For twenty years, and up- 
vards, this qusstion of organizing a government m 
)regon had been agitated; but yet tMre had never 
wtn any bvorableaction. Indeed there had never been 
I direct vote taken, whereby the nation could get at 
he sense of its representatives. The measure had 
ilways rone by on (Use issues, or been preceded by 
>thersofleaa importance in the end, though, per- 
uqM, considered at the time of more immediate im- 
wrtanca. 

The Oregon question, somehow, had always been 
in unlucky one. There was tdways something 
ihead of it. Henee what he had to say he ahonid 
ay now, leat legislative legerdermain should hinder 
bt proper bill from being called up, as was the ease 
It the last session. 

On Saturday, we annexed a large tract, ap far as 
he action of this House was concerned, to one ex- 
reroity of our Union. Here is now a proposition 

add to the other end, or rather to keep from being 
rretrievably lost, what rightfully belonged to iu 
tfembeia denied that the annexation of Texas was 

1 sectional question, and contended that it waa a 
wtiooal one, and as such a measure they supported 
t IfAeftinds of Texas now go for Oregon, they 
vill show conclusively that they are for reclaim- 
ng their own territory at whatever extremity of our 
Jnion it may be, and thus prove conclusively that 
hey care no more for alave territories than they do 
or free ones. The opponents of Texas toota^ronnd 
hat iu annexation would add to the slave power of 
his country and theraby disturb its present eqnilib- 
iam. Even the venerable gentleman fh>m Massa- 
Jiusstta [Mr. AoimsJ would be for annexation 
inder certain eondition!i, were it not for sla- 
very. Now Oregon is north of the Missouri 
^wpromiae line, and slAvery can iieTer exist there. 



So, aa he looked at it, Texas and anti .Texas men 
would best preserve their cbaraoter for patriotism 
and consistency by advocating bU measures for re- 
poss c ssi n g Oregon. 

Mr. W. called upon wfaigs and democrats, upon 
this great national queation, involving our interests 
and our honor, to forget all party feuds, and give a 
consolidated vote against any further encroachments 
of the British upon American soil. 

Mr. BARNARD here called Mr. W. to order, 
as he considered it not proper to discuss the 
merits of the Oregon biU. 

Mr. WENTWORTH contended that he was in 
in order; or, at least, as near boing so aa the gentle- 
man from New York ever was in any of his 
speeches. The immediate question before the 
House waa a bill for purchasinga history of Oregon. 
There Was a great connection oetween a history of 
Oregon, and Oregon itaelf. If Oregon was of no 
importance, then we ought not to pass the bill; if 
it 18, then we ought to do so. 

In areport miue to this House upon the subject 
now under discussion, by Mr. Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, in 1826, there can be found the following 
sentencei 

"Tke irtiifftrtieeafJlmtrtai tUwtmUla tktaifUiUff Grtmt 
Britain. Our n€gtM:t daili/ weaktnt «ur o%on claim, and 
ttrenflheju hertj and the day wiU MOonarrict, ichen fier title 
to thii lerritory wiit be belter Ikmn onn, unless ours Is tamesttif 
and speedily enforced.^ 

This mi^t then have seemed empty declamation, 
but who will aay that time has not verified it all? 

Great Britain never had a settlement on the Co- 
lumbia nor any of its branches prior to 1810, the 
lime Mr. Astor's settlement Was commenced. And 
Mr. Madison looked upon the settlement with such 
a favorable eye, that in 1813, he ordered the fl-igate 
Adams tliither; but the order was countermanded 
in consequence of the crew being needed on Lake 
Ontario. This same year the fort fell into the hands 
of the British, where it remained until it was sur- 
rendered to ua under the first article of the treaty of 
Qhent. Thus in 1818 were we put in full posae*- 
aion. And these were the words: 

" We, He mtdrriigiud, do, tn can/trmitj) to the first article »/ 
the treaty of Ghent, restore to the fox'cmmeju of the United 
States the setttemttit rfFort George, on the Columbia." 

Thua put in possession, how have we lost it? 
Certainly not by the treaty of 1818 for joint occu- 
pancy, tor that treaty expressly declarea that "the 
onlgibjut <tf Use lugk eoittraeting pmiiet tvoi to prt- 
vtnt diqmtoi and dijfinnctt among Uumulva." And, 
whilst treating of ih* title, Lora Caatlereagh admit- 
ted our right to be the party in posaessioo. And 
this bill proposes nothing more than mere protection 
of the settlers in that pos ac ssion they have had since 
1818; nothing more than Great Britain, the party 
out of posseaaion, has done for her citizens in Oregon 
long ago. 

Since 1818, much has been said m relation to our 
duty to the .Mieriean citizena in Oregon, but noth- 
ing has been done. Able reports have been made 
to this House, to two of which he would call the 
attention of members at their leisure— that of Mr. 
Baylies, just alluded to, and that of Mr. Gushing, 
our recent minister to <^hina. Able speeches have 
also been made, but there the maltor has stofiped. 

As eariy as 1630, Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, as 
chairman of a committee of this House, made an 
elaborate report on the propriety of extending the 
jurisdiction of this country over the inhabitants of 
Oregon, whidi ooocluded with a bill for thatpur- 
poee. That bill, like all its succOsors, was suffered 
to lie on the table during the session. Next vear 
the navy commissioners made an estimate of the 
expense of transporting cannon aiid ammunition to 
the Columbia, and this was all that was heard of 
the matter during th^t or the succeeding session. 

In 1823, a aelect committee waa appointed by the 
House, with instructiona to inquire into the expe- 
diency of occupying the mouth of the Columbia. 
This committee conferred with General Jesup, who 
recommended manning a fort at the mouth of the 
Columbia, and eelablisbing a cordon of posts be- 
tween it and Council Bluffs. He gives, as a reason 
therefor, that "present protection would be afforded 
to our traders, and, on the expiration of the privip 
lege granted to British subjects to trade on the 
waters of the Columbia, we should be enabled to 
REMOVE THEM/rom our tori/ory, and to secure 
the whole trade to our citixens." Thb suggestion 
was made in ]dS4; and it is valneble aa showing that 
it was the received the opinion, at that time, that 
the British only remained by our permission, and 
, that, at the expiialion of lh« treaty for Joint occu- 



pancy, we could " REMOVE THEM fiom emr 
territory^' But nothinfi was done at thia session. 

In 1824, President Monroe, in his last annual 
message, urged the establishment of a military post 
at ths mouth of the Columbia. But no heed waa 
given to him. 

President Adams renewed this request; and it waa 
in ^accordance therewith that Mr. Baylica, in 1896, 
made the report from which he had already quoted. 
But, as usual, nothing was done at this Congrea*. 

Mr. W. said he hod thus reviewed all ptooeed- 
ings, from the time we were p«t in possession up to 
the year 1827, when the article of joint oecupatioa 
was indefiniietv continued in force, with power oa 
the part of eitner party to annul or abrogate it by 
giving twelve montha notice. 

From that time to the present, the proceedings of 
Congress have been pretty much the same as they, 
were for the ten years previous. Presidents havs 
recommended, and committees have favorably is- 
ported: and there the matter has ended. We attf 
hod talk enough about thia matter, and we now want 
action. 

He would not speak of our title to this country 
because he believed no American doubted it. Im 
heard nearly all the debatea in both branches of 
Congress at the last session, and he heard not a aio- 
gle person, whig or democrat, expreas a doubt aa to 
our title to every inch of the territory up to ths 
boundary established between na and Russia by ths 
tx«aty of 1824. That we were once in pos s ess i on 
ia equally aa clear, he thought he had shown, aa our 
title. And it is almost as clear that we are now dis. 
possessed. Indeed, one of the issues in the lale can- 
vass waa the re-occupation or re-possession of Ore- 
gon. That we becaime diqioasesaed is altogether 
attributable to our indifference. Whilst vehavs 
been doing nothing, England has done everything. 
Whilst the American settler has had to mope along 
at the tale of twenty miles a day, without roads and 
through the domain of the moat savage Indians, 
England, through her ships, has been boding ber 
emigrania at the mouth of the Cirfumbia, surronnd- 
ed by all the conveniences of life. 

Once dispossessed, the question arises, how can 
we again get possession? Of couras, he meant with- 
out war. Forcible possession can, ha would si^ 
must be, resorted to where all other m ea n s foiL n 
is ajust measure— just to the American settler in 
Oregon, just to our own interests and our own hoo- 
or. 

There may be those who may think that, befors 
the passage of such a bill, the year's notice of our 
wish to annul and abrogate the treaty of joint occu- 
pation ought to be given. But i^ under the pro- 
vision* of this article. Great Brikun can extend ths 
jurisdiction of ber lawa over her cilicens, canevsn 
arreat and punish our citizens under that jaiisdie- 
tion, can we not, under the same provisions, sztsod 
to our citizens our own protectton — treat than as 
American people treading American soil? If VS 
have this right, then comes up the enediency of 
the measure under the supposition that this attempt 
at double jurisdiction would soon bring idxiut a 
collision between British and American authorities. 
But "sufficient unto the day ia the evil thereof." Be- 
cause a foreign power baa usurped jurisdiction over 
our country, this is no reaaon why w* ahould "fear 
and trcmble" in anticipation of any collision smon^ 
the authorities. But if this collision doeS ensue, it 
will only show the more uiyent necessity of abro- 
gating that article, which has been so often and so 
fruitlessly attempted. 

But the abrogation has always been hindered by 
by some negotiation. And when, sir, will there not 
be, judging the future by the past, some negotiation 
pending on this matter? Never, so lone as things 
remain in their present condition — whilst England 
haa everything and we nothing — so long as British 
■ laws and British arms rule the coun^. He looked 
at this negotiation as all lantalization — aomethlng 
that never is, but always ia to be; mere British le- 
gerdemain to swindle us out of the country. He was 
for the abrogation of that article now, ana should b« 
ready to vote for it at any time^whether before or 
after the passage of thia bill. The sooner we do it 
the better for our interest and our honor. 

But it ia argued that England would considers 
notice of this abrogation — would consider a compli- 
ance with the provisions of one of oar treaties- 
equivalent to a declaratidn of war. If she would 
consider it so now, when would she consider it any 
less.' Would it be when there was no negotiation 

Snding or in contemplation? When is this to be? 
e predicted ncTcr, vmtil wc bsldljr aasene4 Wf 
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righta and gave the notice. Oihen «ay war will 
cettainly grow out of it, and we are in no prepara- 
tion for it. But are we not as well prepared as 
Qieat Britain, who haa everythine to lose and noth- 
ing to gaia' War with us would but be a signal 
fortheloss of Canada. The star-spangled banner 
would ware in triumph over Abraham's heights, 
and shottia of victorynngover the graves of Wolf 
and Montgomery. There would be no sopping to 
organize armies on this aide; but, at the first signal 
of- war, our indignant citizens would pour upon 
Quiada from Maine to Michigan, and overrun the 
country like a tornado. The Canadians themselves, 
half ripC for a revolt, would welcome us the moment 
they would feel safe in so doing. And Great Brit- 
ain knows this. No, no; much us this nation of 
hjfpocrites waiits Oregon, she would not go to war 
with us for it. She knows us too well. She knows 
the soreness of feeling along our whole frontier, en- 

fendered during the late Canadian troubles, the 
umiog of the Caroline, the murder of Durfee, and 
the capture of Grogan. From some nations she 
would take it at all hazards. In the ostentation of 
her humanity, she could find some excuse for taking it 
from a wealcnatiop. Under pretence of christianizing 
the woridjShe is robbing every feeble nation of its 
territory. Whils^retending to convert the Chinese, 
■he malces a market for her opium} whilst profess- 
ing to desire the abolition of slavery, she but steals 
our southern slaves to use in Canada to bind still 
tighter the manacles of her white subjects. Under 
the guise of philanthropy she strives to enslave the 
wOnd. This nation will endeavor to rob us of <Ore- 
gdn, but not by war. Diplomacy is her game. She 
who bad the impudence to demand the joint naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi with us — that we should re- 
cognise the Indians as independent powers — and 
that we acknowledge her right to search our ves- 
sels, — will not hesitate to demand anything, how- 
ever unjust, whenever her avarice or ambition 
prompts her. She claims tlie whole of Oregon; but 
only detQands all north of the Columbia, providing 
■he can Wive the joint navigation of that river with 
u^. If she ought to have any, she ought to have the 
whole. Her mle to the whole territory is as good 
as it is to one single inch between 42 degrees and 54 
degrees 40 uinuies. She is willing, however, as a 
matter of compromise, to give us a small territory in 
the angle of Fuca's strait and the Pacific coast. 
Indeed, when worst comes to worst, I think she will 
compromise everything ibr a joint possession of the 
Columl^ river and the straits of Fuca. She who, 
in her designs to monopolize the commerce of the 
world, and to dictate terms to every nation, knows 
hoW to value St. Helena, Malta, and Gibraltar, also 
knows the value of the only river of commercial im- 
poitance emptying into the Pacific north of Cape 
Horn. Great Britain got the Indies by setting 
out with two small trading posts alone. 
Give her these two points, and the cross 
ofSt. George would float in triumph over every island 
in the t^icinc It is not so much a few acres of land 
that Great Britain wants, as it is a monopoly of the 
furs of the northwest, the pearls and gold of Pa- 
nama and Clioco, minerals of Peru, hides of Cali- 
fomia, the whale fisheries, and, in fine, the whole 
trade of China, the Pacific islands, and the western 
shore of Mexico and Central America. Our pres- 
ent joint jurisdiction is satisfactory enough to Great 
Britain, bscause, in our indifference, it is the 
. same as if it was all in her hands; and, under it, our 
fur trade with Canton has been almost entirely cut 
off since 1818. 

We have bitely made a treaty with the Chinese 
powers, and thu is a matter of congratulation with 
all those who know anything of it. But how 
contingent would be its advantages (great as they 
are said to be) if Great Britain, no w possessing the 
■oveieinity of New Holland and Van biemen's 
Land, claiming that of the Sandwich Islands, and 
aiming at that' of China, should get possession of 
the ports of Oregon! The whole Kicific coast would 
soon be tinder tribute to her. 
' We are hearing much of annexation, and shall 
probably hear more of it. And, whilst our 
nation is agitated from its centre to its extremities 
upon this subject, should it not teach us one impor- 
tant lesson — to cede away no more American soil? 
Supposing Mr. Mr. Clay's proposition had been ac- 
cepted, and we had ceded away to Great Britain 
all of our Oregon territory north of 49°, would he 
not be under the same obligation to reannex it that 
we are to reannex Texas? ■ And would the Amer- 
ican lettlers there ever rest contented until they I 
were placed bock under their original rights and juris- I 



diction? Those who know Anneriean patriotism 
cqn best judge of this matter. And, whilst we have 
so much to say about the importance of n3r obtain- 
ing full command of the Gulf of Mexico, shooM we 
not be alarmed at the prospect of our losing all oar 
possessions on the Paofic? He was for Texaa, but 
he was for Oregon too. He was for extending the 
area of freedom, and be believed now was the 
"golden hour." His colleague [Mr. DoooLAtsI 
had told the House that he was for an ocean-bound 
republic He agreed with him. But his colleague 
did not present the contcasL Wears for an ocean- 
bound, instead of a British-bound republic. 

Mr. W. said, many of this body would live to 
hear the sound from the Speaker's ehair, "the gen- 
tleman from Texas." He wanted them also to hear 
"the gendeman from Oregon." He would even go 
further, and have "the gentleman firom Nova Scotia," 
"the gentieman/rom Canada," "the gentleman fix>m 
Cuba," "the genUeman from Mexico," ay, even 
"thegenUeman from Patagonia." He did not be- 
lieve the God of Heaven, when he crowned the 
American arms with success, designed tliat the ori- 
ginal States should be the only abode of liberty on 
earth. Oo the contrary, he only detigne<l them as 
the great centre from which civilization, religion, 
and liberty should radiate and radiate until the 
whole continent should bask in their blessings. 

Great Britain ui satisfied with things as uey are 
in Oregon. She is doing well luider the treaty of 
joint oooupationi and if she keeps on her piesent 
progress, and we in ours, (if that can be called 
progress which goes backwards,) in less than ten 
greats she will Eave manned a fort at every prom- 
inent point, and we shoU not have men enough ac- 
knowledging our allegiance to hold the offices; 
which certainly would oe an anomaly. Hence he 
waa for giving the notice, and letting Great Britain 
understand, in the language of President Monroe, 
that "the American coatioenta are not henceforth to 
be considered as subjects for colonization for any 
European power." 

There are those, however, who contend -that the 
giving this notice must be attended with a vast ex- 
pense, since we must preiiare to take possession 
forcibly if we cannot get it peaceably. We must 
transport troops and the mimitions of war around 
Cape Horn, or over the Rocky mountains. They 
prefer to wait, and contend that soon there will he 
American settlers enough there to defend the coun- 
try. Under this view of the case, what objection 
can there be to this bill, which proposes to do ex- 
actly by American citizens aa Gireat Britain is 
already doing by hers under the treaty of joint occu- 
pation, viz: to encourage people to go there and to 
protect them oAer they are there. 

The least that men can do who believe in our tide 
in Oregon is to protect our settlers firom the Indians 
on their route, so that our settlements may, if posei- 
ble, keep pace with those of Great Britain, and 
have a real instead of a wminal joint occupation. 
There are thousands upon thousands willuig to run 
their risks in Oregon if^ government will only secure 
them a safe passage teyond the South Pass, the 
Thermopvln of the West. He understood there 
were a thousand emigrants already enrolled to set 
x>nt from Independence (Mo.) in the spring. He 
read what Lt. Flremont said of Fort Laranue, which 
Is 320 miles from the Pass, and 5StO from the juno- 
tion of the Platte and the Miasouri. 

"If it li incontsinplatlon to keep op«n the rommaiiica' 
tiont with Oregon Terrltorj, s mow of mlUlary force In 
this country li aboolntely nsceMarj, and t eomnnition of 
advanlosw rendei* thvaeighboiheod of Fort Laramie the 
molt auitablo place, on tlie line of tlie Platte, for tlie aatab- 
Uilimant of • milKarj'pott. It i« eonnoctod with tb« montli 
oi the Platle lad the Upper MlMnnri by excellent roadi, 
wliich m in freqoeat «aa, eod would aei in anjr wev iatar- 
leie with the raiin ot tliebni&io, on wliieh the uu|hbep 
Ing Indiana mainly depend for aapport It wonU render 
any poata on the Lower Platte uaneaeeaary: the ordinary 
communication between M and the Miaaouti nelag anHteient 
to control tlieiaSemiediatelndieiM. It would openteeiV^la. 
ally, to pravent any anch coslitiona aa are now Ibimed 
among the Oroa veatrea, Sioux, Chejenne, and other 
Indiana, end woold Iteep tlie Oregon toed through the val- 
ley of the Sweet Water and the Sooth ftaa oftiM aenn- 
telna conatantly opea. A glance at the man whiob nccom- 
panioa thia report, will ahew that it Ilea at the foot of e bro- 
ken and mountainoua region, along which, l)y the eatab- 
liahment of amall poata, in the nelghbortiood or St. Tnia'a 
fort, on the aouth loik of the Platte, and Benfa knt, en the 
Arkanaaa, a line of cemmanioatiOB would be foiind, by 
good wagon roada, with oar aouthem military poata, which 
would entirely command the mountain paaaea, hold aome of 
the moat trouoleaoma Iribea in check, aiid protect and ftcil- 
itate our intercourae with tte neighboring Spaniah aettle- 
menta. The valieya of the rivera on which they would bo 
aitntted are fertile; the country, wiiich aupporta immenae 
herd! of bnilUo, ia admirably adapted to gnxtag, and herds 
of cattle atight be maintaiaed by tbs poeta, or ebtaiosd I 



Ihna the Bpaaiah country, which already a uppH aa a pe i tls » 
of their proviaiona to the tradtag poata m ea tfo ned ah a — ." 

Now the British have woamed lli siBeeli w ao ta 
into the heart of the Oregon ooiuUry as t» Ime a 
fort within 3S0milesoftt)iapw«,callailPwtfiA 
Who knows how loag it will be bsfc »» tlMy wfl 
claim the paaa itadf, w the eirda e^Britirii sd- 
croaelmieots ia contimallT fatatKiiig? AaA w 
onoe there, in cootnand or this little gap of IfH I 
blocking up what nature deaigaed ■■ lb* e«i 
highway of the world, who ean piediet iIm eaat 
amooot of blood and treasure that it will take la dia- 
lodge her? Beyond Fort HaU, at a aoitablB dia- 
taace, is Fort N«s Percea, thai Fott Vaneoanw, 
end then Fort Gcoige, naking a chaiii of four feria 
in a line fimm the peas to lheCohiia)iia,ta aay noth- 
ing of othen, oatenaiUT maimed la prataet Bkitiali 
traders and emigranta from the lodiaiia. Bat, ia 
case of a sudden outbreak, what would be the aBiaet 
of theae military establishments? 

Again: in gous to the !»■■, oar aetdera aiaat en- 
counter many tribes of Indiaas, auch aa the Faw- 
neea, Uie Sioux, tiie Crowa, Bhek Foot, Flathead^ 
&c, all within the reach of aonmitiaa; SM it ia wiB 
known that the Britiah aad Indiana ara al«m ■)- 
lies. They may be now at peaoe with tka Oaitad 
Stales; but their thievish and brutri propwiaitisa, 
aad Uieir treachery, are well known. Ifaorga*- 
emment had a fort to protect them on Ihair paaaage 
from the Indians, and, after their arrival, 1mm two or 
tlvea forts to prolea them from the encromal iB aenis 
of the Britiah and the Indiana, their lot wo«M atill 
be hard enough. Twanty-five hundred milaa ia no 
easy journey, to say nothing" of tha time lost ia 
waiting at Independence, Missouri, tuUil a aaScisnt 
number haa coUeoted to make apa safa easavan, to 
undertake so hazardoaa a taak, aad overawe the In- 
dians. Onl^r think of it: men, women, an4 ehil- 
di«n, forsaking thesr boaMa, bidding farewell to all 
the endearmente of aociety, and aettiag oat on a 
journey of over two thooaand milea, vpoa a route 
where they have to make their own roada, cooatmct 
their own bridgea, hew out their own boala, aiW 
kiU their own meat; where twenty milaa iaan aver- 
age day '■ travel, exposed to every variety of weath- 
er, and the naked earth their only reaung-plac« ! In 
sickness they have no physician; in daatli these is 
no one to perform the last sad oAosa. Hmst bodies 
are baried by the wayside, to be azhtunedaad de- 
filed by the Indiana, or devoured by Iha w o N» 
But yet there are dauntlesa tfiOM wIm wiH fatave 
all this, and government ought to eaeouraga tbcat. 
' He knew there were thoae who mtf tfiat tkss* 
emigiaou go to Oregon in view of all theae oaas»' 
quences, and they need aotco ankaa at tbair own 
option; there ia no eompoMory pt o w sa aerrsd 
upon them. True, sir, and there is no ofaUgatiaa 
on the port of our maniliants to send theu goods to 
sea. They know the dangers af the coaat, aad the 
dangers of'^die storm; bat yet, sir, we an eantina- 
ally constructii^ buoys, beaoons, ligfatrhoaaea uid 
harbors, for their protection. True, air, and than 
is no compalsory process to fisroe the sailor on a 
voyage to aea. He knowa there ara piiatea, aad 
runs his own ririt; but vet we have our akiiia tt 
war in every direction fbr hia benefit 

There is an extent of country beyond the Boelrf 
mountains 850 milea long and S50 miles widei, eov- 
eriag 500,000 square miles, or 300,000,000 of acns. 
Persons from personal obaervation npart tknt fbr 
picturesque beawly, exuberant f^ility, aad aalnbii- 
ty of climate, no region of earth of eqiaid extcdt mu- 
passes the valea and table famda of Oregon. Then 
the oattie graze all winter; and it moat eveatoally 
be a very important country for ita tiada in liMka, 
beef, tallctw, Ac Pine aad fir treee on the Cologh 
bia grow to the enormoua size of fbr^ In Utf 
feet in circumference, and three bnndna to Ihies 
hundred and fifty feet in height — it being anmetiia 
one hundred and fifty feet to the branchea. Al- 
though rather bad for corn, (not woiae, litfwwer, 
than many parte of New Hampahiie and Vannanl,) 
yet it is well calculated for wheat, barley, osa^ 
peaa, apples, potatoes, aad all roots oultrraled a 
the Umted Statea. So much fbr its intrinsic valas: 
Of its commercial importance he had already spo* 
ken. There is danger of our losing this ooa» 
try. We have only a nominal poaaeanon now| 
but yet there are American eitizena wiUiog to gai 
there, and go, too, with a delenninatiott to own aal 
allegiance but that of thia ooontry. Shall we ■•• 
cure them American rights when treading Anariesn 
■oil? Shall we deny Uiem our lawa— ay, 
flMJ' Our action on thia bill will say. 
There are thoae who, on all gmatws <rf policy is 
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I to the n«w States or Territories, are actuated 
by the ilnTO>irly-«ontneied notion that whatever 
beaefils them lends so much to depopulate the old 
States. Is this so? Has eidier the emigratioo of 
oar ftthers, or the emigration of the present day, 
iajned in the least either France, Germany, Eng- 
land, Seodand, or Ireland? It has yet to appear. 
Yo« BUqr ton) tl>* tide of emigration, but you can- 
not atop it. If the adventurous frontiersmaji cannot 
Kto Oregon, ha will go somewhere else; he will not 
erowdad; he will not allow his game to be fiight- 
tmi by the cradt of bis neighbor's rifle, nor the urk 
of Us dog. He had a friend who lived in Ohio, 
as hMg ago as it was on the extreme fVontier. He 
had bten iiioivim> and moving away from'the inroada 
of Mcwty ontil he had reached the banks of the 
Bliaaissimti^ and he was then about to move again. 
He arited him his resaon. He said it was the dying 
sdvke of his father "to keep twenty miles beyond 
law and aUonul; and a doctor and a lawyer were 
wiiMn ttlesn miles, and he thought it time to go." 
Aa at h s i of theaa adventurers said, no gentleman 
wevM Kva in a community after his wife could not 
iimte evoy psrsen within five miles for fear her 
iMcabiniMwd not contain them. Thereisaclaas 
oTdmb who will b« continually on the onukirts of 
ctviKzed society. It is in vain for us to seek the 
reason. As well may we ask why the water-fowl, 
hatshsd an land away irom its species, will reach 
itsdamant or dis. Wo nay as well call it instinct, 
aad let it go. Aside fit>m the eccentric characters 
abate alloied to, the young men firom the old States 
are aontinoaUy seeking out new fields for the de- 
▼Mopnwnt of their tidents. Their indastry and en- 
terprise make them explore erery part of the world. 
Ib naay parts it is considered discreditable for a 
young man to settle down under the noee of his 
paMHia, aa shatring a lack of manly peraeverance; 
a»d, wm same, the further off they get the prouder 
they themselves fieel, and the prouder their patents 
feel for them. Some years ago, in almost the last 
fdnee ia New Hampahire, whae anow capped the 
eircaaambient mountaioa the year round, and 
wJmm tha chief product was gramte, (and that was 
so plsnljF it could not be given &way,^ he occupied 
tha Sana desk in a country sdiool-liouse witn a 
couple of Toung lads wboae mothers bad taken oc- 
caautn to aur turn for a want of enterprise in not 
havii^ gone farther than Illinois, in looking up 
thaaafcds, ha found one taking an active put in a 
m tieli ng got up in theWallamette aettlement in Ore- 
goo, to palitioii Ceagieas for (he passage of some 
sotk bill as that nowMbre 08. The other is aetded 
in Mexico, and is taking an active part in the revo- 
lution against Santa Anna. Sir, we cannot stop the 
raving BNrit of our young men, nor should we if we 
eould. They will not settle down, and especially 
tbaae from a Yankee stock, until they have first 
looked arcmnd; and he wished them, and in- 
vited them, to take a look at Oregon (as the 
mHcbaats have it) before they purchase else- 
wbeie. And he wanted the government to 
guaranty to them that they should not lose their 
fives nor their scalps in getting there, and should 
not be daimed as British subjects. But he ou^t 
here to alhide to another class of our western pio- 
neers. He alluded to the relieious missionaries, 
who are always ahead, paving Ue way for civilizar 
tion, overcoming the prefodicee of the savage, and 
iMtining into his bosom the principles of Christiani- 
ty. Who has ever moved so far beyond the reach 
of orgaiuzed fovemmenls that he has not found a 
Methodist mmister preceding him? He was wil- 
hag that the oldest settlers of Iowa, 'Wisconsin, 
Texas, California, or Oregon should answer this 
qtisatioB. Indeed, the first, and now the most im- 
ponant settlement in Oregon, that on the Walla- 
mette, originated with a colony of Methodists fiom 
Boston. He was not denying to other denomina- 
Imia doe credit in speeding the march of civilization. 
Th«V had each and every one done good service. 
Batna n<Ae of the Methodist, because we are sure 
to find him threading the wildemsss in advance 
of aH aattlemanta, whether wa do' others or not 
Sir, the tide of emigration has set strongly towaids 
Oregon. Though the route is a perilous one; though, 
from exposure to every inclemency of the weather, 
tbt^ ate liabla to every disease, yet emigrants are 
ooatimially wending their way to Independence, and 
tarrying until enough for an emigrating party comes 
up. it cannot be possible that these thousands of 
oar eitisens on our own soil are to be abandoned to 
the merciless savage, or given up to the British gov- 
ernment as adopted British utizens. Never will 
there be « note propitiaM tiaa for oar action than 



the present. Each hour's delay strenghtens the Bri- 
tish power, and weakens ours, if we can be said to 
have any there. Now, then, is the time for action — 
now the time to pass this bill. War there will be 
none; Lord Brougham thinks it better to cede away 
whole territoriea rather than provoke a war with 
America. What Great Britain cannot get from 
us by negotiation, she will not undertake by 
war. In all her negotiations >»iih the United 
States she been remarkably successful. In 
war, the case has been reversed. A bill of 
this kind will show to her that we appreciate 
the value of Oregon, and that we are determined 
to, protect our settlers there. If we, then, rescind 
the article of joint occupancy, it will convince her 
that we mean to enforce our claim. She will then 
be a liule more modest in her negotiation, and the 
matter be amicably adjusted, if thus adjusted it ever 
can be. We want no more child's play about this 
matter. The period has arrived when our rights 
should either be enforced or abandoned. Abandoo- 
ed? No, never, whilst our bosoms are fired by the 
least spark of patriotism. When we consent to let 
any more of our territory go to Great Britain, let 
us consent to have all go. tVe want no more com- 
promises of American soil — no more dismember- 
ments of our country. The spirit of philanthropy 
tells us to enlarge, but not to diminish, in the least, 
the area of freedom. Oregon being all ours, now is 
the golden hour for possessing it. And, whilst we 
are struggling to possess what our fathers wrong- 
fully ceded away m 1819, now that we see tliat this 
Briarian arms of England are extended to possess 
all of Oregon, our actibn ought to he so aecisive 
that our posterity cannot hereafter rise up and say 
that we lost Oregon by our indiflference and neg- 
lect. 

Mr. HOLMES observed that all he had to say 
was, that he was willing, he was anxious to vote for 
Oregtm. As at present advised, he could not see 
our title to Oregon beyond the 49th d^^ee of north 
latitude. He was informed by a gentleman of the 
Senate, [Mr. Buchanah,] by the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign AfToirs of the Hotise, [Mr. 
C. J. Imgbrsoll,] and by several other ^nUemen 
who had been fortunate enough to get an inspection 
of Mr. Greenhow's book, that all doubts respecting 
our claim from 49 degrees to 54 degrees 40 minutes 
were cleared up. If the ftiends of Oregon were 
really anxious that they should vote for this territo- 
ry, they must give them light on the subject. He 
asked gentlemen when a vast — almost an unlim- 
ited — territory was concerned, the occiipation of 
which under this bill must qpst millions of expendi- 
ture, whether they would stop to quibble about 
|>3,000 of books to give them information? They 
were entering on one of the nicest questions that 
had ever involved this country; they were going 
from 49 degrees to 54 degrees — up to Nootka sound 
itself. They were venturing on an experiment 
which would involve perhaps a direct collision with 
the British power, which already had twenty forts 
in possession there. And he said at once, if it is 
ours let us have it at whatever consequences. Did 
it not become the representatives of the people, 
when they were about carrying out their high be- 
hests, and involving all the interests of the country 
in this great conflict, to diffuse these books and the 
information they contained to every library and to 
every mind? Or should they stop here for the petty 
sum of f3,000 when a kingdom was involved? 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. SmoKS to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON moved to amend 
the amendment by substituting for the bill a propo- 
sition directing this sereeant-at-arms to purchase for 
each member of the House one copy or this work, 
to be paid from their respecuve per diem compensa- 
tions; which was rejected without a division. 

Mr. PATERSON moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to reduce the number of copies to be 
procured from 1500 to 500, and specifying the mode 
of their distribution. 

Mr. THOMASSON approved of this proposi- 
tion, and hoped it would oe adopted in lieu of^Mr. 
DnoMcooLK'i. 

Mr. PATERSON briefly explained, and advocated 
his amendment to the amendment. 

"The question was then taken, and the amendment 
to the amendment was rejectad. 

The question recurring on Mr. Dromooolb's 
amendment, (which limits the purchase to 100 cop- 
ies^ was taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Ilie Clerk then resumed the reading of -dis bill. 



The second and third sections having bean lead, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved an amendment to 
strike out the proviaioii for the distribution of one 
copj to each member of the present Congreas; 
which amendment wurqected— ayes 39, noeaSl. 

One or two verbal amendments were made at the 
motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House. 

TXRRITORIAI. GOVERNMENT FOR OREGON. 

On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, the bill to 
organize a territorial government over Oregaa Tet^ 
riioiy, and for other pwrpoaes, was taken up. 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the bill. 

Mr. COBB moved to diapease with its , 
reading, and that it be read immediately 1^ aee> 
tions. 

Mr. HAMMETT moved that the committae rise, 
for the purpose of passing the bill for the purchase 
of Mr. Greenhow's work. They wanted the 
books (he said) at the earlieat moment. Tfaejr . 
could pass the bill in five minutes, and then they 
could return into committee on the Oregon bill. 

The (juestion was taken, and, being decided in the 
affirmative, 

The committee rose and reported the above named 
bill to the House. 

Mr. DOUGLASS then rose and observed that, as 
it was important to pass this bill without delay, be 
would move the previous question. 

The question being put on the second to the pre- 
vious question, it was carried. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on the 
table, and called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and the question being taken, it was deci- 
ded in the negative — yeas 84, nays 94, as fojows: 

YK.A»—Mimn. ARiogtoD. Aihe, Atkinton, Buriaen', Bsl- 
ler.Benton, BMlack, Jamei Black, Juoei A. Black, Blaek- 
web, Bower, Boyd, Brengle, Brinkerhoff, A. V. Browa, M. 
Brown, Ctldwell, Reuben Chapman, Coloi, Callom, 
Dsna, Daniel, Uanagh, Oamtt DaTii, Riehard D. Davit, 
J. W. Davis, Dean, Uabeny, DroawooU, Buacaa, Doakv, 
Elmer, Fickliu, French, Oogsin, B. Orscn, Oridar, Haial. 
•on, Hayi, Herrlck, Houiton, Hubard, i«me< B.Bunt, Cave 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Oeoi^ W. Jones, Andrew 
Kenniedy, Praaton King, Labiaaahe, Lyon, MeCauslen, 
McCleUwid, MeCletnasa, McCkinaell, NfcDowell, licliav, 
Joseph Morris, Owen, Pevton, Pollock, Piudj, Badi- 
bun, Darid S. R«id, Radbg, Rilter, Rnsaell, Sentar, 
Simons, Sinpcon, Slidelt, Tbomss Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
•teenrad, BtottOB, Slilet, Oikbatta, Tucker, Vkaaietsr, 
Weller, Wheston, Bai\Jainin White, Woodward, Joseph A. 
Wright, and Yoit— 84. 

N AVS.— Messn. Abbott, AdKns, Bajrlv, E. J. Blsck, Bow- 
lis, BrodheadiBoflagton, Boifce, But, Carroll, Catlia, Can- 
tin, A. A. Chapmaa, Chappell, CfaStoa, Cobb, CoUaaaar, 
Cross, Dellet, Dickev, Douglass, Ellis, Failta, Fish, Ilo- 
rencs. Fool, FosUr, Fuller, Oiddiags, OtiniMU, Hals, E. ■. 
Hamlin, Hammett, Hardin, Harper, Henlev, Holmes, Hoge, 
Hudsoo, Wathingtph Hant, Charlet J. IngeraoU, Joseph 
R. InganoU, Irvia, Jaaesoa, Vnitf B. Johntoa, Joha P. 
Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kiiksatrick, Leonaid, Loosa, i 
Lumpkin, Maelajr, McUvalne, Manh, Edward J. Mantis, . 
Freeman H. Moras, Isaac E. Mone, Moaelex, Mttiphy. 
Newton. Norria, Paamenter, Patstaoii, Payne, Fbaidx, 
Elitha R. Potter, enwiy D. Potter, Rhstt, Robarts, Book- 
well, Rodney, Rogera. Sample, Saunders, Bcbeack, Sevst^ 
ance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. fleynbor, Albert 
Smith, John T. Smith, Strong, Summers, Syket, Taylor, 
Thomasson, Thompson, Tyler, Vaaea, VintOD, Wentwwth, 
Winthrop, WilUam Wright, and Taarey— 04. 

The main question being first on sgreeing to the 
amendments made in Committee of the Whole, waa 
ordered, and being taken, was decided in the affinn- 
tive; and, sesond, 

lie question was put on the engrossment of the 
bill for a third reading, and alao decided in the 
afltrmetive. 

The qoealion armK on the passage of die IhI!, 

Mr. JAMESON cidled for the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question, which 
waa on the passage of the bill, ordered; when 

Mr. lAcUOWELL calM for the yeas and nays: 
which being ordered, the question was taken, end 
decided in the affirmative — yeas 106, nays 79, as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Bayly, E. J. Black, 
Brodhsad, BatbMrton, Bnrfce, Bart, Carpenter, tBhasberd 
Cary, Canoll, CatUa, Caosta, Anaitas A. Chapnaa, Chao- 
pall, Chilton, Cobb, Collamer, Cmutan, Cross, O. Davis, 
Dawson, DeUet, Dickey, Douglass, Doalap. ElUs, Farias, 
Fish, Flomtce, Fool, Foster. Fuler, OMdiagt, Ooggta, Rale, 
Edward 8. Hamlin. HSmaiett, Haidia. nuparTHwley, 
Henick, Holmes, Hoce, Hndsoo. Waabiogtan Haot, C 
J. iBienoll, lottfib B. Ingersoll, Irvia, Jamatoa, Dsaial P. 

Kitriek, Ijeoaan, Lucas, Lnmpkla, Msclay, 
eUraiae, Marsh, Edward JofUoitls, I 
irte, Isaac E. Morse, Metals*, Monliy, N*< 
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Norris, Parmeater, Payne. PbatBiz, EUaha R. totter, Easry 
D. Potter, R«ms», Rhett, Roberta, Rockwell, Rodaay. 
Rogeta. Sample, Sanndan, Scheock, Saveianee, Thaaaaa 
H. teyiaonr, Albert 8aUth,Jokn T. lailtb, Stephens, 
P. Sieae, flUoag, amnasis, Sykaa, Ttrlar, Thoa 
■OmtfttBjftfUat, Tylsr, Vaass, Viawatsr, Viatsik 



I, AUwd 



Wsafr 



Digitized by 



Google 



201 



CONOBESSIONAL GLOBE. 



woiOt, Wetkarad, Joka White, B««\|«miD Whlto, Wlnthrop, 
WUllam Wri^, and YaoMy— 106. 

NATS— Menn. Axrington, Aihr, Atkiuon, Burinctr, 
BcImt, Beaton, Bidlack, Jtmen Bluk, Jamei A Black, 
BiMkweO, Bower, fiowUn, Boyd, Branele, BrinkeAoir, 
Aaran V. Bmro, Milton Brown, CtUlvau, Baob«n Chn>- 
nun. Coin, Culloai, Dana, Daniel, Dana^, Riohanl D. 
DaTia, Daan, IMwny, Drofngoole, Duncan, Elner, Ficklia, 
Francn, Bynm Green, Oriner, Haialaon, Haji, Houiton, 
HalwRL J. B. Haat, Care Johnsoa. Ferity B Johniou, An- 
drew Johnaon, Oeoice W. Jonaa, A. Kaanady, Piaataa Kin>, 
Ijabnnehe, Ljon, UcCaiulen, MoClelland, McKkt, Jombb 
Monla, Owea, ftienon, Perton, Pollock, rardT?RaU>ban, 
DoTid a. Raid, Badiac, Bitter, Robinaon, Rutfcll, Sentar, 
Siaoot, aim|i««n, Slldall, Thonaa Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Steanrod, Statwn, John Stewart, StOoa, Tibbattt, Tncker, 
WoUer.Wheaton, Woodward, Joaepk A. Wright, and Toat 
— T». 

80 tho bOI WW pMwd. 

Mr. A. Y. BROWN then moved that the rules 
be euapended, that the Houae might reaolve itsetr 
into committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Teller* were called for, and Mesan. Wihtbrop 
and Stcwut of Connecticut were appointed; and 
they reported 74 in the affirmative, aud 52 in the 
nmttive. 

So the Houae resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Wcllbr in the diair,) and took 
up the Or<%on bill. 

Mr. A. ¥. BROWN said (the first section being 
the pending question) that he had an amendment 
to propose. He moved to atxiks out the word 
"nine," so as to make the boundary 54 degree* 
40 minutes, instead of 54 degprees 49 mmutes. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said, before the question 
was put on that amendment he desired to inquire 
from the chairman of the committee who had re- 
ported thia bill upon what ground he made such a 
motion; and also by what authority he fixed upon 
54 degtiees 40 minutes. He wished also to take this 
opportuoi^ to saythat he desired this bill postponed 
for « few days. They hadjust passed a joint reso- 
lution to purchase the histoid of the country 
in dispute, and b* hoped they would be able 
to proeura those books, and have an opportuni- 
ity to become acquainted with their contenta, 
so that they might ascertain whether 54 de- 
grees and 49 minutes, 54 degrees 40 minute*, or 
even a more distant boundary, waa not the cor- 
rect one. He was sitisfied this was not a question 
to be treated lightly. He believed tbe time had 
ejNM for aeiioii on this subject Ho believed the 
time bad come when they should eive notice to 
Great Britain for the termination of the joint occu- 
patioa. He however wished to see this book, 
which they had ordered, to ascertain if it threw any 
additional light on the subject. He was satisfied of 
oar title to a portion of the territory of the Ore- 
gon under the Florida treaty with Spain, and in 
resMOt to the rest he vraa open to conviction. And 
twitn that view, he desirea to see tbe book of Mr. 
iGreenhow. He should also be glad if the ehair- 
mao of the committee, from which this bill 
came, or some other gentleman, would sub- 
mit a resolution calling upon the Freaident 
of the United Slates to inform the House 
whatcommunieation on this subject had taken place 
between thia govenuneat and that of Oreat Britain. 
At the bat session he was not prepared lo act upon 
this solgect at all. He waa not then prepared to 
agree to a termination of the joint occupancy of 
tbiu territory; but he waa ready now to do so, and 
he was satined that this subject should now be set- 
tled. He did not know in what slate the negotia- 
tion now was: They wtre informed at tbe last ses- 
sion that the negotiation was in train of settlement 
But five or six months liad since passed, and the nego- 
tiating parties had had ample time to come to some un- 
derstanding. Withoutaknowledjieofthealateof the 
negotiation, and the history which the House had 
now ordered, this committee could not act satiafiMs- 
torily. They knew that Oreat Britain had disputed 
our title to every pert of the territory. Gentlemen 
had spoken of our indisputable title to the Oregon; but 
thare was a great difference between "indisputable" 
and "undiapated," when the question was one of 
boundary. Great Britain had a government, and 

§reat guns to sustain her right, and it became 
tem to act coolly, and not pass a resolution calling 
for information, and then act before they could pro- 
cure the information. He also dcaired to see why 
the chairman of the eommittee now proposed to 
givs up nine miles of that territory to which, ac- 
cording to some gentlemen, our title waa indisputa- 
ble. They had oflen said they would not give up 
an inch of the territory; butheiv the chairman of the 
_cniHaitlat ptopond to (ire np nine miles. H« 
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made these observations that be might obtain the 
answer of the chairman of the Committee on Terri- 
tories. And he again suggested to the committee 
the expediency ofpaiuing until they got this "gos- 
pel" of their title (laughter) which they bad or- 
dered, and until they could liave an opportunity to 
look over it, and see both sides of the question. 

He VB», as much as any member of this House, 
for briiiging this issue to a point But then he did 
not wish to enter upon the discussion of this matter 
before the world until we could show that we had 
the best of the argument He wished to have the 
reasons given to tbe world for our taking possession 
of seven degrees of latitude, and perhaps more; axti 
whenever we took it, too, he hoped we should have 
it defined geographically, defined politically, and, 
more than ul the rest, defined morally; and then if 
we came to a question with Great Britain, he should 
say, "Come on, Macduff!" [Laughter.] 

Mr. A. V. BROWN said, in reply to the gentle- 
man from Maasachusetta, why he had made the 
motion the strike out the word "nine," lie would 
state that, at the last session, when the Committee 
on Territories reported this bill, it was reported cor- 
rectly; but by some mistake in copying, or other- 
wise, 49 minutes was inserted instead of 40. 
Where did the committee get the 54 de|jees 40 
minutes from? he supposed was the question sub- 
stantially which the gentleman intended to ask. He 
read from the report of the Committee on Territories 
of last sension, showing that that parallel was taken 
from the treaty between the United States and Rus- 
sia of April, 1824. 

The eentlemon (torn Massachusetts seemed 
anxious that this subject should lie over. Mr. B. 
had called it up this morning because of its import- 
ance to the whole country, and because be had giv- 
en assurance that he would move it immediately af- 
ter the settlement of the great Texas question. Thus 
he had called it up; he had no design however to 
press it with a precipitancy unbecoming tbe magni- 
nitude of the question. 

So far as related to the American title to the 
country, to the full extent of the limits proposed by 
the bill, OS reported by the committee, he knew of 
no public man in the United States who did doubt 
the title of the United States to the full extent of 
540 40'. But the Committee on Territories, when 
they proposed to extend our laws to the whole ex- 
tent of that country, did not imagine that they were 
interfering in the slightest degree with the negotia- 
tion now in progress upon the subject; and the 
committee believed that the United States was as- 
serting only the same jurisdiction over that entire 
country that Great Britain was now exercising. It 
was well understood that the laws of the Unit^ 
States now extended over that whole territory. 
Why, then, mir ht not we do what they proposed? 
Our people hau gone to that country, to which few, 
if any, entertained the slightest doubt of our tide; 
and being there, they stood every day in need of our 
legislation. Great Britain had her magistrates there; 
she had sent thither her code of laws, her j udicial 
tribunals; she had fortifications studded all over 
that country; and what was there in existins trea- 
ties which forbcule our doing the same thing? Should 
we lag behind — ay, should we longer lag behind on 
this great question? We did not propose to do 
more than she had done, but to do as much; and be 
trusted that this House would never hesitate lo do 
it, which they might do without violating any ex- 
isting stipulations between the two countries. 

He had never believed that, under tbe treaty of 
1818, or of 1827, Great Britain, or any of her sub- 
jecus, ever held joint possession or occupancy of 
that territoi-y with tbe United States. The Com- 
mittee on Territories entertained the opinion that 
we had had, at least since 1812, exclusive right of 
possession; and Great Britain had never divided that 
right with the United States at all. Tbe stipulation 
of the treaty was only that they should nave the 
privilege of entering through the bays and harbors 
of that country ir.to Oregon, for the purpose of car- 
rying on their trade, for purposes of hunting and fish- 
ing, Ac; but while they had this privilege it never 
was intended by the stipulations of our treaty that 
they should come in and claim undivided possession 
of the territory. However that might be, if they 
claimed joint possession with the United Stales, and 
had extended their laws there, was there any reason 
why the United States might not do the some thing? 
There might be collisions, to be sure, in joint occu- 
pation; and when they arose, they must be provided 
for; but the question of the probability of collision 
was not one which addressed itself to this Housf fit 
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all. That was a question for the conaidoation of 
the executive, whether ha ahould civ* tbe DOtiea 
contemplated by the convention of 1837. Nov, 
the Committae on Tenritoriea believad, when Ibey 
repotted thia bill, that they were acting atrietl^ aBd 
exclusively within the legialative powara of Con- 
gress; that they were leaving the axeootive t* met 
when and how it pleaaed with regard to givinc t*--- 
notice lo terminale what was uaually eallea 
joint po**e*eion of thia country. That was a qaea- 
tion with which they did not iataod to iateroa*. 
The gentleman from M»a«irhn*ftl* had alalad tbat 
he htMino doubt as to the owoershin by (he UnilMl 
Stales of Uatt cmfptiy from 43 lo 4> ttagrsas Wall, 
over so much of the territory it would beii|^ to 
extend our laws and our inatitulioaBi and the cooa- 
mittea bdieved our tilla waa^ood fiiom 4S dec. So 
54 deg. 40 min.,; and they propoaed to eztanifoar 
juriauction over the whole country. 

Suppose, now, this jnriadictioa prograaaed and 
termuwted by the loss of that portion of ths eosM- 
try, (which he sujiposed only for the aaks of tha ar- 
gument, and which he had no idea would be tlw 
case,) why, to that extant the treaty tipnlatinaa b*- 
tweeo the two oountrna would curtail aor I np a l * 
tion, and would leave our reaolution* ia full loroe, 
and our lawa in full operation over the whole taoi- 
tory ao«th of the line ultimately agned oa by this 
negotiation. So, tbat in no poaaiUa point of viav, 
could he imagine any rsaaon why thia Houae *boiiU 
not go as far as they were called on to go by the 
Commhtee on Territories. Let the negotiatka tat- 
minate aa it might, there must be a large portion of 
the territory to which Great Britain, aitheaKh aha 
had claims, had yet no just claim*; and over that 
territory our legislatioa was to ba axtandad. 

But inaamueh aaGteat Britain, aa th* gaotiamoi 
from Maaaachuaeiu had *aid, ezerciaed jati*dietion 
aa for a* 4SP, could we not aa well axeiciaa joriadio- 
tion up to 54° 40*, with a* much propriety; leavme 
all queations with regard to aettlement of booirfary 
to the negotiation, as now prag r esa in g, and leamng 
this House and tbe other branch of Congraaa to 
eaiabliah a territorial govemment in thatoemtry, 
subject to whalever was the result of tha MgoOa- 
tian? 

Ia thia view the bill was reparled; and ha deabad, 
in order that *»*ry geotlemin Aould ba folly ap- 
prised of the grounds on which the bill was preasiM- 
ed to the House, that a few page* of th* icp<wtof1aat 
ae**ion accompanying the bill should ba read. 

They were read by the Clerk accordingly, aa fol- 
low*: 

In pretentinc this bill thna modiHed, and tecommenlinc 
it* pasaan, it u a loorce of aatiaraction to the committee 
to know Ihat it ia in pfoeiae aeooidaaoe widi tbe avowed 
opiniona not only of the pteaeat, bat of sevetalpneediaf 
Freiideala of the United Slataa. Aa br back aa December, 
1834, Mr. Monroe, in hii annual meaaace to the two Uooaea 
ofC^ngieaa, itronglj recommended the propciel7 of eatab- 
liaking a mililary poitt at the month of the Colamblailver, 
or at aoae ether point within onr acknowledced IkBila. 
Thia he did, not otJy aa a protection to our tkeninrreaatM 
commerce, and to our fiiheiiea, but aa a protection to all 
our interaala inthatqnaiter, and aa a neeaa ofeonciUatlng 
the veiioua tribes of Indiana tkrawriioBt oor noithwealan 
poueaaiona. He fnither added, ■■that it waa thought, alao, 
by tbe eitabliahment of lucb a post, the itUmtunt be- 
tween car weatem Statea and Tenitories and th* Padflc, 
and onr trade with the tiibea reaiding in tbe ialader, ea 
each fide of the Bocky moontalaa, woold be easeaUaUjr 
promoted. Mr. Adamt, in hia miiiige to the nestaac- 
ceedlneCongreaa, follow i up thia angseationof Mr. Mon- 
roe, ami recommendi not only the eatabiiahment of a mlli- 
taiy peat at or near the month of the Colombia, Imttke 
equipment of a'pubilc ahip forthe ex^eration of the whela 
noilhweatem coait of thia cootinant- If theae reoomneada- 
tiona are limited to the protection of onr comroeice 
and flaberiea, to the trade with intennediale Indian 
tribea, and to the promotion of onr int ar oo ar ae with Ike 
Pacific, it muit have been only becaoae at that time w* had 
no fixrd population there, looking to the pennanent uttle- 
ment of tne country for agricultural pnnwiei. Since 1894 
and ISSS, howerer, we hare advanced (ar bevond the Oien 
neceaaitiea of our people, and are now eallea upon ta give ' 
the protection of onr lawa and the benefit of onr linee iaatitn- 
tioni to thoie who have made it their pennanent abode, and 
wlioie purpoiet are to bring into cnltiration that vait por- 
tion of our empire. 

Tbe President of the United States, in hia aaanal aeaaage 
St the commencement of the present session, presented 
tfae>e|altere>l circunittances inthe condition of thatcoontiy 
to the attention of Congieas, and with much cogency rec- 
ommended the very measure which the coaailttea have n- 
potted. Ha says: "In the mean time, it ia proper to iMBBilt , 
that many of our citizens aie either already estshushed In 
the Temtory, or are on their way thither, for the purpose 
of forming permanent settlements, while othen are prepar- 
ing to foUew, and, in view of these laeU, J^taiutt repeat the 
recommendations contained in previoaa meaaagea, ta the 
estnblisDment of military poitiat such places on the line of 
travel, as will fuminh security and protection to ourhaidy 
' adventurers against hostile tribes of Indians Inhabiting 
those extensive regions. Onr laws ihoald alao fbllow thai}, . 
( wmodiAadaithccirctuutaBvet o(th« oaae nay (tea t« 
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require. Under the Inftaence of our free syitem of gorena- 
BBcnt, new repabiics tie deitined to ipring up, at no distant 
dmy, ontKe snorae of the Paoific, timflar in policy and in 
feeling to thoie existing on tliii tide of the Rocky moan- 
taina, and giving a wider and more extensive spread to the 
principles of civil and religiont liberty." 

la the bill whksh we have reported, it will be found that 
we hare respODded not only to the opinions of Mr. Monroe 
and Mr. Adant in relation to the esttblikhment of military 
poets, but we have adopted the just and proper sentiments 
of the present execntive in reference to the increasrd settle* 
■Matwourpopnlation in that distant region. Our people 
Jut* cone to Oreron, and we are only sending our laws 
aftwIMm. It might be greater precision, however, to say 
that oor laws bad Receded them; that they had been always 
there, coeval with our rights to the cduntrr; and that we 
•I* now only proposing to give them activity and force by 
government organixation. In doing so, we introduce no 
new policy into the action of the federal government 
At the time of the establishment of our national Indepead- 
enoe, our populatioo was confined to a comparatively nar- 
row aUp of ooontry bordering on the Atlande. At fast, 
kowoTcr, aa oar settlemants e.itended into the West in tuffl- 
cleatnambora, new Territories were established. These, at 
iiat, were condlned tO'the Missittippi river for their com- 
mon western bonndary. After the acnnisitlon of Louisiana, 
tha smno wise and necessary policy has been pursued, ob- 
serving linita, in several casei, but little short of the Rocky 
monatains. in the rapid march of our empire-republic, the 
time has now arrived for the extension of the same policy 
beyond those mountains, recogniting the shores ot the 
raeile aa tlie only Unal terminus of our dominions. 

The propriety of this exteijsion is dependent, of eonrte, 
on the vaUditv of the title of the United States to the territo- 
ry embraced la the bill. This question we were obliged to 
meet anterior to all action on the subject. In its investlga* 
ttoa we have looked into the most authentic histories of 
Toyagea and diaooveries on the northwestern coast of 
Amenca. We have consulted the opinions of our most dis- 
tinguished and best-Informed public men, from Mr. JeHkr- 
sondown to the present time. We hare carefully examin- 
ed all th* treaties among the several nations claiming to 
have an interest in the subject; not neglecting to profit by 
Urn reports made by Mr. Baylies to the IBth, and Mr. Gush- 
ing to the 9Ath Congress, and by the several reports and 
spMohaaorthelate lamented senator from Mlisourl, who 
had devoted so mach of the labor of his great mind to the 
inveetigatioB of this subject. The result of all this iovesti- 

Kion haa boon a thorough conviction that the United 
las has agood and indefeasible title, as against any foi^. 
sign power, lo the country extending east and west from 
the Kooky moonlalns to the Pacific ocean; and north and 
aonth fVom the Hmlta of Mexico, in latitude 43 degrees 
nnth,to those of Russia, in latitude 64 degreea 40 minutes 



The sonttaam boundary was fixed by the treaty with 
Spain in 1619, commonly called the Florida treaty. By that 
treaty it is agreed thai tne boundary line between the pos- 
sessions of the two nations west of the Mississippi, after 
naeking «M river Arkansas, shall be, "foUowiag the course 
of the southern hankeitlte Arkansaa lo its aouree la lati- 
tude 43 degreea; and thence by that parallel ol latitude to 
the South sea.** lnl89S this line was confirmod by Mexico, 
aa the snccaasor of Spain, in a treaty of Umits between her- 
self and the United States. The southern boundary is, then, 
fixed and certain. Aa to the northern one, it was settled at 
M degrees and 40 minntaa by a treaty between the United 
Stales and Russia, dated 17th April, 1834, by which it was 
agreed that there should not be formed by the citizens of 
the United State*, or tinder the autharity oftbesame, any 
establishment upon the northwest coast of America, nor in 
any of the islands adjacent, to the north of 64 degrees and 
40 minutoa of north latitude; and. in like manner, none 
by Rasaia or her subjects south of the same parallel of lati- 
tude. 

By virtue of these treaties, Russia on the north, Mexico 
on the lottth, and the United States on the east, are all 
agreed and well satisfied at to the boundaries of the Oregon 
eoaatry. Oraat Britain alone asserts or pretends any title 
toil, or any part of it, adverse lo that of the United States. 

BeSore we enter upon any examination of her title, we 
respectfully beg leave to submit our views on another ques- 
tion presented lo our consideration. It is contended that 
tha raiaaga of the bill now reported would Im inconsistent 
with the actual relation* of the two governments defined 
bv the convention of the SOth October, 1SI8. I'he 3d arti- 
cle is as follows: 

"Act.*. It I* a g reed that any country (hat may be claim- 
ad by aithar party on the notthweat eoast of America, west- 
ward of the Stony moontains, shall, together with 11* har- 
bors, bays, and creeks, and the navigatiou of all riven with- 
in the same, htfrt* and open forthe term of ten years from 
th* data of the aignator* of the present convention, to the 
vaaaals, eitixon*,and anbjects of the two powers. Itbaing 
wall understood, that this agreement is not to he construed 
to the prejudice of any claim which either of the two high 
contracting serfies siev have to any pert of ^d country; nor 
•hall U be taken to afreet the claim of any other power or 
Statato any part of said country: the - only object of the 
high contracting parties, in that respect, being to prevent 
dtnutes and differences among themtelvet." 

Ine provisions of this erticle were indefinitely extended 
■7 th* convention of 1837— with, however, an agreement 
that it should be compatent for either, at any time after the 
Wth of October, 1838, on giving due notice of twelve months 
to the other contracting paity, to annul and abrogate said 
cenveation. The first remark which the committee will 
nhmiton the provisions of the (d article of the convention 
of 1818, is, that they do not refer to the pvsMttM* of the te^ 
Titory at alL That p«t««tnon had always been in the United 
States until the war of 1613. It was then lost by conquest; 
hat It was fully restored by the trt^ty of peace, and the for- 
mal surrender of it to the United States under that treaty. 
It was only the right of entering into th* oonntry— into its 
beys and harbors— for the mere purposes of such trade and 
commerce as was then carried on in that region, that was 
Mcared to the tubjecU of Great Britain. The same rights 
■night have been extended to any of the ports, bays, and 
nrers of the Atlantic} but if extandad in the precise word* 
M Qm coBTontioR of 1618, who would Uto tboosM that 



Great Britain would have been admitted to the joint occ»- 
fancy of Matsachuaetts, New York, Virginia, the Carolioas, 
and the other States of the Union? 

If the possession of the larritory was in the United Stataa 
at the time of the convention of 1818 — a &ot which no one 
has ever attempted to deny— the provirion of the 3d section 
can only be re.garded as a permission to the subjects of 
Ureal Bfitaia to participate with ours In the Individual rights 
of trade and commerce eirloyed by our own citiaens with- 
in the territory. The bill which is now repotted does not 
eject them from the country at all. It does not deprive them 
of the privilege of entering into the country, its bays and 
livers; not at alL But it even guaranties a fuller and mora 
perfect enjoyment of these indivldusl rights, uiuler an or- 
gaoixed and well-administered system of laws. From ex- 
treme caution, and to exhibit toward Crest Britain the most 
Bcrupnloos regard for all existing stipulations, which might 
be auppoaed to have an application to tiw subject, the bill 
proposes a speedy surrender of all British subjects who 
may be charged with any violations of our laws to the near- 
est British authorities having jurisdiction over such cases. 
The permission given to British subjects to participate with 
our own dtiaens in the enjoymeut of personal or individual 
rights within the territory, never can be considered as cir- 
cumscribing the right of the United States to establish a 
firoper government for the regnlation of all persons iohabit- 
ng the country, of which she had the undisputed posses- 
sion. In this view, the provision for delivering up British 
subjects to their nearest tribunals could not have been just- 
ly required; but the same has been conceded by the com- 
mittee, on the scrupulous principle Just adverted to. 

As to the twelve months' notice required to be given by 
the couventionof 18*i7, the committee do not regard that as 
at all necesfinr}', in onler to open the way to such action as 
i* contemplated by this bill The contmittee da not know 
that, for the pnrposa of organising such a government aa is 
now contemplated, it 1* at all important to annul or abro- 
gate that convention. That country Is large, and there is 
evidently room enough forthe subjects and citizens of both 
countries, in the exercise of all their enterprise in trade and 
commerce. All that will be required of them is to conform 
to the laws, and to respect the institutions, which wr may 
establisli. Doing this, we shall never envy the equal par- 
ticipation in the benefita and advantages to be derived from 
a well organized system of government. Any possible in- 
conveniences arising from the continuance of tne conven- 
tion of 1637. not now anticipated by the committee, can, and 
doubtless will, be looked to hv the executive, who can at 
any time abrogate the same, \y giving the notice contem- 
plated in it. The giving of that notice, being a matter of 
treaty stipulation, belongs, perhaps, exclusively' to the ex- 
executive; on whose province there is no occasion, and the 
committee have no inclination, to intrude. 

In connection with this branch of the subject, the com- 
mittee will advert to the fact, (as it js now understood to be.) 
that negotiations are in progecs between the United States 
and Great Britain on the subject of this territory. They con- 
ceive that this should make no difference in the action of the 
committee. They have to acton the subject as it is now 
presented to them— not as it may he changed or altered 
uareaAer, by any future arrangements between the two 
countries. If the United States nave now the right to the 
Oregon country— if tliey have now the sole and undisputed 
l>ossesslonof it— if our people have now permanent settle- 
ments in it, and every day sufl'ering for the want of proper- 
ly-organized government to protect the virtuous and re- 
strain the vicious,— we ought not to withhold our action, 
under the possibility of some alteration in the relatioos of 
the two countries in that region, at some uncertain and in- 
definite period. That negotiation can still progress; and 
any treaty stipulation inconsistenftwith our legislation, will 
control it to the extent of such interference. No one, we 
believe, supposes that the pending negotiation* can ever 
result in the entire loss of the Oregon country. l!:i»>ugh 
witldoubtles remain of it, under any circumstances, to re- 
quire the extension of our laws in the manner now con- 
templated. If the present negotiation relates (as the com- 
mittee apprehend it does) solely to the **cerlainment and 
settlement of the northern boundary of the territory, they 
can anticipate, from no examination which thev have been 
able to make, any such loss oCoountry in that direction, as 
will at all afl'ecl the propriety of th* pai*ag* of the bill 
which is now presented to the House. 

There is enough, doubtiess, for that negotiation to act 
upon, without resorting even to the supposition that any 
portion of onr territory south of latitude M degwaa 40 min- 
utes north may be lost. We propose the extensian of our 
laws Ihllyupto that latitude, and willyaatr enbmit the 

? [rounds on which we maintain that the United States has a 
ull and indefeasible right and title to that point. We adopt 
a* oor own, and submit to the House, the views of a former 
committe on the question of tilt*; which we balieva must 
carry conviction to every disinterested and impartial 
mind. 

Mr. DUNCAN obtained the floor, and yielded to 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, who moved thai the 
comiaittee rise. 

Mr. S., however, withdrew for a moment the mo- 
lion at the request of hiscotleofue, Mr, King. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he desired to know 
from the chairman of the Committee on Territories 
whether the country was to expect that negotiation 
would establish a line short of the claim and just 
title of the United States on the northern boundary 
of Oreeon. He understood the chairman to speak 
of such a line, and to ajvue that if such a line should 
be established, this bill would still answer, and 
would extend our protection over that portion of 
the territory that might not be aurrenderea by nego- 
tiation with Great Britain. He desired to know 
whether ho understood the honorable chairman eor- 
reclly? 

Mr. A. y. BRO WN,in reply to the gentleman from 
New York, Slated d)M be u4 aubnitted nothing 



that implied any expactation that any laas W this 
territory jvhidt h« cxpeHeneed under this a egot ia - 
tion. He had st«ied that he did not expeet or 
beUeve that the title of the UoitMl States, up to M9 
40'atieast, would be questioned. After 
or too further in reoapitulatioD of his 
above, 

Mr. KING leaumed. Whan the ehairawn «l 
the Committee on Forei^ Affiun presented hie 
resolutions for the annexation of Texas, the hooorap 
ble chairman mformed the House that the annex** 
tion of TexM would produce no diffieaky with 
Mexico; that the United States had money, the 
great sinew of war, and Mexico hod not, and that 
money would keep the peace. The honorable 
chairman also informed the House that the 
tion of Texas would not disturb the amicaUe i 
tions existing between the United States and Ghrsat 
Britain; and for this daekratiOB the gentleman aaid 
he had the very highest authority, which it was ink 
necessary for him to name. The chaimuui did mt 
inform the House what was M purchaae the nnwii- 
ling aequieaeenee of Great Britain. KaawiDg, aa 
we hereknow, the determinotioa on the part of the 
American people to sustain and defend every tiji^t 
of the nation, and pariicularly our ri^U against 
any encroachment from Great Britam, no nan 
would have the right, from the remoika of the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreigii AAiM, to 
presume that a portion of Oregon waa, by negotia- 
tion, to be surrendered to Great Britain, that Eng- 
land might lend her friendly acouieaeenee to 
the annexation of Texii» to the United States. 
But when now the chairman of the Committee 
on Territories presents the Or^n question to the 
House, and speaks of a line which ne^tiation may 
settle south of our northern boundary line of Oregon; 
and that his bill, if not food for the whole, will be 
good for what is left of Oregon, I think there ia 
reason for apprehensions that negotiation may cede 
our title to a portion of Oregon — may admit it 
away. The House should call upon the execu- 
tive for information. For one (said ifix. K.) I 
would repel the first intimation that any portion of 
Oregon was to be ceded by ne^iation to Gh'eat 
Britain; and would repel the iaumaiion that it was 
probable or poiaible that this country would ratify 
or submit to neroliation that was to osde away a pairt 
of On^n to England for any purpose vader the 
sun. ft was to rtpel (Mr. K. said) the 4iet imimt,' 
tion on this floor that a part of Oregon waa to be 
negotiated away, that he had rtssn. Haringdette 
so, so faraa he waa tyincemed, he had aeoempaahad 
his purpose. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN ws« totally at a lose to knew 
how the gentleman eould have miaapprebendad 
what he aaid. He atoted distiacdy that^ehadiM 
suspicion that an aere of land would be Munmderedr 
though he went on to meets poaaiUeeaae. Did not 
the very fact that we had eatered into negoliatioiie 
with Great Britain make the paasibihty? TbUwaa 
all he said;and he begged the nntleraan not to uak* 
a wrong impreaaion on the pubUc mind. 
Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL rose, when 
Mr. DUNCAN claimed the floor. He bad yield- 
ed it only fi>r the purpose ot moving that die wWnmit » 
tee rise. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman had yiaMad the 
floor to the gentleman from New York, Bfr. Sar* 
Msuft, who had yielded it to his coUoMueiaad the 
gendeataa iram PenUaylTania next ad nr eaw a ig the ' 
Chair, waa entitled lo it. 

Mr. DUNCAN appealed from the deeiaioa oTthe 
Chair. 

Mr. SEYMOUR explained that when the gan- 
tleman from Ohio got the floor, he yielded it to him 
(Mr. S.) for the purpose of laoving that the coai- 
mittee rise; and that he then yielded it to hia col- 
league, [Mr. Prestom Kns,] to aUow him to afdc 
an explanalion of tlie chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Dmrcan's 
appeal, and reaulled in sustaining the deciaien of 
the Chair — ayes 74, noes SO. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOIX obssrrad that the gentle- 
man from New York over the way bad repealed 
to-day, with emphasis, and be thought a decided 
emphasis, what be had heard firorn the gentleman firom 
Massachusetts, [Mr. ADaii*,]and several others, 
viz: that he (Mr. I.) had stated in the course of the 
debate on this subject that peace was to be bon|^ 
with Mexico. 

He rose to state that he never intended to say any 
such thing. When he used the expression, "that 
v« b*tTe ue KBftwf of WW"— tumey— tbp idat of 
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baying ptkoeiMTsr eatered int* hii bead. There 
vwa varioiM questiona pcndine between this coun- 
try md Melcico, arising from uie nniatisfied claims 
Of our eitizeni, queationa of boundaty, &c; and his 
iHtioiM vraie, in common vHh those of many dis- 
tin^bMudand iDtelligeot individoala, that we should 
treat Mexico with a great deal of liberality and for- 
baaraaoe. With theae yisws, and without the idea 
•f buying pcace,'he bad supposed that money might 
b«aaM on quastionsTeape^u^ their debt, territory, 
Ac. Gentleman would ind that he was as little di«> 
poaad to sell the rights of our country on this Texas 
oasstiofl, or Oregon question, as any one on that 
ioor. 

Mr. DUNCAN then obtained the floor, and yidd- 
e^itto 

Mr. THOMPSON, wbo moved that the oom- 
mitiacrise. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, by general consent, asked 
and obtained leave to report a biQ (br the sale of the 
minwal lanifa in ths State of Illinois, and the Ter- 
ritories of Iowa and Wiaeonsin; and upon his rao- 
tian tlie sama was ordered to be printea, and refer- 
nd to the Committee of the Whole on Uie state of 
the Union. 

Th« quastian was then put on the motion that the 
coannittae rise; which was carried, and the commit- 
tse rose and reported progress. 

The House then adjonmed. 

HottSB or RCPB»(NTATIT», 

January 27, 1845. 

GcNTLEHEH : Having been confined to my bed 
by severe disease on Saturday, I was unable to re- 
cord my vote on the verv important subject of an- 
nexation of Texaaj and that I may not be misun- 
derstood or misrepresented, I desire to say, that bad 
I been present on the final vote, my name would have 
been recorded in the negative. 

0. HUNQERFORD. 

Messn. Blair & Rivb>. 



IN SENATE. 
TvMDAT, January 28, 1845. 

Mr. DICKINSON pnaanled a memorial from 
Asa Whitney, caq., asking for a grant of land to 
eBBbie him to construct a railroad from Lake Mi- 
cbiaui to the Pacific ocean; which was reftirredto 
tbaCommittee on Roads and Canals, and ordered to 
beprinted. 

Mr. PEARCE preaented a petition from Martin 
Ftowidc, esq., praying for the otmfirmation of his 
title to a tract of land; which was referred to the 
Ooaunittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ASHLEY preaented a petition from Wil- 
lioaa Hickman and 60 othws, citkena of Washita 
and Union eoonties, Arkansas, praying for the es- 
taUiritmentafamailrouteflromLiulaRock to Cam- 
dan; also ftom Camden, Arkansas, to Minden, in 
the State of Louisiana; and a petition from Captain 
Bkhwd Tata and 58 otfaara, of Washita county, 
praying for the same object: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Poat Roads. 

■Mr. BAOBY praaented joint resolutions of the 
legialatnro of Abtboma, preyiw Congreas to adopt 
■uch a rate of postage as to conform it to the federal 
aoiw r aBr r ed to tha Committee on tbe Post Office 
and Post Roads, and ordered to be printod. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition ftom Dal- 
las CowH^', Miawwri, Maying for the aatabliahmeiit 
of a mail route fram Warsaw, Benton eennty, via 
Bnffido, Dallaa county, te Spruwfield. Also a pe- 
tition from members of the legislalure of Missouri, 
pn^inrfor a mail ronte: refened to the Committee 
on thfe Post Office and Poat Roads. 

Jdr. PHELPS preaeoled a petition from sundry 
citizens of Pittefotd, Vermont, one part remon- 
atOkting against the annexation of l^xas to the 
United fitncasy and the other put praying for the ab- 
olition of slavery in the District of Columbia. On 
bia notiaa, so much as related to Texas was refer- 
re4 to the Ooatmittee on Foreign Relatione; and the 
qnealion of reception being raised on the alavery 
portion, it Was orasred to lie on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON aubmiUed the tallowing resolu- 
tion; which «a» agreed to, viz: 

R tm ht i , Tbat tha PoiUDMtSr Omenl be directed to r«- 
port te ths Seaati ttieBOB^wr of failucui of tkc nail ta sod 
nam ftnr ,OrkWM witbin tlw latt twelve nionUii,uulth« 
esOietM lochwiluresi the iteps takea by the Pokt Odice 
DenaStJnent to iiuvre k more rerular conrejiuce of the 
•aid Biaiii; and whether or not further ieglilation k re- 
quired to pieveat each ftilarei in fntuie. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
ftomMuklry ale^tocs of tha cownty of New Lon- 



don, Connecticut, remonstrating against the anneJUr 
tion of Texas to the United States: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, presented a memorial from the Rev. John 
P. Hough and Samuel Hough, praying for the ar- 
reara of pension due their mother, tbe widow of Dr. 
Hough, of the revolutionary army: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DICKINSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
concerning the district and circuit courts of the 
northern district of New York; which was read 
twice, and referred ' to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the resolution below. 
He remarked that he knew nothing about the sub- 
ject matter of it. It was handed to him from a 
nigh and respectable . source. The resolution was 
read, and agreed to, as follows: 

Raolvtd, That the Committee on Military AiTaiii be in- 
itructed to inquire into the expediency of auUiorizing the 
Secretary of War to raalce ez|>erimenU for teiting the utiii- 
ty of an tUeged Improvement in the nie of artillery, invent- 
•d by Robert MoCtrty , of tho State of New YorlL: and that 
•aid committee b« auUiorized to report by bill or otlier- 
wiw. 

Mr. WOODBRIDQE remarked that he had re- 
ceived a communication making application for 
some of the books published by order of Congress. 
The application came in the shape of a private Tetter, 
and not in the form of a memorial to Congress. He 
thought proper, therefore, to introduce a resolu- 
tiou; which was read as follows: 

Rtwivri, That Hm Joint (Committee on the Library inquire 
intothe expediency of lupplyin^ one set of "American Ar- ' 



ohievea,'' one set of the "American State Papers,'' (In 91 
vob.) to the Detroit Young Men's Society, a liter 
ation in the State of Michigan. 



The resolution was then agreecl to. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which was referred the pe- 
tition of A. Ledour & Co., and others, of New 
Orleans, reported a bill to authorize the relocation of 
a land claim No. 3, 4, and 5, granted by Congress 
to General Lafayette; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading, and the report accompanying it 
to be printed. 

Mr. FOSTER preaented additional documents in 
support of the claim of John Cocke, of Tennessee, 
for advances to the Cherokee Indians; which wets 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the credentials of the 
Hon. DixoM H. Lewis, elected by the legislature of 
Alabama a senator from that State to fill uie vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. William 
R. Knie. The credentials being read, he qualified 
and took his seat. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the decision of the 
Supreme Court in the case of John M'Donough vt. 
Ijaurent Millanden, and others, plaintifls in error; 
which, on his motion, was ordered to be printed, in 
connection with the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, fumisbiog mforroation touching the 
Houma claim, which is now in the process ofbeing 
printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the memuriid of a 
number of citizens of Michigan, praying for the ex- 
tension of admiralty jurisdiction over the northern 
and northwestern lakes, reported a bill further to 
provide for the punishment of offences against the 
United States; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. BREESE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Jambs Simple, elected by the legislature of 
IDinois to fill the vacancy in the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States occasioned by the death of tbe Hon. 
Samuel McRoberte. 

The resololion subnaittad by Mr. Ashlev yes- 
terday, empowering the Secretary of the Senate to 
have printed for Um use of the Senate 1,500 copies 
vf the land laws and decisions on hind cases by 
the departmenU since ihe second session of the 35th 
Congress, came up for consideration; and after a 
few remarks by Mr. ASHLEY and Mr. WOOD- 
BRIDGE, showing the great importance of the pub- 
lication to aid the people of tbe new States in the ad- 
justment of their land titles, it was, on the sugges- 
uon of Mr. HUNTlNGTON.-referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The bill from the House for the purchase of cer- 
tain copies of the History of Ore^n, California, 
and the other territories on the northwestern coast 
of America, was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

CHOCTAW CONTRACTS. 

Dn motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, his resolution 



(published in yesterday's proceedings) calling an 
the Secretary of War fbr information m refiareoce to 
the removal of the ChoctaW Indians, inn taken ap 
for consideration, when Mr. J. moved the follolHnf 
substitute for the original rasolutim, which was 
agreed to, viz: 

Rachtd, That the Secretary of War inform theSeaat* 
what contracts have heretofore )>een made ibr tha renoTsl 
of the Choctaws remaining east of th« Mlsii^^lryi livar, and 
for their subsistence for twelve months aAortbatr arri^ ia 
the country assigned to them West of theMiui*sim>SBd 
that he furnish a copy df all such eantiaCta; Whclker aor 
advertisements were made of Ihe iatanlion lit the gotaril> 
menttomakeracUcoatracU; and if not, whether pic^MalS 
for said contracts were made by any other peiaoDa thaa 
those to whom such contracts were ItL If such propoaala 
wer« received and examined, whether, at the timatkev 
were opened, tha preaent contiaetors were tike lowest hid- 
deis for both of said contncts; and if not, who was Iha 
lowest bidder, and under what eiroumstancas the praaaat 
contractors became the lowest bidders; what amouat of 
money has been advanced to these oonttaoton on accoaat 
of said contracts, when and to whom; whether there is any 
contract, acreement, or undeistanding that tlis eonuaetan 
are to have anv additional allowance Ibrfeniagw or other 
causes; and if lo, what la tha nature of Ihe said contiact, 

yreement, or undeistanding; whether said eontiacton, 
any contracts have lioen made, have given boad aai •» 
ourity for their laithAil performance, in what aaoaat, sosd 
the names of their sureties: whether any aUegati on a have 
been made to the department against the snIBcieaoy of said 
sureties, and what steps have been taken in relatioa tberato; 
and whether the department haa reqaJted fr»B the ems- 
tractors additional surety, whether the same haa been 
given, and if so, the names of such bondsmen: and what 
steps have been talun by the eontiacton for the iv- 
movalof the said Indiaas; by what lima, naAeraaideca. 
tract, were they bound to have a party aiidar wav, aad 
whether any have yet started on their jouraay. Ami thaS 
he inform the Senate further, wliat amount of scrip haa baea 
issaed by the department in the name and Ibrthe aae ef cer- 
tain Choctaw Indians, nnder the act of Congrass of th« Md 
August, IS43 ; to whom said scrip has Iwaa daUveswd, aad 
a copy of tbe instructions given to such agent: wltathar 
said agent is in any manner interested in eithec of the eoa- 
tracta abova referred to ; whether ha haa given aaearity for 
the faithful distributioa of said scrip, and in what asaaant, 
and who are his secniitiea. And that he inform the Saaala 
further, whether he has given any instiucUona himsaW. or 
caused them to be given Dy any other person, to the (Choc- 
taw agent, asking and requlriiK Um to Uceyaa any panosi 
to trade with the Choctaw Indians in the country west, aad 
if so, tbe nana of Ihe person to be Ucaasedi nd that ha 
communicate oopies of all communkations in his *Ue» ia 
relation to said subjects. 

On motion by Mr. J., the reaolution was ordeiad 
to lie on the tabla for ths praaenu 
On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was - 

OrtUred, That Ihe dooomeuts communicated by tha Praat- 
dentofthe United States in relation t* the treaty with the 
Ta Tsing empire, from which the injiuscUon of sacracy has 
been removed, l>e printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion af Mr. TAPPAN, the previoaa or- 
den of the day were postponed, and the bill to qniet 
the title to certain lands in the towns of Perrynburg 
and Croghansville, in the State of Ohio, was taken 
up for conaideration, as in committee of the whole, 
on an amendment of the Committee on PuUie 
Lands. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE having explained the ob- 
ject of the amendment, it was agreed to, and the bill 
was reportted to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee said it would be re- 
membered that an act passed at the last seaaioB of 
Congress, for the establishment of a naval dqiot 
at Memphis, Tennessee. At the time of the passage 
of that act it was not recoUacled that then was any 
existing law which would prevent the oommenoe- 
ment of that work at the period contemplated. But 
by a joint resolution of both Houses of Congress, 
passed in the month of September, 1841, it is pro- 
vided that no public work of this kind should pn>- 
gtess uutil the consent of the State in which it should 
be located should be obtained. It would be remara- 
bered, too, bv the Senate, ha had no doubt, that tha 
legialatore of Tennessee passed eertan reaolnliona 
on the anbject of this depot, which resolutions were 
now of record in the Senate. These aolicited the 
establishment of the Memphis depot, and amounted 
to an estoppel on any future interference on her part 
with the operations of the government within her 
limite. But as a doubt was entertained, and as it 
was important to facilitate this great public woric, 
during the recess of the general aasambly, he pro- 
posed to submit a resolution to the Senate, with a 
view to suspend the operations of the joint resolu- 
tion of September 1841; and if the Senate had no 
objection, he hoped the resolution which he submit- 
ted would be now acted upon, in order that it mu^t 
be sent to tlie other wing of the Capitol as speedily 
as possible. 

Mr. F. then introduced his resolution twncemiog 
tha naval depot at Memphis, Tennessae; which was 
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raad twice, and taken up aa in conunitte* of the 
whole. 

Mr. BRAESE said said he should be very much 
gratified if the Secretary would read that secdoa of 
we reaolution, pasaed in 1841, to which the resolu- 
tion of the honorable senator from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Foster,] had reference. It was one of very much 
importance, and required to be thoroughly under- 
stood. If he recollected that resolution, it prevent- 
ed the goTcroment from expending any money for 
improTeasents on lands, until the title to the lands 
was examined and sustained by the opinion of the 
AttOfsey General. The conditions imposed, prevent- 
ed any progress in the work contemplated, until the 
-validity of the title should be legally established. 
Now, It was not probable that a good tiUe could be 
had. He would ask the senator from Tennessee, 
wliether the title had been acquired and perfected 
or not^ H e un derstood it had not. 

Mr. FOSTER observed that the senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Bb«>k] and^imself were old acquaintr 
ances on this subject. He desired to aay to the 
gentleman, in regara to the validity of this title, that 
It would be well established before any steps should 
be taken to expend the public money. He look it 
for granted that there was a very general solicited 
throughout the country, that this work should go 
on, and he was satis^ that his honorable friend 
firom Illinois participated in that solicitude. The 
title would be established and perfected before the 
adjournment of the present session of Congress, 
as a very necessary step for that purpose had al- 
ready been taken. All that was necessary now, if, 
indeed that much was necessary, was the action of 
the legislature npon the subject, in the manner con- 
templated by the joint resolution of 1841. He could 
fimoer assure the honorable gentleman that the Sec- 
ratary of the Navy had no idea of expending one 
dollar upon this property, until the title should be 
adjusted and passed upon by the Attorney Oeneial. 
The enly object of the resolution which he submit- 
ted, therefore, was to suspend the operation of the 
joint resolution of 1841, until October next, and that 
only because the general assembly of Tennessee 
would not meet until then. He took it for granted 
that no one oould doubt what would be the result of 
the operaiioM of the general assembly when it 
marts So Jbr as jnii^iction was concerned, it 
would be granted. It ttar, then, oidf a -question of 
leave. Should so much time pass by before the act 
to establish this depot could be enforce? 

Mr. BREESB wished to call the attention of the 
Senate partieuiariy to the third lection of the joint 
resolution of 1641, which it was the object of this 
resolution to suspend. It was right and propei'that 
th« title should oe secured before commencing the 
woric, and perhaps expending half a million of dol- 
lars on it. The section to which he referred pro- 
vided that no public moneys should be expended 
npoo any site or land hereafter to be purchased by 
the United Slates, for the puipoMs mentioned, until 
the written opinion of the Attorney Oeneral was 
Itad in favor of the validity of the title; and also the 
consent of the legislature of the State in whieli the 
land has, should be given to the purchaser. 

Mr B. went on further to remark upon the difli- 
coUiss atlaadiiw the validity of the title, and to show 
the necessityor abiding by the reaolution of 1841- 

Mr. FOSTER was satisfied that his honorable 
friend had mistaken,the entire scope and purpose of 
the reaolution. He [Mr. Breese] was discussing 
the validity of the title; but he (Mr. Foster) made 
no inouiry, and asked no fiivora on that subject. 
He dia not expect the government to expend one 
solitary dollar, unless upon the opinion of the At- 
torney General of its validity. The gentleman said 
a large amount of money would be expended. 
Granted. Could there be a naval depot erected at 
any point whatever that would not costmiUientf 
Milbons -were annually expended by the various 
departments of the government to carry on the army 
add navy. It was not probable that the govern- 
ment would lose the monay. The State of Ten- 
nessee had DO title to any port of Memphis, and 
never had. It was now individual property; and all 
those portions upon wliich this depot was to be es- 
tablished, were individual property. 

Mr. TAPPAN was understood to aay Uiat, this 
being a resolution to suspend the action of a joint 
reaolution of Congress heretofore passed, it ought to 
be referred to a committee, that the Senate might 
have a report upon that question before they acted 
upon it. He therefore moved its referenoe to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

A^. FOSTER had no objection to referring th« 



resolutions to a committee; but the reference should 
be to the Naval Committee. He moved that refer- 
ence. 

Mr. TAPPAN having withdravm his motion, 
the reaolution was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Afiairs. 

POST OFFICE REFORM. 

The general orders having been announced, 

Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the unfinished 
business of yesterday, which was the further con- 
sideration, as in committee of the whole, of the 
bill to reduce the rates of postiui;e, to limit the use 
and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and 
for the prevention of ftauda on the revenues of the 
Post Office Department 

The bill -was accordingly taken up, and Mr. M. 
resumed his explanation of its provisions. 

He said he had yesterday reviewed the funeral 
objects of the bill, and the motives which had in- 
duced the Post Office Committee to construct it 
as it now came before the Senate. Having said all 
he intended to say on these general principles, he 
would now take up his review where he left off yes- 
terday, and proceed to explain the bill in detail. 

As the t-wo-fold object of presenting to the reader 
a brief and condensed statement of the provisions of 
the bill, and giving the details explained by Mr. 
M. will be attained by the following synopsis, it is 
submitted aa embodying the substance of his expo- 
sition, in methodical form. 

The first section enacta that from and after the 
passage of this act the postage in lieu of that now 
payaUe shall be, for every single letter conveyed a 
distance not exceeding 100 miles 5 cents, and for all 
distances exceeding 100 miles 10 cents; and for a 
double letter, double these rales; for a treble letter, 
treble these rates; for a quadruple letter, quadruple 
these rater, and every letter of one or more pieces of 
paper not exceeding a qearter of an ounce, shall be 
deemed a single letter; letters exceeding a quarter of 
an ounce, and not exceedini^ half an ounce, to be 
deemed double letters; and letters of not more 
than three pieces of paper nor exceeding three- 
quarters of an ounce, to be deemed treble le^ 
ters; and all letters or parcels not of the foregoing 
descriptions, or composed offour pieces of paper, 
and not exceeding one ounce, shall be deemed quad- 
ruple letters; and for every additional quarter of an 
ounce above one ounce in weight, the additional 
postage of a sinele letter for the same distance shall 
be char^; all drop-letters, or letlera placed in any 
post office, not for transmission by mail, but for de- 
livery only, shall be charged two cents postage each; 
all letters advertised as remaining over in any post 
office, to be charged with the expense of advertising, 
in addition to the regular postage. 

The second section provides that all newspapers 
of no greater size or super^ieies than 1,900 square 
inches, may be sent through the mail by the edfitora 
orpublishera to subscriMrs or othera within 30 
miles of the city, town, or place of publication, 
postage free; [if sent beyond 30 miles, half a cent for 
a distance not exceeding 100 miles, and one cent for 
greater distances, provided the edilora keep a list of 
uiese transmissions with all particulars, and certify 
the same to the Postmaster General at the end of 
each quarter, to enable the Postmaster General to 
charge the poalmasten with the amount of postaee;] 
and all newspanere of and nnder the size of 1,900 
square inches, [the editora or publishere of which 
shall refuse or neglect to keep and return said list,] 
reUck MaH be conve^i in tkt mm/ any ^stance 
teyond 30 miUi from tht place at vHeh Iht tame 
may he printed, shall be subject to the rates of post- 
age chargeable under the 13th section of the act of 
ad March, 182&, relating to the Post Offiee Depart- 
ment, and on all newspapera of greater size than 
1,900 square inches, shall be charged the same rates 
of postage as prescribed by this aot on magazines 
and pamphlets. 

The third section prorides that printed cirt^hrs 
and handbills or advertisements, on quarto or single 
cap paper, or paper not larser than single cap, fold- 
ed, directed and unstaled, shall be charged two cents 
for each sheet, whatever the diatanee may be; and 
all pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, and other 
printed matter (except newspapen) unconnected 
with manuscript, shall be charged two and a-half 
ooitsfor each copy not exceeding one onnce, within 
one hundred miles, and five cents for greater dis- 
taaces; one cent additional for every additional 
ounce for any distance — fractional half ounces to be 
ehaixed whole ounoes. 

The foorth aection ptovidea dud dw Pwtnwtlwr 



General may aepanXt the letter nail in eaaas of ne- 
cessity , and forward it — taking care to forward tto 
remaimng part as speedily as possible. 

The fifth seetioD providss that the tweaty-aevtirth 
section of the aforesaid act of 3d March, 189>, aiMl 
all other acta and parts of acta conftnioig ftankio^ 
privileges, be repraled. 

The sixth section provides than oficen of tha 
government heretofore having tha fhmking priri- 
bge, shall keep an account of postage charged tb 
and payable by them on mail matter tonehing their 
official buaincKS, which, upon due verification, shall 
be paid quarterly out of the contingent fbnd of tha 
bureau to which such business relates, llie three 
assistant postmasters general to be entitled to re- 
mission of postages charged them on mail nattsr 
relating to their official duties— said assistant post- 
masters geneial to be entitled to send through the 
mail official mail matter endorsed "ofKciar bmi- 
ness," subject to a penalty cf |.^i00 for ihlse «a d o r a»' 
ment. The deputy postmastere to have the samt 

Srivilege, subject to the same penalty for £alse ea- 
oraement. 

The seventh section provides that the frankinc 
privilege, as it now exists, be contined to the P res f 
dent of the United States, the Vice Presideat, aO ev- 
Presidents, and ex- Vice Presidents, the widows 
of ex-Presidents, and the Secretaries of Stata, 
of the Treasury, of War, 4)t the Navy, thk 
Postmaster General and the Attorney Gen- 
era); also the act authorizing the govemora of 
the several States to transmit by mail certain hooka 
and documents, ia continued in force, MembenoT 
Congress, delegatea fVom Territories, the secretary 
of the Senate and the olerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, an authorized to transmit Aee of poa tag * 
documents printed by order of either Honaa of Con- 
gress. 

The eighth section provides that each member, of 
Congress and delegate fVom a Territory, the aeei«- 
tary of the Senate and clerk of the House of Rep> 
resentatives, during each asasion of Congress and 
for thirty days hefon and thir^ days after each 
session, may receive through the mail, free of post- 
age, lettera, newspapen or packages, not exeeeding 
two ounces in weight; postoga on excess of weight 
over two ounces, if on public business or busineaa 
of Congress, to be paid out of tlie contingent ffand. 

The ninth saetian, in lien of4he present privilege 
of (ranking, provides for fbmishing members of 
Congress and delegates of Territorierwith a numr 
ber of free oovera equal to five each per day for 
each session, which coven shall peas free of post- 
age to the extent of two ounces each; excess of 
weight over that to be chargeable as for common 
letters. 

The tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth sec- 
tions are penal prorialons wainst infringmenta on 
the monopoly of the Post Office Department. 

The fourteenth section reserves private rights; 
and provides that no package exceeding tiiiee pounds 
we^nt shall be transmitted by mail. 

The fifteenth section empowere the Postmaster 
General to make temporary contracts with steamers 
for carrying poitiona of the mail, the expeaae not t« 
exceed that of previous contracts. 

The sixteenth section defines "mailable matter" 
to mean lettsn, newspapen, magazinea, pamphlets 
periodically published, not exceeding eight ounces 
each, but excludes bound books of any size; news- 
papen, magazines, pamphlets, or other printed mat- 
ter mode up in parcels as merchandise, and sent by 
any sort af transportation for sale and not fbr distrt- 
bution as mailable matter, to be exempt from re- 
straint 

The seventeenth section is penal against coanter- 
fsiting stamps or envelops. 

The eighteenth section defines the term "newspik 
pen" to mean any printed publication isaaed in nam- 
oera, consisting of not more than two sheets, and pah> 
lished at short intervals, not exceeding a month; the 
tnt exchange of newspapen not restricted, but td 
remain aa at preaent 

The nineteenth section apportions the peeoniaiy 
penalties under this act equally between tne depart- 
ment and the informer, and points out how they are 
to be enforced. 

The twentieth sestion requires the Pestmastsr 
Oeaeral to let all fVitnre contracts to the lowest Ud- 
der complying with the conditions required: no new 
contractor to be required in futaia to purchase ths 
stock of his predecessor. 

The twenty-fint section provides for suing and 
being saed, under this act, m district eonris of tha 
Umttd 8M«a, «r of ihs DiMriet af Oriaatbia. 
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The t«*Dt]F-wcond section appropriate! |750,000 
.to tb4 Poat UEoe Oepatteient, to meet any defieien- 
cy of it* means to meet its expenses for the ensuing 
y«Br, that may arise firom the proposed reduction of 
postage. 

In pia preliminary remarks on the provisions of 
the bill, Mr. M. explained why he haa selected the 
year 1836, in prefenoce to any other year, for the ba- 
sis of his calcolations of yesMrday, as to the num- 
ber of letters sent through the mail. This explana- 
tion was necessary, because a senator opposite had, 
in conversation since, called his attention to the eir- 
cumstanoe that, owing to the great bank expansions 
of 1836, it was probable the correspondence of the 
ooontnr was much larger than of ordinary years. 
This, he owned, had not occurred to him; and it 
would have thrown him into some doubt on the 
natter, if he bad not further investigated the sub- 
ject, in order to arrive at the fact whether that cir- 
cumatance really did create any difference of suf- 
ficient magBitaoie to render the selectioa of 1836 
unsafe as a basis of calculation. He now re- 
joiced tiiat he had been thrown into that 
inveati|[Btion, and he thanked the senator for his 
Mgmtion. The result of his further calculations 
onuiis point was this: that the pn^ressire increase 
of tlA post office revenue in 1636, over the receipts 
of preceding y^ars, and of the succeeding years up 
to 1841, was at nearly a uniform rate of five per 
per cent., the increase of 1836 differing so little from 
other yean of that sequence as not to affect the basis 
of calculation. The post office revenue of 1836 was 
^408,333; that of 1837, t^,100,000; that of 1838, 
|4i385,000-, that of 1839, $4,477,000; that of 1840, 
^,539,365. Thus exhibiting a progrsAive and 
steady increase up to the period when private ex- 
fttrnuB bUBtn to make inroads on the profitable mail 
routes. Then, for the first time since the beginning 
of 4be government, the post office accounts exnibited 
symptoms of a fiuling revenue. The receipts of the 
depelrtmMt for 1841, fea off to #4,379,000. In 
1843, owing to the opeiation of the bankrupt law, 
they reviv^ a little, and gave $4,549,000; but in 
1843 ^ey declined again to |4,295,000; and in 1844 
to m,337,000; notwithstanding the gradual increase 
of population and restoration of business. Had the 
steady increase of the succession of years between 
1830 and 1840, been continued to the present time, 
the revenue of the diniartment would now exceed five 
ttilUons of ddllars; but owinjg to the interference of 
private expresses and the disturbing causes which 
tendered the proposed lefbrro now imperative, there 
has been of tele a fiiUng instead of an increasing 
revenue. 

Now, independent of the grounds thus given to 
show that it was perfectly nfl to take the year 1836 
for a basis of calculation, he should say that it was 
the only year prior to the effect of private expresses 
being felt opon the department, in which the Post- 
master General^ reports furni^ed any return of the 
number of letters passing through the mail. 

He now moved to amend the bill as proposed by 
the Post OfSee Committee, by striking out the por> 
tions in brackets, and inserting that m itaUes, (as 
marked in the foregoing synopsis.) 

The amendments were adopted. 

Mr. HUNTINOTQN, having understood one of 
the amendments as extending only to the abandon* 
ment of the requisition that editors and publishers 
of newspapers should furnish the department with 
lists of their subscribers, had made no olneetion to 
its adoption; but aince finding it included the pro- 
vision of reducing the post^ on newspapers to 
half a cent for each copy sent thirty milea, and one 
cent for greater distances, (a provision he wished to 
twain,) he moved a reconaideration of the vote taken 
on that amendment. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped tlie motion to reconsider 
would not prevail. It was not without most anxious 
eonaideiution that the committee came to the con- 
dnaien of offering the amendment. The public 
eompbint was not that newspaper postage was too 
high, but that letter postage was. A great and very 
Mailable concession was made in the bill to country 
nswspapras — that of giving them a circuit of thirty 
miles to circulate postage free. If the old rates of 
newspaper postage for (Hslances beyond thirty miles 
ware not ietain<3, the means of the department to 
meat the reduction of letter postage contem]dated 
would be greatly orampol. 

Mr. NILES agreed with the chairman of the Post 
Office Committee on thia point. The greatest ex- 
■anse of the d^artmeot, and the least income, was 
InMn the tnuMBUMion of printed matter through the 
Jt formed nine^withs of the expanse, and 



yielded not a tenth of the revenue. The public out- 
cry was not against excess of newspaper postage, 
but against exorbitant rates of letter postage. 

The motion to reconsider was negatived without 
a division. 

Mr. MERRICK now proposed some amendments 
frotn himself. The only one not merely a verbal 
correction was, to exempt envelopes from beine 
deemed one of the pieeasof paper chargeable with 
doable postage; which was adopted. 

Mr. MILLER moved to amend the first section 
by striking out the specification of the two rates of 
postage, 5 cents and 10 cents, and inserting the pro- 
vision of the bill of last session ss amended 
by the Senate, namely, 3 cents on single let- 
ters for 30 miles, 5 cents fbr 100 miles, 10 cents 
fbr 300 miles, and 15 cents for all greater dis- 
tances; double, treble, quadruple letters, Ac, 
to be charged ratably in the same proportion. He 
objected tbatyire cents for 100 miles wouM not meet 
the competition of private expresses, nor ten cents 
for greater distances. For instance: from New 
York to Boston, the present charge on a single let- 
ter is 12i oenu; by this bill it would be lU cents. 
Now, the reduction of 3| cents would not affect tlie 
private expresses at all. To compete with them, 
the reduction should be to 5 cents. Beaidea, unless 
for short distances the reduction was to 3 centa, 
none of the correspondeace carried by private 
hands or private expresses, would come into the 
mail. A mere change from 6| to 5 centa would ef- 
fect nothing but the loss of the difference in reve- 
nue. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed the amendment, and 
hoped it would not prevail. Gentlemen kept entire- 
ly out of view his arguments of yesterday, that it 
was not by underbidding private expresses Uie de- 
partment was to be sustained. First make a rea- 
sonable reduction of postage to meet the expectation 
of the public, and then trust to restringent laws to 
protect the monopoly of the department. That was 
the only practicable way of putting down the private 
competition of theae expresses, so injurious to the 
post office revenue. ■ 

Mr. WOODBURY considered the proposition of 
three cents for short distances, and so on, ratably 
for greater distances to ten cenu, likely to effect 
both objects — that of putting down the expresses 
and increasing the revenue. A reduction from 6} 
cents to 5 cents, on 30 miles, would bring no con- 
siderable addition of correspondence into the mails; 
but reduce the rate to 3 cents, and many, if not 
moat persons, would prefer the safety and despatch 
of the regular moils at that low rate, to transmis- 
sion by private hand, or by illegal expresses. But 
even if tnere should be a deficit on the short route, 
at 3 cents, there would be much more than an 
equivalent increase of revenue from the long routes, 
at 15 cents. The apprehensions of the chairman 
of the committee were therefore unfounded. 

Mr. MERRICK again called attention to the fiiet 
that it was not by competition, but by penal enact- 
ment, that private competition was to be put down. 
He also invoked them to consider that it was not 
the carrying of a letter any distance which constitu- 
ted the expenses of the department; one-half of these 
expenses originated in the offices ]and manipulation 
of mailable matter. The portion of office expenses 
and manipulation of letters was the same, whether 
the mailable matter was sent 30 miles or 3,000 
miles. The cost of treuismission was only half the 
expense. It was therefore just and reasonable to 
charge in relation to half the postage, the same for 
letters to any distance; on the other half it was rea* 
sonablo to calculate by distance of transmission. 
These were the elements of calculation which had 
induced the committee to fix upon 5 centa and 10 
cents. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked how it was that we 
could not send a letter by our mail 30 milea for 3 
cents, when in England a letter is sent to any ex- 
treme of the kingdom for two centif The income of 
the British post office, on the penny postage system, 
was four and a half millions of dollars; yet it is as- 
sumed that, with an average four fold that rate, we 
cannot realize the same amount of income. 

Mr. MERRICK contended that no parallel 
could be safely drawn between the two countries. 
England had a dense population on a small area, 
while we had a scattered population over a ter- 
ritory of ten times her extent. Her mails had to be 
transmitted over only 18,303 milea of road; ours 
over 144,687. 

Mr. NILE^ was favorable to three-fourths of the 

the propoaitioB of three c«nu, five K 



cents, and ten cents, ratably for diatanoea; but be- 
yond ten cents, he was not willing to go. [Bfr. 
Bdcranan, from his seat, "that's right,"] He 
dwelt at laree upon the benefits diffused tbroog)! 
society by Uie Post Office Department, and nt^ 
the necessity of riewing it as a great gov er n ro eaisl 
instrument of service, rather tlum as a source a( 
revenue, even for ita own support; thoueh that, if 
it could be done with equal advantage to uie pobGc, 
was not to be disregarded. He was also favorable 
to the appropriation of $750,000 to guard agaiiM 
deficiences in carrying out this important and val- 
uable reform. If it was even to cost that for two or 
three years, it was a matter of small consideratioD, 
in the present state of the treasury, compared wiA 
the great result to be obtained ultimately. 

The subject was further debated by Messrs. 
WOODBURY, MERRICK, and MILLER; after 
which, in conformity with the desire of Mr. HUN- 
TINGTON, that the motion should be subdivided, 
Mr. MILLER withdrew his motion, and then 
moved simply to strike out the rates named in the 
bill. 

The CHAIR, afler some consideration, su^esled 
a difficulty, under the rules, that the motion to 
Btrike out, if successful, would debar the aioend- 
ment consequent upon it. 

Mr. MILLER, to avoid that difficulty, renewed 
his original motion'. 

Mr. SIMMONS pointed out that, in either case, 
the senator's motion would admit of an amendmcm 
to insert such rates as the Senate, upon a teat, 
should a^ree upon. 

Mr. BERRIEN suggeMed thepropriety ofgivii^ 
time for consideration; and, to effect this object, the 
bill could be postponed till to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, the further e<»- 
sideration of the bill was accordingly postponed tS! 
to-morrow; and then 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ToESDAT, January 38, IS45. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
8MITHSOHIA.N IN8TITUTC. 

The Senate bill to establiA the Smithsooian In- 
stitute fbr the increase and diflbsion of knowledge 
amonMt men Was read a first and second time, com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole oa the alsM 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RATHBUN desired to introduce a bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON thought the House had 
better devote the morning hour to the reception of 
reports, resolutions, Ac., in regular order. 

Mr. HOUSTON also reiterated that atiegestion. 
He said he had reports to mske, and the^sinesi 
would be facilitated by calling for them regularly 
during the morning hour. 

Mr. RATHBUN said it would not obstruct the 
business of the House to allow hia bill to pan 
through at eeurly stsges. 

Mr. McCONNELL objected to ita reception out 
of order. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER counted the sffirmative, and an- 
nounced that there were evidently not two-thi>ds ia 
favor of the motion. 

A division was called for, and 43 voted in the af' 
firmative. 

The SPEAKER said there was evidently aot 
two-thirds in favor of the motion to suspend. 

Mr. RATHBUN insisted on a count of those ia 
the negative. 

The SPEAKER counted the House accotdinglr, 
and announced 32 in the negative: no quorum vot- 
ing. 

Mr. DANA moved a call of the House. 

On thia motion the yeas and nays were called fbr, 
and resulted tlius — yeas 53, nays 79. 

So the House refused to order a call. 
COURTS OF NEW YORK. 

Mr. RATHBVN again moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable him to introduce hia bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and 

Mr. RATHBUN introduced "a bill concerning 
the circuit and district courts of the northnm district 
of New York;" and it was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. PAYNE presented a memorial which be was 
desired to move to refer to a select committee. The 
memorial was in relation to a contract with the pos(- 
mwt«r of the House for hones and cwnynlla. 
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Mr. HOPKINS moved ila reference to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts; which was agreed to. 
REPORTS FROM COUUITTKES. 
'Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved a suapenaion of tb« 
mles to enable the Houae to receive reports from 
MandiDf committees. 

The SP£AK£R said that motion was not neces- 
■B17, the reception of leporta being the regular buai- 
iMBa for tha morning hour. 

Mr. J. W. DAVra then called for the regular or- 
der of buaineaa. 

The SPEAX^R informad the gentleman from In- 
diana that (hare acwaquealion pending which would 
lake precedence. It was die question on tha Rhode 
laland memorial. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved the postponement of 
that matter. 

After some conversation by Mr. HAMLIN and 
the SPEAKER on a point of order, 

Mr. W. HUNT moved to amend the motion, so 
as also to include resolutions which do not give riae 
to debate. 

Mr. DAVIS accepted the amendment as,a modi- 
fieatioD of the niotion. 

The queation waa taken, and being decided in the 
affirmative, the rules were auspended for the recep- 
tion of reports from oommitteea, and of reaolutiona 
which do not give riae to debate. 

Tba committees were accordingly called in order 
for reporta. 

Mr. VANCE:, irom the Committee of Claima, re- 
ported bills of the following titles: 

A bill for the relief of Jacob L. Vance, of Ohio. 
A bill for the relief of Cbarlea R. Alien, of Ricb- 
mood, Virginia. 

Which were read the first and aecond time, refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, adverse reports in the cases of Charles 
Townaend, Andrew Wsnoner and Derrin Ferrer; 
which were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, the same committee 
were dischuged from the further consideration of 
certain petitions, and they were otherwise referred, 
r Mr. RAMSEY, from the same committee, reported 

a bill for the relief of Joshua Shaw. 
, Also, a bill for the relief of John B. Converse. 
, Both which bills were reforred to the Committee 
of the Whole House, add'oidered to be printed. 

k KA8TSRK AKD WISTBRM HARBORS AMD 

RIVERS. 

Mr. McCLEIXAND, from the Committee on 

' Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 

' for the improvement of certain eastern and western 

harbors. 
' Also, a bill making appropriations for the im- 
' provement of the navigation of certain rivers tfaere- 
' m mentioDed. 

Both which were referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, the Senate bill for the appointment and pro- 
motion of revenue officers, (placing them on an 
equality with naval officers.} 

Mr. McC., with a word of explanation of the 
bill, asked its imm^iate passage, in accordance with 
the opinion of the committee. 

Mr. SLIDELL moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the slate of the Union; which 
waadieagreed to. 

Mr. IAMLIN wishing to debate it, it waa laid 
aaide to take its place on the Speaker's table. 

Mr. LABRANCHE, from the same committee, 
reported an amendment to the general appropriation 
bilL making an appropriation for the custom-house 
at New Orleanajwhich was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOLMES, from the same committee, report- 
ed a reaolulioD for the printing of 5,000 copiea of 
the report of the Secretary of State in reply to a 
reaolntion of thia Houae of March 3, 1843, calling 
for information in relation to the consular returns of 
imports into foreign countries. 

After a word of conversation between Messrs. 
HOLMES and A. STEWART, by general consent 
dx queation was taken, and the reaolution was 
agreed to. 
I On motion of Mr. P. KING, from the aame com- 
< ■ii>ttee,tKe committee was diaehaiged firom the fur- 
ther considemtion of certain memorials; and they 
I «ere referred to the Committee on Roada and 
I Canala. 
I Blr. DUNLAP, firom the Committee on Com- 



merce, reported back, without amendment, Senate 
bill for the relief of Wm. Russell and others. 

Also a bill for the relief of William] Ellery and 
others. 

Also a bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Door. 

Also a bill for the relief of Daniel Orant, Selh 
Grant, Israel P. Stone, and Emely Pinkham, own- 
ers of the fishing schooner JameS and Henry, of 
Cape Porpoise, Mninc, and others. 

Alao a bill for the relief of Bamabaa Baker, jr., 
and others, owners of the schooner Union, of Den- 
nis, Massachusetts. 

Also a bill for the relief of acting owner and 
crew of the fishing schooner Two Brothers. 
' Also a bill for the relief of the owner and crew of 
the schooner Plorilla. 

Also an amendatory bill for the relief of Joseph 
Holmes and others, owners and legal representatives 
of the schooner Industry. 

Which bills, with the reports accompanying them, 
respectively, were severally read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of the whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to provide compenaation to 
certain registera and receivers in Florida for special 
services, and prescribing the fees to be received by 
all such officers in other cases: referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the' 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. D., aaid committee waa dis- 
charged from the flirther consideration of certain 
petitions in relation to the Wabash and Erie canal; 
and they were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. D. also presented the following letter from 
Wm. J. Stone, engraver in this city: referred, with 
the accompanying maps, to the Committee on En- 
graving. 

WuHmsTan Cirr, Jan. 33, Uti. 

81*: Having jvit fiaUhed aograving tlie plalet, from 
which the nspii attached to the report of the Comminloner 
of the General Land Office arc to be printad for the Sonale, 
Itaketbellbeitjr of labmitting to you the accompanjing 
impreationa, which are all that belong to the report, exoept 
tbatofFlorida,which will be finiibed to-morrow. Should 
it be detiiable to procure impreationi from the plataa for 
the uae of the Houae, I can fumiifa them immediately. 

An iaipnaiion appeara to prevail, (from tome cauie to me 
unknown,) that heretofora the Houae have paid for eugra- 
' Ting aa well aa printing, when the Senate plates have beeu 
uaed. Thli, 1 can aiiure you, is not the fact. In no in- 
stance, when the Senate plates bare been lued for the 
House, has anr charge been made other than for pwer and 
printing, and that at a price not higher than paid by indi- 
Tiduab in tbia and other citiua forsimiiar worlt. To print for 
th« Senate and House, despatch is all-important, that the 
engrarer may not retard tlu» prompt delivery of documents 
ordered to be printed; to eAect which, it U requisite to be 
properly prepared, and to worlc day and night, which mate- 
rially increases the expense to the contractor— still the 
price paid has been in reference to day worlc. 

It must be admitted that there liave been grvat diaciepan. 
cies in prices paid, for which I am not accountable. My 
pricM nave been regulated aa above slated, and were only a 
reasonable equivalent for the service rendered. I have 
beta, and still am, extremely anxious to have my accounta 
strictly examined, and have repeatedly requeated this favor. 
If there ia any member of the House who tiijnics my charges 
l&ave been greater than thev should have hceo, and he will 
examine tha aubject, 1 will pledge myself to eqaalixe my 
charges with those paid by individualaforsimilarwork;and, 
should it appear that I have been overpaid, 1 will immediate- 
ly refund every farthing so appearing. 1 am desirous of con- 
tinuing my profAsaionui Washington no longer than it can 
be pursued with Iwnor and pro&L From the repeatad errone- 
ous statements, (made out of the House,) it has almost be- 
come disreputable to be in any way concerned in furnish* 
inc maps. 

Would it be asking too great a favor to request that yon 
would suggest soma mode by which the House may 
be put in posseasion of /arts— thereby placing those who 
have been heretofore employed by the House in this busi- 
ness in their true position? 

Below ia a statamant of the price of printing eaeh map; 
likewiaa, the coat of paper lor the entire set. 
Very tvspeclfuUy, your obedient servant, 

WILI.1A.M J. STONE. 
T* tlie Hob. J. W. D»th, 

Chairman of the Com. on Pub. Lands. 
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Mr. J. W. DAVIS, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill to authorize the State of 



Mich^an to sell or lease her salt spring lands, and 
movedthat the bill be put upon its passage. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the bill 
by inserting a proviso authorizing the State of Illi- 
nois to sell her saline lands. 

After some explanations from Messrs. McCLER- 
NAND and ROBERT SMITH, in reply to inqui- 
ries made by Messrs. HOUSTON and VINTON, 
the amendrAent was agreed to, and the bill waa or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. J. W. DAVIS, the biD was 
read the third lime and passed; and 

On moiipn by Mr. ROBERT SMITH, the tule 
title was amended so as to read "An act to authorize 
the States of Michigan and Illinois to sell their salt 
spring lands." 

Mr. McCLERNAND, f^om the Committee on 
Pubhc Lands, reported a bill for removing the office 
of the surveyor general of the States of Ohio, IDi- 
nois, and Michigan; and 

On motion by Mr. DUNCAN, it was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the slate of the 
Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported the followii^ bills, which were read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
— viz: 

A bill for the relief of John HoUingsworth, of 
Blount county, Alabama; and 

A bill for the relief of John Boyle. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting to the Tenneaaee and Coosa 
railroad company the right of way through the 
lands of the United Slates, and moved that it be put 
on its passage. 

Mr. HOPKINS hoped the gentleman would per> 
mil this bill to lie over for the present This wai a 
preuy wide rxmd, and it waa tune, he thought, for 
the government to be looking at theas railroad com- 
panies, so aa, in granting tlMm powers, to eeeoM 
reasonable terms for the transportation of the mail 
and the troops and munilions of war of the Uohed 
Slates. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he had no objection to lay 
it aside informally for the present. 

The bUI was pass e d over. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the Committee 
on Public Lanos was dischaiged from the further 
considerauon of the petition of certain eltizena at 
Illinois, asking for a reduction of the price of pub- 
lic lands; and the same was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the slate of the Union. 

Mr. H., in pursuance of notice given, obtained 
leave, and introduced a bill to cede to the State of 
Alabama the public lands Ijang within the limits of 
said State for purposes of education: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JAMESON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill to grant to the coimty 
of Wayne, in the Slate of Missouri, the rieht of 
pre-emption to a certain quarter section of land: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Publfe 
Landa. 

Mr. W. HUNT, flrom the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Abner E. 
Van Ness; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. H. asked the general consent of the House 
to submit a resolution, making certain inquiries of 
the Treasury Department; but objections being 
made, it «ras not received. 

Mr. DANA, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Poit Roads, reported a bill for the relie 
of Sellers &. Pennant; which was twice read, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole Houss. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the same committee, r^ 
ported a bill authorizing the Postmaster General to 
procure suitable maps for the use of the Post Office 
Department, and for other purposes: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole oA the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CHILTON, ftom the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief 
of James Dixon; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. STETSON, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back the Ssnale "bill 
changing the time of holdiiurthc circtiit and crimv 
nal courts for the county of Washington," with aa 
amendment; wbieh was agreed to, wd the bill was 



Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Geoise B. Ru*- 
•ell; and it was read twice, and ° committed to th* 
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CommittMof the Wbo)« Houm, and ordered to be 
prinMd. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON, from the Mine committee, 
reported a bni gn'aig jnrisJI ietion to the courta of 
lowaandWiaconai&in certain caaee. It was read 
twice, and. 

On the motion of Mr. C. JOHIirSON, waa order- 
ed to be engroned and read a third time, and 



Mr. C. J.J from the aame committee, reported a 
joint TcaolKtion for the benefit of Francea Slocum, 
lut children andjgrand childran, of the Miami tribe 
€f Indiana; and it waa read aftret and aecond time. 

Mr. BIDLACK, in the oourae of hia remarka, 
Mid he hoped no queation of order would be inter- 
poaed to prerent the immediate paaiage of this joint 
reaolution. The memorialist waa taken priaoner 
in the yalley of Wyoming, at an early age, during 
the triala and difflcultiea to which the early aettlera 
were subjected. Her relalivea were among the 
moat worthy and meritorious of his ^Mr. B.'a) con- 
stitaenta;theTwere hia neighbon ana friends. They 
had searched aAer the captive with praiaeworthy 
diligence, from the time of Mr capture, until within 
a few years they had found her in the condition set 
forth in the memorial and report. The incidents 
eowMctad with her ereniful history would afford a 
beaatiAil theme of remaric. But as debate was not 
BOW fai order, he (Mr. B.) would not trespass on 
the indulgence and courteey of the House. What 
' he desired waa, not to make a speech, but to ask 
the unaoiraoua consent of the membeia for the im- 
mediate passage of the reaolution. If the resolu- 
tion were aent to the Committee of the Whole, he 
Aared it would nerer be reached; and this ear^ 
nest reqaeat of the memorialist would never be 
gnutted. 

Hm propoaltion waa intended to txtend to her, 
•a the widow of an Indian chief, the same privi- 
lag ea in relation to the payment of the annurtes 
dtie her and her family, that were provided for by 
traaty ■t4pidatien in rmrd to certain of the Miami 
diiea. Francea Slocimi waa taken from her white 
frienda when a child. She ia now deairous of dying 
among her red friends, where she has lived for the 
laat half century, without being compelled to re move 
weat of the Misaisaippi. Let her first and last teqoest 
be granted. 

After a few words from Mr. C. JOHNSON, it 
waa read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. COLES, fVom the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back the bill to establish military 
posts in the Nelcraska and Oregon Territories, and 
It was committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union- 
Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affiiiis, moved that the committee be disehaized 
from the further consideration of the petition of Mrs. 
DiX: which Vaa agieed to. 

Mr. PEYTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affnins, reported back the bill for the relief of Peter 
Van Scbieck, and it was committed to the Commit' 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MARSH, from the Committee on Naval 
Affitirs, reported a bill to discontinue the spirit por- 
tion of the naval rations, and to provide compensa- 
tion in lien thereof. It was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the alate 
of the Union, and the bill and accompanying report 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, in view of the important matters 
which that committee hod reported to the Houae, 
and by the uiuuiimons direction of the committee, 
reported the following reaolution: 

lUm h t t , That Vsdaerisjr, the Mil of Febmary, be ipe- 
cUljr aui(iied lor couidoiiag the ••venl billi, roolatioiu, 
biuineu, ud report!, nported to the Hoiue by the Com- 
ailtte* en Foreign AAira. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON and others objected to the 
adoption of the resolution, and aa it would give riae 
to debate, it nceeaaarily went over to a subsequent 
daf. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported the following resolution; 
wWck was agreed to: 

Btnlmti, Tlirt tlM ftoiaeat o( the Cnilwl SUIa be n- 
irantsi to Initniet our aiinlst«r to Knglsnil to iatcrfare on 
Beulf Of tke Aaiericsn ptitonert colUuied at Ttn Dleman'i 



Mr. SAUNDERS, ftom the Cotmomtice on the 
Jwliciary, reported back Senate hill to settle the 
ttfleio the Pea Patch island, and it was committed to 
the (^umitMe of the Whole on the etate of the 
Xfiin. 



Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Ramsey; 
which waa referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. J. W. STONE, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, reported the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Sathti, Tliat the Seerstaiy of tlie Tmsarj be dincted 
to deliver to tlw Conmtttee on RoToiullonuy Clainif Oie 
papen connected with tb« sppUcation of Robert Wilmot, 
aa oOear of the revohition, for commatation pay. 

Mr. W.J. BROWN, fWm the aame committee, 
rqDoited a bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Heart, deceaaed; which, on hia motion, waa iwwi 
the thnrd ttme, and poaaed. 

He also made aome unfiivorable reports. 

Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked and obtained the discharge of 
that committee from the further oonaideralion of 
varioua memorials, and he withdrew fW>m the files 
the papers in relation to the claim of Drayton P. 
Bradford. 

Mr. BARRINOER, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported back a Senate bill, the title of 
which was not heard. 

It vras referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. O. L. SEYMOUR, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions were discharged 
from the further consideration of a certain petition, 
and it was referred to another committee. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF, fhmi the Committee oa 
Invalid Pensions, reported back the Senate bill for 
the relief of Capit. Asahel Brainard, and made a 
brief but urgent appeal to the House' for ite imme- 
diate paasage; which waa responded to unanimous- 
ly by the House, and the bill was passed. 

Alao, Senate bill granting a pension to George 
Whitman: referred to the Committee^ of the Whole 
Houae, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. B., the committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of several 
petitions, and they were referred to other commit- 
tees, or otherwise appropriately disposed of. 

Also, bills emntingpersions to John K. Wright 
and Daniel H. Warren: referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of John 
Martin; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Craigmiles: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report in the case of Gideon O. 
Perry: laid on the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
Greenhoufh. The bill was read the second time, 
and the bill and report ordered to be printed, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. R. made an adverse report on the applica- 
tion of Francis Dodge; which was ordered to be 
printed, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. R. made, also, an adverse report on the appli- 
cation of Noble A. Piotard; which was ordered to 
be printed, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Franeia Sumeraner; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
Houae, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. OWEN, firom the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, reported a bill for the construction and im- 
provement of certain roads in the Territory of Wia- 
consin. 

Also, a bill to continue the harbor improvement 
already commenced in the town of Southport, Wis- 
consin. 

Alao, a motion for the discharge of the committee 
from the further consideration of certain petitions on 
the subject of the Wabash and Erie canal. 

All which were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole Houae on the state of the Union, and the 
bills were order«l to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. O., said committee were 
dischaived from the fbrther consideration of the 

memorial of Cooper; and it waa laid on the 

table. 

Mr. CARROLL, fW>m the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to apply certain alternate sections of 
the public domain towards the completion of worka 
of internal improvement in Michigan, and for other 
purposes: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on tn« state of the Union. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Public 
BuQdings and Grands, made an additional report to 
be appMde4 to dooonmit No. 90, being eetimatea, 



&c. for the new buildings fbrthe aecomouidation of 
the War and Navy Departmente. 

Also, a report respecting the fiwgin^ and p*viag 
of Pennsylvania avenoe, and in the victnity of ^the 
public bnildiMS. 

Both which were referred to the Conunitlee of 
the Whole on the etate of the Union, and ordaied to 
beptinted. 

Mr. P. reported back from the same eommittea, 
with aa amendment, thereaolntioii referred to di«a> 
for the preservation of foreign fian and odier war- 
like aTtieles: raftored to »e Conmitlee Af tte 
Whole on the state of the Union, and o id ei wi to be 
printed. 

Also, a report on the petition of J. H. SehneO, tat 
improving tne hall of die Houae of Repiesentativea: 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition ofllioinaa 
C. Wells and Wm. Leach, fbr keeping the dmw oa 
the Potomac bridge: laid on the teUe, and erdeicd 
to be printed. " 

Mr. HENRY DODGE, on leave, introdncad 
a bill for the erection of a light-hoose at tlv 
town of Sonthpoil, Wisconsin: refored to ttie Con- 
mittee of the Whole House on the slate of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. also introduced a bid for the paynent of 
certain arrearages to the Stoekbridge Indoma, aitl 
for other purpoaea: referred to the Committee oo 
Indian AfTaim. 

Mr. DAWBON, on leave, introdaced a bill to 
authorize a sorvey of the mouth of the Red river, 
and for other purpoaea: referred to the Commitlee ef 
the Whole on the stale of the Union. 

Mr. VANCE reported, from the Comraiitee of 
Claims, a bill fbrthe relief of the tegal repteaenta- 
tivesof Joahua Kennedy, of Alabama: renwred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and oriered 
to be printed. 

Mr. IRVIN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to repeal a part of the a«t of 
1620 in relation to the appointment of paymasters: 
refSnred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report on the ease of John 
Whitinan: laid on the table. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Tlie States were next called in order for reaolt^ 
tions. 

Mr. SHGPARD CARY offered a naolaiiea 
calling on the Secretary of War for infbrmatioii in 
relation lo certain citizens promised an ezaMination 
befon a military board, whether each exaoiinalioa 
has taken place; if not, why not, Ac 

Objections being made, the resolution lies over. 

Mr. BURKE offered a resolution dhmting the 
Clerk to suspend the printing of the tenth voliUM 
of the laws of the United States, ordered by the 
resohition of the House of the last session, until the 
joint resolution anlhorizing the Attorney Geoaia] to 
contract for copies of the whole edition, now paad- 
ing before the Senate, is disposed of; which was 
sgreed to. 

M. BURKE also submitted the foUowiog nwl»- 
taon: 

fittafc-ni, That the Commitlee on tlM Enenlitana of the 
Navy Department be directed to inquire iato all ■attria !•■ 
lating to any contract or contracts entered into by J aaae a C. 
ZabrTilcie, of New Jeney, or which he Ina liad any mH in 
■eKotlating witJi the Nary Dapaitmeat, or any o( the ba. 
reanf connected tlierewith, since March 4th, 1841^ sad alas 



direetiona hare Iwen (tTea by the SoeictaiT of the Navy 
for the time being, or other olBcor of the United OlsHi, a^ 
apecting >uoh contract or contracta, and report (km ttetB M 
tnia Uonie, with a reeommendatioB of each praeeedtngi at 
the nature of the caa* rrquirea. And that the ooauMeo 
hare pewer to aend for paraona and papen. 

Mr. B. then handed up the followiiw letter, wUeh 
was read for the infbrmation of the Houae: 



Some fifteen or eighteen montlia ago. In a caanal i 
aatlon I had with the lata Mr. V., chief clerk of the I 
of cooatroction and repaira, ian iodfTidnal with whoa I 
had been on terma of lamBiar acquaintance for y aais.) he i» 
marked he had a matter of great Importance to coauiOBi- 
cate, and would willingly do ao. proridad I pronieed not to 
dlvnln the natter, as Ita publicity most BeoeaaarUy laaa 
him Ilia litnalion. 1 aaauTed hin that no act of mina weall 
endanger hia office, unleat the tnhitance of the conmnnke- 
tion materially intereited mytelf or my (Henda. nia dia- 
doiure waa to the following efl'ect: That Jaa. C. ZabriiUb 
of Now Jeney, had made application to the rnatdagst for a 
certain contract, repreaenng to him the aafiriltees he had 
made in hia aerrice, penonal and peenniaiy ; that he waa 
completely ont of pocket, and that, nnleaa be foxored hha 
with tUa contraet, he maet bo irretrievably nitaaJ TIm 
President told him he ahonld have it; and, aa the aatu* tt 
the contract appartaiaed to hia oflce, ha (Mr. T.) vraa df 
lected by the nesident to prepare the papers. Be dM •«. 
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[Contintud from Ab. 13.] 

A certain extentiTe contractor, (ia|H>oied to bo Swift, of 
New BAtlfoFd, Massachusetta.) tlien In the citr, bad agreed 
to give ;£abrislue $10,000 for hit baiKaiji—wbKii tenni Za- 
briflkje accepted. When the papen were perfected, the 
contractor changed hii mind, and refuted to pay more than 
f^.OOO. ZabriKkie hagi^led for the original sunii and ho, 
(Mr. v..) availing himself of this heiitation in the negotia- 
tion, and aware of the character of the transaction, stole a 
march on Zahrialue, called upon the purchaser, at Gadsby'i 
Hotel, drlivercd him the paper*, and pocketed the $8,000. 
Zabriskie talked loftily, itormed, and inainted upon the 
whole of the money. Mr. V. laughed at his fury, held flm. 
ly to the cash, and told him (Zubrifkic) he •houlj gire him 
bat one-half, ($4,oon)— which lum Zabriikie at la»t gladly 
accepted. Mr. V. ob»erred that he (Zabrijkie) knew bo 
had $1 .000 of the money to pay over to a certain individoal; 
but who this individual was 1 did not at the timf inquire, 
but I have reBson to suspect I hare now ascertained. 

This surmise is more than strengthened from the follow* 
ing incident; Trevious to mv taking any steps in this mat- 

Itr. I called upon Mr. , late chief clerk in the Navy 

Department, apprising him of all the circumstances Just 
stated, and the atrociously corrupt Interierenoe of the exec- 
utive in this infamous transaction. Mr. was aston- 

ijihed— acknowledged he suspected as much; that he appre- 
hended it might seriously implicate the I^sident ana Mr. 
Ilenshaw; and tliat all the paivers conneated with thia trans- 
action ought to have passed tnrough his hands, which was 
Vt the case; and that, if summoned before a committee, he 

f onld act as t>ecame him. I mentioned to Mr. -^ my 

suspicion tiiat the navy agent wu mare or less concerned 
in liie matter; collateral circumstances, independent of the 
close intimacy which subsisted between Mr. V. and him, 
countenanced the 8Up]>osition; and that he most probably 

was the recipient of the $1,000. Mr bogged me to be 

very careful; expressed liis surprise at the imputation— .as- 
serting its impossibility . and his belitif that such a rumor 
might prove highly prejudicial to the navy agent, especial- 
Iv as his re-nomination by Tyler was soon to be before the 
Senate, f replied, I made no charges; and there the matter 
ended. But, to ray utter astonishment, on the following 

day, r gleaned from Mr. such information as places, 

in my mind, beyond all manner of doubt, the criminal par- 
ticii>ation of the nary agent in this disgraceful business. 

Mr. further remarked that, shortly after f hn the 

Nary Department, the navy agent happened to drop in; 

when Mr. , in a bantering tone, exclaimed, "Why, 

Mr. S., it appears that you have got yourself into a pretty 
scrape: you are concerned in the Zabriskie contract**— fur. 

thcr intimating to him the information which he (.Mr. ) 

had obtained on the sulked The aavT agent was elrctn- 
li«Ji anxiously inquired who had informed him— saying 



that only one other person besides himself was privy to the 
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matter: that Ar ilmpv dfl atout it: -„-,^- .. 
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: V. got J4,ooe, and lie him- 
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The navT agent having bemi apprised of my intention, 
now that ttie decease of 40- informant has placed him be- 
yond the reach of executive vengeance, as well as released 
the undersigned from the obli^^on of secrecy, — having 
thus, 1 say, leumcd my intentinr. bf enlisting all the honor 
and virtue and courage an ! patrotlnn of (iongiess in the 
invstigation of this detesta!)Ie ewe of bribery and cormp. 
tioQ,— has taken th^ alarm, and ictuallv called a few days 
■ince upon the best and dearest fncnd I nave on earth, soli- 
citing bis interference to dissuade me from prosecuting this 
natter; hut he has mistaken his sian; for tbis very gentle- 
man (my rcipcctcd and estimable friend) would be the last 
man on earth to protect infiimv, or screfin corruption in any 
individual, no matter how exalted in rank, distinguished by 
prerogative, or depraved by a reckless abuse of power, and 
a wicked, overweening ambition. 

KUOENE McDonnell. 
Mr. PARME^TER obmrved ttuu he should not 
object to the paasage of the reaolntion, but, un- 
wuUng thal«n erroneous itnpression should be made 
on the minds of the members of this House and on 
the countiy, he asked pennission to say a few words 
;n explanation. He was present, a few days since, 
"1 the room of the- Secreiaiy of the Navy, when 
•ome inquiries were made by a member of this 
HousB in relation to the contract referred to in the 
resolution under consideration. The Secretary 
•toted, very frankly, that the contract bad been 
inade, and also that there was some irreeularity in 
the making of it. He stated that it had been made 
without going through the formality of previously 
sflvertiaing, as required by law. The Secretary 
»^o Slated that the con tract had been transferred by 
Mr. Zabriskie to another person, but his impression 
Jju, that he did not receive more than |1,000 or 
|lj200 for the transfer. The contract was for live 
o»k timber, the whole amount being something like 
?^,000; and the person to whom it was transferred 
informed the present Secretary of the Navy that he 
Was ready to deliver the timber, but it had not been 
rewved, on account of the irregtilarity of the con- 
tfact. 

. Mr. P. Mid that there certainly had been some 
"T^fularity in the contract, and he believed that a 
higher price had been given than if there had been 
* previoas advertisement in conformity with tawj 



but his impression was that the sum given for the 
transfer did not exceed 1,000 or 1,200 dollars. 

Mr. BURKE then called for the previous ques- 
tion, under the operation of which the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolution: 

Rinlcei, That the President b« requested to lay befbre 
the House of Representatives, if in his judgment it may be 
done without pr^udice to the public interests, a copy of 
any instmcUona whieb may have been given by the execu- 
tive to the American minister in England, on the subject of 
the title to and occupation of ths Territorr of Oregon since 
tlie 4th day of March, 1841; siso a copy of any correspond- 
ence which may have passed between this government and 
tliat of Great Britain, or between either of the two govem- 
ments and the minister of the other in relation to that sub- 
ject since tliat time. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL- (chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs) observed that he* had 
no objection to uie resohltion, and he might say to 
the House that the n^otialion was still pending, 
and that the House might expect a communication 
from the President on this subject in a short time. 
[Cries of "how soon."' from all ports ofthe Hotpe.] 
He heard an insinuation behind him, that no com- 
munication would be received, to which he did not 
think proper to reply. He could not say precisely 
how soon a communication might be expected, be- 
cause the Secretary of Slate was too sick for bun to 
make any inquiries of him; but he was authorized 
to say, that the ne^tiation was still pending, and 
that a communication from the President on the sub- 
ject might be expected in a reasonably short time. 

Mr. RATHBUN, on leave, made an explana- 
tion. As he prestuned that he was the person al- 
luded to as having made an insinuation, he would 
explain to the House that he did moke the remark, 
while the geiitleman was telling the House that a 
communication might shortly be expected from the 
President on the subject, "Yes, after the Texas 
bill has passed the Senate." He desired to say 
now, ana he %idled the attention of the House to his 
prediction, that it would hear nothing from the 
President on the subject of these negotiations until 
the Texas bill had passed the ^nate, or &iled. 
Mr. R. concluded by calUiig for the previous quea- 
tion; under the operation orwhich 

The resolution was passed, yeas 166, nays 4. 

On motion of Mr. MURPHY, it was 

Reaalved, That it he referred to the Committee on Milita- 
ry Aflairs to innuire Into the propriety of erecting a proper 
sepulchre for tlie bonea now lying at the Wallaboat, of 
those soldifi*s of the revolution who died, by roason of 
British cnielty, onboard of the Jersey prison ship, and of 
an appropriate monument over them; and that the said com- 
mittee report hy bill or otherwise. 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Rtsolrrd, That the Secretary of the Navy lie dincled to 

cause an examination of the navy'}ard at rhiladelphia to 
be made, with a view to the construction of a dry dock: 
and to report to the next Congress upon the advantages ana 
utility orsuch a structure at that place. 

Mr. H. HAMLIN moved to amend by the addi- 
tion of the words "and also the navy-yaid at Kit- 
tery, in the State of Maine." 

As tlie resolution gave rise to debate, it went 
over. 

On motion of Mr. ORINNELL, it was ^ 

Reaoltred, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the hartior of New Bedford. 

MAGNIFICENT PROJECT. 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of Asa 
Whitney, esq., of New York, for a grant of govern- 
ment lands, to enable him to build a railroad fjcom 
Lake Michigan to the Pacific ocean, with a view of 
making that the great thoroiiehfare to China. 

Mr. RAMSEY submittetf a resolution to au- 
thorize the printing of 3,000 copies of Professor 
Johnson's coal document; which went over, as it 
gave rise to debate. 

On the motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, it was 

ReMolvtd, That the Committee on Commerce be Instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of eoualizing the comMna*. 
tion now paid to oastom-houae oincera on ournoitbani, 
northeastein, and norlhwestem lakes and rivera. 

On the motion of Mr. HUNOERFORD, it was 
Rttolrti, That the Committee on Naval Ailairs be In- 
structed to ioqaite Into the expediency of authorliiiig tlw 
•ale of aeettaai lot, owned by lbs goTsnaaot, inthevU- 



Uge of Ssekett's harbor. New Torlc, known and dtttia- 
gaished aa lot No. 13, on a map or plat of said village. 

On the motion of Mr. FISH, it was 

Raohtd, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 
to inquire and re^rt to the Housatwhethcr any, and if any 
what farther legislation is neceasary to prevent the intro- 
duction into this country of foreign paupers or criminals; 
and that the said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. - 

On the motion of Mr. W. HXTNT, it was 
RtMnlved, That the Committee on Cosimerc* be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of requiring the Secretary 
ofthe Treasury to publish a monthly statement, showing 
the amount of imports and exports in each month in each 
coRectlon districts, deslgnatipg, under deparate heads 
"Bullion and coin," and "(ioads and merchandise.'' 

On the motion of Mr. W. HUNT, it was 
Rewkrd, That the Postmaster Oeneral be dincti >l In 
communicate to this House what is the distance over the 
nearest post routes from the city of New York to Buffalo 
and Lockport, and what is the distance on the routca over 
which the mail Is usually carried; what is the rate of post* 
•ge charged between tDoae |4aees; whether the rate has 
been increased at any time, and if so, for what reason; wliat 
ft the distance of the winter route from New York to Al. 
bany and Troy, and what rate of postage is charged therc'- 
on; and whether higher rat<s of postage are, or have been, 
charged over the longer than the shorter routes between 
those places. 

On the motion of Mr. B. 6RE£^, it was resolved, 
aa follows: 

Whereas the Chief Topographical Engineer, In bis report 
on the harbors of the northern lakes, dated Novembei Id, 
1844, in speaking of Big Sodusbay,8nd its surveys, uses 
the fallowing language, to wK: at the time the survey aras 
made, (August 1, 1844,) the lake was suppoMd to be three 
feet higher than its low water condition; which showa that 
in a low water condition o( the lake, the passage betw een 
the pien would not exceed about aiiie ttet; it onghl there- 
fore to be dredged ont at least thrae fast deeper^ to insure a 
depth of not waa than twelve feet In all oondltions of the 
lake. After passing this bar, there is inside the hai-bor 
suficient depth for vessels of any size, and sufficient (.puce 
for an immense fleet. Should it ever liecofne necosary to 
malataJD a large naval force on this lake, there is no place 
on the American shore which presents greater advantages. 
The ease with which the. hartior mav be entered; its 
spacious and commodiooa bay, fn which a large fleet may 
be maoeurred; its protectionlfrom all winds, as well as^rom 
sudden incursiom from an enemy; its position about equl. 
distant from either end of the lake, by which it could afuird 

firompt assistuice to any; point, all coabine to chaiscterixe 
t as a highly favorable site for a naval depot 

ntrtfirt, retolttd. That the Committee on ComBeice be 
instmeted to inquire into the expedleney of making an ap- 
propxJatiOD to dredge out the aforesaid passage between the 
piuTS, in accordance with the recommendttion of the said 
engineer; and that the committee have leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. . 

Mr. DARRAGH, pursooBt to netioe, introduced • 
bill to provide for the adjustment and settlement of 
claims of American citizens upon the rspnlMic of 
Mexico; which was read twice, «nd refenvd to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. PATERSON submitted a fesolation in- 
structing the Committee on Aooounts to inqaire 
what amount ofthe contingent fhnd it will be neces- 
sary for the clerk of the House to draw, and sug- 
gesting a new mode of auditing and bgeping the ac- 
counts thereof. The precise terms oi^ the resolu- 
tion could not be procured. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr, W. J. BROWN moved a reconsideration of 
the resolution offered by Mr. Patirson, and 
adopted, respecting the clerk's power to draw on 
the contiitgent fund, cuid the amount to be drawn, 
and the mode to be adopted of keeping and auditing 
his accounts. 

Mr. PATERSON rose to explain the object of 
his resolution, and he called the attention ofthe 
House to its terms as sufficiently expressive of its 
object. 

Mr. HAMLIN, after a word or two from Mr. 
BiJUT, rose to debate the resolution. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON inquired if it was debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON appealed from the decision of 
the Chair, but afterwartis he withdrew his appeaL 

Mr. HAMLIN briefly explained, and advocated 
the resolution. 

After a few remarks from Mr. PATERSON and 
Mr. HOUSTON, 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the previous qoeslon. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table; rejected. 

The Houae refbscd to second the previous ques- 
tion. 
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Mr. PETTIT advocated th* reconsideration of 
t)|« iMolution amid rauch merriment, and not a Utile 
GooAinon oftheHoase, which waa continued for 
■om* time. 

Mr. VANCE said he thousht it would be Tery 
welt if the Honae would recollect that other people 
were here beaidea the members of the House, and 
that the account of their proceeding would go forth 
as )n the swift wings of the wind uirough the coun- 
try; and he did think, in his experience O're, he had 
nerer seen anything quite equal to this. [Laughter, 
and cries of "louder."] In order that tiiey might 
be quieted, and liave time to reflect upon the pMi- 
tion they held before the country, he moved that 
this House do now adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HAMMGTT appealed to the House, in view 
of the bunneas befon them, and the shortness of 
the time remaining in which to perform it, to con- 
sume no more time on this reaolution. 

The question was taken, and the motion to recon- 
sider was Ageed to. 

Mr. FATERSON fiirther briefly explained and 
advocated the resolution. 

Mr. COBB moved that the House adjourn. Neg- 
atived. 

Mr. RATH6UN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; hutjiubseqently withdrew the motion. 

Objections being made to the resolution, it was 
laid over. 

Mr. BSLENGLE presented resolutions of the le- 
gislature of Marylaad, suggesting the proprie^ of 
the publication by Congress of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court, for their distribution among the se v- 
ersj judicial tribunals of the States. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY, leave 
was granted to withdraw certain papers from the 
files of the House. 

Mr. CAUSIN ofTered a resolution directing the 
Committee on the Librarr to inquire into the expe- 
diency of having executea, at the national expense, 
• painting oommemoiative of the settlement of Ma- 
ryland. 

Mr. PRESTON KINO objecting, the resolution 
Ilea over. ' 

On motion of Mr. FOSTER, leave was given to 
withdraw from the files of the Heuse certain papers. 

SEUEOATES IN CONGRESS FROM THE DIS- 
TRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

On motion of Mr. SUMMERS, the CommiUee for 
the District of Columbia were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing for one or more 
del»;atea from theDistnst of Columbia, to be placed 
on the aems footing as the delegates of the Tcfrito- 
riaa. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, purauant to notice, oflered a 
joint resolution proposing an amendment to the con- 
stitution of the United Sudes, in relation to the elec- 
tion of President of the Unitml Stales. 

Iilr. D. begged leave to say, in order to exonerate 
himself from the chaige of plagiarism, that the resolu- 
tion did not originate with him, but was submitted 
to the Senate avme years ago by John Taylor of 
Caroline. 

The resolution was, on motion of Mr. D., refer- 
red to the Committee on ths Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Oritni, That all p^Mti belonging to, and pflBt«d by or- 
der of tbo Hooie, oe regului]r pUKca on (ho i«iiort«n' 



On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, the CommiUee on 
the Poat Office and Post Roads were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law for 
addition^ compensation to such postmasters as do 
not receive a just compensation from their effices. 

Mr. McKay oflered a resolution instructing the 
Committee on .Accounts to inquire whether any of 
the hooka directed to be forwarded to a portion of 
the members of this House, by the resolution of 14lh 
June last, have been reprinted since the adoption of 
the resolution, or were now in process of reprint. 

Objection being made, the resolution lies over. 

Mr. STILES offered a resolution re<)ue8ting the 
Secretary of State to inform the House, if any, what 
steps have been taken to ascertain whether there 
wen error* in the last census such or similar to 
those allc^ to exist in the petition to this House 
«f the Historical Society of New York; whether Uie 

/result of the inquiry has been suefc as to impeach 
(hegeneral correctness of the census, Ac., &c. 
. l£e resolution vras adopted. 
^ Mr. CAU>W£L>L offend •reaolution tfiractinc 
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the Committee on the Library to inquire into the 
expediency of procuring, for the libraries of the gen- 
eral government, the journals of the legislatures of 
the several States; which was agreed to. 
WESTERN RIVERS. 
Mr. TIBBAITS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
bring in a bill making appropriations for the im- 
provement of eerVun wesiem nvers. 

PURCHASE OF BOOKS. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Rtt»le*d, That • reaolution, named on the 14th day of 
June, 1844, directory to the Clerk of thii HouecSvhich h in 
the following wordi, tix: "Retolred, That the Cleric of the 
Honie of RepreMotatiTei be directed to Aimieh to lucb 
memberg of the present Houie'of Representativef u have 
not already received them, such booki as were furnished to 
the roembera of the asth and mh Congresses, including the 
14th Toluine of the Register of Debates, and the Conrret- 
sional Ulobe and Appendix, published by Blair tc Hives: 
ProTidrd this resolution shall not be construed to authorize 
the reprinting of any of said books," be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

tUaolcfd, That the appropriation of eighty^eren thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy -five doliars for the purpose 
of paying for or buying booiu for members- of the present, 
the tnrenty.«ighth Congress of the United States, to be by 
them placed in their private libraries, is a species of legisla- 
tion unauthorized by the people— is morally and politically 
wrong, violating the spirit of the organic law of the gov- 
ernment— and calls aloud for the immediate and prompt in- 
terference of all who are sincerely in favor of retrenching 
the expenditures of the government, thereby reducing the 
taxes of the people, and putting a stop to members of Con- 

?;ress indirectly making themselves pieienta out of the 
reasury , in the form of hooks, to the amount of some five 
or six hundred dollars each. 

.Aid bt Uftirikty rtnlvtd, That the Clerk of this House as- 
certain, as near as may be, the amount that has been paid 
outof the treasuiy, from time to time, in purchasing books 
for members of Congress, and report the result of such as- 
ceitainiDeDl to tliis House before its adjournment. 

TENNESSEE POST ROUTE. 

On moUon by Mr. A. JOHNSON, 

lUtohei, That the Commitloe on the Post OAce and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Newport, in Cocke couaty, Ten- 
nessee, via the mouth of Chuckey and Chocliey Bend, to 
Russelville, in Jeflerson county, thence by Mount Sterling 
and O. Fenis's ferry to RogeiaviUe, in Hafrkins county, 
Tennessee. 

PENSIONS. 
On motion by Mr. BLACKWELL, 
Remhti, lliat the papers in the case of Nacy Smith, wid- 
ow of Charles Smith, deceased, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensioners with instructions to inquire into 
the expediency ofallowing her a pension. 

MAP OF TEXAS. 
Mr. JOSEPH MORRIS offered the following 
resolution; which lies over on notice of debate: 

lUsohedt That the Cleric of this House be required to fur- 
nish, for the use of its membeni. 10,000 copies of a map of 
Texas, provided the cost does not exceed ft per hundred 
copies. 

Mr. VANCE offered the following resolution; 
which lies over on notice of debate: 

RiMcleed, That the use of this ball be granted to the 
American society for the civilivation of Africa, on Thurs- 
day evening next, the aoth instant. 

HOUR RULE. 

Mr. DUNCAN offered the following resolution, 
which was read; and debate arising thereon, it was 
laid over under the rule: 

Rentred, That the 34th rule of this House, usually 
called the hour rule, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

COAST 8URVET. 

On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, 

Raohei. That the Secretary of the Treasurj- he request- 
ed to furnish to this House a copy of the journal, and all 
the proceedings of the boaid, convened at Washington, in 
March, 18441. uy direction of the President, in cofiipliance 
with a proviso to the appropriation for the survev of the 
coast or the United Slates, contained in the act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expensot of gov- 
ernment for the Ascal year ending the 30th day of June, IS44, 
approved March 3>l, 1843. 

FAILURES OF THE MAIL. 

On motion of Mr. LABRANCHE, 

Rctohed, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Kords be instructed to inquire into the causes of the 
frequent failures of the mail between the city of Washington 
•and the city of New Orleans, and report thereon, and re- 
commend such measures as will secure greater punctuality 
and speed in the conveyance of said mail 

JUDICIARY ACT. 
Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over on notice of debate: 

Rtnlvtd, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of repealing so rauch 
of the lillh section of the Judiciary act of S4th September, 
l78(,a*giV«stothsoircaitc«tut of th« United State* Ju- 



risdiction of all civil suits at common law or in equity, where 
an alien is a party, or the suit is between a oitizen of ths 
State where a suit is ibrought by a citisen of the United 
State*. 

FALLS OF THE OHIO. 

Mr. HENLEY submitted the following lesoh- 
tion; which was considered, and adopted: 

RtMhtd, That the Coounltteo OB Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an approintatioa 
for the conatrection of « canal around the fall* of tiM Okie 
river, on the Indiana side, ol suitable dimensions to answer 
the purposes of the increasing commerce of tlial river. 

INDIANA CENTRAL CANAL. 

Mr. WM. J. BROWN submitted the foUowins 
resolution; which lies over, on notiae of debate: 

Rfolvtd, That th* Committee on Public Lands be is- 
stnictod to inquire Into the expediency of granting to tiie 
State of Indiana an amount of land equal to each sJternale 
section for the whole line of the Ceotnl canal to it* Juac- 
tion with the Wabash and Erie canal, forthe purpose 01 aid- 
ing the State is the conatructlon of the same. 

WABASH AND BRIE CANAL. 

Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT, by ^netal eon- 
sent, obtained leave, and introduced a bill to confinn 
to the State of Indiana certain lands for the coo- 
tinoation of the Wabash and Erie canal, and for 
other purposes; which was read twice, and re fer red 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

lOINT OCCUPANCr OF OREGON. 

Mr. FICKLIN submitted the following resohi- 
tion; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

RtMobted, That the Committee on Foreign AllUra inquire 
into the necessity and expediency of giv&ig one year^ no- 
tice to Great Britain, in order to tennLiate, at tlse earliest 
practicable period, the Joint occupancy of the Territory of 
Oragoa between thi* government and that of Oiwt Britain; 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CAHAL. 

Mr. HARDIN submitted the following reaohi- 
tion; which lies over one day: 

. Resolved, That the Committee on Naval AtTaira be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to have an examina- 
tion mad«} of tho Illinois and Michigan canal, with a view to 
inquire into the expediency and piucticability of the gov- 
ernment assisting the State of Illinois in making that canal 
of suAcient size to permit the passage of war stesunera and 
sloops, in order to provide for the naval defence* of the 
northern lake*. 

PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 

Mr. SAMPLE submitted the following reaohi- 
tion; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Re—hed, That the Committee on the Public Land* be in- 

!|uira into the expediency of extending the time of pei^ 
ecting praspectlve pre-emftion rights under the act of 
184*2, to three years; and also to provide for the compena*. 
tion of settlers on the public lands on the Miaini Reserve, 
wliich were selected by the State of Indiana for casal par. 
poses, and were not confirmed by the land ofllc* depait- 
Bient, in couformity, asnearaamay be, to an act of the Siua 
of Indiana in like cases. 

CUMBERIAND ROAD. 

Mr. CALEB B. SMITH submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Rtmlved, That the Senate bill. No. , making as appro- 
priation for the contiituatioa of the CumberlaDd road n 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, lie made th* special 
order of the day for Monday, the 3d day of Febniary. 

MAIL CONTRACTS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH oflered the foUosring res- 
olution; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Renlvad, That the Committee on the Post Ofllce and Post 
Roads be requested to inquire into the propriety of re- 
lieving Martin O. Walker irom all restriction* impoeed up- 
on him by the Post Office Department in relation to hiddiag 
for mail contracts. 

PUBLIC DEFAULTERS. 
Mr. WENTWORTH submitted the foHowiiig 
resolution: » 

Rwlctd, That the President o(,,the United States be n- 
quested to lay before tliis House the name* of all persons 
who have become defaulters to the government aince Marrh 
4, 1841 ; the sums in which they are respectively in defaah, 
and the names of all persons against whom criminal prose- 
cutions have been commenced for defalcation* comiaitted 
sincn the date before mentioned; and, if no proaecntioas 
have been commenced, the reasons why they have not been 
commenced. 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked the gentleman to accept 
the following as an amendment to his resolution: 

And also what officers are now in office who are indebted 
to the government of the United States as defaulter*, and 
the reasons why such persons are kept in oiUce. 

Mr. WENTWORTH accepted the amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON asked if a similar rcsoliition 
had not already been passed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said no, lhei« was a mate- 
rial difference between his resolution and the one 
that had pcwxed the House. 

The resolution was then laid over, on noiic* of da- 
bat«. 
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LAND SALES. 
Mr. TUCKER, on Iwve, introduced a bill to 
Bmend the act entitled an act to confirm the sale of 
public lands in certain cases; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

MILITARY ROAD. 

Mr. THOMPSON submiued the following r««o- 
lulioDi whieh was considered and agreed to: 

Ruolrrd, Thst tbe Committee on Roadi and Canals be in- 
■tructed to inquire into tiu; ntpodiency of reporting a bill 
makina; an a^j^ropiatioa fur tne lurrey of a military road 
frono Hebuia, in tae State of Arlcaiu&s, to the highlands in 
the State of MiiaiSf ippi. 

PURCHASE OP BOOKS. 

Mr. BELSER submitted the following resolu* 
tion: 

Retolvei, That each member of this lloose who may bare 
received books by its order, amonnting in value to one hnn- 
dred dollars and upwards, lie hereby required either to re. 
turn tb« same, or to pay their ralueio the clerk thereof. 

Mr. BLACK offered the following amendment: 

And that all such members ofany previous Congress who 
may have received guns, either smooth tiored or rifled, or 
other tire-arms from the government, be required hy the 
cleric of this House to return the same in good order to said 
clerk, free of freight or other charge, in pursuance of the 
terms on which they received them. 

The resolution was then laid over, on notice of de- 
bate. 

Mr. CHAPMAN submitted the foUowing noolu- 
; tion. 

Rftoirtd, That in the appointmenta to offlre under the 
government of the United States, the merabers of this House 
consider that each State and Territory ought to have its due 
proportion according tu^the population thereof, as far as may 
be foond pnicticahle consistently with the public interest; 
a&d that the appointments hereafter to be made ought so to 
be regulated as to equalize the proportion among tho States 
and Territories as aforesaid. 

Mr. WENTWORTH offered to amend the reso- 
lution by adding the words: "provided there ate not 
men enough in the District of Columbia and the States 
of Virginia and Maryland to hold said offices." 

The resolution was then laid over, on notice of de- 
bate. 
' The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day; were haniud to the reporter by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. MelLVAINE: The petition of Abrabsn Hsmor 
and is others, citiren* of Pennsylvania, praying for the pas- 
sage of a law making a participation in the domestic slave* 
trade on the high seas a penal offfnce, as the same act in re* 
lation to the trade with Africa has been. The petition of 
John .\gnew and 34 others, citizens of Pennsylvania, pray. 
ing lor the repeal of all laws which sanction or sustain 
slavery in the District of Columbia or in the Territories, so 
that the national guvemn\cnt may, as for as possible, cease 
to interfere with tne subject uf slavery, and protect all per. 
sons under its jurisdiction in tho exercise of their natural 
rights. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Daniel P. Cillcy and 117 
others, citizens of Mancnestcr, New Hampshire, lor the abo* 
lition of slavery in the District ofColnmbia and the Territo. 
ries. The petition of Henry Phelps, jr., and 63 others, citi. 
zens of Uroton, New Hampshire, tnat slavery may be abol. 
ished in the District of Columbia and the Territories. The 
petition of S. C. Buzzell and SSothers, citizens of .Northwood, 
New Hampshire, for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia and the Territories: all of which were respec. 
lively referred to the Committee for the District of Colum. 
bia. The remonstrance of Daniel P. Cilley and 129 othen, 
citizens of Manchester, New Hampshire, against the annex* 
ation of Texan to the Union. The remonstrance of 8. C. 
Bu2zell and 43 others, citizens of Northwood, New Hamp* 
shire, against the annexation of Texas to the Union. The 
remonstrance of J. B. Chapman and 90 others, citizens of 
Nuhua, New Hampshire, against the annexation of Texas 
to the Uuion: all of which were respectively referred to the 
t-ommittee on Foreign Atliurs. 

By Mr. II, HAMLIN: The petition of James Jenkins and 
149 others, menihants, ship-owners, and citizens of Maine, 
for the erection of a light-house at Caryfort's Reef, Florida; 
and also a light-house on Hat Key, Florida: referred to the 
Committee on t^ommerce. 

By Mr. l.U.MPKIN: The petition of (George Taylor, of 
Gilmer county, in the State of Georgia, for five years* pay 
at an invalid soldier anterior to the SOth day of May, IB4S: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By .VIr. TVLF.R: The petition of N. Dayton, and other 
members and ofBccrs of the ftourt of Oyer and Terminer of 
the county ofChautauque, Now York, praying fora reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage. Also, the petition of SaObrd 
Eddv and others, citizens of Chautauque county, New 
» ' •"■y'"? for • reduction of the rates of postage. 
By Mr. NKS: Two petitions numerously signcclby citi- 
zensof Adams county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
pass enactmerUs to reiluce the present rates of postage. 

By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of .Moses Stuart and 87 
others, officers and students of the Theological Seminar}- 
and of Phillips Academy, at .\ndover, Massachusetts, re- 
spectfully and earnestly requesting that a law may be 
passaed which shall materially diminish the rate* of post- 
By Mr. WASHINGTON HITOT: Two petitions oreitlzeu 
of Niagara county. New York, for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Colombis, sod the raneel ofsll Iswe asiio- 
twning slayery, 



By Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS: The petition of James L. loyd, 
of Owen county, Indiana, praying an increase of pension as 
a wounded marine, accompanied by certain testimony f^m 
the War Department. 

By .Mr.RATHBUN: The petition of John A. Barker and 
others, to abolish the franking privilege, and to reduce post* 
age on half-ounce letters to two cents, if prepaid: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Otlice and Post Hoads. 

By Mr. FREEMAN H. MORSE: The petition of citizens 
of South Thomaston, Lincoln county, Maine, asking for the 
establishment of a post otlice in South Thomaston. 

By Mr. PHtENIX; The memorial of ship owners, trader. 
writers, masters of v-essels, and others, in lavor of erecting 
light-houses on Cary's Foot Reef, and on Sombrero or Hat 
Key, ofl'lhc southwestern extremity of the coast of Florida. 

By Mr. BAKER: The petition ol Samuel D. SIzer. of 
Springfield. Massachusetts, asking compensation for an in- 
vention for packing and boxing muskets, and for serrices in 
relation thereto. 

By Mr. HENRY DODGE: Three petitions signed by I4D 
citizens of the town of Mllwaukie, Territory ofWisconsin, 
askidg Congress for an appropriation for the construction of 
a harbor at the mouth of the Sheboygan river, on the west- 
ern shore of Lake Michigan, in said Territory. A petition 
signed by 34 citizens of the Terrltorr of Wisconsin, asking 
Congress for an appropriation for tne erection of a light- 
house at the mouth of Sac Harbor, on the western sltoro of 
Lake Michigan: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: The peliUon of 14» citizens of 
Whiteslown, in the State of New York, for the adoption 
of a system ofuniform and cheap postage, having for its 
basis a fixed rate of two cents postage on letters not exceed- 
ing half an ounce in weight: referrM to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: Thepetitfcn ofOrammond F«m«- 
worth and four others, on behalf of the Ubetty convention 
of the State of Maine, that Rev. Joshua Leavitt may have a 
desk assigned him as a reporter in the House. Petition of 
Jacob Ames and others, oi ChesterviUe, Maine, against an- 
nexation of Tesa*. Petition of John Chaney lor arrears of 
pension. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of J. L. Jamegan and 7« 
other citizens of South Bend, Indiana, praying the abolition 
of the slave trade in the District of Columbia. The petition 
of Frances Slocura, of the Miami tribe of Indians, praying 
that the annuity due to herself, her children, ana grand 
children, may, alter the removal of the Indians, be payable 
at Fort Wayne or Peru. 

By .Mr. WENTWORTH: The nrtltlon of John Sean, Jr., 
and othen, for a donation of land for the completion ot the 
Illinois ami Michigan canal; referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. The proceedings of a public meeting in 
the city ol Chicago, for a reduction of postage: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ANDREW STEWART: The petition of citizens 
of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, for a reduction of 

fostage: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
ost Roads. 

By Mr. TILDEN:The memorial of Pietpont Edward8>and 
sundry other citizens of Canfield, Tmnball county, Ohio, 
praying fora reduction to two cents on all letters not ex- 
ceeding one half ounce in weight: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Memorial of Abner 
Horr and sundry other citizens of Shalorsville, Portage 
' county, Ohio, praying for the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers: referred to tne Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

By Mr. THOMASSON: The petition of J. J. Sanford and 
others : referred to the Committee of tha Whole on the state 
of the tJnion. 

By Mr. 8LIDELL: The petition of the Pontchartrain 
Railroad Company, for aid In the construction and support 
of hattioronLake Pontchartrain: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. Petition of B. Brower Jl Co., importers of 
glass ware at New Orleans, for a reduction of duties on 
glass ware: referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. 8CHENCK: The petition of Jeremiah Emens and 
148 other citizens of Preble county, Ohio, praying for an ap- 
propriation to complete the Cumberland road. 

By Mr. A. P. STONE: Thememoriol of James Ruasel and 
1,0X1 citizens of the SUte of Ohio, praying for the building 
ofa national planetarium: referred to the Joint Committee 
on the Library. 

By Mr, HARALSON; The petition of Giles 8. Boggs, 
praying remuneration for losses sustained by him as express 
mail contractor in 1836. 

By Mf. HOUSTON: The petition and napora of R Thtrp, 
sr., praying that a law may be passed allowing him a revo- 
lutionary pension: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

IN SENATE. 
Wepnssdat, January 29, 1845. 

Mr. STUROEX}N presented a petition from Cad- 
wallader Evani, of Pittsburgh, praying the govern- 
ment to purchase bis invention to prevent the ex- 
plosion of Btsam-boileis. Also, a memorial from 
Dr. Wm. M. Wright, of the city of Pitubuigh, 
representing that he has invented an efficient, cer- 
tain, and delicate mode of indicating the temper and 
pressure of steam-boilers, and of preventitig their 
explosion, which he prays the government to test, 
and if found good, to purchase the patent for tb» 
invention. 

Mr. S. made some remarics touehiii|[ the merits of 
the inventions, and expressed the opinion that the 
aabject was one which should engage the attention 
of Congress, not only in consequence of the vast 
property, but great amount of human life, hazarded 
upon our rivers and liUcea and the ocean by the lia- 
bility of steam-boilers to explosion. Fpr one, he 
wMViUin^ to nconunend tm •pprephatioa of an 



adequate fund, to be applied by the Navy or War 
Department in testing the sufficiency of all inven- 
tions to prevent such explosions. On motion, the 
petitions were referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a remonstrance 
from S9 inhabitants of Delaware county, in the 
Slate of New York, against the annexation of Tex- 
as to the United States: referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relatione. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Hugh Rush and S9 other citizens of the Slate of 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the annexation 
of Texas to tne United States: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
Alexander Tail, formerly a workman on the Patent 
Office, praying the payment of tlie amount of money 
to which he is entitled under the law for the relief 
of the workmen on that building during the suspen- 
sion of the labor thereon, without taking the oath 
required by the board of commissioners, that he did - 
not consider himself discharged by such suspen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill authorizing the settlement of 
the accounts of Joseph Nourse; which wiui read, 
and ordered to a second rea ding. 

On motion by COLCIUITT, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of the directors 
and professors of William and Mary College, pray- 
ing indemnity for losses sustained by that institution 
during the revolutionary war. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution authorizing the 
construction of a barrack at Pass Christian; whieh 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Committee on 
Fiiwnce was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the claim of Harvey and Slage, on the ground 
that the committee were not called upon in any 
way to examine into the validity of the claim by the 
paper before them. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of Alden Partridge, asking for a loan by the 
government of certain arms and accoutrements for 
the use of the military institution of which he is the 
head; which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. . , » . 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
from the House for the purchase of certain copies 
of the history of Oregon, California, and the otheJ 
territories on the noruiwestem coast of North Amer- 
ica. 

Mr. UPHAM presented the resolutions of the leg' 
ialature of Vermont, instructing the senators and 
requesting the representatives from that State to use 
their influence to procure the passage ofa law for a 
reduction of the rates of postage and a curtailment 
of the franking privilege: read and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also resolutions from the same source, declaring 
strongly in favor of the tariff of 1849, and of a dis- 
tribution of tho proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands; instructing the senators and requesting the 
representatives from that State to use their exertions 
to prevent the repeal of the former, and to procure 
the enactment of a law to carry out the principls of 
distribution: read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Also from the same source, resolutions express- 
ing strongly ihe opinion of that body that Congress 
has no power under the constitution to annex to this 
government a foreign and independent State; also 
expressing the opinion that, if the power existed, it 
would be unjust and inexpedient to exercise it. 

Mr. UPHAM said, that upon this question there 
was but one feeling in the State of Vermont, as well 
in the legislature as among the people; and that was, 
a sealed hostility to the annexation. These resolu- 
tions were passed by an almost unanimous vote 
through the legislature of Vermont The merabers 
of the legislature did. not deny that foreign territory 
may -under certain circumstances be annexed to toe 
United Slates; but it must be in the exercise of some 
expressed power delegated by the constitution; but 
they all deny that Congress has the power of an- 
nexing foreign territory under any condiuons w}M- 
ever. If the power exist at all, and be exercised in 
any form, it must be by the treaty-making power. 
The rewdtitions were re«l and wrdered to be oif^ 
tlt«tabU) ' 
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THB STOLKN TRKA8URT NOTES. 

I JjOn motion of Mr. EVANS, the praviou* orders 
of the day were poatponed, and the bill to provide 
for the payment of evidences of public debt in cer- 
tain easee, was taken op for conaideration as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and after a short explanation by 
Mr. EvAirt, was r^rted to the Senate, and oidered 
to be engrosMd for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. TAPFAN.leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the papers in support of 
the claim of aschooner lost, as he alleges, in the sei^ 
Ties of the govenuneot 

The foUcwing UUs from the House were read 
twice, and referred, as follows: 

The act giving the assent of Congress to the sale 
of certain nilt spring lands heretofore granted to the 
States of Michigan and Illinois: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The act to change the time of holdine the circuit 
and criminal courts in the county of Washington: 
referred to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia. 

The aet giving the courts of Wisconsin and Iowa 
jurisdiction over offences committed in the Indian 
territory within their boiders: referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Mr. ASHLEY, en leave, introduced a bill supple- 
mentiury to the act entitled an act appropriating the 
proceeOB of the sales of the pubUc lands, and to 
giant pre-emption rights, approved the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1841, so as to allow of the enty of quarter 
quarter sections; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
. The Joint resolution of the House for the benefit 
of Francis Sloeum and ,othera was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; and the 
bill from the House for the relief of the heirs of 
John Heart, deceased, was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Cbums. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved to take up the resolution 
in relation to the contract for the removal of the 
Choctaw Indians. He remarked that he knew 
nothing of the transactions himself, though he had 
received many letters making complaints about this 
contract He hoped there would be no objection 
to the resolution. 

The resolution was taken up, when 

Mr. WALKER expressed a hope that the reso- 
hition would pass. He believed that all the infor- 
mation called for had been already reported to the 
other House; and a copy of that report could be 
•asily communicated to the Senate. 

The resolution was then adopted, as follows: 

lUubHd, Thstthe Secretary of War inftirm the Senate 
wkat coatttcti taave heretofore been made for the , renoral 
of the Choctawi nutiaiag ca>t of the MiHiulppl river, end 
for their rabeiiteace for twelve montlu after their arrival in 
the coaxoiy asiigned to them weft of the MIfiiiiippi, and 
tiiat he Aniiiih a copy of all lach contract!; whetbcrany 
advertlaeBeots were made of the intention of the govern* 
nettt to malieaush contracU: and if not, whether proponala 
forwid contracta were naae by any other penonithan 
thoaa to wliom aneh contraeta were let. If auch propoaala 
were received and examined, whether, at the time they 
war* opened, the preaeoteontnotora were the lowettbid- 
dera for both of aaid contracti; and if not. who wai the 
oweat bidder, and under what eircamitancei the preient 
eontneton became the loweat bidden; what amount of 
money haa been advaitced to theae contracton on account 
of aaid contracta; when, and to whom; whether there is any 
eoatrtot, agreement, or underataodinR that the contractora 
are to have ny additional allowaaoe for feiriagei, or other 
caiuea; and, if ao, what ia the nature of the laid cootract, 

yreement, or onderatanding; whether laid contractora, 
any contraeta have been made, have given bond and >e- 
oarity for their fhithiU performance, in what amount, and 
UM aamea of their anretiea; whether any allegation! have 
been made to the department againat the aulBciency of laid 
anretiea, and what ateps have been taken in relation thereto; 
and whether -the department hai required from the con- 
tracton addiUonal aurety, whether the aame has been 
given, and if so, the name! of such hondsmen; aud what 
steps have been taken by the contractors for the removal of 
the said Indians; by what time, under said contracts, were 
they l>oai>d to have a party under way, and whether any 
have yet ataitad en their Journey. And that he inform the 
Senate further, what amount of scrip has been Issued by 
the department in the name and for the use of certain Choc- 
taw Indians, under the act of Congress of the 33d August, 
184^ to whom said scrip has been delivered, and a copy of 
the iiutmctlons givan to such agent; whether said agent is 
In any manner interested in either of the contracts above 
referred to; whether he has jriven security for the faithlul 
distribution of aaid scrip, andin what amount, and who arc 
Us soeuriUea. And that ha inform the Senate further, 
whether he haa given anytinstmctiona himself, or caused 
them » be given by any other person, to the ChocUw 
agent, uking and requiring him to license any person to 
trade with the Choctaw Indians in the country wert, and if 
ae, the name of the person ao licensed; and that he rommu. 
nioate ooniaa of all communications in kia office in telMion 
to aaid suhjecti. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was 

Jtfifi, ThatthsSeeietaryot Warbediieeted tocon 



mnnioate to the Senate how many of the officers of the revo- 
lutionary army died in the service between tlte 30th of No- 
vember, irfr.:. the date of the provisional artkles of peace, 
and the Sd of November. 17S8; and whether the repreienta- 
tlvea of any such officer have received bounty lands under 
the reselntions of Congress passed in 1770, or under any 
subsequent law or resolution of Congress. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the bill supplementary to 
the act entitled an act ^o provide for ine enlistment 
of boys in the naval service, was taken up as in 
committee of the whole, considered, and reported to 
the Senate. 

Mr. WOODBURY su^ested to the senator from 
Delaware the propriety of making an tunendment, 
the character of which was not beard. 

Mr. BAYARD yielded to the suggestion; and the 
bill was ordered tn lie on the table for the present. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of William P. Allen and Martin Thomas; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the petition of 
Dimiel Bain, in ^rehition to improvements in steam 
boilers: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fiiirs. 

The report of the Commissioner of Patents was 
received, laid on the table, and a motion of Mr. 
Phelps, to^print 5,000, referred, to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

POSTOlTFICE REFORM. 

The general orders havine been called, 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the unfinished 
business of yesterday was reaumed, being the bill to 
reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and cor- 
rect the abuse of the franking privilege, and for 
the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post 
Office Department. 

The CHAIR stated the pending question to be 
on the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Millbr,] namely: to amend the 
first section by striking out the specification of the 
two rates of postage, 5 cents and 10 cents, and in- 
serting the provision of the bill of last session as 
amended by the Senate, namely, 3 eenta on single 
letters for 30 miles, 5 cents for 100 miles, 10 cents 
for 300 miles, and 1.5 cents for all greater distances; 
double, treble, quadruple letters, iSx., to be cliaiged 
ratably in the same proportion. 

Mr. MILLER, at the request of Mr. MER- 
RICK, who wished to make the verbal amend- 
ment which he suggested .yesterday, withdrew his 
amendment for a few moments. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the first section 
was amended by inserting the words, "not exceed- 
ing half an ounce in weight," after the words, and 
aery letter eompoud qfa HngU pita qf paper. The 
object was to allow country persona, such as farm- 
ers, accustomed to write letters on coarse paper, 
to use it still, without incurring double postage on 
a single sheet 

Mr. MILLER then renewed his motion to amend 
the bill as above stated. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out the rates therein speci- 
fied, and inserting three cents on each single letter 
carried a distance not exceeding SO miles, ^ee cents 
on each for S250 miles, and fen cents for all greater 
disttmces. He stated that his object was !to 
substitute 3, 5, and 10 cents, iTor distances 
of 50, 350 miles, and all beyond 350, in lieu 
the 3, 5, 10, and 15 cents, proposed by the senator 
from New Jersey, on distances of 30, 100, 300 
miles, and all beyond 300. He stated that it was 
his conviction that the rates of postage which he 
proposed would not only yield more revenue than 
either the rates in the original bill, or those pro- 
posed by the senator from New Jersey, but that 
they would .tlso draw into the regular mail a much 
latter portion of the correspondence now trans- 
mitted outside of the mail, than any other proposi- 
tion likely to meet favor with the Senate. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed both propositions, on 
the ground that no plan could, with safety to the 
department be tried at present but that matured by 
the Poet Office Committee. He invoked erntlcmen 
to keep in mind what he had so repeatedly urged 
u^n their attention, that it was not by underbidding 
private expresses that the department could sustain 
itself; nor was it the distance of transportation that 
constituted the cost which was to regulate the dif- 
ference of rates. He had several times urged the 
recorded fact, which might be found on reference to 
the reports of the department, that office service 
and manipulation of mail nMtter constituted half 
the expense; «od therefore it was just, so far as that , 



went, to charge the same rate for a letter sent 30 
miles as for ons sent 1,000 miles. It was only in 
relation to the other half of the rate that the cost of 
transportation entered as an element calling for a 
difference in regard to letters sent a short or a long 
distance. He noped the Senate would diaeoimte- 
nance any alteration of the bill, and reject these 
amendments. 

Mr. MILLER felt assured that the rales and dis- 
tances proposed in the original bill would fail of 
meeting public expectation, or of remedying the grie- 
vances complained of hj the department in relation 
to the interference of private or public expresses. In 
cases where 6 j cents is the postage now on single 
letters, the rate of the bill would oe 5 cents; and, as 
the senator from New Hampshire very justly re- 
marked yesterday, a reduction of a mere cent and a 
quarter would have no effect whatever in either 
bringing additional correspondence into the mail, or 
in putting down the competition of expresses. Be- 
sides, the senator from Maryland was altogether 
mistaken in his position that the <x>st of office ser^ 
vice and manipulation of letters was the same on 
short as on long distances. The mails carried lotiF 
distances have frequently to be shifled and porcellea 
out on their routes, occasioning much more office 
service and manipulation than could possibly be re- 
quired on those sent short distances. 

Mr. SIMMONS said he should vote for the 
amendment to the amendment He preferred it to 
the provision already in the bill; or to the proposi- 
tion submitted by the senator from New Jersey 
[Mr. MaLER.] The only question in his mind 
was the policy of reducing the rates of postage 
under fifty miles; but it was more in conformity 
with the existing law that the reduction should take 
place. The chairman of the committee [Mr. Mbs- 
rick] urged with neat force and earnestness the 
consideration that the expense of the establishment 
was etpial to that of the transportation of the mails, 
and that, therefore, a letter going thirty miles costs 
at the least one half as much as one going a thou- 
sand miles. Now, aeeordirig to his view of the 
question, the senator from Maryland was entirdy 
mistaken. The transportation of the mails embraces 
the coat of carrying newspapers and all printed mat- 
ter; which he ventured to say was four times as 
much as that of carrying the manuscript All thia 
exceasive expense in carrying the printed nutter 
had to be borne by the letter correspondence of tfas 
country; and that was the evil which was cornploin- 
ed of, and which required to be removed. Every- 
body must know there is more expense in the ofiioe 
service upon the letter which had to go a great dis- 
tance, than one which had but a short distance lo 
go; from the Act that the package is handled over a 
great many times. But he considered that the 
office service for any of these letters could not be 
over one cent upon each letter — if that much. Sop- 
posing, then, that it should cost a cent, it was obvi- 
our that the additional expense was in the tnoB- 
portation of the mail, and tnat was in a great degree 
m proportion to the distance, if not actually so. 
He should be perfectly satisfied with five and ten 
cents as the extremes; allfaovgh tHere was perhaps 
a propriety in reducing below that Ibr the accom- 
modation of neighborhoods. 

What was the object in view in the passage of 
this bill? The prevent the interference of expresses, 
and lo preclude the carryiiig of letters by private 
hands. This interference by private hands was uni- 
formly within a distance that could be travelled with- 
in twenty-four hours. IjCtters were not generally 
committed to the care of individuals if they were to 
stop over night, and take a rest on the journey. The 
mail did not stop in that Way; and the principe] in- 
terCsrence with the revenue of this department was 
upon those short routes where the journey was pei^ 
formed in ten or twelve hours. What was the re- 
duction proposed upon letters from Albcmy to New 
York, which was perhaps one of the greatest tho- 
roughfares in the country.' The present rate of 
postage was twelve and a half cents; and tlie bill 
proposes to reduce it to ten cents. Now, he sub- 
mitted to the chairman of the committee, if he [Mr. 
Merrick] supposed that a reduction of two and a 
half cents upon letters going this route, and all that 
class of letters, would make the slightest difference, 
or at all change the character of the service? Would 
they not go precisely as they now go — part in the 
mail, and part out of the maiU 

It appeared to him that this provision made a smaQ 
and trifling reduction upon those routes which are 
greatly interfered with, and made a vast reduction 
where there was scarcely any interference. For in- 
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«Uooe: the prescDt rate of postage for distaneet over 
four hundred miles is S25 cents. This was reduced 
k the bill 60 per cent. 

It was Dot eoly to aroid the mail aerrire in this 
distance; bat when it came down to distances where 
it was convenient, there is only a redaction of SO 
per cent, or less — ^not one-third as much where there 
M no eompIaint,as where the whole cause of com- 
ptahit elUstri. now it appeared to him that Con- 
Ifress, if it touch this subject at all, ought to satisfy 
the community; and if there could be any doubt as 
to the cost of this service, look at what hsd been 
done by private individuals. Why, titty ^o around 
and gather these letters; and take the pems to de- 
h+er them at the end of their journey for 6^ cents, 
#bei« the ntail dOet it for 13| cents. It was mao- 
ifeal, then, that the tefluotioo proposed by the sen- 
ator from Maryland would not have the slightest 
influence upon this priv&te interference, tie [Mr. 
Merrick] insisted that these rates of postage were 
the greatest possible redaction that could be mode, 
consistent with the interests of the department, and 
(hat no greoter reduction could be made without 
to its reveniift. Now, what was the experience of 
England? Throughout that entire realm, letters are 
carried for a single penny. The prtrfposition here 
was not to reduce to a penny, but to carry letters 
short distances for 50 per cent, more than they have 
in Eng^d — if 300 miles, 250 per cent, more, and 
so on. Yet this is called extreme redaction ! The 
cbane is to be three times as much as in England, 
by the proposition of the senator from Maryland, 
and gentlemen call even that extreme reduction. 
From all he could gather from the reports of the 
p iogi ess of the mail service in England, he believed 
that the great reduction there had quadrupled the 
correspondence, since the commencement of that 
redaction; and he saw no leaton why it should not 
be quadrapled in this country. He saw no reason 
why we should not have as great an increase here, 
OS uey had there, by this reduction. At all events, 
from what reflection he had been able to give this 
subject, he was of opinion that the reduction pro- 
posed by the senator from Connecticut [Mr. Hdk- 
TlttoTOirJ was necessary to sustain the department. 
It ilraa the proper reduction; and he believed 
there would be more postage, more money and more 
revenue had by this than b^ a less reduction. If the 
country be satisfied and the department sustained, 
certainly the only object which there could be in 
making any alteration in the post office system 
would be accomplished. He believed that 10 
cents was quite as high as ought to be charged upon 
a letter fimm any part of the Union to another. It 
was five times as high as was chareed in England; 
and he was sorry tluit the head of the Post Office 
Department and the chairman of the Committee on 
the Post Office were of opinion that any greater re- 
duction thm that contemplated in the bilTwould be 
injudiciouB. He believed himself that a reduction 
to a greater extent than was now proposed by the 
amendment of the senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 
HuNTuroTON,] would be even better for raisins rev- 
enue; bat, at the same time, be was satisfiea with 
this, and believed it would afford general satiiifac- 
tion to the community. Bat if, in the experiment, 
a reduction of postage were made which would 
leave the some discontent upon the public mind 
that now exists, it would be an absolute reduction 
of revenue to the extent that it reduces the postage 
without increasing the correspondence. The only 
proper way was to go low enough to produce sotis- 
nictioa in the public mind. If, in attempting to do 
this, it should turn out that the reductions were too 
great, and the postage inadequate to support the ex- 
penses of the department, the public would be con- 
tent to have the rates raised. It had been tried in 
England and had proved successful. The people 
of this country had a right to expect a reduction; 
and although it was not assumed that the postage 
in this country could be reduced to [the same ex- 
treme low rates, they had a right to expect such a 
reduction a* would command the business and ef- 
fect the object of getting rid of these onerous bur- 
den*. If, under the change, there was not revenue 
•noag^ thejr would be content and willing to have 
the nuas i»iaed. He hoped, therefore, that the 
propcnitioB of the senator from Conneelicut would 
prevail. 

Mr. MERRICK said the senator from Rhode 
Island was mistaken in supposing the revenue of the 
Britisli post offlee from penny postage was sufficient 
to sualain the department. The fact was, that the 
penny postage fell far short of supplying rev- 
rev to meet the ezpendittuM. tt was tt)« col- 



onial and foreign postage, amounting to trom one 
to four shillings per letter, that enabled the British 
post-office department to sustain itself. 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that he had merely 
stated the fact that the internal correspondence had 
increased four-fold since the adoption of the penny- 
postage system. 

Mr. BRBESE said, in submitting the proposition 
to amend the bill, so as to establish a uniform rate 
of postage of five cents for all distances, he was 
acting in obedience to the instructions of the gen- 
eral assembl^y of the State from which he came. At 
the last session, he had submitted the same proposi- 
tion, and it received but six votes; and, from the in- 
dications around him, he expected it would now 
share a likte no better. The chairman of the. Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roods has told 
us that the subject of post-office reform has excited 
msch of the public tittcntion. This is true, said 
Mr. Bi; and in no one of the western Slates more 
than in Illinois. Two years since, the general as- 
sembly of that Slate, in a very able memorial, ad- 
dressed to Congress, advised a uniform rate of five 
cents, and susUiiued the recommendation by much 
able argument. Since then, public meetings had 
been held in different ports of (he Stale, all mani- 
featint; a great uniformity of sentiment on this all- 
important subject. The experience of the past, and 
much reflection,had convinced him that more revenue 
would be derived from the reduction proposed by him 
than from the plan proposed by the bill as reported, 
or from the amendment submitted by the senator 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Millib,] or from that sub- 
mitted by the senator from Couueaicut, [Mr. Hum- 
TiHGTOH.] The people, Mr. B. said, expected a 
reform in the system; and this reform embraced not 
only a reduction of postage, but a change iii the 
manner of rating letters, by resorting to weight, in 
preference to pieces. Tliis practice of rating by the 
piece was a very bad one, and gave rise, not unfre- 
quently, to the perpetration of crime, by purloining 
money from letters which, by the scrutiny of a 
faithless clerk, might be discovered to be iocfosed in 
them; and, besides, it subjected all our correspond- 
ence to an unpleaasBt scrutiny, and to a system of 
sarveilanoe in its reaolts and consequences very de- 
moralizing. By regulatiog the postage on sealed 
ptuJcets by weight, not only a more equitable rate, 
with increased oniformity and simplicity, would be 
^ven, but this most discreditable practice of prying 
into their contents, so offensive to the public, and so 
demoralizing to the agent who performs the duty 
also, will be effectually avoided. 

Mr. B. said he believed the sentiment was uni- 
versal, that a thorough radical change in the system 
was necessary — not any half-way measure, like 
this now before us, which, in his judgment, if 
adopted, would break down the department — but a 
radical change. The present high rates has brought 
the department and the system mto dtBrepute; and 
means are sought by which to bo relievM from its 
oppressions. Penal laws cannot effect the object. 
It is in vain to resort to them. Your law must be 
in accordance with public sentiment, or it will be 
evaded; and on this question public opinion is 
greatly in advance of Congress. It is characteristic 
of the American people, to yield a ready obedience 
to the laws, even to tliose that are manifestly un- 
just; and the post office law has always been regard- 
ed, until the fact was plainly established, that, 
in its whole operation, it was unjust and oppressive, 
and means have been taken in all parts of the coun- 
try to obtain relief from its oppressions. Enact 
a hiw that shall graduate with public opinion, aiid 
no attempt will be made to evade it. A habit will 
be at once created of an entire dependence upon 
the public mails for all our correspondence, and 
private expresses will receive no countenance or 
support. ... 

The chairman of the committee has told us, (mid 
Mr. B.) that the reduction of the rates in England 
had increased the number of letters four or five fold. 
His language, as reported in the National Intelli- 
gencer, is: 

"In Englaad, tba inctesse, in couequsnce of reduced 
pottage, hu b«en four or five fold. He wonld net luppoM 
w great an iocreue here, because be dU not oontemplate 
•o great a reduction: but he thought an incrcaie of twenty 
per cent, might S»ij be calculated upon." 

Mr. B. said, this appeared to him to yield the point 
that the greater the reduction of the rates of post- 
age, the greater would be the increase of letters or 
correspondence. This fact is sufficiently establish- 

Hed in England. In 1840, when their penny system 
WW introdaeed, the whole nuJnber of letten charge- 



able with postage passing thrrngh their post office, 
was not much over sixty-two millions — now it is 
more than two hundred and thirteen millions. 

From this (said Mr. B.) we.niay jndgs with toler- 
able accuracy what will be the results Odre, for we 
have a much Wger population who would use the •y»' 
tem than there u in Great Britain; and besides there 
are the facilities there of frequent personal intercourse 
by means of their turnpikes, railroads, and canals, 
and the compactness oftheir society, so that thesame 
resort is not had to the mails there that would be 
here if the postages were cheapened. We have now 
passing through the mails aboat thirty millions of 
letters annually, and in his personal knowledge, Mr. 
B. said, a large proportion of the reading and writ- 
ing population of his Sute was deprivsdof the use 
ofthe mails by reason of the most sxorbilhnt rates 
chai^; and this is the case in all parts of the 
Union. Reduce the rates to five cants on all letters 
weighing not more than half an ounce for all dis- 
tances; then he believed, instead of thirty millions, 
after the firat year, more than one hundred millions 
of lettera would pass through the mail, yielding, at 
five cents, '$5,000,000 — a sum more than suffiaent 
to sustain the establishment; and in a few yean a 
further reduction to two cents might be safely tm- 
dertaken. 

Mr. B. reseated that he did not believe any such 
measure as the one now proposed would gratify the 
public. It does not come up to the public wants, 
and if adopted, will not only injure the department 
in its revenues, but bring the whole system into still 
greater disrepute. This plan will not bring into the 
mails the mailable matter now carried privately on 
the great lines of communication exceeding one hun- 
dred miles in length. Such matter will be carried 
by private enterprise for less than the amount 
charged by this government monopoly, arid the peo- 
ple will continue to complain. They will see that 
leiters are carried more than one hundred miles for 
five or six ceote; and they will demand that govern- 
ment shall carry them for the same, or they will 
abandon the use of the mails and potronixe private 
enterprise. This is natural; and all the penal laws 
you can enact will not prevent it. 

Mr. B. said that the only way to remove the odi- 
um that now attached to the puUie mail convey- 
ance as a government monopoly, was to remove the 
inducements to private entfflpnse to compete with 
it; and Uiat sould be done only by low rates of post- 
age. By reducing it to five cents, the rate would 
then exceed, by more than five-fold, the actual mean 
cost of the receipt, transit, and delivery of a half- 
ounce letter firom one part of the Union to the 
other. , 

Mr. B. said that the present law was so exceed- 
ingly unjust, that a mere proposition for an ade- 
quate remedy cannot but seem extravagant to every 
person who lias given but little attention to the sab- 
ject. He said we had been so long accustomed to 
It that, like every proposed reform of an establishsd 
abuse, much hesitation is shown to bring it about. 
He hoped no attempt at change would bs counte- 
nance^ unless it could be thorough, radisal— going 
to the root of the evil, and meeting the public expeo- 
tation. It was with these views he had moves the 
amendment. 

Mr. WOODBURY had yesterday states bis rea- 
sons for giving the preference to the proposition of 
the senator from New Jersey, namely, that if the 
experiment of3 cents for 30 miles should have the 
effect apprehended by the chairman of the Post Of- 
fice Committee, any deficieocT occasioned by that 
reduction would be made gooOon the long routes at 
15 cent». He feared, however, that the extension 
of the 3 cent rate to 50 miles would not enable the 
department to sustain itself. He would, with the 
gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Nilei,] who 
spoke yesterday, look to the cnltivation of the 
social affections and friendly inlsrcoorss of society 
as well as mere business transactions. He was 
willing to help and 

"Speed the loft InterconiM ftom sool to tool. 
And waft a algh frt-m Indu to the pole.' 

But still the department must sustain itadf, and 
those who use the mail must pay enough to sustain 

And although he, too, was instrticted by his 
Slate to vote for such a reduction of postage as 
would meet public expectation, he (felt well assured 
that his State would not be satisfied to have the de- 
partment thrown as a borden upon the publietreasu- 
ry. The people of his State ejroeclsd that, whslSTer 
trai done, the depwttnent sbouM susioin umM. 
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There was a. mistake in su|>poaiug; the penny 
poeta{;e lyBtein in England had increased the intei^ 
nal correspondence of the kingdom fbur-fold. The 
actual increase was only three-rold. Before that 
■ystem began, the correspondence was 75,000,000 of 
Jetten annually; now it is about 211,000,000 or 
213,000,000— a three-fold increase. 

The Post Office Committee estimated the increase 
here, under the proposition of the bill, at 20 per 
cenL only. But admitting that, under the penduig 
proposition, it would be two-fold, what would be 
the revenue? Our present correspondence is 30,000,- 
000 of letters; double that would be 60,000,000; at 
the average of 3, 5, and 10 cents — say 6 cents, for 
it would not be more, the 3 cent rate being extended 
to 30 miles, and the S to 250 — and the revenue 
would be only $3,500,000; to which, if $500,000 be 
added ibr newspaper postage and other means, the 
gross revenue would be only |4,000,000— just half a 
million short of the sum absolutely necessary, ao- 
cording to the Postmaster General's statement, to 
sustain the department. Now, the average of the 
rates propoaea by the senator from New Jersey, 
namely, of 3, 5, iO, and 15 cents, might fairly be 
taken at 8i cents, which, upon double our present 
correspondence, (that is, upon 60 millions of letters,) 
would yield at once, from that source alone, four 
and eight-tenths millions of dollara — givinj; a hand- 
some excess for extension of the service. He 
should therefore sustain the amendment of the sen- 
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MERRICK had not read the report of hia 
remarks of yesterday in either of the city {lapers, 
but from recollection he believed he had said that 
the increase of correspondence under the British 
penny-postage system had been four-fold. Perhaps 
bis expression was, aa it should have been, tiiree or 
f«ur fold. 
_ Mr. NILES, whose remarks could only be occa- 
•ionally heard in the gallery, was understood to ai^ 
cue in &vor of the amendment to the amendment. 
To meet public expectation, and give inducement 
for the absorption of the correspondence of the 
country into the mails, it was necessary to make 
such a reduction of postage as would really be a re- 
form. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was very sorry to 
trouble the Senate with any remarks upon this que»- 
tion. He thought it was perfectly apparent that the 
Senate was now ready for the question; and he 
knew there was a general impression upon this side 
of the House, that this bill ought to be disposed of 
speedily, and cot put of the wav of other important 
matters. Fornis own part, after having attended, 
in a considerable degree, to all that had been said 
upon this subject, he was certainly — he might say 
decidedly — unwilling to alter the bill, as it came 
from the hands of the committee. We werea won- 
derful people. We had been laboring, beyond all 
doubu imaer oppressive rates of postage for a num- 
ber of years past. We propose now to amend these 
rates; and we go at once into another extreme, and 
ask Congress to pass a law reducing the postage to 
3 cents fer all distances under fifty miles. Now it 
was well known to members of this body that in a 
very large portion of this Union cents were not used 
at all. There were no c e n t s in South Carolina, 
though there was a great deal of unw. It was so in 
regard to all the southern and southwestern States of 
the Union. So that this u-rangement would be no 
convenience to the citizens of those States. Their 
lowest rate of currency was a five-cent piece, under 
the government of the United States. 

Now this subject had been before the country 
for several years; and so far as he knew, or 
was acquainted with public opinion, that opin- 
ion was in favor, at least lor a commence- 
ment, of reducing the postage to five cents 
umler a himdred mues, and lOcenu for all distances 
above that. This amelioration would enable the 
emigrant, who goes from the eastern States to the 
Far West, to communicate with hia friends at the 
place of his nativity, for considerably less than 
what it costs him now. He had no doubt at all, 
judging from the experience of England, that a re- 
doeuon of the rates of postage would increase, and 
vastly increase, the number of letters; but it would 
not produce iu full effect for years to tome; and, in 
the mean time, if we reduce the rates so low as to 
•how a very large deficit m the revenue of the de- 
paitmeBt, the whole system would fall to ruins 
for the people would not consent that the post office 
should be a charge upon the treasury. What was 
the present state ofthscasef The committee had 
matured a bill, under the benefits of the experi- 



ence, and with the advice of the head of the departs 
ment. That officer is supposed to know, and he 
had no doubt did know, all the various ramifica- 
tions of this subject, better than any gentleman upon- 
this floor could be supposed to know them; and we 
have the authority of the head of the department for 
this fact, (and it is a mere question of detail,) that if 
you will first appropriate out of the treasury, a sum 
equal to what is paid for railroad transportation, he 
ventures to say that the department, at 5 and 10 
cents postage upon lettera, would be able to sustain 
itself. He (Mr. Buchanan) had that declaration 
before him, in the letter of the Postmaster General, 
to the honorable Chamber of Commerce in New 
York. 

Now this bill proposed a very great reduction of 
poaiage. That proposition was in accordance with 
the public sentiment. The Senate now had the re- 
sponsibility of the head of the department pledg- 
ing his knowledge that if this bill be passed, and 
an appropriation of $750,000 be made, it would 
bs sufficient to cover the expenditures of the de- 
partment. 

He (Mr. B.) was not going upon theory. He 
should be very glad, to d« sure, if the reduction 
could be to 3 cents, or.even to what it is in England; 
but that was impossible, with any regard to the 
question whether the Post Office Department could 
sustain itself. He was for taking the boon which 
we could now obtain — the boon in favor of which 
the public mind, so far as he knew, was settled. 
By reaching to extremes in the attsmpl to bring 
about a low rate of postage, should there be a defi- 
ciency discovered in the revenue of the department 
at the end of the year, the whole system of low post- 
al might finally be abolished. In mattera of this 
kind, wliich were mere matters of detail, he was for 
proceeding cautiously; and if, in the end, (which, 
from the experience of England, probably would be 
the case,) we should find that under 5 or 10 cents 
we can obtain more revenue than is sufficient to 
support this department, then, and not till then, 
would be the time to reduce below that. For one, 
then, he should vote for the 5 cents postage for dis- 
tances not exceeding 100 miles; and for 10 c<nt8 
upon letten above uiat; and, in doin|; that, he felt 
himself saft. He was not creeping his way in the 
dark. He was not fancying things. He was not 
going upon the supposition that a reduction to 3 
cents would insure a corresponding increase in the 
number of letters, and consequently ia the revenue 
of the department. He was, therefore, very happy, 
as he very often went agiunst his friend from Mlarv' 
land, to give him most cordially his vote upon the 
present occasion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN requested the Chair would 
state to him the various propositions made. 

The CHAIR recapitulated them. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then, sir, I anr for the 
bill as matured by the committee, and against the 
whole of these amendments. I believe the experi- 
ment proposed by the bill will meet the general 
wishes of the community on this subject. If we go 
on, as some ^ntlemen seem disposed to do, making 
this proposition and that proposition, each at wiance 
with the other in some trifling matter of detail, not 
one of which perhaps all can agree upon in the end, 
we shall involve ourselves in a vortex of disputations 
for nothing at all, and finally lose the measure 
altogetlier for another season. Why should there 
be such pertinacity in frittering away time about 
questions of three cents, and five cents, and ten 
cents, and fifteen cents, and 30 miles or 100 miles, 
when a standing committee in charge of the subject 
for two years, had, with infinite Tabor and pains, 
matured a bill well calculated to |ieet public expect- 
ation, and at the same time to sustain the depart- 
ment? Why not take the bill thus matured as at 
least a safe tmd prudent experiment' 

Was it desirable to ^ on making vain attempts to 
carry out abstract opinions, consuming day after 
day writh amendments and discussions, and tiring 
out all patience, until at.last the bill itself would be- 
come ooioui and disgusting, by being overloaded 
with debate and propositions? He trusted the Sen- 
ate would vote down every amendment oBered, and 
take the bill as it came from the committee; for it 
was now time to let the other business of the session 
have some chance of consideration. 

Mr. MERRICK called for the yeas and nays on 
thejpending question; and they were ordered. 

llie vote was accordingly taken on Mr. Huntino- 
ton's amendment, and decided in the negative- 
yeas 18, nays 29, a« follows: 



YKiVS— MeurL Alleo, Athartoo, Batn, Bayud, Da, 
Dayton, Dicldnaon, FairBeld, Fnncu, Hnntington, Jana- 
Kin, Niles, Pb«lp«, Poller, ainuBons, Tuppsn, WUte.tiid 
Woodbridge— IS. 

NAV8— Mewn. Aihlejr, Atchuon.Bagby, Bstrow, B«ii- 
ton, Berrien, Breeie, Buckanac, Clayton, ('riltcndea, 
Eranl, Foiter, Hannegan, Haywood, Hendenon, linger, 
Johiiaon, Lawia, Manguro, Merhck; Miller. .Morebead, 
Pearce, Rivea, ' Semple, Stiuseon, Uphsm, Walluir, and 
Woodbury— 39. 

The question was then taken on Mr. MiLLsa'i 
amendment, and decided in the negative— ayes 17, 
noes 30. 

Mr. SlMMdNS moved to substitute 250 miles for 
100 miles, as the distance to which the 5 cent post- 
age would extend. 

Mr. MERRICK. That would desUroy the revenue 
o'' the department; if the Senate approves of doing 
that, it can adopt the amendment. 

Mr. SIMMONS. That remains to be seen, and 
to be argued. 

Mr. MERRICK. It would be fatal to the income 
of the department. 

< Mr. SIMMONS. As the eircuit of 250 mUea a 
that in which private and public expresses compete 
with the department, the effect of reducing the poK- 
age to 5 cents for that distance would be, to draw 
into the mails all the correspondence now sent by 
presses, or by private hand, and to increase the 
revenue of the department. 

Mr. MERRICK. I hope the Senate win not sanc- 
tion the amendment 

The yeas and nays on it were demanded, and or- 
dered. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted — yeas 31, 
nays 25, as follows: 

YGAa— Meann. Allen, Athrrton, Batei, Bayard, Breew, 
Dix, Dayton, Dickinaon, Kairfield, Krancia, HunUogtoo, Jar- 
uagin, Miller, Niles, Phelpi, Forter, Semple, himmoiu. Tap- 
pan, Upham, and Woodbridge — 21. 

NAYS— Messn. Afhley, Atchlion. Baeby, Barrow, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Buclianan, Clayton, Crittenden. Evana, Koater, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Hendenon, Huger, Johnaon, LevU, 
.Mangun, Merrick, Morehead, Pearce, Rivea, Stargeoa, 
Wliite.Iand WoodburJ— 2S. 

Mr. BREESE said it was now bis duty to move 
an amendment, the effect of which was to inakejice 
cents the uniform rate of postage for all distances 
upon letters not exceeding half an ounce in weighu 
The motion was put in the form of one to strike 
out a few words in the firat section and insert others, 
so as to effect the object. 

It was rejected without a division- 
Mr. NILE^ now offered the following ameiid- 
ment, which he sustained by an argument of con- 
siderable length; but his remarks were wholly in- 
audible in the gallery: 

strike out all the Ant aection, after the enacting cjaoae. 
and inierttbe foUowing: 

That, from and after the pajsage of thii act, all letten ron- 
veyed in the mail shall be rated and charged with poctagr, 
as follows: each letter or packet conveyed, according to the 
uaual couse of the nail, any distance not exceediag one 
hundred miles, shall be nted and charged five cenU poat- 
age; and each letter or packet conveyed a greater distaace 
than one hundred miles shall be rated and charged ten ce^s 
postage. And each letter or packet, whether composed cf 
one or more pieces, or coDtaimsg an endosore or not, whiek 
shall not exceed one-half ounce in weight, ahall be consid. 
ered a single letter, and rated and charged accordingly, if 
weighing more than a half and not exceeding three-^jasfteia 
of an ounce, it shall be considered aa a double letter, aad 
charged twice the aforesaid ratea of postage; if weigni^ 
more than three-quarten and not exceeding one ounce, it 
shall be considen;d a treble letter, and charged three times 
the aforesaid rates; and for every additional half ouoce, or 
fraction of a half ounce, there shall t>e charged the rate of a 
single letter: Pntiitd, '1 hat it shall not be lawful to ea- 
close in any letter conveyed in the mail any other lector 
or letters directed to a dul'erent penon or persons, or l» 
enclose several letters, directed to dilferent persona, in one 
envelop; and any perton who shall depoait. or cause to be 
deposited, in any post olBoe, to he conveyed in the mail, any 
letter, containing one or more letten encloced, directed to 
diflcrent peraons, or deposit, or causeto \m so deposited, 
several letten, directed to dill'erent penons, encloeed is one 
envelop, and the penon receiving the same, who aball do- 
Liver, or cause to be delivered, to Ae persons to wboaa the 
same are directed, any letter or letten so anUwnallv con. 
veyed in the mail, shall forfeit the sum of twenty doAu«— 
one-half to the informer, and the other half to tfao PoM OScc 
Departneni; and it shall be the duty of all postaaastera to 
report all vioLatioos of this provision of this act, which may 
come to their knowledge, to the district attorney of the X. lu- 
ted States for the district in which the offence may b« com- 
mitted, whose duty it shall be to prosecute the sasne. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed the amendment. 

The yeas and nays having been called for, maA 
ordered, the vote was taken on this amendnrant, 
and resulted in the negative — yeas 17, nays 94, as 

follows: 



TEAS— Messn. Allen, Atherton, Benton. Bresaf, Dlx. 
Dickinson, Fairfield, Francis, Haywood, Janiagte, NOaa. 
Pearce, Pbelpc, Semple, Siaunoaa, Tappan, and Woodbvv 
—17. 

NATS— MeHi*. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Banow, Ber 
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rien, Boehuiaa, CkTtOD, Crittendsn, DBjioQ, tmat, Foi- 
t«r, Haiinenn, Heaaenon, Hanr, johiuon, Lewii, Man* 
gnm, Mcmck, BdiUer, Moreheaa, Riv«, Sturgeon, Upham, 



■odWUte— 94. 

Mr. BAQBY morod to strike out the 9th Mction 
of the bill, which, in aubalance, in lieu of the present 
pny'tUge of franking, pravides for furnishing mem- 
bers of Conems and delegates of Territories with 
a number of free coven equal to five each per day 
for each session, which coTcrs shall pass free of 
post([g[e to the extent of two ounces each; excess 
of weight over that to be chaigeable as for conmon 
letters. 

He was for either retaining the franking priTtlege 
as it is, bat guarded properly against abuses, or for 
abolishing it altogeuier. He considered it a privi- 
lege of much greater consequence to the constituen- 
cy of members than to themselves. The abusf of 
the privilege was ao argument against its usej for 
the beet and holiest of human institutions were lia- 
ble to abuse, yet that was no argument for their ab- 
olition. 

Mr. DICKINSON made a few remarks not dis- 
tinctly heard in the gallery. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to postpone the Airther 
consideration of the subject till to-morrow. 

It was accordingly postponed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wbdmeidat, January 29, 1845. 

OREGON NEGOTIATION. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS asked the general consent of 
the House to lake up and consider a resolution, of- 
fered some time since by him, calling on the Presi- 
dent of the United States for any correspondence in 
relation to the negotiation now pending between this 
country and Great Britain in relation to Oregon. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not in order, 
the House already acting under suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. DAVIS waived his reouest for the present. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Chapman last eve- 
ning, and now the pending question, came up this 
■nomine. 

Mr. HUGHES offered the following resolution: 

lUtoIni, That the Cammltte* on MiUlsry AllUn inquire 
into the espvdiene; ofettabUsUng a military p«t on Tmble 
creek, Borui of the State of MJuouii, wlttun the country 
auigued to tho Potttwetwnie, Ottowa, and Chippewa la* 
dianj; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. CROSS gave nouce that he should, at some 
subsequent day, introduce a bill for the relief of sun- 
dry claimants to donatioas of land in the Slate of 
Awanaas. 

PArXRS FOR MEMBERS. 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, 

OnUrrd, That the elaifc cauM to be famished to the men- 
bccs of thu Houae, dnitng the preient naiiOB, auch papen 
•• diejr may direct, the expcau thereof not to exceed three 
daily papen. 

Mr. McClelland, pursuant to notice, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Jeremiah Morse; which 
was twice read, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. AUGUSTUS C. DODGE presented an au- 
thenticated copy of the act of the legislative assem- 
bly of Iowa, entitled "An act to provide for the ex- 
pression of the opinion of the people of the Territo- 
ry of Iowa upon the sutject of the formation of a 
State constitution for the Slate of Iowa." Also a 
certified abstract of the census of said Territorjr, 
taken in the month of Mar. 1844, and also \i certi- 
fied abstract of the vote of the people of said Terri- 
tory upon the question of convention or no conven- 
tion. ' nlr. D. moved that they be laid upon the ta- 
ble and printed. 

Mr. D. then offered the folloMring: 

naoleU, That the Secretary of War be directed to eom- 
mnnicate to the Houae the report of Captain J. Allen, lit 
diagoona, of hia ezpediUon during last aummer to the 
aeareea of the Dee Moinea, Blue Earth, and other riven in 
the BOitfaweat, together with his Journal and mape of the 
eonntry over whfch be marched. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the adoption 
of the resolution. He said tbat it would impose 
much labor upon the clerks of the department to 
make eopie* of these papers; and that the expense 
of printing these documents, journal, ibc., would be 
considerable. He would inquire of the gentleman 
from Iowa what object he had in view in calling for 
the report of this officer, and in asking its publica- 
tion. If ths reports and journals of other officers 
performing like serviees were to be published, there 
was no telling what their cost might amoUnt to. 



Mr. DODGE, in reply, stated that Captain J. 
Allen, of the 1st dragoons, who was stationed at the 
Racoon fork of the river Des Moines, in Iowa, had 
performed, during the past summer and fall, an ex- 
pedition into the Indian country ot the northern por- 
tion of the United States. 

The object of this excursion was to explore the 
country and viait the Indian tribes about the source^ 
of the Des Moines and the Blue Earth river, and on 
the waters of the Big Sioux river. He was re- 

auired by his orders to Ikke notes of the features of 
le country— of its geography and topography — and 
to makeareportandjounial of the expedition, to be 
accompanied by a map of the country over which 
he marched. Mr. D. had received a letter from 
CapU Allen — whom he regarded as a highly intelli- 
gent and enterprising officer — giving an account of 
the expedition. Capt. A. had taken great pains in 
the execution \>f this service; and had collected in- 
formation, as he informed him, (Mr. D.) of the north- 
em portion of Iowa, which would be highly inter- 
esting to those wishing correct information of that 
section of the country. Capt A. carried a sextant 
with him, and had determined the latitude of several 
points. He had found the exlrenft source of the 
Des Moines (Lake of the Oaks) to be in latitude 
43 deg. 57 mio. 32 see; a distance, as he estimated, of 
348 miles above the p<Hnt on that river at which the 
dragoons are stationed. He was fifty-four days in 
performing the expedition, and marched, in going 
and returnii^, 740 miles. 

Mr. JOHNSON inquired if the gentleman from 
Iowa could slate the size of the report, journal, &c, 

Mr. DODGE said that he could not. He had 
seen neither the report nor journal. Mr. D.'s state- 
menu were based on Captain Allen's letter to him. 

Mr. D. remarked that there was aceucely a day 
that inquiries were not made of him by members 
and others for information touching the very conn- 
try over which this dragoon officer had marched, 
and of which his report would doubtless contain 
much; and that, too, which could be relied on. 

In conclusion, Mr. D. said that, if information, 
such as the report, Ac, for which his resolution 
called, was to be hermetically sealed up in the War 
Department, he thought that the regiments of dra- 
goons would be deprived of much of their useAil- 
ness, and might as well be disbanded. 

The quesuon was then taken, and the resolntion 
adopted. 

Mr. DODGE then introduced a bill for the relief 
of F. M. Irish; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH offered the following res- 
olutiom 

JtesohtJ, That the Seoretary of War be, and he ia hereby, 
instmeted to cause to be prepared, l>y competeat engineera, 
and lay before this House on or before the 1st day of Jana- 
ary next, the most approved plans, methods and systems, 
now or formerly in use in this and other oountries, of drain* 
ing low grounds, swamps, superficial lakea and ponds, 
marshes, begs, and fens, caused by the flew of the ocean, 
the periodical innndationa of rivers and creeks, or othei^ 
wise. Also estimates of lb* relative value of such plans, 
considered with regard to their easy and ready application, 
to their eAciency, and to the expenditures of money they 
would severally invotre in the execution of any given 
work; the department at tho same tlree to lav t>erore the 
House an estimate of the number of acres of public lands 
lying within the boundaries of the new States and organ- 
ised Territories, the auperfkial area of which ia covered by 
swamps, wet grounds, raarsbea, kc., together with his opin- 
ion as to the practicability and coat of draining the same. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objecting, the resolution 
was laid over. 

On motion of Mr. REDING, by general consent, 
5,000 extra copies of the document relative to the 
commercial systenwi of foreign countries were oider>' 
ed lo be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to leoonsider the follow- 
ing resolution adopted yesterday, on motion of Mr. 
Horxms, (in copying which yesterday for our re- 
port, an error oscurred:) 

Rsjelo At, Tbat copies of all bills and the calendars of the 
House be regularly placed upon the reporters' desks. 

Mr. H. made a remaik or two in support of the 
resolution. 

Mr. HOPKINS thought they ought to do one of 
two things— either to place in possession of the re- 
porters of this House tne means of communicating 
oorrect information to the country, or they had no 
use for reporters here. The reports were often in- 
correct, as was admitted by the reporters themselves, 
owing lo the want of the necessary facilities. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and remarked that 
debate was not in order. 

Mr. HOPKINS remariced that the expenses in- 
volved were inconsiderable. It was their duty to 



put in the posiwion the means of oommuoicating 
correct information. It was due to the memben of 
this House as well as to the reporters themselves. 

After some conversation between Bfr. ADAMS 
and the SPEAKER, 

The question was taken, and the motion to lecMt- 
sider was agred to— yeas 119, nays 33. 

OREGON TERRITORY. 
Mr. A. V. BROWN moved la suspend the rules, 
that the House might resolve itself into a Commii- 
tee of the Whole, to tiUce up the Oregon biO. 

APPOINTMENTS TO OFriCB. 

Mr. CHAPMAN called up the following resola- 
lion offered br him yesterday, on which we previ- 
ous question had been moved. 

Reioltti, Tbat in the appointments to office under the 
government of the United ^t«, the members of this House 
consider that each Slate and Territorv ought to have its 
due pioportion aocordiiu lo the fpopolation thereoCaafar 
as may be found prmoticable consisleatly with ths public !&• 
terest; and that the appoiatmeals hereafter to De made 
ought so to he regulated as to equalize the proportaOD 
among the Slates and Territories as aforeaaid. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. A. V. BROWN inquired whether that aub- 
ject had priority over his motion. 

The CHAIR said that when the House adiouni- 
ed yesterday, the question was pending on tna call 
for the previous question oa this motion. It, there- 
fore, had priority over other business. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the mover of the reso- 
lution whether he wished to limit the constitutional 
right of the executive to make appointments lo 
office. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said that the resolutioi) con- 
templated nothing more than an expression ef the 
opinions of the members of the House. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. CHAPMAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. SEYMOUR withdrew his motion to lay the 
resolution on the labls. 

The question was then put, "Will the House 
second the call for the previous questioa' and de- 
cided in the negative without a division. 

Mr. ADAMS ^en gave notice of his intention to 
debate the resolution, and it was laid over under (he 
rules. 

OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. BELSER moved to suspcMl the mles, that 
House might resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the stats of the Union, to take up the 
Oregon bill. 

Mr. LEVY asked leave to submit a resolution, 
which he was prevented firom doing while resolu- 
tions were in order yesterday, by being abeent 
firom the House. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. LEVY moved to suspend the ivies, bat the 
motion was decided to be out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to inquire Of the ehainkan 
of the Committee on Territories, whether he propos- 
ed at this time to enter into the debate on the Oregon 
bill immediately after the House had passed a resolii- 
tion, by almost a unanimous vate, calhng on ths Presi- 
dent to communicate informatioh easentially neces- 
sary for them to act with a lair understanding of the 
subject The House had also passed a resolution 
for the purchase of Mr. Oreenhow's work on the 
subject, which was equally necess a ry for the infor- 
mation of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he must interpose. This 
question certainly was not debatable. 

Mr. ADAMS said that he did not propose to de- 
bate it, but he would suggest to the chairman of the 
Committee on Territories to allow some days to 
pass for the reception of that information which, by 
unenimous consent of the House, was decided to 
be necessary for a tut understanding of the sub- 
ject 

The CHAIR here reminded the gentleman that 
the question was not debatable. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN (ohairman of the Committee 
on Territories) said that he did not distinctly hear 
the remarks of the gentleman, but he understood 
him as inquiring whether he meant to insist on car- 
rying on this debate in the absence of the informa- 
tion that had been called for. In reply, be would 
say, that he was not disposed to (irive this bill 
through^ but he hoped the House would act on it 
without delay. As to Mr. Greenhow's book, and the 
correspondmce that had been called for, he did not 
deem them indispensable; though, if ths House was 
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disposed to wait for them, be should not object to it. 
He did hope, however, that the House would go on 
with the debate, as the information would no doubt 
be received before its termination. 

The question was then put on the motion to eo 
into Committee of the Whole, and decided in'the 
affirmative — ayes 92, noes 46. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wel- 
LCRj of Ohio, in the chair,) and resumed tlie consid- 
eration of the Oregon bill. 

Mr. DUNCAN commenced, by stating that this 
bill had been committed to, and considered by, the 
Committee on the Territories, by whom it had been 
examined with great care, and reported back to the 
House. It contains the usual provisions that acts 
have heretofore contained, by wnich territories have 
been established; it provides the usual number of 
officers, and makes all other provisions which are 
common to the establishment of territorial govern- 
ments, such as the formation of a legislature, the 
appointment of federal officers, and so forth, to 
which he believed there could be no objection. He 
commenced the discussion of this bill, however, 
under some embarrassment, and the objection made 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Adams] 
had seemed to increase that embarrassment. It 
was well known that this bill had been before Con- 
cress for some time, to extend jurisdiction over the 
Oregon, and many objections had even been raised 
to Its passage. Sometimes it vras said that there 
was a treaty which forbade their acli«n. There 
V/aa a provision in the treaty of 1827, between 
Qreat Britain and this country, oy which one year's 
notice was stipulated to be given of the intention 
of either party to terminate the joint occu|Mmcy, 
and they were told that it would be a violation of 
that treaty to extend jurisdiction over the territory, 
Tintil that notice had been given; but every attempt 
to cause such notice to be given had been met with 
the objection that there was a negotiation pending. 
Yes, and nerattatioR had been going on for twenty 
years, and thus^there would be no end to them. Bat 
the attention o*f the American people had been 
called to this subject; they knew the principle and 
the terms on which the British gover:'ment occu- 
pies the Oregon; they knew, too, thsirxiwn rights, 
and in the last canvaM they made this a prominent 
question. There was not then a procession in 
which there were not banners on which Oregon 
vras iDscribed,wuid he believed the people had 
decided the question at the ballot4x>x. The 
whig speakers themselves acknowledged that our 
title to Oregon was clear; but for them, there had 
not been quite*negDtiation enough. For the advantage 
of such gentlemen, and others who raise objec- 
tion on this subject, he now proposed to trace 
our title to this territory, and he should be able to 
show that our title was clear, and that Great Britain 
knew it was so. There seemed to be at this time 
with the Americim people an ambition to acquire 
territory, and it was a laudable ambition — it had iu 
foundation in patriotism, and in a desire to extend 
and spread our fine institutions — and it was because 
they produced wealth, bappiuess, and comfort. 

He then gave some brier description of the fertili- 
ty and beauty of the countnr in dispute, and caused 
an extract to be read firom Lieut. Wilkes's descrip- 
.tionofit. He said it embraced a country running 
800 miles on the Pacific, and 600 miles from the 
Pacific to the summit of the Kocky mountains. He 
then entered into a historical detail of the discoveries 
on the Pacific, showing that California was discover- 
ed and occupied by Spanish navigators, and schools 
and places of worship erected by Spanish Jesuits, 
before any British navigator discovered it, and 
therefore Great Britain h<u no claim by right of dis- 
covery. He recapitulated the voyages and discov- 
eries of Thomas Drake, Captain Cook, McKenzie, 
Thompson, and many other navigators, and very 
minutely examined the rights of every character on 
which a claim to that territory could be based, ob- 
serving that he should write out his speech fully 
hereafter, the on«-hour rule only enabling him to 
glance at the outline which he should fill up. 

He referred to the treaty of 1792 between Great 
Britain and Spain, known as the Nootka treaty, 
(under whieh the only claim of Great Britain was 
founded to this territory;) to the debates in the Brit- 
ish House of Commons, showing the little import- 
ance placed upon this treaty at that time; to the (act 
that this treaty, whatever force it might have had, 
was overthrown and annihilated by the war between 
Spain and Great BriUun four years after, and bad 
never been revived. Thus he held that Great Brit- 



ain had no claim there. He then proceeded to allude 
to the historical facts establishing our claim to Ore- 
gon; to the fact that, shortly after ihis — viz: in 1792 
— the (^lurobia river was discovered by Captain 
Gray, commander of a vessel fitted out by citizens 
of Boston. That he was the discoverer of this river, 
the British and Spanish, as well as American records, 

{)roved. We look possession, as required by the 
awa of nations, in order to perfect our title, soon 
after, by our agents, Clark and Lewis, who spent the 
entire winter of 180S^'6 ne<u-the mouth of the Colum- 
bia river, and left the proper evidences of possession. 
We then had discovered the Columbia river, and 
thereby had discovered the Oregon Territory, and 
were its owners to the extent that the (^lumbia riv- 
er drained it, which was that extent designated by 
this bill. 

We had done something more; we had completed 
our discovery. Mr. D. was proceeding to refer to 
the various expeditions from this country to Oregon 
since that time as confirming our claim to this 
country by actual posssssion, when his hour ex- 
pired. 

Mr. BEL9ER next obtained the floor, but he 
yielded for a few moments to 

Mr. DUNCAN, who said he did not like to write 
out a speech which he had not delivered, and hence 
he obtained permission to state a brief outline of the 
residue of his argument; which, in his published 
speecti, he should fill up. Having concluded — 

Mr. BELSER proceeded, by remarking that but 
a few days ago one American measure bad passed 
this House; and now there was before them anoth . 
er equally as important in its bearings on the desti- 
ny of the republic Since the Missouri restriction, 
in his opinion, no two projects had been before the 
legislative department of the Union which were so 
well calculated to test the validity of our free institu- 
tions. The epoch might well be viewed as the hour 
of a nation's travail; and although he believed that 
the present measure, if adopted, would be more 
likely to involve us in a war than the one which had 
just been acted on, yet, in the maintenance of our 
just national rights, we should not permit the fear 
of such consequences to drive us from our propri- 
ety. 

He had two reasons for taking part in the discus- 
sion. One was, that he desired his humble name to 
be, in some degree, identified with the measure 
which had produced it; and the other, that his Stato 
had requested of Iter representatives to perform 
their part in carrying it throtifh on this floor. 

He further said tluit he hao recently been exam- 
ining the aggressions of Great Brilaio on the rights 
of ouier nations, and had ascertained that Switzer- 
land, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Syria and Greece, 
India and China, Africa and Polynesia, have all 
been made to feel her power; and having been so 
successful with them, he believed that we were se- 
lected as her tuxt victim. Look at her vast posses- 
sions near to us, or on our continent. Within a 
few days' sail by steam are her West India islands, 
some sixteen )n number; and then come her Upper 
and Lower Canadas, Nova Scotia, New Bruno- 
wick, Newfoundland, Prince Eklward'sldand, Lab- 
rador — the whole north to Hudson's Bay. Thus it 
would be seen that she has nearly encircled us, and 
that our only outlets west are through Texas and 
Oregon. 

He next proceeded to the examination of the bill 
before the committee, and observed that it proposed 
the organization of a teroporanr government, out of 
"all the country bdongine to the United States west 
of the sunfmit of the Rocky mountains, and bound- 
ed on the south by the 49a and on the north by the 
54th degree and 40 minutes of north latitode." He 
contended that this was the boundary settled in our 
treaties with Spain and Russia, and that, in 1834, 
we offered to limit our territory to the 49th degree 
of latitude; cmd that, at that period, the Columbia 
river was the boundary proposed by Great Britain, 
which enters about the 46th degree. The territory 
in dispute between the two governments when these 
negotiations were broken ofi* was a little upwards 
of 3 degrees of latitude, embracing about one-fourth 
of the possession. In 1827 the same ofiers were 
again made and rejected, thus leaving the matter as ' 
it stood in 1818, and consequently a iai;ger amount 
of territory in contest — about 8 degree* of latitude, 
near two-uiirds of the entire eountrr. 

The claim of our govemmentto tne whole, he con- 
tended, was perfect. We derived title to it through 
our treaties with France and Spain, succeeding By 
these treaties to all the riehu over it which they pre- 
vioualy possessed, and deriving additional title aleo | 



by our own discovery. Having, then, within us the 
French, Spanish, aiid American title, it puts to rest 
the pretensions of Great Britain at once, and shows 
that it has no foundation to rest on. 

He further observed that, in 1804 and 1805, Lewis 
and Clark, under the authority of Congress, ex- 
plored it; and, at that date, no nation except our 
own pretended to own any part of iu That, iu 1811, 
a setuemcnt was made by Mr. Astor at the mouth 
of the Columbia river; and that, in 1813, he was 
dispossessed by Great Britain; but that, in October, 
1818, it was again delivered to the United States. 
Thus (said he) on the 6th day of October, 1818, our 
title to the territory einbracea within the bill under 
consideration was complete; and that no negotiation 
since baa in any degree affected it. 

The only negotiations which, since that period, 
had been entered into between this government and 
Great Britain in regard to it, he remarked , was the 
third article of the convention of 1818, providing 
for a joint enjoyment of certain rivers, bays, &■:., 
for ten years; the fruitless effort in 1824 to adjust 
the difficulty; and the convention of 1827, through 
which the j^rovisions of the said article of the con- 
vention of 1818 wore extended indefinitely, subject 
to be annulled by either party, on giving twelve 
months' notice. . 

On this branch of the subject, he said that if this 
agreement had been strictly adhered to by Great 
^toin, we might now be called on to desist from 
passing this bill, but that, in direct violation of its 
provisions, the Northwest Fur Company, under the 
auspices of that nation, have occupied the country, 
erected in it forts, established a totriWrial govern- 
ment, extended the laws of Canada over it, driven 
out our enterprising citizens, and in several iostonces 
have instigated the Indians to murder them. 

Aside, however, from this beller right of ouio, 
have we not, he inquired, under the convention of 
1818, as good authority to occupy it as Great Brit- 
ain? Over the territory, not undisputed, the pre*- 
ent bill, if it becomes a law, will act without hin- 
drance; and over that in controversy it is intended 
to operate on all American citizens, and to afford 
them protection. The passage of such a measure 
may lead to collision — to conflicts of jurisdiction; 
but this is a thing which cannot be avoided. Al- 
ready have we too long acquiesced. A govenniiem 
incapable of preserving its own soil and citizens 
wOl not long be reganfed. After a half century's 
negotiation with Great Britain, in another celebrated 
boundary case, we lost our title to a part of Maine; 
yea, had to submit to its dismemberment. The cry 
then was, if we did not settle by negotiation, we 
should have to do it by the sword; and the ety 
now is, that we will offend our mother country if 
we attempt to exercise jurisdiction over that which 
belongs to us. 

He nere'reviewed the objections which bsid been 
made to the occupation of the territory on account 
of distance, on account of our limited pecuniary re- 
sourcea, and the probability of our losing it in the 
end. He admitted that these suggestions were 
such as to command attention; and whenever the 
period arrives that this government cannot proiea 
Oregon without destruction to the other portions of 
the Union, then will it be time enough to leave 
American citizens to their fate. A nation, under 
such circumstances, would be justified in such s 
course; but not till then. 

He proceeded to consider the objections wrhich h^ 
been made to the spread of our institutions. He 
believed in Ihe^principle of expansion. The prog- 
ress of our people for the last two hundred yean 
had attested its virtue. The mardi of popuJotiiie 
had been as steady and as unerring as h&d been the 
light of the sun. He enlarged to some extent (» 
this view of the subject. 

He next took up that portion of the biQ which 
was designed to encourage aettlemcnts by granis of 
land. This, in his opinion, was going one stefi 
further than Great Britain had gone under the coo- 
vention of 1818. He argued, however, that AtMO bcr 
previous conduct we had the r^ht to consider that 
provision of the convention as anniUUJ; and that in- 
dependent of it the policy wss a correct one, and that 
several luoions hadproctued on the same nrioeiple. It 
was a policy pointed out to us by Great Bcilain hci^ 
self when she issued her grants to the ooloniau^ 
and it was pursued by Spain in her best days wh3a 
disposing of her domain. We had concentiatti 
numerous tribes of Indiana in the 'West — hai. 
abolished their customs, put out their nrimiuiti 
lights, and we should as speedily aa possible aeltilr 
our lerrilory beyond them. They are naturally n- 
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veii|;efal; and being bo, it becomes us to guard 
against tbeir encroachmenta, aa did the Roinoos, 
when they encouraged aettlementa on their fi^ntiers 
to protect them from the incursions of the barba- 
rians. 

Here the gentleman took an elaborate view of the 
nature of oiu government — said it was designed to 
break down centralization, to root out monopoly, 
to tear up aristocracy, to hold out inducements to 
emigration from other countries, to make the greater 
number agriculturists, and to impress on all daases 
(he idea t&al nature's trde nobletnan is the tiller of 
the soil. 

Finally, he examined with some scrutiny the late 
conduct of Great'Britoin in setting herself up as a 
teacher of morab; and attempted to prove that she 
was the last nation on earth that was entitled to the 
character. 
He said that such a homily from her 
"It u deceitAtl Mthe Kaile 
"Which the disciple gave hii Lord." 

[The aboTeis bat an imperfect sketch of Mr. B.'s 
remarks.] 

Mr. BOWLIN obtained the floor, and com- 
menced by remarking, that this question involved 
everything dear to our people who cherished our 
institutions and national character. Our own terri- 
tory attached to us was. now the subject of coloniza- 
tion by a foreign power; hence this question enlisted 
the feelings of every man whose heart beat with 
the spirit of patriotism. 

But another consideration which invested this 
subject with a greater interest, was, that England 
was using her endeavors to get possession of this 
territory aaa military station, as a place of rendez- 
vous for her ships, and her policy had been uniform, 
viz: to acquire universal commercial dominion over 
the whole glolw. He referred to her various fortifi- 
eationa at Gibraltar, Malta, St. Helena, &&, to the 
claima she was setting up to the Sandwich islands, 
which were restrained from being established only 
by European powers, who said that if her chain of 
fortifications and possession could once be finished, 
we were all under her dominion. Give them pos- 
seasion of Oregon, and of the Sandwich Island, and 
that chain was complete. She girted the whole 
globe with her power. And for this purpose he 
ar^ed that she wanted this territory. She ndiculed 
the idea of the value of Oregon; still she was unwil- 
ling to port wit]) it! From what other motive could 
she be influenced.' Let us, (said Mr. B.) scions of 
the original stock, let us che«k her strides for uni- 
verscd empire; check her in our own country. 

He aaked the genCemen who desired to negotiate, 
what there was to negotiate for; it was a question of 
title, which was well settled. He had no confidence 
in diplomacy with England. She was as distin- 
guished in diplomacy as in feats of arms; and while 
her ministeia were treating, her arms were ready to 
strike. From her arms we had nothing to fear, but 
we had cause to suspect her diplomacy; for when 
liad we entered into negotiations with her that we 
had not been cheated? 

He then entered into an examination of our title 
to the Oregon. Discovery was the first basis of title, 
and be spoke of the discoveries of Cortes and others, 
in view^ of our Spanish title, and showed that the 
British navigators were posterior in their discove- 
ries. His niatorical details were full, and very 
elaborately made. He also examined our right by 
treaty derived from the discoverers. The title which 
was in Spain, he stated was transferred to the Uni- 
ted States by treaty. The title of Spain was un- 
questionable, and wc have all the title of Spain. 
There was also a title in the French which has been 
transferred to us; and our title, then, was well estab- 
lished. Bat we had also a right based on discovery 
by American citizens. The Columbia was dis- 
n>rered by one of our citizens in May, 1792. 

But "we had a discovery earlier than that. John 
Carver, of Connecticut, in 1763, found his way to 
Jie viraters of the Oregon, through the Spanish 
xtssessions, in the true spirit of Yankee enterprise; 
uid this discovery was followed up and confirmed 
jy that of Captain Gray in 1792. Then on the 
principle that the discovery of the mouth of the riv- 
sr operated a claim to the whole territory watered 
,w it, if followed up in quick succession by settle- 
nent, our title was unquestionable. This condi- 
io]i__vts: of the discovery beii^ followed up by set- 
lemen— tb« contended had been complied with. In 
iroof of ^rbich, be referred to the possession of the 
erritory taken by Lewis and Clark in 1805; by 
he Amerioao Fur Company in 1^)8; to the settle- 
ment of Astoria in 1810, Ac In connection with 



this, he referred to the various unsuccessful attempts 
by England to get possession, and establish a claim 
to that Gibraltar of the western coast of America; 
and he mentioned the fact that one of the claims 
which she had presumed to make, extended to the 
east of the Rocky mountains, into the undisputed 
territory of the United States. 

In 1818, by treaty, she got the right of hunting, 
fishing, &c. — the right which was called that of 
joint occupancy. Joint occupancy with her was 
single occupancy. This was all she wanted to es- 
tablish, according to her universal custom, her en- 
tire and exclusive right. Her citizens were now 
there. In 1821 she had established her jurisdic- 
tion there; and now American statesmen were de] 
libemting whether we would do the same aa they 
on our soil. 'W% wern waiting for the negotiation.- 
Why there was nothing to negotiate about, unless 
we were base and craven enough to sell "our own 
soil. Negotiation must be at an end. Let' the con- 
sequences of taking possession be what they might, 
they could not be worse than they would be if we 
hesitated or failed to take the proposed action on this 
subject. He urged the immediate necessity of es- 
tablishing our government for the protection of our 
citizens tiiere against the Indians and other^ focs^ 

He recurred to the vast advantage of the posses- 
sion of Oregon in a commercial point of view, and 
ar;^ued that the possession of it would enable Great 
Bntain to destroy our vast and profitable commery 
there. He was urging the necessity of immediate 
action on this subject when his hour expired. 

Mr. THOMPSON obtained the floor, and ob- 
served that there seemed to be no disposition to 
speak on the other side. There had now been 
three speeches in succession on one side. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, in his seat There is 
only one side to the question. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the committee 
rise; which being agreed to, 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

The SPEAKER, with the general consent, pro- 
ceeded to lay before the House the documents on 
the Speaker's table, as follows: 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PA- 
TENTS. 

The annual report of the Commiasioner of 
Patents. 

Mr. STEENROD observed that he believed it 
had been usual to refer this report to the Committee 
on Patents; but he now movea its printing. 

Mr. WELLER moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Patents. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF suggested to his colleague 
that, as the session was a shortone, and it took some 
time to print this report, it was important that it 
should be done immediately, that it might be laid on 
tlieir tables before the session closed. This docu- 
ment was one that was sought for every year with 
great avidity, as gentlemen were well aware. 

Mr. WELLER said it was equally important that 
we should ascertain first what was contained in the 
document before an extra number of it was ordered 
to be printed. He had therefore moved its refu'- 
ence. 

Mr. RHE!TT wished to know what was in the 
document. Its size was very voluminous. He wish- 
ed to know whether it was the usual official report, 
or whether it was a statement of all the patents that 
had ever been taken out from the origin of the gov- 
ernment down to the present time. If so, it would 
cost some |100,000 to print it. He hoped it would 
be referred, to be examined, before its extra print- 
ing was ordered. 

Mr. STEENROD withdrew his motion to print. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Welleb, to refer it to the Committee on Pa- 
tents; and it was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER further laid before the House— 

A report from the Post Office Department, exhib- 
iting the receipts and expenditures of the department 
dunngthe calendar year: referred, on motion of Mr. 
HOPKINS, to the Committee on Expenditures of 
the Post Office Department. 

Also, fVom the War Department, the annual state- 
ment showing the balance of apprc^riations for the 
support of that department remaming on hand: re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, firom the Treasury Department, in answer 
to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 14th iast., a statement of the claima of Georgia 
■gainst the United SialM: refened to the Commit. 



tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

THE APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union (Mr. Tibbatts in the chair) for 
the purpose of acting upon the appropriation bills. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee take up 
the bill making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1846. 

The Clerk read the bill through, and it was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. McKAY then moved that the committee 
take up the bill for the payment of the pensioners 
of the United States for the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1846; which was read through and amended 
on the motion of Mr. McKat, and then laid aside 
to be reported to the House. 

Mr. McKAY next moved that the committee 
take up the bill making appropriations for fortifica- 
tions for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846; 
which was taken up and read, and after two items 
had been blended at the suggestion of the chairman 
of the CJomraittce of Ways and Means, it was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. McKAY next moved to take up tlie bill ma- 
king apprepriations for the Indian Department for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846; which was 
read through by the derk. 

Some unimportant amendments were' made on the 
suggestion of Mr. McKAY. 

The bill having been read tlirough, and some 
slight amendments made, 

Mr. McKAY observed that this bill bad been 
taken up unexpectedly by some of the members of 
the committee; he was therefore not disposed to 
press any final action on it at this time. He there- 
fore moved that the committee rise, and report the 
other bills to the House, leaving this to stand as it 
was. 

The committee then rose, and reported the postp 
office bill, the pension bill, and the fortification bill 
to the House; and the amendments made in Commit- 
tee of the Whole being concurred in, they were sev- 
erally ordered to be engrossed, and then read the 
thira time, and passed. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were hand^ to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of William L. Ileiidenon 
and SB others, cltizem of the nortliwe»t part of the Stata of 
Otiio, ailUng the eitablishment of a post toale from Upper 
Sandusky, in Ciawiord counlj, Ohio, to Fort Wayne, in the 
State of fndiaua- 

By Mr. HENRY DODGE: The petition of 180 citizeni of 
the town of Slieboygan, Sheboygan county, Territory of 
Wlaoonsin, aaliing Congreti lor an appropriation for the 
cowtnuilion of a harlwr at Uie moutti of the Slicbovgan riv- 
er, on the weitern ahoie of laku Michigan, in said Teirito- 
ry: referred to tlie Committeo on Commerc»\ 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of Jamei R.1UcCord ^d 
41 othera, cilizenn of the connty of Ellifaart, Indiana, pray- 
ing a redaction of the preient ratal of postage. 

By Mr. MCCLELLAND: Tliree petitions from citizeni of 
Michican and Indiana, for an appropriation to improve the 
harbor at New BuSUo, on Lalce Michigan. Also a petition 
from the common coancil of tlie viUage of Adrian, MieU- 
can, for a grant of a certain lot of ground therein mea- 
uoned. 

By Mr. SIMONS: The memorial of Jotin GoiUding and 
many citizeni of Stratford, Dei by, Milford, and Huntington, 
praying aa appropriation to Improra the mouth of the Hooa- 
atonic river, or Stratford harbor. 

By Mr. ORINNELL: The petition of Jamei Howland and 
othera for pUcin« buoyi in Buzzard*! bay. . 

By Mr. HUNGERFORU: The petition of inhabHaota of 
Oiwego and JeA'efioa countiea, New Vorlc, for completion 
of the juen at the month of Salmon river, Osvi ega county. 

By Mr. A. P. STONE: The memorial of James Russell and 
34S others, citizens of the State of Ohio, praying Congress 
to famish the said Rnisell with the means to build a national 
planetarinm in the city of Washington. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The memorial of Thomas J. Haider- 
man and 113 others, citizens of the .Mississippi valley, pray- 
ing that Congieii may, at as early a day as practicable, pass 
the bill of the House of RcpresenUtives, No. 71, entitlad A 
bill to amend an act entitled an act to provide for the better 
security of lives of passengers on board of steamboats, ap 
proved Julys, 183S: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. BUFFINOTON: The petition of Samuel Agncw 
and so othata, citizens of Butler, Pennsylvania, prayings 
redaction of postage. The petition of Irancis McKi^e and 
ST othera, citizana of Huntingdon and adjoining counties, 
praying a reduction of postage. Thf petition of Samuel 
Agnew and M others, citizens of Butler, Pennsylvania, re- 
monstiatinc againat Ou annexatiaB of Texaa. 

By Mr. ISAAC E. MORSE: The petition of A. B. McMil- 
lan: nfeirad to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr.IRVIN: The memorial of a large and resimc-taMo 
number of the citizens of Hantingdon and the adjoining 
eonnties «f reaasylvaais, is iitror «f a redaction of peat 
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Bjr Mr. ROBINSON: The petittoni frara cHizau of Onre- 
co eonaty, Naw York, prtruig Tor a flirthiir appropriation 
to improTS tlie harbor at Fort Ontario, New Yorlc; which 
war* labrred to the Comiqillaa of th* Whole on lio atate of 
the Union. 

Mr. WENTWOHTH called up four petition) from foar 
citiaena of Kendall countx, lUinoia, Geoige HoUenback, 
Oeorn B. Rollenback, and two othen, for damagea ini- 
tained in the Black Hawk war, and had them referred again 
to the Committee of Claimt. 

By Mr. FOSTER: the petition of S. P. Herron and othera, 
eitixene of Allechanr conntr, FennaTlrania, praving for the 
abolition of ilaTen in the Diatrict of Columbia. ' 

By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The petition ofeitixena of Cold 
Creek, Ohio, praying an appropriation for the improrement 
of the harbor of Sandoiky, Ohio. Petition of oltiaena of 
Sandnaky for an appropriation for the improvement of the 
harbor at Vermillion, Ohio; which wan referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MOSELET: The petition of Stephen Toric, of 
Clarence, New Yotk, for compenaatlon for property loat 
during Um late war with Oraat Britain. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of aundry eitiiaat of 
Mtoiaaippi and Arkanna, praying the erection of a military 
road Irom Helena, Arkanaaa, to the highland! in the Slate 
of Miaaiaaippi: rafencd to the Committee on Roada and 
Canala. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: The petiUon of ciUieni of Loakport, 
New York, for a grant of land to aid in extending the Wa- 
baah and Erie canaL The petiUon of citiieu of Lockport, 
New York, Ibr the rvpeal of all lawi legalizing ilavery, 
feo. 

By Mr. HUDSON: The petition of Samuel B. Hubbard 
and othan, of Holden, Maaaachnsetta, againat the annexation 
ofTezaa, 

HoDtB or RcPREtENTATIVM, 

January 28, 1845. 
Mr. Pratt of New York presented the memorial 
of Aaa Whitney, (a merchant of that State, who 
haa recently returned from China,) prayio|; for the 
appropriation of a certain portion of the public 
lands for constructing a railroad from Lake Mich- 
ifan through the Rocky mountains to the Oregon 
Territory, on the shores of the Pacific ocean. 

On presenting this memorial, Mr. P. remarked, 
that the subject was one of the most important char- 
acter — alike valuable and magnificent — well worthy 
of the attention and patronage of the American peo- 
ple. Now that the Oregon question is under dis- 
cussion in the halls of Congress, and indeed every- 
where throughout the whoM land — noto is emphat- 
ically the time for considering most seriously all 
the bearinn of an important project of this charac- 
ter. For the most extended commercial purposes — 
for the conTenienee and advantage of the whole 
Anerican people— and last, but not least, for the 
purpose of securing the American interests in the 
vast regions of Oi^on, and promoting the eapaci- 
tie* of our common country for warlixe defence as 
well as for all the advantages of peaceful intercourse 
between the people dwelling on the shores of the 
Atlantic and Facinc oceans, the project of facilitating 
the intereoorse by railroad and steam'power is one 
of the noblest to which the attention Oi otir fellow- 
citizens and the energies of ourgoTemment could now 
bedirected. Such avast lineofcommtmication, once 
completed, would prove an invaluable auxiliary in 
cementing the interests of our widely extended tei^ 
ritory — in extending the blessings of our free insti- 
tutions — in strengthening the fnendly bends which 
link together these States in one grand political cot>- 
federecy. And, in addition to all this, from the 
facilities which such a line of intercourse would 
afford — from the fact that, in furnishing a i^eet 
wtMerbf ptmagt beheetn Eva-ipe and China, it 
would consummate what Columbus and other 
navkators long sought to obtain — in addition to 
■U the foregoing considerations, he repeated, this 
Atlantic and Pwific railroad, managed with proper 
liberality, would soon become tkt kigkami qfnoHom. 
In eonelosioD, Mr. Pratt again invoked for the 
whole subject Uie earnest eonsideredbn of this 
House, and of the people at large— especially as 
this project contemplates the settlement of the coun- 
trr along the route, as the work upon the railroad 
advaaces in its progress towrards the Pacific ocean. 
After the remarks of~Col. Pratt, the memorial, on 
his motion, was referred to the Committee on Bail- 
roada and Canals. 

Ta Iht Senate mtd Hoiue qf R^etentatUiet qf the 
Unilti StaU$,in Caigrea atttmbUd. 
Your memorialist begs respectfully to represent 
to your honorable body, that, by riven, railroads, 
and canals, all the States east and north of the 
Potomac connect directly with the waters of the 
great lakes. That then is a chain of railroads in 
projection, and being built, from New York to the 
southern shores of Lake Michigan, crossing all the 
veins of comfflunication to the ocean, throo^ all the 
States soudi and east of the Ohio river, producing com- 
mercial, political, and nitiioiMl results and benefits, 



which must be seen and felt through all our vast 
confederacy. 

Your memorialist would further represent to your 
honorable body, that he has devoted much time and 
attention to the subject of a railroad from Lake Michi- 
gan through the Rocky mountains to the Pacificocean, 
and that he finds such a route practicable, the re- 
sults from which wou'd be incalculable — far beyond 
the imagination of roan to estimate. To the inte- 
rior of our wide-spread country, it would be as the 
heart is to the human body. It would, when all 
completed, cross all the mighty rivera and streams 
which wend their way to the ocean, through our 
vast and riub valleys, from Oregon to Maine^ — a 
distance of more than three thousand milea. 

The incalculable importance of such a chain of 
roada will readily be seen and appreciated by your 
honorable body. It would enable us, in the abort 
space of eight days (and perhaps less) to concen- 
trate all the forces of our vast country at any point 
from Maine to Or^on, in the interior or on the 
coast; such easy and rapid communication', with 
such facilities for exchanging the different products 
of the different parts, would bring all our immensely 
wide-spread population together as in one vast city 
— the moral and social effects of which must har- 
monize all together as one family, with but one in- 
tAeat — the general g6od of all. 

Your memorialist reapectAilly represents further 
to your honorable body, that the roads from New ■ 
^York to Lake Michigan, a distance of eight hun- 
*dred and forty miles, will no doubt be completed by 
the States through which they pass, or by private 
individuals. That from Lake Michigan to the 
mouth of the Columbia river on the Pacific, is two 
thousand one hundred and sixty miles — making 
from New York to the Pacific three thousand milea — 
and can be performed in eight dajra. From Co- 
lumbia river to the Sandwich Islands is two thousand 
one hundred mites — making from New York to the 
Sandwich Islands five thousand one hundred miles. 
From the Columbia river to Japan is five thousand 
six hundred miles — making from New York to Japan 
sight thousand six hundred miles. From Colum- 
bia river to Amoy, in China, (the port nearest to 
the tea and silk provinces,) is six diogsand 
two hundred miles — making from New York 
to Amoy only nine thousand two hundred 
milea; which, with a railroad to the Pacific, 
and thence to China by steamers, can be per- 
fooned in thirty days, being now a sailing distance 
of nearly seventeen thousand miles, ana requiring 
from one himdred to one hundred fifty days for its 
performance. Then the drills and sheetings of 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts, and 
other manufitctures of the United States, may be 
transported to China in thirty days; and the teas 
and rich silks of Chiiia, in exchange, come back to 
New Orieans, to Charleston, to Waahinston, to 
Baltimore, to Philadelphia, New York, and to Bos- 
ton, in thirty days more. 

Comment is unnecessary. Your honorable body 
will readily see the revolution to be wrought by this 
in the entire commerce of the world, and that this 
must inevitably be ila greatest channel — when the 
rich freif hta from the watera of the Mississippi and 
the Hudson will fill to overflowing, with the prod- 
ucts of all the earth, the store-houses of New York 
and New Orleans, the great marts dividing the com- 
merce of the world; while each State and every 
town in our vast confederacy would receive its just 
proportion of influence and benefits, compared with 
Its vicinity to, or facility to communicate with, any 
of the rivera, canals, or railroads crossed by this 
great rotyi. 

Your memorialist would respectfully represent to 
your honorable body, the poliucal importance of the 
project — that, affording a communication fVom 
Washington to the Columbia river in less than eight 
days, a naval depot, with a comparatively small na- 
vy, would command the Pacific, the South Atlantic 
and Indian oceans, and the Chinese seas. 

Your memoriahst begs respectfully to represent 
further to your honorable body, that he can see tto 
ways or means by which this great and important 
object can be accomplished for ages to come, except 
by a grant of a suflicient quantity of the public do- 
main; and your memorialist beheves that, from the 
proceeds of such a grant, he will be enabled to com- 
plete said road in a reasonable time, and at the same 
time settle this vast region of country, so lar as the 
limds may be found suited to cultivation, with an in- 
dustrious and frugal people; thus, in a comparatively 
abort space of time, accomplishing what would otb- 
erwias require ages, ud thus at once giving us 



the power of dictation to those who will not loo; 
remain satisfied without an attempt to dictate lo 
us. 

Our system of free eovenunent works so well, 
diffusing so mueh intuligenoa, dispenaing eqoal 
juatice, and insuring safiety to all, and produciif so 
much comfort and prospenty, ibatils inBHcnce most, 
like a mighty flood, sweep away all other ayatoia. 
But let us not flatter ounehrss that this overwhehs- 
ing current is not to meet resistance; for to us di- 
rectly will that resialancs be applied; and your b»- 
monalist believes that we must yet meet the despe- 
rate and final struggle which shall perpetuate oar 
system and religious and civil liberty. 

Your honorable body are aware of the over-popu- 
lation of Europe; and your memorialist would re- 
spectfully represent that, by the application of ma- 
cninery and its substitution for manual labor, the 
latter no longer receiver ila just or sufficient rewaid; 
and thousands, in the fear of starvation at home, 
are driven to our shores, hspiog, from oar 
wide-spread and fertile aoil, to find a rich reward 
for their labors. Many of them ignarant, and all in- 
experienced, having been herded together B 
huge numbera at home, dread separation, even from 
misery — fear the wilderness or the prairie, and le- 
ftise to leave the city. Their small means soon ex- 
hausted, they see abundance around them, afanoat 
without price; but that small price they can no longer 
pay. Necesiity plunges them into vise, and per- 
haps crime, and they become - burdensome to our 
citizens — all which evils are increasing to an alarm- 
ing extent; and your memorialist believes tbey must 
increase, unless there can be some great and impor- 
tant point in our interior to which such emigraiits 
can be attracted immediately on their landing, and 
where their little means, with their labor, can pur- 
chase lands, where they will escape the temptiog 
vices of our cities, and where they will have a hftme, 
and their labor from their own soil will prodooe, not 
only their daily bread, but, in time, an afilaenee of 
which they could never have dreamed in tfaeir na- 
tive land. 

Your memorialist believes that this road will 
be the ^reatand desirable point of attraction; that it 
will relieve our cities from a vast amount of misery, 
vice, crime, and taxation; that it will take the poor 
unfortunates to a land where they will be compelled 
to labor for a subsistence, and as they will soon find 
that their labor and efforts receive a just and suiS- 
cient reward, fbiding themseves surrounded with 
comfort and plenty, the reward of their own toil, 
their energies will kindle into a flame of ambitioB 
'and desire, and we shall be enabled to educate them 
to our system — to industry, prosperity, and virtue. 
■ . Your memorialist woula further respectfully rep- 
resent to your honorable body that, from an esti- 
mate as near accurate as can be made short of an 
actual survey, tlie cost of said road, to be built in a 
safe, good, and substantial manner, will be about 
||50,000,000; and as the road cannot, from the situ- 
ation of'the uninhabited country through which it 
will pass, earn anything, or but little, before its com- 
pletion; then a further sum will be required to keep 
It in operation, repura, Ac., of |(15,00U,000, nxdciog 
the total estimated cost of said road, when complete, 
the sum of |65,000,000. 

It may require some yeara before the earnings of 
said road, at the low rate of tolls necessary for iu 
complete success, can be much, if anything, beyond 
its current expenses for repain, &c; but after a 
comparatively short period oi yeara, and at the very 
lowest possible rate of toUa, it must earn more than 
ample for its repain and expenses. It would be 
the only channel for the commerce of all the 
western coast of Mexico and South America, of the 
Sandvirich Islands, Japan, all China, Manilla, Aus- 
tralia, Java, Singapore, Calcutta, and Bombay — not 
only all oun, but the commerce of all Europe, to 
the moat of these places, must pass this road. Your 
memorialist says muif, because the saving of time, 
so all-important to the merchant, firom the long and 
hazeu^ous voyage around either of the capea, would 
compel it; and in a few yean would be built np 
towns, cities, and villages, from the lake to the 
ocean, which would alone support the road. 

Being built from the public lands, the road should 
be free, except so far as sufficient for the necessary 
expenses of keeping it in operation, repairs, Ae., 
&c; and your memorialist believes that, at a very 
low rate of tolls, a sum would be gained sufficieot, 
after all current expenses, to make a handsome dis- 
tribution for public education; and asa part of the 
eainiogs of die road will be ftom foreign commerce. 
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'our memorialist begs raspectfiilly to submit tke 
ubiect to your wise coosideration. 

Your memorialist respectfuJIy further lepresenta 
» your honorable body-, that, from the knowledge 
ic can procure, he finds that the lands for a long 
listance eaat of the mountains are of little or no 
^alue for culture; that through and for some dis- 
EUQce beyond the mountains would also be of very 
ittle if any value; and therefore your memorialist ts 
aiiafied that it wiU require an entire tract of sixty 
oiletf in width^ from as near to Lake Michiran as 
he unapgropnated lands commence to the Pacific 
)cean. Therefore, in view of all the imporumt 
onaiderationa here set forth, your memorialist is 
nduced to pray that your honorable body will grant 
o himaelf, his heirs and assigns, such tract of land, 
be proceeds of which to be strictly and faiUifuUy 
q>pUed to the buildin? and completing the said road 
—always with such checks and guaranties to your 
Mnorable body as shall secure a faithful perform- 
mce of all the obligations and duties of your me- 
norialist; and that, aAer the faithful completion of 
his great work, should any lands remain unsold, 
my moneys due for lands, or any balance of mo- 
neys received for lands sold, and which have nm 
t>een required for the building of this road, then all 
wd every of them shall belong to your memorialist, 
his heirs and aligns forever. 

Your memorialist piays fiirther, that your honor- 
able body will order a survey of said route, to com- 
mence at some point to be fixed upon as most desira- 
ble, on the shores of Lake Michigan, between the 
4^ and 45Lh degrees of north latitude; thence west 
to the gap or pass in the mountains; and thence by 
the most practicable route to the Pacific ocean. 

Your memorialist would respectfully represent 
one further consideration to your honorable body- 
that, in hia opinion, Oregon must fast fill up with an 
industrious, enterprising people from our States, and 
that they will soon attract and draw to them people 
from the different States of Europe, all expecting to 
share in the benefits of our free government, claim- 
ing its care and protection; but the difficulty of ac- 
cess to them either by land or water will forbid such 
a hope. And your memorialist believes that the 
time is not far oistant when Oregon must become a 
State of such magnitude and importance as, unless 
this rapid mode of intercommunication ahall be 
employed in preserving the Union, to compel the 
establishment of a separate govemmentr— a sepa, 
rate nation, which will have cities, ports 
and harbors, all free, inviting all the nations of 
the ecuth to a free tmde with them, where they 
will control and monopolize the valuable fisheries of 
the Pacific, control tne coast trade of Mexico and 
South America, of Sandwich Islands, Japan, and 
all China, and be our most dangerous and successful 
rivals in the commerce of the world. But your 
memorialist believes that this road will unite them 
to us, enabling them to reeeive the protecting care of 
our government, sharing in its blessings, benefits, 
and prosperity, and imparting to us our share of the 
great benefits from their lo<^ position, enterprise, 
uid industry. But vour honorable body will see all 
this, and more; ana your memorialist, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. 

A. WHITNEY, 
Juraary 38, 1845. 

IN SENATE. 
Tmursdat, January 30. 1$4A. 

On motion. by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Chair was em- 
powereil to appoint anoUier member on the Committ4*e on 
Commerce, to fill the vacancy occaiioned by the withdrawal 
from the Senate of the late senator from New Vork. 

Mr. BATES |made a similar motion with reference to 
the TacincT on the Committee on PenaiODs: which was 
•Snedto. 

Mr, DICKINSON presented a remonstrance from sundry 
citixensof Skaneatelea. New York, against the annexalioa 
01 Texas to the Uniteil States: referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from sundry inhab* 
i^ts of AUeghuiy county, Maryland, urging'the necessity 
01 the occupation of the Or^on Territory, and of giving 
notice to the British eovemment fbr the termination of the 
joint occupation: or^red to lie on the table. 

Mr. WHITE presented the memorial of the board of man- 
H^n of the American Indian Missionary association. praying 
certain ameliorations in the laws regulating the Indian 
C0Qntry,aDdthatmeasiiresmaybetakenformore accurately 
awniag the boundary of that country: ordered to be 

u^' ""^ nfon^d to the Committee on Indian Afturt. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial from certain cit- 
izens and members of the bar of the county of Hamilton, 
Ohio, praying that the United States district and circuit 
coaru, DOW held at Columbus, may In future be held at 
Uocinnatl, Ohio: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
oiciarT. 

Mr. BERRIEN, fVom the Committer on the Judiciary, re- 
ported hick, wtthottt amendment, and with a rtoommenda- 



tion that it do pass, the lull from the House entitled "an act 
giving the Territories of Iowa and Wiiconsin jurisdiction 
over oRenccs commiltud in the Indian country within their 
borders " 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution for the relief oT 
Seth M. Leavenworth; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading, and the report made last session on this 
subjirct to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
made an adverse report on the bill for the relief of Uugh 
Wallace Woimley j which was ordered to be printed. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate adjourn, 
it adjourn till Monday next 

Mr. BAV\\RO, from tbu Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
pK)rtcd buck, without amendment, and -u-ith a recommfcuda- 
tion that it do pass, the joint resolution in relation to sus* 
pending the operation of the third section of the joint reso- 
lution of the last session, which requires that, before any 
expenditure of mone^ shall be made in constructing the 



navy-yard at Memphis, Tennessee, the assent of that State 
jcct. 



) bad to miu-cuse of the site srlected for that ob> 



Mr. MILLER; from the Committee on the District of Co- 
lombia, reported back, without amendment, the act to 
change the time of holding the district and criminal courts 
of the county of Washington, District of Columbia. 

The bill from the House entitled An act making appropria- 
tion for the payment of revolutionary and other peusioners 
of the United States for the year ending 30th June, IS46: 
and 

House bill entitled An act making appropriation for cer- 
tain fortifications of the United States (or Oie fiscal year be- 
ginning 1st July, 1845, and ending 30th June, 1846, w ere- 
read twice, ancfrcft'rrcd to the Committee on Finance; and 

The bill from the House making appropriations for the 
service of the Tost Office Department for the fiscal year 
ending SOth June, 1(*^I6, was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Tost Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. BAVARD, the previous order* of the 
day were postponed, and the Senate resumed the coniidera- 
tion of the bill supplementary to the act entitled An act to 

erovidefor the enlistment of boys in the naval service of the 
nitud States. 

On motion by Mr. B., the bill was amended so as to au- 
thorize and empower the commanders of vessels to exer- 
cise, in foreign ;>ort8 where there arc eo consuls, all the 
powers exerci»^rd by consuls in relation to the marines ol 
the United States. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous orders of the 
day were postponed, and the bill for thejelief of the legal 
rcpreseiitativcB of Jamcx Bell, deceased, was taken up Tor 
conHJderation, as iu committee of the whole. 

The bill was tlicn amended, on the motion of Mr. R., by 
striking out the words "legal representatives,** and insert- 
ing the names of the persons entitled to the benefit of the 
act. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the nreviout. orders 
of the day were postponed, and the Senate took up for con- 
sideration, as in committee of the whole, the bill relating to 
revenue cntters and steamers. The amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce liaving been agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate and ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 

ASSISTANT SURGEONS AND ASSISTANT PUR- 
SERS. 

On motion by Mr. BATARD, the Senate tonk up for con- 
sideration, as in committee of the whole, the bill authoriz- 
ing the appointment of assistant surgeons and assistant 
pursers in the navy. 

Mr. B. moved to amend the bill by adding at the end of 
the second section the following: 

"No person shall he appointed assistan t purser, whose 
age is less than twenty-one years, or more ttkan thirty-five 
years, and who shall not have been examiaed by three pur- 
sers, and found fully competent to keep a sot of books." 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not see the necessitr or pro- 
priety of disfranchising those who may t>e over toirty-nve. 
There aro many proper men over thirty-five. He <ud not 
like it, and would propose forty-five. 

Mr. BAYARD said ne did not mppose that Us honorable 
friend from Kentucky would ever t>ecome a caadidate for 
the distinguifhed position of assiRtant pnrser. If so, be 
should be sorry to see him excluded by the operation of 
this rule. It is proi>osed that there shall be a new class of 
assistant pursers, who shall enter service young, and from 
which class the pursers shall afterwards be appointed. The 

Sropriety of such a class will be found in the lact, that the 
uties of purserare severe sea duties, which required that 
persons when commencing a career of that kind should be 
young and rigorous, and capable of adapting thomselves to 
such service. 

It would be found that tho board established daring the 
administration of General Jackson to make regulations for 
the navy. Introduced in their regulations, and applied 
that principle to the pursers; and he could not see why it 
should not be applied to the assistant pursers. 

The adoption of this amendment was doing nothing more 
than prescribing the limitvtioB in the regulations for 
another class, established by this competent board of naval 
oftcers. It was appIifHl by them to the pursers themselves, 
and he could see no reason whv the rule would not be aju- 
dtcious one when applied to tae.new grade proposed to be 
raised. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the bill was ftirther amend- 
ed by adding the followingi 

Skc. 3. ^nd be itfurthrt ehccted. That no person shall be 
appointed a chaplain in the navy whose age exceeds thirty 
years, and who shall not be a clei^vman of liberal acquire- 
ments, in sound health, and in regular standing with the de- 
noroinatioo to which he belongs. His clerical qualifica- 
tions shall be established by teftliDOBialsih>m the &oulty of 
the Institution in which he was oducated, or from some reg- 
ular eoclasiasticat body with which he m connected, to- 
gether with the certificate of a chaplain in tho nary, to be 



desisfnated by the Secretary of the navy ; and the soundneaa 
of his health and constitution shall be established by the 
certificate of a surgeon in the navy. All chaplains shall 
perform at least three years sea semce before being order- 
ed to navy yards, receiving vessels, ornaval hospitals, or 
on any other duty on shore; and no chaplain who hasoot 
-performed at least three years sea scr%'ice shall be eatitlod 
to receive pay when on leave of absence, or waiting or- 
ders. Every chaplain, after having periormed five yean sea 
service, shall bo entitled te receive an addition of two hun- 
dred dollars to his pay. 

Sec. 4. ^nd be it further enacted. That when tho oflcee 
of chief of the bureau of construction, equipment, and re- 
pairs, and of chief of the bureau of provisions and clothing, 
shall be held by captains in the naval service, the salary of 
those officers shall be the same as that of the chief of the 
bureau of nav^r-yarda and docks, and in lieu of all other 
compensation in the naval service. 

There being no farther amendment, the bill was reported 
to the Senate. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he believed if the Senate rightp 
ly understood this bill, they would hesitate about making 
tnis addition to the naval service of the United SUtea. The 
bill itself was one that seemed to him to require a good 
deal of explanation. How was it that it had become neces- 
sary to add twelve pursers aad fiAcen assistant sui^eons to 
the number already in the service? And why was it that 
no man should be appointed a chaplain in the navy who 
was over thirty years of age? lie had no doubt that his 
friend [Mr. Bavasd] knew better than he did, how an ec- 
clesiastical authority of this kind ought to be exercised; but, 
in his judgment, If he was at all competent to decide, he 
should say that no man ought to become a chaplain until he 
was thirtv. The honable gentleman, however, took another 
view of tne question— that no man over thirty should take 
this office. He was really astonished at such a proposition 
as this; as much so as he was at tliis silent sort of mode of 
increasing thirty or forty in number the officers of the na- 
vy. He had no doubt the gentleman would be able to give 
some explanation upon this subject. For the present, he 
moved to lay the bill on the table. 

The notion being withdrawn for the purpose ofexplana* 
tion, 

Mr. BAYARD observed that tho senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. CaiTTEifDEN] ex^iressed very great siiqirise in relation 
to the provisions of this bill, and then confessed that he bad 
notstudied the subject. He (Mr. B.) was not at all sur- 
prised that the honorable seiutor should not be able to sus- 
tain his premises. That gentleman could scarcely sujmoso 
that this measure was got up as a mere matter of debate. 
If he hod turned to the report of the Secretary of the Navy. 
he would have seen that the attention of the President and 
Congress was drawn to the necessity of this increase Jn 
the naval service. The committee had made inquiries, and 
had called upon the pro]>er authority for a specification of 
these wants. They required that information, as to the na- 
ture of these wants, in order that they might act under^ 
standingly upon this subject; and forthe necessity of those 
additions, they had the anthority ofa board of naval officers, 
vrtio had t)een convened for the express purpose of making 
regulations for the navy. The, gentleman [Mr. Cbittch- 
OEfc] had expressed much astonisbBcnt at a matter which 
he seemed to regard as very strange— the provif ion relating 
to chaplains. Tho strangeness was in his conception of the 
matter — pot in the matter itself. It was a reguhtion prepared 
oaderthe auspices of the Secretary of the Navy, with the as* 
sent of a moat respectable board of officers, that no person 
shall be appointed chaplain in the navy who shall not be reg* 
nlarly ordained, of Utteral education, of unimpeachable 
moral chaiicter, of sound health, and not exceeding thirty 
yean of age." The gentlemen who composed the boom 
were quite as competent to Jndffe of the propriety and ml 
cessity of this arrangement as either the Senate or the com| 
mittee. Those who had heretofore been there, were many 
of tiiem little better than pensioners. Old men were placeid 
in a service which required a strong and vigorous constitu- 
tion, great fomlliaritv with the character of the sailor, and 
some training in early life, in order to be qualified for the 
service at alT Old men who had never been to sea were 
put in a service which they were not able to perform, and 
then allowed loave of absence on $800 a year. No such per- 
sons were wanted in the navy. They required men who 
were capable of doing duty. So ikr as clerical education 
was concerned, let himiisay, a clergyman did not learn 
much after thirty years of age. 

It surely did not require thirty years to become acquaint- 
ed with the fundamenieal principles of the christian system. 
A clergyman 'did not grow better by age, like an old cask of 
Madeira wine. He did not improve in knowledge, like the 
suigeon. liiere was an apparent propriety, therefore, in 
this arrangement 

He, (Mr. B..) if he had not seen the propriety himself, 
would have been perfectly satisfied to rely upon the judg- 
ment of the board of officers who had examined this subject. 
He had in his pocket a letter fh>m amost respectable cler^ 
gym an, which took precisely the same view that he did. 
Ha would read a passage from it [Here Mr. B. read an 
extract from a letter, stating that it had been ascertained, by 
experience, that very few chaplains who had entered tiio 
navy, after the age of thirty, had acquired those hab- 
its which were necessary to the proper discharge of their 
duty; and that, as a further evidence of the necessity of 
some restriction of this kind, there had been In the nevy 
three ctiaplBins, who were appointed after they were slxtr 
rears of age; and, so far as tne exocntlve was concerned, 
be aig^t as weU appointed the dead.] 

It was a well estabUshed fiict, then, that the service want- 
ed none but efficient men, if It was possible to obtain such 
men by any limitation of law ; and to show the necessity of 
the increase proposed in the bill, he would read a short ex- 
tract from the report of the Secretary of the Nary. 

"An increase of the number of pun ers and lurgeona Is re- 
spectfully recommended. The numberof the former is not 
sufficient to relieve the commanding officers from the ne- 
cessity of performing the duties of purser. For this they 
are not compensated] the duties are not professional, and 
they are sometimes iuTolTed in apparent de&leations, for 
w%p( of koowledf e of accoiMtt* and of the required fona4 
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of TDuchen. The dntiM of ditboning sOecr pUcn the 
oommandar In •ocharelttion toth* craw u to aA'ect in- 
Janoiuly tlH> discipline of the ship. If proTiaion ehkll be 
mtdefortheinenueofthe namberordubuningoflccnivr 
the naTjr, u ia eerneetly reeammended, it may be elTected 
with more economy, >nd With fnu edrentage, by en- 
thorixinc the eppeinttnent of asaittant pursers, at a small 
•alary. Twelve such officers might be employed with 
great adttiUage in the amali Teasels in commission. They 
would acquire an accurate knowledge of their luties, and 
constitute a class Itom which promotions to the more im- 
portant and responsible office of purser might be adtanta- 
geooslrmad*. In the British naTal service, the nnployment 
of clerks in charge, in the smaller vesselsi doing the duty of 
purser, has been approTed, altar leng uperience." 

And again, with regard to surgeons: 

"The number of surgeons and assistants Is found to be be- 
low the wants of the service. The Oregon had to proceed 
to sea recently with a citizen surgeon, and the voluntary 
but reluctant resignation of several passed assistant sur- 
geons of gnat merit shows that the duties required of those 
]■ service ara greater than they Ought to be subjeotbd ti»." 

00 much for the report of the SeCtelary df t&e NaVy, in 
which he earnestly recommends the appointment of these 
oOeers. But the oo'mmlttee were not satisfied with that 
general statement They required a particular explanation 
of the wants of the service; and, upon application to the 
department, the following exhibition was mmished, dated 
January 9, IMA. It transmits the names of the olUc«:rs, and 
astatement of the vessels for which pursers are required. 
IJpon looking over this list, which was very full ana com- 
plete, he found not less than ten vessels in which the duties 
of purser were performed by the commanding officer. The 
names of the vessels were given in the list. It was lni|>o- 
•Ittg upon the commanding officer it a ship to compel bim 
to prrienn the duties of his own station and also the duties 
«r pnnet. The committee, alter considering this detailed 
•iposition ottbe case, came to the conclusion that there 
was a necaealty for an addition of twelve pursers to the na- 
vy, and thay accordingly reported this provision. In re- 
gard to the soneons, there was • detailed stalameni iVom 
tae bureau ofsurgery and medicine, showing precisely 
what the wants ol that branch of service wer«. In that 
statement, tha chief of the burvan, Dn Harris, shows an 

S parent necaasity for twcntjr-tve auistant surgeons; bat 
e coaunittea were not willing to go beyond afleeu. It 
was, therefor*, not unadvisedly, or without oonsidaratlon of 
the whole subject in all its bearings, that the committee 
had come to this conclusion— a conclusion founded upon 
the expressed opinion of the proper bureau of the depart- 
ment, and of the secretary himsetf, who was at the head at 
the department 

Mr. CRITT£NDEN said that the hanorablc senator had 
Aimished the Senate with a sort af explanation of the sub- 
[act which rendered the bill lesa aatisbctBry than it wai 
before, by his admiasioa of a fow simple facts. He had ia- 
ferraed the Senate that he was brought to the r^nclusion 
that as addition of Mlsan surgeons and twelve pursers was 
aaoessaiy i and y«t he had not said • word about tha mai- 
bernow la tha servica- Now, be, (Mr. C-) had a book 
which ••■ilained the number. There ware alxty-nlnesup- 
gaaa* in the service: and yat tha Oregon was ObUgad le 
■all without an oAcial surgeon! What Md beceme of the 
sixty-nlna, when the Oregon was about la aadt Had we 
sixty -nine ihipe at sea, or one half that number at any one 
timet Had we ever at sea at one time anything like the 
number of veaeela that We have of surgeons in &enavy7 
If we had a hundred and SAy surgeons it might still be that 
• vessel might be compelled to sail without a surgeon- 
There are already in the service sixty-nine surgeons, and 
aizty4evea pursers. Why sixty-nine surgeons, and sixty 
seven pursers could not supply the wants of a imvy that 
was never under commission at one time, to anything like 
that number of vessels, was a mattar, he thought, upon 
which aeme explanation was needed— and he did not believe 
that any satisiiaotory explanation could be given. In 
his opinion the increase proposed was not necessary— 
unless. Indeed, it was neceesaiy to have such a number of 
officers as wotild enable the honorable gentleman [Mr. Bat- 
aaoj without the least inconvenience to any of those offi- 
cers, to require Ihalr services at sea- He (Mr. C.) knew 
vary well that these surgeons were not only necessary on 
board ol ships, but on stations ashore; but it seemed to him 
that there was already an adequate supply in the service for 
allslatioaa. Could the gentleman state how many stations 
there were on shore In want of surgeons? For sea serviee 
then were enough, and inlnitely more than enough; and, 
for all he knew to the contrary, there were enough, and 
more than enough, both of pnraers and surgeons, for all our 
naval stations besides. It seemed to him to be no very light 
matter to require Congress to increase at oime the number 
of our officers at this rate, by a proviaion of the bill, which 
would soon, if we were to go on in Uie same way, encum- 
ber the Navy Department The other provision was one 
of leu conseouence— as to tha age of the chaplain Still he 
was for from being satisted with the explaoatfon which the 
honorable senator had given on this subject; and he almost 
feared to ask for any Ibrther explanatfon, for ha was a little 
surprjaed to Snd that tha honorable gentleman seemed to 
have a little personal feeling when he rose — rather choosing 
to ascribe the doubt of the propriety of this measure to ig- 
norance on his (.Mr. C.'s) part, than to any omissioa on his 
own. 

His (Mr. C's) sunrise could only originate bom his igno- 
rance; and then followed a sort of axplamtion which the 
the honorable gentleman made to enlighten him on the 
subjeot The argoment of the gentleman was very stiange, 
though perfaapa ft might l>e right But as ha (Mr. C.) was 
no meUphysians, he did not go very deeply Into the matter. 
Perhaps the true state of the case was, that he did not right- 
ly appreciate the argument of the honorabla gentleman- He 
[Mr. Biraaol said that the reason for making his liaiitation 
m rMurd to the age of clergymen, was directly the reverse 
of what it was In regard to all other profossions— for in- 
stance, that of a senator. Now, the hononble senator must 
be at least thirty yean old. He wsa obliged to be that be- 
fore he became a member of the Senate; but no man could 
be appointed chaplain in the uvy, mdess he be lass than 
thirty. The NUMB was, that it was right enough to select 



the honorable senator and himself, afltr they were thirty 
years of age. They go on improving in experieuce; but 
the preacher stops short. There is an impassable llue in 
the way of hiB improvement By thirty years, he has 
reached the full amount of knowledge and experience. He 
can never improve after that Not at all. Alter that, he 
becomes like an old cask that is perfectly useless— a cask 
that wont hold wine, or anything else. 

And this was the argument with which he was enlighten- 
ed on this subject! 

He did not Know why the clergyman might not improve 
alter the age of thirty— why the Christian, as well as the 
infldel. mii^ht not iraprete. There was nO rvasonforit; 
UorColild he see soy reason why they should be examined, 
like raw recruits, and qualified for the otflce by being under 
thirty years of ago, and perfectly sounJ raen. He did not 
care from what authority such a recommendation as this 
came. He spoke it without intending any disrespect, or 
any disparagement tb the board of officers or others; but so 
|ar as he could Judge for himself, no authority should con- 
trol him upon this subject There cohld be no reason for 
excluding nikn who had attained the age of thirty. His 
i^hdle expetieucs had been tb the contiary ; and if he were 
compelled to make airy exceptions on the score of age, it 
would he in favor of those woo had attained that, or more 
than the age of thirty. He should think the veneration 
which age would give to the character of the clergyman 
would be an additional recommendation. He sliouM think 
the respect which is natural for years, and a venerable and 
digujfied deportment, would have its influence on the minds 
of^the sailors— amuch greater and a much better influence 
than the bearing of one of your juvenile clergy, who is as 
much in danger of foiling into the habits of sajlers as sail- 
ors are ol becoming pious or imbibing religious notions. 
Nrt—he Was foroo provision of this sort. 

There was another objectionable restrictibn, tbb. 
The clergyman must be a man of liberal education. HoW 
much education was necessary to make up a liberal educa- 
tion? He knew many a backwoods preacher who was a 
thousand times bettor fitted for the olnce, though possessed 
of very little booh leamittg, than many men of mora liberal 
edUcatlbb. There was a groat deal requisite to qualify a 
man to be a chaplain. He mtist be under thirty years old, 
of liberal education, and, above all, sound; just as if he 
were a foot soldier, about to be enlisted. Now. while be 
thought he could trust to the discretion of the officer of the 
department, not to appoint men decrapid from old age, or 
incompetent to peiform their duties irom disease, he saw 
no reason why a chaplain should be required to be sound — 
absolutely sound in body or health- There were many con- 
ditions df life, ^removed from a perfect state of health, 
which would not at all disqualify him for performing bis du- 
ties. He (Mr. C.) feired, also, that an interpratation could 
be given to the words liberal education, which, as used in 
the DID, would have the efiect of excluding many a compe- 
tent and meritorious man. No man would like to feel him- 
self unqualified. A great many of the worthiest clergy— (and 
he happened to know many worthy people of that class,} 
who wbre not remarkably well educated, ahd yet who had 
as much education aa fitted them for the discharge of all 
their religious duties— would be excluded under this pro- 
vision about *1iberal education." Could not this thing^ be 
cdmmitted to the executive officer of the government? why 
does the Secretary of the Navy so anxiously solicit the con- 
trol of Congrau on these matters? Why does he solicit it to 
control his opinion? Why does he desire it to forbid any 
man over thirty years of age from being appointed chaplain? 
Why forbid any man unless he have a liberal education? 
Anu why exclude any man that is not perfectly sound? If, 
in his discretion, it oe necessary, where is- tne use of any 
further control? If this sort of descriptio peratmte is to be at- 
tached to an offloer of the navy— if the chaplain is to be un- 
der thirty, liberally educated, and sound, ought not the Re- 
corder of the l.and Office to be the same? In legislating up- 
on natters of this kind, it was necessary to trust to the dis- 
cretion of the officer under whose control these appoint- 
neuts ara made, and to all the varying circumstances. The' 
question was a very delicate one, whether, by law, we shall 
interpose a rule against those who may be just as competent 
for the station from which they are excluded, as those who, 
under the provision, ara considered qualified. 

These were the views which constrained him to oppose 
the bill- He saw no necessity for the appointibent of addi- 
tional surgeons and pursers, oor any reason for making 
these exclusions in regard to the ohaplains- 

On moUon of Mr. MERRICK, the bill was then laid on the 
table for the present. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Printing, reportud 
a resolution to print 10,0M copies extra, and the usual quan- 
tity of the report of the Commissioner of Pstents. 

Mr. ASHLEY remarked that there was no public document 
yet printed by order of Congress, which concerned the ag- 
ricultural interests of the country. This wss the only doc- 
ument which treated of that (interest It was one of great 
importance to the agriculturist; and he would therefore 
Hurra to bmend the report of the Committee on Printing, so 
aa to increase the quantity to 30,0)10 copies, in justice to the 
mass of the community. 

Mr. SI.MMONS said the committee regarded tha docu- 
ment as one of grtat importance to the agricultural inter- 
est; they had therefore Increased the quantity from 6,000 to 
1A,000 copies. Ho was satisfied that there was no docu- 
ment printed which gives so general satislaotion to the ag- 
ricultural portion of the country, as this document from the 
Patent Office. Tbe committee therefore unanimously 
agreed to print 10,000 copies. A great number of this doc- 
ument was required to sstisfy the demsnd. He should not 
therefore object to the amendment 

Mr, PHELPS remarked that there was a great portion of 
the report which did not require to be printed at all. The 
commissioner recommends that, in printing the extra co- 
pies, that part showing a list of the patents expired and re- 
newed should be excluded. He therefore proposed so to 
modify the amendment 

Mr. SIMMONS said ha supposed that tbe same course 
would be obaerved in printing thia report as had been hera- 
tofere. 

The proposition was, on tha suggestion of Mr. TAPPAN, 
so amended as to allow, of the 30,000, SOO copies to tbe com 
mlssioner, 
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The aropesition, as ftns ameMed, Was a|;reedta. 

Mr. BAY ABO reported back flem the CoMmlltee en Na- 
tal Affairs a bill for the relief of Nathaniel FhiU^; wUck 
was read twice. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatiVaa of Jaata 
Bell, deceased, was read a tUrd time and pessM. 

Mr.MOREHEADgave notice that onMtmday liettoali 
ask leave to introduce a resolution to amend the jeiot teas' 
lution in relation to the collection ofcertain st at ist ic a l isfor- 
mation. 

POST OFFICE REFORM. 

The general orders having been called, the onfinished 
bnsiness ef yestesday was resumed, being tbe further con- 
sideration, as In committee ef tb* whole, of the bill to rtdacs 
the rates of postage, to limit the use and eorrect tlM aha* 
of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of bsode m 
the revenueaof tbe Post Office Department 

Tbe CHAIR atated that the pending question was on the 
motion of the senator frbm Alabama [Mr. Bicav] to siriks 

outtheOths ...^- • 

frahking . . _ 

delegates from Territopes, 

n6t exceeding two ounces M fumishM to each daily dniiig 
each session of Congress. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to perfect the sectlen before tha 
question on striking out was put, by inserting after IM 
words "each memberof Congress and delegate from a Tw- 
rltory.» the words "and the «erk of the House of Kepre- 
tentaUves and Secretary of the Seaate," The object was Is 
extend the free coven to those officen. 

Tbe amendment was adopted. 

Tbe question then recurred on Mr. Baobv^s notion la 
strike out the sectinn. 

Mr. JARNAOIN Celt somewhat embairasaed aa to votiig 
on this motion, and therefore wished to be iaforeacd by tW 
senatdt from Alabama whether it was his purpoce, in oaa 
thb motion ihotald pietail, tb foDow It up by any snbsb. 
tutfetoUl the chasm? He made thttUiqiiiry, becahse ha 
Was perfoctly satisfied that it was absurd to talk,ef Mb pes!' 
ageiifthelrankiag privilege Was not to be got clear ef>» 
together. If It w as intended to oflera substitute to retsis 
the franking privilege, as it now exists, he would prefri the 
modification as the section provides, and should ihnrtutt 
vote against the motion. But if the Intentioia waauds 
away with the frahking privilfege, it should ba*e bis sap- 
port. 

Mh BACifiY did not wish to be misunderstood, tie Ui 
stated yesterday that he was in favor of retainiiig, ao foras 
members of Congress were concerned, the f fc an a J B g pv-vi- 
lege, as it now existed, properly iroarded against abuse; bat 
tbe senator from Tennessee Would observe, on turning tt 
the Mb section of the bill, that tbe question which be was 
anxious to test would come up dlreMly upon the motioaks 
(Mr. BiGBT) should submit, in case the »th aectioiiwss 
struck out It was his intentioU to move to amend tbe £&i 
•ectilin, by inserting tn axception, (against the total reptal 
Hfall law* heretofore conferring the iranking privilege.) i> 
fovorofmembenof Congresa. On that queatioa tbe •rae 
tor from Tonnessee weofi have an epporlnnily to vou ■ 
accordance to his wishes. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that, from Ume to time, ^ 



laws had been passed^nfetting the ftanking prrTilegc; and 
- ~ of wools I 



that to save tavabl* and the moltipUcatien 
cessarily, the ceeunittee thought the sborteat way was u 
insert this section repealing the whole of thcee laws. 9s 
much of the franking privilege as it was proposed to rrtaia 
was reconferred in the subsequent sections of tbe hdl 
TheeOectofthis amendment would simply be toes 



from repeal the laws which confer the banking privilrga 
on memDers of Congress— letting all other laws re l a tin g to 
the flranking privilege be rt^pealed. 

Mr. PHECI^ was satisfied that, wHhoat any otfaernMdi. 
fication ol tbe bill as it came from the conuauttee than the 
men striking out of the Sth section, the measun weaH 
foil of giving satisiitction to tbe country. Tbe frankiag 
privilege was one of benefit to tbe constitueiicy of mrw- 
bera 01 Congress, and not of mere penenal fovor te Iks 
membera themselves. He doubted ex ceedin gly if any 
member of Congress practieally found it advantageoes, 
the great advantage 01 tbe privilege enured tobisoonstn- 
uents, and not to him. 

It was his misfortune to dUfor widely and radically bosi 
the committee whkh reported thi* bill, in relatioo to its 
probable elTerts. He felt assured that the redociias o( 

JKMtage proposed would not meet the public expectatioD. Itr 
loubtod exceedingly, if that reduction would bring into tks 
mail any increase of correspondence. 

The reform proposed wa* not radk:al eiion|^ to c*ci 
anything. The main souree of tbe evils complaraed ef wss 
left untouched. The expenditures of the departmeat sboaM 
be contracted and economiied. Faying $300 per ndla sa 
routes upon which the service onght to be performed for 
half that amount, or at least two-thirds of it, snil OB eidu» 
TV msil stsge routes, paying double the rates of cooliacts 
that were necessary, was the main source of enbenssB. 
ment to the department The bill proponed do refoia af 
those matten. 

The public had been led to expect a great refom in r» 
apect to the ratea of postage. What did it amount to is 
the proviaiona of this bill? On the great tboroughtus 
Irom New York to Albany, the rate of postage tor siigk 
letten at present is I3| cents. The biU propose* rednciac 
it to 10 cents. Did any gentleman think a lednction of l) 
cents would either satisfy public expectation a* to ihsi 
route, or have the least possible elfect in suppreasing pri- 
vate or public expresses competing with tbe deparlnseaii* 
In spite of all the penal enactments that oenld be devised, 
so long as private expresses would carry single letters tm 
6 cents while the government charged 10, penal laws wonii 
be disregarded, and tbe expresses wouM flourish and t* 
sustained by public sentiment He disapproved of tbe faiO. 
then, because it was not radical enough to eflact aay object 
or importance. However h* might regret the foilure of iha 
measure, he felt assured that it wouM be a failure; and tbsl. 
if it go into ellect with Its proposed rates of postage, and tU 
abolition of the frankiiig privueg* of membcis of Coagt«u 
the country will appealto Congress for lU nviaioi^ ud iar 
the restoration of this franking privilege. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that, la defenoce to th* i 
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ilikhbe did not with to weary with a npatition or hi« ar- 
lumentj, ho would reCniin from reply, and lubmitthe ques- 
ion to the vole. 

The quQstioa was then taken on atriking cot the ninth 
eetion, and decided in the aiflrmalite— yeaa 37, naya 17, aa 
jllowi: 

TEAS— Maan*. Allen, Ashley, Athettan,Bagb]r, Barrow, 
tenton, Berrien, Breeie, Bnchanan, Clayton, Dix, Dickin- 
on, Fairfield, Foster, Haywood, Hunfjngton, Jamagin, 
««is, Miller, Nlles, Phelpa, Porter, gemple, Sturgeon, 
*appan, Upham, and Walker— 37. 

NAYS— Meatra. Atchison, Batea, Colqnltt, Crittenden, 
tarton, F.Tann, Francis, Hannegan, Huger, Mangum, Mep> 
ick, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, White, Woodbridge, and 
troodbnry— 17. 

Mr. BAOB V now mored to amend the fillh section (that 
rhich repeals all laws conferring the fVanking pivilege) by 
lemptiog from repeal the franking priviiege now enjoyed 
J members of Congress, delegates from Territories, the 
tesiding officers of both Houses of Congress, the clerk of 
be House of Representatives, and the secretary of the 
enate. 

Mr. MERRICK wished, while the senator was preparing 
is amendment in writing, to move an amendment in the 7tE 
Ktion, which was to the effect of confining the franking 
rivilege reserved to the President, Vice Preiident, Secre. 
tries of the executive departments. Postmaster Oeneral, and 
.ttoraey Oeneral, to "letters and packages in relation to 
leirotncial duties," and to strikeout "eit-Prasidents, ex- 
'ice Presidents, and widows of Presidents of the United 
tales;'* but withheld it, Mr. Bagbt declining to suspend bis 
lOtion. 

The exact effect of Mr. Bioav's notion to amend the Mh 
iction, waa then explained by both Mr. Maaaica and Mr. 
tOBT, to be, that all the biws conferring the franking priv- 
ge would be repealed except those in relation to the priTl- 
ge to members of Congress, Delegates from Territories, 
^hcclerkofthe Honse of ReprasentaUTes,aad secretary 
rthe Senate. 

Mr. WHITE had been waiting for aom« time in axpecta- 
on that some reason would be advanc<Ml why the franking 
rivilege as it now exists should be retained by members of 
oagress, and taken away from a most deserving and re- 
iectal>le clasa of official persons to whom it waa of great 
]blic importance it should be coBtinoad. He alluded to 
le deputy postmaatera. 
.Mr. F08Tr.R said the bill did not do that 
Mr. WHITE. By the bill, the deputyhwstnaaten will bo 
>liged to endorse on their letters "post-office bnaineas;'* 
Id that will restriet them from all the privilege thev now 
Ooy, which in many Instances is the only or chief i«Bn- 
.■lation they receive for the perfonnaoce of their dntiea. 
esides, they might have to answer letters ofiBauify touch- 
g many public natters of information in their neighbor- 
wd, and cannot afford to do it at their own expense. 
Mr. FOSTER. Well, nake a motion to amend to that el^ 
et 

Mr. WHITE. A question not eaaily answered might 
ise ns to what was "official busineas." Some would con- 
nie it one way, aome another; and it would In the end 
mpt evasions, and avileonaequencM, which might better 
'. avoided by continuing the privilege to the deputy post- 
sstets. 

Mr. W. argnad at great length, and with gtaat anxiety, in 
ror of retaining the Ihuilung privilege to deputy post- 
uters. 

Mr. MERRICK aasnred tk« senator that thapaading qnea- 
>n related to one subject, and his argument to another, 
bequeation at iaaua related to the continiunce of the 
mking privilege to nembers of Congress. When the 
otionof the bill relating to deputy nostmastera came up 
e senator could try any amendment ne thought proper. 
Mr. BAOB V pointed out the incongruity of nixing up a 
Mlion about deputy poatmaatera with a aubjeet oiatinot 
Its proposition. 

Thesubject waa fnrlher debated at great length, particn- 
rly in relation totheproprlety of abolishing the franking 
iTilege altogether for the soke of giving cheap postage in 
> most advantageous terms to the public, by Messrs. 
CSV, fircHARAif, Mesbick, and White: Messrs. Buch«- 
n and Mebricr being in favor of doing away with the 
idUng privilege altogether; Mr. Bagbv In favor of retain- 
r it to members of Congress for the benefit of their con* 
toents; and Mr. White in favor of continuing it to depu- 
postmastera aa well as to members of Congress. 
Vnding the arguments ior and against these proposi- 
os, the further conaideration of the bill waa postponed, 

rhe Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF RF.PRESENTATIVXS. 
THUBsoAr, January 30, I84S. 
rhe journal having t>een rvad, 

1r ROBERT S.mIth gave notice that he would on to- 
rrow, or some day soon thereafter, ask leave to introduce 
ill providing that the Secretary of State Ehall cause all 
s and resolutions of a public nature passed by Congress, 
)? published in a number of public newspapers, not ex- 
ding one in the District of Columbia, and in not more 
n three in each of the several States and Territories of the 
ited Statesiand in like mannerall public treaties ratified 
Ihe United States. 

he notice requiring the unanimous conaent of Ihe House, 
Ir. HOPKINS objected, and said that such a law was al- 
ly In force. 

Ir. ROBERT SMITH said that that law was re|>ealed in 
I, and asked for the reading of the act repealing it. 
bjections being still made, 

Ir. ROBERT SMITH moved a suapensionof the mles; 
ieh motion waa negatived. 

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS. 

Ir. HENLEY asked leave to report the following reao- 
on from the Committee on Patents: 
ttolrtd, That twenty-five thousand copies of Ihe report 
he Commiaaioner of Patents, without Ihe llat of patenta 
ited or expired, and thr«« thouaand extra copiea of the 
lie report, ne printed. 



Ohjaetions being made, 

Mr. HENLEY ifioved to auspend Qie rules. 

Mr. WELLER desired to know if this was not the same 
i«port that waa referred to the Committee on Fatenta last 
nighL 

Mr. HENLEY replied in the afflimative, and said that tha 
resolution he now offered to print it oama from that Com 
mittee. 

Some further conversation followed; when 

The question was put on suspending the rules, and result- 
ed in ayes 7a, noes 14. 

No quorum voting, tellers were ordered, and the vote be- 
ing again taken, the question was decided in the affirmative: 
ayes Wl, noes 19. 

Mr. WELLER moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out 39,0011, and inserting I3,0«0. Mr. W. said that l»,oaO 
copies would be amply sufficient to supply the demand (or 
this document. It was a very voluminous one, and would 
require some time to set it up. The number printed last ses* 
sion of the same document was only 1A,000. 

Mr. HENLEY hoped the ameiidTKent proposed by the 
gentleman from Ohio would not prevail. Of the vast amount 
of printing done by CongreMS, this was about the only docu- 
ment in which the egriruiturlsts and mechanics felt really 
interested. He would give a synopnis or sort of index of 
the oonteiita of the report. Besides the usual account of 
the operations of the Patent Office, the list of patents issued 
and expired, recelpta and expenditures, tic., it contains sev- 
eral interesting papers relating to the electro-magnetic tele- 
graph, anil the newly Invented electro-magnetic machine 
of Dr. Page; a description of unbumt brickj mode of ditch- 
ing; wooden railroads; reports of the examiners of patents 
on the progress of the arts and sciences; a notice of the de- 
cisions reipecting the extension of patenta;theclaims issued 
during the past year; the agricultural report, which, besides 
the usual statistics of the crops, 8tc., contains an able com- 
munication on the Hessian fly, and an account of other in- 
seots that allect the wheat crop; an account of the varie- 
ties of wheat and modes of husbandry, &c.; numerous valu- 
able papers on corn, hemp, flax, tec.; an analysis of the 
different grains, showing their adaptation to d^erent ptir- 
poses; a review and condensed statement of the potato dis- 
ease, with preventives which have been thought to he 
most successful; on the culture of tobacco; means to obvi- 
ate the over-prodootlon of cotton, and modes to increase its 
conaumptiom analysis of rice; remarks on the production of 
silk, mode of producing white sugar from maple; additional 
notices of the manufacture of cornstalk sugar, and methods of 
obviating the principal difficulties hitherto attending that 
manufacture; a new mode of producing sugar from pota- 
toea, aa pnctiaed in England: account of madder, cultiva- 
tion, kc., also of other new products; extracts from Von 
Thalr^ celebrated Princlplea of Agriculture; on the lee<ling 
of stock, and the manufacturv of the carcasaea of cattle 
end sheep into tallow; manures; markets, home andfor> 
eign, Sec. 

This (said Mr. H ) was the character of tha report Ita 
contents are upon subjects mainly connected with the in- 
terests of the laboring classes of the country; and it is re- 
marltable that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WaLLca] 
shaold intetpoae an objection to the printing of thia particu- 
lar paper, wnilat ha has remained perfectly silent wnile we 
have been ordering the printing of immense piles of docu- 
ments that are never read by anybody, and never ought to 
be. Mr. H. aaid this resort, on account of ita peculiar char- 
acter, was more eagerly sought alter by the people than 
any and all other matter printed by Congreaa. He waa 
himself in favor of a much larger number, and had agreed 
to the resolution as reported, because he feared a greater 
number would be lost He honed the amendment would 
not be adopted, and that twenty-nve thousand would be the 
number agreed to. He deaired a large number for distribu- 
tion among his constituents. He had already received varl- 
ous orders for them from diflerent parts of his disMct; and 
he was assured by many around him that the demand waa 
verv general. He was seldom in favor of the propositions 
made Tor printing; and in this case his vote for the largest 
number proposed was in violation of a generel rule. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved the previous question; undi>r the 
operation of which the amendment waa rejected; and the 
resolution waa agreed to. 

Mr. HENLEY then moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the reaolution waa adopted; and, in taking the qnea- 
tlon, the reconsideration waa rejected. 

Mr. HARDIN moved to suspend the mles, for the House 
to resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the bill 
to reduce the rates of postage. 

The SPEAKER said the question wonld be put on sus- 
pending the mlea. The gentleman was aware he could not 
now dnlgnate any particular bill for the committee to act 
on. , 

The question waa put on Mr. HuaoiR's motion; and. It be- 
ing carried, 

The House resolved itselfinto Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union — Mr. Welleb of Ohio in the chair. 

The CHAIR stated that the business before the committee 
was the bill providing for extending the jurisdiction of the 
United States over the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. HARDIN asked the gentleman to yield him the floor, 
to enable him to move to lay the bill aside, and take up the 
bill to reduce the ratea of postage. 

Mr. THOMPSON declined assenting to the gentleman's 
request, and observed that he would prefer finishing, the 
subj ect the committee was then en. 

NIr. T. said that, considering the importance of the sub- 
ject, and the momentous consequences with which it was 
fraught to the government of the United States, he would 
have boen better pleased if those who intended to optiose 
this bill had fitvt obtained the fioor, and explained the 
grounds of their opposition. It had been claimed by some 
Uiat this Oregon qnention was a northern one, and that it 
had Ihllen into the peculiar guardianship of northern men. 
He denied it The North was no more interested in it than 
the South. The only question was, is tills territory ours? 
and can we take possession of it consistently with our trea- 
ty obligations? If it was a part of our country, it waa aa 
much a southern question as it was a notthani qneation. 
^^re had twen rather an unfair insinuation f^m a certain 
quarter of the Houae that we akouU hear nothing from the 
I cMcative on tha rabject of Oiagon until tha Taxaa bill 



passed the genate. Now, he considered the Texas and Or* 
gon queatlons aa kindred mannres; and he felt sure that no 
representative here would take the responsibility to make 
hia4;pte on this measure dependent on the fate of the Texas 
question. 

But waa it our dntr to extand otv jurisdiction over the 
Oregon tertitoty? He bellaved that public sentiment had 
settled this quettion. He believed that the public mind waa 
as Braly fixed on the oceaaation of Oragon as it waa on tha 
annexation of Texas. He believed that, at the laat canvasa, 
the subjaeta of Texaa and Oregon occupied as large a apace 
in the pubUe mind aa any other subjecu that were brought 
in issue. Ha believad that, by the election of Polk and Dat 
las, these qneatlona ware clearly and decisively settled by 
the American people. But wa are not called on now (said 
Mr. T.) to deride upon our title to this country. If we were 
called on to decide our right to the exclusive sovereignty of 
Oregon, the question would be a diflerent one. He did not 
Intend now to say anything on that sul^ect But we are 
only called on to say how Tar we can go and not commit a 
breach of our existing treaty stipulations, which we could 
not do; for wa all knew that a treaty is the supreme law of 
the land, and that any law of Congress infringing it would 
be a nullity. The queatiott therefore waa to detemine how 
br we can extend our jurisdiction. Can we erect a territo- 
rial government? Can we have magistrates and courta there 
to protect oor citiianaT 

After reading a olanae of tha treaty of 1818, he asked what 
waa our title before the execution of that treaty. In 18III 
we became possessed of the Spanish title, but our prior title 
was based on the grants of 1008, and on discovery of onr 
own navigators. He then went into a description of the un- 
settled atoteof the valley of the Mississippi, and the length 
of the journey to Oregon, as a reason for our neglect to ex- 
ercise ownership. He also recapitulated the piovlaiona of 
treatiea to which tha anbjecta of Great Britain wera allowed 
to form settlementa for the purpoaes of trade. 

Some conversation anaued between Mr. THOMPSON and 
Mr. ADAMS, raspoetiiig our title to the territory bayond 
49 degrees of north latitu&e. He then proceeded toquoto 
British atateamen to abow that the rifiit and title waa admit- 
ted to be In thia country; and then naked what was ourpre- 
sent condition. We claim exoliulve sovereignty, by virtue 
of the treaty of Iin9, by which wo obtained the Spanish 
title to the territory from 49 degress of north latitude to M 
degrees 40 minutes. Could we, then, send magistratea thei^/ 
and erect forta? Could we exercise that Jurfidietion which 
all govammenta exercise over their own peculiar territory? 
He Inslstad that we could, and without giving the stipulated 
notice to Oreat Brilain to terminate the joint occupancy. 
England hsal given this conatrnction to the agreement be- 
tween us, andshe had extended the jurisdiction of Lower 
Canada over all her subjects in that territory. 

She sent her magistrates,^erecti:d her forts, and exerciaed 
all the powers and privileges of atovereign government over 
that territoij. She extended her lawa there,and subjected our 
cltiiena to taoao laws, and in return ahe offered our citixena 
daly the privjlega of trading there. An objection to this 
bill waa, that by erecting our territory there wa extended 
our laws over British subjects. But they did the same 
thing on their part, and now, when dilllculties arose between 
Btituh auMects and our anbjecta in that territory, onr sub- 
jects were liable to be sent over by them to Lower Canada 
fortriaL Thia ahe justified by her interpretation of tha 
treaty of 1818. Had we not the same rightal 

But the great oltjectian ia this case, aa he understood, 
was not that we extended onr jnriadlctlon over that terri- 
tory, but that we pravided forgranta of land hereafter; and 
that thia Ineludeaaxduaive aoveretenty. He read from a 
law of Parliament showing that they had extended In behalf 
oftheiraubjeeta, the common law rightaof land over that 
territory, and thia ah^xlaimed under our treaty with her. 
But our rights under B treaty of 1818 followed up and 
strengthened by the trmy of 18Z7 (both which he examin- 
ed) were not eoual to those of Great Britain, bnt superior, 
because our title waa better; they had never claimed sove- 
reignty there but only equal privileges in trade. But thia 
bill did not propose to make special grants; but such waa ita 
modesty that' it extended none of our ordinary granta of 
land over this countiy; it merely prtmlsed these granta 
hereafter when it ahonU be in our power to give them. To 
do thia, he argued It waa not necessan to give Uiem the no- 
tice provided for the tamination of^ the Joint oocupation. 
This House waa not prepared to do that at this time; but 
this bill could be paased without taking that step. We 
acted. In the pasaage of thia bill, under the treaty; we did 
not, thereby, violate— wa did not annihilate — that treaty. 
Heretofore there had been some excuse for delay to take 
this step, because our citizens wera bnt temporarily there, 
engaged in trade; but now our emigrants were gathering 
from every portion of thia Union, and were pusning for- 
ward and locating on the fertile soil of that beautiful valley 
of Oregon, and they now demanded the exercise of our 
rights, under treaty, in their pratectiou. Thev asked for 
our laws and magistrates to aunpreaa vice and encourage 
virtue; and this, he argued, could not militate against the 
interests of Great Britain, nor could she reasonably object 
to it 

It was inaistrd that there would be eonfiicting jurisdiction. 
But were we to allow onr citixena to remain unprotected, 
at the mercy of English magistratea, becauae, foiaoolh, 
England had first exercised their rights? No: the publie 
voire of the country. Justice itaclf. pronounced a negativa 
to this. We had but to extend our laws to give protection 
to ourcitlxens there; and if a conflict for Jnrisdictfon waa 
to cove, he said let it come. But no such result would 
rightfully follow; and he would not so far impeach the mo- 
tives and character of England aa to suppose that they would 
eiuae. All American statesmen admitted that thia country 
belonged to n>. If. then, thia billdid not infringe npon tM 
rights of English subjects. It waa unworthy of our govern- 
ment, a stigma on our (air name, to (ail to pasa it. and to 
extend to our oitiaens that protection which they bad a right 
to demand. 

Mr. T.'i hour having expired, 

Mr. McCLERNAND obtained tha floor, and commenced 
with some preliminary remarks. In which he referred to tha 
magnitude of tha qnaation, and said that the people of the 
coantry demanded aerious, decided, final action npon thia 
qoeatioo. It waa ragaidad aa a nattognl and alao aa a aao- 
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tional questioo. At a natioiMl queftion, b«cftUM it involved 
qn««tioaiof bouDdanr, juriidioUon, and protection to the 
oitixeni of the United Slatei; at a sectioDal question, it was 
considered hy the people of the valley of the Misiuiippi a 
qneftioa of border salety, of territorial limits, of relative 
wealth, population, and power* ae an integral portion oi this 
Uiiioni and in both these points of view. Immediate, con- 
clasive action was demaoded bj the people of their repre- 
•entativet. 

If war dhouM come out of this measure, let it come: their 
motto and their leotimeot are. "millionH for defence, noth- 
ing for tribute." If war should arise out of this subject, 
how will it arise? ft would be because of the criminal de- 
lays of our Kovemment in pressing our just daims to this 
territory, wnich is rightfully ours. France and England at 
one time held dominion over diftbrent parts ot this conti- 
nent, and for a longtime diiHculties existed between them 
in relation to their respective boundaries. Neither party 
would concede to the other, and the result was a long and 
bloody war. Now. the same thing was likely to occur to 
us; U>T, if war should grow out of this measure, it would be 
because wc have been criminally negligent, in failing to in- 
sist on our undoubted rights. The obligations between a 
government and its citizens were, protectian on the one 
tide, and obedience and service on toe other. How could 
these reciprociil obligations be carried out — how could the 
lives, liberties, and property of the citizeni be protected — 
while the goviniment failed to fix its boundaries ? The cit* 
izen, if he treads on doubtful territory, f xposes himself to 
imprisonment, and even to the loss of life; and such, in- 
deed, had been the fate of hundreds of our citi7^nt who 
bav^ emigrated to the Oregon Territory to build up a vast 
empire, like their brethren who have gone to the western 
country. 

There the citizens of the United States have been held 
amenable to the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the au* 
tiiorities of Great Uritflin. T-heir persons have been seized 
upon for debt, and they have been transmitted from Oregon 
to Canada to be immured in Canadian dungeons. All this 
has resulted from the criminad negla^ of this government 
to axcroise its high functims, and ^hereby extend protec- 
tion to its citizens. But it was objected that they had not 
legal competence to pass this hill: fir»t, because it would 
conflict with the treaty stipulations between our govern- 
ment and that of Great Britain; and, secondly, because we 
have nq^a sufHcient title to all the territory. He should, in 
the first place, proceed to examine these objections. The 
objects of the conventions of 1818 and 1837 were not to set- 
tle tite rights of sovereignty or of empire of either country 
to this territory^ These conventions related altogether to 
trade, navigation, and fisheTies. Let this be home in mind. 
By the convention of 1918, the country of Oregon was 
made open for the purposeAof trade and commerce, both to 
the citizens of tbe United ntes and of Great Britaiiv; but 
the question of sovereignty was not touched, nor was it 
designed to be touched. In fact, there was an express dec- 
Uiation in the convention that it was not to be touched. 
Then, whether we have a right to extend our jurisdiction 
OTOr Oregon, depends upon the question of sovereignty; 
and how did that question stand? It was a fact that, before 
the convention of 18:27, we were in possession of this Ter- 
ritory. 

In 1610 the Miuouri Fur company established various 
trading posts in the country, and in ieoa and 1800 Messrs. 
Lewis and Clark took formal possession of it in the name of 
the United States. In 1811 Astoria was established under 
the auspices of a trading company of New York, at the head 
of which was John Jiicob Astor, of that city. There cul- 
tivation was in progress; trade was carried on with the na- 
tives, and the furs received from them were transported to 
China. We had therefore possess^^of the country prior 
to 1816, when, by the convention o^pbat vear, we granted 
to Great Britain only the privilee^es of trade and commerce. 
If, then, we had possession of tbe country, and there was no 
restriction on our sovereignty by this convention, we may 
safely pass this bill without infringing the stipulations of 
that convention. We had the strongest evidence that our 
possession was rightful; because, by the treat/ of Ghent of 
1814, it was provided that all places taken by either govern- 
ment from the other dnring the war should be delivered up. 
Astoria, under thi« provision, waw restored, which would 
not have been done Iiad Great Britain considered herself as 
having any right to the country. The very fact of the res- 
toration of Astoria, under the provisions of the treaty of 
Ghent, was an implied recognition of our right on the part 
of Groat Britain, and a renunciation of any right of hers. 
If, then, we had possession of the country, and we had an 
implied recognition by Great Britain of our right, surely we 
might now safely onforce that right by the passage of the 
bill on the table. If any gt-ntleman would refer to the cor< 
re'pondence which took place between Col. Prevost, who 
was appointed by our government to receive that post from 
the British, and the agents of the British government who 
were to deliver it, he would there find the contemporaneous 
understanding of the treaty was. that the sovereignty of 
thisconntry was in the United States; and that, when it was 
restored to the United Statr^s, Great Britain was to have no 
other privileges in it but those of trade and commerce. 

As then, there was no limitation and restriction on our 
sorereingty by the conventions of 1818 and 18:27, why 
should they not pass this bill when the public interest re- 
quired it, and the popnlar voice demanded it? Assuming 
tnat there was nothing in the conventions of IRlSandlS*^ 
to prevent the House trom passing this blU: he wonid next 
inquire if there was any defect in our title which ought also 
to oppose it. He admitted that if there was any doubts as to 
our title, the bill should not he passed; but he proposed to 
examine this question, and if he could get the attention of 
the committee, he fhouffht ho could satisfy them that our 
titleto the whole length and breadth of Oregon was clear 
and indisputable. Mr. .McC. then entered into a critical and 
historical examination of the title of the United States by 
discovery, by treaties with France and Spain, and by occu- 
pancr, snowinf^it tobc a i>erfect and valid title, and one 
whioD Great Bnlain had not the sadow of a pretence to dis< 
piste. 

He recapitulated the treatr stipulations by which we de- 
rived our title, and noticed ine discoveries by our own nav- 
Intocs, reading extracts from their narratives in illustration 
pfhia poiitioB, thowing that the cUima of fingUih UTigt- 



tors were groundless, oar navigators havina made prior 
discoveries. He said itappeard to him, and ne thought it 
would appear to the candid world, that Great Britain had no 
valid title to that territory. That domain was vceted alone 
and exclusively in the United Stales by the treaty of 1819, 
and the discoveries uf our own navigators: and it was then 
no longer a question of title, but one of boundar}- only. 
Could, then, .the treatv-maklng power surrenderany portion 
of that territory to which our title was indisputabrey He 
denied that it could; but if it should, then the inhabitants of 
that territory would be restored to their primitive rights, and 
they would be authorized to resort totheirown stiong arms 
to maintain those rights which their government would 
have abandoned. He would, however, warn gentlemen that 
a surrender of any portion of the Oregon would not receive 
the sanction of the people of the West, or of the arcat val- 
ley oftheMisiussippi;andhe wenton to show that tne propo- 
sition of Mr. ClHy. iu 18*^6, to surrenfier part of this territo- 
ry, had contributed much to his defeat at the late election. 
He then spoke of the extent of that territor)— being equal to 
IS degrees, running north and south, and 500 miles from the 
Pacidc ocean to the Rocky mountains, embracing 660.000 
square miles. He said it was twice as large as Knglttnd, Ire- 
land, Scotland, and Whales together, whose wealth and 
power had given that "sea-girt ikie'' the power by which na- 
tions were subjugated to her will. He next spoke of the 
quality and fertility of the soil of the Oregon, and the agri- 
cultural advant8gt:s which it aflbrded. Many of our citizens 
had explored that countiy, and from them we had the most 
favorable rtrports of tbe productiveness of its soils. It was 
a country, too, which was valuable for its minerals; it was 
watered, too, by valuable streams. 1'he Columbia river was 
navigable to a great extent; and even l>eyond that, it afford- 
ed a useful power for the working of machinery. At the 
mouth of the Columbia, too, a city must spring up which 
would be one of our great commercial emporiums, by which 
we should be enabled to carr}' on an extensive trade with, 
China. He was proceeding to speak of the power of Great 
Britain, and the exercise of it in the ati'airs of nations, when 
the chairman of the committee announced the termination 
nf the honorable gentleman's hour. 

Mr. OWLN Faid he had risen for the purpose of making a 
very few remarks on this question, and those were of a busi- 
ness character. He howt:ver should not have said a word 
now, but for some opinions which had been expressed by 
Riachainnan of the Committee oa I'erritories, [.Mr. A. V. 
Bbowi*.] the gentlemen from Alabama, [Mr. Belskr,] and the 
gentlemen W'ho had spoken to-day, to the effect that we had 
a perfect right, and indeed that there were no scruples in 
regard to the passage of this bill, without, at the same time, 
passing a joint resolution to determine the joint occupancy 
of this territory. It would be recollected that, at the last 
session, he introduced such a joint resolutioh, which was 
now on the calendar of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. Now, he would not say that they had 
no right to pass this bill, orthat we transcended any law by 
its passage as it stood with its land clanse— for that appear- 
ed to be the most important point— but it did appear to him 
that they were going beyond the spirit ofthe convention by 
which we were bound; and in politics, as in morals, if an act 
were doubtful, it would be wiser to abstain from its exer- 
cise. 

Mr. B£LSER explained. He said he had expressly ad- 
mitted, in his argument yesterday, that tbe donation princi- 
ple contained in this bill was the going of one step further 
than Great Britain had gonf^. 

Mr. OWV.N resumed, and said that the gentleman from 
Mississippi had ar^^ucd that they had the right to pass 
this bill without giving the notice to Great Britain to ter- 
minate the joint occupancy. He then read from the articles 
agreed upon by the convention, which were nniftirmed in 
18^, to show the terms on which the joint occupancy was 
based. He also called the attention of the committee to the 
proceedings of the negociation as a commentary on the 
treaty, and read extracts from it as it war: published in 
document 199, 1st session ofthe ilOth Congress. 

Now, he contended that we had Ao rieht to grant lands, 
and we had no right, on the same princijde, to promise lands 
unless we had exclusive sovereignty; that we were trans- 
cending the spirit, if not the letter, of what was right and 
just in so doing. The gentleman said Great Britain had done 
this. It seemed to him (Mr. O.) that the act of Parliament 
to whichtbe gentleman had referred did not show this fact; 
but if they haS done it, it was our duty to protest against it. 
It was not politically— it was not morally ri*bt; it was like 
one promising to convey a piece of land in Ave years 
to which he did not know he should ever obtain title. He 
believed, before we promised, even prospectively, that we 
ought to give notice to Great Britain for the termination of 
the joint occupancy. He was not for sneaking into that Ter- 
ritory: he went for going into it in a plain, straightforward 
manner. He was rejoiced to hear from the opposite side of 
the House, the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Adams] 
express hik willingness to go forward and give that notice. 

He was not disposed to operate against this bill, but he 
gave notice, as soon a» it passed, tbnt he should move to 
take up this joint resolution for the notice for the termina- 
tion of this joint occupancy. 

Mr. A. V.BROWN (chairman of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories) wished to make an inquiry with reference to the 
point that we were granting and parceling out tho terri- 
tory which we knew was not ours. His position was, 
that we were promising grants wliich wu believed we 
should be able hereafler to comply with. We believed in 
our title, and we were willing to give promises to otir set- 
tlers under that btUief. WouM not a proviso under the sec- 
tion be satisfactory to the gentleman that these promises of 
grsdits should be subject to tho decision of any controversy 
now pending between the two countries? 

Mr. OWEN resumed. He was alraid, if that wonld be 
sati&factoiT to the gentleman. It would not be at all to the 
settlers. He should be sorry to take land on such condi- 
tions. Our titleto that whole country was perfect, saving 
the refstrictions we|ourselves had placed upon it by this con- 
Tcntion, and we ought to get rid of it. Great Britain had 
never claimed exclusive jurisdiction; she had disclaimed any 
right in the soil there. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Does the say Oregon belongs to ui? 

Mr. OW£N. No; she does not} but she does not say it be- 
longs to ber. The burden of tbe proof wm with tbe gentle- J 



sianto show that Great Britain had ever exercised the ri;^ 
to grant any lands in Oregon. If she had done so, we osgk 
to protest solemnly against it, and declare it m cauae of wu- 
and not simply to say, as she had done wrong, we wcoU 
do so too. Our title was uudiiputed; and he would not. 
therefore, enter into that ai^tynent. He merely meact to 
say this in regard to the matter of there being any danger ti 
this leading to war. Why not pass the resolution at otjtt, 
and have done with it? If there was danger of its leAdiri 
to war. there was quite as much danger in possi^ 
ttala bUl, by which we promise, and iu five yean 
we must exercise the right, of giving abtoluip, 
indefeasible title to our own citizens. As ur as th»* chant* 
of quarrel went, he believed difliculties far more likely to 
arise if we proceeded to pass such a law with the pocsibSt- 
tv of Great Britain retaliating in passing such a law, he 
did not know that she wonld doit. If she did, what was ibt 
consequence? That two governments would come inl« 
conflict under the most unlavorable circumstances, where 
the rifle would be used at a distance from the seats of their 
respective governments; and iftheriflewaa used. see if «« 
could mttke up the quarrel without making a general w* 
He repeated, he was for going in this matter iitru|rbt£or«ard 
and openly to work. He thought it time that the joint ooco- 
pation should cease; if gentlemen said it would pbce difi- 
culties in the way ofthe negotiation, he differ^ from tb^: 
he believed it would rather facilitate it 

Mr. A. V. BROWN (Mr. O- yit^lding for explanatios) said 
the reason why the Committee on TerritOfies had confiaH 
themselves exclusively to the originating a territorial gov- 
ernment was, that they did not conceive it a proper qs«- 
tion, nor did he think it a proper question ocnv in this 
House to say anything at all whether this notice should te 
given to Great Britain under the treaty or not. We beliernl 
It important to extend our laws over Oregon; that propon- 
tion stood by itself; the other was a disputed propositrae. 
the negotiation of which was going on at the time tkisi*- 
port was made — at the last session— and it belonged to the 
executive. It would be an accumulation of dimcohicstt 
doing this, which everybody believed proper to do if tbe 
question of notice was brought into this discussion. Thai 
was the reason why ho had great objection to anylhiar 
being said or dene with reference to this notice on thu hilL 
It belonged to another branch of this govcromcuit; it vm 
involved in difficulties peculiar to itself; and of which, thtf 
bill did not partake. 

Mr. OWEN resumed. In reference to the giviog this ae- 
tice being a matter which concerned the executive akrae. he 
'believed It would be a greater responsibilitj, considena| 
the diflerence of feeling here, than any execatiri! would bt 
willing to take. He knew they had not the right to instrwt 
him; he might decline to comply with it^ but in regard ti 
this matter, which the gentleman said might lead to ver. n 
was so important that the war-making power ou^ht to mttmt 
evidence to the executive, that they were willing to anstaiz 
him. He did not say that the President had not the pow« 
to give this notice, but upon them ought to &11 the rexp« 
sibility. 

In regard to embarrassing the bill, that was ikr froM h» 
intention. He would offer no amendmant to it. Bs: 
as soon as the bill passed, he desired to say he shookl cal. 
up the joint resolution requesliog the Presidant to give m- 
tice to the British Bfovemment|foT the termination of tkii 
joint occupancy; believing that when we passed thia btH 
we did that w'hich morally boand us to pass thia jois 
resolution also. This was all he desired to say. 

Mr. J. R. 1NGER80LL addrefsed an inquiry to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories. [Mr. A. V- B»ow*. 
the purport of which could not be gathered by the reporter- 
Mr. BROWN, in reply, said he had spoken on the pmfi 
whether tbe contemplated grant of lands in futwrm, ae4ef 
this bill, would be a violation of any existing treaty rtipcl*' 
tions between the two countries. He had expressed tt' 
opinion that it would not be: hut if there were «)c»al)t8 oa 
the subject, he would be willing that a provision should fe* 
inserte.t that the future granU of l«n«l promised by this biil 
sliould be subject to any decision of pending qnestions be- 
tween the two countries. 

Mr. INGERSOLI. Raid the gentleman had not nndetstood 
his inquiry. He did not object so much to the exte«siv* 
grants of fnnd proposed, as to our establishing our SJormci 
government before the very face of the agreement ihat re- 
mained thftt the country should be left free and open to the 
peojOe of both governments — a form of government whH*fa 
was exclusive, and entirely inconsistent with the ettablisk 
ment of a British government there. It was utterly impose- 
ble, unless they destroyed the whole bill prepared with so 
much care by the Committee on Territories, to introduce a 
clause that nothing in it should conflict with the integrity 
of treaties between this government and the British goveis 
ment, inasmtich as it directly violated and disregardrd 
them altogether. And he thought the getitlemvn from la- 
diana [Mr. OwKft] had been the first memner on this floor to 
defeua the honor and integrity of this country. He doubted 
not our title to that country, out he argued the paramovjtt 
importance, above every other consideration, of pixTserrine 
inviolate our national faith, and untarnished our nalisDa] 
honor, which were inconsistent with the conrse of proceei^ 
ing proposed by this bill. 

Mr. 1. contended that the passage of this bill would be • 
violation of our treaty stipulations with Great Britain. «hirb 
provided that the citizens of both nations should have tb* 
privilege of occupying the country; and that if we hads 
right to introduce our governor and magistrates and oar 
laws in it, Great Britain would have the nrae right, aad 
then the anomaly would lie presented of a ntonarchical 
government and a government with republican institutkas 
in the same country- He expressed hit doubts whether aiy 
violations of the rights of our citizens had been commit»d 
lately in the Oregon Territory. He had heard of murdcn 
and outrages that had been committed a long time ago. bet 
he believed there had been none for the last fifteen yean- 
He deprecated the war spirit which had been excited es 
thJB subject, and for which he thought there was no possi- 
ble excuse. 

A message was here received from the President of fte 
United States, bv Mr. Jonrr Tvleb, bis aecretuy ; when 

Mr. INGERSdLL said that as it wai potsible that thk 
meuage might relate to tbe totuect on which they w«n 
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ebating. he would more that the committee rite, to u to 
et it be read. 

The committee accordingly rote, and reported progress; 
Fhen 

The SPEAKER commuuiceted to the House the meftage 
art received, which was one transmitting certain resolutions 
if the legtslatare of lUinois.Jnst received by the President 
rem thegoTeroprof that State. 

On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, 

The House again resvWed itself into a Committee of the 
Vhole on the state of the Union; and 

Mr. J.K. 1NO£RSOLL resumed, and concluded his re- 
narks. 

Mr. H HAMLIN obserred that in the few remarks he 
roposed to make on the q^uestion before the committee, he 
liould not trespass on their patience or attention in recapi- 
ulsfing the authorities on which it was proposed to exer- 
isejuriadiction over the Oregon Territory, or examining 
lar title by treaty, discorery, or settlement. He had heard 
lO gentleman question the authority by which we held the 
oantrr, and he had heard no gentleman express a doubt of 
be right by which we held it to a certain point. He would, 
lOwerer, suggest to the gentleman who introduced the bill, 

ceitain modificadon which he thousht would remove 
Tery doubt and difficulty from the minds of all the mem- 
lers present. That was, to amend the bill, so as to leave 
be bouadariea indefinite, and then the passing ot the bill 
roold be doing no more than what had been by Great 
tritain already. 

In ancient times, the cry, "I am a Roman citizen," was 
nough to protect the citizen who made it, throughout 
be widely extended Roman empire; and he wanted the 
ame of an American citizen to protect the owner of It 
broogbout this continent. Let us extend the aegis of our 
nstitutions over that vast country by passing this biU, and 
t will give to the thousands of our citizens who are settled 
here, the protection to which they are justly entitled. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. Irobrsoll] 
poke of the war spirit which he said was growing up 
mongst us. He b^fged leave to differ with the gentleman, 
t was not B war spirit, but a spirit of firmness which he 
aw rising throughout tb« countty. His motto was, neither 
ssfaness nor diflidence: and he, therefore, would support 
hepriDciplesof this bill, as It was intended to secure our 
ights witnont infringing those of Great Britain. 

The whole history of the British government for 
enturies past had been one of usurpation and ag- 
gression. The policy of that government was to 
ilaat her foot on some country, and then bring 

bear her diplomatic skill, whicn made the negotia- 
ions always result in her lavor. As an instance of this 
>olicy, and the success which followed from it, Mr. H. 
lUodcdtothe British usurpation of a valuable portion of 
he territory of Maine, the State he represented, and the 
legotiations by which that State was curtailed o< part of 
ler lair proprotions. And here he begged leave to correct 

1 misapiehension which eaisted in tne minda of many 
oembers of Uut House. It had keen stated, and generally 
relieved, that the authorities of Maine assented to^the treaty 
ly which a part of her territory, and a portion of her cit- 
zens, were transferred to Great Britain. This was not so. 

Hesaid neither Maine nor Massachusetts, nor both to- 
gether, assented or agreed that Maine should be divided as 
he was by the treaty of 1841, which was known as the 
reaty of Washington. 

Mr. WINTHROP was understood to Inquire if Maine had 
lot accepted the compenaatlon which was agreed to be 
>aid to her. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he believed there was no difference 
tetween Maine and Massachusetts on that subject; but his 
colleagues would bear him out in the assertion, that the le- 
fitlature of Maine refused, absolutely refused to assent to 
he ceding of one solitary inch of soil, unless there were 
^ntiguous territo^ given in exchange for it It was true 
hat th^ «ppointad commissioners, but to what did they 
issent? That tkn treaty-making powei^the Senate, in 
vhose hands and keeping were the tne honor and integrity 
»f Maioe—should pass on it. ahr yielded to the treaty-ma- 
ting power the guardianship of theix honor, and the privi- 
ege to say how for Maine was bound to yield. And the 
reaty was ratified against the well known wishes of the 
'epresentativesof MaJneon this floor, and the only demo- 
Tstic senatorfrom Maine in the other body. So far, then, as 
tfaine was concerned, she never ffive her assent to any con- 
session furtiier than the placing of her rishts and honor in 
he keeping of the Senate. True, after the treatjr received 
he sanction of the Senate, she received back some of the 
Doney which she had expended in protecting that territo- 
7. but there was also a large part which they had ex- 
wnded that never had been returned. He alluded to this 
or the purpose of showing the necessity of prompt an4 
ineigetic action in relation to the Oregon; and ne repeated 
hat thu history of the British government had been one ol 
isurpation all over the world. In relation to the boundary 
>f Maine, they had one marked by the finger of God, and 
vhich the British government had admitted to be ours; but 
he slow process of negotiation year after year, and Ity 
idministration after administration, had resulted as he had 
hown. And like causes produce like eftects. But again, 
le did not understand the gentleman from Indiana as mean- 
n^to incorporate in this bill a provision to suspend the 
oint occupancy, and to annul the article of Uie treaty by 
rbich it had been agreed to. 

Mr. OW£N explained. He had not expressed anr wish 
amend the bill or to obstruct lit pastagR; but he had 
fiven notice that, as soon as this bill should pass, he should 
all op his resolution to terminate the joint occupancy. 

Mr. HAMLIN was glad to hear the explanation; and be 
greed with the gentleman from Indiana, and gave his con* 
urrence to the proposition which that gentleman had sub- 
nitted, and would vote for it with all cheerfulness. It was 
ime that the joint occupancy should be terminated; and be 
rould ask the gentleman nom Pennsylvania {Air. J. R. 
MojcnsoLLl if that was manifesting a war spirit. He was of 
vpinion that the only war that it would occasion would be 
>oe of paper bullets, and prevent one of a more sanguinary' 
iharacter. Prompt, energetic, and decisive action on our 
lart was more likely to avoid a collision with a foreign pow- 
tr than to lead to it. Nor could there be any impropriety 
nexpressing to the execotiva th« opinions oi the represent- 



ativet of the people on this subject, In language which 
would neither l>« msrespectfol nor an interferenoe with his 
duUes. 

Mr. BELS£R remailced (hat, if they took that step, the 
resolution to terminate the joint occupation would not take 
eflect until the expiration of twelve months. 

Mr, HAMLIN said he understood, and was about to 
comment on that fact. He then continued his remarks, 
contending thattbe passage of the joint resolution ooutd not 
be deemed disrespectful to the executive. The gentleman 
from Pcnns^'lvsniahad inquired in what manner they could 
exercise joint (»ccupution of that territory with Great Brit- 
ain? He would ask that gentleman on what terms, and by 
what authority, was it that Great Britain was now exer- 
cising Jurisdiction— by what greater authority was it than 
that which we possess? ^ 

Mr. J. R. INOLRSOLL replied that they had no right to 
pass this bilLas it is; they hud no right to pass any bill 
which would interfere with the free occupancy of that Ter- 
ritory by the citizens and subjects of both governments. 
He knew not that the British government exercised aru' ju- 
risdiction over it; if they did. two wrongs did not majte a 
right. Our course should be a diflerent one. Much as he 
desired peace— the greatest Messing that God gave to men 
—yet, on a proper occasion, he should be reaoj to buckle 
on his arms and staad by his friend from Maine, ready to 
defend hlD country against all its enemies. 

Mr. HAMLIN hdd no donbt that when they required the 
co-operation of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, he would 
he ready to give it: but he (Mr. H.) believed the day was 
distant when such co-operation would l>e required by 
any hut such as they were considering there. But, to re- 
turn to the subject from which he had departed. He under- 
stood that the British government was exercising jurisdic- 
tion over that Territniy, and the citizens of tnls Union 
were held amenable to British law. 

If be had notfiaan misinformed, American citizens had not 
only been tried by, but executed under, British law — having 
been &ni taken to Canada for that purpose. « 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said if the British government had 
done that, she had made herself amenable to those obliga- 
tions wliich one nation owes to another when she had done 
an avowed wrong; and war would be justifiable on our 
part 

Mr. HAMLIN said he was stating the acts of tho BritUh 
government as he understood them, to show the necessity 
for prompt and energetic action. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvanin inquired why attempt the Interference with this 
joint occupancy at this time, while negotiations are going 
on? That was the old cry which had been so long sounded 
in their ears. N^^UaUon? Why, they had negotiated un- 
til they had dismembered the Union. They had negotiated 
on this subject for twenty years, and w hat had been gained 
by negotiaUon? He believed it was tima now to give this 
notice, and thereby show the sense of the people upon it, 
and then one full year would be left for the negotiating par- 
ties to settle the question on proper terms, if it could be set- 
tied at all by negotiation. Years ago, when they were 
about to enter upon the settlement of this question, the cry 
was, "oh! we are about to negotiate,^ or, "we are 
negotiating." Now, he would do nothing rash in this 
matter; and he would avoid oftence to any one; but 
was there anything disrespectful in the terminating 
the treaty, or in saving in respectful language, that 
if, after one years, it snail be found that negotiation 
has tieen useless, the proper authorities may put an end to 
the existing state of things, that we might fall back on that 
titte, ^hich is as ^ood to that territory as our title is to any 
of the States of this Union? He should vote for the passage 
of this bill, although there might be some of its details 
which it might be proper to uter. One alteratinn he had 
already suggested, wnich would add to the friends of the 
measure— that is, to make the operation of the Mil coexten- 
sive with our tcrritor}-, without defining onr bonodaries, 
which might possibly go beyond 54 degrees 40 minutes. 
What, he would ask, was to be gained by additional delay? 
He would ask his friend from Pennsylvania what he expect- 
ed to gain. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL replied. Compliance with our 
stipulations of 1818 and 1937. We should give to Great 
Britain the notice first. We ought, perhaps, to have done 



it 6fteen years ago; but we had not done so. Let it t>e done 
now. 

Mr. HAMLIN said be was for the notice and for the bill 
too; and he asked again, by what authority It was that the 
British government was exercising jurisdiction there. She 
understood her rights and our rights— co-oxtensive with 
hers. We should assert ours, that we might give protec- 
tion to American citizens, by extending to that Territory 
Americanlaws. But bis friend from Pennsylvania objected 
to the bill, because he held that the notice should tie given 
first 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said, if the negotiations which 
were going on between the two governments should fail to 
produce any satisfactory result, be would go for the notka 
with all his heart 

Mr. HAMLIN said he was bound to take the explanation 
of his friend from Pennsylvania. But when would negotia- 
tion end 7 Some 30 years the negotiation about the Maine 
boundary was continued, even sJter Great Britain had ad- 
mitted our title, and had requested permission that her 
troops mieht be conveyed across it; and it was then termi- 
nated by the loss of a portion of that territory. And even 
so in this matter. Indisputable as was our title, negotiate 
for twenty or thirtv years, and it would only be terminated 
when a portion had been secured to the British gevf mmant 
Now he believed it was their duty at once to throw the 
shield of American laws over American citizens. He was 

Sreparcd to go for this bill. He was also prepared to go for 
le resolution of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Owew,} 
and give notice of their intention to terminate the joint oc- 
cupancy of the territory; and be believed he should then 
be prepared to go a step farther, and lay down bars of iron, 
and connect us with China from the coast of the Pacific. 
Thus they would bring Oregon nearer to this Capitol than 
she was a few years ago. by iron dug from PennsylTania, 
stretched to the Far West; and thus that country would be 
the better able to ei^joy all the advantages of our blessed In- 
stitutions. 
Hen the g am l e i n ian^a hoar expiced* 



Mr. ELMER widied to call the attention of the oommlt' 
toe to soma obfeotions to the blU now before them, which 
had not been distincUy adverted to by those who had so 
well elucidated this subject For one, he was i«ady to Join 
now In passing a reaolutlon, requesting the executive to 

elve the required ndtice to teraalnate this Joint poasession. 
[« would not add the qnalifteaUon of the gentieman firom 
Pennsylvania. [Mr. J. R.litQEasoLL,] that we should wait 
and see what would be the result of the negotiation, la 
his judgment, this negotiation bad dragged^ along long 
enough. It was time, In his opinion, that tills negotiation 
was atan end, and that onrrights should be assert«<d. He 
was ready to go farther— to extend our laws over Anaerkan 
citizens in Ofigon, without waiting for the result of the 
negotiation, or without fearing war. If this bill went no 
further than to extend our laws over our own citizens and 
settlements, he should be prepared to give it his vote; but 
It did go a great deal fUitner; and. in his judgment, as at 
present advised, it went directly la the face of the letter 
and spirit of the treaty of 1618, and the confirmatory ti«aty 
of 1837. These treaties provided. In substance, that this 
territory should t>e conceoed and treated by both parties as 
debatable ground, to which both parties claim a title, and 
the settiement of which title to be held in abeyance; and, 
in the mean time, both parties to have free Jngi«ss and 
egress, without molestation the one fkom the other. As far 
as the treaty was concerned, there was no settiement of the 
question of^ possession, one way o^ the other. It had been 
called, by almost all who had 'spefiRn, a joint occupancy, 
which the treaty provided for. He agreed wit& the Com* 
mitteo on Territories, that there was no dlstinc^recogni' 
tion of occupancy, one way or the other. That question, 
like all other questions, was left for fhture settlement; tot 
it did provide for free access, and for the exercise of such 
rights by the one party as by the other party there. 

Now we proposed to establish a territorial goremment, 
by metes and bounds, including all we claimed-H|il that to 
which we had agood right, and all that to which, perhaps, 
in the opinion oiothers. we bad a better right. And when 
he said this, he did not mean to put the same construction 
on the words good and better tut the Tenerable grntlemaa 
from Massachusetts bad aeened to put upon these words ot 
Mr. Jettisrson in regard to a simllsr caae— viz. that one 
claim was bad and the other good; but that both tities wefe 
good, but that thie one was, peihaps. more sosceptibte of 
proof than the other. It was estimated that our tlUe was 
good to 64 deg. 40 min.; and, in the opinion of some, It waa 
a better title as far north as 49 deg. He would not go into 
the coiuideration of our titie; it was admitted good by all 
here, and was probably good to the whole territory; but be 
knew that the whole thmjg was under negotiation — that our 
government had repeatedly ofl^ered to give up the territory 
north of 40 d^. Now we were about to extend our gov- 
ernment over the whole of it; we were about to give rights 
toland, or inchoate rights, that was a possession, to give 
which, if continued five years, will entitle the possessor to 
the land. 

But this bill went further, and In Tery terms attempted to 
carry our Jurisdiction over the citizens of Great Britain, 
which was, in his humble Judgment directly in the face of 
the treaty. Great Britain had made settlements, bulh forts, 
lie.; and now, by this bill, we proposed to extend our Juris* 
diction over these forts and over tbetrciticens tiiere. This 
was further than we were entltied to go, and further than 
Great Brttain herself had gone. His objection was not to 
building forts on our part t he was perfectly willing to do 
this; but his otOection was to our undertudng to extend 
our laws over British forts. 

He asked the gentieman from Maine [Mr. Hamui*) by 
what authority be had stated to the House that American 
citizens had been taken to Canada and there executed for 
an infraction of firitlsWlawfl? It was not certainly on the 
authority nf any public document There was no proof of 
it; it had never been complained of. He ventured to say, 
having carefully read the British laws, that If any Ameri- 
can citizen chose to set up his defence that he was not with- 
in the purview of British laws, it would be allowed to him. 
It did not attempt the exercise of power orer American citl* 
zens; and a proof of it was, as we had heard within a iew 
days, that the American citizens in that territory had set 
up their own government there, and that within the Tery 
sound of the British cannon; and that without any inter- 
ference of the British authorities. 

Mr. HAMLIN stated that he had made the remark al- 
luded to on information gathered, he believed, from an ex- 
pose ot this matter by Mr. Brown, of Philadelphia, in a 
small parophlet on that subject. 

Mr. ELMER resuming, said if that fact was established, 
he concurred moat fully with the gentieman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. J. R. Ir(ns:RBoLL,] and from Indiana, [Mr. 
OwRif,] that it was good cause of war. And when weed* 
mitted that, we must remember what we admitted further as 
a corollary, vie: that the admission that this was a causa 
ofwar upon the British government, if it had undertaken 
to try and execute our citizens in the fhce of the treaty, 
was an admission that it would be a good cause of war on 
thepart oftheBritbh government Ifwr undertook to try 
and execute their citizens under our laws before we gave 
this notice. 

That was his objection to this bllL There was a previs- 
ion in the bill, as reported at the last session, that British 
subjects should be delivered up to the British authorities if 
arrested. This provision was also in the bill reported by 
the late Dr. Linn in the Senate. Heretofore, In both Houses, 
there was a proviso that our laws ahould not apply to Brit- 
ish subjects; we were bound to do this now, until the rear 
of the required notice expired. It was important thn we 
should do this, if we would maintain unimpaired our Just 
rights to that territory, that we should not only abstain 
from InfHngIng, but from appearance of infUnging , on the 
rights of ouers. It was better to err on the sue side, and 
he argued that there was no necessity of going so br. He 
trusted that this bill would be modified; ne could not say, 
with the gentieman from Indiana, that he was willing to 
vote for it as it now stood, and he could not see how the 

Srcntleman, with his own principles, could consent to vote 
or It. If this bill did infringe the treaty, why should we 
{>ut ourselves in this diflcnify, when a tiUl, not having e^ 
ect on the British Mttlements, would answer our pnnoe* 
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Mr. E. hkvhig conclnded, 

No genUeman riling to aadnu the Chair, 

The quettion was taken on the pending amcndinent, to 
Btrilce out, in the first faction, the words "focty.iuiie," and 
insert "forty, '^ (raaiung fifty-four degrees forty minttt«a the 
northern boundary of the Territory.) 

Some conversation arose on a point of order, in which 
several gentlemen [larticipated. 

Mr. WINTHROl' moved to strike oot the first section, ia 
Older to form a pending question for debate. 

Mr. W. lit' NT obtained the floor; and yielded to 

Mr. P. KINO, who ottered an amendment to the first sec- 
tion, authorizing and requiring the President of the United 
States, on this biU becoming a law, to give the notice, and 
takv the measures, required by any subsisting treaty, ttk 
terminate, in one year, all the rights, on the part of Oreatf 
Britain, to tlie joint occupancy claiined by Great Britain i? 
rlrtoe of any such treaty. 

Mr. AD.\MS said if this amendment was received, he 
should wish to move an amendment to it. 

The CHAIllM AN ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. HUNT resumed the floor, and again yielded to 

Mr.<fcl. J. MOKRIS; who moved that the committee rise. 

The question was twice taken, and no quorum voted. 
Thereupon 

The committee rose, ami reported that fact to the House. 
f|Mr. TIBBATTS asked leave to introdace a bill, notice of 
which he bad previously ^iven; but 

The CIlAIKinformedhim that there not being a qnomm 
present, it could not be received. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions, presented to-day, were 
were handed to the reporters by the members presenting 
them: 

By Mr. HOLMES; The petition of John B. Kodgers, of 
South Carolina, for (the redemption of twenty pieces of 
stamp paper, purchased by him during the late war with 
Oraat Britain, and never used by him, nor heretofore re- 
turned to the Secretary of the Treasury: referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. uniNNKl.L: The petition of Isaac Paineand otb 
ers. of Wellfleet, for placing buoys in that barlwr. 

By Mr. n AKfCR: 'J'he petition of Henry Mathews and 4i 
other citizeru of Muskingum county, Ohio, praying fora re- 
duction of postage and the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege. 

By Mr. A. P. STONE: The petition of IMcitizent of the 
State of Ohio, praying Congrt-ss to furnish Jamas Russell 
with the means to erect a national plan^rium at Wash- 
ington: referred to the Joint Committee on the Lihrarr. 

By Mr WHKATON: The petition of Charles Pardee, *•. 
O.Jewett, OeorgeK. Leitcb,J. C. Fuller, and 308 other citi- 
zens of hkiuicatelus. New York, asking a reduction in the 
rates of postBi:r: referred to tlis Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Itoads. 

By Mr. KODINSON; Several petitions from Daniel Rich- 
ards and other citizens of New York and Brooklyn, pray- 
irg for the establishment of a warehouse system: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HKNRY DODCJK: Two petitions, signed by 17» 
citizens of Racine county. Territoiry ofWiscofuin, asking 
Congress for on appropriation for the completion of the hai^ 
bor at tfae mouth of Root river, town of Racine, in said Ter- 
ritory; referred to the Committee on Commerce. Also a 
memorial signed by 40 citizens of Brown county. Territory 
of Wisconain, asking Congress for an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers: referred to the (Committee on Public Lands. Also 
the petition of 918 cilizoiis of the village of New Diggings, 
in Iowa connty. Territory of Wisconsin asking Congress to 
grant the citizens of said village prc-eflption rights to their 
lots and improvements on the northeast quarter of section 
No. 36. in township No. 1, north of range No. 1, of the fourth 
principal meridian, agreeably to an act of C'ongress of the 
fith ofKehrugrj-, lt?Jlt, with reB()ect to Oalena, entitled An 
act anihorizing the laying ofl" a town on Bean river, in the 
State of Illinois, and for other purposes. The petition refers 
to an act of Congress of the 2il July, i)i3i, making provision 
for the settlers at the towns of Dubuqe, Mineral Point, &c„ 
lac.; referred to Coromitteo on Public Luida. 



HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fridat, January 31, 1845. 
The jojimal of yesterday was read and approTed. 
colt's water proof CARTRIDGES. 

Mr. TIBBATTS introduced a joint reiwlution 
making appropriations for the purchase of water 
proof cartridges. It was read twice and commuted. 

This resolution proposes to appropriate one-fourth 
of the fund now annually appropriated for the ar- 
mament and equipment of the militia for the pur- 
chase of Colt's water proof cartridges. 

Mr. DUNCAN offered a resolution instructing 
the Committee on the Public Buildings to confer with 
Professor Morse and inquire if a more expeditious 
plan for the taking of the yeas antl nays in this 
House could be devised, and what would be the 
probable expense thereof. 

Objections were made, and the resolution was not 
received. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented documents in sup- 
port of the case of Robert Sliarpe; which were refer- 
red to the Connnnittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. THOMASSON desired to present resolu- 
tions of the legislature of Kentucky on the subject 
of postage and marine hospitals. 

Objecuon* were mad*, and they wet« not rec«ir- 
ti. 



NATURALIZATION. 

Mr- SAUNDERS presented a report and bill on 
the subject of naturalization; read twice and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
th i Union. 

IOWA MILITIA. 

Mr. DEAN, from the Committte on the Militia, 
introdaced a bill to pronde for the payment of the 
Iowa militia,- called ' into service in December, 
1839. 

It was read twice, and committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

On the motion of Mr. LEVY, it was 

Renlred, That the President of the United States he re- 
quested to furnish to this House, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, any further communications which may 
have passed between the government of Great Britain and 
onrown, respecting the siin-ender of fnt^itive criminals 
from Florida, under the treaty of Washington, not hereto- 
fore furnished to this House. 

Mr. SUMMERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate, entiUed an act for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Pierre Menard, Josiah T. Bella, Ja- 
cob Flaman, and Edmund Roberts, of the State of 
Illinois, sureties of Felix St. Vl-ain, late Indian 
agent, deceased, reported the same without amend- 
ment, and it was committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

OREGON BILL. 

Mr. WELLER offered a resolution in the usual 
form to terminate debate in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the bill to eslabKsh a 
territorial government in Oregon at 2 o'clock on 
Saturday; and on this be moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Messrs. Duncan and Wethered were the tellers 
appointed to lake the vote on seconding the demand 
for the previous question; and they reported 74 in 
the affirmative ana 43 in the negative; and so there 
was a second. 

The main question was ordered to be now put, 
and the resolution was adopted by a majority of 94 
to 65. 

Mr. WETHERED asked leave to report a bill 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HOPKINS objected, on account of the short- 
ness of the time remaining for the discussion of the 
Oregon question; and, on his motion, 

TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT FOR OREGON. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wu.- 
LER in the cliair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the bill to establish a territorial government over 
Oregon, and for other purposes. 

Mr. W. HUNT was enUtled to the floor. He 
yielded to 

Mr. A- V. BROWN, who sent up to the clerk's 
table certain amendments which he intended to offer 
when in order, where they were read for the infoi^ 
mation of the committee. 

Mr. HUNT remarked that it appeared to be con- 
ceded on all sides that we had a perfect and un- 
doubted right to Oregon territory as embraced in 
this bill, it was unnecessary, therefore, to enter in- 
to a discussion of the question of title, or of the 
importance of the territory; but it was a question 
which transcended in importance any acquisition of 
territory: it was a question of national faith and nat 
tienid honor, whether we would observe and regard 
the obligations of treaty stipulations, and preserve 
the honor and integrity of this government, or pro- 
ceed, in a rash and impetuous spirit — a spirit of con- 
quest and acquisition, leaping over every barrier of 
plighted faith — to obtain that to which we conceived 
we had a perfect title. We could well repose a short 
time on a good title; it could suffer no harm from 
these delays, due to our faith with other govern- 
ments and to ourselves. . 

It has been remarked that this bill was not incon- 
sistent with the article of the treaty, which rendered 
it necessary for either party to give to the other a 
notice of twelvemonths prior to the termination of 
the joint occupancy of the territory- What did the 
bill, propose? The exercise of the highest attributes 
of sovereignty; it created and established a govern- 
ment of fiul and complete jurisdiction over the whole 
of Oregon, a portion of which was in dispute be- 
tween this country and Qreat Britain, which juris- 
diction was extended over all classes of citizens, 
whether of Great Britain or of the United Stales. 
It has been conceded here bv the advocates of this 
bill, that if Great Britain bad taken jurisdiction of " 



American citizens, and tried, and executed them 
under her laws it would be a just cause of war <mi 
our part; for the same reason the creation and estab- 
lishment on our part of a government over this terrw 
tory was, beyond all question, equivalent to an act 
of war, on the principles of international law. 

He referred to the two statutes of Great Britain 
bearing on the Oregon territory, to show that Great 
Britain had not assumed to take jurisdiction of any 
territory or citizen of the United Slates; but on the 
contrary, had made an express reservation in these 
acts that they should not operate over either — the 
contrary of which had been alleged here, and been 
relied on as a justification for Uie course of pro- 
ceeding proposed by us. 

He adverted to the circumstances out of which 
had resultetl the treaty of 1818, renewed in 1827, 
which left this country free and open to the citizeDS 
ofboth governments; to the reluctance with which 
tnat government bad acceded to the proposals of oor 
ministers in the ratification of that treaty; and be 
urged that aAer thus obtaining {these stipulations, 
after thus going on under it for more than one-fourth 
of a century, we should be the lost people in the 
world to move counter to the provisions and guaran- 
ties of the treaty without giving the required year's 
notice to the British government. 

Mr. H. next came to notice Mr- Owen's reroarlcs 
of yesterday. That gentlemaa had said that this bill 
was a violation, if not of the letter, at least of the 
spirit, of this convention. He much regretted that 
the argument of the gentleman, which had been fdt 
to-be of so much weight with others, had not been 
convincing to the genfleman himself, and that ha 
conclusions had not been in conformity with his 
reasoning. 

He thought that notice should first be given to 
the British government that the joint occupancy 
should cease, and then it would be time enousb to 
pass this bill. For one, that his views migEt not 
be misapprehended, he would say that he was wil- 
ling to go as far as any body to assert onr rights 
to the country, provided it was done in such a way 
as not to impair the geod faith of the niktion. If 
the negotiation which was in progress should not 
terminate fiivorably within a reasonable time, he 
was for giving to the British government the tvi-elve 
months' notice required by the convention of 1818, 
and he would then be willing to take any proper 
measures for securing possession of the country. 
He was aware that it was considered a very high 
degree of patriotism to indulge in reflectitma 
against England. He was not the apologist of that 
nation. There was much of her proMcdings in 
regarn to the acquisition of foreign territory that 
he disapproved of; but it was not for us to coo- 
sider whether Great Britain has oppressed her 
subjects in India or in Canada- We are to deter- 
mine how we are to act towards a friendly power 
with whom we are at peace and in amity, an^ pre- 
serve our treaty stipulations and fri^^Jty relations 
with her. He must say lhi>« 'he conduct of the 
British government in every thing relating to this 
territory had been such, as far as he was informed, 
as to give na no just cause of complaint. Have 
Ihcy proposed to terminate the joint occapancy? 
Have tliey done any tiling to iniringe our righw 
Far from it. They had manifested every disposi- 
tion to deal with this government justly and fairly 
in relation to this matter. 

A f.3w months ago. Great Britain sent a ^>ecal 
embassy to this government, for the purpose of ne- 
gotiating en this subject. Otight we to compkiin of 
this? That certainly indicated a friendly policy oo 
their part, and a desire to conciliate. That roiniaur 
was now here, doing all in his power to bring rise 
negotiation te a close; and, while that negotiatioa 
was in progress, without there being any reason on 
the part of this House to believe that it would ful, 
this proceeding was instituted, which brought alt 
negotiations to a close, violated our treaty stipaU- 
tions with Gl'eat Britain, and furnished just cana. 
for war. Suppose the position of the two countiia 
was reversed, and that the Parliament of Grcal 
Britain, without giving us the notice required by ifa* 
treaty, should pass a law extending the juriadici»« 
of that country over the whole territory: why, th«' 
tocsin of war would be sounded throughout tb>' 
whole length and breadth of the land, if Enghml] 
should attempt to establish a territorial govemmcat 
in Oregon. The act would be denounced wii' ' ' 
these walls, and before the people; and, in 
quarter of the country, we should hear the voice 

Sitriotic indignation against British osarp«lion i 
ditish aggression on (he right* of ihi* conn 
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[C(mtiitued from JVo. 14.] 
They had been told yeeterday that there was a war 
spirit in the country; but the spirit he thought most 
ilan^rous was the inclination that he had witnesaed 
to violate the most solemn treaties. There was a 
tendency in the public mind to acquire foreign ter- 
ritory, without stopping to ask wnather we are do- 
ing it consistently with the right* of other nations. 

Within a short period this House had adopted 
I proposition, asserting its jurisdiction over a large 
Serritory, [Texas,] over which we haye no claim Or 
title, violating our treaties with Mexico, which have 
been in force for years. Mr> H. then spoke in 
terms of severe sensure of the course which had 
Tor years been pursued by our government towards 
Mexico, and which had placed us in a most con- 
lemptible attitude in tlie eyes of the civilized world. 
It only remained to pass this bill to complete the 
liagisce of the country. If they proceedea to pass 
ihis bill in disregard of oor most solemn treaty stip- 
ilations, we should be so degraded in the eyes of 
ivery foreign power that it would be considered an 
die formality to enter into negotiations with us, 
vhen we have so little regard for our treaty obliga- 
ions. Mr. H. then deprecated the spirit of bound- 
ess acquisition, which was rising in the country, 
ind expressed the opinion Ant we had aa much 
erritory as we could well manage. Instead of 
iddingmore territory, he would greatly prefer that 
•re should legislate- for the improvement of the 
nuntry, and for the advancement of the happiness 
uid prosperity of the people. If the spirit of ac- 
{nisition was not checked, ne did not know what it 
rould lead to. Many of the people in his section 
>f the country had taken up the idea of annexing 
ZanaAa. to the United States, and he had a letter 
low urging th at m easure. 

Mr. TIBBATTS and several others. Read that 
etter. 

Mr. THOMPSON desired to know if the jjeo- 
>le of Canada wished to be annexed to the United 
Stales. 

Mr. HUNT said that we have as much evidence 
hat Canada desire to be annexed to us, as we have 
hat Texas desires it. [Laughter.] Only pass a bill 
annex Canada, and there will be as much evid^ce 
if their desire to be annexed to the United States as 
here is of Ihat desire on the port of Texaf. 
it, however, knew there was a o^nservative spirit 
jnong our people, which, he trusted, would conn- 
eract the spirit of a^randizement which was ex- 
libiting itself; and b« rehed, also, on the co-ordinate 
iranch of this government to check that spirit, and 
a defeat another measure which had recently passed 
his body. 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS thought this question should 
« so settled at this Congress as to produce ' a final 
esnit of all questions in relation to this subject be- 
ween this government and Great Britain; but yet 
e felt that he could not vote for this bill, unless it 
ras materially modified. He had no doubt of our 
illo to the 49th degree of north latitude, and bo- 
ond that he had no doubt our title could be made 
lear in a coivt of justice. Our title reals on the va- 
dity of the Spanish government — which he exam- 
led at some length, as also the discoveries of our 
wn navigators. The settlements, too, as elements 
f title, were in our favor — the first being made by 
Spaniard, and the second by John Jacob Astor, 
rho held possession until he was dispossessed by 
le British government, during the war. As an ar- 
ument in favor of prompt action on this subject, he 
poke of the grasping ambition of England, and the 
oesessions which she holds in every quarter of the 
lobe. He said there was an embryo East lo- 
ia Company in the Oregon — the Hudson's Bay 
lompany, whose pretence was trade, hunting, and 
rapping, but whose agents prevented our citizens 
rom enjoying the equal advantages Which joint 00- 
apaney would seem -to secure, and gave British 
aojects the exclusive possession of that territory. 
le protested, in the name of the American people, 
gainst the monopoly of that country by Qrsat 
Iritain. She had enough in this world, and 
et her progress was onward, aiming at 
niversal domination; and she shoidd be taught 
lat Americans would not acknowledge or submit 
) her guardianship of their interest* and their po>> 



sessions. He doubted, however, if any settlement 
could be effected by negotiation. We had long ne- 
gotiated, and we were as &r from a settlement as 
ever; and until the title and boundary were settled, 
he saw no good that was to be done by the passage 
of this bill. It was here proposed to establish a ter- 
ritorial government; but over whom? What was the 
population of Oregon? Some two thousand or three 
thousand American citizens, wandering and unset- 
tled, who might not have made up their minds to stay 
there; and yet it was desired to give them a govern- 
ment of a settled people. I^et the people of Oregon 
take Bare of themselves, and try the. effect of a pure 
democracy, to which we were verging with fearful 
rapidity. Why should we (rouble ourselves with 
the expense of such a government, which would in- 
volve an increase of our navy ;uid army? He be- 
lieved, with the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
HcNT,] that the passage of this bill might lead to 
hoetiliuea with Oreat Britain. 

He was afraid, if war abould ensue upon the pas- 
sage of this bill, not only that the hazardous attempt 
to defend this long line of frontier, and this vast ex- 
tent of territory, would be commensurate in the ex- 
pense arising out of it with the resources of the gov- 
ernment; but that if war should come suditenly 
after the passage of an act like this, we should 
have no chance of so enlarging our army and navy 
aa to secure that country and successfully defend it. 
If, then, there be good ground of apprehending war 
on the passage of this bill, why would gentlemen 
peril the nuuntenance of Oregon? Why render it 
more hazardous even than post negotiations hmi 
rendered it? He spoke of the vast importance of 
Oregon, considering both its location on the map of 
the world, its natural resources, and means of com- 
munication, and said it was our duty to procure that 
American country either {at a people of the Ameri- 
can race, or of similar spirit and enterprise. There 
was no reason why it should become an appanage 
of the British government. 

Me was sincerely in favor of establbhing our 
right and title to Oregon, which he believed clear, 
valid^ and beyond dispute, if the evidences of that 
title were to be believed. While thus a friend of 
Oregon — while he desired to see it populated by em- 
igrants from this country, while he desired to see 
emigration encournj^ed liiither, afld to see a republic 
like our own growing up there, (for he did not en- 
tertain the selfish idea th at it would ever become a 
part of the American confederacy,) he believed it to 
be our duty to raise up and protect that country if 
its people were not able to defend themselves; and 
when ttiey had passed the period of infnncy, leave 
them to go on an independent and friendly govern- 
ment. He did not believe it one of the characteris- 
tics of republican governments to seek to extend 
themselves over a wide extent of territory. He did 
not wish to peril the preservation of our Union by 
crossing the barriers which nature had erected be- 
tween us and this country. We knew very well 
that one of the causes, and an important cause, of 
the destruction of the Greek republics, lay in the 
character of the country — its inhabitants being di- 
vided by insurmountable mountain barriers, on the 
different sides of which resided people of different 
tastes, feelings, and habits. Nature had planted a 
barrier beyond which we could not march — the 
Rocky mountainsj with their height of 20,000 feet, 
a bold range running from the remote north, and 
prolonging themselves to the end of the continent. 
Still he protested against sny neglect on the part of 
this country which should suffer that country to fall 
into the hands of European governments. He en- 
tertained an ardent desire for some proposition 
which mi^t provoke a final settlement of this 

freat question. He regarded the bill before us as a 
ill merely of executive patronage— as a bill of un- 
necessary expense, when the people of that Territo- 
ry did not need it. The populaUon of this Territo- 
ry having swollen to such a number as to need 
some such form of government, he would go for ex- 
tending it to them, but not till then. 

Mr. DOUGLASS obtained the floor, and yielded 
to 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, who gave notice of a fur- 
ther amendment •■ a proviso to the third section, 
which was read by the derk. 



Mr. DOUGLASS referred to the vast importance 
of the question before them, and of the Oregon Ter- 
ritory, which, together with the question of Texas, 
had a deeper hold on the affections and feelings of 
the people than any other question that had been 
before the country for years. After the passage by 
so decided a majority of the Texas bill, he haa sap- 
poaed that this bill for the extension of our govern- 
ment over Oregon, and for the protection of our 
people there, would liave received the unanimous 
sanction of (his House. It was true that i|io gentle- 
man had intimated a doubt as to' our title to Ore- 
gon; yet they were opposed to action, to carrying 
our Jaws and our institutions to our people there; 
and he asked what was the use of acknowledging 
our rights, unless we were prepared to use die 
means necessary to a s s ert them successfully. 

Mr. D. referred to the positions token by Mr. 
Moaan. If the gentleman was right, as he said 
he was, in saying that our title to the whole country 
was indubitable, that it was a port of the American 
Union, it was not to be surrendered; and there being 
people enough there to form a government, what 
was the reason that this government could not be 
formed for the protection of those people who were 
a part of the government' He scoutsd the idea that 
a bill of this kind wasa mere bill for the purpose of 
creating executive offices, and for providing for pre*> 
idential favorites. 

But while the gentleman said this territory was 
ours by indisputable title, which he would never re- 
linquish, still he entertained no hope that that coun- 
try was ever to form a port of the American con- 
federacy. Was that gentleman here proclaiming to 
the House and to the world his willingness and de- 
sire to dissolve and rend asunder the American 
Union? Yes, that gentleman had goae into an argu- 
ment by reference to the resources of this country, 
its advantages of location, &c. to show that it would 
make a republic itself, separate and distinct from the 
United States. Take that argument, and they cot 
the clue to the whole design the gentleman hoa in 
passing this bill. The gentleman had avowed to 
the Hopse that his design was to keep it a separate 
republic, on the pretext that there was a natural 
boundary between the Oregon Terriory and this ro- 

{lublic; and then he had gone into a disphiy of his 
earning upon ancient Greece, and had maintained 
that wiiat in the western country would hoRDy 
amouj^t to a mound, was sufficient to sepnrate the 
people on one side from those on the other. The 
same principle (Mr. D. contended) would oblige the 

fentleman to take the ground that our Union must be 
isaolvcd and divided into various separate repub- 
lics, by the Allcghanies, (which he said were much 
more difficult of passage than the Rocky mountains,) 
the Qreen, the White mountains, &c. The great se- 
cret of our success — the great advantage of our sys- 
tem of government — was that it provided that aif^ 
ferent confederacies might be organized into the 
same republic, divided into Suites with sovereign 
powera for local and domestic purposes, but united 
together for general power and common defence. 
And thereby we boost of a union preserving peace 
and harmony among all the members of the confed- 
eracy, thus avoid. ng those dissensions which have 
proved the destruction of former republics. Our 
system of government wos os well adopted to the 
whole American continent as it was to the thirteen 
original States of the Union. At the formation of 
our government, the objection was made that 
our territory was too large, and the reply woa 
mode by the father of the constitution, that that 
territory was not too loree for a republican 
government, which admitted of bringing repre- 
sentatives together from the exterior of that coun- 
try at the seat of government, often enough to 
attend the regular meetings of the national legisla- 
tiure. Apply that principle of Mr. Modison to the 
present confederacy — including Oregon and every 
other part of the country — and the improvements 
ihat bad been made, ana which would be made in 
the meems of communication, by steam and other- 
wise, brought the extreme ports of this continent 
nearer together, in time at least, than the originol 
Slates were when this republic was formed. Yes; 
the improvement to which he had alluded hod 
shown that we might extend our republic safely t^ 
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the •xfrein* parts of (he continent, and eren Airther 
if neceuary. 

The eentleman's ar^fflent showed that it was his 
settled deaien and policy that Oregon never shall be 
a part of wis confederacy. The gentleman said 
that our title to the country was penect — then that 
there were people eneugh there to form a gorem- 
inMt,aiid mrther that he would leave to themselves 
to Mt up a government of our own. The gentle- 
man'ii aeeig:n was to do everything to prevent put- 
ting aa end to the joint occupancy of the territory; 
he would prevent the extending of our lawe and 
our protection over it, and by this means compel the 
people to establish a government of their own, and 
leave Ibem^to their (ate. And what kind of condition 
would this small namber of people be placed in, if 
thus left to themselves? Why, they would be liable 
to be subdued by the British, forces in the tirenty- . 
three military posts in that territory, aided by -the 
Indians they have under their control. Harassed 
b^ the Hudson's Bay Company, and the Indians in 
thsir pay, they will have to place themselves 
under British protection to save themselves from 
destruction. The settled design, as avowed by 
the gentleman, was to prevent the United States 
firom ever taking possession of this country; 
and it was for the House to determine wheth- 
er diis Union should be confined te its present lim- 
its; and whether we shall preserve the territory that 
justly belongs to us, by taking possession of it at 
once. GJenUemen would not have the boldness to 
say that they will give up this territory to Great 
Britain; but Uiev do nave the boldness to show their 
wish that she shall have it, by opposing our taking 
possession of it, and our. protecting our citizens 
there from the B«;Mssions of the Hudson's Bay 
Company and the Indians. What was the 
argument against our taking possession of this 
territory now? Why, it was the old stereo- 
typed argument that we should be- in- 
volved in war by doing so. Why, when itjvas 
proposed to annex Texas to the Union, the cry wbs 
wu; and now that it was proposed to establish a ter- 
ritorial government in On^oa, the cry of war was 
again raised. War with Great Britain was the ar- 
gument used i«unst the measure. Why should it 
produce war? Was it not our own country, and 
was not our title to it beyond dispute? Oh, yes, 
gentlemen say, the country is ours, but Great Brit- 
ain-has a claim on it, and the negotiation has not 
vet terminated. Has not Great Britain extended 
her laws over it, and why should we not extend 
ours? Why should our taking possession of our 
own, and doing what she has done, produce war? 
But gentlemen say that it will be a violation of the 
treaty of 1818 to pass this bill. V^hy, Great ♦Brit- 
ain has extended her laws over the country, and has 
executed them; and since the execution of the treaty 
of 1818, the British Parliament has passed la\^ ex- 
tending their jurisdiction over the whole country. 
Now, if Great Britain had a right to extend her 
laws over the country, had we not the right to do the 
same thin^ 

Mr. HUNT here made an explanation, which the 
reporter could not hear. 

Mr. DOUGLASS was glad to hear the explana- 
tion of the gentleman. It was true that the act of 
theBiitiah Parliament only applied to British sub- 
jects, Initthe execution or it was highly detrimental 
to our rights, and oppressive to our citizens. By 
thsir Hudson's Bav Company they have taken pos> 
session of the whole country; established trauine 
houses, which were in fact military posts; planipo 
their colonies, by.wbirh they commanded the mouth 
of the Columbia river, thus securing the monopoly of 
the commerce of that region. There was no neces- 
sity for nudcing their laws applicable to any other 
than their own citizens. But the question was, had 
they a right to extend their laws there at all? The 
gentleman also objected to our establishing military 
posts. Had not the British established their mih- 
Ury posts there? Was not one of these posts almost 
up to the South Pass through the Rocky mountains, 
so as to control the American citizens who go 
through that pass on their way to Oregon? Have 
we not the same right to establish military posts. 
that En^and has? Give us military posts, garrison 
them with American officers and soldiers, and he, 
for one, would not care much aboiit laws. It was 
not laws, nor the civil authority, by which posses- 
sion of the country could be maintained, but it was 
by military force that we must take possession of 
'it as well as keep it. But the gentleman says we must 
estabUsh military posts there, because it will lead 
war. Well, suppose we do not establish them: 



can we take possession of the country^ and keep it? If 
we should take possession of it without having a 
sufficient military force to defend it, the government 
will be accused of folly and imbecility fordoing eui 
act cedculated to bring on a war without being pre- 
pared to bring it to a successful termination. He 
was for preparing for war in tipie of peace, so as to 
meet the crisis when it comes. But if this question 
should bring us to war, much as he deprecated it, 
much as beloved peace, he would be ready to meet 
it. Let us establish our military posts, have our 
naval forces on the coast, and be in a condititin to 
repel any agression on the part of Great Britain, 
and punish any invasion of our rights; and then, as- 
serting our rights and nothing but our rights, if war 
should come we shall be ready to meet it. And 
then would those great friends of peace, who stickle 
so much for preserving treaties — would they vote for 
getting rid of the difficulty by putting tui end to the 

C'nt occupancy? Oh, yes, gentlemen would do it, 
t for one consideration; and that is, negotiationa 
are now pending. Well, when have they not been 

C ending? Why, we have been negotiatmg for the 
ist half a century; and if we refuse to act on this 
bill now, the British cabinet will keep these negotia- 
tions pending here till doomsdiy, in order to give 
their friends on this floor an excuse for defending 
them. Was there an intelligent man in that hat! 
who did not know that the idea of establishing a 
boui\dary between ua and Great Britain in Oregon 
was nopelesa? And why? Because this govern- 
ment twice oflertMl to that of Great Britain to make 
the boundary at the 49th degree, and they twice re- 
fused it 

Since these two ofTets and two refusals, a British 
minister dares not take less than the 49th d^^e; 
and since the new lights that have been thrown on 
the subject, an American minister does not take that. 
The consequence was, that every man in his senses 
knows that there is.no hope of our getting posses- 
sion of this country by negotiation. We most get 
it by other means — means that shall be frank, open, 
manly, and honest, such as will command for us the 
respect of the whole world. What are they? Why, 
first, to erect a ^vernment up to the Rocky moun- 
tains, and establish military posts in it, so as to ex- 
tend our settlements up to the Rocky mountains; 
then establish the territorial government of Oregon, 
protected by a sufficient military force, and by 
naving the means of transmitting intelligence across 
the mountains, make the people there know and 
feel that they are a part of this government, and that 
its protection is cxtooded over theui. Then the whole 
question would be settled. Emigration would in- 
crease, and the settlements would prosper and gain 
additional strength. But emigration would not 
k€cp up if some measure like the bill under consid- 
eration was not adopted. If the doctrine of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was to prevail, and 
the settlements were to be lel^ to themselves, it 
would not be long before the whole country would 
bfe abandoned to the British. 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS said that the gentleman had 
mistaken him. He said that he would protect the 
settlers in Oregon till they were able to take care 
of themselves, and then he would make them a 
present of the country, and let them setup a sepa- 
rate government for themselves. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he would take the gen- 
tleman's meaning as he explained it. Bnt now 
was he to protect the people of Oregon? The gen- 
tleman was unwilling to establish military |xi8ts 
there to protect the people, because it would be the 
cause of war. He was unwilling to protect them 
by extending otir laws over them, because he said 
it would be a violation of the treaty. How then 
would he protect them? Why, nshe said, by' leav- 
ing them to take care of themselves — to driven 
out by the Hudson's Bay Company, to be mur- 
dered by the Indians, and to be dragged to 
Canada, to be tried by British courts, and in- 
carcerated in British dungeons. 

He, for one, protested against such a doctrine. He 
never would, now or hereafter, yield up one inch of 
Oregon, either to Great Britain or any other gov- 
ernment. He cnntamplated this country becoming 
a considerable member of the greet American fami- 
ly. He believed tlut this Union ought to be held 
sacred, and that every indt of its territory ought to 
be maintained at all hazards. A gentleman behind 
hiin wished to know if it was more important tlian 
Texas. He would answer, no. It was not more 
important than Texas, and just as important, Ore- 
gon and Texas were like man and wife: when sepa- 
nued, the weUare and happiness of both were ssri- 



. oosly injured; but when once united, they must be 
kept together forever. We want Texas to protect 
our commerce in the Gulf, and we want Oregon tn 
protect our fisheries and our trade with China, and 
to put a stop to the unscrupulous aims of Great 
Britain at universal dominion. Mr. D. then spoke 
of the means by which Great Britain was attempt- 
ing to control the whole trade of China, and showed 
the means by which we could counteract their 
movements, and secure the best part of that trade 
to ourselves. 

The gentleman asked him if he would vote for 
an appropriation of money for the railway, to 
which be replied that he would with great pleasure; 
and, in order to test that gentleman, if no other 
member did it, (and he understood there were some 
that wsre raady to do it,) he would bring in a nieas- 
ure to authorize a Survey of that country for a rail- 
road, at this very session. Do that, make the terri- 
torial governments in Nebraska and Oregon, and we 
could drive Great Britain and her ships and com- 
merce from China. If China could not suppre«wi 
the smuggling of opium, we could; and if the na- 
tives of the East Indies could not carry on their 
own trade, we could do it for them; or, at least, we 
could check the violation of the Uws of nations by 
Great Britain. He expressed his surprise at the 
opinions of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
E. J. Morris.] Cede that territory to its inhabit- 
ants? If Oregon was to be ceded at all, it would be 
to Great Britain; a/id she had power enough on this 
continent. She had already run her network of 
possessions and fortifications around the United 
States. On the North she had the Canadas, Nova 
Scotia, and New Brunswick; and her possession 
studded the Atlantic round Cape Horn to the Ore- 
gon. She ^as intriguing for California, and for 
Texas, and she had her eye on Cuba. By her nu- 
merous possessions, she was enabled almost to con- 
trol the commerce of the world; and if she got 
Cuba, her power would be enlarged, and she would 
be better aole to control our commerce, curtail our 
power, and restrain our growth. Beyond all this, 
she instigated a servile war amongst us.. Such was 
her policy; and, in view of all these thinfvl^^ again 
repeated that it was our duty "in peace to {ircpare 
for war." 

He had discussed this subject before the people 
of his district in the last canvass; and he there 
pledged himself, that the very moment Great Bri- 
tain attempted to take possession, by force,of Oregon, 
Texas, or Cuba, he would move a declaration of 
war in this House, and treat such an attempt as an 
act of war. For himself, he was prepared for any 
act to defend ourselves against the aggressions of 
that power. Even a blind man could see the object 
of the policy of Great Britain. It was to check the 
growth of republican institutions on this continent, 
and the rapiuity with which we have progressed, not 
only in political power, but in trade and commerce 
and national glory. Our growth had produced a 
great moral effect in EAirope; so great, that now 
crowned heads tottered on their thrones; and they 
found it necessary, in order to preserve themselvrsi, 
to check our onward growth. Look at the works 
of the British government on our north. There 
they had constructed a canal by means of which a 
steamer could pass from London to Chicago in for- 
ty days. She was trying to get Texas and Cuba: 
and it became ua to say, Thus far hast thou gone, 
but thou shalt go no farther. She also raised an 
exciting question between the North and the South, 
under the pretext.of philanthropy, and thus she got 
the North and the South at war with each othor, in 
order that she might thus accomplish that which she 
could not accomplish in any otherway. She bad 
hitherto sought to check the progress of this nation 
by a war; but on the field of battle we had taught 
them a lesson which was as astonishing to them 
ond to Europe an was that which our forefaihera 
taught them, when they proclaimed to the world 
the glorious principles of our independence, and es- 
tablished our present system of liberty, which had 
been the means of astonishment, and had elicit- 
ed the admiration of the world. It therefore 
became them to put this nation in a state of 
defence; and when they were told that this 
would lead to war, all he bad got to say was this: 
violate no treaty stipulations, nor any principle of 
the law of nations; preserve the honor and integrity 
of tliis country; but at the same time assert our 
right to the last inch; and then if war comes, let it 
come. They might regret the necessity whidi pro- 
duced it; but when it did come, he would adminis- 
ter to our citizens Hannibal's oath of eternal eomity, 
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and not terminate*it until the question waa all settled 
forever. He would blot oat the lines on the map 
which now marked our national boundaries on this 
continent, and make the area of liberty as broad aa 
the continent itself. He would not suffer rival petty 
republics to grow up here, engendering jealousy at 
each other, and interfering with each other's domes- 
tic affairs, and continually endangering their peace. 
He did not wish to go beyond the great ocean — be- 
yond those boundaries which the God of nature bad 
marked out; and he should limit himself to that nat- 
ural boundary which was so clearly marked out. 
He had expressed tliese views, for which no one was 
answerable but himself; and if he lived to old age, 
the expression of these sentiments would be the last 
of which he should repent. It was Jtime now that 
some one should spent out, and he hoped we should 
hear no more of disunion, much less from nny gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. . After a few other ob- 
servations he resumed his seat. 

Mr. SEVERANCE did not believe that at all 
times the best way to preserve peace was to pre- 
pare for war, though that might sometimes be the 
case. What was the direct question before them? 
It was proposed that they should extend the au- 
lliorhy of the federal government over the Ore^n, 
mark out its bounds, and extend their jurisdiction, 
and appoint a governor, judges, and other officer?, 
tliouofh he did not see any provision made for the 
estabhshment of custom-houses at the mouth of the 
Columbia river, for the collection of revenue by n 
tarilf, or luiy other means to attain the same end 
by the sale of lands. If they should go on in the 
way proposed, custom-honses would be necessary, 
and the next thing would be that they must protect 
those custom-houses; and when the British govern- 
ment brought supplies for the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, they must have a tariff; and would the House 
be prepared lor that.> In relation to the British mili- 
tary posts, of which some gentlemen had spoken, 
he said they were but block-houses put up as a de- 
fence against the Indiana. And the British legisla- 
tion for that territory was made to prevent quarrel- 
ling Jbetween the Hudson's Bay Company and the 
Northwestern Pur Company, both British com- 
panies. That was all the legislation they had done 
towards extending their jurisdiction over that terri- 
tory. They had in fact not extended their jurisdic- 
tion theire; they bad only provided for the trial of 
their own criminals, wnereverr they may be, and 
nothii^ more; and he (Mr. S.) was willing that 
we should go as for aa the British government had 
gone, when it should become necessary to do so; 
but that necessity did not now exist. The settlers 
ivere going on organizing their own government. 
Why not, then, let them alone? He believed Ihey 
were competent to do it wiiliout our assistance, as 
well as with it, though, to be sure, they would not 
appoint a governor with a salary of (3,000 a year, 
and judges with equal amounts, nor would they ex- 
tend our custom-houses and laws there. Let them, 
then, try the experiment of free-trade in the Oregon, 
and let them also try the experiment of a govern- 
ment witli civil officers only, and without a standing 
army, and arsenals; for if they had these things they 
would want a revenue. With such a government 
as he had suggested, they might save nine-tenths of 
Ihe expense usually dependent on the carrying on of 
a government, and he should like to see if they could 
not do it. He next spoke of the charticter of the 
emigration of that country. It was our own 
people that went there; and he desired that 
the government should let that emigration alone; 
and if they should form an independent gov- 
ernment for themselves, he knew not that it 
would diminish their convenience or happi- 
ness. He did not conceive it to be either conveni- 
ent or practicable for this cMitinent to be made one 
government, any more than Europe or Asia. Ho 
did not believe in the assertion that, aa the earth can- 
not have two suns, Asia cannot have two kings. 
Suppose this continent were made one.governmcnt: 
what would the effect be? Why, here we might 
have five hundred milliotia of hnhabitants; and how 
were they ^ing to bring so large a population into 
one republican government and their repreaentatrves 
into this hall' Why, each representative would rep- 
resent several millions of people; and was that 
practicable? He believed the western part of this 
continent was so situated that it must be governed 
by the people who inhabit it, if their own corafori, 
well-being, and convenience were consulted. He 
believed the best policy waa to let things alone; let 
them remain as they are until some necessity should 
•riae t* change the aspect of the state of things. 



He hoped no bill would pass tb extend our laws over 
that territory or to grant sections of lands there. 
If any laws were to be extended there it would be 
better to extend the laws of Iowa as faras waa ne- 
cessary; and if it were not necessary, why do it at 
alL' 

Mr. QARETT DAVIS though this question had 
been pending long enough; and that it was time that 
it should be decided. He should be willing to give 
Great Britain notice of our intention to terminate 
the joint occupancy in the way provided by the 
treaty; but he was not willing to vote for this bill, 
because he deemed it to be in direct conflict with the 
3d section of the articles of Ihe convention of 1818. 
What was the proposition before the committee? 
To extend our jurisdiction and laws over the ter- 
ritory of the Oregon to latitude 54 d^reea 
40 minutes — not only personal but territorial 

i'urisdiction. He would prefer the suggestion which 
lad been made to extend the lawa of Iowa over the 
Oregon, and apply them to the persons of American 
citizens; but he did not approve of the tei-ritorial 
character which was proposed to be given to them, 
because that would be in x^nflict with the third arti- 
cle of the convention of 1818. The cxtensionof 
British laws was not, aa aome supposed, of a terri- 
torial character. It was personal only, and excepted 
end exempted the citizens of the United States from 
their operation; and he should be willing lhal*we 
should act in precisely a similar manner. 

What would be the effect of the pasaags of this 
law? They had heard war dared and braved with 
a puerility on this floor, by men who were charged 
wtth the concerns of a great country, and who, by 
the declarations they had made, in his judgment, had 
shown themselves totally incompetent to have the 
charge thus committed to them by the people. For 
himself, personally, war had perhaps as little terrors 
as for any man in the House; but war waa a great 
matter — war with Great Britain was a serious mat- 
ter. If this measure passed it was war, although 
not a declaration of war in form. Oi^nize our 
government over Oregon, extend our jurisdiction of 
the Territory into the British forts, and 1st the Pres- 
ident of the United States execute this matter, and 
there would be imiyediate, direct, and fearful col- 
lisions between 'the two people. Were gentlemen 
prepared for such a measure? 

Mr. D. read from the convention of 1818, and 
argued that this bill would be a violation of its spirit 
not only, but of its letter and a breach of national 
faith. He said (in reply to the contrary decla- 
ration so frequently made) that the British govern- 
ment had not extended its jurisdiction over our citi- 
zens there, but that it had expressly exempted them 
from it. He was for asserting our right to Oregon 
— ^for asserting it deliberately — and when we had 
agreed on the wisest and most efficacious mode of 
maintaining that right, he was for supporting that 
measure by all the power in this country. IiT rela- 
tion to the mode indicated by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Adam*,] he thought it would 
probably meet with great unanimity of support in 
this House. On a matter of this kind, that might 
lead ultimatelytoawarbetween the United Statesand 
Great Britain, we ought to pause and deUberate 
before we took the decisive step. If war was to come 
on an assertion of our lights or on a point of honor, 
let it come; but let it be avoided as long as it could 
be. Let us place ourselves clearly in the right, not 
merely in the judgment of otliers, but in our own 
judgment. He trusted that the course of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Owen] would be taken; 
that this bin would be laid aside, and the resolution 
directing the PresMent to give this notice for the 
termination of the convention be taken up. 

Mr. ADAMS said he confessed he felt great dis- 
couragement fi-om the manner in which this bin 
was being driven through. He had endeavored to 
state a few days since to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Territories, [Mr. A. V. Brown,] that 
there was aome inconsistency between the act of 
this House, by which the expenditura of three or 
four thousand dollars was ordered to enlighten all 
the members of this House on the great subject 
after all — on this "indisputable" title. After thn — 
after a call on the executive for the present state of 
the negotiation so long continued on this subject — 
that they were to take the question to-morrow, be- 
fore they couM, by possibility, procure these books, 
or receive the answer from tlie President to their 
reaolution, diacontaged him. He had referred to 
this purchase of boolcB by the Houae. The chair- 
man of the committee said he did not vote for it. 
This might b« a good reason for th»geotl«man, Irat 



this information had been ordered by an almost 
unanimous vote of this House— « vote of 176 to 4; 
and he thought the House would do as well to ad- 
here to their own opinion, expressed by this order; 
and not to pass this bill, as they were called on, in 
something like a dictatorial manner, by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories, to do. 

It discouraged him; and he must draw tho infer- 
ence from it that anything further that he could say 
would be as the idle wind, to which this House would 
pay no sort of attention. The more he reflected or 
this aubjecL the more he wanted that information 
which the House had chosen to purchase at the ex- 
pense of the people, and which they had called on 
the executive for. He could not help thinking with 
this state of negotiation with the most powerful na- 
tion on earth, on a subject of as great imporuuice 
aa ever had been .or ever would be brought be- 
fore, this House, that there was something like a 
strange precipitation and rashness in attenipting to 
decide this question thus hastily; and the House, if 
they passed this bill, would have pronounced their 
own condemnation by tho act which hod preceded 
it. It waa a serious thing. The gentleman from Il- 
linois, [Mr. Douoi^Aai,] who liad rocendy sat down, 
waa extremely belligerent on this subject; he told 
them that they must not only paas this uill, but that . 
they must pius ot}ier bills. He says that the British 
have got tlirce and twenty military posts beyond the 
Rocky mountains, at the mouth of tlie Columbia 
river; and that we must have military poata also. 
This bill provided for the erection of five military 
posts, which were to go only to the Rocky moun- 
tains. If he understood the gentleman right, we 
were to have twenty-three military posts to fight 
John Bull with his military posts, and we must do 
it the moment we take this exclusive posseaaiont 

It waa not without much serious deliberation that 
he had come to the determination, before this debate 
commenced, to agree to give notice to the British 
government that this thing must be settled; that we 
could negotiate no longer; that we claimed exclusive 
rght there. We had agree to suspend a final deci- 
sion on this subject by the convention of 1818— 
twenty-seven years ago. Why had we come to that 
conclusion at that time? Because we did think there 
waa aome substance in the claim of the British gov- 
ernment, and that it was a fair and honorable 
propsition to them to compromise — to give up 
our daim as far as 49 degrees, rather than fight 
for it. What, at that time, was the alternative to 
this mutual suspension of the decision of the claims 
of Ihe two countries It was instant war. The 
convention was hegotiated by one of the Meat ne- 
gotiators ever concerned in the affairs of our eSuntrj^.' 
— by Albert Gallatin. He had before him Ae ne- 
gotiation at tho time of that conference with the 
British government — the propositions made on both 
sides — the sacrifices actually made on both sides, in 
order to come to an understanding. It was a very 

Erobable thing that the President of the United 
tates, if he answered at all the resolutions of the 
House on this subject, might send these papers tO'. . 
this House. He did not knowthat they were in ' 
the possession of any member of this House, un- 
less, perhaps, the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. These were papers commtmicated - 
confidentially to the Senate of the United States be> . 
fore the issue of that negotiation; they were printed 
confidentially by the Senate, and he (Mr. A.) made 
now what little use he should make of them, be- 
cause he considered that that confidence was no 
longer binding, and because they contained a vast 
deal of information which every member of this 
House ought to possess, before deciding upon this 
great and terrible question. This showed the whole 
proccsi of the negotiation between QntA Britain 
and our government; it ahowcd the discussion be- 
tween the two governments of almost every ques- 
tion they had now discussed here ; upon the ques- 
tion what should be the extent orf exclusive juris- 
diction; upon the question what was the effect of the 
act of the British Parliament of 1831: it showed the 
reasona why the United Statea could not paaa a sim- 
ilar act on tJieir part; the points on which they ap- 
proached towards agreement; and the further deter- 
mination that they could not agree, and must throw 
over the subject to a future time. This waa in 
1818, when we had just come out of a war, which 
made us all think a great deal more of what w^ 
waa, than, judging fVom the proposed action of ti* 
House on this bill, we did now. Take his word "^T 
it, if they did hit upon a war on this subject, there- ^ 
would loon be thouMtndf and mSHott of iM p«<>: 



^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



228 



CONOfiESSIONAL GLOBE: 



pie of this oouDtiy who would ask of their govecn- 
ment why they were at war. 

It was, therefore, with great anxiety of delibera- 
tion that he had come to the conclusion that now 
was the time to say to Great Britain that this nego- 
tion must be closed; that we must hare a certainty 
of what territory we possessed on the Pacific ocean, 
not only "indisputable," but "undisputed." There- 
fore, he wished to go a little further than the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Owen] 
— ^that was to say, to pass this bill first, and then 

five notice to th« British -goTsmment. He was 
ret for giving the notice to the British goTemment; 
and then for providing that whatever they did now 
should take effect only after the conclusion of the 
term of twelve months for which the notice was to 
be riven. If wo are to have war (said Mr. A.) I 
wish to put onr foot on the foundation of everlasting 
right; and there I always have been and always 
smdl be, in the short remnant of my life, ready to go 
for defending our position. The right first; then 
rood policy and expediency. But the question had 
become of so much importance now that it was time 
to settle with Qreat Britain what our territorial pos- 
sessions on the South sea are, and what those of 
Great Britain are. He was ready, therefore, to 
pass by itself a resolution directing that notice to be 
^ ven; he was ready to do it either in the form of a 
joint resolution or in the veryfirat section of this 
bill. 

He would give the twelve months' notice; be- 
cause in that respect hs differed essentially from the 
principle advanced by the chairman of the Commit- 
tee OB Foreign Affairs, that this House had nothing 
to do with the termination of the joint occupancy. 
On the contrary, he believed that this House had 
everything to do with it, because it was war; and 
the war power was axpretsly given to Congress by 
the constitution. He thought that by giving thra 
notice, and postponing all nirther action on the part 
of the House, it would be the best way of bringing 
the negotiation to a close; because the British gov- 
ernment would see that the thing must be settled 
within the year, and they would concede a great deal 
for the purpose of avoiding war. In that way we 
should jget more than we could" get in any other 
way. He believed, tso, that if they went to war in 
the rash way they were going to do, the result 
would be that their antagonist would require greater 
sacrifices of us than they now asked. Then would 
come the time when the people of this country 
would ask why we went to war. Then would 
come the time to make sacrifices for the sake of 
peace; and we would not get the 49th degree. No 
member of this House had dared to tell what the 
British government had to say on this subject; and 
y«t they were precipitating their action, without 
Knowing the other side or the question. 

Mr. A. then referred to, and made some 
quotations firom, the correspondence with the 
British government, which bad been printed 
by the Senate under the injunction of secrecy, 
and showed from it the arguments offered by them 
against our establishing a territorial government over 
the country. He then went on to say that such was 
the increasing population of the West, and the num- 
ber of active, enterprising, and warlike young men 
yearly coming to maturity there, that Oregon, in the 
natural course of events, would be settled liy a force 
that would bid defiance to any efforts of the British 
government to prevent them. He also said, that 
while thought it indispensable that the twelve 
months' notice should be given previous loany other 
proceedings on our part, he was not willing to give 
up an acre of the territory; and, when the year was 
expired, would be willing to adopt any measures to 
take possession of it, and defend it. He thought 
that the negotiations had been pending long enough, 
and that it was time they should cease. 

Mr. A. Y. BROWN supposed it was necessary 
that he should submit some few remarks in reply to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Adims.] 
The gentleman seemed to think that some days ago 
he treated him some degree of rudeness in declining 
to postpone this bill to a day that he proposed. In 
reply to a suggestion at the time made by the sen- 
tleman, he sua that he had no disposition to drive 
this biU through, but that it was subject to the direc- 
tion of the members of the House, who could hasten 
^r retard its progress as they pleased. What was 
reas >n the gentleman gave for wishing to postpone 
Why, there was a book which very few had 
f, that gave so much information on this 
that every difficulty would be settled by 
t, and he wanted to delay the action of the 




House till that book was procured. Why, this 
book had been published years ago by order of the 
Senate, and evei7 member of the House could get it 
by application for it. But it was said here was a 
new and enlarged edition of it, which gave new 
lights which were not found in the first edition. But 
v^o did not know that the reports made to the 
House by Mr. Pendleton, and by Mr. Cashing, on 
this very subject, contained all the information 
that could be given on it? Indeed, either of 
them was far more valuable than Mr. Greenhow^ 
book, and could be had by any member that de- 
sired, at a moment's warning. Again, the gentle- 
man said that he was s&tisfi^ that our title to the 
country was indisputable. Why, then, wait for 
any body's book? The gentleman quoted him as 
saying that he considered it the duty of the execu- 
tive only to give the twelve months' notice to end 
the joint occupancy, and that this House had 
nothing to do with it. Now, the gentleman did not 
explain his (Mr. B.'s) position correctly. He did say 
that the executive was competent to give the' notice, 
without the action of the House, having more inform 
mation on the subject than they could possibly 
have; but he did not say the House had no right to 
give the notice. That was a point which the com- 
mittee did not touch on in their report, and which 
he did not make in his remarks of yestenlay. 

The gentleman from Maauichusetts had read a 
portion of the correspondence between the two 
countries at a former period, and by examinaUon of 
the report, part of which had been read, it would be 
found that the committee had adverted to the same 
correspondence, and incorporated in their report the 
material part of that con«8pondence,^or such as 
they supposed would have a material influence on 
the question. He wished the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts had read a little further than he did of 
that correspondence. On the 33d page of the re- 
port the committee speak as follows: 

"The IiOo'tice don* to (the United States hj the doable 
uie which Great Brilaia malcet of the UndMn'i Bay Com- 
puiy, wustropgly firmed by Mr. Gallatin, in hla conleren- 
ces with thepriuth ministers on the subject, in \t926 and 
18:27. Tho British ministers were not insensible to the force 
of liis objections. And th« following passage of Mr. IGalla- 
tin's letter of December 30, 1836. is important in its bearing 
upon the question of what legislation Congresa may adopt, 
without liifringement of the treaty relations of the two 
powers. 

" 'The establishment of a distinct territorial government 
on the west tide of the Stony mountains would also be ob- 
jected to as an attempt to exercise exclusive sovereignty. 
I observed that, althongh the Northwest company might, 
from its being Inoorporatad, from the habits of tJie m^n they 
employed, and fTom liaving a monopoly with respect to 
trade, so far as British subjects were concerned, carrv on a 
species of government without the assistance of that of 
Great Britun, itwaa otlierwise with us. Our population 
there would coasist of several independent companies and 
individuals. We had always been m the habit, in our most 
remote settlements, of caxrying laws, courts, and justices of 
the peace with us. There was an absolute necessity, on 
our pari, to have some species of government. Without it, 
the Icind of sovereignty, or rather Jurisdiction, which it was 
intended to admit, could not be exercised on our part.' " 

Now what follows, the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts did not recul. 



"It was suggested, and seemed to be'acqniesced in, that 
the difficulty might be obviated, providea the erection 
of a new tarritorj' was not confined exclusively to the ter- 



ritory west of the mountains; that It should be defined as 
embracing all the possessions of the TJnitedJ States west or 
a line tlut should be at some distance from, and east of, the 
Stony mountains." 

After commenting on these extracts, the honor- 
able gentleman proceeded. The bill at the last ses- 
sion was drawn in conformity with these sugges- 
tions, and the jurisdiction of Iowa was proposeil to 
be extended over the Territory of Oregon; but at 
the present session Iowa was to be admitted into 
the Union, and to take her laws would be inconve- 
nient, if not inconsistent. What, then, was the com- 
mittee to do, with the prospect of Iowa coming into 
the Union? Why, they went on to establish a dis- 
tinct Territory, Mginnii^ at the summit of the 
Rocky mountains. In this they had departed from 
the letter of the admissions made by the British min- 
istsr; but had thsy departed from them in subsUtnce? 
What had they done? He put the law of 1803 — 
and it was that law which had deceived so many 
gentlemen on this fioor — it was in that law that they 
pretended to find an exemption of American citizens 
from the operation of British laws. But in 1603 
they knew that American citizens were not there in 
any considerable numbers; there were Eu- 
ropelhs there, and it was in their favor that the 
exemptions were made. But in 1831 our claims 
had npened up, our citizens had gone there, and it 
became necessary to make a new provision. What, 
tl)pn, did tbe Bntiah Parliament ao? Extended tha 



jurisdiction of the laws in foroe in Canada to the 
Oregon, appointed justices of ths peace, who, being 
sent there, had jurisdiction in <^rtain cases; and 
every man, wheuier an American citizen or a Brit- 
ish iubiect, was subject to the laws passed by tfae 
British 'Parliament. For the hi^er offences, the 
party committme them was arrested and taken to 
Canada for trial. He invited the attention of gen- 
tlemen to on examination of the law of 1821, which 
extended the laws of Great Britain over that coub- 
try, to see if they could find one solitary excq>tion 
in iavor of American citizens. He noped they 
would be able to do it; he should rejoice at the dis- 
covery if such a provision could be found; but be 
could not find it himself, and he questk>ned if any- 
body else could. 

He now came to the question of what they pro- 
posed to do by this bill. Was it anything which 
the British Parliament had not dm>e by its legisla- 
tion? He maintained that they proposed to do no 
more than the British Parliament had done— not oae 
solitary thing. Was it said that the British Parlis- 
ment had not sent govomors to Ongool Be it so: 
biit the British governor was in Canada, and, by 
virtue of his office, he was governor of Or%oo, 
though not actually being in the territory; and when 
we appoint a govemor and send him to the place 
where his duties are to be paribrmed, there was no 
difference in point of principle. The En^ish jodgea, 
too, reside in Canada, and ours would reside in Or- 
egon. Was there any actual difference in principle 
in that? Were we. carrying out rights beyond what 
Great Britain had don^ Where, and in what re- 
spect, were we going one inch beyond the example 
which England had set us? And if we do not go 
beyond that example, where is the cause for war? 
Wjiat provocation tlo we give for war? Kot the 
slightest; and Great Britain, could not declare war 
against us for anything contained in this bill, unless 
she sought a war for another purpose; and if thai 
was her ilesire, be would say, let her have it— in the 
first day and hour that she desires it, let her have IL 
Since he had had a seat on this floor, he had aeen 
more than one day when he could have aaid, let bCT 
have it. Who did not remember the case of the 
"Caroline," when Brititii soldiers were rowed with 
muffled oars to our shores, and cut loose an American 
steamer which they sent blaziiig down the atream 
and over the cataract of the Niagara, with all ber 
unfortunate inmates? The waters of the Niagara 
have been long since closed over that ill-fated veaael, 
but a cry for vengeance came up from the deep and 
troubled waters in which the Caroline was engulfed. 
For the present, however, he would let that pass. 
Why should England talk of war? Was it because 
we take possession of the disputed Territory juat 
as she has done? H« could not believe that such ■ 
result would ensue. 

He then proceeded to say that he had never actan 
an American Congress take hold of an American 
question with a better spirit than on this occasion, 
and therefore he had heemi, with pleasure, the ni^ 
gestions which had been made, come from what 
quarter they might. One suggestion offered and 
reasoned upon by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
had convinced him, and he adopted the suggestioQ, 
and had prepared an amendment precisely in m^ 
cordance therewith. It had been said, vou ars 
breaking the third article of the convention oy pass- 
ing this l)ill; but this he denied. But again, it was 
uiged, suppose it should be so underatood, and 
Great Britain shouM believe that they intended to 
do so. Well, to negative this, he had prepared a 
provision reciting that third article, and then guard- 
ing against sudi a conclusion. Now he auppoaed 
that would obviate all objections; but another gtzt- 
tlenian rose and said, oh ! you are taking a ats) 
that Great Britain never intended nor eontemplatea. 
What was that? Oh ! you are dividing out and per- 
titioning the land, regardless of the rights af Great 
Britain. To this he replied, that they ^ew very 
well that any grant of land must be subject to the 
future adjustment of the two countries; but if they 
would rather have it so expressed in the bill, be it ao; 
and to meet that he had prepared a provision. But 
how would that operate? Were the people wbo 
were setthng south of the Columbia river ever to be 
distiu-bed under any circumatances? Were we ever 
to lose a foot of land there? There was not an Amer- 
ican citizen whose heart would not leap in hia bre ast 
at the bare idea of making any concessions souLh of 
the Columbia river. But suppose our citizeiw shoold 
settle north of the Columbia river beyond 49 deg. of 
north latitude, or 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, and beyond the 
line that might be drawn whenever thia qoestkw 
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shall b« Mttled by negotiation, or by war if they 
pleased: the moment our title fluled to the part on 
which thoee citizens resided, they would drop 
down to our undisputed territory and say they 
had lost tlieir pre-emption right; and who would say 
that this government could not at once give them 
another pre-emption right as'good' Did that embar- 
rass the case? Not at all. Who was there, then, 
that was not willing to give a pledge to eyery man 
that should go to that country and cultivate It, of a 
liberal renewal of pre-emption right elsewhere, if he 
should be disposaoMed by the Mtablishment of the 
British title to the land ne might occupy? Would 
that injure the British goTemment? Could she 
take offence at such a provision in our law? 

From these remarks the committee would per- 
ceive that he had availed himself of every su(x;ea- 
tion which had been made, so as to make thebill 
aecaptable to the. House, as he thought it would be 
acceptable to the British government. He came 
next to speak of the suggestions made by the gen- 
tleman from MasMu^usetts, which, coming m>m 
him, were of great weight and importance. The 
objection was, that they had started at the wrong 
end, and that they should give the notice first. 
Now he (Mr. 6.) ud not so understand it. If that 
were the eonect coiuse, he would, with pleasure, 
follow in the wake of the gent|em2m from Massa- 
choaetts; but he did not so understand it. Why 
did they propose to pass this measure? Simply 
because our people have gone to that country, and 
are there wilnout government, and we want to give 
them the benefit of our laws. They had not fled 
from their country, nor from enr laws and institu- 
tion^ they have carried all with them, and what 
was now proposed, was, to give them the benefiu 
of our laws in their urgent necessities. Some gen- 
tlemen said they had got judees there already; but 
they were laws for organized British society, and 
they were British ju&es. They preferred our 
laws to British laws. But it was said they had oi^ 
gaoized their own society, and had framed their 
own laws. True, they had, for some government 
was necessary; but nothing could induce th'em to 
adhere'to theu- own omnixation, but our refusals 
to meet their wants and necessities. But if tliey 
should first give the notice of twelve months, they 
would be met with the plea that the British settlers 
could not abandon the territory, because they had 
contracu made and business unsettled. And if they 
gave notice to quit, and the British did not then 

2uit, what would be the next step? Would they 
rive away the foreign settlers? In suc^case would 
they not resist on the ground of ^Mpcessity to 
stand in self-defence. This bill, hoiHer, avoided 
the evils of a different course, and gave to Ameri- 
can citizens a eovemment and the prolsction of 
laws which the Briti^ setlleis enjoyed. 

The honorable gentleman recapitulated some of 
the provisions of this bill for the trial of persons 
guilty of crimes, to show their liberality; and that 
they most prove tinexceptionable to Great Britain. 
He said he was careful that they should do nothing 
wrong; and then he could bid any power defiance. 
He eaafeased that hs was aftaid of an unjust war 
with Enjgland or an^ other notion; but when we 
had justice on our side, he would quail before no 
power on this globe; and this would account for the 
zeal which he felt on this aad on the Texas ques- 
tion too. He wanted Texas because England 
wanted it. Oreat Britain did not desire any in- 
wease of our power which would moke us more 
formidable to the nations of theeaidi.Thestarsof our 
"eiMblic shone so bright that they have attracted 
me entry of foreign nations: the crowned hetds of 
Europe looked upon our prosperity with amaze- 
I tBtit; for they knew the impression which our ex- 
< ample produced on their own population, and 
I hence they were deairous to destroy the influence 
I of our example. 

He wanted Oregon for the same purpose; he 
I wanted our population to spread from ocean to 
, JS^J"*""" the Aroostook on the north to the Rio 
I I^l Norte on the south — a magnificent empire which 
I ibould strike terror and dismay to the enemies of 
I "* institutions, and of republican forms of rovem- 
' ?*!["- Qiveus this bill, (said Mr. B.,)guardedcau- 
• ™»ly, benevolently guiRrded,a8 it was; give us 

' -Hal' *"* '"' ^"^ "' "" •"P''" before us which 
f ymmityerf Amtncnnhenit. with pride and with 

t joy- 

f Mr. WINTHROP obtained the floor; and at re- 
I quest, (but with the notice that he had no purpose 
of making a speech,) he yielded to 



Mr. HOPKINS, on whose motion the committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave, presented reso- 
lutions of the legislature of Illinois, asking a dona- 
tion of land for the Illinois and fidichigan Canal; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The House then adjourned. 

Th« following notices of petitions, presenltd to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. HOPKINS: The peUUon of H. Saflbrd aad 76 
other citiieni of the county of MniUngum, Ohio, praying 
for a reduction of the tate< of pottage, and the abiiagemaiu 
of the frakina uirileM. 

By Mr. WHKATON: The petition of 133 citizen! of the 
county of Onondaga, New York, aiking for the immediate 
abolition of ilavery in the Dlitriot of Colombia: referred to 
the Committee for the Ojitrict of Colombia. 

By Mr. A. P. STON£: The memorial of 63 citisena of the 
Stato of Ohio, praying Congreaa to fnmiah James Ruitell 
with the means to cautmct a national planetariam at 
Washington. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The memorial of the New York IntU- 
totion for the Deaf and Damb, for the distribution of books, 
Sec., published by order of Congress, to their institution. 
The memorial of^many citizens of the city of New York, 
praying Congreta to divide the public lands into lots, for the 
occupation oi citizens not posaested of other land, or to re- 
strict tk« division of them among the States with this condi- 
tion. 

By Mr. J. W. DAVIS: The petition of D. M. Dobson and 
loe other citiaeBS, asking a mail root* from .Spencer, by 
Mill Qrore, to PiitnamviUe, Indiana. The petition of Joseph 
Wheoler and 70 other citizens, asking a grant of land to as- 
sist Indiana in completing the Wabaan and Erie canal to the 
Ohio river. 

B^ Mr. FULLER: Tha petllion of Byron Kiogsbnry, ad- 
ministrator of Captain Simon Spalding, asking that provi- 
sion be made to authorize the payment of a certain ootttand- 
ing certificate of commutation pay. 

Bv Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of JeA'ries Wilkiuson, 
asking compeniation for extra work done by him on the 
wait at Cape Henry light house: referred to the t^omiaittee 
on Commerce. 

Br Mr. WKTHGRED: The memorial of Charles Boeder, 
engineer, asking an appropriation for the purpose of testing 
the utilitr of his invention for preventing explosions in 
steam boilers; referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. THOM.f S S.MITH: The petition of A. J. Cotton, 
an eldur in the Mothodist Episcopal church, and one of tha 
Judges of the Deartwrae circuit court, Indiana, representing 
that he has been intimately acquainted with Benjamin Man- 
lilT, an applicant for a pension; sud that the said ManlilT is 
old. poor, and infirm. He recommends strongly- the appli- 
cant's case to the favorable and speedy consideration of 
Congress in consideration of his serricbs. He says the said 
applicant, as will be seen by his papers on file, was dm>i« 
toon five years a prisoner amongst tha Turks at Tripoli, and 
that subsequently he served with General Jackson in the 
Seminole war; assisted in taking Arbuthnot and Ambrister. 
and that he was engage.! in several attacks on our "rad 
foes:" referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. ROBERT S.VIITH: The memorial of 330 citizens 
of Itaudolph county, lilinois, piaying Congress to grant 
adequate relief to the distressed suirecrn by the late fiood 
in the Mississippi river and some of its tributaries: labrred 
to the Committee of Claims. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fmoat, February 1, 1845. 

The journal was read. 

Mr. REDING, on leave, oflered a resolution di- 
recting the Committee on the Judiciary to repeal 
the act of August S9, 1842, to provide for other 
remedial justice >n the courts of^the United State; 
which was adopted. 

Mr. G. W. JONES asked leave to offer a 
resolution calling on the Secretary of the Treasury 
for information, with reference to the operation of 
the present tariff act, during the year ending De- 
cember 31, 1844, the amounts of imports, of the dif- 
ferent articles, offree articles, &«. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. J moved a suspension of the rules for the 
reception of this resolution.' 

Tne motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked leave to report a bill 
pursuant to notice; but objections were made. 

Mr. BAYLY asked _ leave, and objectioris being 
made, moved a suspension of the rules, to withdraw 
certain petitions from the files of the House. 

The House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. HARALSON, on leave, made several ad- 
verse and other reports from the Committee on' 
Military Affairs, viz: on the petition of citizens of 
NaasachusetUi, for the abolition of the army; the 
petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, in relation to a 
donation for a national foundry; the petition of 
Captain A. Partridge for the loan of one hun- 
drra and fifty stand of muskets, to be used at 
the University at Norwich, 'Vermont; also, on the 
resolutions of the legishiture of Illinois, asking the 
establishment of on arsenal at fort Massae. The 
first and third were laid on the table, and the second 



and fourth of which were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, where are 
pending bills on the same subject. 

On motion of Mr. SIMONS, from the Committee 
on Elngraving, 

Rtiolotd, That tha usDal number of maps of the surrey 
and improvement in Dnbuque harbor be published, to ac- 
company House doenment No. SI. 

MILEAGE or MEMBERS. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD called for the consideration 
of the motion submitted by him some days since for 
the reconsideration of the vote by whidi the bill 
with reference to the milesge of members was order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

Mr. COBB (of the Committee oo Mileage) said 
the bill, as ordered to be engrossed, provided that 
the mileage of members be computed according to 
the most direct main mail route from their residence 
to this House. The object of the geAdonan from 
New York in reconsidering this bill, was to move to 
amend it by striking out the wtwd "main." so that 
mileage should be computed by the most direct mail 
route. He trusted the amenilment of the gentleman 
would prevI^l. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD read fliom a document, 
showing that 153,335 miles was the whole amount 
tmvelleS and char|^ for by the members of this 
House, and that 107,038 was the whole distance by 
the shortest mail route, thus exhibiting an excess of 
46,296 miles, and for them a charge of about fSO.OOO 
over the distance and charge by the shortest mail 
routes. He also urged that there were many in«- 
qualities under the present system, which should be 
corrected. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS pointed out the difilenl^ 
which would aeeompany the oanrying out of tha 
amendment proposed, in ascertaining what was the 
nearest mail route. From that portion of Indiana 
from which he came there were not less than six 
mail routes leading towards Washington. To carry 
out the spirit and letter of this aniendmant, wotdd 
require the employment of at least one engineer to 
ascertain what were the nearest mail routes; for all 
the reports to the Poet Oflice Department were very 
wide from correctness. 

But he hoped that the bill would be reconsideiied, 
and that another amendment would be adopted, to 
make this reduction apply to themselves as well as 
to their successors in Congress. He asked as a 
matter of justice, and demanded as a matter of right, 
whatever pruning was to take place, that that pru- 
ning should begin at home, with themselTes. 

Tliere were other and more important reforms 
that he wanted to see under this bill. He was sur- 
prised when the Committee on Mileage undertook a 
reform, that ther bod not taken up me whole sub- 
ject, and given them such a bill as would give satis- 
facuon to the country, as well as to the consdenee 
of every man who ooired to see justice meted oat 
alike to all. 

Mr. COBB, in reply to Mr. Davii, said there was 
no difficulty in ascertaining what were the nearest 
mail routes. All this information was contained in 
the Poet Office Department, and would be furnished 
on the application of the members of this House, 
or of the committee. There was no difficulty in 
ascerttiining the most direct mail route, althotigh 
there might be with reference to the most direct 
"main" mail route. 

He had no objections in reference to the applying 
the provisions of this bill to the present House; 
but he was aware that if these amendments, of one 
kind and another, were added to the bill, they would 
defeat it altogether. 

The object of the bill was twofold: to reduce the 
mileage, and to render it more, uniform. There 
were members living within fifty or one hundred 
miles of each other, whose mileage exceeded the 
one the other by some three or four hundred miles. 

In reference to the compliUnt that the committee 
had not gone further, he said the Committee on 
Mileage had restricted their operations to that which 
came within the proper limits of their jurisdiction. 
They were not authorised to consider any other 
question than that of mileage. If there were other 
questions, let them be referred to the proper stand- 
ing committee, or let a special committee be raised 
for tliem. But he insisted upon it that it was wholly 
wrong to vole down a measure of this kind because 
it did not afford relief from all abuses. Let them 
lake litem and correct them as they arise. 

Mr. HOPKINS appealed to the House, as the 
time for the debate of the Oregon question was 
limited, to allow this biH to lay ever by general 
consent. 
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On motion of Mr. COBB, the further considera- 
tion of the motion to reconsider was. poatponed till 
Monday next. 
TERRITORIAL COVERNMENT FOR OREGON. 
On motiort of Mr. HOPKINS, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
slate of the Union, (Mr. Weli.er, of Ohio, in tlie 
chair,) and resumed the consideration oflhe bill to 
establish a territorial government over Oregon, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. CULLOM desired to offer as an amendment 
a proviso that the jurisdiction and sovereignty to be 
exercised under this bill, should not be m contra' 
vention of the terms of the treaty with Great Britain 
of 1818. 

The CHAIR said that the amendment wasjiot 
then in order. 

Mr. WINTHROP, who had the floor, observed 
that he stated yesterday evening that it was not his 
design to occupy the attention of the committee for 
any length of time. Hia remarks would, therefore, 
be brieh It would eiao be remembered that he ad- 
dressed the House on this subject at the last ses- 
sion; and he was willing to stand by what he then 
said, circumstances not having materially changed 
since that time. He did not intend to enter into an 
argument in regard to the title of the United States 
to this Territory. No such argument was necessa- 
ry, gentlemen on all sides being satisfied that the 
American title is the best one. It seemed, however, 
to have been forgotten that there was another party 
which had someuiine to do with the matter, and the 
British government has to be convinced of the va- 
lidity of that title. If gentlemen could find any 
means of satisfying Sir Robert Peel or Ix>rd Aber- 
deen of the goodness Of our title, they wouhl turn 
their arguments to a much better account. It seemed 
to him, though, that no argument, however good, 
would have any weight, if urged in the tone 
and temper which had been manifested in tlie 
course of this discussion. In his view, the whole 
discussion was unwise, ill-timed, and impolitic. In 
his opinion, it was exceedingly ill-judged to be en- 
gaged in this discussion at the moment when ne- 
gotiations were pending between the two countries 
lor the settlement of this very question, particularly 
as the argimienta ubed migA not be conformable 
with those which the Secretary of State was now 
pressing on the BriUsh government. We had as- 
surances that the negotiations bad not failed, and 
that they were still in progress. We have assu- 
rances that the results of that negotiation will be 
laid before Congress before tlie end of the session. 
Then why not wait a few weelis for the termination 
of that negotiation? Why insist on making a step 
in the dark on his momentous question, when by 
a few week's delay we might proceed with safety? 
It really appeared to him that these proceedings 
savored something of a distrust of the one to whom 
these negotiations are committed. He did not 
know that there was any purpose entertained that 
this measure was to exeruse any influence in the 
formation of the cabinet of the President elect; but 
it seemed to him that the friends of Mr. Calhoun 
ought to feel a little jealousy on this subject; and it 
also appeared to him that the passage of this bill, 
while the negotiation was pending, could not but be 
considered as a want of confidence in the present 
Asnerican minister. What were tlie grounds on 
which this hill was now pressed? Why, "we can't 
have any more negotiations;" " wo have had 
enough of negotiations;" "negotiations arc a mere 
sacrifice of our territory, and always have been so;" 
"they are but another name for a sacrifice of the 
sovereignty and soil of the country." These were 
the cries by which the passage of this bill was urged 
at this time. Why, one mi^ht suppose from this 
that we had at the head of the Department of State 
some British whig, who was reculy to sell the terri- 
tory of the United State!) fdr gold. One would hard- 
ly suppose that we had a democratic Secretary of 
State, or a deraorxatie adminiatraiion on the eve of 
coming in. He, for one, wished to give to the ma- 
jority m tlic House, the supporters of the adminis- 
tration, a fair chance of showing to the country 
what is an honorable settlement of a disputed 
boundary questioi). He desired to have a demo- 
cratic model for the settlement of a boundary ques- 
tion. He desired that these abler, wiser, and more 
Eowerfol negotiators, may pluck up the drowning 
onor of the nation by the locks. It had frequent- 
ly been cbaiged that the treaty of Washington was 
a dishonorable surrender of the territory of the Uni- 
ted States. It was true that foui^fifths of the sena- 



ton concurred in the ratification of the treaty^ It 
was true that the State of Maine had her commis- 
sioners here, who assented to it; and it was also true 
that the State of Maine had her share of the in- 
demnity. But the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Hahum] said that the treaty was passed with the 
unanimous dissent of the only democratic senator 
Maine had on the floor, to which he would reply 
that it was passed with the unanimous assent of the 
only whig senator Maine had on the floor of the 
Senate; and without intending any disparagement 
to Mr. Ruel Williams, the democratic senator, he 
might say that his colleague, the whig senator, might 
fully compare with him for virtue, intelligence, and 
patriotism. But gentlemen said that we must have 
no more negotiations. Where did this lead to? It 
led inevitably and wantonly, to war — war with Eng- 
land now, and with all the world hereoAer. But 
even war would not prevent negotiations; for, after 
the war is over, these questions of boundary must 
still be settled by negotiation; and th« only question 
to be dalermined was, whether we are to have ne- 
gotiation without war, or war first, and negotiation 
afterwards. For his part, he was for negotiating 
without war, for the reason that -if we were driven 
to war, we tnell be compelled to take a less satisfac- 
tory boundary than we now are able to obtain. Mr. 
W., after deprecating and protestine against the dis- 
position he so often saw manifested to get up a war 
with England, observed that she was the nation 
which was able to do us the most good in peace, 
and the most harm in war; and that the interest of 
the whole country required us to be at peace with 
her. But then it was said that Great Britain was 
so grasping and manifested such a spirit of aggran- 
disement and aggression, that we can take no other 
courae with her, and the honorable member from 
Illinoia [Mr. Docolaib] said yesterday that she 
was hemming us in on every side on our own con- 
tinent. As this declaration had been repeatedly 
made, he desired to analyze it. 

This ascrtion seemed to have been mode on tlie 
ground that we were the original nation on this con- 
tinent, and that Great Britain was continually mak- 
ing encroachments on our territory. He had some- 
times entertained the idea that Great Britain once 
had possession over the very territory which formed 
this Union, and he had heard of our fiithera having 
wrested it ftom her. He hod heard of the tea-tax, and 
Bunker Hill, and Yorktown, emd other memorable 
events of the contest which separated «s from that 
power; and bethought that the result ofitwasto 
leave her but an inconsiderable portion of the terri- 
tory she once possessed. Instead of her hemming 
us in, we are hemming her out; and he should think 
that there had been a good deal more of ripping 
than hemming in (he matter. 

Instead of Great Britain having enclosed us in a 
netrwork, it appeared to him that we had broken out 
of the net-work. He would hke to ask the gentle- 
man fVom Illinois what foot of land on this North 
American continent Great Britain had acquired 
since our declaration of independence. How was 
it as to the Canadas? It seemed to him that he had 
heard that we had something to do with the acquisi- 
tion of Canada, and our troops were repaid for those 
services by the discipline which they acquired to fit 
them for the contest of our revolution. Then as to 
Cuba, on which it was said Great Britain had fixed, 
her .eye: he had always thought Great Britain 
herself ceded Cuba to Spain; having acquired Cuba 
she ceded that coimtry back to Spain. Oh, but she 
had her eye on California, her heart on Cuba, and 
she ventured to entertain the hope of getting Texas; 
and what had ve been doing in the mean time? Of 
which of the two countries would impartial history 
record the greater exhibitionof a spirit of aggran- 
disement and aggression on this North American 
continenL' While Great Britain was looking at 
Texas, we acquired Louisiana. While she had 
her eye on Cuba, we had got our hand on Florida; 
and while she htid her heart on California, we were 
annexing Texas. She had not acquired a single inch 
of territory on this continent, except on the settle- 
m. nt of boundary lines by fair and impartial treaties. 
He then made some observations on the reproaches 
which were cast on this floor on the negotiations 
which were passed, and the menaces and bravadoes 
which were heard in relation to those which were 
pending, and he expressed the hope that Mr. Cal- 
houn, or any succeeding Secretary of State, would 
not be influenced by the expression of sentiments 
of that sort; but that he would dare to do whatever 
the honor and peace of the country woiUd justify 
and demand* 



He read an extract from a speech made by Mr. 
Huskisson in the British House of Commons in 
1830, on which he commented, to show that there 
were two sides to the question; and that both 
countries had been charged with desires to ageran- 
dise themselves by acquiring territory. Mr. tlus- 
kisson drew a strong picture of the acquisitioDs 
which this republic was making on the Gulf of 
Mexico; and the honorable gentleman was under- 
stood to read an extract to show that Mr. Jefferson 
had his eye on Cuba. 

He then alluded to the comments of the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Dooolasi] on the remarks 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. E. J. 
Moaais.] The gentleman from Illinoia seemed to 
work himself up to a dangerous state of excitement, 
and chafed himself into a towerine passion, because 
the gentleman from Pennsylvanianad intimated that 
the Oregon might be formed into a separate govern- 
ment, and that limits should be- set to this repub- 
Kc. Now, where did that idea originate? This via 
not the firat time that 

"The ihaft at nindom leot, 

Hu hit tbe muk which vu not nwast** 

He then read an extract fVom a speech delivocd 
by Mr. Benton in 18& on that subject, in which the 
senator from Missouri was undcretood to expieaa 
the opinion that nature had fixed the Rocky moun- 
tains as our western boundary. Some gentleman 
here, however, were of opinion that thw repub'ic 
must have the whole of the continent — if it were n»- 
cessary. If it were necessary ! And all for the 
glory of the republic He had read a definition of 
glory which said that glory is like that circle in the 
water which never ceases to enlarge itself till by 
broad spreading it is dispersed to nought. 

He said he was opposed to any action on this 
subject under the circumstances which now exist 
and during the present session of Congress, unless 
they could obtain some tidings of the progress of the 
pending negotiations. He wished to get the Ore- 
gon, and it was because he wished to get that terri- 
tory that he was opposed to this bill. He then 
made some comments on the provisions of the bill 
itself, in which he was interrupted by the expira- 
tion of his hour. 

Mr. SHEPARD CARY said Uie rsmai^ c^ 
the gentleman from Massachusetts would iiave a». 
toni^ed him had they come from any other gentle- 
man in this body. But that gentlemcm's iratnediata 
constituents would be somewhat astonished at tbe 
alarm manifested by him lest this measure afaould 
involve us in war with Great Briuun. The gentle- 
man's constituents, a^ he saw from the papers this 
morning, h|^lately held a convention called for 
considerii^^B propriety of recommending a diaao- 
lution of tnlKtion. 

Mr. WINTHROP. Does the gentleman aaaett 
that such resolutions were passed? 

Mr. CARY. They were considered. 

Mr. WINTHROP. They were offered by an 
individual member and were unanimously rejected ! 
[LaOghter.] 

Mr. CARY resumed. He believed they were not 
acted on, but the meeting was called to consider 
tlie propriety of such a recommendation. Under 
these circumstances, he should think the gentleman^ 
constituents would have but little fear of being in- 
volved in war, provided this scheme could be car- 
ried ouu The gentleman had not surprised him, after 
he manner in which the gentleman bad commenced, 
that he was fotmd quotmg British authorities to 
support him. The gentleman had quoted the sans* 
authority from which he (Mr. C.) had recently 
quoted to show that the whig party was identified 
with Great Britain in opposiuon to the annexation 
of Texas. 

The gentleman had gravely asked when Gnat 
Britain had obtained a sinele acre of land on this 
continent since the close of the revolutionary war. 
He would answer that she had reeently obtained 
three millions of acres out of the territory of the 
State which he in part represented. He referred to 
and commented upon several other of the argumeata 
of Mr. WurrBRop, denying, among other thinea, 
that she had ever assented to that negotiation under 
which that territory was lost; but her legialatun 
had expressly declared by resolution that no part 
of her territory should be ceded to Great Britain 
to quiet the lule of that State to any reonaining 
part of that territory; and that Lord Ashburton re- 
fused in the most insulting manner to treat on these 
terms. 

He referred to a position taKen by Mr. Aoami 
yesterday, and in reply to his inquiry conoenung it. 
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Mr. ADAMS explained tfaat be bod stated that, 
in the negotiation on this subject, there was a dis- 
cussion between Mr. Gallatin and the British com- 
missioner, in the course of which the reason was 
assigned, why the act of Parliament of 1821 was 
such a mode of proceeding, a correspondent mode to 
which we could not take. The juriadictioD wtts 
therein conferred to a certain extent upon ti compa- 
ny, while our mode was the constitution of a territo- 
ry, which necessarily implied ex^usivejuriadiction. 
These were the tu-guments used. 

Mr. CARY, resuming, said this distinction mieht 
be made. But Great Bntain probably considered it 
the best and the cheapest manner of getting the . 
juriddiction of this country, as this company sup- 
ported itself, and was no expense to her. Her con- 
quest of the Indies in this way ought to be a warn- 
ing to this House, that it was high time we should 
resist a similar mode of procMure in regard to 
Oregon. 

The people of this country, he contended, had de- 
termined that this territory belonged to us, and that 
it was high time we should act in this matter. They 
well understood that no advantage was to be gained 
by negotiation with Grtat Britain, unless she 
yielded it through fear, or motives of policy. 
Talk of her integrity, her modesty, her want of 
grasping disposition! They did not exist. She 
encroached upon all countries, |nd at all times, 
unless restrained by fear. 

He had felt bound to notice this speech of the 
gentleman from Messachusetts, and he thought, 
when this subject came up in Parliament, there 
would not be a better British speech made upon it. 

Mr. HAMLIN inquired of his colleague whether 
he «ras a member of the leghlature of Maine, 
the year when the resolutions were passed to ap- 
point commissioners from that State on the subject 
of this northeastern boundary; whether- he was 
right (as he understood had been questioned by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts) in saying that 
Maine had never received a large sum of money, be- 
side the amount she had expended in taking care of 
that soil; also, whether he. was correct in saying 
that the commissioners had yielded their assent to 
tha treaty, only as far as the honor of Maine pei^ 
milted, and that it was for the treaty-making power 
to determine. 

Mr. CARY, resuming, replied, that the commis- 
sioners of Maine had yielded their assent to the 
treaty, so fkr as to allow it to go before the Senate 
of the United States, subject to the approval or re- 
jection of that body, andthat they had most reluc- 
tantly yielded. He detailed some further historical 
facts in reference to the composition and proceed- 
ing of these commissioners on the part of Maine, 
which weT« received with consia»t>l8 merri- 
ment. ^^ 

Ab to the money — miserable trash ! [laughter,] 
we received it (said Mr. C.) for selling our birth- 
right. 

Mr. F. H. MORSE (Mr. C. yielding the floor) 
inquired of bis colleague whether he was not a 
member. of the senate of that Slate the year after the 
treaty was ratified, and was not chairman of a com- 
mittee on the northeastern boundtiry; what was the 
action of that committee; whether there was not a 
report and a resolution drawn up by that commit- 
tee, condemning the treaty, and whether that report 
was over adopted. 

Mr. CARY replied that he had the honor of be- 
ing chairman of such a committee from whom such 
a report emanated, and that it was adopted by the 
senate of that Slate almost unanimousnr; but that 
the whigs in the House had raised the hue-and- 
cry, and had thrown off the question, so that no 
action was taken upon it. 

With regard to this money, Daniel Webster, af- 
ter having visited Great Britain in 1839, and re- 
ceived fees from the holders of State scrip, and per- 
haps other considerations, found tjiat money was 
very convenient to carry on this negotiation. Great 
Britain hud danced, and we had paid the fiddler. 

He said there were conditions in the treaty which 
were never complied with by Great Britain. She 
agreed to pay back certain moneys which the New 
Brunswickers had robbed the people of Maine of, 
and put into what they called the timber fund. This 
nionuy ■wsb never repaid, but when application was 
made for it they said there was no money there — 
they had spent it all. There was also certain bonds 
given by them for timber cut in the territory ac- 
knowledged to belong to Maine. They agreed to 
pay theso bonds, but the first dollar of tlteui was \ 
acTcr received. 



Mr. aEVKRANCE asked how it liappcned that 
two democt»tic and two whig commissioners were 
appointed by the Governor of Maine, seeing that he 
was a democrat, and bis party hod the ascendency 
in the State. 

Mr. CARY said that the governor perhaps might 
have hod reasons for appoinling two whigs to office 
which never influenced the whig party. That peu-ty 
was always crying out aijaiust proscription, and pro- 
claiming Uiat they would proscribe it; but they al- 
ways turned out their opponents when they hail the 
power, and never gave them appointments. He 
supposed, however, that the object in appointing 
two whig commissionei s Was to divide the rcsponsi- 
bility. After some further remarks from Mr. C. — 

Mr. MORSE entered uito a defence of the treaty 
of Washington, alleging that Great Britain had 

tiven Maine an equiviuent for all the territory she 
ad lost, viz: in the free navigation of the St. John's, 
and the privily of exporting lumber — and his col- 
league himself was greatly benefited by it, for he 
believed that he was a dealer in lumber to a large 
amount. 

Mr. CARY said that the privilege the gentleman 
spoke of was to have the timber of the citizens of 
Maine taxed, which was, previous to the treaty, free 
by a British ordinance. 

Mr. MORSE would say, notwithstanding his 
colleagues remark, that Maine was greatly benefited 
by the treaty; she had the privilege of cJVporling 
timber, grain, &c., which she never nad before. 

It had been asserted by two of his colleagues 
that Mwne never gave her assent to the Washing- 
ton treaty. Now, It appeared to him that when they 
had the oppoEtunity to condemn it, and failed to do 
so, it was equivalent to an approval of it. Now, in 
regard to th^ report the gentleman spoke of, there 
was a great deal of drumming up, and he did not 
believe it was sanctioned by a majority of the com- 
mittee who made it. It was hurried through the 
House, but the Senate looked upon it as so mon- 
strous, that they laid it on the table. Ho did not 
agree with his colleague that the people in the last 
canvass had decided on the Texas and Oru;on 
questions, and he was not prepared to pass this bill, 
because he wanted information as to the extent and 
validity of the claims of Great Britain. 

Mr. M., in conclusion, deprecated the desire for 
extending our possessions, wnich he saw so preva- 
lent in the country, and expressed the fear that the 
result of it would be the dcstructiou of our confede- 
racy. 

Mr. HARDIN bclived it was otir duty to pro- 
tect the American settlers in Oregon by extending 
our laws over them. There were several thousands 
of our citizens in that cotmtry, and yet there were 
no laws there even to punish the crime of murder. 
This, he thought, required some legislation on the 
part of this government. He did not agree with the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Territories, 
[Mr. A. V. BaowH,] that the House ought not to 
give the twelve months' notice to Great urilain of 
the termination of the joint occupancy. He thought 
it ought to be done so that they might know what 
portion of the territory they were extending their 
aws over. 

He was disposed to go for this bill; but if it were 
passed without giving the notice to terminate the 
joint occupancy to Great Britain, he feared it would 
bring them into collision with that government. He 
caused an amendment to be read, which he intended 
to offer as an additional section, to make provision 
for the giving of such notice. He wished to settle 
the question withdut a war, though he did not think 
war was to be eternally dreads; and when war 
should come, he should say "our country, right or 
wrong." 

Mr. A. KENNEDY spoke for the few minutes 
which remained, and after some remarks on the 
difficulty of obtaining the floor, said he did not see 
that this bill would oring us necessarily into col- 
lision with Great Britain. It did no more for our citi- 
zens thsm thatgovernment had done for its subjects. 
Our right to Oregon was admitted on every hand; 
but if we intended to retain it, it must be exercised. 
He spoke at some length of the fears expressed of a 
collision with Great Britain, and of the debate which 
had gone on here this morning in relation to the 
northeastern boundary question; and He told the 
committee that this was a question in relation to 
western land and the western people, who knew 
what good land was, and would not permit any par- 
tition of that which belonged to them entirely. He 
descanted, too, on the love exhibited here for Great 
Britain by some gentlemen; and he recapitcdated 



many of her aggressions against t^ infant republic 
to justify a very difTerent feeling. He looked upon 
the British government as a hateful oligarchy, which 
fed its voracious maw on the blood of all nations. 
He spoke until the falling of the Chairman's mallet 
announced the arrival of the hour which theHouae 
had fixed for the termination of this debate. 

The committee then proceeded to receive and vote 
upon the amendments tiiat were offered. 

The pending motion, viz: that of Mr. Wiirraaop, 
to strike out the first section of the bill, was with- 
drawn by him. 

Mr. ADAMS moved an amendment, to insert as 
the first section of the bill, that forthwith, after the 
passage of this act, the President of the United Slates 
shall cause notice to be given to the government of 
her Britannic Majesty that the United States, con- 
formably to the second article of the convention, see 
fit to annul and abrogate the said convention of 6lh 
August, 1827; and, after the expiration of twelve 
months from the receipt of said notice by the Brit- 
ish government, the said convention is declared to 
be entirely annulled and abrogated. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN caUed for teUerr, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. HARDIN proposed to oflier an amendment, 
to stand as the second section of the bill 

Several objections were made on points of order. 

Mr. C. J. INQERSOLX. inquired if it would be 
a breach of order to ask the 'gentleman iVom Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. AdahsI a question. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it would partake 
of the character of debate, and, as such, not in order. 

Mr. HARDIN sent up to the clerkl table the 
amendmeiU which he proposed to offiw; which was 
read. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL remarked that perhaps 
the Chair could inform them. He confessed he was 
very anxious to know whether, if that provision — 
viz: the amendment of Mr. Adams — were adopted, 
it was constitutionally obligatory on the President 
to give the notice? 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendiiMRt 
of Mr. Hardht to the amendment was in order. 

Mr. HARDIN withdrew his amendment for the 
present, in order to allow a direct vole on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Adahs. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN raised the point of order 
eigainst the amendment of Mr. Adam*, that there 
was now on the table of the committee a joint reso- 
lution for the same purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
on the groiwd that tha two propoaitioni were not 
identical. / 

Mr. BELSER called for the reading of the amend- 
ment, which Mr. Hahmitt subsequently offered 
(which was of similar bearing with that of Mr. Ad- 
ams.) 

The proposed amendment was read. 

Mr. OWEN raised another point of order against 
the amendment of Mr. Adahs, on the ground of its 
incongruity with the bilL 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
remarking that it was for the committee to decide 
whether different points of the bill, or the amend- 
ments and the bill,>vere consistent with each other. 

Mr. ADAMS, in reference to some remark made, 
said that his amendment was not a nqneU to the 
President. If adopted, it was a part of the law of 
the land, and it made it the duty of the President to 
give the notice. Now the President could not be 
required, against his own opinion, to give this no- 
tice, because he was to sign the biU directing it, 
which he could decline to do by a veto of the bill, 
if so inclined, from this or for any other reason. 

The question was taken by tellen, and decided in 
the negative — ayes 77, noes 92. 

So the amendment ef Mr. Adams was rejected. 

Mr. HAMMETT then offered the amendment of 
which mention has been made above; but after some 
conversation by himself aad several gentleman, ha 
withdrew the amendment in order to offer it at a 
subsequent stage of the bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER moved an amendment to strike 
out in the first section, the words "and bounded on 
the south by 43 degrees, and on the north by 54 de- 

frecs 40 minutes north latitude," (which amendment 
eing adopted, the bill would provide for the organ- 
ization of a temporary government over the whole 
country to the west of the Rocky mountains belong- 
ing to tlie United States, without defining the bou» 
dories thereof.) 

Mr. DUNCAN asked for teUeis; which wan in- 
fused. 
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The queationwaa taken, and the amendment was 
rejected wfdiout a division. 

The Clerk then proceeded with the reading of the 
bill. 

The 6th a ection being under coneideratipn, 

Mr. WDTTHROP moved an amendment to add 
a proTiao, that slavery or involuntary servitude, ex- 
cept for the punishment of crime, whereof the party 
shall be duly convicted, shall not exist In said ter- 
ritory. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to— ayes dS, noes 56. 

The Clerk further progressed with the reading of 
the bill. 

Mr A. V. BROWN then submitted the follow- 
ing amendment; which was agresd to; 

Pnridtd atmty; That in ca»e« where any Brili»h >ul(j«6*, 
retident or tredinr in aaid Territory of Oregon, fhall be ai^ 
retted, chaived with the commiMioo of any misdemeanor 
or lalony, ua tamo thtil l>e doUvsrad over to the neantt 
tribunal of the Britith govemnent having jiiritdicUon over 
the offence: Thit provition not to apply alter the period of 
twelve montht trom any notice wlucn may be given by the 
United Stetot at eontamplaled by the third article of the 
convention now tubtitiing between the two countries in 
relation to said Territoi^. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN submitted an amendment; 
which, after having been modified, at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. Owen, so as to provide for the exlin- 
euishment of Indian titles, was agreed to, as fol- 
fows: 

Promdtd alway; That the Aitare gnuita of landt contem- 

Slatwl by thit aot shall be subject to the settlement of any 
ispute now ponding between Great Britain and the United 
State* in Rbtlon te their respective claims, and subject al- 
ao to the acquirement, by treaty or otherwite, of the Indian 
title to the said lands. 

Mr. A. v. BROWN submitted the following, 
to come in as an additional section; which was aim 
agreed td: 

And wbexoat, by a convention entered into between h!s 
Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, It was 
stipulated and agreed that any country on the northwest 
coast of America, U the westward of the Stony mountains, 
tbonld be firee and open to the citizens and subjects of the 
two powars, it being competent, however, to etthev of the 
contracting powen, io case either should thinli lit at any 
time after the 30th of October, 1X29, on giving due notice of 
tw^ve months to the other contracting party, to annul and 
abrogate this convention: 

Sec. 4a, Be a tkere/ore farther maclrd. That nothing in 
this act shall be so construed as to close or obstruct any of 
the harbors, bays, and creeks, or the navigation of rivers 
within the territorial limits of the Territory hereby organ- 
iaad, orany pari of the country that nray be claimed by 
either party on the northwest coast of America, between 
the 4'2d and S4th degree 40 minutes of north latitude, against 
tho vestals, citizens, and subjects of tireat Britain, agree- 
ably to the provisions of the third article of the convention 
of ioth October, 1818, between the United Stales and Oreat 
Britain, until the termiiiaUon of tho said stipulation of said 
convention. 

Mr. ELMER submitted the following amendment; 
which was read: 

"And whereas, by a convention entered into between the 
United States and Oreat Britain in tho year 1819, it was ttip. 
alatad and agreed 'that any caunnr that may be chinwd by 
either party on the northwest coast of America, eattwaid of 
the Stony monntaint, shall, together with all iti harbort, 
bayi, and creeks, and the navigation ofall rivert within the 
tamo, b« free and opan for the term of ten years to the vet- 
aelt, dtiaant, and tnbjoctt of the two powers;* and by a 
convention entered into botween the said parties in the year 
1897, the aforesaid agreement was indeSnitely extended, 
with a proviaion that it should be competent for either par- 
ty, after the aoth day of October, 1828, on giving twelve 
months* notice to the other contracting party to annul and 
abrogate said convention: Therefom, 

"Be it en*ctedt That nothing in this act contained shall be 
conttmad to ailact the vessels or subJeclK of Great Britain 
that have entered, or hereafter may enter, the country afore- 
aaid, or its harbors, bays, creeks, and riven, in panaance 
of the agierment aforesaid, until the taid convention thall 
have bMU doly annuUed.** 

On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. HAMMETT then ofTered the followiog, to 
come in as additional section; which was read: 

See. 43. Be <( fmrtker tnmcted, That the Pretident of the 
Untied Stalet ba, and ho it hereby, required to oaute due 
notice to be given to the British government of the desire 
and intention of tha government of the United States to an- 
nul and abrogate the "convention with Great Britain rela- 
tive to territory on the northwest coast of America, con- 
cluded August 6th, 1837,* agreeably to the provisions of 
the second article of that convention: Prerided, Thai noth- 
ing in this act contained shall be so construed or carried 
into edect by any of the oillcers or citizens of the United 
States, at to Interfere in any way with aay right which any 
of the lubjeete of Oreat Britain may have in the territory 
heretn mentioned, aa provided for in the convention afore- 
taid, until the expiration of twelvemonths alter notice shall 
be ^ven at above provided, by the Pretident of the United 
Stelet. 

Mr. BOWLIN raised the point of order whether 
this amendment, being the same in substance as one 
that had been voted down, could be received. 

Tha CHAIR overruled the point of order. 



Mr. A. V. BROWN said that, believing as he did 
that this proposition greatly endangered the bill, he 
called for tellers. 

Mr. BURT asked his friend from Mississippi to 
withdraw his amendmenL He trusted he would 
do so. ____ 

Mr. HAMMETT declined withdrawing it; when 
tellers were ordered. 

Messrs. Cildwcll and Pollock were appointed 
tellers, and they reported 79 in the affirmative and 
77 in the negative. So the amendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. OARRETT DAVIS then offered the follow- 
ing as a substitute for the whole bill: 

Strike out all after the woida "be it** in the Artt line, ud 
insert — 

"itesolred hu iKe Senate and the Houae of the Rtfretentm' 
tivet of the United States of *^mrrica in Congreit assctl. 
Ucd, That if tho pending negotiation t>etween the govem- 
menta of Oreat Britain ud the United Slatet in relation to 
the territory on the Paciflc ocean retpectively claimed by 
the two countries be not tettled by treaty on or before the 
4th day of July, that the Presideut be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to give the notice to the government of Great Brit- 
ain pTOTid«3 for by the 3d article of the convention twtwoen 
the twogovenunents, dated at London the 6th day of Au- 
gust, Xffft, to annul and abrogate the convention by which 
any country that may bo claimed by either Great Britain or 
the United States on the northwest coast of America west- 
ward of the Stony mountaiut stiall, together with its har- 
bors, bays, and creelu, and the navigation of all rivers 
within the same, be free and open to tne vessels, citizens, 
and tubjects of the two powen." 

This amendment was not agreed to— only 47 
Toting in favor of it. 

The committee then rose, and reported the biD to 
the House. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
agreeing to the amendments of the contmittee. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved that the bill be printed, 
with the amendments; but, after a conversation in 
which several members took part, he withdrew that 
motion, and moved the previous question, which 
was seconded by the House. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON a£;ain suggested that the 
amendments should be printed. 

A long conversation ensued as (• the position 
which uie bill would assume on Monday, if the 
House should now adjourn. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved an adjournment; 
but, on being informed by the Speakkr that this bill 
would not come up on Monday morning as unfin- 
ished business, nor without a vole of two-thirds out 
of its order, he withdrew that motion. 

Mr. SUMMERS renewed iL 

The yeas and naya were called for in vtu'ioos 
quarters; and on oraering them, the vote was taken 
by Messrs. Gsinmell and Burkb, tellers, who re- 
ported 42 in the affirmative; which was a sufficient 
number. 

Another conversation ensued. 

And Mr. SUMMERS withdrew his motion. 

The House then ordered the main question to be 
now put. 

The SPEAKER (in answer to a question) aaid, 
if the House now adjourned, thia bill would come 
up first in order. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. SIMONS: The petition of Levi Stuart and othen, 
elector* of l''airiloId county, Connoeticnt, praying Congreta 
to fmttrate tha project for tho annoxatioo of Texat. 

Bv Mr. BLACKWEIX: The potiUon of William Brown, 
asking pay for certain land in the Stale of Tennessee. 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of J. D. Lane, and sev- 
eral hundreda of othen, inhabitaatt of Wayne and Cayuga 
counties, for the improvement of the harbor at Little So- 
dut bay: refrrred to the Comuiittee on Foreign AHUn. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Clarinda Mix for a 
ptnsioa: referred to the Committee on Reveluticnary Pen- 

tiOBt. 

IN SENATE. 
Monday, February 3, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT sro (em. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
transmitting an abstract of all the militia of all the 
States and Territones, taken from the returns made 
to that department. 

Also a communication (Vom the War Department, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 29th ultimo, information of how many 
officers of the revolution died in the service between 
the 3d March, 1782, and the 3d November, 1783. 

Also a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, tnuismitting a statement of the Second Comp- 



troller, showing the appropriations for the naval set- 
vice for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1844. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a remonstrance from Jo- 
seph Newell and others, of New Ipswich, in the 
State of New Hampshire, against the annezaiioo 
of Texas to the United Sta^. 

Also a memorial from sundry women of BoaUNi, 
protesting against the annexation of Texas to the 
United States; and in case such annexation shouU 
take place, to call a convention for the purpose of 
taking immediate measures for the peaceable diasolu- 
tion of the Union: referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. . 

Also pre&ented a petition froni Joel Boyd, and 
other citizens of Essex, Massachusetts, praying 
that that town may be annexed to the commer- 
cial district of Gloucester, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also presented additional documents in rdation 
to the memorial of the American Board of Foreign 
Missions; which was referred to the.Commitlee oa 
Indian Affairs. 

Also presented a petition from Eliakim Morse, 
praying indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHOATK remarked that ho would, under 
instructions from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
lations, move to 'proceed to the consideration of the 
bill upon tills subject, as soon as the postage bill 
was disposed of. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, leave was granted 
to take from the files the memoriid, and documenu 
accompanying, of the 1st municipality of New Or- 
leans, concerning (he title to the land on which the 
custom-house stands in that municipality. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 
John Wood, jr., and others, of Maine, praying for 
the establishment of certeiio mail routes: re/erred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also presented a petition from Elbenezer Ballard, 
of Burden, York county, Maine, asking for a pen- 
sion for services as seaman in the naval aervioe of 
tlie United States during the lost war: referred lo 
the Committee on Naval Aflfoirs. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented a petition from Hen- 
rick Aiken, praying an extension of his patent for 
an improvement in the saw set, and for the refund- 
ing of^certain money paid by him into the patent 
fund: referred to the Committee on Patento. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition from James 
Erwin, for himself and the heirs of Daniel Greai- 
house, deceased, praying remueration for losaea un- 
der a contract with the government for subststuig 
the emigrating Indians; referred to the ComDiitiee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. iSrwkGEON presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that 
the constitution may be so altered as to appropriate 
the public lands, or some otherfund, for the purpose 
of effecting the abolition of slavery throughout the 
Union. 

Thequestien of reception being raised, on mo- 
tion of Mr. BERRIEN, it was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the petitioo of 
the heirs of John Stone was ordered to be taken 
from the files and committed. 

Mr. M. presented a preamble and reaoluiioos 
adopted by the legislature of Kentucky, instructing 
the senators, and requesting-ihe representatives, u> 
use all proper means to effect a leduction ot the 
rates of postage, and the curtailment of the frankii^ 
privilege: ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a remonstrance from 
the county of Onondaga, New York, against the 
annexation of Texas, unless slavery is abolished in 
its territories: referred to the Committee on Foieagn 
Relations. ' 

ANNEXATION OF CANADA. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of one of the States bordering on the 
British possessions in North America, praying for 
the annexation of the Canados, in case ofihe annex- 
ation of the Mexican province called Texas. 

Mr. D. said he did not sympathize very strongly 
with the petitioners; but believing that no citixeu o.' 
the United States, or any State bordering on tlx 
British possessions, would presume to trifle with tU 
sacred right of petition, he thought it proper to pre- 
sent the petition, that its prayer might have all Mie 
consideration its importance deserved. He moTcJ 
its reference to the Committee on Foreign Relalioaa. 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition from Black 
Rock, ^rie cotmty, New Yi;rk, on the subject of « 
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appropriation for the improTement of the Fox and 
Wiscoaain riven: referrea to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

ANNEXATION OF CANADA AGAIN. 
Mr. PORTEJl presented a petition signed by a 
number -of citizens of Detroit on the subject of Uie 
annexation of Texas, and in favor of the acquisi- 
tion of Canada by purchase or otherwise, and pray- 
ings that in any act, resolution, or otherwise, adopted 
for the annexation of Texas, a provision may be- 
inserted as a condition precedent that the same shall 
not take effect until Canada shall also be annexed to 
the United Stales. 

Mr. PORTER said the su bjcct was a new one, 
and he believed the beat way to perform his duty, to 
the memorialists was to have their memorial known 
tbrongh their own languaee. 
The memorial was read. 

Mr. FOSTER raised the question of reception on 
the memorial; and denounced it as a movement on 
the part of the memorialists to bring the subject of 
annexatiob of Texas into odium and contempt by 
ridicule. He spoke at considerable leoeth against 
this mode of interruptiog the peace and harmony 
existing between two friendly nations — the govern- 
ment of Great Britain and that of the United States. 
He fidt that, in objecting to the reception of these 
memorials, be was performing a sacred duty. 

Mr. PORTER expressed his surprise that the 
Senator from Tennessee had not objected to a sim- 
ilar memorial which had just been presented by the 
senator from New York [Mr. Diceinion.] 

Mr. FOSTER replied that he was not m his seat 
at the time, or he should have raised the same ques- 
tion upon Its reception. 
Mr. PORTER proceeded in an argument of great 

I length to vindicate the memorialists from the reflec- 

! tions of the senator from Tennessee [Mr. Fostes') 

I on the ground that if Texas should be annexed, the 

1 South would have a vast preponderance of power, 
and they, as citizens of the North, had a right to ex- 
press their opinion that the interests of Uie North 

[ required the annexation of Canada as a balance. 

Mr. MERRICK weed the impropriety of a des- 

I uUory discussion of this sort, on the question of 
annexation, and moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table; but withdrew the motion at the instance of 

I Mr.rFOCTER, who replied to the remarks of 

the senator from Michigan [Mr. Portek.] He did 

I not know why that gentleman should complain of 
the necessity for a balamang power, when there 

r was land enough north of 36 d^frees 30 minutes to 
make twenty-four States. He referred totheTer- 

[ ritoryofOi^n. 

Mr. F. replied also to the objections which 

I had been urged against this measure of an- 
nexation, on the grounds of slavery; and, in conclu- 
sion, made a motion to lay the memorial on the 
table. 

I The motion having been agreed to, 

Mr. BERRIEN moved to lay the first memorial 
—presented by the senator from New York, [Mr. 
Dkunson] — on the table. 
Which motion also prevailed. 

, Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial from the 
theological seminary of Princeton, New Jersey, 
pmying a reduction of the rates of postage througn- 

I out the United States to two cents on each letter, 
and the abolition of the franking privilege: ordered 
to li*on the table. 

Also presented resolutions of the legislature of 
New Jersey, instructing the senators from that State 
to ose their exertions to prevent the passage of the 
resolution for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States: read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition fh>m three hundred 
uid fifty citizens of Troy, New York, and a peti- 
tion firom Albany, New York, praying that Texas 
may not be annexed to the United States. Also a 
petition from the Albany Liberty Association^ray- 
ing that Texas may not be annexed to the United 
States; which were severally referred ta the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from John 
Baldwin, a citizen of the United States, representing 
himself to be entitled to indemnity under the con- 
vention with Mexico, by whi<in indemnity was 
awarded to several citizens of the United States; that 
the amount to which he was entitled was |57,000: 
that he received a part thereof, and that the two last 
instalments to which he was entitled had not been 
psid by Mexico; and asks Congress to take the mat- 
ter into consideration, and grant sudi relief as the 
drcnmstanees of the case will warrant: referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 



Mr. DIX presented a memorial from sundry citi- 
zens of Albany , New York, praying that the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands maybe distributed 
among the States for the purposes of general educa- 
tion: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, presented the memorial of the New York In- 
stitution for the education of the deaf and dumb, pray- 
ing that a copy of such books and other documents 
as have been printed by order of Congreea, may be 
given to them to be deposited in the library of the in- 
stitution for the use of tlie pubUc: referred to the 
Committee on the Library. 

LOUISIANA pN ANNEXATION. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented resolutions adopted by 
the legislature of Loubiana, expressing the delibe- 
rate opinion of that body that a majority ef the peo- 
ple of liouisiana are in favor of the immediate an- 
nexation of Texas to the United Stales by any 
lawful and constitutional means. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he deemed it proper to say 
that he concurred with the views expressed by the 
legislature of Louisiana in these resolutions. He 
stated to several gentlemen, before he knew that the 
legislature would act upon this subject, that, if the 
question should be fairly precented, free from con- 
stitutional objections, and free from the same objec- 
tions that exjsled against the treaty which was re- 
jected last summer, he would vote for it. How far 
the resolution, which had been adopted by the House 
of Representatives, was free from these objections, 
he was not prepared at this moment to say. That a 
foreign territory could be acquired and incorporated 
into this Union by a joint resolution of the two 
Houses of Congress, he had very strong doubts. 
When the subject should be presented by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, to whom that resolu- 
tion and other propositions relating to the same sub- 
ject had been referred, he would examine the ques- 
tion, and go according to the best lights that they 
might present. 

Mr. BARROW said he did not know that his 
honorable colleage, [Mr. Jormiom,] when he pre- 
sented these resolutions, had intended making any 
remarks. He (Mr. B.) certainly had no desire to 
make any now; but apprehending that either some 
gentlemen here, or his constituents, might suppose 
that he concurred in the opmion expressed by him, 
he felt it due to himself to say now, as he had al- 
ways said here and at home, that he was opposed to 
annexation in every form, at any time, and imder 
any conceivable circumstances; and as long as he 
should have the honor of holding a seat hero, 
and of being a senator from Louisiana, he should 
vole against any proposition to annexTexas to the 
United States, let it assume what form it might. 
As to the particular form now under the considera- 
tion of the Committee on Foreign Relations, (the 
i'oint resolution which had passed the House,) he 
lad no difficulty in making up his mind to op- 
pose it and vote against it, if his feelings 
were ever so much in favor of annexation, under 
other circumstances. He should not, however, an- 
ticipate discussion upon this resolution. It was his 
intention, when the proper time should arrive, to 
give, for the benefit of his own constituents, the 
reasons why he opposed this particular measure, 
and the reasons why he considered that annexation, 
at any time, would not only prove highly detri- 
mental to the whole South, but peculiariy destruc- 
tive to the best interests of the State of Louisiana. 
The people of Louisiana, through their representa- 
tives in the legislature, bad not said that this par- 
ticular measure, which was now before the Senate, 
and which had received the sanction of the other 
house, met with their approbation. The resolutions 
presented by his collet^ were as broad as any sen- 
ator could desire them to be. They left to the sen- 
aton from Louisiana the privilege, which he would 
claim, whether it was granted to him or not, of de- 
ciding according to his best judgment what his duty 
required of him, as a senator sworn to support the 
constitution, and to decide for the people of^uie Uni- 
ted States, as well as for the people of his own 
State. The resolutions now before the Senate from 
the l^ialature of that Slate, would, if he were in fa- 
vor of annexation, and in favor of the particular 
bill which had been sent here from the other House, 
forbid him, according to his understanding of those 
resolutions, to support the measure now before the 
Senate, and about to receive its decision. 

But there was a matter of opinion expressed by 
the membere of the le^gislature there as to the wish- 
es of the people of Louisiana, in relation to this sub- 
ject. Now, he was willing to admit that the repre- 
aentativee of the people in the legislatuie,— just eject- 



ed and fresh trom the people, — were more competent 
to decide that question be was — that is, as to the dis- 
position or willingness of the people of Louisiana to 
see Texas annexed in a lawful or constitutional way 
to the United States. He had not been thirty days 
within the limits of Louisiana since this great 
scheme of annexing a foreign country to this gov- 
ernment was propiwed to the American people; and 
therefore it would be presumplion in him to set up 
his opinion as to the wishes of the people of Louisi- 
ana, against the- opinion of their imniediate repre- 
sentatives in the legislature, who had mingled with 
all the people, in every section of the Stale, and, of 
course, better understood the wishes of the people 
in that Slate than he did in relation to the abMract 
proposition of annexation. He had not believed, 
untU he received these resolutions, and found Uiat 
they bad been supporled by a very large majority 
of the legislature, uiat the people of Louisiana did 
desire the annexation of Texas to this Union. He 
certainly had not infbrred it from the result of the 
late presidential election in that State; because be 
knew Ifull well that that election had been car- 
ried by the most infamous frauds. He knew 
full well that if there was any legal mode 
of purging the poll of that State, it would be found 
that a majority of the people of Louisiana had 
passed theur suffrages in favor of Henry Clay. He 
nad good reason to believe that this fact would soon 
be established; for he was glad to say that the legis- 
lature of Louisiana had undertaken to go into a la- 
borious investigation of this matter, for the purpose 
of showing to the ctdgens of Louisiajia, and to the 
American public, the infiimous and disgraceful 
means that were used by the democratic party, or a 

Eortion of the leadere of that party, in uie Slate of 
lOuisiana, to carry the vote of that Slate in favor of 
James K. Polk. He awaited the result of that in- 
vestigation with a full confidence that the &cts 
which would be judicially established would sustain 
him in the assertion that, however it might have 
been in the other States, in the State of Louisiana 
at least, Mr. Clay was cheated — viUanously ofaeated 
out of the electoral vote of that Slate. 

Mr. JOHNSON observed that this was not the 
time to enter into a discussion upon this subject, or 
to say anything more upon it. He moved that the 
resolutions be printed, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

The reference was ordered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial frooi 
suudry citizens of Erie county, Pennsylvania, ask- 
ing Congress to reduce the price of the public lands 
to fifty cents per acre, and to prevent the sales 
thereof to any except actual settlers: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from the 
ofEcers of the frigate Cumberland, praying that the 
spirit ration may be abolished, and an equivalent 
made to them monthly in money: referrel to the 
Ct>mmittee on Naval Afiairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Commiuee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of John P. 
Skinner, and the legal representatives of Isaac 
Green; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Also, reported back, with an amendment, the bill 
to extend the jurisdiction of the courts of Wiscon- 
sin and Iowa, over offences committed in the Indian 
teriitory within their borders. 

Also, reported back, with an amendment, the 
bill providing for appeals in cases of bankruptcy; 
and. 

On his motion, the Commiltce on the Judiciary 
was dischai^ed from the further consideration of the 
memorial oi the citizens of Ohio, Spraying for the 
removal of the United States courts from Columbtis 
to Cincinnati. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a communieo^ 
tion received from the Secretary of the Treasury 
on the subject of an additional inspector at the port 
of New Orleans. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report on the bill for the relief of 
John Woolley; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, on leave, introduced a bill to 
amend the joint resolution, approved 15th June"; 
1844, in relation to collecting, arranging, and classi- 
fying statistical information; which was read twice, 
and n^ned to the Committee on Finance. 

THE VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE 

PRESIDENT. 
On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was 
Ru*kti, That a committee of thiM b« sppoiDtwi to Join 
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■uch committee u may be appointed hy the Houie to ai- 
certain and report a mode of examioing end counting the 
votes for Freaident and Vice rre^ident, and of infoiming the 

persona elected of their election. 

On motion, it waa ordered that the Cliair appoint 
the commitlee ; when Messrs. Walker, W ood- 
BDRT, and Dattok, were announced as the commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate. 
On motion by Mr. MIIXER, it was 
Htulvtd, That the Prenident of the United Statei be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate any correspondence 
or other information in the possession of the government 
reUtive to the operations of the United States squadron on 
the west coast of Africa, the growth, present condition, and 
influence of the American colonies there; and the nature, 
extent, and progress of the commeive of Uie United States 
with the same. 

POST OFFICE REFORM. 

The general orders having been called, the lufio- 
ished business of Thursday was resumed, being the 
furtbtt consideration, as in committee of the whole, 
of the bUl to reduce the rates of postage, to limit and 
corract the abuse of the franking priviJege, and for 
the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post 
Office Department. 

The pending question was on Mr. Bacbt's mo- 
tion to exempt from the repeal of all laws heretofore 
conferring the franking privil^e, that now enjoyed 
by memMrs of Congress, delegates from Territories, 
and the clerk of the House of Representatives and 
secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that the fifth section 
of the bill provided for the repeal of all laws hereto- 
fore made oy Congress conferring the franking priv- 
ilege. The amendment propos^ would suffer the 
repeal to take effect with regard to every one else 
enjoying the franking privilege at present, and re- 
tam It to the members of Congress only, and the clerk 
of the House and secretary of the Setrnte. 

Mr. BAGBY said his object was to preserve to 
members of Congress the franking privilege. On 
this question he called for the yeas and nays; which 
was ordered. 

The question was then taken and resulted in the 
negalive^yeas 16, nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Ashley, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Benton, 
Berrien, Clayton, ColquUt, Evans, Foster, Hannegaa, Hay- 
wood, Johnson, Lewis, Seraple, and Walker— IC 

NAYS — Messrs. Atherton, Bayard, Breese, Bnohanan, 
Dix, Dayton, Dickinson, Fairfield, Francii, Huger, Hunting- 
ton, Jamagin, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Niles, 
Fearce, Porter, Rives, Sturgeon, Upham, White, and Wood- 
bnry- 24. 

Mr. MERRICK now offered the amendment 
which he gave notice of on Thuisday>.-namely, to 
strike out fh>m the seventh section "all ex-Fresi- 
dentsofthe United States, the widow of anyex- 
Preaidsnt of the United States, all ex-Vice Presi- 
dents of the United States," and to insert in the 
eiehth line the words "all" "and," "relating to their 
official duties." The object of the amendment was, 
not to reconfer on ex-Presidents, widows of ex-Presi- 
dents, and ex- Vice Presidents, the franldng privi- 
lege abrogated by the fifUi section, and to confine the 
privilege reconferred upon the President, Secretaries 
«f the executive depiulments, Fostmastsr Cleneral, 
and Attorney Qeneral, to "letters and packages re- 
lating to their official duties." 

As the amendment wss susceptible of division, be 
would first take the question on striking out the «x- 
officials above named. 

Mri JARNAGIN saw no reason why the privi- 
lege should be left with the President and his cabi- 
net, and hoped the senator would include them in 
the motion to strike out. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that, by the second 
branch of the amendment, forming the second ques- 
tion, the privilege to them would be confined to let- 
ters and packages relating to their official duties. 

Mr. JARNAGIN said there was no necessity 
whatever for the privilege in relation to official du- 
ties, as another section of the bill empowered the 
heads of departments to keep a list of their post- 
ages, and oDtain the amount from their respective 
contingent funds. 

Mr. MERRICK remarked that the senator would 
obtain his object, by moving to strike out the first 
part of the section down to the words, "And the 
actof Congress entitled on ae( aalhorizing Ike gover- 
non qf SIMcsto (roRMntf by mail certam books and 
doatmentt," &c. 

Mr. JARNAGIN thought that would do. His 
object was to take from uie officers of Uie govern- 
ment the privilege of franking. 

The amendment as amended by Mr. J. was 
adopted. 

Mr. HUNTmGTOJK moved to strike out the 



8th section of the bill, which gives to members of 
Congress, delegates from Territories, the clerk of the 
House *of Representatives, and Secretary of the 
Senata, tlie privilege of receiving postage free dut^ 
ingeach ression of Congress, and 30 days before, 
and 30 days thereafter, mailable matter not exceed- 
ing in each letter or package two ounces, and al- 
lows postage on excess of weight over two ounces, 
if on official or legislative duties, to be reftmded out 
of the contingent fund. 

He was in favor of abolishing the franking privi- 
lege altogether, and could not conceive any just 
reason why members of Congress should be more 
favored than the diief officers of the government. 

Mr. MERRICK explained the nature of the 8th 
section of the bill: it was for the Senate to decide 
whether it should be retained or noL 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said his object was simply 
to place all persons connected with the administra- 
tion of the government, whether in an executive or 
legislative capacity, on the same footing with respect 
to this subject. It was on the principle of giving 
cheap postage a fair trial that even in Great Britain 
the privilege of franking was given up, not only by 
members of Petrliament, but by the highest dignita- 
ries of the government. 

After a few conversational remarks between Mr. ' 
HUNTINGTON and Mr. MERRICK, the yeas 
and nays were called for and ordered on this ques- 
tion, and resulted — yeas 15, nays 20, as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Francis, Ilannegau, ^Haywood. _ Huntington, Jamagin. 
Morehead, Phelps, 
White— 15. 



Simmons, Sturgeon, Upbam, sad 



NAYS— Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Clayton, Col- 

Jnitt, Dix, Dayton, Dickinson, tvans, Fairfield, Huger, 
ohiiBon, Lewis, Merrick, Miller, Niles, Fearce, Porter, 



Rives, and Woodbury— 90. 

So the Senate (as in committee of the whole) re- 
fused to strike out the 8ih section. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON next moved to amend the 
bill in the tenth section, (which is prohibitory of 
private expresses for the conveyance or transporta- 
tion of mailable matter,) by inserting in the eleventh 
line, an exception, so far as regards "newspapers, 
pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals." The object 
of his amendment was to leave free to the publishers 
of newspapers and periodicals, the right of trans- 
mitting them to their subscribers in whatever man- 
ner they might think proper, without being sub- 
ject to any pains or penalties whatever. He called 
to the minds of senators the fact known to them all, 
that the patronage of^country newspapers and cheap 
periodicals was derived from those induced to sul>- 
scribe for them by the very circumstance of such 
publications being lefl at their houses, or in their 
immediate neighborhood for them;and that if they had 
to send any distance to a post town for such publi- 
cations, the trouble and inconvenience woulo pre- 
vent tiiem from taking them at all. Besides, the 
operation of such a provision would be onerous 
and unpopular to a high degree. What could ap- 
pear more odious than to inflict the penalties of this 
section upon the carriers of newspapers betwten New 
York and Brooklyn, and between Cincinnati and 
Covington, when they had only to cross a ferry to 
distribute iber papers, yet would be subject to pen- 
alties for doing it? The effect would be to break 
up all the snuS newspaper establishments through- 
out the country. He hoped his amendment would 
prevail. 

Mr. MERRICK thought it exceedingly mortify- 
ing to find a bill of such importance commanding so 
little attention in rekition to its fundamental princi- 
ples and provisions. The point in which the whole 
success of the measure depended, was the protec- 
tion of the department from the competion of private 
expresses, if this amendment was adopted, the 
main principle of the bill would be entirely defeated. 
Permit publishers to send their mnU bags with lock 
and key, over which the depaitment could have no 
control or supervision, and it woald be impossible 
to prevent letters, packages, and all sorts oi maila- 
ble matter being put into them, and conveyed to 
their destination outside of the mail. The Post- 
master General had tried the experiment in some 
special cases of allowing publishers of newspapers 
to send their newspaper bags by special express, 
and the result was, that, in some instances, detec- 
tions were made of mailable letters and packages be- 
ing transported in those bags; thereby defrauding 
the department of its revenue. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired if the amendment 
proposed would enable newspaper publishers to 
distribuu: their papers to their subscrioers in what- 
ever manner they should prefer. 



Mr. MERRICK replied that tha same thing could 
be done without the amendment; as all the publish- 
era would have to do would be to make a nxjuest lo 
the Postmaster General for his assent, and it would 
be granted, reserving to the department the right of 
controlling and supervising the agenta, ao that took 
on the revenue of th« depiirtment might be prerai- 
ed. The bin, in caae of such license of disitribaiiat 
being granted, provides that, over the distaoceof 
thirty miles allowed for the circulation of news|*- 
pers free of postage, there shall be charged on all 
ncwspers sent in uiis manner by private agents, the 
net postage which the department would receive os 
them if sent through the mail; this, allowing for die 
expense of transportation incurred by the pubbshcn 
themselves, would be about a third of the usual 
postage. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON had do expectaUoo that 
his amendment would have called for so much dis- 
cussion or opposition on the part of the senator from 
Maryland; but nothing he had said convinced him 
of the propriety of such a control over the puUic 
press. 

The subject was debated at great length by Meass. 
HUNTINGTON, NILES, and PHKL.PS— all, ex- 
cept Mr. MERRICK, being in favor of the amend- 
ment; and it was at last decided by yeaa and oayi, 
that the distribution of newspapers, pamphlets, mag- 
azines, and periodicals, should be left free to die 
publishers without any control of the departmesi 
except with regard to pubUcattona sent in the ordina- 
ry way by mail. 

On this question (Mr. HmrriNOTON^s amendineBt) 
the vote was — yeas 21, nays 18, u follows: 

TEAS— Messrs. Atherton. Bagby, Bates, Benton, Bertim, 
Breese, Dix, Diclunion, Evans, Fairfield, KivDcia, Hay- 
wood, Huntington, Jamagin, Miller, Nilaa, FheJps, Porter, 
Simmons, Upham, and Woodbury— 31. 

N.A.Y8— >le«8rs. Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, BncJiaou. 
Clayton, Colquitt. Foster, Hsinnegan. Huger, Johnson. Lew- 
is, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Fearce, Rive*, Sturgem. 
aad White— 18. 

On moUon of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the variooi 
sections of the bill defining the prohibitions and pen- 
alties in relation to private expresses and penalties 
were amended so as to except from such proriaioBi 
"newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodi- 
cals." 

Mr. MERRICK declared that, with these ameod- 
ments, he would not give a button for the protectioo 
the bill would afford to the revenue of the deport- 
ment; and had the action of the Senate been final is 
reg^ to them, he should not think it worth while 
to say any more; but as he had yet some hopes thai, 

rn further consideration, after the bill waa report- 
, the amendments just now adopted would he noo- 
concurred in, he would go on to perfect the bill as 
much as possible while in committee. 

On his motion, a verbal amendment at the end of 
the third section was adopted, the object of which 
was to provide that drop-postage, and the charge on 
letters for advertising, shall be accounted for aa other 
postages now are. 

Another of Mr. M.'s amendments adopted was, 
to take away the restriction to 100 miles of the low- 
est rate of postage on pamphlets, magazines, and 
periodicals' — making the lowest rate 2| cents for one 
ounce, and 1 cent for each addilienal ounce, the noi- 
furm postage for any distance. 

tdr. M. now moved to amend the bill in the 
sixteenth section^ at the nineteenth line, the provi- 
sion of which is, "But nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be so construed as to prohibit any per- 
son whatever from transporting, or causing to be 
transported, over any mail route, &c., any hooks, 
magazines, pamphlet8,or newspapers, not marked, 
directed, or intended for immediate distribution to 
subscribers or others, but intended for sale or mer- 
chandise, Ac," by inserting, aAer the word newt- 
papers, "by special agent, unaccompanied by man- 
uscript matter, with uie consent of the Postmaster 
General, and subject to his supervision, &c." 

Mr. M. stated that the object of his amendment 
was to repair, as far as possible, the injury done to 
the bill by tlie amendment of the senator from Con- 
necticut. It was absolutely neceoary, for the pro- 
tection of the department, to give the power of eon- 
trolling the transmission of those publications to 
the Postmaster General, and of having over that 
transmission a sufficient surveillance to prevent 
frauds on the revenue of his department. 

The amendment was opposed by Messrs. JAR- 
NAGIN, HUNTINGTON, and BAGBY. It was 
considered as a revival of the same question, in sub- 
sumce, just decided by the Senate on Mr. »• 
tington's motion. 
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Tha amenilroant waa rejected. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted an amendment provid- 
ing, as an additional section of the bill, in sub- 
stance, that in case the experiment of cheap postage 
should foil, no diminution of the present mail {acili- 
ties should take place; and that m order to sustain 
the department, and enable it to extend its opera- 
tions to the wants of the country, (in cmc it should 
be necessary to supply it with means irom the pub- 
lic treasury,) the sum of $750,000, proridcd for in 
the bill for the contingency of a deficit in the Post 
Office revenue, be increased to $4,500,000, tl>e full 
uinual expenditure required. 

Pending the consideration of this amendmeDl, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEa 
MoNDAT, February 3, 1845. 

The journal having been read, 

Mr. SAMPLE presented the following joint res- 
Muuons of the legislature of the Slate of Indiana, 
riz: 

For the reduction of the rates of poBlag«. 

For the gradual reduction of tne price of the 
efuse public lands in' the Slate of Indiana. 

Praying a erant of land to construct the northern 
TOSS ruilroad in the States of Illinois and Indi- 
ina. 

Praying a grant of land in the Vincennes land 
lislrict, for the completion of the WabosPand Ohio 
lanal. 

Praying a grant of land for the completion of the 
lorthem end of the Central canal. 

For the improveroeut of the navigation of Wa- 
>ash river; ana 

Praying that notice be given to the government 
•f Great Britain, that it is the desire of Uie gotcrn- 
ncnt of the United States to annul and abrogate the 
reaty between the two governments, relative to 
he joint occupation of the Oregon Territory by the 
wo governments. 

For the completion of thcf Cumberland road and 
he harbor of Michigan city. 

All of which were ordered to lie upon the table 
nd bte printed.' 

Mr. O. W. JONES, on leave, submitted the fol- 
Dwiug resolution; which was considered and agreed 
a: 

Renletd, That the Secretary of the Tnuarj be directed 
3 report to thit lloute the articles, quantity, value, aggre- 
atejduticn.tnite of duty, aivl the rate of duly per cent ad 
alorcni actually paid upon all foreic^n gooaa, ware*, and 
ien:haji>liso, inipotled into the Uiiitad Stalea duriug the 
car eoding Dccemlior 31, 1844. 

_ Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Oliver 
>ost, of Banger, Maine, asking remuneration for 
ertain duties paid by him on lumber transported 
own the St, John's river, to the British province 
(New Brunswick: referred to the Committeon 
'oreign Afliiirs. 

Mr. ADAMS presented the memorial of the Na- 
onal Institute, asking Congress to afford them 
Dine aid: referred to a select committee of five. 
Mr. THOMASSON presented certain ^solutions 
( the legislature of Kentucky; one of which was 
iftrred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
'ost Roads, and the other to tha Committee on Na- 
il Affairs. 

Mr. SIMONS presented the memorial of W. W. 
'Ilswortli and others; which was referred to the 
ommittce on the Library. 
On motion of Mr. P. KING, the Committee on 
ommerce was discharged from the further cousid- 
ution of the memorial of Cadwalladcr Evans, and 
le same was referred to the Committee on Naval 
ITairs. 

TEXAS. 
Mr. LABRANCHE presented the resolutions of 
le legislature of Louisiana, in favor of the onnexa- 
on of Texas to the Union; which were laid on the 
bl.. 

Mr. ELLIS, from the Committee on Foreign Af- 
irs, to whom were referred the memorials of Ben- 
min E. Gh^ecn and Armand Donnet, made reports 

I the same; which were referred to the Committee 
' the Whole on the Slate of the Union. 

Mr. WETHERED, from the Committee on 
oads and Canals, to which had been referred the 

II from the Senate giving the assent of Congress 
the act of the Virginia legislature, entitled An act 

irlher to amend the act to incorporate the Chesa- 
»kc and Ohio Canal Company, reported the same 
iihout amendment. Mr. W. then asked tliot the 
II be put on its passage. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON aaked the ^oUeman who had 



reported this bill, if the committee had inquired how 
far the United States would be bound if the compa- 
ny should borrow money; or whether this bill 
would not authorize tliem to sacrifice the whole 
stock of the United Slates if they should borrow 
more money, and be unable to pay it in another 
way. 

Mr. WETHERED said that the bin did not, in 
any way whatever, bind tlie United States. 

Mr. STEENROD stated that this bUl would give 
the company no more authority than tliey have by 
the exisiinff laws. This bill was notliing more than 
to extend the time for the completion of the w«rk. 
After some conversation between Messrs. C. 
JOHNSON, J. P. KENNEDY. BHENQLE, and 
HOPKINS, 

Mr. PARMENTER moved to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the stale of the 
Union. 
Mr. CAUSIN advocated the passage of the bill. 
Mr. S. GARY and Mr. WETHERED entered 
into some explanations. 

Mr. ANDRRW STEWART moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved tohiylhebUl on the 
table. ' 

Mr. G. W. JONES coiled for the yeas and nays 
on that motion; and they were ordered. 

After a brief conversation, Mr. THOMPSON 
withdrew his motion to lav the bill on the table, 
and Mr. STEWART wilhtfrew his motion for tlie 
previous question. 

Mr.* MURPHY moved that the bill be committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON addressed the House in ex- 
planation of this bill, and in opposition tu this gov- 
ernment being made liable for any further sum for 
the canal in question. 
Mr. J. P. KENNEDY replied. 
Some other conversation ensued, in which Mr. 
E. J. BLACK, Mr. BAYLY, Mr. HOPKINS, 
Mr. HARALSON, Mr. CAUSIN, and others took 
part. 

Mr. HARALSON moved to lay the bill on the 
Speaker's table in order to give opportunity for fur- 
ther examination. 

Mr. A. STEWART warmly opposed the motion, 
and urged the necessity of on immediate passage of 
the biir, asit was to be acted on by the legishiture of 
Maryland, which was to adjourn on Monday next. 
About twelve millions of dollars had been expended 
on this work and one and a half million of dollars was 
required to complete the work. This bill proposed 
no appropriation by the general government, but 
merely to allow to the company the poor privilege 
of going on and completing the work on their own 
resources. 

Mr. WETHERED trusted, after the explanations 
they had had, the motion to lay on the table would 
be withdrawn. 

Mr. HARALSON said be had made the motion 
at the request of a gentleman from Maryland. He 
would withdraw it as he was urged to do; but if a 
vote was now pressed on the bill, he would vote 
against it. 

Mr. CAUSIN hoped the bill would be laid on the 
table for the present. 

Mr. HOPKINS argued that it must eo to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
under the rule, as it involved an appropriation, on 
certain contingencies at least. 

If the (luesiiou were now to be token on the bill, 
he should move an amendment, so that the bill 
should merely ratify what was done by llie legisla- 
tures of Maryland and Virginia, and not render the 
government liable to pay another dollar. 

The SPEAKER said the bill was not now open 
to amendment. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY explained, and warmly 
advocated the bill; and in reply to Mr. HonuNS, 
argued that it was unnecessary to refer it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Some conversational argument arose between 
Messrs. HOPKINS and KENNEDY on this 
point. 

Mr JONES moved to lay the bill on the table; 
and, on that motion, he called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was taken imd decided in the nega- 
tive — yeas 73, nays 133, as follows: 

YKAS'-Mccars. Andcnioii, Atkinson, Belscr, Benton, Bid- 
lack, Blackwetl, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, (aid- 
well. Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepard Cary, Calliu, 
Cobb, CnllDin, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dean, Donean, Dunlap, Farlee, Ficklin, French, Hannibal 
Hamlin, Uanunstt, Uaisbon, Uenick, Uoge, Hopkins, 



Houston, Hughai, Huogaifoid, James B. Hout, Cave John- 
son, Andrew JohnsoD, emerge W.Jones, Andrew KKDnedv, 
Preston King, Lumpkin, McCauslen, Maclav, McConBell, 
.McKay, Mathews, Norris, Pannentor, Rathbua, David 8. 
Rrjd, ilediiig, Uclfe, Uussell, St. John, Thomas H. Beymoar, 
Simons, ^jtetl>on, John Stewart, Alfred P. Stone, ntrong, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tucker, Bei^amin WUte, WiUisas, 
Woodward, Yancey, and Yost— 71. 

NAVS— Mesais. Abbot, Adams, Aahe, Baker, Barringtr, 
Barnard, Bayly, James Black, James A. Black, Bower, 
Brengle, BrodheaJ, &1ilton Brown, Buffington, Campbell, 
CarroU, ('ausla, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Chappcll, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Coles, GoUamer, Cras- 
slon, Cross, Dana, Darragh, Usrrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, 
Dickey, DiUiugham, Douglass, Dromgoole, EUii, Elmer, 
Fish, Morencc, Foot, Foster, FuUar, GidiUnics, (jogcin. By- 
ran Oruen, Orinnell, Orider, Harper, Hays, Henwy, H«* 
bard, Hubbell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
aoU, Joseph R. IngersoU, Irvln, Jameson, Jenks, rerley B. 
Johnson, John F. Kennedy, Daniel 1'. King, Labiuche, 
Leonard, Lucas, Lyon, McClelland, McDewell, Mcllvaine, 
Marah, Edward J. &torris, Freeman H. Morse, Isaac £. 
Morse, Moselcy, Murphy, Newton, Owen, rattenon.Psviie, 
Pettil, Peyton, Phcenlx. Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Fret. 
ton, Ramsey, Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodncr^, Ro- 
gers, Sample, Schenck, Benler, Severance, David L. Sey- 
mour, Simjison, Slidell, Albert Smith, Thoma* Smith, Calw 
B. Smith, Stoenrod, Andrvw Stewart, James W. Stone, Sum- 
mers, Sykes, Thomanon, Tibbatts, TUden, Tyler, Vance, 
Vanmeter, Vinton, Waller, Wentworlh, Wethered, Whea- 
ton, John White, Winthrop, William Wright, and Joseph 
A. Wright— liB. 

The question recurring on referring tlie bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. PETTIT expressed the hope that this bill 
would not be referred. He saw no good reason 
why it should not pass; on the contrary, there was 
good reason why it should pass at once; for if the 
legislature of Maryland was to adjourn in a week, 
as the gentleman from Meiryland said, there would 
be little time for them to act on it. Gentlemen were 
mistaken in supposing that this government would 
be bound for any money that this company might 
borrow. He had looked into the bill, together with 
the act of the legislature of Virginia, and was sat-^ 
isfied, from an examination of both these acts, that 
no responsibility would bo incurred by the United 
States. There was no provision in the bill that 
could in the slightest degree affect this govern- 
ment. 

Mr. WETHERED desired to know if the prc> 
vious question was sustained, if it would not biiog 
the House to a direct vote on the bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON hoped the gentleman from 
Maryland would consent for this matter to be laid ov«r 
fmr the present. The House was anxious to proceed 
to another subject, and he was sure this bin would 
bo treated with liberality when brought up. While 
up, he would observe that at the last session there 
was a bill pending to give the stock held by the 
United States to uie State of Maryland, and he nn- 
derstood the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. K*M- 
MEDv] to say that Maryland would not accept it 
Now, if Maryland wanted to borrow the money to 
complete the work, and would not accept the stock 
held by the United States, was not the inierenca plain 
that they wanted the United States to remain a stock- 
holder, in order to be responsible for the money? 
He hoped the gentleman would conaanl to let thia 
bill lay over for the present. 

Messrs. KENNEDY and WETHERBD ex- 
pressed their willingness to let the bill be passed 
over infonually, so that it could be taken up without 
delay. 

Mr. CARY observed that the advocates of this 
bill pressed it on the ground that the stock of thia 
company was worth nothing; and yet they suppos- 
ed that they could borrow money on the faith of it. 
Now, if Congress authorized the borrowing of this 
money on the faith of a bankrupt Stata and a bank- 
rupt corporation, the government would be consider- 
ed as an endorser, and would, in the end, have to 
pay the money. 

If this stock was entirely worthless, as gentlemen 
■aid, he should like to know bow the money could 
be borrowed, if not on the faith of the United 
States. 

Mr. BAYLY said that, with the gentleman's par- 
mission, he would make an explanation that would 
show him how this stock could be made voluabe. 
Some eight or ten millions had been expended on 
this canal; but as it was not carried fiu' enough to 
reach the coal region where it was originally intend- 
ed to carry it, it was as yet entirely unproductive; 
but by carrying it some twenty miles further up to 
Cumberland it would be very valuable. Hence 
capitalisu would be willing to advance thei( money 
when they saw that the expenditure of it in the way 
contamplaled would render the canal productive. 

AAer some further remarks from Mr. CARY, 
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Mr. A. y. BROWN moved ths prsTious quas- 
tion, which wu seconded by the Houw. 

The queition on ordering; the main queation 
•rising- 
Tellers wsfc demanded; and Measn. Bdbke and 
Wetheeed were appointed; and they reported 83 
in the affinnative, and 78 in the neeatiTe. 

Mr. G. W. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

The bin waa read at the request of sereral mem- 
ben; after which, the yeas and nays were taken, and 
raaaited thus: yeas 101, nays 87. 

The queation then recurrad on the third reading, 
which was ordered. 

Mr. Q. W. JONES aslced for the reading of the 
act of the Virginia legislature to which this act pro- 
poaed to an the assent of Congress. 

The Cwrk read it accordingly. 

Mr. BAYLY deaired the clerk to read two reao- 
lutiona of die legialatufe of Maryland in relation to 
thia subject; which were read accordingly. 

Mr. BELSER deaired to offer an amendment to 
the bill. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS inquired if the biU had not 
been read a second and third time; and whether the 
prerious question waa not on the pasaage of the 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. DAVIS oaid he believed it was in order to 
move to recommit the bill with instructions. He 
made such a motion, with the instructiooa to inaert 
the words, "in any way whatever," aa a substitute 
for the words "beyond their interest in the stock of 
said company." His object was to make the bill 
provide that it should not bind the United States not 
only beyond their interest in the stock, but not in 
any wa^ whatever. 

Mr. BELSER submitted hia amendment and it 
waa agreed to. His amendment provided, in addi- 
tion, that the United States should not be bound 
"for the payment of any money which may hereaf- 
ter be loaned for carrvmg on said work, nor any 
contracts which may oe entered into with any indi- 
vidual having in view the same object." 

The quesuon then recurred on the motion to re- 
commit with inatructiona. - 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY aaid the fliendsof the bUl 
had no objectiona to admit the words as an amend- 
ment, which the gentleman from Indiana proposed 
aa an instruction to the commtttae; he hoped, there- 
fore, the motion to recommit would be withdrawn. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS refuaed to withdraw hia mo- 
tion. 

Mr. J. STEWART moved the previous quea- 
tion. 

Mr. HOPKINS inquired if that amendment would 
not cut off the motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would, and bring 
the Houae to a direct vot* on the poaaage of the 
bill. 

The demand for the previoua question waa ae»' 
oDded— ayea 87, noea 81; thua catting off the motion 
to recommit 

The main queation was ordered, being on the paa- 
aage of the bul. 

Mr. BELSER aaked (he unanimous consent of 
- tb« House and committee to offer his amendment. 

Mr. WETHBRED wished it understood that the 
friends of the bill did not object to the amendment of 
the gentleman. 

Objections were made, however, and the amend- 
ment was not received. 

The queation waa taken, and decided in the affirm- 
ative — yeaa 105, nays 85, as foUowa: 

T£AS — MMirs. Abbot, AdanK, Atkinion, Balier, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Bavly, BiiUack, Jainca Black, Brengle, 
BrodhMd, Milton Brown, Buffineton, CamrboU, {Carroll, 
Caniin, Aagutal A. Chapman, Chappell. Chilton. Clinch, 
Cliagmsu, Colu, Cnaaton, Crou, Dana, Darragh, CMi^ 
ratt Daril, Dvberry, Dellet, Dickey, Douglasi, KUia, 
Elmer, FUh, Florence, Foot, Foster, Fuller, Giddingi, 
Ooggia, Orinaell, Ondcr, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, 
Hndiar "•-•-• — ■-- ■■ • ••■ • • • .... 



Hndian, Woihliu^n Hunt, Charles J. IngersoII, Irrin, 
JmkM, Ferley B. Johnion, John r. Kennedy, Daniel P. Kintr, 
Kiikpatrick, Leonard, Lucaa, Lyon, .McClelland, McDoweU, 



Mcllniu, Mtnb, Edward Joy Morris, Joseph Morris, 
FrMmsa H. Morse, ItuacK. Mor^e, Moseley, Newton, Pater. 
•en, Pettit, Peyton, Phsnix, PoUock, VMshi £. rotter. Fret- 
too, Ramaoy, Rockwell, Rodney, Kogen, Bemple, Bchenck, 
Benter, BeTeruce, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Steenrod, 
Btephenii, Andrew Stewart, Sammen, Sylui, Taylor, Thorn- 
•sson, TitJbatta, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vnmeter, Vinton, 
Weller, Wentworth, Wetherad, John White, Winthrop, 
WUliun Wright, and Jofeph A. Wright— 109- 
NAV8 — MeMTi. Andenon, Arrington, Belaer, Benton, 

Edward J. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlln, Boyd, Brink- 
, _ _ - . - - .. ..^^^ 



Airaa V. Brown, Burke, Bart, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Jeremieh£. C«7, Shepkeid Cuy, Renlwn Chapman, Clin- 
ton, Cobb, Cnllom, Daniel, Rtehatd D. Davia, John W. Da- 
vis, Daon, Pllllnghsm, Dnncao, Panltp, Fsdee, Ftoklln, 



French, Bjram Oreen, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammett, Haral- 
son, Hemck, Hoge. Hopkina, Hotuton, Hnberd, Hubbell, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Johnion. An- 
drew Johnson. Oeorge W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston 
King, Labranche, Lumpkin, McCauslen, Maclay, McCon- 
nell, McKay, Mathews, Maiphy,NorTis, Parmenler, Payne, 
Emery D. Pottsr, Rathbuo, Darid S. Raid, Reding, Relie, 
Hitter, Roberta, Raisell, St John, Thomaa H. Seymour, 
David L. Seymour, Simons, Slideli, Stetson, John Stewart, 
Stilet, Mtnd P.Stone, Strong, Tucker, Wheaton, Beixja- 
mln White, WiOiami, Woodward, Yancey, and Yost— M. 

S« the bill waa passed. 

Mr. THOMPSON called for the orders of the 
day. 
TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT FOR OREGON. 

The bill "to organize a territorial government in 
theTerritory of Oregon, and for other purpoaes," 
came up as the first busineas before the House. 

The main question having been ordered on Bat- 
unlay, 

The queation waa now on agreeing to the aeveral 
amend menta proposed by the Committee of the 
Whole on the slate of the Union. 

Mr. PETTIT moved a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order, the pre- 
vious question having been ordered. 

A division of the question was asked, so as to 
vote on the aeveral amendments separately. ■ 

Mr. A. V. BROWN auegested that the question 
be taken upon all except the last amendntent, upon 
which only, he supposed, gentlemen would wiah to 
vote aeparately. 

Mr. CAMPBELL wiahed the queation taken 
on the amendment to the 6th section, containing the 
prohibition of slavery. He warned the frimos of 
the bill to beware how they agreed to incorporate 
this proviso in the bill. 

The question was taken on the first amendment 
to the bill to strike out in the first section the word 
"nine," so as to make 54 degrees 40 minutes, in- 
atead of 54 degreea 49 minutes, the northern bound- 
ary. The amendment waa agreed to without a 
division. 

The next amendment, being that adopted by the 
committee on motion of Mr. WurrHaor, added to 
the 6th section the following proviso: 

"Prmt'dnl, hetcmr,. That there ahall neither be slavery 
norinvolontary •ervitnde in the nid territory, otherwise 
than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the party ihal] 
have been duly convicted." 

Mr. BELSER aaked the yeaa and nays on the 
question of concurrence wjth this amendment, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted— 
yeas 131, nays 69, as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anders o n, Baker, Bi^ 
nard, Benton, Bidlack. James Black, Brengle, Brinkerholt', 
Brodhead, Bufflngton, Burke, Carpenter, J. £. Cary, Carroll, 
Catlin, Clinton, Coliamer, Cramtton, Dana, Darragh, 
Richard D. Daria, John W. Davis, Dean, Dkkey, Dilling. 
ham, Douglass, Duncan, Dunlap, £Ula, Elmer, Farlee, 
Ficklin, Fiah, Florence, Foot, Foater, Ftiller, Oiddings, By- 
zam Oreen, Orinnell, Orider, Hannibal Hamlin, Hardin, Har- 
per, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hnbbell, Hndson, Hun- 
gerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingei^ 
soil, Irrin, Jenlu. Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, 
John P. Keiuedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kirkpattick, 
Leonard, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclav, McClelland, McCler. 
nand, McDowell, Mollvaine, Mann, Mathews, £dwaid J. 
Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Mosely , Murphy, 
Norris, Owen. Paimenter, Paterson, Pettit, Phosnuc, PoUock, 
Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Reding, Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers. 
St Jonia, "Sample, Schenck, SeTerance, T. H. Seymour, 
David L. -Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, Thomaa 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stetson, Andrew 
Stewart, John Stewart, Alfred F. Stone, Strong. Sykes, 
Tbomasaon, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vuiton, 
Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, John White, Baiiamin 
White, Williams,' Winthrop, WUliam Wright, Jow>pb A. 
Wright, and Tost-ISl. 

NAYS— Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Belser, F.dward 
J. Blaek, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Cauaia, Reuben Chapman, Augustus 
A. Chapman, Cnappell, Clinton, Clinch, C;lingman, Cobb, 
Coles, Cross, Cnllom, Daniel. Ganvtt Davia, Deberry, 
Dellet, French, Ooggln, Hammett, Haralson, Houston, 
Hubard, Hughes, Cnailes J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Oeorge W. Jones, Labranche, 
Lncas, Lumpkin, McConnell, McKay, Isaac E. Morse, 
Newton, Payne, Peyton, David a Held, Relfe, Rhett, 
Rotierts, Russell, Senter, Simpson, Slideli, Steenrod, 
Stephens, Stiles, James W. Stone, Summers, Taylor, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Woodward and Yancey— 
09. 

So the amendment waa agreed to. 

The amendment providing that the courta of the 
Territory shall deliver over any British subject that 
may be arrested to the nearest British tribunal, was 
agreed to without a division. 

The question was next taken on the amendment 
movidiiig that any future grants of land in aaid 
Territory shall be subject to the settlement of any 
dispute new pending between the United Stales and 



Great Britain, and the extinguishment of the Indian 
title, and was also agreed to. 

The amendment providing that nothing in the act 
shall be so construed as to dose or obstruct any of 
the harbors, bays, and rivers within said Territoiy 
against the vessels and subjects of Great Britain, 
agreeably to the provisions of the third article of 
the convention of 1818, until the termination of said 
stipulation of said convention, was also agreed to. 

The question was then put on the amendment in- 
troduced by Mr. Hammett as the forty-third sec- 
tion, aa follows: 

Sic. 4». Be U furiktr aucUd, That the President of the 
United States tw, and he is hereby, required to cause due 
notice to t>e given to the British ffovemment of the desire 
and intention of the government or the United States to an- 
nul and abrogate the "convention with Great Britain rela- 
tive to territory on the northwest coast of America,;^OB- 
duded August eth, 1837," agreeably to the provisione a the 
aecond article of that convention: PrsvIM, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be so construed or carried into 
effect by any of the oiScers or citizens of the United 
States, as to interfere in any way with any right which any 
of the subjects of Oivat Britain may Ittve in the tarritory 
herein mentioned, as provided for in the convention aJbre- 
said, ttntU the expiration of twelve months after notice alal] 
l>s given as above provided, b^lhe Preatdent of the United 
Staita. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeaa and nays; 
which were ordered; and, being taken, reaulted.— 
yeaa 121^nays 83, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Andenon, Ashe, Atkin- 
son, Baker, Barringer, Barnard, Belser, Benton, Bitmgie, 
Brinkerhoff, Milton Brown, Buffington, Carpentor, Jeic- 
miah £. Cary, 8. Carv, Carroll, Catlin, Cauain, Clinch, 
CUngman, CoOuaet, Clinton, Cullom, Dans, Darragh, Gar- 
rett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dillingham, Douglass. 
Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foot, Fniier. 
Oiddings, Ooggin, Bynn Green, Orider, Hannibal Hamlin, 
Hanunett, Haivlsou, Hardin, Haiper, Hesriek, Hoee, Hnd- 
son, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Janes B, Bnni, 
Chariea J. Ingenoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irrin, Jenki, 
P. B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, J. P. Kennedyr, Prestoe 
King, D. P. King, Kirkpetriok, Leonard, Maclay, Mclhraine, 
McKay, Manh, Edward J. Morris, Freeman H- Mone, 
Mosely, Murphv, Newton, Norris, Patenon, Peyton, 
Phmnix, PoUock, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, RuiiseT. 
Rathbun, David S- Reid, Reding, Rebinson, RockweS, 
Rodney. Rogen, Riissell, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Sev- 
erance, David L. Seymour, Slideli. Albert **'"'**i. Caleb 
B. Smith, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Stilu. 
Strong, Summen, Sykes, Taylor, Thonasaon, Tyler. 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wetnered, Wheaton, Bai^|nBia 
White, Williams, William Wright, and Yost- Ul. 

NAYS— Messn. Arrington, Bayly, Bidlack, £dwanl J. 
Black, Jamas Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bowb&, 
Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, WlUJam J. Brown. 
iBurke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Keulien ChaiptnBxi, Ao- 
gustus A. Chapman, ChapneU, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Duncan, FScklm. 
Foater, French, Orinnell, Henley, Hopkins, Hoostoa, 
Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Jameaon, Andrew Kennedy. 
Labranche, Lncas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCaiulen, Mctlkl- 
land, McClemand, McConnell, McDowell, Mathews. Jo- 
seph Morris, Isaac £■ Mone, Owen, Farmenter. FBvnc, 
Pettit, Emeiy D. Potter, RelliB, Rhett, Ritter, Roberto. 
St John, Thomas H. Beymoar, Simons, Simpson, ThosMs 
Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, John Stewart, Janiee W 
Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Thompson, Tibl»tts. Tucks, 
Weller, Wentworth, John White, Winthrop, Weodwd. 
Joseph A. 3^right, and Yancey— 89. 

Mr. GOGGIN asked and obtained permisaion to 
change has vote on the amendment to the 6th aec 
tion, ne having voted under a mistake. 

The question recurred on the engrossment of the 
bill for a third reading, which was agreed to; asA 
the bill waa read accordingty. 

On the tjueation of its passage, Mr. JAMESON 
moved the previoua question; which waa Buatained 
by the Houae. 

The yeaa and naya were called fbr and ordered oa 
the paaaage of the bill; and being ordered, they n- 
aulted — yeaa 140, nays 59 — as followii: 

YEAS— Messn. Andenon, Arrington, Atkineon, Bebai, 
Benton, Bidlack, E. J. Black, James Black. James A BledL 
Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, BrinkerhoO; Brodhead. 
Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Boffington, Bmke. 
Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter, Jeremiah £. Caxy,* Shcvexd 
Cary, Catlin, Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Cnllom, Oana. Du- 
iel, Darragh, John W. Davis, Dean, Dellet, Dickey, Dilliig^ 
ham, Douglass, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Faiiec. 
Ficklin, Florence, Foater, French, Fuller, Byrasa Green, 
Orider, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hardia. 
Honley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hutmrd, Hob- 
bell, Hughes, Hungerford, J. B. Hunt, C. J. IncenoU. Inia, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Periey B Johnson, Andrew John- 
son, A. Kennedy, Preston King, Kirfcpatrick, L^rane^ 
Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, Mc- 
Clelland, McClemand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 
Mathews, Joseph Morris, Isaac E. Mone, Murphy, Nonas, 
Owen, Paimenter, Payne, Pettit, Pollock, Emery D. Potles. 
Pratt, Ramsay, Rathbun, David 8. Beid, Reding, Relfe, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Rogen. RnsaeUTst Jofea. 
Sample, Schenck, Thomas H. Seymour, David L.. Scymver, 
Simons, Simpson, Slideli, Thomas Smith, Robert Saailh 
Steenrod, Stetson, JonhCtewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, H 
fred P. Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Tibbatta, Tucker 
Vanmeter, Weller, Wentworth, wetheied, Wbeelan, Befr 
Jamb White, WiUiams, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, Yas- 
cey, and Yost— 140. 

NAYS— Measn. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Bakar, Boniigtr, 
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Bunard, Bniu^, Milton Brown, Campbell, Curoll, Ctn- 
■in, Ranben Chapman, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Colei, 
CoUamer, O. Davb, Bichard D. Davia, Debany, Fiih, Foot, 
Gosgin, Grinnell, Harper, Hadaon, Wadiington Hoot, Jo- 
■epo R. InseraoU, Jeiuu, George W. Jonea, John P. Kasne- 
dr, Daniel P. King, MoIIraine, Maiah, Edwttrd Joy Monia, 
fneman H. Mono, Meaelej, Newton, Patenon, Peyton, 
Fhtanix, Eliah* B. Potter, Praaton, Rockwell, Rodney, Sen- 
ter, ScTcrance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stmhena, 
Andrew Stewart, Snmmeri, Tilden, Trier. Vance, Vinton, 
John White, Winthrop, and William Wright-«9. 
So the bfll was poassd. 

HARBORS AND RIVERS. 

Mr. TIBBATTS prewMited a biU making appro- 
iwiations for improvementi on western horbon and 
rirera. 

Objections were made to its reception. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved a. suspension of the 
rules, on which the vote was taken, and the SPEIAE- 
ER decided it was lost. 

Mr. TIBBATTS called for the yeas and nays, 
pending which a motion was made to adjourn. 

The Hoose adjoumed accordingly. 

The following- notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the membera 
presenting them: 

By Mr. ALBERT SMITH: The petition ofM. P. Sampaon 
ud sa olhera, clUxena oi Leray, New York, praying a re- 
dooUoninthe ratea ofpoatage. 

By Mr. DILLINOHAM: The peiitioa of L. D. Pomeroy, 
DfMoretown, Vermont, to bars letter poatage reduced te 
Iwo cenb: referred to the Committee on Uie Foat Office and 
Poit Roada. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The memorial of Waahington Miller 
tad 171 others, paaaengers on the ateamboat Vorfctown, Mia- 
■iuippi liver, 161h December, ISU, praying that Congreii 
naypaiialaw which ihall compel all iteam reiieli and 
canal enghiea to ate Evani*! safety guard to prevent ezplo- 
■iena: reietied to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: A petition firom Alleghany county, 
praying for a law to reduce postage, agreeable to the recom- 
mendation of the Postmaster General. Also a petition from 
Steaben county. New York, praying a reduction of postage 
ud a reform in the franking privilege to deputy postmastera 
ud members of Congress. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Nathaniel Treat 
ud 48 others, of Orono, Penobscot oottnty. State of Maine, 
for the reannexation of New Bmnawick to the United 
Stales. 

By Mr. WELLER: The petition of P. P. Lowe, Robert 
Brawn, and 400 otheia, citizens of the State of Ohio, repre- 
■entingthe present oondition of the Cumberland road, and 
praying an appropriation thereforat the present setaion: le. 
Eeriad to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, where the Senate bill is now pending. 

By Mr. K.OSELEY: The petition ol George W. Johnson 
ind seven othera, for abolition of alavery in the District of 
Columbia, fco., ke., tic. 

Bv Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of M oltizena of OUa, 
Berkshire county, Massachusetts, for establishing the post- 
ige at the uniform rate of two cents, prepaid for every let- 
ter in weight not exceeding half an ounce for all diataicea 
witlUn the United Statea, and for abolishing the fkanking 
privilege. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The remonstrance of Henry Hammond 
>nd 58 others, citizens of Pomftret, Connecticut, against the 
uuwzation of Texas as a slareholding Territeiy: referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Afl'airs. 

By Mr. CARROLL: The peUtion of 100 citizens of Onta- 
rio county, New York, in favor of the abolition of slavery 
In the District of Columbia and in the Territoriea of the Uni- 
ted Stales. 

By Mr. T. H. SEYMOUR: The memorial of eifkena of 
Harubrd, Connecticut, and its vicinity, asking for a redac- 
tion of the rates of postage throughout the United Statea to 
two cents, and for the abolition of the franking privilege: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office aad Foat 
Beads. 

By Mr. HOOE: The petiUon oi 140 citizens of the Stete of 
Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail-route lh>m Pe- 
oria 10 Galena.ln said Stele of iUinoia. via Mount Hawley, 
Wyoming, Toulon. WetberslUild, Geneaee, Portland, Proph- 
rtstown, Lynden, Union Grove, Dyson Settlement, and 8»- 
'aunah. The petition of J. B. Patteraon. John 8. Pollock, 
Sanry Jeninga, and M othera, citizena of the State of Illi- 
oois, praying the eatabliahment of a nmi^TOate from Oquan- 
U, in Henderson county, to Warsaw, in Hancock county, 
m said State of Illinois, via Warren, McQueen's Mill, (Sho; 
token,) East Bend, Apanooce, and Naiivoo: which were' 
respectively referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
rtate of the Union, 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: The petitiott of CJiartea H. Ma- 
in and othera, praying Congress to reduce the postage on 
naU nutter: r^rred to the Committee of the Whole ontho 
itate of the Union. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of Joseph R. LarweU 
>>>d M citizena of Ohio, aakingCongreas to take posieaslon 
>f the Territoiy of Oregon, and to extend the ordinance of 
1797 regulating the aonhwest territory (except auch aa an 
|>iirely loeal) over the Territory ol Oregon: referred to the 
Committee on the Territoriea. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The peUtion of John Boden Fitch, 
praying for a grant of land or money to himself and the 
>therhein of John Fitch, in conaideiation of the great na- 
tional beneflt conferred by the said John Fitch as the first 
uventor of steam navigation in this country. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The petition of Daniel Eaton and 940 
ither citizens of Trumbull county, Ohio, praying the emie- 
■ion of one hundred and fifty millions of treaanry notes, to 
t>e loaned to the Statea in proportion to their firee population 
u a circulating medinm: reienred to the Committee of Waya 
md Means. 

By Mr. PRATT: The mamoiial of Dr. Joiva, «( New 



I 
York, praying that the mechanics might have tboir bit 

Sroportion of the income of the Smithsonian legacy, to be 
evotcd to the mechanic arts, and to encoarage oseAil in- 
ventioaa: referred to the aeleot committee on that sub. 
Ject. 



EN SENATE. 
TiTMDAT, February 4, 1845. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from John 
McColgan, prayine the reimbursement of advances 
made by him for the support of American seamen 
while prosecuting their claim against the British 
government, for a vessel seized by the goremment 
for an alleged violation of her revenue laws: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. P. also presented the credentials of Rxverdt 
JoRNaoH, esq., elected by the l%islatnre of Mary- 
land a senator from that State for six years from 
the 4th of March next, in the place of Mr. Mer- 
rick; which were read, and ordered to be placed on 
file. 

Mr. WHITE presented reaolutioos adopted by 
the legislature of Iniirana, instructing the senators 
and requesting the representatives from that State to 
vote for some measures for notifying the govern- 
ment of Great Britain of the desire of me government 
of the United States to abrogate and anniS the treaty 
permitting the joint occupancy of the Oregon tem- 
torr. 

Mr. W. took occasion to say he was anxious to 
vote for such measures as were necessary to keep 
up a continuous claim on the part of the United 
States to the Oregon Territory, He was prepared 
to go further than the legislature of his State instruct- 
ed nim to go, and to act consistently with his own 
views upon the subject. 

The resolutions were read, and ordered to Jbt 
printed. 

Mr. W. also presented three other series of reso- 
lutions passed by the legislature of Indiana, instruct- 
ing the senators and requesting the representatives 
from that State to use their exertions to procure the 
passage of laws to the following effect, viz: 

1. Making a grant of land to the State of Indiana 
for the improvement of the Wabash river. 

2. Reducing eenerally the rates of postage, and 
making such other modifications in the laws of the 
Post Omce Department as the interests of the coun- 
try may require. 

3. Making a grant of land for the comfdetion of 
the north end of the Central canal. 

The first resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce; the second ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble, and be printed; and the third refeimi to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. RIVES, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files the petition of the l^al 
representatives of William White. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from a large 
number of the inhabitants of Newcastle county, 
Delaware, belonging to both political parties, asking 
an appropriation for the construction of a new cas- 
tom-)iouse in the city of Wilmington, Delaware: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce- 
On motion of Mr. MILLER, it was ordered that 
the petition of Samuel H. Thompson, praying for 
remuneration for the detention of his ship, the 
Argo, from the officers of the United Statea on the 
New Orleans station, be taken from the files, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Obadiah 
Blunding, of Somerset county, Maine, for a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LEWIS presented a petition from Lewis D. 
'Homans, a citizen of Washington, praying for com- 
pensation for iron furnished for a jail aooutthe year 
1814; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented resolutions of the 
legislature of Indiana, instructing the senators and 
requWting the representatives from that Slate to use 
their exertions to procure an appropriation to the 
State of Indiana of the unsold lanas in the Vincennes 
land district, for the completion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal from Terre Haute to Evansvilla. Also to 
procure and an appropriation for the completion of 
the Cumberland road and the harbor of Michigan 
city; which, both the subjects beting disposed of, 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also presented resolutions of instruction by the 
same boay in fhvor of a graduation and reduction of 
the price of the refuse lands in the State of Indiana. 
Also in Aivor of procuring a grant of land to the 
States of IlJiiiiois and Indiaba to complete the North- 



ern Cross railroad ; which were severally read, and 
ieferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

ANNEXATION OF CANADA. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from citizens of one 
of the States (not named) bordering on the Britiah 
possessions in North America, aslung Congress to 
take meastires to procure the cession of Canada, 
with the view of its annexation to the United States 
when Texas shall be admittnl into the Uiuon- 

Mr. D. said he believed this petition was anthsn- 
tie, and similar in its language to that prsssnted yes- 
terday by his honorable collesgae, [Mr. DioumoM.] 
Regardiiig the decision of the Senate in that case, 
and upon other petitions of the same character, as in- 
dicative of its wishes in regard to all similar peti- 
tions, he apprehended that the proper eoQrse would 
be to move to lay it on the table. He therefore 
made that motion; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NILES presented a petition from William 
W. Ellsworth, and others, members of the bar in 
Connecticut, prajing for some action on the part of 
the government tor a geneial distribution of die de- 
cisions of the Suprsine Conrt: reforred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

Also presented a petition from citizens of Hart- 
ford, ConnectScut, in fkvor of the Minexatioa of 
Texas: refemd to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

On motion by Mr. DAYTON, 

Raolttd, That the President be reqoetted to eespnanlcate 
to the Senate, if in his opinion not inconsistent with the 

gublio interest, whether Mr. DuiT Green does now hold, or 
aa lately held, any diplomatic or official station near tha 
government or Texas; and if so, what, when appointed, at 
what aalary, and with what Instructions. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 
it<n><i>)ii. That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate the record of the magnetic observe- 
tlons made at the observatory of the Girard Collage, at 
Philadelphia, which an or may be in poaaeasion of the i)e- 
partaieat 

JOr. ASHLEY presented the resolution which 
foUoMTs; in doiujg which, be stated that the transac- 
tion referred to in the resolution had not occurred 
since the present Commissioner of the General 
Land Office accepted the situation. 

The resolution was then read and adopted, as fol- 
lows, viz; 

Ruohri, That the Secretary of the Senate infbrn^the 
Senate if second patents have been iaaued upon oertificateo 
of sale by the United Stetes for landa whichnad been pre- 
viously patented upon daima adjudicated by the department; 
and, if^ two patents have been issued In any ancb oaae, how 
many of such caaea— giviag tha names of tha perttoe in 
each oaae, a decoriplioa of the land, data of each rrspeotive 
patent, when and to whom delivered, with copies oiall the 
papen in each case, and the authority and directions under 
which such second pateota were iaaued; alao, eopiaa MT the 
opimons of tiie Attoraey Oanaral, if any have l>een given, 
and of the Secretary of the Treaanry, oraay other officerof 
the Traasary Department, touching toe propriety or author, 
ity of law to issue a second patent while the iiat patent ia 
outstanding and in full force. 

Mr. MERRICK, firom the Committee en the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
the petition of William Fuller and Ortendo Salt- 
marsn, praying compensation for carrying the mail 
in the State of Georgia, reported a bill for their re- 
lief; which was xead, and oidered to a second read- 
ing. 

Also reported back, from the same committee, 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
poned, the bill for the relief of William P. Allen 
and Martin Thomas. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the petition of the cit- 
izens of the dty of Favette, Louisiana, praying 
the passage of a law authorizing v e ss el s to pass by 
the port of New Orleans before makine entry thet*, 
reported a biU for that purpose; whidi was read, 
and ordered to a second reaaing. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee <ft Pensions, 
reported a bill for restricting the granting pensions 
to widowr, which being read and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading, 

Mr. B. remarked that there was an exieency 
in this case which required that the bill should pass 
at once. He said that the object of the bill was to 
prevent, in the granting of pensions to widows, their 
receiving them for and during any part of the time 
their husbands may have received a pension, yet not 
to be applicable to those cases where applications 
may have been filed in the department prior to the 
Istl>ecember, 1844. 

The bill was, on his motion, read a second time, 
taken up as in conunittee of the whole, coilsiderad. 
reported to the Senata, read the third tipaa, ana 
finally passed. 
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Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the CommiUee on 
Commerce, reported a joint resolution authorizing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to appoint art addi- 
tional inspector of the customs for the port of New 
Orleans; which being read and oitiered to a second 
reading, was, on his motion, read the second time, 
taken up and considered as in committee of the 
whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
gmmtd for a third reading. 

Mr. BARROW submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the ta- 
ble, viz: 

RrMhid, Th«t th« necretary of the Senate he directed to 
contract with the proprietor of a chart of •ounilinj;> made 
by Captain Levy, extending alon^ the Oulfof Mexico from 
the Southwest rats of the MiiBifpippi to Galveston Island, 
for the pnblication of 6,000 copies, pTOTidei! that the ex- 
pens* of Uthogniphjr, prinling. paper. Sic., shall not exceed 
tWffDtj'ArecentJ per copy, and the expenses of the tame 
b* defrayed out or the contingent fund of the Senate. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it be indefinitely postponed, 
the bill providing for the collection, safe-keeping, 
and transfer, and disbursement of the public reve- 
nue. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which was referred the memorial of 
Bundrr citizens of Darien, Georgia, praying for the 
eatablisbmeot of a new collection district, reported a 
bill to divide the collection district of St. Mary's, 
Ofrorgia; which was read, and oidered to a second 
reading* 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, mads an ad verse report on the petition of James 
H. Gale for arrears of pension; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and fa« printed. 

On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, the Commit- 
tee on Pensions was dischareed from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Thomas Morrison and 
others, and Joseph Dudley and others, praying for 
an amendment to the laws granting invalid pen- 
sions. 

The PRESIDENT pro fern, laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the President of the 
United States, tmnsmitting copies of certain resolu- 
tion# adopted by the general assembly of the 
Slate of Indiana, relative to a distribution of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

OREGON BILL. 

The bill from the House entitled an act to organ- 
ize a territorial government in the Oregon Territory 
and for other purixises, was read twice, and, on the 
motion of Mr. BAGBY, referred to a special com- 
mittee which the Chair was authorized to appoint. 

The CHAIR appointed the same senators as con- 
stituted the Select Committee on Oregon at the 
last session. 

The enerowed bill entitled An act to amend an 
act entitled an act to provide for the enlistment of 
boys in the naval service, and to extend the term of 
enlistment of seamen, was read the thh^ time, and 
passed. [This bill gives the commanders of Uni- 
ted States vessels, where there is no resident con- 
sul, authority to exercise all the powers which con- 
suls usually exercise over mariners of the United 
States.] 

The engrossed bill entitled An act relating to rev- 
enue cutters and steamers, was read the third time, 
and passed. [The bill provides that there shall be 
no building or purchasing of steamers, unless an 
appropriauon shall be previously made by law for 
that purpose.] 

Mr. BAYARD presented a remonstrance by Cad- 
wallader Evans, of the city of Pittsburg, claiming 
to he the in^ntor of a delicate mode of preventing 
the explosion of steam boilers, against any action 
on the claim presented by a Mr. Wright to be the 
inventor of a preventive against explosions: refei^ 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

POST OPPICK REFORM. 

The general orders having been announced — 
On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the unfinished 
businsse of yesterday was resumed — being the fur- 
ther consideration, as in committee of Uie whole, of 
the bill to reduce tlie rates of postaj:e, to Umit the 
use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, 
and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of 
the Post Office Department. 

The pending question was on the amendment 
submitted yesterday by the senator from Arkansas, 
(Mr. AtHLCT,] which was, in substance, to increase 
the aum af^Mvpriaied fiom the treasury, in the last 



section of the bill, from $750,000 to $4,500,000, as 
a provisinnnl sum out of which any deficiency from 
the receipts of tlie department to meet its disburse- 
ments, without affecting its present efficacy or the 
necessary extension of its services, may l>e made 
good. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that the simple prop- 
osition was to quiet the fearS of gentlemen who ap- 
prehended that, in consequence of tlie experiment 
of cheap postage, a greater deficiency might arise 
than the sum in the original bill ($75U,00U) would 
make good, so as to enaole the deparlment to sus- 
tain itself and make such necessary extensions of 
its services as the public wants might require. He 
not only bad no such apprehensions himself, but he 
felt assured that, if the main principles of the origi- 
nal bill were adhered to, there would be no occasion 
to call upon the treasury for any part of the $7.'>0,- 
flOO proposed to be appropriated in the bill itself for 
the conungency of a deficiency in the income of the 
department. He saw no harm in the amendment; 
nor was he aware that it could b* of much l>enefit 
in the bill, except, perliaps, so far as it might lend 
to quiet the apprehensions of .lome gentlemen. 

Mr. TAPPAN made a few remiiks, which were 
not heard so aa to be understood in the gallery. 

Mr. ASHLEY remarked, that although he agreed 
with the department that $750,000 might be siif- 
ficcnt to supply any, deficiency, and give us all tlie 
mail facilities which* we now enjoy, yet as it was 
an untried experiment, if they stiould misjudge in 
the matter, it was in his State that the efferls would 
be most scriouRlyfe1t,and tlie facilities which they now 
enjoyed lost. The sparsely portions of the country 
would be the first to suffer. Whenever there should 
be a deficiency, the effect would be felt there, in an 
unfair degree, and the burden thrown upon them. 

He therefore asked for tlie adoption of this twen- 
ty-third section, to guard against a possible con- 
tingency which might cut the State which he had 
the honor in part to represent out of all the mail 
facilities which it now enjoyed. If gentlemen 
should misjudge in regard to the amount of reven- 
ue afforded by this bill, their misjudgment would be 
the means ofa serious deprivation to his portion of 
the country; and while there was room for misjudg- 
ment, he hoped they would allow this provision to 
be incorporated in the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS said he did not regard this amend- 
ment in precisely the samelightas the chairman of the 
Committee on Post Offices regarded it. It appeared to 
him (Mr. P.) to be tacking the department upon the 
shoulders of the treasury. If he understood the 
proposition, it was this: that if, in the future opera- 
tions of (he Post Office Department, intended to 
meet the exigencies of that department, and to satis- 
fy the public wants, it should be found that the in- 
come snould not be sufficient to meet the expendi- 
tures, the deficiency should be supplied from the 
public treasury. In his judgment, the result of this 
proposition was simply that the department should 
DC supported at all events, and under all circum- 
8tanoe.<i, out of the public trrasury. He was not 
prepared to agree to a proposition of this kind. He 
was perfectly willing, as he had stated heretofore, to 
extend to the department such temporary aid aa 
might be necessary under existing circumstances. 
He was willing to reduce the rates of postage with a 
view of putting an end to the complaints now made 
against the sy.<!lcm. He was willing to do this even 
at the risk of thereby throwing the expenses of the 
department in some measure upon the public treasury, 
until the object could be effected. But when a prop- 
osition is made to put tlie expenses of the depart- 
ment upon the public treasury as a permanent cliarge 
for alt time to come, he was not exactly prepared at 
this moment to adopt it. Indeed, in his judgment 
the proposition of the senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
Ashley] presented the most important feature in 
the bill, and involved the most serious question 
which had been presented to the Senate in the course 
of this discussion. It wa« simply this: Is Congress 
prepared to assume at once the payment of all the 
deficiencies whicli may occur in the course of the 
administration of this system? He was not pre- 
pared to do that, for one. His object in rising was 
simply to intimate to the Senate, the nature and 
effect of this amendment, as he understood it. If 
the Senate were prepared to adopt it, they would of 
course do so; but it appeared to him that, under ex- 
isting circumstances, it was taking a step whicli the 
exigencies of the department did not dcinand;'and a 
step which might hereafter be attempted by very 
serious consequences. He had had occasion 
heretofore to say that, in his bumble judjpaieiit, 



the difficulties of the deprrtment bad arisen 
from the fact that it had been made a mere 
political engine, for the purpose of facilitating the 
transmission of -party views throughout the coun- 
try. There was no department of the government 
which hlid been used so much as a party engine as 
this Post Office Department 

If Congress assume at once all obligations in re- 
lation to the exigenries of lliis department, and give 
to the head of Uie department the liopnse to run up 
any ex|)enditnre, with the guaranty on the part of 
Congress that the expenditure will be met by an 
appropriation, — why, the bill then became innoite- 
ly worse than ever, and God knows it is bad enough 
now. 

He regretted the fact that the head of that depart- 
ment was a member of the cabineL Instead of be- 
ings member of the cabinet by political issue, he 
should have been a mere practical business man. 
But the department had become what he had said — 
a mere political, party engine; and whether it would 
ever be brought back to the purpose for which it 
was designed, he could not say. At all erents, if 
Congress places itself upon the footing of giving a 
guaranty to the department of meeting all expendi- 
tures which it might tliink proper to make, he 
would undertake to say that, however enonnoui 
might have been the abuses in relation to this de- 
partment heretofi»re, those abuses would be vastly 
increased. 

However, he was not disposed to detain the Sen- 
ate with further remarks. Ilis object in liaing was 
to say that this proposition, if he underelood it, in- 
volved this great question — whether the Post Oflire 
Department shall, for all time to come, be csnsideral 
as having a claim upon the public treasury to meet 
all the exigencies which mignt occur in the course of 
its operations.' 

Mr. NILES, for various reasons, which he urged 
upon the consideration of the Senate, but not henrd 
distinctly enough in the gallery to be reported, was 
in favor of the amendment, aud considered it a very 
proper one to guard against contingencies in nuJung 
the important experiment of cheap postage. 

Mr. PHELPS had a word to say in reply to tlie 
remarks of the senator from Connecticut, [Mr. 
NiLES.] He was aware that the expenses of the 
department were four millions and upwards: he was 
aware that, if tlie expenditure of the departmen*. 
exceeded that sum, the appropriation could not be 
demanded. But the senator from Connecticut bad 
suggested to him precisely the reason which had ii»- 
duced him QAt. P.) to oppose the proposition; and 
that was tins: he bad no hesitation in saying thai 
the expenditure of the department was altogMher 
beyond what was necessary; and when he spoke of 
retrenchment in the expenditures of that depart- 
ment, he did not speak of cutting off tha facilities 
which the public now enjoy, but of economy in car- 
rying on those facilities. Since the remarks which 
he had made the other day, he had taken occasiofl 
to Inok into the expenditures of that department in 
his own State; and what did he find? He fnnnd 
that the actual cost of transporting the mail in that 
State, beyond the circle of thirty miles, had been 
reduced nearly one-half: in other words, the con- 
tractor in that State could afford to carry the mail 
now for about one-half the sum that it cost him 
some time ago. He (Mr. P.) would not detain the 
Senate by goinginto particulars. Although by the im- 
provements in the roads, and although by various 
improvements which had taken place in the pragitas 
of civilization, the actual cost to the contractor bad 
been diminished nearly one half, yet he found, to 
his a.slonisbment, that the compensation given to 
the contractor had been in the inverse ratio, nearly 
double what.it was when the post office system was 
first organized. Under these circumstane«i, hisobjert 
was, to comfiel those who were employed by the 
department — the contractors for the tiansportaiioa 
of the mails — to reduce in proportion to the im- 
provement in the facilities afforded them, while the 
department was compelled to reduce the postajse 
upon mailable matter. The case stood upon this 
footing. These rates of postage, when first estab- 
lished, were deemed reasonable; they where not 
deemed unreasonable, and why? Because the means 
of communication throughout the country were im- 
proved. The very reason adduced in tavor of a 
reduction of the rates of postage was a reason why 
the cost of transporting the mail should be reduced 
What said the senator from Connecticut? That be 
was opposed to any curtailment of the facibtni 
afforded by the mails. He (Mr. P.) wentvith the 
honorable senator in that. H* would toMain all 
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faciliiiea of that kind. He did not desire to 
cut off any of the facilities which the pub- 
lic enjoyed; but he still believed that there was 
room for curtailment in the expense of trans- 
porting the mails. Somewhere from five to 
six thousand dollars was given for the transport- 
ation of the mail in his own State. He knew that 
the stage establishment there, even without the aid 
of the mail^transportation, was immensely profitable; 
and he Jcnew that if the proprietors of thatr establish- 
ment were »oM that they were to have oi^ly one- 
Uiird what they now get from the department, they 
would be found very willing to take that sum. In 
these days of retrenchment and economy, when there 
was a committee in this body for economizing tlie 
public expenditures, he was desirous that the enoi^ 
mous expenditures of this department should be re- 
duced — not by depriving the public of any of the 
Tadlities which they now enjoy, but by reducing 
ihe compensation allowed to these mail contractors 
to a reasonable compensation for their services. 
There was scarcely a mail contractor within his 
knowledge who had not grown rich out of this fund. 
He had seen men commencing upon the front seat 
)f a stage, at the rate of |10 or $13 a month, who 
vere now rich from mail contracts. There was not 
in instance within his knowledge of a mail contract- 
>r who had an extensive contract, who had not 
^wn rich from the profits accorded to him by the 
x>st office laws. His reason for resisting this 
imendment was, that if it should be adopted, it 
irould destroy at once his purpose— economy in the 
expenditures of this department How could the 
lepartment be comiielled to economize, while the same 
1 guaranty is held out to it, that whether its ex- 
wnaes be more or less, the deficiency in revenue shall 
>e supplied out of the public treasury? How econ- 
■mize in this department, and talk of making it stand 
ipon its own footing, while, at the same time, it is 
old to go on — go on increasing and extending its 
xpenses — go on expending enormous sums for the 
mnsportalionsof themail^ He intended to reflect 
ipon no man who had been at the head of the de- 
leutment. But it would never do to say to the de- 
•rtment, Go on; and if, in the end, you cannot sus- 
un yourself, the public treasury will help you.' 
le wished to bring the expenditures of the depart- 
lent down to the present condition of things. The 
itea of postage were high. They were reasonable, 
s he bad already said, when they were established; 
at they had now become the subject of univer- 
al complaint. Let them be reduced. He was 
rilling liiey sfaoufd be reduced; but he was not 
rilling to oflfor a guaranty to the department that 
: would be sustained in all its expenditures. He 
oped this provision would not be adopted, believ- 
ig that, if it should be adopted, there would re- 
lain noceasonable hope of a reduction in the ex- 
anditures of the Post Office Department. 
Mr. ASHLEY said he had not expected much 
ebate when he offered this amendment. He 
lought it was a reasonable proposition, not calcu- 
ited to excite debate. He begged leave to refer the 
eoate to one single consideration. Under the 
[MBt office laws, as lliey now exist, the average let- 
r postage is 15 cents. In the present bill, the 
rerage is 7} cents. The least sum to which the 
cp«nditurea of the department could be reduced 
nder the existing post office system, was four mil- 
>na and a half. The system, as modified in the 
II, ^woold yield a revenue of two millions and a 
>lf, provided there was no increase in 'the number 
'letters. The addition of $750,000 added to that 
im would make $3,156,000, which left a consider- 
ile balance to be made up by the increased Irans- 
irtation of mailable matter. What was the argu- 
ent used against the proposition which he had 
bmilted.' The post office system of Great Britain 
as referred to. Their penny system had increased 
e miiilable matter from seventy-five millions to two 
indred and thirteen millions. But the gentleman 
ho used this argument seemed to forget that the 
hole system in England was placed upon a differ^ 
t footing. There, every piece of paper that 
es through the mail goes upon the same footing; 
t here, it was altogether different; yet he appre- 
nded no gentleman would be willing to adopt that 
stem. If the bill should be passed as it now 
inds, the Postmaster (General would be compelled 
curtail the expenses of the department, ana this 
rtaJIment wouM foil upon the sparsely settled por- 
ns of the country. He believed this to be very 
ong in principle. This government grew out of 
s intelligence of the people. It stands upon the 
elligenea of Um eountry; and th« only nuuiiMr in 



which its existence could be endangered now was, 
by endangering the facilities of communication upon 
which its rests. He did not believe himself that it 
was indispensable that the Post Office 'Department 
should sustain itself. It was in the original organ- 
ization of the government, when we were poor, that 
it was actually necrssary it should raise its own 
revenue. That necessity did not now exist. He 
believed that, if the mail system was so changed aa 
to afford a free circulation of intelligence throughout 
the whole country, it would be doing more towards 
the preservation and prosperity of this country than 
all the military posts and fortifications throughout 
the United States. The danger was not altogether 
from foreign aggression; it was among ourselves; 
and it could only be avoided by disseminating in- 
telligence throughout the country. He had heard 
genuemen complain of the transmission of political 
party matter through the mails. He had no objec- 
tion to that. Insleed of its being an abuse, he 
looked upon it as one of the best things that could 
possibly be done. Let both sides of the question 
be disseminated throughout the country. If false- 
hdodsare circulated, the people are capable of judg- 
ing, and will return their verdfct accordingly. But 
to go back to his original proposition. His only 
object waa to guard against the possibility of having 
the burden of expense thrown upon tlie thinly pop- 
ulated portions of the country. He could not see 
that there would be a much greater deficiency than 
$750,000; but it was wrong in principle to urge that 
It would be so, because it waa so in Great Britain. 
The argument would hold good if every paper that 
waa transmitted through the mail was charged at the 
same rate as letters. It would be true that 
the iacrease of revenue would be as great here 
as in Great Britain. But we did not go upon 
that principle here. We have our newspa- 
pers to carry, which is by far more expensive 
and burdensome, and less profitable than letters. 
The postage upon these paid but very little of the 
sum. 

There was another point — a very singular pro- 
vision of this bill in the second section. The ob- 
ject of the bill is to reduce postage. That was the 
subject of comprint; but what dots the bill do here? 
Instead of reducing postage, they have made almost 
all newspapers free over three-quarters of the United 
States, ana left the other portions to pay the post- 
age which they now pay. The provision says 



nothing shall be charged upon newspapers uiuler 
"" It is the effect of that? ai 



I says 
under 
thirty miles. What is^the effect of that? and how 
does it affect his portion of the country.' It is an 
encouragement to the domestic manufacturer it 
public sentiment; but, in his part of the country, 
where the greatest circulation of the newspapers 
waa over the whole State, they are to b« charged the 
same postage which they now pay. This exclu- 
sive privilege given to three-quarters of the country 
should be stricken out. He waa opposed to any 
arrangement of that kind, which afforded a privi- 
lege to some portions of the country, and operated 
to the detriment of others. 

He was not solicitous about the particular form 
of his amendment. He had never consented to 
throw a burden upon the treasury; and he did not 
make the amendment with that view. Yet he would 
be quite willing that there should be nothing 
charged upon any printed matter tranamiltsd 
through the mails. He would be willing to make it 
all free. He would givs to every readmg man in 
the country the means of getting this matter free of 
expense. 

But he submitted the proposition without further 
remark. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was adopted. 

Mr. NILES moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing immediately after the 22d section, at the end, an 
additional section, providing (in substance) that the 
Postmaster General make a classification of the 
railroad and steamboat roates by which it is 
necessary or desirabl* to transmit the mad, and to 
make special contracts with the pronrictore, so that 
the department shall not pay more for the transport- 
ation of tlic mail over the first class of routes of that 
description than $200 per mile; nor more than $100 
per mile on the second class; nor more than $50 per 
mile on the third class. 

Mr. N. explained the importance and necessity 
for this amendment. 

It was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON (with a ver- 
bal amendment suggested by Mr. Jarnaoin,) the 6lh 
section, tbirty-fouiui line, was amended so m to re- 



quire of deputy postmasters the verification on oatii 
of tlieir accounts of postage paid on official business. 

Mr. BAGBY moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing a provision, that, in eases where the compensa- 
tion of deputy postmasters may be affected by the 
diminution of the commissioir which constitutes 
their pay, the same allowance be made to them <br 
the year 1845 which they received in 1844. 

Mr. MEKRICE suggested that the amendment 
should be offered to the sixth section. 

Mr. BAGBY had no objection. His object was 
to save those postmasiers who have madeuieir ar- 
rangements for the present year, from losses which 
they may incur by the operation of this bill. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BENTON rose to offer an amendment. He 
had been attentive to the discussion on this bill, and 
after all he had heard he was satisfied there should 
be no supervision of the department in relation to 
how many pieces of paper a letter eontained. The 
plainest and simplest arrangement waa that adopted 
in the British penny postage — a fixed rate for every 
half ounce of weight, not regarding the number of 
pieces of paper contained within the letter. Al- 
though he waa aware the Senate had already given 
a vole on that point, he wished to offer the amend- 
ment which he sent to the chair. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that the bill was yet 
in committee, where it would not be in order tn re- 
new an amendment already decided upon; but if the 
senator from Missouri would postpone his smend- 
ment until the bill was reportra back to the Senate, 
it would be in order after the amendments made in 
committee should be disposed of. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that he would withhold 
the amendment till the bill was reported. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
with Ihe several smendments adopted, the question 
being on concurring in those amendments. 

Idr. MERRICK said he presumed the Senate 
would concur in all the verbal and other amendments 
not affecting the main provisions, without a sub- 
division of the question as to each; but the amend- 
ment respecting the 9lh section, and the amendments 
of the senator of from Connecticut [Mr. HtrHTiNO- 
ton] to the 10th section, would require a division. 
He should therefore move the Senste to concur in 
all the amendments made in committee of the whole 
except those to the 9t]i and 10th sections. 

The amendmenu (With those exceptions) were ac- 
cordingly concurred in. 

Mr. MERRICK said the question now first in or- 
der was on concurring with the amendment of the 
committee of the whole, as to striking out the 9th 
section, (that which grants five free covere for mail 
matter not exceeding two ounces each, to every 
member of Congress and delegate from a Territory 
daily during each session of Congress.) 

Mr. ATHERTON underatood it was intended to 
amend this section before the question waa taken on 
striking it out. 

Mr. MERRICK explained that tho^aestion was 
on concurring with the committee of the whole on 
the amendment to strike out the section. 

The CHAIR stated that it would be in order to 
amend the section before the question to strike out 
was taken. 

Mr. MERRICK, in that case, moved to strike out 
the word ttamp, which seemed so offensive to many 
gentlemen, and let the word tnvelope remain. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that the word/ironlfc 
in place of itiimp would meet the senator's object. 

Mr. MERRICK accepted the suggestion, and 
shaped his amendment accordingly. 

Mr BAGBY had nok been contending against 
words; it was the pnnciple involved in this thing of 
suing to an official at the head of a department lor 
leave on the part of the representative to have a ftve 
correspondence with his constituents. It was the 
principle he objected to. He had as great sn ab- 
horrence for the word stamp as any one; but wheth- 
er the word was changed to frmJc or tnrelopt, the 
principle against which he contended still remained. 

The amendments proposed by Mr. Meksick 
were then adopted. 

Mr. SIMMONS now msved to amend the sec- 
tion by striking out all after the words ihall be in 
the sixth line, and inserting, aitoMicd to yi-anA;lAriroimi 
If Urn tttidmetclui, net txeteding (too mincet Mndtr each 
tnvelope. This he considered a sufficient limitation 
of the franking privilege to members of Congress; 
and it was a privilege which it was essential to their 
constituents tnat they should retain. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that the object 
would b« MOompUibwt ia tb« 8th MCtion, by in- 
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aerting after the word "recehriog," the words and 
tw^ng, so that member of Congress could not only 
rceetM letters fVom their constituents free of postage 
dtiring each session of Congress, and for thirty 
days before, and thirty days after, but Mild their 
letters postage free for the same period. 

Mr. SIMMONS^id not think that would meet 
his object entirely, as he wished the privilege re- 
tained of members writing to their constituents, and 
sending them their speedies made in Congress, at 
any time leisure at home would allow, during the 
whole year, as well as during the sessions of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON objecied that, in any form 
the amendment could be put, it would be the same 
in substance as the proposition already decided up- 
on by the Senate. He was opposed to any such 
inTidious distinctions as the retaining of the privilege 
by members of Congress themselves, after having 
denied it to the executive, the heads of depart- 
ments, and every one else. 

Mr. MERRICK called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. SIMMONS had no disposition to detain the 
Senate by further discussion. The question was 
very plain. The effect of not adopting this amend- 
ment would be that members of Congress could re- 
ceive the letters of their constituents postage free; 
but if they answer them, their constituents have to 
pay the postage. It would be to confer the privilege 
of free postage on the representative, but deny it to 
the constituent. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that it was very 
obvious that the franking privilege was not a bene- 
fit, but a burden, to every member who exercised it, 
ttDd that the benefit of it enured entirely to the con- 
stituency of members; whereas if the 9th section of 
the bill was struck out, and the 8th section was not 
amended as he had suggested, the benefit, whatever 
it might be, would be taken ftom the constituency 
and given solely to the representative. 

Mr. ALLEN regretted exceedingly that in con- 
sequence of the fire which had occurred at his 
boarding-house, he was not present yesterday in the 
Senate :when the vote was taken on the amendments 
proposed by bis firiend from Alabama, [Mr. Bao- 
BT,1 that he might have recorded his vote in favor 
of them. He regarded the franking privilege en- 
joyed by members of Congress as one not conferred 
on them for their own personal benefit, but for the 
exclusive benefit of their constituency. Of all the 
pnvileges ever granted by federal or State legisla- 
tion, ttus privilege was the only one he ever knew 
that enured to the benefit of the community, or had 
the least odor of democracy about it; and yet it was 
the very privilege, because it did enure to the benefit 
of the commumty, at which this Senate aimed a 
deadly blow. 

Mr. A., at considerable length, and with great 
strength of aigumant, was enforcing these vieMrs, 
when 

Mr. ARCHER, who has been confined by indis- 
poaitioD for aereral days, came into the Senate, and 
rose to throw himself upon the courtesy of tlie sen- 
ator from Qhio for a short suspension of his re- 
marks, so as to enable him, [Mr. Abcrer,] during 
the few moments his state of health would penmt 
him to remain in the Senate, to submit the report of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, touching the 
very important subject which claimed public atten- 
tion at this crisis. 

Mr. ALLEN assented to the request of the sena- 
tor from Virginia, and allowed the oil! under discus- 
sion to be laid on the table, with an understanding 
that when the report was communicated to the Sen- 
ate, that senator would niove to take up the bill 
again. 

Mr. ARCHER said that the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to whom had been referred the joint 
resolution of the House of Representatives for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, and the 
^«ariou8 bills and joint resolutions from the Senate 
having relation to the same subject; also the various 
petitions, memorials, and instructions of the different 
States of this Union in relation to the same subject, 
had directed him to make a report, accompanied by 
some resolutions. He moved that the report and 
resolutions be laid upon the table and printed. He 
took occasion to say, whilst up, that he had been in- 
formed by the public printer that the report could 
be printed by the day after to-morrow; and he 
would now intimate a day to take it up for considei^ 
ation, but that it was a subject upon which he 
wished to have the decision of the Senate. He 
wish«d gwtleai«n on tb* otjiw side of tb« hotue 



especially to intimate their wishes upon this sub- 
ject, and name a day to take it up for consideration. 
He should be rerdy himself, earltr or late, at any 
time that it might be the desire of the Senate. 

He desired to have the resolutions read: 

"The committee having thus presented to the Senate the 
views which they entertain on tne several questions arising 
from the ntferences made to them, especially in relation to 
th« consUtational powar of Congress over the suhjaet, it 
remains onlv to sobmit the foUewing resolutions: 

"Ruolved. That the joint resolutions from the House of 
RerreientatiTes, for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States, be rejected. 

"Rtnltti, That the several bills and Joint resolutions 
originating in the Senate, the resolutions of sundr}- State 
legislaturui, and the petitions and memorials of many citi. 
zens of the United States, for and against the annexation of 
Texas to this Union, which have been reported to this com- 
mittee, do lie upon the table." 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not rise to offer 
any observations upon this great question; but mere- 
ly to slate that he was in a minority of one upon the 
committee, and that he should advocate the adoption 
of the joint resolutions aether came froAi the House 
of R^reaentatives. He would have made a coun- 
ter report upon this subject; but he did not hear this 
report read until this morning. It was his intention 
to avail himself of the first opportunity which might 
be presented to him, oT expressing his views to the 
Senate in favor of these resolutions ftom the House, 
and against the report. He did not know upon what 
day to propose the commencement of this discus- 
sion. That might be left for future consideration, 
but it would be very well, nevertheless, to fix a time 
now, so that the minds of setuitors might be directed 
to the subject. 

Mr. ARCHER wished to say that he should ask 
the Senate to take it up on Tuesday next, unless he 
gentleman on the other side of the floor desired to 
name any other day. He moved the printihg of the 
report and resolutions. 

Mr. MOREHEAD observed that the great im- 
portance of the subjects which were discusMd in the 
report — the very anixious solicitude which prevailed 
throughout the Union to understand the grounds of 
this proposition to annex Texas, rendered it perhaps 
projMr that the members of the Senate should fur- 
nish to their constituent bodies everywhere, all the 
facilities in their power to understand the gounds 
upon which this question rests. He rose, therefore, 
for the purpose of submitting a motion, in connes- ' 
lion with the motion of his friend from Virginia, fbr.. 
the mere printing of this report, that there should be 
an extra number of copies printed for distribution. 
He supposed — regarding the great importance of 
this question, the immense interests involved in it, 
and the deep and anxious solicitude which prevailed 
throughout the country in relation to it — that he 
should do no more than carry out the wishes of the 
Senate, by moving to have the largest number which 
is usual, of documents of this sort, to be printed. He 
therefore moved to print 90,000 copies of this report 
and the accompanying resolutions. 

The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the post 0&<x bill 
was again taken up; and 

Mr. ALLEN continued his remarks till the hour 
of adjournment, when 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose to reply; 

But the hour being late, the bill was laid on the ta- 
ble till to-morrow. 

Several executive communications were received, 
laid on the table, and the question of printing refer- 
red to the Committee on Printing. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuESDAT, February 4, 1845. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
Mr. ^URKE moved that the House take up and 
concur with the following resolution from the Sen- 
ate: 

JUfhrd, That a committee of three ()e appointed to Join 
such committee as ma/ be appointed by the flouse to ascer. 
tain and report a mode of examining and counting the Totes 
for President and Vice President, and of informing the per- 
sons elected of their election. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was 
concurred in. 

HARBORS AND RIVERS. 

The pending question at the adjournment yester- 
day was on the motion of Mr. Tibbatts to suspend 
the rules for the purpose of introducing a bill ma- 
king appropriations for the improvement of certain 
hMvon and liTers. 



Mr. PRESrON KINO called f«c the Mdng ot 
the bill. 

The Clerk read it accordingly. 

Mr. HAMLIN inquired if the Committee on 
Commerce had not reported a bill embracing alL or 
nearly all the contents of this bill, with some oilier 
appropriations. 

Mr. KING said that was so. 

Mr. TIBBATTS desired to explain. 

Mr. THOMPSON objected to any ezptaioatiaa. 

Mr. TIBBATTS sai4 he did not desire to debate 
the bill, but merely to give an explanation. 

The SPEAKER said the bill had been read in 
the information of the House, and no debate was m 
order. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and taken 
on the motion to suspend and resulteil thus: yeas 
53, nays 90. 

TEAS— Meun. Boyd, Brodhead, Chilton, Cliocli. Croea, 
Darragh, Uarrett Davis, Diclcey. Elmer, Ficfclin, Flot«Bce, 
Foster, French, Oiddings, Haruin, Harper, Hays, James B. 
Hunt, Irrin, Jameaon. Purley B. Johnson, Attdinaw Joh». 
son, Labianche, Lyon, McCauslen, McClellaad, MeD9ir. 
ell, Joseph Morris, l->eeman H. Morse, Isaac E. Morse, F^t- 
tit, Pollocli, Roberts, Senter, Severance, Slidell. Thontas 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, RobeH Smith, Bteennd. Aadicir 
Stewart, Sykes, Thomasson, TibbttU. Tance, VaimaAet. 
Vinton, Weller, Wentwoith, Wethaied, Wiathrap, mmi 
Joseph A. Wright— M. 

NAYS— Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Baker, Bar^ 
ringer. Bayly, Benton, Bidlaek, James A. Black. Black. 
well, Brengle, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Bnllij^t oa . 
Burke, Carptnter, Shepard Cary, Carroll, Rcnlien C^hap- 
man, Clingman. Cobb, Coies, Cranston, Cullom, Dana. 
Daniel, Kichard D. Davis, John W. Daris. Drliet, Farire, 
Fish, Fuller, Ooggin, Byram Oreen, Hannibal HamUa. Har- 
alson. Henley. Henick, Uoge, Houston, Hndsoo, Ha^be*. 
Hungerford, Jenlu, Care Jotmson, Oeorge W. Joava, An- 
drew Kennedy, I>reston King, Daniel P. King, KirisnatTick. 
Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McConneli, MeiTvaine, 94cKst, 
Marsh, Edward J. Monis, Moseley, Muiphy, Norris. Pal- 
erson. Peyton, Fhaaix, EUaha R. Potter, fnllX, Preston. 
Ramsey, Rathbun, David S. Reid, Reding, Rltter, Botn- 
soo. Rockwell, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Thomas R 
Seymour, David L. Seymour, Albert Smith, Stetvoo, Jobs 
Stewart, Thompson, Tilden, Tyler, Wheaton, Be^ianm 
While, Williams, Woodward, and Yancey— SO. 

So the rules where not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the Committee 
on Mihtarj Affairs were discharged firom the ftnther 
consideration of certain resolutions of the l^iaiaitare 
of Illinois, and they were referred to the Comaaittee 
of the Whole on tlie state of the Union. 

RATES OF POSTAGE. 

Mr. HARDIN moved a suspension of the rules, 
and that the House resolve itself into Conuaittee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, for die pur- 
pose of taking up bill 453, "to reduce the rata* of 
postage, and to prevent frauds on the Poat Office 
Department." 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY appealed (o him to with- 
draw the motion for a moment 

Mr. HARDIN declined; and 

Tbequestion was taken, and the House reeov t d 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the atale of 
the Union, (Mr. Botd in the chair.) 

Mr. HARDIN obtained the floor, and moved to 
postpone previous bills, and take up the bill before 
mentionea, relative to postage. 

REDUCTION AND GRADUATION OP THK PUB- 
LIC LANDS. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the bin to re- 
duce and graduate the price of the public lands in 
favor of actual settlers was first in order, and thst 
on this Mr. S. Cart was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CARY addressed the Chair; but 

Mr. HARDLN raised the point of order, tliat bis 
motion should be received. This very bill had been 
postponed once or twice before under siaailar cir- 
cumstances, and he contended that it was competent 
now for the Houae to posmone it and take up the 
bill to reduce the rates of p5stage, if a majority were 
found in iu favor. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY inouired if there 
was not now a post office bill penaing before the 
Senate. 

Mr. HARDIN relied that that was another bil 
entirely. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
and sustained the right of Mr. Cart to the floor oa 
the land bill. 

Mr. S. CARY said that the amendment which 
he had offered was very simple in iU features, and 
required but little explanation. It prorided thst 
where die public lands of the United States hid 
been in the market and unsold, during a period of 
ten years, they should be sold in quantities of cm 
hundred and sixty acres, to actual settlers, at tb« 
pries of one dt^ar per acrsj when they bad been is 
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[ Cotttinued from M. IS.] 
e market and unsold durine a period of twentjr 
»rs, that they should be sola, in like manner, at 
e price of MTefnty^flre cents per acre; and that 
hen they had been in the marJctt and unsold dar- 
g a period of thirty years, they should be sold in 
te manner, at the price of fifty cents per acre, 
is amendment provided further, however, that in 
aea of sale at these reduced rates, no patent should 
sue for the land, nor should the purchase be in any 
anner confirmed, until the purcnaaor had actually 
^upied the lend during^ a term of at least three 
Bars. His position at home had made him fa- 
iliar with the evils which were unavoidable, when 
ly conaideiable portion of the lands of a State were 
templed from taxation, and kept out of settlement 
Y remainios the property of Ihe^vemment. This 
BM the ooDsilion of things in his awn Stale, and 
laine had been kept in colonial bondage to Massa- 
lusetts almost as long as Rhode Island had occu' 
led the same relation with Great Britain. There 
aa this diderence, however, between Maine and 
s sister colony of Rhode Island. The citizens of 
laioe — her Mclntyres, her Bakers, and her Qreelys 
-bad been imprisoned in British jails, when they 
ad denied the old proprietary title; while the Land 
Company of Providence Plantations, more liberal, 
nd better liege subjects ef the mother country, bad 
tiemselves provided prisons for such of their citi- 
ena — their Dorrs anti their Luthers — as had dated 
3 deny the supremacy of a royal charter over Jus- 
ice and the will of the Tpeople. One of the great 
lardships which had resulted from the colonial po- 
ition of Maine, was the extentive gttuits of landd 
trilbiit her liiviits to religiolis, charitable, and educa- 
bnal societies, forever exempted from taxation, 
rhile remaining the property of saeh societies; to- 
;ether, also, with the large quantity of lands still 
leld by the government of Massachusetts, and like- 
vise exempted from lAxMioo. The pioneers of 
daine had buffered, and still euflrer, in re- 
pect to these lands, all the disadvantages 
iomplaioed of by the pioneers of the western 
states, in reference to the p«Mic lands of the Uni- 
ed States. They find themselves obliged to open 
loada, establish schools, and bear all the burdens of 
seal police and govemnlent, and thereby make 
narketable, and enhance the value of, tonds belon*' 
ng to the government, or held by non-tax-paying 
jrantees. These are the evils of which the pion- 
«rs of Maine justly complain. They formed a 
arge port of his own coostituents, and he therefore 
wtter understood their grievances, and felt more 
lympethy for them. The hardships auflered by the 
loble pioneers of the West were identical in char- 
u:ter, and very similar in degree, with those com* 
ilained of by his own consuluenU. Theta hard* 
ihips he was now ready to take just measures to re- 
ieve, as well from considerations of public pol- 
cy as from feelings of good will towards the in- 
lustrious and enterprising men who subdued the 
vilderoess and endured the privotioiM of a frontier 
ife. 

As to lands within her limits owned by; Massa- 
husells, or non-tax paying grantees, Maine could 
lo nothing to relieve the tii^ships of her people. 
Vs to lands owned by herself, she could afford re- 
ief, and bad done so. She had confined the sale of 
ill such lands as were fit for settlement, strictly to 
ictual settlers, and at a scale of prices ranging irom 
ifty cents to one dollar and fifty cents per acre, 
rhree-fourlhs of this price she allowed to be paid in 
abor upon roads for the benefit of the settlers them- 
■elves; so that the price which she really received 
Miy ranged fiom twelve and a half to thirty-seven 
UM a half cents per acre. This was the libtral code 
mdcr which Maine was disposing of her settling 
■nds. It had received the sanction of both poliliciQ 
parties, and had worked well in practice. He wished 
to see a system similar in principle appHed to the 
public domain of the United States. 

Mr. C. would add, in reference lo the land sys- 
lem of Maine, that no titles were perfected except 
^ four years' actual occupation, accompanied by 
certain required improvements. This has been 
round to effect a prohibition of speculation in the 
■ettUng lands of Maine, while no other system has 
Ucomplished that object. 



Gentlemen representing older communities, in 
which all the lands were in private hands, would 
not readily realize the disadvantages of the condi- 
tion of thiAgs in the western States. Let them sup- 
poss, however, that every alternate form in their 
own towns, was public property and exempt from 
taxation, thereby duplicating the burdens of thoee 
who paid taxes, kept roads in repair, and maintain- 
ed flcoools. This supposed case was actually the 
case in point of principle, in all the western States, 
and in portions of many of them, was even more 
i^gravated in degree. It was not wonderful that 
toey complained. 

Mr. 0- here colled for the reading of a memorial 
&om certain citizens of Augusta, Maine, in which 
it was set forth, that in consequence of the in- 
creased use and improvements of maeliinery, 
aided by the monopolizing influences of capital, 
the condition of the laboring classes in 
the populous towns had been rendered such as to 
appeal to the favorable omsideration of the tovem- 
ment, and in which it was suggested that the gov- 
ernment, as a means of relief, should grant its lands 
to actual settlers free of cost. 

The memorial was read accordingly, and Mr. C. 
observed that he knew many of its signers to be 
worthy and estimable ciliaens, imd that he thought 
that many of the ideas contained in ll| deserved the 
serious attention of Congress. 

Mr. C. said, in conclusion, that if it was the wish 
of the gentlemen from the new States, who advo- 
cated the bill before the House, to obtain the public 
lands for actual setters, at reduced and just rates, 
they would vote for the Substitute which ne had o^ 
ftred as ah amendment, and which effectually pre- 
cluded any pomibility that the benefits of the mea- 
sure would ra monopolized by speculators. Gen- 
tlemen irom the olo States, also, who were really 
well-wisbers to the less fortunate, bat not less Wor- 
thy portions of their constituents, would vote for 
thiS amendment; which would enable the class of 
citi^ns reflsrred to, who we^ willing to brave the 
hsrdthips and privations of pioneers, to locate tipon 
our public domain, and to become independent frce- 
holden and useful members of society. It was the 
highest duty of all governments, and more especial- 
ly of our own, to foster this clasg of citizens, by 
holding nut the amplest means and inducements to 
improve tSeir condition. This government possess- 
ed, as an instrument of effecting this end, a vast 
mine of wealth in its public domain. Having the 
power to act so beneficently upon the condition of 
the people, it should use it with a liberal hand, and 
in a liberal spirit, Justice demands it, and policy 
dictates it. 

Mr.THOMASSON next addressed the committee, 
and explained his objections to the bill tmder con- 
sideration. He thought three hundred luid twenty 
acres too much to be entered by owners of adjoin- 
ing fiirms, and that this provision would not confine 
the privilt^ to actual setders; for the plain inlci^ 
pretation of that provision was, that a man residing 
in Oregon or Maine might get the 320 acres, pro- 
vided he owned adjacent lands. Mr. T. also spoke 
in opposition to Mr. Cart's bill, the various de- 
tails of which he commented on, and showed his 
objections to. He then went on to exphiin his own 
bill, ami advocated its principles. He was in favor 
of gradualiiig the price of the public lands; and 
when they have been in market for Hfleen years, he 
would reduce ihem to filly cents on acre. He would 
also make a donation to every acttiol settler, being 
the head of a family, of 40 acres. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked the gentleman if his 
bill limited tb&sales to the oaual settlers. 

Mr. THOMASSON said. No: his bill made a do- 
nation to actual settlers; but, when lands were pui- 
cased at the reduced prices provided in his bill, they 
were not required to cultivate or make acUul settle- 
ment on the lands so purchased. They were, im- 
mediately on the payment of the purchase money, 
to reri'ive pateniM, like other purchasers. Mr. T. 
expressed nis wi:<h to remove the public-lands fund 
entirely from the revenues of the country. He did 
nut wish to receive such a revenue from the public 
lands as would furnish an excuse for breaking down 
the system of protection. He expressed the hope 
that some plan of giadualioo would be adopted, so 



as to produce a better plan of ilisposing of the pub- 
lic lands than the present one. 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART desired to know if 
an amendment to the bill was now in order. 

The CHAIR said that on amendment was pend- 

Mr. STEWART proposed to offer an amend- 
ment to that amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if there was not an 
amendment to the amendment now pending. The 
gentlemanlfrom Maine IMr. CabtI oflTered his bill 
as on amendment, and the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. McDowell] offered an amendment to it. 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman from Ohio 
withdrew his amendment. 

The Clerk read Mr. Stewart's amendment. It 

Eropoees to repeal the section of the distribution 
iw of 1841 which suspends distribution when du- 
ties on imjiorts exceed 20 per cent. 

Mr. HOUSTON raised a point of order. He 
said th; amendment was of a character contrary to 
the bill on which the committee was acting. The 
bill proposed to reduce the price of the publie lands 
but the amendment related to the disposition of the 
proceeds when rec«ved. 

Mr. STEWART said die bill and amendment 
both related to the public lands, and therefore his 
amendment was in order. He then proceeded to 
apeak on the subject generally, and to advocate his 
amendment. 

In the course of his remarks, on the subject of 
the tariff*, distribution, &c., into which he digressed 
at some length, Mr. S. inquired of his colleague, 
[Mr. BiDLACK,] whether, when we had a surplus of 
tw^ve millions of dollars in the treasury, he would 
go to withhold from Penrsylvanio, who had been 
unable for some time to pay interest on her debt, 
her Just share of the proceeds of the public lands, 
and thus to break down the tariff*. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he would answer his col- 
league with great eheerfulbess. He was opposed 
to any system of taxation that should bring into 
the treasury more revenue than was sufHeient to 
meet the expenses of the government, economically 
odministered, and to pay the public debt If, how- 
ever, the present system yielded more than this, or 
should do se in future, when that contmgenqr 
.arose, he would take the subject into serious comud- 
emtion. [Laughter.] 

Mr. S*rEWVVRT contended that that state of 
things already existed; and prOcseded further to 
urge the arguments, and similar to those which he 
had been advancing. 

Mr. S. having concluded, 

Mr. PAYNE congratulated the gentleman from 
Kentucky; [Mr. TiiOMASBOH,] and the House, at 
the course of the gentlemen on this subject. They 
had been disposed to look to the leading stotssman 
of Kentucky of the gentleman's political senti- 
ments, u obstructing the settlements of the public 
lands. Tliis was a happy change which had taken 
place in the gentleman's views. He expressed his 
approbation of the principles of the gentleman's 
scheme, end he should go for it, with an amend- 
ment which he gave notice he should ofl*er to it, to 
increase the amount of land from forty acres, for the 
head of a family, to eighty acres, and for a propor- 
tionable increase in the other gianU provided for m 
the bill. 

For other reasons he should sustain the principle 
of the proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky. 
He wanted to see the population of the crowded 
cities, the slaves of the raonufacturing establiA- 
ments— to see every human being who wished to be 
lord of the soil, go into theWes^and acquire that 

soil. 

In support of this resolution, he went on very 
diff*erenl ground from that of the gentleman. The 
gentleman had given, as hU reason to diminish the 
revenue of the country, that the existing system 
of taxation should be continued. ... 

Mr. THOMASSON said the gentleman had mis- 
nnderstood him, and he explained the position be 
had talien, but in terms inaudible to the reporter. 

Mr. PAYNE eonunued. The genUeman went 
further than he had staled, and said his object was en 
tirely to remove from the u-easury the moneys ac- 
cruing from the sale of the public lands, that tne 
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vacuum might be filled by duties on imports. Mr. 
P. liad no Buch idea in advocating the bill, and did 
not believe it would diminish the revenue of the 
country; for this land which was granted would 
never sell to yield anything to the government. It 
would help the St.>tes oy enabling them to put a tax 
upon the lands, from taxing which, they were now 
piohibited. 

He replied to Mr. Stewart, who he said, had 
thou^t proper to advocate before the House the 
consideration of the old system of distributioi>. 
This proposition for twenty years had been brought 
forward on the eve of presiaential elections. This 
distribution of money from the natioftal treasury 
was a system resorted to by political aspirants. It 
was a little too early, be would respectfully suggest 
to the gentleman, to bring forward such a proposi- 
tion; two or three yearn hence it would better an- 
swer the purpose. 

[Some conversation arose on this point between 
Messrs PAYNE and STEWART.! 

Was there no uetler mode (he asked) of depleting 
the public treasury than the reckless squandering 
of it among the States? A better plan was, when- 
ever the revenues of our country became too large, 
reason and justice to their constituents demanded 
that there should be a reduction of the burdens upon 
them. He commented on the doctrines of tariff and 
taxation, repudiating the idea of laying heavier bur- 
dens upon the people by way of duties or otherwise 
than indispensably necessary for the support of the 
government. In England, in Russia, in all the coun- 
tries of Europe, taxation was the curse and burden 
which weighed down and oppressed the people; but 
io the United States a new class of political econo- 
mists had arisen within less than a half century, 
whose doctrine was, that taxation was beneficial to 
the country, and added to the prosperity of the 
nation. The people could not be convinced of it. 

Is that the policy which the gentleman expects 
the people of the United States to sanction, and 
which political writers of former days have regairded 
unwise and pemicioua' The best political writers 
have considered that nation as the most prosperous 
in which commerce was extended, in which enlei^ 
prise was encouraged, and in which every facility was 
afforded to the producers to send their produce to nil 
partsof the world, and bring back the produce of 
other countries in return. Yet, said he, we are told 
at this time of day to adopt this Chinese policy of 
closing our ports, shutting out commerce, living 
within ourselves as the best way of bringing wndin 
into the country. 

Mr. STEWART said bis was not a Chinese pol- 
icy. It was to tax British manufactures, and shift 
the tax from the American manufacturer on to the 
British. . Tliat was American policy. 

Mr. PAYNE ask what was Chinese policy if 
it was not to exclude the goods of other nations by 
heavy taxation.' The Chinese policy was to tax 
British goods, to tax American goods, and the goods 
of all other nations, so as to excJude their commerce. 
This was Chinese policy, and the gentleman recom- 
mended it for the adoption of this nation. 

While on this subject, he would ask leave of the 
House to tell an anecdote, which was so apt to the 
purpose that he could not pass it over, though he 
was not in the habit of telling anecdotes. He would 
first, however, piemise that the sons of the Emerald 
Isle had been always the subject of the jeers of the 
rest of the world, for no other reason, fie believed, 
than because they were so impatient that they al- 
ways gave an answer before they heard the question. 
And he would further remark — and he had no other 
object than the truth in saying so — that the Irish na- 
tion were superior to the rest of the world. The 
boasted Anglo-Saxon race, in his opinion, were 
their inferiors. But to the anecdote. An old Irish- 
man and his wife came to the conclusion that they 
would trade exclusively among themselves; aiid, 
buying a barrel of whiskey, aereed that the wife 
should keep bar one day and the husband the next, 
and so on altemtltely. The old man had a bit with 
which he purchased a pint of whiskey one day, and 
the old woman, in her turn, with the same bit, pur^ 
ehased a pint on the next, and in this way they con- 
unued to trade till the barrel of whiskey was drank 
out, and nothing but the bit was left. Tliis was the 
kind of trade tliat the gentleman recommended for 
this country. 

Mr. P. then went on to speak of the bill before 
the committee. He supported it because it would 
enable the States to tax tlie lands within their limi ts 
which they were now unable to do. He support- 
ed it because it would make freemen and lanclhold- 



era of numbers of our fellow-citizens who are now 
destitute of homes for their wives and their children. 
While he did this, he was for kee])ing the proceeds 
of the hind sales in the treasury of the United 
States, where they would be used in paying the ex- 
penses of this government, and to that amount dis- 
pensing with the necessity of taxation. He was 
for exercising a rigid system of economy, and cur- 
tailing the expenses of the government; and he 
wishel the revenue that was accumulating in the 
treasury to remain there until the voice of the peo- 
ple, reverberating from the glens, hills, and valleys 
of the country, demanded a reduction of the tanff 
down to a revenue standard. 

Mr. WELLER observed that the debate was ta- 
king a wide range, embracing the whole system of 
general policy, and he thought, therefore, that it woa 
time it was ended. He would move that the com- 
mittee rise, with a view of offering a resolution for 
that purpose. 

The question being put on Mr. Welleb's motion, 
it was adopted, and the committee rose sod reported 
progress. 

Mr. WELLER then offered a resolution that all 
debate in Committee of the Whole on the bill to re- 
duce and graduate the price of the public lands in 
favor of actual settlers should cease at 12 o'clock to- 
morrow, and tlie committee should then proceed to 
vole on the amendments pending to said bill, and 
then report the same to the House. 

Mr. J. E. CARY moved to amend the res'.^ution 
by substituting oae o'clock for twelve; which being 
accepted by the mover, the resolution, under the op- 
eration of the previous question, was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMASSON communicated the resolutions 
of the legislature of Kentucky, giving their assent to 
the purchase of a site for a manne hospital. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. FRENCH hoped his friend from Alabama 
would permit him to have the resolutions of Ken- 
tucky referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
where they properly belonged. 

The resolutions were accordingly referred. 

The question was then put on Mr. Hodston's 
motion, and carried. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed 
the consideration of the J>ill to graduate and reduce 
the price of the public lands m favor of actual set- 
tlers, when 

Mr. BOWER rose and addressed the committee 
in favor of the bill. It would be useless for him to 
recapitulate the many arguments that might be used 
in favor of this measure. It was known to every west- 
ern man in the House that there were sections of 
country in the West remote from the water courses 
and large townn where the lands never would bring 
the price asked for them by the government. These 
lands were bringing in no revenue to the govern- 
ment; and, for want of the power to tax them, con- 
tributed nothing to the revenues of the Slate. It 
would be good policy, therefore, to set them at such 
a price as would enable the poor and industrious 
settler to purchase them, and thus provide a home 
for his wife and children. 

Mr. B. refuted the argument that had been uiged 
against this bill, that it would benefit speculators. 
On the contrary, he showed that, of all measures 
that could be devised, it was the best to prevent 
speculation in the public lands, and promote their 
actual settlement and cultivation. He paid a high 
tribute to the character of the pioneers of the West, 
whom this bill was intended chiefly to benefit, and 
spoken of them as their country's most useful citi- 
zens in peace, and best defenders in time of war. 
This measure had been agitated for a number of 
yearSj and instead of being considered as a great 
question of national policy, had been whittled down 
. to a. mere party question. He believed that it 
would be the best policy to bring these waste lands 
into cultivation, by reducing their price to the abili- 
ty of those who, though too poor to purcliase lands 
at the present price, would be able to enter them at a 
price more proportioned to their value. In this 
way the productive industry of the country would 
be increased, and happiness and comfort afforded to 
numbers who were now destitute of homes of their 
own. 

Mr. D. L.SEYMOUR continued the debate in op- 
position to the bill. 

Mr. JAMESON replied to some of the gentle- 
man's ailments. He said it was a visionary 
scheme, as h«d been suggested, to send appiaioen 



to value the public land now lying in nine Slates and 
three Territories of this Union. The coat of such an 
appraisement would be as much as tlie whole one 
hundred and twelve millions of acres were worth, 
and would not be a reliable authority even then, fur 
these appraisers might be open to varirnis influences. 
He thought the basis on which this bill placed the 
price was the best that could be taken, in relation 
to the lands lying in Louisiana and Florida, he ob- 
served that they were purchased with the treasure of 
the whole Union, and were not, therefore, part of 
the cessions of any of the old States. And if some- 
thing had been expended in defending those and ih« 
other public lands, he held that it was no arguisenl 
against them. The West did not object to the ex- 
penses of the lost war, which was brouslit about by 
the interests of ihe eastern States; and this shouki Ik 
remembered when gentlemen boasted of the liberal- 
ity of the general government of the States from 
which they came. True, New York, Vii^inia, 
North Carolina, and Greoreia, ceded tlieir lands; but 
the people of the West had paid for the lands whieh 
they cultivated, while the people of the old States 
entered upon theirs without price. The gentlenuyi 
from Vermont, [Mr. Marsh,] a few days ago took 
the ground that the time the lands had renoamed lo 
the market unsold, was no criterion of the value of 
that land. This was a false position. 

He denied that proposition. If the gentleman 
would go through Uie western States, he would as- 
certain the fkct, that it was a certain criterion of the 
value of the lands. The policy of the general goT- 
emment, since these lands nad nrstjbeen brought loio 
market in 1803, had been only to put such quantity of 
hinds into market at a time as would command the 
prices which the government zwkcd for them. This 
policy had been carried out; and there had been sold 
about one hundred and twelve millions of acres, 
and about one hundred emd twelve millions remain- 
ed now in the nuu-ket. A great portion of this one 
hundred and twelve millions had oeen in market for 
years; and however long they might be contiotied, 
they would not bring a dollar and a quarter, for the 
leasou that they were not worth iU In Missouri 
there were some forty odd million acres of land, of 
which there remained thirty-two millions unsold, 
and it would remain unsold for one hundred yean, 
if the price was held at one dollar and a quanir 
per acre. 

He took the ground that it would be an advan- 
tage to the States and to the general government to 
graduate the prices of the public lands; and ht< 
main object in rising had been to say that, unless it 
was done, more than half the lands in Miearari 
would not be entered, and in twenty years would be 
worth nothing, for their limber would be taken off. 
His object was to save the timber to the country, 
and enable the State to lax the lands, and thus 
help both the State and the general governmenL 
The lands of Missouri were called spotted lands: 
one strip was good, and another bad. On the foreM 
lands was the best limber;' these would not be en- 
tered, but the rich prairies would be taken, and the 
settlers would help themselves to timber off of 
"Uncle Sam's" land, (for it was known that they 
sometimes went over on to it for timber, and some 
times for plow land.) If this graduation was estab- 
lished, these poor lands would be taken, and thus 
the government would get something for them. 
Then he held that the gentleman from Ve^ 
monl was mistaken, when he said that the 
time the lands had been in market was do 
criterion of their value. He ventured to say 
that one good spot of land in Missouri ooaU 
not be found now vacant that bad been in market 
ten years. The good land was tzdten up justai 
fast as it came into market. 

The gentleman from Vermont had made very is- 

fenious appeals to different interests — lo tlie disiri- 
ution and to the anti-tariff men — against this bill 
Mr. J. told them this bill would be an advaniage lo 
both of them; if the distribution policy vias ever car- 
ried out, this bill would place the lands in a condi- 
tion to bring something; and the anti-lariff men, if 
they wanted to help to supply the treasury with iht 
proceeds of these lands, would find this the only 
way to get anything from a great portion. 

Objections had been made to this bill by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky and other gcntknicn, becauK 
they wanted distribution. But tnis and the other 
measures of the 27th Congress had been condemned 
by the people. These were serious and incontro- 
vertible objection to the distribution scheme. It 
was only one of the appendages of a proiectivt 
tariff, to find the ways and means by which lit 
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ople could b« taxed, oad the money thrown out, 
d the people taxed again to get it back. 
He reierrecl to the arguments of Mr. Vinton, who 
e said) bad otjecled to thia acheme becauae it 
>uld be an opening of this country too much to the 
ople, and would induoa them out of these manu- 
cturing establishmenta. Mr J. took the ground 
nt ours was, and must necessarily be, an agii- 
iltural country; and if they were allowed to take 
is land at prices they were able to pay, they would 
It be able to keep them off. 
He contended further in favor of this bill, that it 
as the duty of the general government to p«ss all 
■eml and necessary measures to withdraw, as soon 

possible, her jurisdiction fh>m the States. She 
:ercised a jurisdiction now over three-fourths of 
[issouri; while Missouri exercised jurisdiction over 
le-fourth of ber own territory. Sbe wasnot hence 
> an equal footinip; with the rest of the States. 
The gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Cadiin,] he 
id had made a flourish against this bill, viz: (hat 
e old Statea had fought, ond spilt their blood for 
ese lands; and, therefore, he argued, the price of 
em should not be reduced. He {Mr. J.) asked 

the settlers in the new Stales, and their fathers, did 
It constitute a part of the old Slates at the time of 
lis fighting, and had they not au equal claim to 
lem on this ground? 

This bill, he argued, proposed the best mode of 
icertaining the true value of these lands. It pro- 
Dsed that after they had been in market for five 
ears, they should^U at one dollar per acre, ten 
ears at seventy-five cents, fifteen years at fifly 
ents, and twenty years at twenty-five cents. This 
ras as direct and practicable away as there was of 
sceriaining the real value of the lands, and dispos- 
ig of them accordingly. 

Mr. J. having concluded, 

Mr. HAMLIN obtained the floor; and on his 
lotion the committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. BAYLY, on leave reported, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, a bill ibr the rdief of 
!!apu Thomas Ap. C. Jones; which was twice read, 
eferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and, 
rith accompanying documents, ordered to be 
irinted. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, on leave, reported a bill for the relief of 
loaeph Watson; wLicp was twics read, raferred to 
lie Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
teprioted. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the follow- 
og comnnunications, which were referred to appro- 
>riato committees. 

A communication from the Department of State, 
n answer to a resolution of the House calling for 
he causes of the increase of expenditure for die re- 
ief of American seamen in foreign countries. 

A message from tlie PresiiKnt of the United 
Slates, transmitting a report from the director of the 
nint, showing the operations of that institution for 

he past year. 
A communication from the same in answer to a 

tsolution of the House, transmitting a report from 

he Solicitor of the Treasury on the subject of em- 

lezzlements of pubiic money. 
A communication from the same, transmitting a 

eport from the Secretary of State in answer to a 

esolution of the Housf of the 16th ultimo, on the 

ubjeu of the boundaries of the repubhc of Texas. 
A communication from the Treasury Department, 

n answer to a resolution of the House, showing the 

lumber of officers of the customs, and tlie amount 

>f revenue, tonnage, &c, at the principal ports of the 

Jnited States. 
A communication from the same, transmitting a 

Matement of the Second Comptroller, showing the 

unount of appropriations for the oaval service for 

he post year. 
A communication from the same, in answer to a 

tsolution of the House on the subject of the Louis- 

lille and Portland canal. 
Several bills from the Senate received their first 

wd second readings, and were referred to appropri- 

■te committees. 
Mr. SLIDELL rose to a privileged question. He 

ooved to reconsider the vote on laying on the4able 

ihe resolutions of the Louisiana legislature on the 

wbject of the annexation of Texas. 
Mr. S stated that his object in moving for 

t reoonsidemtion of these resolutions was to no- 
tee certain assertions which he found in the Globe 
uia morning as having paned in this fruiliKng in re- 
nion to the late presidential election in Louisiana. 
IMr. SLmELL aUuded to the lemaiks of Senator 



Bmrow of Louisiana, made in the Senate vesterday 
relative to election frauds in Louisiana, published in 
the Olobe of last evening. The rules of the House 
precluded Mr. S. from speaking of what had taken 
place in the SauUeA 

Mr. SCHENCK called Mr. Susiu. to order. 

Mr. SLIDELL said he did not intend to vio- 
late the rules of orden if he should do so, the 
Sptaker would caU him to order. He had 
not been willii^ to intrude petty party squabbles 
into the discussion of so grave a subject as the an- 
nexation of an extensive territory and a galUmt peo- 
ple to this confederacy; and Tor that reason, if for 
no other, would he have declined replying to the al- 
lusions made to election frauds in Xonisiana 
by an honorable gentleman from North Carolina. 
Other considerations, too, existed for such forbear- 
ance, which would readily suggest themselves to the 
House. 

But the source from which the wholesale charge 
of fraud in the Qlobe emanates, imperatively re- 
quired that it should be promptly noticed and repel- 
led. 

He denied, then, emphaticany that the late elec- 
tion in Louisiana liad been carried by fl^ud. He 
asserted that the democratic electore received a larger 
majority of legal vptes than the official canvass in- 
dicates. He would freely admit that there may 
have been, and probably were, instances of illegal 
voles cast for the democratic ticket. Such instances 
always occorred in every warmly contested election, 
and more especially m districts where parties 
are not nicely balanced. But he did deny that 
the leaden of the democratic party in Louisiana 
either encouraged or sanctioned such illegal voting. 
It was true that arrrangements had been made by 
the democratic party to give a property qualification 
to persons having the other constiiutir nal requisites 
as electors; but in so doing they were only acting 
partially, and in a comparatively limited district, 
upon a system which the whigs had organized 
throughout the Stale. He had no doubt whatever, 
that if a balance could have been struck of every 
vote on either side, illegally rejected, or illegally re- 
ceived, the result wonld have been a large addition 
to the democratic majority in the State of Louisiana. 
He had no disposition to occupy the lime of the 
House by entering into details which would proba- 
bly interest no one then; and would, therefore, re- 
serve any more extended explanation until he should 
have seen from some raponsibk person a more defi- 
nite charge than bad yet been maae. 

He would not indulge in the acrimonious lan- 
guage which had been used in another part of this 
building, and to which the rules of this House 
would . not permit him more particularly to refer. 
Some palliaUon for it naight perhaps be foand in 
the bitterness of disappointed hopes. But he should 
feel that he was not doing justice to the democracy 
of Louiaina, if he did not declare it to be his solemn 
and deliberate conviction, that nine-tenths of all 
election frauds that have ever been perpetrated in 
that State were of whig origin, and in favor of whig 
candidates. Mr. S. then withdrew his motion. 

PUBLICATION OF THE LAWS. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, by general consent, ob- 
tained leave, and introduced a bill to provide for the 
publication of the laws of the United Slates in the 
several States and Territories, and for other pur- 
poses: read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. PHOENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of the ownera of 
the ship Herald, of Baltimore: read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, 

Mr. DELLET, by general consent, obtained 
leave, and introduced a bill for the relief of Peter 
Randall; which was twice read, and refisrrsd to the 
Commitlce of Claims. 

Mr. FISH introduced a bill providing for the 
erection of a building on Qovernor's Island, Slate of 
New York: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Rtale of the Union. 

Mr. PRATT offered a resolution requesting the 
Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to the 
House why the report on commerce and navigation 
for the fiscal year ending the 30ih June, 1844, had 
not been furnished to the House, and asking wheth- 
er any additional clerical force was necessary to en- 
able him to have it prepared and furnished: 
agreed to. 

DISTRICT COURT OF LOUISIANA. 

Mr. SAUNDKIS, from the Committee oo the 



Judiciary, reported a bill firom the Senate entitled 
An act to repeal the act for the better organization 
of the district court of the United States for the dis- 
trict of Louisiana; and. 

On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, the bill was put 
upon its passage, and read the third time, and 
passed. 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were hanoed to the reporten by the membeia 
presenting them: 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Cecilia Batraw, fora 
p«nAion on account of the lerTlcei of her huttiaaa as a sol. 
aier and officer of the rerolutionurj war. 

By Mr. HENLEY: The rcmonttrsnce of C. Eruii t^nit 
the pnrctiase bj general government of the invenuon of 
W. .V). Wright, of Pittsburg, for the prevention of explo* 
fioni of iteani boilera: referred to the Cammlttee oa Fa- 
tenti. 

By Mr. P. B. JOHNSON; Two petiUona, nameroosljr,. 
•if ned by citizena of Morgan county, Ohio, playing for the 
reduction in the rates of postage. 

By Mr. HCnaiCK: Tlie petition of Benjamin CieHey for 
a pension for injuries received during the last war: referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The memorial ofmany eiliMiM ofths 
city of New York, praying for the passac e of n law forhid* 
ding any further traffic in the public lands; and that they be 
laiaout in farms or lots for the use of such citizens (not 
dossessed of other lands) as will occupy them. Also the pe- 
tition of many citizens of New York, praying for a leduc* 
tioQ of the rates of jpostage. 

By Mr. L E. MORSK: The petition of Wm. Pumphny, of 
Louisiana, for the confirmation of a tmct of land: referred, 
with the accompanying documents, to tho Committee on 
Private Land (Jltiims. 

By Mr. ARKLNUTON: The petition nfeititeat residing 
near Hunt's Cross Roads. inNMh county, North Carolina,, 
prayinz Tor the establishment of a mail route horn Nash- 
ville. North Carolina, to that place: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Tost Olttce and Post Roads. 

By .Mr. WENT WORTH: The peUUon of Henry L.. 
Bloom and others, of Will county, Illinois, for leave to a*.' 
lect n new school section: referred to the committee oa 
Public Laijds. Also the proceedings of a public meeting 
at Naperrille, Illinois, in favor of a doaatiOD of pabllc 
lanclx to tlie Illinois and Michigan canal: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

By .Mr. TYLER: The petition of James Oiddlnca and oth. 
en, ofChauUuqnecouniy, New York, myiag lor the re- 
duction of the rates of postage and the abolition of the 
franking privilege. Also of the same, remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas, and against the admission of any 
aew aUv* State Into the Uaioa. Also of the aaoi*, prayiac 
for the abolition of alaveiy and the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, and in the Territories ef the United 
States, as well as the internal slave trade, and for the repeal 
of certain laws tn the District of Columbia in relation to 
slavery. 

IN SENATE. 
WiDNEiDAT, February 5, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT pro lem. laid before the Senota 
a message from the President of the United Slates, 
transmitting the report of the director of the mint, 
showing the operations of that establishment for * 
the year 1844; which, on motion of Mr. EVANS, 
was ordered to be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A message was received from the House of Rq|i> 
resentatives, informing the Senate that that body 
had concurred in its resolution for the appointment 
of a joint committee to count the votes for President 
and Vice President elect; and that Messrs. Btnun, 
CHAPrcLL, Severakc*, C. J. Imgbbsoll, and 
Vance were appointed a committee on their porC 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from A. 
Pitch, of the firm of Fitch, Brothera, A Co., of 
Maraeillcs, in France, praying the payment of their 
account for interest and disbursements as navy 
agents of the United States for hidemnily for inju- .,.;.. 
lies suffered in their credit in consequence of the re- 
vocation of their appointment by the Senate: referred 
to the Committee on Naval Auoin, and ordered to '">- 
be printed. v 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from a 
number of citizens of Pitlsbuis, Pennsylvania, pray- . 
ing for the adoption of Evans's safety-guard for the 
prevention of explosion of steam boilen, in all 
steam engines constructed for the public use: refer- 
red to the Committee on Naval Amtira. «,, 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition signed by 
a number of citizens of Jackson county, Missouri, 
praying for the establishment of a mail route from • 
the town of Independence to Weston: referred to 
he Committee on the Post Office and Post Roods. 

Mr. BA.YARD presented a memorial teom citi- 
zens of New York, prayioc that die professorahips 
of mathematics may be abolished in tlie navy, and , 
that the same means used in the support of that 
corps may be used in the support of naval schools: 
refbrred to the Committee on Naval ASait*. '^ 

Oa nqoiion by Mr. ASHLEY, it was 
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lUnhed, Thkt the CommittM on Military Aflkin be in- 
•tnicted to ioqulra into tlie expediency of Increuing the 
pay and emolumenti of luch military atore-lteepera a< are 
not stationed at anenali of conitruction. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which waa rererred the resolution of the 
Senate directing an inquiry into the propriety of 
providing by law that all aasiatant collectors of the 
customs, and others acting as collectors, shall, be- 
fore entering on the duties pertaining to that office, 
gire bond, and take the usual oath of office, report- 
ed a bill relating to the duties of collectors of cus- 
toms; which was read, and ordered to a^econd read- 
ing. 

Mr. BVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment. House bill 
making^ appropriation for the service of the Post 
Office Department for the fiscal year endinj; 30th 
June, 1845. 

Also reported back, with amendment, the bill 
from the House, making appropriations for fortifica- 
tions for the year 1845. 

Also reported back, without n amendment, and 

^a recommendation that it do pass, the bill making ap- 

^propriationa for the payment of revolutionary and 

other pensioners of tne United States for the 

fiscal year endinr 30th June, 1845. 

Mr. TAPPAN asked leave to introduce a bill 
granting to the county of Wyandot, in the State of 
Ohio, certain town lots in the town of Upper San- 
dusky. Mr. T. in introducing the bill, remarked 
that the Slate of Ohio had established the new coun- 
ty of Wyandot, which was included in a tract of 
land belonging to the United States. It was the 
practice in the State of Ohio, when a new county 
was laid out, for the property holders in that 
county to give a portion of their lots for the pur- 
pose of enabling the county to erect public build- 
mgs. The government, in this case, not only owned 
the property of the county town, but a large part of 
the county around. The bill was therefore to give 
to the county certain lots for town purposes. 

The bill waa then introduced, read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
REANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations having reported yesterday upon 
th* subject ofannexatien, which brought back all 
the prepositions before the Senate, he asked that 
the bill submitted by him a short time back be taken 
up for the purpose of enabling him to withdraw 
it fkom the Senate, and to submit another in its 
place. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, when Mr. 
BENTON, on leave, withdrew it, and submitted 
the fbUowing in lieu thereof, viz: 

A BILL to provide for the annexation of Toxaa to the Uni- 
ted Statei. 

Be it tnactei hy tht Stnaie tmd House of RepreoeiUcUvee t^ 
/Ac United Slatet oj America in Consrresi aitemfiUd, That 
a State, to be formed out of the present repablic of Texai, 
with initable extent and boundariei. ana with two repre- 
■entativet in Congreai until the next^pportionment of rep. 
reiantation, ihall M admitted into the L'ninn by virtue of 
thie act, on an equal footing with the exiitiug States, as 
soonas the tarmsand condiUoni of Bucti admission, and the 
cession of the remaiDin; Texian territory to the United 
States sbaUbeanced upon by ttia government of Texas 
and the United States. 

Sac 3. .4nd be it further intcted. That the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated to defray tile expenses of missions and segotia- 
iions to agrae apoo the terms of said admission and cession, 
either by treaty, to be submitted to the Senate, or by arU- 
das to ba submitted to the two Houses of Congress, a« the 
Fnaldent may direct. 

The bill having been read — ^" 

Mr. BENTON said he would avail himself of 
tbe_ induteence of the Senate to state the reasons 
which induced him to offer iL It was a copy, he 
said, substantially, of the bill which he had pre- 
viously offered, with the omission of all the terms 
and conditions which that bill contained. He had 
been induced to omit all these conditions because of 
the diflicultv of agreeing upon them, and because it 
was now dear that wliatever bill was paaatd upon 
the subject of Texas, the execution ofit must de- 
volve upon the new President, who had been just 
eleclsd by the people with a view to this object. 
He had confidence in Mr. Polk, and was willing to 
j trust the question of terms and conditions to his un- 
I trammelled discretion, certain that he would do the 
1 best that he could for the success of the object, 
I the harmony ofthc Union, and the peace and honor 
of the country. He had, therefore, withdrawn all 
. the term* and conditions which his previous bill 
; contained, and only retained its cardinal features 
j/ n unely, the admission of a Texian State by law the 
cession of the remaining Texian territory to' the 



United Slates, and the adjustment of the terms and 
conditions of this admission and cession by envoys, 
or commissioners, subject to the confirmation of the 
two governments. This seemed to him to be the 
natural, practicable way of proceeding, and was cer- 
tainly tne most respectful to Texas. 

The joint resolution sent up firom the House of 
Representatives was nsthing but a propnttl, and a 
proposal clogged with conditions, emd limited as to 
time. If it pastied both Houses of our Congress, it 
might be rejected by Texas; and then the process of 
making proposals would have to commence again. 
Legislative prop>osilioift, interchanged by two legisla- 
tive bodies, sitting in two different countries, at the 
distance of neartwo thousand miles apart, wasaslow 
way of coming to conclusions; and, imless some more 
nracticab'e method was adopted, the annexation of 
VTexas might be looked upon as an event deferred 
for years. Commissioners, or envoys, to disctisa 
propositions face to face, with a right to give as well 
as to take — with power to yield as weU as to de- 
mand — ran alone be competent to the successful ter- 
mination of such a business. He therefore adhered 
to that part of his former bill which proposed to 
send ministers to settle the terms of annexation. 

The occasion (said Mr. B.) is an extraordinary 
one, and requires an extraordinary mission. The 
volunuiry union of two independent nations is a rare 
occurrence, and is worthy to be attended by every 
circumstance which lends it dignity, promotes its 
success, and makes it sati8ftu:iory. When England 
and Scotland were united, at the commencement of 
the last century, no less than thirty-one commis- 
sioners were employed to agree upon the terms; and 
the terms they agreed upon received the sanction of 
the Parliaments of the two kingdoms, and com- 
pleted a uoion which had been in vain attempted for 
one hundred yeaiis. Extraordinary missions, na- 
tionally constituted, have several times been resort- 
ed to in our own country, and always with public 
approbation, whether .successful or noC The first 
Mr. Adams sen* Marshall, Gerry, and Pinckney t3 
the French directory in 1798: Mr. Jefferson sent 
Ellsworth, Davie, and Murray to the French consu- 
lar government of 1800: Mr. Madison sent Alilama, 
Bayard, Gallatin, Clay, and 'Russell to Ghent in 
1814. All these missions, and others which might 
be named, were nationally constituted— composed of 
eminent citizens taken from each political party, and 
from different sections of the Union; and, of course, 
all favorable to the object for which they were em- 
ployed. An occasion has oecurred which, inmyopin- 
lon, requires a mission similarlyconstituted — asnu 
merous as the missions to Paris or to Ghent — am 
composed of citizens from both political parties, am 
from the non-slaveholding as well as the stavehold 
ing States. Such a commission could hardly fail ti 
be successful not merely in sgreeing upon the termi 
of the union, but it agreeing upon terms whid. 
would be satisfactory to the people and the govern- 
ments of the two countries. And here, to avoid 
misapprehension and the appearance of disrespect 
where the contnury is felt, I would say that the gen- 
tleman now in Texas as the cbaigf of the United 
States, is, in my opinion, eminently fit and proper 
to be one of the envoys extraordinary and ministers 
plenipotentiary which my bill contemplates. 

The bill which I now propose (said Mr. B.) is 
biief and plain, but comprehensive and effectual. It 
proposes to admit one Texian State — to obtain a 
r^ession of the remaining Texian terrilory-^and to 
settle the terms and conditions of the admission and 
cession by the usual and practicable mode of nego- 
tiation. 

The admission of the State, or rather its right to 
admission, is to be complete under Uie bill. It is to 
be admitted by virtue of the act! so that no future 
legblation will be necessary for that purpoaej and 
the possibility of a Mtsaouri controversy will be 
entirely avoided. The admitted State is to have all 
the rifhts of the existing Stales from the moment of 
her admission, not only theoretically, but practi- 
cally; for the bill fixes her representation in the 
federal Congress, and avoids all delay or debate up- 
on that point. It says nothing about senators, for 
there the constitution alone is sufficient: it both 
^ves the right to senators, and fixes the number. 
To representatives it gives the right, but leaves it to 
Congress to fix the number. This bill fixes it, and 
gives to the first Texian State two members — a 
number to which her present population will entitle 
her, and which will be sensibly increased before 
the process of admission can be accomplished, and 
doubled or trebled before the new anportionment 
under the ceusua of 1850 can b« «xteiia»d to her. 



A State of proper size being formed, the cession 
of the remaining Texian territory to the United 
Slates becomes indispensable; and here the jomt 
iresolalion from the' House of Represenlalives is 
jessentially defective. It admits the whole repabiic 
ipf Texas as one State, and provides no means 
pf reducing her limits without her consent. . In ftct, 
when once admitted as a State, she never can be 
reduced without heroonsent: the constitution of the 
Unilfd States forbids it; and the equilibrium of our 
system will not admit of such overpowerinepre- 
ponderance in any one member of the Union. This 
IS not a new point in our history: it has occured 
before, and has been d<cided. The early history of 
our confederacy is full of instruction upon it. Many 
of the States, at the close of the revolution, were 
found to bo too huge for ihe safety of the rest, ajid the 
most persevering efforts were made to reduce them. 
As early as 1780, they were called upon by the con- 
unental Congress to reduce their limits, and cede 
their surplus territory. Some yielded readily from 
feelings of harmony and conciliation — those feelings 
being rather stronger then than they are now. Vir- 
ginia ceded gratuitously all her territory beyond 
the Ohio river. Connecticut did not cede for twen- 
ty years, and then got two and a half millions for 
her small claim on the shore of Lake Erie. Geor?n 
held out until 1603, and then got a million and a 
quarter in money, five millions of acres of land wrip, 
and an obligation to extinguish Indian titles and re- 
move Indians, which has cost tens of millions, 
for the territory alone which forms the single 
State of Mississippi It required the most perae- 
vering exertions, as we all know, aided by the kind- 
ly spirit which then prevailed, and the overpower- 
ing necessity to provide for the revolutionary debt, 
to obtain from the great States the contraction of 
their limits and the cession of their surplus tarritory 
to the Union. Our ancestors aeoomplished the work, 
and they took care, as they fuUj believed, to guard 
against the like danger in all time to come. They 
took care, at once, and in the very acts of cession, 
to fix the number and extent of the new States, 
making them of proper number and size, ao that 
the danger of overshadowing Slates, to predomioale 
in the House of Representatives, or of small ones, 
ip rule in the Senate, was equally avoided. This 
was wise: it was a necessary precaution againat fu- 
ture dangers and difficulties. And shall such an ex- 
ample be lost upon ua.' Shall we voluntarily throw 
ourselves back into a condition far worse than that 
from which our fathers, with so much care, wisdom, 
pau-iousm, and even money, succeeded in extrica- 
ting ua> Texas is far larger than the Northwestern 
Territory; yet our ancestors would not risk the 
danger of a single State there, nor even of a multi- 
tude of small ones: they wisely fixed the number 
of the whole, and Ihe extent of each, so as to avoid 
the danger of both extremes. 

Qentbmen suppose tliat Texas will voluntarily 
reduce herself: it is a supposition contrary to all 
human experience. But su|jpose she does; what 
then? Consequences immediately result which it is 
impossible to encounter. By the joint resolution 
Texas is to keep her lands, and pay her own debts. 
These lands would lie without tne limits of the re- 
duced Stale, and are covered by Indian tribes. To 
pay her own debts out of these lands would, thoe- 
fore, involve the administration of a land system is 
a diiierent State, or in a territory belonging to ihe 
United States. It would also involve the manage- 
ment of Indian affairs in the State or Territory wlwit 
Indian tribes held the lands. All this would be im- 

gossible. Nobody 'could think of such a thing, 
tale quarrels, Intfian wars, distraction and confu- 
sion, and the involvement of the United States in all 
the difficulties that would ensue, would be the inevi- 
table consequences of such protrusion of Slate su- 
thorily into another State, or into a territory, ui 
among the Indian tribes. Reduction of Umita 
would be about as calamiusisa* retention of limits; 
it would be for Texas to decide which oalamity she 
would inflict; for the United States would not even 
have the poor privilege of choosing between Ihem. 
All would be at the option of Texas. 

I say this upon the asfumption that Texas would 
accept our proposal, and come into Ihe Union opoo 
the terms of the joint resolution: bull have do idea 
Aliat she would do any such tiling, exctpl for Uu jnr- 
'pose qf prtscrUring her men Urms as the price ^rcdar- 
ing her limitt and rtUnqvitUng ker elmiuto her n- | 
moiniivterritarjf. By the terms' of the resolutien 
she is to surrender her custom-bouses — her main 
source for money — and pay her debts out of lands 
which are in the hand* of the fonnidable Canuui- 
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hta, and other savage IndiuiB, and which will cost 
beir value in money, and more than their value in 
)lood, to obtain from these Indians. She never can 
ccept annexation on such terms, except to make 
ler own terms aflei wards for the reduction of her 
imits and the cessiou of her remaining territory; 
jid Ihat is lUc precise reason why the United States 
liould settle these terms beforehand. 
I do not dwell upon other objectionable features 
n the joint resolution; but it is impossible to over^ 
aok the defect in relation to naturalization. We 
nay be willing to receive the people of Texas as 
iliens, living within one of our Stales, and trust 
lurselves to naturalize them hereafter, but in a matA 
er so essential to their Tis,hla and honor, they may/ 
rish it sealed beforehand. The joint resolution is 
lilent upon this point: commissioners, under th^ 
>lan I propose, can settle it; and without a settle- 
nent of that point, or power to setile it, I should 
le«m it useless to send our proposals to Texas. 

In withdrawing from my bill the terms and con- 
iitions which had been proposed as a basis ofnego- 
iation, I do not withdraw them from the conaider-| 
ilion of those who may direct the negotiation. 1 
expect them to be considered, and, as far as judged 
)ro(ier, to be acted on. The compromise principle 
wtween slave and non-shiveholding territory is 
nnctioned by the vote of the House of Representa- 
lives, and by the general voice of the country. In 
withdrawing it from the bill, I do not withdraw it 
From the consideration of the President: I only leave 
liim free and untrammelled to do the best he can for 
the harmony of the Union on a delicate and embar> 
m«8in» point. 

The assent of Mexico to the annexation is judged 
to he unnecessary, but no one judges her assent to 
a new boundary line to be unnecessary: no one 
judges it unnecessary to preserve her commerce and 
good will; and, therefore, every consideration of 
self-interest and national policy requires a fair effort 
to be made to settle this boundary and to preserve 
this trade and friendship; and 1 shall consider all 
this as remaining just as fully in the mind of the 
President as if submitted to him in a bill. 

The bill which 1 now offer is the same which I 
have presented heretofore, divested of its conditions, 
tnd committing the subject to the discretion of the! 
President to accomplish the object in the best way 
that he can, and either negotiate a treaty (o be suL- 
mitted to the Senate, or to agree upon articles of 
union to be submitted to the two Houses of Con- 
gress. I deem this the best way of proceeding 
under every as|>ect. It is the safest way; for it will 
■ettle all questions beforehand, and leave no nest- 
eggs to hatch future disputes. It is the most speedy 
way; for commissioners conferring face to face will 
Mxae to conclusions much sooner than two delib- 
iraiive bodies sitting in two different countries, at 
lear two thousand miles apart, and interchanging 
ategorical propositions in the shape of law. It is 
be roost satisfactory way; for whatever such a 
nmnilsslon should agree upon,]would stand the best 
haiice to be satisfactory to all parts of the Union, 
t is the most respectful way to Texas, and the 
node for which she has shown a decided prefei^ 
nee. She has twice sent envoys extraordinary and 
nmisters plenipotentiary here to treat with us;'and 
lie actual President, Mr. Jones, has authentically 
<clared his willingness to engage in further negotia- 
ons. Minislera sent to confer and agree — to con- 
alt and to harmonize — ^is much more respectful 
)an the transmission, by mail or messenger, of an 
loexible proposition, in the shape of law, to be ac- 
«ptcd or rejected in the precise words in which we 
*d it. In every point of view, the mode which I 
ropose seems to me to be the best; and as its exe- 
itioiTwill devolve npon a President just elected by 
"people with a view to this subject, I have no 
••itating in trusting it to him, armed with full 
•wer, and unlrammelled with terms and condi- 
ans. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that he thooght the 
■ should take the ordinary course, and be' referred 
»the appropriate standing committee. There were 
>o considerations which, it seemed to him, render- 
I that course peculiarly proper. It was a bill rela- 
■? to a subject of the greatest magnitude— one 
*ich very much engaged the pubhc attention, 
P much excited the public feeling. It ought, 
wefore, to go through the ordinary forms of le- 
p«tiwi which even apply to billfi of minor charac- 
EL a""' *"" " ■'*<*"<' consideration which 
•''lea to him to inculcate this obligation with par- 
tolar force. That was the actual posture in which 
•ubject to which it related was now before the 



Seaale of the United States. He vras called on to 
submit a motion now, in the absence of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations, who 
was from his scat, under circumstances well 
known to the Senate. The Senate ycstcoiay re- 
ceived a report from the Committee.on Foreign Re- 
lations upon the various measures which had been 
proposed, comprising the object which it was the 
purpose of this bill to comprise. That report was 
ordered to be printed; and a day was indicOted (by 
the conversation which took place when that onler 
was made) yesterday for the consideration of the 
very important question involved in the report. It 
seemed to him, then, that if tlicy receivea, during 
the intermediate time between the making of 
the report and the time appointed for its 
consideration, a bill relating to the same subject, 
and proceeded to act upon it without the considera- 
tion which was contemplated by the report made to 
the Senate, it would be a strange course of l^islation. 
Under these considerations, it seemed to him that it 
' ^ was obviously proper that the bill should be refer- 
r red to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON remarked &at he did not make 
anv motion to enter into the consideration of the 
bill, but to lay it upon tlie table and to have it print- 
ed. It was entirely unnecessary to refer it, for two 
reasons. The committee had charge of the whole 
subject in every possible form io «%ich it could be 

S resented, for more than two months; and yester- 
ay they made a report adverse to the bill— entirely 
so. It was, therefore, according to parliamentary 
rules, unnecessary to commit the bill to a committee 
who, having charge of the entire subject, had re- 
ported against it as well in this form as in any 
other in which it could possibly be presented to 
their consideration. Another reason against the 
reference was that this did not take the form of a 
new proposition, but was merely an amendment to 
or substitute for the bill previously before the 
Senate and the committee. It was in fact the same 
bill, diough different in its terms and conditions. 
It was not usual to refer an amendment to a com- 
mittee. No beneficial object could be accomplished 
by the reference proposed. The gentlemen com- 
' posing the committee could, when the bill cams up 
>I4 for consideration, as well enlighten the Senate wilk 
their view in the form of a speech as by a formal re- 
port. He hoped the senator from Georgia would 
not peisevere in his motion. If he did, M trasted 
the Senate would refuse his motion, and agree to let 
the bill lie on the table. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he felt constrained by a sense 
of duly to peraevere in his motion. He did not con- 
cur in the reasons of the honorable senator 
fh>m Missouri, which distinguishsd in relation 
to the course which should be puraued with 
this bill one different firom that which is customarily 
pursued with others. That senator misapprehend- 
ed the effect of the report of the Ooimnittee on For- 
eign Relations, submitted yesterday. The commit- 
tee had not the whole subject presented to their con- 
sideration for four weeks, as remarked by the sena- 
tor from Missouri. They deferred action upon it 
until some definite measure should come from the 
other House, and for reasons which would be justi- 
fied by every reflecting mind In their investiga- 
tion they found a constitutional obstruction in all 
the various forms in which the subject was present- 
ed to their consideration; and they confined them- 
selves to the single inquiry which that constitutional 
obstruction presented. Now the bill presented by 
lihe senator from Missouri looks to one of two al- 
ternatives — a resort to the treaty-making power, or 
to a commission for the formation of articles of 
^reement between the United States and Texas, Io 
/^ submitted to the two Houses of Congress. 
'' This presented a new aspect to the question. If 
the bill was referred, it would enable the committee 
to entef into an examination of the other question 
connected with the subject. This was an answer to 
die firat reason of the senator why it should not be 
referred. The second was merely technical — 
that this bill came before the Senate in the lorm of 
an amendment. It did not so come before the Sen- 
ate. The senator moved to take up his bill, and 
absolutely withdrew it; and then introduced the bill 
now before them, on leave, or by the unanimous con- 
currence of the Senate; and, therefore, carrying with 
it the idea of a new proposition, and not as on 
amendment to the former bilL By an examination 
of the bill withdrawn and the one mtroduced, an es. 
sential and important difference would be discovered 
between them. For these reasons he hoped the bill 
would be refemd w proposed. 
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Mr. MOREHEAD said he concurred with the 
senator from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] in the pro- 
priety of having this bill referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations; and he would simply state to 
the iienate a single additional reason why he thought 
that ought to be done. On a subject which was so 
important as that to which this bill related, and all 
the bills in reference to the annexation of Texas to 
tlie United States, u seemed to him entirely proper 
that every new proposition, distinct from any othera 
which were pending before the Senate, should have 
the consideration, and tne deliberate consideration, 
of a standing committee of this body — not certainly 
with any view of throwing obstructions in the way 
of its speedy action upon it, but with a view that the 
subject should undergo all the constitutional forms 
of legislation. He regarded this bill as presenting 
a que.%tinn of the utmost magnitude for the con- 
sideration of this body, differing, as he thought it 
did, materially from any other proposition which, 
had yet been submitted, and being, in his view of 
the matter, if divested of some of its provisions, 
much more acceptable than any which had been 
proposed. He should be glad himself to see it sub- 
mitted to the consideration of that committee which 
had in charge all the other propositions of annexa- 
tion, in order that they mignt submit a report upon 
it to the Senate, and in order that the subject might 
be fully and thoroughly investigated, and that the 
country might know upon what ground we stand. 
He did not know thai, in any aspect of the case, it 
would be desirable that the bill, as it had been sub- 
mitted by the honorable senator from Missouri, 
[Mr. Bentom,] should have received the sanction of 
the Senate; but he did say that, in all probability, so 
far as the constitutional questions involved in this 
subject of annexation were concerned, some views 
might be presented in connection with the proposi- 
tion of the honorable senator — views having relation 
to the interposition of a treaty-making power only, 
and connected, to some extent, with the proposition 
which had just been submitted. Divested of the 
legislative provision which the bill proposes, wheth- 
er it would be entirely acceptable to the Senate or 
not, it might neiienheless present the subjea in such 
a shape as to relieve it of the constitutional impedi- 
ments which were now attached to iu It was in 
this view of the case that he thought a bill present- 
ing such important and interesting questionsas this, 
should receive the consideration of a standing com- 
mittee of the Senate before it should receive the 
final action of this body. 

Mr. ALLEN said that it was not the proper time 
to express an opinion in favor of, or in opposition 
to, any one of the various propositions which had 
been presented to tlie Senate on this ^reat- ques- 
tion— the annexation of Texas to the United Slates. 
Without designing at that time to do so, he would 
merely express the hope that the Senate would take 
no coune by which they would, in the end, avoid 
the expression of its opinion on a question involv- 
ing to so great an extent the interests of this coun- 
try. He desired, whatever the opinion of the Sen- 
ate might be on the general question of annexation, 
or on any form of the question, that that opinion 
shall be expressed to the country; and that the Sen- 
ate should so regulate its action on this particular 
proposition as to enable itself to express its views on 
this great question before the day on ''hichj by the 
constitution, they were required to adjourn. They had 
now about twenty-six days of the session remain- 
ing, and within that time they were (or it was their 
duty to do so) to act on another great question— 
the Oregon bilL They had also all the apj 
propnation bills, important and essential to car- 
ry on the government, and osher bills of 
minor importance; and if the matter now before the 
Senate should be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, it was more than pcobable that, so 
far as this particular bill was concerned, it would 
not be allowed to enter into the consideration of the 
ftnate at all, because it might be might be kept 
back by the committee, until after the report al- 
ready made shall be taken up for action of the Sen- 
ate. He did not see the least necessity for the ref- 
erence. The committee -had had the whole subject 
before them, in the form of a joint resolution from 
the House, in the form of resolotions from the State 
legislatures, and numerous memorials from innumera- 
ble citizens some for and some against annexation; 
some for annexation for particular reasons, and 
othen against it for particular reasons. In every 
form, therefore, in which the Question could by 
possibility be made to assume, it has been taken be- 
fore the comroitteej and the committae, in view of 
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tha multiftrioaa focma, had reported againat the 
whol* (abject, fiom the Manning to the end. They 
had reported in &Tor of rqeeting the reaolution of 
the Houae, and of layii^ all the other propoaitione 
upon the table. What ui auch action but a dedara- 
tion on their part that the Senate should waah ita 
banda of the whole aubjeel? He wanted thia prop- 
oaition to enter into the contemplation of the Sen- 
ate, when thejr came to consider the report of the 
committee, which cut the Senate loose fVom all prop- 
ositions. The senator said that this was a new bill. 
It ooold not so be considered, because it was offered 
as a substitute for the bill which the committee had 
had under consideration. But to go to the right of 
the matter, he would ask the simple question, for he 
would like to have an answer, why it was necessary 
to refer the bill to any committee at this late day in 
the session. The committee was composed of a 
part of the Senate; and the whole Senate having to 
act upon the subject, those constituting the commit- 
tee would still have the right, in the Senate, to inves- 
tigate and discuss the proposition, and present their 
▼lews upon it in the form of a speech instead of a 

Xrt. There was, in point of fact, no necesity for 
ence. The subject was familiarized lo the pub- 
lie mind, and much more so to, all the senators and 
repreaentatiTes who came there prepared to act upon 
it in almost any form the proposition conid be made 
to assume. In this view of the question, without 
expressing any opinion for or agamst the proposi- 
tion, he would be under the necessity of calling for 
tbeyeaa and nays on dke proposition to refer. 

They were onlered. 

Mr. MERRICK remarked that there could 
be no man in the Senate, or m these United 
Slates, more fiiUy determined not to give to this 
moat important and deeply interesting ques- 
tion the go-by than himself. He was truly 
anxious, and most sincerely solicitous to make 
up a wise and correct judgment upon the is- 
sue now presented to the Senate; ana in order to 
enable him to do that, he was extremely desirous to 
have the benefit of all the lights which could be 
thrown upon the subject, by the deliberate action 
and consiaenUion of the ablest and beat and most 
enlightened minds in this body. He desired to 
have the benefit of all the lifht that could be shed 
by the honorable mover of this bill, and of the de- 
liberate judgment of the committee having charge of 
this branch of the business. Now, he understood, 
and believed, that it was not the purpose of the 
Committee on Foreien Relations to suppress the 
consideration of this bill. 

Here Mr. BERRIEN rose to'ask the courtesy of 
the senator from Maryland for a single remark. 

He (Mr. B.) desired to obtain the floor for the 

Surpose of saying that the honorable senator from 
>hio [Mr. Allen] had misconceived, not the mo- 
tive, (for he had not spoken of that,) but the obvi- 
ous effect of the motion which he (Mr. B.) had sub- 
mittsd. It could not be contemplated by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations to withhold a report 
upon this bill, if the reference were made to them, 
so as to prevent the Senate from having whatever 
benefit it might derive from that report in the dis- 
cussion that was about lo take place. He hoped it 
was, therefore, only necessary for him to say that 
they had no intsntion whatever of delay. 

Mr. MERRICK said he trusted he should, in 
eonridering this subject, rise above all prejudires. 
He meant, with the blessing of God, to exercise his 
judgment to the best of his ability — feeling only, in 
considering this subject, his obligations to uphold 
the American people upon thia important question. 
But when he came to make Up his opinion upon a 
question involvinj; great national interesu and ex- 
citing tmiversal attention, he wanted all the light 
and all the information that the best intellects of tnis 
body, or of the eountry, could give. Therefore, 
with every possible desire to gratify the wishes of 
the honorable senator from Missiouri, and with 
every desire, at all times, to extend to him every 
courtesy in his power, he could net, upon this occa- 
sion, do otherwise than vote for the reference to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations — more especially 
as he was told that they had found, in their delibe- 
rations upon this subject, a constitutional objection 
whidi would cut short, to a certain extent, the dis- 
cussion of that subject as it regarded this biB. He 
wanted the jud^ent of those gentlemen; and he 
desired to have it in the form of a report from that 
intelligent and able committee, that hemiriit read it 
in his closet, by the midnight lamp; and by that 
light, as well as others, make up the judgment 
wbicbirMtofDid* dw Toie hewaa togiTeupoa 



this question. He hoped the Senate would grant 
that the reference might be made; and he was very 
sure that the committee would bring in a report up- 
on the subject in time to have the action of the Sen- 
ate upon it. 

Mr. WALKER said that he was rejoiced that the 
great American question of the reannexation of Tex- 
as was being presented on all hands, on the grounds 
on which- it was placed originally by him, (Mr. 
Walkbr,> in his Texas letter of the 6th of January, 
1844. 

He (Mr. W.) then proposed more than a year 
since, to admit Texas as a Stale of the Union by the 
action of Congress, under that clause of the constitu- 
tion, which authorizes Congress to admit new Slates 
into the Union. That clause was not confined to 
our thsn existing territory, but was without limit- 
ation; and the framers of the constitution had ex- 
pressly refused to limit the general power contained 
in this clause to the territory then embraced within 
the Union. The general power, then, was in express 
words, and no man has a right to interpolate re- 
strictions, and especially restrictions which the 
framers of the constitution had rejected. Bnt when 
this mode of admitting Texas as a Slate by Con- 

fress, was suggested by him (Mr. Walker) in 
nnuary, 1844, he was held up as the authar of a 
new proposition, unwarranted by authority or pre- 
cedent. Sir, (said Mr. W.,) Mr. Madison, one of 
the principal founders of the constitution, had ex- 
pressly sanctioned this mode of admitting States by 
Congress out of foreign territory; and one of the 
most distineiiished judges of the Supreme Court of 
the United States had expressed a similar opinion, 
all which he (Mr. W.) would show in due time. This 
opinion was also supported by numerous precedents. 
North Carolina, Vermont, Rhode Island, and the 
Florida parishes of Louisiana, were admitted into 
the Union as States, or parts of foreign States, by 
the action of Congress alone. In the case nf Rhode 
Island, she was not represented in the convention 
which framed the constitution of the Union; and 
aller the ratification of the constitution she became 
a foreign Slate: she was treated as such by Congress 
for several yetu-s, and duties were imposed on goods 
imported from Rhode Island into the Union. She 
was treated in every respect as a foreign Slate; and 
by the adoption of the constitution, and her with- 
drawal fi-om the confederacy, she became a foreign 
State, and was admitted as such by Congress, being 
the same question, so far as conslitutiomd power is 
cor cemed, whether she had been a foreign State two 
years or two hundred years, when she was admit- 
ted by Congress as a State of the Union. And now 
the question of admitting Texas as a Stale of the 
Union by Congress, if I undereland the statements 
made as to the report of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and which question is again presented in 
the bill of the senator from Missouri, has been pre- 
judged by that committee. Why, then, should this 
bill go there for another report' Such a reference 
may delay action on the Texas resolutions of the 
House, which he (Mr. W.) had hoped would be 
passed by the Senate and become a law. But if 
these Texas resolutions of the House unfortunately 
should fail here, then he (Mr. W.) would tnke into 
consideration this new bill of the senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Bemton] to aifmit Texas at once as a 
Slate, with an anxious desire, regardless of men or 
parties, ts reannex Texas,*and accomplish it, as far 
ns practicable, at this session, upon jiist and honora- 
ble terms, let the proposition come from whom it 
may. 

Mr. BARROW said he did not think this was a 
time to discuss the constitutional power of Congress 
to admit foreign Stales into the Union. He did not 
rise for the purpose of entering into a discussion 
upon that subject, but merely to make a suegestinn 
connected with the propriety of the motion made by 
the senator from Georgia, [Mr. Berriem.} The re- 
sult which some of the senalora on the other side 
of the house seemed lo anticipate from a reference 
of this bill to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
could not occur. The rnmmittee had had this 
whole subject under consideration for some time. 
They would be prepared, he had no doubt, to make 
a report upon this bill before next Monday or Tues- 
day; and that, he believed, was the earliest period at 
which any gentleman here contemplated a discus- 
sion on the subject of annexation. 

Suppose the committee should delay making a 
report before next Monday or Tuesday, — and from 
the conversation which took place yesterday between 
membera of the Senate as to the proper time for the 
discussion of the i«Klutions which cams from the 



House of Representatives, that was the time named: 
suppose they shonld not make a report — which 
he thought an imreaaonable supposition, for he be- 
lieved the committee would report by Monday or 
Tuesday, if the reference was made to them: could 
not the honorable senator who introduced this bill 
this morning, when the discussion upon the propo- 
sition upon which the report had been made com- 
menced, offer his bill as a substitute for that fitim 
the Houae? And, if that was within the rules of 
the Senate, as it seemed to him to be, it was right 
and proper that thia new proposition, connected 
aa it was with a subject that every senator had in- 
vestigated to a certain extent, should go te the Com- 
mittee on Fore^n Relations; and he desired it for 
these reasons. He Ihoufht it practicable, and he 
did not by anv means deem it improbable, that a 
large portion of the senators, embracing wfaigs and 
democrats, might unite upon one common ground. 
He thought that the bill submitted lo the Senate this 
morning opened the way to a compromise. It was 
Well understood that, on his side ofthehouse, a 
very large majority — if not all of the senators, cer- 
tainly a very large portion of ihem^-objected to the 
bill which had passed the other branch of Congress 
upen constitutional grounds; while some who had 
this difficulty in their way, were very willing to take 
the initatory step towaras the acquisition of Texas 
and its admission into the Union as a State, in a 
constitutional way. He repeated, if those consti- 
tutional objections were removed, there were many 
on this side of the house who woald not only be 
willing, but some of them very anxious, to see 
Texas annexed. He was not one of that number. 
but, notwithstanding the language which be had 
used yesterday or the day before, that did not pre- 
vent him, in his opposition to Texas now, or at any 
future period when an attempt might be made to 
bring it into the Union, either under the ireaty-mi- 
king power or by the action of Congress, from say- 
ing, as he would now lake occasion to say, that, if 
the proposition should be submitted to him, at any 
future time, in a constitutional way, (and he should 
become perfectly satisfied, af\er a good deal ofinier- 
courae with his own constituents, that a very Iar£« 
majority of them were in favor of annexation,) h" 
would hesitate long, there being no constitutional 
difficulty in the way, before he wouM 
put himself in the way of the attaiament of 
any object which they had so much at heart. He 
would deliberate and doubt long before he would re- 
sist the fulfilment and consummation of their n-isb- 
es, merely because he considered himself that it 
would be highly imprudent, and prejudicial to the 
interests of the people of Louisiana. If they were 
willing to bring upon themselves ruin, which ha 
thought would be the result to them of the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the United States, he rai^ht, upon 
tlie conditions stated, be content to be ruined wiOi 
them; but he did not say it now. He would delib- 
erate long before he would attempt to thwart them, 
should the question ever be presented to him with- 
out the constitutional objections which were now 
attached to it. He would doubt the soundness of 
his own judgment upon this matter. 

He was anxious that this bill should go lo iht 
Committee on Foreign Relations; and that that com- 
mittee should make a report upon it. H« did not 
belong to that committee, but he was sure h« was 
not sayingtoo much, when he said that they would 
report onTucsilay next, and that was the earlifst 
period contemplated for the' discussion. Let it take 
lis regularcourae;and ifthe committee should with- 
hold Its report, it was within the power of the hon- 
orable senator who had introduced it, to brio; it up ! 
before the Senate and have it discusseJ, and voted 
upon; and it was also in the power of the senator to 
call for a report. He was perfectly certain that i , 
large majority of the Senate not only felt Ihe | 
desire, but had determined to vote upon uiis subjrr: . 
in some form or other at this session. It was no 
purposeof the senators on this side of the House to i 
give the go-by upon this question of annexation, or 
to fight it indirectly. They intended to fight diretl- ' 
ly upon any fair proposition that could, under the 
rules of the Senate, be presented to them. 

He believed that the Committee on Foreign Rels- , 
lions should take this bill and consider it, an4 send , 
it back with a report, approving or disapprovio^ it, , 
and givingtheirreasons, if they should rejxirt s{;ain>i | 
it, why they objected to it. He could vole for it 
himself, with one amendment. That amendmeni, 
some senalora might think, constituted the vho> 
merits of the bill. Strike out that part which con- 
templates the ftCtion of Congress upon this qoestioo, 
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and he would vote for it. He van willing that the 
incoming administration should take this subject up, 
and nciTOtiale nbom it. if Texas was to come into 
ih« Union at all, let it come under the con- 
Milution, and not in any unconstitutional man- 
ner — a manner never attempted heretofore, or 
con'emplflted by the framers of the constitution 
— nlihniish the ai:stingiii3hed senator from Missis- 
!i;i;>i [MrTVALKER] seemed to thin't it a very clear 
'Mt iliat there was nothing onconstitutional about 
iu That senator might have satisfied his own mind 
ipon that point; but others — ^not himself, of course 
—equally competent t> come to a correct conclusion 
jpon that question, differed very widely fi-om him. 
They Imd shown, in their disouasionx, very great 
ibility, both those who opposed it and those who 
ulrocated it upon constitutional grounds. He 
lOped this bill would take the ordinary course, and 
JO to the Committee on Foreign Relations. He did 
lot thinl[ the Senate onght to object to that refer- 
nce. 

Mr. RIVES rose to inquire if a day had yet been 
ndicaied for the consideration of the report of the 
'ommiitec on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MOREHF.AD replied that the chairman of 
liat committee had intimated that, if the Senate 
hould not suggest any other day, he would call it 
p on Tuesday next. • 

Mr. RIVtS said he desired the information only 
1 order to enable him to appreciate the probability 
f having a report from the Committee on Foreign 
Leiations upon this new proposition in time to lie 
cted upon, when the general stibject should come 
p for consideration before the Senate. He would 
imseir be most unwilling to vote for the ref- 
?ence of this proposition to the Committee on 
'oreign Relations, if he believed that the 
bject, or the effect of that reference, would be to 
nother this proposition, or to withdraw it at all 
om the consideration of the Senate, when the gen- 
-al subject should come up fordiscussien. But the 
pnale had understood fro'ii both of the gentlemen 
I the floor, members of that committee, [Messrs. 
(RBiEK and MoREHEAD,] that they had no such 
irpose; on the contrary, that they saw much in 
le new aapect of this subject to commend it to the 
rious and unprejudiced consideration of the com- 
itiee. 

His honorable friend from Mississippi [Mr. 
Talker] had treated this bill as identical m prmci- 
e with the proposition or joint resolutions from the 
ouse of Representatives, contemplating, in the 
id, both the one and the other, the incorporalioo 
'a portion of the territory of Texas as a Slats into 
istXnion. Bnt surely the honorable senator had 
It examined very careful^ these propositions, or he 
suld have found a most material difference be- 
•een the proposition of the honorable senator 
>m Misaonri and the resolutions from the House 

Representatives. It was true, that both looked 
timately to the incorporation of Texas, or a por- 
>n of that republic, as a State into this Union. 
It when? and how.' The proposition of the «en- 
ir from Misaonri declares expressly on its 
« that a portion of that territory is ^to be admitted 
a state; but when.' "As soon as the terms of that 
mission, and of the cession of the remaining por- 
n of the territory of Texas, shall have been 
reed upon between the governments of the two 
mblics." 

In what manner did the honorable mover of this 
tpoaition contemplate having these terms agreed 
an and settled.' Kot, as in Ue resolutions of the 
wsc of Representatives, by the action of the 
islaturea of the two republics, but by the ordina- 
agency of the treaty-making power. For the 
rposc of defraying the expenses of missions and 
^otiatiiins necessary to that end, an appropriation 
s made in the bill of $100,060. He considered 
I proposition, therefore, in its mo?t material 
irin^, as essentially distinct from the proposition 
ich hnd come from the House of Representa- 
!S, and which had been reported upon adversely 

the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
■le repeated, that if he believed this new prop- 
Lion was in any manner affected or prejudiced 

the report which had come to the Senate fiom 
Commiiteeon Foreign Relations; if he believed 
re was any intention on their part to smother, or 
hdraw it from the eousideralion of the Senate 
en the general subject should come up, he would 

favor the reference proposed; for he did not hes- 
B to Bay, without committing himself in re- 
1 to hui future action, that the proposition 
If woa conceived in it fw mon uiatiovw, 



and, in his humble judgment, considerate 
and provident spirit than any proposition 
which had yet been submitted to this body. His 
honorable friend from Louisiana [Mr. Barrow] had 
suggested a modificauon which might render it ac- 
ceptable even to him, notwithstanding the strong oli- 
jeciione which had fallen frojn him the other day — 
that by striking out the alternative provision in re- 
gard to submitting the agreement which should be 
entered into, to the two Houses of Congress, in- 
stead of the' Senate, for ratification. In that event, 
it might possibly command even his favorable con- 
sideration. There ^-as yet another shape to be giv- 
en to that part of the bill, which might render it still 
more, acceptable; and that was, to provide for sub- 
mitting the agreement, first, to the Senate, as a 
branch of the treaty-making power, to be ratified ac- 
cording to the forms of the constitution; and then 
to submit it to both branches of Congress, for the 
exercise of their legislative power in carrying it in- 
to execution. 

In his humble judgment be did not hesitate to say 
now, that if the annexation of Texas was ever to l>e 
accnmplisbed — without producing evils as a prtee- 
dent, and espedally to the South, far outweighing all 
possible advantages — it could only be done by a 
faithful observance of the fundamental provisions of 
the constitution, which required for its consum- 
mation the combined action of both the treaty-ma- 
k'Mg and legislative powera of the government. This 
proposition, so guarded, would undoubtedly present 
llseif to the Senate in a commanding aspect, and was 
calculated to challenge a respectful and favorable 
consideration from both sides of the chamber, in 
one thing he entirely agreed with the senator from 
Missouri — that the joint resolution of the House of 
Representatives would encounter insuperable objec- 
tions on the part of Texas, and be rejected by her, 
even if^tassed here. He made these observations 
only for the purpose of assuring the honorable gen- 
tleman from Ohio, as well as the distinguished sena- 
tor from Missouri, that it was no purpose of his, or, 
as he believed , of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
to suppress or evade this proposition, or delay a(;- 
tion upon it; but, on the contrary, there was an ear- 
nest and tons fiit purpose to bestow upon every 
grave proposition connected with the subject the 
most careful and deliberate consideration. For one, 
he could assure gentlemen there was no disposition 
on his part to shrink from any responsibihty con- 
nected with this subjecL He was ready and impa- 
tient to mset it. He thought it most consistent 
with the grave character of the proposition, and the 
high importance of the subject, that it should go to 
the Committee on Foreign ReUlioiu, and receive 
their unbiased consideration, and be presented to 
the Senate again, as he understood the honorable 
gentleman [Mr. Berribn] who supplied the place 
of the chairman of that committee, to say, in sea- 
son to be considered by the Senate at the same time 
with the report yesterday made from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BAGBY' said he would not go into the merits 
of this proposition, much less into the merits of all 
the propositions which had been sabmiited upon 
this great and interesting question. He should con- 
tent himself with a very few reasons why this ref- 
erence should not be made. He had been in the 
habit of voting for a reference of these subjects to 
the appropriate standing committees of the Senate; 
and if he could flatter himself with the belief now 
that the great object designed to be accomplished by 
this bill would be at all accelerated by its reference 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, nothing 
would afford him mere pleasure than to give it that 
direction. But it was necessary to inquire into the 
circumstances by which we were surrounded. In 
the firet place, as the senator from Ohio had re- 
marked, there were bnt twenty-five or twenty-six 
days of tlie session left, within which this, as well 
as a variety of other important matters, bod to be 
disposed of. 

If this subject was so important as gentlemen con- 
sidered it, he asked if it was possible to give it in 
committee, and aflerwards in the Senate, that delib- 
erate consideration to which the importance awarded 
to it on all aides would seem to require? In this he 
was only admonished by the lessonf of experience. 
However much he might be mistaken in reference 
to other questions, there was one thing in which he 
could not be mistaken — that a majority of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations were not friendly to the 
great question of annexing Texas to the United 
States. For that reason alone he should object to 
eiriof this bill the dinction npv propoaed to at gir- 



en to it. But he had another reason for resisting 
that reference. That committee, with all its 
intelligence, with all its diligent application to bu- 
siness, and with all its desire to promote the good of 
the country, had stood in — what relation to this 
body and the country for the last two months? 
Why they hsd had this very question, in every form 
in which it could be presented to them, under delib- 
erate consideration; they had come forward within 
the lost day or two with a report, (he had not seen 
it, but he had understood that t^is was the issue to 
which they came,) tending to show that this whole 
subject, in any form in which it had been presented 
in either House of Congress, ought not to be acted 
upon at the present session of Congress! What, 
then, was to be accomplished by the reference? 
Nothing, in his judgment. Far be it from him to 
impute to the committee any intention to smother 
the question, or intentionally give it the go-by; but 
if the effect of the reference should be the same, he 
asked what object could be gained by the reference? 
He accorded to the senator from Missouri [Mr. 
BtHTOK] much sagacity, and much statesmanship; 
and he hoped he would be permitted to say that, 
upon all questions of this characier, he had as much 
respect for his opinion as he could possibly have for 
any living man; but he could not think that, at this 
late stage of the session, there was anything in his 
proposition that had not suggested itself to the con- 
sideration of the Committee on Foreign Relaiiona 
before this time. From the introduction of this ques- 
tion here, end from the beginning of its agitation 
throughout the country, every senator knew that 

fmblic opinion had been doubtful upon it. Some, 
ike his honorable friend from Louisiana, [Mr. Bar- 
row,] opposed it from the deepest conviction of its 
inexpediency. Some were equally decided in its 
favor. These were two classes; but there was a 
third class, which had doubted more as to 
the mode than as to the merits of the 
measure itself. From the commencement of the agi- 
tation, then, of this question, all these inquiries as 
to the raersure itself, and as to the mode of annex- 
ation, had b«*n fully in the mind and consideration 
of eytry senator. The time, therefore, for investiga- 
tion — the time for discussion had gone by. If any- 
thing was to be accomplished at present, the time 
for action had come. It was said, however, that 
something might be effected by the ComraiUee on 
Foreign Relations. Perhaps a majority of the Sen- 
ate might be united upon this question, and harmo- 
ny and unanimity of opinion produced throughout 
the country. Now, ne was a plain man, and 
judged some little of the (blure by the post. If 
that committee had been disposed to do so, 
he asked if they could not, m the time which 
they had had this subject wider consideration, 
and witli their range of information iind 
intelligence, have found out some means by which 
a platform could have been erected, upon which all 
tlie friends of annexation could stand? They hod 
labored two months without being able to devise 
such a mode, and was it likely that they would ren- 
der this a platform upon which all might unite? 

He must be permitted to say, with all respect, 
that, in the form in which the proposition was now 
submitted, he had not been induced to hope for or 
expect much asaistoncc from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations; and if he had not mistaken on hon- 
orable senator, who was now in his eye, he inferred 
that there was but one solitary indivilual upon that 
eommitlee who was in favor of the annexation 
of Texas to the United States in any of pis 
modes suggested during the present session 
of Congress. If that was true, then, he would 
take it for granted tliot upon this proposition, so far 
as the annexation of Texas was concerned, we 
should find the Committee on Foreign Relations 
now, precisely as we did when they presented to the 
Senate tlie result of their deliberaliuns — that was, 
four to one. He should have been gratified if all 
those interesting investigations of the committe* 
could have resulted in a plan upon which all sena- 
tora might unite. He, for one, had never viewed 
this as a party question. He had never viewed it 
as a local question; and he should n?ver view it as 
a sectional question. He knew there were consid- 
erations in it deeply concerning the section of the 
Union from which he came; but when he came to 
legislate for the addition of another nation to this, 
r^rth. South, East, and West, were all the same to 
him. He was for the whole country, and not for 
sections of the country. He was for the country, 
and nothing but the country. 

Mr. QOuWlTS mode some wiggestioMM to « 
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question of order arising out of the proposition to 
refer. As he understood the matter, the proposi- 
tion before the Senate was an amendment to a bill 
upon which the report of tlie Committee on For- 
eign Relations was in part based. If so, a motion to 
refer the particular amendment or substitute was 
not in order, but a motion to recommit the whole 
subject would be the proper motion. 

The CHAIR ruled that the proposition before 
the Senate could be considered in no other light than 
aa a new bill, as it was introduced through the 
usual form, on leave, and read twice with a view to 
reference. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative on yeas and najs — yeas 22, nays 23, as 
follows: 

TEAS— Meiin. Barrow, Bayard, Beiricn, Chnrton, Crit- 
tenden, Davton, Etuu, Foitcr, Francia, Hnntington, 
Johnjon, Mangam, Merrjek, Miller. Morehead. Pearcc, 
Fbelpi, Porter, RtTet, Bimmont, Upbam, White, and 
Weodbridce— 33. 

NAYS-^enn. Alien, Aihlcy, Atchison, Alliprton, Bag. 
br, Benton„Breete, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dix, Dickiiuon, 
nirStM, Hannegan, Haywood, Hsgur, Jaruasin. Lewii, 
Niles, Sevier, Stuigeon, Tappan, Walker, aad Woodbury 
—98. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, the bill was then 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

POST OrPICE REFORM. 

The general orders having been announced, the 
unfinished business of yesterday was resumed — be- 
ing the further consideration of the bill to reduce the 
rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the 
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the preven- 
tion of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office 
Department. 

The bill was reported back from the committee of 
the whole yesterday, and the several amendments 
made therein were concurred in, with the excep- 
tion of those to the 9th and 10th sections. 

The pending questioE was, previous to the ques- 
tion being taken, on Mr. Merrick's motion of non- 
concurrence with the amendment adopted in com- 
mittae, striking out the 9th section, to amend that 
section on motion by Mr. Simmons, by striking out 
aU after the words "shall be," in the sixth line, and 
inserting the words, "allowed to frank their own 
letters and speeches, not exceeding two ounces un- 
der each envelope." 

The efieat of this amendment would be, instead 
of totally abolishing the franking privilege now en- 
joyed by members of Congress, to continue to them 
the right of sending their own letters and speeches 
by the mail free of postage as heretoIiEtre, by virtue 
of their own franks. 

Mr. BUCHANAN being entitled to the floor in 
reply to the senator from Ohio, [Mr. Allen,] ad- 
- drened the Senate at considerable length. He com- 
menced his remarks by observing that, after the 
important subject (that of the annexation of Texas) 
which had been just before the Senate, and at that 
late period of the day, he should endeavor to be as 
brief aa possible in thie few remarks he intended to 
make. 

The Senate, ever since this bill had come up for 
discussion, had been converted into a sort of Sleepy 
Hollow, so that it had been almost impossible for 
any body to command its attention. And, in view 
of this apathy, he would undertake to predict to the 
honorable chairman of the Ppst Office Committee, 
that, notwithstanding all his labor and pains to ma- 
ture this measure, and to pass this bill into a law. it 
was destined eventually to fail this session. The 
lime had not yet come for it. The history of the 
world had manifested how unwilling all men are to 
yield up any privilege which they personally possess 



, ...J 5,8 which they personally poi 

above their fellow men. Such had been the history 
of all mankind, and such it would continue to 
be. As far as it was allowable to compare 
■moll things to great, he would say that it was very 
probable that the sanguinary scenes of the French 
revolution might have been checked, if the assembly 
of notables had consented to allow themselves to be 
taxed like other citizens; but it was the exemption 
from taxation which constituted tlie privilege of 
their order, and their unwillingness to yield up that 
privilege hastened on the French revolution to its 
consummation. 

In the present case, it was the unwillingness of 
members of Congress to part with their franking 
privilege, which would, at the present session, defeat 
the pending bill; but that very tenacity of clinging 
to this privilege, would hasten the great and impor- 
tant measure of cheap postage to iu adoption at the 
next session of Congress. The community would 
anderstand the matter by that time, and, in a demand 



that would brook no further delay, require its ac- 
complishment. 

Mr. B. maintained, in forcible terms, that the 
issue was reduced to tlie simple proposition of 
cheap postage and no franking privilege; or the 
franking privilrge and no cheap postage. It was, 
' in other words', whether members of Congress, 
and a few thousands of their constituents, 
should continue to enjoy the benefits of the franking 
privilege, whilst the whole community was left to 
suffer under the grievance of an enormously high rate 
of postage; or the privilege should be surrendered 
for the common good, that the whole community 
might enjoy cheap postage. That was the whole 
question. The Postmaster General had told Con- 
aress that these thin^ were incompatible; and that 
by an adequate restriction of this privilege, and upon 
that condition only, could the public get the benefit 
of cheap postage. Mr. B. sustained his views on 
these points at considerable length. He concluded by 
a proposition to divide the question; that is, to take 
the question first on members sending their own let- 
ters postage free. He wanted to have that point 
settled at once; for upon it depended the fate of the 
bill. He moved, therefore, to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words "letters and." 

Mr. SIMMONS opposed this amendment to his 
amendment, and contended thot the whole amount 
of letters franked by members of Congress could 
have no effect of the least consequence on lessening 
the revenue of the department. The Postmaster 
General's reports showed that they did not amount 
to more than 18,000 letters a month, or about 
208,000 a year, which at the highest rate of the 
new bin, (say ten cents,) would be scarcely over 
120,000. How then could that paltry sum affect 
the measure so as to defeat iO 

Mr. ALLEN replied to the remarks of the senator 
from Pennsylvania, and denied the position that, in 
consequence of the continuation of the franking 

Srivilege, the revenue of the department would be 
eprived of postage to the amount apprehended by 
that senator. 

Mr. MERRICK read the Postmaster General's 
report of last session, and his own calculations in 
the" Post Office Committee's report, showing that the 
estimated loss of postage on mailable matter franked 
by all persons having the privilege, was annually 
$398,^8 70; according to the report of the Commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives, it was $500,000. 

Mr. ALLEN resumed, and contended tliat even 
if that was true, which he wholly denied, it would 
not amount to the defeat of the bill, for it would be 
only one-tenth of the income necessory to maintain 
the department; and if the abatement of the frank- 
ing privilege was the only obstacle in the way of 
cheapening postage, what would the argument lead 
to.' To this: that by making this franked mailable 
matter pay postage, other postages could be reduced 
to that extent — that is, one-tenth; so that the post- 
age on a letter now paying 25 cents might be re- 
duced to 22] cents. 

But he wholly denied that the abatement of the 
franking privilege would necessarily bring into the 
revenue of the department the amount of postage 
chargable on the mailable matter tlius transmitted. 
He doubted if one letter out of ten that now passes 
between membera of Congress and their constituents 
would be written at all if subject to postage; so that 
it was altogether probable the abatement of the 
privilege would bring no accession whatever to the 
income of the department. All the effect would be 
to stop the intercourse between the people and their 
representatives, and to exempt gentlemen from the 
duties of communicating with their constituents. 

Mr. A. enforced these views at great length. 

The subject was further debated by Messrs. BU- 
CHANAN and ALLEN till nearly 5 o'clock, on 
these main points of difference in their opinions as 
to the effect of abolishing or contiiming the frank- 
ineprivilege. 

Tne Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday, February 5, 1845. 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
The committee on the part of the House ap- 
pointed yesterday by the Speaker in conformity with 
the resolution of the House to join the committee of 
the Senate, "to ascertain and report a mode of ex- 
aniining and counting the votes for President and 
Vice President, and of informing the peraons elected 
of their election," consists of the following members: 
Messrs. BoRKK, A. A. Chapm&n, J. R. Ingkrsoll, 
D. L. Setmvpr, and Vamce. 



Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose to a privileged 
question. He had voted yesterday in 'the afGrtna- 
tive on the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. TiBBATTs,] to suspend the rules, in order to 
enable him to inirodiicc-a bill making appropriationt 
for western rivers and harbors, and his name wat 
not entered on the journal. He moved to amend 
the journal, so as to state correctly the fact of his 
vote. 

The journal was amended accordingly. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked leave to give notice of the 
introduction of a bill for therelief of Jacob Heim, of 
Lebanon county, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. JAMESON objected; and 

REDUCTION AND GRADUATION OF THE PUB- 
LIC LANDS. 

On his motion the House resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. BoTD in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill to reduce and graduate the prices of 
the public lands in fiivor of wllivators and actual 
settlers. 

Mr. HAMLIN was entitled to the floor. Hesaid he 
had no intention of making a speech, but i>rieAy to 
statelhe reason why he should vole in favor of this 
bill. He believed the distribution of the sales of 
the proceeds of the public lands was wrong in all iu 
length and breadth, corrupting in its tendency, call- 
ing again for taxation directly or indirecily upon the 
people to replace it, and tending to produce one of 
the most deleterious effects upon our community of 
any le^jislative act consummated by the Congress of 
the United States. Such bein^ his view, lie was 
opposed to any system of legislation designed di- 
rectly or indirectly to effect the object. He sboaU 
should vote for the propositions submitted to their 
consideration. He was in favorof the graduating 
the prices of the public lands; and be was in favor 
of the lowest sttuidard that had been named. He 
would not give them away, as was suggested by a 
^ntleman near him; but he held that, whatever pol- 
tcy might be adopted, if it prevented their goii^ 
into the hands of speculators, and at the atnoK turn 
secured them to the men who settled upon 'thm, 
thus advancing; their value, and doubling the prop- 
erty of the nation, that was the true policy- 
Having thus stated his views generally, be pro- 
ceeded in a few words to examine the several prop- 
ositions before the House, and to express his pref- 
erence for that of his colleague, [Mr. Cabt.] 

Mr. HOUSTON adverted to the contrariety of 
the arguments that had been adduced by wvv ol 
appeals to various interests, against this bill, and be 
proceeded to examine in detail, and to reply to soae 
of the arguments on that aide of the question by itt. 
Cadsih. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vintom] intimated 
that if this bill passed, the settlers on the pubbc 
lands would put in force the squatters' law, anddrin 
ofi° purchasers. He did not know what the gentle- 
man meant by squatters' law, there being no suck 
law in this country, but he presumed the gentlemas 
meant combinations among the squatters to iniiai- 
date purcliasers, and drive them off from the land 
sales. Now he had heard of damning corabinationi 
among speculators against the interests of the aclsal 
settlers to raise the price of the public lands on thea, 
and sometimes to deprive tliem of the (arms iber 
had improved by their labor; but he had never hcari 
of combinations amoD^ the settlers. The gentteoAi 
said too, that if this bill passed, hordes of apecala- 
tora would come from the large cities and buy i.p 
the oaths of the settlers, in order to obtain posses- 
sion of the public lands. He did notknow the \xrt 
of oaths in Ohio, and did not know the morality e^' 
its citizens; but if the gentleman intended to ap^ 
that remark to any other State than Ohio, he v« 
much mistaken. He knew that there hod been faU« 
oaths taken in relation to the public lands as veil a 
on all other subjects; but the settlers of the Wo: 
would be the last persons he would ^ to boy eatk>. 
If the gentleman's constituents could be boughi ani 
sold, it was not so with the people of the port of tkc 
country he came from. The gentleman said thai bf 
had lived all his lifb in the West, and was well ac- 
quainted with the wants and condition of the peoof 
of that part of the country. He said that fun} 
acres was as much as any poor man could cultivaa. 
and that more would injure him. This Mras a sc^ 
prising declaration to come from a gentleman wV 
professed to be well acquainted with the srester 
country. Why, the idea was ridiculous. F«w^« 
acres was not near enough land for a head of - 
family, particularly if he bad a number of childru- 
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He should like to know how a man with half a 
lozen of half grown boys could find employment 
"or them on forty acres, or by what process of rea- 
loning the ^ntlenian come to the conclusion that 
more than forty acres would injure him. 

Mr. VINTON said that the gentleman had mis- 
inderstood him if he understood him assaying that 
more than forty acres would injure a poor man. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he would read what the 
^ntleman was reported to have said. This report 
was published some daya ago, and the gentleman 
never contradicted it. 

Mr. H. then read some remarki) made by Mr. 
Vinton, concluding with the sentence, "if he had 
more than forty acres it would injure him" 

Mr. VINTON said that the report the gentleman 
read was made without his knowledge. It contain- 
ei a mere outline of what he said, and was generally 
correct; but in that particular, as well as some 
others, it was erroneous. What he said was, that 
forty acres was as much as a poor man could culti- 
vate with advantage; and he followed it up by say- 
ing that, in the western country, the farmers usual- 
ly had more land than they could cultivate to ad- 
vantage. 

Mr. HOUSTON said ho would take the gentle- 
man's argument as he explained it. It was his 
property, and he had a right to take |tt}ack. But it 
was plain to him that the gentleman aid not under- 
stand the wants of the people of the western coun- 
try, or he would not have said that forty acres 
would be enough to satisfy the wants of a poor man 
who, possibly, might have five or six sons, and per- 
haps as many daughters. But the gentleman, aa a 
further argument against this bill, said that, m his 
district, lands that had been in the market forty 
years, and did not find a purchaser at $1 35 per 
acre, afterwards were sold at that price. Did the 
gei>t]eman allude to some salt lands of considerable 
notoriety in Ohio? and had he any interest in these 
far-famed salt lands? Mirht it not be true that the 
lands the eentleman alluded to were the salt lands 
that were hought up for the purpose of monopoliz- 
ing what, in the backwoods, was denominated the 
seJi busittess? The answer to this question might 
perhaps be on answer to the gentleman's argument. 
But the gentleman from Vermont, who was not 
in hia seat, used an argument which was stronger 
than that; and he did not know that he ought not to 
submit it to him, to allow him, too, an opportunity 
of taking it back, before replying to it. The gen- 
tleman said that in 183fi and 1837, some forty mD- 
lions of acres of the public lands were sold, and 
that the principal part of them were now in the 
market, and in competition with the lands of the 
government. Are we (said Mr. H.) to understand 
the honorable gentleman as opposing this bill be- 
cause it may prejudice the interests of speculators? 
The inference (said Mr. H.) we are compelled to 
come to, is, that by passing this bill the people of 
the country can buy lands of the government at a 
cheaper rate; and therefore this forty millions of 
acres would be lefl in the hands of the persons who- 
have bought them on speculation. 

Mr. VINTON objected to any such inference be- 
ing ^rawn from what be said. He was as much op- 
posed to the public lands being the object of specu- 
lation as any one. 

Mr. HOUSTON said the gentleman could not 
deny using the argument he quoted, though he said 
he was aa much opposed to speculation as any one. 
The gentleman further went on to arpie tliat if this 
bill passed it would not add one single individual to 
the populalion of the West, nor cause the sale of a 
single additional acre of land. Now the gentleman 
from Maryland, who joined in opposition to this 
bill, used an argument that was entirely opposite to 
this. He said that the passage of the biU wnnld 
depopulate the old States. These two arguments, 
from gentlemen who maintain the same side of the 
question, were entirely inconsistent with each other- 
Mr. H. then proceeded to show the reasons why 
this bill ought to pass, dwelling on the sacred obli- 
^tions of the government to administer the trust 
fund of the public lands in conformity with the 
terms for which it was granted. He contended that 
it would be a culpable disregard of this trust to hold 
the propertyup at so high a rate that it could not 
find purchasers. 

If gentlemen were trustees under a trust-deed 
■which required the sale of the trust property for par- 
ticular specified objects, he would like to know if 
the trust would be dischsrged by holding up the 
property at an enormous price. The question was 
a very simple one. The trustee mast administer 



his tnist in accordance with the terms of the trust- 
deed; and if there were no directions given, it must 
be done just as a prudent mon'a common sense 
would dictate. It would not do to say that they 
had complied with the condition that they should 
offer the property for sale, whi'e they oflered it at a 
price which prevented the sale. 

He then drew an illustration from the operation 
of the tariff, which operated uneoually, and more 
for the interests of some than of others, and yet was 
submitted to because it was the best that could be 
adopted for the good of the whole. 

He next proceeded to notice the operation of the 
system of allowing these lands to be un«old on tlie 
Slates themselves, By exempting them from taxation 
for the State purposes. 

He also replied to the aiguMent of the gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. Marsh,] in which that gentle- 
man contended that the time these lands had been in 
the market was no test of their value; and then no- 
ticed two or three suggestions which had been made 
for the reduction of the price of these lands. The 
proposition to survey the lands he held to be im- 
practicable and objectionable, inasmuch as such sui^ 
vey would cost more than the lands were worth. 
He was also opposed to the proposed classification of 
the lands by the register of the land office. He 
called the attention of the committee to some tabu- 
lar statements which he made at the last session, on 
which he commented at some length; and he ap- 
pealed to the committee, especially to some gentle- 
men from New York' who had spoken on this sub- 
ject, to pass this bill. 

He was cut short in his argument by the expira- 
tion of his allotted hour, but obtained a few mo- 
ments from the time of the gentleman who suc- 
ceeded him to state some facts bearing on the ques- 
tion. ^^ 

Mr. McDowell said he resided in a portion of 
the valley of tlie Mississippi, which he was exceed- 
ingly anxious to see aided in the development of its 
resources; and therefore he was opposed to the erec- 
tion of any barrier by this government which would 
prevent the accomplishment of that object. They 
wanted populalion; and therefore they were anx- 
ious to do that which would induce population to 
emigrate. During the year 1837, speculators over- 
run the western country from tlie eastern States; 
and he had no objection to the settlement of those 
eenilemen in tlie western country; but that was not 
their intention; afld, having secured large tracts of 
the public land, some of which they had sold out 
at large profits to the poor man, they were now op- 
posed to a graduation of price, for the purpose of 
upholding the price of that which they still held. 
Some gentlemen objected to this bill, tiecaase they 
believM it would enable men to speculate; or, in 
other words, they would not pass a good law, be- 
cause it might possibly be abused. But he did not 
consider that a good reason for the rejection of this 
bill. 

He had been athused at the reasons that had been 
urged against the graduation bill. It had been op- 
posed on the ground that this government ought to 
hold on to the land for the purpose of speculating 
itself. On whom would it speculate' On its own 
people. Was that the object of the cessions mads 
Dy tlie States? No; the object was to enable the 
government to pay its debts; to effect the settlement 
of the States, and their introduction into the Union. 
It was never dreamed by those who made the ces- 
sions that this government would hold on to the 
lands forty or fifty years, and prevent their sales by 
holding them at high prices. 

Gentlemen opposed the graduation principle on 
the ground that it would prevent the establisnment 
of a great measure — the distribution of the proceeds 
ofthe sales of the public lands among the States. 
Mr. McD. examined the practical workings of the 
system of distribution, pointing out the inrquslities 
of advantages conferred by it upon the different 
classes of community, particularly its exclusive 
benefits conferred tipon the rich, and its oppression 
of the poor. He went for this system, because it 
would enable the poor man to get the lands at a low 
price; if they did not get them at a low price, they 
would not get them at all. 

Another effect of the graduation system would be 
to invite a large number of individuals who had 
settled in the eastern cities, who were half 
starved and dependent on those who employ- 
ed them, to go to the West, where, with lit- 
tle funds, they could secure a small farm on 
which to subsist and bring up their families, 
where they woaM get rid of that feeling of depmd* 



ence which made them slaves, where they would 
breathe the free air of heaven and feel as freemen and 
act as freemen. He referred to the sctuetl opera- 
tion and effects of this system of western emigra- 
tion OS substantially the position he had taken. 
There wore hundreds of instances of men who, a 
few years ago, had wended their way from the old 
States and crossed the mountains in an old cart with 
scarcely a pound of iron upon it, and which was 
groaning beneath the weight of seven or eight child- 
ren and all their effects, who hod now become land- 
holdera, legislatora, and respectable and vinuous 
men. There was a re-energizing, a transforming 
influence in the air west of the mountains that did 
not exist in the eastern States. Mr. McD. carried 
out this idea with some earnestness. 

He argued that it was aa much the duty of every 
man, east aa well as west of the mountains, to do 
all they could do to aid in bringing out the vast re- 
sources of the Mississippi vallejr; and that this bill 
should be voted on and sanctioned with an enlarged 
national view ofthe benefits that would hence be ren- 
dered to all the interests and sections of the coua- 
try. 

Mr. RATHBURN obtained the floor, but few 
moments remaining for debate. The ai^ument 
used by the gertleman who had just taken nis seat 
(he said) was one which struck with a peculiar 
force every eastern and northern man. If the gen- 
tlemen thought that theyof those sections looked 
with jealousy upon the West — that they woiUd for 
a moment prevent the rapid improvement and settle- 
ment of that country — they were entirely mistaken. 
They felt as lively an interest in the progress of 
that country as any other section of our confeder- 
acy whatever. But because they regarded the wel- 
fare of those who had gone over, because they 
would not wit>ng tliose who had settled on the pub- 
lic lands, they were unwilling to break upfthat 
system under which these lands had been settled 
and been improved — under which new States hsd 
sprune up as if by enchantment — under which 
wealth and prosperity had spread over the western 
countrv. 

Of the public lands since they were firat brought 
into market, there had been sola about one hundred 
millions of acres, and there were now in marint 
about one hundred and fifVy millions more. A laige 
portion of the8e.lands had been in market from five 
to fort^-five years; and by the operation of this 
bill, without regard to the quality of the lands, but 
according to the number of yean they had been in 
market, were they to be disposed of. Now it was 
not assuming too much to say, that of the lands yet 
remaining in market there were as good lands to be 
found as any that had been sold. 

But it was said that the lands were unfit for cul- 
tivation, and thus their prices were to be reduced 
for the benefit of the poor man. Was that the way 
to legislate for the poor man, to pay him off in 
lands actually unfit for cultivation? The industrious 
poor man, under the system at present subsisting, 
and which had worked so well, with |^ could buy 
forty acres of land, and with the proceeds of his in- 
dustry could enlaiige his lands from lime to time, as 
he saw fit. There was many a man in New York 
with forty acres of land, who was as independent 
as any man. It was not the quantity of land, but 
the mode of cultivation, and the energy and indus- 
try of the cultivator, which were the important ele- 
ments of prosperity. 

But who was to buy these lands at this reduced 
price proposed? The poor man? Where would he get 
the money? He apprehended it would be the nch 
man, who would Mil out the lands at retail at differ* 
ent prices. 

Mr. HOUSrrON explained that it was a provision 
of the bill which the gentleman seemed to have over- 
looked, that the land obtained under it could not be 
transferred, and that the peisona who bought it 
should beeome actual settlera. 

Mr. RATHBUN resuming, said it was not ne- 
cessary to answer that argument in any other way 
than that the rich man would sav to the poor man, 
"go on to my land; cultivate it legally two or three 
yean, and then you may have it at a certsSn price." 
It was out ofthe question to prevent evasions ofthe 
law. The truth was, that under this bill as good 
lands as were ever sold, would be brought into mar- 
ket and sold to speculators, who wouM retail them 
to the poor man. For this reason, and for others 
which he had uot time to state, be was opposed to 
die bill. 

He believed a system might be devised, by which 
these lands should be ceded to the States on certain 
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terms, and it be left to the States to dispose of them 
as they saw fit to their people; and he should be 
mrilling to vole for it. But this was a proposition t} 
strike down the prices of all the public domain in 
market, to annihilate at a single blow a system 
which had worked 80 well, and to force into market 
too many of the public lands. 

The lime allotted to debate having expired, the 
com:iiittee proceeded to vote. 

At one o'clockj Uie CHAIR announced that the 
hour for the termination of the debate had arrived, 
and that the committee would proceed to vote on 
the pending amendments. 

The question was first taken on the amendment of 
Mr. A. Stewart to the amendment, as foUows: 

.tnd proriitd further, Th«t the proviso ronlaiDM in the 
sixth lection of the act or4ih September, IH41, i-Dlitlcd "An 
net to appropriate the jirocceJs of the sales of the public 
iand«, and to ifrdnt pre-cniption rights;"' which proviso •lis* 
pends the operation of the said act, whenever any duty on 
foreign imports exceeds •HJ percent, ad valorem, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed, and the said act is hereby, declared 
to be in fall force from and after the 31st day of .March, 
IMS. 

This amendment was rejected without a division. 

Mr. MURPHY then offered the following as an 
amendment to the amendment. 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 
That aU lands of the United States which shall have been 
subject to entry for five years or upwards prior to the pas. 
sage of this act, and still remaining unsold, may be entered 
for settlement at the price of one mill perarre for any quan- 
tity not exceediuz one hundred and sixt^ acres. Prprided 
that such eatr>' shall be void and of no ettect, unless the per* 
■on making aach entry, or application for entr^-, shall be of 
the sge of twenty-one years, and shall become an actual 
settler upon the land so entered within six months after such 
entry, and that no person shall be entitled to make more 
than one such entry. 

The question was then put on Mr. Cart's amend- 
ment, which was oflfered as a substitution for the 
original bill: 
Amendment oftered in Committee of the Mliole on the state 

oftheUniou, I'y .Mr Siir.rHtKD Cahy, to the bill (H. R. 

3) to '^reduce and gntduate the price of the public lands 

intkvorof actual scttleni and cuUivatom," 

Be it enacted Ay the Senatt and Home of Rtpretentativet of 
the Vniled Slnlct of Jimtxica ir. Conpreii asirmhUi, That all 
of the lands of the United !;»tatcs which shall have been sub- 
ject to entrv- ten years, and under twenty years, priorto the 
time an application may be made to enter the same under 
the provisions of this act, and still remaining unsold, may 
be entered for settlement and cultivation at the price of one 
dollar per acre, for any quantity not exceeding one hundred 
and sixtv acres; and ail of tho lands of the United States 
which shall hare been subject to entry twenty j^eart, and 
underthirty yearv, prior to the time an application may be 
made to enter the same under the provisions of this act, and 
stiil remaining unsold, maybe entered for settlement and 
cultivation at the price of seventy-five cents per acre, for 
say quantity not exceeding one nundred and sixty acres; 
and all of the lands of the United States which shall hare 
been subject to entry for thirty yean and upwards prior to 
the time an application may be made to enter the same un- 
der the provisions of this act, and still remaining unsold, 
may be entered fur settlement and cultivation at the price of 
fifty cents per acre, Ibrony quantity not exceeding one hun- 
dred and sixty acrent^ProriVeW, That none of the provisions 
of this act shall apply to any lands of the United States with- 
in any of tho Territories. 

"Sec. 3. Jind be it further tnaetei^ That the person mslung 
entry, or application for entry, under the provisions of this 
act, and at either of the priC4?s designated uierein, shall first 
Bake an affidavit before tho register or receiver of the 
proper land ofhce where entry is proposed to be made, that 
the said appliaant enters and proposes to enter the same for 
his own use and bcneSt, for settlement and cultivation by 
and for him or herself; and that the said applicant has maie 
no entry under the provisions of this act, or no er.try in 
pursuance thereof, which, together with the additional entry 
then proposed to be made, will make the whole quantity so 
entered and proposed to be entered exceed one hundred and 
sixty acres; and all entries at eitherof the prices designated 
by this act, contrary to the true intent and meaning lliero- 
of, are hereby declared to be null and void: l^ovided, That 
this act shall not apply to the alternate sections of land re- 
served, or which may be reserved, by the United States, 
within any of the SUtes. 

Sec. 8. Jhtd be it further tfucled. That patent* shsll not 
issue for land entered under the provisions of this act, until 
the expiration of three years aAer said entry ; and at the 
time application may be made for a patent, the purchaser 
under this act, before he shall be entitled to the same, shall 
first prove, b^ disinterested witnesses, to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioner of the General Land OlUce, that said pur- 
chaser has resided upon and cultivated said land, to entered, 
for three consecutive years jireccding his application for a 
patent; ai>d all al-lgnments, in trust or otherwise, all sales. 
eonvcvances, and transfer*, by any of said purchastrs of 
any of said lands, before a patent shall have issued for the 
lame, shall b«.ah?oIutely null and void; and in the event of 
tho death of any of s;iid purchasers prior to the issuance of a 

Stent in their behalf, all ofthe rights and privileges under 
e provisions of this act, to which he or she was entitled, 
■hall accrue and belong to his or her heira, to enable them 
to perfect the said land title, and obtain a patent therefor. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFP moved to amend this 
amendment so as to provide for five years' instead 
of three years' residence on the tract purchased, pre- 
vious to the issuing of a patent to the purchaser. 
Mr. C ARY Accepted tnii proposition as a modifi- 



cation of his amendment; and the amendment, thus 
modiiied, was agreed to — oyes 92, noes 25. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. THOMASSON rose to a question of order. 
An entirely new proposition had been adopted as a 
substitute for the original bill, and it was therefore 
in order to offer an amendment to it. He asked that 
the question be put on his am.:ndincni. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
not in order, a motion to strike out and insert having 
been already adopted. 

Mr. TMOMASSON appealed from the decision 
of the Chair; and on putting the question on the ap- 
peal, the dccisinii of the Chair was sustained by the 
House— ayes 80, noes 47. 

The question recurring on the motion that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House, it 
was carried, and the committee accordingly rose and 
reported the bill as amended. 

Mr. HOUSTON then called for the previbus ques- 
tion, which was seconded by the House — ayes 78, 
noes 67. 

Mr. VINTON moved to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. THOMPSON called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HAMLIN called for the reading ol the bill, 
as amended, and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. THOMASSON desired to know if a motion 
to recommmit the bill with amendments would be in 
order. 

The CHAIR said it would not. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered; and the 
question being put on laying the bill on the table, 
it was decided in the affirmative — yeas 103, nays 
97 — as follows: 



YEAS — Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Bokei^ 
Barringer, Barnard. Bayly, Benton, Brent-le. Hio.Uiead. Buf- 
fington, Burke, Carpenter, Carroll, Catiin, Causin, t-hap' 
pell, Chilton. Clinch, Clingman, Coles, rollamer. Cranston, 
Dana, Daniel, Darraffh, tJarrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Elmer, Farlee, Kuh, Flo- 
rence, Foot, Foster, French, Oid'liiags, Goggin, B. Gn-en, 
Urinnell, Orider, Hale, Harper, llubbell, liudson, Hun- 

Jerford, Washington Hunt, Joseph U. Ingersoll, Irvin, 
enks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, 
Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Lucas, Mcllvaine, Mun>h, 
Edward J. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Newton, 
Norris, Paterson, Peyton, Pheenix, Pollock, Elisha R. 
Potter, Preston, Ramsav, Rathbun, Rayner, David S. 
Reid, Reding, Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, Saunders, 
Scheuck, ^nter. Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David 
L. Seymour, Albert Smith, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, 
Stiles, Strong. Summers, Sykes, Tilden. Tyler, Vance, 
Vanmeter, Vinton, Wetherod, John White, Winthrop, 
Woodward, and William "VViighl— 103. 

NAVS.— Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Belser, Bidlack, 
James Black, James A. Black, Blaekwell, Bower, Bowlin, 
Boyd, BrinkerhoC A. V. Brown, W. J. Brown, Caldwell, 
Jeremiah E.Cary, Shepherd Cary, A. A. Chapman, Clinton, 
Cobb, Cross, Cullom, J. W. Davis, Dawson, Dellet, Doug- 
lass, Duncan, Ellis, Ficklin, Fuller, Hannibal Hamlin, 
Hammett, Haralsonv Hardin, Hays, Henley, Iloge. Hopkins, 
Houston, Hobard, Hughes, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson. (Jeorge "W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Labranche, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, 
McClelland, McClemand, McConnelU McDowell, McKay, 
Mathews, Joseph Morris, Isaac E. Ntor^e, Owen, Pai^ 
menter, Payne, Peltit, Emery|D. Potter, Pratt, Relfe, Bitter, 
Roberts, St. John, Sample, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, James W. 
Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Taylor. Thomasson, Thompson. Tib. 
batts. Tucker, Wellor, ^entworth. Wheoton, Beitiamfn 
White, Williama, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey , and Yost— 97. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved that the rules be suspended, 
that the House might resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, with a view 
of testing the sense of the House on the post office 
bill. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Slate of the Union, (Mr. 
Vinton in the chair.) 

Mr. WEXiLER moved that the committee take up 
the bill extending the rights of suffrage in the city 
of Washington; which was negatived. 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE INDIAN DEPART- 
MENT. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the bill before the 
committee was the "bill making appropriations for 
the current and contingent expenses of the Indian 
department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
the various Indians tribes tor the fiscal year com- 
mencing on the 1st day of July, 1845, and ending 
on the 30th day of June, 1846." 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the following 
item was stricken out: For the necessary buildings 
required at the several agencies, and repairs thereof, 
authorized by the act of June 18, 1834, p.OOO. 

Mr. McIlAY then submitted an amendment, 
which embraced a variety of items. 

Mr. WELLER submitted the following, as an 
amwdBKnt to the amendmeot: T6 nutke good th« 



interest on iavestmenls in Slate stocks and bonds for 
various Indian tribes, not yet paid by the States, 
and be reimbursed out of the inter st when ool- 
lecied, SU2,502 43. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the amendment to lii« 
amendment, that it was an ossuraition of State 
debts. 

Mr. McKAY entered into some explanatory state- 
ments, and caused very long extracts from the trea- 
ties to be read in illustration of his argument 

Mr. ADAMS understood that the chainaan of 
the Committee of Ways and Means admitted ibat 
this proposition amoimted to an assumption of d^t* 
due from several of the States to the amount of 
$(;0,000 or $70,000; which, being paid, made the 
United States creditors to the several States for 
whom the money was paid. The chairman of the 
Committee of Ways aiid Means said he, had voted 
against it at the last session; be hoped the gentle- 
man would vote in tbat way at the present time. If 
this House and the other House would agree to as- 
sume all the debts of all the States, he would then 
vote for this proposition. It would be the greatest 
injustice to the Indians; but if the principle of anti- 
aasumptinn was to he maintained, he did not think 
the exceptions to this principle should be in this 
form; but he thought the governraent of the United 
States was bou|d to call on the several Stales, who, 
by repiidiation^ad been delinquent in the pa3rment 
of these debts, to pay them to the full extent. 

Mr. BAYLY askeil for the reading of the amend- 
ment; which was read by the Clerk. 

The remarks of the gentleman from Maseacho- 
setts, he said, had compelled him, from the position 
he happened to occupy on this question at the laM 
session of Congress, to make a remark in rephr- 
He referred to Uie history of the proposition at t£e 
last session, showing, among other things, that, con- 
trary to the declaration of the gentleman from Maa- 
sachusetls, it had not passed here without the most 
serious objection, and in fact had been twice reject- 
ed here, and only finally agreed to on the adoptton 
of the report of the committee of conferen<:e. A 
short reference to tlie facts of the case would con- 
vince the committee that the statement of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts that this proposition was 
an assumption of State debts was wholly unfound- 
ed. In our negotiations with sundry Indian 
tribes, we acquii-ed their lands by treaty, in 
which the investment of a part of the ptuchase 
money was guarantied for the supplying them vilh 
implements of husbandry, with school books, the 
maintenance of school teachers and schools. In 
everj one of these instances where we retained a 
portion of these moneys, they were to be applied 
to purposes ofclvilizalian; and the stipulation of the 
treaty by which this money was retained, was 
rather at our instance, than at the instance of the 
Indians, and rather for our benefit than for their 
benefit. Well, having invested this money in Slate 
stocks, when these stocks turned out unproductive, 
ought ihey not, as tnistees, to make it good.' If it 
was said that the investment was judidoiM at tha 
time, and since having turned out unsoimd, 
therefore, the government ought not to be bound for 
it, he said that, dealing wiui these Indians, who 
were under our tutilage, who were our wards, who 
could not understand a technicality of thea sort, we 
ought not to rely on such a plea as this to shield 
us from the payment of themimeys we owed to the 
Indians. Even if the treaties did direct an invest- 
ment of the moneys in State stocks, whsa did 
these Indians know about State stocks^ It was left 
to our discretion; and, acting as their tnistees, we 
were bound, on every principle of justice, lo make 
this appropriation. It was proposed only to psy 
the interest to these Indians, until the States become 
solvent. When they did, the whole amount woiild 
be refunded. If not, the burden would fall upon 
this government, and not on these unfortunate In- 
dians. 

) He pointed out some of the disastrous effects that 
would result from this failure, from whatever rea- 
son, however good, to make these jiaymeols to 
the Indians, viz; in case of their agrieultanU im- 
plements being withheld from them, their Uabiliiy 
to fall back into their former uncivilized stata; the 
breaking up of tlieirschools; the filling their unfor- 
tunate race, whose relation to us was that of tutil- 
age, with ill feelings and distrust towards the gov- 
ernment. They would consider it an open, flagrant 
breach of our treaty. It was no prinaple, he con- 
tended, of assuming the Slate debts. 

Mr. ADAMS said the gentleman from Viiginia 
appeared to have «naw«rM erery part of his re- 
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narks except the precise objection which he had I 
node. He (Mr. A.) had stated that it would be 
he extreme of injustice to make the Indians suffer 
n consequence of this (as thegen,tleman called it) un- 
brtunate investment. The gentleman denied that 
his was an assumption of'Slate debts. And how 
lid he prove ii? Why, he showed that this House, 
ly a large majority, had rejected it at the last session 
if Congress. The interest of the money, he (Mr. 
i.) contended, was a part of the debt as completely 
s the principal; and when this government paid it 
ar the States, did they not assume iL> If the gen- 
leman was pleased to call it a technicality, why, 
echnicality letitbe. It was solid money — money 
rhich his constituents, and the constituents of eve- 
y man in the House, would be charged with. 
Vhat he wished was, that this government should 
irevail on the States to pay this money, or to take 
ome other mode than that proposed to satisfy these 
ndians, because this sanctioned the principle of 
ssumplion. He had no objection lo it as a gene,ral 
rinciple. The States of this Union ought to be 
reaiea equally on this floor. If we paid the debts 
fMaryland and Indiana, why not of Massachu- 
etts and other States? In every instance in which 
ley paid one cent of tlie debts of the States, they 
ire the ri^ht to alt the States to call on Aem to 
ay all their debts. You promised (said Mr. A.) 
> invest this money in State stocks. Youv nvested 
icm in United States stock, as the event proves. 

Mr. WELLER had no idea, when he offered 
lis amendment, that any gentleman could resolve 
. into an assumption of the State debts. The 
entleman from Massachusetts went on the assump- 
on that these bonds were held by the Indians, 
'he fact was, that the general govemnient had in' 
ested this portion of the moneys due the Indiana in 
tate stocks The general government had bound 
3elf by treaty stipulations with the Indians. The 
entleman said that, if the general government car- 
icd out its solemn obligations, thereby it assumed 
le debts of the States. Would any gentleman 
ave put such a construction upon it, except the 
entleman from Massachusetts' 

The State governments were unable at present to 
ay the interest on these bonds, which the general 
overnment now owed. He asked whether this 
let exonerated the government from tbe obliga- 
ons of these 'bonds growing out «f its contracts 
rith the Indians. Certainly tioU If the genera] 
overnment carried out its own contract, and paid 
s debts, it was not an assumption of State debts. 

Would the payment to the Indians of the interest 
'hich the government had guarantied to them be an 
•sumption of State debts? 

Mr. ADAMS. Certainly it would. 

Mr. WELLER. The gentleman says that it 
'ould. The government had assumed to pay the 
iterest of the money invested by them belonging to 
le Indians; and if it pays this debt, the gentleman 
lys the government is bound to gty everybody to 
•nom the States are indebted. The government 
'as bound by treaty to make good the investment it 
lade of the money of these Indians, and to take 
>re that the interest is paid annually. Now the 
ilfimenl of this solemn guaranty, the gentleman 
lid, would be an assumption of the debts of the 
tates. A strange conclusion to which the gentle- 
lan had arrived, and which he could not see the 
istice of. If this was an assumption of State debts, 
e should not expect the gentleman from Mas8achl^- 
!tts to oppose it. But it was not an assumption, 
id could not, by any reasonable course of argu- 
lent, be made anything like it. 

Mr. BAYLY said the gentleman from Massa- 
lusetts [Mr. Adaus] complained that he did not 
nswer the gist of his argument. The ^nlleman 
lid that he maintained this to be, in principle, an 
wuniption of State debts, and complained that he 
Mr. B.) did not answer that part of his 
rgument. Now, the reasoning of the honors- 
le gentleman was entirely erroneous, because 
e had mistaken the creditor in this instance, 
'he States did not owe the Indians a dollar. If they 
id, he would be opposed to this proposition — 
lough the gentleman himself might, from the 
ititudinous views he took of the powers of Con- 
ress. The States (said Mr. B.) do not owe tlie In- 
ians, but they owe us. and we owe the Indians; 
nd tecause the States won't pay us.^the gentleman 
lys that we must not pay the Indians what is just- 
r due them. The state of this debt was enurely 
liferent from those due by the Slates. The capi- 
ilists who contracted with them in their sovereign 
ipadty, contracted with their eyea open, and tne J 



government had nothing to do with it. But in this 
case it was very different. The Indians did not 
contract with tne States, but contracted with the 

f overnment, which is bound by every principle of 
onor to pay them. The error, if any, was com- 
mitted when the treaty was negotiated, by the gov. 
emment becoming a creditor of the States. He re- 
gretted that the gentleman from Massachusetts or 
any one else should consider this proposition as hav- 
ing the slightest appearance oi an assumption of the 
debts of the States. . 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL did not con- 
sider this measure in the slightest degree as an as- 
sumption of State debts, and he likened it to the 
case of the Smithsonian legacy, which had been in- 
vested in Slate stocks, that, by the default of the 
States which issued them, were now, and would 
probably for some years to come, be utterly turn- 
vailable. 

Now it was the duty of the ^vemment, acting 
in good faitli as the trustee of this fund, to make it 
good, so as to carry out the benevolent intentions of 
the devisor, and it was equally its duty to make good 
the fund it had invested for the benefit of the In- 
diana. 

Mr. COLLAMER observed that as all seemed to 
be on one side on this question, and every gentleman 
would vote for it, he only wished to preface his vote 
by saying that he would not consider it as sanction- 
ing an assumption of the debts of the States. He 
wished it to oe understood that, in voting for this 
proposition, he did not adopt the principle of as- 
suming the debts of the Siates. He would vote for 
it on the ground that the government was bound to 
pay the interest on the money which they had in- 
vested in these unavailable State stocks for the bene- 
fit of the Indians. The payment of the interest was 
certainly not an assumption of the debt. 

Mr. McKAY observed that these objections 
might very properly have been made by the gentle- 
man from M.a3sachnsetts in 1S42, when his friends 
were in the majority in the House, and the propo- 
sition was made for the first time to pay the interest 
on these investments. As was very properly re- 
marked by the gentlemcut from Vermont, the pay- 
ment of the interest was not assuming the debt. It 
was proper to remark to the committee that there 
were three descriptions of cases provided for in this 
proposition. In several of the treaties made with the 
Indians, there was no provision made for an invest- 
ment of the money granted them. In such cases, when 
the government took upon itself the responsibility of 
investing the money, it did it at its own hazard, 
and was therefore bound to make it good. In the 
second class of cases, the treaties made it obligato- 
ry on the government to invest the money in some 
Safe stocks; but the government agreed to guaran- 
ty the punctual payment of the interest annually. 
In both these caws the government was bound to 
make good any deficiency that might exist. In 
the other cases .where there was a stipulation in the 
treaty that the fund should be invested by the 
President, and it turned out that the investment had 
been an unfortunate one, and the interest was not 
paid, he did not see how the government was bound 
to reimburse the loss. The appropriation, howev- 
er, for this object, had been made for two years past, 
and he did not see why it should not be done 
then. 

The question was then put. and the amendment 
to the amendment was adopted. 

The question recurring on the amendment, 

Mr. CROSS moved to amend it, by increasing the 
amount appropriated for the loss of the Cherokee 
fund, which was lost in transportation by the ex- 
plosion of the steamboat Black Hawk, from 18,610 
to 49,697. 

Mr. C. explained the object of this amendment 
to be to reimburse a paymaster for the cost of the 
transportation of the money lost in that explosion, 
and which, in the settlement ofhia accounts, had 
not been allowed him. 

Mr. McKAY made some observations in expla- 
nation. 

Mr. CROSS continued further t* advocate his 
amendment, and to read extracts from official doc- 
uments in illustration thereof. 

Mr. McKAY continued the debate in explana- 
tion. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. I.E. 
MORSE, GARRET DAVIS, CROSS, DAWSON, 
and MoKAY. 

The question waa taken, and the amendment to 
the amenment wo* lejecnd by — ayes 1% noea not 
counted. 



The question recurring on the amendment as pre- 
viously amended, was token, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the bill be laid aaide to 
be reported. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE mt.ved an amendment to add 
an appropriation of J5,000 to defray the rxpenses 
of treaty with the Winnebago Indians for the ex- 
tinguishment of their title to lands claimed in Iowa, 
of the expenses of theii- removal to landa selected 
for them, ic 

Mr. D. said he had received an official letter firom 
the Commissioner of Indian Afl^Jia, calling his at- . 
tention to the importance of this amendment, and 
suggesting the propriety of offering it at this time. 
It wa.<i a measure called for alike by motives of in- 
terest and philanthropy. 

Some conversation arose between Messrs. Mo- 
KAY and DODGE. 

Mr. McKAY raised a point of order against the 
amendment, on tlie ground that it was a new appro- 
priation proposed to the regular appropriation bill. 

After some conversation by several gentlemen, 

The CHAIRMAN austained the point of order, 
thuH throwing out the cunendment. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON appealed from the deci- 
sion. 

On motion, the committee rose and reported prog- 
'ress. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the annual 
communication from the Post Office Department re- 
quired by the law reorganizing the Post Office De- 
partmant, showing the contracts for the transmia- 
sion of the mail during the year, &c., &c: laid upon 
the table. 

Also several other communieationa from the Post 
Office Department and the Tireasury Department; 
one from the State Department, in answer to a re- 
cent resolution of the House, calling fortheamountof 
the debt of Texas, and her public lands; and one front 
the War Department, givmg information as to the 
amount of the claims of the State of Georgia, for aeae- 
vices of her militia; all which were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RAMSEY, on leave, gave notice of the intro- 
duction of the bill of which he asked leave to give 
notice at an early part of the day, (as appears 
above.) 

Mr. STILES, on leave, made a report from the 
Post Office Committee, which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the atate of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were handed to the reporters by the membars 
presenting them: 

Bt Mr. BLACK WELL: The petition of Dsnlsl Newman, 
uklng t peniion for wrvioea daring the late war wllli 
Great Britain: leteired to tlw Committee on Revolntionuy 
PentioBi, 

By Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT: The potition of A. N. 
PsttenKill, of Indiana, prayloff for compoiwation for one 
month's extra pay upon a malTroute in Indiana: nfeindto 
tha Committee on the Post CMBoe and Poit Roads. 

By Mr. DICAN: The petition of Job Scott and othen.snd 
of UUhn Ervin and otliert. agalnit the annexation of TexM 
to tlie United Statea. The petition of John T. Price and 
othera, for theabolition of alavenr in the Diatrlct of Colu» 
bia. Also the petition of Adam Danl>ar and otken, against 
the right of recuiaUagalavea, ko. 

Mr. A. P. STONE: The memorial of Levi Niehola, pmy- 
ing Congreat to grant him a penaion: lefoned to tlie Com- 
mittee on RevouitionaiT Fenaions. Alao the memorial of 
James Rnaaell and Motnen, citixensofthe State of Ohio, 
praying Congress to Itamiah said Rossell with naaaa to 
construct a national planetarium at Washington. 

By Mr. 8TRONO: The petition of tha iohabitants of Sag 
harbor, in the State of New Toik, for the erectloB of a light. 
house on Oaidiner*! Island. 

By Mr. 8. CAREY: The petition of the inhabttanU of 
Frenchman's bey for a ligbt-houae: referred to the Comlt- 
tee on Commerce. Also me petition of Samael Mill andM 
otben, of Augusta, Maine, for a roduetlon of the price of 
the public land to actual settlers: referred to the Comsiit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: Tile petition of IM eitliens of Itendsll, 
New Yoric, for the reduction of postage. 

By Mr. LABRANCHE: The papen of Jacob Barker, ef 
New Orleans, in lelaiioB to certain claims against the gov- 
ernment of the United Slatee; referred to the CommMee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HENLEY: The petition of Hart Donongb and 
others, in favor of the purchase of Evans's safety valve for 
the ate of government steamers: referred to the Comnitlee 
on Patents. 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The netitlon of N. Alvaid and oth- 
ers for the abolition of the fianking privilege, and for the 
redaction of pottago to two cents on all haIf.onnce letters, 
if prepaid, .^so, the petition of L. Hfmrod and othera ibr 
the same paqMwe: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Poet Roads. 

By Mr. E. D. POTTER: The petition of 4« eithens of 
Heniy eeuaty, Ohio, f<>r a poat-nate tnn Tan Bnreni Han- 
eeek evnaty, t« Adiian, Usawea wwty, MicUiaa. Tha 
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petition of34 citixens of Williams county, Ohio, for a chaoge 
m the rates of postage. 

IN SENATE. 
TmrBiDAV, Febitiary 6, 1346. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the foUowing resolution} 
which, under the rule, lies one day on the table, viz: 

lUsolvtd, That there be furnished, for the use of the Sen- 

ate, the further number of — copies of Ihe map of 

Texas, which has been engraved for the Senate, provided 
they be furnished at a price not exceeding that at which 
the additional copies heretofon; ordered were limited. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
back, without amendment, and with a recommendation that 
it do pass, the liHl forthe relief of Jostph Ramsey. 

On motion by Mr. HANNi';GAN, he was excused from 
■ny further service on the Committee on Enrolled Bills; 
nd, 

On the motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the vacancy thus oc- 
casioned was authorrEcd to be filled by the Chair. 

Mr. C HO ATE presented a memorial from the inhabitants 
of Reading, Massachusetts, remonstrating against the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States; which was ordered 
to Lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, leave was granted to 
wittidrsw from the files the p^pera in the case of James W. 
Lowe; and 

On motion by Mr. STURGEON, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files the papers of John Washington. 

Mr. TAPFAN, from the Joint Committea on the Library, 
to which was referred the joiat resolution for the distribu- 
tion of the work on the exploring expedition, reported 
back a substitute for it— the orfginal having been destroyed 
by fice. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committae on the Judiciary, to 
which the subject had been referred, on resolutions of State 
legislatures, and petitions of members of the bar In various 
sections of the country, reported a bill providing for the 
purchase and distribution of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States among the several States and 
Territories; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

The resolntion submitted by Mr. Barkow, a few davs ago, 
authorizing the printing of a certain map of the Gulf of 
Mexico, having come up for considentton. w««, on hi* mo- 
tion, passed by for the present. 

The adverse reports of the standing committees in the 
cases or Krancea Edwards, James AmoIiJ, Sally Ba^s, James 
H. Gale, and the professors of William and Maiy College, 
Vi^inia, were severally taken up and concurrea in by the 
Senate. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Sflcrotaty of the 
Treasury to employ an additional inspector of the customs 
for the port of New Orleans, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

On motion by Mr. FOSTER, the previous ordera of the 
day were postponed, and the joint resolution to suspend a 
part of the third section of the joint rusoIuUon of the llth 
September, 1841, relating to armories, was taken up for 
consideration, as in committee of the whole. 

On motion by Mr. BREESK, thejoint resolution proposed 
to be sus|>eDded was read. 

There being no proposition to amend the resolution, it 
was reported to the Senate; and, the question being, Shall 
it be ordered to be engrossed and read a third tiise? — 

Mr. TAPPAN called for some information as to the neces- 
sity of the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. BAYARD remarked that the joint resolution was in- 
troduced by the senator from Tennessee, [Mr. FosTra,] and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Aflkirs, which commit- 
tee reported in favor of its passage. The resolution pro- 
posed to be suspended by it was the third of a series of res- 
olutions passed on the Uth of September, 1341, providing 
that no public money should be expended on any site or 
land purchased by the United States, until the written opin- 
ion of the Attorney General was first had in favor of thevalid- 
ity of the title; and also that the consent of the legislature 
of the State in which the land is sitoated shall be given to 
the said purchase. There are two things thus required by 
that resolution— the examination of the Attorney General, 
•nd the giving of a certificate of hiii opinion afflming the 
validity of the title and the assent of the State to the pur- 
chase. At the last session of Congress an appropriation 
was made forthe purpose of constructing a naval depot at 
Memphis, Tennessee. Now the resolution introduced by 
the senator from Tennessee, did not propose to dispense 
with the certificate of the Attorney General, in relation to 
the validity of the title to the land on which it was proposed 
to erefet the yard at Memphis. The object of the resolution 
was intonded merely to dispense with the consent of the 
States as a precedent to the application of the appropriation. 
The State of Tennessee had itself memorialized Congress in 
relation to this very matter ol erocting a yard there, and 
there could not be the shadow of a doubt that the 
assent of the State would be reoilily given, so soon 
as the legislature shall meet This resolution sim- 
ply dispenses with so much of the third resolution 
as required the assent of tho State as a condition precedent, 
but leaves the matter of the l^ality of the title as provided 
by act No expenditure of money can take place at Mem- 
pnis, if the resolution be passed, until the oertificate of the 
Attorney General be given. The reason why this resolu- 
tion is necessary, is, that the legislature is not in session, 
and will not be for a yeartocome; and if the resolution be 
not passed, although' the Attorney General should find the 
title to be good, no exponditure of money can take place 
for the contemplated depot until the leglslatnre shall 
meat 

Mr. BREESEremarkedthnUifsach was the object mere- 
ly of the resolution, he would withdraw the call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrotaed for a 
third reading. 

POST OFFICE REFORM. 
The general orders having beou announced, the unfinish- 
ed business of yesterday was resumed, being the further 
conaideration of the bill to reduce the rates of postage, to 
limit tho use and corroot the abuse of the frsuUng prlvUege, 



and for the prevention of fraudson the revenues of the Post 
Office Dci«rtment. 

The CHAIR stuted the pending qneition to he, primarily, 
on concurrinGT in the amendment made, as in committee of 
the whole, to strike out the ninth section; but before that 
question was put, it wap in order to amend the section, and, 
accordingly, the snnatorfrom Rhode Island, [Mr. Simmons ] 
had moved to strike out all after the words, shatt h«, in the 
sixth line, and inufcrt, allowed to frank their tfum letterg not 
exceeding two ounces each, a»d speeches madt hy them in Con- 

Etss, which amendment the senator from Pennsylvania, 
Ir.BccMAN AN,] moved to amend by striking out the words, 
ter* not rrceedtm two onncet rack, and, the efi*ect of which 
would be to allow members the privilege of franking only 
their speeches made in Congress. 

Mr. ALLEN called for the reading of the section as pro- 
posed to be amenrtoct 

It was read, as follows: 

Sec. 9. Jtnd be it further macted, That In lieu of the priv- 
ilege heretofore allowed to the membera of Congress, of 
sending to their constituents and othen, letters or other 
written or printed communications free of postage through 
the mail, each member of Congress and Dt^legate from a 
territory shall be allowed to frank [their own Ittlrrt, not ex- 
ceeding two ouncet each and] speeches made by them in Con- 
gresM. 

The part in brackets abowing the words moved hy Mr. 
Bi'CHAXAN to be stricken out. 

Mr. FOSTKR sua;gu»lf d the propriety of strikitqc out the 
words fry M^m, so as to allow members to send other than 
their own speerhes. ^ 

Mr. Hl'NTlNUTON believed that, before any other 
amendment could be in order, the question should be taken 
on the motion ofthe senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bith- 
AKAN,] to amend the amendment of the senator from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. SiuMona.j 

Mr. MERRICK concurred that such was the only courae 
In order; and he recapitulated the pending question as stated 
in the first instance by the Chair. 

Mr. ALLEN understood that tho bill also provided for 
letters being received by menben of Congress free during 
each lession. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. Yes, and for 80 dayt before and 30 
days after each seiision. 

Mr. SIMMONS stated that incase this section was struck 
out, he would submit a substitute, the purpose of which 
would be to leave the privilege of memb^s the same us it 
is now, but to have the postage on their letters to their con- 
stituents and the postage' on The letters of the departments 
on their official business, paid over from their respective 
contingent funds to the post office department. Should his 
amendment now pending prevail, he would move to strike 
out the words by them, as suggested by the sanator from 
Tennessee, [Vfr FostcsJ , 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the firat question was upon his 
amendment to the amendment: aitd that was simply whether 
members were to frank their lettera, or pay their own post- 
age. 

Mr. BENTON ashed would the word Uttfrt apply to 
printed letten as well as manuscript lettera. 

Mr SIMMONS said that if any difficulty presented iUelf 
on that point, it could be amended afterri'ards. 

The yeas and nays on Mr. Bltiiakak-* amendment having 
beenortlered yesterday, were now taken, and resnlted yeas 
17, nays 33, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Bayard, Breese, Buchanan. Dix, Dickin- 
son, Fairfield, Francis. Uuger, HuntingtoJt. Jamagin, Mer- 
rick, Millar, Niles, Stui^eon, Upham, White, and Wood- 
bury— 17. 

NAYS— Messrp. Afien, Ashley, Atchison. Atheiton, Bag- 
by, Barrow, Benton, Choate, Clayton!. Colquitt, ETana, 
Foster, Hannegan, Haywood, Johnson, Lewis, PearCe, 
Phelps, Porter, Sample. Sevier, bimmons, and Tappan— 33. 

The question recurring on Mr. Siuhofvs's amendment, 
Mr. S. modiiied that amendment by leaving out the words 
h/ them. 

Mr. MERRICK said this brought the question to whether 
the Senate would consent that memben of Congress should 
retain the franking pri rilege as it now exists, or let the sec- 
tion stand, as reported by the Post Office Committee, lim- 
iting their franks to five covers each daily, to be furnished 
by tlie department dnring the sessions of Congress. 

Mr. BKNTON inquired of the chair what was the pend* 
ing question. 

The CHAIR stated it to bo on the amendment proposed 
by the senator from Rhode Island. [Mr. Simmons;] which 
was again read in connection with the first part of the 9th 
section as before ifiven. 

Mr. BENTON*.^ Impression was that the privilege should 
be limited asitorifi^inally was, undortheold law. His general 
idea was that, durjngthe sessions of Congress, theie should 
be an unrestricted privilege of communication between 
representatives and their conslHuents; and that the inter- 
change of these communications should be as free and con- 
stant as possible. It was also desirable that the represent- 
ative should be at full liberty, not. only to send his 
own speeches free to his constituents, but that he 
should so transmit to them all the printed matter 
which he receives, if he so desires, whether documents, 
pamphlets on general sutgects, scientific essay's, or literary 

Soriodicals; becauce a vast amount of useful information is 
isseminated by this miscellaneous printed matter. He 
had, himself, often been indebted to these publications, sent 
to him gratuitouily by the printers, for valuable information, 
such as he felt pleasure in communicating to his constitu- 
ents. It was for many reasons such as these, that he did 
not desire to see any restrictions on the franking privilego 
during the sessions of Congress. It was not the exerriKe of 
the right while Congress was sitting that brought the frank- 
ing privilege Into dlarepnte: but the abuse of it during the 
vacations, in loading the mails with vast nuanlities of print- 
ed matter, not only from this city, but uom every State. 
This was felt to be a great grievance, and wa'^ the great 
source of complaint among the people. He had never heard 
a murmur about the use made of the privilege in sending 

Srinted matter to their constituents by meml>erB of Congress 
uring the sittings of Congress, nor was there any com- 
plaint made of the use of the privilege in their correspon- 
dence. He would make the oistlnction between the ses* 
ffioDf of CoDgrMt and the TKcationi. During each teuion 



let the privilege be quite lit>eral. After that, from the termi- 
nation of one session to the beginning of another, let h be 
confined to the ordinary correspondence by letter. 

Mr. MERRICK sacgested to the senator that b« mi^t 
attain his object by letting the Ath &ectiou be struck out, 
and then by inserting two word* in the dth sccHofi, which 
is the part of the bilFthot allows memben of Congress to 
receive letters free of postage. By ins«rting before the 
word "recmc,'' the two words "send and," the senator's 
object would l>e attained. 

Mr. BENTON said that, to fulfil hri idea, the Interchaage 
of written commiinioations should be free from the end of 
one session to the beginning of the other, as well as daring 
each session, lie hoped the chairman of the Post Oftcc- 
Committee, who hatl bestowed so much labor on perfecting 
the bill, and who manifested so much prudsewortny zeal in 
getting it through— and the object of cheap posta^ was 
one he much desired to see accomplished — would yield to 
the general wish, and himself maka some proposition of 
amendment to retain the franking privilege. He (Mr. B.) 
woulil rather it came from the cnalrman of the rommitt«« 
than from himself: it was due to him that lie should perfect 
the bill with which he had taken so much pains. 

Mr. SI.MM0N3 had no objection whatever that the chur- 
man of the committee should take the matter in hand, and 
amend the bill so as to effect the object which it tvai evi- 
dent so many senators were in fhvor of. 

The question was taken on Mr. Simho.'*s's amendmeBt. 
and decided in the nejgative'yeas IS. nays 3-^. as followa: 

YKAS-Messra. AUen, Ashley. Atchison, Bagby, Bar- 
row, Benton, Berrien, Choate. Clayton, Colquitt, £ras^ 
Foster, Haywood, Lewis, Phelps, . Porter, Serlcr, Simmoitf, 
and Tappan— 18. 

NAVS-#Mcssrs. Atherton, Bayard, Breese, Bnchanao. 
Dix, Dayton, Dickinson, Fairneld, Francis, ilanoecan. 
Huger, iiuntington, Jamagln, Johnson, Merrick, Miller, 
Niles, Pearce, Stuiyeon, Upham, White, and Woodbory 
—23. 

The question next recurred on concurring with th« cob- 
mittee of the whole in striking out the 9th section; and, oa 
that quecrion, 

Mr. BUCHANAN oaUedfor the yeas and naya, which 
were ordered. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted— yeas 3S>, nays 3, 
as follows: 

YEAS- Messrs. Allen, Ashley, AtheHon, Bagby, Bar- 
row, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, 
Dix, Dayton, Dickinson, Fairfield, Foster, Hannegmn, Hay- 
wood, Huger, Huntington, Jamagin, Johnson, Lewis, Miller 
Niles, Pearce, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Upham, White, and Woodbury — Sfl. 

NAYS— Messrs. Merrick niul Phe^— 3. 

So the 9th section was Ktricken out. 

TheCH.AIR announced that the next question was on 
concurring with the eommittee in the ameodncntJi to the 
10th section. 

Mr. M klRRICK stated that the amendments mado In eoaa- 
miUee of the whole to the l<nh and sncceding sections, on 
motion of the senator from Connecticut, fMr. Hrj»Tirf«Toi,J 
had one object in view, which wa? to except from the 
prohibitions Of the bill, in regard to private expr«sKS. 
newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals. If 
these amendments were concurred tn by the Senate, the ef- 
fect would be to leave wide open the door to those very 
^uds which had so much impaired the revenues of the de- 
partment. It would be, in fact, to legalize those very ex- 
presses, which could then be carred on under tbe pretext of 
agencies for carrying and distributing those periodicals. 
He hoped the Senate would not concur with ttie committee 
of the whole in these amendments. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the Senate would concur la 
those amendments which had been adopted, after moch 
discussion, by a very large majority iT^the committee of tha 
whole. No such en'ect could result from the right of trass- 
mitting newspaper and periodicals whatever way the pot>- 
lishers preferred, as that supposed by the senator from 
Maryland. Whereas, if this right was not preserved. tkM 
effect would be to break down the connti^ newspapan 
and the periodicals which owed their circulation to the 
fact, that they were left at the doors of subscribers, 
without the necessity and trouble of being seat 
for to distant post offices. He showed the griev- 
ance that would result from leaving jpubbshen 
of newspanem in cities like New York. Boston, Cincinnati, 
and other large towns, liable to the penalties of thia act for 
every publication Ihey sent by their regular carriers and 
agents, merely across a river, to be delivered to subscri- 
bers; for instance, from New York to Brooklyn, and frca 
Ciiirinnatti to Covington, where only ferries, that might be 
passed in five minutes, inter\'ened. 

Mr. MF^RHICK insisted that in such cases no application 
of these penalties could occur. The sending of such paUi- 
cations would come under the provision of the bill which 
allowed special agents to carry mailable matter. 

Mr. ALLEN said that this section, if he uiulentood it, as* 
sumcd that this government held absolute power over the 
transmission of, not only letters, biri printed matter: and;^- 
haps the power to regulate the manner in which that matter 
ahould be circulated among the people. That w^as the as- 
sumption upon which this section rested. He sbould not 
undertake to say positivcl_y, upon a great question of this 
sort, whether the foundation for this assumption was trve 
or not; but having doubts in his mind upon thai subject, he 
should solve those doubts for the people, and in favor of the 
largest liberty; which he believed to oc the proper mode of 
solving all such doubtp. It was very easy to see that, if 
the Dnited States had a right and abaolnte control 
over the printed matter of the country, and there- 
fore absolute power to make it circulate through 
onr channel, they likewise had a right to say ham vruri 
should circulate through that channel, and consequently 
had the entire control over the press of the United States. 
That was the consequence. Jf Congress could prohibit the 
editors of newspapers from circulating their joomals ex- 
cept through the public mail, so Congress could prohibit 
them from circnl&ting more than a given number of thetr 
Jonrnals, or circulating them upon particular roads — and 
thus put the entire business under the administration of the 
Congress of the United States. This involved a vary ^rvat 
and serious difficulty in hii mind. H« bad heard of a ravo- 
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ioa, foartees yvnn ago, prodoced hy the atlHrapt of & 

{Qrciuoieat— a great aod a powerful Kovernmant, wtucb iiad 

jeea twtiaty centurien Id existence— by an attempt to 

^Dtrol the public press. He had heard of that govemmeot 

lejog overt a rued— the govenunent of France— by an a^ 

jlampttocoalrolthe press. It waji a very serious matter. 

lit iru rer}' caiy for svnators to make a bill in their commit- 

ftsr room, a-.i present it here, and talk about burdening the 

mvl witb this and that; but il was a far more serious matter 

)«tiea they came to the question of the liberty of the presn. 

'Itmuiil be manirKst to every man, Uiat if (Jong reus could 

Control the newspapers in their circulation, it rould put 

Ihem down alto^eibcr. It could ^ay that this paper should 

circulate, and that should not — that ao many nuwui^pers 

[lAduld circulate, and above that number should not— that 

llhejribottldclrcttlate upon this, and not upon that roate— 

Mil distance, and not that distance; and, finally, not beyond 

|lteir own doors; and thus Congress oouid control that 

Wivstaiid popular engine, the press of the United States. He 

,w«i opposed to this upon the piinciples which be had ex- 

|duaed a day or two ago. He would ^rve to the publisher 

SbeKreateat facilities for the circulation ofhiipaper. Ue 

wotud confine bim to noUioita; but permit him to adopt 

Irbatever means he might deem pioperin circuhiting that 

^umtL The honon^le aenator [Mr. Merrick] wanted to 

iJLiDitthis matter in re^rd to country newspapers to within 

^eiicJe of fifty miles. Whv not limit them to five miloa 

vom the printing office, and then to the building in which 

l^priotiog oflice ilaelfii? If Congress could limit the 

,«iiculatioa at all, it could drive it into the houae— a very 

4ittgenmt oxerciM of power. If that power exist in the con* 

flitntioD, it ought not to exist there, and the conKtitution 

•ught to t>e amended for that reason. He bad no jdea of 

allowing this government to put Its hands upon the press of 

the eoootry, and interdict between it and nie country anv 

•ommunicatJon. He ihoold vote to rrtAin the amend- 

»eut 

Mr. HUNTINGTON endeavored to set the senator from 
Uaryiand right in regard to a false construction he had pot 
■ponhis arguments. Mr. U. reeapitulated the positionf he 
took on this subject 

Mr. MKRRICK assured the senator that it was he himteU 
who put a false construction on the provisions of the bill, 
whicn prorisiona did not at all apply to the cases he sup- 
posed. 

Mr. HUNTINOTON was satisfied to leave 'the last won! 
with the senator. 

Mr. WOODBURT remarked that some of his consUtnents, 
from their position, felt a deep interest in this amendment. 
He felt it tumselT, bat had said nothing coneemlng it in the 
committee of the whole; and should not now, If he was 
not satisfted that tho chairman [Mr. Merrick] misapnre- 
bended the consequences ef Jt, and saw them through a 
ma^fying medium for evil. 

iJie ameDdment did not sensibly impair the revenues of 
the bill. As DOW, for the same, or nearly the same distance, 
newspapers were to be carried entirely free. Why, then. 
try to lumber up or burden the mall with much matter that 
was to p«.y nothingt It was proiessed to be in order to 
break up the present oxprvflses; and the amendment was 
rMtstcd lis ir lllegall:ted those expresses. No such thing, 
/loeitiier legalized nor sanctioned them, to any extent, or 
in anv form. 

It does not allow letters to be carried at all except in the 
mail — bat mer^y newspapers and periodicals by private 
bands, where more convenient to the commnnity, and 
which, in many places, they have been accuttomed to do 
[fom the foundation of the goTemment. But it was object- 
ed that those who carried such papers would alsocarry 
extent. If they did, the law exposed them to penalties, and 
t would be thus prevented. 

Aoother circumstance would prevent it. These packages 
»f pipers and periodicahi were not sent by such fleet ex- 
re j«es mm haunted the mind of the senator; and were alone 
uaaUltf lor transporting business letters. They wete bag- 
age wagoas — even oxwaconsin some places — orvcsseu 
il rivera and the oout, plying rcgularfy between large 
iiies, or villages. Or they were subscribers in rotation 
om a county town, going weekly for their newspapers. 
il these, rather than the mail, where the papers would now 
ua free, U is manifest, would be employed only when ex- 
icdiii^iy convenient to the people— living remote from a 
>at olttce — or wanting their papers on days when a weekly 
* tri-weekly mail did not run. 

iVow. let tne Senate consider that all this was to be pnn- 
i<»(l — thsLt Bo innocent, legal, and accommodating in itself 
merely because a danger existed, that it rot^ht be abused 
carry letters— a danger, too, verv remote aod slight. 
fw abfaorrent, also, was the principle involved in such a 
>hibition! "We choose to become common carrier on the 
aat hit; h-ways of the nation of letters and newspapers 
d perjoUicaJs, and therefore assume the power to pnuisn all 
ter* who choose to exercise thei- indnridual rights to be, 
ewi«e, common carriers. 

le v^oald now say nothing as to such an exercise of 
ver about carrying letters, though it wQuld. if examined, 
found to be exercued here, where the post office is not 
snded. as a system of taxation for revenue, only by a 
m analogy to the powers exercised elsewhere — incoun- 
m In iwhich postages are imposed to raiie revenue; and 
daog'eroaa power is empfoyed merely to sustain and 
>rce a, tajc- But here the post ofttce is not proposed to 
iscd for taxation and revenue merely to sustain itself. 
: was xu>t so In its origin in the old articles of confedera- 
k, wrliLere government was authorized to exact such 
tages only as were necessary to defray the expense; and 
as on p4Mp€rr» pa$*ine through the mail, and not to luvhfbit 
era from being earned through the country in any other 
^Vbtat! sir; are we to interfere in this way with the 
Is in iirhich our coustiluents shall carry or send their 
I property? Are we to regulate the prices of labor and 
^at, or the private rights of people in anything merely 
^oi&atrtiotionT No pownr was ever given in the old con* 
ration, or in the present constitution, to exercise such 
ious a.nil i-cstrictive interference. 
9 WAS alajrmed at the progress of the government in set- 
up sxaclx a monopoly, as well as oflensive interference. 
■« the cfuestion a new onu at this moment, the whole 
-iotions on private enterprise and private competition 
ajrryiMtg letters themselvea could not stand an hour. 



Government would be left to carry its own letters at its 
own prices; and individualii placed in the same position, or 
both nire others who would Jo it best or cheapest 

But now— not for taxation, aod not by any express grant 
to do it, government becomes a great monopolist, not only 
for carrying letters, but even newspapers and periodicals. 
It seeks to drive otf all competition, and, like some other 

f;overnment8, as to salt and tobacco, would permit no rivals 
nbusiucss; and would monopolize the trade in carrying 
all priuteO matter as well as letters. But the chairman vir- 
tually admitted in another place thut thin was all wrong — 
because he had submitted an amendmeiit to grant what we 
ask by the Fostroa«ter General at his discretion. (Mr. 
Mkhricr said that discretion was modified now) Mr. W. 
was glad to beer it was abandoned; for if any thing wax 
worse than a restriction in privatf* business, imposed with- 
out express authority, and in check of the free and conve- 
nient dilfuBioii of knowledge, and thus creating an odious 
public monopoly by construction alone, itwomd be to in- 
troduce, also, a dispensing poller ifl one branch of the gov- 
ernment, which might in bod tiroes be abused to the worst 
partisan purposes. 

He bop«d, OD reflection, the Senate would be satisfied that 
the amendment ought to be retained. 

This point was further debated by Messrs. SIMMONS, 
MKRRICK.NILKS, and ATCHISON: and the yeas and nays 
having been called for and ordered, the vote was taken, and 
resulted^yeas 33, nays 9, as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bogly. Bar- 
row, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Choate. Clay- 
ton, Dix, Dayton, Dickinson, Kvans, Fairfield, Francis, 
HtmnegBu, Huger, Huntington* Jbmagin, Lewis, Miller, 
Nlles, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 8turge<Jn, Tappan, Vpharo, 
Walker, Woodbridge, and Woodbury— 33. 

NAVS— Messrs. Ashley, Foster, Haywood, Johnson, 
Mangura, Meri-iok. Morohead, Sevier, and White — 9. 

So the Senate concurred in the amendments made in com< 
mittee of the whole to the 10th section and succeeding sec- 
tions, which leave the publishers of rewipapers, pamimlets, 
magazines, and periodicals, at liberty to send their publica- 
tions, where, when, and how they please, outside of the 
mail, without any interference on the part of the Postmaster 
General 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said an amendment to the same ef- 
fect was reqnirtvl to the 14th section. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed any further extension of the 
■amendment than had tA>en adopted. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON explained, that the 14th section ex- 
empted from repeal the 6tb section of the act of 3d March, 
ISid} which section would apply to "packages" of newspa- 
pers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, carried by 
stcamooats, and required thereby to be put into the post 
office to be made subject lo postage, (t was therefore 
necessary to make the same exceptions in the 14th sec- 
tion that had been made in the lOth and succeeding sec- 
tions. 

Mr. BERHIF.Nwasof the same opinion. 

Mr. MERRICK contended that the amendment was not 
necessary: and that it would l)o only openine the door te 
fraud much wider th»n had already been done oy the sena- 
tor's amendments to the 10th section. 

After a few remarks on this point by Messrs. HUNT- 
INGTON. NILES, and MERRICK, the amendment wa« 
adopted. 

^Ir. SIMMONS now proposed one amendment which he 
thought moi-e impoTtHnt than aiiything thut had yet been 
done for increasing tho revenue of the department. It was 
to strike out part of the first secUou. the oftect of which 
would be to leave one uniform rate of jiostage for alt dis- 
tances—five cents. He had made numcrou.t calculations 
and estimates, all of which satisfied him that this would be 
productive of more revenue than the two rates of five cents 
and ten cents. Indeed, five cents was not as low as he 
would himself with to fix the rate of uniform postage, in 
view of obtaining the largest amount of revenue to the de- 
partment. But, m deference to the opinion of other gentle- 
men, he was satisfied to try the experiment at five cents. 

In hill investigation of this subject, he had ascertained 
that, prior to the reduction of post^c in England, when the 
xaleii were as high in proportion an they arc now iu this 
country, the numheruf letters transmitted by the mail was, in 
proportion to population, precisely in the tame ratio as the 
corroxpondence of the United States pasring through our 
mailsin proportion to our population. He had also ascertained 
that, in contenuence of the reduction of postaee in England, 
the correipondencc there had increased fourfold. Now this 
was directproof that there was no essential difl'erence l^e- 
tweeu the two countries as to the disposition for lettei^ 
writing; and what had been the result of low postage in 
England, might well be expected to be the result of a simi- 
lar chan((e here. 

In view of these facts, he should not hesitate, were we to 
reduce our poktare to a uniform rate of two cents, anticipa- 
ting a result similar to that which had followed the reduc- 
tion in England; thutis, an increase of mailable matter four^ 
fold. 

On this basis, taking our correspondence prior to 18S7 to 
be 30,000 000 of letters, and allowing that the natural in- 
crease, with that of population since, wouU have gone on 
to the present day, ware it not for the private competition of 
private expresses, he would feel warranhed in calculating 
the correspondence of the United States new, under existing 
rates, at 50,000; which, if increased four-fold, as iu England, 
would give 900,000,000: and that, at two cenU, would be 
four mfUioas of dollars— quite enough, with other sonroes 
of income, to sustain the department. But, as he did not pro- 
pose such a reduction at prenent, and stopped at five crnts, 
he would only calculate on a proportionolde increase of our 
correspondence. If the increase were only to eighty mil- 
lions of letters, it would, at 6 cenU, give $4,000,000 from let- 
ter postage alone. N*ow, no one could doubt that the in- 
crease would be to that amount But, supposing it was 
not— suppose there was no increase at aU: what th^n^ 
Why. simply thill, that the charges ofthe depsrtment with 
respect to the lettermail, would be amply sustained by let* 
ter postage; for the expense of the mails was e^ht times 
greater on printed matter than on the letter mail. That is, 
If the whole expense is $4,^100.000, the portion applicable to 
the letter mail is $600,000, and that of the government and 
prii^ matter $8,700,000. Now, on the cwreepomdence of 



last year (twenty-four millions of lelten) the five cent 

rate of postage would be $1,200,000— still yielding a 
surplus of 700,000 dollars to sustain the depattment in 
transmitting printed mutter. Allowing half a million for 
the expense of the corresi)ondence of the government, 
there would then be a deficiency on account of the trans- 
mission of printed mutter; and the question then was, 
whether the benefit to the public of the cheap commuuica* 
tlon of newspapers and printed matter was not worth that 
expense, as many gentlemen contended it was. But no one 
would caudidly suppose that tho correspondence of the 
country would not increanc very much by a reduction of 
postai^e from present rates to a uniform rate of 5 cents. 
Am' reasonable allowance of incicase would show that the 
deficit, if any, would be only temporary, and that in tho 
end the income of the department would be ample. If no 
other benefit followed, the certainty of jmtting down, by 
competition, those private expresses, which interfered so 
much with the department, would be very material. Con- 
gress mieht pass penal laws, but it would be all in vain. 
Those pnvate expresses never could be put down by such 
means. 

The fo^egoiI^^ is only a rapid and brief condensation of a 
verv long and aole arj^ument made by Mr. S. in favor of a 
nniform rate of five cents postage. 

Mr. MERRICK admitted that the results anticipated by 
the senator from Rhode Island might follow; but he was un- 
willing to risk too much at first. Be wished to go upon 
certainty, and he thought the rates proposed in the bill the 
safest and moil prudent. He therefore hoped the &mend- 
meut wouid not prevail. 

Mr. PHELPS sustained the proposition, and, at the same 
time, dwelt largely on the necessity of economy and reform, 
with respect to expenditures for mail contracts. 

Mr. BERRIEN owned that there was so much force iu 
the statements made by the senator from Rhode Ulsnd [Mr. 
Simmons,] that he felt disposed to Kunpori his proposition. 
It was, however, a most important cnange, and oneof no 
ordinary responsibility. It was, therefore, every way de- 
sirable to have time for reflection. He wished himself to 
have a night's consideration, and would suggest the pro- 
prietor of postponing the bill till to-moirow, or passing it 
over informally. 

Mr. MEKRICK hoped not; let the bUl be disposed of this 
evening— it could be done in ten minutes If gentlemen 
would vote and not consume time. 

AAer a few conversational remarks between Metsn. 
BERRIEN, MERRICK, and SIMMONS, as to taking the 
question now, the vote was taken on Mr. Simmovs'b amend- 
ment, by yeas and nays, and decided in the afilrmative— 
yeas S3, nays 14— as follows: 

YEAa— .Vessrs. Alleu, Ashley, Atchison. Barrow, Bay- 
ard, Beuton, Berrien, Breese, Choate, Dix, Dajlon, Dickin- 
son, Evans, Foster, Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Hender- 
son, Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, Morchead, Niles, Phelc-s, 
Porter, Semple. Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upfaam, Walk- 
er, White and Woodbridge— 33. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Atlttrton, Buchanan, Clayton. Colquitt, 
Fairfield, Hugcr, Johnson, Lewis, Mangum, ^Jerrick, Pearce, 
Riven, Sevier and Woodbun— 14. 

So the Senate decided that there should he one uniform 
rate of five cents poslagt^^ for all distances. 

On motion of .Nir. B>-TNTON. the bill was further amend- 
ed in tho first section, so that a letter or cover not exceed- 
ing half an ounce in weight should be deemed a single let- 
ter, no matter how many pieces of psper it contained, and 
Uiat the uniform rate for a single letter eheuld he chaigea- 
ble upon every additional half ounce or part of half an 
ounce. 

Mr. HUGER moved to reconsider the vote of concurrence 
with the Committee of the Whole on the amendment, add- 
ing an additional section limiting the rales to be allowed 
for transmitting the mails on railroads. [The section added 
onmotionof Mr. NiLEH. which dirvcts railroads to be di- 
vided into three classes ; the rate on the first class for carry- 
ing the mail not to exceed $200 per mile, on the second class 
$100. and on the third class $d0.J 

Mr. H. explained, that on the railroad from Weldon to 
Wilmington, on the southern route, the company had given 
notice that they could not hold the contract at $3^ per 
mile, and it was only bv force of law the postmaster kept 
them to the contract, ^'hey could not aflbrd to carry the 
mail (or less than $:tA0. It was necessary in such case to 
raise the maximum. If that was not allowed, the conse- 
quence would be that the mail would have to be t:ent a 
mute which would require three or four days instead of 
thirty six hours, to pass between two points— to the south 
em and southwest— an immense inconvenience to that 
whole region. 

Mr. NlLES opposed the reconsideration. 

Mrr BERRIEN concurred wtth the senator from South 
Carolina, and advocated the reconsideration of Ac vote of 
concurrence. 

Mr. DAYTON desired to aay but a single word upon this 
matter. The remarks of the senator from South Carolina 
[.Vir. IK'aEH] did not apply only to railroads in that section 
of the Union. It was easy for senaton to itand here, and 
represent one side of the question. It was easy to 6ligma>' 
tise these railroad companies as rapacious and extortionate. 
That was but one side of the question. The other side had 
not l»een heard; their statements were not to be considered 
at all, or perhaps it would be qulto a different question. 
Now. If he had been cOrT**ctly Informed, another nart of this 
great line of roads between tne North and South had inti- 
mated that they would refuse to carnr the mail upon the 
tenns propoard in thin bill, or which had Iwen accorded to 
tlicm before; and that was the railroad between Philadel- 
phia and New York. The directora of the company sey 
that they get woree paid for that service tnan for 
any other which they perform; and they will Dot 
conform to all the rules and regulations of the department, 
unless their compensation beraiBed. Gentlemen saldit was 
lor the purjioso of extorting higher prires that the railroad 
companies in the thinly popnfnus portions of the country 
complained, because there was no other meatiR of convey- 
ance to be had bv the government; but it could not be so 
between PhiladelpUa and New Yoric. Other conveyarceii 
conld be had there. The railroad companies on that toote, 
if be had been correctly infonned, say they will not regu- 
tot* tliBmaebrtts according to thewiabesof tbedepartBent, 
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and take the price liatpcl If the Seoata Incorporate in thtt 
bUl a ttiaximum lucb an it now containa, be knew not what 
might be the contequence. He apprehended there could be 
nolmpropriety or Inexpediency In leaving thia maximum 
to the head of the department. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the motion would prevail. 

Mf. WHITE hoped it would not, and advanced hia rea^ 
aona foroppOKinarit. 

Mr. PAIKFItLD called for the yeaa and naya, which 
were ordered, 

The vote waa then taken on reconaidering the vote of 
concurrence, with the amendmenta made in Committee of 
the Whole, and resulted, yeai 34, nays 16, u foDows: 

Y£AS.—Mef«ra. .^hiey, Barrow, Berrien, Choate, Day- 
ton, Evans, Foster, Fraacis. Haywood, Uuger, Hunting* 
ton. Johnson, Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Niies, 
Potter, Rives, Sevier, Simmoaa, Upham, Walker and Wood- 
bridge— 34. 

NATS.'MeaBTa. AUen, Athertdn, Bayard, Benton, Breese, 
Dickinson, Dtx, Fairfield. Henderson, Fearce, Phelps, Sem- 
pie. Sturgeon, Tappan, White and Woobury— 10. 

Mr. TAPFAN moved an adjournment 

Mr. BERRIEN wished the Senate would go into execu- 
tive aesaion a few minutes for reference. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON giive notice that to-morrow, at one 
oVlock, he would move me Senate to go into executive Kes- 
sion. There waa an important mass of matter to be dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the post office bill would be ordeiv 
ed to be engrossed this evenmg. 

The question on Mr. TArpA.-rs motion to adjourn resulted, 
ayes 19, noea 19. So it did not prevail, 

Mr. BERRIEN now moved the Senate to go into execu- 
tive session. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senate would not go Into exec- 
dHvc aeaaion. until the bill ahould be engrosaed for a third 
reading. That could be done in a few moroentsj and he 
trusted, as the bill had been so long before the Senate, and 
ao thoroughly discussed, that there would be no occasion 
to lay it over for another day. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he would readily yield to the aollci- 
tnde of his friend from Maryland, who nad so urgently and 
peraeverinsly labo^d to accelerate the action of the Sen- 
ate upon this matter; but that the new feature presented 
by the senator from Rhode Island was one which demand- 
ed reflection. He desired to look into it more deliberately 
hlmsAlf; and he repeated hts motion to lay this bill on the 
table, or pass it over informally; and proceed to the couside- 
ratfon of executive business. 

Mr. WHITE asked if Uiis motion waa In order. 

TheCHAIRsaidlt wainotstrictlv in order. 

Mr. BERRIEN then moved to lay the bill on the table 
till to-morrow. 

l*ha(iue8ttonwaa decided in the affirmative — ayes 34, noea 
not counted. 

On motion by Mr. BERRTEN, the Senate then went Into 
executive session, and soon after, 

A4JounMd. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
THuasDAV, February 6, 1846. 

The journal having been read, 

On motion by Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY, tha resolution 
calling on the Secretary of the Treasury lor copies of the 
instmotions issued by turn in reference to the collection of 
dutieson wines and coft'ee imported in Dutch vessels, waa 
taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY moved a suspension of the rules, that the 
House resolve itself Into a Commiuee of the Whole on the 
atate of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON appealed to the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Moans to waive his motion till he could call 
up the bill granting the right of way through the lands of 
the United States to certain railroad companies in Alabama. 

Mr. McKAY declined; end the question Jbeiog taken on 
suspending the rules, it was carried; and 

The House n^solved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Vintoiv of Ohio in the chair) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making appropria- 
tions for the current and coatii^ent expenses of the Indian 
department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the 
various Indian tribes for thefucal year commencing on the 
Iflt day of July, 164», and anding on the 30th day of June, 
1846. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said the question pending last evening 
when the committee rose, wa^ an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, that the amendment making an appropriation 
of $^,000 for hohUng a treaty with the V% innebagoea for the 
extinguishment of uieir title to lands in Iowa, and to defray 
the expenaes of their removal to lands selected for them. 
He Jddulged the hope that the chairman of the Committee of 
Waya.and Meana [Mr. McKat] would admit the amend- 
moot to be offered, and save the time of the House in de- 
eidhig on the appeal. He took the appeal on the ground 
that this matter of holding ti-eaties was one belon^ng to 
the executive power of the government; and, therelore, no 
preWous law waa necessary to sanction tho appropriation. 
He would refer to the case yesterday, when an amendment 
to pay the interest on the investments made by^ the execu- 
tive for the government, was supported by the gentleman 
himaelt la that case, the appropriation was net made by 
law. Re hoped the gentleman from North Carolina would 
withdraw hia objections, and let the amendment be offered. 
If thli tfvaty with the WinnebngoeaVaa not held, he feared 
that the result would be, that the people of that section of the 
country would drive them off". He insiated upon hia appeal, 
unlMs the gentleman withdrew hia objectiona. 

Mr. BrOLACK hoped the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means wi'uld withdraw his objections 
an i \tt the amendment be rec>^ ived. He was satisfted that, if 
thecommittea nnderstood thi> matter, there would beno 
doubt on the minds of any onf of tho propriety of the ap- 
propriatioo, 

Mr. McRATaaid that, firom th« representations that had 
baea made to him by gantlemen intermted in the matter, 
he waa wilUng to withdraw his objection. 

The queatioa waa than put on ttia amendment, and it wn 

— ' to. 
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: SCHENCK moved to amend the section making ap- 
propriations for tha Wyandotts, by adding.the (oUowiiv: 



"And to pay the remainder due for the appraised value 
of the improvements under that treaty $57,094 ^ in addi- 
tion to the foimer appropriations made for that purrose.'^ 

Mr. S. uddrufsed the committee at great length in Cavor of 
this appropriation. 

Mr. VANCE caused alaoto be read some extracts from 
official documents in illustratioa of the pointin dispute. 

Mr. SCHENCK resumed, and continued the advocacy of 
his amendment. 

Mr. CAVE JONHSON moved the following aa a aubati- 
tute for the amendment of Mr. Schcrck: 

"That the valuation of Iho Wyaodott Indians made by John 
Caldwell, Samuel Waggoner, and Jaa Juntice, and re|K)rted 
iottie Secretary of War the 3nth August, 1844, be, and the 
same ii bertbycouflrmed; and so much of the appropriation 
of tho last session in the act of 17th June, 1S44^ for tne pay- 
ment of the Wyandott Improvements in Ohio and Michigan, 
be paid to said Indians according to the terras of aaid treaty. 
Provided, That the same slioll l>e in fuli satislkction of all 
claims and (tomeuids for fcnprovements under the dth article 
of the treaty of the I7th March, ie4a.'' 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said, the proposition now under 
consideration had been brought to the consideration of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs by the reference of the report 
of the Seoretary o( War, with the report of the Commission- 
crof Indian .•^nairs. The committee had carefully examin- 
ed it, and had come to the conclusion that it waa uojust to 
pay the amount now claimed by the Wyaudotts. He would 
briefly state to Oie House the facts and the reasons which 
induced the committee to come to tliat conclusion. A trea- 
ty had been made with the Wyaudotts dated the — — ■ day 
of — ■-, 1342, by which the government agreed to give 
the Wyandotts lands west of the Misnissippi, and a certain 
annuity. (!^17,0(U),) and other moneys for schoolfi. in lieu Of 
the lands owned by them in Ohio, a little more than one 
hundred thousaim acres, and a small piece in Michigan, 
near five thousand acres, and agreed to pay the In- 
dians the value of their impr ovemenu, to be ascertained by 
two commissioners, to be appointed by the Prealdent of the 
United States. Congress appropriated twenty thousand 
dollars, upon the recommendation of the department, to 
meet the vuluation that might be made by the committion- 
ers, which was at the time supposed to be ample for that 
purpoGe. The President appointed Moses H. Kiiby and 
John Walker commissionera to value the lands under the 
treaty. On the 17th of March, 184j, they made a report, by 
whicutlie improvements upon the twelve miles square in 
Ohio were valued at .... $131,1M 34 
And in Michigan .... 4.939 50 



$13r.004 74 



Such a valuation was deemed very extraordinary by the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ bnt yet he considered it 
obligatory upon the government, and recommended an ap- 
propriation to meet it. The payment was refused by Con- 
gress. The President then appointed three commissioners 
(the treaty only requiring two) to revalue the lands. This 
was done by John Caldwell, Samuel Waggoner, and James 
Justice: and they reported the ^h of August, 1844, allow- 
ing the Indians for their improvements in Ohioand Michl* 
gan, ^66. Ml, making a dift'ereucc of $A0,16S 74. Such a dif> 
^rencelnthe valuation of the improvements in so small a 
territory, occupied by Indians, could not hut excite the sur- 
prifie of the committee. Upon the exam inalion of the report 
of Kirby and Walker, they were satisfied that the grossest 
injustice had been done to the government, and the mort 
palpable fraud practised upon it. 

Mr. J. compared the valuation of the two sets of commit- 
sioners in many ca^es, which he read from the report— 
among them the following: 

Oeorge Garret. Matthew and Joel Walker. 
9 houses, valued at • • - • • $8,000 

Value of fencos ...... l,\-2& 

Value of fruit trees ..... 875 

Value of cleared land • . - > > S.680 

Value of wells ...... gfl 

$7,855 

In'the aecond report, the same place is valued u foUow«: 

Geoige Gartet, William and Joel Walker. 

1 frame nouse, tavern stand m. • . . * $A00 

1 hewed log house ...... 800 

1 leg house • • • - ... 40 

1 log house .*..... 90 

1 spring house • • • • - * 30 

1 out house L ...... 16 

I bee house .-••-.. |0 
I old. cabin ....... ]o 

1 tavern bam -..,,. 376 

1 frame stable • . . . 4A 

1 old frame bam ..... ]fiO 

1 cord crib and shed ' • • - • lA 

$1,400 
86 acres, opening, liffht clearing, at $5 per acre • 480 

S4 acres bottom land, timbered, at $7 per acre - • 688 

Garden fence • • • • . 80 

Fences .... 954. 

Ditching meadow • .... 75 

$1,877 
4 apple trees, (l choice) - - - • • 30 

60 do do 800 

50 do (3 choice) 100 

88 do (8 choice) 88 

3 cherry treea at • • - • * 4 
1 pear tree .... .... s 

4 plum trees at $3 each .--..$ 
6 peach treea at $1 each . • < ■ . 6 
Well 30 

Mr. J. said he had been partiottlarfn reading fhate items 
to the House, that it might be aaen bow these things were 
done by our officers. 

The House would perceive that, in valuing thla farm of 
170 acras, the Artt board made the value • - $7,856 

The second at ..... - 3,<ra6 

Making a di0^r«nee of $4,6«9 



U will be aeen that the clMiring and feaoing of 179 1 
accordingto the first valuation, exceeds jB9 per acre, ex- 
cluding tne bnildi^gsi take all the improvements together 
and they cost over MA paraorei but, according to the aec* 
end valuation, tha hnprovemenu cost $19 and a few ceass 
per acre, 

Mr. J. read tUo a similar valuation of the improvezneiiis 
of Charles B. Garret on 144acraa of land, valued by the first 
commissionen at ..... 9j5fii 

Valued by tbe second oommiMJonera at • • ^J^ 

Making a difierence of • • - • ^SfA 

In makinK the calculation, %i he ^ad dona in the other 
case, it would be aeen that we have to pay, aocorduig to 
the ojst valuation, over sixty-nine dollars per acre ibrthe 
Indian improvements on 144 acres; and according to the 
second, over twenty dollars per acre. 

Mr. J. read from the valuation that thera had been val- 
ued— 

Per Ada. 

Isaac Zame'a improvements by Ist board • - $81 M 

Do do by 3d board - - l« 46 

Silaa AnnatTong^t improvements by ist board • 34 31 

Do do by 3d board - 16 14 

Wm. Walker^ improvamenta by Ut board - • Hi H 

Do do by 3d board • • dA 74 

Mr. J. said that no roan could read the report* of the tvo 
boards of commissioners, who knew anylningoftbevaloc 
of property in the western conatry, or anything of ladma 
improvements, without confidently pronouncing thai the 
grossest fraud had been practised upon the goremaaeBt in 
the first valuation of these improvements; and hence both 
branches of Coagress had r^jtxted the first valuation, aad 
refused the appropriation. He had not the meana of inves- 
tigating this subject thoroughly, nor the leiawe at this 
short session of Congress. 

Ho had beard a circumstance, which he believed to te 
true, that might account in some degree ior the extraordi- 
nary valuation by the first commiaaionera. One of Ikca 
(Walker) is aaid to have taken the benefit of the benkrapt 
law a short time before his appointment, and alter the if- 
pointrtient became posseasediof a large quantity of goo^ 
which he opened for sale among these W> aodottx; and v* 
can very readily ses how the price of the goods ajul rtt^*- 
ness ofaale might be made to depend upon the raiuatieaef 
these lands. 

It is now said we must pay the first valuation,, because A 
was made under the treaty by our own officers, and if say 
fraud was committed, it was by our own officers; thst tb^ 
Indians were not to blame; and ihat we must Ijoktooar 
offloera if we have been injured. Ue knew not whether d 
was the act of our officers alone, or the joint act between 
them aud tha chief, or how, or by what means, Uiefrandis 
peri>etrated ; he was satisfied there was a fraud— a gran 
fraud— and the Indians and the government oflteeraii«rited 
the benefit of it, or would if this appropriation waa ma^, 
and he, though perfectly willing to pay the Indiana evey 
dollar to which they were entitled, would never give fc^ 
vote for any such claim. Fraud vitiated every act am 
which it entered, and the govemsteat was bound by m 
principle to sanction it in any maonar whaiwrer. 

The relations of the govemmaotwith the Indians was 
whoUy different fi«m that existing between indcp«atea 
governments, or between individuals; and the priiK-iple< 
applicable to the latter CHsee. which had been urged with m 
much eamestnocs, were not applicable to the former. Tim 
government had always acted as the guardism of the Ii^iaaf, 
and in our intercourse with them, we were bound t« are 

C'ice done them as well as to ourselves, if the valuaticB 
been made so palpably flagrant against the interests af 
the iDdidUR, it wooJd certainly nave been the dnty of Ceo- 
gress to rectify suchan error, and so we ahonld now do a 
behalf of the government. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs have considered the 
whole matter involved in this amendment maturely, aa< 
were satisfied that the first valuation waa grossly ttvoAt- 
lent; that the second valuation probably exceeded gieaitr 
the roal value of these improveroents; but they had tAoaght 

E roper to offer tbe Wyanaotts the whole valuatioo, as nadt 
y the second commissioners, in full aktisiaction of ail daias 
nnder that treaty, and he had prepared and offered tkt 
amendment to this bill in accordance with their wishes. 

Mr. VANCE contended that the valoationa were not tos 
hiffh, and even if they were a little higher than they on^bt 
to DC, it would be the first time the Indians had ever got tbe 
advantage of the United States. They were remoTU fioD 
the homes of their childhood, and the CTarea of the? 
fathers, and tlie government should not higg^le ^th ihn 
for any little advantage that might be gained by this. 

Mr. ST. JOHN offered some remarks, to ahow that grot 
frauds had been committed, and that the making (he n- 
travagant appropriation asked ibr, would not be lor tbs 
benefit of tne Indians, bnt for cnecalatora. He nastt 
on the best informatiooj thatone ol the comnaisvioncn M 
established a store in the fndian country, where the valas- 
tion was to be made, and sold gooda at high nrices to iW 
Indians, to be paid for out of the sum allowed by the jw- 
emment for their improvement It was not anrprisiof '^ 
the valuation should have baen made so e^mvagicdT 
high. He entered into an examination of each mp^nm- 
ment, ahowing how it was made, and how mnch ft west In 
yottd what could be considered a josl valuation of the ^oCu 
appraised. 

He continued at some length fhrther to oppc»ae this 
amendment. He contended that the amount now proposed 
to t>e paid wonld not go into the pockets of the ladiaas, t=t 
of a special few. 

He said , in relation to a remark charging m. deefre to lepe 
diate the obligations of the government, that tbe peopk^ 
represented were not a repudiating people, but thc^ did c^- 
ject to the payment of so large a aum for the berefit n 
others than the Indians. 

A desultory convfirsation ensued, in whicli Messn- 
VANCE. ST. JOHN, CAVE JOHNSON, BlDUiCl, 
BRGNOLC, and some others, took part 

The committee then voted on the amendment to tte 
amendment, and it was adopted by a m^ority of 75 to 4d a 
reported by Messrs. Johk SvcwAar and Onnnnn,!^ tellrra. 

The question then recurred on tha amendment as 
nd, which was agreed to by a mi^rity of 79 te 41. 
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Mr SAMPLE oA'ered the following ai an additioaal s6c- 
ioo to the bill, which he advocated at lome length: 

That the Secretary of War is hereby authortred to adopt 
uch equitable rule a« he may deem just and proper for the 
laymvnt of the debts ofthenuited bands of Chippeway-, Otta- 
riy, and Potto wattamie Indians as ascertaioen and hxcd by 
;en. Wm. B- Mitchell, undorthe direction of the War De- 
■trtment in IMO, and whose report nas approved hy the 
ski department. And the said Secretary m hereby an* 
tioriied to eHtablish such mie without regard to the order 
)r that puipofc heretofore eitablisbed by the late Secretary 
t War, John C. Spencer. Said debts tfi be paid out of the 
nnaitiei of the Indians. 

>1r. JAM£SON thought they had tpent already too much 
ime on this bill. He would therefore move that the com- 
littee riib. in order to ofl'et a resolution to terminaie Ihit 
ebntein twenty minuten: but, at request, he declined fur 
be time to press the motion. - 

Mr. McKAY hoped that the amendment would not be 
dopted. 

.Vr. HUGHlilS, from the Committer on Indian ^A'airs, ex- 
loined the action of that committee, and tJieir adverse 
pinion to such a provision as contained in the anteud- 
lent 

Mr. McKAY further opposed the amendment 

Some further couversatioual argument ensued between 
iefsrs. VANCi:, McKAY. and SAMPLE. 

The qnestion was takou, and tb« auieodme&t was re> 
Kted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered an amendment directing 
lie Secretary of War to settle and payout of any mon(*y 
ot othbrwise approuriatetl, the expenses incurred in the 
artitiou of lands of the Stockbridge Indians, under the oct 
f 8d of March, 1813, on the same principle as similar set* 
iementsand {layments of the Brolhertown Indians, under 
le act of March, 1830. 

After a remark, or two by Mr. J. in support of the amend- 
lent. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was agreed 

D. 

Mr. McClelland moved to lay aside this bill, to take 
p a bill which he named, but which the reporter could 
M hear. 

Mr. OTDDINGS took the floor, and spoke against the bill, 
latnly on the ground of certain objectionable itema therein 
ontained; reviewing also the history of our past, and exam- 
ig the features of our present Indian policy. 
One of his objections wsm that appropriations were made 
>r objects which the country did not generally nndersland, 
'rom the foundation of the government of the United States. 
Congress has uniformily refused to pay for an^ slaves of 
authem gentlemen, and consequently the claimants for 
laves, have left Congress in disgust, and gone to the ex- 
CQtive departments, who have paid them. Many gentle- 
len hen? were not aware of the prtncipios on which the 
ovemment had steadily and uniformily refuEed to make 
ompensation for slave property. He referred to the case 
ase of Francis Laige, who had a negro, and a horse and 
art impressed a day or two before the battle of New Gr- 
ans, 'ihe horse and negro were killed, and the cart de- 
troyed;and whentthe claim came before Congress, com- 
ensation was allowed for the horse and cart» but Con- 
Ttrss refused to pay for the negro, on the ground that com- 
enratlon ongt not to be made for persons. Notwithstand- 
ig, the executive power hud usurped the legislative func- 
ons of the government, and in paying for slave property, 
ad brought this government- to support the immoral and 
etestable institution of slavcrv. Mr. G. then went onto 
Kplain the treaty nnder which Indiana are com]>elled to 
ay for property stolen by them; and wont into a statement 
I relation to claims that had been made on the ('reek In- 
ians by the slaveholders of Georgia for nei^rocs that had 
inaway, and been retained by such Indiana, ibr which they 
'ere made to pay mora than three or four times the value, 
lu money having been deducted out of their annuities. 
[ealso stated that the slaveholders of Georgia, not sat* 
fied with lliis, claimed $14.«,a00, which was in the hands of 
le govenunent, belonging to the IndianK; and a committee 
r tliid House, a majority of whom were slaveholders, 
lAde a report containing the monstrous proiiositlonthat 
liii ^149,000 should be aj)propriated to those slaveholders 
r Georgia, as a compensation for the value of the child- 
10 that would have been bom ol their runaway negro 
omen, had they remained in slavery. 
This pro|>Of ition w^ so monstrous that it was not adopt- 
I by the Houiic. Now, it woulil be asked what had all this 
' do with the bill before the committee. Why, a number 
' negroes who ran away in Florida, and Bed to the Remi- 
>Ie bands, intermarried witli these Indians, and many of 
« chiefs had negro wives and negro children. Now, when 
* Florida Indians were subdued, and were about to be re- 
eved from that Territory, they refused lo go into the dis- 
ict allotted to the Creeks, because they demanded that 
ley should surrender up their negro wives and children to 
lem, on the ground that they hatf been, prior to this, com- 
>lled lo pay for runaway negroes three or four times as 
uch as tner enght to have paid. It was to these points he 
id called the attention of the committee, and be wished to 
dl the attention of the coantry. He desired to call the at- 
ntion of the executive department, and the people, to the 
ettbat legislative functions had been usurped by the VX' 
:utive within the past few years in a manner never he- 
re known in ihe country. 

Mr. BLACK desired to say a few words, not in reply to 
legentlemanfrom Ohio, because he didnot consider it ne- 
issary to reply to him. That gentleman had been used up, 
id kicked about in ever^ comer of the House too often for 
im to think it w-orth while to notice him. The course of 
lat memt»er bad been sach that, if the colony of Monrovia 
as one of the appendages of the government, end he was 
resident of the United Mates, he would send him there: for 
I did not knowamanin the United States that wonld be 
Jtter fitted for the society there. The speech of the mom- 
trwas an old suiig that he had often sung before, and al- 
ays sunff the worse every time he repeated it He re- 
emberof four yean ago when the member stood in 
eepy hollow there, and delivered the same speech; 
U it waa a much better speech then thah now, 
icause it wai new. Did not the gentleman remem- 
n- bow he replied to him, and told him that slavery was 



no evil, and that the people of Georgia did notconsiderit 

as an evil? He would tell him now that they did not con- 
sider it an evil. Did the gentleman contradict him? If the 
gjcntlenian thought that the people of (J«org)a, or a single 
Ailitary district of Georgia, thought slavery an evil, tie 
would yield him the floor to enable him to sa/ so and give 
his autnoritv for it 

Mr.OIDDlNGS rose and said: Have I the floor, Mr. 
Chairman f 

Mr. BLACK. I yield the gentleman the floor for that 
purpose only— to reply to my question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 have the ttbor, I believe. 

Mr. BLACK. To reply to that question elily. I retain 
the floor, so that I can answer him. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I intend to reply at length. Mr. O. 
then made afiiw remarks, which the' reporter did notdia- 
tinctly hear, when 

.Mr. BLACK rose and said he had yielded the Moor to the 
gentleman to answer one aln^le question. He had told him 
that the i>eople of Georgia did not regarft slavery as an evil, 
and that he would yield him the door la deny it if he 
thought proper. For no other puq>ose would he yield him 
the tloor. 

.\:r. GtDDINOS wonld say, with all due deference to the 
House, that he did not think it incumbent on him to answer 
the low, dirty, and vulgar tirade of abuse that hnd been 
heaped on him by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Black] 
This was not a place fbr statesmen to indulge in or reply to 
such laaguage. He came not here— the people he repre- 
sentcfl never sent him here — for any such purpose; for, 
when they sent thcirufrvants here, they expected them to 
speak on ^ubjectt interesting to them and to the nation. 

j\Ir. BLACK here called on the gentleman to answer hU 
question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS continued. The people expected their 
representatives to speak of the manner in which the money 
drawn from their pockets bad been paid over to the slave- 
drivers of Georgia, without refen^nce to the low and vul- 
gar tirades of abuse that might be uttered on that floor. 

Mr. BLACK again called on the gentleman to answer his 
question. 

Mr. GIDDINGS continned. He said that, In conaeqneaee 
of paying the slaveholders of Georgia for unborn children 
that were never begotten, [laughter]— when the govern- 
ment took from his coustituentti their money for this exe- 
crable j)urpoBe, they expected that he, their representative, 
should speak of it in the terms it deserved. It was true that 
he did, four years ago, bring these facts to the notice of the 
House: and now many of the wportcm were there who no- 
ticed what he said? How many members were there who 
knew them/ Had the press thundered these astounding 
facts in the oars of the people of the North? He thanki-d 
bis God that the time was coming when the presj would bo 
obliged to speak out on this subject. The North was wa- 
king up, and would, before long, demand that this govern- 
ment should no longer taoction the immoral and inhuman 
institution of slavery. 

In reference to the gentleman's question he would say 
that be had no idea that the people of his district should es- 
timate the value of southern slaves, bom or unborn, be- 
gotten or unbegotten. That waa the gentleman's pecuKar 
buafness, and to him he would leave it But. (said Mr. G.,) 
when he calls on us to pay for them, then it becomes the 
duly of ever>' northern man to speak out, and to let the 
country know that their rights are thus trampled on. The 
frecmer of the North, whigs or democrats, when they find 
themselves taxed, and their money taken from them to pay 
for southern Klaves, expected their reprcscntaliven to raib'e 
their voice against it. 

He proceeded to say that he and his friends did not inter* 
fere with, nor encroach on the rights of the people of the 
South; and if the gentleman from Gcoi^ia could show 
that it was their duty to interfere with the institution of 
dlavery, let him do so. 

Mr. K.J. BLACK asked the gentleman from Ohio to an- 
swer the question, and discuss the point which he bad put 
to him. He had spoken fifteen minutes without touching 
the point, whether the people of Georgia or any portion of 
them denounced slavci^ as an evil. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he was not the representative of 
Geoigia. 

Mr. C J. BLACK then called the gentleman from Ohio to 
order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he had the floor, and he would not 
yield it until he had exhausted bis hour. 

Mr E.J. BLArK said he had only yielded the floor fora 
particular object, and if the mcmhe'r from Ohio did not in- 
tend to touch upon that, he (Mr. B.) should claim the 
floor. 

The CHAIRMAN stated the gentleman from Ohio bad re- 
fused to accept the floor, otherwise than unrestricted; and 
to this the Chair understood that the gentleman from 
Oeoivia assented. 

A long conversation ensued, and various appeals were 
taken, and ultimately the decision of the Chair was re- 
versed, and the floor was restored to the gentleman from 
Oeoigia. 

Mr. BLACK then resumed. He said it might be that he 
was in error, when he undertook to speak to or of the mem- 
ber &om Ohio: The member from Ofaio had complained 
that he had been assailed in a low, dirty tirade. 

He (Mr. B) did not regret the lantruaee he had used to 
that individual; he only regretted that there waa occaafon 
or necessity to speak to, or of hihi, at all. on this floor. No 
well bred man could speak to, or of tliat individual, or even 
look at him. without becoming low and dirty- lie (Nlr B) 
was sorry the occasion required him to repol the slanders of 
the member from Ohio on the people that he (Mr. B.) repre- 
sented in part. He regretted that thn thousand and one 
slanders of the member from Ohio against the people of 
Georgia, required that he Khould notice that member at all- 
The member from Ohio talked about hU character; and yet 
how often had he stood there and told the most mar^elloiTS 
stories about the oppression of the staves? But the other 
day that person told an anecdote, on this floor, of a slave 
who first attempted to cut his throat, and afterwards drown- 
ed himself in yonder canal, from fear of bein^ void by his 
owner. Now he (Mr. B.) had made it his business to inves- 
tigate this matter, and he had ascertained that It waa false 
from be^onlsg to end. Uc had ucertained that the negro 



fellow, for whom the gentleman had expressed so much 
cynipalhy, so far fVom drowning himself under the influence 
of an apprehension of the renewed horrors of slavery, pn- 
tonded to cut his thron*, but cutting only a small piece of 
the flesh, which a surgeon sewed up ogein; he was sold, 
and has now a master. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. That is another case. 
Mr. BLACK said it waa the identical case, and the gen- 
tleman had i]nj)osed upon the House in relation to it. Ihat 
negro was a fellow of the worst character; he had fretjucnt- 
ly run awey from master, stole everything he couid lay his 
hands upon, and was wholly unmanageable. That was a 
specimen of the negroes for whom the nympathies of the 
member from Ohio were excited, and whom he selected ss 
examples of the horror* ol slavci; . Why.' did the member 
from Ohio not recollect that he htul been charged with 
going upon the comnion here, and putting in a clDim to a 
wagon that was used for stealing negroes— which had 
been used clandestinely for that purt>ose/ The manwhote 
wagon it was, was -named Torrey, a worthy associate, end 
co-mate, and co-laborer of the member IVom Ohio— a man 
who was now in the Marj'land penitentiuiy. If he were 
pvrinitted by the nites of the House, he would say the mem- 
ber from Ohio otight to bo along with him. [Laughter] 
He knew if such a tiling could t>e put to the vote of thJi 
House, that he would be keeping company with the Bev. 
Mn Torrey. But the member from Ohio talked about hfe 
character! Now he «Rked that member if he had not folded 
fipa calico frock, and sent it under frank through the post 
oflice as a public document. The member from Ohio taUted 
of "garments dyed with blood.''*and that had reminded him 
(Mr. B.) of this calico garment. And how wa« that dy*d? 
It had the dye of fraud upon this government upon it, and 
the member from Ohio after that should not come here and 
talk about morality. 

. The honoraltle gentleman made some further remarks, in 
which he told the member from Ohio to go home to his peo- 
ple to ascertain if he had any character there: for befoie 
God and the country, he (Mr. B.) declared that he had none 

here. 

Mr. McDowell inquired if all this was f n order. 
Mr- GIDDINGS. Oh. It Is very intereiiting indeed. 

Mr. BURT entrealedhis friend fromGeotgia not to pti&h 
this matter further. 

Mr. BLACK resumed. He had no more to say on that 
point. Ho regretted, as much as ih6 gentleman from South 
Carolina could do^ that ho had been led to refer to the mem- 
ber from Ohio. Since 1839, vear after year had the gentle- 
man from Ohio indulged in slander on nie people he (Mr. 
B.) represented, and nod ?Bid that thev were slave dealers, 
and men who had no regard for morality or humanity. Day 
after day did southerr men sit there and cower under the 
assaults — ^the mendacious assaults, of northern r'.cmbers. 
He spoke not of t'le member from Ohio alone, but ol mem- 
bera who presenti>d abolition jtetlUons on this floor, which, 
If they were carried to Georgia or Mouth raroHna. and read 
to meetings there, it would be worth the life of the man 
who dared to slander thus the people there. When such 
assaults were committed, should hu sit silently and take 
what his people would not take? Civilitv to tncso people 
waa but "tlirowlng pearls bciorc 8win<;"thc only way waa 
to pay them back In their own coin. He remembered, in 
1889, the member had clmrged the whole people of Geoivia 
with having imttigntcd the Florida war hy a theft on the 
Florida Indians. He (Mr. B.) had felt it incumbent on him 
at thst time, amid a storm of order, to viudicaie his people, 
and give the lie direct to the gentleman from Ohio. His peo- 
ple at home would have done it, and wonld have even gone 
further— to the extent, as he bad then told the member, of 
inflicting the Lynch law upon him. There una not a mem- 
berfrom the South or southwest on this floor, wlio, if the 
member from Ohio were to walk up to him on the avenue, 
and read him a paper as personal as ninc'tenths of the abo- 
lition petitions presented nerc. would not knock him down in 
his trackf; and he (.Mr. B.) would not pumiider his natural 
rights here, by refraining to repel such slanders upon the 
honor of his constituents. 

The gentleman had objected to the bill, and contended 
that a portion of the money due should be detained fiom 
the Indians for the slaves that they had stolen away. Thus 
(Mr. B. argued) the ecntleman himself would encouraeo 
tlie Indians in these thefis. It was such n case as was made 
outfor Rev. >Tr. Fairbanks and Aliss Delia W'elster in Ken- 
tucky; on which case Vr B. commented. This Delia AVeb- 
ster, Mr. Torrey, Mr. Walker, and others, were in the peni- 
tentiary; and when the member from Oliio was returned to 
the twenty-ninth Congress, no doubt that tie young mem- 
bers would be regaled by many sad and (Iflfful jeremiads 
upon the fate of Qie?c martyrs to the cause of human liber- 
tyl The gentleman's cbora'ctor, and the stalcncss of these 
charges, should be exposed to them. 

Mr. B. having concluded. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, after several fointsofor^ 
der. the committee rose and reported nrogiess. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, a re»iofution was adopted to 
terminate all debate in committee on this bill in fwcnly 
minutes after it should again be tiken up in Comjwitteo of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr McKAY moved that the House again rwolve Itself 
into Committee of the AVhole on thq state of the Union. 

Mr. C. SMITH moved that the House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; and being ta- 
ken, resulted— yeas 73. nays 89. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the Honse again resolved it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the fciatcof the Inion 
—Mr. ViKTort in ftiechair— and resumed the consideratiou 
of the above bill. 

Me. McKAY explained that the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. OiDDixoi] was undrr very great mi«ai»prchenMon con- 
cemlng this bill. The '^m from the CommisBioner of In- 
dian Affairs forthe purchaf.e of negroes, and - for impoitant . 
services rendered." did not come into tht ordinarj- appropri- 
ation Mi!s. In Febni-iry, 1S*I, Congress, ;t the instanf^c of 
northern gentlemen— he believed "a distinguished gentle- 
man from Vermont— appropriated $100,000 for the removal, 
subsistence, and benefit of sueh Semioole Indians as should 
surrender for emigration. The construction put upon that 
act, in March, 1841, under the administration of Gen. Harri- 
son, admitted a very broad discretion in regard to it Mr. 
BeU, Secwtftjy of War. a few days after, uiaed instnictiOM 
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to CoL Worth, eommanding oScer in FloMd*, in regard to 
thew negroM, who haU run awEjr from their mutera in 
Florida, tliat they might pay their ownen for them. There 
were anomber of lho«e alares (»ay about nine) that 
had ran away from their maaten, and went to the Seminolei. 
They, the Semipoles, refuted to come in, and enter into the 
treaty, onleu a stipulation wa« entered into by General 
Worth that these tlavei thould aocompany them when 
they were removed. 

Mr. OlDDINUS laid he wai satiified with the gentlemanv 
explanation. In the ordinary ditcharge of hia dutiet aa a 
repreientatlve on that floor, he assured the committee that 
while he did not claim to be above any member there, he 
did not admit himsels to be inferior to sny one. Hit people 
were an independent people, and their representative was 
as much entiUed to respect at any other member on this 
floor. 

So far as regarded character and standing, he would say 
that it was for his sonstituents to Judge ifhowas worthy 
to represent them. If they should thrust hi^n aside as on- 
wortny to represent them, he would have nothing more to 
say. If his course o» that floor had been Such as to meet 
the condemnation of his constituents, and to cause them to 
thrust him aside, heshould hide his head wHh shame. The 

Sentleman from Ueorgia would make Us own application of 
lis remark. Coming here, condemned as he was by the 
people he represented, saying that he was unworthy to rep- 
resent dtem any longer, and then to talk about character: 
The gentleman taned about knocking him down. Did he 
think the people he represented wouldsend a coward berel 
One gentleman had once dnwn a Bowie knife on him, and 
others had used menacing and insulting langvage towards 
him. Did gentlemen think to brave the freemen of the North 
because we are modest and unassuming, and disapprove of 
fighting duels? Did the gdntleman talk aboutkttocking him 
down, because he dared to do his duty on that floor? mere 
Mr. Black, who was in the aisle immediately behind Mr. 
U., made some remark about knocking down which the re- 
porter did not hear.] Mr. G. continued. He had never seen 
an infemal coward that did not talk loud 

[Mr. Buci was here observed rushing into the bar to- 
wards Mr. O., with a cane npnised, but was seized end 
withheld from enteringthe bar by Mr. Hsmmett and other 
southern gentlemen. There was much noise and confusion 
at this lime, with frequent calls to order. Whentha uproar 
sjbsided—l 

Mr. 8ETM0UR moved that the committee rise. 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Oid- 
discs] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MoKAY hoped the gentleman from Ohio would not 
indulge In any more personal allusions. 

Mr. OIDDINOS continued. As regarded the anecdote he 
told the other day of the slave who drowned herself in the 
canal, he had it from the best authority— one of the purest 
and best of men, whose word was unhrenally believed. As 
regarded the fnnUng story, he declared, before God,llnt the 
inwnoos falsehood originated In this hall, and was repeated 
here. It never was bMird of before it was repeated on that 
floor. As regarded the wagon story, he contradicted that 
infamous falehood last year, when it was put forth in that 
House. He challenged all creation to show tljat he ever 
had any knowledge of that falsehood till be waa charged 
with it by a gentleman on that floor. 

He had no more to say in reply to say in reply to the 
assaults of the gentleman from Georgia. They were worthy 
of the source from whence tliey came. It was a new en 
in the history of legislation, when assaults such as this 
were permitted nn that floor. He blushed, and felt hum- 
bled for his country and the character of her statesmen, 
when such scenes were permitted to occur. Did any 
man pretend to say that the facts be bad sUted, and every 
word he had nut forth, was ndt dictated by sincerity of 
heart, and could not be proved by the records of the gov- 
ernment? When he saw the manner in which the money 
drawn flrom the pockets of his constituents was expendea, 
he felt it to be his duty to speak. oat, and expose it to the 
indignation of the world. 

!&. LEVr obtained the floor; but yielded it to— 

Mr. BLACK, who said he regretted very much that the 
slang tad obloquy that fell on his cars from the member 
from Ohio, not long ago, should so far have operated on 
hfm on him as to have put his feelings beyond his own 
control. He would only now say, that whenever a jtenf/e- 
»an should think proper to use such language in reference 
to him, he should be found to conduct hlmsell in a manner 
that would redound to his own credit, and meet the appro- 
bation of his constituents. Those who beard him. could 
nndentaiid him, and those who did not appreciate his mo- 
tives could try him. 

Mr. L^VV made some remaHu in explanation of the ap- 
propriations that had been giade for the Florida Indiaiis; but 
aewas not heard sufliciendy to be correctly reported. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee rise and report 
the blU^ which motion was carried. 

The committee rose and reported the bill to the House 
with taveial amendments. 

Mr. DILLIITOHAM then obtained leave, and moved a ra- 
consideration of the vote yesterday, laying the gradnation 
land bill on the table; and the further consideration of that 
motion was postponed to Monday next. 

Mr McKAY called for the previous question. 

Mr. VANCE asked the gentleman to withdraw the call 
for the previous question to enable him to submit the amend- 
ment of his coUa^oo, [Mr. ScHcifcK,] is relation to the Wy- 
andott improvements, to the House. 

Mr. McKAY declined. 

The previous question being seconded, 

Mr. VANCE called for tlie yeas and nays on ordering the 
main qoestiott, which were ordered; and that question waa 
taken and decided in the tfllrmative— yeas 103, nays 44. 

The amendments were then concurred Is; the bill was ar> 
dered to be engrossed for.a third reading, and it was read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. JAMESON desired to report some bills from the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

Mr. HUDSON moved an adjournment; which was agreed 
to. 

The Hoose then adjourned. 

The foUowing notioea of petitloiis, preaenled to-day, 



were handed to the repoiteii by the members presenting 

By Mr. I. E. MORSE: The peUtion of Charles Cappel of 
Maiisville, l-oui»lana, praying for a conflrmatiob to a tract 
of hmd: referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. 8CHENCK: The petition of Mathias Oisb, and 
338 other citiiens of .Montgomery county, Ohio, praying 
for «n appropriation to comiiiete the Cumberland Read: re- 
ferred to the Committee on uoads and Canals. 

Br Mr A P. STONE: The memorial of James Bussell 
and 69 other citisens of the State of Ohio, praying CoDgnss 
to furnish said Kussell with the means to construct a naUon- 
alplanetarinm St Washington. 

By Mr H. DODGE: The petition of 144 citizens of the 
Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for the establish- 
ment of a moil-route commencing at Piairieviile, via Oen- 
nesee. Eagle, WbHewatcr, Fort Atkinson, 8ncll"a Lake, 
Mayhews, aiid Cottage Grove. tO .Madison, the seat of gov- 
ernment in said Territory: referred to, the Committee oo 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

IN SENATE. 
Friday, February 7, 1845. 

Mr. McDorriE resumed liis seat to day. 

The PRESIDENT jpro fern, laid before the SeruUe 
a message from the Piwident, commnnicating, in 
complisne with a resolution of the Senate of the 5th 
of December last, a copy of the proceedings in the 
case of inquiry into the official conduct of Silas 
Reed, the surveyor general of Illinois and Missouri, 
and certain information in relaticfti thereto. 

Also a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of 10th December last, a report 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting furtlier 
correspondence touching the relations between the 
United States end the republic of Mexico. 

Oil motion by Mr. BENTON, ordered to be 
printed. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting, in compH- 
anoe with a resolution of the Senate of the 18th of 
April, 1844, information in relation to the expedien- 
cy of a new collection district, with a port of entry 
at the Cedar Keys, and exhibiting the amount of 
the revenue accruing in the district of St Marks, 
and the expenses of collection, annually, from 1840 
to 1844. , , , 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a'memorial from a 
number of citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylva- 
nia, representing that they are opposed to the an- 
nexation of Texas, and to the extension of slavery: 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also presented a memorial from u number of citi- 
zens of the county of Mercer, Pennsylvania, asking 
that tlie laws of Maryland and Virginia, now in op- 
eration in the District of Columbia, so &r as they 
countenance and enforce the institution of slavery, fa« 
replied; and that slavery be abolished in the Terri- 
tory of Florida; and that every attempt to annex 
Texas to the United States be resisted. 

The question of reception being raised, onmotion, 
it wttts ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a memorial from the citizens of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
thcpassage of an y act of Congress for the annexation 
of Texas to die United States: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also presented a memorial from Henry Butler, 
asking that Congress may set apart a portion of the 
Territory of Oregon, for the purpose of colonizing 
the black population of Pennsylvania therein: or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial of a 
number of citizens of the Territory of lowit. pray- 
ing that the Congress of the United States will grant 
a portion of their land for the purpose of enabling 
the people to improve the navigation of the Des 
Moines river in that Territory: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Also presented a petition from A. H. Triplett 
and others, of Daviess county, Kentucky, praying 
for a reduction of the rates of postage, and the abo- 
lion of the franking privil^e: ordered to lie oo the 
table. 

Also presented resolutions of the l^rislature of 
Kentucky, giving the consent of that State to the 
United States, for the purchase and holdijw; of land 
at or near t-ouisville, and at Paducah, Kentucky; 
and instructing the senators, and requesting the 
representatives from that State, to use their exer- 
tions to procure the passage of a law making an ap- 
propriation of money to erect hospitals on said land, 
for which object the purchase was made: read, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. LEWIS presented a petition from Nancy 



CoKmer, the widow of the late Geo. Colimer, pay- 
ing for the passage of a law authorizing her to brin; 
into the United States, from Texas, certain slaves: 
referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. PORTER presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of Michigan, instructing the senators and le- 
qoesting the representatives from that State to ate 
tbiur influence to procture the passage of a law giv- 
ing that Slate the right to sell and convey the sak- 
spring lands, to make them available for the pur- 

Pose of the grant: referred to the Commitle* on 
ublic Lands. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Joseph 
Norman and other residents of township 32, pray- 
ing that they may be allowed to relinqiush the 16th 
section, set apart for school purposes, and to enter 
section 19, in said township, m lieu thereof- 

Mr. ARCHER pr«Knted a pelitioa from difTer- 
ent parts of the county of Lancaster, Pennsylrania, 
asking for rs&rm in the naturalization laws: icficr- 
red to the Judiciary Committee. 
OREGON BILL. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the select cooMnittee to 
which tmM referred the bill from the House to or- 
nnize a tenritorial government in the Territory d 
On»on, and for other purposes, reported the same 
back with an amendment. 

On moUon by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files tite petition of 
Aaron Weeks and Nahum Ward. 
THE VOTE FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRKS- 
lOBNT. 

Mr. WALKER, from the cOmmiUee appointed 
on the part of the Senate to join such committee as 
might be appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to ascertain and report a mode ri 
examining the voles for President ana Vice Prestdei! 
of the United Slates, and of informing tjie perwn 
elected of their election, reported in part the follo«- 
ing resolution: 

lUiiUfi, That the two Houses will sssembte in <it 
chamber of the House of Representatives, on Wednesds; 
the lith day of February, 134s, at 13 o'clock; that oore f«- 
son be appointed teller on the part of the Senate, and lm» 
persons l)e appointed tellers on the part of the House. » 
malie a list of the votes for President and Vice Presideliie 
the United States, as they shaU be declared; tfcat tli» rmi 
be delivered to the Prcsidt-ut of the Senate, who will s> 
nouucc to the two Houses assembled as aforesaid, the stsu 
of the vote, and the person or persons elected, if it sh^t?- 
pear that a choice hath been made, agreeably to the cojmU^ 
tution of tlie United States; which annunciation shall U 
received a sufficient declaration of the person or peivra* 
elected;and that the said proceedings, together with a ti^^ 
the votes, be entered on the Journau of the two Houses. 

The Senate, having considered the reaolulica, 
concurred therein. 

It was then ordered that Mr. Walker be the tel- 
ler on the part of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, the previoB! 
orders of the day were postponed, and the joint res- 
olution for the relief ot Seth M. Leavenworth mm 
taken up for consideration as in commiuee of tk 
whole. 

The joint resolution authorizes the Postmasu 
General to ascertain, and to pay Seth M. Leavai- 
venworth, the amount of damages sustained by bio 
as contractor for carrying the United States mail, u 
consequenceof the transfer of hia contract to ano- 
ther. 

After a few remarks by Mr. JARNAGIN, in op- 
position to the bill, and by Mr. NILES exrdais- 
tory of it, it was, on motion of Mr. HANNEGATf, 
ordered to lie on the table. 

• The joint resolution to suspend a part of the thin 
section of the joint resolution of the Hth SrolcD- 
ber, 1841, relating to armories, so as to enable the 
work on the naval depot at Memphis, Tennessee, n 
progress, was read the third lime, and passed. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
JoHNioK yesterday, was taken up for consideralicii. 
viz: 

RaeUti, That there ba ftimisbed, for the nee of the Sn- 

ate, the further number of copies of the db^ of Tci- 

as, which has been engraved for the Senate, prondsd the* 
be furnished at a price not eaceoding that at which the so- 
ditional copies heretofore ordered were limited. 

Mr. JOHNSON remarked that he had lutd a T«t 
number of applications for a copy of this map. li 
was a document very much sotight after, in tb« 
South especially. He did not receive a letter wbiti 
did not contain a request for a copy. He therefrn 
would move to fill the blank witli 15,000 copies- 
Mr. TAP? AN suggested that 5,000 copies woul^ 
be sufficient. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired what would be the ei- 
pense per copy. 
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Mr. ASHLEY remarked tbat he introduced the 
formeriesolution on tbe subject of printing this map. 
He believed that resolution provided that the ex- 
pense should not exceed 12 cents per copy. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he would like it better if the 
map showed more correctly the boundaries of Tex- 
as — that is, Texas as she was when a State of 
Mexico, and befere she acquired her independence. 
He hoped the resolution would be so amended as to 
require that the boundaries of ancient Texas should 
be well defined on the map. He then went on to 
state what were the true boundaries. 

The question was tllen taken on filling the blank 
with 15,000 copies, and decided in the negative — 
ayes 14, noes 18. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved 10,000 copies; which mo- 
tion was agreed to — ayes 19, noes not counted. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to 

On motion by Mr. PORTER, it was 

Rtulrti, That the Secretary of War b« directed to send 
to the Senate any cbmmunicatibn or report recently re- 
ceived at the departmenl from George w. Cunningnani, 
Ufa minaral agoot, containing inibniMtian relative to the 
copper mineral region of Lake Superior. 

The PRESIDENT pro tan. laid before the Sen- 
•ate a copy of the report from the engineer's depart- 
ment on the military defeaceii of the coontry; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the United 
Slates, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 4lh instant, information 
coooeming the nature of the employment of Duff 
Oreen in Texas; which was, on motion of Mr. 
ARCHER, ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the War Department, show- 
ing the contracts heretofore made for the removal of 
the Choctaw Indians; which, on motion by Mr. 
JARNAGIN, was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

The bill from the House making appropriation 
for the support of the Indian D^panmant, was read 
tvice end referred to tfte Committee on Indian 
Atfairs. 

Several other bil!B <ioi.i Uie . .use we^e Mod 
twice and appropriately referred. 

The bill to quiet the title of certain lots in the 
town of Perrysbui^ and Croehansville, Ohio, hav- 
ing been returned from the House with an amend- 
ment, was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, leave wa« 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition of 
Martha Lemon. 

Mr. WHITE presented joint resolutions of the 
legislature of Indiana, instructing the senators and 
requesting the representatives from that State to 

J>racure the passage of a law making a grant of 
and for the purpose of completing certain roads in 
the county of Brown, in that StatA which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

POST-OFFICE BILL. 

The general orders havins been announced, the 
unfinished business of yesterday was resumed, being 
the further consideration of the bill to reduce the 
rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the 
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the preven- 
tion of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office 
Department. 

The CHAIR stated the pending question to be on 
concurring with the committee of the whole 00 the 
adoption of the amendment, which was, on motion 
of the senator from Connectieut, [Mr. Nilk«,] added 
te the bill as additional section, providing for the 
classification of the railroads by which the mail ia 
sent, and limiting the contracts to be made with the 
proprietors l» the Postmaster General, to f200 per 
mile for the first class, $100 per mile for the second, 
and |50 per mile for the thini class of railr(»ds. 

Mr. HUQER moved to amend that section by 
striking out the words "two hundred dollar*" for 
the first class, and inserting "the sum now allowed by 
law." He explained that the railroad company 
which carried the mail now between Weldon and 
Wilmington, on the southern route, had ascertained 
that it could not be done for $225 per mile, and 
wished to give it up; but the Postmaster General did 
not conceive he was at liberty to let them ofTftom the 
contract, and they were now carrying the mail at • 



loss to themselves. The effect of his amendment 
would be to leave it in the power of the Postmaster 
General to increase the sum — not to exceed $300 
per mile — allowed as the maximum under the. exist- 
in» law. 

Mr. NiLES opposed the amendment. The Sen- 
ator tmm South Carolina would gain nothing by 
this motion. The existing law allows tmly 25 per 
ceit. over the expense of carrying the mail by stage 
route; and in no instance was there anything like 
$2<X) T<er mile paid to stage contractors. There was 
no definite law allowing $300 per mile for one mail 
daily on any railroad line. 

Mr. HUGER quoted the existing law, which 
reads, "net exceeding $300 per mile on any railroad 
route for the conveyance of one or more mails daily 
by said route." 

Mr. NlLES contended that the department had 
uniformly construed that law to apply to more than 
one mail daily. It never was acted upon in refei^ 
ence to a sinde daily mail. 

Mr. HUGER insisted that the words of the act 
were explicit, and showed that ttie true construc- 
tion was to apply it to one mail daily if 'the Post- 
master General found it necessary to do ao, or to 
more than one. 

After some discussion between Meesn. HUGER 
and NILES on this point, Mr. HtroBR's amendment 
was adopted. 

The amendment, as amended, was then eoneuired 
in. 

Mr. BAGBY now proposed to amend the bill in 
the 8lh section, after the concluding word "mem- 
ber," by inserting, "and they shall have the right 
of firanlung their own letters during the whole year, 
as now provided by law." 

Mr. MERRICK explained that this was the seo- 
tion which entitled membeia of Congress to receive 
postage free, cmd the effect of the amendment would 
be to allow them to send their own letteia free du- 
rira; the whole f tm. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the yeaa and nays- 
on this amendmeni, ud they were oroe^d. 

Mr. BENTON nifi it waa only to permit mem- 
> htTS to send written letters. 

The question was then taken and reaulted— yeaa 
32, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS— Meun. Allen, Aihley, Atehiion, Bagby, B«^ 
row, Bate*, Beaton, Berrien, Chaste, Colqaitt, Crittea- 
d«n, Evana, Fofter, Hannegan, Haywood, Johnaoa, Phelpa, 
Porter, Semnle, Sevier, Simmona, and Woodbri^gs— 33. 

NAYS'-Heaara. Atherton, Breeae, Buchanaa, Claytoo, 
Diz, Dayton, DiekiniOB, FUrteld, Francia, Hendenoo, Ha- 
ger, Ilnntington, Jamagin, Mancnin, Menlck, MUler, NUea, 
Pearce, Sturgeon, UphMi, aad Woodbury— 31. 

So the amendment viras adopted. 

Mr. BAGBY moved to amend the same section 
in the 8th line by insertii^ after the word "receive" 
the words "and send." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. FOSTER advocated the further amendment 
of the bill, so that either the franking privilege 
would be restored to deputy postmasters whose 
compensation did not amount to $50 a year, or that 
the same compensation which they received during 
the fiscal year 1844 should be made good to them in 
future. His object was to prevent the breaking up 
of those small post oflices which were so necessary 
and indispensable in sparsely settled districts. 

Mr. F. reduced his proposition to the form of an 
amendment, to the effect, in substance, that when 
the compensation of deputy postmasters shall fall 
short of that which they received in 1844, not ex- 
ceeding $50, the difference shall be made good out of 
the postage he receives, even if the deficiency amounts 
to the whole postage- he receives, but in any case not 
te exceed his receipts. 

The subject was further debated by Mesara. BU- 
CHANAN, MERRICK, and SEVIER. 

Mr. JOHNSON concunred in the opinions ex- 
pressed, that the privil^e which had been taken from 
the postmasters was mors important than the 
compensation which was afforded them in this 
amendment. He would, therefore, pr^r seeing it 
restored to them. The franking privilege waa a 
mat object to country poetmaatera, and a great in- 
ducement to them to lake the offices. He saw no ob- 
jection in allowing them to frank their lelten. He 
would confine the privilege, howerer, to laMn writ- 



ten and received by themaelves. This he would 
preftr to the amendment offered by the senator from 
''Tennessee; but if it did not prevail, he would vote 
for ihe amendment, as he did not desire that these 
postMasters should perform their services entirely 
without ca as p ensation. 

Mr. FOSTER observed tbat that would accom- 
plish every object which be had in view. He had 
apprehenaed that there was such a repuenance to 
the franking privilege in the Senate that there waa 
no possibility of any success with this proposition; 
but he would be perfectly satisfied with it, and in- 
deed prefer it to the amendment which he had of- 
fered himself He was willing to allow to every 
postmaster whose compensation did not exceed $25 
a year, the franking privilege; and his reason- was, 
that, in order to keep up these offices, there must be 
an inducement held out to the postmaatera in the 
shape of a compensation for their trouble in open- 
ing and despatching the mails. Persons would 
take the office when they enjoyed a privilege 
which related to their own business. It waa 
a great object in passing tliis bill, to sustain these 
country post offices in some form or other- The* 
must be sustained. He would vote for no bill whicn 
would deprive the people of the benefits of these 
establishmenls. He warned gentlemen, who 
laughed at these things, 'that they would not be 
quite so well pleased at the coneequenees, if they 
snoold pass a dQI which would fail to sustain these 
post oflices. In the thickly settled portions of the 
country there were mails twice or three dnea a 
a day, and never leas than cUe. His fiiend f>om 
Arkansas had said that the people in his JHrt of the 
coantry considered theraselvea very fortdnate in 
receiving mails once or twice* week. Well, would 
you cut down diese establishments in^he sparsely 
settled portions of the Union, and deprive the 
people of tbe ineadaable benefits in a so- 
cial and nioraL ^int of view jrhich re- 
auU.froiQ the diljeminBtion of knpwMpe and in- 
VfondBtionamoMSt'them? He yaald Tote against 
the lidl in tinylDrro, turiess it proteoMdf these coun- 
try paipoflicest He wkI reaay add willing to go 
Bore liisn Mfwayin aaataiiubg them, by meet- 
ing their expenses; and if it waa the desire of the 
Senate to accomplish his object by any other amend- 
ment than that proposed by himself, he would 
gladly accept it. He thoo^t it probable that the 
chairman orthe coimnittee, aom hia range of knowl- 
edge upon that subject, might be able to suggest a 
plan; and he hoped that gentleown would intiodnee 
aome proposition of the kind. 'Without a provi- 
aion in the bill, having a view ttf that object, be 
would vote against it entirely. 

Mr. MERRICK expressed his disapproval of the 
proposition to sllow these poatmasters the franking 
privilege as a mode of compensation, on the ground 
of the uncertainty and diinculty attending a correct 
knowledge of their actual receipts. How was it 
possible to ascertain what he receives.' Nobody 
knew but the postmaster hiinself. Besides it could 
not be expecteJ that every postmaster throughout the 
conntry could tell who was, and who was not en- 
titled to the privilege. Suppose a postmaster in 
some town in Maine should receive a letter franked 
from one in Arkansas: how was he to know whether 
that postmaster's receipts gave him a right to fhink 
letters? It was impposaibw to get at the fiust, and it 
would of course be attended by great abuses. The 
proposition therefore fitiled, and would not eflect the 
object for which it was designed. He proposed the 
amendment offered by the senator from Tennessee; 
and thought it would oe as good a way of accom- 
plishing the desired object as could be adopted. 

The discussion of this poittt was fVirther contin- 
ued by Messrs. JOHNSON, NILES, FOS- 
TEILMERRICK, BENTON, CRITTEMJEN, 
WHITB. and SIMMONS, during which varioua 
modificationa were suggested, approved, and re- 
veraed, till at laat it was agreed to put the question 
on the originalproposition, on which 

Mr. FOSTER demanded the yeas and nays, 
which ware ordered. 

The vela waa then taken, and resulted, yeaa 18, 
nays S7, as follows: 

YEAS— Meaan. Aahley, Bagby, Barara, Benton, Breeao, 
Colqaitt, Ciittsnden, Festsr, Hogwr, Johasea, Uwit, r 
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fum. Merrick, Morehead, fctree, Blr**, Slmnont, umI 
Woodbridge— 18, 

MAY»— Meitn. AtobUoD, Atherton, Bmt», Berrien, 
CliOfttc, Clayton, Dix, Dayton, Dicltinion, F.tuu, Fairfield, 
Francia, Hannoffan, Haywood, Huntington, Miller, Nilei, 
Fhalpi, Porter, Bemnle, Sevier. Sturgeon, Tappan, Upturn, 
Wouw, White, and Woodbmy— 37. 

So the amendment wm rejected. 

Mr. FOSTER now moved to amend the 6Ui sec- 
tion, 10 that postmiBStera not receiving more than 
fSO a year compensation aball be allowed to frank 
their own letters. He could not support the bill, 
nor would the public sanction it, if it, oroke up the 
small post offices of the country. 

Mr. MERRICK pointed out the impossibility of 
passing sUch franks throu^li the mail. How, he 
asked, -would a ^stmasier in Maine know whether 
a postmaster in xennessec, franking his letter, had 
^|50 a year compensation or not, or whether he was 
entitled to fratik or not' Besides, bow was the 
franking postmaster to know, till the end of the 
year, whether he was entitled to fttmk or not' 

Mr. FOSTER contended that he would be a 
sworn officer, and could not exercise the privilege 
wrongfully without violating his oath. 

Mr. WHITE suggested that all postmasters 
whose compensation did not exceed (200 should be 
entitled to th; privilege. 

Mr. BENTON thought the simplest way would 
be to authorize the Postmaster General to mcrease 
the mte of compensation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he would suggest to 
his friend from Tennessee [Mr. Fostib] whether 
it would not be better, instead of conferring these 
emoluments to the amotmt of fSO absolutely upon 
the postmasters, as the amendment provided, to au- 
thorize the Postmaster General to make an allow- 
ance to them not exceeding that sum.' He had no 
doubt the Postmaster General could get many per- 
sons te take the office for less than |50. There 
were individuals who were glad to have those offices 
where the em(duments did not amount to half the 
sum. He knew af a case in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of the charming city of Nashville. He 
had occasion, last summer, during a journey through 
that neighborhood, to go to uie post office called 
"White Streak," which was seven miles off. The 
roads were very muddy, and he had considerable 
difficulty -in getiiug there. When got there 
there was not a letter in the mail bags, and 
there had not been one for a month. 
It was late at night when be arrived at this place. 
The postmaster had g;one to bed, and refused to give 
him any supper. He perceived that the mail bags 
were not out of the wagons, and inquired about this 
curious fecu '-Why, sir," said the man, "we don't 
take the begs out at all. We don't even look into 
them." It was so seldom they received anything in 
them that they did not deem it worth while looking 
into their mail bags! That was one of the Tennes- 
see post offices. Now, he was entirely unwilling to 
give this postmaster $50. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BEINTON now moved to amend the 6ih sec- 
tion by a provision that the Postmaster General 
shall be authorized, where the compensation of a 
deputy postmaster may be less than $25 per annum, 
to increase the, rate of bis compensation, not exceed- 
ineSO per cent, on tha letter postage of that office. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. ATHERTON had offered an amendment 
yesterday, which, in the form then put, was not in 
order. He now submitted it as a distinct proposition 
of amendment. It was, in the first section, to insert 
that the rate of postage on letters conveyed by mail 
any distance not exceeding 50 miles, shall be three 
cents. , 

. Mr. FOSTER asked, was it in order to propose 
again an amendment before rejected? 

The CHAIR said the amendment in the form 
now put was in order. 

Mr. ATHERTON uic;ed the necessity and great 
iniportance of this amendment. On short distances 
now the postage was only 6| cents. The only re- 
duction tne bin would anord would be 1 j cent on 
letters sent less than 30 miles. The reduction on 
great distances would be from 35 to 5 cents — a man- 
ifest injustice. In one case the relief would be 20 
cenls,.and in the other only 1^ cent. Besides, it 
was on short distances that competition had to be 
put down, which could be done only by a reduction 
to 3 cents. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed the amendment. It was 
in view of obtaining one uniform rate of postage at 5 
cents that 10 cents had been struck out. He would 



much Fkthsr have the 10 cents lestored than admit 
this amendment. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the yens and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted — yeas 
17, nays 29, as follows: 

TEAS— Meaan. AUea, Aihstten, Bates, Bayard, CUyton, 
Dickinion, Evans, Fairfield, Fnncia, HonUngtvn, ianufin. 
Miller, Niiea, Fhelpi, Upham, White, and Woodbury— 17. 

NAYS— Meiin. Aihley, Atohiion, Bagby, Barrow,' Ben- 
ton, Berrien. Choata, Colquitt, Crittenden. Dix, Foater, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, 
McDutBe, Mangum, MerriclE, Pearce, Porter, -Semple, Se. 
vier, Siranons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Wood- 
bridge— 89. 

Mr- SIMMONS moved to amend the 6lh sec- 
tion, by adding to it the following: 

"And the Postmaster General is hereby required te cause 
accounts to be kept of the postage tliat would be cbargea- 
ble at the rates prescribed in this act upon all matter pasa- 
ing free throng a the mail, according to the provisiona of 
this act: and the snins thus diargeable shall lie paid to the 
Post Olnce Department from the contingent funda of the 
two Houses of Congress, and of the departments of the gov- 
ernment, for which such mail service may have been per^ 
formed-, and where there is no such fund, that they be 
paid out of the treaaury of the United States." 

His object was to make those who got the ser- 
vices of the department pay their just proportion for 
its support. He did not wish to see the system of 
cheap postage broaght into disrepute by the false 
' charge of being dependent on the treasury. Let the 
treasury pay into the department the postaees of 
the public service, and then cheap postage will have 
a fair trial. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. ATHERTON sug^Mted a necessary amend- 
ment m the first section, in consequence of a oni- 
form tate of postage having been adopted. 

Mr. MERRICK said the senator wm right: it 
was a mere verbal correction. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HUGER remarked that, in 1636, Congress 
passed an act confering the frankine privilege on 
Mrs. Madison. It was a token of admiration and 
respect, not only towards that distinguished lady 
herself, but to the memory of a good and great man 
who had filled the presidential chair. It appeared 
to him most ungracious now to withdraw that token 
of respect. He hoped an amendment would prevail 
to continue that privilege. 

Mr. MERRICK suggested a modification inclu- 
ding the widow of Gen. Harrison. 

Mr. HUGER accepted the modification. 

Mr. SIMMONS hoped the President, Vice Presi- 
dent, ex-Presidents, and ex- Vice Presidents would 
be included. 

[Here a senator from his seat said, "and candi- 
dates for the presidency!" which occasioned some 
laughter.] 

Mr. CRITTENDEN concurred very cordially in 
the proposition of the senator from South Carolina, 
and the modification. He should also concur in the 
I suggestion of the senator from Rhode Island, if 
limited by name to those Uving who have filled those 
high offices; but to do it in this wholesale way, by 
conferring the privilege on ex-Presidents, ex-Vice 
Presideiits, their widows, and so on, would only 
require a step further, and confer it on their children 
and grandchildren. It is not the paltry saving that 
gives the thing value, but the graciousness of the 
compliment. Make it thus indiscriminate, and the 
compliment to the individual is taken away. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that, literally, it 
would be to require the treasury to pay the postage 
of those individuals; for, according to the amend- 
ment of the bill made by the senator from Rhode 
Island, the Postmaster General is to cause an ac- 
count to be kept of free matter going through the 
mail, and when there is no contingent fund to pay 
the postage, it is to be drawn firom the treasury. 

Mr. MERRICK had not urged the proposition. 
He had only read the portion of the bill stricken 
out, which, to effect the object proposed by the sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, should be restored. 

Here suggestions were made to confer the compli- 
ment by name on the ex-Presidents — Mr. J. Q,. 
Adams, Mr. Van Buren, and General Jackson. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had not the least objection 
to the thing in that form. 

The question was put simply on adding to the 
bill a proviio that "nothing in this act sh^ul affect 
or repeal the acts conferring the franking privilege 
on the Widows of ex-Presidents Madison and Harri- 
son;" and it was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. MERRICK now called for the yeas and 
uKfB OH ordering the bill to be engrossed. 



Mr. JOHNSON hoped the bUI would not thii 
evening be put beyond the stage of amendment. Hr 
desirea time to consider it He was not satisfied 
Aat he could support the bill after so radical a 
change of the rate of postage. 

Several senaton said Uiere was no occasion for 
the yfas and nays on the question of engrossment. 

Mr. MERRICK hod no wish fcr them. He with- 
drew his call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to fay th« bill on the 
table. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senate would sot 
agree to do that Let the question be taken on en- 
grossing; the bill this evening. 

The action on Mr. Jobmiovs's motion to lay 
the bill on the table was taken, by count, and re- 
sulted — ayes 31, noes 30. 

Mr. MERRICK expressed his extreme dissatis- 
fhction at this course. He considered it opening up 
the bill aeain to an interminable debate. 

Mr PEARCE moved a reconsideratioii of the 
vote just taken. 

It was reconsidered by unanimous consent. 

The bill was then onlered to be engrossed, ani 
read a third time by an almost unanimous vote. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, at this late hour, wooW 
not ask the Senate, pursuant to the notice he had 

fiven yesterday, to go into executive seaauxn 
ut he said he should m^e that motion to-morn>« 
as soon as the post office bill would be diaposed o(. 
The Senate then adjourned. 

. HOUSE OF REPRESENTAITVES. 
Fbidat, February 7, 184S. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and aipproved. 
On themotion of Mr. LBVY, it waa 
Rtflvti, That the Seorelaiy of Warbe instiweted to r- 
port to this Hoose the progreaa made in the foitifcatioaa a 
the Florida reet, and an estimate (or conlinning tisasa. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The House agreed to suspend the rules for ha^ 
an hour for the reception of reports from staDdiq^ 
committees that would not give rise to debate, airi 
the following were presented: 

Mr. WELLER, from the CommiUee of Wap 
and Means, asked to be discharged from the fbrtte 
consideration of the memorial of Wm. Depew for i 
reduction of duty on Madeira wine; which wia 
agreed to, and the report was laid on the table. 

Mr. THOMASSON, from tha Committee a 
Claims, made an adverse report in each of the sfv- 
eral cases of John Stein, Thomas Thompson, Jo- 
seph Paxton, and Samuel A. Morse; which vtn 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On the lauer case Mr. SHBPAKD GARY sub- 
mitted a minority report; which was laid on tb 
table. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH, from the aame comoit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of John W. Hoek- 
ett, and it was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

He also made an adverse report in the caae of the 
heirs of Mary Kerr, and it was laid upon the table 

Mr. BOWXiN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of John R. "Williams, 
and it waa read twice, and committed to the C<n- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. PH(ENIX, from the Committee od Coo- 
merce, reported back Senate bill relating to reve- 
nue cuttera and steamers; and it was read a tkiri 
time, and passed. 

Mr. McClelland, from the same commitm 
leporied a bill making appropriations for the ece- 
structinn of a canal round the fidls of St. Marv. 
and to improve the navigation of Red nver; maii-- 
was read twice, and committed to the Co>mmtn«( ai 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Cob- 
merce, reported a bill for the erection of a emass- 
house at Savannah, Georgia; and it watt read twkc. 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole as 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee <■> the 
Public Lands, reported back Senate bill to quiet tbi* 
titles to certain lots of lands in the towns of P wn» 
burg and Crogfaansville, in the State of Ohio, vith's: 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to, and tite hiO wi' 
read a third time, and passed. 

On the motion of Mr. DUNLAP, the Commiik' 
on Commerce was discharged from the cooaadnab'v. 
of the petition of B. B. Swasey; and the petitic.-? 
had leave to withdraw his petition and SMcomnwy 
ii^ papers. 
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Mr. J. W. DAVIS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported the bins following: 

A bill to relinquish to the inhabitants of the par- 
ah of Plaquemines, in the State of Looisiuia, a cer- 
iain lot ofiand. 

A bill supplemental to an act for laying off the 
owns of fort Madison and Burlington, in the coun- 
y of Desmoines, and Xavraa of Bell view, Dubuque 
md Peru, in the county of Dubuque, Territory of 
IVisconsin, and for other purposes, approved 3d 
luly, 1836, and the amendatory acts niereto, ap- 
>roved March 3, 1837, with a report accompany- 
iigbill No. 587; which bills were sevenlly read a 
irst and second time, and conunittsd; the firat to the 
^mmittee of the Whole House, and the second to 
he Cummittee of the Whole on the stale of the 
Jnion, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GiUNNELL, from the committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported, with an amendr 
nent, the Senate resolution in favor of David Shaw 
ind Solomon T. Carter; which was committed to 
be Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
le printed. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the 
'udiciary, reported, without amendment, Senate 
)ills — 

For the relief of Miles King and his assigns; and 

For the relief of Asa Andrews, with an uniavor- 
ible report on the last bill; which bills were referred 
the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, from the same committee, r«- 
wrled a bill to regulate the salaries of the district 
udges of the district of Illinois and Indiana; which, 
in motion of Mr. D., was referred to tb« Committee 
if the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. FRENCH, from the same 
ommittee, they were dischar^d from the consider- 
ilionofthecaaeof Benjamin Fry, of J. H. Over- 
itreet, and of George B. Didlakr,jmd they were laid 
in the table. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, from the same commit- 
ee, reported tebiU for the relief of the heirs of Philip 
I. Rice; which was twice read, referred to the 
Ommittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
irinted. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Ifiairs, reported a bill for the relief of J(^n Hollis- 
er and others; which was twice read, referred to 
he Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
leprinted. 

On motion of Mr. HUGHES, from th« same 
«mmittee, the committee were discharged from the 
iirther consideration of the petition of Wm. J. 
?ine; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. BAKER, from the same committee, made an 
idverse report on the petition of Fleming Wood; 
vhich was laid on the table. 

The allotted half hour for the reception of reports 
sxpired. 

Mr. VANCE obtained the floor, and moved that 
be House proceed to the consideration of private 
tills, being the regular order for to.<lay and tomor- 
ow. He, however, yielded the floor to Mr. Bduu. 

VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 
DENT. 

Mr. BURKE made the following report from the 
ommittee appointed to ascertain and report a mode 
if examining the votes for President and Vice Pren> 
lent of the United States: 

The cammitteo on the pert of the House of BepreieDta- 
irei, appointed to join luch coniinittlee as mwht be sp. 
wbted on the part of the Senate to ascertain ana report a 
DOde of examining the votes for Preiident and Vice Presi- 
lent of the United States, and of informing the persons elect- 
id of their election, report — 

That the joint committee, in part execution of the dutiea 
rith which ibey were chained oy the two Houses of Con. 
[Kts. have acreed to the following resolutton; in which 
taolntion their committee rvcommend t« the House to oon- 
:un 

Rttolted, That the two Houses will assexohle iSx the 
rhamber of the House of Representatives on Wednesday, 
he IMi day of Fsbrnary, 184A, at 13 o'clock; that one per- 
no be appointed teller on the part of the Senate, and two 
^nons be appointed tellers on the part of the House, to 
nakc a list of the votes for President and Vice President of 
:he United States, as they shall be declared; that the result 
be delivered to the President of the Senata, who will an- 
Wttnoe to the two Houses, assembled as aforesaid, the state 
>f the vote, and the person or pereons elected, if It shall ap- 
iiearthat a choice hath been made agreeably to theconiti- 
lution of the United States; which annunciation shall bo 
leemad a snflicient declaration of the person or persons 
elected; and that the said proceedings, together with a 
list of the votes, be entered on the journals of the two 
Rouses. 

Mr. B. said as the Joint Committee had reported 



a similar resolution to the Senate, which would 
probably be adopted by that body, he moved that 
It be pnnted, and laid on the table until the resolu- 
tion was received from the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The floor was next awtuded to 

Mr. DUNCAN, on whose motion the rules were 
fiirther suspended for half an hour for the reception 
of reports. 

Mr. CLINCH, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill providing payment for cer- 
tain military services in Florida. 

Also, a bill to establish a military asylum for the 
relief of invalid soldiers. 

Both which were reported to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Slate of the Union; the usual 
number of each, and on motion of Mr. C. by gener- 
al consent, 3,000 extra copies of the latter, onlered 
to be printed. 

Ou motion of Mr. FISH, from the Committee on 
Military Aflairs, that committee were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Elizabeth Campbell, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. ATKINSON, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, that committee were dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Francis Holton; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. ATKINSON also made an adverse report on 
the petition of Jane Baker; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SIMPSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to provide for the preservation of the 
public steam-ships by the application of Raub's 
and Barnum's seu-acting safety valve to prevent ex- 
plosion of steam-boilers, accompanied by a report 
m writing; wbirii was twice md, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. STEWART, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of mechan- 
ics and laborers in the navy-yard at Washington; 
which was laid on the table. 

' On motion of Mr. S., the committee was dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Samuel Colt; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. p. L. SEYMOUR, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made an adverse report on 
the Senate bul, making compensation for pension 
agents; which bill and report he moved to lay on 
the table. 

Mr. WELLER moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion of Mr. Seymour, after some con- 
versation, was withdrawn, and that of Mr. Wel- 
LER was agreed to. 

Mr. SEYMOUR also reported a bill for the re- 
lief of William Couch; which was twice read, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the WhoktHouse, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, the bill from the Senate entitled An act re- 
stricting the grant of pensions in certain cases, with 
an amendment thereto. Mr. S. moved the adoption 
of the amendment and the passage of the bill. 

After some conversation it was laid on the Speak- 
er's table for thepresent. 

Mr. M. BROWN, from the same committee, re- 
ported the bills following: 

A bill for the relief of George Rouse; 

A bill for the relief of Lucy Davis; which bills, 
with the accompanying reports, were referred to the 
Committee of thb Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN IOWA. 

Mr.OWB^, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, report^ a bill making appropriations for 
certain improvements in the Territory of Iowa; 
which was read twice, and refemd to the Cma- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMBNTa IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. OWEN, from the same committee, reported a 
bill making appropriations for improvements in 
Florida; which was twice read, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

STATISTICS. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Select Committee on Sta- 
tistics, made a report. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN WISCONSIN. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting a certain quantity 
ofiand to aid in the improvement of the Fox and 
Wiwwnain rivets, to coiwect the bmim by a canal 



in the Territory of Wisconsin: read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the same committee, rfr- 
ported a bill for the relief of John G. McLeod, at 
Iowa; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

COUNTY SEAT. 

Mr. JAMESON, fVom the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting to the county of Bates, in the 
State of Missouri, the right of pre-emption to a 
quarter section of Itmd for county purposes: read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be printed. 

LEGISLATiniE OF WISCONSIN. 

Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on Territp- 
ries, reported a bill making appropriations fur the 
expenses of holding sessions of the legislaUire of the 
Territory of Wisconsin in DecemMr, 1843, and 
January, 1844: read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to beprinted. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill in regard to 
the railroad leading from Jackson, through Brandon, 
to the western boundary of Alabama, reported the 
same with amendments; and the same was lefernsd 
to the Committee of the Whole on die state of the 
Union. 

LIMITS OF GEORGETOWN, D. C. 

Mr. STETSON, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported, without amendment, llie 
bill to alter the corporate limits of the town of 
Georgetown, D. C; and the same^ by general con- 
sent, was carried through its di£rerent stages, and 
passed. 

CLAIMS ON MEXICO. 

Mr. 0. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which bad been referred the 
bill to provide for the adjustment and settlement of 
the claims of American citizens on the republic of 
Mexico, reported the same without amendment; and 
it was refened to the Committer of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

DEFENCE OF BALTIMORE. 

Mr. Ji P. KENNEDY presented a memorial of 
the mayor and city council of Baltimore, brought on, 
as he said, by a delegation appointed for that pur- 
pose, praying for appropriations for the defence of 
that city: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

On motion by Mr. VANCE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. 
WcLLEa, of Ohio, in the chair,) for the purpoae of 
proceeding with the private calendar, and the fol- 
lowing bills were laid aside to be reported to the 
House: 

A bill to extend the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and returning surveys to the 
land once. 

A bill for the relief of Elliot Smith and Nathan 
Famsworth. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Forsyth. 

A bill for the relief of Ira Baldwin. 

A bill for the relief of Stanley White. 

A bill for the relief of Georgetown, in the Dtatrict 
of Columbia. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker, of 
Baltimore. 

A bill for the relief of James Curwen, surrtving 
partner of Curwen & Willing. 

A bill for the relief of Jaaher Adams and John 
Adams, jr. 

A bill for the relief of Harvey d^ Slagg. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Boston. 

A bill for the relief of Bennet M. Dell. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Morrell, administra- 
tor of Joseph Icard, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Adino Goodenough. 

A resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to 
pay any balance tliat may be due the Shawnee In- 
dians who served in the Florida war. 

A bill for the relief of William Gove. 

A bill for the relief of Lot Davis. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Nock. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Rhea. 

A bil^for the relief of Walker, Kinkle, and Ca- 
ruthers. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph and Lindsay 
Ward. 

A bill for (he relief of Edward A. Lambert. 
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A bill for the relief of James S. Campbell. 
An act granting a pension to James Duffy. 
A bill for the relief of Susannah Soott. 
A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Fitch. 
A bill for the relief of the legal representaUTea of 
Alexander Mitchell. 
A bill for the relief of Aaaac AUen. 
A bill for the relief of Philip Schwartztrauber. 
A bill for the relief of EUjah Blodget. 
A bill for the relief of Daniel Homans. 
A bill for the relief of Richard Elli«tt. 
A WU for the leUef of Wm. Rich. 
An act (from the Senate) for the relief of J. Mo- 

A hiU for the relief of the Bank of the Metro- 
polis. „ 
A bill for the relief of Wm. Gump. 
A bill for reUef of John Ficklin. ,. , . 
An act (from the Senate) for the relief of James 

An act (from the Senate) for the relief of Gideon 
Batchelder and others. 

A bill for the rdief of Arthur R. Frogce of Fen- 
tress county, Tennessee, (with an amendment, on 
motion of Mr. Collom, reducing the pension grant- 
ed from J15 to |10 per month.) 

A bill for the relief of Asenath Orvu. 
AbiU for the relief of the sureties ofWiUiam 
Estes, late paymaster of the 4th regiment of Virgmia 
troops, slaUoned at Norfolk during the last war. 
A bjll for the relief of March Farnngton. 
A bill for therelief of Henry N. HaUted. 
A bill for the relief of Justin Jacobs. 
A bill placing the name of Benjamin Allen upon 
the invalid pension roll. 
A bin for the relief of Harrison Whitson. 
A bill for the relief of Isabella Baldridge, widow 
of Captain John Baldridge, deceased. 
A bill for the relief of John H. Mcintosh. 
A bill for the relief of George WentUng. 
A bill for the relief of Jaoob L. Vance, of Ohio. 
A bill for the relief of Charles R. AUen, of Rich- 
mond, Viiginia. _ 
A bin for the,re1ief of John P. Converse. 
A bill supplemental to the act for the relief of 
John Hollingsworth, of Blount county, Alabama, 
approred 28m June, 1838. 
A bill for the relief of John Boyd. 
A joint resolution for the relisf of Sellers and Pen- 
nock. , „ 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Ramsey. 
A bill for the relief of George B. Russell. 
A bill to pay CapL John B. Crozier's company of 
mounted volunteers, TennesiMe militia. 
* A bill for the relief of Peter Von Sch midt. 

A resolution authorizmg an allowance to Purser 
D. W. Thornton in the settlement of his accounts. 
A bill for the relief of the pnsident, directors, and 
company of the Disiaal SvrMnp Canal. 
An act granting apension to George Whitlen. 
A bill for the rdief of John E. W^ht. 
A bill for the relief of Daniel H. Warren. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh. 
A bill for the relief of Francis Summeraner. 
A bill for the reUef of Joseph Watson. . 
The committee then rose, and reported these bills 
to the House. „ . , ' 

Mr. COBB moved that the Committee of the 
Whole be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill for the relief of the heirs of James C. 
Watson, and that it be laid upon the Speaker's table. 
Some conversation took place between Mr. COBB, 
Mr. GIDDINGS, Mr. BELSER, Mr. VANCE, 
and other gentlemen. 

The motion being received by general consent, 
(Mr. GIDDINGS having withdrawn his objccuon 
on a pledge from Mr. COBB that the bill should not 
be pressed to a passage without affording opportu- 
nity to genUemen interested to give their views 
thereon,) was agreed to; and the biU was laid upon 
the Speaker's table. 

PRESIDENTIAI. VOTES. 
The joint resolution, received from the Senate, in 
relation to counting the presidential votes, was, on 
mouon of Mr. BURKE, taken up and agreed to. 
The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by ibe members 
presenting them: 
By Mr. BOWER: The peUtioD of L. L. Hawkfau, und 246 
■ olhen. praying that a trl-w«kly mail route be MtabUihed 
from t'olumbuS, lUinoit. to Hannibal, in the State of Mii- 
■onri: which waa referred to tha ConmHtae «n the Fott 
pfflce and roit|IU>adf . 



By Mr. McILVAJNE: The petition of citizeni of New 
Caitle county, Delaware, and Cheiter county, Penniylva- 
ni», praying for the erection ofapo«t road from Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, through CentrevUle. PennlTiUe. Hamorlon, 
Kennett Square, to Unionville, in Cheater county, Ponniyl- 

By Mr. HOOE: The petition of 1«8 citizent of the SUte 
of lUlnoit, praying the etttblithment of a mail route from 
Peoria to Albany Tin laid SUte ol ItlinaU, via Mount Hawly, 
Wyoming, Toulon, WcthenBeld, Oeneneo, Sharon, and 
CrandaU^ ferry: referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the lUte of the Union. The peUtlon of 76 ciUuni of the State 
of lUinoia, praying the eatatiUihment of « maU route from 

to Waniaw, in nid State of lUtaioi*, via Warren, 

Shokokon, East Bend, Apanooce, tad Nauvoo: referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the atate of the Union. 

By Mr. 8HF.PARD CARY: The peUUon of Marj- Buck, 
of Bockiport, forapenaion: referred to the Committee on 
RevolutionaiT reniiou. 

IN SENATE. 
Satdrdat, February 8, 1845. 
The PRESIDENT pro. ton. laid before the Sen- 
ate a memorial from the legislature of Illinois, pray- 
ing the passage of an act granting a pension to 
Thomas Morgan: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. , r, j 

Also presented a petition from John Stevens and 
others, citizens of New York, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage to two cents for all parts 
of the United States: ordered to lie on the Uble. 

Also laid before the Senate a report from the Post 
Office Department, showing the number of the fail- 
ures of the mail to and from New Orleans, during 
the last twelve months, and the steps taken by the 
department to correct the evil. 

On mouon by Mr. JOHNSON it was ordered to 
be printed, and referred to the Committee on the 
PostOffice and Post Roads. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorml from 
Jesse D. Elliot, praying for the reimbursement of 
expenses incurred by him while commander-in- 
chief of the United States naval force m the Med^ 
terranean sea, in receiving and entertaining on board 
his ship the chief personages of foreign courts and 
their suite: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. . . . _ .. 

Mr. BATES presented a peUUon from David 
Ames, praying for the fulfilment of the awards of 
the arbitrators for settling certain controversies be- 
tween him and the United States, relative to the 
rights of the respective parties to erect milt dams in 
Mill river, in Springfield, Massachusetts: Hftrred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial ft«m 
several citizens of Wayne county, Pennsylvania^ 
asking Congress to reject all propositions for the an- 
nexaUon ofTexas to the United Slates: ordered to 
lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN. the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
further oJnsideraUon of the biU for the relief of the 
legal representatives of John Hart, deceased, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
John Russel, reported a bill, in addition to the sev- 
eral resolves and acts of Congress providing for, 
or relative to, the grant of bounty lands to the offi- 
cere and soldiers of the revolution upon the con- 
tinental establishment; which was read, and ordered 

to a second reading. ' 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was dischai^ed from the 
further consideration of the memorial of citizens of 
New Casde county, Delaware, praying for the erec- 
tion of a custom-house at Wilmington , Delaware. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Pennsylvania, asking for a change in 
the naturalization laws: referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

On motion by Mr. HANNEGAN, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the joint 
resolution for the relief of Seth M. Leavenworth 
was taken up, and considered as in committee of the 
whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, the bill provi- 
ding for appeals in cases of bankruptcy, was taken 
up for consideration as in committee of the whole on 
an amendment of the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BERRIEN stated the provisions of the bill, 
as fallows: 

"That from the final decree of any dittrict court of the 
United Sutea, aitting a< a bankrupt court, and exercising 
Bummaryjuriadiction inbankrupUy. in any caae brought or 
to be brought by or against a paily who has not proved his 
debt or demand against the bankrupt's eaUte, and who does 



not claim under the bankruptcy, but adveiwlv to it,byiif 
tue of a Stale lien or otlierwiae, where the naitn ii ^^ 
exceeds five hundred dollars' value, an appeal ihilllitbik 
circuit court of such district, under sacb rain ud niiii. 
lions as now are, or lieresiter may be. provided b; jsv fei 
the removal of cases by appeal from the diitrictUAto 
cult courts of the United States; and Itom the toil 4(cm< 
the circuit court, in any such ease so removed, vbstk 
matter in dispute ezeeedatwo tbonaasddoUan'Tilitta 
appeal shall be allowed tu the Supreme Coart oftkcCiM 
States, in the like manner, and under the like nilaiidn^ 
ulations, as now are, or hereafter maybe,pi«rid»lli;ln 
for the lemoval of cases by appeal boa dw wiont 
oanru to tlie said Snpreaw Court.*' 

Mr. B. went on to show that this biU «u iotoi 
ed to carry out the intentions of the oiigiiial In; 
and shewed its necessity as a matter of jwiite. Bi 
said that theobiect of tbe bill was to meetaTBiiii; 
of cases, in whidt summary jurisdiclioD, eonu 
{dated to be given to the district judges byikbui 
rtjpt law in some cases, have been appM « 
cases which did not enter into the contempUuni i 
that law when it was passed by CongieM. 

The amendment of the Judiciary CommittKii 
agreed to, and the bill was reported to theSeai 
and ordwed to be engrossed for a third iwiiif. 

Mr. HAYWOOD called for the yeas smliajii 
the passage of the bill. He expreBedkimtfi 
opposition to the bill, made a legal arguiaeM a^ 
it, and contended that it would, if pissed, lad » 
multitude of suits, and the revivri of ihevkoki! 
gal machinery of Uie bankmptlaw, whichhidta 

"?S[r.*DICKINSON and Mr. BERRIEN ak 
long argument in fiivor, and Mr. CHOATE bij 
position, to the bill, when, on motion by Mr. MB 
RICK, it was laid on the table for the pnwin 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, it wu its* 
that the Committee on Commerce be iMtmiB 
inquire into the expediency of continuing tie • 
lishment of a port of entry at Dumfties, m Ike* 
of Virginia. , 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Dull 
Irict of Cohimbia, reported back, without M 
ment, the bill from the House to alier ibe corpi* 
limits of Georgetown. 

POSTAGE BILL. 
The general orders having been Bnnoiincrf,W 
grossed bill to reduce tbe rates of po»uige,M 
Oie use and correct the abuse of the frankin; p 
ilege, and for the prevention of frauds on th(# 
nues of the Post Office Department, wastakof 
its third reading. _: 

Mr. POSTER called the attenuonof theclijn 
of the Post Office Committee to the sixteenth «■ 
for which there was now no occasion. . 

Mr. MERRICK said it was only by mBitf 
overaight it was not left out. The safmH « 
solely related to forgeries of stampB or o)Tm » 
furnished merabera of Congress ui lieu of UKf« 
lege of franking their lettera. Bui the Saute h« 
thrown out that provision, and reinatateil imp 
ciple of members franking their own M«<^ 
was, of coiirse no necessity whatever for u" 
teenth section. By general consent the fledwi" 
be struck out. 
It was accordingly, by general anom ^ 

Mr. ASHLEY caUed the chairman'. »ilo^ 
the 23d section, [in which, in the Jf«^Z 
amended, there was an ent)r--the hmrtiw«»' 
per mile for carrying the mail on s™' *f "^ 
teing retained, though the Senate W «* 

Mr. MERRICK said it was a mispriat !»• 
crossed bill was correct. . j, 

Mr. HANNEGAN called the ilteDiio««, 
chairman of the Poet Office Commil» !»"" 
sion in the last section, in which U" "?|'"Si 
lege was reserved to the widows of "'v"^ 
and General Harrison. The Senate,"^ 
his impression, and that of mqet senators, w , 
to preserve the privilege to ex-PitsiM»« *" 
Jackson, and Van Buren. , jj 

Mr. MERRICK said the <*>rtecuoB ««" 
made by general assent , 

Mr. BERRIEN SBggpsted that there ««^ 
reason why the President, while laoffice,'"'" 
have the privilege. _ ,^t 

Mr. SEVIER asked, would not ?''^ 
be an ex-President after *he 4ih of M>«^ 
why not name him among the ex-Fn*««, 

Mr. MERRICK said tha^ wbenhepng^ 
terday to include the President and afl a-P^ 
it was in view of that difficulty; but the i^ 
fused to take his proposition. . 

Mr. WOODBURY understood tha^ «"" 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



361 



ssUoD to amend the last section b]r eeneral assent 
>w stoodj the President of tte United States, 
hile in office, was not to have the franking priv- 
^. It seemed stranee to deny it to a President 
office, but gfant it toliini when out of office. 
Mr. MERRICK assured the senator from New 
[ampshire that he saw no good reason Tor it at 
I, but that the Senate had overruled him and made 
<o. 

Mr. FOSTER put it to the Senate— was it con- 
steut with its own dignity not to provide for the 
[tension of the privilege to President Tyler as well 
I other ex-Presidents, when he retires from office? 
it was neglected, it would b« attributed to mo- 
res that he was sure every semuor who beard 
m would acorn to indulge. Everybody knew be 
id his prejudices in that quarter as well as others 
'his political friends; but, on such an occasion as 
is, he was willing to give them up; and he was 
ire such was the general feeling of the Senate. 
&lr. DICKINSON suggested that evervthing 
oposed could be attained by the simple addition 
tne retention of the privilege to the two ladies, 
idows of Presidents, of the words, "to the Presi- 
nt of the United States while in office, and to all 
[•Presidents of the United States and". 
Mr. MERRICK accepted, and recommended the 
'oposition in that form. 

Mr. TAPPAN suggested that the ex-Vice Presi- 
nts should be included. 

Te this 8ugg«8tion there was a manifest oppoei 
)n; so it was not considered. 
By unanimous assent, the amendment by Mr. 
icEiHsoH was made, and the bill was then read 
ODgh a third time, amended, as follows: 

BILL to reduce the rates of postaee, to limit the 
use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, 
and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues 
of the Post Office Department. 
Se it atacUd by the Senate and Home tfRepreaenta- 
ts of the United States cfAnerica in Congrta nitem- 
mI, That, from and after the passage of this act, in 
u of the rates of postage now eatiu>liBhed by law, 
ere shall be charged the following rates, viz: For 
ery single letter, in manuscript, or paper of any 
ad by or upon which information snail be aaktaa 
r or communicated in writing, or by marks and 
pis, conveyed in the mail, five cents; and for a 
luble letter, there shall be charged double this rate; 
d for a treble letter, treble this rate; and for a quad- 
pie letter, quadruple this rate; and every letter oar 
reel not ucceeding half an ounce in weight, shall 

deemed a single letter; and every addkional 
tight of half an ounce, or additional weight less 
an half an ounce, sludl be charged with an addi- 
mal single postage; and all drop letters, or lettera 
iced in any post office, not for transmission by 
lil, but for delivery only, shall be charged with 
«tage at the rate of two cents each. And all let- 
is which shall hereafter be advertised as remaining 
«r in any post office shall, when delivered out, be 
oi^ed wiui the costs of advertising the same, in 
diuon to the regular postage, both to be accounted 
ru other post^es now are. 
Sec. 3. Jndbeit fiirther enatted, thai all newa- 
pers of no greater size or superficies than nineteen 
mdred square inches may be transmitted through 
! mail, by the editors or publishera there of, to lUl 
bicribers or other persons within thirty miles of 
s city, town, or other place, in which the paper is 
may be printed, free of any charge for postage 
latever; and all newspapers of and under the size 
iresaid, which shall be conveyed in the mail at 
y distuice beyond thirty miles from .the place 
lich the same may be printed, shall be subject to 
I latcs of postage chargeable upon the same under 
! thirtieth section of the act of Congress approved 
! thiid of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
enty-five, entitled "An act to reduce into one the 
renl acts for establishing and regulating the Post 
Ice Department" and upon all newspapers of 
laler size or superficial extent than nineteen hun- 
Ml square inches, there shall be charged and col- 
ted the same rates of postage as are prescribed 

this act to be charged on magazines and pam- 
leis. 
Stc. 3. .and be Ufxa-Our enaeUd, That all printed 

lithographed circultuv and handbills or advertise- 
nts, printed or lithographed on quarto post or 
igk cap paper, or papa not lawer than single 
p, folded, directied, and unsealed, shall be chai^d 
ih postage at the rate of two cents for each sheet, 
d no more, whatever be the distanee the same 
>y be sent; and all pctmphlsts, magazines, period- 



icals, and every other kind and description of print- 
ed or other matter, (except newspapers,) which 
shall be unconnected with any manuscript commu- 
nication whatever, and wliich it is or may be lawful 
to trasmit by the mail of the United States, shall 
be charged with postage at the rate of two and a 
half cents for each cony ^sent, of no greater weight 
than one ounce, and one cent additional shall be 
charged for each additional ounce of the weight ot 
every such pamphlet, raagezine, matter, or thing, 
which may be transmitteathrough the mail, what- 
ever be the distance the same may be transported; 
and any fractional excess, of not 1ms than one-half 
of an ounce, in the Weight of any such matter or 
thing, above one or more ounces, shall be charged 
for as if said excess amounted to a full ounce. 

Sec. 4. Jind be U further enacted, That the 
Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, 
authorized upon all mail routes over or 
upon which the amount of matter usually 
transported, or which may be offered or deposited 
in the post office or post offices for transportation is 
or may become so great as to threaten materially t« 
retard the progress Or endanger the security of the 
letter mail, or to cause any consi'lerable au^enta- 
tion of the cost of transporting the whole mail at the 
present rate of speed, to provide for the separate 
and more secure conveyance of the letter mail, at a 
speed at least equal to that at whidi the mail is now 
transported over such route, taking care to allow in 
no case of any greater delay, in the transportation of 
the other mattera and things to be transported in the 
mail on any such route, Uian may appear to be ab- 
solutely necessary, regard being had to the coat of 
expediting its transportation, and the means at bis 
disposal or under his control for effecting the same. 

Sec. 5. .3nd be it further enacted, That the twen- 
ty-seventh section of the act of Congress entitled 
"An act U> reduce into one the severtd acts for es- 
tablishing and r^ulating the Post Office Depart- 
ment," approved and signed the third day of March, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five, and all other acts and parts of acts granting and 
conferring upon any pereon whatever the ri^nt or 
privilege to receive and transmit through the mail, 
nee of postage, lettera, packets, newspapera, peri- 
odicals, or other mattera, oe, and the same are here- 
by, utterly abrogated and repealed. 

Sic £. ^nd be itfitrlher enacted. That, from and 
after the passage of this act, all officere of the gov- 
ernment of theTJnited States, heretofore having the 
franking privilege, shall be authorized and required 
to keep an account of all postage charged to and 
payable by them, respectively, upon lettera, pack- 
agesj or other mattera, received through the mail, 
toucning the duties or business of their respective 
offices; and said accounts for postage, upon being 
duly verified by said officen, respectively, shall be 
allowed and paid quarter yearly, out of the contin- 
gent fond of the bureau or department to which the 
officen aforesaid made respectively belong or be 
attached. And the three assistant postmastera gen- 
eral shall be entitled to have remitted by the post- 
master in Washington all postage charged upon let- 
ten, packages, or other matter, received bV them, 
respectively, through the mail, touching,(^c Dusiness 
of the Post Office Department, or the particular 
branch of that business committed to them, respect- 
ively; and each of the said assistant postmastera gen- 
eral shall be, and hereby is, authorized to transmit 
through the mail, firee of postage, any lettera, pack- 
ages, or other mattera, relating exclusively to his 
official duties, or to the business of tha Post Office 
Department; but he shall, in every such case, 
enaoiae on the back of the letter or package 
BO to be sent free of [postage, over his own 
signature, the words "official business." And 
for any such endorsement falsely made, the 
persons so offending shall forfeit and pay three 
hundred dollara. And the several deputy post- 
mastera throughout the United States shall be au- 
thorized to ehaige, and have allowed to them in the 
settlement of their accounts with the Post Office De- 
partment, all postage which they may have paid or 
nad charged to them, respectively, for lettera, pack- 
ages, or other mattera, received by them on the busi- 
ness of their respective offices or of the Post Office 
Department, upon a verification on oath of their ac- 
counts for the same, and the transmission of the 
charged lettera as vouchera; and the said several dep- 
uty postmastera shall be, and hereby are, authorized 
to send through the mail, free of postage, all lettera 
and packages which it may be their duty, or they 
may have occasion to transmit to any person or 
place, and which shall relate ezcluaively to the busi- 



ness of their respective offices, or to the business of 
the Post Office Departmeat; but in every suck case, 
the deputy postmaster sending any such letter or 
package' shall endorse thereon, over his own signa- 
ture, the words "pest office business." And for 
any and every such endorsement falsely made, the 
person making the some shall forfeit and pay three 
htmdred doUara. And when the commissions of 
any postmaster amount to less than twenty-five dol- 
lara per annum, it shall be lawfal for the Postmaster 
General to increaae the retoof hisoemmissions: Pro- 
vided, That they do not exceed exceed 'fifty per cent, 
on letlerpostage aeeniingat sach office. And the post- 
master Grenerd is hereby required to cause accounts to 
be kept of the post{^ that would be chargeable, at 
the rales prescribed in this act, upon all matter pass- 
ing free through the mail, ascording to the provisions 
of this act; and the sums thus chai]eeable sheill be 
paid to the Post Office Deportment, from the oontin- 
gent funds of the two Houses of Congress, and of 
the other departments of the government for which 
such mail service mav have oeen performed; and 
where there is no such fund, that they be paid oat 
of the treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 7. .Snd be it fwrlker enacted. That the act of 
Congress entitled "Aa act authorizing the govemora 
of the several States to transmit by mail certain 
books and documents," approved June the 30th, 
1834, shall remain and continue in full force, any- 
thing hereinbefore to the contrary notwithstanding; 
and the meroben of Congress, the delegates from 
Territories, the Secretary of the Senate, and the clerk 
of the House of Representatives, shall be, and they 
ore hereby, authorized to transmit, free of postage, 
to any post office within the United States, or the 
Territories thereof, any documents which have been 
or may be printed by order of either House of Con- 
gress, anything in this law to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Sec. 8. And be it JMher enaOed, That each 
member of the Senate, each member af the 
House of Representatives, and each delegate 
from a Territory of the United States, the 
Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, may, during each session of 
Congress, and for a period of thirty days before the 
commencement and thirty days after the end of each 
and every session of Congress, send and receive 
through the mail, free of postage, any letter, news- 
paper, or paclnt, not exceeding two ounces in 
weight; and all postage charged upon any lettera, 
packages, petitions, memorials, or other mattera or 
things, received daring any session of Congress, by 
any senator, member or delegate of the House of 
Representatives, toudiing his official or legislative 
duties, by reason of any exoeas of weight, above 
two ounces, of the matter or thing so received, shall 
be paid out of the contingent fund of the House of 
whidi the person receiving the some maylie a mem- 
ber. And they shall have the right to frank written 
lettera fiom themselves during Uie whole year, as 
now authorized by law. 

Sec 9. .And be itfarthtr enacted. That it shall not 
be lawful for any person or penons to establish any 
private express or expresses for the conveyance, nor 
m any manner to cause to be conveyed, or provide 
for tne conveyance or transportation, by regular 
trips, or at stated periods or intervals, from one 
city, town, or other place, to any other city, 
town, or place, in tlw United States, between 
and from and to which cities, towns, or other 
places, the United States moil is regularly transport- 
ed, under the authority of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, of any lettera, packets, or packages of let- 
tera, or other matter properly transmiiable in the 
United States mail, except newspapera, pamphlets, 
magazines, and periodieab; and each and every per- 
son offending a^unst this proviaion, or aiding and 
assisting therein, or acting as such private •xpress, 
shall, for each time any letter or lettera, packet or 
packages, or other matter properiy transmitable by 
moil, except newspapera, pamphlets, magazines, and 
periodicals, shall or may be, by him, her, or them, 
or through his, her, or their means or instrumentali- 
ty, in whole or in part, conveyed or transported, 
contrary to the true intent, spirit, and meaning of 
this section, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred 
and fifty dollara. 

Sic 10. .and be it fitrtli" enacted, That it shall 
not be lawful for any stage coach, railroad car, 
steamboat, packet boat, or other vebtcle or vessel, 
nor any of the ownera, managen, servants, or 
crews of either, which regularly performs trips at 
slated periods on a post route, or between two or 
more cities, towns, or other places, fr»m one to the 
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other of which the United Slates mail is r^[ularly 
conveyed under the authority of the Post Office De- 
partment, to transport or convey, otherwise than in 
tb« tnail, any letter or letters, packet or packages 
of letter*, or other mailable matter whatsoever, 
except such as may have relation to some 
pari of the cargo of surh steamboat, packet 
iMMt, or other vessel, or to some article at 
the same time conveyed by the same stage 
coach, Tftihoad car, or other vehicle, and excepting, 
also, newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and peri- 
odicids; and for every such ofience, the owner or 
owners of the stage coach , railroad car, steamboat, 
packet boat, or other vehicle or vessel, shall forfeit 
and pay the sum of one hundred dollars; and the 
driver, captain, conductor, or person having charge 
of jmy such stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, 
packet boat, or other vehicle or vessel, at the time 
of the commission of any such offence, and who 
■hall not at that time be the owner thereof, in whole 
or in part, sluJI, in like manner, forfeit and pay, in 
every such ease of offence, the sum of fifty dollars. 
8kc. 11. And be it further tnaeltd. That the own- 
er or owners of Jevery stage coach, railroad car, 
steamboat, or other vehide or vessel, which shall, 
with the knowledge or any owner or owners, in 
whole or in part, or with the knowledge or connivance 
of the driver, conductor, captain, or other person 
having charge of any such stage coach, railroad car, 
steamboat, or other vessel or vehicle, convey or 
transport any person or persons acting or employed 
as a private express for the conveyance of letters, 
packets, or packages of letters, or other mailable 
matter, and actually in possession of such mailable 
matter, for the purpose of transportation, contrary 
to the spirit, true intent, and meaning of the prece- 
ding sections of this law, shall be subject to 
ttM like fines and penalties as are nerein- 
before provided and directed in the case of 
persons acting as such private expresses, and 
of persons employing the same; but nothing in this 
act contained shaU be construed to prohibit the con- 
veyance or transmission of letters, packets, or pack- 
ages, or other matter, to any part of the United 
States, by private hands, no compensation being 
tendei«d or received therefor in any way, or by a 
special messenger employed only for the single par- 
ticular occasion. 

Sec. la. Md he H JVirtAer tnaaed. That all per- 
sons whatsoever who shall, after the passaee «f this 
act, transmit by any private express, or other means 
by this act declared to be unlawful, any letter or 
letters, package or packages, or other mailable mat- 
ter, and excepting newspapers, pamphlets, maga- 
zines, and periodicals, or who shiall place or cause 
to be deposited at any appointed place, for Uie pur- 
pose of oeing transported by such unlawful metms, 
any matter or thing properly transmitable by mail, 
•xceptinf newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and 
periodicals, or who shall deliver any such matter, 
excepting newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and 
periodicals, for transmission, to any agent or agents 
of such unlawful expresses, shall, tot each and 
every ofifence, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dol- 
Uun. 

Sac. 13. JMheUfiuHitr enacted, That nothing in 
this act contained shall have the effect or be con- 
strued to prohibit the conveyance or transportation 
of letters by steamboats, as authorized by the sixth 
section of the aa entitled *'An act to reduce into one 
the several acts for establishing and regulating the 
Post Office Department," approved the thM of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-flye: 
Provided, That the requirements of said sixth seo- 
tioa of sud act be strictly complied with, by the de- 
livery, within the time specified by said act, of all 
letters s% conveyed not relating to the cargo, or 
some part thereof, to the postmaster or other author- 
ized agent of the Post Office Department at the port 
or place to which said letters may be directed, or in- 
tended to be delivered over from said boat; and the 
postmaster or other agent of the Post Office Depart^ 
ment shall charge andcollect upon all letters or other 
mailable matter, so delivered to him, except news- 
papers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, the 
same rates of postage as would have been charged 
upon said letters had they been transmitted by mail 
from the port or place at which they were placed on 
board the steamboat from which they were received; 
bat it is hereby expressly provided, that all the pains 
and penalties provided by this act, for any violation 
of the provisions of the eleventh section of this act, 
■hall attach in every case to any steambsat, or to 
the owners and persona having charge thereof, the 
captain or other person having charge of which shall 



not, as aforesaid, comply with the requirements of 
the sixth section of tlie said law of one thousand 
eight liundred and twenty-five. And no postmaster 
efaall receive, to be conveyed by the mail, any pack- 
et whid) shall weigh more than three pounds. 

Sec: 14. And he U further enacUd, That the Post- 
master General shall have power, and he is hereby 
authorized, to contract with the owners or com- 
mander of any steamboat plying upon the western 
or other waters of the United States, for the trans- 
portation of the mail for aay length of time or num- 
ber of trips, less than the time lor which contracts 
for transporting the mail of the United States are 
now usually made existing laws, and without the 
previous advertisements now required before enter- 
ing into such contracts, whenever in his opinion the 
public interest and convenience will be promoted 
thereby: Provided, That the price to be paid fpr 
such service shall in no case be greater than the 
average rate paid for such service under tht last pre- 
ceding or then existing regular contract for trans- 
porting the mail upon the route he may so for a 
leas time contract for the transportation of the mail 
upon. 

8«c. 15. And he U farther enacted. That "mail- 
able matter," and "matter properly transmita- 
ble by mail," shall b« deemed and taken to 
mean, all letters and newspapers, and all mag- 
azines and pamphlets periodically published, or 
which may be published, in regular series 
or in saccessive numbers, under the same 
title, though at irregular intervals, and all oth- 
er written or printed matter whereof each copy or 
number shall not exceed eight ounces in weight, ex- 
cept bank notes, sent in packages or bundles, with- 
out written letters accompanying them; but bound 
books, of any size, shall not be held to be included 
within the meaning of those terms. And any pack- 
et or packets, of^whatevcr size or weight, being 
made up of any such mailable matter, shall subject 
all persona concerned in transporting tne same to all 
the penalties of this law, equally as if it or they 
were not so made up into a packet or packages. 
But nothing in this act contained shall be so con- 
strued as to prohibit any person whatever fVom 
transporting, or causing to be transported, over 
any mail route, or any road or way parallel there- 
to, any books, marazines, or pamphlets, or hews- 
papep, not marked, directed^ or intended for im- 
mediate distribution to subscribers or others, but in- 
tended for sale as merchandise, and transported in 
the usual mode of transporting merchandise over 
the particnlar route used, and sent or consigned to 
some bona fide dealer or agent for the sale uiereof; 
nor shall anything herein oe construed to interfere 
with the right of any traveller to have and take with 
him or her, for his or her own use, any book, 
pamphlet, maguzine, or newspaper. 

Sec. 16. And he it fiirther maeted. That the term 
"newspaper," hereinbefore used, shall be, and the 
same is hereby defined to ba, any printed publica- 
tion, issued in numbers, consisting of not more than 
two sheets, and published at short stated intervals of 
not more than one month, conveying intelligence of 
passing events, and bona fide extras and supple- 
ments of any such publication. And nothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to prevent the free 
exchange of newspapers between the publishers 
thereof, as provided for under the twenty-ninth sec- 
tion of the act entitled ".A.n act to reduce into one 
the several acts for establishing and regulating the 
Post Office Department," approved the Uiird day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five. 

Sec. 17. And he UfiirlherenaeUd, That all pecuni- 
ary penalties and forfeitures incurred under this act, 
shall be one-half for the use of the person or persons 
informing and prosecuting for the same, and the 
other haft to the use of the United States, and shall 
be paid over to the Postmaster General, and account- 
ed for by him as other moneys of the department; 
and all causes of action arising under this act may 
be sued; and all offenders against this act may be 
prosecuted before the justices of the peace, magis- 
trates, or other judicial courts of the several States 
and of the several Territories of the United States, 
they having competent jurisdiction, by the laws of 
such States or Territories, lo the trial of claims and 
demands of as great value, and of the prosecutions, 
where the punishments ue of as great extent; and 
such justices, magistrates, or judiciary, shall take 
cognizance thereof and proceed to judgment and sx- 
ecution, as in other coses. 

Sec. 18. And he Ufitrther enacted. That it shaU 
be tht duty of the PoatHMSter OeBeial, in all fliture 



lettings of contracts for the transportation of th 
mail, to let tlie same, in every case, to the lowest 
bidder, tendering sufficient guaranties for fsiihful 
performance, without other reference to the mods 
of such transportation than inay be necf-ssary to 
provide for the due celerity, certainty, and security 
of suck transportation; nor shall any new contrac- 
tor hereafter be required to purchase out, or take at 
a valuation, the stock or vehicles of any previous 
contractor for the same route. And all adveruae- 
ments made under the orders of the Postmaster 
General, in a newspaper or newspapera, of letien 
uncalled for in any post office, shall be inserted in 
the puier or pi^[>ers, of the town or place where the 
the office advertising maybe situated, having the 
largest circulation, provided the editor or editora of 
such paper or papres shall agree to insert the same 
for a pno* not gitater than that now fixed by lev; 
and in a case of Question or dispute as to the 
amount of the circulation of any papers, the ed- 
itors of which may desira this advertising, it shaO 
be the duty of the postmaster to reeeive evidcDce 
and decide upon the feet 

Sec. 19. And he itfarther enacted. That to insun, 
OS far OS may be practicable, an equal and just tax 
of compensation, according to the service perfi>nii- 
ed, among the several railroad companies in the 
United States, for the transportation of the malt, ii 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to u- 
range and divide the raibroad routes, includiii{ 
those in which 'the service is partly by railrotil 
and partly by steamboats, into three classes, ac- 
cording to the size of the mails, the speed with whid 
they are conveyed, and the importance of the ser- 
vice: and that it shall be lawful for him to cos- 
tract for conveying the mnil with any such railmd 
company, either with or without advertising for 
■ach contracu Provided, That, for the coBveyaiKt 
of the mail on any railroad of the fint class, healuS 
not pay a higher rate of compensation than is aow 
allowcx] by law; nor for conveying the mail on u; 
railroad of the second class, a greater compenaoticii 
than one hundred doUara per mile per annojn; or 
for carrying the mail on any railroad of the tiiri 
class, a greater compensation than fifty dollara pa 
mile per annum. And in case the Postnnaaier Ga- 
eral shall not be able to conclude a contract forcu^ 
rying the mail on any of such railroad routes, at a 
compensation not exceeding the aforesaid maxiooB 
rates, or for what he may deem a reasonable asd 
fair compensation for the service to be performed, ii 
sliall be lawfVii for him to separate the letter a*i 
from the residue of the mail, and to contract, eitbe 
with or without advertising, for conveying the itaa 
mail over such route, by horee express or other- 
wise, at the greatest speed that can reaaooably be 
obtained; and uso to contract for carrying over sadi 
route the residue of the mail, in wagons or otbe^ 
wise, Ota slower rate of speed: ProvxiUd, Tbsiif 
one-half of the service, on any railroad, is reqtiirai 
to be performed in the night season, it shall be law- 
ful for the Postmaster ueneral to pay twenty-fin 
per cent, in addition to the afore^d moxjinei 
rates of allowance: And provided ftirther, That ifn 
shall be found necessary to convey over any railroad 
route more than two mails daily, it shall be Uwfiel 
for the Postmaster General to pay such additional 
compensation as he may think just and reaaonaUe, 
having reference to the service performed and list 
maximum rate of allowance established in this to. 
Sec. 20. ^nd he it fitrther enacted. That all cmom 
of action arising under this act may be sued, and u 
offendera against this act may be prosecuted, bcibn 
any circuit or district court of the United State*. <x 
of the District of Columbia, or of the Territories oS 
the United States. 

Sec. 31. And he it fialhtr enacted. That for tbt 
purpose of guarding against the possibility of asT 
embarrassment in the operations of the Post OSce 
Department, consequent upon any deficiency of tk 
revenues of said department which may be oca- 
sioned by the reduction of the rates of postage b; 
this act made, there be, and hereby is, appropriaK^ 
the sum of seven hundred and fifty thousand doUan, 
to be paid out of any money in the treasury a» 
otherwise appropriated, and to be placed to the credit 
of the Post Office Department in the treasury of ii< 
United States, to be applied, under the direction a 
the Postmaster General, to supplying any defidcDc; 
in the regular revenues from postage, in the samt 
manner as the revenues of seua department ore ooi 
by law applied. 

Sec. 22. Amdbe it fiirther enacted. That in em 
jthe amount of postages collected from the rates il 
>pOfetage preacnW by this act, with the eumoal «^ 
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ropriation from the treasury of seven hundred and 
fly thousand dollars herein gimnted, shall prove in' 
umcient to defray the expense of the mail service 
hroug;hout the United States, to an extent equal to 
rhat IS now eiijoyed by the public, and also the ex- 
«nse of extendW and enlarging the same in one 
roportion with the increase ana expansion of the 
ovulation,. particularly in the new Slates and Terri- 
}ries, the deficiency that may so arise shall be paid 
ut of any moneys in the treasury riot otherwise 
ppropriated: Prmidtd, That the amount of expend- 
ure for the Post OiEce Department shall not, in 
le entire aggregate, exclusive af salaries of ofiicers, 
lerks, and mes&engers, of the Qeneral Post Office, 
ud the contingent fund of the same, exceed the an- 
ual amount of four million five hundred thousand 
ollais. 

Sec. 33. ^ndhtit Jvrtiur enaettd. That nothing 
I this act contained shall be construed to repeal the 
1W8 heretofore enacted, granting the franking priv- 
egt to the President of Uie United States while in 
mce, and all ex-Presidents of the United States, and 
> the widows of the ex-Rresidents Madison and 
larrison. 

Mr. McDUFFIE, after a few remarks, indistinct- 
f heard, said he regaided it as his solemn duty 
ot only to record his vote, but to protest against 
lis measure. It wa» in vain to disguise its ulumate 
Sect, whatever might be its object. He took it for 
ranted, and could safely say, that whatever inge- 
ious speculations had been heard upon this sub- 
let in support of a low rate of postage as pro- 
ucing a large increase of correspondence, it was 
ery different from the theory which prevailed with 
le same senators upon another subject, (the tariff.) 
le flattered himself that there was not a senator 
ere who really believed that the postroffice estab- 
shment could be maintained under the operation of 
lis lav, without being annually thrown upon the 
ational treasury to the amount of at least from one 

• two millions of dollars. He would not discuss 
lis question as a question of mere reform. He would 
ot discuss it as a question of maintaining the 
listing system undier such modifications as would 
litigate the burdens of the community, without 
estroying the revenue of the department. But he 
bould discuss it as a measure which would throw 
lis department ultimately upon the national treasury 
ir its supporL Insignificant as it might appear to 
>me, in this aspect, he regarded it aa one of the 
lost radical and revolutionary movements in our 
nancial system, ever attempted in the United 
tales. And what was the pretext — what was the 
igeniouB disguise under which gentlemen had pre- 
mted this question to the Senate? To relieve the peo- 
le from their burdens — the burdens of postage, 
[e would venture to say that, of all the biudens un- 
Dsed upon the people by this government, this was 
He the least felt, and the least compltuned of. But 
bw-vie wing this as a question of pay ing the ex penaes 
r the department out of its own income, or paying 
lem out of the treasury — how was it to relieve the 
eople? You relieve a citizen from paying postage, 
id then collect the money from him to pay it into 
le treasury, to indemnify the goverameot from 
•s. What a delusion ! If the amount saved to 
le person by this reduction of duty be equal, fiilly 
lual, to the tax which he pays to the government, 
1 order to enable it to defray these expenses, he re- 
aves no benefit. What was the benefit of taxing 
man to pay money into the treasury, in order to 
lempt him from paying postage.' What did he 
un? What could anybody gain oy such a policy 
I this' It was obvious that if die benefit of this 
eduction were to accrue to the same individual 
ho paid the money into the treasury, he could not 
lin by the reduction; but if the individual who 
as thus benefited was not the person who paid the 
loney into the treasury, then it was unjust. You 
^e the officers of the government the benefit of the 
tifitable agency of coUecting money, and paying it 
to the treasury, that it may be paid out again to 
ke persona it was collected vom m another shape, 

* curtailed by all the expenses of agency. 

But the view of this suhject which struck him 
lOft forcibly was, that, contemplating the effects aa 
ley actually were, this bill was intended to ex- 
npt one large class of the community fh>m 
le burden of postage, and to subject another class 
I the burden of taxation in order to effect this re- 
uction. 

He did not know the existing condition of 
lings in the West. He prestuned that they were 
sry similar to what they were in the South; but he 
new thi»~-t]Mt his constitnents, so &r from ni- 



garding their postage as a burden to be complained 
of, regarded it as almost the. only benefit they re- 
ceived from the financial or general operations of this 
government. 

In the whole region tsf th« West and South the 
population was comparatively sparse; and in those 
thinly populated portions of^the country the distli- 
bution of intelligence was a matter of vast import- 
ance. He thought the Senate had heard something 
in the early stage of this debate, about the import- 
ance of communicating information and intelligence 
to the people of the United States. The greater 
part of the correspondence in this country was car- 
ried on by the commercial and manufacturing com- 
munity. All the agricultural portions of the United 
States weri; made up, particularly in ihe South and 
Southwest, of a population who wrote very few let- 
ters, and received very few. He could not imagine 
an agriculturist who would feel the burden of post- 
age «t all — even if doubled; and he believed he 
had not a constitiieRt who did not pay a 
larger duty upon the salt which he used annu- 
ally, than the sum he paid in postage. He spoke of 
the agricultural portion. Amongst these were 
the cotton planters; and he would venture to say, 
speaking for himself, that if he were to pay the 
postage directly upon every letter which he received 
annually, Ihe duty that he paid upon his cotton bags 
would be one hundred times greater than lus 
postage. 

Now, were the people to be taxed the first 
year of thu experiment two millions, and then four 
millions; and^ in the course of fifteen years from this 
time, ten millions of dollars — all thrown upon the pub- 
lic treasury, to increase the favors conferred, and 
swell the magnitude of that oppressive burden 
which was now thrown upon the agricultural por- 
tion of the community, for the support of the man- 
ufacturers of the North? Was this to be thrown 
upon the people now to relieve those manufacturers 
ot their postage? 

That was the whole matter. The manufacturing 
and commercial portions of the Union were the por- 
tions alone that had raised this agitation about low 
rates of postage. It was with them the excitement 
had originated, and it had been very ingeniously 
distributed throughout the country. Every farmer 
had (6 pay, for the clothes he wore, and for the arti- 
cles he consumed in his family, fifty times as much 
into the federal treasury, out of which that money 
capn'e to support these manufacturers, aa he paid for 
postage. But that the farmer regarded as no burden 
at all. It was no burden to him to pay once or 
twice a week twelve and a half or twenty-five cents 
postage on a letter, and yet he felt it more than the 
|15 or |20 he pays to his (Mr. McD.'s) friend from 
Rhode Island [Mr. SihmonsJ for his calicoes. 

His objection, then, to this bill and the measure 
which it proposed was, that it would certainly throw 
the Post Office Department, or the larger portion of 
its expenditures, upon the Treasury Department. 
He knew of no reason why the postage should be 
reduced below ten cents, uiat would not apply to 
abolishing it altoge^er. Why have any rate at all 
if it was not adequate to the expenses of the depart- 
ment' 

He had shown that the effea of this bill would be 
to throw the burden upon those who ought not to 
pay it, in order to relieve those who, upon every 
principle of human justice, ought to pay it. This 
had been very generally regarded as a question of 
taxation. When a man paid so much into the post 
office for a letter, it was supposed that he was pay- 
ing it as a tax to the government. Now this was 
no such thine. He, (Mr. McD.) no more 
paid a tax wnen he paid the federal govern- 
ment twenty-five cents to enable him to trans- 
port a letter cheaper than he could get it trans- 
ported by a private company, than he paid a 
tax when he paid .a wagoner or boatman to carry 
his cotton. It was not paying a tax, but paying 
for services which the government rendered him, 
and which nobody else could perform upon terms 
which suited him so well. Suppose you make pri- 
vate contmcu for the transportation of your corre- 
spondence : it 'would cost, besides the inconveni- 
ence of having no system at all, three times as much 
as you pay the government. 

This must be regarded as a general system— not 
a system for the benefit of one portion of the Uaton. 
but for all. And he would ask, if we were to regara 
it as a tax, &>uld the imagination of man conceive a 
more just tax than that which levies the burden upon 
the person who receives the benefit' Who oi^ht 
to pay the poatage.' TluU was the whole matter. 



The poor man, who periiaps never received » letter 
and who paid ten dollara to the eovernment 
in the form of a duty on sugar, ealt, or iron? 
Ought he to pay his [Mr. McDoffie'i] letter post- 
age? Ought he to pay the letter postage of the 
senator from Rhode Island? No: they ought to 
pay their own postage. Lret him tell genUemen 
that ttie whole amount of this system would con- 
sist in relieving the manuftcturine portion of the 
community, and the densely popiriated parts of the 
country, from their postage, and to throw the bur- 
den upon the agficsfitiral, or sparsely settled pOi>- 
tion of the Uniled State*. Now, he would respect- 
fully suggest that it would be just as reasonable— 
and he did not know that it would not come to 
pass — that the manufactures in the North, who had 
a vast deal of correspondence in their businees, 
should ask first, that wo should enable them to 
keep up their establishments by the enormnus du- 
ties of a protective system, and then that we 
should raise Ainds to pay for the transportation 
of their manufactures from Boston to New York, 
New Orleans, Ac. They had just as much right to 
come and coll upon the people of the South and 
Southwest to do that, as to call upon thsm to pay 
for the transportation of their letters. Now the peo- 
ple of his part of the country were willing te pay 
their portion of the expenses of this establishment; 
but he was not willing to see a measurs passed 
which would break up one half of the poet offiiiea 
throughout the t!ountry. Under these views of the 
subject, he protested against this as a system tend- 
ing to produce a revolution in this department gross- 
ly unjust in the distribution of the burdens of thir 
government. But he objected to it on another 
ground. It was laying the foundation, in the post- 
office department, of a system of corrnptipn, the 
extent of which no human sagacity cooW anticipate. 
Already it was lawful fijr the head of that depaitment 
to exercise the largest control over the pub.Uc 
opinion of the country of any officer under the gov- 
ernment He (Mr. McD.) looked back upon the 
extent of the influence which had been obtained in 
this department when under the administration of 
that energetic and patriotic man, (Judge McLean,) 
who now h«id a seat in the Supreme Court of the 
United States; and he believed, though that gentle- 
man was comparatively unknown when he went 
into the department, he came out one of the most 
popular men in the United States. And how? He 
was a p«r^ man; he administered that department 
as it never had been administered since; and such 
was the controlling influence which he had over 
die deputy postmaster^ all over the United States, 
from his character for integrity and honesty, that he 
knew those postmasters who had dealings with him 
had a feeling towards him approaching almost to idol- 
atry. No man in the United States had the bower to 
exercise a greater influence than the head of this 
department, at that period. There was never a 
purer man there, than Judge McLean. What then 
would be the tendency of this system in ten years 
from this time? A corrupt man in that department 
would be omnipotent. The department has an ex- 
clusive and independent existence. The Postmas- 
ter Qeneral wields a discretionary power. He is 
given, in a little clause of this bill, a discretionary 
power to raise the salary of deputy postmasters 
throughout the United States. To be sure it was 
limited, to some extent; but yet it was a discretion- 
ary powen and every Postmaster General would 
have the means of doing a favor to any deputy post- 
master, or any numbier of deputy postmasters, 
throughout the United States. 

Upon the whole, he regarded this system as un- 
just, uns&fe, and calculated to produce the most dis- 
astrous consequences. 

Mr. McD. nirther opposed the bill, chiefly upon 
these grounds. 

Mr. SIMMONS did not rise to consume more 
time in discussing this subject, for the Senate had 
heard from him already all the arguments which he 
deemed necessary to enforce his views, and he 
should not now have thought another remark called 
for, had" not the senator from South Carolina made 
personar allusion to him, as if he had other reasons 
and motives for fixing upon a low uniform rate of 
postage than those he had avowed — to produce most 
revenue to the department. The senator had made 
allusions also to bis (Mr. S.'s) constituenU; and it 
was necessary he should say a word or two in their 
defence. 

In the first place, he should be permitted to say 

that the senator from South Carolina had com- 

1 menced his opposition to the passage of this bUI 
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with an entire revolution of the argtimenta he ha« 
been wielding for the last ten olr fiAeen' years 
against high tayatinn. Instead of aiguing, as 
he has heretofore done, in favor of reducing the 
burden of taxation, he goes for sustaining it in this 
particular. He savs, however, that {Kwtage is not 
• tax. Now he (Mr. S.) contended it was an out 
and out tax; and that, too, without the excuses that 
palliated other modes of taxation. Whom do you 
tax.' Your own citizens; and there is no benefit re- 
sulting to any one. You neither benefit any ode in 
or out of the country. But, instead of retaining 
what is felt to be a grievous burden of taxation in 
this particular, reduce it, and you at once benefit 
every one. It is for the benefit of the community, 
both in neui to the general diffusion of intelligence 
and the facilities of^tisiness. You not only in- 
crease the means of intercommunication, but en- 
la]]ge the field of social happiness, and augment the 
enjoyments of domestic life. 

of all the reasoning he had ever heard, that of the 
senator against the reduction of pontage was the 
most extraordinary. The senator says it is takine 
the burden off of those who enjoy the benefits, and 
making those pay it who get none of the service, and 
do not want it. 

Surely, if the honorable senator had heard the 
statements made to the Senate by the chairman of 
the Post Office Committee daring the progress of this 
bill, he would have seen that the very reverse of his 
position was the fact. It is those who set the larg- 
est amount of mall service who pay the least to- 
wards sustaining the department; and those who get 
the least pay the most. The converse of his prop- 
osition is demonstrated by these facts: the Postmas- 
ter General's annual report shows that the letter 
postage received for the W year was (Sjerejlfil 53, 
and the new'spaper postage |549,743 83. The ex- 
penditure of the department was |4,296,867 70. 
To sustain it, the letter postage contributed, in 
roond numberiL three millions and a half 
of dollars, and the newspaper postage half 
a million. The service, however, was in a dif- 
fertvnt proportion. The weights of the newspaper 
mail was eight-fold greater than that of the letter 
mail, and the expense consequently eight times 
greater. Was it not apparent, then, that the letter 
mail, which cost the least for tnm^rtation, and 
yielded the most leveaue, had to sustain the news- 
paper mail, which required the largest expenditure 
for the public service, and yfeMed the least revenue^ 
Was it not manifest that those who got the least 
benefits fVom the service paid ten times as much 
as those who got the most? This bill proposes to 
charge a uniform rate of letter postage, of five cenu. 
If this reduction confers a benefit on those who 
send or receive letters, it does not lessen the benefita 
derived by the community in relation to newspapers 
and the diffusion of intelligence by printed matter, 
sent through the mail; for these benefits, too, are 
enlarged by the bill. 

Butthesenatorseems to think the delusion that 
postage is a tax, is kept up by the ftct that a per- 
son paying a quarter of a dollar at a post office for a 
letter feels it more directly than he does the eight or 
ten dollars extra which he pays his (Mr. S.*8) 
constituents, individually, oa theur cotton goods. It 
really seemed strange to him, (Mr. S.,^ that after 
twenty years of experience, some people could not 
find out that, instead of paying more for their cotton 
goods in consequence or protection, these goods 
were, year after year, growing cheaper and cheaper, 
and that they are at last obtained at lower prices 
than they have ever been obtained for before. 

How could it injure the former in Illinois, who, 
hefetofore. had to pay 35 cents each for his letters, 
to have, in future, to nay only 5 cents? If here- 
quired no letters, would nejuot still feel the benefits 
of the increased mcilities afforded by this bill in re- 
ceiving intelligence and printed information of great 
value to him? 

The senator ^>prehends that this measure will 
result in enormous exactions on the public treasury; 
that the high rates of postsge ought to be kept up, 
and competition with the tlepartment put down by 
law. 

This does not harmonize well with his general 
doctrines. He assumes, too, that this bill will give 
no income to the department — or how was it to 
become a burden on the treasury? Now, it was 
easy to show that, even with the present correspon- 
dence passing through the mail at the rateof^five 
cents possage, no such burden could fall upon the 
treasurv'as to affect it; but surely no senator would 
contena that an increased coicespondenee was not to 



be expected from the great reduction of postage pro- 
posed. In England, prior to the establishment of 
the penny-postage system — the rates of postage be- 
ing nigh like oura — the correspondence, compared 
with the poptdation, was in the same proportion 
that it is oere, computing our correspondence by 
our population. If the change therj occasioned an 
increase four-fold, why should it not do the same 
here? The increase required here at 5 cents postage, 
to sustain the department, was only a fraction of 
the increase which had taken place in England. 
There was, therefore, no grouna whatever for ap- 
prehension that the department would be thrown 
upon the treasury as a burdea. 

Mr. McDUFFlE asked what was the increase of 
correspondence in Elngland, which followed the 
adoption of the penny postage system, and if there 
was not a consUerable deficit of reyentie. 

Mr. MERRICK proposed answering the qnes- 
Uon; but 

Mr. SIMMONS continued, and explained that 
there was no deficit now; on the contraiy, there was 
a surplus of revenue from the penny postage in 
En^and. The income of the British post office for 
the year ending Sth January, 1844, was ^1,630,- 
867, lis. lOd.— the expenditure .£977,140, 7s. 5;d.; 
leaving a net surplus of revenue of ^(643,797, 4s. 4|d., 
out^of which ^564,577, Os. 7d. was handed over to 
the'admiralty to reimburse the expense of the packet 
service: still leaving a surplus of .£79,150, 3s. 9Jp., 
or nearly $400,000. 

Mr. McDUFFIE. But what was the result of 
the first yeai^ 

Mr. SIMMONS. There was a great falling off 
of revenue |ths first year, because, in England, 
up to that time, the post office bad been a source of 
revenue, which, under the new system, was no 
longer the principal object. The statements he had 
quoted were for the last year. 

Mr. McDUFFIE. The revenue under the penny 
postage system exhibited a very great falling off 
nrom former yean. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certaiidy: but revenue was 
no longer the object; it was to give the public the 
benefits and blessings of cheap post<«e. There the 
post office had always been lookea to before as a 
source of revenue; mit that was given up for the 
sake of extending the benefits of the service to the 
public. Although the falling off of revenue at firat 
was considerable, yet the increase of correspond- 
ence was ooDtinuous ever since. In this country, 
the Post Office Department never has been looked to 
for revenue. It never was contemplated that it 
should be. Now he had not any doubt himself, 
that, if our postage was reduced to two cents, coi^ 
responding with the penny-postags system in Eng- 
land, the increase of our correspondence would be 
just as great as the increase had been in England, 
if not greater. But as we did not propose to go so 
low as two cents, we did not calculate on so large 
an increase. In the proportion in which we hhd 
consented to reduce our postage, it was fair to ex- 
pect that our increase of correspondence would be 
twofold. It did not, however, require half this ih- 
crease to sustain the department. 

Mr. McPUFFIE had no confidence whatever in 
the calculations of tm inereaae of correspondence 
from cheap postage. He did not believe there was 
a farmer m the country who would write one 
letter more because be would have to pay only 
5 cents instead of 10 or 15 cents. The only bene- 
fits the reduction would confer, would be those to 
the manufacturing and comniercial districts. These 
benefits they would enjoy at the expense of the 
whole community. 

Mr. McD. recapitulated his preceding views in 
relation to the effects of this measure. 

Mr. MERRICK knew very well the Senate was 
weary of discussion on this bill. He would not, 
therefore, prolong the debate by reiterating argu- 
ments already fuUy considered. He should, how- 
ever, ask the senator from South Carolina to take 
into consideration that Uie bill, in its present form, 
differed eMentially from that which he had reported 
from the Committee on the Post Office. And al- 
though it was not now aU that he wished it to be, 
still he would give it his cordial support; for he felt 
assured, notwithstanding the alterations made, 
which he considered injudicious and injurious, in 
the end it would prove a good and beneficial meas- 
ure, satisfactory to the country, and not likely to 
burden the treasuiy, as the senator supposed. It 
may possibly render a call upon the treasury for 
some small amount in the fint year, and pos- 
sibly to a less amount in the second year, ne- 



cessary; but he was satisfied that, by the third 
year, it would sustain the depnunoat, and 
thereafter yield ample means for such extension of 
the service as the wants of the country may de- 
mand. He did not, indeed, feel sure that it would 
not sustain the department the first year; he hoped 
it woidd; but he should not be surprised if it would 
fall short a million of dollars, though he was certain 
the deficit could not exceed that. Eyen if tfaete 
was a small deficit the second year, it would not 
alarm him; for he felt full eonfi^nce that the third, 
and, indeed, he believed the second year the dwiait- 
ment would sustain itself. The senator bad not 
heard the statement he made to the Senate some 
days ago, as to the basis of his (Mr. M.'a) calcula- 
tions, when framing the bilL He would repeat a few 
of the items of that statement. 

He had ascertained from the reports of the de- 
partment, that, in 1836, (prior to the interference of 
private expresses) the correspondence of this coun- 
try was aB,000,000 of letters. The incresBC, since, 
consequent upon the increase of population would, 
but for the private expresses, have brought the 
amount up to 50,000,000. Allowing the r^uciion 
of postage from the present rates to 5 and 10 cents 
(as proposed in the original bill) he calculated upon 
an increase of 20 percent, on the correspondence; 
which would bring the amount of tellers up to 60,- 
000,000. This amount, at the average of 7^ cents, 
(between 5 and 10) would give abundant means for 
sustaining the department. But the Senate had 
thought proper to make 5 cents the uniform postage 
for all distances; and although this cleared him of all 
reqwnsibility for the measure, and threw it upoo 
the Senate, still he felt satisfied that even 5 cents on 
60,000,000 lettere would leave but a small deficit 
of revenue to be suppUed from the treasury. 
The senator from Rhode Island calculated up- 
on an increase of 30 or 40 per cent.; and be 
(Mr. M.) thought it was only a reasonable cal- 
culation. Now, from SO to 40 per cent, on the 
50 millions of lettere which the correspondence 
of the United States is estimated al, would 
give about 70,000,000 lettere, which, at 5 cent», 
would amount to ^3,500,000; and the newspaper 
postage and postage of the eovemraent correspond- 
ence would make up the whole sum required by the 
department to sustam itself. He trusted the senator 
would see that there was no just ground for the ap- 
prehensions he entertained. 

The yeas and nays having been called for and or- 
dered on the passage of the bill, the vote was taken, 
and resulted — yeas 38, naya 12 — as follows: 

TEAS — Maura. Allen, Archer, Aihley, Atherton, B•^ 
row, Batei, Bayard, Beston, Berrien, Breese. Buchama, 
Ctaoate, Crittenden, Dix, Daj-ton, Dickinioo, tlTan*. FU^ 
field, Foiter, Francli, Huntinrton, Jamagia. Jobnaon, Mrr 
riok, MiUer, Morehead, Nilea, Toxter. Bives, Simmoiu. 
Sturgeon, Tappan, t/pluiin, Walker, White, Weodbridge, 
and Woodbury— 38. 

NAYS— Meun. Bagbjr, Clavton, Colanitt. Hanrood, 
Haunegan, Hnger, Lewis, MoDolBe, Mangum, Fbeipt, 
Semple, and Sevier— 13. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
then went into executive seasion; and after some 
time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satoroat, February 8, 1845. 

On motion of Mr. LEONARD, the reading of dx 
journal was dispensed with. 

>Mr. LEONARD made an appeal to the House to 
allow him to move the discharge of the Committee 
of the Whole House from Senate bill No. 35, enti- 
tled "An act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to make arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on TOnds given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York." 

By unanimous consent, the motion, having beet 
received, was agreed to, and the bill took its placs 
on the Speaker's table. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, accompanieil 
by a brief explanation thereof, the joint resolutioa 
from the Senate to suspend a part of the 3d section 
of the joint resolution of September 11, 1841, rela- 
ting to lands for the naval depot at Memphis, wai 
taken up by general consent, and concurred in. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, on leave, presented certaia 
joint resolutions of the legislature o{ North Carolina; 
which were referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FISH, on leave, gave notice of his intention, 
at a future day, to move for leave to intiodace a bill 
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to limit the lien upen real estate of judgments recor- 
end in the courts of the United States. 

On motiiM of Mr. McKAY, by general consent, 
the report of the Secretary of War respecting the 
centracts for the remoTal west of the Choctaws; also 
a report in regard to Colt's invention; and a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury asking an appro- 
priation for arrears of interest due the Chickasaw In- 
dians on investments in State stocks, were ordered 
to be printed. 

PRIVATK BILLS. 

Mr. VANCE moved a suspension of the rules 
that the House take up and act upon the private 
bills on the Speaker's taole, reported yesterday from 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. LEVY appealed to Mr. Vahcc to yield the 
floor, to enable him to move the discharge of the 
eommittee from the Airther consideration of the bill 
for the relief of Philip J. Fontaine, the objection le 
passage of which haa^n withdrawn.' 

Mr. VANCE declined to lose any time for the 
action upon the nuroerovs bills before them. The 
question on his motioiyvas taken, and it was agreed 
to. < 

The Hoose according;lM)rocceeded to act tipon 
the private bills on the SpHfeer's table. 

Mr. VANCE proposed that the list should be 
read over, and that those to which no objections 
wen made be passed en masse. 

[Cries of "no, no;" "go through them in their 
order." 

The bill for the relief of Arthur R. Fiogge of 
Fentress county, Tennessee, was first token up; the 
amendment was agreed to, and the bill was passed. 

The ameodment to the bill for the relief of Daniel 
H. Warren was agreed to, and the bill was passed. 

The bill to extend the time [to 1847] for locating 
Virginia military land warrants, and retaming sur- 
veys to the land oflfice, came up. 

Mr. DROMQOOLE moved an amendment to ex- 
tend the time for five years— namely to 1853. 

Some conveisation ensued by Mesart. DROM- 
GBOKE, C. JOHNSON, BARNARD, VANCE, 
GOOGIN, and McDOWELL. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 



The following bills were severally ordered to be 
engrossed, and then read the third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Ira Baldwin. 

A bill fijr the relief of Stanley White. - 

A bill for the relief of Dunning St McNair. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh. 

A bill for the relief of Elliot Smith and Nathan 
Famsworth. 

A bill for the relief of Qeoigetown,in the District 
of Columbia. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Curwen, surviving 
partner of Curwen and Willing. . 

A bill for the relief of John Adams & John Ad- 
ams, jr. 

A bin for the relief of Harvey & Slagg. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Boston. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Ncely. 

A bill for the relief of Bennet M. Dell. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Morrell, adminis- 
trator of Joseph Icard, deceased. 

A but for the relief of Adino Goodenough. 

A resolution authorizing the Secretarv of War to 

n' any balance that may be due to the Shawnee 
ians who served in the Florida war. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph and Lindsay Ward. ' 

A bill for the relief of William Gove. 

A bill for the relief of Lot Davis. 

A bill for the relief of Isabella Baldridge, widow 
of Capt. John Baldridge, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Rhea. 

A bill for the reUef of Walker, Kinkle, & Ca- 
nithers. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Alexander Mitchell. 

A bill for the relief of Edward A. Lambert 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Roberts. 

[A bill for the relief of James S. Campbell was 
laid on the table, after being debated by Measn. 
C. JOHNSON, PETTIT, BRODHEAD, J. E. 
GARY, and PARMENTER. 

Mr. J. E. CARY,in the remarks which he mode, 
said he hoped the House would indulge him a few 
moments in explanation of this bill, as the petition- 
er was one of his constituents, and he (Mr. C.) 
was not in Ae habit of troubling the House, or con- 
suming its valuable time with any remarks, be- 
lieving as he did that there was a great deal more 
tslk on that floor than was profitable to (he coun- 



try er instructive to the membera themselves. This 
case, he believed, if the House would attend to the 
facts stated in the report just read,and which was fully 
supported bv the proof oefore the committee, would 
be found to be one entitled to Af- favorable conside- 
ration; and he trusted they would be enabled to dis 
criminate between this case and that class of cases 
which had been referred to as so numerous, and 
which gentleman seemed to apprehend would over- 
whelm the treasury, should tne precedent be estab- 
lished of allowing them. It mignt be very proper 
to reject ckiims of the character referred to— cases 
where property of individuals htid been destroyed 
by the public enemy — and jret this claim might 
well be allowed, without violating at all the princi- 
ple upon which those should be rejected. This 
was a case, peculiar in most of its leading features, 
to itself, and should not be objected to merely be- 
cause other claims, not at all like it, ought not to be 
allowed. A just aiid wise discrimination should be 
made. This was not, then, merely tlie case of prop- 
erty destroyed by the public enemy, but a ctise 
where the government had, in effect, converted to 
their own use, and, while so using it, and in conse- 
quence of its being so used, it had been destroyed 
by the ei;emy. The principle upon which this gov- 
ernment, every year, allowed compensation for 
horses and other property destroyed in the public 
service, would equally justify and require the al- 
lowance of this claim. 

This petitioner had peculiar strong claims upon 
the justice of this government. It was so fortified 
and strengthened tnr equitable considerations, that 
he hoped they would not, as they ought not to be 
very esger in seeking technical objections to it. 

The father of the petitioner, from whom he de- 
rives his right to the compensation, now asked for, 
was one of those noble-hearted, self sacrificine pa- 
triots residing on the exposed frontier of the New 
York settlements, who unhesitatingly staked their 
property, their lives, and their sacred honor in the 
cause of the hberly and independence of the coun- 
try; and, on his part, it was no idle vaporing or 
holyday sport. Re resided on the very outskirts of 
the circle of civilized life; exposed toall the dan- 
ger and deprivations incident to that situation; and 
instead of deserting his post, and withdrawing, 
with-his personal property, to a place of safety, as 
he might have done, he nobly and bravely stood 
his ground, and aided in forming a barrier to the 
incnraions of the Indians, British, and tories. With 
reudy alacritjr did he obey the call of his country, 
and devote' his property to its service, as well as to 
risk hislife and shedliis best blood in its defence. He 
served during the whole of that eventful struggle for 
liberty and independence, and was engaged in 
some of its fiercest contests with the foe, both savage 
and civilized; end that still mare cruel and treache- 
rous combination of both, the tories of the revolu- 
tion. Of all those who shed their blood for us in 
the valley of the Mohawk in that eventful sCrifb, 
there was no one more brave, more devoted, or more 
useful to the country than Col. Samuel Camp' 
bell. 

WTiat he suffered in the loss of property thus de- 
voted^ is stated by the committee. The value at 
that lime is proven to have been |2,000. The com- 
mittee have reported this bill for ^1,500 only; but 
even this poor pittance — poor indeed, and small as 
it is, in comparison to the amount of the loss and 
the interest, or the value of the services rendered^ 
the petitioner is willing to receive in flill satisfaction 
of all claims on account of such loss and services. 

The honorable gentleman then referred to the 
fact, as stated in the report, that for an those ser- 
vices and losses neither Colonel Campbell, nor any 
of his posterity, had received any compensation 
whatever, either by way of pension or otherwise. 

Some objection had been made on the groimd of 
delay, and on that he begged to say a few words. 
That objection would have more force in his mind 
if it could be shown that this government had ever 
been ready or willing to pay the claim; but he 
thoughtit a poor plea for them now to make, that 
although the claim was just in itself, as they had 
neglected and refused so long to pay it, they would 
now avail themselves of their own wrong, and ex- 
cuse their injustice now by pleading their former in- 
justice. It was said that two negatives, in grammati- 
cal construction, amount to an affirmative; but he 
could not recognise the propriety of such a rule in 
ethics, by which two wrongs would be made equiv- 
alent to right. If this were so, he confessed it would 
be a very convenient rule for the exculpation of Uie 
. goTemment in iu dcaliop with iui own citizensi 



and he hardly knew of any principle upon w 
ooirid be excused. 

The gentleman from Massachusetss had said that 
this case had been before the committe on some 
former occasion, and because it was not then allowed, 
it was argued that it should not be now allowed. 
That argument was not one founded in justice, nor 
should It be allowed to prevail in this case. Many, 
indeed, are and have been the cases where justice 
could only be obtained by repeated and eariiest 
knocking at the doora of Congress; and he hoped 

Set that this House would wake up from its slum- 
Bring insensibility to the claims of justice and hon- 
or, not only in this, but in many other cades; and 
though it be late, even at the eleventh hour, obey the 
calls of duty, and do right now instead of listening 
to the poor apolmry of former neglect to justify 
present wrong. He farther stated some circum- 
stances relative to the petitioner having been com- 
pelled to pay a considerable amount to the govern- 
ment as surety for one of the United States collect- 
ore, as a reason why this claim had been again 
presented and urged upon the attention of Congress. 
He said the whow amount now asked would scarce- 
ly exceed the amount due from the government for 
services which had been paid in eontmental money, 
as worthless as so much waste paper, and while it 
appeared the government was thus strict in exact- 
ing its bond against the petitioner, it ought not to 
repudiate its own just debt 

An act granting a pension to James Duffy. 

A bill for the relief of Susannah ScotU 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Fitch. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Allen. 

A bill for the relief of Philip Schwartztnuiber. 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Blodget. 

A bin for the relief of Daniel Homana. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Elliott. 

A bill for the relief of William Rich. 

An act (from the Senate) for ths relief of J. Mc- 
Farlone. 

A biU for the relief of the Bank of the Metropo- 
lis. 

A bill for the relief of William Gump. 

A bill for the relief of John Ficklin. 

An act (from the Senate) for the relief of James 
Ritchie. 

An act (from the S«natc) for the relief of Gideon 
Batchelder and others. 

A bill for the relief of Asenath Orvis. 

A bill for the relief of March Farrington. 

A bill for the relief of Henry N. Halsted. 

A bill for the relief of John H. Mcintosh. 

A bill for the reUef of the president and directon 
of the Dismal Swamp Canal (Company. 

A biU for the relief of Justin Jacobs. 

A bin placing the name of Benjamin AUcn upon 
the pension roll. 

A bill for the relief of Harrison Whitson. 

A bill for the relief of George Wcntllng. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob L. Vance, of Ohio. 

A bUI for the relief of Charles R. Allen, of Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

A bill for the relief of John P. Converse. 

A bill lupplemental to the act for the relief of 
Jehu Hollingsworth, of Blount county, Alabama, 
approved 38tb June, 1838. 

A bill for the relief of John Boyd. 

A joint resohilion for the relief'^of Sellera and Pen- 
nock. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Ramsey. 

A bill for the relief of George B. RusseU. 

A biU to pay Capt. John B. Crozier's company of 
mounted voluntecra, Tennessee milliia. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt. 

A resolution authorizing an allowance to Purser 
D. W. Thornton in the settlement of his accounts. 

A biU granting a pension to George Whitten. 

A bill for the relief of Mark Simpson. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Croigmiles, of the 
State of Tennessee. 

A bin granting a pension to John E. Wright 

A bin for the relief of Francis Summeraner. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Watson. 

An act to authorize the Secrettu-y of the Treasury 
to make arrangement or compromise with any of 
the sureties on oonds given to the United States by 
Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the customs for 
the port of New York, was taken up, and debated 
by Messrs. G. W. JONES, HUNGERFORD, 
SAUNDERS, PAYNE, BRINKERHOFF, and 
BELSER. 

Mr. CALDWELL moved to lay the bill on the 
able; and on that motion he called for the yeas and 
nays, which wen ordered. 
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The question was taken, and decided in the affirm- 
ative— yeas 96, nays 58, as follows: 

YEAS— Meun. Abbot, Adam*. Airiogton, Aahe, Baker, 
James Black, Blackwell, BrinkerholT, Brodhead, Aartin V. 
Brewn, Milton Brown, .WilUam J. Brown, Burt, Cald- 
well, CanoU, Caodn, ChqinaU, Chilton, Clingman, Collar 
mer, CvUoai, Oaaa, Daolal, Carntt Daris, Deboiry, DJckay, 
Don|[lau, Dromcoole, Oualap, Elmer, FickUn, Florence, 
Foster, roller. Ciddingi, Gogjrln, Hannibal Hamlin, Ham- 
nett, Hayi, HenleT, Herrick, Hoge, Houaton, Rubatd, Hud- 
•OD, Joieph S. ingenoU, Irrin, P. B. JohiMon, Andrew 
Johnaon, Oaerare W. Jonaa, Preaton fiCinc, Labraoclie, Lu- 
ca«, Lampkin, McClelland,|McClernand, McDowell, Manh, 
Ikiward J. Morrii, Joiepb Morric, Freeman H. Morse, 
iiaao E. Mono, Monly, Marphy, Newton, Noma, Owen, 
FarBaoter,' Farne, Peytan, Eliiba K Potter, Preeton, 
David 8. Raid, Kitter, Koberti, Rockwell, Rogen, St. John, 
Senter, SeTerance, Thomai H. Sejmour, Simpion, SUdeU, 
Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Steenrod, Btetion, S:ilei, 
Summerf, Thompton, liMiatts, Tilden, Tucker, BeDjanin 
White, Williams, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, and Yoat^iW. 

NAYS — Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Barnard, Beller, 
Benton, Brnngle, Burke, Campbell. Carpenter, Augustus 
A. Chapman, Clinch, Clinton, Cobtt, Cross, Darragh, Dean, 
Dillini^nam, Duncan, Farlee, Fish, Kdward 9. liamlin. Hap- 
]ier, Hopluns, Hubbell, Hungerford, Washington Hnat, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoli. Jenks, D. P. Kioc 
Leonard,|McCausIen, McConnell, McKay, Pollock, EmeiT 
D. Potter, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reding, RabinFOn, Russell, 
Sample, Saundprs, David L. Seymour, Simons, Johtt T. 
Smith, John Stewart, Sykes, Thomasson, Tyler, Vaaca, 
Vinton, Weller, Whealou, John Wliite, Wintlirop, and Wil- 
liam Wright— 5S. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved to reconsider 
the vote- 
On this motion Mr. MURPHY called for the 
yeas ani nays, which were refased. 

Mr. HOPKINS appealed to the gentleman from 
Tenaeaaee to postpone this subject until Monday, 
when the question could be definitively settled by 
the vote of a full House. That was all its frienas 
wanted. 

Mr. BATHBUN moved to postpone the subject 
imtil Monday. 

Mr. G. W. JONES called for the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

.The question was taken, and decided in the affirm- 
ative — ayes 87, noes 40. 

So the bill was poatponed until Monday. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of James C. 
Watson, deceased, came up; and was i«ad by the 
Clerk. It appropriates i31,604 for slaves captured 
by the Creek Inoians, sold by them to Oeneral Wat- 
son, and then delivered up by the officers of the 
govenmient to the Seminoleis, irom whom they were 
owtwed. 

Mr. COBB called for the readinf of the report; 
which wee read by the Clerk. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the reading of the con- 
tract between Oenetal Jesup and the Creek war- 
riors, on which he said the report in favor of this 
claim rested. 

The Clerk read an agreement ef the 7lh of Sep- 
tember, 1837, by which all Indian property taken 
from the Indians was to belong the captors. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the reading of the 
agreement made in 1836. 

The Clerk said there was no such agreement. 

Mr. STEPHENS said there was such an agree- 
ment, and it could be proved by all the correspond- 
ence that all property taken from the Indians, slaves 
as well as other property, was to belong to the cap- 
tors. 

A discussion then ensued, in which Messrs. GID- 
DINGS, COBB, ADAMS, STEPHENS, and BEL- 
SER took part 

Mr. BELSER observed that he knew something 
of the circumstances of the contract which had 
originated this bill, but would not pretend to give 
hispersonal information to the House as authenuc. 

The facts attending the matter were simply these. 
In the year 1836, General Jesup, who was at that 
time in command of the forces of the government 
intended to operate against the SeminoTes then in 
arms, by auuiority, entered into a contract with 
eertam warriors of the Creek tribe of Indians, to 
accompany him to florida; and in that contract, 
among ether agreements, there was one saying that 
those warriors should have all the property which 
they might take from the hostile foe- The induce- 
ments U> make this contract were, fint, to estrange 
the Creeks from the Seminoles, and to prevent a 
union between them; snd also that the government 
might have troops acquainted with the Indian war- 
fkre, and more likely to be effective against the 
Seminoles than white men could be. 

These Creek warriors did accompany General 
Jesup into Florida; and, in the course of the cam- 
paign, captured bom the hostile foe upwards of one 
boMm negroea belonging to their nation. These 



negroes were condemned, and sold to General Wat- 
son. A bill of sale for them was executed to him 
by the agent of the government, upon the payment 
01 the purchase money; and an order was also usued 
to deliver them to him. 

The officere of the government charged with the 
Seminole emigration, finding that the purchase of 
Walson woiitd probably interfere with the treaty 
which had been concluded with ihem, refused to 
surrender the neeroes, thereby depriving Watson 
of the benefit of nis purchase; and the bill now pro- 
poses to refund him hia money, with interest, from 
the time he paid it over, together with reasonable 
compensation for his expense and trouble in en- 
deavoring t» procure his property. 

This contract was not only made with the appro- 
bation of the governraeat, but has, time oAer time, 
been recognised by its Secretaries of War, and the 
only objection to it is, that it, to some extent, involves 
the question of slavery. 

He held the doctnne that, whether the capture 
was duly made or not, could not affect the claim 
under consideration. If such an issue is at all per- 
tinent, it must be had between the eovernmeot and 
the captor, and he was equally aa dear that the de- 
scription of the property captured could not come 
up in this form before the House. 

He was somewhat astonished at the course of 
certain gentlemen. They did not seem to draw 
the distinction between slaves and freemen. Slaves 
in the States and Territories, in which the institu- 
tion of slavery is recognised, are chattels, so for aa 
regards a necessary dominion over them- When 
life and good treatment are involved, they are like 
other men; but servitude had been fixed on them, 
and So for as they are property, the title to them 
can be transferred by the operations of law. 

AAer various decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, settling this view of the relations 
between master and slave, he thought that gentle- 
men ought to surrender their own opinions, and 
abide by the reasoning of their highest courts. 

Mr. HAMMETT called for Uie previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the bill on the table; 
when 

On motion by Mr. HAMMETT, 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented t»- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the membcn 
presenting them: ^ 

Bj Mr. DODOE of Wisconsin: A petition numeronslj 
signed by citizens of the Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
Congress tor an appropriation for the construction of a har- 
bor at the town of Sheboygan, at the mouth of the Shetx]y- 
gan river, in the Territory of Wisconsin, on the western 
shore of Lake Midiigan: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: The petition of Hampton Weed 
and others, citizens of Wayne county, Itlinois, praying 
Congress to grant to the inhabitants of a certain township 
in said county a section of land, in lieu of one already grant- 
ed for school purposes, wiiich is of no value. 

By Mr. HOUE: The petition of 93 citizens of Rock isl- 
and county, in the State of Illinois, praying the grant of 100 
acres of land for school purposes: pifened to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

By. Mr. J. BLACK: The petition of Samuel Flsher.praying 
that^ special law may be passed enabling him to procure a 
patent for his invention for retarding wagons and carriages: 
referred to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. R.1MSKY: The petiUon of O. 8. Psrker, C. C. 
Hynicka and 60 others, citizens of Dauphin county, Penn- 
sylvania, aaldng that the postage on letters may lie reduced 
to a fixed rate of two cents and the franking privilege abol- 
ished. 

By Mr. A. P. STONE: The momorial of James Russell 
and 38 others, citizens of the State of Ohio, praying that 
Congress will furnish said Russell with means to construct 
a national planetarium at Washington. 

By Mr. St.JOHN: The petition of Oeorge ReberandSS 
others, citizens of Erie county, Ohio, asking a division of 
said State of Ohio into two judicial circuits: referred to the 
Committee on the Judio|aty- 

IN SENATE. 
Monday, February 10, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT jnro Urn. laid before the Senate 
a report from the Treasury Department, transmitted 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 18th 
December Inst, showing the names of the deposi- 
tories of the public revenues, whether individuals or 
corporations, and the amount on deposit in the 
hands of each, at the close of each quarter during 
the year 1844, and the conditions on which the d»- 
positea were made, and the reason for the selection 
of any new depository; which, on motion by Mr. 
EVANS, was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nsnce. 

Also, laid htfatt the Senate a communication 



from the War Department, transmitting printed 
copies of the Ariny Register for 1845. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from cit- 
izens of Webster, Massachusetts, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the United States: 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, presented a petition from S- W. Northrop, 
and other citizens of the United Stales^jnaying that 
in the event of the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, measures may be adopted for ob- 
taining from the Bnlish government a ceasion to the 
United States of her possessions in Canada: ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr- DIX presented a remonstrance of citizens of 
Richfield, New York, and the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Skanateles, New York, against 
the annexation of Texas to the United States: or- 
dered to Ue on the table. 

Also presented a petition of 95 citizens of Madi- 
son county, New York, prayine for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave treder-in m District of Colom- 
bia, the slave trade betjuMn the several Slates, 
for the repeal of so Iqpch ^ the act of February 12, 
1793, as relates to jj^^euCpt^iP of fugitive slaves, 
and the rejection o^lrpapQMbns for the annexa- 
tion of Texas to thf^nitSSlates: ordered to lie on 
the table, »^ 

Mr. NILES presented a petition from citizens of 
Hartford, Connecticut, praying for the annexation 
of Texas to the United States: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from Wil- 
liam Miller, praying for a pension for services as a 
United States soldier in the last war: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WOODBRID&E presented a memorial from 
a number of citizena,^/ Michigan, praying that the 
revenue laws may Dpenforced against the captains 
and owners of steamboats on the lakes so as to com- 
pel them to procure supplies, in the United Stales 
instead of British subjects, in violation of the reve- 
nue laws: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Oxford, Chenango county, in the State of 
New York, praying for the annexation of Canada 
to the United States: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DIX presented a memorial from the chamber 
of commerce of New York, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a branc£ of the mint of the United 
States at that place;. referred to the Committee on 
Fiivuiee. 

Mr. PHELPfl, from the Committee oo Com- 
merce, to which was referred the petition of the ad- 
ministrator of William Woodworth, praying aa 
amendment of the patent laws, reported a bill to ex- 
tend the patent heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. HAYWOODpresented resolutions adopted 
by the legislature of North Carolina, requesting the 
senators and representatives from that State to use 
their exertions to procure the speedy settlement of 
the just claims of the Cherokee Indiana residing in 
that State; which were read, and ordered lo be 
printed. 

Also presented a memorial from the Cherokee la- 
dians wno have become citizens of Nerth Carolina, 
praying for the full value of their property under 
the provisions of the 5th article of the constitutioo 
of the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affaire. 

On motion by Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions were discharged from the further considef^ 
ation of the petition of Obadiah Blending for a pen- 
sion; and it was referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr- EVANS, from the Committee on PenaoiH. 
reported bcuJc, with on amendment, the bill groDtuig 
a pension to Joseph Morrison. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee oa 
Public Lands, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 1 
from the House giving the assent of Congress to the j 
sale or other disposition of certain salt springs, here- 
tofore granted to the Slates of Michigan and Illi- ' 
nois. I 

Also reported back from the same commiUM, 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the joint 
resolution concerning the copper rock of Lake Su- 
perior, which was removed to Washington city. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval Af- I 
faire, reported back (accompanied by a written le- 
port. Which was ordered to be printed) Seiukte bill 
providingfor the establishment of naval schools. 

Mr, HUGER presented u memorial from the 
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South Carolina Railroad Company, praying to be 
(illowed to import, free of duty, one mile of pipes 
and machinery necessary to be worked up on at- 
mospheric pressure on an inclined plane, where ropes 
are now used. 

Mr. HUOER made some remarks on the above 
petition, showing the propriety of the government 
giving countenance and support to the experiment 
proposed to be made in testing the utility of atmos- 
pheric railways. He argued in support of the pray- 
er of the petition, that the importation, free of duty, 
of this amount of railroad pipes, would be of ad- 
vantage to the iron interest, instead of an injury 
to it, for the reason that if the experiment proved 
successftil, jt would cause a greater demand for iron: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JOHNSON gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill — title not heard. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Barkow, od 
Tuesday last, authorizing the secretary of the Senate 
to contract with the proprietor of a chart of the 
soundings in the Gulf of Mexico, for 5,000 copies 
thereof, was taken up and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Numerous bills from the House, principally of a 
private character, were read twice, and appropriate- 
ly referred. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred a resolution of the Senate 
upon the subject, reported in favor of printing extra 
copies of the report of the Committee on Foreign 
Relation on the subject of annexation. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the previous , 
orders of the day were po8tponed,and the joint reso- 
lution amendatory of the resolution passed the 30th 
April, 18 14, respecting the application of certain 
appropriations heretofore made to ratify claims for 
property lost and destroyed in Florida, was taken 
up as in committee of the whole, and after a few ex- 
planatory remarks by him, was reported to the Sen- 
ate^and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading^ 

The joint resolution for the relief of Seth M.' 
Leavenworth was read the third time and passed. 

APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. E^ANS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed for the purpose of taking., 
up the three several appropriation bills from thej- 
House; when A 

The act making appropriations for the payment afi 
revolutionary and other pensions of the United^ 
Stales for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 184&J 
was considered as in committee of the whole; aJB 
on motion by Mr. EVANS, the word "fiscal" waV 
struck from the bill, when the bill was reported to 
the Senate, read the third time and passed. 

The act making appropriation lor the service, -of 
the Post Office Department for the fiscal year «!BV 
■ng 30tfa June, 1846, was taken up as in committnp 
of the whole; and, on motion by Mr. HUNTINQ;- 
TON, so amended, as to provide that no greater 
■um than |1,000 per annum shall be paid to anf 
omil agent of any description by the department- 
The bul was then reported to the Senate, andi^ 
amendment of the committee being concurred in, 
vss read the third time, and passed. 
. The act making ap-iropriation for the preMyga- 
tion, repair, and construction of certain fortifications, 
for the fiscal year ending SOth June, 1846, was talAn 
up as in committee of the whole on an amendment 
nncim the Committee on Finance, appropriating 
140,000 for a sea-wall and break-water, in the har- 
oor of Boston, Massachusetts. The amendment 
"*^ agreed to, the bill was reported to the Senate, 
lead the third ume, andpassea. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, the joint reso- 
lution providing for the purchase and distribution 
of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
°M»» was ^laken up for consideration; but, on 
on the sugxestion of Mr. MERRICK, was ordered 
^ lie on Sie table, to enable him to obtain certain 
information concerning it. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the joint resolution 
^"^ taken up for consideration providing for distrib- 
uting the work on the exploring expedition, aa fol- 
Kiws: C6 copies to be delivered to the Secretary of 
"•■te, to be distributed thus: one copy to each of 
~[e United States; two copies to the government of 
Franee; two copies to Uie government of Great Brit- 
"•»; and one copy each to Russia, Sweden, Den- 
JfYlt, Prussia, Austria, Bavaria, the Netheilands, 
"^'einm, Portugal, Spain, Sardinia, Toscany, the 
Kcdesiaatieal Slatss, the Two Sicilies, Turkey, 
»waco, New Oreoada, Venezuela, Chili, Peru, the 



Argentine Republic, Brazil, and the Sandwich Isl- 
ands; and one copy to the naval squadron in Brook- 
lyn, New York. And also fUrther providingfor the 
distribution of one copy each to Charles Wilkes, 
'William L. Hudson, and Cadwallader RinKoM, 
eon.mandanta of vessels in the exploring expeouion; 
two copies to be placed in the Library of Congress, 
and the residue of jthe work to be preserved for <u- 
ture distribution. 

On motion by Mr. FOSTER, the resolution was 
so amended as to give two copies to Russia instead 
of one, and to give one copy to the government of 
Greece. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved that one copy be given to 
the Republic of Texas; which hti presumed wasim- 
intentionally omitted. 

Mr. TAPPAN said a great number of copies 
would be left for future distribution, and if Texas 
was admitted as one or more States into the Union, 
she will, as a matter of course, receive copies in the 
same manner as the States of this Umon receive 
them — by this resolution. It was probable that 
Texas would become one of the Stales of this 
Union; he ttierefore hoped that the senator would 
not press his motion. 

Mr. ASHLEY said it seemed to be slightiag 
that republic to overlook her in the distribution. He 
would not, however, press (he motion against the 
wishes of the senator from Ohio. 

The resolution was then reported to the Senate, 
and, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolution; 
.whifih, under the rule, lies one day on the ta- 

* RtHlvtd. That the Sf crelarj- of War be directed to com- 
»mlfMlk^ts to the Senate any iilan which he may have -de- 
I vise^^ which mav be in poBSeMion of the DepartjiMnt of 
Wa^Br tha adoption of which greater hcilitiea of approach 
to jHPintercoune with, the mineral reetonof Lake Supe- 
riorwm be afforded, and i\s wealth and importance ba mora 
fulJ^ developed. 

LAWS AND TREATIES OF THE UNITED 

STATES. 

The general orders having been announced, on 
motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the Senate joint resolution au- 
thorizing the Attorney General to contract for co- 
pies of a proposed ediuon of the laws and treaties of 
the United States, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole for consideration. 

It proposes the purchase of 1,000 copies of the 
work, at $Q SO per copy. 

Mr. ALLEIN suggested an amendment author- 
izing an addition to the work, of the journal of the 
federal convention, and of the constitutions of the 
several States. It would be very desirable, if not 
necessary, to have these documents comprised in 
the same work with the laws and Ueaties, for the 
convenience of reference. 

Mr. MOREHEAD explained that this was un- 
necessary; and that the expense of making any ad- 
dition to the work would preclude the possibility of 
oblaininf it at any price Congress wouid^ consent to 
allow. It would so embarrass the publication that 
the object of the joint resolution would would be 
defeated. 

Mr. CHOATE concurred with the senator from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. ALLEIN, under these circumstances, with- 
drew the amendment. 

The joint resolution was then reported back to 
the Senate, without amendment, and ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

' FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

The reguiarcalendar was then taken up, and the 
iiret bin in order was the Senate bill to provide for 
ascertainment of claims of American citizens for 
spoliations prior to the 31st day of Julv, 1801. 

Mr. CHOATE explained at considerable length 
the origin and nature of the claims, and stated the 
grounos upon which the bill had been reported from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. In conclu- 
sion, he submitted a substitute for the original bill 
which he moved as an amendment. 

The original bill provides that, for the purpose of 
determining the validity and amount of the unsatis- 
fied claims to indemnity of sundry citizens of the 
United States upon the French government, arising 
out of illegal captures, detention!, forcible seizures, 
illegal eondemnatioDS, and confiacatioiM, committed 
prior to the ntiiealion of the oonveolion between 
the United States and the Franch republic, concluded 
on the 13th September, 1800, the ratificatioM of 



<vhich were exchanged on the 31st of July follow- 
ing, three coinmissionera shall be appointed, by mid 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to meet in 
Washington on some day to be fixed in the bill, 
and, within the space of two years, to receive, exam- 
ine, and decide upon all auoh claims submitted to 
them. The other provisions and the provisos of the 
bill are llien given in detail; the report of the com- 
missionen to be of record in the department aa a 
guide to Congress in adjusting the claims. 

The substitute offered by Mr. Cuoate provides a 
direct appropriation of five millions, as a iund out of 
which ■atiamction is to be made by a ratable di». 
tribution among the claimants adjudged to be enti- 
tled by the board of commissionera. It enters mi- 
nutely into details for the guidance and limitation of 
the commission in the investieation of the cisims. 

The amendment was read through and adopted. 

The bill, as amended, was reported back to the 
Senate, and the amendment was concurred in. 

On the question of engrossment, Mr. HANNE- 
GAN called for the yeas and nays, whidi were or- 
dered. 

The Vote was then taken, and resulted, yeas 96, 
nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS— Meiin. Ashley, Bairow, Batea, Bayard, Berrten, 
Biichan&n, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, £ran«, FsiiileMi 
Francli, Huntington, Johnson, Merrick, Miller, Nilas, 
Fhelps, Portar, Sevier, Simroonft, Sturgeon, Upham, White, 
Woodbridge, and Woodbury— 36. 

NATS — Mean. Allen, Alchiion, Atherton, Benton, 
Braeae, Colquitt. Dix, Dickinaon, Haonegsn, Huger, Lewb, 
McOulBe, Mangum, Tappaa, and Walker— 1&. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

MOTIONS TO POSTPONE THE PREVIOUS 
ORDRES. 

Mr. MERRICK moved to postpone the previous 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill for the 
relief of Fuller and ScJtmeu^, reported from the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion did not prevail. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to postpone the pre- 
vious ordera, and lake up the unfinished discussion 
on the bill granting appeals in cases of bankruptcy. 

Mr. BERRIEN hoped the Senate would proceed 
with the eeneral ordera. 

Mr. Du:KINSON would be saUsfied, if the Sen- 
ate would proceed with the general orders, to wait 
till the bill he called for should come up in its turn. 
He withdrew his motioQ. 

Mr. HENDERSON moved to postpone the pre- 
vious orden, with a view of taking up the Senate 
bill in relation to the Dubuque claim, on which 
there was a pending debate when it was last laid 
aside. 

The motion did not prevail. 

Mr. CHOATE moved to postpone the previous 
ordera, with a view of taking up the House bill 
providing for the purchase of certain copies o( the 
History of Orcf on and California. 

The motion £d not prevail. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The calendar was then taken up, and the firat bill 
in order was tht House joint resolution to chapge 
the name of thCbrig "Daniel Webster" to "Adela," 
and the name of the schooner "Mary Francis" to 
that of "Isabella." 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved the indefinite postr 
ponement of the joint resolution. 

It was accordingly indefinitely postponed. 

The next bill was one reported by Mr. Miller, 
from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
to provide a free bridge across the Eastern Branch 
of the Potomac, in the city of Washington. 

It was considered as in committee of the whole, 
reported back without amendment, and ordered to 
be engrossed, and read a third time — ye«a28, nays 
17, as follows: 

YEAS— Meun. Barrow, Batei, Bayard, Bentob, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dayloa, Lvani, 
Foster, Francis, Henderson, Huntington. Jamagin, John- 
son, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, .MorehraJ, Portar, Sim- 
mons, Upham, Walker, White, Woodbridge, aod Wood- 
bury— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atehiion, Atherlon, Bag- 
by, Brease, Clayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, 
ilaywood, McDuffie, Niles, Seviar, Sturgeon, and Tap- 
pan— li. 

The next thing in order was the Senate joint res* 
olution to regulate the making of contracts for the 
transportation of the malls over railroads. 

Mr. MERRICK said the House bad passed a 
joint resolution on the same subject; and he would 
prefer laying the Senate resolution on the table, and 
prooeeding with that of the Hoose. 
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On Ml. fi£.'s motioD, the Senate joint resolution 
WM Udd OD the table. 

Mr. M. then moi«d to take up that of the Hoa«e- 

Mr.- SEVIEft hoped the Senate would proceed 
widt liie ceneral oidere. 

Mr. MERRICK, as there waa objection made, 
withdrew hia motion to talce up the House- joint 
resolution. 

The next bill in order was that reported Mr. 
HoNTiHOTON, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, allowing drawback upon foreign merchan- 
dise, exported m the original packages to Chihua- 
hua ano Santa Fee, in Mexico. 

The bill waa taken up for consideration, as in 
eonunlttse of the whole; and, on motion by Mr. 
BRBESE, amended so as to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to direct the inapectors to do daty in 
any part of the State of Missouri he may deem ne- 
cessary. 

The bin was then rqiorted to the Senate; and the 
amendment being eoocaned in, it was ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time.' 

The next bill in order was the Senate bin intro- 
duced by Mr. Bemton, and reported by Mr. Ckit- 
TCiiDBii, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
providing for the organization of a company of 
sappers, miners, and pontoniers. 

It was taken up as id committee of the whole for 
consideration, reported back without amendment, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

On.motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the Senate biU pro- 
viding for Quieting the titles to certain lots in the 
towns of Ferrysburg and CroghaosviUe, in the 
State of Ohio, was taken up, the question being on 
eoncuiring in the amendment made by the House 
of Representatives, which amendment authorizes 
those persons whose title lapsed, and reverted 
to the United States, to make good their obligations 
and redeem their titles. 

Mr. PHELPS opposed the amendment 

Mr. W00DBRIIM3E explained that it could oc- 
casion no loss to the general government, nor to Ae 
State of Ohio, while the deniu of this power of re- 
demption might be injurious to many individuals. 
If the United States were to insist upon its rever- 
sionary interest, and seUthe lots, it would be bound, 
under the terms of the grant, to pay over whatever 
they would sett for to the State of Ohio. It was the 
same thing, then, Id let the original claimants make 
good their payments to the State, and no one would 
oe aggrieved. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. PHELPS ^ve notice that he'would to-mor> 
row ask leave to mtroducc a bill. 

Mr. COLaUITT gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the remis- 
sion of duty on railroad iron in certain cases. 

The Senate joint resolution authorizing the A^. 
tomey General to contract for copies of a proposed 
edition of the laws and treaties of the United Slates, 
was then read a third time and passed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoMDAT, February 10, l¥45. 
Thejoumal having been read, *j 
PUBLIC LANDS. * 
Mr- DANA, on leave, introduced a biU to reduee 
and graduate the price of the public lands in fiivor of 
actau settleis and cultivators, and to appropriate 
the proceeda thereof: read twice, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

TEAS AND RATS. 
Mr. DUNCAN submitted a resohition directing 
the Committee on PubUc Buildings to confer with 
Professor Morse, and ascertain from him if he can 
invent or adopt a more expeditious mode of takinj; 
the yeas and nays than that in present use, and if 
ao, also the probable cost thereof. Agreed to. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
Mr. OWEN remarked that there was an import- 
ant bin organizing a Smithsonian Institution, and 
which had neen passed in the Senate, now lying in 
Committee of the YHioleon the stateof theUmon; 
which he understood it was the intention of the 
chairman of the IJbnuT Committee to call up in a 
few days; and to whicli, at the proper time, it was 
his (Mr. O.'s) intention to ofier an amendment, or 
rather a substitute. He asked leave to introduce 
that substitute, that it might be referred to the same 
committee; and, as the subject was new to many 
members, that it might be printed for the informa- 
tion of the House. 



Leave being, granted, the substitute was received, 
referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARDIN asked leave to offer a resolution 
fixing a time for taking the vote on the post office 
bill; but objections being made, it was not received. 

Mr. HARDIN moved to suspend the rules; but 
the motion was decided to be out of order. 

Mr. CARY, on leave, introduced a bill for the re- 
lief of Josias Scott: read twice and referred to the 
Committee of ihe Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER announced that this was the day 
set apart for the consideration of territorial business 
and 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, the Committee of the 
Whole Was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of all the territorial business; and the same was 
referred to Ihe Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, the rules were sus- 
pended, anil the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. J. W. Davis, of Indiana, in the chair,) and 
acted on the following biUs: 

The bill to enable the people of Iowa to form a 
constitution and State government, with a view to 
the admittance of said State into tne Union on an 
equal footing with the other Slates was read, and 
then laid aside informally. 

On motion of Mr. H. DODGE, the foUowing 
bills were severally taken up and considered, and 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 
LIGHT-HOUSE. 

A bill making appropriations for the erection of a 
light-house at the town of Southport, Territory of 
Wisconsin. 

HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

A bin providing for the continuation of the 
bor improvements already commenced at the t^n 
of Southport, Territory of Wisconsin. 
ROADS. 

A bin for the construction and improvement of 
certain roads in the Territory of Wisconsin. 
MINERAL POINT TOWN LOTS. 

A bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause patents to be issued for certain lots 
in the town of Mineral Point, Territory of Wiscon- 
sin. 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, the fbllowingbUlswere 
severally taken up, and considered, and laid aside to 
be reported to the House. 

A oill providing for the payment of certain mili- 
tia forces called into service in the Territory of Flor- 
ida. 

A bill lo compensate certain registers and receiv- 
ers of land offices in Florida for special services, and 
to prescribe the fees to be received by all such ofS- 
cers in other cases. 

Mr. LEVY explained the purport of the bill, at 
the request of Mr. C. Johnsok, who also subse- 
quently made some observations thereon, and moved 
to strike out the first section of the bill. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. T. 
SMITH and Mr. WENTWORTH. 

Mr. LEVY submitted an amendment to meet 
the views of gentlemen; which Was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the question as 
amended — the motion being to strike out; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then moved that the bill be 
laid aside, to be reported to the House, with the 
recommendation that it be rejected; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE called up the bill making ap- 
propriations for certain improvements in the Terri- 
tory of Iowa; which, afler some explanations, was 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE next called up the bin No. 
588, being a bill supplemental to an act entitled An 
act for laying off tne towns of Fort Madison and 
Burlington, in the county of DesMoines and towna 
of BeUeview, Dubnque,*and Peru, in the county of 
Dubuque, Wisconsin, and for other purposes, ap- 
ptovea 3a July, 1836, and the amendatory act there- 
to. 

No amendment being proposed, the biU waa laid 
aside to be reported. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN FLORIDA. 

The biU making appropriations of |25,000 for 
certain improvements m Florida was taken up. 

Mr. LEVY moved an amendment to add a sec- 
tion providing for the reappropriation of aU sums 



heretofore appropriated for improvements in Floii- 
da, the application of which was suspended by b. 
dian hostilities, for the purposes for which the 
original appropriations were made. 

Mr. L. explained the amendment; an d a b rief 
conversation ensued, in which Messrs. WENT- 
WORTH, CARROLL, VINTON, and LEVY 
participated. 

Mr. LEVY, in order to prevent consumptioo of 
time, withdrew the amendment. 

He offered another amendment to divert sportion 
of the appropriation for another purpose than ifast 
specified; but, on prospect of debate, withdrew tht 
amendment. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported. 

PAYMENT OP JOWA MILITIA. 

On motion of Mr. A. C. DODGE, the bil| to pro- 
vide for the payment of Iowa militia called into ur- 
viee in December, 1839, was taken up. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON briefly objected to the 
bin. 

Mr. JAMESON stated his views on the bill, lo 
which he forbore to press his former objections, al- 
though (be was understood to say) he considered 
that the governor of the Territory had transcended 
the proper limits of his authority in calling out the 
militia, the compensation for whose services the bill 
proposed to maice. 

Sdr. BRENGLE opposed the bin, on the general 
principle that the miliuvy force could not be brought 
into requisition except as auxiliary to the execuuon 
of the civil authority, and in compliance with the 
law of the land, neither of which justifying circum- 
stances existed in this case. 

Mr. McCLELLAND briefly opposed the bill, 
^nd concluded his remarks by offering an amend- 
ment as a substitute for that of Mr. Ratbioii, 
directing the Secretary of War to ascertain Ihe 
anouDt expended by the late Territory of Missouri 
In sustidning the jurisdiction of said Territory in the 
controversy with the Stale of Ohio, and to pay the 
Ihraetothenow State of Missouri, provided the 
same do not exceed |30,0OO, which sum it proposed 
hereby to appropriate. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

llie question then recurring on the amendmest, 
was taken, and it was rejected. 

'The question then being on laying aside the bill 
to be reported to the House, 
,Mr. JAMESON replied to Mr. G. Davis, taking 
Skception to the grounds on which Mr. D. had ad- 
vMated the bill, and vindicating the right of ihe 
pJkition of the Slate of Missouri in her boundary 
controverry with Iowa. 

Mr. G. DAVIS spoke in favor of the bill. 

Mr. DEIAN made a brief statement of facts, on 
whibfa the claim rests, and advocated the bill. 

Mr. VINTON addressed the committee in oppo- 
sition to it. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE addressed the committee ear- 
nestly in reply to Mr. V., and in favor of the bill- 

The debate waa continued by Mr. A. C. 
DODGE, Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, and Mr. VIN- 
TON. 

Mr. DODGE replied in a few words, glancing at 
the reasons of justice and expediency, which in bit 
opinion demanded favorable action on this bill, con- 
cerning which he referred to the fact that, after fall 
debate in committee, and in the House, it had three 
timea passed this House on a vote by yeas and nays, 
and been lost in the Senate for want of a committee, 
or some one specially to take charge of tenitorial 
interests. 

The bill was about being laid aside to be reported, 
when 

Mr. RATHBUN offered an amendment piovi- 
dingforthe payment of the militia of Missouri, 
called out for similar service in defeitce of her con- 
stitutional limits. 

Mr. R. briefly stated, that the appropriation pro- 
posed in his amendment was as just as the bill itself, 
and equally just, he concluded, would be the pay- 
ment of the militia of Ohio, Michigan, &c, who had 
performed similar service, and for which their Stales 
had no idea of calling on the general govenunent 
for payment. 

Mr. WELLER objected to the antendment as 
designed to defeat the Dill, and advocated the pas- 
sage ftf the bill in its original form. 

Mr. RATHBUN rejoined, and opposed the biD. 

Mr. WELLER appealed to gealleroen to 
forego the debate on the question of boundary till 
it came up in a regular manner. There waa a bill 
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before the Haute for the admisaion of Iowa into the 
Union, which would shortly come up, and then the 
whole debate would have to be gone over again. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE replied to the remarkaofMr. 
Jameson, defending the claim of Iowa to the botmd- 
ary line asked for by her. 

On mouon by Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, the bjU 
was laid aside to be reported to the Houae. 

Mr. A. y. BROWN moved that the committee 
take up the bill praridine for the admission of 
Florida and Iowa into the Union on an equal footing 
with the other States. 

The question being put, itvaa fvund that no 
quorum voted. 

TelletB were called for; when 

Messrs. C. JOHNSON and ORINNELL were 
appointed tellers, and they reported 82 in ihe af- 
firmative, and 5 in the negative; no quorum voting. 

As it was said to be evident that there was a quo- 
rum present, the vote was again taken by the same 
tellers, who reported 83 in Uie affirmative, and 32 
in the negativer 

. So the bill was taken up, and read by the Clerk at 
lensth. The first section was read, and passed 
witnout amendment. 

To the second section en amendment was offered 
by Mr. RELFE, defining the boundaries of Iowa 
and Missouri. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN said the Committee on Ter- 
ritoriea had avoided this perplexing question, and 
he trusted this committee would not now enter upon 
it Of the controversy between Missouri and Iowa, 
they had heard much this morning; and he appre- 
hendisd it might embarrass the passage of this bill 
if any other course were pursued than that laid 
down by the Committee on Territories, in a provis- 
ion of this bill, which left the question of boundary 
to be settled hereafter, in a mode pointed out. The 
northern boundary of Missouri had to be settled; 
and when it was defined, the Committee on Terri- 
tories proposed that it should be the southern bound- 
ary of Iowa. He hoped, therefore, that this pei> 
plexing question would be disposed of as the Com- 
mittee on Territories designed it to be, and that it 
would not be brought into their discussions on this 
occasion. 

Mr. RELFE spoke in support of bis amendment. 

Mr. BRENGLE said Missouri was now a State 
of this Union, and her northern boundary had to bQ 
defined and settled by the Supreme CoUrt of the 
United States. In this respect, then, she was above 
and beyond the action af Congress. He therefore, 
at some length, opposed the amendment 

Mr. DUNCAN moved the following amendment 
to the amendment: 

Strike out the lecood Mction ailer the wold "that," bi 
the 6rtt line, and iniert: 

Thii admisiioB of the State of Iowa if upen the expreM 
conditi6n that the laid State shall conailt of, and have jurig' 
diction orer, the territory ioclnded within the fbllowipg 
boandariea— to wit: beginning in the middle of the 8t Pe- 
ter^ river, at thejunction of we Watonwapr or Blue Earth 
river; with the laid river St Peter running thence dne east 
to the boundary line of the Territory of wiiconain, in the 
middle of ttn MiMiaaippi rirer; thence down the middle of 
the last named river with the boundary line of the Territory 
of Wisconsin and State of Illinois to the northeast comer of 
the State of Mltxouri, in said river Misafsaippi: thence west, 
wardly with the boundary line ot aaidState orMlsaoarl to a 
point due south from the place of beginning; thence dae 
north to the place ef beginning in said St Peter's river. 

Src. 3. Br it fianheTenacial, That the said State of Iowa 
shall have concurrent Jurisdiction on the river Mississippi, 
and every other river bordering on the said State of Iowa, 
- ao far as the said riven shall form a common boundary to 
said State, and any other State or States now or hereafter to 
be formed and bounded by the same: such rivers to be com- 
mon to both, and that the said river Mississippi, and the nav- 
igable rivers and waters leading into the same, shall be 
common highways, and forever free as well to the inhab. 
itants of said State as to all other citizens of the United 
States, without any tax, duty, impost, or loll therefor im- 
posed by the said State of Iowa. 

Sicc. 4. Bi it farthtr tnattti, That it is hereby mad* and 
declared to he a fundamental condition of the admission of 
aaid State of Iowa into the Union, that so much of this act 
as relates to the said State of Iowa shall be assented to by a 
convention of delegates, to be elected by the people of nid 
State, for the purpose of giving the asaent herein required; 
and as soon as such assent shal] be given, the President oi 
the United States shall announce the same by proclamation; 
and therefrom, and without further proceedings on the part 
of Congresa, the admission of the said State of Iowa into 
the Union, on an equal footing, in all respects whatever, 
with the original States, shuU be considered as complete. 

Mr. D. exhibited for the examination of mem- 
bers a map of Nicolet, which he held in his hand; 
and he said his object in offering this amendment 
was to bring Iowa within the boundaries designated 
by Nicolet, comprising an amount of territory of 
about 89,400 miles — a brger amount of land tnan 
was comprised in the State of Ohio. This would 
leave territory for two other States, as would be 



seen by reference to this map.. It left a laige por- 
tion of'^ territory north of the State, of Iowa, if jt 
became a State, large enoi^h, by nmning as high 
up as the northern line of loMva, and across to Mis- 
souri, for a State; and it also lefl the nucleus of a 
Slate (which was now seuled) north of the boundary 
laid down by Nicolet, and embracing a large and 
valuable territory. 

After aome observations from Mr. AUG. C 
DODGE, 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, chairman of th* Comduttee 
on Territories, had but a word to say on this ques- 
tion. There had been various propositions sub- 
mitted to the committee; various maps had been 
examined bv them; the question of boundary inves- 
tigate by them with much care; and the conclusion 
to which they had come was to adhere to the 
boundary asked for by the people of lowaj who 
were there, who had settled the country, and whose 
voice should be listened to in the matter. The 
State, as bounded by the bill, and as agreed upon 
by the Committee on Territories, was smaller tiian 
Missouri or Virginia, and about the same size as 
Michigan; and on the score of territory there Could 
be no just cause of complaint. The committee be- 
lieved that the boundaries, as designated on the 
map, and asked for by the people of the Territory, 
were the best ones. 

Mr. DUNCAN insisted that, notwithstanding 
what the gentleman said about the comparative size 
of the State with Missouri and Virginia, he under- 
took to say that in the State, as bounded by the bill, 
there was double and treble the valuable land. The 
gentleman talked about the boundaries of nature. 
The boundaries which he (Mr. D.) proposed were 
the boundaries of nature. His object in proposing 
them was not political, but to leave the boundary in 
the best manner, so that other States cauld be 
formed as he had before spoken of He held in his 
hand a statement of the topographical engineer, 
showing that the boundaries he proposed contained 
an area as large as Ohio or New York, and larger, 
in point of fertility of soil, than any two Statra in 
the United States. 

Mr. VINTON expressed the gratification he felt 
at his colleague's having offered this amendment, 
and was proceeding to give his views generally, 
when he yielded, and. 

On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the committee 
rose and reported their action on the above several 
bills to the House. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN moved that the bills just re- 
ported be put upon their passage. 

SURETIES OF SAMUEL 8WARTW0UT. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES called up the priv- 
ileged motion which he had made to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to enter into an arrangement or com- 

Iiromise with the sureties of Samuel Swartwovrt, was 
aid on the table, and he withdrew the motion to re- 
consider. 

Mr. MURPHY immediately renewed it 

Mr. SAUNDERS raised the point of order that 
the House having acted on the motion 'by vote of 
postponement, it was not competent for the gentle- 
man to withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

On motion of Mr. MURPHY, the consideration 
of his motion was postponed until Friday next. 

AMOS KENDALL. 

Mr. FRENCH, on leave, presented the memorial 
of Amos Kendall, setting forth the losses he incur- 
red in consequence of the snit against him by Stock- 
ton and Stokes for the performance of his duty to 
the government in the office of Postmaster General. 
The memorialist prays that Congress will take his 
case into immediate consideration, and provide by law 
for the payment of all his expenses incurred in his 
defence, together with reasonable counsel fees; and 
also by a commUiaion on the sums disbursed under 
the act of Congress imposing on him special duties, 
which have proved to be so responsible and ruinous, 
or in such other Way as to them may seem meet and 
proper, afford him some indemnity for the loss of time, 
and the many other injuries inflicted on him without 
just cause, and in violation of law, for his fidelity to 
his trust while in the service of the government: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN moved that the House take 
up the territorial bills that had juat been passed in 
Committee of the Whole; when 

Mr. JAMESON moved for the printing of the 
Ist article of the constitution of Missoorij but objec- 



tions being made, the motion was decided to be out 
of order. 

[The following is the article which J. wished to 
have printed: and it is inserted here at his request 
and that of Mr. Bovldk 

"AtTICI.C I. 

"We do declare, eatablish, ratify sad eonfirm, the follow- 
ing as the permanent boandariea of aaid Mate, that is to say: 
'Beginning U the middle of the Miaaiatippi river, on the par. 
allel of tfilrtT-aix degnes of north latitude; tlieooewaat, 
along the said paraUel of laUtude, to the St. Francoia river; 
thence np, and foUowing tha coarse of that river, In the 
middle of the main channel thereof; te the panllel of latl- 
tnde of thirty-six degree* and thirty minatas; tbuce wast, 
along.the same, to anoint where th* said parallel is intei^ 
aected by a meridian line passing through the middle 
ef the month of the Kansa* river, wher* the same 



empties into th* Miaseari riveix Ihaaoe, from tha point 
aforesaid, north, alonirtthe) nid meridian line, to the 
iiit*n«ction of th* par*ll*l of latitude which passes throngh 
th* rapids of th* river D*a Moinea, malring the said line cor- 
respond with the Indian bonndary line; thence east, tnm 
the point of ii^tenection last sforaaaid, along th* said paral- 
lel of latitude, to tha middle of th* ehaimel of the main fork 
of the aaid river Des Moines; thence down along the middle 
of the main channel of th* said river Uea Moines to th* 
month of the earn*, wh*r« it *aniti*s into th* Mississippi 
river: thene* diie east ts the middle of the main ohunel of 
the Miuissippi river; thence down, and following the course 
of the Mississippi river, in the middle of the main channel 
thereof, to the place of beginning.' "] 

On motion, the Houae then adjotimed. 

The followmg noticea of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporten by the iherabera 
presenting them: 

By Mr. MCDOWELL: The petitions of aondry pefsmBlv - 
Clermont county, 01Uo,braying (ore t«o>hor«* mail route 
from Cincinnati to Bethel, ud Felicity, In said county : re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Poat Offloe and Post Koads. 

By Mr. FARLEE: The petition of John F. Lay, and 77 
other citizena of Bedford county^, Penosylvaiiia, ibr th* re- 
duction of the ratea of postage. 

By Mr. TVLER: The petition of B. Chambetlain, and 
others, of the county of Cattaraogas, and State of New 
York, praying for the abolition or slavery and th* aiav* 
trade in tha District of Colnmbia, and the Territory «f Flori- 
da, and for th* rap«al of certain laws in fli* Territory of 
Florida in relation to alavery. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of John Turnor, of 
Wayna oonnty , Kontucky. asking for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TIBBATT8: The memorial ol W. HamiUan Wat- 
kins, and 90 other citizens of New Orleans, praying that 
Congress may pass House bill No. 71, ealitlad ''A bill to 
amend an act *ntitl*d 'an act to provide itar the better *e- 
ourity of the lives of passengers on board of veasets pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steam," approved July t, 18S8: 
referred to th* Committee of tha Whole on the state of tb* 
Union. 

Mr. BAKER presented th* petition of Lewis Strong; and 
44 other citizens of Northampton, Maaaachnaetts, praying 
for a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. McCAUSLEN: Petitions (him Columbiana conaly, 
Ohio, praying ibr a reduction of the price of the pnbue 
lands: refuted to tli* Committee on Pablic Lands. 

By Mr. RAMSEV: Th* petlUon of B*ary Waltan, E. P. 
Hughea, and 30 othen, citiims of DanplUnc*nnty, Pannsyl- 
vania, aaklng the reduction of postage to a Axed rate of two 
cent*, and for the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr ORINNELL: The petition of Caleb Belcher, and 
othen, asking a pension for IHiebe Green, the widow of a 
revolutionary soldier. The petition of Elisha Doane, and 
others, seamen, asking that they may be paid ibr sarvicea 
on board vessels of th* United Stat** navy. 

ByMr.BALYV: The paUUoB oflRanaom White, pray- 
ing for a comp«nsatiun for a pilot boat which waa pressed 
into th* pahlic st-rvie* during therevolutioDSrT war: refer* 
red to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. RATHBini: The petition of WjUiam 8. AUmi and 
others, of Cay nga county, New Voric, for tlie redaction of 
postage to two c*nu on half.«aiioe l*tten. and to aboliah 
the franking privilege; referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. Also the petition of Henry Ivi- 
son, Jr., and othen, of Aubnm, New York, f*r the aame 
purpose. 

Bv Mr. HAYS: The petition ofeitiiena of Venango and 
Butler counties, Pennsylvania, for the construction of a Mac- 
adamised road at some point on the Cumberland road, at or 
near the western liase of Laurel hill, through Pittabai^, and 
by the araenal at Pittsburg, and the arsenal at Maadaville, 
to th* harbor at Erie: raferred te th* Committe* on 
Roada and Canals. 

By Mr HOLMES: The petition of James Marah and Son, 
praying Congress to purchase their floating dry dock in th* 
city of Charleslown, South Carelina, for Ui* oae of th* 
Unitad Stales at their harbor. 

By Mr. WETHERED: Th* memorial of Bbekhead 
Pearce, of Baltimore, taking for a remlaalon of datiea 
paid on guano, and that the article may tie keraafter admit- 
ted free of doty. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: Th* p*tition of P. B. Cahoon, 
and sundiT othen, for aharlwr at Uttl* Fort, Lake co., Il- 
linois. Also one from Star Fort, and sundir ritiiena of 
Chicago, for the same object Also from James Young 
Corey, and othen, for the same object. Also one from 
Henry Neal, and othen, for tha same object. Also on* 
from D. O. Dickinson, tod sundry othen, <or tb* same ol>- 
Jeot Alao on* from RaflUa TUAny, and othen, for the 
sam* ohjact: all of which wore referred to th* Coausitt** 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. WHEATON: Tb* p*tition of 3M citiien* of 
Onondaga county. New York, taking tliat Little Sodna 
Bay, New York, may be made aceoaalbk' as,a harbor, naar. 
ly oathaplanof C^itain Maorioe^: refened te lb* Cos- 
nittee on Coauaerte. 
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By Mr.- B0BIN80N: The pMiUan from L. B. Crocker 
and othei*, oitiieni of Oiwogo comity, New York, pnying 
fortbe redaction of the rate* of postcge to two cenU on let- 
len Al« the petition from Jemet A. MeCheuiey and oth- 
er», citiiena of Fort Ontario, New York, praying for a fur- 
ther appropriation to improve the Itartrar at aaid place. 

By Mr. / STEWART: The petition of Nathaniel A. Ba- 
con end aome four or Are hundred othere, citlieniofNew 
Haren county, Connecticut, praying Congreu to reduce 
tha i»t«( of letter poitage to two ocnta cmE, and K> aboliih 
tha franking privilege. Alio the petition of John C.Cal- 
houn and sixty-iix othen, citixena of Plymouth, in tha 
county of Litchfield, for the samee object: retarred to the 
Committee on the Post OIHce and Pott Roada. 

By Mr. T. H. SEYMOUR; The memorial of inhabitanti of 
tha town of Windsor, in Connecticut, aaUag for a reduc- 
tion of postage to two cents, and for the abolition of the 
franking privilege: referred to the CoBiinlttee on the Pott 
Ofllee and Pott Roada. ...„,, 

By Mt. ROBERT SMITH: The memorial of tha National 
Reform Ateociation of the City of Now York, pmying Con- 
gress to abolish the present system of selling the public 
Lnds, and to adopt such measures in relation thereto as 
will secure (free of cost or ohaige) to such paraont as are 
not now the ownem of land, and who are now or hereafter 
may become cultivatoia of the soil, a reasonable and proper 
quantity of said lands: teferred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 



IN SENATE. 
TUESB4T, February 11, 1845. 
The PRESIDENT pro tern. laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War DejMutment, titma- 
mtttiDg, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
an, a report of the meteorological obserrationa made 
at rite Oirard college, Philadelphia; which, 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, was ordered 
to lie un the table, and be printed. 

Also laid before the Senate certain certificates in 
support of the claim of David Little, of Washington, 
now pending before the Committee on Claims; 
which were referred to that committee. 

Mr. DIX presented petitions from 43 inhabitants 
of Syracuse, New York, and 90 citizens of Onon- 
daga county, New York, praying for a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which were ordered to lie on 
the table, that subject having been disposed of. 

Also presented a petition from Hueh W. Dobbin, 
praying for arrears of pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also presented a petition from S6 inhabitants of 
the State of New York, and 216 citizens of the coun- 
ty of Cayuga, New York, praying for the annexar 
tion of Cianada to the United States: ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 108 
citizens of Bangor, Maine, asking that all proposi- 
tions for the annexation of Texas may be rejeoted. 

Mr- F. said he felt it to be his duty, in presenting 
the petition, to say that a gentleman who was well 
acquainted with the petiuonera, had informed him 
that, with two or three exceptions, they were all 
id>olitioniBtsand whigs: ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from Jane 
Hawkins for a pension: referred to the Committee 
OB Naval Affairs. 

The PRESIDENT pro Jem. laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War Department, in an- 
swer to a resolution pf the Senate of the 3d instant, 
inquiring wherfier the Secretary of War had re- 
ceived any communication or report, recently, from 
Qen. Cunningham, late mineral agent, containing 
information of the copper region in Miasisaippi. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication from 
the Navy Department, transmitting printed copies 
of the Navy Register for the year 1845. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
citisens of Butler county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
an appropriation of money for the construction of 
a Macadamized rosd from some point on the Cum- 
berland road, near to the base of Laurel hill, to 
Lake Erie: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Also prosented a petition firom citizens of Pitts- 
burgh, praying for a reduction of the rates of post- 
age: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BATES presented a memorial from the in- 
habitants of Goshen, Massachusetts, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. 

Mr. B. said he did not know whether the petiuonen 
were whigs or abolitionists — he had not taken the 
pains to ascertain; but he knew that they were re- 
spectable citizens, who bad a right to petition: oi^ 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the memorial of the gen- 
eral assembly of Alabama upon the subject of estab- 
lishing a national foundry in the South, recommend- 
ing some point in the northwestern counties of that 
Slate as an admirable location, and instructing the 
MBttoTS and requesting the reineeentatives to carry 



out, as ftir El practicable, the objects of the jwo'"' 
tions; read, and referred to th< Committee on Minla- 
ry Affaire. , . , ... 

Also resolutions passed ^y the legislature of Ala- 
bama against any alteration or modification of the 
veto power, against any scheme for the distribution 
of the prooeeds of the public lands amongst the sev- 
eral States; against a protective tariflf, and particulate 
ly the lariffof 1842; in favor of the annexation of 
Texas to the United States; declaring a national 
bank unconstitutional and inexpedient; in favor of 
the termination of the joint occupancy of the Oregon; 
and declaring that the title of the United States to 
that territory is clear and indisputable. The reso- 
lutions were read, and ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. , * m 

Mr. MERRICK presented a petition frdTh True 
Putney and Hugh Riddle, of Bakimore citv, pray mg 
compensation for services in constructing the govern- 
ment ware-houses in that city: referred to the Corn- 
mi ttea on Claims. . ,. u 

Mr. MERRICK submitted a resoluUon; which 
was read as follows: 

Retohtd, That the Secretary of War report to the Senate 
the names of all persons who have, since the tint January, 
1840, received any stockfofthe United Stati<s,or of any State, 
or any scrip, money, er certificate, security, or other prop- 
erly belonging to the Chickasaw, orphan, or incompetent 
fund— reciUng the parllcular descripUon of slook, scnp, 
money, certificate, security, or other property, the aroeunts, 
dates, and names respectisely, with the authority under 
which such payments ware each made, and the considera- 
tion for such transfer. 

Mr. JARNAOIN asked ihe mover of the resolu- 
tion so to modify it, as to include the word "Choc- 
taw." 

Mr. MERRICK remarked that he was totally 
unacquainted with that matter, but would, if it was 
the gentleman's desire, enlarge the inquiry to the 

"Choctaw." , , ui .. .V 

The resolution Ues one day on the table, under the 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial frem the 
legislature of Missouri in support of the claim of 
the United Slates to the Oregon Territory; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, on leave, introduced a bill en- 
titled An act granting to the State of Arkansas the 
hot spring reservations in said State; which was 
twice read, and referred to the Committee on Public 



The following resolution, submitted bj Mr. 
BREXtE yesterday, was considered and agreed to,tiz. 

lUmhei. That the Secretary of War be dkectedto im- 
mnnicateto the Senate any plan which he may hsv «»; 
vised, or which may be in potaeasion of th« Depntaaent « 



viaoa, or wnicn may m lu |jwm«,«#ivu ". «.- "-»-— ,- 

Wai-. by Ihe adoption of which greater facHiUea of appnach 
,■■.„. j^g yjiji^ (ii^ |]||p<.m1 rMvtniM of I.a]ce Ban*. 

,„. rded. and lU 

f^ly developed 



JO ...u m.^. .«-... -— , TnMsl roelons of Lake Bop* 

rior will bo aflbrded, and lU wealth and Importance l>e aiota 



Mr. COLdUlTT, on leave, introduced a bill (o 
remit the duty on railroad iron in certain casee; 
which was twice read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. txl'k ■ ■ , • 

Mr. ARCHER preseriWi ff peution from a lai^ 
number of persons in the State of Pennsylvania, 
oraYine for a chance in the naturalization laws. 

On inoUon by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was d ischarged from the further 
consideration of several petitions from citizens of 
Michigan, praying that the laws for the collection 
of dutMss on goods imported from the Canadas may 
be enforced; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the House 
bill for the relief of Elisha Morrell, the administra- 
tor of Joseph Icard, deceased. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was order^ 
that the petition of John Milliken, Robert Ford, 
and Mrs. Lawson, be taken from the files and refe> 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
authorize the repayment of lands sold by the United 
States without authority of law; which wm read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. , , .„ . 

Mr. PHELPS, on leave, introduced a bill to incor- 
porate the Columbia Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Washington; which was twice read, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. . „ ,,.,.. _ 
Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on MiUlary 

Afiaire, reported a bill for the relief of 

W. Thompson; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. , , « „ . , 

Mr. CHOATE submiUed the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table: 

Rtt^lvtd, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public in. 
terest the instrucliona given to the late commisaioner to 
China, and any commonicationa made directly to that gor- 
•nuaant. 



Several bills from the House, mosUv of a priTate 
diaraeter, were read twice, and committed. 

The following engroseed bills were read the thud 
time and passed, vii: 

The act allowing drawback upon foreign mer- 
chandise exported in the original packages to Chi- 
huahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico. 

The joint resolution for the distnbulion of the 
work on the exploring expedition. . 

The resolution amendatory of the resolotion 
passed April 30th, 1844, respecung the applicauoo 
of certain appropriations heretofore made. 

The act for the organization ofa company of sap- 
pers, minere, and pontoniera. 

The act to provide a free bridge across the i:.aateni 
Branch of Uie Potomac, in the city of Washingtoo. 
FRENCH SP0UATION8. 

The engroseed bill entitled an act |)roTidingfer 
the satisfaction of claims duo certain Abmuksb 
citizens for spoliations committed by the French 
on their coromeice prior to 1800, was taken up ™ 
read the third Ume; and the quesuon being ■haB it 

'mt. McDUFFlE thought a bill of such incoa^ 
parable magnitude should not be permiuwl U) pass 
without any examination at all, so fiu as hie knowl- 
edge extended, except the speech of the honorable 
■i^r from Massachusetts [Mr. Choat«] in sup- 
port of it. The bUl, he •aid,inTol»edclmnas extend- 
ing oyer a period of ei^t yews, for spodiatjoiM 
comraiued half a century ago; and would, in all 
probability, if passed, involve a nauonal expen^ 
ttweoffrom 115,000,000 to $30,000,000. HeWd, 
therefore, aJt the favor of the Senate to afford bia 
an opportunity to look into it, to postpone the taB 
tjH Thuraday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 

OREGON. 
Mr. ARCHER asked the honorable aenstor 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cboatk) who waa at the 
head of the Library Committee, if he would take 
that occasion to bring to the notice of the Senate a 
short bill in relation to the purchase of copies of 
Greenhow's History of Oregon, whrch had beenr^ 
ported favorably upon by that committee. 

Mr, CHOATE said he had made the mouon « 
an unfavorable moment yesterday to take ^at bffl 
up. He was obliged to the senator from Virpna 
for calling his mind to it. He therefore moved to 

take the bill up. , 

The previous ordera were accordingly P«»«E«|™' 
and the bill providing for the purchase of Qr«a- 
how'a History of Oregon, California, and other t«i- 
ritories on the northweetem coast of Amcraa, ■^ 
taken up as in committee of the whole. Th ere *e- 
ing no proposition to amend the bill, it was tepon- 

ed to the Senate. , .„ . ^ 

The question now being shall the bill be engross- 
ed for a third reading 

Mr. TAPPAN demanded the yea» and niyi, 
which were ordered. , .„ . _i. 

Mr. ALLEN said this was the same biU, m sob- 
stance, which was discussed at the last aessioa. 
He opposed it then, and would now — not in the 
way of a speech, however. The government oftta 
United States was becoming -very much likea b«*- 
dealer. Under various pretentions it had under, 
taken to buy up such ot the old unsaleable works a 
the country «s the publishere found upon tto 
hands. There were two instances of this now be- 
fore the Senate. Here was one. This gentleroaa, 
(Mr. Greenhow,) who was a very worthy m", 
was one of theofiicen of the Stale Department, isi 
was directed to prepare a history of the title of uw 
government to the Territory of Oregon. He w 
directed to do that as a part of bis public dniy,w 
which he was in receipt of an annual salary, w 
performed that duty; and doubUess performed it 
well. The result of his labore was laid befoit 
Congress in the form of a report; and Congioa 
preserved that report. It exists among at 
arehives of the government. After that, this «iit^ 
revises, or reviews, as a private citizen, the labon 
which he had performed as a public officer, cbW« 
by a new name; prevails upon some firiend to «»■ 
mil a proposition to the Senate to buy 1,500 cof«ei 



Digitized by 



Google 



OON^RBSSiONAt GLQBte. 



in 



>r this new work. The Senate acquiesced last ses- 
lion, with the usual facility with which this bod^ 
tcquiesces in Kberal appropriations of the pubhc 
noney. The facility with which this, and other 
»ses oflhe kind, got through the Senate, ha< super- 
nduced another application — a very strange one; an 
ippUcation by a gentleman having a large number 
>f the reporta of the decisions of the United States 
KMirts on band. He came here, and, through a com- 
nitteee, the Senate was to purchase 500 copies of 
Jiese reports, at $65 a copy, out of the public treasu- 
-y, to distribute to the States and State courts. So 
£at it was seen, from the moment the Sen- 
ite became the purchaser of old boeks, under 
the pretence of distribnting them, it gave a 
lanctions to these applications, and threw out an 
loduoemeht to all who were burdened with a coro- 
nodity of that kind. Under the fasdnating pretext 
}f distributing them to the whole people of the 
Union, by distributing them to the State legislatures 
u)d State courts, we see to what it has been brought. 
Now, the whole concern of book-printing in this 
Muntry is made to receive the oflicifd patronage of 
the government; and, from this out, any man who 
pubnsbea a work relating to our public anairs in the 
remotest particular, has nothing to do but to call 
upon Congress to purchase the surplus numbers of 
that work which ne has on hand, for distribution 
among the States or people, or somebody else, it is 
immaterial whom. It was manifest, no matter what 
the pretext of distribution was, the whole danger 
lay m the first example, which, once set, opened 
the way for applications to which there wo<i]d he no 
termination. He briefly desired, in these few re- 
marks, to record his name against this proposition. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that he was physically 
unable to make more than a single remark upon this 
subject. The passage of this bul involved consider- 
ations, in his sincere judgment, of high importance 
to the country. The Senate was going veryohort- 
ly to dispose of the great question of the annexation 
of Texas; and aAer doine' that, another great ques- 
tion would have immediately to be considered, 
which he confidently believed might implicate in its 
issue the peace of the United States. The discus- 
sion on this la3t subject would involve the question 
of the title or right of the United States to the Terri- 
tory of Oregon. Every senator who took an iotei^ 
eat in that question ought to be enabled to trace the 
grounds upon which our title is maintained. Hav- 
ing, from the position assigned him by th« Seniite, 
been required to give particular attention to 
this matter, he could state it as his unhesitating 
opinion to the Senate, that there was no other 
source of adequate information to which senators 
could at this lime refer, or have access, but the book, 
the purchase of which was the object of this bill. 
There were no other means of knowledge which 
which would enable the Senate to vote understand- 
ingly upon the question about to be submitted to 
their decision. 

Kow, he put it to every senator, was not that in- 
formation worth the sum which it is proposed to 
appropriate by this bill to the acquisition of i^ 
Was it not worth that sura to be enabled to under- 
stand the grounds of a decision we would be obliged 
to render, upon a question of such admitted moment 
to the country? He thought this too small a mat- 
ter, to go into the other considerations suggested by 
the honorable senator from Ohio, [Mr. Au.en.] 
Let the question be decided without debate. The 
yeas and nays had been called, and he hoped they 
would be taKen now. 

Mr. ALLEN remarked that, if he thought it was 
necessary to the understanding of this great question 
which was to be acted upon so speedily, he would so 
fer conform to the honorable senator's [Mr. Abch- 
Kit's] opinions upon the subject, as to go down to a 
Wokstore and bu v one of Mr. Greenhow's works. 
He would expend th^t much money out of his per 
diem to enable him to understand how to vote upon 
a great question involving the annexation of one 
empire to another. But could it be possible now, 
on the very day — the very hour — when this great 
question of the annexation of Texas was to be taken 
Up, that the Senate of the United States had to go to 
•chool to Mr. Greenhow to learn how they should 
vote! Could it be possible that a question which 
h»d wanned up the whole heart of America, and 
excited all the Acuities of this great people to their 
utmost, was now to be made known to the Senate 
through the medium of Mr. Greenhow's book re- 
lating to the Northwest Territory! We cannot de- 
bate Texas, it is said, without the hiatorr of thia 
Oregon controversy; and then we cannot (lebete th« 
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Oregon question, although we have had all the light 
which Mr. Greenhow eould shed upon it in his re- 
port from the State Department, which treated of 
the very same subjects embraced in this book, with- 
outpurchasing the book itself! 

Tne Senate was late in t^ie performance of its du- 
ty, if, at this late period, members were to learn 
how to vote upon this question. If it was impossi- 
ble to vote without Mr. Greenhow's book, it ought 
to have been purchased at the last session, and the 
vacation between that session and thii ought to have 
been spent in studying it. It was too late to learn 
now how to vote upon the Texas and Oregon ques- 
tions, both of which were to be acted upon within 
six or eight days. But this was a matter upon 
which be would not detain the Senate. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment 
of the bill, and decided in the aiHrmative by a vote 
of yeas 30, nays 18, oa follows: 

YEAS.— Meain. Archer, Atchiion, Barrow, Bat««, Bay- 

■d, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Critteniten, Dayton, Evani, 

Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Henrienon, Hoger, Hunl- 



ard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evani, 
Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Henrienon, Hoger, Hunl- 
ington. Jamagiii, Johnaon, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 



njmseu incapacitatea, ny tne enects ot 
firm health, from taking the place wl 
properly belong to him in the discusBi( 
opening it. He had, however, obtain 



Porter, Rirei, SempU, Simmons, IJphtro, Walker, Whit*, 
and Woodbridge— 30. 

NATS.— Mesira. Allen, Aihlej, Athcrton, Bagby, Benton, 
Brrese, Colquitt, Dickinion, Dix, Fairileld, Lewii, Mc- 
Dnltie, NUo», Phelps, Sevier, Stnrgcon, Tappan, and Wood- 
bury-18. . «~ 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. MERRICK said that yesterday morning, at 
his instance, the bill for the relief of Fuller and Salt- 
mard, was laid over till this morning. He now 
meved to take it up. 

f Mr. ARCHER rose and said that it would be in 
(be recollection of the Senate that he had on a foi^ 
mer day given notice that be would on this day ask 
thf attention of the Senate to the resolution re- 
ported from the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
recomnwnding the rejection of the joint resolution 
which lad been sent from the House of Representa- 
tives for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. He now rose fb fulfil that plsdve. He was 
himself incapacitated, by the effects of his late in- 

which would 
iscussion — that of 
obtained from a 
friend-^nother member of the committee — the fa- 
vor of taking his place, by whom, he had no doubt, 
the office would be more worthily discharged. In 
giving the annunciation to this day, the fact had not 
occurred to him that to-morrow would have to be 
employed in the business of counting the votes on 
the presidential election. Perhaps it would be deei- 
rable (emd it was his opinion that it would) not to 
have to break the continuity of the debate, as would 
be the case if it were commenced to-day instead of 
Thursday. He would not himself propose this 
postponement, though he thought it would be con- 
ducive to the convenience of Uie Senate. the 
Senate did not concur in this impression, the debate 
would now proceed; the senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. MoREHEA nJ b eing prepared to commence it. 

Mr. MERRICK remarked, that if the gentleman 
desired to take up the Texas question, he would not 
object. It seemed to him, however, from Uie sug- 
gestions of the honorable senator [Mr. ArcherI 
that this important discuosion should be continued 
when once commenced. He therefore would prefer 
the postponement of it till Thursday, as the Count- 
ing of the presidential votes would take place to- 
morrow. However, if gentlemen desired to have a 
rote upon the proposition to postpone, be would 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays upon 
the postponement of the consideration of tliis Texas 
question. 

Mr. MOREHEAD rose for the purpose of an- 
swering the su^estions made by his friend from 
Maryland [Mr. Merrick] as to whether the mem- 
ber of the committee upon whom had devolved the 
duty of representing the chairman of the committee, 
in tbis place, was willing to proceed in the argu- 
ment to-day, or was desirous of postponing it until 
Thursday next. He would conform himself to 
whatever might be the wish of the Senate in that re- 
spect. It was only on yesterday, about this time in 
the day, that his friend [Mr. Archer] informed 
him that from the state of his health it would be 
impossible for him to proceed with the discussion 
as he had proposed, by dischai^ing the duty which 
had been asaigned him of opening the debate. He 
[Mr. Arcber] therefore devolved thatduty upon him 
(Mr. MoREHXAi).) It would occur to every member 
of the Senate that, in the petformanoe of a duty lo 



important and responsible as that, and so unexpected- 
ly thrown upon him, he was not as well prepared for 
the commencement of the discussion as he coold 
wish to be, either in regard to the question itself, or 
to himself personally. He would therefore, under 
these circumstances, without feeling the alighteet 
possible inclination to postpone nnneces»arily the 
eenaideration of thia important question one mo- 
ment, prefer that the subject should be laid over till 
Thursday; and he would propose to call it up then 
himself. He would consider this somewhat of a 
personal obligation, imder the peculiar circumstance* 
to which be had alluded. If, however, the Senate 
thought proper to proceed^now, he should certainly, 
though not as well prepared w he desired to be, con- 
form to its wishes. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was a minority of on* 
upon the Committee on Foreign Relations on this 
question. For his own part, he was at any time, 
and at all times, ready to proceed and present his 
views to the Senate upon this subject; but he was 
placed in a most painnil position in reg;ard to this 
▼ote. His colleagues upon the committee had al- 
ways acted with uniform eooitesy and kindnea* to- 
wards him. They hod never withheld anything 
from him, either m courtesy or in principle. He 
knew all that they knew; and under these cireum- 
stances, when a colleague upon the committee asked, 
as a matter of petsoniQ &vor, that the consideration 
of this question might be postponed until Thursday, 
he could not vote a^nst him. He was as anxious 
as any person in this body, or in the country, that 
the Texas question shouldfbe discussed and decided 
as soon as possible; but notwithstanding alt this 
anxiety, he deemed it his duty, and heOeemedit 
due to the courtesy ot the position in which be 
stood, to vote in tavor of the poetponenenL 

Mr. SEVIER observed that he understood the 
gendeman from Kentaeky [Mr. MeaaBBAD] to be 
willmg to proceed with his remarks now. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would proceed, if the 
Senate desired it. He wished, however, to have it 
postponed till Thursday, as a matter of personat 
convenience to himself. 

Mr. SEVIER, under those cireumatahcea, with- 
drew his call for the yeas and nays. 

The consideration of the Texas question was, 
therefore, postponed till Thursday. 

DISTRIBUTION OP THE DECISIONS 07 THI 
8UMIEME COURT. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate bill 
providing for the purchase anddistritiution of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
amon|^ the several States and Territories, was taken 
up as m committee of the whole, and conaidered. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury 
to purchase of Thomas Cowpeithwaite <fc Co., of 
Philadelphia, or from any other persons if the some 
can be had on better terms, 500 copies of the decis- 
ions of the Supreme Court of the United States as 
contained in the six volumes of Peters^ condetised 
reports, and the seventeen volumes subsequent 
thereto, by the same reporter, at a price not exceed- 
ing f 65 per copy, and likewiae two volumes of 
Howard's reports, being a continuation of the re- 
porta of the said court to the end of the present 
term, at a price not exceeding pi 83 per volume, 
and pay for the same out of any money m the treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

The disposition of the books to be, first, seven 
copies to the governor of each Slate and Territory, 
(one for the Sate library, one for the use of the ex- 
ecutive, two for the use of the l^ialatiue, and three 
for the use of three highest courts of the State or 
Territory, unless the Tegislature make a different 
distribution.) Also, to the governor of each State 
and Territory, a number of copies equal to the num- 
ber of its representatives in both nouses of Con- 
gress, to be distributed as its legislature may direct; 
the remainder of the 500 copies to be deposited in 
the Department of State, to await the future action 
of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the word two [dis- 
tinguished in the foregoing synopsis by being in 
italics] was struck out, and the following words 
substituted, namely, tiufirst, ttcend, mtdMri. 

On motion of Mr. DAYTON, another amend- 
ment was made, the purport of which the reporter 
did not hear. 

The bill, as amended, was reported back to the 
Senate, and the amendments were concurred in. 

On the question of ordering the bill to be esgBMS- 
ed for a third reading. 

Mr. TAPPAI4 qMke in opiMMitioa. Heaawiw 
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reason why the pnfeaaoa of the l«w, w>y more 
than that of theofogy, or any oOier of the learned 
profeasions, should be fiimiahed with booka at the 

''Vri'ASxEN entered hi* protest against the 
whole system of making this government the pur- 
chaser of books, old or new, lumbering the shelves 
of publishers, tUl by intrigue and manaeement they 
are forced upon die pubUc treasury for distribution. 
He called for the yeas and nays: which were or- 
dered. « _ .' 

Mr. DAYTON defended the Judiciary Committee 
from any imputation oftbeing actuated by the wishes 
of any publishers in this matter.. The bill had been 
reported in conformity with the desire of several 
State legislatures, resolutions from which, as weU 
as various memorials from the bar, had been referred 
to the committee. He mfliiUoned the i ames of some 
of those Stales, among which was PennsylvMiia. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. If the legUlature of Penn- 
svlvania has done any such thing, 1 should lute to 
know it, for I certainly shall vote against this biU, 
unless instructed to the contrary. 

Mr. DAYTON, in conlinoation, mamlained that 
there was no analogy between this case and that of 
furnishing books to theologians and others of the 
learned professions. The government was under an 
implied obligation to furnish the States, which had 
confederated their supreme judiciary, with the de- 
cisions of that supreme court. 

Mr. NILES opposed the measure. It was not a 
small matter, either in amount or consequence, for it 
involved a great principle. If the general govern- 
ment was to go on io this way purchasing books for 
distribution, where was the principle to end? Was 
there less reason for extending it to science, theology' 
or other branches of learning besides the law? The 
constitution prohibits intermeddling with theology; 
but although Congress may not do it directly, 
would not this principle of distributing books lead to 
the indirect mode of such interference by the dis- 
semination of doctrinal works? He was utterly 
opposed to the whole thing. 

Tlie vou was then taken; and the bill was order- 
ed to be engrossed — yeas 26, nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS— Mewn. Archer, Bsnow, B»t«i, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton. CnttenJen, Dayton, Evani, Forter, Fran- 
cii, Huger, HnntingloD, jEmngin, Johnson, Mannam, Mer. 
rick. Minor. Porter. Rivei, Semple, Simnoni, IJpham, 
White, and Woo(lbriilge-a6. „ ,. - . 

NAVS-Mcjsrs. All-n, Alhley, Atharton, Baghv. Benton, 
Buchanan, folnuilt. Dickinson. Dix, FairfieUl, Harwood, 
Lewis. MrDudie, Niles, Pbelpi, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
and Woodbury— 19. 

ASSISTANT SURGBONS AND PURSERS IN THE 
MATT. 
On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the bill some days 
ago under discussion, authorizing the appointment 
of assistant surgeons and assistant pursers in 'the 
navy, was taken up, and its consideration as in com- 
mittee of the whole was resumed. 
- The CHAIR stated that several amendments had 
been made to the bill when before under considera- 
tion. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate, and tiie 
amendments were concurred in. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. What bill is it, sb? 
The CHAIR. It is the bill providing for the ap- 
pointment of additional assistant surgeons and as- 
sistant pursers in the navy. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Is that the bill that haa 
thepro^'*'"" about clergymen in it' 
The CHAIR said it was. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well, then, I hope my 
friend frOm Delaware, upon reflection, is prepared to 
make some amendment in that clause. 

Mr. BAYARD would presently advert to that 
point; but first he would say that, since the bill was 
up last, he had taken some pains to ascertain from 
the department information as to the wants of the 
service in regard to assistant surgeons and pursers. 
There are sixty-nine surgeons — 
Mr. BUCHANAN. How many assistant ■ sur- 

8*0"*^ ... 

Mr. BAYARD had been going on to explain. It 

was not alone on board of ships in the navy that 
surgeons were required, butalso at the navy stations 
and navy-yards; so that a much larger number was 
required than for the ships afloat. 

In order to have this matter understood, he had 
addressed a communication to the department, in- 
quiring as to the occupation and disposition of these 
surgeons, and in answer he learned that there are 
sixty-nine in the navy.. He held in his hand the 
report of the proper buireau, showing the employ- 
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ment of these officers. They were all at different 
stations, with the exception of nine awaiung orders 

most of whom have returned from sea. Five out 

of the nine are on the sick list— four of them incu- 
rable; and the other four, nOer a voyage of two or 
three yeare, are on leave of absence. It was ob- 
vious, then, that there was a very smJI number for 
relief; and that was necessary; for officers cannot 
always be kept on duty without respite. 

Mr. B. here enumerated the different navy sta- 
tions and navy-yards in which some of these sur- 
geons are distributed— leaving only eighteen for re- 
Uef service. Of these five are sick, four of them in- 
curable; and four on leave of absence. The wants 
of the department extend to twenty-five addiUonal 
surgeons; but the committee of the Senate, 
on consultation with that of the House, 
had come to the conclusion of trying if fifteen would 
not do; and on this underetandmg the bill was re- 
ported. Reread from the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy a passage showing tlie wants of the 
service. It was impossible, in one of the large-class 
vessels, with a complement of six or seven hundred 
men, to do with less than three surgeons, or « sur- 
geon and two assistants. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked how many vessels 
were in commission, and how many stations re- 

Mr. CRrTTENDEN. I underetood it to be the 
intention of the senator from Delaware to propose 
some modification about the age of clergymen enter- 
ing the service. ... • 
Mr. BAYARD would have no objection to a mod 
ification fixing the age, beyond which they are not 
to be admitted, at thirty-five years, which was 
the limit adopted in the British navy af\er long 
experience. He had received a valuable sta- 
tistical table from a clergyman, since the subject 
was up last, which satisfied him that this UmitaUon 
would be the uttermost modification it was prudent 
to make. This table showed that hitherto, of all the 
chaplains who had been in the service, those who 
entered it after 35 years of aae had served on an 
average but three years and a half at sea; while, of 
those who entered under 36 yeare, the average was 
37 years of service at sea. And it was a remarka- 
ble fact that, of those who entered after 40 years of 
age, not one had proceeded to a second voyage. It 
was, no doubt, with a full knowledge of all this, 
that the board of navy officers, who sat some time 
ago on the subject of making regulations, had come 
to the conclusion that 30 yeare of age ought to be 
the limitation for admitting chaplains. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move to amend the bill 
biH by inserting 40 years instead of 30. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was opposed to any limita- 
tion. It was introducing the principle of excluding 
or disqualifying a citizen of the United States from 
the ri^t of holding office, amounting to a disfian- 
chisement of a right secured to him by the constitu- 
tion. Why not leave it to the department to exer- 
cise a sound discretion in the choice of chaplains.' 
It was a thing which should be left entirely in the 
hands of the department. 

Mr. DAYTON hoped the senator from Delaware 
would not consent to alter the period fixed upon in 
the bill. If the time was to be extended, he hoped 
it would not be to forty yean. 

Mr. BAYARD said that, upon further considera- 
tion, he did not believe it was a matter of great 
importance to mention the matter in the bill at all. 
He was rather inclined to think it could be managed 
by the department itself, and therefore he was wil- 
ling to strike out the whole section relating to cler- 
gymen. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was satisfied, and with- 
drew his motion. . , , . 

Mr. DAYTON would not interfere with tlia de- 
cision of the chairman of the Naval Committee. 

The third section was accordingly, by unanimous 
consent, struck out. . , .„ 

The question being on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed and read a third time, 

Mr. TAPPAN spoke in opposition to the bdl 
for various reasons, and called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted — yeas 17, 
nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Batas, Bayard, Choate, 
Crittenden, Dicliinson, Kairfield, Francii, Huger, Johnson 



MangunT, Merrick, Miller, Riv'es, Simmons, and Wood- 

NAYS— Moasta. Allen, Atherton, Bagby, Benton. Breese, 
Buchiuian, Clayton. Dix, Evans, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Lewis, Nilea, Phelps, Porter, Sempw, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, and Upham— 31. 



So the Senate refused to order the bill to be en- 
grossed and read a third sime. 

POSTAGE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 
On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senale hill, 
reported from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, providing for the tranaportation of the 
mail between the United States and forogn conn- 
trias, was tdcen up, as in committee of the whole, 
and placed under consideration. 

It provides that the Postmaster QenersI be an- 
Ihorized, under the reatrictions of existing laws, to 
contract for the transportation of the United Siatta 
mail between any of the ports of the United States, 
and a port or ports of a foreign power, whenever be 
thinks it necessary for the public interest. He is 
to report to Congress a copy of ea<ii contract, wiik 
a statement of the postage derived from the saow. 
Contracts to bo made with citizens of the Umted 
States, and the transportation of the mail to be by 
American vessels. Contracts terminaWe by or^« 
of the Postmaster General, or by joint resolutiei 
of Congress. The third section apecifiea the nus 
of postage. The fourth prohibits other vessels thai 
those contracted with from transporting letters. TW 
fifth sixth and seventh are saotios of details. Tbe 
eighth provides for interchange of postage eoTofs with 
foreign govemmenta. The nuilh and tenth an 
penal clauses. The eleventh relates to the po^aga 
of consuls. . , J _ 

Ma. MERRICK submittsd several aiiiendinea& 
from the Post Office Committee. . , . 

They were severally considered and adopted. 
Among the amendmonls was one to asaifflaiii 
the rates of postage to those of England m relatm 
to North American lettera, viz: for half ounce 1* 
tere24 cents; for ounce letters 48 cents; and so on n 
proportion to the number of half ounces. 

The bill, as amended, was 'reported back totke 
Senate, and the amendments were ooncorred in. 

It was then ordered to be engrossed, and lesd i 
third time. 

THE DUBUftUE CLAIM. 
On raouonof Mr. HENDERSON, the Se»» 
bill to confirm the title of a tract of liu>d in the Ta- 
ritoryofIowa,tothe legal heira and aasigne»rf 
Julien Dubuque, deeeased, was takoi up, and » 
consideration, as in committee of the whole, w 
resumed. 
. It was reported back to the Senate. 
Mr. BAGBY offered an amendment, the objedef 
which was to protect the rights of claimwits wh«e 
pre-emptions have not been recognised by the W 
office in consequence of restrictions relative to nil. 
era! districts. 

Mr. HENDERSON opposed the amendment ■ 
being inconsistent with a private elaim, such as iw 

Mr. BAGBY insisted on the propriety and j» 
tice of his amendment 

Mr. PHELPS opposed the biU in UU. He W 
given much attention to the subject, and had saWi" 
himself that die whole claim rested upon two q»o- 
tiens. One was, as to the right derived by l* 
buque from the Indians; and the other, as to the »► 
finnaUon by the Spanish government. Now «« 
regard to the firet, it was beyond dispute ihM tit 
only right granted by the Indians was that ofminne, 
with the consequent right of way and temporary of 
cnpancy. And with regard to the second qaeUM, 
the Spanish government only confirmed what W 
Indians granted— that is, the right of """'nSfJ 
occupancy for mining purposes. He tha^iw 
moved that the bill be indefinitely postooned. 

On this question Mr. HENDERSON demanW 
thd yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The vote was then taken and decided in the «^ 
firmative— yeas 19, naya 16, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Ashley, Atherion. Bayard. Clayto»C» 
inson, nix. F.vans, Fairfield, Francis, "aywood^a** 
ton. Lewis. Niles, Phelps, Porter, Stsrgeon, Tsppan. 'r 
ham. and Woodbury— 19. _ . ■ ..*, 

NAYS-Messrs. Atchison. Baghy, Bairow. Bates. 11««5 
Breese, Choate, Foster, Henderson, Huger. Janisf a. •"» 
son, Mangnm, Morehead, White, and Woodtmage— la 
So the bill was indefinitely pMitponed. 

MAIL CONTRACTS ON RAILROADS. 
On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the Ho«ieja»< 
resolution authorizing the Postmaster Gewral t 
make contracts with railroad companies for o« 
transportation of the mail in certain cases, was nW 
up, read a third time, and paued. 
REMISSION OP DUTIES ON RAILROAD I»» 
The Senate bill for the relief of the Sun « 
Michigan, and of certain railroad companies,*" 
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[ConHmud from ffb. 17.] 
ext taken up for considentioa as in eommiUee of 
be whole. 

Mr. STURGEON said the Senate was very 
bin; hia colleague was not in bia seat, and tliis was 

bill of importance, which might elicit much argu- 
lent. He therefore moved the Senate to ad- 
oum. 

On this question a division was called for; which 
csulted — ayes 18, noes 17; so. 

The Senate adjourned. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Ti7E»DAT, February 11, 1845. 

The journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
roved. 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked and obtained leaye from 
le House to call its attention to a matter which 
Dncerned him personally. He found, in a letter 
1 ttie New York Courier and Enquirer, from its 
Vashington correspondent, a statement of certain 
icidents in the debate between Messrs. Black and 
hoDiNGi on the Indian appropriation bill, which he 
em to the Clerk's desk with a request thatit should 
« read. 

The Clerk read the passage referred to, which 
tated that "after Mr. Black had taken his seat, 
it. GiDDiNGS rose to reply; but being called to or- 
er, Mr. Schenck said he hoped, alter what had 
raijspired, thar no gentleman would object. Mr. 
iLiDELL said he objected, for one. Mr. McCon- 
lELL vociferated, he objected for two. Mr. 
IcuE.s-cK, with great emphasis: 'I said no gtniltman 
rould object.' " 

Mr. SLIDELL said that he had not heard the 
oncluding remark of Mr. Scrcnck when it was 
lade, but was afterwards informed of it before the 
djouroment of the House. He did not, in the 
i«n excited state of the House, think proper to no> 
cc it ou the floor; he preferred settling his personal 
ifliculties elsewhere. He consequently requested 
vo of his friends, members of the House, to call 
pon Mr. Schenck to inquire if he had made such 

remark; and if he had, to require an explanation. 
!• praoumad that the gentleman from Ohio, whom 
e saw in hia seat, would be willing to state what 
^d passed between him and the friends of Mr. S. 
rbo had calltni upon him. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he was happy never to have 
ad occasion to trouble the House with any of these 
ersonal explanations; nor did he think he ever 
hould have to do so on his own account. But be- 
>g appealed to now by the gentleman from Louis- 
tiia, he felt it to be due to that gentlemen and to 
imself, to state in a word what must entirely re- 
erc nim from the position in which he would seem 
) be placed by the report that had been read. Mr. 
'• said that when he made the remark referred to, 
mill the confusion and excitement of the delibera- 
ons of the House the other day — if deliberation 
lai might be called— he had not seen or heard the 
entlenian front Louisiana; nor was he heard or ob- 
erved, he believed , by other gen tiernen sitting around 
im; of course, therefore, he could have no reference 
> liim. This he bad explained to the gentleman 
lom Louisiana, as had been stated, as soon as he 
sarned that he had been misunderstood in that re- 
peel. 

The convention here dropped. 

A message was received from the Senate, aocom- 
onying a large numb'sr of bills which had passed 
bat body. 

Mr. Coles, from the Commiltte on Militeu-y 
llfairo, reported back Senate bill No. 39, entitled 
n act to refund the ascertained balance due to Mas- 
achusettn, and with an adverse report thereon. It 
in committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
he slate of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented resolutions of the legis- 
iiiiirc of the State of Miiine relating to the annex- 
lion of Texai? and the occupation of Oregon, and 
hey were laid on the table, and ordered to be print- 
id. 

Mr. FiCKLIN presented resolutions of the legis- 
aturc of Indiana, (the purport of which was not 



mentioned;) and they were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN also presented rtsolutions 
of the legislature of Indiana, (the purport of which 
was not mentioned;) and they were laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LEVY presented resolutians of the legisla- 
ture of the Territory of Fk>rida, instructing^ their 
del«^te (o urge upon this House the admission of 
Florida and Iowa into the Union of States. 
POST OFFICE BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. HOPKINS, (be bill turn 
the Snnate to reduce the rates of poati^, limit tha 
use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, 
and pnvsnt Grands on the Post Ofliee D^aitment, 
was taken np, read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roada. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills, which were acted npon in 
committee yesterday, were now taken up, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and reiad a third 
time, and passed. 

A bill authoriEing the President of the United 
States to cause patents to be issued for certain lots 
in the town of Mineral Point, Territory of Wis- 
consin. 

A bill far the eonsiraetkm and improvement of 
certain roads in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

A bill to continue the' harbor improvements al- 
ready commenced at the town of Soathport, in the 
Terrttory of Wisconsin. 

A bill for the erection of a light-hoase at the town 
of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

A bill supplemental to an act entitled "An act for 
laying off the towns of Fort Madison and Burling- 
ton, in the county of Des Moines, and towns of 
Belleview, Dubuque, and Peru, in the county of 
Dnbuqae, Wisconsin, and for other purposes," ap- 
proved 3d July, 1836, and the amendatory act 
thereto. 

A bill providing for the payment of eertain militia 
forces called into service in the Territory of Florida. 

A bin making appropriations for certain improve- 
ments in the Territory of lowai 

A bill makim; appropriations for certain improve- 
ments in Florida. 

A bill to grant certain quantities of land to aid the 
impr()vement of thu Pox and Wisconsin rivers, and 
to connect the earns by s canal in the Territory of 
Wisconsin 

A biO making appropriations to defray the ex- 
penses of the session of the assembly for the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, held in December, 184^-3. 

The bill to provide for the payment of Iowa mili- 
tia called into service in DiscemMr, 1839, was taken 
up on the qnestion of its engrossment. 

Mr. DAnA moved to laylt upon the table; and 
on that he called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

The question was taken and decided in the affir- 
mative — ysas 107, nays 49, as follows: 

TEAS — .Veur*. Abbot, Adamt, Andenon, Barringer, 
Barnard, Jam« Black, Blackwell, Bowlin, Brewie, Aaron 
V T^T"""i. Milton Bto-wti, William J. Drown, Bnlfingtan, 
1! u;. I ^.1. 1 ii, (^ijiiiie:. Carroll, Catlin, CUngniaa, Coluf, 
Coilamer, Cmiiston, Cultom, Dana, KicUard D. Davis, De- 
berry, Dickey, Dronigoole, Dnnlap, EUh, Elmer, Karlee, 
Fisli. Florenci-, Konl, Foster, Krench, Fuller, Glddinga, 
l;osgia. B) ram Green, GrinneU, Hannibal Hamlin, Harpar, 
liiyg, Hcrrick, Holmeil, Hopkini, Hudaon, Hnngerford, 
Washiaston Hunt, Jami'l B. Hunt, Irvin, Jenks, Cave 
Johiisoa, Perlcy B. Johmon, Andrew Johsaen. Oeorre 
W. Jonsa, John r. Kennedf , Daaiel P. King, KJikpatrick, 
I 'onarj, tiicas, McCauslim, McConnall, McDowell, Mcll- 
^■i\n<i, McKay, Marali, .N«cph Morria, Freeman H. Morae, 
M'jseW, Nes. .Vewton. Norria, Parmenter, Payne, Peyton, 
I i^niM, Pollock. Elisha R. Potter, Preiton, Rathban, Da- 
1 . 1 "< Tlaid, Ritter. Knhinaon, Rodney, Riiisell, St. John, 
f ; I.-. Schmck, Senifr, Severanoe, Simona. Slidell, 
Aa.cvt Smith, John T Smith, Btetaon, Andrew Stewart, 
hcimman, Sykei, Tihhatta, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Woth- 
cred. Bortjainin White, and WiUiama— 1(»7. 

NArs-Moairs. AmngtoB, BeUer, Benton, James A. 
Blark, Brnlh<-ad, Burke. Chilton, Clinton. Cro«», Daniel, 
Osrr.tt Paris, lohn w Davis, Prau, TIrllel, Dillingham, 
riuiiglan. Dun ni Virklin, Haln. Haraltou. Hoge. Ilon.s- 
(on. ilrii^bfs, Cliarlf i. Ine«*raoll, .Vntln-w Kennt-tly. 
I,^ on, Malhi-ws, I. v.. ,'!<ir»«, I'ateraon, Pottit, E. D. Polli-r, 
itf.iinic. Rrttiprts. Rorkvrell. Saunders. Robert Smith, 
.str-iirod,J Stowori, Stilos, J.W.Slone, Tavlor. Thomesion, 
Thompson, Tucker, Weller, Wentworlh, John White, 
Jcheph A. Wri$;ht, and Vancey— 4*. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 



Mr. LEVY moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to resume the consideiation of territorial 
business. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON insisted that the remain- 
ing bill on the Speaker's table, which had been re- 
ported with an adverse recommendation, be taken 
up and acted on. 

Mr. LEVY wiahed it postponed tmtil further in- 
formation could lie laid by him before the House. 
ADMISSION OF IOWA AND FLORIDA. 

The question being taken, sfier some conversation, 
the motion of Mr. Lew was agreed to, and the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. J. W. Davu in the 
chair,) and resiuned the consideration of the bill 
providing for the admission of Iowa and Florida aa 
States into the Union, with the pending amendment 
thereto of Mr. OnvcAKand Mr. RsLrc 

Mr. VINTON was entitled to the floor, 

Mr. A. C. DODOE appealed to the gantlemaB 
from Ohio, Mr. VnrroH, and to the committee, to 
waive the discussion on the bills for the admission 
of Iowa and Florida, and to pennit the remaining 
territorial bills to be acted upon. He said if these 
bills were now passed ovfcr, they would not sgain be 
reached during the present session; and there were 
some which, it was of great importance to bis con- 
•tituentL should be passed. 

Mr. VINTON said he would do so if the bills 
that the genUeraan from Iowa alluded to would 
not provoke discussion. He understood that the 
bill for the sale of the lead mines was one which 
would be pressed. 

Mr. DODQE replied that it was certainly one 
which he should press; but he did not believe, m the 
shape in which that bill now was, that it would 
call forth any opposition. 

Mr. McCLEBJf AND joined in the request made 
by the honorable delegate from Iowa, [Mr. A. C. 
DoDOE,] ttiat the honorable gentleman iVom Ohio 
[Mr. VnrroM] should ^e way, for the purpose of 
taking up the oill directing the President to sell lite 
mineral lands in the State of Illinois, and the Tsi^ 
litories of Iowa and Wisconsin. He said he hoped 
the gentleman would pennit this. Unless the bill 
shoi3d be taken up noe , the probability Was, that 
it would not be reached durii^ the session; and it 
was a matter of great imporiunoe to tlie State and 
Territories mentioned, tha! it should be. He wan 
willing, if the bill should elicit debate, to see it laid 
aside that the gentleman from Ohio might proceed 
with hia remuks on tlie bill now under considera- 
tion. He would further say, if tlie bill in regard 
to mineral lands should be taken up now, and re- 
ported to the House, for himself and the friends o( 
the measure, that neither he or they would inter^ 
pose any obstacle to its dis discussion in the House. 

Mr. BARNARD said that he proposed to debate 
it. 

Mr. VINTON said that the gentleman from New 
York, near him, had signiflod his intention to dis- 
cus the bill slluded to. He would therefore claim 
the floor. He had yesterday been about to 
call the attention of western gentlemen to the history of 
those promises originally made to the western coun- 
try, on this very subject of ultimate prospective 
power and consequence in tliis government, which 
had been withdrawn, and whieh nad resulted in de- 
priving that great region of the United States of its 
due share in the legislative councils of this govern- 
ment. During the American revolution, great ef- 
forts had been made to procure from the States 
holding lands, especially from Vii^nia, cessions of 
their vacant land beyond the Ohio river and els^ 
where. Mr. V. caused to be read the resolutions 
of the Congress of the confederation of October, 
178U, bearing on this subject, and holding out in- 
ducement to such cession. In 1783, in pursuance of 
its resolutions, the lesislature of Virginia made a 
ceasion of the coiiiUry lieyond the Ohio river to the 
United SiHtes, which ce.srion was mode ■ mi various 
conditinns, llie first, ami lli«reliirc |"it;:iim«Wy (lir 
most important of which Mr. V. rmiK'-il to In: rit'l, 
(na was supposed Iniin Ih': act of cession,) whirli 
laid down that the territory so ceded was to be laid 
out and formed^into Slates containing a suitable ex- 
tent of territory, not less than one hundred, or more 
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thui one hundrad and fiAy milea square, the States 
ao admitted to enjoy equal rights and priTileges with 
the other States. 

In 1794, Congress passed a resolution proposing 
40 the State of virgiaia to revise her deed of oe»- 
sion, BO as to make the number of States to be 
formed out of the northwestern territory, not less 
than three, nor more than five. Thi^ aAer some 
time, was acceeded to bv the State of Virginia; and 
the consequence was, that the West was unjustly 
deprived of the politic*! power to which she is en- 
titled. Mr. y. tnen went on to show, that in pur- 
suance of this policy, the new States laid out in the 
West were given a greater extent of territory than 
tliev ought to have nad, so that they are destined 
eacli to contain a papulation eqiud to that of two or 
three Atlantic States, while they have no more rep- 
resentation in the Senate than any one of them. He 
said that by the limits it was proposed to give to 
Iowa, she would contain three or four times as much 
population as Florida, while it was provided that 
Florida may be divided into two States, when either 
division of it contains a population of 35,000. He 
contended that if Florida was to be divided into two 
States, there should be a provision also for dividing 
Iowa, and ai^ed that it would be safer to give po- 
litical power to the West, than to the Atlantic 
States, for the West was the great conservative 
power of the Union. Though the spirit of dis- 
union might exist in the North and in the South, 
it could never live in the West, for the interests of the 
West being inseparably connected with both, she 
would always hold them together. 

He continued his argument to the close of his 
allotted hour. 

Mr. 6EL1SER, after a few wordi in reference to 
the speech of the gentleman who had preceded him, 
proceed to notice some of the arguments which bad 
been used on this occasion, in relation to what was 
called the balance of power between the Atlantic and 
the other States. He said Virginia had voluntarily 
made her cessions of territory, ou( of which had 
grown the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Midii- 
gan, and the Territory of Wisconsin; and Missouri 
and Iowa had been formed out of territory which 
once formeil part of Louisiana. If the gentleman 
from Ohio had looked at the boundaries of Missouri, 
he would have found that she contained about 
67,000 square miles; and the bill before them pro- 
posed to give to Iowa a territory of some 65,500 
square mUes. The gentleman ought to have taken 
Uiese facts into consideration, and ihey would have 
furnished him with an argamentagainst the positions 
which he had taken, that the object of those who 
live in the Atlantic States was to maintain the baU 
nnce of power with those States in the United States 
Senate. In relation to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Ohio respecting the division of Florida into 
separate Stales, he said he was willing to admit 
both Florida and Iowa as one Or more States, alike, 
if that were necessary to the success of the measure, 
and the peace and harmony of this Union. He 
stood there as a southwestern representative, (the 
district he represented being bordered by Florida,) 
and he did not believe that the enlightened citizens 
of his district looked on the admis^n of Florida 
to the preservation of the balance of that 
power of which the gentleman bad q>oken. They 
Knew, in his part of the country, that the 
sceptre had depeurted ttom them long since; but 
Ihey also knew that their natural allies were the 
grain-growing States of the West, to whom they 
looked for succor io the hour of danger. No; tbev 
had no such view as that which had Men intimatea. 
They had no expectation of preserving the balance 
of power. If such had been their intention, would 
they have been found aiding in the passage of the 
measure for the occupation of Oregon, or to create 
' the Territory of the Nebraska? They looked higher 
in their legislation. They looked to the entire na- 
tion — to its honor; to its ultimate grandeur; to the 
protection of its citizens; and to the maintenance of 
Its churactcr. Here they found that which served 
for their guidance in their legislation here.- - 

After some further remarks, he came to the ques- 
tion more immediately before the committee; and in 
relation to the boundary of Missouri, he said there 
was a tribunal already established by which that 
question would be determined. 

He approved of the plan submitted by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories. He feared 
that it was intended to give this question the go-by; 
but he wished the question to be brought before the 
tribunal which was best calculated to examine and 
decide it. 
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The other branch of the subject, and that on 
which he should princuMdIy dwell, was the admis- 
sion of Florida into this iTnion; and in this he should 
endeavor to avoid the paity and sectional recrimina- 
tions too common here. The people of Florida had 
written their history in the memorial presented to 
this body; and he glanced at some of tne positions 
taken in that memorial — io particular that m which 
they urge, as a ground for iheir admission into the 
Umon, the eoaranty in the treaty of 1819, by which 
we acquired that territory; "that it shall be incorpo- 
rated into the Union of the United States as soon as 
consistent with the principles of the federal constitu- 
tion and admitted to all the rights and privileges of 
the citizens of thb other States;" and he maintained 
and enforced this position. ' 

^ He next came to the consideration of the reasons 
ur^d, or that might be urged, against the admission 
of Florida into the Union. The first of these was, 
that Florida wanted the requisite number of inhabit 
ants for admissionPand^e contended thai ih%re was 
no provision in the constitution of the United States 
which required that it should have a certain nuinber 
of lohabilanta as a qualification for admission into 
the Union; and he referred to a rsport made some 
years since t* the Senate of the United States by 
Mr. Webster in confirmation of bis position. That 
people of Florida dcmaaded admission on the terms | 
and guaranties of tiiis treaty; and thattlie treaty was 
of paramountiuitbority, he proceeded to ame on va-l 
rioos considerations, referring particularly to vari- 
ous decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, that treaties made in due form, and not con- 
fiictine with the constitution, are the supreme law 
of the land, overriding and setting aside all oooflict- 
ing legislative eoactmenls. Florida, therefore, he 
eenlended, had the right to come into the Union 
without a sufficient amount of popvlatioB to come 
up to the representative ratio. 

[A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States by the hands of Cap- 
tain WAOftAUAii, his private secretary.] 

He proeeeded to examine and reply at some 
length to a second objection which might be made, 
viz: on the ground of the existence of jtwyei^ inxliis 
Territory. 

Havii^ noticed the objections that were made, 
he came to aijgue the general policy of admitting 
States into the Union; and he laid down the posi- 
tion that the framers of the constitution never in- 
tended that territory should remain under the guar- 
dianship of Congress any longer than to enable it to 
comply with those requisites necessary to admit it 
into the family of Slates; and he concurred with the 
genileman from Ohio [Mr. Vintom] in the position 
that the West was to act as the saviour of this 
Union, beine ultimately designed to hold the balance 
of power; that her inlerests were identified ' with 
those of the other two sections, viz. the North and 
the South; particularly with the interssts of that sec- 
tion (the South) which he had the honor in part to 
represent on this floor. He asked the gratleman 
whether Florida, being admitted as a State into this 
Union, would not be more competent to perform her 
part in protecting tliis government than if she re- 
mained a Territory. He referred to the geographi- 
cal aituation of Florida, and to various other consid- 
erations, to enforce this position. 

[A message was received from the Senate, an- 
nouncing the passage by that body of eolain bills, 
and asking concurrence therein.] 

He then went on to review the objections that 
had been made to the constitution of Florida, par- 
ticularly to that part which prohibits the emigration 
of free negroes in the Stale, 4hd the emancipation 
of slaves, contending that these were precautionary 
measures necessary for the safety nf the State, and 
that no slave State can be safe without such pre- 
cautions. He said that free negroes who would go 
there would go with no peaceable intentions, but 
with fire brands in their hands, and to excite dis- 
satisfaction among the slaves. 

He then enlarged on the poUcy. of admitting new 
States into the Union, and extending the benefits of 
our form of government, showing that the Union 
was strengthened nnd preserved oy expanding its 
blessiiigs. He was for annexing Texas, and bring- 
ing Ore|;on within the jurisdiction of this govern- 
ment; denying the charge that those who were in 
favor of these measures were ready to involve the 
country in a war with England. He did not believe' 
that a firm adherence to the rights of the nation 
would involve us in war; but if it did, we had better 
meet it than abemdon our just rights. 

After some convetaation between Messrs. A. 0. 



DODGE, A. y. BROWN, and BRINKER- 
HOFF, the qusstion was put on the amaadmat to 
the amendment offered by Mr. Dukcak, as fo|. 
bws: 

Strike out llw Mooad Motion sAet the word "Oat,* is Ik 
lint line, sod imiert: 

Thii admiuion of the Stats of lews is upon the oxfrai 
ooodllioB Uat the nidtttsta •hall could of and hSTCjia. 
dictioDOTer, the terrilory indoded within the foDoWiag 
boundaries — to wit: begionins in the middla of tha St fv 
tar't river, atthe JoBOtioa of 8m Watoawaer or Blw Eartk 
river with the aaid tivor 8t Peter; running Ihcnee dae tw 
to the liouadai; line of tho Territi»7 of Wjaeonsin, ia <it 
Middle of the Miuinippi rirer; thence down the middle a( 
the lait named river with the bonndirjr line of the Torilsiy 
of Witconaia and State of lllinoii to the northeast conei ol 
the State of Miaaoari, innid river Miaainippi; thence wot- 
wardlv with tho boundatjr line of aaid Slate of Miaaonri to 1 



ahall have conenrrant joriadictlon on the river Mlaaitaifia. 
and every other river bordezinif on the aaid State of lovi, 
BO ^ aa the aaid riven aball form a eomman twundaiy la 
laid State, and any otlier State or Stales now or hereafter Is 
be famed or boanded bv the aame; auch rivera to be coe- 
mon to both; and that tne said river Mlaaiaaippi, and tke 
aavlgsbls watsn leading Into the aaaie, ahalt moobmi 
highways, and forever free aa well to the inhabitaata of mi 
State as to all other citizens of the United Statea, vi&Mt 
*aj lax, doty, impost, or toll therefor imjiosed by the nil 
State of Iowa. 

Sac. 4 Bt Ufmiktr rntcttd, Thai it ia nada and deelml 
to be a fundamental coiuiilioD of the admlaaion of aaid Sli^ 
of Iowa into the Union, that so mach of this act as nlUB 
to tha said State of Iowa ahall be aaaegted to by a eanna 
tion of delegataa. to be elected by the paople OS said SUk. 
for the purpose of giving the sssent berua roquiied; lal 
as soon as saoh assent shall be givea, tha Prasideot <( tki 
United Sulaa shall anaouDoe the same by pr»clai a atiie. 
and therefrom, and withoat ftaither proceediii^ os the lait 
of Congreaa, the admission of tin said Stats of lowai* 
the Union, oa aa equal footing, in all ren>ecta whatem, 
with the orii^nal Statea, shall be considered as oomplela. 

Tellers being called for and ordered, the uneB^- 
ment was decided in the affirmative— «yea 91, noa 
40. 

The miestion was then pat on the aoaendincnt a 
amended, and it was carried. 

Mr. DlTNCAN here ofifered the following anwad- 
menu 

Boanded by the Mississippi on the east by a paialbl nf 
latitude passing through the month of the Maokato, or Blei 
Earth river; on the north, by a meridian Una running *^ 
distant from the seventeenth and eighteenth degrsM « 
longitude west from Washington oa Ihe weetj and by tta 
noiuiem boundary of Missouri oa.the sooth. 

Mr. A. y. BROWN be^ed leave to ny ibl 
these bouadtiries were taken precisely from Ntedel^ 
map. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFP inquired of the dtainns 
of Ihe committee if this would not leave the westen 
boundaries indefin ite. 

Mr. A. V. BROYTN said it would not. 

The CHAIR said that Ihe amendment iraa not ia 
order, as the committee had idready passed as 
amendment to strike out and insert. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to reconsider the veo 
adopting the amendment. 

The CHAIR said the motion was not in order. 

Mr. DTNCAN withdrew his motion for a recsa- 
sidention. 

A long conversation then ensued, in vriiielt tb. 
BOWLlN. Mr. A. V. BROWN, Mr. Q. DAVB, 
Mr. VINTON, Mr. A. C. DODGE, Mr. JAME- 
SON, Mr. McCLERNAND, and some others logk 
girt; and the amendment of the gentleman froa 
hio was then adt^ted by general conaent. 

The C lerk n ext read the third secttoa of the faffl. 

Mr. PETTIT moved to strike obt the pmvis, 
which was designed to enable Florida, whoi ha 
population east of the Suwannee river should amosst 
to 35,000, to erect a new State to be called East 
Florida out of that portion of her torritory. He aui 
Florida was not so large as Iowa, and therefore be 
could see no propriety in retaining this proviao. 

Mr. W. HtJNT obtained the floor and proceedtd 
to address the committee at great length. He was 
understood to agree that Florida had not the csDSti- 
tutional population for admission ax a State. He 
alluded to the existence of slavery, and said it wis 
one of those questions that he desired not 10 hear 
debated on this floor. Slavery existed before tb 
adoption of the constitution, and be wished to lesn 
It with.the States in which it existed, where the coo- 
stitution had left it. 

But while that sentiment prevailed in itsgreaMa 
strength, there was at the same time a spirit of sub- 
ordination and attachment to the constitution whick 
prevented interference with that institution aa now 
established. It was nevertheless true, that that aa- 
timent had be:n developed and strengthened by ti« 
legislative action of tliis government, porticulariy ef 
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1)8 Congress, darin([ its last and its present ses- 
ions. A n«w position had been taken by die 
riends of slavery. Instead of standing behind the 
arriets of the constitution, and continuing to treat 
lavery as a local institution^ with which Congress 
ud nothing to do, the principle had lately been ad- 
anced, and the action of the goremment predicated 
n it, that the federal goremment was bound, wheie 
was considered necessary, to exert the ireaty-ma- 
ing power, for the purpose of extending and per- 
etuating that institution. He dqirecated this move* 
lent as betokening the approach of a period when 
armony was forever to depart ftt>m our national 
Mincils. He was not here to contend tJlat the ex- 
itenoe of slavery was sufficient to prevent the ad- 
lission of Florida. But for the recent legislation 
a the subject of slavery it would hare been r^ 
^iTed, he doubted not, with a spirit of compromise 
nd harmony; and, notwithstanding the existence 
r this institution therein, Florida would have been 
Imitted as a State with butlitde opposition. 
Independently of the considerations prsvioosly f 
ated, hs referred to a provision in the constitution ' 
r Florida which he considered not only not in coiw I 
irmity with the principles of the federal eonstitu- \ 
on, but directly m violation of them — vis: that for- { 
rer restricting the legislature of the Stats flttm ao- 
lorizing the master, even in ease he wished to do / 
, to emandpite his slaves, and making davenr pei^ ' 
Mual. One of thegreat objects of the eonstitation i 
[as "to aectwe ths blessinga of liberty." This pro- .' 
ision of the constitution of the proposed State was 
I direct conflict with the object; was not only in i 
iolation of the rights of the slave, but of the master 
imself; and ftimiahed him with a sufficient reason, 
'ere there none other, for voting against this adniis- 
ion. 

He referred, partly by way of inquiry, to the 
ebis of Florida, for the payment of which he said 
le people of Florida did not consider themselves 
able; and suggested it as a subject well worthy of 
anaideration on whom the obligation of these debts 
'ould rest when Florida was admitted into the 
rnion. Not being very much in Ikvor of the as- 
imption by the government of State debts, he 
rished to hear from the delegate from Florida, and 
tim other gentlemen, on the subject. 
Mr. H. having concluded — 
Mr. LEVY rose only for the explanation of oer- 
lui facts connected witn this particular subject, and 
ot for the porpoae of replying to the gentleman 
iie preceded him. He adould avail himself of 
>me other opportunity of replying to the objections of 
le gentleman Atm New York, when some other 
cntleman should make a specific proposition. In 
li^nce to the objections that had been made to 
w provision thatFlorida, when possessed of there- 
squisite population,might be divided into two States, 
e should, without touching on the question of the 
alance of power between the North and the South, 
ifer the committee to the facts necessary to be coo- 
idered in the settlement of this question. By the 
eaty by which Florida was ceded to the tlnited 
tales, it was provided, not that one territory and one 
eople should be admitted into the Union, but two 
imtories and two peoples. For the economy and 
mvenience of the government of the United Slates, 
wnda was organized into one territorial govern- 
tent; out it previousl v existed as two separate 
rovinces of Spain, and under two separate govem- 
lents. It was delivered to the United States ss 
"0 separate governments; and was in fact, held for 
yearns such, until, by the organization of thepres- 
»t territorial government, it was consoUdalea into 
ne. As fer back as 1764, the Floridas were erected 
ito two separate governments. East and West 
lorida, by a British edict; and when they came into 
le possession of Spain, they were held as two gov- 
mments till ceded to the United States. And there 
fss good reason why there should be two govern- 
^tnu, ioaead of one. Its geographical position 
nd shape was such that one government would be 
xceedingly inconvenient. [Mr. L. here held up a 
>ap of the United Slates, showing the long pemn- 
ula of Florida, running out between the Gulf and 
>e Allantic, and having a considerable western ter- 
I'ory, which might properly be said to belong to 
le valley of the Mississippi, so that, instead of 
doing to the power of the Atlantic States, it would 
ive one State to the western, and the other to the 
itlanuc section. He then contended that this gov- 
niment was bound in good faith to carry out the 
upulauons of the treaty by which the Floridas 
rere ceded to the United States, by admitting them 
» two enUre States, and argued th«t it wouB be p. 



flagrant breach of trust, as well as a cruel piece of 
injustice to those people, to violate the treaty in the 
manner proposed by thejentleman from New York. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he did not rise to 
enter into the debate of the question before the 
commiuee; but his purpose was to put a few ques- 
tions in nati to certain princijdee involved u it, 
upon which he desired explanation. The bill con- 
templated a two-fold object. First, the immediate 
admission of the whole Territory of Oregon as one 
Sute; second, the flitan formation of a second State 
within the limits of die fint These were the ob- 
jects of the bin, but the latter was dependent upon 
a contingenoy--the eoneumnoe of the consent of 
local majoriues of the legislature of Florida. 

The bill, as he understood iLreoognised the com- 
potency of the lepslatore of Floiiaa to dismember 
the Teiritory of Oregon, with a view to the forma- 
tion of a second Slate Mr. McC. denied this posi- 
tion. It went fbrlher than the Algerinee of Rnode 
Island (so called) went. They insisted that the 
eonsent of the legislature was a necessary {nerequi- 
site to the danga of the oonstitution and govern- 
ment. But here it is declared that the legislature 
of Florida may of itself, of its own will and motion, 
without regard to the people,' change the fundamen- 
tal law, and diaoMmber tne Slate. He denied suoh 
a preragative to belong to the legislature; it belong- 
ed to IM people, and could only rightfully be exer^ 
ctsed by tnem. The territory of a State belonged 
to the people of ths State; the ftanction of govsm- 
meot was to p r ese t v e it. A ditSTennt doctrine would 
invest gover nmen t with a moral power of self de- 
struetioB. 

The bill also nnderteok to prescribe eonditions, 
upon the performance of which the right of form- 
IM the new Slate was to be dependent. 

It required that a miyority of tne members of the 1^ 
gislatnre, coming firom particular localities, should 
soncur for the formation of a new State, before iteould 
be done. Hedenied to Congress power to picseribe 
such condition* and impose such restrictions. Con- 
gress might give or witnhold its consent to the for- 
mation of a new State; and after this he thought the 
powdt of Congress was exhausted upon the subject, 
if Congress might demand, as the condition or the 
formation of a uew State, that local majorities in the 
legislature should concur for such an object; that 
amajority of the members from particular districts 
or counties shanld concur, they might impose other 
tenas still more destructive of Stale rights and the 
righu of the people. Their power would be ex- 
tended beyond the mere constitutional power of con- 
sent or refusal. 

In expressing these views, it was not his parpoae 
to commit himself on the question of policy relating 
to ths division of Florida Into two Slates. 

Mr. LEVY made a few observations in reply, but 
in so low a tone that the reporter could not near 
them amid the noise and confusion that prevailed. 

On the motion of strikinc out the proviso, tellers 
were colled for, and ordered, and Messrs. HoutxoH 
and RATNBa wen appointed; and they reported 86 
in the affirmative, and 57 in the negative. So the 
proviso was stricken out. 

Mr. MORSE then submitted an amendment as a 
piovisa, by which it was intended that provision 
should be made for the holding of a convention, to 
consist of delegates elected by the legally qoalined 
voters of Florida, for the purpose of revising the 
constitution of that Territory, and erasing those pro- 
visions which prohibit the legislature of Florida 
passing any law for the abolition of slavery, and the 
emigration of Aee negroes. The operation of this 
kw for the admission of the Territory as a Slate, it 
proposed to suspend until the convention had beat 
neld, and the constitution so chained. 

A conversation ensued on this amendment be- 
tween Mr. MORSE and Mr. tEVY. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN Uien spoke at some length 
in opposition to it. He said the gentleman from 
Mame had looked over the constitution of Florida, 
and he had found in it some solitary sections of 
which he disapproved; and perhaps if the other 393 
membere of this House should look evsr it, they 
might each find something for which they would 
not have voted if they hM formed part of the con- 
vention by which it was adopted; but such was not 
the mode in which they should legislate on this 
subject. They should auk whether Uie constitution 
had been complied with, and not whether there 
was not a solitarr section which was not quite 
ureeable to a single member of this House. Had 
the people of Florida secured to them a republican 
fonn of government? If that w^ secured, the 



terms of the constitution vers comfdied with. 
But he wished this proviso to bs .rightiy under- 
stood. 

The lecislalure of Florida had no right to pais a 
law for Uie emancipation of slaves, and allow them 
to remain within the borders of that Territory. That 
was the meaning of it; and to that the gentleman' 
from Maine was opposed. Now, did the eentiemanj 
from Maine desire to say to the southern States that) 
they should emancipate their slaves; and not only' 
so, but that suck emancipated slaves should remain 
amongst them as citizenw He then entered into some 
statements to show that it was for the good of the 
slaves thsnuelves to be removed to Liberia or else- 
where, as they could not, as ftee blacks, remain in 
comfort where they luid bees held as slaves. As 
well might the gentleman firom the slave States ob- 
ject to the admission of Iowa, because her constitu- 
tion prohibited slaveiy, as ths gendeman from 
Maine object to the admission of Florida, because 
her coastitntion contained this provision. H* 
urged a great variety of other afruments against 
die amendment whicn had been ofleied. 

Mr. P. KINO moved diet the committee rise. 

Messrs. Mosblbt and BcLica were appointed 
tellen to take the vote on that motion, and tney re- 
ported 76 in die affirmative, and 76 in the^negative. 
The Chair voted in the affinnative; so the eonmit- 
tee rose and reported progress. 

The SPEAKER staled that two bills had been 
presented by inadvertence, and passed this morning, 
which had never been referred to the Commiuee of 
the Whole on the slato of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, die votes 
on the said bills — being the bills above mentioned, 
appropriating for the improvenent of the Fox and 
Wisconsin nvers, Ac, and for the expenses of a 
session of the general assembly of Wisconsin— were 
reconsidered, and they were regulariy referred to 
die Commiuee of the Whole on the stale of the 
Union. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that die House 
tesolvs itself again into Committee of die Whole on 
the stale of the Union; but waiving this motion tem- 
porarily, he moved the adoption of a resolution to 
terminate debate on the bill now pending in com- 
mittee— viz. for the admission into the Union of 
Iowa and Florida — in twenty minutes after again la- 
ken up i n comm ittee. 

Mr. STETSON moved that the House ad- 
journ. . 

On this motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and ordered; and being taken, resulted— yeas 69, 
nays 84. . 

So the Hottss refined to adjoun. 

Hie question recurring on the adoption of the res- 
olution of Mr. Cave Jobhiok, the previous ques- 
tion was moved by Mr. J. 

Mr. ADAMS said he hoped die eentieman would 
not press the motion to terminate debate in ao short 
a time, as diere were very important questions in- 
volved. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gendeman dial de- 
bate was not in order, the previous question having 
been moved. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that Uie House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER said that it was not now in or* 
der, the House having just rejected this mo- 
tionl 

Mr. ADAMS then moved to lay the resolution 
en the table. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered 
by tellers. 

Mr. R. D. DAVIS moved thot the House ad- 
journ. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; and 
being taken, resulted— yeas 72, nays 80. 

So the House refused sgain to adjourn. 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
resolution on the table, 

Mr. HUDSON moved a call of the House; and 
the yeas and nays having been ordered, the ques- 
tion was taken and decided in die negative— yeas 
45, nays 119. ^ „ 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS moved tiiat die House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. THOMPSON colled for die yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, when 

Mr. B. J. MORRIS withdrew the motion. 

Mr. DICKEY renewed it. 

Mr. THOMPSON called for the jeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and the question was taken 
and decided in the negative— yeas 70, nays 94. 

AfVsr some conversation, Mr. C. .JOHNSON 
withdrew Us resolution, and substituted • motion 
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that the territorial buiines* be made. the epecial or- 
der of the day for Thureday nex^ which motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HUBARD submitted a reaolution that ladies 
be admitted on the floor of the House to-moniow 
during the counting of the vote* lor President and 
Vice t>rasident; when, 

On moUon of Mr. DICKEY, 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were handed to ttie reporters by the members 
presenting them: ' 

By Mr. HUNOERFORD: The petUion of citixen* of 
Sacket't Harbor for the erection oi a monument to the 
memory of Oen. Pike and oilier officer! wlio were lulled in 
tiae Hervice of their country during the late war: xvferred to 
tike Committee on Military AflUrs. 

By .Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Thomai Hayi and 
110 other citliem of Union county, Penniylvania, praying 
lor a reduotioii of poitage and the abolition of the Iranking 
privilege: referred to the Comuittee ol the Whakonthe 
litale oftbe Union. . . _ . , , 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The memorial of Bernard Cohn, Jr., 
and 76 othen, citizens of New Orleani, praying that Con. 
great may pus House bill No. Tl, entitled A bill to amend 
am act entitled An act to provide for the better security of 
the lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam; opproved July 9, 1£68: referred 
to the Committeaof the Whole on the state of the i;nion. 

By .Mr. BENTON: The petition of ICdward Robinson, 8. 
H. Cox, and others, membera of the Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, asking Congress to reduce the rate 
of postage to two cents, and to abolish the franking privi- 
lege: Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. St. JOHN: The patitlon of Joltn Fi«et and 170 
others, citizens of the county of Wyandot, in the State of 
Ohio, asking a grant of town lots In Upper Sandusky, lo 
said county, on condition that the seat of Justice be estab. 
lished in said town: referred to the Coaimittea on Public 
Lands. 

By Mr. HAYS: The petition of citiieni of Crawford coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, for the constmction of 1 .Macadamized 
road at some point on the Cumberland road at or near the 
western base of the Laurel Hill, through Pittsburgh, and by 
the arsenal at Pittsburgh, and the arsenal at Meadville, to the 
harbor at £rie: referred to the Conimitteo oa Roads and 
Canals. 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of Wm. McClura, John 
A. Wier, and 60 others, cltizeni of Dauphin county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying Congress to reduce the postage to a fixed 
late of two cents, and for the abolition of the franking privi- 
leg*. 

By Mr. J. E. GARY: The petition of B. Davit and l«o 
othera, citizen! of Otsego coanty, New York, pnying fat 
the establishment of a mail route from Oneonta, to New 
Berlin, by wty of Buttemutts: referred the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ORIDLR: The petition of Ralph Young: referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Penuoni. 
° By Air. SAMPLE: The petition of Martena Clark and 97 
others, citizens of Laporte uountr, Indiana, praying for the 
unconditional emancipation of all persona held as slaves in 
the District of Columbia, and in any Territodes of the United 
States, or other places where Congress has Jurisdiction: 
and for the repeal of the 3d and 4th sectionsof theact of 
Congress euutle.1 An act respecting fugitives from Justice 
and pel-sons cvcapin^ from the service of their masters, ap- 
proved February 12, 1793,' and all other acts which impli- 
cate the people of the tree States in the support of slavery. 
And that Congress may step to the very veige of the power 
vetted in it kir discouraging every species of traffic in the 
persons of our fellow men. 

Mr. H- also presented the petition of Herbert Williams and 
103 others, citizens of the same county, remonstntiiig 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union. 

Also the petition of Herbert Williams and 97 others, eitl- 
leiisof the same county, setting forth that Capt. Jonathan 
Walker has been convicted in the Territory of Florida, and 
punished by branding and standing in the pillory, for aiding 
a number of his fellow<reatures in their efforts to obtain 
their rigtits with which they are endowed by their Creator, 
and praying that .Congress may cause the laws of Florida, 
by which such punishmentii are inflicted, to be repealed; 
and also to repeal all laws which tolerate slavery in said 
Territory, so that this nation may henceforth be saved ftxim 
the disgrace of sustaining such relics of barbarism, and of 
supporting the iniquitous system of slavery. 

AJso the petition of Jacob Iseminger ami 44 othen, citi- 
zens of the same county, praying an amendment of the con- 
stitution so as to make the basia of representation uniform 
in all the States. 

By Mr. REDINO: The petition of 18 individuals, inhabit- 
nuts of Holdemess, New Hampshire, asking Congress to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia and the Territo- 
ries. Also a remonstrance of I-J citizens of the same town 
against the annexation of Texas to this Union. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The peUtion of L. B. Nichols and 
other citizens of Lake county, Illinois, for a grant of land 
tOrthe completion of the IlHoois and Michigan canal: re- 
ferred to the Committre on Public l.ands. I'he petition of 
Vf. C. Todd and otlu'r citizens of Warrenville, Dupage 
county, to reject all propositions for the annexation of 
Ttrxa>>. .\lso, (rom the same, for the abolition oi slavery in 
the District of Columbia and the Territories. Also, from tlie 
Fa.-ne, for the repeal of th«- laws in IHorida under which Capt. 
Jo.ii*thnn Walker is puiiiithed: referred to the Committee 
on (■ or<Mun ^tiairs. Also, the petition of Allen Baldwin end 
otbercitizenA of.McHcnry county, in favor of the reduction 
of poila?e: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Pott Roads. Alio, the petition of J. W. Kingsley and other 
citizens of Dundee, Kane county, Illinois, in favor of a i» 
ductiou of postage: re.'erred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Poitt Roads. Also, the proceedings of a public 
meeting at Naperville, Dupegc county, IlllniSa, for ue ra 



doction of postage: referred to the Conunittee on the Post 
Offlee and Pott Roedi. ...«., u 

By.Mr.HliRRICK: The peUUon of SaMj Tyler, widow 
of Daniel Tyler deceased, for a pension: rcfcned to tlie 
Committee on RavolationarT Fanafoai. 



IN SENATE. 
Wkdksidat, February 12, 1845. 
On motion by Mr. EVANS, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

A me«wge was received from the Hou«« of Rep- 
reaentatiTes, by the hands of Mr. FmBNCH, their 
Clerk^giving ioformation that that body was in or- 
der to receive the Senate, and proceed to the open- 
ing of the eertificatee and conntiDglhe TOtoa given 
by the eleotoml oolleges of the several States for 
Pieeideiit and Vice President of the United States. 
The message being read, the Senate proeeeded in 
a body, headed by the PaatiDBMTjrrD torn., and pre- 
ceded by their Sergeant-at-aims, to the House of 
Representativca, to execate the joint order of the 
twoHotttes. The Senate, in the satne order, re- 
turned to the Senate ehambec, and .resumed their 
seats about two hours thereaAer, when 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the part 
of the Senate appointed to join the oominitteeon 
the part of the House, to report as to the mode of 
counting the electoral votes for President and Vice 
President, and infoming the persons elected of their 
election, reported, in ftirthM- execution of their duty, 
a naolntion dedaring the result, and proposing the 
appointment of one senator, to join such two mem- 
bers as might be appointed on the part of the Hooae 
of Representatives to wait on the President and 
Vice resident eleet, and infono them of their elec- 
tion. ' 
The question was taken on the resolution, and 
it was adopted. 

On motion, the Cbaw was authorized to appoint 
the committee on the pan of the Senate; when Mr. 
Waluk was appioted. 

Mr. HUGER presented a petition— name not 
heard— which was referred to the Committee <m 
Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it T*as oi^ 
dered that 200 copies of the report from the War 
Department, of the msgnetical observations at the 
Oirard Colleaee, Philadelphia, from the year 1840 
to the 1st Apnl, 1845, be printed for thr use of the 
Topographical bureau. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of citizens of Indiana, praying for the repeal of 
the naturalization laws: ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD entered a motion for the reoon- 
■ideralitm <>f the vote rejecting the bill for the settle- 
ment of the Diibu({ue ^aim. He re mar ked that he 
did this at the request of a friend, and from no dis- 
position to change his vote against the bilK 

On motion by Mr, ATCHISON, it was ordered 
that all the memorials from Missouri presented to 
the Senate the last session for additional mail routes, 
be taken from the flies, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr, WALKER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, the bill from the House for the relief of 
Walker, Kimball & Caruthers. 

Also reported bsick, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they be indefinitely 
postponed, the bills from the House for the relief of 
Dunning McNair, Sellers, and Feuwick. 

Mr. jARNAGIN, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the relief of the ex- 
ecutor of Henry King, deceased; which -was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 
Then, on motion of Mr. BREESE, 
The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wbdvesdat, February 12, 1845. 

On motion of Mr. PRATT, the reeding of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

FURNITURE OF THE PRESIDKHTIAL HAN- 
8I0N. 

Mr. PRATT moved that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up the bill for fiir- 
nishing the presidential mansion. 

The question was taken, and the motion was re- 
jected. 

Mr. LEVY asked leave to offer a resolution call- 
ing On the President of the United States for infor- 
mation as to the individual amount of losses sustain- 
ed in Florida dtuing the re«ent Indian hostilities 



therein, and for the report of the saite to the next 
Covresi. 

T^e resolution being objected to hy "Six. RATH- 
BUN and many others, was not received. 

MISSOURI RESOLUTIOHS— OREGOH. 
Mr. BOWLLN, on leave, presented « memorial 
of the legislature of Missouri, on the sul^jea of 
the immediate occupation of Oregon; which, on hii 
motion, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ELLIS, on leave, reported, from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, bills for the relief of Armaad 
3. Donne^ late chaig£ de affaires to Portugal, and 
of Benjamin E. Green, late cfaarg£ de affiurea at Mex- 
ico; wnidt wer« referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked leave to report a bffl fioa 
the Committee of Ways and Means; but (ri>jecUoiis 
were made at this time. 

EXECUTIVE COHMUNICATIONS. 
At the suffieMion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, 
and by generefconsent. 

The SPEAKER laid b^ore the Hooae the fol- 
lowing executive communications: 

A message from the President of the Uniicd 
States, in reply to a resolution of the Hoaae a skin g 
for the correspondenoe, if any, between this goven- 
ment and Great Britain relative to fugitire enminaii 
in Florida: referred. 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, to the Com m t t trf. od 
Foreign Afiairs. 

Also, a message from the Preeident, tr anwnit i iin 
the annual report of the ioepectoca of Ute peniia- 
tiary in this District: refenrea. 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, to the C<hb- 
mittee for the District of Coltunbia. 

A communication frttm the DepntmcBt of tele, 
relative to alleged errors in the sixth cem w isT reftsitd. 
On motion of Mr. ADAMS, to tbe Comnuitee oa 
Statistics. 

From the Navy Department, transmitting 350 co- 
pies of the Navy Register. 

From the War Department, transmittiag 3S3 eo. 
pies of the Army Register, both which were iaidos 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

From the Treasury Department, in regard to ik 
balance due from Caleb J. McNulty, laie Clcrii of 
the House of Representatives: referred to the Coo- 
mittee on Accounts, and ordered to be printed. 

From the War Department, relative to the atsK 
of the fortifications on the Florida reef, and the esti- 
mates for continuing the ssme: referr^. 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, to the Cominsnee oe 
Military Affiu>s,'«od ordered to be printed. 

From the Treasvury Department, a statemeot of 
clerks and others employed in that departntem dot- 
ingthe year 1844. 

From the Post Office Deportmeat, a aimihtr staM- 
ment:. both of whidi were laid on the table, and or 
dered to be printed. 

From the Treasury Department, a statemeDt ti 
balances, receipts, expenditures, dtc, on aocoont «f 
the Chickasaw Indians: referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

From the War Department, the report of C«|>- 
tain Graham, in 1835, of the survey of Captan 
Graham, of that usually known as "the Oliveriu 
canal route." 

On motion of Mr. REDING it was laid <» tk 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

8XNATE BIU.S. 
The Senate bill appropriating for the conatniciiea 
of a free bridge across the aastern branch of the Po- 
tomac, in the city of Washington, came, and w« 
twice re. d. 

Mr. CAUSIN moved iu reference lo the Cob- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Unioo. 

A motion was made to refer it the Commitue !m 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. REDING moved to lay the bin on the 
table. 
The bill was read at length by the Clerk. 
The question was taken on the motion of Mi 
Redino, and decided in the affirmative— yeas lid, 
nays 67, as follows: 

YEAS— Metara. Arrlngton, Atkinson Beber. Bcsik. 
James A Black, Blackwell, Bover, Boyd, Brinke.-liei, 
Brodbead, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Bnwo, Bui^' 
Burt, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Caiy, Catlin, Beabeaftat- 
man, Clinton. Coles, Cross, Cnllom, Dana, Daniel, 1^ 
ard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Dillingham, Dro:rgc<ii 
Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster. Frext 
Fuller, Oiddiags, ByTam Oreen, Bale, Baaoibal Basia 
Haralson, Hardin. Hays. Henley. Hopkins, Hseatoa b> 
bard, Hubboll, Hughes, Haiigerfoni, J. B. Hont. Jtaact 
Cava Johnson, F«il«^ B. Johiuon, And(«w Johnson A 
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(miwdf, PrMtoB King, Labnnnh*, LMaud, LnomUa, 
:.yoii, Mwlay, MeCIeUtnd, MoClaimand, MeCoatMll, Me- 
Uj, Murphy, Nente, Oven, Pamenter, PiTiw, PcTton, 
Emery D. PotMr, Prmtt, Pnidy, Bathbnn, David S. Reid, 
leding, R(1A, Hitter, Koberti, Kobinaon, Runell, St Jvlin, 
(enter, ThomM H. Seymour, D^rid L. Seynour, Maioot, 
Ihnpioii, Slidell, John T. Bmitli, TboBiM Smith, Bobatt 
Imith, Weenrod, Stetion, John Stewart, Jamei W. Stone, 
lyke>, Thompton, Toeker, Weller, Weiitworth, Wheaton, 
ieojamio WUtn, WiUiuni, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, 
ftncey, and Yoat— 110. 
NAYS— Meitn. Abb«t,Adaiiu, Aihe, Baninger, Banaid, 
laylr, Bidiack, Jamei Black, Brengle, Bnmngton, Can- 
In, Chilton, Clinch, CUngman, Cobb, Cranaton, Darragh, 
}. Oarla, Deberry, Delist, Dickey, Elmer, Fi*h, Florence, 
Orinnell, Orbler, Waihineton Hunt, C. J. InganoU, Janka, 
lohn P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatiick, Lncas, Mc- 
;aa>len, MoIlTaiine, Manh, Freeman H. Morae, laaae E. 
ilone, Moaeley, Nea, Newton, Patetaoa,' Pettit, Fhanix, 
■ollock, EUaha R. Potter, Freaton, Ramaey, Rockwell, 
lodney, Rogera, Sample, Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb 
I. Smitli, Stepheni, imdrew Stewart, Summera, Tibbatia, 
lilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, John White, 
Vinthrop, and William Wright— 67. 

So the bill wu laid on the table. 

The following bills additional from the Senate 
rere aeyeralljr read twice and referred, viz: 

A joint resolution to authorize the Attorney Gten- 
nl to contract for o^iea of a proposed edition of 
hs kwi and treaties of the United States. 
^ A ioint resolution for distributing the work on the 
Exploring Expedition, with an amendment. 

A joint rtsdation for the relief of Seth M. Lea- 
'enworth. 

A joint resolution amendatory of the resolution 
lassed April 30, 1844, respecting the application 
)f certain appropriations heretofore made. 

An act aUowing a drawback upon foreign mer- 
^ndise exported in the original packages to Chi- 
luahua and Sante Fe, in Mexico. 

An act far the organization of a company of sap- 
Mrs, miners, and pontoniera. 

Mr. BURKE stated that ()ne of the tellers ap- 
Minted on the part of the Hotise [Mr. JoicrH R. 
[mebioll] to count the votes ot Uie electors for 
President and Vice Preaident was unable, from in- 
lisposition, to attend; and he therefore moved that 
mother teller be appointed in his place. 

This motion beitig agreed to. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. J. P. Kenmbdt 
o serve as teller in place of Mr. Ihoebioll. 

HUNTING THE VOTES FOR PREBIOENT 
A^D VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said that the hour having 
orived which was set apart by a joint resolution of 
he two Houses for counting the votes for the eleo- 
ors for President and Vice President, he begged 
<ave to <^er the nsnal resolution. Mr. B. then of- 
ercd a resolution that a meaaaee be sent to the Sen- 
ile to inform that body that the House was now 
«idv to receive them, and proceed to the opening 
>f tne eertiflcatesand ooiwting the votes ^ven by 
he electoral colleges. The resolution having been 
igreed to, a message was accordingly sent to the 
Senate by B. B. macb, esq., the clerk of the 
ioose. 

The Senate soon afker entered the hall of the 
flouse of Reprasentativea, two abreast, preceded by 
heir Sergeant«t-arms, who was succeeded by their 
President, the Hon. Wiuc P. Mavocm, and Secre- 
ary, Asbury Dickins, esq. The senators took 
Mats prepared for them in the central area of the 
iloose, and the President of the Senate took the 
hair of the Speaker, (the Hon. John W. Jonss,) 
he last-named officer being seated on hia left. The 
elleis (the Hon. BosaaT J. Wjxua, of the Sen- 
ile, and the Hon. Edhdnv Bv>kk and the Hon. 
'oBv P. Kekmedt, of the House of Representa- 
ives) took their seats at the Clerk's desk, assisted 
*y the Secretary of the Senate and B. B. French, 
i*q., tht Clerk of the House. L. Machin, esq., 
principal clerk of the Senate, and D. Gold, esq., 
principal clerk in the office of the clerk of the House 
>f Kepreienlatives, acted as recording clerks, being 
■**tcd in front of the clerk's desk at a table prepared 
Ibr their use in the central area. 

The galleries were densely crowded in every 
'>*'(> a large number of the auditors being ht- 
&s. 

The PRESIDENT of the SeaMe km whM lb* 



members of theHouse and the senators were all seated , 
and stated the object of their thos assembling to be 
to coiut the votes cast by the electors of the respeo- 
tive Stales of this Union for President and Vice 
President of the Unitod States; and handing toMr. 
Walub (one of the telteis) a sealed packet, he 
said, "I deliver to the gentlemen tellets the votes of 
the electors of the State of Maine for Prendent and 
Vice President of the United States, in order that 
they may be counted." 

Mr. WALKER received the packet; and having 
broken the seals, the tellera examined the votea, 
which vrera announced to be nine in number, all of 
which were given for James K. Polk, of Tennessee, 
as President of the United States. The saiqe num- 
ber of votes for the Vice President were given for 
George Af. Dallas, of Pernisylvania. 

The PRESIDENT next delivered to the tellera 
the votes of the electors of New Hampshire, and of 
all the other States of the Union in succession in the 
same manner, and they were examined by the tel- 
lers, and the result was announced with the same 
formalities. 

The final result stood thus: 
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Mr. WALKER presented the returns of the tel- 
lers to— 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate, who rose and 
said that the whole number of votes given was 275, 
of which a minority was 138. But James K. Polk, 
of Tennessee, had received 170 votes cast for the 
President of the United States, and Henry Clay, of 
Kentucky, 105; and George M. Dallas, of Penn- 
sylvania, had received 170 votes cast (or Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States, and Theodora Freling- 
huysen, of New York, have received 105. He then 
added: "I do, therefore, declare that James K. Polk, 
of Tennessee, having a majority of the whole num- 
ber of doctoral votes, is duly elected President of the 
United States for four yeara, commencing on the 
4th day of March, 1845; and that George M. DaU 
las, of Pennsylvania, having a majority of electoral 
votes, is duly sleeted Vice President of the United 
States for four yean, commencing on the 4th day of 
Mareh, 1845." 
' He afterwards stated that the business for which 



the two Houses had been convened having been ac- 
complished, the Senate would return to its cham- 
ber. 

The House accordingly rose, the Speaker resumed 
the chair, and they remained standing until the sen- 
ators had retired in the order in which they entered 
the House of Representatives. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved that the House ad- 
journ; but withdrew the motion at the request of 
Mr. BURKE. ^ 

ICOTIPICATON OF THE PRESIDENT ELECT OP 
HIS ELECTION. 
Mr. BURKE, on leave, made the following r> 
port: 

The rommitlee on the part of theHooaeofRFpreaeata 
tivaa, appointed to Join awch committee aa m^nt be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate to ascertain a^ report a 
mode of examining the rotea for I'reaident and Vice Prea- 
ident of the United Statea, and of infonning] the peraona 
elected of their election, report — 

That the joint committee, in further execution of the 
dntiea with which they weie charged by the two Housea 
of Congreaa, have agreed to the following reaohitjon. in 
which reaolntion the committee recommend to the Houae 
to concun 

H<«oitvd, That a committee of two membera of the Houae 
be appointed by that body to Join a committee of one mem- 
ber oi the Senate, to be appointed by lliot body, to wait on 
Jamaa IC Folk, of Tenneaaee, end inform him thai he haa 
been duly elected President of the United Statea for fbur 

Jearacommencing with the fourth da^- of March, eighteen 
nndrad and fbrty-tve; and also to wait on Oeorge M. Dal- 
laa, of FaanoylTania, and inform him that he haa been duly 
elected Vice Preaident of the United Statea for fonr yean 
commencing with the lourth day of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-five. 

On motion of Mr. BURKE, the question being 
taken, the resolution was unanimoualy agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. McCONNELL, Uie House 
then adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Thobsdat, February 13, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT pro tern, laid before the Senate 
a commtmication from the 3d Auditor of the Treasu- 
ry, accompanied by statements of the accounts of 
penons chaiged, or otherwise interested, with the 
disbursement or application of moneys, goods, or 
eflects, from the lat October, 1843, to the 30th 
April, 1844, with the names of all persona to whom 
goods, moneys, or effects have been delivered. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the following reso- 
lutions, adopted by the legislature of Maine, in rela- 
tion to the annexation of Texas and the occupation 
of Oregon: 

Rtiohti, That obedience to the will of the people ia a 
Aindamental principle of democracy. 

Rttetred, That the qneation of the annexatiOD of Texaa to 
the United Statea waa appropriately and directly nraaented 
to the people for their conaideiution, and after full diacna* 
aion haa been decided afflnmatively ; end it new becomea the 
duty of the govenment to talce immediate and eflectnal 
atepa for the eoaaummation of tlie measure at the earliest 
practicable period. 

Rtntced, That the govemmenta of Texas and the United 
Statea have a right to make treaties and stipulations, and 
enter into allianeea and compacts ; and that the government 
of Texaa,in oeding her territory, and the government of the 
United Statea, in accepting the cession of said territory, ex- 
ercise powers which no other government or people should 
be auflered to impair or defeat. 

B/<tab>ti, That the qneatioiu of the annexation of Texa;. 
and the occupation of Ojegon, are great naUonol queations. 
and as such nave been .canvassed and passed upon bf the 
people: and any attempt to y\ace them upon sectionni 
grounds and to make them subservient to local interests, i^ 
calculated to endanger the success ofthose measures. 

Asaelved, That the Territory of Oregon, extending, on the 
Pacific ocean, from the forty-recond degree to fifty-four df- 
grees and forty minutes north latitude, belongs to thf 
United Statea; and it ia the imperative duty of the gor- 
emmantto occupy the aame. aiul extend its role Jurisdic- 
tion over said territory, without tinnecessnry delay. 

iUtolved, Tiiat our senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our repmentativea be reonested, to use their best ex- 
erUoiM to secure the annaxaUon of Texas to the United 
Stalaa, and the occnpation of Oregon, in conionnity «itli 
Uie foregoing resolntiona. 

RetoU-ed, That the secretary of state (orAvard to each of our 
aenatora and representatives in Congress, a copy of these 
resolntiona. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD availed himsielf of the occa- 
sion to say that he foll^ recognised the democratic 
doctrine of the right of instruction on the part of 
the constituent, and a corresponding on the pact ^ 
the repreaentative to obey; and that his course in 
the Senate upon these great Texas and Oregon 
questions would be in accordance with these 
views. 

^e resolutions were read, ordered to lie on the 
taUe, and be printed. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented a remonstrance from 
inhabilBBta of the town of Greenfield, in the State 
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of New Hampahin, agaiiMt the annezstion of 
Texas; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a 
number of iohabitaots of Graysbaich, in the coun- 
ty of Gheea, Pennsylvania, asking nrsuch a'ehange 
in the post routes as to give sreater mail facilities; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also presented a memorial from William Car* 
man, of the city of PittabuK, representing that he 
served four months under Oen. St. Clair, in 1791, 
that he is old, and in reduced circumstances, and 
mays for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. PORTER, it was ordered that 
the communication from the War Departmmt, ac- 
companied by a report from the mineral agent dn 
Lake Superior, be pnnted. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a re- 
commendation thajt they do pass, the bills for the re- 
lief of Eldred A. Lambert, Beonet M. Dell, John 
Adams and John Adams, jr. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
Enos Stephens of Philadelphia, representing that 
he had mode a discovery end invented a machine 
with which he con take and record the yeas and 
nays in any legislative body instantlj and perfectly 
accurate. Mr. B. said it was a time-saving ma- 
chine, which he had no doubt, upon the representa- 
tion of the petitioner, would, at some period, an- 
swer well the purposes for which it is intended in an- 
other <^aarter of the Capitol. The petitioner asks that 
his petition may be referred to a committee to ex- 
amine the plan of operations, and report to Con- 
gress as to Its practicability. A similar one was 
presented to the other Hoiue, where, perhaps, the 
plan was more needed than in the Senate: referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

Ml. NlLES presented a petiuon from citizens of 
South Norwalfc, Connecticut, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. MILLER presented the endsntials of the 
Hon. WiLUAM DaTtov, elected by the legislature 
of New Jersey a senator from that State for six 
years from ihe 4(h of March next: read, and ordend 
to be placed upon the files. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a remonstrance fh>m a 
number of citizens of the town of Parma, in the 
county of Cuyahoga, Ohio, against the annexation 
of Texas to the Umted States: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from a number of 
inhabitants of Watertown, in the county of Jeffer- 
son, New York, praying that the joint resolution of 
the House for the annexation of Texas may be re- 
jected: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from Ma- 
ry McNelly, of Broome county. New York, praying 
for a pension. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from sundry 
mechanics who were employed in the navy-yard at 
Washington in 1843, praying indemnity for the losses 
snatained br them in consequence of their sodden 
dischai^ from employment there: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS, firom the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, the bill explan- 
atoiyofan aa entitled "An act making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of gov- 
ernment for the year 1831." 
^ Also reported a bill to authorize the South Caro- 
Una railroad company to import, free of duty, oei^ 
tain pipes and machinery for an atmospheric rail- 
way; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of John Carlan, asking for 
renewal of pension. 

Also reported back, from the Committee on Nttr 
val Affiurs, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, the bill for the relief of 
Peter Von Schmidt, allowing him compensation for 
uanslatine a document on the culture of hemp. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back, without amend- 
ment, the bill to incorporate the Cotumbicm Mutual 
Insurance Coinpany of Washington city. 

Mr. WOODBRIDQE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, with an amendment, 
(which wail ordered to be printed,) the bill to amend 
an aetentitled "An act to carry into ^eet, in the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing 



compaeu with those States with regaid to the 5 
per cent, fund, and school reservations. 

Also reported back, from the same committee, 
with an amendment, (which was ordered to be 
printed,} the bill gruiting.to the coonty of Wyan- 
dott, in the State of Ohio, certain lands in the to wn 
of Upper Sandusky. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented resolutions adopted by 
the l^slature of Ohio, requesting the senators and 
representatives in Congress to nse all honorable ex- 
ertions to procure the passage of a law to appropri- 
ate (15,000, either in money or in town lots, in Up- 
per Sandusky, or lands in the Wyandott reserva- 
tion, for the purpose of erecting a suitable court- 
house and jail for said county, provided the county 
seat shall be located in Upper Sandusky. The reso- 
lutions, which related to the subject the above bill 
provided for, were read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of Thomas Rhodes^ which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. WOODBTOY, fVom the Committee on 
Claims, nported a bill for the relief of John Cocke, 
of Tennessee; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

REANNEXATION OF TBXA8. 

I Mr. ASHLEY aaked and obtained leave to inlro- 
' duce a joint resolution for the admission of Texas 
' into the Union; which was read, and ordered to a 
/ second aeading, and to be printed, as follows, viz: 

Renttti, That the republic of Texu, bj the name ud 
ityle of the "State of Texu," be received »ad admitted Into 
thia Union upon the nme footing with the original 8tate< 
in til re«p«ett whateror, on the poi^le of nid rrpublie, mat 
in convention called bv the duly constituted anthoritief 
thereof, oonienting to the foUowlag tenne and conditioM: 

1. Thit the exiating conttilntion of nid republic be m 
modiSed aa that it than eonform to the conatitntion of the 
United Btatea, and be ao ameoded aa to provide that the 
territory of Texaa mj be divided into new Statea not ex- 
ceeding Stb In number, to be reeeived and admitted into 
thia Union, in oonlbnnity to the proviaiona of the eonatltu- 
tion of the United Statea, upon the aame footing with the 
original Slate*. 

3. That the United Statea be anthoilzed to s^Jnat tad act- 
tie all qneationa of boundary which may ariae with other 
gOTemmenta. 

, S. That all foitifieationa, buiaeka, navy, and navy-yanla. 
dooka, magulaea, anna, and aeeeutramenta, all nine*, min- 
eral*, aalt lakci and apringt, all poblic edillcea, excq>t the 
oapital, coart-honaes, Jaili, and oflier buUdiiun adapted to 
State, county, and otlier local pnnxaca, and aU other prop- 
erty *adB:eana appertaining to the public d*liBBce,b«laBg- 
ing to aaid repnbuo, not including tt* public ftisda, debta, 
taxea, and due* of every deaeription, be ceded to the United 
SUte*. 

4. That aU the pabllo laada within the llmHa of lald rr- 
poblio be pledged to the payment of ita debta, and tranafer- 
red to Ihe United Stetea in tmat, to be aold and dlspoaed of la 
the aame manner aa the public landa of the United Statea: 
and the proceed* thereof be applied to the payment of aaid 
debt*, after deducting the expenae incident to the manage- 
meat and aale thereof; and after the tnal ditcharge of the 
wboleamountoftaid debt, the redda* thereof ahall bo an- 
nually paid to the State of Texaa, unleaa other Statea ahall 
be formed within her Umilaj la anch caae it ahaU b* appor- 
tioned and paid reepectively in proportion to their repro- 
•entation in Congrats: Provided, That In no event ahall 
•aid debt be ti*amed by or become a chaige upon the Uni- 
ted State*. 

5. Thattoonuniuionof fonrihallbe appointed— two by 
the United State* and two by the State of Texaa— whote du- 

n ahall be to aicertain the debta of Texaa; and there 
be paid an annual aalary of three thoatand dollar* to 
each of aaid commi**ioneT*, in lieu of all other oompen*a- 
tion whaterer; which, with all other expense* inaidental to 
•aid commitaion, •hall be paid out of the proceed* of the 
land*; that the United Stat** *h*ll pnearibe *ttch rule* and 
tegulatioB* for the government of tkecommisiioner*, and 
for the convenient and prompt pavmeat of *aid debt*, a* may 
be Dece**aty ; it being aad«r*tood that Texas any detlgnate 
•ueh debt* a* *lie may deair* to be Irat paid, net exceeding 
the aum of fire hnodrad thousand dollara. 

Mr. BAOBY submitted the following resolution; 
which lies over till to-morrow: 

Rtuhed, That fh>m and after thia day, the Senate will 
convene daily at It o'clock, a. m. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act providing for 
the purchase and distribution of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States among the sev- 
eral States and Territories, came up for ita third 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. DAYTON, the bill was so 
smended as make it read |63i per set, instead of 
|65. 

The bill was then read the third lime, and the 
question being, Shall it pess^ 

Mr. ATHERTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, were taken, and resulieo— 
yeas 31, nays 20 — aa follows: 

TEAS— Mean*. Bamw, Bate*, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Dayton, - Evaia, Foater, Franda, RTigar, 



Hontiact^ Janagin, Mangva. Menick, Miller. Moic- 
hoad, Pi>rt*r, Upham, White, andWeodbridge— 31. 

NAYS— Me**n. Allen, A*Uey, Athwton, Bagby, lle» 
ton> Bre«*e, Boehanan, Colquitt, Dickinaon, Dix. Faiifcld, 
Haywood, Lewia, MeOnfle, Nile*, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tap- 
paa, aad Weodbory- 90. 

So the bin was psssed. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the bill from the 
Hoiun fbr the relief of Dunning R. MeNair was ta- 
ken up on an adverse report of the Committe on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and recommitted to 
that committee. 

NATIONAL DEFENCES. 

Mr. FOSTER called the attention of the Senate 
to the exposed condition of our frontier on the 
north and northweat, and the importance of Con- 
gress taking some measures to put that region of 
our country in a proper stale of defence. He con- 
cluded by submitting the following resolution; which 
lies on the table for the present, viz: 

Rumlced, That the Seoretaiy of the Navy be requeated le 
rfport to Congtes*. at it* next aetiion, the preaont mc&ii* of 
ntral deffcnce* on the lake*, together with che best plan l»r 
providing ibr tiie general deiiNkeo in that qnaiter, wliethn 
Dy tile ahip caaalof Illinoi* or otherwiaa. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 
. 'On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the special order 
if tlie day was called up, being, as he conaidered it, 
the qneation of concurrence With the Committee on 
Foregn Relations as to the adoption of the resolu- 
tions recommended at the end of the committee'* 
report on the subject of the annexation of Texas, 
wtkioh resolutions were as follows: 

Rrmlmi, That the joint reaolntion of ti>e Hon*e of Hep- 
reseatatlve* for the annexation of Texu to the United statei 
b« rejected. 

JlMolreii, That the eeveral bill* and Joint leaolutioa* 
originating in the Senate, the retolntiona of enndry Stat» 
le^alatniu, and the petition* and memoriala of many citi- 
xena of the United Statea, for and agatnat the ansexaaon tt 
Texu to thia Union, which have been nfetied to this com- 
mittee, do lie en the table. 

BIr. ALiLEN roae and aaid, Oat before the aena- 
tor fh>m Kentucky [Mr. MoRBSBAn] enlided to the 
floor proceeded to open the debate, he desired the 
precise question before the Senate to be stated by 
the Chair — ^the question upon whidi the SenaK 
would be called upon to vote. 

The CHAIR. It ia on the advene report; and as 
the chair now nadeislanda the matter, th« joint 
resolution of the House of Representatives comn 
up as in committee of the whoM for eonaideratiea, 
and is open to any motion that may be made in re- 
gard to It. 

Mr. ALLEN. Itisnot, then, on the report of the 
committee, but on the joint resolution, that the que*- 
tion is pending. 

Mr. HUin'INaTON. Before the oDeation i* 
put on the advene resolution from the Commitiee 
on Foreign Relaliaiis, it is competent to amenl 
and perfect the joint resolution; but the eommitiee'a 
object may be attained by motion of indefinite post- 
ponement. 

Mr. ARCHER. Then, to obviate all difficulty, 
I now make the motion that Ihe joint resolution of 
the House of Rq>reseotaiives now before the Senate, 
be indaSnitely postponed. 

Mr. AIXEN. Now, sir, I move that the yeas 
and nays be ordered on that question, and then the 
senator from Ksntodcy eon go on. 

The CHAIR put the question, and the yeas and 
nays were oidered. 

Mr. MOREHEAD then loae and addressed the 
Senate for upwards of two houn. 

He said he ought, in justice to himself, to ex- 
press to the Senate his sinosie regard for bavii^ 
postponed the considendon of the preaent bill when 
It wss called up by the senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Aicbck] on a former day. Unexpectedly u> fain 
(Mr. M.) the duty had been devolved upon him in 
oonsequence of that senator's ill health, whidi, most 
assuredly, no one could r^aid more strongly than 
he did, to preaent to the Senate the groimds upon 
which Uiose who were of opinion that thia biH 
ought not to be passed, baaed their opinions. In oon- 
sequence of the circumstances in which he was 
placed, not having had his mind directed to the con- 
sidention of those subjects particulariy, which veie 
necessary to beeonsidered in openinr the diaenasian 
to the Senate, he had deemed it his duty, as well to 
the Senate as. to himself, to aak for the postponeoiem 
until to-day; and he now proceeded to discharge 
the dtity which had been imposed upon him. 

In attempting to diacharge that duly, he could not 
be insensible to the great magnitude of the topic 
which was under the consideration of this body. He 
deemed it the moat imerestiiig •ndimpottant subject 
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which for yean had agitated the public mind in this 
country ; and he almoet felt as if he should shrinic 
from the dischat^ of his duty, under the deep sense 
which he entertauied of the many and deep interests 
which this subject involves. He trusted thiU he 
should have strength aoougb to submit to the Sen- 
ate the views which be entertained in relation to itj 
and he did most humbly supplicate Him who holds 
in His bands the destimes of nations, that He would 
enable him to do it satisfactorily, both to the Senate 
and the country. Before he went into the eonaid- 
eration of the prominent topics growing out of this 
subject, allow him to make a preliminary remark. 
For one, whatever might be the views of other gen- 
tlemen coinciding with him in general, upon the 
question now under consideration, he was leid to the 
conclusion that the bill itself,' independent of any 
constitutional objections, was inexpeilient, if for no 
other reason than because it adds additional territory 
to this Union. He was one those who believed 
that,constituted as the government of the United States 
was, we had territory enough for all useftil pur- 
poses; and when be looked back upon die history of 
past republics, and reviewed the conaequenoes 
resulting from adding province after province, and 
territory after tertitory, to the original domain of 
those republics, he was still more strongly con- 
rinced that it was better for the peo|de of the United 
States to plant themselves upon their erieinal terri- 
tory; that they should not extend it— that pnce- 
Jents for the extension of territory ought to be 
opposed at the outset, in conse<]uence of tbe 
results which misbt eventually transpire. But what- 
Ever mj(bt be bis opinions upon this subject, 
lie took occasion to say, independent of all other 
lifficulliea, this would be a sufficient eonsidention 
viih him. There was another point of view pre- 
Mnting itself at the threshold, which he thought en- 
irely insurmountable. When this subject was 
iresented to the consideration of the Senate at the 
an session of Congress, one of the leading diffieal- 
ia« in the way of its fkvoraUe reception by this. 
)ody, was the relations whidt suMsled between 
he mvemroent of Mexico and the government of 
he , United States. It was said that there wera at 
hat time subsisting treaties between that govem- 
oent and ours, pigging the faith of the govem- 
nent of the United States to the preservation of the 
nrmony and peace of the two nations; an4 that, 
>ledfed as the government of the United States was 
ly those treaties, it would, in the first place, be a 
luOicient cause of war; and in the next place, a 
delation of the faith of the treaties which subsisled 
>etween that government and ours, if we proceeded, 
vithout the consent of the Mexican government, to 
innex Texas to this nation; or, in other words, to 
leprive her of a province which, however the inde- 
■endence of that province might have been reeog- 
used by this government, stul bad never been se- 
ognised as indmendent by herself. He was one 
rho felt the full foice of the objections founded up- 
'D the circumstances which he had mentioned, 
n looking at the position that this whole subject 
low occupied, he could not, for one, perceive that 
here bad been any change of these circumstances, 
desjco was atill an obstacle between that govem- 
MDt and ours. There were still subsisting treaties of 
nendship and peace. If it were incumbent upon 
* on a former occasion to r^aid the relations b»- 
"■S* **'^"^'' '"'' •'"• country, and to be influ- 
1°^ '•y them, he knew of nothing that had pro- 
'^ Boch an alteration of those relations as to 
ixtify us now in the annexation of Texas to this 
^«rnment, without the consent of Mexico. He 
iMertook, at least, for himself, to express the opi- 
"On that there had been no change of circumstances 
ad position ; and if, at the last session of Congress, 
le Would not plunge into this annexation scheme, 
■^'anee he believed it would be violating the national 
Mth and endangering the national mtegrity, he 
'ould not do it now. If he believed, at the last 
^on of Congress, that the conse<]^nence of annax- 
uon Was to produce war with Mexico, luid without 
'™fj '"' ^' P'"''' ^"' "''^ cause upon ours, he 
'ould oppose it gull. If there was anything in the 
JJ***"* «>ndition of the Mexican government which 
"ould have a bearing upon this subject at all, it 
^«d to him that these circumstances should ap- 
^ *j'},">°ie strongly than they did at the last ses- 
""**' Congress, to the magnamitv of this govem- 
MM "?','" interpose this scheme between our rela- 
rh k^nrT ^•^«>i whatever may be the solicitude 
»?''* "Xaa may have to be annexed to this Union. 
'°" domestic condition of Mexico ^u different 
"w from what it waa then. If, being a weak gov- 



ernment, it waa impolitic and unjust for us, a strong- 
er power, to interpose and violate her domain, with- 
out her consent, should we avail ourselves Of the 
internal diasensinns in that unfortunate country, at 
this time, to do that now which we would not have 
done thea> 

Without dwelling upon this subject — without en- 
larging upon the considerations which were connect- 
ed witn it — ^he deemed it his dutv to express the con- 
victions of his own mind ana the reasons which 
influenced him in relation to it. 

The national faith ! Need he take up the time of 
the Senate in d wel ling for a moment on the duty which 
every government on earth owed to itself, and espe- 
cially a free republican government, to preserve untar- 
nished its own national foith ? It constitutes the moral 
character of the United States, or at least its strength. 
Elndanger it — enfeeble the claim that you have upon 
the judgment of the world, growing out of the ob- 
ligations imposed upon a government like oura, to 
preserreits faith and integrity in its relations with 
the other governments of the world — and you disarm 
it of its intrinsic and constitutional strength. He 
was, therefore, now, as he was at a former session 
of Congress, 'unwilling to admit the territory of 
Texas into this Union until be should be satisfied 
that Mexico at least should consent to let it in. 

It might be said, in reply to the suggestions which 
he had made to the Senate upon what he considered 
an important view of the subject, that the govern- 
ment of the United States had recognised the inde- 
pendence of Texas — that other nations of the world 
had done the same thine — that Mexico was incapa- 
ble of reclaiming her authority over her lost province 
—that Texas was, in fact, independent, and able to 
maintain her independence. Now, that was the 
very question which was presented to our conside- 
ration. Were we sure that Texas was in fact in- 
dependent, and that she was able to maintain her 
independence, notwithstanding the efforts which 
Mexico might think proper to make, to regain 
that territory? In looking at the whole subject, as 
he had endeavored to do, in the most impartial 
point of view, it oecured to him that the applica- 
tion which that government (the government of 
Texas) had made to ours, and the frequent appeals 
which had been made to the government of the 
United States, to interpose between her and Mexico, 
was 1 strong circumstance calculated to impress us 
with tbe bdief thst Texas herself IMa that she ' 
might be incompetent to maintain her indepen- 
dence. But he would not dwell upon that subject. ' 
Heproceeded to the consideration of another. ' 

The next objection which he proposed to make to 
this bill, arose firom its peculiar character. Wliat 
was it? He called it a bill; it was a joint resolution 
from the House of Repiesentatives; and it proposes 
to introduce Texas as a State into the American 
Union, upon an equal footing with the originid 
States, by an act which requires the assent, to con- 
stitute it a law, of a bare majority of the two 
Houses of Congress, or, what he thought made the 
ease still stronger against it, of a tnajority of barely a 
quorum of the two Houses. The ground upon 
which the proposed measure of annexation nad 
been advocated, could not be lost sieht of in the 
consideration of this branch of the subject. In the 
whole of the correspondence between the Amer- 
ican Secretary of state, and other governments 
which were interested in the question, the annexa- 
tion scheme has been placed upon the ground 
that it was necessary to pro'.ect and s'rength- 
en the domestic institutions of a particuhur portion 
of this confederacy. He waa not aboot to go into 
the consideration of this question. He knew it 
was a fearful and an alarming one in its details; but 
coming from a Slate, whose institutions would be 
brought within the application of this resolution, if 
it should pass, whatever that protection might be, he 
had to say, bearing upon that question, that if this 
resolution was intended to recognise the power of 
a majority of the two Houses of Congress to 
strengthen and maintain the institution of slavery 
in this country, he disclaimed their authority to act 
upon the subject. It had never been tdmitted — he 
trusted it never would be admitted — that Congresa 
has one moment's jurisdiction over the subject in a 
legislative form. 

He considered, then, the joint resolution now be- 
fore the Senate, taken m connection with die reason- 
ing by which it had been sustained, as invoW^ di- 
rectly the oonsiderations which he had mentioned. 
For one, as one of the representatives of a Slate 
whose institutions were of the character to which he 
had alluded, he never would consent that a majori- 



ty of Congress should legislate in reference to this 
particular domestic institution; because, if a major- 
ity of Congress could declare that a foreign territo- 
ry could be annexed for the purpose of strengthen- 
ing this institution, a different majority could de- 
clare that, for the same reaaonj and upon the Game 
freoedent, they could circumscribe ana contmet ii. 
[e preferred, as one representing one of the Staif a 
to which he had alluded, abiding by the compro- 
mise of the constitution, and pUcins his feet 
upon true and substantial constitutional grounds. 
At thia moment, when it was known that the 
nonslaveholdlng States of this Union were the 
preponderating power of die Union, and when 
It was known that in some of those States' 
there was rising up a great power, fanatical and dan- 
gerous in its character, the future footstepA of which 
no human being could trace, and the future conse- 
quences of which no human being could anticipate, 
he would not be instrumental in establishing a pre- 
cedent which would enable them to countermine the 
interests of those States of the Union whose institu- 
tions were different from theirs. 

He might entaige upon this subject, and throw 
out other objections to this resolution upon that 
score; but there was so much before him, that, upon 
this preliminary question of expediency, he did not 
deem it his du^ to dwell at large. 

There was only one more point, of a preliminary 
nature, remaining, to which ne should briefly allude; 
and that was this: This resolution proposes to take 
from Texas all that belongs to her but her public 
lands — not alone her custom-houses, her sourres of 
revenue, but her sovereignty — that which it seemed 
to him ought to be dearer to her than all other con- 
aiderationa. Her sovereignty! And you leave her 
utterly powerless for the payment of her national en- 
gagements to the worid. Will you do that? Will 
you expose yourself to the hazard of the imputation 
that you have deprived the just creditors of inde- 
pendent Texas of^ their rights, by depriving her of 
the means of paying her debts? that you are willing, 
for the stipulations you make as the terms of recep- 
tions, to make the best bargain you can for yourself, 
and let the whole world interested in the maintenance 
of the sovereignty of Texas construe it as they 
please? 

He held that the creditors of Texas, in all possible 
good faith, had not only a just lien upon the rr- 
souroea of the government of Texas — upon her pub- 
lic lands — upon all her public property — and upon 
her national faith; but that, if the preservation of her 
mdependence should be one means of the redemp- 
tion of those debts, they had a claim also upon us 
that we should not deprive them of their claim by 
depriving Texas of all possibility of paying them. 
He would not dwell, either, upon these grounds. 

He eame now to what waa much more important^ 
than all the considerations of the great question in- 1 
volved in this case; and that was, whether the joint I 
resolution from the House was or was not con- I 
formable to the constitution of the United Siales? I 
It was not his intention to go into an investigation ' 
of the various modes by which territory could be 
acquired under tliis government. It might be ad- 
mitted that you may acquire territory by discovery; 
that you may acquire itW conquest; that you may 
acquire it by cession; and he supposed there were 
very few wno would deny that it may be acquired 
by treaty. In the case now under consideratinn it 
was not proposed by the joint resolution before the 
Senate that Texas should be acquired according to 
what he considered the constitutional mode of pro- 
ceeding — by the treaty-making power, but ahe was 
required by legislative enactment to cede her territo- 
ry, as well as her sovereignty, to the United States. 
The proposition is for Congress to admit her as a 
State. He assumed, therefore, that the present joint 
resolution need not be discussed in reference to the 
mode of acquiring territory, particularly applicable 
to the treaty-making power of the United Slates. 
Now, h« aaked if, when this government was about 
to add a foreign domain to ours, there was any other 
mode of accomplishing that object except by the 
interposition of the treaty-making power, composed 
as that treaty-making power was of the President 
of the Uniteil States, in conjunction with the Senate^ 
It seemed to him unnecessary that he should go 
into the considemtion of the abstract question con- 
nected with the treaty-making power in its relations 
to foreign Slates. That subject had been ably and 
fully discussed as far back as 1816, when the ground 
was taken, and, ha thought, fully maintained, that 
through the treaty-making power alone could for- 
eign territory be acquired, and <mly d)rough the 
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execuiire could our nslatiena with foreign go»ero- 
nents be adjuiited, and especially could our con- 
tracts with ioreign govemmeots be made; that the 
legislative powers and the powers of Congress were 
of a domeatic character, and intended by the con- 
stitution to have a domestic application. But the 
treaty -making power, composed as it is of the Pres- 
ident of the United Stales and the Senate, alone 
was the power to cary on negotiations with foreign 
States — to make contracts with foreign States — and 
such other action as is necessary to maintain the 
foreign relations of the cotmtry. 

He repeated that it was unnecessary for him to 
travel over that ground again. He thought the ar- 
gument was not only unanswerable, but hod never 
been answered — upon which this question was 
placed in the debate of 1816 in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, upon the commercial treaty of that year. 
It was enough for him that this mode of acquiring 
territory by treaty hod been sanctioned by a num- 
ber of precedents which amounted in his opinion to 
the only legitimate construction of the consti- 
tution of the United States upon that important 
subject Louisiana was the very first instance. 
Louisiana was broughl into the Union by treaty — 
by a negotiation started by Mr. Jefferson and 
sanctioned by the Senate of the United States. 
Louisiana was, at the commencement of this gov- 
ernment, in the hands of a foreign power, and con- 
trolled the important points of tlie mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi. There we had all the commerce of our 
western territory. It became, thertfore, a matter of 
indispensable importance — a matter connected with 
the preservation of the Union itself— that gome 
movement should be made for the annexation of 
Louisiana to this coimtrv. It was done. The trea- 
ty of annexation passea the Senate of the United 
States in 1803 by a vote of 24 to 7 — being more than 
two-thirds, whicli is the constitutional majority re- 
quired. 

Florida was the next precedent. That treaty was 
negotiated by Mr. Monroe in 1819, and connrtned 
by the unanimous vote of the Senate of the United 
Slates. AAer Florida was introduced, a question 
arose ' in the courts of justice of that Territory, 
which was brought into the Supreme Court of the 
United States; and there this very question of the 
treaty-making power to annex foreign territory was 
made a point for decision in the case. The question 
was directly met and decided by the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

"The coarse (lald Judge Manball) which the argnment 
liot taken, wiil require tnat, in deciding thU question, the 
court should take into view the relation in which Florida 
stands to the United States. The censtitntion conTers abao- 
lately upon the goTemment the povers of making war sod 
of nuking treetiM; coRseqaently, that goTcnunent poa- 
•asses the power oi Bcquinng territory either bjr conquest 
or by treaty." 

The next instance was in the case of Texas her- 
self. During the last year, neeotiationa were institu- 
ted, into the details of which he would not no w go. 
The object was to introduce Texas into the Union. 
The treaty was sent to the Senate for ratification. It 
was discussed as constitutional; and it was voted for, 
he took it, as constitutional. 

These, then, were the precedents. There had 
been three instances of the negotiation of the gov- 
ernment of tlie United States for the annexation of 
fore»n territory to this Union. The power tp an- 
nex by treaty had been sanctioned by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. More than that, the 
power to annex Louisiana and Florida had been ac- 
quiesced in by the people of the States of this Union 
without murmur, so far as he had ascertained from 
the authorities of that period. Now, was it consti- 
tutional to annex those Territories to the govern- 
ment of the United States by treaty? Mr. Jefferson 
supposed, even while he was negotiating the trtaty, 
that he was doing an act which transcended the pow- 
ers of the constitution; and he had proposed, there- 
fore, before this important movement was made, to 
make an appeal to the people of the United States 
for a grant of power confirming that acL 

The act itself was confirmea by the Senate of the 
- United States, and afterwards confirmed by the peo- 
ple of the United States in the course of a series of 
years, who gave their deliberate acquiescence. Was 
It constitutional, then, to annex Louisiana? to annex 
Florida? Was it constitutional to annex Texas to 
the United States by the treaty which was submit- 
ted to the Senate at its last session? He believed 
there were few, if any, constitutional objections 
made. The general voice of the Senate was in fe- 
vor of the power by treaty. If, then^ it be admitted 
(hat the power to annex foivign temlery by treaty 



do«B appertain to the treatr-making power, it was 
then to be maintained, and he should like to see up- 
on what grotmd it could be done, that the Con- 
gress of Uia United States possesses the concur- 
rent le^statjve power upon this subject — if 
that which it is competent for the treaty-making 
power to accomplish, a majority of a quorum of botn 
Houses of Congress could accomplish? Or, in other 
words, that the treaty-making power which was 
set apart for the purposes appropriated to it by the 
constitution, in reference to our forei^ relations, 
was a concurrent power of a majority of both 
Houses of Congress. It would hardly be contend- 
ed — he imaginea there was no gentleman who was 
friendly to this bill, or who was of opinion that an- 
nexation could take place upon an act of Congress, 
who would dispute the treaty-making power to an- 
nex foreign territa|ry. The argument, ne apprehend- 
ed, would be this: that, as a constitutional ipode 
of proceeding, we do not deiiy that foreign territory 
can be admitted into this Union by the treaty-ma- 
king power. The precedents are certainly m its 
ftivor. It is now too late to dispute it; but there is 
another clause in the constitution which is entirely 
free from all doubt and misconstruction — the clause 
which gives Congress the power to admit new 
States into the tJnion; and under that clause it is 
competent for the Congress of the United States to 
bring the State of Texas within the limits of the 
American Union. 

He proposed now to consider what was the char- 
acter of tliat article, and upon what conditions it 
re«t8. [Mr. Buch&man. That is the true ground.] 
His friend from Pennsylvania said that was the 
question; and to it he proposed to call his particu- 
lar attention. The clause in the constitution upon 
which this whole case rests was that to which he 
now referred — "new States may be admitted by 
Congress into this Union; but no new States shall 
be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of sny 
other Stale; nor shall any junction be made without 
the consent of the legislature of such State as well 
as of the Congress." Now the first circumstance to 
whicli he should call the attention of the Senate was 
to the peculiar position which this clause of the 
constitution occupied in that instrument. You do 
not find it connected with the general powers of 
Congress. You find it thrown into the 3d section 
of the 4th article. 

It was not placed in juxtaposition to the enume- 
rated powers of Congress, but was found in the 
third section of the fourth artiale, separate from the 
enumerated powers of Congress. The first section 
of the article related to the faith due to public acts; 
the second to the enjoyment of equal privileges in 
all the States; and this third se^on had reference to 
the admission of new States; and the next gave to 
Congress the regulation of everything relating to 
public property, and bound it to guaranty to every 
new Slate a republican form of government. All. 
the sections, as it would be seen at a glanee, bod 
reference exclusively to our domestic relations. 

The power of annexing foreign territory is not 
found in the enumerated powers of the constitution. 
The third section of the fourth article, in express 
terms, says: 

"Nev States may l>e admitted by the Congress into this 
Union-, but no new State shall be formed or erected wHhin 
the Jurisdiction of any other State, nor any Slate be formed 
by the JjncUon of two or more States or parts of States, 
without the consent of the legislatiue of the Statsa con- 
cerned, aa weU as of the Congress." 

The whole of the fourth article shows that it ap- 
plies to the domestic relations and limits of the con- 
federation then provided for. The first section says: 
1. Full fahh and credit shall be given In each State to 
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the public acts, records, and Judicial proceedings of every 
other State. And the Congress mar, fay general laws. pro. 
scribe the manner in which such ikcts, records, and pro- 



ceedings, shall be proved, and the efiect thereof.** 

"3. A person charged in any State with treason, felony, 
or othercrima. wlio shall flee Iromjuitioe, and t)e found In 
another State, shall, on demand of the executive authority 
of the State from which he fled, be delirercd np, to be re- 
moved to the State having Jarisdiction of the crime." 

"8. No person held to service or labor in one State under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- 
quence of any law or rvguiation therein, be discharged from 
such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of 
the party to whom such service or labor may be due." 

Then comes the third section, the first clause of 
which, in relation to the admission of new States, has 
been above quoted. The second clause is — 

"The C^ngreas shall have power to dispose of, and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property belonging the United States; and nothing In 
this cODSUtution shall be so construed as to prejudice any 
elaima of tb* United States or of any psrticulsr State." 

The fourth fwction ja— 



"1. The United States shall gvarsnty to every SWe is tk< 
Union a republican form of goremment, and shall pntir 
each of them against invaf ion; end on application of tbtlf 
gialatnre, or of the exeoutiva when the legislatun: cui:'. 
be convened, against domeatic violeAce." 

Now, there is nothing in any section of this iit- 
de of the constitution, that does not apply ark- 
sively to our domestic relations. And yet, of all lb 
articles in the eenslitution, and of all the enomenied 
powers of that instniment, it is only upon the Aiii 
section of this fourth article, that reliance is pitrrj 
for the authority of Congress to annex a foreign l^^ 
ritory to this Union. It declares that new Sum 
may be admitted by Congress into this Union. But 
he should be allowed to call the attention oftlieSeii- 
ata to th« condition of the United States at the tint 
this ooDstitution was adopted. The ordiixnee of 
1787 had passed, authorizing the addilios of in 
more State*. That ordinance constituted, virtmtly. 
a compact widt the people of the West Bendt! 
these, there were left fractions of territory eTteniict 
from their boiudary lines, not included in tlieir lim- 
its; but there was not one of these fractioin of icm- 
tory that did not belong to a*. There were Suie 
that had not entered into the Union. Rhode Ishid 
was one. Vermont was knocking at the door. Nn 
York, considering her within her own territory, vt- 
presenting some difficulties which had first to be rt. 
moved; and some obstacles, for a time, witlih#i 
New Hampshire, which was advancing claims to i 
portion of her territory. For the express porpoii 
of removing the difiiculty in relation to VennonLi 
modification of the third section of the founli smn* 
of the convention, as originally drawn up intheoc' 
veation, was made. 

Mr. Govemeur Morris had introduced the term. 
which section was, that "no new State shall be foir- 
ed or erected within the limits of any other Suu. 
4c." But on subsequent motion, the word lis* 
was left out, and the word jurtwiictioii subatiiiiud 
It was supposed — Mr. Madisun says, in hia repott) 
of the proceedings in convention — that the wori 
ttmUt was inappropriate to the object in riev; k- 
cause Vermont, being within the limits of Nn 
York, ddou not, with that restriction, come into ib 
Union. Besides, there were then spcculatioiuafw 
as to the probable admission of Kentucky also, w 
Vilginia had passed a law authorising her to fbmi 
constitution for herself with that view. He caw 
now to the proposition that this clause wu so vat 
plain as to leave tia doubt about the power of Cod- 
gtess, without a resort to the trraty-mabing ponr. 
to admit Texas. The friends of the joint re8olBii.-a 
insisted that it was literally in conformity with iV 
words of the constitution, and asked whethnhs 
State rights friends would lake this positioa' WcuH 
they maintain that this clause was so exceedinely 
plain that it must be interpreted aa throwing oM 
the doors of this Union to all the world. He msin- 
tained that the fisderal constitution was iauM u 
uiply to the then existing people of the Cniid 
States and to their posterity; that the preamblfie 
the constitution expressly declared it; andifili» 
were admitted, could gentlemen succeed in gictii|i> 
an extra-territorial operation? He called for tbf 
evidence of their power. He held that die diim 
could rightfully have no other than a domraliop- 
plication — it was intended to operate inlrolmilnw" 
only. Had the word "Stales" meant othfrrise, 
would not the woid "foreign" have been n«<lei» 
precede it? Nor was this his opinion ilone: it vai 
the opinion of him who, by general con««i. »«j 
received the title of "the Apostle of DemooMy 
This opinion was explicitly avowed by him jn 'i' 
letter to Mr. Lincohi.his Attorney General, ofW" 
August, 1803, sunesting amendments to th'ai>- 
stitution. He said: 

"Louisiana, as ceded by France to the United Ststrt • 
mad€ a jKtrt of Mr Unilfi Stata. Ita while inhsbitsBU ftoi 
be citizens, and stand, as to their rights and o'li!;"*''" 
the same footing with other citizens of the UaitM SW""" 
analogous situations. . , 

"Florida, also, whensoever it may be rightfully ob!u»- 
shaU became apart of the United Slates: its wkitf nto™, 
anta shall thereupon b« citizens, and shall stsad, •'>°''|J' 
rights and obligations, on the same footing with cuci u^ 
zens of the United Slates in analogous situatioiit. -*J<i 
Car. 1,3. i„_i,. 

"I qoute this (he adds) for your consideralioa. •WjJ"?? 
that the leas that is said about the conAitntioaai Aari>q 
the better; and that it will be desirable for Coojw" » " 
what is necessary in stlence.^—ih. 

Mr. Jefferson's idea was that Louisiana shouU fc* 
"made a part" of the United States. Hs did no! 

gropose any general grant of power to admi' <o^'^ 
tales. All he asked was a mere affinnatwn ty 
the people of the act admitting Louisisna <"*'"'' 
Union. 
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Qendemen contended that hen wu a plain clause 
In the conitication, the yery letter of which lanction- 
td the naotution rrom the House of Representatives; 
l>ut he said that they must either show a clause ex- 
nOBsly authorizing the admission of foreign States, 
yt naort to the very broadest and most latitudinous 
sonstraction. - Let eentlemen look, again, at Mr. 
FefiimoD'a letter to Mr. Nicholas in 1803: 

"WbencTW CoiWTeM ihaU think it ncceuu; to do, 
ihould be done wlffi M little delwte u po<rible, ana partio- 
ilwijr w br u respaeta the conaUtiMioa*! difloulty." 

Mr. Nicholas thought it eonstitotional to admit 
Louisiana under the clause now relied on, and he 
note to Mr. Jeflfknon stating and defending that 
MNDtion, and insiating that the territory could be ad- 
nitted by a law of Congress, by virtue of the clause 
riving authority to admit new Stales. But how did 
Ur. Jefierson meet this endeavor to remove hia con- 
iiitutional scruples^ 

"I am awwn of thtftnt of the obierrationi you make on 
ht fowtr fivtn by the cvmsUlviion te Coif uebu to admit new 
(tatas into the Union without restraining the subject to the 
erritofy ^en conatitnting the United Statei. But, when 1 
loniidar that the liinila of tlie United Statei are preoiieljr 
ixed by the tieaty of t78S— that the oonitilotion ex- 
irestly deeluea itaelf to be made /or the United Statea— 

cannot help beLieving the intention waj not to pennit 
*onantaa to admit into ue Union new Statef wliich should 
lot he formod oat of the territory lor which, and nnder 
rboie anthocity alone, they were then acting. I do not lie- 
iere it waa meant that that they might receive England, 
reland, Holland. Ice., into it, which would be tin caae on 
roar con^notlon. 

"When aa tactrument admlta of two oonatmctiona, the one 
afe, the other dangerous, the one precise, the other indefl. 
lite, I prefer that which la safe and precise. I lud rather 
«k an enlargement of power from the nation — [Mr. Jef- 
fnon did not propoae to give a gentral power in his 
raendmenta] — ^wnere it is found necessary, tlxan to assana 
t by a construction which would mabf. oca fowrbs bouno- 
^ta. Our peculiar seeunty is in the possession of a writ, 
•n eonatitution. Let ut not make It blank paper by con- 
InKHm." 

Here Mr. Jefferson expressly declared that such 
I construction as was now advocated (and to this 
Ifr. M. would call the particular attention of the 
;entleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. Bochanak,) 
'would make the powers of Congress boundless." 
How? — how would it make the power of Congress 
lonndleaa, when this clause, as the gentleman con- 
ended, gave the power to Congress in express 
srms, without the applicatijn of any construc- 
ion at all? If Mr. Jefferson thought it so 
lear and so obvious, how would such a con- 
truetion as warranted the reception of Lou- 
riana make the power of Congress boundless? 
^o; it was not thus dear hia to vision; he 
hougfat that foreign territory could oome in un- 
ler thia clause only by so very wide and loose a 
onatmction aa went to make the powers of Con- 
mat abaolutely boundless. And why sa' Because 
he eomtitntion was made for the people and for the 
erritory of the United Stalea alone; because he 
bought that it never intended to provide for the ad- 
niaaioii of a people of difiereiit origin, different asso- 
iationa, dtferent blood, cUfferent habits, principles, 
Jid forma of government. If Congress could do 
his, Mr. Jefferson held that it could do anything. 

*'I confess, then, (he continues,) 1 think it important in 
aa preaent ease to set an example against brwii cojistnic- 
en, by appealing for new power to the people. If, how- 
rer, ourfnends snail think diflsrentlj, certainly I sliallac- 
nlesce with satisfaction; confiding that the good sense of 
or conntrr will correct the evil of construction when it 
liaU produce ill elTecU."— 4 J^. Cirr. S, S. 

He considered the effect of such a construction to 
e to make the constitution mere blank paper. He 
ras every few lines reverting to the topic of con- 
truction — "still harping on my daughter." But, if 
he gentleman from Pennsylvania was rvht, there 
ras nothing in the dauae to construe. Tne consti- 
ution said that Congress might admit new States 
Dto the Union; Texas was a new State; ergo, Con- 
:re8a might admit Texaa into the tJirion. It vras a 
imple syIIog:ism. But not so thought the great 
'Coryphaeus" of the democracy (to use an appella- 
ion which he himself was fond to use) who led the 
lemociatic party to victory in 1801. He held that 
hia, inateaa of being a plain syllogism, which none 
uuld doubt or deny, was a construction — a broad 
instruction — a dangeroua construction — such a 
instruction as would make the powers of Congress 
'boundleas." 

In those days, when "the democracy" had so 
lignally triumphed, he really did not know whether 
le had any right to claim to be of that achool;abut 
le hiad always himself supposed that he had been 
iducatad in the Jefferson school; certainly he was 
>ppoaed to a latitudinoiis construction of the consti- 
«Uon. He had always been in the habit of allow- 



ing great force to the opinions of Mr. Jefferson. 
True, Mr. Jefferson ■was not a member of the con- 
vention of 1787, (nor was Mr. Nicholas;) he was 
then minister to France; but he took the liveliest in- 
terest in the whole procedure in the formation of the 
constitution. This clause in the constitution for the 
admission of new States was familiar to him as it is 
now to us; it was doubtless perfectly understood by 
him, for he had the deserved character of being an 
orthodox and able expounder of the instrument. 
Besides, he had Mr. Madison at his side in the cab- 
inet. And of there was anything which evinced his 
profound conviction that this clatise did not cover 
the admission of Louisiana, it waa his very signifi- 
cant request that the matter might be got through 
with aa silently as possible. He thought that the 
vast importance of the acquisition warranted a tem- 
porary stretching of the constitution; but this consti- 
tutional sin must have on act of amnesty passed by 
the people to cover it over 

Extract ^/'« UUtrfrtm Mr. Jtfftrton to Mr. BrtckairUit. 

"MomTlctLto, Aug. 12, 1808. 
"The constitution has made no provision for ovr holding 
fortign territory, ttill lot for ineerjierating foreijn nation* 
into our Union. Tile executive, in seizing the fugitive oc- 
currence which so much advances the good of the countrv, 
batt donf an act hMjond the ctnutitvtion. Xhe legislature, In 
casting behind them metaphysical subtleties and risking 
themselves like taithfui servants, must ratify and pay for it 
and throw themselves on their country ior doing for them 
uoauthoriied what we know they would have done for 
themselves bad they been in a situation to do iW—Jefftr- 
son's fVj-itinft, vol. S, p. 913-13. 

Let gentlemen pursue their doctrine to its conse- 
quences. If Congress could annex Texas, it could 
annex any other foreign territory. They were 
venturing on dangerous ground, and it trembled be- 
neath their feet. If Texas, why not Cuba, if she 
came demanding admission with the assent of the 
Spanish (JovemmenL' 

[Mr. BucnAVAN. I wish she would.] 
The gentleman said he wished she would. Yes, 
and while annexing Texas and admitting Cuba by 
wiy of strengthening the interests of slavery, what 
were gentlemen doing in another direction? There 
way &. Domingo not far off. If we annexed Texas 
and Cuba, and thus set precedent after precedent till 
practice had become a part of the constitution^y 
and by Hayti would be applying in her turn. The 
South would be very indignant, and would oppose 
die admission; but would it be constitutional to ad- 
mit her? To admit her by law? Congress may ad- 
mit new States; Hayti is a new State; ergo Con- 
gress may admit Hayti. How did this syllogism 
diflSer with the other? If foreign States could be ad- 
mitted by treaty only, then to admit St. Domingo 
would require a vote of two-thirds of the Senate; but 
if it could be done by law alone, then a fanatical ma- 
jority might, at any time they chanced to get even 
a temporary ascenaency, admit Hayti — and she waa 
in — and how would they get her out' Then there 
was another foreign colony — the colony of Liberia. 
This was formed out of emancipated slaves of the 
United States and their offspring. A similar appli- 
cation might come next from Liberia, and how was 
the South to prevent it? This would introduce into 
the Senate men of a different color and of a different 
race; but what then? Would it not be constitution- 
al? Would northern gentlemen hear of rejecting 
people merely on account of color? If we could ad- 
mit white foreigners, could we not admits black foi^ 
eigners? But perhaps the doctrine of strict con- 
struction would awake fh>m its slumbers; and 
though two applisants were equally foreign and 
eqiually independent, yet a strict construction would 
be applied to one while the widest and broadest 
construction was applied to the other. 

He might be told that these were extreme cases. 
So they were; and he should not have introduced 
them but for the sake of illustration; and they did 
illustrate the principle contended for, and showed 
plainly the extremity of the proposition contained 
in Uie resolution from the House. If Cuba and 
Hayti and Liberia were received, we might soon 
have an application from China. We had had 
lately a brilliant mission to China, and had become 
acquainted with many things before unknown 
touching the Celestial Empire — the land of flow- 
ers; very possibly we might become capti- 
vated by the beauty of their long tails and 
slanting eyes, and wish to have among us their 
ladies with little feet, (turning to Mr. Bu- 
CHANAM.) [A latigh.] The annexation of an em- 
pire BO large as China would, perhaps, g(> pretty 
far toward gratifying our appetite for acquisition of 
foreign territory. We might then fo south on our 
own continent — annex Mexico, (this waa already 



threatened,) and annex Bt^ota, and Bolivia, and 
Peru, and Chili, till at length we took in Patagonia. 
We were told by geographers that the people of ' 
Patagonia were cannibals, or, in otlii r words, man- 
eaters. Very well; if they were, it might probably 
exert a conservative influence on the public coun- 
cils; and the annunciation from the Chair of "the 
senator from Patagonia," might well cause gentle- 
men <o he extremely orderly. [A laugh.] China — 
only think of it ! — the tt2<tina ikule of the East ! 
What a temptation ! to have her in this Union '. 
what a privilege I The glorious privilege of our 
constituuon, that we could take in tne world ! Mr. 
Jeflerson said the power would be boundless; so it 
would; it was a glorious, unlimited, illimitable 
power to diffuse the blessing of our own free gov- 
ernment over the habitable globe. 

But, no; if the men of ihegood old thirteen — God 
bless them ! — had dreamed that anything like this 
waa to be the consequence of their act in forming a 
constitution, and that timid such a mob of added 
nations, their little States were to be reduced to the 
comparative size of a nuuhell, they might well 
have trembled as they signed. 

There was another argument which applied to 
this subject. At the ume the constitution was 
formed there were those who believed that the thir- 
teen original States were quite too large fora general 
system of government; and so strenuously had the 
ODJection been urged that Mr. Madison deemed it 
necessary to devote an entire number of the Feder- 
alist to Its refutation. He denied the position; and 
■u<^ were his views: 

"As the natural limit of a democracy is that distaore 
from the central point which will just permit the most re- 
mote citizens to assemble as often as their public functions 
demand, and will include no greater number than ciin Join 
in those fanctions*, so the natural limit of a republic is that 
distance from the eentre which will barely allow the repre- 
sentatives of the people to meet so often as may be necessary' 
for the administration of public alTairs." 

He then went on to estimate the erea of the United 
States, and argued to show that a Congress to gov- 
ern it was as practicable a thing as a Diet in 6sr- 
many, the assembly of Notables in France, or aa 
the Parliament in England. He then proceeds: 

"A second observation to be made is, that the immediate 
object of the federal constitution is to iccurc the Union ol 
the thirteen primitive States, which we know to be practi- 
cable; and to add to them such other States as may arise in 
their own bosoms, or in their neighborhoods, which we 
cannot doubt to be equally practicable. The arrangement 
that may be necessary lor those angles and frsotionx of our 
territory which lie on our northwestern frontier, most be 
leit to those whom further discoveries and experience will 
render more equal to the task." 

"In their neighborhoods." Yes; and it had been 
said that because Texas was in our "neighborhood" 
we might admit her by a l>are majority, tientlr- 
men contended that Mr. Madison, by thisexpression, 
intended to designate such neighbors as Louisiana, 
Canada, Mexico, and Texas. This Mr. M. thought 
could hardly be his mettning, because in the very 
next sentence he talked about "angles" and "free- 
tions" of territory. He then wished to find an ar- 
gument to prove that the clause about tlie admission 
of new States looked to States formed within our 
own national limits, and had reference only to our 
own domestic institutions, this language of Mr. 
Madison would furnish one. He knew there were 
new States then about to arise in the West; we had 
fire Territories, besides other corners^and fractions of 
Territory, and to these he doubtless referred. 

There was another view, into which, however, he 
had not now time to enter at large. It was argued 
that we must admit Texas in onler to keep up an 
equilibrium among the States. But the whole con- 
federacy was of voluntary consent. Eleven States 
had rnlified it: North Carolina and Rhode Island 
still held out. They afterwards came in, not by 
process of law, but by simply accepting and ratify- 
ing the constitution. The only law in the case was 
the law extending the laws and jurisdiction of the 
United States over them. When the refusing States 
had all come in, the union of the thirteen States was 
completed by unanimous consent. Louisiana and 
Florida were ailerwards introduced by the treaty- 
making power. They assented to the terms of 
union, not thereby supposing that foreign States 
were to be introduced to come in and disturb the 
etiuilibrium of the confederacy. Mr. M. did not 
call it "a partnership" — he preferred to denominate 
it an association of sovereign Stales. The new 
Slates came into it in view of the existing balance 
of power. If that balance was to be utterly over- 
thrown by bringing in Texas and all Soutli Ameri- 
ca, and then all the rest of the globe — for the princi> 
pie was one and the same— great difficulty might at- 
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tand the qu«Btion (s to what poailion the original 
States would occupy. For hiniaelf he was fallv 
■atiMSed with the territory we already possessed. 
In the name of common sense, had not gentlemen 

got enoush? CooM any gentleman tell him— would 
is fiiend, the chairman of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, [Mr. Woosbmdoe,] — how many mil- 
lionaof acre* of public lands the United States now 
had within their bounds? It had been already 
threatened that, after we added Texas, Mexico 
would come next. And so we were to adrance till, 
at bat, the astonished world was to behold "an 
ocean-bound republic!" When that result should 
have been realized, (and certain gentlemen seemed 
to think it not very far ahead,) our government 
would not be the same government formed by our 
aneestots. Was it not better to "let very w^ 
alone?" We had heard of "extending the bounda- 
ries of freedom." Such was not the policy of our 
revolutionary Athers. Their Object, so far as the 
action of thu upon other governments was concern- 
ed, had been, instead of swallowing np surrounding 
States, that it should act on them by the force of ex- 
ample, and thus teach them to be free and happy. 
Mr. M. was satisfied with the government we nad. 
Why alter it' Even if it were constitntiona], why 
fill the community with heart-burnings? If our glo- 
rious ezperimenthad realized our expectations, why 
attempt to make it better^ Was not the experience 
we already had sufficient to guide us? Let us look 
back upon our past history. 

Gk> back with me, sir, to that time when, in the 
midst of everything dark and discouraging, the fiee- 
dom which we now enjoy was bom amidst the fierce 
Mrifi) of unequal arras. Pursue its trials to thU 
other period, almost as gloomy, when our constito- 
tion itself was brought forth among the throes of 
fiwt-approaching civil strife and confusion. From 
these tunes of agonizing hopes and fean pass to that 
subsequent career of a national success and happi- 
ness the most rapid and noble that were ever yet 
seen to arise under the influence of the forms of any 
human government, and let us inquire whether 
time can be any better guide for the future than the 
past, and whether true wisdom and patriotism do 
not consist in avoiding new systems of doubtful pol- 
icy, new theories of propagating our institutions, 
and new versions of the constitution? 

When the federal convention met at Philadelphia 
in 1787, to remodel the form of government then ex- 
isting, It was composed of delegates from Ibe origin 
nal thirteen States. Destitute of resources, with a 
limited commerce, enfeebled and almost extinguish- 
ed by the vrar, thejr numbered a population of no 
more than three millions and a half of souls. Un- 
der the auspices of a sound government, wisely ad- 
ministered, what a transformation was exhibited in 
the lapse of a few years ! The nations of die earth 
locktd with wonder on the unexampled progress of 
our institutions. Nursed in the lap of the mafnifi- 
oent and boundless wilderness of the New World, a 
frs* and mighty nation had as suddenly sprung up 
a* if the voice of Omnipotence had spoken it into 
existence. Tirenscending immeasurably all the rules 
by which the progress of nations is estimated, ex- 
OMding the anticipations of the most san^ina friends 
of free government everywhere, it might almokt 
be said that there was scarce a moment of time 
between the infancy and maturity of our repub- 
lic We read in the fiibulous history of antiquity 
that the dai^ter of Jupiter sprung, full-grown, 
from the brain of her ancestor. Scarcely less extra- 
ordinary were the birth and maturity of the United 
States. No sooner was the constitution formed, 
and with her first breath of national existence, 
the goddess of American liberty (if I may be par- 
donM the figure) threw herself at one bound into the 
arena of the nations, with all her gigantic energies 
strung for the race of national greatness and glory. 
Bom free — free as the breezes that play on the sum- 
mits of her native mountains — -yet freedom was not 
her only title to the respect and admiration of man- 
kind. She was brave and strong as well as fVee. 
In the day| of htr beautiful and smiling infancy, she 
seized, with the grasp of Hercules, the throat of 
the serpent that had entered her cradle to devour 
her, and dashed the stranded monster indignantly 
from her. But she was wise as well as strong. 
She received her lessons of political wisdom and of 
national policy from sages and from statesmen than 
whom the annals of the world furnish no brighter 
nor more illustrieus examples. One of those les- 
sons—early inculcated, deeply and strongly im- 
pressed — ^waa to revere the constitution^ to preserve 
Its hutdmarks unimpaired; to guard it with more 



than vestal vigilance from violence or perversion; 
and, especially, thM those "who asaiatnisled with 
the administration of the government should con- 
fine themselves within their respective constitution- 
al spheres, avoiding, in the exercise of the powers 
of one department, to encroach upon another." 
Another was, "to observe justice and good fiiith 
toward all nations, and to cultivate peace and hai^ 
mony with all." And a third was intended to ^lard 
us against the dan^r "of characterizing parties by 
geographical discriminations — northern and south- 
em — atlantic and southern — whence designing men 
ma^ endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real 
difference of local interests and views." 

If, by the observance of the maxims which these 
lessons inculcate, we have attained our preaent en- 
viable and commanding position among the nations 
of the earth, may it not be hoped that a persever- 
ance in the some policy may be attended by the 
same results? 

But there was still another and no less impres- 
sive lesson. It was to take care of the Union. 

"To chariih a cordial, htbttnsl, and ininiovable attach- 
meat to It; toKcuitoD oaiwlvM to think and ipesli of it 
ai the palliulium of our poUtieal nfety and proiperitj; to 
watch jt« preierration Wl& Jealoui anxiety; to discovnte. 
nance whatever vmj lu^est even a lujpicioa that it can, 
in any event, be abandoned; and to frown on the fiiat d^wn* 
ins ofevecT- attempt to alienate any portion of our country 
from the net, aad enfeeble the MCied ties that now link to- 
gether the vwioui paiti." 

Sir, (said Mr. M.,) these admonitions of the ven- 
erated Father of his Country, I lament to have to 
to say, are not entirely inapplicable to the discussion 
of the great question now before the Senate. I fear 
that events are rapidly tending to make parties take 
the character of geographical distinctions. I deeply 
apprehend that the violence of the conflict of opinion 
and of interest, to which the agitation of this ques- 
tion may give rise, may "alienate portions of our 
country from the rest^ and enfeeble tlie ties that bind 
the people of this Union together." I will not say— 
I scarcely dare say — in this distinguished assembly 
of representatives of sovereign States, that the Union 
itself tptU be endangered. I would rather say, in the 
spirit of a generous patriotism, "Proad, frtevl, t$U 
prqfyni." 

The Union, Mr. President, the Union! Who does 
not know how much is wrapped up in the compre- 
hensive import of that single term? It comprises all 
that is dear to us in the memory of our ancestors; 
all that is illustrious in the history of their deeds; 
all our hopes, and all our interests, and all our praa- 
pects, ana the hopes and the interests of generations 
to come. Higher obligations are imposed on us to 
preserve it than ever before devolved on any people 
under the sun. Onus — onus — on the Senate of the 
United States, the peculiar representatives of the 
States of the Union, devolves the heavieat of all 
responsibility. I say nothing of the benefits we 
have alreadjr derived from it; I say nothing of the 
bleasings still in store for us; but the consequences— 
the consequences! Who can look forward to the 
consequences of separation and disunion, lUiawed 
by the thought? Now, while I address you, we 
are one people; free, happy, prosperous, and inde- 
pendent. Now, while 1 aadress you, a common liga- 
ment binds us together; a constitution which Uirows 
its broad and ample arma around six and twenty 
confederate sister republics, and encloses them ail 
together in one fond, parental embrace. Now, 
while I address you, we nave it fully in our power 
to consummate the objects of that sublime errand of 
humanity and freedom on which, we have hoped, 
the people of the United States have been sent. But 
when that awful event to which I have referred shall 
come, (which may God in his infinite mercy avert) — 
after that agonizing dislocation of the members of 
this confederacy which no human power can re- 
store — afler the overshadowing of the brightest 
prospects that ever beamed upon a people associated 
for political ends, — what, I oak you, what is to be- 
fall us? Here is our country, with its twenty mil- 
lions of people, with its free constitution, teeming 
with the blessings of liberty and law. There — 
there, if the evert 1 have alluded to should happen — 
there lotU he our country, shorn of its constitution — 
shattered into fragments — berefl of its atrength — its 
peace destroyed — its fields depopulated and drench- 
ed, it may be, with fraternal blood. "Look on this 
picture and on this;" and let the American patriot 
contemplate it if he can. I turn with pleasure from 
so gloomy a picture of the possible future condition 
of my country. It ia my fortune to cherish higher 
and better hopes. The maintenance of the national 
independence is a cause common and dear to the 



heart of erery descendant fnnn the blood at the rev- 
olution. To the people of these Slates, and to tlik 
illustrious body in the last resort, as the great con- 
stitutional safeguard of the Union, are confided the 
high trust, never before so fully and luuMwrvedly 
committed to men, of preserving the liberties of the 
human race. Here in this hall the last battle is to 
be fought. On this continent of Anglo-Saxon 
America the last experiment is to be tested of the 
capacity *f man to goven hiraaeif. The free States 
of antiquity live omy in the records of human evenls. 
The descendants of Eparainondas, of Miltiades, of 
Leonidas, 

"Wield the ilavidi sickto, not the nroid." 
Rome, afUr corrupting the parity of her primitive 
institutions, became ambitious, next omnipotent, 
then luxurious, and at last perished under the 
weight of her provincial acquisitions. 

"Scriorsrviif, 
Lnmnla ineubnit, vletmnqne alciiitur oibem." 

Sir, (said Mr. M.) if it be true that hiatory is philo- 
sophy teaching by example, the people of the United 
States will vindicate their wisdom by reading arieht 
the lessons to be derived from the fate of i3l othw 
republics. For myself, I have full confidence that 
they will. I am one of those who think that the 
federal constitution is still strons in the affections of 
the people who made it. But! do not believe thai 
by tne ties of interest alone it can be cemented and 
held tof^ther. No; but by the strength of fiu- higher 
and holier ties — by those of a common ancestry and 
a kindred blood; oy the inspiring reminiscences of 
heroic sacrifices in the one great cause of freed<»n 
and independence; by enlargM considerations of na- 
tional policy, as distmguishra from the policy of par- 
ticular States; by a magnanimous forbraranoe of im- 
puted wrongs; by a generous spirit of mutual caa- 
cession and compromise; by an elevated patriotism, 
which regards tiw good of the greater number; and, 
lastly, and above all, by an unahaken derotion to 
the constitution. 

Theae are the enduring bonds of the Anoerican 
Union, and they alone can preserve iL 

Mr. BUCHANAN obtained the floor, and oa his 
motion — 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
THiniinAr, February 13, 1645. 

The journal tiaving been read, 

IOWA AND FLORIDA. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS submitted a reaolmioa 
that all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
bill providing for the admission of Florida and Iowa 
into the Union be suspended in two hours after the 
same shall have been taken up in Committee of the 
Whole. Mr. D. called for the previous question on 
this resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay it on the table, and 
called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

[A message was received from the Senate atating 
that they had concurred in the joint resolution for 
the appointment of a joint committee to wait on 
Jamea K. Polk, the President elect, and George M. 
Dallas, the Vice President elect, and inform them of 
their election to serve for four years ailer the 4th of 
Miuch next^and that the Senate had appointed the 
Hon. R. J. Walker, of Mississippi, the eoromittee 
on their part The Spbakbr then appointed the 
Hon. EoMUNP BcKEE, of New Hampshire, and the 
Hon. Linn Botd, of Kentucky, the committee on 
the part of the House.] 

Mr. G. W. JONE^ moved a caU of the House: 
rejected. 

The question was then taken, «nd decided in the 
affirmative — yeas 50; naya 94. 

The previoua question was then seconded by die 
House, and under the operation the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HAMMBTT deaired to preaent a memorial 
from Vicksbuix for the reduction of postage, in or- 
der that it might be referred to the Coounitlee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

[Cries of "preaent it under the rule."] 

The SPEAKER said it could only beteoetred by 
general consent. 

Objections were made; and therefore itwaa not rt- 
ceivod. 

M^ HENLEY obtained permission to prearr.1 
some reports from the CommiUee on Patents^ and 
they were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

ADMISSION OF FLORIDA AND IQ-Wa. 

On the motion of Mr. PErTlT, the Houae n- 
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Kdnd itaetfinto Committee of the Whole on the 
ilat* of the Union, (Mr. J. W. Datii in the chair,) 
ind raawned the comideration of the bQI for the ad- 
nimon of Florida and Iowa into the Union. The 
lending amendment was that offered by the gentle- 
nan from Maine, [Mr. Mohb,] as followa: 

"PmUti, hnntr. That lo br at relatet to Flerida tbli 
let thall not take elToet tmtil after a convention of Me- 
[•<<•, elected by the qnalUed roten of Florida, atiall hare 
o eUeied the ooaititntion adopted by the eonrention of 
lelentei on the llth January, 18*9, u to utrike from arti- 
cle iRh in nid conititntion the fint and third lectioni, in 
he foUoning worda, namely: 'See. let The general aeaem- 
ily thall have «• power to patt lawt for the emaaeipation 
« ilarei.' 'See. So. The genenl titembly thall have pow- 
r to pett lawt to prevent Tree negroet. mulattoes, or other 
«nont ofeolorlnrm immigrating to tUt State, or flrom bo- 
ng diMhaiged flrom on bond any veteel in any of the porta 
irnoridt.' And nothliw contained in the tame, in tub- 
taace or principle, ihallbe interted in place thereof, or in 
ny other paitt of taid conatitution. At toon at the altera- 
iont herein required thall have been made, and proof there- 
f laid before the Preeldent of the United Statee, he thall an- 
loiinee the tame by proolamaiioa, and therevpon, aad with 
int any farther proceedingt on the part of Congrett, the ad- 
linion of taid State of Florida into the Union at one of the 
faited Maiea of America riiall be conildered at complete." 

Mr. BAYLY, after a few introductory remarlcs, 
laked what was the proposition before the commit- 
eCj and whence did it comei There was in the 14th 
jHcle of the conatitution of Florida a provision 
which he read) which took from the general as- 
embly of Florida the power to pass laws for the 
mancipation of slaves, and prohibited the immigra- 
ion of free blacks. Now he had always understood 
hat it was universally admitted in this country — by 
he republican party at least — that the people of 
ivsry Slate had the right to form their own govem- 
nent, and to model their own constitution so as 
o suit their own interests and views, without the 
he interference or dictation of any person what- 
nrer. But here came a proposition from Iheex- 
reme northers portion of this Union to remodel 
he form of government which the people of Florida 
nd adopted for themaelves — a proposition which, 
>n its very &ce, assumed that the people of Florida 
rare not able to judge what form of constitution 
ras best adapted for them. No; but they must be 
adebted for its provision* to the wisdom of the 
entleman from Maine. Yes, a gentleman, too, 
rho was not very remarkable for his statesmanship. 
L gentleman from the extreme northeastern part of 
uine undertook to say — 

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and called the gentle- 
nan from Virginia to order. 

The CHAIRMAN desired the gentleman from 
tf asa a c h usetts to state hia point of order. 

Mr. ADAMS said he oojected to the reflection 
rhich the gentleman from Virginia had made on the 
lendeman from Maine; that remark was entirely 
'Ut of order, and he called upon the Chair to keep 
itderin that respect; it was the duty of the Chair to 
loso. 

Mr. WELLER conceived that if was not out of 
'fder to say that • man waa not diatingaished for 
lis statesmanahip. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would not tise such lan- 
INge to the gentleman from Ohio; and he apprehend- 
<> that cenUeman would deem it an insult, if it 
rare apMied to himself. 

Mr. WELUBR said he doubted if theexpres' 
■on would not asply to many gentlemen on that 
"^—*o the gentleman from Auaaaehusetls even. 

The CHAIRMAN made some remark, which 
ra* imdetMood to be an intimation to the gentleman 
">m Vimnia, that his remark was not in ortler. 

Mr. BAYLY said he was not in the habit of be- 
"e discourteous. It did not suit his taste or his 
^nae of duty; and when he spoke of the sendeman 
'°m Maine not being diatingtiished for his atates> 
"■nahip, be waa prompted to do it by the arro- 
l^oee which led a representative from one extreme 
'"'"on of the Union to undertake to dictate to the 
"^ople of the other the form or aystem of govern- 
nent which they should adopt. But he waa sur- 
wH^ that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
'"oald object to the use of such language; for no 
oetnber on that floor more freelv indulged in the 
"* °J epithets and unapaiing denunciation. He 
'"nld not, however, be diverted from hia argu- 
Dent. 

?*>^ then, was an unUuahing attempt made by 
J^tiaen of Maine, who had, probablj, never set 
"■foot on the soil of Florida, or which he under- 
wit to dictate to the people of Florida what should 
proposition which 



* their form of govemment- 
X said again waa a bold assi 

' put of the gmtleman oom Maine, which 



* "aid again was a bold assumption of superiority 

"l toe Hart of ttto a»ntljiiniin tmm Main* wlii<>h 



was, to say the least, neither more nor less than un- 
quaiifled arrogance. 

Bat let them look at the provisioM of tibe eonsti^ 
ttttionofFloridy, and see wnat they were; and let 
him inquire what it Was that had produced a neces- 
sity for their appearance in that constitution. The 
first provision said that the legialature of Florida j^ 
should have no power to emancipate the slaves in J 
^hat State. Did it do what the gentleman from 
JMaine seemed to suppose it did— put it out of the 
power of the people of Florida to emancipate their 
slaves, if it suited their views^ No such thing. They 
knew that the people of every State had the right to 
change their constitution whenever theypleasM; and 
they alao knew that every State of the Union, with- 
out a aolilary exception, had exercised that right; 
and BO, whenever the people of Florida desired to 
change their constitution, it would be competent for 
them to do so; and the effect of this provision in the 
constitution of Florida would only have the ef- 
fect of providing that a temporary body, 
annually chosen, should not have the pow- 
er of remodeling the social institutions ana the 
moat important institutions of that State. It did no 
more than make provision for the prevention of hasty 
Jegialation of the moat vital character. Similar pro- 
visions had been made in the constitutions of other 
Vtates; and some had even provided by an amend- 
ment of their constitution against legislation for con- 
tracting debts, withoutgoing through the solemn form 
of an appeal to the people, such as was required for an 
amendment of their constitutions. But when Flori- 
da came here asking for admiasioninto the Union, 
with a provision in her constitution which provided 
that a mere temporary legislature should not have 
power to uproot her whole aystem, the gentleman 
from Maine objected. The constitution of Florida, 
like other Statea, might be changed whenever the 
people of Florida desired it; and this provision to 
which the gentleman from Maine objected, did no- 
thing more than say that it should not be done with- 
out uie submission of the solemn question to the 
people, of an amendment of the constitution. That 
waa ita effect. And now look at the other, which it 
was proposed to strike out. It proposed to prevents ' i 
the immigration of free negroes; and he maintained^ 
that the people of Florida had a right to judge of 
that queation for themselves, though he was of opin- 
ion that the proviaion was unnecessary, for reasons 
Jkhinh he stated. He said the power of preventing 
'^the immigration of free negroes had been exercised 
in sevaralStates,' slave as well as free. Amongst the 
free ,^ States, he mentioned that (Miio had exercised 
that power; and should Florida have her constitu- 
tion mutilated and tampered with because some gen- 
tlemen from the extreme East thought they undet^ 
,^tood what policy she required, and what regulations 
^||are necessary for her, better than the people of 
llorida did themaelvea? Those eastern gentlemen 
could see no danger in the immigration of free ne- 
groes, but the people of Florida entertained a dif- 
ferent opinion. But why were such provisions 
necessary.' Why had South Carolina, Alabama, 
and Louisiana boen compelled to expel from their 
borders abolition emissaries of the North? Why, 
he again asked, waa all this legislation necessary?' 
The South welt knew the reason, and the North 
ought to know the reason. This system of legisla- 
tion had been forced on them by the traitorous agi- 
tationaofthe abolition queation in the North, and 
in this House. They had been compelled to do it 
for their own security, and the preservation of their 
peace, and the quiet of society. They had been 
driven to do this by the agitation of gentlemen on a 
subject with whicli they had nothing to do— with 
which they themselves declared they had nothing to 
do. True, while they were making these declara- 
tions, their citizens were, in a most singular man- 
ner, giving them the contradictioUj for they were 
eternally meddling with it; and their eternal agita- 
tion of it had forced the southern States to adopt 
this sort of legislation of which they complained, af- 
ter they had been the moving cause to iL Why, 
there cotild not even be a proposition brought before 
this House from the Indian Committee, in reference 
to a private claim, but some gentlemen found out 
that It had some connection with slavery, and the 
question was immediately brought before the House 
for agitation. Oentlemen from the North had told 
them again and again that they were for abiding by 
the constitution; they said southern rights were 
guarantied by the constitution, and they would not 
uterfere with them; but there waa scarcely a north- 
em Stats that had not passed laws whicn virtualljr 
repealed provisions of the constitution. Connecti- 



cut and New York had put on their statute books 
provisions which Tirtually repealed that provision 
of the constitution which guarantied to the southern 
Slates the recapture of these fii^'tive slaves, and 
there~they remained, notwithstanding the remon- 
stanoes in the case— at New York, ever) of her gov- 
ernor. 

Mr. RATHBUN said the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was mistaken with reeard io New York; that 
law having been repealed, there waa now no such 
law on the statnte book of New York. 

Mr. BAYLY replied that he was better informed 
on that subject than the gentleman from New York 
himself; and he (Mr. B.) would therefore give that 
gentleman some information in relation to it. Un- 
der the administration of Governor Seward that 
law was enacted, and it remained until Governor 
Bouck succeeded to the governorship, when he pro- 
nounced it unsonstitutional; and it had been so de- 
clared by the supreme court of New York and of 
the United States; but notwithstanding, (and he 
would tell the gentleman ftora New York that he 
was not mistaken when he said so,^ it was on the 
statute book until this hour, unless it had been re- 
pealed during this session of the State legislalure. 

Mr. RATHBUN said he was bound to tell the 
gentleman that that law was repealed by the legisla- 
ture to which the remonstrance of Governor Bouck 
waa made. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed. He said he knew he wa.<> 
not mistaken. He was in the legislature of Virgin- 
ia that passed the inspection law, and was chairman 
of the committee from which it was reported, and 
he knew the facts of the case to be these: In 1842 
the Senate of the New York legislature passed a bill 
to repeal that law, but it failed in the assembly. At 
the subsequent session, on the recommendation of 
Qor. Bouck, it passed the lower House, but it wes 
then lost in the Senate; and on that subject the le- 
gislature of New York never did come up to the 
recommendation of the governor of that Slate. It 
waa first lost in one House and then in the other; 
and thus they played fast and loose, leaving the act 
on the statute book to this day. It never had been 
repealed — he wished it had^«nd Viiginia had, in 
consequence, been compelled to resort to proteciive 
measures against it. 

He then made some other observationB in relation 
to the origin of these acts of legislation by the north- 
em Statea. He said they were recommended by 
the abolition societies of the North, and they took 
their cue from the World's Convention, and the 
abolitionists of England, into whose hands the aboli- 
tlonists of the East and the North were thus play- 
ing; they were playing, too, into the hands of Great 
Britain, whose policy it had been from the brgin- 
ning to the end to break down thia Union, which 
was her most formidable rival. 

Why was it that this subject was dragged here on 
every occasion? Wh]r was this amendment now 
offend? The constitution of Florida takes no pow- 1 
er from the people of that State; it only provided !, 
against hasw legislation. The people, when 
they pleas^ -to act, conid emancipate their 
slaves; but . thn hour would never come in 
any of the sout^m Sjates, as long as this violent 
and traitorous agitaAi<yyaa kept up. He knew in 
his own Stata Sn wni^ ^llhcnt of public opinion 
had been changed. Ortre tljen was a large portion 
of Virginia in favor of gntfual ^MUicipaiion; but 
now there was not a man that dared to avow such a 
sentiment. From the county which h%r<re|tre8ented; 
not ten years ago a member voted for|^dual eman- 
cipation and it was not objected to by his constitu- 
ents; but there was no member now who would 
dare to give such a vote; for if he did the constit- 
uents would snl his fate, and never send him to 
represent them as^ain. y^ _ 

Everywhere the eflect of this agitatioq' h|d been 
to make the condition of the slave won^i.. At the 
same time that the master was undone, the slave was 
made miserable; and all this was S9m by the pro- 
fessed friends of the slaves, who w'nss it? fact their 
worst enemies as they were regcnlcd by the intelli- 
gent slaves of the South. But fok^ipfre party pur- 
poses — for the purpose of conciliating a few mad 
abolitionists who knew nothing about the matter, 
gentlemen were content to mak^ahe condition of 
the slave infinitely worse, and stir up ftelings which 
ought never to prevail among the different members 
of the same community. Such a course of action 
being continued, harmony never could remain; and 
a state of things would be brought about which 
would make the hearts of patriots quail, as the re- 
sult of those who, while they prafesaed a lore for 
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the UnioD, were using their m<wt eowgetie and dinet 
efforts to deitroy it. 

Mr. B. baTine concluded— 

Mr. F. H. MORSE uid that when h« offered 
thia amendment, it was not his purpose to discuss it; 
but he could not permit the extraordinary speech of 
ttie gentleman from Viiginia to pass without some 
notice. The fentleman mad« the complaint that so 
humble an indindiud as himself, ^Mr. M.) not be- 
ing overmuch distinguished for his statesmanship, 
should assume to ma&e any motion on any subject, 

Mr. BAYLY explained that he bad made no such 
complaint. He had only compMned of the gen- 
tleman meddling with a subject he did not under- 
stand, and with which he liad nothing to do. 

Mr. MORSE continued. Well, that amounted to 
the same thing. The gentleman complained that he 
(Mr. M.) 8 bould have moved so important a mat- 
ter. That was tantamount to aaving: "Gentlemen 
of the North, there are certain tnii^ you do not 
understand; tberefoie be silent; you have no right 
to interfere with them. There are some things be- 
fore this Congress which you must not touch." 
No; they roust all be left to such distinguished 
statesmen as the gentleman firom Virginia. He 
pleaded guilty to one portion of the accusation of the 
gentleman; he was a oumble man, but this did not 
deprive him of the rights of the representative of 
nMrly 90,000 free - white men. He had not before 
understood that it was a part of the tenets of the 
modem "democracy" to maJce a distinction among 
the members on this floor; he took it that they all 
stood on the same ground here, and the day was far 
distant when any denunciations of that honorable 

Ssntleman should drive him from the ground he saw 
t to take. 

Another complaint of the gentleman from Y iigin- 
ia was, that he (Mr. M.) came from the extreme 
East. That was equally without foundation. He 
would ask the gentleman if a Iran's rights on this 
floor were determined by the section of the country 
fVom which he came. 

To relieve everybody else from the responsibility 
of thia proposition, he would say that he had not 
consulted with any single individual; be had offered 
it on his own views, and he had offered it, he would 
inform the gentleman from Florida, with "serious- 
ness." 

Mr. M. then proceeded, at some length, to reply 
to Mr. A. V. BaowN, Mr. Bblser, and Mr. Batlt, 
I and to argue the anii-republicanisra of the provis- 
I ions of the constitution of Florida, prohibiting 
\ foreign shipmasters from discharging colored sailors 
' wiUiin that Territory, and prohibilii^ths legislature 
j of Florida from paasmg laws for the emancipation 
,^of slaves in that Territory. He also glanced at 
what be considered the general inexpediency of ad- 
mitting into the Union States with so small a popu- 
lation — Florida having, at the last census, only 
S8,000 citizens, not one-third of the number in his 
(Mr. M.'s) district. He deprecated the efforts that 
were made to enlist the aiithority ant influence of 
the general government in defence a(fi\erpetaation 
of the system of slavery, as also U(e^rialping dispo- 
sitions manifested in certuR-quartirlBlr lie acquisi- 
tion of territory. Fronw^veriLknm^ the con- 
tinued acqiiis^Mi^of t^torg^c\w^ admoniah- 
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obtained the floor. 

ppealed to the gentleman to 

lendment. 

declined, remariring that ha 

> say. He brieflv staled his 
.^ 'gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Moa»] had fiUlen into error in his construction of 
the word '^'rapnhlimn " snrt in his consequent ob- 
jections to the iwo provisions of the constitution of 
Florida, whiciuJls. had argued . It seemed to him 
(Mr. C.) that they had noOiing to do with either of 
these features, as now brought up. The constitu- 
tion of Florida was a ^'rspu plican'^ constitution, in 



the sense intended by the framen of the constitu- 
tion of the United States; it was not a monarchical 
one. He might object to some of the features of 
the constitution if he were called to vote directly 
upon them, but he wished to see the people left free 
to judge for themselves in the matter. 

Mr. LEVY obtained the floor, but yielded^ for 
explanation, to Mr. DonoLAts. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he did not rise to go inUfi 
a discussion of the slavery question, or the propriety 
of the various provision of the constitutions of Iowa 
and Florida. His object was merely to explain the 
^unds upon which he should rest his vote. 
While he approved most of the provisions of the 
constitution oi Iowa, there were some for which be 
could not record his vote, were he a member of a 
convention for the formation of a constitution. 
Some of the provisions of the Florida ooostitutioa 
were still more objectionable — positively obnox- 
ioiis— so much so, that he never could sanction and 
endorM them by any vote of his. But does the bill be- 
fore the House require an endorsement and appro- 
val of each and every provision of those constitu- 
tions? Must each member of the House endorse 
every article of those constitutions? The praeticacal 
effect of such a rule would be to exclude all new 
States from the Union in flilure. The great divert 
sity of opinion, growing out of the vanety of cli4 
mate, soil, productions, pursuits, and customs, 
would preclude the hope of procuring a general con- 
currence of sentiment in &vor of every provision of 
any constitution. Some would require a restrict- 
ed suffrage, others universal; some a distinction 
founded on property, others on color, citizenship, 
and a great variety of qualifications to be found in the 
constitutions of the several States. The same difli- 
culty would arise in regard to the tenure of office, 
slavery, and many other regulations and institutions 
peculiar to each State, and domestic in us character. 

Mr. D. had not time to go further into detail. 
Sufficient had been said to show tha^ '' could never 
have entered into the minds of the fhuners of the 
constitution that Congress was to pass upon the 
propriety and expediency of each clause of the con- 



were vain and nugatory. A man raigfat as vd s^ 
tempt to impoae reatraiats upon the fi«e action of 
his son sfter his arrival at fall and hivftal age, as 
Congress to fetter the action of the Territoriea alter 
their admission into the Union as States. 

The father may bind the sen during hia rainority; 
but the moment he attains his majority, hia frttets 
are severed, and he is free to regulate his o«m eoD- 
duct. So with the Territories; they are subject to 
the jurisdiction and control of Congress during 
their infancy, their minority; but when they attain 
their majority, and obtain admission into the Union, 
they sre firee mm all restraints and restrictiona, eze^ 
such as the constitution of the United States has 
imposed upon each and all the States, niinoia, by 
the free will of her own people, came into (he 
Union without slavery, and with a constitution d^ 
claring that slavery shall never exist. Still Mr. D. 
contended that the people had the same right lo 
change their constitution in regard to atavery, as 
those of any other State. Congreaa oonld not pre- 
scribe a constitution to a Stale, nor deprive them 
of the power of changing their own, whaieTcr titey 
shall choose. 

Entertaining these views, Mr. D. intended to 

. j^ vole for the admission of Iowa and Florida; and be 

> ( ^protested at the same time that such vote should d<k 

M be considered as an approval of all the pioviaioiu 

of their constitutions. 

Mr. ADAMS (Mr. Lbvt still yi«Idiiigtbe floor) 
wished to ask the gentleman from Illmois [Mr. 
DouoLAiiJ one question. Suppose the eonstitatioa 
of Florida or Iowa contained a provision that no 
citizen of Illinois should ever be admitted into those 
Slates: would the gendeman vote for it> 

Mr. DOUGLASS would say to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that such a provision would be 
null and void, for the reason that it would in deroga- 
tion of the constitution of the United States, and 
would be decided by every judicial tribunal to be of 
no force. 

Mr. ADAMS. Would the gentleman vote for it' 

Mr. DOUGLASS would not vote for such a pro- 
vision, but would not care whetherit was in the con- 



stitution of the new Slates. The people of each slitution or not, as it would be a nullity. NoDitiea 

State are to form their constitution in then' own wsiy had no terrors fbr him. 

and in accordance with their own views, subject to Mr. ADAMS. That is preobaly the ease of the 

one restriction only; and that was, it should be le- present provision, in its operation upon the citizens 

publican in its character. That the constitutions ofJ of Massachusefts, and other northern States. 

Iowa and Florida prescribed a republican form of^L Mr. LEVY resumed. The gendeman fVora 

Maine had convinced him that he was serious, 

but had not convinced him that the amend- 
ment deaerved to be treated with seriouancma. 
What was the case presented by this amsod- 
ment? The government of the United Statea, aiker 
receiving by treaty the transfer of a eoontry inhalnt- 
ed by a very oonsklerable population, in favor of 
whose rights a provision had been made in that 



government in the Sense in which that term was 
used in the constitution of the United States, he en- 
tertained no doubt. Every one of the objectionable 
features lo it were to be found in the constitotions 
of several of the present States of the Union. Old 
Vi^linia was supposed to be a republican State 
with a republican form of government; still he was 
informed that these same obnoxious provisions werel 
la be found in her constitution, as well as in those 
of several other Statea. But merely because those 
objectionable features are incorporated into their 
constitutions — because some of the provisiona are 
unwise, impolitic, and unaatisfactory, it by no 
means follows that the form of government itself is 
not republican. These constitutions do not es- 
tablish monarchies, nor aristocracies, nor any 
combinations of the two, nor any other known 
forms of government^ except republican Slates. 
If they are not republics, they are nonde- 
scripts. But all the objections refer to 
regulations and institutions, local and domestic in 
their character. Mr. B, bad doubts as to the power of 
Congress to reject a State, being now a part of the 
territory of the United States, merely on acsount of 
her peculiar domestic institutions. It was dear to 
bis mind, that whenever a new State was admitted 
into the Union, it came in'' on an equal footing, in 
all re^Msets, with the original States; and all attempti 
to deprive her of that equality, by act of Congress, 
was in derogation of the constitution of the United 
Slates, and consequently void. The several mem- 
bers of this confederacy stand upon an equal footing, 
possessed of the same powers and rights, and sub- 
ject to the same condiuons and restrictions. Many 
of the northern States have, at different periods, as- 
seited and exercised the right of estabhshing and 
abolishing slavery, each for itself, without reference 
lo the wishes of Congress or any other Stale. If the 
old Slates hod this power, he could not discover 
how it could be denied to the new ones. When 
new States were admitted into the Union, they be- 
came sovereign in all respects whatever, except in 
those cases where the constitution of .the United 
States had imposed restrictions. All attempts to 



treaty for their admission into the Union on 
of equality with the other States; after having d»- 
membeted and distributed that territorv; after hav- 
ing given to Alaliama, Mississippi, and lAxnaiana, 
a large portion of the domun that belonged to that 
people, and thus cut off fh>m them a great portion of 
the benefits they expected to derive nom tbat nego- 
tiation; now, by the vote 6f yesterday, they were de- 
prived of the rights clearly recognised by that tnaty. 
Now, after thus tyranmcally and wrongfully re- 
ducing them to a condition inferior to what th«y 
have a right to demand, it was proposed to extend to 
them the fnrtherguardianship of the government by 
doing — what? By making them a coastitutian; as if 
they were not capable, and had not theright, to make 
one themselves. Yoa not only propose, (said Mr. 
L.) to reduce their just relative weight in the eoo- 
feoeracy, but you propose to tbefireemen of Florida 
a constitution of your own making. Sir, (said 
Mr. L.,) all this excess of kindness is utteriy thrown 
away on a people who are unwilling to receive it. 
The gentleman from Maine said he pn^iosed by 
his amendment to do less than was dmie in 
the case of the Stale of Missouri, llie geade- 
man either did not read as he did, or did not eon- 
strue the resolution declaring the admission of 
Missouri into the Union with the same understand- 
ing as his. In the esse of Missouri, what was done? 
He spoke not of the compromise set by wbidi 
the limits of slavehloding and non-elavebolding 
Slates were defined^ but or the resolnlion dedaring 
the admission of Missouri into the Union as a State. 
That resolution did not require that the new Slate 
should hold a convention to repeal her constitution. 
No; it did no mere than give constmctioo lo s 
dause of the constitution of the United States — the 
impose restrictions and fetten, by act of. Congress, j same oonatructioB that would be given by the &i- 
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prerae Court, and the lame construction that wouid 
M given by we peofde of Miaw>uri. What was it? 
Why, that nothinz in the constitution of Miaaouri 
should be construed as depriving the citizens of other 
Slates of an equal participation in the rights of citi- 
»n8 of Missouri- 
He said the gentlentan went further than Con- 
gress bad ever gone before; and, in illustration, he 
referred to the proceedings on the admisaion of Ar- 
kansas into the Union, and the conduct of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Adami} thereon, 
rhen the identical movement was made that hiul 
now been made in reierence to Florida. He said 
lie was sorry to be compelled to eondude that there 
vere geiitlemen on that door, who, according to his 
jnderstandin{[, were willing to violate the constito- 
jon of the United States, the solemn obligations of 
reaties, and the oaths which they had taken for the 
potificalion of a wild spirit of fimatidsm. To sueh 
^ntlemen he did not address himself; for any thing 
M could say to them would be words thrown to 
he winds. He addressed himself only to suoh. as 
hose who dssired rightly to dischsijge their duties, 
ind to pay a due regard to the oblations which 
hey owed to the people. He then proceeded to 
ihow, first, the idsntity of the attempt now made 
vith diat made when Arkansas came inU> the 
Union; which, however, met with but little fiivor 
hen, notwithstanding the ability with which it was 
idvecated, for it received but 33 roles in its &vor, 
»hile 98 voted agunst it. The honoroUe gentle- 
nan here Vead vsrioua extracts to support the posi- 
ioushe assumed, and commented on them as he 
>roceeded. He then quoted the treaty by which '' 
^orida was acquired, to show that they bed 
he right to ask to be admitted into the Union 
vith eol the rights, privileges, and immunities of ^ 
)ther States. 

Mr. ADAMS nmarked; yes, aceording to the 
>riaciples of the constitution of the United States. 

Mr. LEVY admitted that they must come 
n according to the principles of the txinstitti- 
ion of the United Slates, because it would not 
le in the power of this government to override 
he constitution. He knew they could not be ad- 
Bitted but in accordance with the principles of the 
onstittttion; but what were those principles? Per- 
set equality amongst the States was recognised in 
U of them; and if Florida comes into the Union, 
he must conoe in with ber ■«0Tereignty unshorn of 
ny of iis attributes. Did not the gentleman from 
hiassachusetts know, learned as he is in all the his- 
orical and political lore of the country, thtu this 
rery question of equality was one of the very ques- 
ions which agitated and divided the counsels of 
he convention which formed the constitution of the 
Jniten States? In that convention it was proposed 
hat the new States to be formed out of the western 
erritory should come in with conditions to be pre- 
icribed by the Atlantic States, which were in dread 
>fthe growing power of the West. That ques- 
ion was debated in the convention, and afterwards 
t was decided that all new States should come in 
in terms of equality. The honorable gentleman 
«ad extracts from the debates in the convention 
tt that time on the subject to which he referred. 

He proceeded, after some other observations, to 
hat point which be deemed alone pending — admis- 
ion or rejection; and he remarited that it was a na- 
led substantive power, which each gentleman 
vould exercise on bis own responsibility, and under 
he moral oblisatiaas which attached to him. He 
harecteri^ed the attempt to impose conditions as a 
nanifestation at the old spirit, which would have 
nade these confederated States stand in the relation, 
each other of master and subject. All, he con-' 
ended, that could be here required was, that Flori- 
>a should have a republican constitution and a re- 
mblican form of government. And what was a repub- 
tcon form of government? In reply to this question 
le quoted from the works of Webster the lexicog- 
spher, from the Federalist, and other works of au- 
horily. All, be said, that was here required to con- 
ititute their government republican, was that it 
hould emanate from the people. -^ 

He commented at great length on this branch of' 
he subject, and on the attempt to interfere with the 
lomeaue institutions of Florida. What, he asked, 
lid their constitution provide? Did it provide that 
he citizens of free States should not come there to 
ettle? No; but that persons that were dangerous 
s elements in their society, should not come to re- 
lain among them, nor be discharged ftom vessels, 
tnd he asked if they should be compelled to receive 
Mo their bosom tnoae who would destroy their 



peace? Why, this -^tzy provision of their constitu- 
tion had been rendered necessary by the very acta 
and doings of the fanatics of the North. He bad in 
his possession an address — to whom? To the slaves 
of tne South. And issued by whom? By northern 
men. In this address they were informed that 
those who could not read would have it read to 
them by those who could. The honorable gentle- 
man commented on this attempt to incite their slaves 
to insurrection at considerable length. He then 
oommented on the speech of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. W. Hmrr,] in which that gentleman 
sbjseted to the admission of Florida on the ground 
that she had not the requisite population. To this 
the gentleman from Florida replied, and in his re- 
ply showed the disastrous effect upon them of the 
savage war in which they were so lone engaged. 
He said now, however, that they could dwell in 
peace and security, their population was rapidly in- 
creasing. He also noticed some remarks made by 
the gentleman fh>m Ohio, [Mr. yiiTTON,] on the 
subjwt of a balance of power between certain sec- 
tions of this Union. 

Mr. R. SMITH submitted the following amend- 
ment to the amendment of Mr. Mouse: 

ProniM, That whenever it ihsU appear tbsl the rovem- 
meat have received from fte salei of the lands witfifa the 
pntotfbed limit* of the Statae of low* and Florida the 
amount of the original cost (or prob«)>Ie cost) of the Mid 
lands, together with the expenses of surreTing and selUng 
the same, then ali such unsold lands shall be, and hereby 
are, deolared to belong to the said States of Iowa and Florida, 
to bo managed and dispossd of *> the legidatare* theieoi 
shall deem just and proper. 

On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
jected. 

The question recurring on Mr. Moaii'i amend- 
ment, 

Mr. E. 3. BLACKofTeredanamendmentpioviding 
that Iowa shall not be admitted into the Union until 
a convention of that State shall report the clause of 
her constitution prohibiting skvery; whereupon the 
President shall, by proclamation, announce the ad- 
miasion of said State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the other SttUes. Mr. B. said, that 
although he would vole to tack that amendment to 
the amendment, he would not vote for the amend- 
ment even if amended. 

On taking the question, this aMendmsnt was also 
rejected. 

The qucsticm was then taken on Mr. Mome's 
amendmest by tellers, and it was rejected, ayes 
79, noes 87. 

Mr. P. KINQ offered an amendment to strike out 
all afler the enacting clauee, and insert a aubatitule, 
which provided for Uia admission of Iowa, but left 
out Florida. He said his object was to separate the 
two propositions, and lake the question on Iowa 
and Florida separately. 

Mr. A. v. BROWN raised the question of older. 
It was not in order to strike out and insert the same 
matter, and the amendment contained matter which 
wbieh was already in the bill, as, for instance, the 
douse tt^lJM, to boundary. 

Mr. LEVY said the object appeared to be to let 
in Iowa, and exclude Florida. 

Mr. DROMQOOLE wouU inquire of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Kiho,] as he stated his 
object to be to separate the two propositions, if he 
was willing to let the question betaken on Florida 
first. 

Mr. P. KINO'S reply was not heard. 

Mr. JAMESON said that as this amendment pro- 
posed to strike out all after the enacting clause, and 
admitted Iowa, he wished to know what was to be- 
come of Florida. 

Mr. SAUNDERS inquired of the gentleman if 
he had another amendment prepared in relation to 
Florida. 

Mr. P. KING said that that be had not He had 
not had time to prepare it. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE said the propoaition than was 
to admit Iowa, and exclude Florida. 

The question was then taken by tellers on the 
amendment of Mr. P. Kwa, and decided in the neg- 
ative — ayes 57, noes 89. 

Mr. BRINKERHOOF inquired whether any 
proviaionhad been made in the bill, as amended, for 
the concurrent jurisdiction of Iowa over the waters 
which separated ber from the adjoining Stales. 
This was in the ori|ioal bill, and be would submit to 
the committee that it was highly important that it 
should be included. 

Mr. LEVY said that there was a supplemental 
bill, which would embrace that objeci. 

Mr. MORSE submitted the following amendment; 



which Was copied bom the bill admitting Missouri 
into the Union. 

Pm-Ued, Aowoo-.That Florida aball be admitted Into 
this Union on an equal footing with the original StateainaU 
respects whatarer, upon tha nindameatal condition that the 
third clause of the Mlh article of the coastitstionsabgdttad 
oa the part of said Tenitoijr to Congress shall nerer be eon. 
atrued to anihorixe the passage of any law, and that no law 
sliaU be passed in eoiJarmity thereto, by whkh any citixeB 
of eithor of the SMtes of this Union shall be rxclndwl fVaai 
the eajoyment of any of the privileges and iauanaltie* to 
which such citizen is entittod under the constitation of the 
Unitod Slate* : iV«cfd«</wtA«-. That the legislatoie of the 
saM Territory, by a solemn pnblie aet, shalldaclan the a*. 
•entof the said Territory to the said tanilameiitaloaBdlUaa, 
and shall tiannntt to the President of the United Stats*, with- 
in forty days after the close of the next seulonof the I*fl» 
Ittnre of said Territory, an authenthic copy of the said act ; 
upon the receipt whereof the President, by proclanialion, 
shall annouace the lact ; wbei^enpon. and without any f^r. 
ther pTttceeding en the part of Congress, the admission of 
the said State mto this union shall Be considered a* eeat 
plete. 

Mr. LEVY desired the Clerk to read the act of the 
Missouri l^islature responding to this condition in 
the act of Omgress admitting her into the Union. 

Mr. HUDSON and others objected ; when 

Mr. BAYLY submitted it as an amendment to 
the amendment ; and, lUler it was read, withdrew it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Moasx's 
amendment, and it was decided in the negative, ajrss 
48, noes 75. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offend the foUoving 
amendment: 

Add at the last section, in relation to Iowa, the 
following proviso; 

Pncidei, That tha ordinance of the convantioa wUeh 
made the conslllntion of Iowa, and which ia appendad to 
•aid eaasMtutlon, shall be deamed and taken to be of no ef- 
fect or validity, er in ai^ naaaer be reoogniaed a* obU^ 
tary npan the govemiaent of the United State*. 

Mr. A. v. BROWN bufged leave to explain that 
this was a proposition of Iowa to the government of 
the United States, and to which the Committee on 
Territoriea had given no response. They were pre- 
paring a supplemental bill to embrace this and other 
cases. 

Mr. DUNCAN offsied an amendment to correbt 
a mistake in one of the amendments of last night in 
relation to the boundary of Iowa; which was 
sgree4 to. 

Mr. CARROLL offered an amendment providing 
that the President shall cause an enumeration to be 
mode of the inhabitants of Iowa and Florida; and 
that if it was found that either of said Territories had 
not a population equal to tha present ratio of 
representatioo in the House of R«presentatives, it 
should not be admitted into the Union till the inhsb- 
itanU of said Territory should be equal to that Buifi' 
ber. 

This amendment was rejected without a di- 
vision. 

On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, the commit- 
tee rose and reported the bill to the House; when 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved the previous tpies- 
tion; which was seconded, and the main question 
ordered. 

The main question was first put on the first 
amendment in relation to the boundaries of Iowa. 

The amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole were severally concurred in; and on oMend- 
ment offered in committee by Mr. Johm P. Kunrc- 
or, was, at the solicitation of Mr. A. V. BROWN, 
received with unanimous aasenU 

After some conversation in relation to the proviso 
to allow Florida, under certain circumstances, here- 
after to erect another State, to be called Blast Flori- 
da, which was stricken out by the Committee of the 
Whole, the question recurred on concurring with 
the committee in striking out that proviso. — 

Mr. DICKEY called for the yeas and nays 
thereon; and being ordered, they were taken, and 
resulted thus — yeas 123, nays 77: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adami, Baker, Barnard, Bidlarh, 
James Black, Brengle. BrinkerholT, Brodhead, Jeremiah 
Brown, BulHiigtoa, Barke, Jeremiah £. Caiy, Cacrall, 
Catlla, Chilton, CoUamer, Cr*n«l«n,Dana, Oarragh, Richard 
D. Dan*. Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, DoogUss, Drom- 
goole, Dancan, Dunlap, £llix, Elmer, Fariee, Fish, Flor- 
ence, Foot, Foster, Fuller, Uiddinl[s, Bynun Oreen, Orin- 
nell, lUle, Kdward S. HamUn, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Hen- 
ley, HeRtDk, Hoge, Hubbell, Hudson. Hongetiitnl, Wash- 
ington Hunt, Jame* B. Hont, CharU*.J. IngersoU, Irrin, 
Jenks, Perley B Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Prerlon King, Daniel P. King, Kiikpiatrick, I.eonaid, 
Lyon, McCaaslen, Macliy, McClelland, MeClernand. Mc- 
Dowell, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Mathews, Edward J. .Morris, 
Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moteley, Nu, New. 
ton, Norris, Ow«a, Parmenter, Piterson, PetUt, Phanlx, 
Pelleck, £U*ha R. Potter, Bmery D. Potter, Pratt, Pardy, 
Bamsey, Bathbon, Radiag, BitUr, Rockwall, Rotbvy, 
Rogers, Rassell, St John, Sample. Schenck, Seveiance, 
Thoma* H. 8«yai«ar,AIbeit Smith, Jobs T. SaUth, Tbema* 
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Rmith, C«M>'«. Batth, Rakwt gnlth, John Mewut, Mini 
P. Stone, gykM, TUdan, Trier, Vuee, Vintoa, WalUr, 
WenlworUt, Wetfaend, Be^amin White, Winthnp, WO- 
liam Wrigbt, Joieph A. Wright end Vaat— 13S. 

NAYS— Meiin. Arrincton, A>he, Buringer, Ba^W, 
Belier, Edward J. Black, Jamai A. Black, Blackwell, 
Bower, Bojrd, Aaroa V. Brown, Milton Brown, WiUJaa 
J.x Brown, Bnrt, Caldwell, CampbeU, Cagiin, Renben 
Chapman, Chappell. Chilton, Clinco, CUngman, Cobb, Colee, 
"V Croii, Culloni, Daniel, Oanrett PaTta, John W. Da»l«, 

Dawion, Deberi?, DeUet, FlOklin, Franoh, Ooggia, Orider, 
Hanmott, Haaakon, Holmea, Hopklaa, Houaton. Hubaid, 
Jameaon, Andrew Johnaon, Oaoise W. Jonaa. Labranohe, 
Lucai, Lnmpkin, McConneU, MoK», Itaac E. Mone, 
rajne, Peyton, Rayner. David S. Raid, lUfe, Rhelt, Roberta, 
Saundera, Senter, Bimpaon, SUdall, Staeniod, Stephana, 
StUea, Jamea W. Stone, Smnmera, Taylor, Thomaaaon, 
Thomnaon, Tibbatta, Tucker, John White, Woodward, 
and Yancey— T7. 

So the amendment of the committee -was concur- 
red in: 

The qneation then being on the engroeement of 
the bill for a third reading, waa taken and decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

The bill was read a third time bf its title. 

Mr. COBB moved the previous question on its 
passage. 

Mr. SAMPLE appealed to Mr. Cobb to with- 
draw the demand for the previous question, in aider 
to enable him to move to commit the bill with cer- 
tain instructions, which were read by the Clerk as 
follows: 

To report aepaiate billa for th* adniaalea of Florida and 
Iowa into the Union aa Stataa, with the aana boundariea 
for each aa are contained in the preaant bill aa amended in 
Committee of the Whole; and in the bill for the edmiaaion 
of Florida no provision ahall ba maertad for the fonnstiea 
hereafter of two Stataa out of her Tenitory. 

Mr. COBB declining to withdraw. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered. 

Mr. DICKEY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in theaffirm- 
ative — yeas 145, nays 46--as follows: 

TEAS— .Maaera. Andeisoa, Arringtoa, Aaba, Atkinson, 
Barringcr, Bayly, Belier, Bidlaek. CdwardJ. Black, Jaowa 
Black, Jamo A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlln, Boyd, 
Briukerhoff, Brodbead, A. V. Brown, Milton Brown, W. J. 
Brown, Burke, Bnrt. Caldwell, CampbeU, Shepherd Cary, 
Cauain. Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Chilton, CUneh, Clii^^ 
man, Clinton, Cobh, Colei, Craaa, Collom, Daniel. Oanett 
Davli. John W. Dt^via, Dawion, Dean, Dellat, Dillingham, 
Dcuglais, Dromffoole, Duncan, EUii, Karlee, Ficklin, Foa- 
tar, French, Fuller, Goggin, Willia Graen, Orider, Hale, 
Hammttt, HaiBlson, Hardin. Haya, Henley. Holmea, Hoge, 
HopkiuK, IIouttoQ, Hulmrd, Hubbell, Jamea B. Hunt, Charlea 
' J. Ingenioll, Jameaon, Cave Johnaon, Andrew Johnaon, 
George W. Jouea, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, 
Kirkpatrick, Labtanrhe, Leonard, Lucaa, Lumpkin. Lyon, 
McCaualen, Maclay, MoClellaud, McClernand, McConnell, 
MeDowell, McKay, .Mathewa, Edward J. Morria, Joaeph 
>forris, Isaac £. Morse, &lurphy, Newton. Norria, Owen, 
Pannenter, Payne, Peyton, FiuBnix, Pollock, Emery D. 
Potter, Pratt, Purdy, David 8. Raid, Rading, Reife, Rhatt, 
Rilter, RoberU, Rodney, Rnaaell, St John, Saunders, 
Senter. Thomas H. Seymour. Simona, Simpson, Slidell, 
Jebn T. Rniitb. Thomas Smith. Robert Smith, Steearod, 
8taphens,'Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strong, 
Suminan, Sykea, Taylor. Thomaasoo, Thompson, Tibbatta, 
Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wethared, John White, 
Bei^aroin White, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, 
and Yost— 149. 

N.^VS.— .Nlessrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barnard, Bren> 
gle, Buinni;ton, Carroll, Craaaton, Richard D. Davia, De- 
berry, Dicicey, Fish, Florence, Foot, Giddinga, Byram 
Green. Grinnell, Edward S- Hamlin, Harper, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Pres- 
ton King, Daniel P. King, McUvaine, Sfaxsh, Freeman H. 
Morsa, Moiteley, Peterson, Elisha R. Potter, Robinson, 
Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Severance, David L. 
Seymour. Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, TUden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vinton, and Winthrop — 40. 

Mr. SLIDELL moved the reconsideration of the 
vote on the passage of the bill; and on this de- 
manded the previous question; which waa seconded, 
and the main question was ordered, and being token 
wos rejected. 

So the bill was finally passed. 

REDUCTION or POSTAGE. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post OCice and Post Roads, on leave, reported back 
the bill from the Senate to reduce the rates of post- 
oge, to regulate the franking privilege, &c., and 
moved its reference to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, with the recommendation 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
thiit the House bill be substituted therefor. 

The motion was agreed to. 

POTOMAC BRIDGE. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved the reconsideration of 
the vote by whirh the bill to purchase the bridge 
across the eastern branch of the Potomac, and make 
it a free bridge, was laid on the table. He said he 
made the motion at the request of some of the friends 
of the bill, and to give them opportunity to offer 



fiirther facts in the case. He himself, however, 
should vote against the motion. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved the previooa question. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, after some eo»- 
verattioa. the cooaidenaion of the subject was post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. BURKE, the joint resolution 
from the Senate for the appointment of a jomt com- 
mittee to wait on the President and Vice President 
elect and inform them of their election was taken op 
and concurred in. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjoam, 
bat withdraw at the appeal of 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, who moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
stste of the Union to take up bill No 448. 

Mr. H. DODOE rose and said the House woaM 
bear him witness that he liad never been troublesome. 
There waa one bill relating to his Territonr, in the 
passage of which he (Mr. D.) felt, as did a huge 
and highly respeetable portion of his constituents, 
a deep mtereat. He alluded to the bill for the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivei^ ■nd to. 
connect them by a canal. 

Tbia bill, the Speaker woald remember, bad, by 
a mistake of ihe cleric, been acted upon in the House, 
on Tuesday, without havingbeen considered in the 
Committee of the Whole. The clerk had discover- 
ed his mistake, and the Speaker had called the at- 
tention of the House to the subject. It was then re- 
referred to the committee, where it now was, and he 
earnestly besotight the Hotise, as this was the last 
day that there was any hope of obtaining action 
upon it, not to adjourn, but to give him anearing. 
Hera there was a general cry "we will." 

Mr. D. then moved that the House resolve r^ 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole. The 
motion prevailed, and Mr. WiXTBaop of Maasoehu- 
setts was called to the chair. 

Mr. D. moved that the committee proceed to the 
consideration of the House bill No. 448, entitled an 
"Act to grant a quantity of land tiaid in the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and 
to connect the same by a canal in the Territory of 
Wisconsin." 

The bit having been read, 

Mr. DODOE said it was the same bill, and in the 
precise words that had passed the Senate at the last 
session. It was emphatically of a national character, 
and one in which the government of the United 
Sutes was more interested than were the people 
or Territory of Wiaoonsin. Mr. D. said the im- 
posed canal would form a line of intercommuniso- 
tion between the Mississippi and the great lakes, 
and in time of war would be of incalculable beneiU. 
It had been the carrying place between those waters 
for the last two centuries; and was a point for 
which nature had done so much that there was 
but little leiV for man to do. The distance between 
the two rivers was but one mile and a quarter. In 
times of high water, the waters of the Wisconsin 
often flow over into those of the Fox. The work 
was entirely a practicable one, and would not cost 
more in, all probability, than the proceeds arising 
from tiie sales of the landa which the bill proposed 
to appropriate. 

The public documents of the House were full of 
reports and estimates from the competent and scien- 
tin officers of the topographical corps. 

Mr. D. would refer members to them, and alao to 
theaUe report accompanying the bill. His friend 
from Missouri [Mr. Jahesow] had investigated the 
subject, and finding all the facts set forth in the 
Senate's repot of Uist year true, had adopted it as 
his own. 

Here Mr. D. called for the reading of the re- 
port, arid said, In conduaion, that he hoped the bill 
would be reported to the House for its fitvomble sc- 
tion. 

Mr. RATH BUN offered an amendment to strike 
out that part of the third section of the bill which 
provides that the United States engineers shall con- 
struct said cand under the direction of the War De- 
partment. 

Mr. DODOE reaisted the amendment. He hoped 
it would be the pleasure of the House to pass the 
bill in the form m which it had passed the Senate. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved an amendment, provi- 
ding that the land appropriated by the bill should be 
taken fi-om the 500,000 aorea granted to the future 
State of Wisconsin by the act to distribute the sales 
of public lands, &c. 

Mr. DODOE opposed the amendment. He said 
he should regard its adoption as a great outrage. 
He wotild like to know of the honoraUe chairman 



of the Committee on Public Landa whese be eoold 
find any precedent in the ^pslation of Congreas for 
his amendment Congress bd pledged a doDsition af 
500,000 acres of knd to the Aitaie State of 'Wiacot- 
sin, and he trusted that the selection of that bod 
would be left to the legidature of the State. 

The bill was farther debated by Mr. JAMESON. 
Mr. A. C. DODGE, Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, Mi. 
CAVE JOHNSON, and Mr. VINTON. It wm 
not disposed of when the committee roae, and re- 
ported progress, and 

The House adjourned. 

The following notieea of petitions, preaenlad to- 
day, were handed to the reporten by the : 
presenting them: 

By Mr. WOODWARD: The petition of Hn^ 
of Sumter dlatiict. South Carolma, piayiac for a 

_ .. . iofH.iri.\ 



By Mr. J. E. CART: The patitien of H. K.T,nl%a4 CI 
iahabitset* of Otaago coanty. Now Yoik, onrtmft 
eatabliahaaantofamailrontalkvm Oneealsui N«nv] 
by way of Battemata: refairad to the Coaamitt— ea tk* 
Post OIBoe and Poat Rosda. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: The petfthm of SM oHteana of magBa 
ooanty, New York, prnriag Congrea* to daelax* i l aasi j 

HBconatitational in tha Terittory of noitfs; and r ^ 

ting againet the adaiiaaion of Florida whilst i ' 
thareui. 

By Mr. PETTIT: The petition of Alhaa B. BIsagktaT asd 
IS others, praying a grant of land to aid ia the eonstmoa i es 
of a road Bom Lalkyetta, Indisaa, to CUcac*, llliasia- !•■ 
farrad to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Chariaa H. SSBbera. a cBi^ 
sea of New Hanpahlrs, praying Coagrsae t» pa o hMt On 
iapoctstioa of whia, ma, orandy, sad ether s fdill S M b- 

Saora: referred to the Comadttsa on Coauoeice. Tte peti- 
on of Asa Merrill and IS olhaia, eltiiaaa ofNawHoap- 
shIre, that Comneee wtU paaa laws lor the p ie fetl e n ef aa 
right* of the dusant of. each State of the Union: nfcmdta 
the Committae on the JudioiaiT. Tlie laaaeaatsaaae af S. 
K. Foater and 3* othara, eitisens of Chielwster, New Baaip' 
aUra, agminat Ihe anaxation of Tessa to the Uaivn: iifta iei l 
to the tfoandttea on Foietgn AlUra. Tlw remonstiaaee af 
Denial Catr and 7* others, citiseaB of Biadtoid, New Baar- 
ihlre, againat the annavatioa of Tezaa to the Unina: nte> 
pad to the Committae on Foreign AAira. The re^Maaateaao* 
of Moaea Sawyer and C7 other eitiieaa of Wear*. New 
Hanpahiie, against the annexation of Texas to f ha UaioK 
referred to the Committae on Foniga AflUra. Tfaa putiti ea 
of J. Belch and 43 other eitliaas of FrancisloWB. Maw 
Hampshne, that Congress would abolish atavery in the 
Dlatnct of Columbia and the Territories: reCerml to the 



Conunitteo for thn DIatrict of Colambia. The > 
of lareal Balch sad Uothera, citiiana of Franeiatawa. New 
Hampshiia, against the anaaxaiion of Texas to the Uaiaa: 
refertsd to the Committee on Foreign ABUn. The ranas. 
stiance of Henry Phelps, Jr., and 67 others, citlxeiia of Oi«- 
too, New Hampahire, againat the aaoesstioii of Texas Is 
the Union: rafecred to the Conmtttaa on Forain AAin. 
The petition of "the New Hampahire Yonur MiaB'S Soia 
Temperance Oinvention,"that Congiesa wouD pTObilijt *• 
sale of Intoxlesting Ihinor* in the Capitol, and on iha pohSe 
glonndsbelo^taig to Iha UaHad State*, and abolish A* 
apirit ration in the navy: rafenad to tile Comadttae for (ha 
l5lstrlct ol Columbia. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The memorial of Jeremiah Donhsn, of 
White county, Indiana, praying compeosation forarrvjosa 
a* blacksmith for the MiaaU sod Pottowsttomls Indisaa. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The ateaiorial ef William U. Johaaea 
and olhen, cititena of New Tork, praying for the aatak- 
Uahment of a naval school, for the abolition of the gisde af 
profeaaon of mathematics In the navy, and for the appe*. 
priation of the sumi now devoted to their pay fcr the es- 
tablishment of a naval school: referred to the Co wm i tt e e as 
Naval ASaira. The memorial of John W. Holberlaonaal 
94 othen, Oennan importers of the city of New York, peay- 
ing for the pasaaga of a law eatabliahing the value of the 
florin dollar and other money of the Oeraian Stataa, erte 
aboliah the neceaaity of the oonaular certificate with ra- 
gard to tile same: re/erred to the Committee on Commerce. 
The petition of Richard B. Connolly, A. F. Ralield. end 
others, oitixena of New York, prayii^ for a ledactioaaf 
poalage to a nnifoim rate of two cent* and for the tk ol lH ea 
of the fitanking privilege. The petition of aiaay eiiiacaa 
of New York, praying for the abolition of the cdritratiea 
and flogging la the navy. The petition of John Townaaad, 
j r., antfother oHizena of New Yorii, for the abolitlsa of cap. 
Itai puniahmant. 

By Mr. PHCENIZi The petition of citixena ofNaw Teak, 
in Ikvorofa reduction of the ratea of postage. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of M lahSMIanli of 
Catskill, Orson coanty. New Yoifc, placing for the radae- 
tionofpostageslto^theuniibnnrBteof two seats aaaliaia 
gla letten, and on namphleta and papers in proportion- 
By Mr. DUNLAF: The paUUon orEdward L.>oor, of the 
State of Maine, praying remaneraUon for aeiviees lenJii ed 
aa occaaional inapeetor of coatonia in Ibe dlitiiet ef Part, 
laud and Falnottth in asU State: nferred to th* C e amilt i * 
of Claima. 

By J. STEWART: The patition of Thomas ChiM, aad 
l(IOoitiunaofMiddleHadtem,in Middleacx roasly,Cea' 
necticut, praying Congresa to redtice letter poatag* to tv* 
cent* on each uugle letter, and aboliah the fianknig pciri- 
lege: refemd to the Committae on the Post OIBce and Post 
Roada. 



By Mr. FULLER: The petition ofH. A. Riley BBdttothais. 
citizena of Moatroae, Penaaylvante, aaking for a radactiaa 
of the postage on letten to the uniform rate of two eeua— 



for a proportionate rate of reduction of the postage ea 
pamphlets and newspapen, and for the abolition of thr 
franking privilege: rebrred to th* Coaunlttea on the Past 
Offlce and Poat Roada. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The patition of C. C. Savap 
and othen, for a harbor at New BulMo, Michigan: ttiantd 
to the CoBimlttea on CoDaie(c*. 
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IN SENATE. 
Fbidat, February 14, 1645- 

The PRESIDENT proltm. laid befora the Sen> 
ate two aeriea of reaolutiona peaeed by the legiala- 
tive asaerobly of the Territory of WiaconsSn, re- 
queating the delegate from that Territory k) Con- 
maa to uaa hia efibrta to procure an appropriation 
for the conatruction of a harbor at the month of 
Sheboygan river; alao to procure the paaaaes of a 
law to provide for the extinguiriimeDt of the Indian 
tiUe to the landa lying north of Fox river, irt aaid 
Territory. The firat eubject waa referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and the aecond to the 
Committee on Indiiui Afiaira. 

Mr MERRICK preaented a memorial from Wil> 
liam W. Buchanan, a aoldier in the revolutionary 
war. who fought in the battlea of Long laland and 
Guilford oouiMiouae, and otbera, repreaenting that 
he ia borne down by the weight of yeara, (being 
ninety yeara of age,) and praying for a penaion, from 
which he ia excluded now by the reatrictive rwula- 
tiona of the Penaion Office: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Penaiona. 

Alao preaented a man^orial from William Duff, a 
citizen of Maryland, praying that hia hydroatatic 
lafety valve may be further teated: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affaira. 

Mr. BAQBY preaented a liat of the elaima of the 
Cherokee Indiana who have become citizena of the 
State of North Carolina; which wail reftmd to the 
Committee on Indian Afiaira. 

Mr. BENTON preaented a memorial from John 
Q. Tucker, William L. Brevort, and othera, of the 
city of New York, praying for the annexation of 
Texaa to the United Statea, and the occupation of 
the Or^n Territory by the United Statea: referred 
10 the Committee on Foreign Relatione. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 
Stephen Snow, a aoldier of the laat war, praying for 
a penaion; which waa referred to the Committee on 
Penaiona. 

Mr. DIX preaented a memorial from 84 citizena 
of the town of Skaneatelea, in the county of Oneida, 
in favor of the aimnltaneous annexation of Canada 
and Texaa to the United Statea: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Alao preaented a memorial from the common 
council of the city of Rocheater, New York, pray- 
ing that an appropriation may be made for con- 
structing a fortification at the mouth of the Geneaee 
river, for the protection of that important and rapid- 
ly-growing city: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affiura. 

Mr. DAVTON preaented a memorial from Chili- 
an C. Verplaock, and other medical maa and pab- 
liahera of the city of New York, praying that pam- 
phlets may be placed on the aaroe iooting with 
newspapera with reapect to mail faeilitiea; which 
waa ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS preaented three aeveral memoriala 
of the legialature of AltUbama, in favor of gradiudly 
redacing the price of the public kmda; aaking for the 
Tenneaaee and Cooaa Radroad company the right of 
way through the public landa, and alternate quarter 
sections of land on the line of aaid road; and aaking 
for certain citizena the right to enter certain landa at 
the government price; wmch were severally referred 
to the Committee on the Public Landa. 

Mr. EVANS entered a motion for the reconaide- 
ration of the vote rejecting the bill for the appoinU 
mem of assistant pursers and aaaistant surgeona in 
the navy of the United Statea. 

Mr. HUNTINQTON presented a memorial from 
sundry citizena of East Hartford, Connecticut, re- 
monstrating against the annexation of Texaa: oraer- 
M to lie on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on the Li- 
^■vy, to which waa referred the resolution of the 
Senate upon the subject of employing Peraico to 
"lake an equestrian statue, in bronze, of Washing- 
•on, reported a joint rerolation directing the' erection 
"■ a bronze statue of Washington, ana the purchase 
"f marble busta of the Preaidenta of the United 
StatcH; which waa read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
reiicntatives, informing the Senate that that body had 
"incurred in their resolution for the appointment of 
"Joint committee to wait upon Jamea K. Polk, of 
Jenneaiee, and inform him of hia election as Presi- 
dent of the United States, and had appointed Meaara. 
opaae and Botd on the part of the Houae. 

Mr, POSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
onitnendfttion that they do paaa, the Houae billa for 



the relief of William Rich, Philip Schwartslraaber, 
of Ohio, and Harriaoii Whitaon. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, it was ordered 
that the petition of the legal representativea of 
Oeotge Mayo, deceased, praying compenaation for 
hia aervicea as a clerk in the Post Office Deptulment, 
be referred to the Committee on Claima. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill from 
the Houae for the relirf of Benjamin S. Roberta. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do paaa, the 
Houae bill to continue the harbor improvementa al- 
ready commenced in the harbor of Southport; and 
reported back fVom the same committee with an 
amendment, (which was ordered to be printed,) the 
Houae bill for the erection of a light-house upon 
the weatem shore of Lake Michigan, at the town 
of Southport, in the territory of Michigan. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, to which the 
memorial of the chamber of commerce upon the 
subject was referred, reported a bill making impro- 
priations for the erection of a custom-house m Sa- 
vannah, State of Georgia; which waa read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. ATCHISON gave notice of leave to in- 
troduce a bin authorizing theisauing of patents for 
certain lands. 

The following reaohition, introduced by Mr. 
CaoATB on Tuesday laat, waa conaiderad and 
agreed to, as followa: 

Rerafxil, That the PrMident b« reqoMtad to oommiui. 
cate to the Senate, If not incompatible with U>e public In- 
torett, the initmetioiu'giTeD to the lata commUioiier to 
China, and aoy commiiQication made diractlj to that gov. 
anuDent 

CHICKASAW AND CHOCTAW FUNDS. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Mbuuck yes- 
terday, was taken up and read as follows: 

R—knd, That the Secretarr of Wax report to the Sniate 
the names of all penoni who nave, lince the tnt Januarj, 
1840, received any itoclt of the United 8tatei,or of any State, 



money, certi&ate.Mourity, or other property, the amount!, 
datei, and namea respectively, with the aathoiily under 
which lach payments wen each made, and the coniidei*. 
tion of iuch ttanifer. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved ao to amend the reao- 
lution as to extend Uie inqttiry to the Cboctaws 
alao; and 

Mr. FOSTER moved to further amend the reso- 
lution, by adding the following: 

"And farther that he communicate to tUe Senate wlutber 
at any time appUcationi were made by the Chickaww com- 
miaaionan to have the amounts due to the incompetents and 
orphans of their tribe paid over to tfaelr reepecttve claim- 
ante, and the answer of the department to such ara>Ucations. 
And also the decision* of the lata Secretary of^War, Mr. 
Poinsett, and of the sabsequent Seontary of War, in rela- 
tion to said Itonds; and that he Airaish copies of such com- 
munications relative to tha subject a* may be on lUe in his 
department 

Mr. MERRICK accepted the amendmenta; imd 
the resolution, as thus modified, was agreed to. 
LAKK DEFENCES. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Fotrca yester- 
duy was considered and agreed to, viz; 

Raclctd, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
to report to Congress, at its next session, the present 
means of naval defence on the lakes, together with uie best 
plan for providing for the genera] defence in that quarter, 
whether Dy the ship canal of Illinois or otherwise. 

The bill to extend the national road to the city of 
Alton, on the Miasiaaippi river, came up in oiuer, 
but was again laid on the table for the preaenU 

Mr. MERRICK, fW>m the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, the House bill for the relief of Dunning 
R. McNair. 

OREGON BILL. 

The bill to organize a government for the Oregon 
Territory, and for other purposes, came up in order 
for consideration aa in committee of the whole. 

Mr. ARCHER said he had no doubt when the 
Senate entered into the consideration of this bill it 
would be much discussed. He supposed it was 
not in the contemplation of the chairman of the 
select commitiee who htul charge of this bill to en- 
ter into its consideration then. He therefore moved 
to lay it upon theitablc: agreed to. 

On mouon by Mr. BERRIEN, the bill granting 
appeals in caaes of bankruptcy was taken up for 
consideration aa in committee of the whole, on an 
amendment reported by the Judiciary Committee. 



The amendment bsine agreed to, tiie bill was re- 
ported to the Senate; wKan 

Mr. CHOATE remarked that the senator firom 
North Carolina, IMr. Hatwoob,] who took great 
intereat in the bill, was absent, and moved that it be 
p as s e d by informally. 

The bill was accordingly passed by for the prciK 
ent. 

Several other bills, coming up in their tvder on ^^ 
the calendar, were passed by informally. •^ 

The bill for the relief of John S. Ruaswurm, 
heir and legal representative of William Ru aa w ui ui, 
deceased, waa taken up and considered aa in com- 
mittee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engroased tor a third reading. 

Mr- ARCHER remariced that thia waa the morn- 
ing upon which he had intended to call up the UU, 
upon ita third reading, for the aacertainment of 
American claima for French, spcdiations prior to 
1800; but, aa the honorable aenator from Sotith Car- 
olina, [Mr. McDtJFriE,] at whose instanee the bSI 
was laid aside the other day, waa not in hia seat, be 
would defer his motion tin to-morrow, to ask the 
Senate to eonaider the bill. 

ANNEXATION OF TSXA8. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the proposition to post- 
pone indefinitely the resolution or the House of Rep- 
resentatives for annexing Texas to the United 
States. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, who waa entitled to the floor, 
made a moat powerful argument showing the oon- 
stitntionality and expediency of admitting Texas, by 
joint resolution, into the union of the States. When 
ne concluded — 

Mr. RIVES obtained the floor, at whose instance 
the subject waa passed over informally till to-mor- 
row. 

The PRESIDENT pro tsst. laid before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting certain doeumenia relating to the ease 
of Silas Green; which, on motion of Mr. BENTON, 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER gave notice to the Senate of his 
intention to introduce a proposition to fix an earlier 
hour for the meeting of the Senate, to enable two 
apeeches a day to be made on the Texas question. 
IOWA AND FLORIDA. 

A message waa received from thftHotiae, accom- 
panied by Uie act for the admission of the States of 
Iowa and Florida into the Union; which were read 
twice, with the view of commitment. 

Mr. WALKER remarked that it was so near the 
dose of the session, that it was neoeaeary that this 
act should have theprompt and speedy sction of 
some committee. He, therefbre, in order t« facili- 
tate the matter, and 'with the hope of having the act 
passed this session, moved its reference to a selea 
committee. , 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that it be refened 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that it be referred to the 
Territorial Committee, if it be not referred to a se- 
lect committee. 

The question being put On the motion to refer to 
the Judiciary Comnuttee — 

Mr. WAlKER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken resulted: yeas 
34, naya 23, as follows: 

YCA8.— Messrs. Archar, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Barriaa, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, .Evans, Foster, Fiaa* 
cis. Huntington, Jaraagin, Johnson, Mangtim, Msniok, 
Miller, Merehead, Fortar, Bives, Simmons, Upham, and 
Woodridga— 34. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Allan, Ashley, Atchison, Atheiton, Bag. 
by, I Benton, Bteese, Buchanan, Dickinson, Diz, FairfMd, 
Uannegan. Huger, Lewis, tMcDuOe, Nilea, gemple, Ser^r, 
Btotgeon.Tappan, Walker, White, and Woodbury— 31. 

So the bill was refened to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive busiiiess; 
and, afUr some time spent therein. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAV, February 14, 1845. 
The journal of yesterday waa read and approved. 

NAVT PENSIONS. 
Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways snd 
Means, reported a bill making appropriationa for 
the payment of navy penaiona for tne year ending 
30th June, 1846; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 
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Mr. J. A. WRIGHT movad that the rules be 
mispended that the Houae might resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
On this motion no quorum voted. 

Mr. COBB moved a call of the House; and on 
.(his he called for the yeas and nayx, which were 
ordered; and bein^ taken, resulted: yeas 55r<iays 55. 
The Chair voted in the affirmative. So the House 
agreed to have a call of the House. 

A quorum having collected, the further proceed- 
ing under the call were dispensed with. 

The vote was then taken bv Messrs. J. P. Kbn- 
NEDT and J. A. Wmght as tellers on the motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and they reported 83 in the alHrmative, and 
36 in the negative. The House accordingly resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. Jameiok in the chair. 

CUMBERLAI^D ROAD. 

Mr. J. A. WRIGHT was successful above many 
competitors for the floor, and moved to take up the 
Senate bill making appropriations for the conunua-' 
tion of the Cumberland road. 

Messrs. HARALSON, McKAY, ANDREW 
KENNEDY, COBB, TIBBATTS, and other gen- 
tlemen, gave notice, respectively, of bills which 
they should move to take up, in case the motion of 
Mr. Wriciit failed. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood thus 
— ayes 58, noes 58 — a lie. 

The Chair voted in the affirmative. 

So the bill appropriatine $106,000 for the contin- 
uation of the Cumberland road in Ohio, $150,000 
for the same purpose in Indiana, and il50,000 in 
Illinois, was taken up and read by the Clerk. 

Mr. HALE asked if it would be in order to move 
to report this bill, with a recommendation that it be 
rejected. 

REGULAR APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. McKAY, chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, said it was known to the House 
that there were only two weeks remuning of the 
session. There were several important appropria- 
tion bills yet to be passed. It was desirable that 
they should be sent to the Senate at as early 
a day as possible, that the amendments which 
that body might make could be returned to 
the House, in otder to be acted upon by them. In 
order to test the sense of the committee, he would 
move, therefore, that this bill be laid aside, in or- 
der to proceed at once with the regular appropria- 
tion bins. It was known, as this was a Senate bill, 
it could be acted on at any time during the three 
last days of the session. 

A disorderly conversation arose, and a stru^le 
on the part of the friends of the bill— Mr. DAVIS 
of Indiana, Mr. STEENROD, Mr. STEWART 
ofPenn.syIvania,and others — to prevent the proposed 
disposition of the bill, which they considered equiva- 
lent to its rejection for this session. 

The question was finally taken, and the motion 
was agreed to — ayes 74, noes 66. 

So the bill was laid aside. 

Mr. McKAY now proposed to the committee to 
proceed with the consideration of the regular appro- 
priation bills. He moved to take up the navy pen- 
sion bill. 

FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana raised the point of order, 
that the bill appropriating for the improvement of 
t;ie Fox and Wisconsin rivers was pending when the 
commiiiee rose yeitterday, on which the honorable 
delegate from Wisconsin (Mr. Dodge] was entitled 
t^ the floor; hence the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means [Mr. McKat] could not get the 
floor to make his motion. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
thus deciding that the bill pending yesterday was the 
liill now before the committee, and on it, that Mr. 
Dodge of Wisconsin was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana (iMr. D. yielding the floor) 
wuhdrew the amendment which he had offered yes- 
terday. 

After a few remarks in advocacy of the bill, Mr. 
DODGE moved that it be laid aside to be reported 
to the House. 

Mr. OWEN said, that he was glad to perceive, 
that the inoiioii of his colleagu* [Mr. J. W. Davis] 
to nmem! this hill had been withdrawn. And he 
rose now merely to reply to some rcmarkf, which 
had been called forth from the present chairman 
[Mr. Ja.meson] during yesterday's debate on the 
bill now under consideration; which remarks ap- 
plied, however, to another bill in which his (Mr. 



Cs) constituenbi were deeply interested. He al- 
luded to a bill for a grant of lands to the State of 
Indiana, to aid her in completing her great canal, 
connecting the waters of Im« Erie vtth those of 
the Ohio river. With reference to that bill, the 
present chairman [Mr. Jameion] had remarked, 
that Indiana was one of those States that had 
already received, in aid of her public improvements, 
a large amount of lands, and was still demanding 
more. It was trae, the bill alluded to wsv now 
lyingin Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, having passed the Senate both at the last and 
present sessions; at the present sessioD under the 
yess and nays, by a vote of 31 to 8. It was true 
also, that that biU asked a grant of land. But that 
grant was not asked (as the gentleman's ai«uiiient 
seemed to imply) as a favor n-om the UnitedStatea. 
The land tisked for was, the alternate sections in 
the land district, every acre of which had been thirty- 
tight years in market. And the express condition 
on which it was to be granted, was, that 
tfie State of Indiana should complete the canal 
in question. That tanal was 450 miles in 
length; sf which 350 milea were already com- 
pleted; a gap of about 100 miles (partially worked) 
remained incomplete; and that incomplete line ran 
directly through the land district (the Vinoennes 
district) where the lands were asked. The giant 
was asked on the ground, that if that hundred miles 
of canal were completed, (of which if the lands were 
not granted there was no nope,) the land remaining 
to toe United States, thoti^h diminished by on«- 
half tit quoHtitji, would not, in point of fact, be di- 
minished by one dollar in value. He believed there 
was not a man well acquainted with the character 
and situation of the lanss in question, who would 
not sgree in this opinion. The simple circumstance 
that these lands had been offered, and offered in 
vain, through more than a generation of men, at.a 
dollar and a quarter, might alone furnish evidence, 
either that theu: price should be reduced, or some- 
thing done to give them additional value. As it 
was, they were valueless, unsaleable stock on the 
hands of the United States. The graduation bill 
now pending in this House proposes to reduce the 
price of sucn lands to J\fty cents; another proposal 
would have reduced them to twentifjive cents. Ths 
bill of which he was speaking would be, in fact, but 
equivalent to a reduction of the price of the whole 
lands in that district to sixUj-ttco and a hatf teriU. 
And, in addition to this, this canal bill secured to 
the United States, what of course no graduation 
bill docs, the free right of way from the luteS to the 
Ohio, a valuable privilegs; in war it might be a 
highly important one. 

if, then, the remarks of the gentleman to whom 
he was now addressing hinnsetf, [Mr. Jame- 
son,] were to be construed as an assertion that 
this grant of lands to Indiana was a favor asked of 
the United States, he (Mr. 0.) must protest against 
that construction. It was asked, indeed, as that 
which would greatly benefit that State, and which 
might essentially aid her in relieving herself from a 
burdensopie debt; but it was not asked as taking 
tonutinng' from the United States. Speculators, 
prompted by motives of self-interest alone, frequent- 
ly give away the alternate k>ts of a town, when of 
small value and of dull sale, on the condition that 
improvements be made thereon. They do this, not 
as a sacrifice; not as any favor to those who take the 
lots. They do it on deliberate conviction that they 
shall be gainers by iu And experience shows that 
they calcuhkte wisely. So it has hitherto been with 
grants of land to Indiana. They have encour- 
aged the rapid settlement of the country; the n^iid 
sale of the public lands. They have built up towns, 
cities, settlements, where the forest, but for such 
policy, would yet remain in unbroken solitude. 

On such grounds, applying with espeoial force in 
the present ceise, is the grant of lands asked for this 
canal. And, in this view of it, surely it is no just 
argument against it, that such grants have heretofore 
been made to our State. 

He (Mr. 0.) owed tlie committee, perhaps, an 
apology for introducing this subject at the present 
time; the canal bill in question not being now under 
discussion. But he was not willing the gentleman 
[Mr. Jameson] should remain unanswered; and he 
feared, that, as this session was drawing to a close, 
he might not have another opportunity so to do 
He feared, that, when this bill came up, as he hoped 
and believed it would in a day or two, there would 
be little or no time afforded for discussion or expla- 
nation at all. It would be voted for, probably, un- 
der the previous question. With the merits of the 



case, and the principle involved (uOy undeoMood, he 
(Mr, O.) felt assured it would pass by a Urge w^ 
jority. And it was to prevent a miaeoncepUon of 
that principle, and briefly to state the merits of the 
case, that ne had risen. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House; and proceeded to advo- 
cate the motion in order that the Cumberiaod road 
bill, to-which gentlemen seemed disposed to give the 
go-by, might be taken up and brought to a direct vote 
m the House, that the country might know what 
course this Congi«ss were disposed to taks upon iL 
In the course of his remarks, dirteted to the impar> 
tance of the Cumberland road bill, he was callM to 
order by Mr. C. Johnsow. 

After some fiirther remarks firom Mr. Scbbsck, 
and Mr. C. Jorhsok, 

The question was first put an the motion to by 
the bill aside, resulting in ayes 44, noes 46. 

No quorum voting, a second count was had, whea 
the question was deuded in the iMgolive, ayes 56, 
noes 64. 

The question recurring on laying the bill acide to 
be reported, 

Mr. COLLAMER rose, and expressed his oppo 
sition to iL He objected to the gensial ^Temmem 
entering into the business of camd making, which 
was a new experiment in our history. He objeetf 
ed also, that the object in view could not be •ccom- 
plished by this bill, for the canal was to be con- 
structed out of the avails of the pablic lands, yet it 
was to be done at once — a matter utterly impraclica. 
ble. 

Mr. C.JOHNSON moved to amend the biU by 
striking out from the 3d section the following^ "that 
the topographical engineers, under the control and 
direction of the Secretary of War, ahall czuise the 
said improvement and canal to be constructed ia 
such manner, and upon such plans and eatimous, 
as shall have been previouoly prepared and aubnuV- 
ted to the said secretary, and approved by faiia, 
provided the entire cost to the UnitMl States of said 
work shall not exceed the value of said lands hereby 
appropriated;" and also, to strike out the following 
words from the same section: "and as sooo as the 
Territory of Wisconsin shall be admitted aa a Stats 
into the Union, the said canal and improvemaols 
shall become the property of the people of such 
State: Provided that the convention which ahaB 
form a constitution for said State shall, in that 
instrument, sgree to accept said canal and imprors- 
ment. 

This amiendment being agreed to. 

The bill was tiien laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee take ap 
the bill makmg appropriations for the navy peaaaiMa 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1846. 

Mr. WELLER said he had been making aevenl 
efforts to get up the bill to extend the right of suf- 
frage in the Distria of Columbia. 

The question was put on the motion of Mr. Mc- 
Kat, and carried. 

So the nav V pension bill was token up. 

No amendment being offered, on moiiiHiofMr. 
McKAY, the bill was laid aside to be reported. 
HILITART ACADEMT. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the bill maldng ap- 
propriations for the support of the Military Acade- 
my for the year ending June 30, 1846, was take* 
up. 

Mr. McKAY said, at the last session a good dsd 
was said in ree;ard to this Military Academy. The 
subject was uien under consideration by the Mili^ 
tary Committee, who made an excellent report; aad, 
among other things, proposed to r^uoe the pay of 
cadets to |10 per month, and various other changes. 
Since this bill was reported by the Committee td 
Ways anA Means, the committee had consohed with 
the chief engineer, and they now, in concurreftce 
with his views, advised the adoption of an ameod- 
ment reducing the pay of a cadet to |12, (it was now 
|16,) and two rauons, equivalent to 90 cenU a day. 
They therefore proposed an amendment dedaria; 
the future pay of cadets should be $24 per month ia 
lieu of the present pay and all emoluments; which 
amounted now to 128. 

He sent up to oe read a letter from the chief en- 
gineer expressing the opinion put forth in his aa- 
nual report that such a reduction might consistency 
be made. The committee proposed amendmeDis is 
the bill to conform to those which reduce the aggie- 
grate amount of the bill about $12,500. 

Mr. THOMASSON favored all proper ecfHaoBt 
in the support of this accademy, as well aa in u: 
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ther branches of expenditure for the support of the 
jvernmeiit; but he was fearful that this extfeme 
iducuon "would prove but false economy. He 
lought tt>« cadjiitr should be supported, as a general 
lie, in a oMSiner equal to their style of liring at 
ome, if the institution was to be continued. 

Mr. TJUNCAN said he would like to know, be- 
ire they progressed flirther in this bill, what was 
le number of cadets at tiiis time, of enduate cadets, 
r unoccupied lieutenants, &c. He complained 
luch of the extravagances and abuses in the army 
nd navy, and wanted explanation of the aston- 
ihinj^lact of these enormous amounts annually for 
le support of so small an army and navy — appro- 
riatio.ns, -which he undertook to say, were double 
ie<appropriatioas -for the navy and army of Great 
Britain, in proportion to their respective numbers. 
Vhy was it that a redaction had not been made? 
'hey had been attempted time after time by the 
emocrats, but opposed and prevented by the wnigs, 
>^lher with a few cork-leg democrats. [Laughter.] 

He would now proceed to other tbiiws which it 
raa lawful to speak of in Committee of the Whole 
n ihe state of the Union — where he liked to speak, 
>r the reaaon that he could touch upon any suDJect 
le felt desirous of offering to this bill, or to some 
ther likely to pass, an amendment appropriating 

5.000 for the purpose of investigating the frauds 
1 the recent election. He was procMding Ip dis- 
nss the amendment, and to enlarge on the import- 
ncc of maintaining unimpaired the purity of the 
lective franchise; when 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY called him to order, on 
lie ground of irrelevancy of remark to the bill be- 
jre them. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order— 
lius deciding Mr. Duncan's remarks to be out of 
rdcr. 

Some conversalion ensued oo points of order. 

Air. KENNEDY withdrew his o^eetion. 

Mr. "WINTHROP called on the Chair to enforce 

1.1 own opinion, by calling the gentleman the order. 
Mr. DUJVCAN asked Ihe gentleman to dsfine 

irhnt hie qurslion of order was. 

Mr. WINTHROP declined, and said he would 
p«ve it tr> the House. 

.Mr. DUr-JCAN eoHtinurd. He believed he vraa 
in the subject of the investigation of frauds in tlee- 
ions. This investigation was going on by older of 
he Senate, and an appropriation was made for it; 
nd if there was any confidence in the justice and 
mparticdity of this investigation, no one would ob- 
eci to it. But such was the character of the com- 
iiission, such was the object for which it was 
.itnhlished, there could be no confidence in it. A 
irhi^ Senate appointing a whig commission would 
c3uU in a report to show democratic frauds; but 
hey would take care never to report a whig fraud. 
ie had some knowledge on this subject, and tefei^ 
ed to the grossest frauds and foreeries that had 
leen perpetrated in Ihe Slate of Qeoreia — one of 
i/hich was a forged circular signed by Lord Aab- 
'urton, inviting the friends of free trade to call at 
lis House in New York, and receive what money 
hey pleased. Another circular was sent to the 
vhig voters, promising to each voter his share of 
he proceeds of the public lands to induce him to 
ote for Henry Clay, it is by means of such frauds 
.nd forgericH as these that free governments have 
iillon. it was the first step towards corruption in 
tome, when men were bribed out of the public crib. 
^Ir. D. went on lo explain numerous other frauds 
tnd devices that had been resorted to by the whig 
wrty to secure the election of Mr. Clay. He had 
iev«r seen any frauds in the denvocntic party in the 
vide extent be had travelled, nor any attempt to de- 
'ise a system of fraud. 

The whole cnei^ics of the democratic party were 
lireetcd to detect and ward off the frauds aiid shin- 
ItTs of tlirir opponents. He spoke of the system 
idopied in Tennessee to break down by slander and 
'nisrepresanlntion every prominent friend of Col. 
Polk; and instanced the outrageous slander circu- 
ited Uy a minister of the gospel in Tennessee, [Mr. 
Brownlow,] on General Jackson, which originated 
vith Governor Jones, and which, after the efeetion, 
•fas proved on Governor Jones. Jf he waa wrong 



in this statement, he called on some gentleman to 
correct him. Ha knew it only from \he public pa- 
pers. He spoke of the forged jotimals jnisrepre- 
senting the votes of Col. Folk on the pension laws, 
and toe infamous shuider invented against the 
grandfather of Col. Polk, when they found they 
could say nathing against him. He next spoke 
of the frauds and slanden practised in Ohio, one of 
which was the monstrous statement in two of the 
Cincinnati papera, that James K. Polk was in the 
constant habit of branding his negroes with the letr 
tera J. K. P. He did not know what remedies 
were to be found for such frauds and foiceries, but 
he would, at all evenu, call thekattentton of the 
American people to them. The Roorback and Bu> 
ney forgeries were also noticed and commented on, 
and he observed that, although the latter was exposed 
by Mr. Bimey himself, it was done too late to re- 
pair the injury it had inflicted. This forgery was 
penietrated by the oential whig committae of Ohio, 
and endorsed by the central whig committee of In- 
diana. There seemed to be, in a certain portion of 
the country, a prostration of everything like moral- 
ity and American feeling; and, as an instaoee of it, 
he mentioned a fact that he bad witnessed himself, 
that, at a whig procession in Ohio, the flag was 
ctuTied at the head of the proceasion by a convict 
just from the penitentury. Judges, lawyers, and 
ladies, too, followed in this procession with the 
felon who had just come out of the penitentiary. 
He referred to the general system of bribery that 
had been practised m Indiana and New York, of 
which he cited several cases. 

He wanted to give some distinguishing^ character- 
istics of the party opposed to the democratic party. 
They were the oii firm — the old federal party, un- 
der whatever name they might chance to appear 
for the time being. They had exhaasted the wnole 
vocabolarr; but that they were substantially die 
old federal party he proo«»ded to prove, by tracing 
several points of resemblance between the actions 
of the two. The first he mentioned was their mode 
of eleetioneerine; and in that, caricaturing was one 
strong' mode relied •«», the same which had been 
practised by the same party in former times, in 
abnderof Jefferson— several of which caricatures in 
bis possession he described, snd jnve iM>dce that he 
should publish in his speech. The same mode of 
aifument they need against measures — against the 
annexation of Texas, as they bod used against the 
aiMIuisition of Louisiana. He had eofllnhandbills, 
sstling forth the victims of General Jackson's bar- 
faarily, which had also been tised by the whigs 
aaannt General Jackson— also caricatures of Mr. 
Van Buren — ^which be intended to publish in his re- 
marks, when he would comment on them more at 
large. 

Mr. D.'e hour having expired — \'«* 

Mr. W£NTWORTH addressed the Chalx, and 
offered to yield for explanation to Mr. Domcmt. 

Objections were made to this, and were sustaiiied 
by the Chair. 

Mr. HARALSON replied to that portion of the 
^ remarks of the gentleman fW>m Ohio [Mr. Dmicur] 
which were pertinent to the bill before the commit-, 
tee, viz.: in relation to the composition of the mili- 
tary academv. It was a little singular that the gen- 
tleman should be found objeoting to this bill, which 
proposed a large reduction in the appropriations for 
this academy. He went into a general defence of 
the bravery and efficiency of tie officers of the 
army. 

Mr. DUNCAN interposed, and wished to in- 
quire of the gentleman if General ScoU did not go 
into Florida with an army of 14,000 men, and not 
kill a single squaw or papoose? 

Mr. HARALSON knew not so particularly about 
this case; but no party ties or prejudices could pre- 
vent him from saying that that officer had always 
been found discharging his duties with gallantry 
and honor to himself and his country, whenever iu 
peaorand its interests wer^ jeoparded, as his action 
at the northern lakes and many other piortions of the 
country certified. 

Mr. DUNCAN propounded several other inqui- 
ries, whi6h were repned to by 

Mr. HARALSON, who then proceeded to exam- 
ine and justifjMhe policy of the govenunent in *q*- 



taining, dnriiig a time of peace, a skeleton amy, 
whose merits he defended with some warmth. 

Mr. HARALSON thought this a very inappre- 
priate time to attack the turmy, when many of oui 
political opponents believed that then was a danger 
of war. 

Mr. DUNCAN wished the gentleman to inform 
him how many officers of the navy were now re- 
ceiving pay without rendering any aervice. 

Mr. HARAUSON replied that he was not a omm- 
her of the Committee on Naval Affiurs, and that 
branch of the service did not come mder lus super> 
vision. % ^ 

Mr. R. SldlTH did not liae for the purpose of 
making a speedi, but could not let this occasion 
pass without saying something in regard to this 
military academy. He was satisfied that we never 
should have an dHoient army while this iiatttutioa 
existed. Tiie ^ipointmenta of cadets were in most 
cases made from the sons of the rich aad net of the 
poor, and the brave and raeritoriona soldier was ef- 
fectually cut off from any chance of eve»risingm 
the army — thus destro^ngthe best means of hcnng 
an efficient army. No gentleman ooold oontradiet 
what be said. So far as his observation extended, 
nine-tenths of those appointed ware the sons of rteh 
men, or men in hign plaoesj who had influence 
enough to reach the appointing power; while the 
sons of poor men, who had not such influence, were 
passed oy. The very nature of the institution was 
such as to put in the army men who have no mfli- 
tary spirit or military talents. The yeang men who 
went there obtained'good edncetioas— indeed, the 
best educations the country eotild furnish, and were 
also paid for being educated. If this system of edu- 
cation at the pulwc expeilM waa to be carried out, 
let it be done more extensively; let iu benefits be 
more widely diffused among the States, by appro- 
priating to eaeh its share of the money to be ex- 
pended for education. He believed that, if this in- 
stitution was abolished, and it was generally known 
that the government would give oommissiom in Ihe 
army to those who hove muitary predilections, and 
who would ({ualify themselves, then would « be « 
plenty of applicants to fill the ranks of the amy. 

This system brought many young men in tbar 
army who never intended to remain m it; but who 
went to West Point for the purpose of getting goad 
educations. Push yoang men resigneid whenever 
they found the service arauous and dangerous, as 
they did in the time of the Florida war. He did 
not intend to make any charge prejudicial to those 
offioera who resigned their commissions. Thev 
were freemen, and l|»d a right to do as thev pleesea, 
and the flnik was not so much thein aa that of the 
system. 

He felt a Httle sensitive, neihapa, <m this subject, in 
consequence of the maiUOT in which he and his con- 
stituents were treated, when appointments ware 
made last spring. He had the honor of represent- 
ing on that floor one of the oldest portions of the 
western country, and which was settled as long ago 
as Philadelphia. His district was refused an ap- 
pointaent, while districts which, a few yean ago, 
were inhabited only by red men, received the ap- 
pointments. 

Mr. S. explained the grounds en wbv^ the Btai^ 
tary of War decided against his district. He had 
nathing to say against Uie bv«a shewn to the othsr 
districts in his SMe; but he did not believe they 
would have encountered the hardships and dangeta 
which his oonstihienu had, for all the fitvore that 
oould be dispensed by this institution. He waa 
net disposed to Isavaso important an aflbir as the 
officering our army to the discretion of one man. 
He thought a better system should be devised for 
making the appointments in so important a branch 
of the public service. He bad always bean oppoesd 
to the West Point Academy, befieying it to be 
wrong in policy, and mischievous in its effects, and 
he trusted in God that he always would be against it. 

Mr. S. CARY exprcMed his objections in the 
strongest terms to the West Point Academv. He 
believed its effects on the army were to reduce the 
private* lo the lowest possible scale of degrtulation. 
Every soldier who now enlists was forever debarred 
from the possibility of rising to distinction. The 
door of promotion ww dosed against bim, and he 
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was kept in the army as a mere machine and ser- 
vant of the privil^d classes who get commissions 
through a West iroint education. As an instance 
of the Kttle consideration paid to the claims of those 
who have the misfortune to be privates in the army, 
he mentioned the case of an old lady who had 
trarcllcd on to Washington during the most inclem- 
ent scaaon, to solicit the discharge of bsr-son, who 
hid been entrapped into an enlistment by one of the 
recruiting officers. What was the answer to tliis 
application by the man who, so far as the private 
soldier is concerned, has not a drop ofwann blood 
in his heart? She luid no relations in high places in 
the army, and no wealthy and influential connec- 
tions, and her application was refus^. The old lady, 
complaining to him of her sad case, said that, if she 
had heard of the death of her son, it woiJd not have 
grieved her so much as his present situation. The 
idea of his being disgraced and prevented from ever 
\ 4bing of any service to her or himself, was what she 
could not bear. And this was too true. What was 
the opinion of the country of a discharged soldier^ 
Why, he was looked upon as a degradea being, and 
was as much avoided as if he had been Just dis- 
charged from the penitentiary. Was that the con- 
dition that a soldier should be placed in? No. He 
should be regarded as one entitled to th« respect of 
his fellow-citizens as a defender of bis country, and 
as one who might in time rise to ths highest offices 
in the army. If, on the other hand, the door to 
promotion was left open to the private soldier, it 
would stimulate his exertions, and cause him to 
improve himself in his profession, so as to be capa- 
ble of filling, with credit to himself and advantage 
to his country, the offices he might be called on to 
fill. He would ask if it was consistent with our 
democratic institutions to confine the commissions 
in the arihy to a privileged class, and debar the sol- 
diers, no matter how meritorious, from ever rising 
in their profession? 

Mr. FISH would ask the gentleman if he could 
point out any law or usage which prevented pri- 
vates in the army from receiving commissions. 

Mr. GARY said he would use the Yankee privi- 
lege of answering the gentleman's question, by 
asking him if he knew of (my case where a private 
had been promoted. 
Mr. FISH said he knew of several. 
Mr. GARY said that he never knew of one, though 
he had seen a great deal of the army, and lived near a 
military garrison for many years. But he would 
say to the gentleman that one swallow did not make 
a summer; and if the gentleman know of a few iso- 
lated cases where privates had been promoted, it 
did not show that the practice he allwded to did not 
exist. It had been said that the miK'ary academy 
was necessary, because, without it, it was impossi- 
ble to have officers properly qualified for the various 
posts in the army. Now, how did they get sur- 
geons for the army and navy? They did not edu- 
cate them at the public expense; and yet the army 
and navy surgeons were generally equal to any 
others of their profeision in the- country. The edu- 
cation of a surgeon was more difficult and more 
costly than that necessary to command a company; 
and yet there were found a plenty of young men, 
who, having been educated at the expense of their 
parents, were applicants for situations in the army 
and navy. He believed that if Congress would re- 
quire a eertain military education for appointments 
in the army, and appoint a board of examiners to 
ascertain the qualifications of the applicants, as was 
the case with regard to army and navy surgeons, 
there would be more applications from persons 
qnalified at thier own expense than there would be 
commissions to be^aiw. He believed, however, 
that resistance to this bill was useless. It was im- 

fossible to curtail the patronage of tliis governnaent 
t was daily increasing, and he feared it would be 
iniposaible to arrest iu progress. To show that a 
military academy was not necessarr to educate offi- 
cers for the army, Mr. C. referred to the British 
army as one of the Lest disciplined in the world, 
though the British govenunent had no such institu- 
tion to educate its officers. The commissions in 
thixt service were purchased by the individuals who 
obtained them, instead of being paid for accepting 
them, as in our service. 

He referred to the fact that many of the officers 
of the army who had resigned, and refused to do 
their duty in the Uoubles in Florida, had been taken 
up since that time, and placed in higher stations. 

But thay were told that we did not know what 
was before us; and therefore we must keep up this 
niilil2uy academy, this skeleton army. Uwar Hi 



come, we would find it a "skeleton army" indeed! 
We must rely for national defence on the citizen 
soldier, who was thoroughly and practically conver- 
sant with men, and the common things of life, with 
which tbe^ gentlemen did not deign to fttmiliarize 
themselves. What distinguished officers had gradu- 
ated in this school? Washington did not. His 
firiend near hrra,- [General Dodge,] who had done 
valiant service in the cause of his country, had not 
graduated there. One important element of strength 
and enterprise in Bonaparte's army was, that the 
doors of promotion were thrown open to all who 
merited it; but here the door was closed to all ex- 
cept the few who foimd favor, and, by the aid of 
members of Congress, were appointed cadets. 
Mr. C. having concluded— 
Mr. PARMENTER said, notwiUislanding the 
repeated objections they had heard raised against 
this military academy from year to year, he was not 
<]uite satisfied that it should be abolished; for be be- 
lieved great adi^tages were derived from it. Al- 
though many of the cadets might not accomplish 
much, still, the one advantage of its affording a uni- 
form system of military discipline and tactics — the 
influences of which reached the people through the 
cadets, who went forth into various sections of the 
country — more than competisated for the expendi- 
tures for its support. The gentlemim referred to 
Napoleon's army. Napoleon niroself was educated 
at a military school, and had found it necessary to 
establish military schools in France, which were 
considered one of the most important classes of 
schools. He noticed and replied to several other 
points taken by Mr. Cart. 

In reply to the complaint of Mr. Ditncan of the 
great number of supernumeraries in the navy, he 
proceeded to point out several reasons why the num- 
ber of officers in the navy could not be reduced to 
that number whose aervices only were necessary at 
one time. One of these was that occasional respites 
were necessary to enable those to recruit who had 
been off in distant sickly re^ons. Another reason 
was the justice of continuing in commission, al- 
though they were not all the time in active service, 
those who had signalized thenuelves and honored 
their country by past services. He glanced at some 
of the brilliant exploits hsrelflfore performed 
by our navy, and deprecated the injustice of so 
broad-sweeping denunciation of the officers -of the 
navy as "epauletted loafers," &c., as they were 
styled by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan.] 
He acknowledged that the number might be re- 
duced, and at the proper time he intended to offer 
an amendment for this purpose. As the general 
debate seemed likely ta arise on this bill, and for 
fear of not having another oppiHtunity, he would 
briefly give his views on this subject. There were 
but two grades in which there was supernumerary 
officers, viz. commanders and captains; and there 
were other grades in which there was a deficiency. 
He read a statement of the number to which it 
would be consistent to reduce the number of the 
officers in those two grades, and eave notice of 
amendments in accordance therewith, which he in- 
tended, to offer when the bill came up. 

Mr. HALE spoke of the institution as an anoma- 
ly in our government, and utteiiy at variance with 
our democratic institutions. He considered it 
aristocratic in its tendency, and unworthy of the 
patronage of the government. In reference to the 
remark of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
FisB,] that privates were not excluded from com- 
missions in the artiiy, he went on to contend that 
they were, in practice, effectually cut off; and fui> 
ther, that those citizens who, after having passed 
their, examinations, were notified by the Secretary 
of War that they would receive commissions as 
soon as vacancies occurred, were dismissed without 
any proper excuse on the part of the government 
There was no possibility of a pnvate beuig 
promoted. The gulf between a private ana 
an officer was as impassable as that between 
Lazarus and Dives; and the private, instead of 
being stimulated to the perfomance of his duty 
by the hopes of promotion, was kept down and dis- 
r^;anlcd by the privileged class which a species of 
favoritism placed above him. He recollected tlie 
consternation that was produced in that hall when 
the Committee on Accounts reported the defalca- 
tions of their clerk to the amount of $30,000 or 
$40,000. If gentlemen would turn to the report 
which was made at the lost session on the expendi- 
tures of the Florida squadron, these defalcations of 
the clerk would, in comparison, sink into utter in- 
significance. If any man coi)ld lool(.$t that report 



and see the corruption there displayed, and not bhuh 
'for his country, he was much mistaken. Cro kwk 
at that report, and then throw open the doon of 
vour treasury, and tell every man to come in mi 
load himself till he staggers under the weight, and 
he will have but a pittance compared with the pick- 
ings and stealings of the Fiorioa war. Mr. B. re- 
ferred to a few of tke items charged for the use o( 
ths Florida squadron. Irish potatoes were chai^ 
at $5 a barrel, and even an empty barrel woa char;ged 
at $5. The barrel, whether full, er as empty as liic 
whig promises of 1840, were still charged at $i. 
The commander of this aqoadren, [Lieut. McLaogk- 
lin,] who made these extravannt expenditures, u- 
steaJd (rf' receiving any reproof from the than Secre- 
tary of the Navy, [Mr. Heoshaw,] was actually 
paid some five or six thousand dollars in addition for 
disbursing all this money. . 

The aame man actea both as purser and oob- 
mander of the squadron. The purser paid out the 
money, and the aame man, as commander, approved 
the expenditure. There was not a shadow of a 
check on the most profligate expenditurea, and is 
this way thousands were squandered, l^ese bca 
were astounding; but he was sustained in the siaK- 
ment be had made by the report of th6 ooinmitiee, 
to which he begged g^demen to refer. As thii 
subject ot extravagance in the army and navy had 
been brought forward, he bad thought it an appro, 
priate time to call the attentton of the committee w 
the subject. He would ask any gentleman to look 
at the Navy Register, and read the tale that vu 
told there. Look at the list of commandeia, sirij 
of whom were set down as waiting orders; 
that is, thejr were paid something like f 150,000 a 
year for ioiue nothmg. Why, there were moi is 
his section of the country who would do this for 
half the money. He entreated the committee oo 
Naval Affairs not to push this bill through. It 
was better there should be no appropriation made, 
until a system of accountability was introduced. He 
had nothing to say against the officers of the navy. 
They were not so bad as the system itself made ibem. 
There was no use in bringing an officer to a couit 
martial, for those by whom ne was to be tried wen 
interested in the very abuses for which he mi^t be 
arraigned. He knew that it was the prendlii^ 
sentiment among the officers of the navy, that 
they were too strong to be touched. He wished 

gentlemen would refer back to the expenditures of 
le navy for twenty or thirty yean, to see how they 
were annually increasing. In the time when ve 
had a war on our handa with one of the moat pow- 
erful of the nations of the earth, the annual expoid- 
itares tfor the navy were about four millions; but, 
in 1840, in a time of perfect peace, they were tes 
millions; and ten millions were asked for now. 

Mr. ISAAC E. MORSE did not believe that thii 
House would, with its eyes open, cut off one of the 
most useful establishments of the country: but he could 
not hear the remarks that had been made, without 
endeavoring to expel some of the delusions that ex- 
isted in regard to the array and navy. So many 
charges had been made of corruption and loaferiaB 
in the navy, that there were some who believed that 
they really existed; and he had been asked by intel- 
ligsntmen, if it was a fact that ten millions a year 
were asked for for the navy. He had listened to 
the remarks of the gentlemen from Ohio and New 
Hampshire, to see if he could hear any charge made 
against them that rested on any foundation; and from 
the most accurate attention to what they said, he 
was convinced that nothing that had been advanced 
by them was anything more than mere denunciation. 
Mr. M. then went mto a defence of the army eta- 
erally, and contended that the institution of West 
Point was necessary to educate men for the army, 
for, without it, they -would not get men who were 
qualified. 

Admitting that the selections of cadets were just- 
ly obnoxious to the complaints that were made 
against them, (which, however, he not believe) be 
contended that this evil was necessarily consequest 
in some degree upon any mode of selection. Abuses, 
if they existed in this establishment, should be cor- 
lected; but were no sufiUcient ground for destroyio; 
it altogether. France bad her Polytechnic school; 
England and all civilized countries had their military 
schools. Young men who were destined for ibe 
legal and the other professions, were put through 
a course of training and education; why should not 
tliose who were destined for the military profession, 
and to whose hands was committed the defence of 
the country, receive the same advantages^ But a 
small proportion of th; cttdet* vbo enincd the 
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Khool passed examinatioD and finally graduated. 
It was objected that eves these migned; he would 
be glad if more resigned. They went out and dif- 
fused abroad in the country the beneficial influences 
of their training as they were called into the militia 
service and other stations. But if they did not re- 
sign — if they continued in coannission — fault was 
found. Thus it appeared thty were complained of, 
whatever course they took. He weis willing rather 
(o increase the appropriations for the support of this 
academy than to reduce them. In conclusion, he 
entered into a wai'm defence of the character, brave- 
ry, and generaV merits of the officers of the army, 
the indiacriminau altacks which were made from 
time to time upon whom he promptly repelled. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the committee rise, 
in order to offer a resolution to terminate the debate; 
but, at the request of several gentlemen, and in the 
hope that the debate would notfurther be continued, 
he withdrew the motion. 

Mr. McKAY ap|)ealed to the committee to allow 
the debate to teminale. The gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. DoncanJ bad made an attack on the ar- 
my and navy, and m the debate which had gone on, 
the gentleman's remarks had been replied to by the 
chairman of the Military Committes, [Mr. Haral- 
soK,] and of the Naval Committee, [Mr. Parhbh- 
TFR.J Whatever abuses m'-ght exist — and he was 
as anxious as aoy gentleman to correct them — this 
was not the place logo into thera, this being a bill 
for the support of the establishment as it existed at 
present; and the appropriations being reduced as far 
as possible, all gentlemen must see the propriety of 
votmg for it — whatever redactions were deemed 
necessary might hereafter be made in the proper 
mode. 

The amendment pending, which reduces the 
amount of appropriation, as explained in Mr. Mc- 
Kay's reaaarks above, was agreed to. 

An amendment of Mr. McKat for the continua- 
tion of barracks at West Point, on certain condi- 
tions, after a word of explaaation by Mr. McKAY, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY oflfered the amendment above allu- 
ded to, providing that, aAer the 30th June, 1845, the 
pay of cadets shall be J24 per mbiiih, in lieu of the 
pay and emoluments now received by them. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to amend iheameod- 
mcnt, so as to reduce the amount fto $29. The 
Committee on Retrenchment had had this subject 
under con.^deration at the last session, and bad 
thought §21 was sufficient. Oth«» gentlemen, how- 
ever, had thou°;ht it should b« $33. 

After a wortlin reply from Mr. McKAY, 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
tl.c amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the original amend- 
ment of Mr<McKAT, was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed 'to. 

The other necessary amendments conforming to 
the latter adopted, were agreed to. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. McKAY moved to take up the army appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. PRATT hoped the gentleman would allow 
the bill approjiriating for the purchase of furnituie 
for the President's House to be taken up. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the comnriittee 
rise. 

Which motion being agreed to— 

The eomrailtec rose, and reported to the House 
the above several bills passed in committee. 

Mr. McKAY proposed that the bills be taken tip 
to be disposed of by the House; and 

MILITARY ACADEMY. 

On his motion, the bill appropriating for the mil- 
itary academy was first taken up, and several of 
the amendments of the committee were concurred 
in without debate or opposition. 

The amcndnvsnt fixing the pay of cadets at |34 
per month being under consideration, 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved an amendment to re- 
duced it to ^iik This he thought ample compensa- 
tion. On this motion, he asked the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

Mr. G. W. JONES said that, as the House was 
thin, he would move an adjournment: rejected. 

Mr. RATHCUN moved the previous question; 
which being seconded, the main question was or- 
dered. 

The main question was first put on the amend- 
•neiit of.Mr. G. W. JoNBs; and it was decided in 
uie negative. 

The main' question was next put on agreeing to 



the amendments made in the Committee of the 
Whole, and decided in the aArmayve. 

Ths bill was then ordered to be engroMtd for a 
third reading. 

Mr. REDING called for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill; which were ordered. 

Mr. MURPUY moved a call of the House: re- 
jected. 

The question was then put on' the passage of 
(he bill, and decided in the affirma^vc — yeas 85, 
nays 43. 

NAVY PBN8I0NS. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the bill making ap- 
firopriations for navy pensions was read the third 
time and passed. 

MARINE HOSPITALS. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, reported a bill making appropria- 
tions for the erection of marine hospitals on the 
western rivers, and fbr the purchase of a site at Bal- 
timore. Mr. K. moved to refer this bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. R. SMITH moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. O. W. JONES moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved that the House ad- 
journ: rejected. 

Mr. COBB moved a call of the House: rejected. 

On molioB of Mr. RATHBUN, 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the membeis 

presenting them: 

Mr. KlRxrATRICK: The petition of the inhabltauta of 
countiei of Middlesex and Somerset, in the State of New 
Jeney, in Cavorof the reduction of postage: refBrred to the 
Committee on the Post, Office and Tost Roads. 

Bj Mr. TIBBAITS: The memorial of A. Montayne and 33 
others, citiKeni of New Orleans, prayinz that Congress 
may pass House bill No. 71, entitled "A bill toamend an act 
entitled 'an act to provide for the better sccority of the 
lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in whole 
or in part by steam,' "approved July 9, 1838: referred to the 
Coramittec of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. MORSt: I'he petition of N. Oroton and 318 oth- 
ers, praying for a reduction of postage. 

By Mr. PflfiSNlX: The petition of ciliiene of New York, 

Slaying that the Inll.recently passed by the Senate for a re- 
action of postage may be adopted by the House of Repre- 
seatatlTes without amendraeut 

By Mr. VIACLAY: The petition of a nnnber ofthe inhabi- 
taatsoftha dty of New York, praying forthe passage of the 
bill which paisod tho Senate on the 7th February, 184S, to 
reduce the rates of poB>a«e. 

By Mr. HAMMKTT: The petition of citiiens of Vieks- 
bui^, Mississippi, prayiifl^ for a reduction of postage: re- 
ferred to the Coniaiittee oT tha Whole on the state of the 
Union. 



IN SENATE. 
Satdrdat, February 15, 1845. 

Mr. FRANCIS presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Albert C. Greene, elected by the legislature 
of Rhode Island a senator from that State for six 
years from the 4th day of March next; which were 
read, and ordered to be placed upon file. 

Mr. DIX presented the credentials of the Hon. 
Dakiel S. Dickinson, elected by the legislature of 
New York a senator from that State for six years 
from the 4th day of March next; which were read, 
and ordered to be placed upon file. 

Mr. D. also presented a petition from 55 citisens 
of the county of Chatauque, New York, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas to the Uni- 
ted States: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from nu- 
merous citizens of Marion county, Missouri, pray- 
ing for a change in the naturalization laws: referred 
to the Judidary Committee. 

Mr. A., from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, made an adverse report (which was ordered 
to be printed) on the petition or A. P. Brittingham, 
asking indemnity for a vessel and cargo seized by 
the IVtexicans. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from E. L. 
Fuller and other citizens nf Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
praying that measures may be taken to acquire 
Canada by treoty, with the view to her admission 
into the United States simultaneously with Texas: 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Alleghany county. New York, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas to the 
United States: ordered to lie o n the table. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 

Jttsohei, That the Committee on Tublk: Lands be in. 
stmcted to Inquire into the ezpodJenoy of further extend- 



ing the time given by the act of the I8th Aognst, 1841, for 
locating Virginia militaij land warrants, aadretuniiiw sup- 
veys thereon in the Oenezal Land Office. 

Mr. BAYARD, fh>m the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it dp pass, the bill 
from the House for the relief of Jacob Boston. 

PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT ELECT. 
Mr. WALKER, from the joint committee ofthe 
two Houses appointed to wait upon Jakes K. Poii 
and inform him of his electioB as Piresident ofthe 
United States, and George M. Dallas, and inform 
him of his election as Vice President, reported iiat 
the committee had discharged their duty, and thu 
he had been directed to say to the Senate that 
the President elect, in signifying his acceptance of 
the office to which be had been chosen by the peo- 
ple, expressed his deep sence of gratitudle to them 
for the confidence they had reposed in him, and re- 
quested us to convdy to our respective Houses as- 
surances that, in executing the responsible duties 
which woidd devolve on him,it would be hisanxious 
desire to mctintain the honor and promote the wel- 
fare of his country; and that the Vice President elect, 
in signifying his acceptance ofthe office to which he 
had Dcen chosen by the people, expressed his pro- 
found gratitude to them, and ilecliued that, drawn 
unexpectedly by the generous suffrages of his fiel- 
low-citizens from the shades of private life into the 
full glare of official station, it was difficult to repress 
the solicitude that be might not be equal to the exi- 

fencies of so sudden a change; but that, swayed 
y an ardent devotion to the hish honor, true inter- 
ests, and fast union of the American Slates, he 
woiild enter with zeal upon the duties assigned to 
him, in the hope of at least partially realizing the 
expectations of those by whose confidence he had 
been honored. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the members of the t>ar of Philadelphra, asking for 
the purchase, by Congress, for distribution among 
the several States and Territories, of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the Uniteid States. Mr. B. 
said the Senate had passed a bill for the purpose. 
He had. however, voted against it. So the memo- 
rial came too late; and he was not sorry for it. The 
memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an adverse report (which 
was ordered to be printed) on the petiuon of Oba- 
diah Blending, asking a pension for services render- 
ed during the revolutionary war. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule^ lies one day on the ta- 
ble, viz: 

RtttlMi, That the President of the United Slates b« re- 
quested to inform the Senate of the reasons which have 
prevented him from communicating copies of the corres- 
pondence, evidence, and pliers, on file in the State DuMut* 
ment, in the case of the owners of the brig General Arm- 
strong, called for by their rasolotion of the Sth ultimo. 

THE HOUR OF MEETING. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Baobt on 
Thursday, provitting that the dally hour ofthe meet- 
ing of the Senate shall, in future, be 11 o'clock in- 
stead of 13, came up for consideration. 

Mr. WALKED demanded the yeas and nays on 
its adoption. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked, that if he were com- 
pelled to meet at 11 o'clock, he would be disabled 
from dischai^ng his duties properly on the Judicia- 
ry Committee. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that it would be utterly 
impossible for the committee with which he was 
connected to discharge its duties, and enable him to 
be in his seat at ao earlier hour than the Senate now 
met 

Mr. ARCHER said that, under the explanation 
of the two senators, he woiild suggest to the honor- 
able mover of the resolution, [Mt. Bagbt,] to per- 
mit it to lie on the table two or three davs. He was 
disposed, himself, to vote for tho resolution to go 
into operation on Monday next; but would, how- 
ever, under the circumstances, move its postpone- 
ment till Wednesday next. 

Mr. ALX.EN called to the mind of senators the 
fact that there but fewdays (16, he believed) ofthe 
session left, and three great questions, Texas, Ore- 
gon, and the admission of Iowa and Florida into 
the Union, were to be disposed of; and also, that 
all the several important apprnprialion biliu were to 
beacted upon. Ifthe Senatedid not therefore meet 
earlier, some of those cjueations would receive the 
go-by for the want of time to act upon them. 
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Mr. BAGBY remarkeil that bis friend from Ohio 
[Mr. Allek] was mistaken in supposing that six- 
teen days of the session were left. There were, in 
foct, but twelve days leftr— a very short time indeed 
to dispose of the great amount of important businew 
before the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER said, in reply to the senators 
from Geoi^ia and Maine, [Messrs. BbkriIii and 
Evans,] that he could not see why the committees 
could not discharge their duties before 11 o'clock, 
as well as the committees of (he other House. He 
would say to the chairmen of the two committees, 
that all they had to do was to call their committoes 
together an hour earlier in the morning. Instead of 
meeting at 10, their committees could meet at 9 
o'clock. It was much better that those committees 
should meet an hour earlier, than that those great 

auesiions pending before the Senate should fim for 
le want of time to act upon them. Three of the 
greatest measures ever before the Senate have been 
sent to it for concurrence by that glorious and pa- 
triotic House representing the people, which will 
forever be distinguished in the annals of the coun- 
try, by the passage of those measures. If the Sen- 
ale intended to act upon them — if it was not their 
purpose to give them the go-by — they should econo- 
mize the little time left of the session. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE remarked that, whatever 
respect was due te that glorious and patriotic 
House which has passed the great measures allu- 
ded to, it seemed to him that the Senate should give 
the committees some opportunity to look into them. 
As chairman of one of the committees, he desired to 
have ample time to examine whatever came before 
Ihatcommiitee, to avoid premature legislation. He 
concurred fully in what the gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Evans] said as to the necessity of giving am- 
ple lime to the committees to look mto those great 
pleasures, to prevent hasty legislation thereon. 

The question was then taken on postponing the 
further consideration of the resolution till Wednes- 
day next, and decided in the affirmative — yeas 34, 
nays 33, as follows: 

YEAS— Meitn. Archer, Barrow, Batea, Bsyarcl, Berrien, 
Choate, CU;tOD, CritKndeD, Dayton, Evaiii, Potter, Fran- 
cin, Huntjxu^n, Jama^, JonnioD, Msngnm. Miller, 
Morehead, nielpt, Porter, Simmoni, Upbain, Whit*, and 
Woodbridge— 21. 

NA\ S— A?es>n. Allen, Ashley, Atchiaon. Atherton, Bag- 
by, Bruete, Buchanan, Dickinion, Dtx, Fairfield, Hannegan, 
Henderson, Lewii, McDaUie, Merrick. Nilei, Semple, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, WaJlcer, and Woodbury— 3:). 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
John F. Wilmott, executor of the estate of Robert 
Wilmolt, deceased, praying the payment of interest 
on bis comtnutatioD pay : referred to (he Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was ordered, that 
the papers in the case of George Gording be taken 
from toe files and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic L^nds. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following re- 
solution: which, under the rules, lies one day on the 
table, viz : 

Hf^tt-ed, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 
ctitt' to the Senate such information as may remain in tlie 
(Jt-nerdl Land Office, or the Treasury Oepaitinent, roncem- 
ing the •' errors and (raudi" In the snrvi-ys of the public l«nda 
jn Michigan, in townships north an'l west of Sangamon bay 
— alluded to in Uie last annual report of the Commissioner of 
tbeUeiieral JL.and Olfice. That ne transmit to (he Senate 
copies of such memorial, resolution, or legislative act of the 
Legittlature of Michigan on the same subject, as may remain 
in the Unneral Land OOice. That he canse the Senate to be 
informed what jtrogress may have been made in correcting 
tliose erron and frauds, or in resurreying tlia lands in 
question ; and that he communicate to the 8enate an esti- 
mate of the probable expense of eompUtmg those corrections 
or resurveyf. 

Rtsotred further. That the said secretary Inform the Pen- 
ate, on or t>efore the first day of the next session, of the prog- 
ress made in correcting the errors and completing the re- 
turns of the survey of township 1 south, range feast, in 
the same State, and an estimate of the damages sustained 
(if any) by individual purcbascni o( lands within said town- 
ship by reason of sucii errors of surveys or £alse or imper- 
fect returns of such surrey ; and 

Reioh'td fvrthxr. That the said secretary inform the Sen- 
ate whether, from the character of the country, or from diffi- 
culty of access, there be any portion of the public lands 
along the honlcrs of Lal(e Huron, or el?ewhero in the Statu 
of Michigan, for the aiwvey of which tl>e rate of compensa- 
tion affixed by law is inadeqtiate. and what addition to such 
rate of compensation in his opinion may be requisite. 

Mr. ASHLEY, on leave, introduced a joint reso- 
hition authorizing and requiring the issue of patents 
for certain lands granted to the State of Arkansas; 
whici) was rend twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tf e on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BREEZE submitted the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, lies one day on the table: 

R'.Klted, That the Preaident of the United Ststea be i«- 



qaeated to inform the Senate what quantity of the public 
lands have been reierved from aale in the Slate of lllinoia 
at "mineral Uod^" tenth of the bate line and wast of the 
third principal maridiaa in taid Stale, apecifyingparticnbrly 
the sectiont and parts of tectiont to reterved. with the 
townthip and range in which the tame are aitoate, and ia 
what year the tame were retcrved, tad by what act of Con- 
groit- 

FRENCU tPOLIATIOnS. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill for the as- 
certainment of the claims of American citizens for 
French spoliations prior to 1800 was taken up on 
its third rendme. 

Mr. McDUTTIE said he couid not consistently 
with what he felt to be his duty pamit a bill of 
such magnitude to pass without ftirthv diacuasioQ 
upon iL He would prefer, not so much in reference 
to himselfasto the important question now pending 
before the Senate, that this hUI be passed over in- 
formally, to.be lalon up at the first convenient mo- 
ment. 

Mr. ARCHER acquiesced in the motion, with 
the understanding that the senator from South Car- 
olina would be prepared to discuss the bill, the first 
convenient moment which offered to take it up. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act for the relief of 
John S. RuBswurm, the heir and legal representa- 
tive of William Russwurm, decosed, came up on its 
third resding. 

Mr. TAPPAN opposed the bill, because it estab- 
lished a new principle — that of allowing interest on 
commutation pay. 

Mr. BERRIE^N called upon the chairman of the 
committee who reported the bill for some exglana- 
tion of its principles. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, the report of the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims upon the bill 
was read; and on his further motion tne bill was 
postponed till Monday next. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the joint resolution from 
the House of Representatives for admitting Texas 
into the Union; the question being on its mdefinite 
postponement. 

Mr. RIVES being entitled to the floor, rose and 
addressed the Senate for upwards of three hours. 
He setid be presumed it was not imknown to the 
Senate or the country, that he was not opposed to 
the annexation of Texas, whenever it could be ac- 
complished in a manner consistent with the princi- 
ples of the constitution, and without disturbing the 
various interests and the external peace of the Union. 
In much of what the senator from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Buchanan] had said yesterday, in relation to 
the advantages of the measure, he concurred; parties 
ularly with regard to the benefits which woiild re- 
sult to the northern ss well as to the western and 
southern States. But he differed widely from the 
views of that senator as to the power Congress to 
annex foreign territory under the authority of the 
fourth article of the constitution. 

The main part of Mr. R.'s speech wss directed 
against the inlerprelalion of that article which 
bad induced the House of Repiesentatives to pass 
tlie joint resolution under consideration. His 
argument was chiefly in reply to Mr. Buchanan. 
He went extensively into the history and minute 
porliculars of the controversy, touching the third 
section of the fourth article in the convention which 
framed the constitution; and deduced from the de- 
bates on that occasion, and from the concurrent evi- 
dence of cotemporaneous writings, that the words 
"new States may be admitted by the Congress into 
the Union," were exclusively confined to new Slates 
arising out of the territory of the United States; and 
never were intended to be applicable to new States 
formed out of foreign territory. He therefore con- 
fined the right of acquiring or admitting foreign ter- 
ritory to the treaty-making power. Territory tbusac- 
quired might subsequently lie admitted by Congress 
as one or more new States; which would be in strict 
analogy with the admission of the additional States 
of the Union since the adoption of the constitution. 
The territory acquired by the purchase of Louisiana, 
after the ratification of the treaty, belonged to the 
United States ; hence new States formed out of it 
were Slates arising out of the territory of the United 
States ; and they were not, as this joint resolution 
would make the acquisition of Texas, new Slates 
formed of foreign territory. Mr. R. fully concurred 
with those who took the ground that, by the treaty- 
making power alone, could Texas be admitted into 
the Union. He denied that the concurrence of two- 
thirds of Uie Senate to a treaty properly negotiated 
aid satisfactcMtily adjusted upon fait and honourable 



terms to both countries, was hopeless. He saw do 
reason why the growing influence of public geoii- 
ment in fiivour of annexation should not have ilit 
same weight s* in the cases of Louisiana and Flo- 
rida, the treaties for the acquisition of which tk 
Senate had ratified by very Uuge majorities. 

He denounced, in the most forcible teems, the doc- 
trine to which the expansion of the power of Con- 
gress to admit new States into the Union would 
lead, if applied to foreign territory. It wouU,ig 
•fireet,becontended, begiving to a naked nujoiiijr 
in one House of Congress, and to a minority m 
States in the other, a power more momentoiu, aad 
of immensely more importance, than the iieatf- 
making power, which requires the concaneace of 
two-thirds of the Senate for its consummalian, et 
the power of altering or amending the constitutioB, 
which requires the concurrence of the legislatum 
of three-fourtlis of the United States, — tlie pover 
of annexing to the Union foreign nations, withiliar 
population, citizenship, and influence in controlling 
the institutions of the Union. He looked upon iLt 
control which two-thirda of the Senate had over ifat 
treaty-making power as the greatest safeguard whitt 
the South had sfainst the more powerful interwi 
of the Union, and dwelt largely upon the vitii im- 
portance of preserving its conservative principli 
from encroachment. 

Mr. WOODBURY obtained the floor for Mon- 
day. 

On motion by Mr. CHOATE, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satvrdat, February 15, 1845. 

The journal of yeateiday was read and approrol. 

Mr. RAMSEY^ asked leave to introduce a bil:, 

pursuant to notice. 

Objections for the present were made. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION FOX AND WIS- 
CONSIN RIVERS. 
Mr. JAMESON asked, and obtained leave, id 
make a personal explanation. While he (Mr. J.) 
was in the chur of the Committee of the Whok 
on the state of the Union, the gentleman fivrn In- 
diana [Mr. Owkn] had risen and made some » 
marks in reply to remarks he (Mr. J.) bad aik 
the day before, on the bill making appropriatia 
for the Pox and Wisconsin rivers. From the re- 
port of the gentleman's remiu-ks, he found diiik 
(Mr. J.) hi^ been misspprehended entirely by it 
gentleman. From the report of his remarVt [ai 
he wished the reporters to. take notice of ii) i 
would appear that he was opposed to this bill [«■ 
posing to make this appropriation of altemaieKc- 
lions of land to carry on the Wabash and Erie a- 
nal. Being in the chair at the time, he could »« 
rise to expbin. What he had said was this: Th 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr- Davji,] the chainup 
of the Committee on Public I.ands, had introducd 
an amendment to that bill which, if carried, woeM 
defeat the bill as a matter of course. Thit H 
relative to the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, ealW f* 
an appropriation of alternate sections oflandjno* 

S' as the bill did in relation to the Indiana omL 
e had then staled that be was in favor of the W>- 
ema bill, on the ground that he believed the gortn- 
men of the United Slates would never be die ksv, 
but, in fact, would be the gainer, by gcantisg alf' 
nate sections, for the purpose of carrying on intt^ 
nal works of general advantage to the Stale, «t«J 
as the Union; but he had complained of tbegw*- 
man from Indiana, as he had a bill of the tane vm 
for his State, that he should object to this propw- 
tion for Wisconsin. He f Mr. J.) went for lie »" 
in the Committee on Public Lands, appropraiu; 
for the Indiana canal. He expected lo go (or « » 
the Housi. For the same reason he finw" * 
bill for the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; and he"" 
satisfied that the general government would W 
nothing by it; that it would have all the chiiiix * 
gaining, with the risk of losing nothing. 

MARINE HOSPITALS ON THE WESIBRll 
WATERS. 

The bOI reported last evening by Mr. J«s» f' 
Kennbdt from the Committee on CommeWiV 
propriating for the erection of marine botpii*"* 
the western rivers and lakes, and for the purch*"" 
a site at Baltimore, came up, with motions pewim 
to refer lo the Committee of the Whole on tMi«« 
of the Union, lo the Commiuee of the wli-« 
House, and to the QouwiiUee of Ways » 
Means. 
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After some eonrersatton, the bill waa referred to 
ho Committee of the Whole on the stat« of the 
Jnion, and ordered to be printed. 

HKPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, the rules -ven lus- 
«nded for half an hour for the reception of each 
eports of committees as did not ^re riae to de- 
ate. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways and 
ifeana, reported a resolution providing that here^- 
sr the clerk shall not be required to cause any of 
lie refwrts of the committees, except the Committee 
f Claims, which have been printed by the order of 
lie House, to be recorded, or in any way placed oo 
ecord in the committee rooms. 

Mr. McK. explained that the abject of the resolu- 
on was to dispense with some of the clerks, by sa- 
ing the writing of reports which were ordered to be 
rinted. 

Debate arising, the resolution lies over. 
DEFAULT OF PAYMENT BY STATES. 

Mr. McKay, from the same committee, reported 

joint resolution directing the Secretary of the 
'reasury, whenever any State shall have been, or 
lay be, in default for the payment of interest or 
rincipal on investments in its stock or bonds held 
y the United States, in trust, to retain the whole, 
r so much thereof as may be necessary, of the per 
sntage to which such State may be entitled to the 
roceedsof the sales of the public lands within its 
■nits, and to apply the same to the payment of 
lid interest or principal, or to the reimbursement 
f any sums of money expended by the United 
tales for that purpose. 

FOURTH INSTALMENT. 

Mr. STEWART moved the following arasnd- 
lent: 

And the Secretary of the Trearary1>e, and he ia hereby 
irected to pay to the Mvenl SUtet, agneably to the pro. 
wou of the act of the 33d of Jane, 1836, the amount of 
le fourth Instahnent, tIi: $9,a39,8S3 99, (the payment of 
hich wa« poxtponed for want of fundi,) on the fint day of 
ily next, IT theanrplnaat that time shall he tnfieient to 
ly the tame-j if not, than lo much a* ahall then be on hand; 
id the remainder of the uidlaarthinatalmcnt theaaidSoe- 
<ary ii hereby directed to pay ai aforeuud whenever 
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i«re shall be a lurplui lufflcient to pay the Mune, afler 
at dischargine the whole of the debt of the United Stalea 
lan redeemable. 

The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of or- 
er. 

Debate arising thereon by Mr. HARDIN, who 
bjected to the resolation on the ground that it le- 
uned school moneys, and by others, the resolution 
es over. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, 
(ported bills of the following titles: 

A bdl for the relief of Samuel D. Enochs. 

A biU for the relief of John Carr, John Batty, and 
omuel Stevenaon. 

A bill for therelief of (Jeo. D. Spencer. 

All which bills, with the accompanying report, 
'ere laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. V. also made unfavorable reports in the ca- 
esof Jeremiah Smith, jr., Thomas J. Wright, 
ohn Francis, Charles Devall, and Teacle Savage, ad- 
luiistrator of Bolitha Laws; all which were laid on 
ne table. 

Also, the bill for the relief of P. M. Irish, with an 

IS"* "E"'*' which were laid on the table. 

Mr. T. SMITH, from the same cammittse, re- 
orted bills for the relief of Peter Spaver and of 
Mites Macaboy: referred to the Committee of the 
Vhole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHCENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
iterce, reported back, with amendments, the bill 
torn the Senate to allow drawback on goods ei- 
lorted in original packages to Chihuahua and 8an- 

> re, Mexico. The bill and amendments were of 
lered to be printed, and lie on the table. 

NEW LAND DISTRICT IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. McCLERNAND,-from the Committee on 
fublic Lands, to which had been referred the bill 
rem the Senate entitled "An act to organize a new 
">d district in the southern part of Aricansas," re- 
^n^ '•'* same, without amendment; and, 

On motion of Mr. McC, the same was put on its 
•^^/ge. and read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. J. A. WRIGHT, from the samie committee, 
•ported a bill for the relief of Mary Ann Brunner, 
>r BuUer county, Indiana; which was twice read, 
wd referred. 

> ^'kt- KENNEDY, from the Committee on the 
roet Office and Post Roads, to which was referred 
i!J°M f?"'"''"" from the Senate for the relief of 
seui M. Leavenworth, mads a favoiable report 



thereon; and the same was referred to the Commit- 
teeof ^e Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. R. SMITH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Christian Orendorf; which was read twice, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. D. P. KING, from the CommiUee on Revo- 
^tionaryPensioiis, moved that leave be given to 
Robert Wilmot to withdraw his petition and papers: 
agreed to. '^^ 

Mr. CLINTON, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, to which was referred the memorial 
of Lieutenant John T. McLaughlin, of the United 
States navy, made a report thereon, which was laid 
over, on notice of debate. 

T Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of A. B. 
McMillon; which was read tvrice, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. S., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill from the Senate for the relief 
oftheheireof Charles Fisher, reported tlie same 
without amendment: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. S., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the peUtion of Charles Chappell, made 
an adverse report thereon. 

. ^'- McCONNELL, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to which had been referred the bill 
from the Senate for the relief of William C. Eastou, 
reported the same without amendment: referred to 
iheCommittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill from the 
aenat* to provide for the organization of a corps of 
sappers and minen, made a report on the same; and 
It was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. IRVIN, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, to which had been referred the bill No. 52 
from the Senate for the relief of Joshua Shaw, re- 
ported the same, with amendments: referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. IRVIN, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the memorial of Dejah Brown; 
and the committee was discharged from the further 
consideration thereof. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to confine the reports of 
the committees to such reports as would not give 
rise to debate: agreed to. 

On moUon of Mr. PARMENTER, the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affaire was discharged from the further 
consideration of a num^r of petitions and memori- 
als that had been referred to said committee. 

Mr. PARMENTER moved that the Committee 
on Naval Affairs be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of the mechanics of the 
Washington navy-yard, asking to be paid for the 
time they lost last winter: a|n;eed to; and, 

On motion of Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, said memo- 
rial was recommitted to said committee, with in- 
structions to report the facts to the House. 

Mr. MURPHY, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of James H. Clark; which was read 
twice, and referred. 

On mouon of Mr. MURPHY, the said committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of passed assistant surgeon Charles F. Ouil- 
lou; and. 

On molioB of Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, the same 
was recommitted to said committee, with instruc- 
tions to report the facts to the House. 

On mouon of Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
from the further consideration of a numbo- of peti- 
tions and memorials that were referred to said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HERRICK, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionay Pensions, reported bills for the relief of Pat- 
rick Mastor, Lemuel Moody, and Peter Wilson; 
which were read a firet and second time, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole House, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

MODELS OP PATENTS. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on FatenU, 
reported a joint resolution for the publishing the 
models of patents: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, mads a rqtort with reference 



to the ventilation of the hall of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Also a report on the subject of a letter of the 
Secretary of the Treastiry, asking additional build- 
ings (or his department; both which were laid on 
the table, and ordered to beprinted. 

On motion of Mr. BUltSE, the Committee on 
the Library were discharged firom the further con- 
sideration of sundry memorials. 

ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE OF THE PRKSIDEMT 
AND VICE PRESIDENT ELECT. 

Mr. BURKE msde the following report: 

The joint committee appointed by the Senate and 
House of Representatives to wait upon and inform 
the Hon. James K. Polk, of Tennessee, of his elec- 
tion to the office of President of the United States, 
for the term of four y eara from and aflei' the 3d day 
of March, 1845; and also to wait upon and inform 
the Hon. George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, of 
his election to the office of Vice President of the 
United States for the same term, report: 

That they have attended to the duly assigned 
them; and that 

The President elect, in signifying his acceptance 
of the office to which he had been chosen by the 
people, expressed his deep sense of gratitude to 
them for the confidence which they had reponed in 
him, and requested us to convey to our respective 
Houses of Cfongress aB.surances that, in executing 
the responsible duties which would devolve )i|>on 
him, it would be his anxious desire to malniain the 
honor and promote the welfare of his country. And 
that 

The Vice President elect, in signifying his acnpi- 
ance of the office to which he had been chosen by 
the people, expressed his profound gratitude to 
them, and declared that, drawn unexpectedly by 
the generous suffrages of his fellow-ciiizena from 
the shades of private life into the full glare of of- 
ficial station, it was difficult to repress the sniidtude 
that he might not be equal to the exigencies of so 
sudden a change; but that, swayed by an ardent de- 
votion to the high honor, true interest, and fast 
union of the American States, he would enter with 
zeal upon the duties assigned to him, in the hope of 
at least partially realizing the expectations of those 
by whose confidence he had been honored. 

On motion of Mr. BURKE, 

Orierti, That the report he aatered at larse on the jour- 
nal of the Honae, and that it be printed. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 
Mr. BARNARD, from the Select Committee on 
the National Institute, made a report, accompanied 
by a bill in relation to the collections and deposits 
of tlie National Institute for the Promotion of 
Science: referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

SKY-ROCKETS, Si«. 

Mr. THOMAS H. SEYMOUR, from the select 
committee on this subject, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of AlvinC. Goell, and for other purposiii: reud 
twice, referred to the Committee of the Wiiolc 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to extend the provision-s of ■ 
the act of Slst May, 1S44, amendatory of llie judi- 
ciary act of September, 1789. 

Mr. S. asked that the bill be put on its pasi^age. 
He sent to the Clerk's table, where it was read, a 
letter from the Sectretary of the Treasury showing 
the importance of this bill. 

The bill was read a first and second time, oi'lcrcd 
to be engrossed, read a third time and passed. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill to amend the act to 
provide for the enlistment of boys in the naval ser- 
vice, and to extend the terms of enlistment of sea- 
men. 

Mr. P. explained the object of the bill. 

The bill was read three times and passed. 

Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to James 
Davidson; which was twice read, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. STILES, from the Committee on the Pos 
Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 
for the relief of J. B. Stokes, surviving partner of 
Stockton St. Stokes: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

On modon of Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, the Commit- 
tee on Commerce was discharged from the further 
consideration of sundry memorials. 
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Mr. J. E. CARY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the le- 
gal repreaentatives of William Dixon; referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

MISSION TO JAPAN. 

Mr. PRATT, chairman of the Select Committee 
on Statistics, remarking that, when the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill came up, he should 
move an amendment to defray the expenses of a 
mission to the empire of Japan, laid on the ta- 
ble statistics and facts relative to that subject; which 
were ordered to be printed. 

Reports from committees having been gone 
through, 

Mr. HOUSTTON, t>n leave, presented certain res- 
olutions of the legislature of Alabama; which, with- 
out reading, were laid on the table and oidered to be 
printed. 

LANDS ON STATEN ISLAND. 

Mr. PRATT, on leave, presented the following 
resolution of the assembly of New York; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed: 

Rttohed, That oar nnaton and repreaentatirei in Con- 

SBHi be ioBtrueted to use their iniluence in carrying out 
e eale by this State of certain landi on Staten liland. to 
the United States, for military purpoiet; the proceed! of 
which tale are, agreeably to an act of the legislature of this 
State, passed May 4, 1844, to be used for building an arsenal 
in the connty of New Vork, and the repair of the anenal at 
Albany. 

Mr. MeCLET.r.AND, on leave, presented resol- 
utions of the legislature of Michigan in regard to 
Texas, and on the subject of postage: laid on the 
table, and ordered to printed. 

Mr. HUBARD asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. McKAY objected; but subsequently with- 
drew the objection. 

Mr. HUBARD then, on leave, offered a resolu 
tlon inquiring of the Secretary of the Treasury as to 
the caiise of the delay in answering the call for in- 
formation made at the last session, relative to bank 
paper, currency, exchanges, &c. The resolution 
was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH asked leave, and, objec- 
tion being made, moved a suspension of the rules, 
in order to take up and consider a resolution calling 
on the Secretary of War for information as to the 
best mode of draining low lands, &c. 

On the motion to suspend, Mr. S. asked the yeas 
and nays; which were refused. 

The question was taken, and the motion was re- 
jected. 

On motion by Mr. ATBaNSON, the Commiuee 
of the.Whole House was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill for the reUef of certain 
contractors of the government, and the same was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Ou motion by Mr. MftSAY, the bill making ap- 
propriations for the seftice of the Post Oflife De- 
partment, and the bill making appropriations for 
fortifications, returned from the Senate with amend- 
ments, were tfiken up and referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

The following bills from th^ Senate were severally 
read twice and referred to appropriate committees : 

A bill providing for the purchase and distribution 
of the proceedings of the Supreme Court among the 
several States and Territories. 

A bill providing for the transnortation of the mail 
between the United States and foreign countries. 

A joint resolution authorizing the employment of 
(tdditional inspectors of the customs foif the port of 
New Orleans. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, in ihe chair.) 

Mr. MuCAY moved that the committee take up 
the bill making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the-fiscal year ending the 30th June, 
1846. 

This motion being carried, the bill was taken up 
and read through. 

It was then read by sections, for the purpose of 
being amended ; and when the first section was read, 

Mr. DUNCAN offered an amendment to reduce 
the t)ay of the major general, and said that, before 
he proceeded with his remarks, he wised to inquire 
of the chairmain of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs if he knew what was the pay of the major gen- 
eral. 

Mr. C. J. INQERSOLL said it was stated in the 
^rmy Regiatcr. 



Mr. DUNCAN replied that the gentleman was 
mistaken. It was not set down in the army report. 
He saw it stated there that the pay of the major 
general was {^7,144 88 ; but that, in his opinion, was 
short of the amount treally received by him some 
three or four thousand dollars. 

Mr. McKAY stated that the pay of the major 
general was all set down under the diflferent beads, 
such as pay, quarters, fiiel, forage, and rations, but 
what was ctilled longevity rations was not stated. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Yes. Double rations— I know 
that they are not explained, and I want to know 
what they are. 

Some further explanations took place between 
Messrs. HARALSON, DUNCAJ^ and J. A. 
BLACK. 

Mr. DUNCAN then addressed the committee at 
length in favor of his amendment, contending that 
the pay of the major general was too high, and 
that it ought not only to be reduced, but that the 
amount ought to be ascertained and fixed by law. 
He said it was a strange regulation which gave the 
commanding general of the umy near 4^0,000 a 
year, while uie Secretary of War, under whose 
command he wm, received but (^,000 a year. 

Mr. D., in conclusion, cave notice of another 
amendment which he shoind offer in case of the 
failure of the present amendment. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK, before voting on this amend- 
ment, wished to inquire of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Afiain and of Naval Affairs if 
there was not a law now in existence requiring that 
so much money and rations should be paid te the 
officera of the army? If it wa« so, he should feel 
himself bound to vote for the appropriation bills un- 
til the law was repealed. When the question of re- 
peal come up, the subject would be presented in a 
different light. 

Mr. B. further briefly replied to some of the paints 
taken by Mr. Duncan. 

Mr. McKAY did not know whether the gentle- 
man from Ohio was exactly incorrect in proposing 
this amendment. Now, it was known to the com- 
mittee that this bill been reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, making appropriations in con- 
formity to existing laws. 

Mr. DUNCAN (Mr. McK. yieldine the floor) 
withdrew the pending amendment, ana moved an- 
other amendment, which, after several modifications, 
and several points of order raised against it by Mr. 
Drohgoole, on the ground of irrelevancy, and other 
reasons, and overruled by the Chairman, took the 
form of an addition to the bill of a proviso, laying 
down a scale of salaries [substantially as proposed in 
the bill for the reduction of the army, reported by 
Mr. J. A. Black, and pending in committee] of the 
officers of the army, viz: for the major general 
1^1 J per month; the brigadier general $250 per 
month; the adjutant general $1911, Ac., (running 
tlirough and comprising the greater portion of the 
said bill of Mr. Black,) restricting all allowances for 
other services, repealing all acts inconsistent there- 
with, &c. 

Mr. J. A. BLACK hoped the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. DuMCANJwouldnot press this amendment now, 
which was the same as the bill reported by him (Mr. 
B.) from the select committee on the subject of the 
reduction of the army. If he withdrew it, he should 
have a fair opportunity of discussing this bill, pro- 
vided he could gain the assent of the committee. He 
(Mr. B.) had forborne to press the bill, on the ground 
of the great pressure of business before the House, 
and because he was satisfied it would not now pass 
the Senate. It was, however, daily becoming more 
and more popular, and it must pass and become a 
law ere long. He hoped the gentleman would not 
press the subject in the form of this amendment, as 
ne deemed that the effect of it would be only to post- 
pone final action on the subject. 

Mr. HARALSON opposed the amendment. He 
believed that the pay of the army should be re- 
duced, but it was improper to do it in this bill. H6 
considered the amendment out of place, and that it 
could efiect no good. 

Mr. DUNCAN replied, and contended that this 
bill was the proper one to make the reduction in; 
and that if it could not be done at this time, it would 
not be done this session. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE opposed the amendment as 
out of place, and not calculated to efiect the object 
in view. The pay of the officera of the army was 
regulated by existing laws, and the House was 
bound, in good faith to them, to appropriate the 
money to give them the pay to which tney were en- 
titled. 



Mr. SMITH of Indiana spoke in favor of the 
amendment. He was opposed to paying so high a 
salary to the major general, and to tlie manner in 
which he was paid. He was opposed, also, to the 
paying of officers by a hiding scale, as in the case 
of the longevity rations, because he had observed 
that these sliding scales un formly slide upwrrds. 
He thought that relrenchmsnt and reform coiil 1 be 
OS well introduced in an appropriation bill as io any 
other; and he thought this the appropriate time to 
make the reduction, which seemed on all bonds to 
be considered necessary. 

Mr. OWEN was in favor of the reduction of the 
army and of the navv whenever, and as soon as it 
could be effected in the proper mode; but, while he 
wanted to see this reform in the army and ruivy, he 
should object to undertaking to effect a refarm so 
great in a manner so trifling. 

Mr. G. W. JONES did not rise to make a speech; 
but, as a friend of retrenchment, as an advocate of the 
reduction of salaries not only of the officers of the 
army, but of most, if tiot all of the officers ennployed in 
this government, ne should vote for thisatnendnipnt. 
He briefly and warmly advocated the cn'ing im- 
portance of retrenchment and reform in various de- 
partments of the government — in the army particii- 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS referred to the action of ih» 
committee of the House on this subject at the la^t 
session and at previous sessions. He had made, at 
the last session, as strong an effort as he was caf-i- 
ble of, to abolish the office of major-getieral, and, 
failing in that, to reduce his salary; and the whole 
project received not ten votes in this House. He 
was convinced that it was an entire waste of time m 
press this proposition. As for the Committe of the 
Whole on the stete of the Union abolishing the of- 
fice of major general, he was well convinced, from 
the indicationa, that it would be much more likely 
that the major genera] would abolish the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union! He was 
drawn into a brief expression of his views on the 
subject of the utter inutility of that office, and the 
propriety of abolishing it; but, returning to the pniiit 
from which he starteo, he reiterated the expression 
of his opinion that it would only result in a uselc^d 
consumption of time. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, in all sincerity, appealed to 
the committee if tbey were prepared, on a rcguUr 
appropriation bill, and at this late stage of the ses- 
sion, with but about two weeks remaining, to go in- 
to aa examination of the salaries and emolumenls of 
all the officera of the army, aa proposed by tht 
amendment of the eentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Dm- 
CAK.l He referred to one or two of the obvious in- 
equalities of the bill, and mentioned other considera- 
tions, to show the difficulty, and the utter impowi- 
bilityofthe committee now going into an intelli- 
gent action, and doing that justice to the subject 
which its importance demanded. 

Some conversation aro^e between Messrs. DUN- 
CAN and DROMGOOLE. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked for telUre on the quesiioa. 
He was in earnest; he meant what he said; and be 
trusted he should be sustained by every friend of 
economy in tliis House. 

Mr, McKAY made some additional olwervations 
in opposition to the amendment. He would vote 
for a reduction of the pay of the army, which he 
thought in many instances too high, but did not 
think this the proper way to do it. The commiiire 
on this bill hod made several reductions, and eoi^ 
reeled several abuses tliat existed. 

Mr. CLINTON would ask tlie gentleman why it 
was not proper to reduce the pay of the major gen- 
eral in tuis bill, when the committee had already 
reduced the pay of the cadete four dollara a month- 
Mr. McKAY explained, and continued his re- 
marks. He avowed himself in favor of retrench- 
ment in all the other branches of the government 
as well as in the army, but thought it too late in the 
session to effect anything in that way. He woa.il 
reduce the pay of the navy, the civil ofificers of tli« 
government, and he would also reduce the pay and 
mileage of membera of Congress. When gentlemes 
would bring forward these measures, they woaid 
find that he would go with them. 

Mr. J. A. BLACK, with a view of testiag the 
sense of members on the subject of retrenchraeni, 
moved to lay the bill aside, and take up the bill re^ 
tilating the pay of the army. 

On putting the question on this motion, the rote 
was — ayes 48, noes 37. 

No quorum voting, 

Mr. C J. IliGERSOLL raored to take up the 
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II fixing^ tks compensation of memben of Con- 
'eas at six dollan a day. Ijet us, said he, b^in at 
>ine. 

The CHAIR said th« moticm was not in order. 

The question was ag^in put by tellers on Mr. 
lack's motion, and it was decided in the affirma- 
I'e — aye« 65, noes 57. 

So the bill was laid aside. 

Mr. McKAY moved to take up the civil and di- 
iomatic approprialion bill. 

The CHAIR said the qneMton would be put Srst 
n taking up the bill named by the gentleman from 
outh Carolina, [Mr. Black,] viz; tki bill to ngor 
.tc the pmy of the army; and 

On taking this question, it was decided in the 
SrmatiTe — ayes 63, noes 49. 

So the bill was taken up, and read through by 
ictions, for the purpose of beinj; amended. 

On motion by Mr. BLACK^ some amendments 
'ere made to correct an error m printinf the bill in 
ilation to the pay of the adjutant general and as- 
«tant adjutant general. 

The Cferk then progressed with the reading of 
sveral sections of the bill. 

Mr. PETTIT moved to strike out the word 
chaplains,'* and leaving the appropriation for this 
urpose for the payment of "professors of ethiss." 

Mr. P. made some remarks, intended to show the 
bsurditv, and alluding to the unconstitutionality of 
!ie emplojrntent of chaplains under government. 

I'he section fixing the pay of captains of dragoons 
t jll05 per month, being under consideration. 

On motion of Mr. J. A. BLACK, an 
mendment was adopted to increase the pay to 
112 50. r , r-/ 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, an amendment was 
dopted to insert the name of "military storekeepers," 
mong those officers entitled to receive one ration 
ler day. 

An amendment of Mr. Black to the 7th section, 
laving been amended, on motion of Mr. FISH, 
ras agreed to. 

Mr. BLACK moved an amendment to increase 
be salary of storekeepers of ordnance, from |1,250 
D $1,500: agreed to. 

Mr. FISH moved an amendment to the 12th 
ection, proyiding for the discharge of supernumerary 
ieutenimta, &e. dfce., the object of which he explain- 
d to be, to effect as large a reduction of the number 
s proposed in the bill, but by the different mode of 
lisoanding a sufficient number of the graduating 
:lass of ctKlets, instead of those who had served two 
)r three years in the army, and providing for the 
nrodual absorption of the supernumerary officers of 
he army, (so that the result would be the same in 
welve or eighteen months,) instead of their imme- 
liate discharge. 

Mr. F. further explained and advocated the 
unendment. 

Mr. BLACK opposed the annendment in few 
KTords. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected. 

On motion by Mr. J. A. BLACK, a further 
unendment was mode, to make the time of service 
>f the cadets five years instead of four. 

On motion of Mr. J. A. BLACK, the committee 
rose, and re|>oiled the bill to the House. 

The question being on concurring in the amend- 
ments made in Committee of the Whole, 

Mr. J. A. BLACK moved the previous question; 
which was seconded by the House, and (he main 
question ordered. 

The question was then put on concurring in the 
amendments made in Committee of the Whole; and 
it was decided in the affirmative, without a division. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Ml. TYLER: The petition of John P. Bhetrmanud 
oth«n, oftliccountjr of Cbaatanqae, New Yorli, pmjliig 
(or the abolition oi ilsvery and tlie alava trade in ilta Oij. 
trict of Columbia, and the Territoriet of the United Statet. 

B]r Mr. ALBERT SMITH: Tlie memorial of D. a Curtia 
ai»l«ibm,citixeniofPen7, New Yoric, againat the annex- 
ation of Taxaaaa alave tanitory. Alio th« patitionof W. 
y Chapin, and otiier citizens of Pernr, New York, for uni- 
•orai aiid cheap poitage, and entire abolition of the franking 
privilue. Alio the petition of D. a Cnitii and otiiera, cid- 
uiu orPernr, New York, prarinc for the abolition of ilave- 
tj in the District of Cohimbla. 

By J. BBOWN: The {xUtion of nudry citizem of Ches- 



ter and LaDcastftrconntiei, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
establishment of a now post roadliom Pennin^onTiUe, in 
Chestor eouuty, to tlie fiuck, in l^ancaster county, Pennayi- 
Tania. 

By Mr. BOWER: The petition of Benjamin Fourmana 
and as otheea, praying Congreas to permit the inhabitants of 
township M, range 13, to relinqoish to the United States the 
16th section of said township, and to enter in lieu thereof 
the same quantity of other unappropriated land belonging 
to the govemment: referred to the Committee on PunUc 
Lands. The petition of John Peoples and 31 others, pray- 
ing Congress to permit the inhabitants of townshipM, range 
II, to relinquish to the United States the leth section of sud 
toifrnship, and to enter in lien thereof the same quantity of 
other nnappiopriated lands belonging to the government: 
referred to the Committee on Public I^ds. 



IN SENATE. 
MoNOAT, February 17, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT jm. ttm. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report from the War Deportment, communi- 
cating, m com[riiance with a resolation of the Sen- 
ate, information in possession of that department of 
the most practicable mode of facilitating the ap> 
' proach to the mineral region sf Lake Superior; 
which, 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, was ordered 
to be printed. He further moved the printing of 
1,000 copies extra. The motion was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from sundry citi- 
. zens of Livingston county. New York, praying the 
reduction of the rates of postage, and the discon- 
tinuance of the franking privilege: ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also presented a petition from citizens of Che- 
nango county. New York, praying that Texas may 
not lie annexed to the United States; that slavery 
may be abolished in the District of Columbia, and 
the slave trade between the several States; and that 
the laws of the United States now in force in their 
Territories may be extended over Oregon Territory, 
and that measures may be adopted for securing to 
the United Slates the acquisition of the province of 
Canada. 

The question of reception being rais^ on the 
slavery portion of the petition, it was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Also presented a memorial from James McKown 
and others, members of the bar and the judiciary in 
the State of New York, praying that the reports of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court -may be pub- 
lished by Congress, and placed in the possession of 
the bar and the people of the several States and Ter- 
ritories: ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. DIX, it was ordered that leave 
be given to John H. Sherburne and Hugh Dobbin 
to withdraw their petitions and papers from the filej 
of the Senate. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from sundry 
inhabitants of Leeds, Maine, remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas to the United Slates: order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial from 
the inhabitants of Burlington, Connecticut, praying 
that every proposition for the annexation of Texas 
may be rejected: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented resolutions of the citi- 
zens of Thornvilie, Perry connty, Ohio; wbidi were 
read, and ordered to be printed, as follows: 

"Rffrtlcrd, That in the opinion of the meeting, the United 
States should take immediate steps for the sole occupation 
and settlement of the Oregon Territory. 

"•i. That the United StateH ought not to refuse so great an 
acquisition as tht* annexation of Texas. 

"3. That our senators in Congress ought not to be hound 
by the Instructions of the whiglegislature on the subject of 
annexation, as the whigs have heretofore dented the right of 
instruction, and jiutificd Mr. Kwing, when United Stateu 
senutor, In refusing to abide by the express wishes of the 
leglsluture. 

"4. That should the democrata agree to be bonnd by whig 
in«tructIons, whilst the whigs refuse to pay any attention 
to those of the democrats, the latter would labor un- 
der all the disajrantoges of iiutruction, while the former 
would possess all Its advajitsges. Such a system would be 
bad for want of mutuality. 

"S. That when the whigs prescribe a dose for others which, 
under the same circumitaiices, they have reftised take them- 
selves, they act the part of quacks, who, It is notorious, al- 
ways decline swallowing their own physic. We hope our 
senators will not be huml>agged by any such charlatanry." 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a memorial from 45 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that the naturali- 
zation laws may be so altered as to require a resi- 
dence of foreicners of 21 years before they shall be 
admitted to the rights of citizenship: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ASHLEY 'presented a petition from E. B. 
ElKoK and 87 citizens of Arkansas, praying for the 



establishment of a mail route from Columbia to the 
seat pf justice of Union county, Arkansas: re* 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. ASHLEY, on leave, introduced the following 
joint resolution as a substitute for that previously 
inU^Miueed _by him for the annexation of Texas; 
which was ordered to be printed, viz: 

Sf it melxed by Uu Senate and Heiwe cf Repre$entatitf of 
the United Slatet tf^meric* in Ctngreu MrmiUi, That 
the republic of Texas, by the name and style of "the 
State of Texas," be received and admitted into this Union, 
upon the same footing with the original States In aU respecta 
whatever, upon the loUowing conditions: « 

1. That a convention, duly called by the oonstilnted au- 
thorities thereof, shall so modify or amend the existing 
conatitntion of said Republic, as to adopt tt to the constitn- 
tlon of the United States. 

± That it shall also l>e so amended sa to provide that said 
State may be divided into new States, not exceeding five in 
number, to be received and admitted iitto the Union, in 
conformity to the constitution of the United States, upon 
the same tootiiig with the original States. 

8. That the l/nltad States be anthoriaed to adjust and set- 
tle all questions of boundary which may arise with otbar 
govemmenta 

4 That all fortlAcations, barracks, nary and navy.yaida, 
docks, magazines, arms, and accoutrements, all mines, 
minerals, salt lakes and springs, all public edifices, ex- 
cept the Capitol, court-houses, jails, and other bnlldincs 
adapted to State, county, and other local purposes, and ail 
other property and means appertaining to the public de- 
fence, belonging to said republic, not Including the put>lic 
funds, debts, taxes, and dues et every daacription, b« ceded 
to the United States. 

s. That oil the public lands within the limits of said le. 

{ttibllc be pledged to the payment of Its debt, snd trans- 
erred to the United SUtes In trust, to be sold and dli|ibsed 
of In the same manner aa the public lands of the I oited 
States, and the proceeds thereol be applied to the payment 
of said debts, after deducting the expen^ie incident to the 
man8g>empnt and sale thereof; and alter the final discharge 
of the whole amount of said debt the ref idue thereof shaU 
be annually paid to the State ot Texaa, unless other States 
shall be formed within her limits; In such case. It shall be 
ai>portioned and paid, respectively, inproportlon to their 
repreaentatlon In Congress; Provided, That In no event shall 
said debt be aasumed by or become a charge upon the United 
States. 

6. That a commission of four shall be appointed, two 
by the United States, and two by the Slate of Texas, 
whose duty It shall be to asoertain the debts of Texas; and 
there shalibe paid an annual salar>' of three thousand dol. 
Ian to each of said commissioners, in lieu of all other 
compensation whatever, which, witti all other ex)>enses in- 
cidental to said commifsion, shall be paid out of the proceeds 
of the lands. That the United States shall prescribe such 
rules and regulations for the government of the com- 
missioners, and for the cooveulent and prompt payment of 
said debts, as may be necessary; it being understood, thrt 
Texas may designate such debta as she may desire to le 
first paid, not exceeding the aum of five hundred thousand 
dollars. 

7th. That such State or States aa may be formed out of 
that portion of said territory which lies horth ol thirty-six 
degress and thirty minutes of north latitude, shall l>e sub- 
ject to the provisions of the 8th ipction of the act of t.'ongress 
ofOlh March. \&it), commonly called and known as the 
Missouri compromise; but such State or States as may be 
formed out of that portion of said territory ^%'hich lies south 
of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude shalibe 
a.lmlttcd into the Union with or without the provision spe- 
clfiod In said dth section, as the people of each State, from 
the great divorsity of said climate and products, may 
desire. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented resolutions of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, re- 
questing the aeriaiors and representatives from the 
State of New York to urge an appropriation for the 
improvement of the Hudson river: ordered to lie on 
the (able. 

A!so presented a petition from George C. Lewis 
and others, of Utica, Onondaga county. New York", 
praying for a reduction of the rules of postage; ami 
a petition of the inhabitants of Erie county. New 
York, praying for the annexation of Canada simul- 
taneously wiui Texas; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Commiuee on Claims, 
reported back without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the bill from the House 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Alexan- 
der Mitchell. 

Mr. NILES, from the Commiuee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads, reported back without amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass, 
the bill from the House for the relief of the Bank of 
the Metropolis. 

Mr. BAOBY, from the Committee on Territories, 
reported back without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that they do pass, the House bill for the 
construction and improvement of certain roads in 
the Territory of Wisconsin; and the HouaBbill sop- 
plementary to the act for laying off the towns of Fort 
Madison, Buriington, Bellevieu, Dubuque, &c. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, made an adverw report (which was or- 
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dered to be printed) en the petition of John Bald* 
win, praying indemnity for losses sustained in Mex- 
ico. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
f airs, reported a bill for the benefit of the Stock- 
bridee nation of Indians; which was read, and oi^ 
dered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of the officers and crew 
of the United States frigate Cumberland, praying 
for the abolition of the spirit portion of the navy 
ration; and the petition of Mary McNelly, for a re- 
newal of her pension. 

The committee was diBcharg:ed from this case on 
the ground that it was already provided for in a 
general bill, which had passed the Senate. 

Mr. blX, from the Committee on Pensions, re- 
ported back, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, the bill from the House 
granting a pension to John E Wright 

On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 

Rfstttved, That the Precident be requested to inform the 
Senate, if not incompatibie with the public interest, what 
meaaures, if any, have bee^ talum \}j the KOTemment of 
the United Statea to obtain redreai from the Britiih ^Tem- 
ment for the illegal capture of the fiahing ichponer Argui 
of Portland, and other American veaaeu engaged in the 
Axheriea, under a pretended infraction of the convention of 
the Wth Octobar, 1838. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, lepoTted back, without amendment, and ad- 
versely to its passage, the bill gruiting a pension to 
Susannah Scott, the widow of William Scott. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. John- 
son on Saturday last, was considered and agreed to, 
viz: 

Rnohtd, That th* President of the United States lie re- 
quested to inform the Senate of Uk reasons which have 
prevented him from communicating copies of the corres- 
pondence, evidence, and papers, on fUe in the State Depart- 
ment, in the case of the owners of the brig General Arm- 
Atrong, called forbj their resolution of the 8th nltlmo. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill amendatory 
of the act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of government for the year 
1839, was taken up for consideration, as in commit- 
tee of the whole, on an amendment of the Committee 
on Finance. The amendment being agreed to, the 
bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed as amended, and read a third lime. 

The previous orders were further postponed, and 
the bill authorizing the South Carolina Raihvad 
company to import, free of duty, the necessary ma- 
chinery and pipe to construct one mile of an atmos- 
pheric railroad, was taken up, as in committee of 
the whole, for consideration. 

Mr. STURGEON objected to the passage of the 
bill. He wished to know under what peculiar cir- 
cumstances this iron is to be imported. 

Mr. EVANS expressed the hoiie that no objec- 
tion would be interposed to the passage of this bill. 
All the information he had was already well known; 
that was, that there was a new invention in Eng- 
land making an application of the atmosphere as a 
propelling power. It was, no doubt, an experiment 
so tested as to answer exceedingly well for a short 
distance. Its application to a long line was not well 
settled. The pipe and machinery could not be made 
here; nor could it in England, except by the invent- 
or himself. The committee thought that it would 
be an object to introduce the invention here, which 
would be for the benefit of the Pennsylvania iron 
manufacturers. They would thereby become ac- 
quainted with the mannerof making the pipes, and 
furnishing tliem, if there should be any further de- 
maad in the country for them. The object for bring- 
ing the pipe and machinery into the country is this: 
The South Carolina Railroad company have a grade 
to overcome of a mile in extent by stationary pow- 
er. It was supposed, from the information re- 
ceived, that the atmosphere could b« applied by 
them with great advantage, mstead of the stationary 
machinery. The lunount of duties was not very 
great; ana the company would be at considerable 
expense for sending an agent abroad. If the pipe 
was successfully introduced into the country, it 
would, no doubt, be a benefit to Uie manufacturers 
here. 

Mr. STURGEON remarked that he did not like 
any iniug||u>n to be made on the tariff. If that 
law wa^Hh^ at all, the alterations- should be 
general in Aeir character, and not partiid. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to b« en^roased for a third reading. 



Mr. TAPPAN moved to take up the bill granting 
to the county of Wyandott, in the State of Ohio, 
certain lots in the town of Simduiky; which motion 
was disagreed to. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. 
Bbeesb OB Satiuday, was taken up, and agreed 
to, viz: 

Re$ohtd, Tliat the President of the United Statea tie re. 
qneated to inform the Senate what quantitr of the putUc 
lands have been reaerved from sale in the State of Illinois 
as "mineral lands" sonthofthobase line and west of the 
third principal meridian in said State, specifying particular- 
ly the sections and parts of sections so reserved, with the 
township and range In wliich the same are sHnate, and In 
what year the same were reserved, and by what act of Con. 
giess. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. 
WooBMDGS on «it«iiday, was taken up, and agreed 
to, viz: 

Rt—lvti, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 
cate to the Senate such information as mar remain in the 
Oaneral Land Offlce, or the Treasury Deparbnent, concern- 
ing the "errors and frauds" in the surreys of tlie public 
lands in Michigan, in townahipa north and west of Sane*, 
mon bay— alluded to in the last annoal report of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. That he transmit to 
the Senate copies of such memorial, maolntion, or ksisla. 
tive act of the legislature of Miehigan on the same suQeet, 
as may remain in the General Land Offlce. That he cause 
the Senate to be informed what progress may have been 
made in correcting tboae errors and Raads, or in tesurvey- 
ing the lands in question; and that he eommuaieate to the 
Senate an eatimate of the probable expense of coapleting 
thoae corrections or rcaurreys. 

RtulttdfitrtluT, That the said secretary inform the Sen- 
ate, on or befoie the flrat day of the next session, of the prog- 
ress made in conectinc the errors and completing the re- 
turns of the survey of township I sooth, range 7 east, in 
the same State, and an estimate of the damages sistained 
(if any) by individual purchasers of lands within said town, 
sliip by reason of such errors of surreys or false or imper- 
fect retuma of such surrey ; and 

Rftolirti fmthtr. That the said secretary inform the Sen- 
at« wliether, from the character of the country, or trom diffi- 
culty of access, there he any portion of the pnbUc lands 
along the borders of Lake Huron, or elsewhere in the State 
of Michigan, for the surrey of which the rata of conpensa- 
tion affixed by law is inadequate, and what addition to aueh 
rate of compensation in his opinion may tw requisite. 

The act from the House extending the judiciary 
acts, was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The bills from the House making appropriation 
for the payment of naval pensions, and the support 
of the military academy at West Point, for the year 
ending 30th June, 1846, were read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
ttonary Claims, made an adverse report (which was 
ordered to be printed) on the petition of Francis 
Sumter, the administrator de bomi.non on the estate 
of Thomas Sumter, praying the reimbursement of 
money advanced by him to the United States during 
the revolutionary war. 

Mr. CHOATE submitted a motion that an addi- 
tional number of the abstract of the treaty of China 
be printed; which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the Senate re- 
siuned the consideration of the bill entitled "An act 
to provide for the satisfaction of claims of certain 
American citizens for spoliations committed by the 
French prior to 1800." 

The question being, "Shall the bill pnssf" 

Mr. McDUFFIE very much r^retted that the 
Senate was called upon to act upon a bill of such 
magnitude as this without having ample time to dis- 
cuss its merits. He said it had passed to its present 
stage through the Senate very rapidly, without even 
any discussion at all, except the speech of the sena- 
tor from Massachusetts [Mr. Choate] in its sup- 
port, which he understooid (as he did not ^ear it) 
was a very able argument in favor of the claims. 
He slated this not lor the purpose of making com- 
plaint, but as his apalogy lor presenting, at that 
stage of the proceeding, an argument against the 
bill. 

Mr. McD. then alluded to the history of the 
claims, which originated nearly half a century ago, 
in consequence of spoliations committed by the 
French prior to 1800; and, so far as there was any 
responsibility on the part of the government to sat- 
isfy them, were rejected forty-three yeara ago. The 
first application to Congress, he believed, was maile 
in 1802, though the number of applicants could not 
be ascertained, as all the petitions successively pre- 
sented had been withdrawn by tlie claimants. He 
inferred, from a petition presenud in 1807, that the 
number of claimants was not more than ten or fif- 
teen. The number in 180S was probably not much 
larger. The next application lor indemnity was 



made in 1818 to the House of Representatives. It 
was submitted to a committee of which Mr. Roberta, 
of Penna^vania, was chairman, who made on ad- 
verse report upon it. Another application was made 
in 1822 by a few individuals, and referred to a cent- 
ntittee of which Mr. Russell, of Rhode Island, was 
chairman, who also made a report unfavorable to 
the claimants. Again, in 1824, the claims were re- 
ferred to a committee of the other House, of which 
Mr. Forsyth, of Georgia, was chairman, who made 
an adtrerse report upon diem. So that all the re- 
ports and all the decisions of Congress, prior to 
1827, were adverse to the claimanta, except a report 
made by Mr. Minguh, of North Carolina, who 
expressed the opinion that government was bound 
to satisfy the claims, but upon grounds no 
one woiild maintain at this day. So far as 
he (Mr. McDirprm) had any knowledge, 
the decisions of the Senate had been unfavorable to 
the claimants. Mr. McD. then went into a history 
of the origin of these claims, the circumstances under 
which the spoliations were committed, the proceed- 
ings of the two governments — France and England 
—concerning them, with the view to show that the 
Unites States was not bound in justice, or by the 
application of the principles of the law of nations, to . 
satisfy them.. 

Before he had concluded, the hour for proceeding to 
the order of the day had arrived, and the bill was 
laid aside for to-day. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the joint resolution from the 
House for the admission of the Slate of Texas into 
the Union — the question pending being the motion 
of Mr. Archer for its indefinite postponement. 

Mr. WOODBURY, being entiUed to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for about two hours. 

He said he regretted extremely that, under exist- 
ing circumstances, the resolution before the Senate 
bM been opposed with such earnestness by the rr- 
port from the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
also by the two able speeches of the senators from 
Kentucky and Viiginia, [Messrs. Morehkad and 
Rives.] This feeling of opposition arose, in a great 
measure, in relation to the mode of annexation 
adopted by the other House as to this great na- 
tional question; but it was not his purpose to im- 
pugn the motives of those who differed from hira in 
opinion; he should only deal with their ai^i roent^. 
That this resolution had ptused by a decided nta- 
jority in the other House, after there had been a 
virtual appeal to the people of this country in rela- 
tion to the subject-matter of the resolution, and afiei 
those who came fresh from the people had decided 
upon the propriety of adopting it; that it is as- 
sailed, under these circumstances, as not merely un- 
constitutional, but inexpedient, — was, be confessed, a 
circumstance well calculated to create stirprise. L^ 
him not be miaonderslood by any gentleman on the 
other side, in what he now said, as admitting that be., 
([Mr. W.,) or any with whom he was associated, 
if it should be proved that this measure was uncon- 
stitutional or inexpedient, stood here to carry out 
this measure, in the language of those two senators 
who had lately addressed the Senate, as a high- 
handed measure of party supremacy. On the con- 
trail, those with whom he [Mr. Woodbcbt) was 
associated were equally opposed with himself to 
any violation of the constitution; and as this resolu- 
tion would conform to that constitution or not, so 
they would support it or oppose it. And let it not 
be understood either, as was intimated in the report 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations, that this 
was an attempt to appropriate to ourselves the 
lands of a weak and unoffending neighbor, withont 
its consent, by a sort of piratical seizure upon their 
property. No such attempt was c/intemp!ated by 
any of the friends of the measure. It could not de; 
and yet it was charged against them, that, by a tem- 
porary, fleeting m^ority, and a few resolves from the 
House of Representatives, they were delermin^ to 
carry the measure, if possible, whether inexpedient 
or unconstitutional. 

He repelled all such inferences — all such imputa- 
tions. He yielded to no one in courtesy as to the 
motives of gentlemen on the other side: he charged 
none of them with opposing this measure upon par- 
ty considerations, nor would he allow any such 
motives to be attributed to those on his side of the 
House. What! seizing upon the lands of an iin- 
ofiending neighbor, because it is weak, when ibis 
resolution merely expresses our assent to thai 
neighbor coming into the Union, and co-openttin; 
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with \n in the great buBiiiesa of aeif-goTenunent; 
and when this government, which had been in exist- 
enoe fifty yeara, without atain or reproach, had never, 
to hi* certain knowledge,8eized upon a foot of land be- 
joneing to any neighbor, or any remote government— 
had never, by feloniouB eeizure, taken a particle of 
property of that deacription, upon any of the many 
oocaaiona which had oceured to tempt such 
cupidity, if it exiated! When they had it in their 
power to obtain by seisure distant islanda and 
distant provinces, they forbore; they disdained to 
make use of that power. They wished for no ao- 
^Disition of that sort. We dcaired no (ratemiza- 
uon, unless with those powers which wished to 
fraternize with us. and partake of our institutions, 
unless they could be connected by the fVee 
principles of our government — not taken by 
seizure. When gentlemen talked about Patago- 
nia and the Celestial Empire coming into 
this Union, as he had heard suggested more than 
once, let them look back into our constitutional his- 
tory, and see if it is possible tor this govemroent to 
embrace any nation, unless that nation be willbg to 
come in and adopt our republican institutions. 

And where does this charge come from — the 
charge that we are aggrandising ourselves at the 
expense of a great prioaple of national law, and in 
violation of the rights of neighboring countries? 
From a nation from whom we had never, since our 
independence, obtained a foot of property — fVom t^ 
nation which had seized upon lands, provinces, and 
legions of country in every auarter of the habitable 
globe; and who nad blottea over the map of the 
world with her forts of defence and offence, as we 
have with ligbt-houaes on our coasts, to protect and 
to save. When Poland was disbanded — ^when 
Afighanistan was seized upon — that waa only a 
nine days' wonder, and no complaint, no in- 
terference, waa heard from us. But when we 
merely express our assent, (as the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania LMr. Bdch4nan] had 
■aid; when we merely consent that another 
country may unite with us in government — 
and that country formed of one hundred thousand 
of our brethren, our kith and kin, men who had 
worshipped at the same altars with us, who had 
been educated at the same school, trained up to the 
tame republican principles, who had fought with us 
at New Orleans and Chippewa;— when we merely 
consent that they may come into our Union and 
participate in the blessings of our institutions,-.- 
one would suppose that the elements of our re- 
publican government were 'to melt with apolitical 
neat, and chaos was to come again. He repelled 
all such inferences and attacks. He stood here to 
say that he was as jealous of our constitutional 
privileges and forms of government as any man on 
the other side of the house. He yielded that they 
were patriotic in their motives, and claimed that his 
side were also patriotic North, Sonth, Elast, and 
West — such portions of them as belonged to the 
party with which it was his pride to act — were as 
jealous on this subject, and held the constitution as 
sacred, as any who charged them with an attempt 
to trample upon it by means of a high-handeo, 
fleeting majority. What, then, were these consid- 
erations as to expediency, and what were they as to 
constitntional rights?' Had we not travelled over 
this whole subject of expediency at a former session? 
had it not gone out to the world? had not the whole 
nation been agitated by it during the recent presi- 
dential canvass? aqd was it not as well understood 
now as it could be by a year's further discussioa' 
After all this, would gentlemen stand here and deny 
the general expediency of a measure of this kind — 
the expediency of sustaining the general defence of 
this country, oy unitinc with a people in our neigh- 
borhood, who ask the Uberty to become incorpora- 
ted with us, and enter into our measures for self- 
protection and self-defence? Our fathers settled, in 
the old Congress, the great question, after long de- 
bate, that our people, for the general defence, might 
cross the Alleghanies, and that they might go to the 
Mississippi, and should be free to navigate that river, 
and be firee to navigate the great outlet. That people 
we are bound to protect. We are bound, also, to carry 
outthe very first object in our constitution — the pro- 
tection of domestic tranquillity. We are bound to 
protect the institutions of our country, and the prop- 
erty of our fellow-cilizenS; and whether our p«ople 
be on the plains of Savannah, or the prairies of the 
West, while the constitution lasts we are bound to 
pratect them; and gentlemen, when they assail a 
proposition which tends to carry out that object of 
the conMitntion, omwI thcoonititution itself, and not 



merely the proposition. Do we not know, also, 
that we are bound to protect the frontier in every di- 
rection from the tomahawk and the torch of the sav- 
age, and that the policy of this government had 
driven the Indians upon that remote frontier. Was 
it not our duty to protect the settler from their at- 
tacks, and see that he is not butchered in his cabin. 
And yet gentlemen say there are no grounds of ex- 
pediency m this measure. He passed by all these 
arguments, however. The great object, he appre- 
hended, in this discussion, and that which was moat 
important, was the question whether the constitu- 
tion would admit or the accomplishinent of this 
proposition in the mode contemplated. It was 
said that it might be in better form, because it 
asks the assent of Texas. Hs had no doubt that it 
might be better in a different fbrm; but let him tell 
gentlemen that, if Texas was to be admitted upon 
an equal footing with the other States, was it not 
as proper to ask her consent as that the constitution 
should have asked the consent of Virginia, New 
York, and other States? And when you bring it in 
as a government, not as a territory, does she not 
come in nt>on an equality with the original States? 
And let him say, also, Texas never would refuse 
her consent to divide her territory upon a general 
constitutional law. How was it the great States 
bad uerer refused their consent to divide? Where 
was the want of consent from the Old Diminion to 
thedivisionof Kentucky?— of North Carolina to the 
division of her territory into new States.'— of Mas> 
sachusetts to the division of Maine? You let New 
York, the Empire State — let her people (for he ad- 
mitted that this was a government of people, as will 
as of States) rise and say that she should be di- 
vided for the interests of the people, and New York, 
as a Stale, assented to the proposition. Were 
they not, like Texas, consulted upon this 
division? This proposition to consult Texas 
upon die division of her territory he 
alluded to because it came from the other branch of 
Congress with a decided majority. It was said, as 
another objection to this bill, that the lands and In- 
dicuis cannot be managed as well by Texas as by 
the general government. He grEinteo it. He would 
prefer, in that respect, the proposition of the honora- 
ble senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Ashlet;] but he 
did maintain that the proposition now under con- 
sideration gets rid of one great objection to this an- 
nexation; and that is, that we do not assume the 
debts of Texas. They ate now left to be paid by 
Texas herself. They must be lefV so, because j 
otherwise it would involve insurmountable objec- 
tions throughout the whole country. As it stands 
row, it gels rid of all that. Can we do justice to 
Texas in that way? It is said, truly, we take away 
her custom-house; but if her lands were one quarter 
sold, she would have ample means to extinguish her 
debt to the dollar; and, of course, these lands in- 
crease in value upon being united to ours. Is then 
any impropriety to the creditor in this? Is there 
any impropriety in making a convenience of 
her custom-houses when enough is left be- 
hind to secure them? He would pass by all that 
with a single word as to its respectfulness. If 
we had never had any communication with Teicas 
upon this matter, there might be something disre- 
spectful in it. But in what position do we stand? 
Hava we not been negotiated with, have we not un- 
derstood each other from the beginning? Is it dis- 
respectful thataco-ordinate biandi ofthe government 
should act upon it? The great question iJien is, is it, 
or is it not, constitutional to annex Texas, or rather 
consent to her admission, in the manner proposed in 
this resolution? Now, if he understood the report 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations, and the 
speeches of the two gentlemen who had addressed 
the Senate within a few days past, [Messrs. Moac- 
head and Ri rzs,] the first objection urged was, that 
Congress cannot admit new Slates into the Union 
which are not territory already belonging to the 
Union. That was one branch of the opposition. An- 
other branch of opposition was, that we cannot ad- 
mit States into the Union by an act of Congress, 
although before territory within the Uniled States, 
because it was not within the Union in 1789. 

[Mr. Archbk said, from his seat, that the gentle- 
man was perfectly right in regard to the first objec- 
tion, but not in regard to the second.] 

Well, sir, what do we say on this side? That 
you may admit new States, by an act of Congress 
into this Union, whether they were territory in 
the Union or not previous- ts the passage of this 
act, and whether it was in the Union or not in 17^. 
That was the difference between us. Bat it was not 



enough to state the difference, but upon what 
grounds they say on the other side that we cannot 
admit States into the Union, unless they were an 
existing part of the territory of the Union. They 
say that the treaty-making power is the only power 
that can bring territory into the Union which was not 
before in it. We say you can bring it in either by 
the treaty-making power or by act of Congress. 
But when they come to reason upon the constitu- 
tion in support of their arguments, they resort 
to oonstnlctioD and implication to sustain them, 
in interpreting a clause m the constitution which 
requires no mteipretation: "New States may be 
admitted by the Congress into the Union." Now, 
if new States can be admitted by the Congress inio 
the Union, we of course admit lands and people; 
and let him ask the chairman ofthe committee, [Mr. 
AacBER,] what do States mean in this case? Sup- 
pose the constitution had said nan lamb and people 
may be admitted into the Union by the Congress: 
where would be the difference? And what do gen- 
tlemen say to this plain language of the constitu- 
tion? They say you must not take the plain lan- 
guage of the constitution, but lake it in this way: 
Before you admit new lands into the Union, you 
most go buy those lands; thus interpolating this 
clause m the constitution, or raising it up, in order 
to batterilown an express clause. How, then, did 
each side stand upon this subject' Upon this side 
they stood as they had always stood — supporting 
the constitution in its express grants, wherever 
they were express, they wished to carry them out. 
How did they stand on the other side? They stood 
not upon the words of the constitution, but upon 
whatever implication and construction they chose 
to make from it. This was building up an implied 
meaning in order to batter down an express one. 
Which of the great parties of this country had al- 
ways stood up for the rights of the people of tlie 
States and of Congress against executive encroach- 
ment' He would tell gentlemen that the very con- 
test here was a contest between the powers of Con- 
gress, as given to Congress by the people, and the 
powers of the executive at the other end of the 
avenue. It was well known that gentlemen on the 
other side always had the disposition to increase 
the executive power. We did not contend that 
Congress held in its hands the treaty-making power. 
One woukl suppose, from the arguments, that the 
Senate and Hbuae of Representatives were trying 
to steal from the executive the power to make trea- 
ties. What was the contest? It is whether you 
shaH arm, by construction, this executive with the 
power to repeal the express language of the coiistitu-' 
tion, and give him a |M>wer which belongs to the 
two Houses of Congress. He intended to meet the 
arguments from the other side with firmness. He 
would neither dodge nor flinch. Why did they 
argue that the constitution gives the treaty-making 
power to the executire? Had it ever been denied 
that the executive hail the power to make treaties? 
Had we denied it from the foundation of the.go\- 
emment? 

In order to show that he slated the very same 
thing which gentlemen had ui^ed, he had before 
him Mr. Madison's resolution, showing that 
tlie House of Representatives did not claim any 
agency in making treaties. [Mr. W. here quoted 
from the Journal of the House the extract to which 
he referred.] 

And iipon what grounds, then, did the honorable 
senator from Virginia say that the House, in pass- 
ing these resolutions, were assuming on executive 
{lower? In adopting these resolutions, did it not 
eave the ratification of treaties to the Senate as it 
was before? Gentlemen will say how con this be 
when the Senate refused to ratify the treaty of 
Texas at the last session, when the matter was re- 
ferred to them? He would explain the difference. 
In that case the attempt, by treaty, was not to ad- 
mit Texas into this Union. No such proposition 
was made. We might buy one acre or a million 
of acres of territory t>y treaty, but that was not ad- 
mitting her into the Union as a State. There 
was no proposition in that treaty to admit 
her into the Union as a Slate. He said then, 
when that treaty waa pending, that if ever 
she was admitted as a State, it must be by Con- 

Kess. That was what was now undertaken to 
done. Do we propose to admit her as a Territo- 
ry, not as a State? On the contrary, the tnaty is 
repudiated, and we proceed to admit her asa state 
by this resolution. At the last session of Congress 
we were acting under the grant in the constitution 
given to the tieaty-faaking power. He need not 
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talk of that. We were now acting upon the power 
conferred upon Congrew, and not upon the treaty- 
inakinf power, to admit new States. Gtotlemen, 
therefore, made nothing by saying that we refused 
to ratify the treaty presented to us at the last session 
of Congress. There was no treaty before us now. 
It was an entirely different subject — that of nudcing 
Texas a State. It was different in substance, 
as well as in form. Now the attempt is made to de- 
ny to Congress this express grant. The gentlemen 
talked about this section of the constitution as being 
a short one. He asked the honorable chairman of 
the committee, [Mr. Abcbir,] how long is the 
section which gives the treaty-making power to the 
PreiidenL' and now many express grants are there in 
that claused He had it before him. "The President 
shall have power, by and with the adTioe and con- 
sent of the Senate, to make treaties." Just two 
and a-half lines ! Where was the express giant to 
bring in a State, or even a terrilory? Upon what 
did he found that express grant? "ThiB merely con- 
ferred the power to make treaties. But treaties up- 
on what? . That was the question. On looking into 
the report, he saw that the inforence was, that 
this power could be exercised upon all matters 
connected with the general welbre. Only let us 
make treaties in what concerns the general welfare, 
and that whole clause, which has been known from 
the foundation of the government, gives an express 
power to do anything by a treaty for the general 
welfare! The clause in relation to the general wel- 
fiue is given to Congress and the people, and not to 
the President and the Senate. "Congress shall 
have power to lay and collect taxes, duti^ impoeta, 
and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the 
common defence and gtneral teiJffart of the United 
States." If any inference can be drawn from that, 
it is an inference in favor of the power of Congress; 
whereas, on the other side, they have drawn an in- 
ference in <avor of the grant of the power to the 
President and the Senate. Was there any ground 
for objection against this express grant to admit 
new States, because it was embraced in so short a 
space? Why, he must tell the honorable chturman 
of the committee that his report covered double, 
treble the space of the whole constitution itself, and 
that many of the most important grants in this in- 
. stniment are in three or four words. 

The gentleman from Virginia said that the grant 
was hid in an obscure corner. It was in the very 
place where it should be; it was among the affaira 
and arrangements as to States, and there it should 
be, and there it was distinctly and fiiUy. And let 
him remark that one of the great beauties of that in- 
strument, like the beauty of the Scripture, was its 
brevity and terseness; and such was its precision 
that it had never been found necessary to make an 
alteration in it, except in relation to the mode of 
electing the President, and a clause concerning 
foreign nobdity. It has answered all the objects for 
which it was designed, notwithstanding that brevitv. 

Did this treaty-making power relate particolarlv 
to foreign or exterior reUoions? There was no such 
language in the constitution. Most of the powers 
given to Congress were for foreign purposes— for- 
eign relations; leaving the domestic purposes and do- 
mestic relations to the different States. 

While the gentlemen on the other side are obliged 
te resort to inference for what they maintain — name- 
ly: that it is only by the President and Senate that 
Texas can be admitted — he (Mr. W.) and his 
friends maintained the power of Congress to do it 
by an express grant in the constitution. On one 
side, all aepended upon inference; on the other, on 
the words of the constitution itself. It is an ex- 
press power, just as muph as the enumerated pow- 
en of declaring war or making regulations concern- 
ing commerce. The declaration of war related to 
foreign affaire, and so did regulations of commerce. 
On various occasions, from the beginning of the 
government, Congress took action in relation to for- 
eign loans. In all these instances, would it be con- 
tended that the power of Congress to act ought to 
be taken away and given solely to the executive and 
Senate? It was a strange doctrine that the express 
powen of Congress, under the constitution, should 
be broken down on the plea that the transfer of them 
to the executive and Senate would give greater se- 
curity to the people for the exereise of Aose pow- 
ers, when it was the sovereignty of Uie States was 
represented in the Senate, and the control of the 
people's immediate representatives in the House 
of Representatives was taken away. 

Another strange doctrine on the other side was, 
{bat what was uraal to b* done by other nations by 



treaty, in relation to their adjustments with foreign 
powers, was to be inferred as the intention of the 
conslitutian in relation to this government. But let 
this matter be tested. Did Mr. Jeflferson — as the 
aignments of the senotora from Kentucky and Vir- 
ginia would seem to imply — ^hold that the treaty- 
making power, vested in the executive, with the as- 
sent of tne Senate, absorbed all the powen of the 
government in relation to foreign concerns, leaving 
Congress without any exercise of power on such 
subjects? No; there was nothing ineonsistent in his 
views with the doctrine which he (Mr. W.) and his 
friends held, that the executive and Senate may, by 
the treaty-making power, accomplish anything in 
relation to subjects of treaty with fbreign powere 
which Congress is not empowered by the constitu- 
tion to do; and although in some instances the 
treaty-making power may do what Congress also 
may do, if that is considered more convenient and 
advisable, yet the power of Congress to caoy out 
its express grants in relation to foreign affairs is not 
either abrogated or lessened by the exercise of the 
treaty-makuig power. 

There is no analogy between the powere under 
our constitution andfthe custom or usage of other 
nations which either have no written eonstitution 
or have no legiahttion, or, if they have, legislation of 
a very limited character, because the power of 
declaring war, making treaties, dkc., in monarchies, 
is vestedin the King or Elmperor; and the legisla- 
tive body, if any, exercises no control. The French 
ruler transferred Louisiana to us without consult- 
ing the people of Prance, or thsir representatives, 
as did the King of Spain Florida. Kings and 
Emperon in the Old World have sold and trans- 
ferred territory upon territory, with the people, 
like a flock or sheep. But -^can anything of that 
kind be done here, by implication or otherwise, 
because it ia a custom in Europe? All we can do is 
to admit, with its own consent, a neighboring coun- 
try, under a republican form of government, willing 
to abide by ana support our institutions, to a pai^ 
tidpation in our Union. This can only be aone 
by the consent of the people of the State applying 
for admission, but not otherwise. They coula not 
he transferred into the Union by treaty, according 
to the usage of monarchies, when the people trans- 
ferred are not consulted. This matter of following 
the usages of monarchies might lead to great aJb- 
surdities. For instance, suppose the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations [Mr. Archkr] 
became the chief executive officer of this government, 
and, ^being a bachelor,) should make a matrinoonial 
negotiation with the fair daughter of some foreign 
court: would he think of sending a treaty to the 
Senate for ratification, by which the State of^ Maine 
or the State of Arkansas was to be settled on the 
bride as a dowry? [Great laughter, in which Mr. 
Archer heartily joined.] Yet nothing was more 
common than treaties of marriage and dowry be- 
tween European nations. 

Tha true principle was this: that Congress exer- 
cises the powere given to it in the constitution, till it 
meets with some obstacle, when it has to stop; and 
if these powen are not sufficient to carry it further, 
the treaty-making power comes in and helps to com- 
plete what otherwise should remain imperfecL 
When Congress, exercising its granted powere, 
comes to a stage when it cannot perfect its legisla- 
tion, the treaty-making power is called in to do that 
which legitimately it alone can do. The old confed- 
eration met with no such impediments, for it exer- 
cised the treaty-making power itself. 

Now, although Congress has power, under the 
constitution, to make commercial regulations with 
foreign nations — and that the power has been fre- 
quently exercised, is proved by the various laws on 
our statute book in relation to our commerce with 
Great Britain, which has a legislative body to pass 
laws consenting to and accepting our legislative pro- 
visions,-— yet, m cases where there is no one to treat 
with but an imperial ruler, such as the Emperor of 
Russia, the Imaum of Muscat, or the Emperor of 
China, such regulations must be made by the treaty- 
making power, Decause there are no legislative bodies 
in those countries to pass recipient laws, sucli as we 
should pass by the legislation of Congress, in the 
exercise of the constitutional power. 

But, in reference to the treaty-making power ex- 
ercised by the old confederation — why was it taken 
away and conferred upon the executive and Senate? 
Not, certainly, because there was less security in a 
majority of Congress, and the approval of the Presi- 
dent, than there would be in the President and Sen- 
ate alone, but because it was found extremely in* 



convenient in practice; and therefore, meraly fbrtlw 
sake of convenience and simplification, the treaty- 
making power was vested in the executive, by uid 
with the consent of the Senate. Even then, Patiirk 
Henry, thinking there was more safety in the puti- 
cipation of Congress, wished the House of Repn- 
■entativea to have the power of assenting to treaiin. 
At the Hartford convention the propoaiiionvu, 
that the assent of both Houses should be mjiuTesI 
by a majority of two-fifUis. 

It was plau that, in relation to the laws of Con- 
gress regulating our commerce with the British co(- 
onies, we haveoeen carrying out an express power 
of the constitution in reference to foreign maim of 
negotiation and compact; but had there not hm i 
foreign legislative body to be a party to these regu- 
lations, the subject should have been left to the tm- 
ty-making power— our legislative power remainio; 
unexerciMU because of the obstacle presenuu], but 
not impaired. Where, however, uie legidatim 
power can be exercised— as, for instance, in thoK 
colonial regulations — would any gentleman conteod 
it ought not to be exercised, because the same thin; 
coula be done by treaty? or would any gentlenun 
contend that there was mora safety and security In 
our people in the action of the trcaty than in ike 
action of Con^^ress in the matter 

It is maintamed, on the other side, that all the pre- 
cedents we have, since the be^nning of this gorern- 
ment, in relation to the acquisition of foreign tmi- 
tory, have been founded on the exercise of ihe 
treaty-making power. So they are, and very prop- 
erly, according to the rule hud down, and alreaoy 
explained. Our Ic^Iation could not be respondal 
to by France or Spain, as they had no legiabUTe 
bodies corresponding with our Congress; and if 
they had, the negotiation with them was for 
territory alone — the application for transfer to gs not 
coming from the people, but the acquisition of ihe 
mere territory being our object, for our national r- 
curity. The treaty-making power was propaly 
exercised; and, although the first of these pn- 
cedenu occurred in 1803, it was not till 1819, aix- 
teen yeara afterweurds, that a portion of theterritoiy 
acquired was admittesd into the Union; and then it 
was done by Congress^ agreeably to its exprenoi 
power in the constitntion. A long interval wasal- 
towed for such foreignen as chose to remain on the 
territory to become Americanized, to learn the 
principles and operations of our institution.), 
that they might unite with our own population 
settling there, in due time, for applymg for ad- 
mission into the Union. 

Gentlemen opposite rely much on ar^mems 
founded on their view of Mr. Jefferaon's opinioia;b(« 
he (Mr. W.) could tell them that Mr. Jefferson wai 
stronger authority against them than for them. All 
the eloquence of'^ the senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
MoRB8BJU>] and the senator from Vireinia [Mr. 
RivEi] seemed to aim at proving, through Mr. Jet 
ferson, directly the contrary of what they ihesi- 
selves admit — ^that annexation by treaty is constitii- 
tional. Now, whatever opinions or doubliMr. 
Jefferson at firat held on the subject, it was veil 
known that he subsequently came into the vien 
entertained by Mr. Madison, who made no hesitatios 
of signing a bill admitting a new Slate into the 
Union. 

Mr. MOREHEAD interposed to called the atten- 
tion of the senator from New Hampshire m Mr- 
Nicholas's letter to Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Jeft^ 
son's answer. 

Mr. WOODBURY, in conUnuation, remarW 
that the question discussed in those letters wn ll<t 
acquisition of territory; the question of the admii- 
sion of new States did not arise till nine year* after- 
wards. Mr. Jefferson was not, like Mr. NiehoUi 
or Mr. Madison, a member of the convention, and 
therefore not so well acquainted with the groundsrf 
argument which had prevailed in it. But ennii 
the inference drawn from Mr. Jefferson's opirioM 
were fairly deducible from them, the cases are nc 
parallel ones. The propriety of admitting territory 
by treaty, and new States by legislaticm, cannot be 
treated as the same issue. The treaty-making pos- 
er and legislative power, in those diderent cawiiVt 
not in conflict 

Now, with regard to the ai^piments urged on ih 
other side, that the convention never intended u 
give the power af admitting new Slates fonned out 
of foreign territory, did not the history given tlx 
other day, by the senator from Pennsylvania, pre" 
that the subject was very elaborately debated it 
convention; and that, although the first draft an^ 
sulwsquent amendments of (he fourtU nrtkle of tb: 



Digitized by 



\^oogle 



OONOftESStONAL OLOfiJS. 



999 



oonadtalion h&d reatrictioix in view, all luch re- 
itrieiiong were finally left out, and the general pow- 
er was given to Congresi of admitting new 
Slateif It 18 raid tliat this i* not a legitimate 
power, and therefore we ought not to act upon it; 
that it iinirpa a power legitimately belonging to the 
executive and Senate^the treaty-making powM-. 
He would ask gentlemen where the power is found.' 
Where do we get the powerf Was it not in the 
eoDftitotion — the aune constitution where the judi- 
cial and executive powen, as well as the legiafative 
powers, are given by express grants? The Senate 
WIS a legislative body, yet it was associated with 
the treaty-making power; and it had the approval of 
nominations. So far, therefore, their action, in 
these respects, was the action of « le^alative body- 
Gentlemen apply by implication restrictions to the 
constitution uat they would not to an incorporated 
charter. They wbold not say it was a violation of a 
charter to admit new partners with additional capi- 
tal, increasing the security and augmenting the 
wealth of the institution; yet new States, of the 
ntme republican form of government with our own, 
brothers and children devoted to our institutions, 
and as ready and willing to maintain ourlibertia as 
we are, may not be admitted, lest it would weaken 
and undermine our stability, instead of strengthen- 
ing and knitting it more firmly together, as it obvi- 
ously must do. 

Thus it may easily be seen that there is more 
sperjousness than solidity in the argument that the 
treaty-making power instead of Congress ought to 
be resorted to in regard to this measure; for, as 
we have an express and legitimate power to ac- 
complish the object by legislation, it is proper that 
power should alone be exercised in the first instance, 
as far as it legitimately may go, which is to the full 
extent of admitting Texas in the manner proposed 
by the joint resolution of the House now under con- 
sideration. It is particularly proper, because it is 
more safe and more satisfactory. If the country to 
be annexed had no legistature to consent, there 
would be propriety in leaving the matter to the trea- 
ty-making power. But such was not the fact The 
senator (rom Kentucky seems to think there is ex- 
ceeding great danger m this precedent — he was 
thrown into the horrors at the bare idea that it might, 
however improbable, lead to the admission of for- 
eign governments amongst us, of different tongues, 
religion, institutions, and habits, entirely inimiod to 
our freedom. 

Is there no security m our constitution against all 
this? Did the fathers of that sacred instrument 
think there was more security from these horrors, 
by placing the power of acting in regard to it in 
the hands of the President and Senate, than in the 
united hands of the President, Senate, and House 
of Representatives — in compound legislative depart- 
ment? When they gave the treaty-making power 
to the executive and Senate, the two-thirds major- 
ity in this body was only four; and was it likely 
that they thought these four safer than a majority 
of both Hous^ The idea carried absurdity on 
the face of it. But the whole thing grows out of 
imagining impossibilities. In the first place, it was 
impossible for any other than a republican govern- 
ment, modeled upon our own principles, to be ad- 
mitted coustitutionallj. In the next place, it is only 
a country peopled with our own people, educated in 
pur principles of self-government, devoted to our 
institutions, speaking our own language, and con- 
nected with us by blood and social ties — such a coun- 
try and people as those of Texas — that would seek 
admission into our Union, or that we would consent 
to admit. 

What has been our course heretofore? Have we 
pcen admitting either monarchies or ravage nations 
into our Union? From what quarter of the world 
have we admitted pagans to participation in our 
confederation? During the half century of our exist- 
ence there has been no such admission. When 
Louisiana was acquired we did not admit France to 
our Union; nor aid we Spain when we acquired 
Florida. But, it is said, we propose admitting, with 
Texas, its government. Certainly we do; and there 
is good reason for it. Texas comes in with one 
hundred thousand of our brothers, children, and 
friends) our own race; our own people, who have 
fought with us against tyranny and oppression; who 
have set the splendid example, as well as ourselves, 
of coDtending succerafully for public liberty and 
free institutions; who come amongst us, and amal- 
gamate with us, without nqoiriDg the idteration of a 
'■i^e guanuty olwa nalionitl Mabilily; but, on the 



contrary, increasing our ability to maintain our emi- 
nence among the nations of the earth. 

It has been said that it is a proposition to give a 
preponderance to the South over the Atlantic States. 
What had been the result of the acquisition of Lou- 
isiana, about which the same clamor was raised 
pending the negotiation for that acquisition? Did 
you not gain butan addition of five degrera of lati- 
tude to the southern States, while you gain to the 
northern States eighteen degrees of latitude? Was 
this giving a preponderance to the South? Was h 
not quite the reverse? for gentlemen would not deny 
that, independently of uie disparity between five 
degrees of latitude to the South, and eighteen to the 
North, the free States increase their population much 
fiuter than the slave States. Talk of danger ! The 
danger was altogether on the 'other side. He (Mr. 
W.) did not ray this as the partisan of one section 
or another, but he stood here to do justice — even- 
handed justice to all, the South as well as the North; 
and to abide by the constitution which guaranttes 
the interests of both. 

In the Madison papers he found that, in the con- 
vention on the 14th July, 1787, Mr. Gerry, in rela- 
lalion to the dangers apprehended from western 
Slates was for admitting them on liberal terms, but 
not for putting ourselves into their hands. To 
guard against these consequences, he thought it ne- 
cessary to limit the number of new States to be ad- 
mitted into the Union, in such « manner that the^ 
should never be able to outnaniber the Atlantic 
States. He accordingly moved that the num- 
ber of representatives in the first hranch of the 
States thereafter to be admitted, should never exceed 
the number of representatives from the Slates ac- 
ceding to the confederation at the time. Mr. Sher- 
man opposed it, considering that in these new States 
we were only providing for our children and grand 
children, as likely to be their eitizens as citizens of 
the oM States. 

Thus it is shown that it was even then foreseen 
that, west of the Alleghanies, the descendants of 
those forming the confederation would migrate and 
spread the republic and its institutions. 

But the chief arefument on the other side is, that 
the admission of foreign territory was not contem- 
plated by those who framed the constitution. Now 
what were Mr. Madison's own words? "That there 
was to be no limit to the republic." Was not the 
acquisition of Canada contemplated? Was not the 
necessity of securing, by actfuisition, the navigation 
of the Miasiwippi contemplated, and the command 
of the mouth of that river? Did they never contem- 
plate, in all this, the possession of foreign territory? 

Disunion is talked of. It is said Louisiana was 
brought in by general assent, and we should wait till 
Texas can be so ac()uired too. Now, was not the 
admission of Louisiana a subject of debate just as 
much as the present measure is. If the gentlemen 
who my Texas will be admitted by treaty — for they 
admit that is constitutional, and impl^ that they are 
ready to go for that mode of admission — were the 
friends of annexation, why did they not vote for the 
treaty last session? Why did not the two senators 
from Virginia vote for it? They bow ray they can- 
not vote for the House resolution because it is an- 
nexation by Congress — a usurpation of power bo- 
longing to the treaty-making power. There are 
only the two modes of accomplishing the onnexaton 
of.Texas: either by treaty or by legislation. Now, 
if the senators were opposed to both modes, how 
could they maintain that they were the frieiida of 
annexation? i 

In 1812, we had the first threats of disuniort. 
He held in his hands the proceedings of the Hart- 
ford convention. [Here Mr. W. pointed out 
many passages in the report of these proceeding, 
showing the nature of tne opposition to the admis- 
sion of new States.] 

Here is a newspaper which was received by the 
last mail, containing resolutions passed by the 
lower house of the Massachusetts legislature, con- 
taining the same doctrines held in 1803 and 1813. 
He read them as follows: 

RESOLVES CONCERNING THE ADMISSION OF 

TEXAS. 

I. Rttolctd, That Muucbnuttt bu never dflrgated the 
power to admit into the Union States or Territoriea without 
or boyond the original territory of the Statei and Terri. 
lories belonging to this Union at the adsption of the coq. 
■titutioa of the United Staloa; and that, in whatever man- 
ner the consent of Massachuselt« may have been given or 
ioTerred to the admlHion of the States altetdy, by general 
coDMnt, foimiof a part of the Union, fVomauchlerrttory, 
the admiaaion of each Stales, in the Judgment ofMaaaa- 
cboietta, foims no precedent for the sdmiiaioaof Texsi, 



and can never be inteipreted to rest on powert granted in 

theconstilntioo. 

a. Rf solved, That thtn haa hitherto been no precedpnt of 
an edmisfion of a foreign StBte or foreign territory into the 
Union b^ legislation. And as the powers of legislation 
granted in th« conatltutjon of the United myites to Congr«Bs, 
do not embrace a case of the admission of a foreign State 
or foreign territory, by legislation, into the Union, such an 
act of admission woold iiave no binding force whatever on 
the people of Maaaarbuaetta. 

3. Rttahtd, That Iha power never having been granted 
by the people of Maaiachusetts, to admit into the Union, 
States and Tertttoriea not within the same when the con- 
atUution waa adopted, remains with the people: and can 
onlv be exareiud in such way and manner aa the people 
ahall hereafter designate and appoint 

4. Rtiolrtd, That the people of Maisachnietla will never 
conaent to nse the powera reserved to themselves, to ad- 
mit Texaa, or any other Slal^orTerritory, now without the 
Union, on any other ba<ta than the perfect equality of free- 
men; and that while slavery or slave representation forms 
any part ofthe claims or conditions of admission, Texaa, 
with their conaent, can never be admitted. 

These resolves were adopted in the House of 
Representatives on Tuesday last — yeas 188, nays 
41. 

There was another argument made use of by the 
senator from Virginia — namely, that the interests of 
the South and southeap States would be better se- 
cured and more rafe in the hands of the President 
and two-thirds of the Senate, than in the hands of 
a fleeting majority of.Congrem. Now, as he un- 
derstood the argument, it proved nothing; for the 
members of the Senate represented Slates, and not 
population, and a two-thirds majority of States 
might re|)resenta minority of population; whereas, 
by a majority in the House of Representatives, a 
full majority of the people of Union would be re()- 
resented, which it certainly would not be denied 
was as safe and secure as a two-thirds majority of 
States in this body. 

But who was it that doubted the fidelity of the 
popular branch of Congress to the obligitions ofthe 
constitution? Was it from his (Mr. W.'s) side of 
House that such doubts came? Who talked of ad- 
mitting St Domingo, Cuba, Patagonia, and the 
Celestial Empire? Did any such ideas origi- 
nate, or were they even thought of at his 
side of the House? But all that he could 
para by. When the violation of the constitution 
was so familiarly talked of, it was, however, (mother « 
matter, and it became worth while to ask on which 
side did the most danger of that violation exist— on 
the side ofthe advocates or opponents of the annex- 
ation of Texas? Which side was it that raid the 
constitution was a compact of hell, and ought to be 
abolished? He held in his hand a newspaper he 
htid this day received, from which ha would read an 
extract 

Mr. EVANS. What paper is it? 

Mr. WOODBURY. It is the Liberator— the 
highest authority ofthe opponents of annexation. 

Mr. DAYTON. We do not recognise that au- 
thority to speak for us. 

Mr. WOODBURY. Allow me to read what this 
paper — which represents one wing of the opposition 
to Texas— «ayB. Talking of Mr. Hubbara's state- 
ment, the editor characterizes it as "demonstrating 
what we have reiterated so longond so oficn, that free- 
men and slaveholders can never coalesce under tl e 
same government, but must be in eternal collision 
with rach other, and therefore that none but the be- 
trayers of liberty will be in favor of striking hands 
politically with southern slaveholders, or remaining 
with them one hour in any union or compact. 
TAcy ore a race qfvfumtUn, uni^iM, horriblj) distinct 
firom all ethen, and mart uiiappeasaife, as a ioify, than 
kyenas." 

These are the people who talk of violating the 
constitution by admitting Texas into the Union. 
These are the grounds upon which annexation is 
opposed. It was very probable they were sincere 
in their opinions; and they, no doubt, were entitled 
to entertain them if they could come to such coii- 
victions; but surely they were not the persons enti- 
tled' to prate about violating the constitution. These 
are arguments, however, that should be met prompt- 
ly by every friend of the constitution, and doctrines 
that ou^ht to be rebuked and put down for the 
sake of our Union. As to the mere expression of 
opinions, be did not mean to ray it should 
be put down; for he thanked God this was a coun- 
try of liberty; and he would ray, if dangerous doc- 
trii.es were promulgated, let them be put down by 
the assertion of overpowering principles of truth 
and justice, <md not by the sword. 
^Oentlemen talk about the atability of our insutu- 
tions. Has it not been preserved oy the exercise 
of liie coDstitutiomtl power of enlarging our territo- 
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sry in Ae instance of LouisianL' Will it not now, 
in the instance of Texas, be the same? What 
cbaoees in our form of government have taken place 
^thm the half centoir of our existence^ Not one. 
Contrast this fact with the eouiae of events for the 
same period in the Old-World governments, which 
boast of their stability for centuries upon centuries. 
In England we have seen two revolutions — one that 
of Cauolic emancipation, the other that of the re- 
form laws affecting the franchise and representation 
of the people. In France we have seen revolutions 
ftom an old wonM)ut monarchy to republicanism; 
from that to an empire; then to a restoration of 
monarchy, and finally> to a new dynasty. In Spain 
there has been little else but continuid chsnge of 
government. 

Was it nothing in &vor of this resolution that it 
wotddputan end to the excitement on the subject? 
that it would quiet the turmoil raging through the 
Union, and aim those jetdousies which have caused 
such heartburnings in sectional portions of the 
country? 

There are many points qf argument which should 
be touched upon, if^time permrtted; but they Vould 
doubtlera be ably handled by others. In conclu- 
sion, he would say that, in every view he could con- 
sider the question at issue, he felt convinced the 
measure of annexation was not only constitutional 
in the manner proposed, but m the highest degree 
expedient Ana this was not all. He was free to 
confess he had a wish of the heart on the subject. 
There is, (said Mr. W.,) at this moment, an aged and 
M'owed veteran in his country's service, now at 
the Hermitage, whose flickering lamp of life is fast 
burning out, while we tarry.- tie looks with anx- 
iety to this great consummation of his patriotic 
hopes. Most ardently do I hope he may not pass 
beyond the "bourne from which no traveller re- 
t ums," till he has witnessed the annexation of the 
"lone star" of Texas to this Union. 

Mr. CHOATE next obtained the floor, and, on 
his motion, the subject was informally passed over. 

Mr. BAYARD reported a bill from the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. It was read, and placed on 
the calendar. 

. On motion of Mr. MILLER, the House trill, r»> 
ported from the Commitee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, for changing the time of holding the circuit 
and criminal courts of the county of Washington, 
was taken up for consideration as in committee of 
the wholej but, 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, who intimated he 
had some amendment to offer, it was laid on the ta- 
ble for the present. 

On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate bill 
forthereliefof J. S.Throckmorton was taken up, 
considered, and ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the House bill ex- 
planatory of the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic services of the year 1835, was 
taken up, read a third time, and passed. 

On inotion by Mr. SEVIER, the Senate bill for 
the relief of Qeoi^ Duval was taken up, consider- 
ed, and ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the House bill fbr 
the relief of Peter Von Schmidt was taken up, con- 
sidered, read a third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Senate bill to 
amend an act entitled "An act making appropria- 
tions fbr the naval service for the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1845," was taken up, considered 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. BARROW, the Senate bill to 
authorize a relocation of land warrants, numbers 3, 
4, and 5, granted by Congress to General Lafayette, 
was taken up, considered, and ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. UPHAM, the Senate bill for 
the payment of the 4th regiment in the S2d brigade 
of the 3d division of the Vermont militia, for ser- 
vices in the battle of Plattaburgh, was taken up, con- 
sidered, and ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
third time. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, the Senate bill re- 
turned from the House, with an amendment — the 
bill providing for distributing five hundred copies of 
the books on the exploring expedition — was taken 
up, and, on motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the House 
amendment was referred to the Comimttee on the 
Library. 

The amendment of the'House to the Senate joint 
resoltition, to suspend part of the third section of 



the joint resolution of the 11th September, 1841, 
relating to armories, was concurred in. 

The Senate then went into executive busineas, 
and soon after adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoNDAT, February 17, 1845. 
The journal having been read. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

A letter from the Souind Auditor, transmitting 
copies of such accounts, prepared in obedience to an 
act of Congress of 30th June, 1634, as have been 
rendered by persons charged with the disbursemsnt 
or application of moneys, goods, or effects, for the 
benefit of the Indians, from the 1st October, 1843, 
to the 30th September, 1844, inclusive, together with 
a statement containing a list of the names of all 
persons to whom goods, money, or effects, have 
been delivered within the same period: laid on the 
table. 

A letter from the Secretary of die Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with the twentieth sec- 
tion of the act of the 26th of August, 1843, a de- 
tailed statement of the expenditure of the contingent 
fund of that department for the year ending the 
30th September last: laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
in compliance with the act more effectually to pro- 
vide for the national defence, by establishing a uni- 
form militia throughout the United States, passed 
March 2, 1803, an abstract from the returns of the 
militia of the United States: laid upon the table. 

A letter from the Secretary of tlie Treasury, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of ute 6ih instant, copies of all instructions 
in reference to the collection of duties on wines, 
coffee, or other articles of import, since the 1st day 
of June last; which letter and copies were referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. RATHBUN, on Saturday last, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, reported a bill 
(No. 609) to amend "An act concerning the govern- 
ment and discipline of the penitentiary in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia," passed March 3, 1829; and it 
was read tvirice, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. [This 
notice wbjb accidentally omitted in our report of 
Saturday's proceedidgs.J 

On motion by Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, the bill 
from the Senate, entitled "An act restricting the 
grant of pensions in certain cases," was taken up, 
the queation being on the ameodment reported by 
the Committee .on Revolutiona^ Pensions. 

Afler some remarks from Messrs. D. L. SEY- 
MOUR, McKAY, HAMLIN, and JOSEPH A. 
WRIGHT, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was decided in the affirmative — yeas 
100, nays 54. 

It was then read a third time, and passed. 
HISTORY OF THE EXPLORING KXPEOITIOIT. 
The next was the joint resolution from the Ben- 
ate, No. 11, for the distribution of the work on the 
exploring expedition; which was amended, on the 
motion of Mr. HAMMETT, by the addition of one 
copy for the republic of Texas. 

Mr. HALE moved an addition of one copy for 
the republic of San Marino; which was negatived. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY moved an amendment, tor- 
the purpose of giving a copy to each midshipman 
as well as the lieutenants employed in that expedi- 
tion. 

Mr. BURKE opposed the amendment. He said 
the entire number at their disposal was but one hun- 
dred copies, and this joint resolution disposed of 
nearly sixty of that number. 

Mr. J. P. KBNNEDYadvocated his amendment; 
and, in doing so, set forth the meritorious services 
of the class of ofHcers he had designated, and the 
claims they had on the consideration of the govern- 
ment He also stated that a printer'e token of two 
hundred and fiAy copies could be printed for little 
more than the sum which the one hundred copies 
would cost; and he hoped that the number, there- 
fore, would be increased. 

. He thought if there were favor to be shown to any 
gentlemen, it should be to those belongbg to the sci- 
entific corps; and that it should also be extended to 
the midshipmen as well as to other officers. In no 
government had a similar enterprise been conducted 
with greater skill or greater success. This was our 
first attempt at an addition to nautical and general 
knowledge, and he should be sorry to see it pass, 
without some expression by Congress of approba- 



tion. The expenses were very trifling, portieaUy 
for additional copies — the types, plates, Ac. having 
been of necessity previously prepared fbr any num- 
ber, however small, which might be published. 

The SPEAKER stated that the amendmoit of 
Mr. KEWNEnv would more properly come in in 
another place. 

The question was taken on Mr. Burke's amend- 
ment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. KENinoT's amendment, proposed to the sec- 
ond section, now came up. 

Mr. McDowell held if they were to make 
presents to the officers, they should also to the sail- 
ors. Upon their courage and their labors we most 
rely. If the gentleman would go this length, he 
(Mr. McD.) would unite with nim in support of 
this amendment 

Mr. SCHENCE, dissenting from the views of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. McDoweix,] pro- 
ceeded to argue the policy of the amendment, pro- 
posing to give one copy of the account of thu ex- 
pedition to those officers who bad pertermed it, and 
who, in other governments, would have been 
knighted, or otherwise signally honored. He 
thought some mark of approbation and honor, es- 
pecially when accompamed with so little expense, 
should be given to these meritorious officers who 
bad so signally distinguished themselves in this ser- 
vice. He objected to that portion of the amendment 
which proposed the distribution of the smaller work 
to the midshipmen, thus subjecting the government 
to the purchase from Lieutenant Wilkes, with what- 
ever profit he might see fit to chaige, of a work for 
the midshipmen, of which the material was their 
own journals. 

Mr. KENNEDY considered that the furnishing 
the large work, comprising twenty to twenty-four 
volumes, among ail the officers, and the number 
which he prop<Med of the small work, would not ex- 
haust the number reserved by the government He 
gave notice of a further amendment, and of a reso- 
lution he should move hereafter, if in order. 

Mr. McKAY moved the previous question. 

Mr. KENNEDY hoped it would not be second- 
ed, as it would prevent his offering the farther 
amendment of which he had spoken, and which 
was a necessary part of the amendment already of- 
fered. 

Mr. K., however, on being informed by the Chao- 
that it would be in order, modified the pelidii^ 
amendment so as to include both propositions, in 
this form it proposes to add to the 3d section a pro- 
viso for the distribution to each commissioned of- 
ficer, and to each member of jhe scientific corps, one 
copy of the work, and to the midshipmen employed 
in the expedition one octavo; and it directs ibe 
Library Committee to purchase fifty additional 
copies of the larger edition, and as many of the 
smaller edition as necessary to accomplish the ob- 
ject proposed by these resolutions. 

The question was taken on seconding the demand 
for the previous question; and the vote stood — ayes 
68, noes 34. 

No quorum voting, the question was again taken 
when it was decidra in the affirmative — ayea 91, 
noes 30. 

The main question was then ordered, and being 
taken on the amendment, it was rejected — yeas 65, 
nays 104. 

The question on ordering the resolution to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was carried without a 
division; and it was then read a third time and 



The joint resolution from the Senate to authorize 
the attorney general to contract for the proposed 
edition of the laws of the United States, was taken 
up. 

Mr. BURKE moved to refer it to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BRODHEAD inquired of the gentleman if 
this resolution had been examined by ue Commit- 
tee on the Library. 

Mr. BURKE replied that it had, and that it was 
by their instructions he moved to refer it to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Burke's motion was thenagrnnl to. 

The bill from the Senate providing for a free 
bridge across the Eastern branch of ue Potomac 
was taken up; the question being on reconsidering 
the vote by which it was laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY moved to lay the motion fbr recon- 
sideration on the table. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY said that one of his col- 
leagues who took an interest m the bill was afa«eat, 
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and he uked that the question might be laid over by 
general consent. 

Mr. McCONNELL Objected; and 

The yeaa and nayt were then taken, and resulted 
thua: yeas 91, nays 75. So the motion to lay on the 
table prevailed. 

SURETIES OF SAMUEL 8WARTW0UT. 

The next bill was that which is designed to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to make an 
Arrangement or eompromiae with the sureties of 
Samuel Swartwout, which soma days ago was laid 
on the table. It now came up on a pending motion 
to reconsider the TOle by which the oil! was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. MURPHY said he knew this motion was 
not a debatable one, but he hoped the House 
would reconsider the vote, so Aat the friends of the 
bill might be heard in iu favor. He was satisfied 
the facts of the case were not fUlly understood; and 
he therefore made an earnest appeal to the House to 
agree to the pending motion, and thereby permit 
some explanation to be made. 

Mr. G. D.WIS called for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER put the question to the House, 
and 27 voted in its favor; which were deemed suf- 
ficient. 

Mr. MURPHY called for a cofint of the other 
side, and 69 voted in the negative. No quorum 
voting. 

Tellers were then called for, and Messn. Bdrke 
and Grinnell were appointed, and they reported 
30 in the affirmative; so the yens and nays were or- 
dered, and being taken, resulted thus: yeas 71, nays' 
77. So the motion to reconsider was lost. 

REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 
The next bill was the bill to regulate the pay of 
the army of the United States and for other par- 
poses, on which the previous question had been or- 
dered. 

The question was taken, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The question then being on the passage of the 
bill, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY said as then: were some 
important provisions in this bill, he wished, before 
taking the question, to move a call of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and gave his views at some 
length upon this bill — in favor of which he should 
vole — and upon various other subjects connected 
therewith, and with the action of tbu House during 
the present session. Notwithstanding this rage for 
the reduction of the army, no man, he said, could 
fail to see that if the measures which had passed 
this House for the "reannexation" of Texas, (in- 
cluding a great portion of undisputed Mexican tei^ 
ntory, and in the city of Santa Fe,) and for the im- 
mediate occupation of Oregon, passed into laws, our 
army must be vastly inerwsea, involving the addi- 
tional expenditure of millions. 

Indeed, he understood .that there waa a proposi- 
tion on foot which had not yet reached the Housp, 
to raise five additional regiments. He went onto 
speak of the possibility of England's getting Cuba 
by a cession from Spain; and contended that, in that 
event, we should have no right to go to war with 
her alter our taking Texas. He asked what would 
be the probable event of any battles we might have 
with England, with a navy only half as large as 
hers; and that to get a navy sufficient to cope with 
her, we must saddle the nation with an additional 
ex pense of forty millions a year. Great Britain will 
say that the necessity for her lakingCuba will be 
much greater than ours for taking Texas, for the 
purpose of extending the area of freedom by ex- 
lendino; tmd perpetuatmg slavery. The occupation 
of Oregon would also require a large increase of our 
army; and he then spoke of the protnbility of our 
reannexing California, which would require an addi- 
tional force. 

He contiriued to speak of the probable conse- 
quence of this spirit of con'juest which was mani- 
fesuiig itaelf, somewhat ironically. Heg[ddatsome 
future day we might hear the Speaker not only an- 
nounce on this floor the "gentleman fh>m the 
Rocky mountains," or "the gentleman f^om the Pa- 
cific," or "the gentleman from Patagonia," but "the 
genUeman from the North Pole," [laughter,] and 
also "ihe gentleman from the South Pole," [renew- 
ed laughter;] and the poor original thirteen States 
would dwindle into comparative insignificance as 
jwru of this mighty republic. He spokealso of the 
compromise of the Tejus question as ap insuU to 



the freemen whose representatives agreed to it; and 
added that the line 36° 30' there fixed, was more 
than IP further than the territory of Texas ever ex- 
tended. He said that 34° was as far as Texas could 
claim. It would be recollected that a resolution had 
been here agreed to calling upon the President to 
inform this House what were the boundaries of 
Texas; but they had not yet got any answer. He 
was commentinig on this subjsa when his hour ex- 
pired. 

Mr. RAYNER next obtained the floor; and he 
said he was opposed to a reduction of the army, 
whether in regard to its materiel or to its pay, as 
contempleUed by the bill under consideration; and 
although he concurred in many things here with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, he did so nst for 
the same reasons. But in respect to the annexation 
of Texas to this Union, he was opposed to it, be- 
cause he believed it would involve this country in a 
foreign war; and hence he was opposed to a reduc- 
tion of the army; and likewise because be beheved 
that the army should be increased, rather than di- 
minished; for no matter what might be his hostility 
to that measure, if the voice of his country declared 
that Texas should be annexed, and foreign war 
should be the consequence, he would go for his 
country, right or wrong. He should be in favor of 
prepcuing a force, not alone on land, but on the 
ocean, by which we might be able to achieve glory 
and honor, both in peace and war, if his country re- 

Smred it. He was also opposed to this reduction of 
le army on account of the lurking feeUng display- 
ed here and manifested against a high military man 
•f this country. What a demoralizM state of things 
in this country may not prevail, when they saw 
men here seek to effect a great national object out of 
hostility to an individual! This feeling was be- 
traying iUelf against a man who had fought gallant- 
ly under the "stars and stripes," when many of 
those who assailed him were in their nurse's armn; 
a roan who bore on his mutilated body honored 
scars received in his country's cause; a man who 
was as remarkable for his administration of civil af- 
fairs, when he was intrusted with them, as for his 
judgment and prowess in the field. Gentlemen 
seemed to anticipate trouble as coming from that 
distinguished man; but if he mistook not the signs 
of the times, the day was coming when he would 

§ire them much more trouble than they now 
link of. 

He had said that the annexation of Texas to this 
Union will inevitably involve this country in a for- 
eign war, and he now proposed to give some rea- 
sons which had brought him to that conclusion; and 
he did so with more propriety, because it was gco- 
erally understood that the measure which had pass- 
ed the House will, in all probability, come back in 
a somewlist difierent shape than that in which it 
leftfl. He was anxious, when this subject was be- 
fore this House, to express his views upon it, be- 
cause he was anxious that the people of that section 
of country from which he came should know the 
grounds on which southern men stood on this 
question; but be was now more anxious, 
because he could not fail to discover a tone 
of feeling here which may result in conse- 
quences hereafter that may jeopard our free in- 
stitutions, and Si.ake this Union to its centre. If, at 
the period of the Missouri compromise, and the ad- 
mission of a Slate which grew up out of our undis- 
puted territory — at a time, too, of comparative quiet 
and composure — this country was well nigh blown 
into fragments. What might not be expected now, 
when a proposition was made to annex territory to 
which, tnus far, we have acquired no shadow of a 
title, and on which the pubhc mind is already rest- 
less and feverish, and wnich is stimulated to mrther 
action by fanaticism at one hand of the Union, and 
disaffection at the other. They had been told that 
on such subjects they should not look at ulterior re- 
sults, but to their immediate and palpable elements; 
but he could not agree with such a proposition. 
They were legislating for the future as well as for 
the present, and it was the part of statesmanship to 
look at every question inTegard to the influences 
which it will exercise on the whole country. It 
was the part of wisdom to foregojiresent advantages 
for future and greater good;,and in legislating, duty 
required of then) not only to secure for the present 
the greatest good of the greatest number, but to guard 
against evil (or all time to come. He then went on to 
enumerate some sf the evils which he believed would 
result from the aniiexHtion of Texas. He said, in 
respect to the objection that there was a want of 
power to acquire foreign territory, that he copsid- 



ered that a settled question. The purchase of Lou- 
isiana in 1803, and of Florida in 1819, had settled 
that question as ftr as precedents could settle a 
question; for, notwithstanding the constitutional dil^ 
nculties which presented themselves in the purchase 
of Louisiana, the almost imanimous acquiescence 
of all sections of this country, and the almost unani- 
mous approval of all departments of our govern- 
ments, and classes of our people, plainly prove that 
this matter had been determined by the public voice 
not to be contrary to our national \x>\lcy, or incon- 
sistent with our organic law; and he who took dif- 
ferent ground now must be an impracticable and 
dreaming visionary indeed, and be likely to be 
left far behind in the march of improvement. Nor 
did he see anything in the objections which had 
been urged on the ground of a surrender of the sov- 
ereignty of Texas. If Texas could dispose of an 
acre of her territory, she could dispose of ihe whole. 

He further examined, at some length, the objec- 
tion that had been made to the annexation of Texas 
on the ground that it would be a surrender of her 
sovereignty. He denied that this would be the case, 
and aiguea that the purchase of her territory would 
not necesscu-ily be the purchase of her sovereignty, 
but the merging of her sovereignty in that of the Uni- 
ted Slates, only so far as the first was inconsistent 
with tlie second. 

As he stood entirely on his own ground, and did 
not wish to be held responsible for the arguments of 
other gentlemen against this measure, he proceeded 
further to point out what he considered the inva- 
lidity of some other arguments against annexation. 
One of these was the distinction that had been uiged 
between the acquisition of foreign territory and of 
foreign Slates. He thought that one was as practi- 
cable as the other. 

Nor did he object to annexation on the ground 
that it would be a breach of faith towards Mexico. 
The distinction between independence tb facto and 
independence dt jvn he contended was obsolete. 
In recognising the independence of Texas we had 
acknowledged her an entire sovereign, as fully com- 
petent to dispose of her sovereignty as to make a 
commercial treaty; and such a treaty we had made 
with her. If Mexico, following out the stubborn- 
ness of her disposition, should refuse for fifty years 
to acknowledge the independence of Texas, must 
we wait during that time before we could treat with 
her as a foreien nation? 

He now Mvanced to the main partof hisaigu- 
mcnt, and laid down the proposition first that under 
our institutions this House could not rightfully take 
tognizance of any such question. There could not, 
imder our institutions, constitutionally be any such 
thing as extra-territorial legislation. Our laws re- 
ceived their binding force under the constitution. 
The constitution extended only over the limits of 
the United States; and consequently our laws lost 
all their vitality the very moment they overetepped 
the boundary of the territory of the United Slates. 
This was a contract with a foreign nation; "treaty" 
was the only word used in the eonstilutioD, where 
reference was made to compacts with foreign as- 
tions; and hence an obvious conclusion (he argued) 
was, that all contracts, or compacts with foreign n»- 
tions, were treaties. It was only by treaty that the 
inceptive steps of a contract with foreign nations 
could be entered into; it was true, that in adjusting 
the subsequent details, the action of Congress 
might be necessary. It was indispensably neces- 
sary, first to bring the snbject before the House in 
the proper mode for consideration. Sitting here as 
a House of Representatives, they could not know 
officially that Texas was willing to come into this 
Union; that must be ascertains by the treaty-ma- 
king power established by the constitution. 

Another reason against this measure: annexation 
i>y act of Congress would introduce into our sys- 
tem a new element of strife and confusion. If an- 
nexation was effecied by act of Congress, would 
not that act, like all other the acu of Congress, be re- 
pealable? No pledge would be given, or could be 
given, to a foreign nation by act of Congress; con- 
sequently, what would there be to prevent the re- 
peal of this act? He did not wish to be understood 
as saying that should tbe question thus ever arise, 
he would vote for the repeal of the act. He should 
vote against it fur the sake of the preservation of 
the peace and harmony of the nation. But he re- 
ferred to the fact, that m the excitement of feeling 
which was engendered by this measure, the ques- 
tion nf repeal might be agitated, and should a ma- 
jority be returned to Congress in favor of such re- 
peal, what patriot cotfld eonteoiplats the slats of 
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ttiinga that would then ensue, bat with horror. 
What hope ever after could be indulged of the har- 
mony, or of the perpetuation of our glorioua Union? 
It was said that this cry of repeal might be raised 
against the new States that haa been admitted into 
the Union, as well as against Texas; but the case 
was widely different. When these States were ad- 
mitted, we were dealing with our own people and 
with our own territory, and no neeotiation with a 
foreign State was necessary. The deeds of cession 
and mc ordinance of 1783, in relation to the North- 
western Territory, as well as the purchase of Loui- 
siana, operated as a pledge as binding as the consti- 
tution itself. This nation never couUI be bound to 
another one, except in the way pointed out by the 
constitution. Mr. R. then replied to . some of the 
arguments of Mr. Douglass, and continued speak- 
ing a few minutes when the Speaker announced that 
his hour had expired. 

Mr. JAMES A. BLACK observed that he did 
not design, at this late hour, to detain the House by 
any remarks on this bill. He only desired to say, 
injustice to himself and the committee, that in this 
whole attempt at reform they were influenced by no 
hostility to the army or its gallant head. On the 
contrary, their desire was to render it more efficient, 
and to promote the true interests of its officers. The 
salary of the major-general had been increased to 
over f7,000 n year, and though he was willing to 
bring it bock to ^,(MX), he would do so out of no 
hostility to him, or want of respect for his distin- 
guished services, and he would be willing to vote for 
him as high a salary as for any other officer in that 
command. He, and those who acted with him, 
were not for reducing the army, but for reforming 
its abuses. He would not have said thus much hail 
it not been for the remarks of the gentleman from 
Masaachusctts and the gentleman firom North Caro- 
lina. Mr. B. concluded by moving the previous 
question. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD called for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill, which were ordered, 
and the question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative — yeas 107, nays 37. 

So the bill was passed. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House an 
executive communication from the Post Office De- 
partment, showing the amount for certain expendi- 



tures for wrapping paper, (tc. It was referred to 
the Committee on tnt ~ "' • . ~ 

Office Department. 



the Committee on the Expenditures in the Post 



Mr. R. CHAPMAN endeavored to get the House 
to take up a bill in which he felt some interest; but, 
pending that motion. 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting Ihcm: 

By Mr. UOWLIN: The petition of the Hon. Bryan Mulan- 
pby aii.t (3<)otl)nrs. ineuibem oftlie St. Louis bar, unking that 
(he OccifJioiis ofthu Sui»r<-me (;ourt of the United Stales be 
r«puhli^hei), at public expense, and distributed, upon some 
equital'le basis, to public libraries and other institutions, 
so that the principles there adjudicated and settled may have 
a more extensive circulation: referred to the Joint Com* 
mittee on the Library. 

ByJ.l::.CAKV: The petition of Nosh Ely and SSothen, 
citi/.ensof Otjsego and (;henango counties, praying for the 
eatablUhment of a mail route from Oneonta to*N**w Berlin, 
hy way of Butternuts: referred to the Committee on the Pott 
Office und Post Roads. 

By Mr. MACLAV: The memorial of Walter R. Jonea, 
Jacob Har\-ey, and other officers and penoos connected 
n'ithinsuiance companies In thecitv of New York, for the 
enlistment of bnys in a naval sciiool: committed to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. JttOLACK: The petition of citizens of northern 
Pennsylvauia. for the e^lullisbment of a national foundry 
at VVilliesbdrre, Pennsylvania: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The memorial of 
citizens of Willietharre, asking thepusage of the Senate 
bill for thu reduction of postage: referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on llie state of the Union. 

By .Mr. SI.MON.S: Thn petition of tlit widow of the late 
General Pitco, fur a claim originating in the war of 1813. 

By .Mr, BUfpiKINtJTO.S: The petiUon of Mobert D. Mc- 
Kee and 131 others, citizens of western Pennsylvania, pray, 
in:^ for the construction of a .Macadamized rt>ad from the 
C-umtterland road, by the Vnited States arsenals at Pitts- 
burgh and Mciflville. to the harbor of Erie. The petition 
of tames Sullivan and 91 others, of similar import. The 
jielilinu of Jrtines Douglaf s and JO others, of similar import. 
J'ne p<-_iii<(ii of K. .\l8mholl' awi S« others, of similar im-. 
port JJjfi,. petition of Andiew Cams and 11 others, of timi. 
lar inpf ort. 

&f .\;r S.VMPLE: The petition of Alexander Stephensoa, 
of Ivofciu.c.couuiy, ludiauii. lor relief. 
. By ".Jr POLL^h;k: The p. tiiion of Grorge $wope and 
4-3 oilier citrzem of Ihiladelphin coontv, lVn:i«yfvania, 
prayin.'fiir an nltcrationof the natntalizalion laws: refer- 
red to tlie I'omnnttrt. on the Judiciary. 

By .Mr. Tllom.iON: I he petition of II. II, Buford and 
69 other cilizciu of Mississippi, praying the estabUshment 



of small rente from Hemasdo, in De Boto cooaty, to Ox- 
ford, in Mlsaisaippi. 

By Mr. CATUN: The memorial of L. 0. Co« and M 
others, citizens of Litchleld county, Connecticut, praying 
for the immediate repeal of the slave laws now in force in 
the District of Columbia: referred to the Committee for the 
District of Colambia. The memorial of Joseph Lawrence 
and 3S3 others, praying for an appropriation of forty thou- 
sand dollars for the erection of a light-house or beacon on 
Black Ledge, off New London harbor, Connecticut; also 
praying for an appropriation of four thousand dollars for 
the erection of a light-house to indicate the entrance to the 
harbor of Black Point Bay, between the hart>or of New 
London and the mouth of the Connecticut river: referred to 
the Committee on Commerc*i, The memorial of Joseph 
Hnrlburt and Al others, citizens of Litchfield county, Con. 
necticut, against the proposed annexation of Texas: refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign .Affairs. The memorial of 
Moses Pierce and 186 others, citizens of Norwich, in the 
State of (:onuecticut, praying that the franking privilege 
may be abolished, and that there may be established a nni- 
form rate of postage of two cents on all letters weighing 
hall on ounce or less prepaid, and four cents when not pre. 
paid: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Bonds. 

By Mr. HALE: The remonstrance efE. N. Hidden and 07 
others, citizens of Deerfield. New Hampshire, against the 
anuexation of Texas to the Union: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Aflairs. The i>etition of E. N. Hidden 
and 70 others, citizens of Deerlleld, New Hampshire, that 
Congress would abolish slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia and the Territories: referreif to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. D. L, SEYMOUR: The memorial of Joshna K. 
Spencer, James Lawrence, and 100 others, members of the 
barand the judiciary of the State of New York, praying 
Congress to make provision for depositing the reports oT 



the decisions of the Supii-me Court of the United States in 
the offices of the county clerks of the several States and 
Territories of the Union. 



IN SENATE. 
ToEsDAT, February 18, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT fro Um. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Department 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of die 18th April last, information upon the 
subject of the experiments made at the light-house 
at Christiana river for testing the advantages of gas 
as a substitute for oil in the light-houses; which, 
on motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the War Department, transmitting a copy of 
a report of Lieutenant J. M. Gillis, detailing the 
plan and construction of the depot of charts and in- 
struments, with an outline of ila astronomical instru- 
ments, library, &&; which, on motion by Mr. 
BAYARD, was referred to the Commiueeon Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented addiUonal testimony 
in sup^rl of the petition of WiHiam W. Buchanan, 
a soldier of the revolvlion, for a penaton; which 
was referred to the Committee on Penaiona. 

Mr. WHITE presented a petition from dtizeiM 
of Hendricks county, Indiana, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage and the abolition of the 
franking privilege: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DIX presented a memorial from Wm.W. 
Sweeney and 121 citizens of Newport, Herkimer 
county. New York, praying for a reduction of the 
rates of postage to two cents to all parts of the Uni- 
ted States and the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege: ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, presented a petition from thirty-three cit- 
izens of Salem, Washington county, New York, 
praying that Congress will reject all applications for 
the annexation of Texas to the United States: order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the joint memorial 
of the speaker of the assembly of the Suite of New 
York, with the members of the assembly, and a 
majority of the members of the Senate in attend- 
ance at the Capitol, without distinction of party, 
asking Congress to pass a law by which the reports 
of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States may be placed within the reach of the peo- 
ple and bar in,the different States and Territories of 
the Union: nnlered to lie on the table. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition and ac- 
companying documents of Mr. John Hall, a resi- 
dent of the town of Beaver, Pennsylvania, for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of John Dillard, praying 
pay for cattle furnished by him to the troops of the 
United Slates; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Com. 
Jesse D. Elliott, praying compensation for certain 
extra expenses incumd as commander in the Med- 



iterranean, repotted a bill for his relief; which *m 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAYTON submitted a reaoluuon; which ym 
lead as follows, viz: 

lUtolcti, That the Committee on the Libiaiy be hntraet- 
ed to inquire forthwith whether a cose of books has bni 
forwarded within the post year by the French Chomlwr s( 
Deputies, or any other department of the French govers. 
ment, for the use and benejn of the govenunent of the Uai- 
ted States; and if so, that the committee Immediately fvo- 
cure possession thereof, and deposit the some in tbs c:cft- 
gressfonal Library. 

Rrtoleei. fnnlirr. That, Upon the receipt of said bodu. 
the blitorion of Congress be direetod to aekaowledge the 
some in proper terms; and that he indicate the high seoss 
entertained by this government of the courtesy which 
prompted their presentation. 

Mr. DAYTON remarked, that the facta referred 
to were known to some memben of the Ssoate, be 
was convinced; and he acknowledged, with shiuae 
and humiliation, that they were true. It appeared, 
he said, by an annoiwcemeot made io the Ne* 
York papen, that the valuable books which were 
firesented some time since by the French Chamber 
of Deputies to the United Slates, referred to in the 
resolution, laid nine months in one of the common 
custom-houses, and were eventually sold there Cur 
storage. Now, if it was so— and he entertained no 
doubt of its truth — it was most discreditable to the 
government; and every man who reflected upon the 
fact must feel a sense of humiliation and shame that 
such a transaction should have taken place. They 
could only say that they regretted it; and it was, 
even then, an awkward and luipleaaant affair, at 
moaL It would appear as if we were rceardlcaB of 
(though he knew that it was not so) all uioae com- 
tesies and civilities which ought to characterize the 
intercourse of nations, to thus overlook the courtesy 
of a foreign nation in this respect. If it was not a 
matter ofnotoriety — for the circnmatanoea have be- 
come notorious — the resolution misht be deetned 
unnecessary. But it was due to the French gov- 
ernment, if not to ourselves, to make some acknowl- 
edgment of the mistake which bad been cosi- 
mttted. 

Mr. TAPPAN was underatood to say that, fixin 
his undenlanding of the matter, the boolu coaki be 
recovered without purchase. It struck him that a 
box of books, directed to the government of the 
United States, should not be sold by the collector a( 
any port, not having authority by law to sell prop- 
erty of the United States; therefore the sa]« via li- 
l^al. He had no objection, however, to the le- 
purchase. 

Mr. DAYTON remarked that the aenator fion 
Ohio had not atended accurately to the ternia of the 
resolution. It required simply that the CommittK 
on the Library ahalljpt posnasion of the books. 
They arejjn point of fact, in poeseasion of a psir^ 
chaser. Tlie reaolution only requires that they 
should be reclaimed. 

Mr. McDUFFlB thourbtit was a moat extiaet^ 
dinary case. He would be gratified to knov 'frea> 
the honorable senator from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Datton,] with what functionary of the go v ei uu aeat 
these books were authorized to be placed; also, by 
what authority anybody would sell ihoae b«>oks 
sent to the United States. He repeated that it m 
a most extraordinary case indeed. 

Mr. DAYTON remarked that it was not less ex- 
traordinary than true, that the box of books was 
addressed to the government of the United Sutet, 
and sold at a common custoro-houae sale in Kew 
York city; and, for the benefit of the senator froe 
South Carolina, [Mr. McDdfpik,] he had read «( 
the Clerk's table an announcement of the ftctof the 
sale, to satisfy cuatom-house storage. 

The publication showed that, amon^at other 
books, were 20 volumes, comprising a period of liO 
yean — rery valuable. A genlleinan now cogai- 
zant of the sale, was in the French Chamber rf 
Deputies when the authority of the preaent was 
passed. These same books were aafiered to He 
nine months in the public ware-house, and to be aoU 
for storage. 

Mr. NlcDUFFIE remarked that, as the preseoi 
was authorized by the Chamber of Depatiea, the 
acknowledgement should be made by Joint actioB 
of Congress, or should emanate from aome officer 
of that House. This extraordinary miautke •eeoMd 
to grow out of the fact that the books wrereseatis 
tlie United States, and not to any fuoetionaTy ot 
the government. 

On moUon by Mr. HENDERSON, the re«>hi- 
tion was amended by striking out the words "U^ 
ry of Congress," and inserting "Joint CommiKec oo 
the Library;" and, as thus amended, it was adoptei 
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Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial fiom 3,000 
citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, praying for reform 
in the naturalization laws. It was bis desire, in pre- 
senting the memorial to the Senate — be felt that it 
was due to the dignity of the petition — to make a 
few words of commentary on the subject of it. Al- 
though he was of opinion (hat the obiect of the me- 
morial was to enforce what was well known to Con- 
gress, he could not refrain from expressing his 
gratefulness to see a subject of such superlative im- 
portance interest the public mind to that degree to 
which it appeared to be interested. This was, in his 
opinion, the true mode which should be pursued 
by the people to obtain this great object; 
which these memorialists had done — not' by 
petitions of a few individuals, but by a commu- 
nity of people; a mode so imposing, that the 
representatives of the people woula have nothing to 
do but accord to their wislieS. He had no hesita- 
tion in saying, that if other citizens had emulated the 
example of the signers to the memorial he held in 
his hand, the subject of the memorial would no lon- 
ger remain a question for the councils of the coun- 
try to decide upon. If the people would take that 
course, they would have nothing further to do to 
compel the attainment of that great public policy. 
He could not but express his confident expectation, 
that when the bill came up for consideration, having 
tlic object of the petition partially in view, he might 
successfully invoke the aid of the honorable sena- 
tors from Missouri, who would be, probably, not 
wanting in attention to this movement of theircon- 
Btituency. These gentlemen hold to the doctrine of 
implicit obedience to the will of their constituents. 
Through that principle he should, oo a proper occa- 
sion, invoke the aid of those senators to carry out 
the reform prayed for in the memorial. 

The petition was then presented, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN desired to ask of the chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee whether it was his inten- 
tion to call up, and press upon the consideration of 
(he Senate, the bill reported from that committee on 
this subject, this session. And whilst he was up, 
he would inquire whether there was any senator on 
the other aide who could inform him as to what 
progress was made by the commissioners appointed, 
perhaps in the cities of Philadelphia and New 
York, to take testimony, with the view to the inves- 
tigation of the subject-matter of the bill before the 
Judiciary Committee. Whether it proceeded to ex- 
ecute its office, and to make a report to the commit- 
tee, or to ilie Senate, on this subject. He did not 
know preciselv tmder what authority these com- 
missioners in those States were appointed. He did 
not know by what rule they would regulate their in- 
vestigation. He knew nothing about them further 
than what he had observed published in the 
newspapers. At all events, before the biU 
concerning the naturalization system came up 
for consiaeratioD, that side of the House would 
like to have some information in regard to 
the question, and the doings of these commis- 
sionen. 

Mr. BERRIEN, in answer to the inquiry pro- 
posed by the senator from Ohio, stated (what he be- 
lieved was known to the members of that body) that 
when the petitions concerning a reform of the natu- 
ralization laws were referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, the reference was followed by a resolution, 
in the first instance, vesting the committee with pow- 
er to send for persons and papers for the examina- 
tion of the several objects, which superseded the 
resolution, and which were connected with the sub- 
ject of naturalization. That resolution was suc- 
ceeded by another, by which the committee was au- 
thorized to issue a commission in addition to 
the power to send for persons and papers, by 
which they authorized a commission for the exam- 
ination of witnesses in connection with this subject. 
In the execution of ibe command of the Senate, 
commisaions have been appointed in New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New Orleans. Infor- 
mation has been received so far. The commission 
for Philadelphia was returned executed. The com- 
mission for New York, he believed, had closed. Hs^ 
addressed himself, some days ago, a request that it 
must be closed. He repeated the request yesterday. 
In the course of the present week he anticipated the 
dosing' of the one in Baltimore. He had received 
no inmrmation from the one in New Orleans. It 
was liis purpose that the bill from the Judiciary 
Committee, some time since laid upon the table, 
should be called up and considered as soon as infor- 
iiiaiion wa8 received from these commissions. Tb$ 



Judiciary Committee, he said, had acted in pursu- 
ance of the strictcommand of the Senate in creating 
these commissions, and the result would be nilv 
mitted to them for decision. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from 
Birckhead &. Pierce and sundry other merchants of 
the city of Baltimore, asking the remission of duty 
paid on guano imported, and for the future admis- 
sion of that article free of duty: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw from the files the papers in the claim 
of Esther Turner Burroughs, the widow of Nor- 
man Burroughs, praying for a pension. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the CommiUeo on Pen- 
sions, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Ellison Williams; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which the subject was referred on pe- 
tition, reported a joint resolution relative to Silas 
Meacham's improved mode of constructing lamps 
and reflectors in the light-houses of the United 
States; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading, and the report accompanying to be 
printed. 

Also reported back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do pass, the bill from the House entitled An 
act further extending the time of locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and for reluming surveys 
thereof to the General Land Office. 

On motion by Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of William Miller for a pen- 
sion, being referred to it against the rules of the 
Senate. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of Catlin, Peoples, 
& Co.; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Also reported from the same committee a bill for 
the relief of William Henson; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that, a few days ago, a 
bill for the establishment of a statistical bureau was, 
through mistake, referred to the Committee on the 
Library, instead of the Committee on Finance. He 
moved that that committes be discharged from its 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance: agreed to. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following 
resolution, viz: 

XenUtd, That I, MO additioDsl copies of the report of a 
geological exploration of a part of Iowa, Wiaconsin, and II- 
Buoii, liv David Dal« Ow«n, under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of tlie TrKasury, together with the mapi and Ulua- 
trations belonging thereto, be furnished for the uie of the 
Senate, provided that the charge be alone for the paper, 
preu-work, and coloring. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE made some remarks on 
the great value of this document, which he said was 
ordered to be printed at tlie last session. It was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the adverse re- 
port of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims in 
the case of Nathaniel Ashley was taken up for con- 
sideration, the question being on concurrmg in the 
adverse report of the committee; but at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. MoRCHEAP, it was again laid on the 
table. 

The bill from the House entitled an act to regu- 
late the pay of the army of the United States and 
for other purposes, was read twice, and referred to , 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of George Duval 
come up for consideration on its third reading. 

Mr. JARNAGIN was opposed to its passage in 
its present form, and suggested an amendment re- 
ferring the matter to the War Department to bear 
testimony concerning the claim before money 
shall be paid over. 

Mr. SEVIER, su^ested, underthe circumstances, 
that the bill should lie over till to-morrow: agreed 
to. 

The following bills yrrxe then read the third time 
and passed, viz: 

An act for the pay of the 4t]i regiment of the 2d 
brigade of the 3d division of the Vermont millitia, 
who served at the battle of Plaitsburgh. 

The act for the relief of J. S. Throckmorton. 

The act to amend the act entitl- d an act making 
appropriations for the supixirt of the naval service 
for tlie year ending 30th June, 1845. 

The act to authori^ a relocation of land warrants 



No. 3, '4, and 5, granted by Congress to QenanJ 
Lisfiiyette. 

The en g roae e d bill entitled an act for the relief of 
John S. Russwurm, the heir and legal representa- 
tive of William Russwurm, deceased, was, on the 
motion of Mr. TAPPAN, ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The engrossed bill to provide for the satisfacti«n 
of claims of American citizens for spoliations com- 
mitted by the French prior to 1800, came up for iu 
third reading; but was, on tlie motion of Mr. HU- 
GER, ordered to lie on the table for the present 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petition of 
Wm. H. Thomas, praying payment for supplies 
fiirnished the Cherokees in 1836, reported a biU for 
his relief; which waa read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On moUon by Mr. TAPPAN, the bill vesting in 
the county commissioners of the county of Wyan- 
dot the right to certain town lols and out lots in Up- 
per Sandusky, in the Slate of Ohio, was taken up 
for consideration as in committee of the whole, on 
an amendment of the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

ANNEXATION OP TEXAS. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the joint resolution from 
the House for the admission of the State of Texas 
into the Union — the question being on the motion 
for its indefinitepostponement. 

Mr. CHOATE being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate for nearly three hours. 

He commenced by observing that the honorable 
senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Woodbobt] 
had opened his remarks yesterday in an earnest, not 
to say somewhat vehement and impassioned man- 
ner, by expressing his regret that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations had disapproved of this resolu- 
tion. He (Mr. C ) had the honor, on the other 
hand, to concur entirely with the Committee on For- 
eign Relations in the general result of their investi- 
gations — that Congress had no constitutional power 
whatsoever to pass a resolution of this kind. He 
held an equally clear and decided opinion that Con- 
gress has no power whatsoever, by iis legislation, 
per se and per aaUvm, to pass a bill, which, without 
the parliamentary intervention and instrumentality 
of another department of the government, should 
transform Texas, or any other foreign State, into 
our Union. 

He held that we could not do this, though it wen 
ever so high an object of protection. We could not ^ 
do it if it could insure a thousand years of liberty to 
the Union. If this Texas annexation were toy 
work all these incomparable, and inconsistent, and 
impossible good things — if it were to establish i 
mitlenium in every part of t^e earth, and fUmish a^ 
good monopoly for Pennsylvania iron and Massa- 
chusetts shoes^if it should produce all the cotton 
and sugar in the world, and be tilled only by the 
hands of the free— if, like the fabled garden of old, 
its rivers should turn out to run pearis, and its trees 
to bear imperial fruit of gold, — yet, even then, we 
could not admit her. To all these temptations he 
had but one answer — how could he do this and not 
■in against the constitution? 

He agreed with the Committee on Foreign Rela 
tions, that we have no manner of power to do this 
act. He cleaved to the constitution and abstained 
from any discussion upon the question of expedien- 
cy. While, therefore, he undoubtedly hela very 
cfesr and decided opimons about this matter — and 
it would be no credit to any one in this stage of the 
business not to have formed clear and decided opin- 
ions — while he was persuaded that we have no need 
at all of this vast foreign domain — no more need 
than we have of the rest of the world — no more 
need than we have of Javvj>r the islands of the 
Mediterranean — he would sSly to his friends from 
the South and Southwest, that an independent ^ 
neighbor does us no manner of harm, but rather 
good, no more harm than Spain does to France, 
than Prussia does to Austria — or any of the Euro- 
pean States do to England. 

Believing that we had area enough for such a 
career of glory as no country in the world ever en- 
joyed — believing 'and knowing that this measure of 
annexation is felt by millions, not by a handful of 
fanatics, but by unioniala and constitutionalists — 
men who would shed their blood to preserve tb« 
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constitution, — to be nnjait in its eflhclB upon some 
of the interests and domestic institutions of thecoun- 
try, and not within the contemplation or expecta- 
tion of the framers of the constitution — he was ut- 
terly opposed to it. This question of the power of 
Congress to affect this measure, he aereed with gen- 
tlemen, was not only first in theoraerof time, but 
be supposed all would concur that, in this stage of 
the business, it was the only one upon which in 
this body there could be any expectation at all of 
an interchange of opinion. 

rk What was the point of constitutional law at issue? 
Whether there was really a grant of power in it, as 
had aD at once been supposed to have been found 
out, which authorizes Congress, by a majority of a 
quorum, to unite with this government one State, 
or one hundred, all around the world? He could 
not think but that, on this question, a large majority 
of the Senate might yet be found to concur in opin- 
ion with him, that no such power was grantea to 
Congress. 

He begged leave to say — what he had desired for 
some time to say — that he should not have mani- 
fested an impatience so unbecoming to his yean 
and his position in this body, to obtain tb« floor, 
but for reasons somewhat personal to himadf. A 
certain gentleman elsewhere bad done him the honor 
to recollect the subject and matter of a speesh which 
he had delivered in executive session last summer, 
and to draw an inference from a passage in that 
speech in fevor.of these resolutions as they 
stand. The process by which an argument of his 
had been made to support this measure was this: 
the advocates of annexation, like many of its oppo- 
nents, had assumed that this power to tmite to this 
government any independent foreign nation is 
given in some branch or another of the 
federal constitution, if they could only find it 
out. He repeated what he said then — that this 
power weis not a power given to one branch or 
another — the legislative or the executive department 
of this government, but that it was held by our 
masters, the people. 

The honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
[Mr. WooDBt'RT] took occasion to say, in the 
course of his remarks yesterday, that he stands for 
Congress against the executive and Senate. He 
(Mr. C.) stood for our masters, the people. 

In going on, as he now preferred to do, by at- 
tempting to show that this annexation cannot be 
consummated by Congress, he did nothing at all 
inconsistent with what he had heretofore maintain- 
e«. He but tried to complete the discussion then 
only half completed. He still maintained the same 
general principles in the views which he entertained 

* of this great question. 

He would not be permitted — or at least he was 
not required — to travel the whole of the way with 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on For- 

. ei;n Relations, or the honorable and able senator 

, from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] orhis friend from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. MoREHEAO,] though he considered 
them first-rate company. In every word which 
they had sitid in interpreting this particular clause 
ofilie constitution whi<;h8ays that "new States may 
be admitted by the Congress into the Union," he 
concurred with them; and anything he could say 
upon the subject would be but repeating the opinions 
entertained by them. But he must diverge from 
them on a part of the journey. He understood 

' those gentlemen as assuming the proposition that 
Z' the constitution gave us the power to annex Texas 
' as a territory— not as a State; but only in the exer- 
cise of the treaty-making power. 

He must pause for a moment, and begin this dis- 
cussion a little farther back. The inquiry suggest- 
; ed itself to him whether this power belongs to the 
^ federal government at aH, or not' or whether it did 
not belong to our masters — the people and the Slates.' 
If, upon tr.is preliminary and transcendental inquiry, 

/he should be so unfortunate as not to obtain the as- 
sent of a single member of the body, still it would not 
alter the great consututional and fundamental posi- 
tion which he maintained. It seemed to him the oo- 
"^ CH3ion was a fit one to speculate a little; and as he 
f had not lately trespassed mucli on the indulgence of 
the Senate, he trusted it would not be unfit or im- 
projier to speculate somewhat in advance upon this 
transcendenuil question. Has any branch of the 
^ federal government power to annex a foreign nation 
to this, or is it a [lower in hands that never can 
abuse it — the people and the Slates? 

IVow, permit him to say, in the first place, that 
the public mind had a little confused iueltupon this 
subject by not steadily keeping in view the reid 



gist of the question. We found ourselves running 
into error in r^ard to precedents — talking about 
Louisiana and Florida) and because they came in 
hy treaty, Texas must come in by treaty. But this 
joint resolution was a proposition tq unite two in- 
dependent nations — not to annex a portion of the 
territory of a foreign nation. Its object was to 
admit into the Union an entire foreign nation, pop- 
ulation, territory, government, and institutions. 
Mr. C. dwelt at great length on this branch of hia 
argument. 

To say that there was, in 1787, any hope in Amer- 
ica that Canada would accede to a union with us, 
was to assert as great a historical absurdity as to 
say that there waa any hope or expectation that the 
University of Oxford, or the city of London, would 
join our confederacy. It might as well be said that 
three republics from the Indies, or from three to 
fifteen from the Hudson*s bay, were expected to join 
the Union. He denied that the clause in the fourth 
article in the constitution giving the power to Con- 
gress of admitting new Slates into the Union, was 
given with the most remote idea of its being ever ap- 
plied to anything but domestic territory. It was a 
thing they never could have even dreamed of. He 
did not mean to say that they did not contemplate 
eases in which, in their intercourse with other no- 
tions, it might not be necessary to make changes of 
mere border territory; but if even that was 
thought of, the treaty-making power was con- 
sidered all sufficient to embrace that necessi- 
ty. If the idea ever crossed their minds of 
^ving the power to Congress of annexing 
foreign nations to the Union, they would have stated 
it in express words; butas no such idea was contem- 
plated, they made the grant what it is in the article 
regulating the domestic relations of the States then 
entering into the confederation. Mr. C. illustrated 
hia position on this point by various references 
to the condition of things then existing, the circum- 
stances influencing the framers of the constitution, 
their jealousies strongly marked against everything 
foreign, and then be asked was there a shadow 
of probability that tliey could for a moment contem- 
plate the accession to the Union of foreign nations, 
or think of conferring a power on Congress so un- 
limited as to admit of annexing any or all foreign 
nations, no matter how distant or dissimilar? The 
mere requisition that they should be republican 
governments, was not the sort of security that would 
satisfy such men as the framers of the constitution. It 
would not do to say that every country knocking for 
admission with its bible of repnUlicanism under its 
arm, could come into the Union. Pretence would not 
do, for it could not be known what was in the heart. 
No union could have been contemplated but that of 
our own people and our own territory traced up ilf 
our own republican principles, and famibar from 
infancy with our institutions. But a general 
rule would admit Pagans^infidela, Pati^nian sav- 
ages, or Camanche borderers, provided they came 
with the scripture of republicanism in their hands as 
their passport. 

Mr. C. then proposed to review two aspects of 
the period at which the constitution was formed; 
one, prior to its adoption, which he would call the 
view outside the constitution; the other, at the time 
of its adoption, which he would call the view of that 
instrument as it exists, and as it explains itself. 

Carrying out this purpose, he made an elaborate 
sketch of the powers exercised by the old confede- 
ration, which, in many particulars, he maintained, 
weremuchgreater than the powers now exercised 
by Congress; yet even then, the idea that one State 
could exercise any authority to bind another, or 
that they could exercise any power which more appro- 
priately belonged to the people in theirprimary assem- 
Dlies,never was dreamed of. Hence it was the people 
that made the declaration of independence. That 
was an act aflecting our foreign relations, bound- 
dories, alienation; an act the very converse 
of accession or annexation of territory; for 
it was an act of severance — a cutting loose from 
foreign connection. It was plain, afterwards, that 
in framing the constitution, when the sovereign 
power of the people was to be delegated, the grant 
was intended to be in express terms, such as the 
power to declare war, make peace, regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations, lay taxes, &.C. But no 
such power as that of admitting foreign nations in- 
to the Union was delegated, or it would have been 
also explicitly gninted. They could not have over- 
looked the possibility that the exercise of such a 
power would, in the event of admitting a more pow- 
erful nation, be placing ourselves under the gov- 



ernment of that nation, instead of its being diaj 
under our government. Mr. C. refeired to tkt n». 
ceedings of the convention, and the Tarioiu pnig. 
sitions relative to the representation of new StiM, 
withn view of showing that great feanwocna 
entertained that the western States beyond the AUt- 

§faanie« would, in time, have the ascendeac; om 
le Atlantic Slates; and he argued tlu^ if ndiaii. 
prehensions had so much weight, it wuimpooibk 
to believe that the extension of this nuiteof jal. 
ousy, which the admission of foreign States vooU 
necessarily cause, could have been contemplatid. 

Cominf to the second review of the period, aid 
opening the constitution itself, Mr C. reed the imi 
of power to admit new States, and inquind whetha 
any man could believe that if by it was iniendei 
the tremendous power of admitting nevSiateiii 
any port of the world without limitation aa to hibili, 
customs, language, principles, or anything but llx 
semblance of republicanism, could be intended viti- 
out a more precise and explicit definitioD oftk 
power to admit foreign governments. Mr. C.dvtk 
at very great length on this view of the subject, ud 

auoted numerous authorities to prove neadnlj 
lat no such vast power was ever imaginedb; tk 
framers of the constitution. 

He went farther than the chairman of the Coo- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, [Mr. AacHia,] orliis 
colleague in that committee, [Mr. Moribeid,] in » 
latlon to the power of this government to aibiit In- 
eign territory; for he even denied that it could be 
done by any power but the primaij lorerei^ 
power of the people themselves in their own pre- 
vious capacity, either by agreement to amend iht 
institution so as to grant the express power, or 
otherwise. He therefore difiered from nia fiioili 
from Virginia, [Messrs, Arches and Ririi,] ul 
from his friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Mokesuii,] 
inasmuch as he denied that it was vested in tke 
treaty-making power. It was not, howeTer,a qM' 
tion material for him to argue. The treaty-muiv 
power had been exercised to acquire lemtorv, an 
therefore it was no longer necessary to dwell npot 
the subject. He, however, vindicated thoae vho 
thought with him that this government had no uid- 
stitutional power to annex Texas to the UniuJ 
States. 

Reverting to the power assumed by the joint rit- 
olution under discussion of annexing Texaa b; u 
act of Congress, he concurred fully in all that hid 
been said on that subject by his friends from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Rives] and from Kentucky, [Mr. Mou- 
HEAD.] They had left only one point unu>iKM 
to which he should advert It was, thatunlil itsv 
found the treaty of last session had no chance i 
passing the Senate, no human being, save oiie-» 
man, woman, or cliild, in this Union, or out of tlu 
Union, wise or foolish, drunk or sober, was enr 
heard to breathe one syllable about this power in lb 
constitution of admitung new States being applia- 
ble to the admission of mregn nations, gOTemniciiBi 
or states. With one exception, till ten months i^i 
no such doctrine was ever heard of, or even entn- 
tained. The exception to which he alluded wia tb< 
letter of Mr. Macon to Mr. Jefferson, which Mr. 
Jefferson so promptly rebuked that the inainuatm 
was never again repeated till it was found necoaT 
ten months ago by some one — he would not bt 
with Texas scrip in his pocket — but ceitoinlj viu 
Texas annexation very much at heart, brooihtit 
forward into new life, and urged it as the onljr p<0|>' 
er mode of exercising an express gnmt of the ««- 
stitution. Mr. C. dwelt at very great length on iU< 
point, and made use of innumerable illuatiatioM lo 
enforce the arguments he drew from it, ihaliiwu* 
new and monstrous heresy on the conatiiutioii,^ 
up, not from any well founded fiiiih in iisordiodoiy, 
but C)r the mere purpose of carrying a roeaane bf 
a bare majority of Congress, that could not be or- 
ried by a two-thirds majority of the Senate in «• 
cordance with the treaty-making power. 

Mr. C. then turned to the general viewj of ik 
subject, and argued at great length against the expt- 
diency of the measure, even if it was constitulioial. 

In conclusion — alluding to the quotation read bj 
the senator from New Hampshire [Mr. WoooaciT) 
from the Liberator newspaper — Air. C- said Ik 
knew as much about Massachusetts as the bonon- 
ble senator did, and as much about the Lil{eiatii'. 
and he now spoke under a full knowledge ofki' 
responsibility, when he should go home to renw 
an account of his brief stewardship, in saying >1»> 
Masmchusetts asks nothing but what the couiiiii' 
tion has given to her, and that there is nothing i> 
the constitution, however peculiar, however diftf 
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[ConUnued from Ab. 19.] 

«nt from hv view*, of policy, that she will seek to 
■tir, or aak to be invndeo. He woold aay, keep the 
caastitutioo, and the coiwiitution will keep you. 
Break into it in aearcb of secret cunoeitiea which you 
cannot find there, and there is no looeei security — 
no longer anything between you and us, and the 
unappeasable, unchained spirit of the aee. 

Mr. HENDERSON next obtained the floor, end, 
on bis motion, 

Hie Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TvuoAT, February 18, 1845. 
The journ al of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. PRATT presented resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of the State of New York, instructing the sena- 
Inrsand requesting the represenUttives from that 
Slate to use their best exsrtions in favor of the pas- 
sage pf the bill which has recently passed the Sen- 
ale reilucing the rates of postage. 

Mr. P. also presentea a memorial pf editors and 
authors of the city of New York, .praying that mag- 
azines and periodical publications genenuly may be 
placed on an ec|val footing with newspapers with 
regard to mail privileges. 

PRE S^ENTIAI. MANSION. 
Mr. PRATTmoved that the rules be suspended, 
th^the House might resolve itself into a Commit- 
tee- of the Whole on the e^te of the Union, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill to make an appropri- 
ation of fSO^OOO for fumishiqg, painting, and repair- 
ing the presidential mansion. 

Mr. HARDIN moved that the bill be taken up 
to reduce the rates of postage. He desired to see 
if the House was disposed to act upon that subject 
, at the present session. 

The House resolved itself into Commiltee of the 
Whole accordingly, (Mr. Saunders in|«he chair,) 
and the committee took up the bill deblgriiited by 
Mr. PHATTi and it was read through by the Clerk. 
Mr. PRATT, chairman of the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Orounds, again called the at- 
tention of the House to the proposed appropriation 
for ftimishing the PreaidenlV House. This was 
th« third time that he had invoked action upon the 
snbject; and he trusted that the House would no 
longer delay in making the customary appropria- 
tion. Loss than the usual amount has oeen ex- 
pended on the White House during the last four 
years; and the necessity for renovating the furni- 
ture was never greater than now. Parsimony in 
this matter is disgraceful. He was for economizing 
as much as any man; but a stoppage or curtailment 
of appropriadons for keeping the President's House 
in proper order for the reception of the people who 
choose to Tisit dieir chief magistrate, deserves to be 
called by some other name than economy. He had 
^on« through the house with persons qualified to 
judge; and tne estimate for placing it in proper order 
was much higher (ban the proposed appropriation, 
(twenty thousand dollars.) Considering the size 
of the house, and the many demands on the 
hospitality of the President, surely the amount 
asked for could not be considered exiaavagant, 
seeing that the House wants renovation in a much 
greater degree than ever before. He' thought that 
many private mansions would be found superior in 
furniture to the President's House, even after the 
proposed appropriation should be expended for new 
furniture; and he trusted that it would not be ne- 
cessary to occupy much time in explaining the pro- 
priety of an impropriation, the necessity for which 
would be evident to every gentleman who chooses 
to inspect the apartments or the executive mansion. 
Eeoiiooiy, he repeated, is a good thing — a very good 
Ihii^. His own experience in life taught him bow 
to prize it; and he was one of the last men who 
wanted to squander the money which was drawn by 
taxation from his fellow-ciuzens. He thought he 
Kiuld say for his fellon-mechanics throughout the 
tod, that few or none would be found among them 
lo nigga.Td\y as to oppose appropriations for placing 
he President's House in proper order; for tliere is 
I wide difference between economy and nuannut. 

Mr. HENLEY moved to strike out "^,000" 
ind insert "110,000;" and he supported his propo- 
lition by «on|c fentuurks, in the courae of which he 



oomphuned that the expenditures for such purposes 
had been too extrava^tint heretofore, and tliat there 
was too much truth m the stories of extravagance 
which had been told. He said our foreign minis- 
ters and aU the officers of this govenment were loo 
extravagantly paid, and the people were aware of it, 
and would no longer tolerate it. 

Mr. G. W. JONES, in some remarks which he 
made, gave some statistical statements of the 
amounts expended on the White House during the 
respective aorainistrations of all the Presidents from 
the organization of this government, which gave an 
average of f90,000 for each fovtr years of each Pres- 
ident since 1797, being ^,000 per annum. Now he 
held that the salary of the President (f35,000) was 
too much money for this government — plain and re- 
publican in its character as it is in theory, or pro- 
fbsses to be — to pay. It was more money than the 
services of any mortal man were worth to the peo- 
ple; |35,0OD would be too great a compensation for 
any one man. President though he might be. 
If f90,000Jwere sufficient, though we could not re- 
dace his salary, he would do it as far as he eould by 
opposing this amendment. If it should cost him 
#5,000 mr furniture, he would still have ft20,000, 
which was more than any mortal man shoula receive 
from the tax-payinp people. He could, at th« close 
of his administration, sell the furniture. There 
had been great extravagance in this branch of the 
government, as be had occasion to know, having 
been on a committee to examine it. He rderred to 
the womont, ragsed condition of the furniture, 
which he contended had been procured of loo fine 
material. Those who knew him here, knew that 
his position was not taken on this subject in order to 
secure him favor among the people, or from hostility 
to the President — feelings the very opposite, of which 
he referred to his first vote for him for Congress, 
and to other (acts, to show — but from an honest eon- 
vietion of the necessity and propriety of reductions, 
in which they should commence here. 

He concluded by moving an amendment tot the 
amendment lo strike out the 2d section of the bill. 

Mr. DILLINGHAM did not rise to make a 
speech of half an hour. He krcw nothing of the 
science of ^toctiolegy. If it were permitted to de- 
parted spirits to look hack with any interest to the 
scenes of earth, doubtless the spirit of the gentle- 
man who had thrown stich a renown around this 
science would feel great satisfaction that his mantle 
had fallen on so worthy followers in this House. 
The bill was necessary to put the presidential 
mansion, which was the people's house, in a condi- 
tion not unworthy of the chief magistrate, or of 
this republic itself He scouted the idea the fur- 
nishing of the house should com* out of the Presi- 
dent's salary, lest it sbouM be applied by him to 
his own sggrandizement. He was expected to re- 
ceive his own countrymen, and distinguished men 
of other nations, as guests, and it was known that it 
generally required nearly all the salary. He de- 
spised, he was going to say, that small caviling dis- 
position that sought to make any man great by such 
trifling things as this. That it want^ furnishing, 
he had the evidence of his own eyes. Without, it 
was a splendid mansion; within, it was — if not full 
of dead men's bones, at least — (a]\ of ragged furniture; 
there was nothing there that should not be re-model- 
ed, and plain, sulMUanlinl furniture be substituted for 
it. 

Mr. ABBOTT did not rise to make a speech, but 
to slate a fscU four or five out of the committee had 
reported in favor of this bill. He briefly stated his 
willingness to vote whatever appropriation was ne- 
cessary to render the house comfortable, but not 
beyond what the President's friends themselves 
wished. 

Mr. HOLMES asked leave to ofler an amend- 
ment, the reading of which caused some laughter. 
The amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. DOUGLASS caid if he hod been in the chair 
while this debate was going on, he should have 
been inclined to rule it out of order for the next 
three years. It would ilo — this hue-and-cry — for the 
year preceding the presidential election. ' He had de- 
nounced this system of what he considered dema- 

>guism in changing extravagance of the White 

louse before the people in the whig party; and in his 
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own party he could not sanction it, when he believed 
this appropriation so necessary. There was not a 
gentleman's house in this city, or in his district, that 
was not furaiahcd belter than the President's man- 
sion was. "Oh, Lord!" [Laagbterl one friend said. 
He was notsoiprised at it. He did not mean to 
say (hot there was not a house in his diatriel, the 
furniture of Which had not cost ss mueh money; but 
that they were furnished with chaifB in which, you 
could sit down without fear of filling, with spoons 
decent and not worn Uack, with carpets not All of 
holes, over which there was very imminaat dower of 
any one who walked stumbling his toes and fidl- 
ing down— -the reverse of aD which he said was the 
cose in the While House. 

Then what availed this hue-and-cry against ex- 
travagance in the White House? It was on abuse 
to curtail when theiewas no necessity for curtail- 
ments. If there was to be a reformation, he weald 
go for having the moosioB fitted up in astyle.conr«s- 
ponding wiui our republican institutions; but he 
was opposed to the niggardly qurit which would 
deuy to the presidentiu mansion the eomforts and 
decencies of life. The eharaoter of the ncuion, both 
at home and abroad, depended, to some extent, on 
the manner in which it may be ftimished — at least 
in having it decently furnished. He had taken 
some of his coaitituenla to the White House— plain, 
economical men— at least as much so as the eon- 
stituenls of the gentleman from Tennessee— and 
he had never taken one there who did not reprove 
him for not voting for appropriations lo fit it up in a 
suitable maimer. We ought, said he, lo lay aside 
all appiehensioas of the political use that may be 
iqade of this appropriation, and do what we think 
right. If less than |20,000 woukl do, why let (no 
more be expended; but he did not bdieve that 
|30,0Q0 woiild b<f too much, considering that the 
old furniture would have to be removed, and new 
furnitine substituted in its place. He was satisfied 
that his constituents would sustain him in his 
course on this occasion, because he cookl so well 
explain il. 

Mr. COBB did not rise for the purpose of detain- 
ing lbs eosmittee with any remarks on this MU. 
He had>dstermined to vote for this appropriation, 
believing it to be necssssry. His purpose in risinc 
was to appeal to the committee lo put a stop lolhis 
unprofitable debate, so as to turn their attention lo 
othar business, of which there was a great deal yet 
to be acted on. He would therefore move that the 
committee rise, for the purpose of allovrin^ a reso- 
lution to be oflered in the House to temunate this 
debate within a reasonable time, afler again going 
into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to amend the motion, by 
adding; "and that the bill be reported to the House 
without amendment. 

The CHAIR said that the amendment was not in 
order. 

The question being put on Mr. Cobb's motion, it 
was uuried without a division, and the committse 
rose. 

Mr. COBB then submitted a resolution that all 
debate in the Committee of the Whole on the stats 
of the Union should cease in five minutes after the 
House should again resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole, and that the commiltee should then pro- 
ceed to vote on the amendments pending and that 
might be oflered, aAer which it should nse and re- 
port the bill to the House. 

"This resolution having been adopted. 

On motion by Mr. DROMOOOLE, the House 
again resolved itself into Commiltee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Saundbbs, of North 
Carolina, in the chair,} and resumed the consid- , 
erotion of tlie bill making appropriations for fur- 
nishing the President's House and improving the 
grounds round said House. 

Mr. G. W. JONES asked if his amendment to 
strike out the first section,was in order. 

"The CHAIR said that it was not— the questirn 
being on striking out (30,000 and inserting #10,000 
in the first section. 

The question was then put on striking out |90,- 
000 and inserting ilO.OOO, and rejected. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to strike out the first 
«eclion of the bill. 
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Mr. BURT mored to unand the Snt aection by ^' 
adding aAer the worda "twenty thousand dollars" 
the words "provided so much oe necessary;" and 
the Chair decided this last motion to be fintin or- 
der, as it was intended to perfect the biU. 

On talcing the question, Mr. Bukt'i amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HUDSON ofieied the following amendmenU 

*'PnpUtd, That no part of the sum hereby spprepristad 
•ball be axiwiided lor winat or IntoTJeaHng Uqaon.'' 

B<r. H. said he offered that amendment, because 
be understood that the practice heretofore had been 
to Aimidi the cellar of the President with wines out 
of the appropriations for fiuniture. 

Mr. G. W. JONES presumed the gentleman 
firom BlaasachuaettB was mistaken. At all erents, 
he did not seem to know who was elected Pres- 
ident. 

Mr. HOLMES roM to a question of order. Winea 
could not be considered as fumitory and unless the 
gentleman eonld show that they were, his amend* 
ment «m out of order. 

The CHAIR overroled the point of order, and on 
taking the question, Mr. Htrosoir'a amendment was 
la«(— «yes 6|noes not counted. 

Mr. WBTHERED offered an amendment pro> 
viding that no article of foreign maauflKtura should 
be paid for out of this appropriation. 

The CHAIR, said the amaDdment was out of or- 
der, inasmuch as there was a provision in the b|ll 
that the furniture shall be of American numuftc- 
tura. 

Mr. WETHERED then moved to strike out the 
words "eaid furniture shall be of American manu- 
facture," and insert the words **provided that no ar> 
tide of foreign roanuActuie be paid for out of this 
appropriation." 

On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to amend the bill 
by adding the words, "to be expend«l under the 
direction of the President of the United Stales." 

Several voices "That is the law already." 

The question was put on this amendment, and it 
was rejected. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR propoaed to amend the 
bill by atriking out in the first section 30,000 and in- 
serting 18,000: rejected. 

Mr. BURT moved to strike out the provision 
that the furniture purchased shall be of American 
manuftcture. This motion was rejected — ayes 38, 
noes 76. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend that section by 
inserting after the words "American maBabetorc," 
provided the same can be purchased on aa good 
terms as the foreign articles. This motion was 
agreed to — ayes 59, noes 55.. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to amend the bill in the 
second section by adding after the words "eight 
thousand dollars" the words "if so much be neces- 
sary:" carried. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved to amend the 
same section by striking out the words "18,000" 
and inserting"i3,000i" 

Mr. J. P.^ENNEOY asked if any part of this 
appropriau'on was for the purpose of repairing the 
Imildines. 

Mr. PRATT was permitted, by general consent, 
to answec the question, and said that this appropri- 
ation was intended to be applied to the repairs of 
the buiklings'and fencea as well as the improvement 
of the grounds. 

Mr. SEYMOUR iqodified his amendment so as 
to make the appropriation |4,000 inatead of |2,000, 
on which tellers were demanded, and Mesara. Mur- 
rmr and Chiltok were appointed; and they report- 
ed 47 in the aiiirmatiTe, 58 in the negative, no quo- 
rum voting. Another count was called for, and 
taken; andM voted in the affirmative, and 63 in the 
negative. So the amendment did not prevail. 

Some other amendments were proposed and nega- 
tived; and the committee rose and reported the 6UI 
to the House. 

The first amendment, by which were inserted the 
words, "if so much be necessary," was concurred 
in. 

On the second amendment, by which a proviso 
waa inserted in theae words, "Provided it can be pur- 
chased on aa good terms aa the foreign article," the 
vote waa taken by yeas and nays, and resulted thus: 
yeas 82, nays 78. So the amendment was concur^ 
red in. 

The amendment adding to the clause appropria- 
ting 08,000 for repair of buildings and grounds, the 
proviso "if BO much bo necessary," was agreed to. 



The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time. 

The question beine on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. O. W. JONEtj loade ineffectual attempts, 
first to amend the bill, and second to recommit it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved the previous question. 

After some conversation on points of order. 

The question was taken, and the demand for the 
previous questi on wa s seconded. 

Mr. HAMMETT naoved to poatpone the bill tiU 
to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER ruled it out of order, tlie pi«- 
vions question having been ordered. 

Mr. G. W. JONEiS moved to lay the bUl on the 
table; and, on this motion, asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PAYNE called for the leading of the bill; 
which was read at length. 

Mr. RAYNER remarking that many of the seats 
on the democratic side of the House were empty, 
moved a call of the House; which was refused. 

The qoaatioa waa then taken on the motion of 
Mr. JowM, and waa dackted in the nqgativ»— yeas 
59, nays 81, aa follows: 

TKA$— Masm. Andeisen, Antegtoa, Ashe, Bentra, Jas. 
Black, BUckweU, Bwer. Bojrd, iutten Brawn, WilUam J. 
Brown, Bofflagton, Bnrke, Caldwell, Reubtn Cbuiinan, 
Cnllom, Dtalel, Garrett Davii, Duncan, Farlee, Ficklia, 
French, Ooggin, Brnm Oreen, Oridor, Hammott, Henlej, 
HolBM.Hoatton, HadaoB,JaiB«sB. HDnt,Perte7 B. Johs- 
■on, Andrew Johnaon, Otoige W. Jenea, Andrew Kennrdjr, 
Lumpkin, McConnaU, McOowall, Mathewi, Edward J. ttor- 
rli, Joaeph .Vorria, Norria, Pavna, Peytpn, Pollock, Puidjr, 
Hitter, Robinaon, St. John, Beoter, Thomai H. Saymonr, 
Albert Smith, Thomaa Smith, Caleb B. Smith, TibbatU, 
Tucker, Whaaton, John WhiU, Joieph A. Wright, and 
Yoat-*'. 

NAYS— Meaara. Adana, Atkinaon, Jamoa A. Black, Bow- 
Un, Brenrle, BrinkarfaoS', Brodhead, Bnrt, Chilton, Clinton, 
Cobb, CotUiner, Oana, Danagh, John W. Daria, Dean, Dil- 
lingham, Douglaaa, Dramgoole, Donlap, Ir^lmer, Foiter, 
Fuller, Hannibal Hamlin, Herritk, Hoge, Hubbell, Hungei^ 
lord, CharleaJ.lngeraoll, Irrin, Jameion, Cave Johnaon, 
John P. Kennedj. Kiikpatiick, Labnnche, Lncaa, Lyon, 
MoCaualen, Maclay, McClelland, McClemand, McKay, 
Newton, Owen, Parmenter, Pateraon, FetUt, £liaha B. Pot- 
ter, Emen D. Potter, Pratt, Charlea M. Reed, David S. 
Reid, Heding, ReUe, Roberta, Rockwell, Rnaaell, Sample, 
Saundera, Oavid L. Seymoor, Simona, SUdell, Robert Saaith, 
Steenrod, Stetaon,.StiIea, Jamea W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Strong, Sykea, Taylor. Thempaon, Tilden, Vance, Weller, 
Wentworth, Wethered, Beiuamin White, WiUiama, Wood- 
ward, and William Wiight-Sl. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

llie question recurring on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if it would be in order 
to move to recommit the bill with instructions. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would noU 

Mr. McDowell inquired if it was not in orAr, 
as sanctioned by parliamentary law, to debate this 
question. 

The SPEAKER relied that the House had de- 
cided that it was not in order to debate the previous 
question. 

The main question was ordered, and being taken, 
resulted thus — yeas 63, nays 70. 

YEAS— Meaara. Adami, Jamea A. Black, BowUn, Bren- 

?Ie, Brinkerhoir, BrodUead, Burt, Shepherd Cary, Chappell, 
liaton, Cobb, Cianiton, Crora, Dana, John W. Davia, 
Dean, DllliDgham, Doaglaai, Dromgoole, Duncan. Ellia, 
Elm«r, KickUn, Foster, Fuller, H. Hamlin, Holmei, Hubbell, 
Hungerford, L'harlea J. lugersoU, Jameiou, Caw Johnaon, 
KIrkpatrick, Labranche, Lucu, McCauilen, Maclay. Mc- 
Clernaad, McKay, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, Pettit, iCliaha 
R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, David 8. Reid, Relle, 
Roberta, Rockwell, Ruasell, Sanndera, David L. Seymour, 
Robert Smith, Stilea, Strong, Sykea, Taylor, Thompaon, 
Weotwortb, Beaj'aaiin White, wiuthrop, and Woodward 
— 0-J. 

NAYS— Meaara. Anderaon, Arlington, Aihv, Barringer, 
Belier, Benton, Jamei Black, Bower, Boyd, Milton Brown, 
William J. Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Cullom, Daniel, Deber- 
ry, Farlee, Florence, French, Ooggin, Byraro Oreen, Grider, 
Hamroett, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Houiton, Uudion. Jamei 
B. Hunt, Pcrlt-y B. Johnaon, Andrew Johuion, Geotge 
W. Jonet, Preaton King, Dauiel P. King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McCloUaud, McConncIl, McDowell. Malhewi, Edward Joy 
Morril, Joieph Morrii, Norri«, Payne, Peyton, Turdy, Ram- 
sey, Rathbun, Reding, Bitter, Robinaon, St. John, Rample, 
Senter, T. IL Seymour, SUdell, Thomai Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, TibbatU, Tucker, Tyler, 
Vance, Weller, Wheaton, Jehu WhiU, WiUiama, Joaeph 
A. Wright, and Yoat— 7». 

So the bill was rejected. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY', the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
SAnNDERa of North Carolina in the chair,) and took 
up the bill making appro|>riation8 for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th day of June, 1846, and for 
other purposes. 

The bill beine read, it was taken up by sections 
ibr purposes of amendment. 



Mr. McKAY moved to reduce the approprislim 
in the first section for pay and nfileage of sentton 
and members of the House of Repreaeniatives, and 
delwates, from |551,7S0 to 550,000 : carried. 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the 1st seetiog in 
the appropriation for compensation of the dtriu 
and officers of both Houses by striking out |110, lo 
as to leave the sum appropritoed at f&,000: speed 
to. 

Mr. C. J. INOERSOLL moved to strike oat a 
the S3d and SMth lines, being the appropriation far 
the porchose of books for the library or Coagten, 
the words "two thonaond five hundred dpUan," and 
inaeMing "five thouaand dolbn." 

AAar some remarks in fkvor of the amendment 
by Meaara. C. J. INQERSOLL, HOLBIBS, and 
DOUGLASS, 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS spoke in its favor. The an- 
nual appropriation for the purchase of books for die 
library had always been |5,000 until the last year, 
when it was cut down one-half. He hvpel the 
same spirit would not prevail this year, and that re- 
trenchment would not be carried to such an extent 
aa to reach the library. 

He referred to the vote just taken on rejectine the 
bill making appropriations for furnishing the nod- 
dent's mansion, and censured the want of moral 
courage which induced the friends of the Presidenl 
to vote agoinat that bill. When he saw the majori- 
ty voting in that way, be was not going to plan 
mmselfm a fitlae position before the cousbyb^ 
voting for it, and thereby allow the charge of ex. 
travagance to be brought up against him. He 
thougnt the appropriation ouent to have been made, 
and he would now vote ^,000 to furnish the Preo. 
dent's House if the msjority hod moral counge 
enough to go for it 

Mr. McKAY said that if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would look at what mid already been 
appropriated, and what had been asked for, he would 
find that there were appropriations of 4^9iDO,000 for 
books alone. They had a library for the use of 
members of Congress, and they were called on u 
appropriate |115,000 in addition, besides 1,000 that 
was asked for for the law library. It was not in 
thia seat of government alone, and for the library of 
Congress, uat books were annually purchased. 
Congress had its library; the executive depaitmenli 
had their libraries; every committee-room badiu 
library; and there was not a national vessel that fiosud 
on the oceiui for which a library was not provided at 
a cost of ILOOO and more. AAer aU this libenlii; 
in the purchase of books, be thought gentleaea 
could with little justice complain of the want of ap- 
propriations for the encoura^ment of literature. 

Mr. CHARLES J. INOERSOLL asked if ike 
gentleman from North Carolina objected to the piu- 
chase of books; if so, be was sorrjr for it. 

Mr. McKAY said he did not object. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he waa glad to bear 
it. He said at midnight of one gf the dosing dayi 
of the last session this appropriation was cut down 
one-half, and he hoped it would now be realored. 
Books were one of the greatest comforts he enjoyed 
here; and if, as the chairman of the Commiuee of 
Ways and Means had said, every ship had |I,IKIO 
worth of books, surely the Congress of the United 
States should have $5,000 worth. He voted for liie 
purchase of Mr. Jefferson's library, which was the 
oasis of the existing library; and they had gone on 
making a collection of valuable books by roodenu 
additions, which he should vote to continue, for ihe 
credit of the country. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. McKAV, 
C. J. INGERSOLL, and TUCKER, and then ihe 
amendment was agreed to — 64 voting in theaffinm- 
live, and 48 in the negative. 

Mr. TIBBATTS Uien submiued an tunendmeiil 
to come in at the tenth line of the bill, to nuke an 
appropriation for the pay and mileage of Mr. Got- 
ow, while contesting the seat then occupied by Mi< 
Gilmer, at the last session. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the tenth line had 
been passed, and the committee could not retuio to 
it for the purpose of admitting this amendment 

Mr. TIBBATTS offered die amendineni thenai 
an addition to the pending item to anpropnaie 
|1,000 for the purchase of law books for the libiarj- 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was out of 
order, there being an incongruity between the item 
and the amendment 

Mr. TIBBATTS appealed from that decision. 

Mr. WHITE supported the appeal, and cooieod- 
ed that the deci^io.a of the Choir va« erroneoui. 
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Mr. McKAYandMr. DROMQOOLE suatained 
the daciaion of the Chairman. 

Mr. TIBBATTS and Mr. D. P. KING oppoaed 
it, and maintained the power of the committee to 
inaen thia proposition as an amendment to the bill. 
Mr. PAYNE roae ^under raiaapprebenaion, sup- 
posing; that the claim itself was before the commit- 
tee^ and was proceeding to ai^oe the merits of the 
claim, his remarks looEing towards a defence there- 
of, as was understood by the reporter. 

Mr. HOLMES and Mr. SUMMERS sustained 
the appeal. 

The debate On the point of order was further con- 
tinued by Measrs. O. DAVIS. J. W. DAVIS, 
COLLAMER, WHITE, McDowell, and Mc 
KAY; when 

The (Question was taken, "shall the decision of 
the chair stand as the judgment of the House?" aqd 
the result was ayes- 56, noes 42. 
No quorum voting. 

Od motion by Mr. McCONNELL, the commit- 
tee rose, and reported the foct to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the Hou«e would adjourn, 
and that the chairman of the Committee of Wajrs 
and Means would not insist on going in with this 
bill with so thin a House. 
Mr. JAMESON moved a call of the House. 
Mr. WINTHROP moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. BURKE called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and the question being taken, it was 
decided in the negative, yeas 58, nays 88. 

Mr. JAMESON withdrew his motion for a call 
of the House, and the committee resumed. 

The question on the appeal was then taken by 
Mr. TnoMptON and Mr. WiXTHnop tellers, and 
they reported 71 in the affirmative. The ne^tive 
was not taken, and the Chair was sustamed in the 
decision. 

Mr. WINTHROP offered an aniendment for the 
puipoie of providing for the payment of those books 
which had heen sent to members of the House 
under a resolution some time since passed; and in 
some remarks which he made in support of it, he 
said he was not interested, having no books but 
the Congressional Globe, which he bad already in 
his possession. The books were delivered, and 
those who had received them ought not to rbpudiate 
payment. 

Some conversation ensued, in which several gen- 
tlemen took part. 

Some farther conversation look phce between 
Messrs. G. DAVIS, WINTHROP, and McKAY, 
as to the fiict whether these books had been ordered 
by the authorities of the House; and if ao,.by what 
sanction. 

Mr. McKAY knew it was vain to oppose this 
amendment. He made no imputation on those gen- 
tlemen who voted for it. But it was time that prac- 
tice was put ui end to. One single volume— Docu- 
mentary History of the Revolution — was to be fur- 
nished to 1,200 persons^ former members of Con- 
gress, and others; and this, alone, would cost nearly a 
million of dollars. The Clerk called on them to ap- 
propriate for one volume of this work AS7,000, and 
there were fourteen more volumes. These books 
had been sent, he confessed, to his room. He did 
not kick them out of the house, (laughter,) but he 
told the messenger the next day to take them away. 
He did not come. (Renewed laughter.) 
[Several voices. "The gun,"' "the gun.") 
Mr. McKAY. I never had a gun. He felt rather 
mean, (great laughter,) having received these books, 
to oppose their payment, or their distribution among 
other members. He wished he had done as he 
heard a friend from Pennsylvania, Mr. Biddle, fnot 
"Nick,") who was formerly on this floor, dectare 
from the place where he now stood, that sooner 
than receive any of these books, he would let his 
right hand fall powerless. He thought that, per- 
haps, the^ would be obliged to pay for the b<K>ks 
already distributed, and then that this iniquitous 
practice should be pot an end to. If continued, it 
would, in the end, cost this House some two or 
three hundred thousand doHars per year. 

Mr. BRENGLE inquired whether the persons 
who furnished these books had been directed to do 
80 by the Clerk of the House. 

In reply, at the request of Mr. McKat, several 
letters of the former Clerk of the House were read, 
conveying an affirmative answer. 

Further conversation took took place between 
Messrs. McKAY and RHETT. 

Mr. RHETT wished to states &ct, to relieve the 
conscience of hia friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 



McKat.] The course whibh this thing took was 
this: As soon aa these books were ordered, they 
• were furnished and paid for out of the contingent 
fund of the House; and there they would remain to 
all eternity, a prey to rats and mice, if not taken by 
the memliers to whom they were credited. He re- 
ferred to an instance of a gentleman — a member of 
Congrras fbmteen years ago — having recently writ- 
ten to him on the aubject;.and, on examination, it 
was found that books remained deposited here to 
his credit. He thought his fitend, under these cir- 
cumstances, had done very right to receive these 
books. He (Mr. R.) had done so, although he had 
voted, and should vote, against every appropriation 
for books. 

Mr: G. W. JONES oppoaed thia amendment. 
He had never, and should never, order or receive any 
of these books. 

Mr. DROMGOOLB thought, as this whole mat- 
ter was undergoing examination by a committee of 
this House, Suit the adoption of'^this amendment 
would be the forestalling of the report from that 
oomraittee. If the appropriation was just, let it be 
done by a different bill, which should stand on its 
own merits; and with it let them have, if they 
pleased, the documentary history concerning these 
books. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved' that the committee 
rise; which was ne|;atived. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 

WlHTHBOP, 

Mr. WINTHROP inquired of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. McKav] 
if h* had filled the blank in the amendment. 

Mr. McKAY inquired if the gentlenum included 
in it Elliott's debates, which were now pnUishing in 
Boston. 

Mr. WINTHROP lepUed, whatever books (he 
knew not what they were) that had been distributed 
under resolution of htst session. The refusal to in- 
sert this amendment, he argued, amounted to noth- 
ing less than a repudiation of payment for these 
b<K>ks, which a m^ority of this House had already 
received. He mamtained that there had been as 
mudi petty demagogtting about this little matter of 
the distribution of books, as on any other subject 
Which had ever come before this House. Whatever 
circumstances might be brought to lieht in this mat- 
ter, they might have the ema of which they were 
worthy; but he hoped they would not operate 
againat the payment of books already deU/ered and 
received by members of Coagress. 

The blank in the amendment was filled by insert- 
ing the sum <tfJ87,755. 

Mr. HOUSTON referred to an ineffectual at- 
tempt he made, last winter, when the resolution of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wra- 
THROF,] to purchase tiiise books, was under conside- 
ration, to msert an amendment j>raviding that no 
more shoold be paid for the books purchased of 
Gales & Seaton than was paid for books of equal 
value purchased of the other publishers. Now, to 
guard against extravagant charges for these works, 
as well as other abuses, he thought it would be bet- 
ter for the Committee of Ways and Means to bring 
in a bill to provide payment for such as the House 
was bound to take, accompanied by a report show- 
ing the value of the books, and the prices charged 
for them, together with the extent to which the mat- 
ter was to be carried. Extniva^;ant prices had cei^ 
tainly been charged; or why was it that books which 
cost the House |600 had been frequently sold by 
the members who, received them at from |150 to 
piOOi 

Mr. McKAY remarked that there was a good 
deal of force in what had been said by the gentle- 
man from Alabama. The books had been received, 
and therefore the House was bound to pay for them; 
but something ought to be done to put a stop to the 
practice of buymg books; and perhaps the best mode 
that .could be adopted would be that sugxes- 
ted by the gentleman. He would, therefore, 
propose that the committee reject the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachuaetts, 
and let the Committee of Ways and Moans report 
such a bill as would correct the abuses complained 
of. The bill thus reported should appropriate such 
a sum as would be sufficient to pay a fair price for 
those books, (not the price charged by the publish- 
ers, which was extravajeantly high,) and containing 
a provision repealing aU the laws which sanction 
their purchase. 

Mr. WINTHROP here modified bis amendment, 
by inserting, after the word "dollars," the words, 
"or as much thereof as may be oecessiury." 



Some ftirther remarks were made by Messrs. 
WINTHROP, TUCKER, and PATTERSON; 
when 

The question was taken on Mr. Wmtbrop's 
amendment, and decided m the affiriaattve— ayes 
87, noes 86. 

On motion by Mr. J. W. DAVIS, the committee 
rose. 

Mr. McKAY submitted a resolution to terminate 
debate in the Committee of the Whole on the«tate 
of the Union on the bill under consideration at 2 
o'clock on Thursday next. 

The House adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

Bj Mr. BYKAM OREEN: The memurial of «4 inhsbilaate 
of PultDeyville, Wsjrne coonty. New York, tMuwtiiig Con- 
gnn to redoes the corapenmtloo of the collecton of the 
revenue uiil their deputiee on th« aea and Iske coaita. 

By Mr. RELPE: The nwmoiitl of the citlzeiu of the city 
and county of 8t Looit, in the State of Miuouri, urging 
Congreu to make a radical change in the exiiting natu- 
ralization laws: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of R. French and MS 
other oitizeaa of New York, praying lor the repeal of the act 
ofCangivM, paued February 19, ITM, in reiatioa to fugi- 
tive slavet: referred to the Committee on tlw Judiciary. 

Bj Mri MeDOMTELL: Sondry petitioiu from Ciermont 
county, OUo, praying for a horaennail roote frOm Ooahen 
to WSMboroogli: leuined to the Committee on tlw Fo*t 
ones and Poet Roads. 

By Mt. ROOER8: The petition of 83 ladies of the towns 
ofSalem, Hebron, and Argyls, Wailiington eennty, New 
York, againii the annexation of Texaa, and in fkvor of the 
abolition of ilavery and the ilare-trnde in tlie Diatrict of 
Columbia: refened to the Committee for the Diatrict of Co- 
lumbia. 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of Wni. D. Woodon and 
others, to reduce the per diem of members of Congreu to 
fiTejdoUan, Bodftravai ieei to three dollars for tven^ miles' 
trarei: refened to the Committee on Retrenchment. The 
petition of the Speaker and the member* of the legislators 
of the State of New Yorlt, for the diatrHnition of the report* 
of the Supreme Court of the Unitad Statai In the Countie* of 
each State in the Union: referred to the Committee oa the 
Library. 

ByMr.McCAUSLEN: The petition of fundry citizena of 
Carroll and Columbiana countlei, in the State of Ohio, 
praying for a nuil-routefniro Steubenville by the way o( 
Somenet Mitchell, to New Uabon: refened to the Com- 
mittee on the Fort Olllee and Pott Roads. 

By Mr. SOHiSNCK: The petition of John Hart and 177 
other citizens of Montgomery county, Ohio, pravingfor an 
appropriation to comnlste the Cnmberiand read. The pe- 
tition of A. BaiminK Norton and 3IS otiier citiiaas of Kiun 
county,' OUo, praymg for a redoctioB of postage, and that 
the fniiking privilwe be abolished. 

By Mr. 8CHENCK: The petition of , 
and -Vi others, citiuns -' ' 



' Andrew H. Baker 



as of Biontgomerr county, Ohio, pray- 
ing for an appropriation to complete the Cumberland road. 

By Mr. CLINTON: The petition of John W. Brown, 8am. 
nelV.Eagle, andioa others, of Newburg, New Yorli, in 
favor of a reduction of postage: reiiBned to the Committee 
of the Whole. ... , 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The peUtion of C. D. Elilred and «U 
others, citizens of Lycomiu county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the estabUshment of a maU roote (Tom Wilbgrove, 
in Lycoming county, to Canton, in Bradford county: refer-. 
red to the Committee on the Post OiBce and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of 97 citizens of the 
towntof Clay, Onondaga ooonty. New Yorit, asking a re- 
duction of tbo rates of postage: relerred.to the Committee 
on the Post OfBeoand Post Roads. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petiUon of Aaron Welsh and 7» 
other citizens of Wyandot county, Oliio, asking for a dona- 
tion of a pert of the town lots in the government town of 
Upper Sandusky, lor county purposes: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. ~ 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petltien «( John Mower and M 
other citizens of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, for the re- 
duction of the rates of postage to two cenU.and to abolish 
the flanking prJTilege. 

By Mr. J. B. HUNT: The petition of 18 citizens of the 
Stete of Michigan, that no pn(Jeot for the anneiiation of 
Taxes be entertained until slavery shall bo whoUy and tor. 
ever abolished within the limits of Texas: icforredto the 
Committae on Territories. , ,k., ,_ „ 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Oakley H. 
Wrlghl, of Iroquois, IlBnois, for a pension. 

BfMr.BROlJHEAD: A petition, signed by 190 ottizans 
of the borough of Easton, Pennsyinoia, piaving for the 
reduction of letter pos.t*ge to two cents, and the abeliUon 
of the frankingpnvilege, *c . . . . ^ „. ., , . . 

By Mr. PRSTT: The memorial of Ira D. Chalfleld and 
other eiUzens of Oreeae county. New York, praying for a 
redaction of the rate of postage. 

By Mr. SIMONS: The moraoTial of Jaaies Harper, m»or 
of the city of New York, and others, editor* and aathor*. 
praying ftat magazines and periodical* b* placed on aa 
equal footing wia newspapers in regard to postMfe. 
^y Mr. BlLLINOHAM: The petfflon of C. M. Bublee 
and 70 othero, citizens of Montpelior, Vermont, praying 
that the Senate bill ivdoeing postage mav be passed by the 
House of Representatives: rtferrod to the Committae on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 



IN SENATE. 
Weokbsdat, February 19, 1845. 
The PRESIDENT pro tern, laid before the Sen- 
ale a coqnaunication from the War Department, oo- 
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conipsnied by a table of articles free and subject to 
duty, the value and rates oT iluty imported from the 
SOlh June, 1843, to iheSOih July, 1844; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. EVANS, was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. Also, on his motion, 2,000 copies 
extra were ordered to be printed; 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Erie county, New York, praying 
that Canada may be annexed contemporaneously 
with Texas to the United States: ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. ATCHISOM presented the memorial of the 
general assembly of Missouri, remonstrating against 
the admission or the State of Florida into the Unioti, 
and resohitions instructing the senators, and request- 
ing the representatives from that State to oppose the 
admission, and the ratification of her constitution, 
unless the boundary be so changed as to conform 
hpr southern boundary to the jiortbern boundary of 
Missouri; ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented the resolutions of 
the legislature of New York, instructing the sena- 
tors, and requesting the representatives from that 
Stata to use their in6aenee to procure the passage 
of the bill which had already passed the Senate, 
reducing the rates of postage to five cents throughout 
the United States: read and ordered to be printied. 

Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from the 
widow of -Dr. James R. Pumam, of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, praying that the plowing and dredging 
machine, invented by her deceased husband, for the 
removal of obstructions or bars in rivers, may be 
tested by Congress, with the view of its adoption 
for that purpose by the government. 

Mr. B. also introduced, on leave, a joint resolution 
authorizing the the Secretary of War to appoint a 
committee to test the practicability and value of the 
machine invented by and patented to the late Dr. 
James Putnam; which was read, and ordered to a 
second rea ding to-morrow. 

M^ CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the general assembly of Alabama, in favor of the 
establishment of a national foundry in the South; and 
the memorial of the corporate authorities of Roches- 
ter, New York, in favor of an appropriation for the 
construction of a fortification at the mouth of the 
Genesee river, asked that that committee be dis- 
charged from their further consideration, on the 
grotind that the time which remained of the present 
session of Congress could not afford an opportunity 
to the committee to examine either question present- 
ed to their consideration in the memorials. In any 
event, there was no hope of effecting any thing 
by the action of Cohgrets this session. The com- 
mittee was discharged. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Commit- 
tee on Militaiy Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration Of the resolution of the Senate 
directing that committee to inquire into the expe- 
diency of increasing the pay and emoluments of 
military storekeeps, not stationed in arsenals of 
construction. Mr. C. said he inclined to the opin- 
ion that the salary of a certain olass of the officers 
was not what it ought to be. A short time was now 
left of the session, and all hope of legislation upon 
the subject was vain. 

Also reported back, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that they do pass, the House bills enti- 
tled "An act to pay Captain John B. Crozier's com- 
pony of mounted Tennessee volunteers;" and An act 
for the relief John H. Mcintosh." 

Mr. MILLER presented a remonstrance from a 
number of citizens of Georgetown, against the 
passage of the bill altering the corporate limits 
of that town: and also a petition in favor of its pas- 
sage; which were ordered to lie on the Inblo. 

Mr. M. gave notice that he would, to-morrow, 
ask leave to introduce a bill f >r the relief of the cor- 
poration of the city of Washington. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, the House bill 
making appropriation for the payment of naval pen- 
sions; and, with an amendment, the House bill for 
for the relief of Harvey and Slagg. 

Also, from the same committee, made a report 
(which wns onlfrcd to be printed,) odreroe tp the 
passage of the bill from the House for the relief of 
Jo.sejih Curwcn. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 

made an adverse report on the petition of William 

W. Buchanan for a pension; which was ordered to 

be printed. 

Mr. FOSTER, froin the Committee on Claims, 



reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that they do pass, the bill from the 
House for the relief of the president and directon 
of the Dismal Swamp Canal company; for the relief 
of John P. Converse; for the relief of Jacob L. 
Vance, of Ohio; and for the relief of Charles R. 
Allen, of Virginia. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Montgomery county, New Yoik, 
praying that the franking privilege may bo abolish- 
ed, and the rates of postage reduced to five cents 
for letters not weighing more than lialf an ounce to 
anyt^eut of the United Stales: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leove, introduced a biH supt 
picmcntary to the act to repeal the act for the better 
organization of the distnct court of the United 
Stales within the State of Louisiana, and for other 
purposes, approved February 13ih, 1845; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

HOUR or MEETING. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Baobt, pro- 
viding that the daily hour of meeting of the Senate 
shall be il o'clock in future, came up for considera- 
tion 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the resolution, by 
striking out 11 o'clock, and inserting ID o'clock. He 
said they were near the end of the session, and he 
thought the Senate should meet at 10 o'clock, if it 
was intended that the several important measures 
pending should be acted upon. 

Mr. BERRIEN expressed the hope that the res- 
olution would be (lenmiied- to pass in the form in 
which it was submitted; if the amendment prevailed, 
it would deprive the committees of oil opportimlty 
to atend to the business before (hem. 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on the 
motion; which being ordered and taken, resulted— 
yeas 23, nays 31, as follows: 

YEAS— Meiin.AUea, Ashley, Atcbiton, Atherton, Ben- 
ton, fir«eBe, Buchanan, ColqiiUt, Dickinson. f>ix, Kair6eld, 
Hannegftn, Huger, McDnffle, Monick, Niles, Semple, 
Sevier, SturKeou, Tappan, Walker, andWoodury— 23. 

NAYS — MeBsn. Arclier, Barrow, Bates, Bemen, Cboate, 
Clayton, Crittenden, l<'oster, Francis, Huntington, Jamagin, 
Jolinson, Mangum, Miller, Monhead, Phelps, Porter, um- 
mons, Upbam, White, and Woodbridge — 21. 

The question recurring on the resolution as 
amended, i^ was taken by yeas and nays, and result- 
ed in the aJBrmative — yeas 26, nays 30, as fol- 
low*: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Ashlejr, Atchison, .4therton, Bag- I 
by. Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Col<]uitt, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Foster, Hannegan, Huger, L,ewis, J\!cDuflie, 
Merrick, Niles, Scmplo, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walk- 
er. White, and Wooithury— 26. 

NAYS— Messrs. \rcher, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Ciittendeu, Dayton, P'rancis, Huntington, Jama. 
Kill, Johnson, iUaoguiit; Miller, Morchead, Fbelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Upturn, and Woodbridge— 30. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted a motion that the joint 
resolution for the admission of the State of l^.xas 
into the Union be made the order of the day at 11 
o'clock each day until disposed of. 

Mr. DAYTON inquired of the Chair Whether 
that motion would not have to lie over under the rule 
one day. 

The CHAIR was of the opinion that it wouM. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. DICKINSON, 
BERRIEN, ALLEN, and TAPPAN, upon the sub- 
ject, the motion was changed to one to postpone the 
previous orders with the view of taking up the joint 
resolution. 

The question was put and carried, and the res- 
olution was taken up as in committee' of the whole; 
when 

Mr. ALLEN submitted a resolution (which lies 
over under the rule till to-morrow) providing that 
the special order of the day be hereafter called .by 
the Chair at 11 o'clock, a. m., until otherwise or- 
dered. 

The CHAIR announced that the joint resolution 
from the House for admitting the Suite of Texas 
into the Union was now before the Senate as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. HENDERSON being entitled to the floor, 
nddressed the Senate for nearly two hours in sup- 
port of the joint rcsolulinn of the House, demon- 
strating itsconntitutionality and expediency. 

Mr. BARROW followed for three hours in oppo- 
sition to the annextttion of Texas in any form, 
though admittinethe power to do it by treaty. 

Mr. COLaUITT next obtaitied the floor, when 

The Senate adjourned. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WxDiiESDAT, February 19,1845. 
The journal of yesterttay was read and appntTed. 
Mr. JOS. A. WRIGHT pieaented the petiUDu 
of Thos. E. Clinton, praying an inquiry into Ik 
present feasibility of surveying and cutting a ship 
canal between uie Atlantic and Padfc ocetn; 
which was referred to the Committee on BtaM 
and Canals. 

Mr. W. said: A project, whose grandeur, thoogli 
coaunensuiKte with.tM conjoint macnicudeoftwo 
ocean*, is yet svenhadowed by its utility, fofBH 
the prayer of this petition; and it is with peoiliar 
pleasure that 1 rise to announce a matter tovtnli 
which the heart of the patriot, and the hope o( the 
Oregon settler, loom up and beat in unison. 1 will 
not impose upon mysdf the ungrateful task of oib- 
merating the failure hitherto of measuECS that 
should Save been effectual for this purpose. They 
aje known to the work! through the various worlu 
published on this subject, from the time of Colnm- 
Dus down to the present day. There was a reaaoD 
for this; and it was, that the time hod not eomt. 
Scariett, lliompson, Pitman, Stevens, Mootgomery, 
and a host of older authorities, eriocs this. Bot 
the time has now come, and the execution of our 
duty is prayed for in this petition. Oregon, and 
those portions of our soil most accetsible there- 
from, demand at our hands that we should exerm 
a prudent foresight, and give to our settlers dicre 
same ground of reliance on that sovereignty we are 
about to revive. Il is the deep iaterest which the 
friends and relation* of western emigrants have at 
stake that makes me a fitting advocate for this 
marriage of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Who 
will quibble about cost, where western existesce ia 
the question at issue.' or deem (he eoonteosnce of 
our government inaptly bestowed at a timewhm 
the people of this great repuUicare crowding to bathe 
their feet in the I^tcific, and woo to their commer- 
cial embrace an empire, whose widest door has re- 
cently been opened to American enterprise? |90,- 
000,000 has been estimated as the sum reouired le 
cut a ship canal from ocean to ocean. Half a cen- 
tury, Mr. Speaker, would save more than that luiii 
in the expenditures of our navy through tlui 
measure, throwing oat of the calculation the tetri- 
ble risks of Cape H«rn. Oftheaacrificeof hunu 
life in doubling that cape, I forbear to speak; for 
who can estimate the value of an immortal soul, ot 
who can make tengible to our senses here, in tbii 
carpeted and warmed hall, U>e unheard, unlameat- 
ing, but freezing sufferings of the sailor^ Let hin 
who would gather to his knowledge somewhat of 
these things, (urn to Dana's "Two Years before the 
Mast." 

But, as I said before, the time has come, boUi la 
us and to Central America. The career of one ii 
onward to the Pacific, the wslfare of the other is re- 
posii^ on the bosom of domestic tranquillity; and 
nappily we may now wake up the slumberiog eoe^ 
gies of her commercial genius at the same time that 
we provide for the defence, the welfare, and the is. 
crease of Oregon and her rising'fortunes. The kxa 
of the Yankee and <he larao of the Sponiaid viU 
twirl busily alike, while the music of the steam en- 
gine will wake to response the echoes of bays and 
rivers, and mountains and ploitu, that have yet 
ceoseil to indulge in the virgin slumber of crestion- 
Yea, sir, the age, the country, aad the ceoielea 
progress of commercial intercouiae demand a le- 
sponse to the prayer of this petition, and I am Mind 
to the spirit and character evinced in this hsU •' 
this session, if I see not a pi^^iotic pride in exisltiKt 
that will prompt us all te promote the welfare of our 
Oregon aettlers, as well as meet the dispoaitioo nun- 
ifestod by the Central Americans to honor W *><)> 
an offer to place in our hands this great work. Mr. 
Montgomery, (sent by this country in 1838, on 
other business,) says: 

"It seems singolar that « aabjaci so peeuliariy inteRstis( 
to the United States should net have attracted more sne» 
tion in our cottntr]r. The enterprise, however, could oolj 
1>e sQccessfuUy undertaken under tbe auspices of the go*- 
emment, and with the sanction of Congress. Wei* tas 
subject properly recommended to tbe conaidentaea of {^ 
natlansl legislature, its importance would hsnUy fisil sf m- 
Ing perc<'ivcd, and diily appreciated; and the result. whslf»- 
er it_might be. conlrt not out reflect cnwlit on the admin'*- 
tration. There is also reason to Itelieve that any steps thst 
oiir diplomatic agent in Guatemala might be instructed Is 
take towardF a iiegolialion with tlie Cenlrai Airaricaa fo*- 
ernment on tbis subject, would be met by that governinen* 
with alacrity. There exMs on the part of tbe people si>4 
authorities a decided predilection for Amencans, and for 
ever) thing thai ia Ainerican. They iraitnte tbe inrfitt- 
tions, the laws, tbe policy of the United States, and looi: °F 
to this country u tkeir gre^t model. They at fat tia* Mb' 
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cited to bo admitted into the Union u a new State in onr 
tepnbUc. 

"While France and England are trring in rain to effect a 
treaty with their ffoVvrnment, the United Stntes hare re- 
newed, or are on the point of renewing, one that was con- 
cluded aereral yean since. Thus every thing leems to fa- 
vor and iacilitale the accooipliiihment of an enten'^^'e 
which, besides enhancing in no slight dfgree the uatiouai 
glory of the United States.weuld be productive of the great- 
est coumeroiai advantages to its citizens." 

Bat it is unnecessary to enlarge on thU theme. 
The Hod. Mc Mercer, in his report during the third 
seasion of the SSth Congress, naa done this ably 
and fViIly, with the lights then before him. Suffice 
h to say, that even yet no accurate data exist on 
this sul^ect; that the mode of obtaining that data is 
alluded to in this petition; and that I respectfully ask 
the ftfennce of this paper to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. HAMMETT, by general con- 
sent, certain papers were permitted to be withdrawn 
from the files of the House. 

REPORT OP LIEUTENANT FREMONT. 

On motion of Mr. BOWLIN, on leave, a resolu- 
tion was adopted inquiring of the Secretary of War 
the state of progress of the report of Lieutenant 
Fremont, of iiia expedition to the westof tl.e Rocky 
mountains; and whether the same con be prepared 
to be laid before Congress during its present ses- 
sion. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked leave, and, objection being 
made, moved a suspension of the rules, to move for 
leave to introduce a bill, pursuant to notice, for the 
relief of Jacob Heim. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order, a 
motion to suspend already pending. 

TERMINATION OF DEBATE ON THE CIVIL 

AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The resolution of Mr. McKat, of last evening, 
for the termination, in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, of debate on this bill came 
up. 

Mr. McKAY moved the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Speaker if there 
was a quorum in the House. He objected to the 
question beingput in the absence of a quorum. 

The SPE^AKER thought there was not a quorum 
present. It could, however, be ascertained on count- 
insr the House. 

The question was token on seconding the demand 
for the previous c[ue8tion; and the vote stood, aAer 
one or two countings, ayes 84, noes 33. A quorum 
Toting, 

The main question was ordered; and being taken, 
the res olutio n was agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the House r> 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; but after some conversation, 
withdrew it at the request of 

FURNITURE FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL MAN- 
SION. 

Mr. 8LIDELL, who moved to reconsider the 
vole by which the bill making an appropriation for 
the purchase of furniture for the President's House 
was yesterday rejected. 

He (Mr. S.)said he had voted yestesday with 
the majority that rejected the bill introduced by the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, ap- 
propriating a certain ram of money, which he 
considered not only moderate, but absolutely neces- 
sary to place the President's House in a proper 
state for the reception of the new incumbent. He 
bad thus voted for the sole purpose of moving a re- 
consideration of that decision; and he should be 
deeply mortified if he could have been supposed so 
to have voted with any other object. 

And now having the floor, he would state very 
briefly the reasons why the vote of yesterday 
should be reconsidered. If the question were now 
presented for the first time; if the f louse had not 
ueen erected at the expense of the nation, and set 
apart as the residence of its chief nr.agistrate; or 
even if the promblem were now presented for the 
solution of the representatives of^ the people, in a 
proper and legitimate fonn, whether this building, 
which for so many years, and during the best days 
of the republic, had been occupied by the greatest 
and purest men, whose names are written in im- 
perishable characters in the annals of the American 
people, should be appropriated to some other, and, as 
some would have, more useful objects, — he would be 
much embarrassed what course to pursue. Were 
the question now presented to him in that 
form for decision, he would perhaps be rather 
inclined to say that the establishment was on a 



scale somewhat inconsistent willi the tone of repub- 
lican simplicity which should distinguLth us ein a 
people. Certain he was, that if the mere conve- 
nience, comfort, or dnmestic ease of the President 
were to be considered, no man who had yet occu- 
pied that mansion, could he have been cousultcd, 
would have hesitated for one moment to say, "Re- 
lieve me from the obligations, the restraints, and the 
ceremony which such a residence will impose." But 
this was not a question of mere personal preference 
on the part of our Chief Magistrate, federalist or 
whig, republican or democrat. It vnis one which 
should be examined and disuissed in all iia various 
and complicated bearings and relations. There was 
no time now for such an examination; and were he 
disposed to discuss it fully, he knew that the House 
was not in a humor long to listen very complacentr 
ly; and he had not the vanity to suppose that when 
many more gifted than he had flailed, he should 
prove an exception to the general rule of impatience 
emd weariness which always exists here to a ceruun 
extent, but which has peculiarly characterized this 
session. Ho had not had the time to examine 
whether any law imposed upon the President the 
obligation of occupying the house which the nation 
had prepared for his reception; but, in the absence of 
any law, custom and public opinion (in such cases 
OS imperative as law) required that there, and there 
only, he should take tip hia abode during his 
presidential term. He had no option. It was not 
James K. Polk, of Tennessee, who was to decide, 
but the President of tlie United States — not the man, 
but the office. That residence, a legal, or at least 
a qtuai lej^I one, (whether wisely created or not, as 
he had said before he would not slop to determine,) 
im|K>8ed upon him obligations from which he couhl 
not escape, without subjecting nim, and justly, too, 
to imputations which he hoped could never fairly 
attach to a President elected by the American de- 
mocracy. Those obligations were the dispensation, 
not of a profuse or splendid, but of a decent hosn- 
tality to tne representatives of the States and of the 
people, to the ministers of foreign powers resident 
here, and to such other JDeraons, whether citizens or 
foreigners, whose talents or virtues would , recom- 
mend them to his notice. Custom, too— a custom, 
too* in his opinion, more honored in tlie breach than 
the observance — had almost rendered obligatory a 
more extended exercise of this ho^itality; and the 
President wpuld probably ieel hinuelf bound to 
t>>row open his rooms, at certain staled intervals, to 
all who might choose to enter there. 

Mr. S. here said that he hoped that in this he would 
not be misunderatood. He considered that free accesa 
to the Chief Magistrate of the republic at certain con- 
venient hour^, and on as many days in the week as 
mi^ht be consistent with the proper discharge of hia 
varied and important duties, was the right of 
every American citizen, however humble might 
be his lot — ^whether his viiit was prompted 
by business, private or public, or by that 
natural and, as he thought, praiseworthy curiosity 
which induced men to desire to approan and con- 
verse withthose who had been distinguished by the 
favor of the colintry. He did not wish to environ 
the President with the ceremony and etiquette wliich, 
however necessary tliey may be to keep up the 
prestige of a monarchy, are totally at variance with 
the liobits and the character of our people. Here, 
then, wns the true state of the case— ^e onestion 
which we are now called upon to decide — shall the 
house erected for the President of the United States, 
in which he is compelled to live for the next four 
years, the property of tlie nation, be furnished at the 
expense orthe nation.> He would not enter into the 
miser.ble petty details of thw question. Even the 
honorable member from Tennessee, who had ob- 
jected most strenuously to this bill, and who, if he 
mistook not, was a member of the committee by 
which the bill was reportrd, and as such visited and 
examined the house, admitted all that he thought 
necessary for the purpose of his argument, and, in 
fact, made a speech (unintentionally he was mire) 
which willjuatify the most straight-laced economist, 
before the most illiberal constituency in the Union, 
in voting for the bill as it now stands, Mr. S. 
would not follow him through the mazes of this 
Castle Rackrent, and repeat the melancholy invento- 
ry of dilapidated mahogany, tattered hangings, and 
wonmut carpels. Of all things, the most disgusting 
is dirty finery, he would not say to a man of re- 
finement, ( for to some eara such a word might !» 
distasteful,) but to one who has been accus- 
tomed at home to the common decencies 
of life. tl« wo* sure that tb«re waa not a member J 



on this floor who conld notcontraat iSavorably his 
own fire-side with that of the President, as deline- 
ated by the faithful and graphic pencil of the honoi^ 
able gentleman from Tennessee, b is admitted, 
then, on all sides, that new furniture is required for 
the presidential inaii8ion;-and we have but two points 
to decide. Is this furniture to be paid for out of tlie 
public treasury? and how much should be appr^iri- 
ated for that purposed The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee has taken the broad ground that the house 
should be furnished at ~tbe cost of the President. 
He admits, to the fullest extent, the neoeaaity of in- 
curruig the expense, and estimates it as a deduction 
from his salary, .during his time of office, of 
twenty thoujsona dollara. Now, has it occuned to 
him that the necessary consequence 'of bisjpoaition 
is a flagrant violation of the constitution? He most 
be too familiar with that sacred instrument to re- 
quire a quotation of that clause of it which states 
that the President shall receive, for his public ser- 
vices, a compensation which shall neither be in- 
creased nor diminished during the period forwhich 
he shall have been elected. We fixed, at Ibe last 
session, by our appropriation bill, bis salary of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. Since the first build- 
ing pf^ the house — somewhere, he believed, about 
179S — Con^refis had regularly made appropriations 
for furnishing it. He found, by reference to the re- 
port of the worthy and useful member from New York 
the chairmeh of the Committee on Public Buildings, 
made kst year, that the first was made for this pur- 
pose in March, 1797, and that they have since l>een 
continued at every presidential term. Does not this 
uninterrupted usage of fifty years amount to a guar- 
anty that, without a previous legislative notice, so 
long at least jBS the House is occupied by the Prcs-. 
ident,theco8tof furnishing it should not be abstracted 
from his salary. The on^ remaining question wjs, 
how much should be appropriated. On this point, 
Mr. S. said that, having in the general no safer rule 
of conduct, he relied upon the standing committres 
of the House for the details of appropriation, when 
he was prepared to give his assent tp the principle 
upon which they were based. He knew little about 
those matters — nothing indeed but what he bad gath- 
ered from his own experience — and that would lead 
him to suppose that the committee had not made an 
extravagant estimate; but if he had entertained any 
doubts on this score, they were removed by tlie re- 
port before referi«d to, where he found that, from 
1797 up to the present time— a period of 48 years or 
12 terms — the total expenditure for furnishing the 
President's House was J20G,000, em average of about 
$17,200 per term. But then it would be recollected 
that but ^6,000 were appropriated during Mr. Ty- 
ler's administration: so that, in fact, the bill was in- 
tended to repair the waste for seven years, instead of 
four; and tne appropriation was much below the 
average. 

And here, by the way, (said Mr. S.) as he could 
not now be suspected of any attempt to flatter or 
conciliate the nigh functionary who was so soon 
about to lake his departure from the While House, 
he might be permitted to say that, in this respect, 
he had been treated by Conjsress in a manner little 
consistent with the dignity of llie nation, or the good 
taste or the good fechng of its legislators. What- 
ever disatisfaction he may have given to either party, 
he was a constitutional President, and was entitled, 
in matters of this sort, to the same measure of jus- 
tice OS his predecessors. Mr. S. said that perhaps 
he ought to dismiss the subject; but he coulanot re- 
frain nrom making some comment upon the division of 
yesterday, in connection with amotion which he in- 
tended to make for a call of the House, previous to 
taking the final vole on the bill. He knew that 
many members were attracted by the debate on the 
absorbing; quesiion of the day at the other end of 
the building; but he could not be blind to the fart 
that many othera of both parties were absent, or 
failed to answer, for other reasons. He did not cen- 
sure gentlemen on the other side either for abstain- 
ing from voting at all or voting against the bill, in 
opposition to their well-known, and in many in- 
stances recorded, opinions. Although he perhaps 
might not have chosen to do so himself, he thought 
that fault could not reasonably be found with 
that sort of political strategy by which the bill 
was defeated- If a democratic Congress could not 
find a majority in its own raiiks in favor of 
decently furnishing the mansion of a democratic 
President, they had no ri;hl to expect Ihot the 
whigs would help them out of the difficulty. He 
had always considered that one of the capital errare 
of the federal party had been the undenating tb« 
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mtelligenoe of the people. Ic is true that they had 
once succeeded, under very peculiar circumstaneea, 
in playine euoceeefully upon the hopea, fears, paa- 
■ione, and prejudices of the people; but their over- 
throv would nave been as complete, and the results 
probably still more lastingly decisive, had their 
nominal leader lived throueh the term for which he 
was elected. He feared tJtat some — ^too man^, in- 
deed — of our Mends, atguing from the exception as 
a rule, and mistaking what was a mere temporary 
hallucination for a permanent disturbance of the 
popolar mind, were oispoaed to take leaves out of 
the whig almanacs and song books. Abandoning 
that reliance which had heretofore been, and he 
trusted would always be, one of the fundamental 
dogmas of our creed — a reliance which has, on 
every occasion save one, been justified by the re- 
sult — they imagined that thej could better succeed 
by cajolery and mystification. His friend (the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means) 
told him to be short. He was not in' the habit of 
rasJcing makiy or long speeches. He knew the im- 
patience of his bononble friend to get at the gen- 
eral appropriation bills. He did not blame him 
for it. He would h«ve desired to say some- 
thing upon certain inconsistencies in uie con- 
duct of some of the apostles of economy here, 
and especially upon the amendment to the bill 
from the Senate, intended, as all admitted, to correct 
an error in a law passed without examination last 
session. And what iras the effect of the amendment, 
urged and adopted by the votes of some of the most 
eloquent declaimers against abuses.' Why, to plun- 
der the treasury of nearly $300,000, to give to cer- 
tain widows of^revolutionary soldiers arrears of pen- 
sions for a term of years, while their husbands were 
still living — those husbands having themselves en- 
joyed the pension during the same period. He saw 
that the House was anxious to come to a vote; and 
as the seats appeared to be tolerably well filled, he 
would not make the motion which he had intended 
for a call of the House. 

He would nudce a single observation, in conclu- 
sion. He had ai abiding faith in the intelligence 
and good tense of the people; nor could he be easily 
made to believe that there was one district in the 
Union that would condemn its representative for 
aupportingthisbill. Sure was he, «t least, that his own 
constituents looked only to the great issues of the 
party, and would not 'consider any sound principle 
of economy violated by this reasonable emd necessa- 
ry appropriation. 

Mr. HAMMBTT said he hod yesterday voted 
against this bill for two reasons. One was, that he 
believed that the sum which it appropriated was 
much larger than was necessary or was usual; and 
the other was the course of the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Buildings, who had taken up- 
on himself the responsibility of purchasing furni- 
ture, and thus imposing on Congress a kind of ne- 
cessity to pay for it. 

He was opposed to doing business in this kind of 
way. He was opposed to this bill because the 
chairman of the Committee of Public Buildings had 
taken upon himself the responsibility of purchasing 
furniture and calling upon the House to pay for it. 
He would net give liis consent that any member of 
that House should take tipon himself such a respon- 
sibility. He spoke of the inadequate appropriation 
of $6,000 which had been made for furnishing the 
Presidents House, and said he look^ upon it as 
parsimonioas<and niggardly in the extreme; and he 
would, had he been here at the time, have voted 
cheerfully for an appropriation of $20,000 for that 
object. Though he would not sanction by his vote 
such a stretch of power on the part of the chairman 
of any committee, he would prefer that |90,000 
should be appropriated by a bill to be reported by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. PRATT obtained the floor. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES rose to a question of 
order. He inquired if the vote on the rejection of 
this bill had not been taken under the operation of 
theprevious question. 

The SPEAKER said that it war, but the previous 
question was exhausted when the bill was rejected. 

Mr. PRATT, on rising, had nothing to say as to 
the course of other gentlemen on this question. Each 
gentleman could take care of himself; and he would 
only detain the House for a few moments while he 
replied to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Hammbtt,] who had taken the liberty of calling his 
courae in question. He thought it a very small 
piece of bnaiiiess for gentleman to come hen and 
pake speeches about ta»Pi«ndent's fiunitiue for 



home consumption. It was a small piece of busi 
ness indeed. We have, said he, had our elec- 
tion; and if we had not, it would make no 
difference; but other gentlemen have not had 
theirs, and hence their opposition to thisbill. He 
thought it beneath the dignity of members of Con- 
gress to talk about a litt^ furniture, a little furni- 
ture! for the President's House, while they were 
appropriating money extravagantly for other ob- 
jects. Gentlemen yesterday voted down the bill ap- 
propriating the trifling sum of |^,000 for the Pres- 
ident's furniture, and the very next vote they gave 
was for |87,000 to buy books for themselves. Not- 
withstanding diia liberal appropriation for them- 
selves, gentlemen called him to account for recom- 
mending this little appropriation of $20,000, every 
dollar of which was wanted. He would now pro- 
ceed to answer the gentleman f>om Mississippi, 
who had called him to account. As one of the rep- 
resentatives of the State of New York, he was ac- 
countable to his constituents. He came here to 
labor in their service, and he was ready to account 
to them for all he did. He was not only ready to 
be accountable to them, but was also ready to be 
aoeountable to this House, and every department of 
the government, for all that he had done, and at all 
times and places. 

He boldly avowed, then, tha't he did order some 
curtains for the President's House, not as chairman 
of the Committee on Public Buildings, but on his in- 
dividual responsibility. He saw that curtains were 
wanted for windows that were without them, and, 
for the honor of his country, directed an upholsterer 
to furnish them the best and finest that could be pro- 
cured; saying that if Coneress would not make 
provision for the payment, he would do so out of 
his own pocket. He did not do this as a member 
of the Committee on Public Buildings, but as a pri- 
vate individual; and on his own responsibilitv. 
So much had he done for his country. Could the 
gentleman from Mississippi say he had done as 
much? [Laughter.] He had only one word more 
to say. It was well known in the House that the 
present incumbent of the White House came there 
not by his vote; but it was enough that be found him 
Uiere. He was the President of the United States; and 
it was his duty, being chairman of the Committee 
on P^iblic Buudings, to see that he was comforta- 
bly provided fbr, in ■ manner suited to the dignity 
of^ the nation. 

As to the President elect, he thought he would 
not fed proud of bis new friends, after the course 
they took yesterday in bringing down his accom- 
modations to their standard of propriety. From 
what be knew of the man, he was confident he 
#ould rather see the House furnished at his own 
expense than to have seen such a vote as Was 
taken yesterday. As to these curtains, which he 
was so roundly censured for ordering, he saw win- 
dows in the ropm where the President of the United 
States was in the habit of receiving the foreign min- 
isters wholly without them; and deeming this to be 
disgraceful to the nation, he had ordered them to be 
put there on his own responsibility. Mr. P. con- 
cluded by moving thepnvious question. 

Mr. G. W. JONES desired the gentleman to 
withdraw his call for the previous question, to allow 
him to make an explanation. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF desired to know if the 
bill would be open to amendment, should the motion 
to reconsider prevail. 

The SPEAKER said that, in that event, the bill 
would be on its passage, and therefore not open to 
amendment. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF asked if it would not then 
be in order to move to reconsider the vote on order- 
ingthe bill to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER said that it would. 

The previous question was then seconded by the 
House— ayes 93, noes 31 — and the main question 
was ordered. 

Mr. G. W.JONES called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion for reconsideration; and, the question 
being taken, it was decided in the affirmative— yeas 
126, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS— Meiin. Abbot, Adsmt, AndenoB, Arrington, 
Alkiiuon, BuTinger, Barnard, Bplier, Benton, BldUck, 
Jamei A. Black, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brengle, Brinkei^ 
hoir, Brodhaad, Wllltam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Campbell, 
Carpenter. Carroll. Augnitua A. Chapman, Chappell, Cling- 
man. Clinton, Cobb, Cram, Bana, Richard D. Darii, John 
W. DavlR, Dean, Deberry. Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, 
Dancan, Dunlap, Elmer, Fiuiee, Fish, Foster, l<^ler. Oog* 

gn, Byiam Oreen, Orinnell, Hale, EUlward 8. Hamlin, 
iralaen, Haya, Hoiriok, Hopkins, Hoaaton, Hulard, 
Robball, Rnnganord, Cbarlea J. Ingarsoll, Jameson, Cava 
JohiMOB, John P. Knmbif, Klifcfatiick, LabronslM, Leon- 



ard, Lucas, I^oD, McCaaalen, Mada}-, MoClellimd, Mc- 
Clemard, MaKay, Marsh, Jos^ih Morris, Isaac E- Mone, 
Mosaley, Marphr, Nes, Nowton, Owen, Parmsnter, Payae, 
FetUt, Pollock, Eliaha R. Potter, Emeiy D. Potter, Pratt, 
Purdy, Rathbon, Ckarlea M. Bced, David S. Rind. Relic, 
Ritter, Roberts, Rockwell, Rogera, SL John. Saunders. 
Simons, Simpson, SUdell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith. 
teeoce, StacDTod, Melaon, Andrew Stewart, Stiles. Jamea 
W. Stone, Alfred P. Stona. Strong, Syket, Taylor. 
Thompson, Tibbatta, Vinton, Waller, Wethered. Wheaton, 
Benjamin White, Williams, Wlnthrop, Woodward, WilUam 
Wright, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, and Yost— IM. 

NAYS— Masara. Ashe, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Bnira. 
Caldwell, Cranaton, Collom, Daniel, Ficklin. FloreDre, 
French, Hoge, James B. Bunt, Jenlu, Perley B. Johnson. 
Andrew Johnson, O. W. Jones, Aadisw Kennedy, Preatoo 
KlpgJIdcConneU, McDowell, Noiria, Peyton, Reding, Seo- 
ter.ThomuH. Seymour, Stephens, and Tucker — 37. 

Mr. PETTTIT then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed; and on that he moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was sustained by the House. 

On the quuestion of reconsideration, the vote was 
taken by Messrs. SMnniEBs and Wikthrop, tellers, 
who reported 69 in the affirmative, and 70 in the 
nentive. So the reconsideration was refused. 

The question then recurred on the third reading of 
the bill. 

Mr. PETTIT then addressed the House in con- 
demnation of the mean spirit which refused an ap- 
propriation to furnish the presidential manaion, 
which belonged to the nation, and not to any in- 
dividual. The spirit of "Ogle" (he said) appeared 
to haunt the imagination of many members, and it 
was a contemptible spirit. They had erected a be- 
coming mansion, in which they required the Presi- 
dent to reside, and they ought to make it comforta- 
ble. It had been said that we were a democratic 
people; but because we were so, it did not follow 
that every democrat should go bareheaded and bare- 
footed. They might, with equal propriety, require 
the President to occupy rooms witnout carpets, and 
to dispense with wasnbowls in his bed chamber; 
and compel him to wash his face in a. mud puddle, 
and dry it by the aid of the sun. Hs cominued this 
course of remark for some time, and declared that, if 
his constituents required him to vote as&inst this 
bill, he should be ashamed to represent them. 

Mr. HENLEY obtained the floor; but 

Mr. JAMESON desired that gentleman to allow 
him to submit a proposition. 

At his request, it was read by the Clerk; and it 
was a proposition to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, with in- 
structions to reduce the appropriation from $20,000 
to $10,000. 

The SPEAKER said it was not then in order. 

Mr. HENLEY said that proposition met his 
views entirely. He then replied at some length to 
the remarks of .his colleague, [Mr. Pettit.] 

Mr. HALE moved the previous question; which 
was seconded by a majority of 89 to 35, the vole 
having been taken by Messrs. THOMAstON and 
DouGLAtt as tellers. 

The main question was ordered. 

Mr. McCONNELL asked the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. TUCKER moved to lay the bill on the table; 
and on this motion asked the yeas and naya, which 
were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood 
thus: — yeas 47, nays 109, as follows: 

YEAS— Measni. Andenon, Arrington, Aahe, Brlaer, Bm- 
lon, Blackwell, Bower, Boyd, Aaron V. Btrtwn, Mttloa 
Brown, Bufllngton, Caldwell, Reuben Chapman. Craiutot,. 
Cullom, Daniel, Duncan, Flcklin, Florence, French. Gog- 
Kin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, Houston, James B. Honx. 
Perley B. Johnson, Aildrew Johnson, Oeoigs W. Joaea, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lumpkin, McClelland, McCoBnell, Mc- 
Dowell, Norris, Payne, Purdy, Reding, Ritter, Thomat 
H. Seymour, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Taylor, Tibbalts. 
Tocker, Wheaton, and Joseph A. Wright— 47. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbott, Adams. AtEinaon, Baker. Bar- 
ringer, Bidlack, Jamea A. Black. Bowlin, Brinkethoff. 
Brodhead, Burke, Burt, Campbell, Catpenter, Carroll 
Catlin, Angustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clingman. Clinton. 
Cobb, Cross, Dana, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis. 
Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, Danlap, FJ- 
mer, Fish, Foster, Puller, Urinnell, Orider, Hale, Hanni- 
bal Hamlin, Hays, Herrick, Holmes, Hnbard, IlubbeU. 
Hudson, Htingeiibrd, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
aoll, Jameson, Jenka, Care Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leoimid, Lucas, 
Lyon, MacUy, McClemand, Mcllvaine, McKay, Isaac E. 
Hone, Moseley. Murphey. Nes, Newton, Owen. Parmea- 
ter, Pettit, Peyton, Phoenix, Pollock, Eliaha R. Potter, 
Pntt, Charles M. Reed, David S. Reid. ReUi, Roberta. 
Rockwell, Rogers, Ruciell, St John, Sample, Saunders, 
Severance, David L. Seymour, Simons, Slldell, Robert 
Smith, Spence, Stetion, John SKwart. Stiles. James W. 
Stone, Strong. Sjkes, Thomaaaon, Thompaon, Tyler. 
Wentworth, Wethered, Beqjaoin, Whit*. WUliams, Wia- 
throp, Woodward, William Wright, sod Yoat— 108. 

So the House isfUssd to lay the biU on the 
table. 
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The quMtion recurring on the paiaage of ihe 

bill- 
Mr. McDowell repeated the demand for the 

yeas and na^t; which were ordered bv the House. 
The queation was taken, and decidea in the neg*- 

live— yeas 75, nays 77, as foUowi: 
TEAS— Meun. Adinu, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, Janes 

A. Black, Brodbead, Burt, Campbell, CatUn, Aognitni A. 
Chtpmui, CUoton, Crou, Dana, Rlchatd D. Davis, Dmn, 
DslMt, DUUnghain, Doaglsn, Dromgoola, Dnnlap, Elmer, 
FMter, Foller, Urinnall, Hale, Hanalbal Hamlu, Han, 
Hsrrick, Hubbell, Hungerford, WaiUngton Hnnt, Charlas 
J. IngenoU, Jameson. Csvs Johnson. John P. Ksnnady 
Kirkpatrick, Labranohe, Leonard, Lunu, McCauilen, Ma- 
cls7, McClamand, McKay, Iiaso K. Mane, Muiphjr. Newton, 
Psnnenier, Pettil, Elisha R. Patter, Emery D. Potter. Pratt, 
DsridS. Rei'd, Rhett, Roberts, Rockwell, B((g*r>, Rnssell, 
SL John, Saunders, Simons, Slidell, Robert Smith, Spence, 
John Stewart. Stilei, James W. Stone, Alfted P. Stone, 
Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, Thompson, Tyler, Wentworth, 
BeaJamiD White, Winthrop, and Woodward— 7S. 

NAV8— Messrs. Anderion, Arrineton, Ashe, Atkinson, 
Bsrringer, Belser, Benton, Blackwell, Hbyd, firengle, 
Aaron V. Brown, .Milton Brown, William J. Brown, 
Bnfllngtott, Bnrke, Caldwell, Carpenter, Reuben Chapman, 
Cranston, CuUom, Daniel, Dickey, Duncan, Farlet. Fieklin, 
Florence, French, (lorKin, Gnder. Hammett, Haralson, 
Harper, Henley, Hoge, Houston, {lubard, Hudson, James B. 
Hunt, Jenks, Perley B. Johnnon, Andrew Johnson, 
Oeorge W. Jones^ Androw Kennedy, Preston King, 
Daniel P. King, Lumpkin, Lysn, McClelland, McDowell, 
E. J. Morris, N orris, Owen. Payne, Peyton, Purdy, Ram- 
.wy, Rathkun, C. M. Reed, Reding, Ritter, Sample. Senter, 
Thomsi H. Seymour. Albert Smith. Thomas Smith. Caleb 

B. Smith, Stcenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, 
Taylor. fTibbatti, Tucker, Wheaton, John White, Wil- 
liami, Joseph A. Wright, and Yoit— 77. 

So the bill was finally rejected. 

CiriL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRTATION 
BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and I he House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Saunders in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill makii^ 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the goTemment for the fiscal year ending Ihe 30th 
June, 1846. 

The clause approonatine |S5,000 for the compen- 
aation of the President of the United States being 
read, 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH oifered the foUowing 
amendment: 

For permanently locating the Cmnberland (or National) 
road from Vandalia, Illinois, to Jefferson City, in the State 
of MissoOrf, and clearing oft' the track and bridging the 
creeks and small rivers, the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment not in 
order. 

Mr. SMITH said he believed that, for the pur- 
pose of facilitating and forwarding the business of 
legislation, it waa, as a general rule, the best pol- 
icy to sustain the decisions of the Chair, right or 
wrong; and it was with extreme reluctance that he 
now took an appeal from the deciaion of the honor- 
able chairman; but (said Mr. S.) he found many 
precedents for including apprpprialions for the 
Cumberland road in the general impropriation bills; 
and ha felt himself called upon, by a sense of justice 
to himself and his conalilueois, to take this step. 
He said, if the decision of the chairman was su^ 
tained, that the friends of this measure would be cut 
off from giving their views an this subject, as he 
feared that no action could be bad by the House on 
the bill making appropriations for the national road 
during this session; and hence gross ii^ustice would 
be done to those who had paid their money into the 
national treasury for lands in the vicinity of this 
road, on the faith of the government completing the 
road. 

Mr S. said he had never troubled the House un- 
less on some measure immediately affecting the in- 
terests of his constituents, and would not now have 
offered this amendment if he could have had any 
assurance thiU the bill making an appropriation for 
this road would be taken up and acted upon. 

The CHAIRMAN here called Mr. S. to order. 

Mr. SMITH said he would proceed in order. 

Mr. JAMESON suggested to the chairman that 
the amendment being entirely different from any of 
the provisions of the bill making appropriationa for 
the Cumberland road, he thought it strictly in or- 
der. 

Mr. SMITH continued. He said he could cite 
five or six appropriations made for this road in 
similar bills; that thia was not a new appropriation, 
but to continue a worit which had received the warm 
and cordial support of every administration, (totti 
Mr. Jefferson's down to the one now drawing to a 
close. All the friends of this measure ask is • fair 



hearing, and tliat they mav be permitted to place 
the merits fiurly before the House and the country; 
and to the result, be it what it might, they would sub- 
mit. He could not foieet the hostiUty and adroit- 
ness which oartain gentlemen exercised to prevent 
action on this appropriation near the cloae (>f the 
last session. He could not say that he had much 
expectation that lus amendment would be adopted, 
but he wished to miake an appeal to the sense of 
jtistieeof the committee to lake up the Cumberland 
road bill and decide it upon its merits. It was due 
to the States throtigh which it passed; and justice 
to those States demanded that this rood should be 
completed. And he would now say that, so loi^g 
as he should have the honor of a seat upon this 
floor, he would never cease to press upon Congress 
the justice of completing this road. Having said 
this much, and not supposing any good could arise 
from further debating the question of order, he 
would withdraw his appeal. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the following 
amendment as an additional item: 

"For a commercial agent, to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, $4,000." 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL observed that it would 
be recollected by many gentlemen present, that 
some time during the last session, when the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill was under consid- 
eration, he bad offered an amendment similar to the 
present, and was cut off from making any*>emal-ks 
on it by the operation of the previous queation. He 
had risen for the purpose of again calling the atten- 
tion of the country to a subject which be conceived 
to be of the greatest importance, and that was our 
foreign commerce. He considered that, duriiig the 
last sixteen years, under the administratiors ofGen. 
Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, and Mr. Tyler, the mind 
of the country had been so much involved in contro- 
versies in regard to banks and tariffs, that what 
ought to be one of the chief objects of l^islation, 
our foreign commerce, had been tost sight of He 
now desired the indulgence of the committee for a 
very short time, while he endeavored to lay before 
the public some views resulting from information he 
had taken much pains to coUect. He found, by 
looking at the tables that hod been furnished him, 
that the tonnage of the United Slates had decreased 
between six and seven hundred thousand tons from 
the year 1837 to 1843. He fotmd by certain tables, 
that while the British tonnage, in 1803, waa 1,986,- 
076, and now 3,989,757, ours \(-m, at the first-named 
period t. e. forty years ago— 947,000, and now, 
§458,603. The last seven years, the only periods 
he had been able to ascertain, the British tonnage 
had been increased 600,000, while ours had de- 
creased 700,000. Now these were striking facts, 
and worthy of the notice of the statesman and legis- 
lator. This was in part owing, he believed, to the 
progress of steamboat navigaUon. 

He insisted, and proved by the quetation of the 
statistics which he held in his hand, that there was 
a decrease of American tonnage to the amount of 
700,000 tons, while there was an increase in the 
English tonnage to the amoimt of 600,000 tons. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY inquired if the gentleman 
from Virginia got his tonnage returns from the 
Treasury Department. 

Mr. d. J. INGERSOLL replied that he got them 
from a man of great intelligence, after receiving a 
communication from the Register of the Treasury, 
which he had with him. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY said the geoUeman's 
statement was not correct, and that there was no 
mode of ascertaining the amount of our tonnage at 
any one time at the ireosunr. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said that was a hobby 
of hia Baltimore friend. He then proceeded to state 
the amount of otir tonnage which was employed in the 
foreiet trade, and many advantages which our shi|v 
ping Ind over that of other countries; and yet there 
waa the decrease of wliich he had spoken. He 
their called the attention of the committee to some 
facts set forth in a report of a late Secretary of the 
Treasury, from which it appeared that our imports 
from 1831 to 1842, a period of about twenty years, 
had increased from forty>«neto eighty-eight nullions 
ofdollars, and our exports from sixty-five to one 
hundred and five millions. He also gave from Us 
tables other statements^ and then said he could a^ 
count for the comparative decrease of our foreign 
commerce by attributing it to the currency. Tliere 
was another fact to which he called attention; and 
that was, that, but for one single staple, the exports 
I of ihis^ coontiy wouki not exceed |90,000,000 per J 



annum. That staple was cotton; that product was 
raiaed exclusively by slave labor, md nut for that, 
the whole commerce and navigation of the United 
States — especially of the most navigating and 
flourishi^ portion of it — would be nearly at a 
stand. While the South bore the odium of alave 
labor, (and it was universal, not only hera but in 
England and France,) thia coiutry depnded exelu- 
sivMy on this single article— an article which bad 
grown up to its present importance without the aid 
of government or l^islation, or foreign ministers. 
A minister bad been sent abroad to attend to th« 
tobacco interests, bot nothing had been done for 
this important staple. The honorable gentleman 
again read authoriUea to sustain this position, bat it 
was impossible to catch more than the purport. 

He next alluded to his attempt to introduce a 
resolution o« the subiect of the duties on French 
wines and silks, which, he contended, operated to 
interrupt our commerce with that coHntry, but be 
said he had always been laughed down. He spoke 
of the probability of sup^ying Europeans with 
Pennsylvania coal and iron; America, too, ought to 
be a wool growing country; her cheaplands 
being favorable for the production of that ar- 
ticle of commen:e, so aa to compete with any 
country in the worid. They had latdy passed 
a bill in relation to the Or^n; and what waa 
it' Many conaidered it a mere question of on 
extension of territory; but he viewed it as - a 
commercial question. Texas, too, was a commer- 
cial question. He read an extract from the com- 
munication of a friend, resident in Pennsylvania, 
sustaining this view of these questions. And what 
had they learned by the arrival of yesterday from 
Europe? That the greatest maritime power in the 
world had offered to resign her post of constable of 
the high seas, provided the second greatest maritime 
power would unite— in what? In a protest, he Sup- 
posed, sgainst the possession of Texaa by this 
country. What he was saying he was not aaying as 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Aflbus, out 
as an individual member of this House. 

He stated this on hia own responsibility. He 
knew that these offers to France from Great Britain 
had been made long ago, but had been attempted to 
be withheld from the public, for fear it would drive 
the United Statea into sudden acquisition of Texas. 
It appeared to him, therefore, that it was a mere 
commercial question. In what he was about to atate, 
to be sure, he disclaimed anything like connection 
with any committee of Ibis House; but what a spec- 
tacle it was— thank Qoi he had not seen it; but he 
was told so by many who had seen it — what a spec- 
tacle was presented in another part of this buildine; 
speeches were watched, congratulations were ten- 
dered, and every demonstration of joy was made, 
when great arguments were advanced against the 
constitutionality or expediency of annexing Teaas. 

For one, it gratified him at least, that the two 
greatest maritime powera in the worid, uistead of- 
fer he believed there was no sort of droger of it — 
instead of contending with arms for us for ihe pos- 
session of Texas, had condescended to intrigue, to 
protect, to come across the Atlantic, to meddle in 
our concerns, to watch the progress of this thing. 

He had on his table a few more atatistics. He 
understood, if the exports of Great Britain were 
divided into a thousand parts, the United Stales 
took one hundred and eighty-one of them, 
which was ei^ty-odd noore than any other country. 
Germany came next, and took one hundred and one 
of these parts; British Asia seventy-four, the 
West Indies sixty-nine, &c, Ac Now the use he 
meant to make of this fact, was this: a large pro- 
portion of the foreign commerce of thia country, 
owing to the sympouiies to the natotal foelinp of the 
country — particularly of the Atlantic side of the 
country — ^was placed in depot in Liverpool. In his 
humble opinion, it was absurd. It might as well be 
sent to Havre, to Trieste, to Hamburg, and the 
other Hanse towns. Yet, while this was the ease, 
this great power was anxious to unite with another 
great power to prevent the United Slates from pos- 
sessing themselves — as, he insisted they would ao — 
of another great cotton country, "peaceably if they 
con, forcibly if they must" 

These were no party matters. He hod no doubt, 
if Mr. Clay hod oeen the successful presidential 
candidate, but that high-minded, eminent eiatesman 
— of whom it gave him great pleasure to say that 
he had never said a word, as he had never thought 
a thought, about him, that he would not to him — ' 
would nave entered into thia woik as cordially as he 
(Mr. I.) could do. It should be hM endeavor » 
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impren (his on tb« President elect; he had taken this 
.manner ordoing it. He wiahed thus to bring this 
matter to his attention as well as the attention of 
tfiecoontry. Itconcamed a great interest of the 
country. We had been fighting for banks and 
against bianka, for tanfis and acainst tariffs, tiH we 
had almost forgotten we had a foreign commerae. 

He shoold reserve the aigament for a proper oc- 
casion to show that this great extension of tn» for- 
eign commerce of the country was not only perfect- 
ly compatible with the protection of our domestie 
industry— «nd he took this occasion to say that he 
was an humble advocate of the protection of oor do- 
mestic i n d ustr y, of a tariff Mrithout reference to the 
roefe question of rerenue — yet he reserved to 
another occasion to show that this extending the 
foreign commerce was to improve the manufactures 
of tlM country; to render their position more stable; 
to turn the batanoe of trade in onr favor; to cause 
exchanges throughout all the world in oiir favor, 
instead of infovorof our great maritime rival, as 
was done at present He believed all this matter 
was perfectly demonstrable, and he reserved it for 
some future occasion. He had stated these things 
very impeifeelJyjnnd having submitted this motion, 
as be did, for this mere purpose, he withdrew it. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Has the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania withdrawn Us motion? 

Mr. INOERSOLL (in his seat.) Yes, he had 
withdrawn it He had.no idea that it would carry. 

[A voice: "Does the gen^eman withdraw his 
speech, too?" Laughter.] 

Mr. RATHBUN moved an amendment to add 
an appropriation of t3>000 f«r two clerks of the 
House of Representative*. He stated that these 
two elerln were regulariy employed in the House of 
Representatives, wid their salary had been omitted 
in this appropriation bill. 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. 
RATHBUN, McKAY, and the CHAIRMAN par- 
ticipated, , 

The ouestion was taken, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

president's furniture again. 

Mr. ROBERTS, after the clause providing for the 
executive clerk, moved an amendment appropri- 
nling |80,000 for repairing and refurnishing the ex- 
ecutive mansion with furniture of domestic manu- 
facture, if equally good and equally reasonable. 

Mr. R. said a few words in support of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART moved an amend- 
ment to the amendment, to strike out the words "if 
equally good and equally reasonable." 

He argued that the insertion of these words would 
be a nullification of the whole matter; that it im- 
posed no restriction upon the purchaser for the 
Preference of the domestic over the foreign article, 
'his matter of a little money was mere moonshine 
when weighed in this balance. He wished to keep 
out of the President's House foreign cabinet work, 
foreign carpets, and everything foreign; and he 
trusted that the principles and the policy adopted in 
this House would be American. 

Some conversation arose between Messrs. C. J. 
INQERSOLL, ANDREW STEWART, RATH- 
BUN, CALEB 6. SMITH, and other gentlemen. 

Mr. ROBERTS briefly opposed the amendment 
to the amendm ent 

Mr. JOHN STEWART proposed an amendment 
to the amendment, which was accepted by Mr. An- 
drew Stewart as a substitute for n is proposition. 
In proposes to appropriate |6,000 for repairing and 
painting the presidential mansion, and $14,000 for 
fumishug the same of American furniture, in ad- 
dition tor the snIeoT the old fumituie. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSGLL (in his seat.) In addi- 
tion to burning the old furniture, why did not you 
say? 

Mr. EDWARD J. BLACK gave notice of an 
amendment to the amendment which he designed to 
offer when in order, (and which is given below.) 

Some further conversation ensued, in which 
Messrs. McKAY, C. J. INGERSOLL, JOHN 
STEWART, and others, took part 

Mr. PAYNE deprecated the course which had 
been taken by some gentlemen who supported lliis 
appropriation. Those who would not consent that 
tliis measure should be hurried through without 
explanation, and without amendment, were charged 
with being parsimonious ond niggardly, while oth- 
ers were denounced as inimical to the in-coming ad- 
miniatratipn. All these charges (said Mr. P.) were 
made agaigst us, and we were not permitted to raise 
fiaryotda in explanation. It was now found 



that the pretensions of genllemen were a little 
humbled. They did not now come here demand- 
ing $28,000, without showing how it was to be ex- 
pended. They did not demand that the old furni- 
ture should be sold, without allowing the proceeds 
to be deducted from the amount appropriated. 
These pretensions were a little humbled. Gentle- 
men were . now willing to take $6,000 for the 
grounds, and |14,000 for the furniture. Bat what 
had they been told by those who had advocated the 
appropriation? They had been told that the Presi- 
dent elect would ratlier pay for this furniture him- 
self, than the vote rejecting the bill should have 
been passed yesterday. This came from the chair- 
man of the Cfommittee on Public Buildings. 

Mr. PRATT said he did say so, and he believed 
what he said. 

Mr. PAYNE did not question the word of the 
gentleman; but he stood here to vindicate the 
President elect; and he would tell the gentle- 
man from New York, that gaudy trappings and 
regal splendor would have no attractions for him. 
He stood far above such paltry considerations. 
He was a republican in principle and practice, and 
did not desire to be surrounded with the trappings 
of regiU splendor. He came here to carry out the 
principles of republicanism, and to uphold the creed 
of that great party which gave him a passport to the 
high station he nas been called on to ffll. These 
were the considerations which would influence him, 
and not costly and luxurious fumituie. What 
were they next told? Why, that this appropriation 
was to be voted for as a matter of respect to the 
President elect He chose to show respect to him 
by devoting his. humble energies to his election to 
the presidency. He desired to show his respect to 
him by approving his nomination when it came 
from the Baltimore convention. It was by riding 
through the country^ and addressing the people in 
two or three Slates on all occasions when he thought 
he might be useful, that he had shown his respect for 
him. It was by these means that he showed his 
respect to the President elect, and not by voting 
$38,000 to furnish his house in an extravagant and 
gaudy manner. If (said Mr. P.) we are called on 
to vote this appropriation out of respect to the Presi- 
dent elect, the amount is too little. Would it not 
be more respectful to vote him half a millioa' Tak- 
ing it in this light, he was not disposed to vote for it. 
Had he adopted the course of gentlemen who were 
opposed to liim in this matter — if he were to enter 
a crusade ageiinst those who were unwilling to vote 
for this large sum, and put a gag into the mouth of 
every one opposed to it, and force the measure 
through the House without a word of expktnation, 
he should suspect himself of acting througn motives 
of paying an undue respect for the executive office. 
He should fear that he wai^ placing himself in a 

Erominent position for the sake of offiee; if not for 
imself, at least for his friends. As regarded the 
motives of other gentlemen he bad nolliing to say. 
Whilsit he yielded to no man in point of respect to 
the President elect, he never should take any 
means of showing that re«pect inconsistent with his 
duty to himself and hia country. In regard to this 
appropriation, be believed that $14,000 would be suffi- 
aent to furnish the President's House in a manner 
creditable to the nation, and he was willing to vote 
that sum, though he believed that a smaller amount 
would answer; but he was unwilling to go beyond 
it Twenty thousand dollars was, in his opinion, 
too much to furnish any house in the nation, unless 
it was intended to furnish it in a style of regal 
splendor, which he was sure would not suit the 
tastes of our republican President. He was willing 
that tlie furniture purchased should be exclusively 
of American manufacture, provided it could M 
bought as cheap as the foreign article. While he 
wished to give every just encouragement to the 
American manufacturer, he would not adopt the 
principle of giving more for their articles than the 
foreign articles could be bought for. He wished to 
set an example of simplicity and economy to the, 
country, ana for that reason wished to buy the 
cheapest articles. Simplicity and economy have 
been the principles in which the democratic porty 
had at all times gone before the country; and if 
gentlemen wished -to carry out their professions, 
now was the time to show it, by voting such a sum 
for furnishing the presidential mansion as would do 
it in a style at once simple, neat, and elegant, and 
without extravagance or ostentation. 

Mr. E J. BLACK said he was one of those who 
voted this morning for $28,000 for furnishing the 
President's Hooae, in addition to what the old fUi^ 



nilure would sell for. Now, if the gentleman from 
Alabama, who attached as much value to this' old 
furniture, had seen as much of it ss he had, be 
vrould not estimate it as highly as he did. He did 
not believe there was an auctioneer in the dty of 
New York skilful enough in puffing to make it cell 
for more than $2,000. He relied gieatly on the 
statiatical knowledge of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Pratt,1 and had predicated his vole on 
that gentleman's catculatiens as to the oost of the 
articles to be furnished. He regretted that the per- 
sonal matters of the President and Preaideat elect 
had t>een brought up in this debate. He did not 
think they should be personally regarded in this 
matter. So far as they were the repreeentatives of 
the nation, he desirea to see them comfortably 
lodged. 

He regarded the executive of this great country 
as the representative, the moat immediate and direct 
representative, of the people. Tbe President was 
representing the masses of the people, and be (Mr. 
Black) gave his vote for this appropriation before, 
because he desired the President of the people to be 
decently lodged. He hoped the gentlemen who op- 
posed this appropriation would go into the executive 
mansion and examine its furniture. He (Mr. B.) 
had done so himaelf, and he now declared that there 
was no private gentleman in this city whose parlor 
or sitting room was so meanly furnished, in every 
respect, particularly in respect to the articles of cui^ 
tains ana chairs, to which he bad diieeied his special 
attention. Did any gentleman suppose that ime 
democracy consisted in keeping their President in 
rags and tatter^ lie believed the democtstic Presi- 
dent of this republic should be as decently lodged as 
any whig President; and if the whig roemtien of this 
House would not vote for this appropriation, they 
had better send chair-makers and mantoa-makera to 
the executive mansion to repair the chairs, and dam 
up the rents in the curtain*. But he conceived the 
question was simply how much they should appro- 
priate; and he would leave that to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Pratt,] and the Committee 
of Ways and Means, for they were better able 
to judge on that subject than he was. 

Where, then, should they buy this fbmitare? One 
gentleman said it should be bought only ftom Amer- 
ican manufacturers. And wherefore? For the pui^ 
poseof saving money to this couniiy? Waa it fbr 
economy? Or was it an emanation of the higii pro- 
tective tariff policy? Why did they desire that it 
should be bought only from American mtunoCao- 
turers? Why, he could see it was intended to pot 
in the pockets of American manu&ctarer* more than 
would go into the pockets of fbreign manubcturers 
for articles of equal quality. He uiould vote for the 
amendment "providing it can be procured on equal 
terms" — and was not that equitable and just? And 
what more did genllemen want? Did they want in- 
justice? Did gentlemen remember that a large por- 
tion of the money to be appropriated for thia object 
came from the cottq;i-growing section of the eoon- 
try, and tbe tobacco and rice-growing portion of the 
country? He saw before him a specimen of car- 
peting of American manu&cture, [it was laid om 
the floor for inspection,] and he had no objection to 
it; he was willing it should be bought, providing he 
who made it would furnish it on the same and equal 
terms that such articles could be procured elsewhere. 
He had no hostility to American manufiictare*; he 
desired that they should succeed in their ondetlak- 
ings; if he could get articles as cheap in this coon- 
try as elsewhere, ne was willing that the fbre^ 
article should be rejected. He knew not the price 
of this piece of carpeting which was exhibited Imsc, 
but it waa perhaps like the exhibition oT lailnad 
iron from Pennsylvania some time ago- 

He then stated that he had received a letta froai 
a friend in South Carolina, who had addressed lei- 
ten to the manufacturers of Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania, on learning that Ihey had offered to famish 
railroad iron on as good terms as the forei^ aitiGie 
could be procured; the answer which his finend hod 
received waa not distinctly heard, bot it waa raider- 
stood to diwppoint his expectations. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY supposed the gentleman 
from Georgia alluded to the Mount Savage Works 
in Maryland, amongst otherr, if so, he wottM inform 
the gentleman from Geoi^ia that that eatabliafainent 
was now in full operation, and was making a hur^-e 
amount of railroad iron daily, and had more order* 
than it could supply. 

Some conversation ensued, in which Messrs. J. 
STEWART, J. P. KENNEDY, and others par- 
ticipated; in the conrae of which tbeCbainwuioCth« 
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bommiun nid a diacunion on railroad iron was not 
in order, ooder this amendmeBt. 

Mr. BLACK raid he did not desire to be out of 
order; but he would, nerertheleaa, suggest to the 
Chainnan that iron and coal might be necessary to 
supply the presidential mansion, and hence this de- 
bate might be pertinent. However, he only now 
desired the gentlemen opposite to say if they would 
flliniah railroad iron as cheap as it could be pro- 
cived from Europe. He wished them to answer 
that plain question. Gentlemen had failed to an- 
swer him, and therefore he had nothing more to 
siy on that subject He hoped the amendment 
would prevail. 

Mr. OWEN stated that he understood ihe'carpet 
bdbre tliem, of American manufacture, would cost 
(3 per yard, while carpetmg of the same quality 
could be imported at j||l 25. [Cries of. Oh, no, you 
are mistaken.] This, it would be perceired, would 
make about 100 per cent, difference in (he expense 
of earpeting this House. 

Mr. J. sTEWAKt inquired if the gentleman 
from Indiana would prefer the British manufoctare, 
even at a lower price. 

Some confused conversation ensued, in the course 
of which Mr. PATERSON made some remarks on 
thepriee of Wilton carpeting before them. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
agreed to. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK then submitted his amendment 
in these words: 

Pnciiti, It can be obtained on the ume tennt u it ran 
b* hid from Um foreign manursctnrer. 

Mr. WENTWORTH suggested to his friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stewart,] whether it 
would not be best to distribute the proceeds of the 
sale of the old furniture among the diffcrenl States, 
aeeiog distribution was his favorite object. 

The vote on the amendment to the amendment, 
moved by Mr. Black, was negatived — 50 in the af- 
firmative, and 63 in the negative. 

The amendment was then agreed to as amend- 
ed. 

ELECTRO-MAGNETIC TELEGRAPIl. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendment to 
appropriate 18,000 for delhiying the expenses for 
ine year of the magnetic telegraph between Wash- 
ington and Baltimore, said sum to be disbursed un- 
derthe direction of the Postmaster OenenU. During 
• the last Congress,he said, on appropriation of|30,000 
had been made for the establishment of this tele- 
graph. He had recently received a communication 
from the gentleman at the head of this telegraph, 
slating that the appropriation was entirely expend- 
ed, and that the thing must rest unless some fiinds 
were appropriated. It waS in contemplation, as 
proposed in this amendment, to put it under the 
superintendence of the Postmaster General, in or- 
der that he might make out a tariff of charges for 
the transmission of information by this means. It 
was supposed that the receipts m this way might 
go a considerable way towards defraying the ex- 
penses of the establishment. Here was a work of 
this importance between Baltimore and this city 
which was now suspended for want of funds, and 
which, if neglected and suffered to remain idle and 
without attention, would go to ruin. There was 
also, as was known, a bill now on the table for the 
extension of this work to New York. Gentlemen, 
from this statement of lacts, must see the propriety 
of the appropriation proposed. 

Having made this explanation now as the only 
opportunity for it, he withdrew his amendment to 
oner it wlien they came to the proper place in the 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, an amendment was 
*dopted of |2,000 for extra clerk hira in copying in 
the Department of State. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved an amendment to the 
danse appropriating for the Treasurer of the United 
States, hii clerk, Ac, providing that hereafter the 
"Ixry of the clerk (which he explained to be a very 
feaponsiMe office) should be $1,600. 

After a word of conversation between Messrs. 
McKAY and THOMPSON, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HALE moved an amendment to deduct from 
the ^propriation for the Register of the Treasury 
wid for the Treamtrer, f7tl8; which sum had been 
■•legally received (he said) by those respective offi- 
wrs for signing treasury notes, for which no extra 
compensation should have been given, and he 
sjttsed to be read letters from (he late Auditor of the 
Treasury, Hon. Tully R. Wise, to show it had been 



rejected over and over by him. He also referred to 
express provisions of law against such a charge. 

Pending the question on this amendment. 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. HARPER, at the instance (he said) of the 
Committee on Expenditures in the Post Office De- 
partment, asked leave to offer a resolution author- 
izing that committee to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. HOPKINS and many other gentlemen ob' 
jected. 

Mr. HARPER moved a suspension of the rules 
for its re^ption. 

Pending this motion, 

The House adjoamed. 

The fallowing notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the membera 
presenting them: ' 

By Mr. .MOSKLEY: The petition of citizens of Baffalo, 
New Vorlc, for a reduction of tlie ratei of postage, andabol. 
ishli^ tlie franking phrilege. 

Bjr Mr. TYL.KB: The petition of M. C Dcmminf;, and 
othin, of Seneca county. Now York, praying for the redoc- 
tioa of tile rates of posture. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petiUon of W.W. Willon, and 
117 other cHizenB of Hamilton, New York, praying for the 
paiaage of the SenBte bill reducing the ratal of poatagx, 
which waa referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
•tate of the Union. 

By Mr. SIMONS: The peUtion of the Hon. Mr. Whit- 
tleiey, and 1 13 otfaeri, citizena of Danbnry , in Connecticut, 
prayuigtbe Honae of Repreientativet to paii the law 
adopted by the Senate for the reduction of pottage: relenred 
to the Appropriate Committee. 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Somuel Heplium and 
31 otheri, citizeni of Nortliumberland county, Pennsyl- 
vania, praving tlie concnnvnce of the House ol^ Represent- 
atives m tne bill re<Iucliig postage, and passed by the Sen- 
ate. Also, the petition of Robert Fleming, and 101 others, 
citizens of Lycoming county, Pennsy Ivania, praying that 
the bill passed by the Senate, reducing the rates of postage, 
may be enacted into a law. 

By Mr IIOOE: The petition of Brigham Yonng and 16 
others, citi/ens of NauToo, in the State of Illinois, praying 
Congress to grant them the privilege of erecting a dam in 
the Mississippi river, opposite said city of Nauvoo, for the 
improvement of the navigation of aald river: refiBrred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. THOMASSON: The petition of John Blackwell 
and others, asking that lands may be given to poor families 
who are not able to purchase: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. Also, the petition of James Smith, on behalf 
of Benjamin Kerlin, an insane soldier, praying a pension: 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of Enoch Perkins forrev- 
olntienary pension, due to hit father Zopher Ferklna at his 
decease: referred to the Committee on RevoloUonary Fen- 
tiont. 

By .Mr. WHEATON: The memorial of 17 members of the 
bar of Onondaga county, New York, asking that provision 
may be made to have toe reports of the Supreme Court of 
the ITnited States placed with the statutes in the tevoral 
county clerks' ullicei of the Union: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LEONARD: The petition of John C. Alsiaadt.for 
payment of a claim for goods furnished to the New York 
custom-house: referred to the (Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. A. SMITH: The petition of 9. C. Hoden and oth- 
en, citizens of Bataria, New York, praying fora reduction 
in the rates of pottage. 

By Mr. H. DOUOE: Seven petitions, signed by 308 citi- 
zens of the Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for 
the establishment of a mall route, commencing at Prairie- 
ville, via Genesee, Eagle, Whitewater, Fort Atkinson, 
SnelPs, Lake, Mahews, and Cottoge Grove, to Madison, the 
seat of government in said Territory: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office arid Post Roads. The memorial of 
72 citi/ens of Racine county. Territory of "Wisconsin, re- 
monstrating against changing the mail route from the town 
of Racine to Janesville, in said Territory; referred to the 
Committee on the Post Odice and Post Roads. The resolu- 
tion of the legislative Hsscmjly of the Territory of Wis- 
consin, asking Congress for an appropriation ^r the con- 
stmction of a harbor at the month of Sheboygan river, on 
the western shore of Lake Michigan, In said Territory: re* 
ferred to the t'ommittee on Commerce. The resolution o( 
the legislative assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, 
asking Congress for an appropriation for a revolving light 
at Sank Harbor, on the western shore of Lake Miriii- 
gan, in said Territory: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 



IN SENATE. 
TuratnAT, February 20, 1845. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. POSTER inquired of the Chair whether there 
was any rule which authorized a call of the Senate. 
He was anxious that some of the gentlemen on the* 
other side, who had voted for an early hour of 
meeting, and who were now absent, should be ap- 
prised of their absence through a call of the Sen- 
ate. 

The CHAIR said there was such a rule. 

Mr. FOSTER said he would not press a eall this 
morning, but merely give warning that he would 
do so at another time. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented resolutions adopted 
by the legislature of Delaware, in opposition tu the 



annexation of Texas to the United States: erdeivd 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from a number of citizens of Denham and Middl^eld, 
Connecticut, remonst/aling afainst the annexation 
of annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. H. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of Massachusetts, representing that a newspaper, 
the "Sheet Anchor," devoted to the interests of sea- 
men, would, if distributed among them, be pit>duo- 
tive of great good; and requesting that a fund might 
be placed at tlie disjiosilion of the Secretaiy of War, 
to be applied in his discretion to that object: refer- 
red to the Committee on Naval Affaira. 

Mr. BATES presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, requesting the aenatora 
and representatives from that State to urge the pas- 
sage of a law providing for the publication and dis- 
tribution of tne decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States lunong the judicial tribunals of the 
States, executive officers, and public libraries, or 
more importimt institutions of the country: ordeitcd 
to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, on the recom- 
mendation of the Committee on the Library, 600 . 
copies, in addition to the twnal quantity — 300 of 
which to be for the use of the department — were 
ordered to be printed of the report from the Navy 
Department giving information of the depot of 
charts and instruments at Washington city. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported a joint resolution for the distribu- 
tion of copies of the journal and other documents, 
printed under the order of Congress, to each of th* 
incorporated scientific institutions in the several 
States and Territories; which was read and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. CHOATE, the Committee 
on the Library was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the New York in- 
stitution for the deaf and dumb, praying for a dona- 
tion of congressional documents. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, with an amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the House bill enti- 
tled ao act for the relief of Daniel Homans. 

Also, from the same committee, to which waa re- 
ferred the memorial of Robert Parkis, of Rhode 
I.sland, preying compensation for the recapture of a 
merchant vessel last war, reported a joint resolution 
authorizing the pajrment of a sum of mtmey to Rob- 
ert Parkis; which was read, and ordered to aecond 
reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee an 
Military Affaira, reported back, with amendments, 
the bill providing for the payment of certain milita- 
ry service in Florida. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
dieary, reported beck, without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that it do pass, the bill supple- 
mentary to the act for the better organization of the 
district courts of the United States within the State 
of Louisiana, and for other purposes. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the previous or- 
dera of the day were postponed, and the above bill— 
which provided merely tor the transfer of certain 
business from the circuit court of the United States 
to the district court of that Slate — was taken up 
for consideration as in committee of the whole; and, 
after a few explanatory remarks by that senator, 
was reported to the Senate, and oidered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the report referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, a few days ago, 
from the Navy Department, showing the length of 
sea and other services of the commissioned offi- 
ceraand passed midshipmen, was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the Commiuee on 
Foreign Relations was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of John Slrobecker, 
praying to be indemnified for the loss of the insu- 
rance of the schooner Elnterprise, which waa seized 
and confiscated by the British authorities in 183S. 

The PRESIDENT pro (em laid before the Senate 
the following message; which was read, and. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, ordered to be 
printed, and Referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, viz: 

Tt the Sevalt of the VnUei SMri: 

Inantwertothe retolsttonof theSraste of thelltb De- 
cember, ltM4, re<)a«atiiig the Pretident to lay before the 
Senate, if, in his judgment, that may be doas withont prcJOr 
dice to the pntdic interests, a copy of say instnutloiis 
which may hare been given by the ex«(ntire le the Aaeii* 
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tinuance of the land district at Palmyra aod Fayette, 
and for a new land office; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, the engrossed 
bill for the relief of the l<«al representeuirea of 
Geoife DuTal, a Cherokee Indian, deceaaed, was 
taken up for consideration. 

On motion by Mr. J., and by the general consent 
of the Senate, it was so amendnl as "to authorize the 
Secretary of War to hear testimony, and ascertain 
what sum was a fair compensation ror the legal rep- 
resentatives of George DqtbI, a Cherokee, deceased, 
for depredations committed on his property in the 
year 1828 by American citizens," instead or appro- 
priating unconditionally to that object the sum of 
|4,000. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had no objection to the 
amendment. 

The bill, as amended, was then read the third 
time and passed. 

The engrossed bill vesting in the-eotmty commis- 
sionen of the coimty of Wyandot, the right to cer- 
tain town tots, and outlots in the town of Upper 
Sandusky, in the State of Ohio, was read t)te Uurd 
time and passed. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill providing 
for the satisfaction of claims due American citizens 
for spoliations committed by the French prior to 
1800, was taken up on iu third reading. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said be had attempted to show, 
the other'day, the strong presumption against these 
claims, arising from their antiquity. The depreda- 
tions were committed by the French as long ago as 
forty-five years; and the rational presumption arising 
from this great lapse of time, and the silent acqui- 
escence of the petitioners, would be absolutely con- 
clusive evidence against them, according to the uni- 
versal principle of jurisprudence prevailing all over 
the civilized world. This presumption the pelilion- 
era, he was aware, had attempted to rebut, by show- 
ing that, as early as 1802, a portion of them, 6rteen 
or twenty out of a thousand, had applied to Con- 
greps; but he, at least, assumed that the presump- 
tion arising oat of the application then made was 
counteracted by the fact, tnat Congress rejected the 
claims. 

After that rejection, they remained silent till 1807, 
when a small portion of them again applied to Con- 
gress. The claim was then ansuccessful; and they 
again acquiesced in the decision of the government, 
upf to the year 1818. In that year the claim was 
again rejected. In 1822 and 1824 successively by 
the House of Representatives, the claims were 
again and again rejected; and up to the year 1827, 
with the execution of a very inconclusive report in 
1807 by Mr. Marion of South Carolina, every re- 
port upon the subject had been unfaverable to the 
claims. In that year the claimanls applied to Con- 
gress, and the claim was rejected by the Committee 
On Foreign Relations of the House, on the ground 
that they (the claimants) had furnished no evidence 
in support of their claim. It was an eztraonlinary 
fact, that all the appications that hod ever been 
made to Congress, (Mr. McDdffie) could not find 
any proof whatever that a tittle of evidence had ever 
presented to Congress. 

Mr. Marion, although he rejected the claim, sub- 
mitted a yery long report to show that, upon the 
principles of^ justice aod policy, if the evidence had 
been good, these claims ought to have been satisfied. 
This report, made upon the application of a few in- 
dividuals, seemed to have the charm, like the voice of 
Glendower, of calling up spirits fix>m the vasty deep. 
A very short time c^r, tnese claims numbered up 
to a thousand; and now they are again brought be- 
fore us, preceded by a long and labored argument in 
iavor of their legality and justice; and these claims, 
which have been slumbering in dust for forty-five 
yeara, all at once spring up like shades from the 
grave. 

He wished to call the attention of the Senate to a 
tew fads. Who are these claimants? — where are 
they? Are they living men, or shades? He believed 
the halls of the Capitol were haunted by ghosts 
stepping about in the shape of defunct claims held 
by speculatora, who were prosecuting them with a 
zeal corresponding with the interest they had in 
them. 

How many of the thousand were poor widows 
and orphans, to whom these claims originally be- 
longed? How many of these widows and orphans 
were presenting their claims to Congress? Are we 
to pass upon these claims for the benefit of living 



can mJaister in Eiwbmd, on the lubjeol of ths title to, and 
occuMtioB of, tlie Tenjtorr of Oregon, (ince Ihettth Amj of 
Marcji, IMl; also, a copy of any con-Mpondenoe which nay 
hSTspiund between uii< government and tbat of Omt 
Britain, or betwwn either or the two governments and the 
minister of tile otber, in relation to that tnbjeet •inceDiit 
iime— f have to lav that, in my opinion, as the netrotimtion ii 
•till pending, tlie intormsUon longht for cannot he commn- 
nieatad witaout prejudice to the pnblio lenrice. I deem it, 
iMwerer, proper to add, tliat conildeiable progreulliu been 
been made in the dieeuuion, wliich bai l>een carried on in a 
very anieable ipirit between the two goremmentsj and that 
tlieieiji reason to hope tbat it may be terminated, and 
the negotiaUon Iw brought to a cloie, witliin a short 
' period. 
' I have delayed antwering the retolntion, under tlw expec- 
tation czpreaMd in my annual menage, that the negotia- 
tioa would have been teiminated before the close m the 

Jiraient leeeion of Congreu, and tliat the infonnation celled 
or by tlie resohition of the Senate might be communi- 
cated. 

JOHN TYLEK. 
VrumnQtim, Feb .19, 184«. 

Mr. WHITE presented certain documents re- 
specting the claim of Thompson Bametts; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, the previous ordera 
ofthedaywere postponed, and the bill to change 
the time of holding the cireuit and criminal couru 
of the county of Washington in the District of Co- 
lumbia, was taken up for consideration, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, considered, reported to the Sen- 
ate, and being engrossed, was read the third time, 
•na passed. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the previous or- 
dera of the day were postponed, and the bill from 
the House to authorize the sale of two Arabian 
horses, received as a present by the consul of the 
United States at Zanzibar, from the Imaum of Mus- 
cat, was taken up for consideration, aa in committee 
of the whole, considered, reported to the Senate, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. EVANS said that a bill Introduced by the 
senator from Georgia, to remit duties on railroad 
iron, liad been referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and alao several memorials upon the subject, 
^he committee hod instructed him to move the re- 
jection of that bill, and to report two other bills in 
Its ataod. He moved, therefore, that that bill be laid 
upon the table: the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. E. then reported a bill to authorize the im- 
portation of raiUtwd iron free of dutjr, in certain 
ease*; and a bill to remit the duties which have ac- 
crued, or been paid, upon the importation of railroad 
iron in certain cases; which were read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

THE HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. WHITE remarked that yesterday he voted 
with a majority for the resolution providing that 
the daily hour of meeting shall be 10 o'clock, a. m. 
He therefore moved that that vote be reconsidered. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

J^. WHITE desired the reconsideration of the 
vote, with the view of adopting the original reaolu- 
tion, fixing 11 o'clock for the hour of meeting. 

The question was then taken on the proposition to 
rsconsiaer, and decided in the affirmative — yeas 25, 
nays 3], as follows: 

YEAS— Maun. Aicher, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Cheats, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Fran- 



cis, Hnntlngton, Jamaain, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, Mon- 

head, Phelps, Porter, luves, r 

Woodbridge— 3i. 



head, Phelps, Porter, luves, Simmons, Upham,' White, and 

'Toodbridge— 3i. 
NAVB— .Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atheiton, Bag- 
r, Bieese, Buchanan. Colquitt, PiekinsoiL Oix, Fairileld, 
lannesMn, Huger, Lewis, Merrick, Semple, Sevier, Stur- 



Mr. WHITE moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out 10 o'clock and inserting II o'clock aa 
the hour for meeting. 

The question waa taken, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
r«solation, it was put, and carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported in favor of printing SfiOQ copiM extra 
ofthe absuract of the treaty with China. The re- 
port waa concurred in. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Ralatioiis, Mported bock, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they be indefinitely 
postponed, the joiut reoolution relating to the claim 
of AJnerican dtizena upon the goveniment of Mexi- 
co, and the bill to provide for the adjustment and 
aettl«gKi>l of the claims of citizens of the United 
State* with the republic of Mexico. 

Mr. WOODBrIDGE, finom the Committee on 
Public Lands, made an advene report on the peti- 
tion of citizeas of Missouri, praying for the discon- 



men, or of their shades and ghosts? Theae claimants 
do not, in fivU, present themaelves. Ther come not 
in the form of living men, but step about like ghosts 
at midnight He feared there was "aomethiqg rot- 
ten in the State of Denmark." He did not perceive 
who were the persons who ware to be boxtfited by 
this fiva million of dollora, which the booot&ble aoi- 
ator from Maaaachusetts [Mr. Choatk] had aaid 
was not a beginning. 

Mr. CHOATE here interrupted tbe honorable 
senator to read from an estimate the original aiun. 
It was twelve milliona of dollars. In tfie bill tbe 
cogunittee had only named five millions aa a con- 
sideration for all the claims. 

Mr. McDUFFIE, in continuation, aaid he was 
glad to hear it — that would be the lajit of it, at any 
rate. But he should like to know and to see wtw 
are to be benefited by this five million of dollara. 
However he mi^t think the govemment responsi- 
ble for these claims, he would not pass this bbl un- 
der the circumstances; he would at leaot have the 
namea of the applicants. 

Having advrated to the'fhcts raising a prasomp- 
tion against theae claims, he begged leave to call the 
attention of the Senate to several facts connected 
with their history. He had stated before that tbe 
treaty of guaranty between the United Slates and 
France, in 1778, was, to all intents and purposes, an 
absolute nullity in 1800, in consequence of France 
having, by her hoatilitiee, absolved this gorem- 
ment from its obligations; and our own act of Con- 
gress of 1798, renouncing the old treaty, when the 
govemment of the United States was said to have 
surrendered these claims on the condition that 
Frencc should surrender her claims also. Now, if 
he should not demonstrate that upon two distinct 
grounds, the treaty of 1778 — the guaranty treaty — 
was null and void as regards the obligations of the 
United States, he would guaranty to pay out of hia 
own fortune a portion of this five or ten millions to 
these claimants. What was the state of the rela- 
tions between the two countries in the year 1798? 
He believed it was a principle adopted in tbe 
laws of nations, that if one of t&e parties in a com- 
pact between two nations violates that compstct, the 
other party is absolved from its obligations. On 
the same day with the treaty of guaranty in 1778, 
the convention of commeroe was made; and it atipo- 
laled that thei United States should have unlimited 
right of trade with England — with English produc- 
lioiu and English provinces; and the mercbants of 
England might send their merchandise to the United 
Suites, what was the subsequent conduct of 
France? By a decree of the French governmmt, it 
was declared that not only E^lish merchandise on 
board American vessels, tmt the property of Ameri- 
can citizens on board the said vesseb, and the ves- 
sels themselves, should be forfeited. Under author- 
ity of this decree these spoliations were made by 
R-ench armed vessels. 

It was a principle, rec(^ised as a principle of law 
among nations, tnat a war between two naiiona ex- 
tinguishes all previous treaty obligationa; and wh«i 
that war doses, they stand in regard to the stipula- 
tions of that treaty precisely as if the treaty had 
never been made. On one question he waa aware 
that there was a diveraity of opinion. It had been 
aaid that the United Slates were not at war with 
France, becatue no formal declaration of var had 
been made by Congress, the wuvmaking power of 
the govemment. In 1798, Congress passed a law 
authorizin<; the President to fit out ships of war to 
seize the French armed vessels. These vessels of 
the French, to the number of eighty, were aeized, 
confiscated, and condemned by ue tribunal of the 
United States. It waa perlecUy dear, then, thai 
whatever technical disguise nii^ be thrown ovrr 
these transactions, it waa war. War was made by 
the United States, and it was made against France. 

Whatever the French commissioner and Ameri- 
can commissioner might have assumed at the com- 
mencement of the negotiation which terminated in 
1800, they both assumed that they were upon a war 
basis. [Here Mr. McD. read extracts from the re- 
ports of both 'the oommissionea in support of his 
arguments.] 

After touching upon a variety af tuatoiical poii^ 
he conduded by observing that then never was any 
authority for these claims from the beginning. It 
was introducing a principle by which every Uow 
struck at our commerce by an enemy, would be a 
blow struck at our treasury. He waa onwiUing, 
also, to delegate to a body of tommissioneni the 
power to abjudicate these daima. He wquld not 
give them the power to decide upon a daiw to the 
Digitized by V^jOOV It!! 
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imount of iSOO, much lera one of |5,000,000, upon 
the principle Uiid down in the bill. If he believed 
that thia goTernment w>s responsible for the pay- 
ment of these cicunu — if he was perfectly satisfied 
that the honor and sacred obligations of the govern- 
ment were involved in the payment of them, he 
would still never consent that any commission of 
ihiee men, subjsct to ten thousand temptattoBS, 
ibould have the power to decide upon them. 

Mr. CHOATE begged leave to say a few words 
in reply. He would oegin by correcting at once 
'he misappiehension under which he was sure the 
bonorable senator from South Carolina [Mr. Mo- 
Durru] labored, in regard to these claims being 
brought forward by speculators; and for that pur- 
pose ne read the clause in the bill which provides 
that in all cases of transfer the claimant shall only 
be entitled to receive the amount paid for the 
Jaim. . 

In reply to another objection u^ed by the honora- 
>le senator, who said that the long lapse of time 
luring which these claimants remained in a state of 
laieacence, was a strong preMimption that the 
Jaims were good for nothing, he entered into an 
ligament to show that during all that lapse of time 
here bad been an uninterrupted, though unavailing, 
wosecution of those claims. He was sure tl|at the 
lonorable senator's sense of justice, if he had 
Doked a little more into the details of these cases, 
rould have led him to a very different conclusion. 

These claimants were (mm twenty-four Stales of 
he Union — some from South Carolma. He held a 
at of them in his hand. There were 1,011 indi- 
idual8inall,of whom more than 900 claimed in 
heir own person. Of the original claimants, there 
rere 460 still living. 

The debate was farther continaed by Mr. Mc- 
)UFF1E in opposition to, and Mr. ARCHER in 
Ivor of, the prayer of the claimants.' 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, who desired to 
(press his views in opposition to these claims, the 
irther consideration of the bill was postponed un- 
1 to-morrow. 

THE TEXAS RESOLUTION. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Allen, yester- 
irday, providing that the special onjer— the resolu- 
on admitting the State of Texas — shall be proceed- 
1 with, uDtu otherwise ordered, at 13 o'clock, in- 
ead of 1 o'clock, was taken up for consideration. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that, with no 
isposition to prevent a prosecution of the subject 
ivolved in the special order, be submitted whether 
o'clock was not a better hour to resume the con- 
detalion of it, and more compatible with what was 
lie to the business t>efore Congress, than 13 
'clock. It was impossible that the subject of an- 
exing Texas could be permitted to preclude action, 
I far [as this proposed change would do so, on 
ther necessary ousmess. He expressed the hope 
lat they would be permitted to occupy two hours 
I the morning before the general subject was ta- 
enup. 

Mr. ALLEN remarked that a few days only 
ere left of the session, which showed the necessity 
recoDomizine time. If the special order was call- 
1 at 13 insteaa of 1 o'clock, tney could have two 
leeches a day upon it; whereas, if 1 o'clock was 
misled upon by the opponents of annexation, there 
at danger that they would have but one speech a 
>y. He could see no good reason why one hour 
as not now sufficient to dispose of the morning 
isiness, as it was previous to the passage of the 
solution for an earlier hour of meeting. If the 
ibject of annexation was not disposed of soon, 
lose other great questions — Oregon, and the admis- 
onof the States of Iowa and Florida — must have 
le go-by. With a desire that these subjects should 
ceive the action of Congress this session, he was 
mpelled, from a sense of dutr, to press the reso- 
ition. If gentlemen on the otner side had no dis- 
isition to give those important subjects the go-by, 
ley certainly would co-operate in the adoption of 
le resolution for a change of the hour for the con- 
deration of the special order. 

Messrs. BERRIEN and CRITTENDEN insist- 
I that two hours in the morning were neceanry 
< dispose of other business of not less impor- 
Jice — because of jts necessity — than the resolu- 
on for annexing Texas. 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and navson the 
loption of his resolution; which being ordered, the 
lestion was taken, and decided in the negative^— 
mt 33, nays S3, as follows: 
TEAS— Msssn. Allsn, AtUs^, AlohiMa, Atbettoa, Btf ■ 



by, Benton, Buchanan, Colquiti, Dickinmn, Dlx, FairlMd, 
Henderton, Huger, Le«i>, MeDuflle, Menkk, Nile*, 8«m- 
ple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury 
—38. 

NATS— Menn. Archer, Bairow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, EniM. Franeli, 
Hnntiniton. Jamagin, Joluuon, Mangnm, Miller. Morn* 
liead. Phrlpa, Porter, Simmons, Upliam, White, and Wood- 
bridge— 33. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

The Senate thetf proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, the joint resolution from the 
House for admitting Texas as a Stale into the 
Union, — the question being on the indefinite post- 
ponement of that sub ject . 

Mr. COLaUITTbeing entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate for about an hour and three 
quarters in support of the joint resolution of the 
House now under consideration. It had not been 
his intention, at this late period of the session, to 
speak on the subject; for, although he had given it 
his most anxious consideration when first intro- 
duced, in expectation of a much earlier action of Con- 
gress, he hadj since he found it so long protracted, 
given up the idea of doing more than recording his 
vote; and he was not, therefore, prepared to offer 
liiore than a few desultory remarks on the general 
question, which he now did at the instance of some 
of the friends of annexation not themselves ready 
to proceed with the discussion Mrithout further ref- 
erences which they desired to make. 

He found in the report of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and in the debate upon the question 
as far as it had gone, that the main question at issue 
was the power of Congress involved in the mode of 
annexation proposed by tlie joint resolutions of the 
House. He should therefore first address himself 
to that point. He would, however, pi|0nise that, if 
he should be satisfied by proof or argument that 
there was no such legislative power granted by the 
constitution, he would say to nis friends stop, pro- 
ceed no further in this way. But if it turned out, 
as he had full confidence it would, that there is no 
constitutional impediment, then he would say that 
propriety, as well as the interests of the whole coun- 
try, demanded immediate action in the way pro- 
posed. 

He hod been a little surprised to find some grave 
senator^i, generally very liberal in their construction 
of constilutiooal powers, always ready to raise con- 
stitutional objections against anjrthing that did not 
square with their own measures, or opinionn, or po- 
litical feelings. 

The Conimittee on Foreign Relations, it seemed 
to him, based alirost its entire argument on the lim- 
itation of the power of annexing Texas in any 
shape or form to the treaty-making power. And 
even some of the gentlemen on the other side take it 
for granted that, if the power exists in the treaty- 
making power, it must be under limitation as sub- 
ordinate to some other power in the constitution; 
while others contend it does not belong to any grant- 
ed power, but is held in reserve by the people in 
their ominic primary assemblies. 

But the deduction from the report of the commit- 
tee is, that the treaty-making power alone can act 
on Oils question, having the entire and only power 
of making contracts or compacts with foreign gov- 
ernments. It holds that legislative action is uncon- 
stitutional. 

Respectable as the source was whence this doc- 
trine came, he begged leave to dissent from these de- 
ductions in all their particulars and inferences. 

Mr. C. then proceeded with each of these propo- 
sitions, asserting in broad contrast that, allhoivh 
for convenience the treaty-making power was, under 
certain circumstances, properly resorted to in the 
acquisition of territory, yet it could not constitu- 
tionally be extended to the admission of a foreign 
State: that it was only by Congress, under the gen- 
eral power of admitting new States granted in the 
constitution, that a foreign State, such as Texas i^ 
could be admitted; and Uiat, even if there was moK 
propriety or necessity for legislative action in rela- 
tion to the acquisition of territory than for the use- 
of the treaty-making power, it could be done under* 
the powers which Congress possessed of making' 
L^ontncts or compacts. \ 

L As to the power Of Congress to admit Texas as a^ 
Vnew State, he was so astonished that there could bc^ 
any doubt on the subject, that he had often to quesA 
tion himself whether those who denied the power^ 

Iwere really serious, or whether they only did so 
merely to give color tu their opposition. In proof 
of this, he referred to the speech ' made last session, 
in secret session, by the senator iW>m Yir^ia, [Mr. 



Archer,] on the treaty of annexation, then under 
discussion, in which speech the acquisition of Tex- ' 
as, as a territory , was strenuously opposed,, on the 
ground that it was an independent power, govern- 
ment, or Slate, complete in itself — a nation and not 
a territory; whilst now, the same senator, in his re- 
port, declares there is no constitutional power to ad- 
mit Texas by legislation as a new State, but refers 
the matter to the treaty-making power, as the only 
constitutional mode of admitting Texas as a terri- 
tory! 

These conflicting positions Mr. C. illustrated so 
as to five his argument great point; but he spoke so 
rapidly that the reportera could not catch sufficient 
of his phraseology to do him justice. 

As to the admission of new Slates into the Union, 
it was clear that Congress alone possessed the pow- 
er. Now, Texas is not a territory, but a State — a 
State exactly in the position of Rhode Island or 
North Carolina when admitted into the Union — a 
State, complete in itself, independent, with its own 
government, sovereignty, and domain. Its simili- 
tude went still Airther; its population is a portion 
of our own people, speaking our language, imbued 
with our republican principiea, raised under our in-> 
stitutions, educated in our school of liberty, part of 
ourselves, and ready to enter our Union m eveiy 
respect as Rhode Island and North Carolina did; 
for he held, and would maintain sgainst all disposed 
to gainsay it, that, for the year Rhode Island re- 
fused to come into the Union, she was as much a 
foreign State — separated, distinct, independent, 
com^etely her own mistress, free to dispose of her- 
self as she pleased — just as much as Texas now is. 
And S8 it was with North Carolina. How could it 
be said tliey were new State) made or arismg out of 
territory of the United States? They never belonged 
tn the United States. They were not territories. 
They did not give a foot of their domain a^ territory 
to the Union. They came in of their own free wilt, 
atid independent,sovereign States. Texas was in the 
same position: the only difference being as to the 
time and proximity. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. C. dwelt with 

rt force of argument upon the powers possessed 
Congress to make contracts, and showed, 
under the negative consequence of the power ex- 
pressed in the constitution, that no State shall oo- 
quira new territory without the assent of Con- 
gress. The direct power of Congress to give a 
State authority to acquire foreign territory was clear- 
ly established; and hence the power of Congress, 
if so disposed, to permit Louisiana to add Texas to 
its territory, could not be disputed. Nor couM it be 
denied that from 1803 to 1819, while we held Texas 
as part of the "Territory of Louisiana, we could, had 
her population entitled her to the rank of a Stale, 
have admitted her into the Union. If so, how had 
she forfeited her right to come in, if we were now 
willing she should po so, by her becoming independ- 
ent of Spain to which, as a territory, she reverted? 
Like the other revolted Slates of Mexico, she was 
separated from Spain, and with them formed a coo- 
federation of independent Slates. Subsequently, 
the constitution which they adopted was overthrown 
by the military despotism of Santa Anna, and as a 
necessary consequence Texas was absolved from the 
compact of confederation. She fought for and main- 
tained her sovereign independence; and being now 
anxious to join our Union, what possible constitu- 
tional impediment can exist that would not have 
been as strong before 1819, when it is plain she 
could, without the shadow of a doubt, have been ad- 
mitted as a new State? 

The foregoing is but a very brief synopsis of some 
striking points of aizument presented in a new and 
forcible manner by Mr. C; whose eloquent remarks, 
it is hoped, will be prepared for publication by him- 
self in a few days. 

Mr. SIMMONS next obtained the floor and spoke 
for about an hour, but without concluding his argu- 
ment. 

Mr. S. was occasionally interrupted by proposi- 
tions from his friends to give way for adjoumnMnt 
or for going into executive session; bat the friends 
of the measure under discussion being anxious that 
the discussion should go on, Mr. S. proceeded. 

His introductory remarks were alt<M;«ther in 
relation to the early history of Rhode Isund, and 
her subsequent position when invited tn jom the 
Union, on the fonmaion of the coastilotion. He. 
argued that Rhode Island was the earliest repub- 
lican government in the world based on a written 
democratic constitutioh, and the first of the United 
Stales that made a declaiation of ind^Msdence. H« 
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diuM the act paased by her legislature in May, 
1T7^ to b* Rto, being^ an act repealing the act of 
alleeiance to the British crown. 

When Mr. S. bad been speaking an hoar, he ob- 
serred that, as most of the senators had gone away, 
(tliew were not more than a dozen present,) he 
hoped the subject would be passed over informally 
till to-morrow morning, when he would briefly sum 
up what he had to say. 

No objection being made, the question was in- 
fonnally passed over. 

SeTeral messages were received from the > Presi- 
dent of the United States, and appropriately referred. 
Among them was one c6nT«ying a despatch from 
Mr. if. A. Wise, minister at Brazil, touching the 
ahTe trade carried on by fraudulent contrivances be- 
tween American citizens and British cafMtalists and 
agents. 

On motion b^ Mr. ARCHER, this subject (be- 
ing one of the violation of national law) was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

VETO MESSAGE. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States, returning the Senate bill in relation to 
revenue steam cutters, with his objections. 

.The message was read. The principal point of 
objoction to the bill was, that it restrained all prog- 
ress with vessels not actually commenced, whilst 
grovernment had contracted for the building of one 
revenue steam cutter at Richmond, Virginia, and 
another at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the materials 
for which the contractors had purchased; and be- 
cause the wor)c had not technically commenced, 
the restriction of the bill might lead to litigation or 
violation of conlracL 

Mr. WOODBRiDGE, not seeing the chairman of 
the Csmmittee on Commerce, who reported the 
bill, in his place, moved to lay the bill on the table 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER doubted if that could be done 
with a bid returned with a veto message. 

Mr. WOODBURY said the proper course vas 
first to enter the message on the journal. 

Mr. ARCHER concurred. 

Mr. MOREHEAD hoped that when entered on 
the journal, the bill would be made the order of 
of the day for to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 

The CHAIR read the rule in relation to veto mes- 
sages, by which, it appeared that, when entered on 
the joufnal, the first question was on reoonaidering 

The message having been ordered to be placed on 
the journal, 

Mr. ARCHER moved to take up the bill for re- 
consideration, and postponed that question till to- 
mottow. 

After some discusision as to points of order, and 
the hour to-morrow at which the bill should be con- 
sidered, so as not to interfere with the unfinished 
business, 

Mr. BREESE informed the Senate that the bill 
was only sent back in form that it might be so 
shaped aa to avoid the difficulty pointed out in the 
meaiuge. 

It was then agreed to reconsider it at halApast 11 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Mr. ALLEN submitt^ a resolution which, un- 
der the rule, lies over till to-morrow. It was that 
the special order of the day shall be hereafter called 
up by the Chair every day at 12 o'clock till other- 
wise ordered. 

On motion xtf Mr. BAOBY, the Senate bill to 
amend an act entitled an "An act to carrjr into effect, 
in the States of Alabama and Mississippi, the exist- 
ing compacts with those Slates, with regard to the 
five per cent, fund and the school reservations," was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, the question 
being on an amendment renortfd from the Commit- 
teee on Public Lands to suttstilute a new bill. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained that the large 
' reservation acquired from the Chickttsaw Indians 
was, acoiding to treaty, sold by the United States 
for their benefit, at graduated rates, namely: during 
the first year in the market, at f 1 25 per acre; 
during the second and third years, at f 1 per acre; 
and thereafter at 25 cents per acre, till all was sold; 
end no reservation* of sixteenth sections withheld. 
The bill was to compensate the State by a suitable 
allowance for the school fund. 

Pending this question, the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thuhsdav, February 90, 1845. 
The journal having been read, 



' The SPEAKER announced the first business in 
order to be the resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
HARrca, empowerine the Committee on the Ex- 
penditures of the Post Office Department to send for 
persons and papers. 

Mr. HOPKINS hoped the gentletnan who offer- 
ed the resolution would explain its object. 

Mr. HARPER observed, that early in the session 
the Committee on the Expenditures of the Post Of- 
fice Department received information that there had 
been a misapplication of the funds of that depart- 
ment. They did not think proper at the time to 
pay any attention to the cnaige, but since then, 
naving received additional information on the sub- 
ject, the committee had thought proper to act on it, 
and therefore directed him to submit the resolution 
under consideration. 

After a few words (h>m Mr. HOPKINS, the reso- 
lution was agreed to. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY moved a reconsideration 
of the vote of yesterday adopting the resolution to 
tttke the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill out 
of committee at two o'clock to-day. Mr. K. said it 
was very clear that a bill of this magnitude could 
not be got through with in the time prescribed. He 
therefore hoped all sides of the House would agree 
to reconsider the vote, so that a longer time for dis- 
cussion might be allowed. 

Mr. McKAY then asked the gentleman if he 
was in the House at the time the resolution w^ 
adopted. 

Mr. J. p. KENNEDY asked the gentleman if 
there was a division on the resolution? 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution was 
adopted under the operation of the previous ques- 
tion. There was a tote taken on it; and, if the gen- 
tleman was not present, he could not move the re- 
consideration* 

Mr. KENNEDY then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. WELLER renewed it. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to lay the motion for re- 
consideration on the table; which was carried. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS asked leave to make a report 
from the select committee on jnaps, charts, tuid en- 
gravings: objected to, and nofreceived. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union — Mr. Saukders, of North Carolina, in 
the chair — and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making approprialisna for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the government for the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th June, 1846. 

The CHAIR stated that the question pending was 
on the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Hale,] to deduct from the 
appropriation for the salaries of the Treasurer and 
Register of the Treasury $788, which sum, he al- 
leged, had been illegally received by these officers 
for signing treasury notes, for which no extra com- 
pensation should have been riven. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had been prevented from 
attending the House on yesterday by a severe in- 
fluenza, from the effects of which he had so little 
recovered that he would not have been here to-dav, 
if, in addition to public duties, he hadiiot been call- 
ed here by those of private friendship. 

He was informed that, near the close of yester- 
day's proceedings, the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Hale] had renewed an attack which he 
made at the last session upon the Register of the 
Treasury and the Treasurer of the United States. 
This most groundless and unjustifiable attack was 
refuted and exposed in the most conclusive manner 
at the time it was at first made; and, such being the 
case, he could not but express his surprise that the 
gentleman should renew it now in the offensive 
manner he had. The gentleman was pleased to say 
that each of these officers had "filched from the 
treasury, without law and against law, $788 73." 

, Mr. HALE explained. The expression he had 
usgj was, that these officers had abstracted these 
sums from the treasury without authority of law. 
He had not said that they had filched it. 

Mr. BAYLY. Such may have been the remark 
rfpide by the gentleman on yesterday; but at the 
last session the gentleman was reported by the 
papers to have used the expression he had quoted. 
B^ that, however, as it may, the difference is between 
"l;weedledum and Iweedledee." These gentlemen ' 
were officers of the treasury; and the expression 
that they abstrartfd fiom it money, without authoi^ 
ity of law, was just as injurious as that they had 
filched it; and either, as he undertook to say, and 



woidd prove, was most gratuitous and unjiuL If 
he (Mr. B.) had been in the House on yestei^v, 
he should have repelled the attack on the spot. It 
was true, at that time he knew nothing of the a> 
cumatonces of the ease; but be knew one of that 
officers well, and upon this knowledge alone it 
should not have hesitated to pledge hunself, aai 
repreaentative end a man, that, whenever the subjM 
became to be investigated, hia eanduct wsuM he 
found to be entirely above leproaich. He M 
known, firom his curliest manhood, tte TreaioKr 
(Mr. Selden) well; and a more highmioded ud 
honorable gentleman did not breathe. He had \mi 
without reproach, and tl^is waa the first attack, m 
ftu- as he knew, which had ever been made uponlui 
character. He did not know Mf. Smith, the Regis- 
ler, so well, but he did not doubt that what was Inie 
of Mr. Selden was equally so of him. He «n 
prepared now, however, to go much fiutherthn 
this. He had examined the sut^ect, and a mote un- 
founded attack had never been made upon honon- 
bl« men, as a short reeital of facts, -derived fnm tbc 
reoorda of the treasury, would show. 

By the act of Congress approved the 13th of 0^ 
tober, 1837, to authorize the issue of treaaory Dods, 
it was provided in the third eection, "that the fait 
treasury notes shall be prepared under the directkn 
of the Secretary of the Treesurr, and ihM k rgnel, 
on behalf the United States, by the Treafsorer thereof, 
and countersigned by the Raster of the Treamry." 
In n» part of the law are any other persons autbor- 
ized to sign these notes. In the ninth section, H 
sum not exceeding twenty thousand doHars wssn- 
propriated out of any money unappropriated in tie 
treasury, to defray "the expense of preparing, print- 
ing, engraving, ji^iiiiig, and otherwise incident (otk 
issuing of the treasury rioles authorized by that act" 
Under these plain provisions, the Treasurer ud 
Register made a claim for equitaUe compensstioi 
for signing these notes. But Mr. Woodbury, vbt 
was then -Secretary of Treasury, with tfaatcautioi 
and circumspection which so eminently ch8racl» 
ized him as a public officer, declined to mstr 
the allowance to officers under him in theTreaniy 
Department, until he had inquired of Mr. Cambteira;, 
who was 'lie chairman of the Committee of Wan 
and Means, and as s\Kh had drawn the bill, wheu- 
er, in his opinion. Congress contemplated such e 
allovrance as was claimed. Mr. C. (whose letter ) 
have now before me) in reply, stated that the ]»- 
vision hn question was designed to provide for a jo* 
allowance to these officers for perfomung ihe istf 
required of them. The construction, ao obviourfj 
justified by the plain sense snd obvious import « 
the words used, beingjustified by the opinioa of iht 
author of the statute, "Mr. Woodbury made the it 
luwance. His only difficulty was as to the amooiit 
to be paid. Under former acts of Congress aotha- 
izing the issue of treasury notes, persons not in of- 
fice had been required to sign the notes; and bs 
doing so, the allowance fixtd ?5 late was |1 95 S<r 
every 100 notes signed; and this legislative criterion, 
with great ptopriety, was adopted liy the Se<Tei»rj; 
and, in accordance with it, Ihe idlowances were ma*. 
So the matter stood unUl the passaee of (he br, 
approved the 18th of May, 1842, in which it is pro- 
vioed "that no port nf the sum appropriated hj tiut 
act, be applied, and no compensation shall be raade. 
to any officer whose salary is established by la», 
for preparing, signing, or issuing said treasury 
notes, ft seems that the Register and Tttaum 
had signed 63,099 trea.sury notes hefon the psssap 
of thislast act, which, at the rate of f 1 25 per 111, 
amounted to the sums the allowance ofwhiciiii 
complained of. 

They presented these accounts to the First Amli- 
tor for the allowance, By him they were rrieaed- 
They were carried up to the Comptroller, who re- 
versed the decision of the First Auditor. It ms* 
here be borne in mind that the Treasurer and Re^ 
ter never have made any claim for signing treasury 
notes since the act of the 18th of May, 1842. Tke 
account was presented ajler its passage; but it ms 
for signing done btfore the passage of that act. 

The subject was subsequently brought before lb 
Secretary of the Treasury, (the Hon. J. C. Snes- 
cer,) who, whatever opimon may be entcrlainefl rf 
him in other respects, is certainly a man of grot 
ability and legal attainments, and was a most ri^ 
public officer. As it had given rise to some ronw- 
ricty of opinion between two of the accounting di- 
cers of the Treasury, he requested the opinion of th 
Attorney General, Mr. Nelson, who delibenlelT 
examined the subject, and, in a written opinion, it- 
cided tliat the claim was "a t>aiidaiid/aM- one." 
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It aeems to be the opinion of the gentleman from 
Kew Ham^hire [Mr. Hale] that the law of 1843 
« lelrospeetive in its operation; and lueb seemed to 
>e the opinion of the rint Aadilor. But it ia obvi- 
ixaiy not lo. The gentleman is too good a lawyer 
lot 10 know that no law retroacia, uolew it ex- 
nenly on ita fisce proposes to do so. All laws are 
tnapeetiTe, unless the law itself shows that the 
■lain iiHent was that it should be retrospective; and 
iven where it proposes to be so, if it impairs the 
igbts of individuals, acquired under former laws, it 
t unconstitutional, as the Supreme Court of Uie 
jnited States, and almost every other court in the 
ouotry, has decided. In this case, the law, by its 
ermi, does not propose to retroact. On the contra- 
jr, the terms used are prospective. They are 
'preparii^, signing, or iastiing treasury notes," and 
lot "havuig prepiued, signed, or issued." 

Id what he had said, of course be did not mean to 
eflect upon the late First Auditor. A more honest 
un never lived; and this very case is proof, if any 
rere wanting, of his inflexible integrity. He stem- 
f refused to allow a claim, even of his daily associ- 
tes in the department to which he belonged, when 
le doubled its incorrectness. 

But, for the purpose of this discussion, it was 
rhoUy immaterial vrho was right, the First Auditor 
r the other officers of the government. Those 
rbo were authorized to allow the claim, did it afler 
ill investigation; and surely no just reproach can 
e cast upon the Treasurer and Register. They 
nly received what the competent authorities had 
eaded they were entitled to; and the inquiry 
till leu arises whether the law of 1837, allowing 
liese officers extra compensation, was wise or not. 
jr. B. was of opinion that it was not; <md if he 
•d been in Congress when the provisions in ques- 
ion were under consideration, he would have voted 
gainst them. Then the mquiry properly arose, as 
I did thereafter when a modification of the law was 
roposed. But whether the law was proper or not, 
1 was still the law until repealed; and no blame can 
e attached to those who received what they were 
glided to, in the mean time, under its pro- 
isions. If the law was improper, the complaint 
iMuld be against those who enacted it If the 
>attruction of the law was erroneous, the blame 
lost rest upon those who made it, and not upon 
nse who did no more than to claim what, it was 
Mided, they were entitled to undec it. This was 
I* whole matter, about which the gentleman from 
lew Hampshire [Mr. Hale] had made such a un- 
dled for clamor. With the gentleman's motives 
•r all this, be bad nothing to do. He was satisfied 
'ith exposing, now, how utterly groundless it was. 
ad it did seem to him, afler a similar exposure 
lade at the time the charge was first conjured up, 
le gentleman should have been content to abandon 

There was another question before the officers of 
le treasury as to what appropriation the claims 
lould be paid out of, and it was this which created 
le chief embarrassment. But it does not effect, at 
I, the question before this House. And Mr. B. 
ould not, therefore, trouble the committee with it. 
Mr. HALE replied, and gave a detailed history , 
'the facts of the case. He also caused to be read 
letter written by the late Mr. Tully R. Wise, and 
iblished in the Globe, in which that officer set 
nh that, three several times, he bad rejected these 
urns. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE defended the officers who 
id been assetiled by the gentleman from New 
ampshire. He asked how that gentleman could 
cuse those officers of having abstracted the public 
oney, when their claim was allowed by the proper 
Seer. But, even if the claim had been erroneous- 
allowed, the blame should fall on the officer who 
lowed it, and not on those officers. He objected, 
)0, to the system of reprisal which the gentleman 
Dm Mew Hampshire proposed to adopt. 
The amendment was then rejected. 
Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendment to 
>propriate |5,500 for the support of pauper luna- 
s of the Distria of Columbia; but after a few 
ords he withdrew it. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that the commit- 
> rise, for the purpose of enabling him to offer a 
■olution to allow live minutes to each mover of an 
nendmcnt to this bill, for an expiration of its pur- 
irt. 

The vote was taken; and as no quorum voted, 
e committee necessarily' rose and reported that fact 
the Hous«. ' 



Mr. C. J. INGERSOLX. then offered his resolu- 
tion. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the vote 
stood ayes 76, noes 36 — no quorum voting. 

Mr. SAMPLE asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being ta- 
ken resulted — yeas I0'4, nays 44. 

So the rule was suspended. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then offered the said resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. HOUOTON offered a substitute for the reso- 
lution, proposing that ea<^ member limit his speech 
fh>m this time to five minutes, and that the debate 
be terminated at 3 o'clock to-day. 

Mr. INGERSOLL had no objection lo its begin- 
ning now, but did not wish to limit the lime for de- 
bale on the amendments. 

Mr. WINTHROP raised the point of order 
against the resolution of the gentleman from Penn- 
svlvonio, [Mr. Ihoersoll,] that it operated a 
change of the rule, which allowed one hour to each 
member in speaking. Henceit could not be offered 
without a day's notice. The point of order was not 
pressed. 

The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of or- 
der. 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the previous question 
on the resolution. 

Some irtes;ular conversation followed, in which 
Messrs. DROMGOOLE, C. J. INGERSOLL, and 
other gentlemen participated. 

Mr. OWEN suggested- a modification of the 
resolution, which was accepted by Mr. Incersoll, 
and which provided further to limit the debate on 
the amendments to 3 o'clock to-morrow, (Friday.) 

Mr. BURKE moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; and the yeas and nays being ordered, the 
question was taken, and deaded in the negative- 
yeas 53, nays 1U4. 

The previous question was seconded by the 
House, and under its operation the resolution . was 
adapted. 

On motion by Mr. McKAY, the House again re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. SAi;NDEBs,of North Caro- 
lina, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. W. HUNT offered an amendment providing 
for the reduction of the compensation of the collect- 
ors and other officers of the customs in proportion 
to the amount of duties colleeied b^ them. 

Mr. H. addressed the committee fbra few mo- 
ments in favor of (his amendment. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK having made a few obsera- 
tions, 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY replied to the remarks of 
the gentleman from New York. 

]VIr. EILMER having had much experience iit 
custom-house business, said many reforms were 
required in that department, some of which he spe- 
cified. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK, in some remarks which be 
made, reiterated his statements of a previous day, 
in relation to a letter which he had received respect- 
ing the supply of railroad iron from manufacturers 
of Maryleind and Pennsylvania. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY made some explanatory 
statements. 

Mr. BLACK sent to the clerk's table, where it 
was read, the letter of Col. Gadsden, president of 
the South Curolina railroad company, which he 
said contained facts which refuted the position taken 
by Mr. Kemnedt. It went to show, as the result 
of extensive practical inquiry for purposes of busi- 
ness, first that sufficient railroad iron of domestic 
manufacture could not be obtained for the South; 
and funher, that even at the prices at which the 
manufacturer of Pennsylvania and Maryland pro- 
posed to furnish the small quantity they could fur- 
nish at some time hereafter, (as they admitted they 
were not now able to furnish it,) it would cost the 
companies some 30 or 40 p«r cent, more than it 
could be imported for. • 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
EDWARD J. BLACK, ANDREW STEWART, 
and BUFFINGTON. participated. 

Mr. BUFFINGTON stated that there was an 
extensivecstnbliahmentof iron works in his imme- 
diate vicinity, from the responsible proprietor of 
which he bad received a letter, which he had now in 
hia po3i>c3siun, (and which he had caused to be pub- 
lished in the National Intelligencer,) slating that he 
could furnish any quantity, and would esteem it a 
fsvor to receive lar^ orders for railroad iron, at 
|50 per ton. 



Mr. BLACK inquired of the gentleman if Ite 
Would agree on his own responsibility to fhrniah. 
in a reoaonable time, railroad iron at the price stalea 
in this letter. 

Mr. BUFFINGTON replied that be bad no per- 
sonal or practical knowledge on the subject, but he 
would hand over the letter of th« proprietor of this 
establishment to the gentleman from GreoiKio, M his 
personal pledge to the gentleman to furnish railroad 
iron on the terms stated. 

Mr. FOSTER, in the course of the conversation, 
stated that he did not believe the roanufiicturers of 
railroad iron in Pennsylvania, Maryland, or else^ 
where in this country, could now, this day, this 
week, or next week, furnish the southern railroad 
companies with iron as cheap as they could buy tlie 
foreign article, duty free. This he was free to say. 
But they would furnish railroad iron now cheaper 
than Pennsylvania and other States had importod it 
for. 

Mr. BLACK. This is extremely libaral. He 
called on the House and the country to not« the 
acknowledgment now first mode here, that lailroad 
iron could net be be furnished by our domestic «•• 
tablishmenta as cheaply as the foreign article could 
be procured. 

Mr. A. STEWART agreed to furnish it at the 
works as cheap as the foreign article oould be im- 
ported duty free. The price at Liverpool was f4^ 
the cost or transportation, insurance, and commis- 
sions was |15 — making ah expense of |60 for the 
foreign article. They proposed to furnish it'at the 
Great Western works, at |50, and are now fulfilling 
a contract at lliat price for a company in Indiana. 

Mr. BL.\CK considered thai statement like the 
handle of a jug — all on one side — a mere ex ftfU 
statement. 

One gentleman told him that Ihe Slal« of Pennsyl- 
Tonia could not produce railroad iron as cheap aa 
the foreign manufacturer; but another gentleman 
now told liim that he would furnish such iron of the 
same quality and price as it could be had abroad, 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART said that they 
would furnish it at the works at less than |60 a ton; 
and tliat, deducting the duty, was cheaper than it 
could be furnished at Liverpool. 

Mr. BLACK said that was another question; 
Would thegeutlemen say that he could furnish rail- 
road iron to be laid down at Charleston as cheap aa 
it could be done by the foreign manufacturer? To 
that qnestion the gentleman w^ silent. Mr. Black's 
time being out, he here offered an amendment to the 
amendment to increase the reduction proposed 1100 
in the first item, and observed that he would fill up 
the five minutes allowed him by speaking on that 
amendment. 

The CHAIR said that the hour of two o'clock 
having arrived, the gentleman must, in compliance 
with die resolution of this morning, which allowed 
him five minutes, speak to the question before the 
committee. 

Mr. BLACK desired to say but a few words 
more. He wished simply to call the attention of 
the country again and again to the facts thai hod 
been elicited by this deluite. 

The CHAIR called the gentleman to order for '»• 
relevancy. 

A discussion on the point of order ensued, in 
which Messrs. WELLER, HOUSTON, taA 
DROMGOOLE, participated. 

Mr. BLACK said he only wanted to call the at- 
tention of the country to the fact that one gentle- 
man acknowledged that he could not produce iron 
as cheap as it could be got from foreign countries. 
Another gentleman got up, and said that he could 
produce it at a certam price, which he said was as 
cheap at his iron works; but when be ssked him if 
he could furnish it to the railroad companies on as 
good terms as it could be got from abroad, he was 
sclent, and could not answer. This was a conclu- 
sive answer to all the ar^ments used by the friends 
of a protective tariff. The House would perceive 
that when the duty on railroad iron Was token off, 
the State of Pennsylvania availed herself of it to the 
amount of two millions of dollars. 

Mr. HUDSON called the gentleman co order. 

Mr. B. then concluded his remarks, by sgain 
reading and commenting on the letter of Col. Ciads- 
den in relation to the pricex of railroad iron. 

Mr. RAYNER here raised the question of order, 
whether the resolution of this morning, allowing 
members to speak five minutes to the amendments 
they offered, did not conflict with the standing rule of 
the House allowing members to speak one hour. 

After 8om« remarks from Mr. DI^QMOOOLE, 
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The CHAIR oremiled the point of older. 

Mr. RAYNER appealed, aod on taking the ques- 
tion, the Hooae suatained the decision of the Chair 
without a dirision. 

The question was then put on the amendment, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. RATHBUN offered an amendment provid- 
ing that lio part of this appropriation shall be paid 
totheehiefof the Bureau of Construction, Equip- 
mest, and Repair, unless the person who fills that 
office is a skilful naval constructor. On looking at 
the lav establishing that bureau, he found a provi- 
sion inserted, that ue chief of it should be a skilful 
naval oonstructor; and on looking at the Navy Regis- 
ter he found that the office was filled by Charles 
Morris, a captain is the navy, who, it was weU 
known, was not a naval constructor. It was to 
compel the appointing power to comply with the 
law that he offered the amendment. 

Mr. PARMEMTER observed that the law, it 
was true, did provide that the chief of the Bureau 
of CopBtruction,(Equipment, and Repair, should be 
■ skilful naval constructor, but the appointing pow- 
er the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, had appointed Captain Morris to fill 
this office; and the presumption was, that he pos- 
sessed the qualifications required by law. He knew 
him to be a man of science, and he had no doubt 
that he performed the duties of his office with as 
much skUl, prudence, and eoonomv, if not more, as 
would be shown by a professional naval construc- 
tor. 

Mr. RATHBUN said that if the fact was true, 
as was insinuated by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts that Commodore Morris was a skilful naval 
constructor, then the amendment would not hurt 
him. If, as he apprehended, the commodore knew 
nothing about it, the amendment would apply the 
proper remedy. 

JI4r. BRENOLE obtained the floor; but 

The CHAIR decided that, under his construc- 
tion of the resolution adopted this morning, more 
than one member ootdd not reply to any amend- 
ment. 

The vole on the amendment was 40 in the affirm- 
ative, and 30 in the ntt;ative. No quorum voting. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. C. Johnson 
and WuTTBROF were appointed, and they reported 
44 in the affir^iative, and 44 in the negative. Still 
no quorum voting. 

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 

A meseitge was received from the PresideDt of the 



United States, wilh some accompanying documents, 

■ Ho 
ce've iL 



and the committee rose that the House might re- 



Mr. BAYLY moved that it be read. 
The Clerk read it accordingly, as follows: 

T» Ills Sttui(t and 

Houseof RtpytiKiilaiivts of tbr United Stattt: 

I tranunit. herewith, for the iiUbrmation of rongrevs, 
copies of certain despatches recentiy received from Mr. 
Wise, our Knvoy KxUAordinary end Minister Pleiupoteji- 
tiaiy at the Court of Bi-uzil, upon the Rubject of the slave 
tnuej developiug the means used, and the dertces resorted 
to, in order to evade existing enactments upon that sub- 
ject 

Anxloosly desirous as are the United states to sup- 
press a truihc BO revolting to humaoity, in the eflbrls 
to accomplish which they iiave been the pioneers 
of civilized States, it cannot but be a subject of the 
most profound regret, that any portion of our cit- 
i/,ens should be lounnd acting in co-operation wilh 
the subjects of other powers, in opposition to the pol- 
icy of their own Koveniraenl: thereby subjecting to suspi- 
cion and to the hazard of disgrace the flag of their own 
country. II is true thii this Irattc is CHrried on aitogether 
inforetgn ports, and that our own coasts are free from its 
pollution. But the crime remains the same wherever perpe 
tratedj and there are many circumstances to warrant tne be- 
lief tliat someof ourcitiiens are deeply involved in its guilt. 
The mode and manner of carrying on this this trade are 
clearly and fearlessly set forth in Uie accompanying 
documents; and it wouM seem that a regular system 
has been adopted for the purpose of thwarting the jralicy 
and evading the penalties of our laws. American veHsels, 
with the knowledge, as there are good reasons to believe, 
of the owners and masters, are chaitend, or rather pur- 
chased by notorious slave-dealers in Brazil, aided by (ing- 
lish brokers and capitalists, with this intent. The vessel is 
only nominally chartered at so ranch per month, while, in 
truth, it is actually sold, to b« delivered on the coast of Af- 
rica. the charter party binding the owners, in the mean 
time, to take on board, as ttoMtengers, a new crew in Brazil, 
who, when delivered on tne coast, are to navigate her back 
to the ports of Brazil with her cnnro of slaveK. I'nder this 
agreement, the vessel clears from the United States for some 
port in (tieat Britain, whore a cargo of mere.handiiu>. known 
as "coast goods, '^ and drsigncd esiH^nially for the Afri. 
can trade, is purchased, shipped, and consigned, together 
with the vessel, either to the slave-dealer himself, or to his 
agents or accomplices in BraziL On her arrival a crew is 
put on board as poMteiiqera, and the vessel and cargo con- 
signed to an equally guilty factor or agent on the coast of 
Africa, where the nnlawfal purpose originally designed ia 



Bnally couummotsd. The marchandisa is rvrh a n gsd for 
slaves; the vessel is delivered up; her name obliterated; her 
papers deatroved; her American crew discharged, to be 
provided for oj the chartarers, andthenew or ■wsssBfer 
crew put in eommand to carrj back its mlsarable freight to 
the first contrivers of the voyage, or their <mploy«s In 
Brazil. 

Dnring the whole progiesa of this tortaons enterprise, it is 
possible that neitlierthe Ameiioancrew originally enlisted, 
nor the paMsen^er crew put on board in the BrazUian ports, 
are aware of the nature of the voyage; and yet it is on these 

Srincipaily, ignorant, if not innocent, tliat the penalties of 
le law are inBicted; while the gailty contrivers, the char- 
terera, brokei*, owners, and masten— in short, all who are 
most deeply concerned in the crime and its rewudi, for the 
most part escape unpunished. 

It will be seen from the examinatiens, which have re- 
cently taken |dace at Rio, that the subtjects of her Britannic 
Msjaaty, as well as our own citizens, are deeply implicated 
in this inhuman tiaflic. British factors and agents, while 
they supply Africa with British tabiics in exchange for 
slaves, tra chielfy inatrameolalln the abuse of the Amari- 
oan flag; and the suggestions contained in the letter of 
Mr. Wise, (whose judicious and zealous etfbrta in the mat* 
ter cannot be too highly commended,) addressed to Mr. 
Hamilton, the British envoy, as to the best mode of sup. 
pressing the evil, deserve yonr most deliberate oonaiders- 
tion, as they wiU receive, I doubt not, thatoftheBritidi 
government 

it is also worthy of consideration whether any other 
maaanras than those now existing are necessary to give 
greater efficacy to the Jast and humane policy oi'^our laws, 
which already provide for the reatoration to Africa of staves 
captured at sea Dy American cruisers. (Vom time to time 
provisionhas been made by this government for their com- 
fortable support and maintenanoe during a limited period 
after their restoration; and it is much to bo regrettrd that 
this liberal policy has not been adopted by Great Britain. 
As it is, it seams to me that the policy it has adopted is cal- 
culated rather to perpetuate than to suppress the trade, by 
enlisting very large interests in its £svor. Merchants and 
capitalists furnish the means for carrying it on; mannfisc- 
tures for which the negroes are exchangeoare the products 
of her workshops; tha slaves, when captured, instead of 
being returned back to their homes, are transferred to her 
colonial possessions in the West Indies, and made the means 
of swelling the amount of their products, by a system of 
apprentice ship for a term of yean, and the officers and crew 
who capture tne vessels receive on the whole number of 
slaves so many pounds sterling per capita, by way of 
bounty. 

it most be obvious, that while these large interests are 
enlisted in favor of its continuance, it will be difficult, if not 
impossible, to suppress the nefarious traffic, and that its re- 
sults would be in efl'ecl but a continoance of the slave trade 
of another and more cruel form ; for it oan be but a matter of 
little difference with the African, whether he is torn from 
his country and transported to the West Indios as a slave, 
in the regular course of the trade, or captured by a cruiser, 
transported to the same place and made to peKorm the 
same labor under the name of an apprentice; wh^h is at 
present the practical operation of the policy adopted. 

It is to be Iwped that her Britannic M^esty's government 
will, uMn a review of all the circumstances stated in these 
despatches, adopt some efficient measures for the suppres- 
sion of the trade which she has so long attempted to put 
down, with, as yet, so litUe success, and more consonant 
with the original policy of restoring the captured African 
to his home. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washikgtoh, Feb. 19, 184A. 

On the motion of Mr. BAYLY^ the message and 
accompanying documents were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

There were other executive communications on 
the Spenker's table, which the House agreed to re- 
ceive at this time. 

One was an answer to a resolution of the House 
of 3l8t December last, in the form of a report from 
the Secretary of State, in relation to the indemnities 
due to citizeiis of the United States from the Mex- 
ican governrhent. It was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Another was a report in relation to sugar and 
molasses; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Another was a communication fVom (he Treasury 
Department, furnishing a statement of the balances 
which have existed for more thim three years on 
the books of the Treasury Department. It was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Another was a report from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, of the number of free articles imported, and 
those subject to duty, in answer to a resolution of 
the House. It was committed to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered U> be printed. 

llie House then again resolved itaeirinto Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the stale of the Union, and the 
question recurred on Mr. Ratbbon's amendment; 
which was negatived — 51 voting in the affirmative, 
and 6fi in the negative. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved an astiendmcnt at the 
close of the afipropriations for the Navy Depart, 
ment, to add a proviso, that the salary provided for 
these naval officers should in a'l cases, where they 
were sppoinied from the army and navy, be in lieu 
of all other pay and emoluments. 



AAer some coWiMtion by Mr. McKAY ud Ur. 
RATHBUN, 

TfaeameodJmentwaa rejected. 
GROUND FOR THE POST-QFriCI DIPAKT* 

MENT. 

Mr. PRATT moved an amMidmeot, to add, ifler 
the 289th line, the following; 

To enable the Postmaster Oeneial to pordiaae, fur tbs 
nse of the . PestOffioa Department the remainder of tk 
sqnare ot which the geiwfal fOtt^tOne boUding is litiatsd, 
at the prices agreed upon with the owners of ths pnpot;, 
twenty-eight thousand two hundred and Afty dellaii. 

. After a word fVom Mr. McElAY in favor. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

ELECTRO-MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendmeat to 
appropriate |8,000 for defraying the expenaes for 
the year of liie magnetic telegra^ between Wash- 
ington and BoltimbTe, said sum to be disboned go- 
der the direction of the Postmaster GeneiaL Dsnut 
the last Congress, he add, an a|^Mt>priatioa of ^,006 
had been made for the esldblishment of this tele- 
graph. He had recently received a oommunieatiin 
from the gentleman at the head of this telepipii, 
stating that the appropriation was entirely e^iend. 
ed, and that the tning must rest unless some fimdi 
were sppropriated. It was in contemplation, u 
proposed in this amendment, to put it ondo ik 
superintendence of the Postmaster General, is ci- 
der that he might make out a tariff of chaips (a 
the transmission of information by this meant. It 
was supfVDsed that the rtx:eipts in this way migtii 
go a considerable way towards defraying theei- 
penses of the establishment. Here was a voik of 
this importance between Baltimore and diii city 
which was now suspended for want of funds, and 
which, if neglected and suftered to remain idkaad 
without attention, would go to ruin. There «ii 
also, as was known, a bill now on the table fortbe 
extension of this work to New York. Gentlnnai, 
from this statement of facts, must see the froptiej 
of the appropriation proposed. 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired if the gentleman fm, 
Maryland proposed to establish six additional of- 
fices, under the direction of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. Were we to have a new department ipringiil 
up here? How were they to be appointed.' By 
the Postmaster General? 

Mr. KENNEDY repUed that the bill wliitl 
was before the House, providing for the extemoo 
of this work to New York, provided k plan forikf 
organization of the whda thing by law. In Ik 
mean time, here was this ujegraph constructed froa 
Baltimore to this place; and the question was, sbocid 
it be continued or not' 

Mr. THOMPSON was unwilling that ihis ihii? 
should fiwther be carried on, without seeing the m 
of it. It was true, it might be of some imponuw 
to Balumore and Washington that uilelliBno 
shoufd be trammitfed in advance of the mail; butil 
would not facilitate, in any degree, such tr*""""; 
sion to other p«uls of the Union. Uiitil the bili 
came up, he was opposed to the appropriation. 

The question was taken bjr tellen, andtjtwdui. 
ayes 73, noes 45. 

Mr. PRATT moved an amendment, compnniis 
the following and many other details, vii: 
For repaim of the Capitol, cleaning rotundo, fur 

naces, kc. ■ ■ ■ • " •HJ 

For gardener^ salary • - ' j 

For annual repairs of I>resident's Hoosa, gimnH. 

fountains, tic. - • " 

For flagging aventte before Treasury Bnilding, K , 

Mr. HOLMES moved an amendment to ^ 
proviso directing the Commissioner of Public Boar 
ings U) contract for lighting the Capitol and "»* 
departments with gas, provided it couM bedooes 
an expenditure of not more than one-half the !"* 
ent expenditure for oil. 

Mr. H. advocated the amendment 

Mr. PRATT hoped it would be allowed (o iwj 
on its own merits, and not be attached w «aS" 
down his. .^ 

The amendment to the amendment was rtjefiw- 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to amend th« «^ 
ment by striking out that portion providing wr» 
pairs for the President's House, which, •"suM* 
already been provided for by the amendment «!»(* 

After conversaUon by Messrs G. W. JOKES W 
PRATT, _, 

The amendment to the amendment was i«l«*°. 

Mr. TUCKER moved an amendment J|> '» 
amendment, to strike out the items conneclw »»• 
lamp-lighting for the Capitol. 



m 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 



319 



After remarks by Meaan. TUCKER and AN- 
DREW STEWART, 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The question wa« taken on the original amend- 
ment; and it waa rejected. 

AGEICULTURAL STATISTICS PATENT OF- 
FICE, &C. 

Mr. HGNLETV moved an amendment, fS>r fur- 
niahing such scientific works as necessary for the 
Patent Office, f 1,000, and for the collection of agri- 
cultural slatislies and other purposes, |3,000 — the 
whole sam to be paid out of the patent fund. 

Mr. McBlAY advocated the amendment. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
adopted. ^^ 

Mr. PRATT again offered his amendment in re- 
lation to repairs of the President's House, Capitol, 
lamp-lighting, Ac. 

Mr. McKAY said that it had been usual for ap- 

Eropriations for the public buildup and grounds' to 
» added to the gvneral appropriation bdl, on the 
motion of the chauman of the Committee on Public 
Buildings. It was not usual for such appropriations 
to be repotted by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. RATHBUN offered an amendment to the 
amendment, to strike out the appropriation for the 
purchase of hose for the Anacostia Fire company. 
Mr. R. said that liberal expropriations bad already 
been made for such objects, and be was imwilling 
to lax the people further for them. 
This amendment was rejected. 
Mr. J. STEWART moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by substituting |1,500 instead of $3,000, for 
repairs of the presidential mansion. 
This amendment waa rejected; and 
Tlie question being taken on Mr. Pratt's amend- 
ment, it was agreed to — ayes 80, noes 33. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendment, 
appropriating $5,000 for the liquidation and settle- 
ment of the debt due the Maryland hospital for the 
support of lunatic paupers of the District of Colum- 
bia, from March 10, 1843, to June 10, 1844, to be 
disbursed by the marshal of the District of Colum- 
bia. Aflier an explanation from Mr. K. 

The question waa taken on the amendment; and 
it was adopted— ayes 73, noes 44. 

Mr. PRATT submitted an amendment to apOTO- 
priate $80,000 for fire-proof buildings for the War 
and Navy Departments, (20,000 for a south wing to 
the treasury buildings, and (40,000 for a west wujg 
to the Patent Office. 

Mr. P. advocated liis amendment, stating tluit 
this government was now renting 91 rooms, at a 
rent of (6,000 per annum; and uiey were not fire- 
proof nor watched, and were exceedingly unsafe. 
He thonght this government should not continue to 
be the. tenant of tenants. They had hitherto had 
three public buildings burned down within twelve 
years, (and, if he might be allowed to say it, a 
burned child dreads the fire,) the Post Office, the 
Treaiury, and the Patent Office; iuid a proper regard 
for the public archives would seem to demand the 
adoption of this amendment. He desired gentle- 
men distinctly to understand that, in acting on this 
imendment, they had as much interest in the gov- 
ernment as he had. Being on the Committee on 
the I^ublic Buildings and Grounds, it was not only 
bis province and his duty to state to the House the 
•fants of the government, but to do all in his power 

have them lupplied; and he wished each gentle* 
nan for himself to take upon himself the responsi- 
jility of determining whether this government 
ihould continue to be, as it had been for many years 
>ast, a tenant of tenants, or that it should be inde- 
lendent of itself. In moving this amendment, he 
vaa influenced by the belief that the bill reported 
'Y the Committee on the Public Buildings and 
^rounds making appropriations for this object could 
ot be reached in time to be acted on definitively 
Ills session; and they were therefore under the ne- 
essity of endeavoring to obtain the appropriation 

1 another form. 

He wished gentlemen distinctly to say , whether it 
ras their intention that the valuable papers and 
rchives of the government should continue to be 
ept in so unsafe a manner as they now were. He 
'as sorry to say it, but was bound in truth to tell 
to the House, and to the country, that there was 
ot a fireproof room in the departments occupied by 
le Secretanr of State, the Secretary of War, or the 
Bcretary of the Navy, nor in any of the bureaus 
>nnected with them. As objections had been made 
I his making this appropriation _in the original 



form, he had modified it so as to conform to the 
rules and otden of the House, uid proposed it to 
come in at that place. 

We now (said he) propose to construct a building 
with on* hundred and'sixty rooms, connecting ulti- 
mately the War and Navy Depcutmenis, with a 
front of about six hundred feet, and two hundred 
feet in each wing; when completed to contain two 
hundred and sixty-four rooms. There were now 
immediately w|mted one hundred and eighty-five 
rooms, for the convenience of the public service; and 
the growth and progress of this country plainly 
showed that it was uie duty of Congress to build 
them as speedily as prudence would permit. 

Speaking of the necessity of fireproof buildings 
for.the public archives, which no prudent business 
man, in his individual capacity, would be without, 
he felt bound to say that no enlightened legislator 
would deny them to the government. 

Mr. P. concluded by saying that, in detailing 
these facts to the House, ' he had no doubt that 
the good sense of the members would immediately, 
and without delay, cause the necessary work to be 
commenced. There could be no better time than 
the present to make the appropriation, when there 
was an overflowing treasury, and plenty of working- 
men in want of employment, especially as there 
was great danger of its being diverted to a worse 
purpose. 

Mr. DROMGOOLB opposed the amendment. 
The House had not had estimates or a plan laid be- 
fore them which they were pilepared to approve. 

Mr. PRATT here took the plan of the buildings 
in his hand, and, walking across the floor, held it up 
before the gentleman — saying that he had, like a 
true business man, brought him the plan to look at, 
that he might act understandingly. As he would 
never show anything that was not clearly right, he 
did not doubt that the gentleman woiud approve 
of it. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE observed that the plan look- 
ed so well that he was not sure but he might sup- 
port it ultimately, having a high opinion of thegood 
taste and knowledge of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings; but, at this time, he 
could not commit himself to it. 
Mr. G. W. JONES also opposed the amendment. 
Mr. OWEN submitted an amendment, so as to 
change the form of the amendment of die gentle- 
man from New York, by referring the whole sub- 
ject to the President of the United Suites, that he 
might employ a skilful artist to prepare plans and 
estimalM, and report thereon. 

Mr. J. STEWART opposed the whole scheme 
as extravagant. 

Mr. PRATT said that was the last thing he ex- 
pected to see coming from Coimecticut. [Laughter.] 
On^Mr. Owen's amendment tellers were called 
for, and Messrs. Grinnell and J. Stewakt were 
appointed; and they reported 88 in the affirmative 
and 28 in the negative. So the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT here observed that, having moved 
for the War, Navy, and Patent Offices, and having 
succeeded in gelijng one of the three, which was 
doing exceedingly well for that House, he felt quite 
gratified and satisfied. 

Mr. 1. E. MORSE moved that the committee 
rise; on which tellers were called for; and Messrs. 
WmxHROP and J. Stewart were appointed. They 
reported that it was decided in the affirmative; and 
the committee rose accordingly, and reported prog- 
ress. 
The House then adjotu^ned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were handol to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. COLLAMER: The jwtition of J. 8. Msrcy. sod 
38 ntheri, for the annexation of Canada to the United Btatea: 
referred to the Committee on Foreign AH'aira. 

By Mr. ALBERT SMITH: The p«Ution of Davii Alton, 
and othem, citizens of Genesee county. New Yorlc, praying 
the Hoase of Representatives to pass the Senate postage 

By Mr. TIBBATT8: The memorial of Beattie McKenzie, 
and 119 others, traTellrn on the Ohio and Mississippi riven, 
praying that Congress may pass a law. which shall compel 
alt steam vessels and land engines to use Evans's safety guaid 
to prevent explosioos. 

By Mr. BIDUACK: The petition of citixeos of Lnteme 
county, askingforthepassagoof Senate bill for the redur- 
lion of postage. 

By the srEAICER: The petition of citiiens of Richmond, 
Virginia, praying for the passage of the Senate bill reduc- 
ing the rates of postage, ttc. Also, a memorial of Thomas 
D. DriscoU, of Manchester, Virginia, praying Cor the repay, 
meat of money lost in tlis auiTof the UnltedStatai. 



By Mr. CAKPINTER: The petttion of 139 citiiena of 
Sangetfiald, in the State of New Yoric, praviag for the pass, 
ue, by the House of Representatives, of thebillto reduce 
ths ntea of postage, recently passed by ths Senate of thv 
Uoitsd States: reftned to the Committee on the Poet OOca 
and Post Roads. 

By Mr. 8HEPARD CART: The petition of Nehemiah 
Small, of Quebec, Maine, for payment of fishing bounty do* 
■obooner Aiciu. 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Jebo John sad 9* 
others, citizens of Northumberland county, Penaaylvaaia, 
Slaying for the establishment of a maU route from Sanbnry . 
Northumberland oonnty, via Snydettown and RoahvjUe, to 
Danville in Ciolambia county, nmuylvaaia. The patitioa 
from John C. Oreer and 73 otbeis, elliMns of Notthnmbsr. 
land and Columbia counties, PennsylvanUu 

By Mr. 8PEPARD CARY: The petition of Samuel B. 
Wardsworth and 306 othsn. citixena of Eastpost, Maine, 
for an appropriatioa for buildins a new oustom^onae at 
that place: refen«d to the Committee on Commeroe. 

By Mr. FISH: The memorial of the mayor, aUannen, sad 
commonalty, of the city of New Yorii, praying the passage 
Ot a law to prevent the fanportation into this conntry ofKr- 
eign paupers and criminals. The memorial ef ISO dMf 
mutes, residents of the New York instltnia for the deaf and 
domb, for the speedy paaaaae •ftha poetoflce bllL. Th« 
memorial of H.P. Peetandll othen, pnyiBgtthe passage 
of the Senate bill reducing the rates of postage. "Tht me- 
morial oTEdgar Ketchum and 17 othen, praying the pas- 
sage of the Senate biUredocIng the rates of postage. The 
memorial of Alfred Rigg, and 90 other oitiiana otNew 
York, prating the passage of the Senate bill for the redac- 
tion of postage. 

IN SENATE. 
FaiDAT, February 21, 1845. 

On motion, the reading of the journal was dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from 95 citi- 
zens of the eounty of Fairfitx, Viiginia, protssting 
against the passage of the bill to change the draw 
of the Potomac bridge: referred to the Contmittee 
on tha District of Columbia. 

The PRESIDENT ;>r« ton.' laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication ftom the Treaaory Department, 
transmitting statements showing the amount of du- 
ties paid on the importation of foreign goods and 
merchandise, and refunded since the close of the 
last session of Congress; the number of pending 
applications for lehinding duu'es, and communi- 
cating the instructions relative to the reminding of 
the same; which, on motion by Mr. HDNTINQ- 
TON, was referred to the Committee en Finanee, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also a commanication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in obedience to the resolution of 
the 21st Jul V, 1844, a report of a chemical analysis 
of sugar ana mtdaases; which, on motion by Mr. - 
HnNTlNGTON, was referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. piX presented a petition from 16 citizens of 
the United Slates, praying that Congress will put 
an end to the traffic in public lands, and that it be 
laid out in the form of lots for the free use of such 
citizens as choose to setde upon and cultivate them: 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial from 
David Hubs, asking that he may be employed in 
publishing for Congress a new map of Texas: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the library. 

Mr. FA1RF1£X.D presented resolutions adopted 
by the legislature of Maine, requesting the senators 
and representatives from that State to urge the pass 
age of a bill for the relief of those citizens .who suf- 
fered by spoliations committed by France on the 
American commerce prior to 18KH); which were 
read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition flxim cer- 
tain citizena of Alleghany county. New York, pray- 
ing that Congress will appropriate less money to 
build fortifications, and adopt, as a substitute there- 
for, some tribunal-— a congress of nations — to settle 
by arbitration all iuternauonal difficulties: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a memorial from John 
L. Allen, of Misaissippi, representing that he had 
discovered an improvement m the construction of 
muskets, rifles, pistols, and other firearms, and 
praying that Congress wiU adopt it in the service of 
the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. F. also reported, from the Committee on 
Claims, a joint resolution for the settlement of the 
accounts of Pumey & Riddle; which waa read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the fiutker con- 
sideration of the memorial of the Cherokee Indians 
who have become citizens of North Carolota, pray- 
ing for the full value of their property, which was 
unlawfully sold; the resolutions of Uie legialattue of 
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North Carolina urging upon Congress the settle- 
tnent of the dahns of the Cherokee^,and the petition 
of P. Preston for increase of pay. 

Also, on his motion, the Committee on Indian' 
Affairs was dischai^ed from the further consideni' 
<ion of die petition of the heirs of Thomas Stewart, 
for indemnity for depredations committed by the 
Cherokee Indians in 1780, and the House bill for 
the relief of 'William Hollinger; and they were re- 
ftrred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

AJsoreported back, without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that they do pass, the House bills 
for the relief of Joseph and 'Lemuel Ward, for the 
relief of George B. Russell, and for the relief of 
Francis Slocum and children. The report in the 
last case was oidered to be printed. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee oh Commerce, re- 
ported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it be indefinitely postponed, the 
bill from the House for the lehef of Smith and 
fbrnsworth. 

THE HOUR FOR THE 8FECIAI. ORDER. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Allxm, pro- 
viding that the special order of the day shall here- 
after he called at 13 o'clock daily until otherwise 
ordered, was taken up. 

Mr. MILLER hoped this resolution would not 
pass, and that the regular hour for taking up this 
subject would not be changed. He |)erceived,upon 
looking over the calendar, that there were ninety 
bills now undisposed of; and certainly two hours of 
the morning were not too much to devote to the 
general business of the Union. If Texas had four 
Eonrs of the day, he thought she had her fair pro- 
portion of the legislation of the Union. It was im- 
possible for the Senate to get tlirough its general 
and reeular business unless two hours a day were 
devoted to it; and if the special order should be 
taken up at 12 o'clock, it was evident it would con- 
sume the balance of the day, and the other very im- 
portant and necessary busmess of the nation would 
be leA unfinished. 

Mr. WALKER did not concur in the propriety 
of the course suggested by the honorable senator 
«ii the other side, [Mr. Miller.] He had ascer- 
tained that there were yet eighteen senators who de- 
sired to speak upon this subject of annexation; and 
they were determined that the bill should not be de- 
stroyed by delay. It was a much more important 
matter than any other now pending before the Sen- 
ate. There were but ten days of the session re- 
m a inin g, including Sundays; and he appealed to 
the Senate whether it was possible to conunue the 
discussion of this question and take the vote upon 
it, (unless they came here and sat up all night,^ if 
the discussion was not commenced at an earlier 
hoar? Two speeches a day were the utmost that 
could be made. If the discussion was only com- 
menced at one o'clock, it would consume nine days 
of the session. It was therefore indispensable, if 
we meant to take the vote upon this question at all 
this session, that it should be commenced at twelve 
o'clock. Why should we not do so.' We had 
heretofore allowed but one hour to the morning 
bnsineaa — why should we enlni^e itnow? One hour 
had been long enough during the whole of the ses- 
sion, and why were two hours necessary now.' The 
morning busmess could bear no comparison in im- 
portance to this great Question. He hoped, there- 
fore, that « majority of the Senate would concur in 
the propriety of fixing an earlier hour, under these 
circumstances, if it was not intended to destroy the 
bill by delay. He did not assert that such was the 
motive of senators on the other side at all; but that 
certainly would be the effect. It would be impossi- 
ble to take the vote upon this question, unless an 
earlier hour was assigned for the commencement of 
the discussion. 

Mr. MILLER called for the yeas and nays; but 
at iheaunestion of his friends withdrew die call. 

Mr. WALKER then called for the yeas and 
nars. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the senator from 
Mtnissippt could obtain his object without asking 
theyeas and nays. 

Mr. WALKER then withdrew his motion, and 
toe resolution was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, leave wa.i granted 
to withdraw from the files, with the view of refer- 
ing it to the department for further information, 
the maaaage from the President of the United Slates, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, rel- 
ative to the proceedings under the act for the ^licf 



of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians in the Territory 
of Wisconsin. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, and after a few 
remarks by him on the necessity of the measure, it 

Retolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be au. 
thorizcd to employ a clerk during the mnainder of the sei- 
•ion. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 

Rtsohfd, Thit the Secretary of War be requested to 
transmit to the Senate the report of General Roger Jones, 
CoL Mason, and r. M. Butler, esq., who have recently, on. 
der his instnictions as a boaxil of inquiry, prosecuted an ex- 
amination into the causes and extent of the discontents and 
diffleulties among the Cherokee Indians; with the instnic- 
tious, correspondence, and evidence connected therewith; 
and also a copy of any correspondence held by said boara 
with the heirs or repieseutaUves of the Itidges and Boudi- 
not, or any of them. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the flirther 
consideration of the veto message of the President, 
and the bill to which it related, having for its object 
the prevention of the building of steam revenue 
cutters, was psstponed till Monday next, at II } 
o'dock- 

NAVAL PENSION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
of tlie day were postponed, and the bill from the 
House making appropriation for the payment of 
naval pensions for the year ending 30lh June, 1846, 
was taken up as in commitee of whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and read the third time, and 



On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bil. to extend 
the patent heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth, was taken up, and considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill to amend 
an act, entitled ''An act to carry into effect in the 
Slates of Alabama and Mississippi the existing com- 
pacts with those States, with regard to the 5 per 
cent, fund, and the school reservations was taken 
up as in committee of the whole. The amendment 
of the Committee on Public Lands was considered 
and agreed to. The bill was then reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engroased as amended. 

Mr. MILLER, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of tlie corpoi-ittion of Washington; which was 
read, snd Ordered to a second reading. Ilien, on 
his motion, Ike previous orders of uie day were 
postponed, and the above bill was taken up as in 
committee of the whole. He explained that its ob- 
ject was merely to give the corporation authority to 
construct a school house on a portion of the judiciary 
square belonging to the United Slates. The bill was 
then taken reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the bill to ex- 
tend the juiisuiction of the district courts of the Uni- 
ted States to certain cases upon the lakes and nav- 
igable waters leading to and connecting the same, 
was taken up for consideration as in committee of 
the whole on an amendment of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. The amendment being agreed to, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to bo en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, the Senate then 
took up and considered as in committee of tiie whole 
the joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to examine and test the plowing and dredg- 
ing' machine invented by Or. Putnam, of Louisiana, 
for clearing bars and other obstructions from the 
mouth of rivers. It was considered, reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The bill providing for appeals in cases of bank- 
ruptcy came up for consideration, as in committee 
of the whole, on an amendment of the Judiciary 
Committee, as a substitute fur the bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that the senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Haywood,] who desired 
to express some opinion upon this bill, was not in 
his seat. He would take that opportunity to say 
that, as the bill stood, it related to any final decree — 
those heretofore as well as those hereafter to be 
made. He supposed it was not the intention of the 
cnmmitlee to ovcrthrowall the final decisions hereto- 
fore made under that law. If not, he would move, 
to prevent that effect, to insert after the word "bank- 
ruptcy," the words "hereafter made." 

Mr. DAYTON said, if he understood the amend- 
ment, it would defeat the object of the bill. He had \ 



no objection to prevent the operation of the bill upon 
cases where there was no property vested under de- 
crees already made; but the object of the bill waste 
grant appeals in all cases, whether past or preaenL 

Mr. DICKINSON coincided with the senator 
from New Jersey, that such an amendment, in the 

Slace where it was proposed to be iosertod, would 
efeat the object of the bill. The bill was then paaa- 
ed by informally. 

The bill relating to the appointment of the aaoat- 
ants to the Postmaster General of the United Slates 
— vesting the appointment of those officers in the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, instead of the President alone — was ta- 
ken up for consideration in in commitiae of the 
whole, on an amendment of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, making the bill general 
in its character. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON detmd time to examine 
the bill. The Post Office Committee had reported i 
substitute for the bill, which would i^iply to all tlie 
Auditors, Registerof the Treasury,aDaothas. Thit 
was not bis wish on introducing the bill which vat 
referred to that committee. The only object he had 
in view was to make the assistants to the Postmai. 
ter General appointable by the joint action of the 
President ami Senate. The bill, as it now stood hj 
the amendment, was a most important one; and be 
desired to have time to look into the matter. He 
therefore moved that it be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill to enable the Chickasaw nation to try die 
validity of their claims in the courts of the United 
States, was taken up for consideration as in cominilr 
tee of the whole. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend it, by ioaerting 
the words "same decree" in the place of the words 
"this act." 

Mr. SEVIER exprrased his doubts about the pro- 
priety of the bill. If it were pasiedj the Indiaas 
would have to waste all their means in feeing law- 
yers and attending at the seat of govemmoit. He 
thought Congress oohid settle these claims as satis- 
factorily to them as the courts. He desired time to 
examine the bill; and, on his motion, it was paned 
by till to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Noah Miller, of Lin- 
colnville, in the Slate of Maine, was considered M 
in committee of the whole, reported to the Sciaaie, 
tuid ordered to be engrossed br a tlkird reading. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

The Senate resumed the conmdention of Ae 
joint resolution from the House for admitting Texas 
as a State into the Union — the question beii^ on iu 
indefinite postponements 

Mr. SIMMONS, in continuaUon of his ramarb 
from yesterday, observed that, having disposed of 
the preliminary question raised by senators on tiie 
other side toucning the position in which Rhode Isl- 
and and North Carolina stood immediately after ibe 
'other States had adopted the constitution, be would 
now proceed to the main question — the constitution- 
al question of the power of Congress to pass this 
joint resolution. 

It was to him a subject of great gratification to 
find that, on all sides, and from all quarters of the 
Union, different an were the opinions of eentkmea 
who had taken part in this debate, all had borne tes- 
timony, of the strongest kind, of the deep and ala- 
ding attachment to the constitution which prevailed 
throughout the whole country. 

He believed the chief ground of oppooboo to 
annexation in those portions of the Union wok 
which he (Mr. S.) was best acquainted, amse 
from the great apprehensions entertained that it 
would break into the constitution. .-> 

Yesterday -a new view had been presented in tke ', 
assertion that Congress had the power to anthORB 
any Slate to annex to itself foreign territory. M« 
agreed with the senator who tugcd this new vicr. 
tliat although every treaty was a contract, yetevery 
contract was not a treaty. The true issue was. 
whether authority could be given by Congress to i 
Slate to make contracts with foreign powere. No« 
he (Mr. S.)held that the constitution prohiUted any 
Stale from making foreign alliances or corapscs. 
Would not a contract between Louisiana and Texai 
come within the meaning of the clause in the codsd- 
tution which inhibits a State from making fotein 
alliances or compacts.' If this power could oe ^a 
by assent of Congress, why could it not be «- 
tended to the annexation of Louisiana, of MexioK 
Central andSouth Anierica, or any other pan of tit 
world? 
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[r<m/i7M(f.//rimi .Vo. 90.] 
Here Mr. S. read tlie rlaiis*^ in thrrnnsliliition, 
and rommented upon il at oonfiijrraljlr Ipnglli. 

He then adverted In the disoucsionfl in (he con- 
vention which fmnied the constitution, and particu- 
larly to the amendment.s and alterations made in re- 
Idiioti to the various drafU of the fourth article; de- 
ducing, from these discusfiionK, that the power to 
admit new States into the Union, wns intended to 
ouply exclu.siv<ly to Slates arising out of the ler- 
ntnries of the confederating States. 

Mr. S. next examined t)ie grounds upon which 
tlie treaty- making power was based, and drew 
from these preini-ses tlie conclusion, that to 
tlioi power alone belonged the ri^ht of treating 
with foreign nations for the acquisition of new ter- 
ritory. It was not, he held, till after tlie acquisition 
of foreign territory by the treuty-niaking iwwr, 
that the legislative power could come into play for 
the admission of new States formed out of that ter- 
ritory. > 

He then dwelt for some time on the question pf 
pxjiediency, mointoining that,underexiBtingcircuii- 
.stnnces, the annexation of Texas was particularly 
dangeroiw and -inexpedient; whereas, if left to the 
natural order of things, and the developmentsjaf 
time and controlling influences, it was more tl|in 
probable the event would occur satisfactorily totall 
the interests of the Union. / 

Mr. MERRICK next obtained the floor, and *d- 
dresaed the Senate for about two hours, strongly in 
favor of the join; resolution^ now under consi({tra- 
tion. ' I 

Mr. M. said that the Anal hour of this Congreis 
was .rapidly approaching, and each moment; was 
precious. It was not his purpose, therefore, tq con- 
sume any of them idly or wantonly; but his position 
compelled him, on tnis important occasion, 10 con- 
sume just as many, and no more, as might be ne- 
cessary to place himself right before the country, 
and to present to the consideration of those around 
him, some of tlie ideas which had presented, them- 
selves to his mind during the progress of this dia- 
cu.ssion. We were engaged in no ordinary act of 
Ifgislaiion. We had in nand a subject which con- 
cerned the fate of empires, and which was to efieet, 
for weal or for wo, tlirough ages yet lo come, mil- 
lions of the Anglo-Saxon rac«. In the consideration 
of so grave and sajnomenious a subject, it appeared 
to him that the state.sman, m so vast n matter, 
Sihould .leek a judicious line of action in the sublime 
light of reason. Firmly deteimined tliat this frame 
of mind should gtiide htm, if possible, he had striven 
to bring himselfto it, and he hoped be had succeed- 
ed and doubled not that other gentlemen had made 
the same cflbrt, with probably more success. 
Still, it could not but strike his mmd as strange, and 
hard to be accounted for, that we should find opin- 
ion upon this question very nearly divided; and, 
without intending to reflect upon any, he regretted 
to see how difficult it was lo rise above the influence 
of prejudice, passinn, and interest. It might be his 
rase. He did not claim exemption from the gen- 
eral imperfections of mankind. He hoped that, in 
our councils, the advice of the immortal poet Burns 
would be borne in mind — 

"CBlmly to scan 
Our fellow man;** — 

and he tru.rited he might be permitted to invoke for 
himself the benefit of this wholesome and wise ad- 
monition, and for those with whom be associated 
here — to whom, perhaps, the opinions he was about 
to nnnounce might possibly be unacceptable. 

The course of this debate, in the order which had 
been pursued, had wisely and appropriately post- 
poned all ronsideraliong of expediency, however ui^ 
gent and striking tliey might be, to the primary, 
and deeper, and more vital question that baa arisen, 
of the constitutional power of Congress to efTect 
the end proposed by the joint reaoluuon now before 
the Senate. 

He agreed that this order was right; and he con- 
curred most cordially ahd fully in the sentiment so 
eloquently expressed by his honorable friend from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Choate,] a few days since, 
when he said of Texas, that were she a ttrrestial 
paradise — her sands all gold — Iter streams imperial 
nectar, and her trees bearing golden fruit — were she 



to give us perpetual peare and liberty — yet, if the 
deed projTiosed be done, be forbidden by our sacred 
consuiulion, she should not come into our Union. 
We had all registered in heaven ooths to observe the 
obligations of that sacred instrument, under which 
we had all been educated, and to evince our venera- 
tion for our fathers who framed it. There could be 
no senator here who did not feel the weight and 
high re.sponsibility of the obligation, as well ns his 
honorable friend from Mn-isachusetts, to observe 
the letter and spirit of our sacred charter of liberty. 
But his^honorable friend must excuse him, if he told 
him thot he [Mr. Choate] was not the only defend- 
er and advocate on this floor of that instrument; but 
on the contrary, that the tendency of the argument 
whidi he advanced the other day, would be to tear 
in tatlrra that sacred instmment — strip it of its foir 
pmpurtions — mutilate it, and render it intulequate 
to accomplish lliose glorious ends for which it was 
designed. 

The ends designed by the framers of tlie consti- 
tution were plainly set forth in its preamble. He 
did not mean to say that the power w^as given there, 
but it showed the objecu lie would read them. 
They are: 

"To form a more perfect nnion.'eiitabUih jnitire, inaiir* 
domeitic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, pro- 
mote the gpnerad welfare, and •eourv the McBRingi of liber- 
ty to ouraelret and onr poiterity.** 

There was great scope here. These were the 
great and glorious ends contemplated by the framers 
of tins inatniment; and in framuig it, they designed 
to give adequate power to the accomplishment of 
these ends. The power in question could be 
shown, it appeared to him, to be now indispensably 
necessary to the acromplishment of these great 
ends; and to the^e ends the annexation of Texan to 
this Union now appeared to him to be proclaimed 
to be necessary, by the nature of things oad the 
condition of the world, in tones louder and more im- 
pressive than the tongues of ten thousand batteries. 
But of that presently. 

Let the present inquiry be as to the power — the 
pow^er of Congress to admit this State into the 
Union. For that, let us turn to the sacred chiuler 
itself. There was the Bible — there was the Scrip- 
ture by which American statesmen must govern 
their political morals. If we find not the grant vf 
power there, let us not assume that power. If vm 
find it there, and find it wise, and necessary, and ex- 
pedient to exert it now, we ore bound to make use 
of it. Now, what is the language of the constitu- 
tion? "New States may be admitted by the Congress 
into the Union." How plain! how explicit! how 
comprehensive! Languoge could not be plainer; and 
words could not show more directly ond more cer- 
tainly our authority and power to pass the joint res- 
olution now on the tab'e, than these woi^. If all 
the light of all the stars, ac the honorable senator 
from Masaachnselts [Mr. Choatb] had said, could 
be brought to shine upon it — yea, if all the concen- 
trated rays of all the suns that illuminate the unnum- 
bered worlds in the milky woy could be brought 
to shine upon the constitution, this clause would 
not be made plainer than it stands upon the face of 
that instrument sow, in these terms. 

Gentlemen eqdeavor to explain away the di- 
rect import, the inevitable, strong, plain, simple 
meaning of the words used by those who framed 
the constitution. Now, one of two conclusions 
must be the result. You must come to either 
one or the other. If the argument contended 
for on the other side, that these words do 
not convey the power which, of l^ir own proper 
force, propria ngortj they do convey, but are ca- 
pable of being explained away to suit any inference 
they might choose to draw from them — you mivit 
come to one of two conclusions: either, that thoae 
sages and patriots who framed the conatitution, and 
handed it down for ihe guidance of those who fol- 
lowed, did not know what they were about; or what 
they meant to be misundetstood by their posterity. 
If the import of these terms, plain, direct, and natu- 
rally suggesting itself to the first blush of the mind, 
which every man of common sense and common ap- 
prehension roust have understood, had been intend- 
ed 10 give a qualified and restricted power, aa nng- 
gestea and contended for by gentlemen on the other 



side, was it possible to think or imagine that there 
would not have been some one, at least, 
among all those sages, who, during the 
progress of tliis clause through the convention, dur- 
ing its dissections, amendments, alterations, and 
modifications, before its final adoption in the form 
in which it stands written upon the constitution? 
— some one there who would hare raid to his aseo- ^ 
ciates. These terms are too strong; these words ari •' 
too comprehensive, and may hereafter, by our poa^ 
terity, be understood lo mean a grant of power S 
admit Slates from without, as well as within the 
Union.' Therefore, ns we nil unite — as it is our 
known, understood, fixed, and unanimous purpoiM;, 
when we my new Stales moy be admitted, to grant 
that power only for the admission of new States 
arising within the jurisdiction of the Union — would ^ 
it not be well to put in some qualifying phrase to ^^ 
guard against misapprehension hereafter^ 

If it was their design, then, that this should be so 
qualified and teslricud, what objection could there 
be to putting in a phra-iie which would so qualify ii' 
Could the mind of any nnprejndired, honest man, 
look at this subject, knowing the character of ih<ipe 
sages who framed this instrument — knowing theii- 
patriotism and devotion to the interests of their . 
country — knowing the cnifful and guarded manner 
in which they gave power — their solicitude to make 
each clause so clear and distinct a."! to be undei-.^tooU 
at a glance by those fur whom tliey were framing it 
— could any man belirve lliey would have left such 
a polpable contradiction upon the face of their work? 
and that no one of them would have come forward, 
when all were agreed tliat this power should be given 
to Congress, andsusgested, or have had penetration 
enough to firesee the possibility that these terms 
might be perverted from their natural aid simple 
meaning? Would not some one have suggented 
that it was necessary and proper, in order lo guard 

Xinsl misapprehension, to insert some aiialifying 
ose or restraint' Who, that was not blinded by 
some preposaession, could suppose it possible that 
iheae framers of the constitution would have left 
these broad and comprehensive terms there, when it 
was well understood that they meant not what the 
words implied, but intended the clause to read, as 
gendemen by construction argue that it does read — 
"new States arising tcUkin Ihe jtwrkdiclioH of the 
United Stales, may be admitted by Ihe CoBgrrM, 
dfce." If this was their intenlion, and these 
men had plain sense — if they understood as 
much as any of the cotton planters in the neighbor- 
hood of his friend sitting by him, [Mr. Ashley] -^ 
LHtle Rock — or the toWco pUnlers in his own 
State, they would have inserted this qualifying 
phrase, and then we would have had preeiaely tlie 
same constitution which gentlemen now say we 
have. But no one in that convention lifted a voice^ 
not a finger was raised — ^to put in this neaessary, 
TiMd, and essential limitation upon this broad and 
compreheosive grant of power, if you conceive that 
il was the intention of the convention so to restrict 
it. The conclusion, therefore, was irresistibls, that 
the convention either did not understand the import 
of the terms which they used, or, knowing them, 
intanded to deceive, ana be misunderstood; or that 
they intended to do precisely what they have done — 
to give the power in the broad and comprehensive 
terms in which il is written upon the face of the 
constitution, to be exercised with a wise discretion 
for the salutary purpose for which we were now 
called upon lo exercise it, for the common good, 
and fur the benefits to arise lo posterity. 

Much stress had been laid by the gentlemen who 
attempted to explain away tlie import of these 
terms, upon the action of Gouvemeur Morris and 
Luther Martin in that convention. Now, let him 
call these witnesses, whom the gentlemen had Ihent- 
selves invoked to the aland. One of them, he un* 
derstood, was called up yesterday by an honorable 
senator, [Mr. Colquitt;] hut the other had not yet 
been called upon this side of the question. He need 
not quote the opinion of Gouvemeur Morris upon 
this particular article of the constitution. It was 
read yeaterday. The Senate, therefore, were 
veil informed npon it. Perhaps, however, it 
would be well to read an extract from 
bis letter, wriueo in 1809— though he (Mr. M.) 
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laid no stress upon it himself. [Mr. M. here quoted 
at some length from Mr. Morris's letter, showinc 
that Mr. Morris was of opinbii that, in the natural 
cpurse of events, the whola territory of North 
America must, at soma future period, become incor- 
porated under this government.] 

Mr. Morris, then, knew that all North America 
must eventuallj be united to as; yet thi^gentleman, 
knowing and uireseeing this, and as one of the con- 
Tcnlionj who, it was allej^ed, intended to restrain 
and limit the broad meaning of this clause in the 
constitution, to admit new State* into this Union, 
made no effort to insert an amendment which would 
limit it. 

Luther Martin, the patriotic sage of his own Slate, 
whose authority in reference to any interpretation of 
the constitution would hare great weight with him, 
had also been appealed to as sustaining the con- 
struction which eentlemen had endeavored to give 
to this clause of the constitution, and who had so 
ingeniously attempted to show that these words 
should not be undierstood according to their plain 
and true import In carefully looking over the jour- 
nals of the convention — in carefully perusing and re- 
perusing all that Luther Martin had said in his 
communication to the legislature of Maryland, giv- 
ing his reasons for voting against the adoption of 
the constitution, — he could nowhere find the slight- 
est possible allusion made by him to any objertion 
urged against the comprehensive nature of this grant; 
but the whole of his mfluence and power was di- 
rected against the restriction of the clause, as re- 
garded its internal operations. No objection what- 
rveV was made against its external operations. 
Now, could any man induce him (Mr. Mkrrick) to 
believe that Luther Martin, the moat learned law- 
yer practising at the bar of his country, and one of 
the most sagacious statesmen in the convention, did 
not perceive that this clause would give Congress 
the power to admit States wherever they should 
arise, whether within the Union or without? Yet, 
with all the certainty we have that he must have 
perceived this, not a word of objection was made, 
and no reference to it can be found in his communi- 
cation to the legislature of Maryland, when he came 
to render an account of his stewardship. But what 
does Luther Martin say? He objects to the consti- 
tution strongly; but upon what ground? Hear him, 
in his communication to the l^slature of the State 
which commissioned him to represent them upon 
the floor of this august asseitabjy. Speaking of thia 
particular clause, he says: 

"By theSdaeotionof tbeMhuticle, do new State ihsll 
be formed or er«ctnl within the iurlBdictloa of any other 
State, without the consent of the legislature of such State." 

Not a word is said in objection to this clauSe up- 
on the ground that foreign States might be admitted. 
Detailing his objections to it, he continues: 

"There are • number of States which are so cirrani. 
Btanced with respect to themselves and to other States, that 
every principle of Juitice and sound policy requires their 
lUsinembennent or dirisioa into smaller States. Massachu- 
setts is divided into two districts, totally separated from 
Hach other by the State of New Hampshire, on the northeast 
Tiide of which lie the provinces of Maine and Sagadofaoclf. 
more extea«ive in point of ttrrttory, bnt li-ss populouR than 
old Massachuketts, which lies on thH other fcide of N'«w 
Hampshire. No person can cast his eye on tht- map of that 
State, but he must in a moment admit that ever}' ar^iment 
drawn from commerce, interest, and justice, requires that 
the provinces of Maine and Sagadohock should be erected 
into a new State, and that they phould not be compelled to 
remain connected with old Massachusetts, under aJi the in* 
conveniences of their situation. 

"The State of Ueorgia is larger is extent than the whole 
island of Great Britain, extending from its seacoast to the 
.Mississippi, a distance of eight hundred miles or more; 
its breaath, for the most part, about three hundred miles. 
The States of North Carolina and Virginia, in the same 
manner, reai^h from the seacoast unto the Mississippi. 

"The hardships, the inconvenience, and the injustice of 
compelling the iniiabitants of those States, who may dwell 
on the western side of the mountains, and along the Ohio 
and Miscissiftpi rivers, to remain coanected with the inhab. 
itants of those States respectively on the Atlantic aide of 
the mountalnt. and sul^ect to tlie same State governments, 
would be such as wonld, in my opinion, Justil^- even re- 
course to arms, to tne themielvea bom and shake off so 
ignominious a yoke." 

Still nothing is said in reference to the admis- 
sion of foreign States. He would not detain I he 
Senate by quoting all the grounds of objection taken 
by Luther Martm but merely read one more pas- 
sage. In summing up, thia was the language 
used: 

"When we reflect how olistinatcly those States (Mas- 
sachusetts, Virginia, and other large SUtcs.) contended 
for that unjust superiority of power in the government 
which they have in part obtained, and for the esUblishment 
of this superiority by the constitntlon— when we reflect 
that thejr appeared wJUiBfto hsaard the existence of the 



Union, rather than not succeed in their unjust attempt — that 
should their legislatures consent to the erection of new 
States within their jorisdictien, it would be an immediate 
sacrifice of power, to obtain which, they seemed dis. 
posed to sacrifice every other consideratiunj— when 
we further reflect that they now have a motive 
for desiring to preserve their territory entire and un- 
broken, wnich they never had' tiefore — the gratification 
oftheir ambition in possessing and exercising superior 
power over their sister States— and this constitution is to 

?;ive them the means to effect this desire, of which they were 
ormerly destitute— the whole force of the United States 
pledged to them for restraining intestine commotions, and 
preserving to them the obedience and subjection of their 
citizens, even in the extremest part of their territory;— I 
say. sir, when we consider all these things, it would be too 
absnrd and Improba'blp to deserve a serious answer, should 
any person suggest that these States mean ever to give 
their coiuent to the erection of new States within their 
territory. Some of them, it is true, have been for some time 
past amusing their inhabitants in those districts that 
wished to be erected into new States; but should this con- 
stitution be adopted, armed with sword and halter, to com- 
pel their obedience and subjection, thev will no longer act 
with indecision; and the State of Maryland may, axid prob- 
ably will, be called upon to assist with her wealth and her 
blood in subduing the inhabitants of Franklin, Kentucky, 
Vermont, and the provinces of Maine and Sagadohock. and 
in compelling them to continue in subjection to the States 
which respectively claim jurisdiction overthem." 

, These, then, were Mr. Martin's objections. One 
of the strong grounds upon which he refiised his 
assent to the constitution so fritmrd by the conven- 
tion, was, not that the Congress of the IJnited Slates 
had the power, under this clause, to admit States 
not withm the jurisdiction of this Union, but to the 
great and overahadowine power which it would 
give to Slates within the Union. 

Mr. CHOATE interposed to say that he did not 
perceive that there was one word or line In that able 
and masterly communication, from beginning to 
end, which applied, in the least degree, to the great 
question now under consideration. 

Mr. MERRICK, in continuation, said he had al- 
ready stated to the Senate, that this wise and saga- 
cious statesman — this ornament to the convention — 
this man of learning and of deep lore — had not lifted 
a finger, had not said a word in objection to the 
first part of the clause in question. In quoting his 
communication, therefore, bit (Mr. Merrick's) 
object was to show that when the convention de- 
bated, and discussed, and argued this dause, the sa- 
gacity of that able statesman tailed to perceive that 
Uiere was any objection whatever to this clause, on 
the ^und that, in giving Congress the power to 
adihit new States, foreign States might be admitted, 
although gentlemen now contend that this phrasa 
is limited and restrained. 

If he had any such objection to it, why did he not 
urge it? Simply because he had none. He knew 
that the power was given in precisely the terms in 
which the clause is worded. His objection was not 
on that ground; but upon the ground that the large 
States — Virginia, Massachusetts, and others — wonld 
have an overshading power in the national councils, 
if they were not compelled to divide without the 
consent of their respective legislatures. He looked 
upon this matter of division as of great importance 
to Maryland. He desired to produce equity in ter- 
ritorial extent. Therefore it was that ne objecteid 
in the latter part of the clause. He ob jecled not at all 
to the external operation of the clause. It was ob- 
vious that thia enlightened and intelligent man had 
no doubt ot all that it was the intention of this con- 
vention to give to Congress the power to admit 
States from without, as well as within the jurisdic- 
tion of the convention. 

Gentlemen had called theae authorities up them- 
selves. There was no occasion for him, (Mr. M.,) 
or his a.<isociateR upon this side of the question, to 
appeal to Luther Martin or Mr. Morris at all. 
They required no authority of that sort. All the 
argument — all the light of the world — could not 
make this plain clause in the constitution more in- 
lelligibte than it was. Yet gentlemen had attempt- 
ed to interpolate in it a meaning which it did not 
possess, and which was' never intended to be there. 
It was only necessary, therefore, to call up their 
own witnesses to testify against them. 

It was absurd to suppose that, under the power 
of admitting new States, Congress ever would, or 
ever could, admit every or any foreign nation, but 
such OS assimilated exactly with the States already 
in the Union, in habits, principles, language, reli- 

f ion, political institutions, and everything else that 
istinguishes us as one people from nations with 
which we cannot and will not unite. 

Oentlemen who suppose this exercise of the 
power of Congress would be the establishment of 
the pnnciple that all the world may be annexed to 
this Union, seem to imagine thu the word [may, 



in the constitution, means miut — aa if it were vrit- 
ten in the constitution, "new States miut be sdmiunl 
by the Congress into this Union." Did not tlie 
word may leave the wise discretion with Congitn 
of refusinf admission to any State not suited in er^ 
ry pcurticuTar to the enjoyment and participation of 
our federal government? Was it, in point of fad, 
possible that Congress could abuwtne power, k 
imaeined by the gentleman who used the ponibiliiy 
of abuse as an argument of opposition to this mat- 
sure? 

The use of the powers granted by the constitiiiion 
ia, with regard to many of them, discretionary— for 
instance, the power declaring; war; but will any om 
contend that because we nave the power we tmi 
declare war? or because we may maike commernal 
regulations with foreign governments we mast auki 
them with every foreign government in the world' 
Yet the cases are analogous to that of the power of 
admitting new Statvs into the Union. 

(' Mr. M., after a variety of arguments and illus- 
trations, showing that such objections were entitW 
to no weight, adverted to the question of the linuts- 
tion of the power to accomplish the object of ik 
annexation of Texas by the treaty-making po«w. 
It was held, on the other side, that thia joinl rwola- 
tion^wasa usurpation of the treaty-making power 
Now, he had always held, and he maintained ii 
waa the best sustained doctrine, that the trteij- 
making power was a subordinate exert-iM of povfr 
' not a paramount power, nor intended to oe so 

though you may, by the exercise of the treaty. 
lakiiig power, acquire territory, the power cannct 

enlarged to the admission of^ new States into tfe 

nion. The subordinate power may be exereisct. 
tuse it IS most convenient for the purpose, in tlv 
afcuisition of territory; but the superior ftinctioe is 
n sing that territory to the dignity and tank o(i 
S ite belongs to the paramount power — that rf 
C ngress. 

n the convention that formed the constitution, 
it ras first proposed that Congress should, joint^T 
wi ;h the executive, exercise the treaty-making pov- 
er but, on full discussion of the subject, it ym 
fo ind that great inconvenience might arise from iw 
w m of secrecy in conducting n^otiations, and i- 
ni lly it was delegated to the executive by and ii lis 
th s consent of the Senate. And why was a majon. 
ty of two-thirds of the Senate required for the n&i- 
cs tion of treaties? The reason waa historically dc- 
m mstrable: it was that, as some compensatioii fo; 
th ! security which the derjsion of Congress wobn! 
anord, a graater majority of the Senate -was requiitt. 
since the number of the functional departmeca 
which would have to be consulted was duniniibv 
to two, instead of three, as originally designed. 

In proof of these positions, Mr. M. c^aoted largtij 
from the proceedings of the convention, and •!» 
from various numbers of the Federalist, written by 
Mr. Madison. 

In conclusion, Mr. M. turned to the expedien'r 
of the measure and dwelt with great force ontli' 
necessity for this acquisition of a sister &ate toll* 
southern States, assaded and in danger as they ww . 
andsUndlngso much in need of accession for ;k? 
preservation of their rights and property from lb* 
invading spirit of the age. He commended hi|rfel? 
the manly stand taken by the senator from Poi''; 
sylvania [Mr. BucHaNAN] in defence of the consti- 
tution; and complimented that senator for it" 
promptitude and fearlessness with which he hadv- 
ways sustained the guaranties of that sacred inttrv- 
ment. 

The South stood partlculariy iit need of as^ 
strength. Not so with the North. The pecn'c- 
property of the South was prohibited from pasuc; 
a given boundary. There was no limitation to if 
interests of the North. Such a thing never ru 
thought of as that the South could invade or unw- 
meddle with the institutions of the North; batsi.'- 
was not the fact with regard to the danger contini-- 
ly threatened of Innovations by the North on ii<f 
institutions of the South. As a southern man— ^■ 
a senator from Maryland — as a slave holder ho- 
self, he felt and knew the growing want of fur'-- 
security against these threatened innovatiors. ' 
was impossible for the people of the slavehoU: ! 
States to shut their eyea to what was pasmne srt>^ - 
them and throughout the worid. It was bis £' 
conviction that, by strengthening the South, so a> 
enable her to preserve her balance in the Union, r- 
Union would, in the language of the conwtu: 
itself, be made more perfect, justice would tr t' 
established, domestic tranquillity better insurpd, -' 
common defence better proviaed for, ibe p^- 
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wdfiu* better promoted, aai the bleesinga of liberty 
to onrselTea and otir posterity better secured. All 
this could be accomplished by this measure; and, 
thsrefbre, it should have his cordial support. Let 
Ibatlonestar in the far South, whose appropriate 
place is io our sallaxy — now looking to us through 
leais of kindred affection for the fraternal invitation, 
rome to our embrace and participate in the prace, 
pmsperity and happiness of our Union.' 

Mr. HUNTINGTON next obtained the floor, 
and addressrd the Senate for upwards of two 
honre. 

His argument was chiefly directed against the ex- 
ercise of legislative action on this subject, denying 
that the power granted to Congress of admitting 
new States legitimately applied to any but new 
Sutes, arising out of the territory of the Upiled 
Suites. 

It was past five o'clock when Mr. H. came to 
the consiaeration of the expediency of the measure, 
and being much exhausted, he solirited the indul- 
^nce o( the Senate to be allowed to make a brief 
explanation of his views on that point to- morrow. 

The question bein^j put by the CHAIK on pass- 
ing over the subject informally, and a majority ob- 
viously assenting. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Prioat, February 21, 1845. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SENATE BILLS. 

The following bills were received <Vom the Sen- 
ate, and were read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred: 

Ad act explanatory of an act entitled an act ma- 
king appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of government for the year 1639. 

An act to authorize the South Carolina railroad 
compeuiy to import certain pipes and machinery free 
of duty. 

An act for tin payment of the 4th regiment in the 
3d brigade of the 3a division of the Vermont militia, 
for services at the battle of Plattsburg. 

An act for the relief of J. Throckmorton. 

An act to authorize a relocation of land warrants 
numbers 3, 4, and 5, granted by Congress to General 
Lafayette. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives of 
George Duval, a Cherokee. 

An act vesting with the county commissioners of 
the county'of Wyandott, the right to certain town lots, 
snd out-lots in the town of Upper Sandusky, in the 
State of Ohio. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to amend 
the act entitled an act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the fiscal year ending the 30th day 
of June, 1845, ^aas read a third time and passed. 

Mr. R. CllAPMAN moved that the House take 
up the bill to grant to the Tennessee and Coosa rail- 
road company a right of way through the public 
tods of the tJnitedStates. 

Mr. HOPKINS offered the following amendment 
IS an additional section, which he said ought to be 
nserted in all such bills, to prevent these railroad 
»mpaniea making exorbitant charges for carrying 
he mails. 

"Sr.c. 3. .Snd hr it furihrr macttd. That it ihsll he the 
Nitj of^be railroad comiiany, when the raid rtHtd »hall be 
ompleted, to iranisport the United 91utes mail on said road, 

lotig and no often aa can are made to travel over laid 
oad, when rc<]ueBted to do so hy the roAtmaster (f«ner&l, 
ccordinf^ to a f chedule to he preacribed, fur which a com. 
eolation shall be paid hj- the Poit Office Department, not 
xceediog that paia for average of stage service for the 
ime hein^ within the States of Tennessee and Alabama; and 

1 case of the failure or refusal of the said railroad compa- 
7 to comply with the terms of tbia section, the right of 
'ay granted by this bill shall be abrogated and annnlled." 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN moved the previous quea- 
on; which was sustained by the House. 

On the amendment the votes was taken by yeas 
nd yeas, and resulted thus: yeas 133, nays 23. 

So the amendment viras agreed to. 

The question recurring on the engrossment of the 
ill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, read a third 
me, and passed. 

DRAWBACKS. 

The bill from the Senate to allow drawbacks on 
ireign merchandise exported ui original packages 
I Chihuahua and Santa Fj, in Mexico, came up, 
ith the amendment proposed by the Conunittee on 
ommerce. 

The amendment — comprising several sections, its 



general character being indicated by the concoirdant 
amendment to the title of the bill which it operates, 
viz: the addition of the words, "and the British 
North American provinces adjoining the United 
States" — liaving been read, was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and, 
having been read a third time by its amended title, 
was passed. 

Mr. WILLIAM WRIGHT asked leave, and, 
objections being made, (after considerable conversa- 
tion on points of order,) moved to suspend the 
rules to allow him to present resolutions of the legis- 
lature of New Jersey on the subject of postage. 

The motion was agreed to; and llie rules being 
suspended, 

Mr. W. presented the resolutions; which were 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VANCE moved to suspend the rules for the 
reception of reports which do not give rise to debate: 
rejected. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Sadkders, of North Carolina, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill — the committee acting under reso- 
hitioMs by which the general debate had been ter- 
minated, and five minutes for explanation were al- 
lowed to gentlemen offering amendments, imd five 
minutes to the committee for reply. 

Mr. PRATT moved the following amendment, to 
come in after the 289th line: 

For laying the foundation of the west wing of the Patent 
Oflke, under the direction of the President, |s,000; and the 
Uke sum for laying the foundation of the south wins ol the 
Treasury boildiog, under the direction of the Preaiiwnt. 

Mr. P. explained tliat it was necessary to lay the 
fbundalions m advance, to give time for them to set- 
tle, as the walls were liabfe to crack if put up im- 
mediately on hiying the (bundations. 

Mr. McKAif was peHiKtly willing that these 
buildings should be put up. Ha thought they were 
needed for the use of the govemment. But they 
ought not to come in this bill, but a separate one for 
this pm^NMe. He thought, moreover, the appropri- 
ation proposed was too small to accomplish the 
work. He honed the amendment woidd I e rejedled. 

Mr. PRATT said the sum was plenty large 
enough to lay the foundations, which was all that 
was wanted. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. SLIDEXiL moved an amendment, to come in 
after line 397, appropriating |100,000 for the erec- 
tion of a public building for a ouatom-houaein New 
Orieans. 

The CHAIRMAN considered that a more proper 
place for this amendment was a subsequent stage of 
the bill. 

After some ronversation on this point, 

Mr. SLIDELL withdrew the amendment, to re- 
new it another place. 

Mr. LYON offered the following amendment, to 
come in after the word "dollars," in line 293: 

"Provided said oflice shall be removed to, and kept at, 
such plaee in the State of Michigan aa the President may 
from time to time direct: and, on the removal of the said of- 
See, as aforesaid, to the State of Michigan, or ai soon there- 
after as practicable, the surveyor general of said district 
shall be required to deliver over to the secretaries of state 
ofthe Slates of Ohio ami Indians, or such other ofttcerv as 
may be authorised to receive them, all the field notes, maps, 
records, and other papers, ai)pertaining to the snrreys vA 
land titles within their limits respectively; and on the com* 
pletion of all fiitnre public xarveys, which may be nsde in 
said States, to deliver over, in like manner aa aforenid, all 
the Seld-notea, mspa, recorda, and other papers relating 
to the same." 

Mr. LYON observed that a good many amend- 
menta has been offered to take money out of the 
treasury; but this one was intended to prevent it 
from being taken out. The surveyor general's of- 
was now kept at Cincinnati; and it was well known 
that all the lands in Ohio had been surveyed for the 
last tan years. Hm principal part of tne surveys 
now going on were in Michigan; and, as the oflioe 
of the surveyor was so far removed firom that Stale, 
it was impossible for him to superintend the sur- 
veys, and, consequently, they were frequently inae- 
curate, and sometimes fraudulently made. This 
involved the ner.essity of having new surveys made, 
and an additional and unnecessary expenae to the 
govenunent. The amendment was in accordance 
with the advice of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Oflice and the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 



Mr. SAMPLE moved to amend the amendment, 
by inserting after the word "Michigan," the woia 
"Indiana." Mr. S. argued that there was a large 
quantity of land yet to be surveyed in Indiana, and 
it was important to the public service to have the 
surveyor general's office in the centre of the dis- 
tricts to be surveyed. 

The question being taken, Mr. S.'s amendment 
was rejected. 

After some remarks from Mr. McDOWELL in 
opposition to the amendment, it was agree.d to. 

Mr. CAUSIN moved to strike out the clause ap- 
propriating (^,290 for four assistant drawkeepers 
for the Potomac bridge, and for oil, lamps, re- 
pairs, &c. 

Mr. CAUSIN offered this amendment on the 
ground that the House had refused to make an ap- 
propriation for the bridge across the eastern branch 
of the Potomac; and he thought it exceedingly un- 
just to tax the citizens of Maryland for passing into 
one side of the District, across the eastern branch 
of the Potomac, while there was a free bridge 
across the western branch. He thought if there 
was a free bridge across one branch of the Potomac, 
there should be a free bridge across the otlier. ' 

Mr. HAMLIN observed that he could by no 
means admit the correstticss of the doctrine laid 
down by the eei^tleman from Maryland, that they 
were to make legislation equal by performing two 
unjust acts of legislation. And least of all would 
he do it for the State of Maryland — a State that 
taxes every citizen of the United States who is com- 
pelled to pass over her soil. He asked the gentle- 
man if the SttUe of Maryland, through one of her 
corporations — the Baltimore and Washington Rail- 
road Company— .did not levy an exorbitant tax on 
every person who travelled over a portion of her 
soil' He would be the last man to vole in favor of 
the ^ntleman's amendment, out of any peculiar 
consideration for the State of Maryland, which 
placed herself in the position of taxing the travelling 
public that may be compelled to pass over a portion 
of her soil. When the gendeman asked wny the 
poor persons coming into this city should be taxed 
for passing over the bridge leading to it, he would 
ask him, m return, why the whole people of the 
United States should be taxed for building a bridge 
widi whioh they had no concern. 

Mr. CAUSIN withdrew his amendment; and, by 
moving to strike out the words, "and repair* of 
bridge," obtained five minutes more to explain and 
advocate the proposition he before submitted. 
Having occupied his allotted time, he whhdrew the 
amenimient 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the item was 
amended by the addition of the words, "and for 
airearagea due." 

When the items were read making appropria- 
tions for the branch mint at Chariotte, North Caro- 
lina, 

Mr. PRATT moved to strike out the whole of 
these items. He remarked that this branch had al- 
ready "coat more than it came to." He bad ob- 
tained information from the Treasury Department, 
showing that the cost of maintaining the Chariotte 
mint hM been 11183,743, and the whole coinage there 
was only $1,100,0(X). This was paying at the mt« 
of rixfeen per cent, for coinw^e at Charlotte, while 
the branch at Dahlonega cost Uttle more than half as 
much (9 per cent.) for coinage; and the other branch, 
at New Orieans, cost less than 6 per cent. Why, 
sir, (said Mr. Pbatt,) it would not cost the govem- 
ment one quarter as much to pay all exjpenses of 
transportation of gold ore, backwards and forwards, 
from Chariotte to Dahlonega, or New Orleans, or 
Philadelphia, for coinage, aa was the difference in the 
eost for doing the business at Charlotte. And here we 
have proposed appropriations forming a total of 
/brfy-oiu uuiu$and doUan for buildings and fixtures, 
instead of those which were burnt, besides the an- 
nual cost of many thousands for sustaining it. There 
is such a thing aa "buying gold too dear," and he 
thought this Chariotte branch mint forcibly illus- 
trated the old adage about "paying too dear for the 
whistle." 

This aaaendment, under various forma of pro- 
posed amendments, was debated bv Mr. D. M. 
BARRINGER, Mr. DROMGOOLE, Mr. I. E. 
HOLMES, and others. The amendment of the 
gentleman from New Yoric was then rejected, and 
Die itema was slightly amended on the motion of 
Mr. BARRINGER. 

Mr. BARRINGER, in the course of his remarks, 
said he desired, before the vote was taken, to sub- 
mit lame observations on the subject now befin^ 
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the committee. It wm one of eqiecial interest to 
his own constituents, as the mint was located in his. 
district With them, et leant, there was but one 
opinion in regard to the propriety of continuing the 
branch mint at Charlotte; and this opinion hadl)een 
strongly manifested by numerous petilions present- 
ed by him to this House in favor of the measure, 
sifned by citizens without distinction of party. 
The subject, too, was one of moment to the State 
which, in part, he had the honor to represent, as 
had been shown by the passa^ of resolutions, 
through both branches of her legislature, at its re- 
cent session, asking Coneress to make the necessary 
appropriation now called for. And it is important 
to a large section of the South, and, indeed, he 
might say, of the whole country, as it involved con- 
siderations of public policy, which cannot but en- 
gage the concern of every class of the community. 
The destruction of this branch mint had been felt as 
a serious injury, detrimental not only to the imme- 
diate section of the country he represented, but to 
the State and the community at large. The ques- 
tion before the committee is, Shall it be re-established 
and placed in a condition to resume its opera- 
tioa' I think it the duty of Congress to pass 
this clause of the bill for that purpose. The 
Committee of Ways and Means, to whom I had this 
subject teferred at an early part of the session, have 
reported an appropriation of $25,000 for the erection 
of the necesiary buildings, and J10,O0O for the re- 
pair and purchase of machinery, tools, &c. The 
act of Congress establishing the branch mints was 
approved on the 3d of March, 1835, and appropri- 
ated ^0,000 for the branch at Charlotte, North 
Carolina. This branch, with the others then estab- 
lished, went into operation during Ihe year 1838, 
and continued its operations, with increasing suc- 
cess and benefit to the country, till July Inst, when 
the principal building and most of the machinery 
were destroyed by fire. 

The law creating this branch mint, Mr, Chair 
man, is still unrepealed — still in force on your stat- 
ute-book; and there is now before Congress no 
proposition to repeal it. I might, then, sir, well 
rest the propriety and necessity of this appropria- 
tion on the duty of Congress to carry into effect 
the provisions of a law which ia still m existence, 
and obligatory in its injunctions, though its object 
has been temporarily defeated by an event over 
which we had no control. I might rely with the 
pieater confidence on this duty of Congress, espe- 
cially as the policy of the branch mints has been re- 
peatedly concurred in and reaffirmed by Congress; 
and heretofore every attempt to abolish them, di- 
rectly or indirectly, has signally failed. These at- 
tempts, too, have been unsuccessful when the 
reasons for the icontinuance of these establish- 
ments were less urgent and forcible than at 
present. I trust, sir, thia body will not be 
disposed to availitself of the unfortunate destruction 
of the branch mint at Charlotte, and make an in- 
vidious distinction injurious especially to the region 
of country I represent, and a large portion of the 
South, by disregarding a law now in force, and dis- 
continuing the operations of this mint, in the mid.it 
of the gold region, while the other branches are 
kept up. 

The question then recurs, Mr. Chairman, ought 
the branch mints to be continued? Wa.s the policy 
of their estiblishment a just and projjer one.> and 
have the objects of their creation been fulfilled thus 
far? And if not fully answered, liave their refiilis 
been siich as to justify the government in saneiioii- 
ihg their continuance? I have, under all circum- 
stances, since the important re.iiilts of the di.-icovcry 
of the gold region, been the advocate of these insii- 
tutions, properly establLihed and conducted. The 
power to coin money ia one of the highest preroga- 
tives of sovereignly. This power is exclusively in 
the general government. The Slates, by some of 
whom it was exercised through their own mints be- 
fore the adoption of the constitution, have entirely 
surrendered it by that instrument. But, in this Fnr- 
render, it is apparent, from the construction then 
given to the federal constitution, (and especially 
from No. 44 of the Federalist, written by Mr. Madi- 
son,) th it the States still claimed the right to have 
local mints under the new government, if they were 
deemed necessary to their interests and the public 
good. 

If it be said, Mr. Chairman, that the principal 
mint at Philadelphia has the means to coin all the 
eold and silver bullion that will probably ever be ta- 
ken to it for that purpose, the adonission may well 
be made, and yet the argument is not answered. 



It is the duty of the government having the sove- 
reign power of coinage and regulating the value 
thereof, not merely to coin money, but to diffuae and 
distribute, as far as practicable, its coinage in its 
own country; to afford facilities for the acquisition 
and accumulation of bullion; to lessen the risk and 
expense of its transportation to the mints; and to fos- 
ter and encourage its production and conversion into 
coin. The precious metals constitute the only true 
basis of a good paper currency, besides fiirmshing 
the safest currency of themselves. This basis 
should be as wide and as strong as possible, consistent 
with the wants and condition of a great commercial 
nation. These, sir, are approved and unquestiona- 
ble truths; not of 8eetionBi,but high national impor- 
tance. In a country of so largean extent as the United 
States embrace, one mint for coinage is inadequate to 
answer all the purposes of this power in the con- 
stitutton. This is especially true when the mother 
mint is at a point so distant from the gold regions. 
Its location may, and certainly does, answer a most 
valuable object, being central to the trade and com- 
merce of the Union. 

If the intercourse between the different portions 
of this country was more easy and less expensive 
than it is, especially from the interior of the gold re- 
gion to the seaboanl, there might he, perhaps, more 
force in the objection to ailditional mints. What, 
sir, has been the policy of other nations in thia 
respect. Even in England, where, for obvious rea- 
sons, there is but one mint, where the facilities of 
trnvel and transportation are greater throiigiiout the 
kingdom ihan they are, as yet, in ihe limits of al- 
most any one of the States of this Union; even there, 
the government has autliorized distinct systems of 
coinage, and separate establishments for her nu- 
merous colonics. Franc*, before the year 1773, 
ha^ tliirty-on« mints. In that year they were re- 
duced to eighteen; and even now, when communi- 
cation is rendered so rapid and cheap by modem 
improvements through the whole extent of her 
kingdom, she still has six mints, viz: at Paris, Bor- 
deaux, Lille, Lyons, Rouen, and Strasburg. Mexi- 
co, where the precious metals are found, has eight 
mints, viz: at Mexico, Zncetecas, Durango, Guan- 
axuato, Chihuahua, Ouadalaxare, San Louis Po- 
tosi, and the mint of the State of Mexico at TIalpan. 
Peru has three mints, viz: at Lima, Cuzco, and 
Arequips. Prussia has a mint at Berlin, and one at 
Dusaeldorf. Denmark one at Copenhagen, and a 
branch at Altona. Under Francis 2d, of Austria, 
titular Emperor of Qermeny, Austria had a separate 
coinage for each of the fonr regions of Austria, Him- 
gary, Lombardy, and the Low Countries, now Bel- 

fium. Each of the seven States of the Netherlands 
ad its own aoinage; Spain has a mint at Madrid, 
at Seville, and at BarceloDa. In Switzerland, each 
eanton has the prerogative of coinage. 

The wisdom and policy of branch mints are 
much enhanced by the valuable mineral dise4>ve- 
riea in our country — particularly of gold. They 
are becoming more tmporunt to our trade and com- 
merce, and m all our moneyed intercourse. The 
mming interest, though yet in its infancy, embraces 
a very considerable portion of the South. New 
developments are being made daily, new and richer 
mines are constantly discovered, and their annual 
product i:9 regularly increasing. This increase will 
IM! still greater in con.'?equence of the low prices of 
agricultural produce; more particularly of our chief 
staple, cotton, of which there is already an over-pro- 
duction. Labor will be diverted from these chnniiel-s, 
and, with additional onpitnl, he employed in mining 
purcuiis. There is already a very large ejipittil in- 
vc'tcd in this growing iiittrr.'t. Hy the eensus of 
1810, which in this a,>< in many oilier respects, is 
very imperfect, and falls much below the retU tiulli, 
in the year 1839, there were then employed in gold 
niinir^ 1046 persons; capital invested J.234,.i0l); 
and gold raised, f.'iSg.oOO; of which North Carolina 
produced jia.'ifi.OilO, and Georgia $122,000; >Soml> 
Carolina, Virginia, Alabama, and Tennesae, Ihe 
remainder. The amount then deposited for coinage 
was $38.5,000. The annual aver.-\ge coinage since 
1830 to 1842, embracing a period when the mines 
bcjan to yield l.irger products than before, was 
$55.5,000. The average annual production was then 
estimated at $800,000. It is now much larger — 
certainly much 'more than a million a year. In- 
deed, sir, in 1843, the coinage of the branch mints 
at Charlotte and Dahlonega alone was $877,787. 
During the hist six months, in North Carolina, there 
have been at least 5,01)0 persons employed in 
mining operations, and in the gold region generally 
more than double that number. In the gold region 



of my own State, and from a few mines in Snuih 
Carolina in reach of the -mint at ChaHote, from d&la 
it my posiesaion derived from rdiable soaices, I 
estimate the amount found last year at $600,OUU, 
and in Georgia an amount equal at least (o that sum. 
As an illustration of Ihe extent, and the kind of labor 
and capital which is beginning now to be mon 
successfully employed in mtniiig operations, I vili 
remark that I have in my possession eertilicain 
from three small companies, composed of plain hii; 
respectable men, wliose veracity I can vouch for, 
and who labor with their ovni hands in their pm, 
stating that from one hill, in one of the counties I 
represent, with sixteen hands, in eighteen montlH 
preceding November last, they raised f51,97nworth 
of gold. This sum was raised from vein mines, Jt 
a small comparative expense. The mines, too, arf 
now worked with more skill and science, and Wa 
expense than formerly. Our own people are diielly 
engaged in them; and in a great degree tbey arrdr 
that class of laboren who cannot, without murh 
loss and inconvenience, transmit -their bullinn to 
Philadelphia; and who, without the faciNties fur- 
nished by the branch mints, are subjected to heavy 
exactions, which they are little able to bear, by 
being compelled to bring their gold into nuuk«, 
at a discount for the benefit of dealers anj 
speculaton who can belter af&rd the litk 
and expense of remittance to the mother mint 
The expense of transportation is estimated at fmm 
3 to 5 per cent., and the loss on sales at the j)la<-e "•' 
production, without the aid of the branch mints fi' 
nishing the true tests and the means of obta.ri.r; 
the real value, is at least from 5 i'i 10 per cfii 
among the mass of the miners. The netloes, ihwr- 
fore, to the laborers on the real value of their Iw!- 
lion, is from 8 to 15 per cent. To those laborers, 3 
mint within their reach is all-important. It i« a bc-r 
indeed. It is a just and real protection to their do- 
mestic industry, giving a new and vigorous impu'.f 
to a most laboriotls and hazardous pursuit. 

Permit me here, Mr. Chairman, to read an extras 
from the director of the mint at Philadelphia, msii 
to Congress on the 23d of Jsnuary, 1844, showirj 
the coinage of tlie bmnch mints at Charlntte anil 
Dahlonega, from their commencement in 183? f 
1844, to illustrate the importance of these inst:^- 
tions to the gold region o(^ the South and the cotn- 
try. Mr. B. here read the following extract fr.w. 
that report, observing that he would not refer to it- 
operations of' the branch at New Orleans, as ihsi 
mint seemed to be regarded now as indispensable; 

Statement of the amovnls coined annwiUy at ihe frrsari 
nmts, from the commev«munl of Ihth- operatimH w 
til December 31, 1843. 
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During the past year, sir, but for the exent %!. 
has rendered this appropriation necessary, 1 
amount of coinage at the Charlotte branch w. 
have been still larger than that of the prerea. 
year. The amount, for seven months ol^the v 
preceding the burning of Ihe mint, was $JG7.34r> 
a large increase overthe corresponding time .n' • 
former year. And the superintendent thinkfs . 
for that event, it would have been, for th* wc: 1 
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rear, between four and five hundred thouiand dol- 
us. The gold region, sir, is an extensive one; 
ntl without tlie braucn mints, il roust not only 
e subjected to the loss and inconvenience al- 
tady alluded to, but the important policy of 
le nation in coining at least its own native 
ullion, by its own mints, wQl be, in a very 
jnsiderable degree, defeated; for without them 
large portion of gold will be carried elsewhere 
lan to the mint ut Philadelphia. It will be melted 
ito bars and ingots, and exported as an article of 
iirclundise and exchange to foreign markets, and, 
I ilmi extent, at leust, be an injury to tlic national 
i.ii.ii't; or de])Osited with mints of private coinage, 
iitiiililied without the authority of thegovernraotit. 
need not here, sir, dilate on the evils attending the 
ii.i;ige of private mints. We have had some ex- 
■rience in the gold region on this subject, (perhaps 
"ler as favorable circunistaucrs as eslabli^shmcnls 
■ ilcis Kind could l>c Qonductcd,) and we have felt 
f (iijiivcialion and want of uniformity in the mr- 
ncy, which will alwiiys inevitably follow their 
tniions. By the mints of the government, loo, 
r, you preient much fraud in buying and selling 
lilion, when a ready means of detection is fur- 
ehed, not only for adulternted metal, but base coin. 
Tlicy give us, also, as far as such establishments 
n accomplish that end, a currency of coin in the 
■cleg of our own trade in ilie gold region. I am 
' advocate, air, for an e.xcluf ivo metallic currency; 
ch a theory would be Ibund to be utterly imprac- 
ublc in the present condition of our country, and 
tolly inclficient for the vast commerce of this na- 
n. But, sir, I desire to see the specie basis en- 
gcd. I wish to see as much coin as possible in 
! moneyed intercourse of the people; and I think 
I have a right, at least, for our share of it in the 
Id region, at the places of production. When 
(en to Philadelphia, our bullion rarely returns in 
: shape of coin. When converted al branch 
uts. It circulates, and is retained among us, at 
St for a considerable time. In asking this appro- 
Biiun, we demand but an act of justice to that 
tion of the country which seeks and derives but 
Ic benefit from the legislation of the government, 
er than the general blessings which now from its 
niniatratiou. 

The location at Charlotte is at a thriving and pop- 
us town for tlie interior, and central for all that ace- 
I of the gold region. Making every allowance 
the difficulties which aiteaded the conuuence- 
Jt of its operation, or, if you choose, for early 
irs, perhaps inseperable from its organization, 
beneficial results and success of the branch mint 
'harlotte have fully justified tlie reasons of its 
blishment. Individual enterprise or local ex- 
in caimot supply the loss we have sustained, 
lusl be repaired by the general government if at 
We desire not an e.xpeiisive but an efficient 
safe establishment. From the estimate and 
of the director of the mother mint, this appro- 
Uon will answer tliat purpose. This compar- 
:ly .small expense is indispensable to secure the 
ct. There Ih still uninjured a considerable 
mil of the public property, which can be usrd 
be rc-cslabli«hmciit of the mint, and which 
Id be a loss without it. I trust, therefore, that 
CongresM will not depart from a policy which 
jeeii gravely adopted, which has proved bene- 
in itj« practice,aud which is detnaiided by every 
deration of justice and propriety, 
r. HOLMES intimated his purpose toofieraii 
dment to remove the branch mitit to Charlea- 
South Caroltna. 

r. BARRINQER, in reply, said that so far as 
old region was interested, there might almost 
ill be no branch mint, ns to remove it to Charles- 
All the reasons of policy which at first ap- 
to the creation of the branch minis, operate 
as much force against Charleston as PhUa- 
k. Charleston is on the sea board. The 
» have little communication with that city. 
It by the slow transportation of wagons. Il is 
than 200 miles from Charlotte, which is the 
I of the gold region. Besides the increased 
be which would be incurred by the removal, 
Would be the entire loss of the public property 
iurlotte. It would, in short, be an act of erosa 
fee to my Slate, and in direct conflict with the 
f which originally established the branch 

ramendntent offered by Mr. Bamumocii, pro- 
; for the expenditure of the appropriations for 
Biich mint at Charlotte, as soon as practicable. 



was then adopted, as the annual appropriations un- 
der the bill do not go into eflTect till July next. 

When the item was read making an appropriation 
of ^13,700 for compensation and mileac^e of the 
members of the legislatire aasembly of W iscomin 
Territory, pay of iu offioeni and attendaola, prinw 
■ ing, stationery, fuel, and other incidental UM con- 
tingent expenses, 

Mr. H. DODOB moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all between lines 37S and 375, and to 
insert the followingt 

For compensation and miteflge of the members of the 
legislutivH assembly, fiay of olttcent and uUendants, prjnt- 
iiti;. s'taitoaery, fuel, and all other contingvut cs|)eubcs, 
ih.Ui. 

Mr. D. said that his amendment was in strict ac- 
cordance with the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, whose duty it was made, by the law es- 
tablishing the territorial government of Wisconsin, 
to submit an annual estimate for the amount re- 
quired to defray its expenses. He read an extract 
from the organic law, as follows: 

"And there slmll aI«o he approprlntcd annually n sujfiritn 
sum, to he cxpt'ink-i! l.y ihc ^'ccretary of the Tlea«ury, .ind 
upon an estinmte to be made by the Secretary of the Ti'eaxury 
of the l.'nited States, to defray the expenses of the legislative 
assembly, the printing of Uie lows, and other incidental ex- 
penses; and the secretary of the Territory shall annually 
account to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
states for the iniuuler iu which the aibiesaid sum shall havo 
been expended." 

Mr. D. went on to say that he hoped the amend- 
ment he had offered to the bill under consideration 
would be adopted. The organic hkw of Congress of 
the 20th of April, 1836, from which he had just 
read, made it the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to make the annual estimate for the ex- 
penses of the legislative assembly of the Territory 
of Wisconsin. 

Mr. D. considered that aet of Congress a compact 
between the United States and the people of the 
Territory. Its object was to enable the legislature 
to pass such laws as are suited to their slate and 
condition, subject to the supervision of Congress. 
At the time the act refeired to was passed, the popu- 
lation of Wisconsin, including the recent Territory 
of Iowa, was supposed not to exceed 23,000 souls. 
The. legislature was aathorized by thut law to ex- 
tend their sessions to seventy-five' days. With a 
population at this time of perhaps sixty thousand, 
tlie wants of the people bad greatly inereased ; and, 
to limit their sessions to a shorter time, would be an 
act of injustice to the people be represented. The 
eatimate of the Seentary of the Tre<SHiry, and aito 
that of the governor of the Teitilory, ore for the 
same amount. The Committal) of Ways and Means, 
in tlieir present bill, bad reported |3,5S9 less than 
the amount reported in tlie some bill last 
year. Why this dififezaice.' Our populalion i* 
rapidly inci«aain^, oad the neeessiiy of legislation 
would increase in propoitioB to our numbers. It 
is said, (said Mr. D.) that we will not take the pre- 
paratory steps for our admission as a State, until the 
appnipriations made by Congress are reduced so 
low that we will be denied the means with which to 
pay those who are to make our laws. There ore 
now two TcrritoricM, Florida and Iowa, for whose 
admission as Suites bills have passed this House. 
Mr. D. thotight the admission of two Slotee, at one 
aesaion of Congress, wim doing pretty well. The 
people of Wisconsin, at a recent election, determin- 
ed by their vote, against holding a convention for 
the formation of a State government. The imroi- 
gratioii to Wisconsin was from every section of the 
Union. Manv of her inhabhsnts are foreigners, who 
have left their native country to seek an asylum in 
this land of freedom and eqiul rights; and it is for 
the people of Wisconsin to determine when they 
will take upon themselves the burdens of self-gov- 
ernment. Mr. D. could not consent that his con- 
stituents should be deprived of any of the right* se- 
cured to them by the existing laws of Congress. If 
(said Mr. D.) th^ state of the treaanry is sueh that 
it is necessary to retrench the legtstative expendi- 
tures of the Territory of Wiaeoosin, let the pru- 
iring-knife be applied to the Mlaries of the covemoiv 
secretory, and Wdgee. Reduce the per diem and 
mileage of the delegate in Congress from that Ter- 
ritory; but do not deprive the people of tke meaoa of 
making laws for their government. 

It is true (said Mr. D.) that we are in yonr pow- 
er, and that this House con deprive us of the Aeons 
of supporting and deA«ying the necessary expenses 
of lbs lerrilorial eavemment. Congreas con repeal 
the organic law of 1836, and leave us to lake care 
of ourselvee. Em Mr. D. could not believe that 



this House would do so great an act of injustice as 
to withhold from his constituents the amount her»- 
tofore appropriated for the current expenses of the 
annual sessions of the legislature. 

It Vtts true that economy in the appropriations of 
public money was desirable and proper; but be 
thought, in reference to his Territory, that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means were carrying their re- 
trenchment too far. This (said Mr. D.) is a gov- 
ernment of the people, and even-handed justice 
should be meted out to every portion of this extend- 
ed republic. ''Mr. 0> would call the attention of the 
House to tlie fact, that three millions of dollars haJd 
been paid into the treasury by his constituents for 
public lands; and as they formed a Territory of the 
United States, it would seem an act of justice to ap- 
propriate a sufficient sum to enable them to enjoy 
the oenefits of good government. 

Mr. McKAY opposed the increase of the appro- 
priation as proposed by the amendment, and went 
into explanations to »how why the Committee of 
Ways and Means had considered the amount in the 
bUl ($13,700) sutficienU 

Tlie question was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE offered the following: 

".itti he it/itrlherttuKlti, That whatever halaneeof the 
appropriation made at the last session of Congress for legit- 
lative expenses of the Territory of Iowa, &.C., there rosy he 
reiiiaining, after the liquidation of tlie arrearages of ex- 
penses of previous sessions of said legislature, as provided 
for in the act of the 17th of June, 1S44, be, and the same is 
hereby, applied to the payment of the exiHinses of the con. 
veiitiou which was held in Iowa in the months of Octobei- 
and November last, for the foimatioa of a Stats oonstita- 
tion.^^ 

Mr. D. explained the object of his amendment. 
He said that the legislative assembly of Iowa had 
met in extra session in the month of June last, and 
had passed, in view of the steps which were then 
taking for the organization of a State government, 
an act postponing their annual session from the 
first Monday in December hut to the first Monday 
in AprU next The object of the assembly in 
passing this law (Mr. D. said) would perhaps be 
best understood by having it read. 

Here Mr. D. sent an authenticated copy of the 
act of the legidative assembly of Iowa, entitled "an 
act to postpone the next annual election of members 
of the legislative assembiT of Iowa, and to pronde 
for the payment of legislative debts;" which was 
read by the Clerk. 

Mr. D. said that members would observe, from 
the provisions of the lav just read, that the abject 
of the legislature of Iowa in passing it was twofold. 
First, to provide for the payment of aU the outstand- 
ing debu which had been oontrectsd at previous 
sessions ofthat body. Second, to obtain whatever 
amount there might bo after the payment of those 
debts, to defmy the expenses of a convention which 
hod then been recently voted for by the people of 
Iowa— to tlie end that the contemplated Stale might 
enter the Union unembarrasaed snd free of dwt. 
Mr. D. said that the motives whieh had prompted 
the passage of this law, and the objects which it 
nought to cflect, were, in his estimation, highly 

Craiseworthy ; and he trusted that the House wouM, 
y the adoption of his amendment, give its sanction 
to Ixith. So faroa this goyemroent was concerned, 
itdidnotbootitacent. The money was now ap- 
propriated for legiahuive expenses, and would be 
so used imless Congress should consent to its tnme- 
fer. By consenting, members would have the pleao- 
ing reflection lo know that they had in some 
sliirht degree contributed to lessen the burdens 
which an mfiint and stru^ing community in the 
Far West were abou t tokmg upon themselves. He 
alluded to the preparatory steps towards self-gov- 
ernment, which he was proud to know the people 
of Iowa were about to assume, and which would 
certainly result in no inconsiderable saving to the 
government of the United States. 

Mr. D. said that he had had the honor, at on 
early day of the present session of Congress, to 
bring this subject of a transfer of the remaming 
balance of the last legislative appropriation for Iowa 
to the attention of the CominiUee of Ways sod 
Means. He regretted that that committee had not 
received the proposition of his legislature with more 
favor. The nononible chairman [Mr. McKay] had 
imm^iately discovered in it, as he thought, a most 
dangerous precedent — one which would lead to the 
expenditure of untold miUionB. That gentleman 
had immediately beheld, in the vista of the future, 
all the new States that had formed constitutions 
rising up and presenting to this government claims 
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for reimbursement of the sums expended by them 
in the formation of their conalilutiona. 

He wa« rote that the honorable |;6ntleroan would, 
in his reply to him, (Mr. D.,) agam bold op to the 
Houae, aa he had to the committee, the alarmmgcon- 
aequences which were to rcault to the govemmenl of 
the United Statea from the recognition of thia, aa he 
eateemed it, a new and dangeroua principle. Mr. 
D. would anticipate this part of tiia argument by 
calling upon membcra from the new States to say, 
aa he was sure they would aay, that no such claims 
would ever bepreferrcd by any of them. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, and several other mem- 
ben firom new States, responded that nope such 
ever would be preaentad by any of them. 

Mr. DODQE, in condusioo, called the attention 
of members to the fiiet that, although "Uncle Sam" 
had never paid the expansea of any of the conven- 
tiooa in the new Slotea ror the formation of their con- 
stitutions, no application had ever been made, aa 
thia wtm simj^y for a tranafer. You have appro- 
priated (said Mr. D.) eight or nine thousana dol- 
iats to defray the expenaea of a aeasion of our legis- 
klore. To this you are agreed. But we aay, to 
relieve us from taxation, we would prefer to use 
this money to pay the members of our oonvention. 
Will you not consent' 

Mr. McKAY said, although, u (he gentleman 
contended, this propoidtion might not cost the gov- 
ernment a single cent nominally, he objected to it aa 
being the estaUisbment of a new precedent-<the 
payment of all similar conventiens of the Territory 
ui future — a thing which had never yet been done; 
and also that it would encourage the oringing up of 
aimilar daima on the part of those States drrady ad- 
mitted. 

The amendment vras rejected. 

Mr. LEVY moved an amendment to insert in the 
clause appropriating for legislative expenses in 
Florida, &«., the woras "and for arrearages." 

Afler a remark by Mr. L. and by Mr. McKAY, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY moved an amendment to add a 
proviso at the dose of the usual fbimer annual ap- 
propriations for Iowa and Florida, that, in case of 
their admission into the Union, the appropriations 
be applied to the expenditures inddent tnereto. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LEVY moved an amendment to add an ap- 
propriation of 110,000 for the pay of the members of 
the legislative assembly of that Territory for the aea- 
sion of 1845. 

Mr. L. advocated and Mr. McKAY opposed the 
amendment. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McILAY moved to amend tke dause Ar 
oompeosalion of district attorneys, by an additional 
appropriation of|5,000 for the employment of lul- 
ditional counsel m defoooe for the Uniled Slatea in 
suits arising under Uie act of the hat aeasion for the 
•djostment of private land daima in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and porta of Missouri, and 
Miasissippi. 

He explained that lands to the amount of millions 
were involved, and that additional legal services to 
those of the district attorney might be required. 

The amendmeot was agieed to. 

Mr. MeKAY oflbted an amendment to come in 
at the end of the clause making appropriations for 
the judiciary, in the following words: 

"A part of which v»j Iw applied te ntke good any da- 
Heioacv that any havo ocitamd ia tba •ppnpristioai iitr 
tbii object for Uia fl«c«l jtu wutiag SOtli June, 184&.'' 

AAer a brief explanation from Mr. McK., this 
anMndment was agreed to. 

Mr- CAUSIN offered an amendment making an 
apprapTiatien of |99,S00 for a ttte bridge acrosa the 
eastern braiteh of the Potomac. 

The CHAIR decided thia amendment to be out of 
order. 

Mr. PRATT offered the following amendmeni, to 
come in under the head of miacellaneoos items: 

"For eoaipeiuatioa and Incidantil expeiuei of a boiid of 
tluvo eomiBlMionan, to be tppointsd by tbs Pretidimt and 
Senate, and tn araot io June d«xI, for tbc pnrpote of iuYeati- 
gatinc tlie condition of the public buraaui at Wailiington, 
witli tht view ol ivportiog to the n«xt Concren a plan for 
roorfaniainfr tlie ifovenunent ofliooa at Wafhington to aa to 
•oaaliM daUea and niaitoi with rvferencejlo their raaponii- 
billtloa, and topromoto efflciency and economy in tiantact- 
inc Ik* Dubllc bniineu couequent on the increaia of onr 
popalatlan, and extendinr onr interconnw with ibreirn na- 
ilou, $13,000. 

The CHAIR decided this amendment to be out 
of order. 

filr. SLIDBLL offered an amendment appropria- 
ting 1100,000 for the erection of a costom-hoose at 



New Orleans in front of the square appropriated for 
that object. 

Mr. S. said that this amendment was recommend- 
ed by the Committee on Commerce, and read por- 
tiona of the report of that committee in relation to 
the aulriect. 

Mr. McKAY objected to the amendment on the 
ground that there was no specific plan before the 
committee, and therefore a plan might be adopted aa 
in the case of the cusU)m-nouse at Boston, which 
would cost the government ovw a million of dollars. 
There was no knowing where it would end. He 
also objected, that the title to the ground was not se- 
cured to the United States. 

On taking the question, the amendment was re- 
eeted. 

Mr. SLIDELL aubmitted an amendment appro- 
priating |1,000 for a plan and estimates for a cus- 
tom-house at New Orleans on the ground in part of 
the square appropriated for that purpose, provided 
the ^ound be conveyed to the United States by a 
good and siiffldent title by the 1st munidpality of 
the city of New Orleans. 

Mr. McKAY proposed to reduce the appropria- 
tion to |500; which being accepted by Mr. Slioeix, 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMES otfered an amendment appropria- 
ting #5,000 for repairs of the custom-house at 
Charleaton, South Carolina; which, after a brief ex- 
planation from Mr. H., was agreed to. 

Mr. STILES offered an amendment appropriat- 
ing 30,000 for the erection of a cuatom-nouae at 
Shivannah. It was, he said, a fact, not known to 
die House, that there was not, and never had been, a 
custom-house at Savannah. 

The CHAIR said that the amendment was not in 
order, there not being' a Uw providing for the erec- 
tion of the building. 

Mr. BLACK appealed fivm the decision of the 
Chair. 

Mr. STILES observed that in 1818, there was an 
appropriation passed for the building of a custom- 
house at Savannah. So that, as early as that day, 
it was thought necessary to have a custom-house at 
that place. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman was not in order, 
the question being on the appeal of his colleague, 
[Mr Black J 

Mr. HARALSON hoped the repreaenUtives 
fh>m Georgia would be allowed to be heard on this 
question. The grounds of the decision of the 
Chair were, that Uiere was no such bill recognised 
by law. liiat was a mistake; there waa a law pro- 
viding for the erection of a custom-house at Savan- 
nah, and it was erected, but it was burned down be- 
fore it could be used. 

Mr. STILES said the object of the appropriation 
sought for by tlie amendment just offered was for 
the erection of a custom-house building in the dty 
of Savannah, Oeoivia. It was a fact perhaps un- 
known to most of the committee, that the officers of 
government had never possess e d the fhcilities and 
advantages of custom-bouse buildings in tliat city; 
and he challenged contradiction in the statement 
that there was not another city in the Union, of the 
size and commercial importance of Savannah, which 
labored under a similar inconvenience. The im- 
ports and exports of that dty — *a an official state- 
ment of the Chamber of Commerce of that dty. 
which he held in his hand, would ahow— omountea 
annually to a sum exceeding twenty-two millions of 
doUars. Br official retuma from the Treasury De- 
partment, the amount of entrances and dearances 
reached 121,613 toaa, and the average gross reve- 
nues for each year f91,579 03. As early aa 1818, 
the matter having been brought to the consideration 
of Congress, it waa thought — at as early a period aa 
that, twenty-seven yearsaince — that a custom-bouse 
in that dty was both neceasary and demanded by 
the commercial importance of the dty; that then, 
an appropriation was granted, a site procured, and a 
cnstom-house building erected; but, before it was 
completed, and had been occupied, it was con- 
sumed by fire, in 1890, when that dty suffered so 
severely fh>m conflagration; that, from hia earli- 
est recollection, the custom-house officers had held 
their offices in an old and unsuitable building, 
known as the Exchange, where many of the city 
offices were kept; where the collector was unprovi- 
ded with neceasary storiiMr-room; and for which, 
whilst it waa altogether unfit and inappropriate, the 
government had been subjected to a heavy annual 
expense for rent He trusted that the bare mention 
ofthefiustof the want ofacAistmn-hoose in Savan- 
nah, togetbor with a proper exhibit, which he had 



made, of her commercial importance, would com 
mend the measure to the favorable consideration o 
the committee, and procure the passage of tin 
amendment. 

The CHAIR said he Was not before aware of iIk 
law to which the gentleman referred. He would re 
verse his decision, and rule the amendment to ix 
in order. 

On putting the question, the amendment wa 
agreed to. 

Several amendments were ^bmitted, which lli^ 
Chair announced to be out of order. 

On motion of Mr. WEILLER, the appropriaibi 
for the coast survey waa increaaed from #80,000 t 
#88,000; and the item for the publication of map 
and charta, the materiola for which have been accu 
mutating tn the office of the coast survey, was r< 
duced from #12,000 to #4,000; ao that the total c 
the two items remained the eame. 

Several other amendments were offered, and re 
jected; but in the confusion which prevailed, thei 
purport could not be aacertuned. 

Mr. LYON offered the following as a proviso I 
•ne of the items making appropriauons for survey 
of public lands: 

FrecUei, That the nirveyor general for Oxi Statet < 
Ohio, Indiana and Michigan, ilialTbe anthorizMl to pay k 
the snrveyt to bo executed in the nortlicrn peninsola < 
IMicUgan, and in the northom part of the aoutheni p«ui 
aula of tliat State, ata rate not exc»edine fife dollan [< 
mile for townaliip boundarie*, and four doUan per mile l; 
Motion linea. 

The amendment waa rejected. 

To the items under the head of intercourse vii) 
foreign nations, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to insert the k) 
lowing item: 

For outfits for ministers to Great Britain, Tnsit 
Spain, Russia, Austria, Prussia, and Me:ii : 
#63,000. 

Mr. WELLER. Why not Brazil' 

The vote was taken by tellers, Meosrs. Hash 
■ ON and Samfl* bdng appointed; but the vote at 
irregularly given, and the result was aoroevK 
douotful. 

Mr. LYON called for another count, which n 
taken, and the amendmeot was rejected. 

Mr. PARMENTER offered the following ameif- 
ment' "and for outfit to said minialers #72,000, a 
so much thereof as may be necessary." 

On taking the question this amendment «a 
agreed to, ayes 70, noea 55. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered an amendnetf 
providing for the salaries of certain chorgn k^ 
affaires at fo teig a o u u s li; and 

Mr. WINTHROP having called for a dirij* 
so as to take the question separatdy on each; < 

The question was severally taken, and decided^ 
follows: , 

Por the salary of Henry Ledyard as dm 
d'affaires at Paris, 19,456: agreed to. 1 

For the salary of , the charg€ d'offiuiat 

Spain, #1,769: rejected. J 

Por the salary of J. B. Hutchinson, rhif 
d'affairea at Portugal, #900: rejected. J 

For the salary of B. Gibson, chargf d'affairtj 
Russia, #1,387 50: rejected. J 

For the salary of Benjamin E. Green, as eta 
d'affaires at Mexico, #1069 45: rejected. 

To Alexander H. Everett, for office rent «t 
minister at Spain, #956 39, and to the same p«M 
#3,440, for losses on bilb of exchange dram ' 
him: rejected. 

Mr. PRATT offered an amendment approprai 
#40,000 for extending our intercourse with }m 
rejected. I 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL ofiered an amcadul 
appropriating #6,000 for aalary, and #6,000 f* 4 
fit, for a minister resident at China; and #2,^| 
salary of a Chinese interpreter and BeeTetBrT 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the amen 
by making the appropriation #9,000 for salsiy, 
#9,000 for outfit, for a minister plenipoteotiar 
stead of #6,000 salary, and the same sum a* 
for a minister resident; also #9,500 for inf-' 
and secretary. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL accepted the 
as a substitute for Us; and it waa agreed to 
a dirision. 

Mr. SLIDELL ofiered an amendment. 
Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to 
the clerks of the custom-house at New OrkM 
arrears of their salariea, on the sanra pnocU 
has been applied to the derks st the cusMMi 
at New York, Philadelphia, and Boaton. 

Mr. LABRANCHE moved an 
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same place to another a«ction, to repeal that section 
of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill which 
relate* to the custoro-hotise at New Orleans. 

A Tier wme irresalar conveisation by Messni. 
SLIDELL and McKAY, 

The amendment was rejected. 

To the laat clause of the bill, relative to congres- 
sional printing, 

Mr. WINTHROP offered an amendment to ^dd 
a provLBo that hei)ceforth all advertisements and of- 
ficial notices issued by the executive departments of 
government or by the public officers stationed at the 
•eat of government, shall be published at Washing- 
ton in two daily papers of opposite politics, bavine 
the largest regular circulation, provided that the al- 
lowance therefor shall not exceed the usual rates 
paid by private individuals. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the amend- 
ment was rejected — ayes 53, noes 58. 

Mr. McETAY offered an emendment, which, by 
permission of the House, be explained. It wjuld 
be recollected, he said, that two years aeo a law had 
been passed regulating the number of clerks in the 
various public offices here, and contiuing them one 
year. At the last session, an act had t^en passed 
to continue their employment until the 1st or July 
next. The object oi this amendment was to contin- 
ue to the 1st of January a certain number of these 
clerks. There were now in the Land Office 84 clerks; 
afler the first of July that number might be reduced, 
according to the estimate of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to 60 clerks. It was pro- 
posed that this excess of 24, if the public service re- 
quired, should be transferred to, and employed in, 
the other departments. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment to the amendment by striking out the clause 
allowing the said 34 clerks to be truisferred. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY modified his amendment, so as 
further to provide that the excess of appropriation 
for the General Land Office shall be applied to the 
payment of any clerks which may be employed in 
other offices in the Treasury Department. 

The amendment of Mr. McKat, as amended and 
modified, w as a greed to. 

Mr. PRATT moved an amendment appropriat- 
ing ^1,400 for railing and preserving the War and 
Navy Departments. 

The questiou was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY moved an amendment containing a 
series of appropriations to supply deficianiea of 
appropriations for the Vice President of the United 
Slates, for the contiugent expenses of the House of 
Representatives, for the Treasury Department, 

Mr. TIB BAITS moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to add to that part thereof in relation 
to the contingent expenses of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, a clause providing that, out of this ap- 
propriation, there should be paid to William L. 
uoggin $834 for his per diem and mileage as a mem- 
ber of this House, while contesting the seat of 
Thos. W. Gilmer. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. WHITE moved an amendment to the 
amendment to provide further payment of |940 to 
to John M. Botts, as a member of this House while 
contesting the seat of John W. Jones. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. REXFE moved an amendment to the amend- 
ment; which was rejected. 

The amendment of Mr, McKat, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY now offered (on his own responsi- 
bility, not as chairman of the Ck>mmittee of Ways 
and Means, in which capacity he had offered the 
preceding amendments) an amendment providing 
that, from and afXer the day aforesaid, viz: 30tn 
June, 1845, the members of the House of Repreaeh- 
tatives and senators, shall receive for mileage ^ for 
every 30 miles coming to and returning urom the 
seat of government, to lie computed accoraing to the 
rule laid down in the preceding section. 

Mr. SLIDELL moved to amend the amendment, 
by adding a proviso that no member of either 
House shall receive any per diem allowance for 
any time when absent from hia seat for other causes 
except indisposition. 

Mr. RHETT raised the point of order against 
the amendment, on the ground of incongruity — the 
bill appropriating for expenses for the current ytur. 



and the amendment proposing legislation, to be of 
future operation. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of of 
der. 

Mr. SLIDELL modified his amendment to the 
amendment, so as to provide fiirther for the reduc- 
tion of the per diem allowance of members to f6. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment as modified, was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment as 
amended, 

Mr. W. X. BROWN moved to amend the ammd- 
ment by adding the fallowing words: 

"And hereafter the compeniiation of members of Congrest 
•lull be t6 per diem." 

Mr. COBB. Oh! make it fifty cents. 

The amendment was agreed to, the vote being 
taken by Messrs. Coss and BAaaiNCER, who re- 
ported o2 in the affirmative, and 57 in the negative. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved to strike out "6," and 
insert "4," so as to moke the mileage i4 for every 
twenty miles of travel; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to strike out "6" and in- 
sert "4" as the per diem of members; which was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. BARNARD offered an amendment to the 
amendment, so as to provide that the mileage of 
members shall be apportioned so as to provide for a 
diminution tliereof for all distances beyond five hun- 
dred miles, at the rate of |3 for each one hundred 
and fifty miles. 

The amendment was negatived — 45 voting in the 
affirmative, and 70 in the negative. 

Mr. R. SMITH moved an amendment to increase 
the salary of the district judge of Illinois from il,eOO 
to «1,500. 

Mr. SAMPLE moved to include Indiana in diat 
amendment; which was rejected. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to add Missouri; which 
was rejected. 

The amendment also was rejected. 

Mr. BARNARD renewed his proposition given 
above. 

The CHAIRMAN decided it to be out of order. 

Mr. BARNARD appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

On which tellers were called for, and Messrs. 
RuaiELi. and Tucker were appointed. They re- 
ported 73 in the affirmative. 

The appeal was then abandoned, and the decision 
of the Chair was sustained. 

A further amendment of Mr. McKAY and an 
amendment of Mr. Q. DAVIS (both offered from 
the Committee of Ways and Means) were respect- 
ively adopted. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK moved an amendment as an 
additional section, providing that the furniture pur- 
chased for the President's House shall be of Amer- 
ican manufacture, if it can be purchased on equal 
terms of quality and price with other; if not, that it 
diall be'purchased at the lowest price, irrespective of 
theplaoe where mimufactured. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to— ayes St, noes 61. 

AmendmeiiUi were further offered by Mr. O'. 
DAVIS to limit the expenses of the collection of the 
customs at New York to |389,315; and to distribute { 
500,000 acres of land among certain of the States to 
place them on a footing of equality with the other 
Slates: rejected. 

Further amendments, offered by Messrs. W. 
HUNT, GRINNELL, A. STEWART, and 
HAMLIN, were rejected, or were ruled out of or- 
der. 

Mr. PAYNE moved an amendment appropria- 
ting f4,000 to take up the outstanding certificate* 
and evidences of the revolutionary debt. 

He inquired of the Chairman if it was in order to 
have read a letter from the Register of the Treasury 
on this subject. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was not 

Mr. PAYNE. Is it in order for the committee 
to vote underatandingly on this or on any other sub- 
ject' 

[Many voices "Oh no, no."] 

Mr moved an amendment provid- 
ing that hereafter it shall not be lawilil for the Clerk 
ofihe House of Representatives to draw from the 
contingent fund and hold under hia control any sum 
exceeding the amount of his official bonds. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

On motion, the committee rose and reported the 
bill and the several amendments adopted to the 
House. 
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Mr. BURKE obtained the floor, and moved the 
previous question ; but yielded momentarily, on 
pledge of its renewal, to 

Mr. McKAY, who said a part of the amendment 
adopted by the committee, and reported to the 
House, of (^,750 for the payment for books dis- 
tributed, Mras for the "Documentary History of the 
Revolution." There were in the Department of 
State 385 volumes of this work. Of course, the 
number required to be executed could be supplied 
from the department. He proposed to deduct the 
sum of |16,000 for these wortcs, and also to add a 
proviso that no part of this sum should be paid un- 
til the Committee on Accounts had examined the 
charges, and reported to the Clerk that the ehaiges 
are fair and reasonable. 

Mr. McEu concluded by moving the previous 
question. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

Mr. PHCENIX: The mUUos of Edwwnl Howe, JuiL.sod 
Ti othen, in lavor ot the Senate bill for the redaction of 
fottage. 

By Mr. HUBBELL: A petition prajrinc for a mtil roQta 
from Ctniitco, New Vork, to Bsth, Naw Vork. 

By Mr. POLLOCK: Tlie petition of Biunuol D. Jordiin and 
A3 othen. citizens of Noilnumberland couuty, Peunsylva- 
nia. preying^for the pusage of the Senate bill redacing 
poatage, lie. 

By Mr. BVKAM ORECN: Tbs petiUoa of M eitivma of 
the town of l.odi. Seneca county, new Tork, requuting a 
reduction of the rates of poatage. 

By Mr. A. P. STONE- The memorial of Jamea Rnaaellsnd 
49 olhera, citizena of the Stale of Ohio, playing CoBgmt to 
famiih aaid BuaaeU with meana to oonatnict a national 
ilanetarittm at Washington: taleired to the Joint Commit- 

e on the Library. 

By Mr. DANA: The petition of Marrena Meaaer and 
about am eltixana of Fann Yaa, Kew Voric. praying th« 
almlitlon of the franking pririlega and the nduotlon of let- 
ter postage to a uniform rate of two centa, and newapaper 
poatage in proportion: referred to the Committee on the 
Poet oner and Foat Roada. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: The memorial of members of tlw 
bar and judiciary of the State of New York, aslung Con- 
gress to make prevision for having the reports of the 6u- 
fireme Court of the ITnited States placed with the atatutes of 
ha United Slatea, in the aeveral county elark oSe«s of the 
diiTerent Statos of the Union: rcttrrsd to tlte CoaunittSe on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The memorial of eltizena of New 
Ton, aaldnglfor a nduction of poetage. 

CoRMtcTioM — In our report of yesterday's pro- 
eeedings, we stated that the amendment submittad 
by Mr. Owen relative to a building for the War 
and Navy Departments, and which was adopted by 
a vote of 86 to 38 in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
vided only for the employment, by the President, of 
an ardiilect to prepare plans of the building, and to 
report Ikerton. This was erroneous. The amend- 
ment provided for the preparatioo of plana for such 
a building as may be ultimately neceaaary for these . 
departments, and for the aeftiai <ree<i<m of such por- 
tion of the same as may be required for present 
purposes. And, for that purpose, it appropriatea the 
sum of SeO.OOO. 

IN SENATE. 
Satosdav, February 33, 1844. 

The PRESIDENT pro (em. laid before the Senate 
a report (torn the Commissioner of the General 
Lata Office, in answer to n resolution of the 17lh 
inst., coiioerning certain errors or frauds in the sui^ 
veysof the landin the State of Michigan; which, 
on motion by Mr. WOODBRIDOB, was ordered 
to be printed. 

Also a report (h>m the Secre tar y of the Treasury, 
showing the official emoluments and expenditures of 
officers of customs, for certificates and disburse- 
ments for light-houses; which was referred to the 
Committee on Comroeree, and ordered to be print' 
ed. 

Mr. FRANCIS presented a memorial of theSociety 
of Friends, of New England, remonstrating acainst 
the annexation of Texas to the United Slates; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, and be prinu 
ed. 

The PRESIDENT^ (em. laid before the Sena's 
a report from the R^ruter of the Treasury, trans- 
mittmg statements of the conunerce and navigation 
between the United Slates and foreign countries; 
which, on motion by Mr. JARNAOIN, was ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, 1,500 co- 
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pica — tbe usual quaotily — were oideted to be print- 
ed for ihe use of the Senate. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a menioriitl from 
John Hall, of Berks county, PeansyWania, now 
83 yean of dee, one of the surviving crew under 
Captain Paul Jones, asking a pension from Con- 
grew: referred to the Comtmtiee on Pensions. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from tlie Committee on 
Public iModa, made a report in wiiting; wbicli was 
ordered to be printed, on tbe petition of a number of 
citizena of Indiana, praying tbe ooneetion of em er- 
ror in tbe surreys of the public land in White coun- 
ty, Indiana. 

Mr. CHOATE, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
extension of Morse's eleetrcvmagnF tic telegraph from 
Baltimore to the city of New York; which was read 
twice, uid referred to the Committee pn Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, it was srdered that 
the Commiitee on the Library be discharged from 
the fiirther consideration of the petition of. Thomas 
N. Bryan, and that he have leave to withdraw his 
papers. ^^ 

On motion by Mr. STUROEON, it was ordered 
that Mai^garet and Agnes Bighara have leave to 
withdraw their petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, it was ordered that 
A. A. Miller have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers from the files of Ihe Senate. 

Mr. MILLER, ftom the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back, without amend- 
ment^ and with a recommendation that it be in- 
definitely postponed, the bill for therelief of Oeorge- 
town, in the District of Columbia. 

The joint resolution authorizing and requiring the 
issuing of patents for certain lands granted to the 
Stale of Arkansas, was read the second time. 

Several adverse reports of the standiag commitr 
tees on private claims were concurred in. 

The Senate bill allowing a drawback on foreign 
merdiandise exported in original packages to Chi- 
huahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico, having been re- 
turned from tbe House with amendments, was, on 
the motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, recommitted 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The bill from the House, entided an act granting 
to the Tenmeasee and Coosa Railroad Company the 
right of way through the public lands of the United 
States, was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

The bill providing for appeals in cases of bank- 
ruptcy was again taken up for consideration, the 
question immediately pending being the amendment 
to tlie amendment submitted by Mr. Woodbdry 
restricting tJie right of appeal to cases in which a 
final decree may liereaAer be given by tlie courts in 
the exercise of summary jurisdiction. 

Messrs. BERRIEN and DICKINSON went into 
a legal argument, showing that the object of the 
bill—which was to grant appeals in all cases, past as 
well as future, where the courts have made decieea 
in the exercise of final jurisdiction — would be de- 
feated. They, therefore, were of^MMd t» tbe 
amendment. 

Mr. WOODBURY, though lie was no- advocate 
for the bankrupt law, thought the present bill would 
interfere with vested ri^ls which may have been 
acquired by the final decrees of the courts in the ex- 
ercise of summary jurisdiction under that law. 
He was opposed, alter a final judgment of a court, 
to tbe legislature interfering to give a new trial. 
That could better be done by another tribunal, if 
an illeeal decree had been given. If Congress 
could do so under the law, they might go back 
twenty years and get an appeal in those cases where 
property was vested by final decree, and passed 
into huudreds of hands since. It would be a salu- 
tary provision of Uw to give appeals in future cases; 
but past cases were beyond their reach. 

Mr. CHOATE agreed with the senator ofNew 
Hampshire in hi* views. He thought, however, 
that legislation was entirely unnecessary, so far 
as it was intended to grant appeals in those cases 
where the courts had exercised a jurisdiction which 
.th^ have no right to exercise. 

The matter was further discussed by Messrs. 
BERRIEN and DICKINSON, and, on the sugges- 
tion of Mr. WOODBURY, passed by informally. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, with an amendment, the bill to 
amend the joint reaoialion approved the ISth June, 
1844, in relation to the cdlectiog, arranging, and 
classifying statinticai information. 

Also, reported back, with an amendment, the bill 
from the lioww making an appropriation for the 



support of the military Academy at West Point for 
the year ending 30ih June, 1846. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs was discharged from the furthier con- 
sideration of the memorial of James Marsh, praying 
Conereas to purchase his invention for a dry dock 
at Charleston, South Carolina. 

The fbllowine engrossed bills were read the third 
time, and passed, viz: 

An act supplementary to tbe act to repeal an act 
for the better organization of the district court of 
the United States, within the State of Louisiana, 
and for other purpooes, approved February 18, 
1845. 

An act to extend the patent heretofore granted to 
William Wood worth. 

An act to extend tlie jurisdiction of the district 
courts of the United States to certain cases upon 
tbe lakey and navigable waters leading to and con- 
nected with tbe same. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to examine and test tbe Putman plowing and 
dredging machine. 

An act for the relief of the corporation of Wash- 
ngton. 

An act to amend an act to carry into effect with 
the Stales of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing 
compacts with those States with r^iaxd to the five 
per cenL fund and school reservations; and. 

An act for the relief of Noah Miller, of the State 
of Maine. 

Mr. WALKER presented the credentials of Hon. 
JsstB Spbiobt, elected by the legislature of Missis- 
sippi a senator of the United States from that State 
for six years from the 4lh of March. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and tbe joint resolution 
for the benefit of Mrs. Mary Thompson, the widow 
of Lieut. Col. Thompson, was taken up for consid- 
eration, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. JARNAGIN opposed the bill, and Messrs. 
DIX and SEVIER advocated iu passage. It was, 
iMwever* passed by iaformolly, for funher exami- 
nation. 

THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution for annexing Texas to the United 
States — tlie question immediately pending being 
a proposition for indefinite postponement. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, in continuation of his re- 
marks of yesterday, addressed tlie Senate for ut>- 
wards of an hour, chiefiy on the inexpediency of the 
measure of annexation. He argued that we had 
more territory than we could for a^es to come oc- 
cupy, and consequently had no occasion for the ad- 
dition of Texas. 

He dissented from all the positions taken by the 
senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Buchanan] on the 
expediency of immedinle action, and urged the pro- 
priety of taking longer time to consider the matter. 

He recapitulated the arguments of the senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Mobehead,] and the senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Choatb,] with which, 
in the main, he concurred. 

In conclusion, he eulogized Ihe constitution, and 
inToked senators to preserve it inviolate. 

Mr. ASHLEY said he rose to address the Sen- 
ate upon this occasion, embarrassed by a very severe 
cold, and embarrassed by the position in which he 
had been placed in consequence of the able argu- 
ments wnich had been heard upon this ques- 
tion. Situated, however, as he was, he would fitel 
that he was recreant to the duty be owed to 
the noble Slate which had confided to him the posi- 
tion that he now occupied, if he should suffer this 
question to pass withoiU doing something more than 
to give his silent vote. When he said that this 
whole subject was a new one to him, and that he 
bad had no further opportunity of examining it 
than that which he had acquired since he had been 
a member of this body, it would not be surprising 
perhaps that be should adopt what had beer odoot- 
ed by gentlemen who had preceded him. The 
course of this debate had been surprising to him — 
perhaps for want of information. He spoke of the 
mode in which this question had been argued— the 
mode of construing the opinions and judgment and. 
wisdom of our forefathers, which had been set 
down not by any course that he had ever heard of 
in the practice of law. 

Let him ask gentlemen if it had ever occurred be- 
fore that an argument had been made use of for as- 
certaining what were the motives of a large body of 
indiTidttda by reftmog to the motives of a small 



nu mber ? The convention that framed the consti- 
tution was a body of men as large as those who com- 
composed this assembly — somewhat larger, he be- 
lieved. And whose opmions had been talcen as evi- 
deficeoftbe matives of that body? The opiniom 
of Mr. Madison, Gouvemeur MorriSj Luther litt- 
tin, and some two or three other individuals ; and the 
motives of these few were taken as the motives of 
the whole mass of the convention. Take one of 
your statutes — take the post office law, which we had 
been acting upon during the present session of Con- 
gress : some half dozen gentlemen had spoken 
upon the subject- It was passed through by a ma- 
jority of 33. W hen that law comes to be questioned 
in a court of justice, would it not be extraordinanr if 
the opinions of those half dozen who had spoken 
upop the subject should be taken as expressing the 
opinions of all, and the general opinion of the whole 
assembly should be disregarded ? It was, to his ap- 
prehension, the strarigest course imaginable, that we 
are to resort to the motives of a few individuals for 
the purpose of ascertaining those which governed 
tbe whole body. He would, in any case, grant the 
propriety of going back to cotemporaneous history 
for ascertaining an expression of the situation of the 
whole country ; but ne would not grant the pro- 
priety of examining^ the opinion of three or four men. 

Under what circumstances had this argu- 
ment been mode use of? For the purpose of 
showing the doubts as to power? For the purpose 
of putting a construction upon the face of that which 
admits of doubt' No: for no such purpose; but for 
the purpose of raising a doubt to destroy the plain 
and obvious constmction on the face of the consti- 
tution. Was not this true' Had not tbe argu- 
ments made use of by the hdnoreole Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] and by the Senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Morehead,] and every other gen- 
tleman on that side, been directed to that object' 

This mode of proceeding was different from any 
course which he had ever seen passed when a ques- 
tion of construction came up for adjudication before 
a court of justice. 

He would be as brief as possible. He claimed 
that this territory belongs 10 us now; that we had 
never parted with it; that we had no power to part 
with it. He claimed that, by the concurrent au- 
thority of every prominent man in the country, we 
did acquire Texas by the treaty of 1803. This had 
been assented to by all — by the public minisfen 
on both sides, and recognised byjtlie Spanish minis- 
ter himself- Assuming that as true, then — aiid he 
had heard many men admit the truth of ihc propo- 
sition, and yet deny that Texas, in consequence of 
the subsequent action of this government, continued 
a portion of the territory of the United Slates — how 
did she lose her citizenship or nationality by any act 
to which she did not consent' 

He was an advocate of the strict construction of 
the constitution. He had been educated to believe 
that it was the only manner in which we could keep 
up a government of delegated powere within the 
limits prescribed to it; and be would apply this 
course to all cases upon which he should be called 
upon to vole. He was wilUng to extend it as lib- 
erally as the nature of .the case would legitimoiely 
i«quira, to carry into execution thoae delegated 
powere. The power to admit new States into this 
Union must be exercised in one of two difiiereiii 
ways. How was it to be exercised? What au- 
thority does this grant of power giv^ If it be ne- 
cessary that we should acquire uie territory fini, 
then it grants to us the powei to acquire loiTilory. 
If it grants us the power to acquire the land first, 
then the constitution must givt the power to admit 
that territory into the Union; because, unless we 
first had the power to bring it in, we could not erect 
States out of it, "arising mthin the Umitt of the 
Union." l.et us lake the converse of the propost- 
tion. Have we, in consequence of this grant of 
power to form new States, the right to dupoae of 
the people? No; he did not admit the rig^ 
Let him refer to theonly clause of the coostituuoo 
under which we oonld act: 

**The CoHgrvM ahall have power to dispose of. sad valic 
all Deetlful rules and-tegulations rKsyecUug, tbe K-iritory cr 
other proper^ bsjougme to the Uniteil Stales; and notbisg 
in this constitution shsn bn so constnifcif as to pnjadjcv 
Rcy clsiius of tile United States, or,ol~ an}* psLTticiilar stue " 

Could any senator daim — would he dare to 
daim — in the face of rhe American nation, that this 
gives the power to part with one solitary citizan so 
acquired? When iney speak of dispoeinr of terrtU)- 
ry and other ftoptny belonging to the United 
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eovernment, mean lands, and nothiDt; but lands. 
What did we acquire under the treaty of 1803i' We 
acquired not only territory, but . inhabitants. We 
give tbem a guaranty, by our previous action, that 
they shall be formed into Slates, and admitted into 
this Union; and unless gentlemen contend that the 
free sovereign people of this Territory, who are ad- 
mitted with the Territory, should be sold like sheep 
in the shambles, then they cannot claim ^at this 
government baa any power to part with those peo- 
ple over which it has acquired the right of jurisdic- 
tion. He cared not how ttany treaties were made; 
it would still be in vain to argue that there is a grant 
of power in the constitution to da such an act; and 
although it might be said that here we are resuming 
what we have already disposed of, the answer is 
porfeetly plain. In forming this constitution, we 
mtended to limit the operations of this govemmeiit; 
and when they are so hnaited, we must keep them 
within those limits, or make an act beyond those 
Units null and void. 

If there is a concurrence of every portion of the 
sovereign authorities of this government that they 
possess no power but what they derive from this 
instrument, then Texas, so far as it was included in 
the treaty of 1803, belongs to us; and he rejected 
the idea that, if it once l)elonged to us, we could 
part with it. He denied that our acquiescence 
nad anything to do with it. We had no right 
whatever to dispose of its people and property. 
We might acquiesce for a hundred years; but we 
must recur back to it again, and inquire what was 
the authority? and if we find that it was not given 
to us, we are bound to observe our relations to it 
as if we had never done that act. To whom did we 
cede this territory.' Not to Mexico, which 
now chiima it. We coded it to Spain. 
And has she interposed any claim since 
this question was first agitated? No! Mexico was 
the only claimant And how did she make a claim? 
By rebellion — by forming herself into a distinct gov- 
ernment. But aid she even maintain her independ- 
ence in Texas at that time? Never- He claimed, 
then, that this territory was legitimately and pinp- 
erly ours now, and steered dear of all the objections 
that he had beard upon all sides upon this subject. 
He would not detain the Senate by referring to 
them. 

This was the view of the people who inhabited 
that portion of the country. We had e^ndencc of it 
in the convention that met at Mackatok, in 1819. 
Tliey there came forward and indignantly remon- 
strated against this act of usurpation — for he should 
give it no other name — (fti the part of the govern- 
ment of the United States, in ceding them and giv- 
ing them away to Spain, in the way thafit did. 

Let him refer to another point. How did we get 
rid of the obligation of the treaty of 1803? He ad- 
mitted it was not binding upon us that new States 
Eould be admitted by the force of tlie treaty, unless 
with the sanction of Congress. And why? Because 
Congress alone, in the terms of the constitution, had 
the power to admit new States into this Union; and 
although the treaty undertook to oblige us to do that 
act, yet the treaty did not bind Congress; but 
Congress ratified it, and made an appropriation of 
fifteen millions of dollars to purchase that territory. 
Therefore it was an act of all the powers of the 
sovereign aiithurilies of tliis government. How did 
we get rid of those obligations? Wc never got rid 
of them. 

He would refer to one other fitct in relation to 
this subject. The State of Arkansas, unlike most 
of the members of this American confederacy, came 
here with no humble petition for leave to be admit- 
ted as a State into the union. No; they claimed to 
come into it as a matter of right. They did not ask 
leave. They demanded it as a matter of right. 
They called a convention, and demanded admission 
under the guaranty of the treaty of 1803 — not as a 
matter of favor, but of right. Congress admitted 
the demand, and did no more than right- It was 
under the provisions of the treaty of 1803 tliat the 
first idea presented itself to them of forming a con- 
stitution, and presenting themselves for admission- 
He passed over that subject, and referred back 
asain to the subject of the treaty. What is a treaty? 
He was a good deal instrucu^ and edified by the 
argument of the gentleman from Virguiia, [Mr. 
Rivci,1 and highly gratified with the discourse 
which he had delivered to the Senate; but he was 
not quite satisfied with his definition of a treaty. 
That a treaty is a contract, all agree; but what kind 
of a contract? He would refer to what he believed 
was as good a definition as could be found: 



"A treaty is an agreement, league, or contract, IwtweeD 
tvf or mere astionB, or •oventigns, lignod by comoiiuion- 
en properly duthorized by the supreme powur of the 
•tate-" 

Now, the very terms of this definition show that 
it is a conti-act that is entered into through the agen- 
cy of commissioners- 

iMr- Dayton interposed to inquire from what 
authority the honorable senator quoted?] 

Mr. A, resumed- From the dictionary. It was 
a definition which accorded with his judgment, and 
he believed it to be a correct and proper one. - But 
the distinctive feature between this and any other 
contract, was, that it was made through the agency 
of commissioners. It was perfectly immaterial what 
name you give to it. 

Now, there was another portion of this matter 
that he could not understand. The gentlemen from 
Viiiginia, [Mr. Rites,] in the whole course of his 
argument, had seemed to asstmie that there were 
separate and distina grants of power given to the 
treaty-making department of our govemmenL He 
(Mr. AsuLXy) did not find that the treaty-making 
department had a shadow of power at all under the 
constitution, or was anything more than a kind of 
organ — a sort of handmaid, for performing the du- 
ties of this government. There was no express 
grant of power given to it in the constitution. He 
had looked into that instrument, and bis common 
sense had failed to point out to him any such express 
grant. To be sure, he had heard half a dozen 
speeches upon tlie subject, yet he could find no grant 
of power ; and if he applied the argument that he 
had heard made use of oy half a dozen gentlemen on 
the subject, to look back to the old law, and there 
find the evils and remedy, how would it apply to the 
treaty-making power now? What was the old law? 
It was, that the treaty-making power should rest with 
the legislature- What was the eviL> They could 
not negotiate with proper security and proper des- 
patch. What was the remedy? Tliey appointed 
necessary agents to do what tliey could not do 
themselves- Was this, then, a special gmnt of 
power? No. There was no special grant of power 
given to the treaty-making department of the govern- 
ment. It was merely selected as an agent, to do the 
busincsif for another department of the government. 
"Qut,^ici<per a<ium,/acM per se." 

There was another point.' Gentlemen claimed 
that the only mode by whidi we could acquire this 
foreign territory, was by treaty; and his honorable 
friend [Mr. Hdntincton] who had given him in- 
struction in tlie provisions of law, contended for the 
same exclusive power to ao(]uire it by treaty. Now, 
let him ask gentlemen was it not the strangest posi- 
tion ever advanced, that wc could do that indirectly 
which wo could not do directly? If she can first be 
admitted by the treaty-making power, and then, by 
the action of Congress, admitted as a State, what in 
it but doing indirectly what we can do directly? 
Why not go forward at once and admit her directly, 
instead of indirectly? The treaty of tlie lost session 
hud been referred to. He (Mr. A.) could not pre- 
tend to say what were the sentiment of the Texian 
minister when he entered into this treaty with our 

Snvernment. But he could say, in the language of 
Ir. Webster, that were he the functionary of 
the Texian government, when our minister was pro- 
ceeding there with such a pro]io8ition so insultmg, 
he should see that his feel should not rest upon the 
the soil. What was the proposition? A proposi- 
tion bearing indignity on the very face of it. And 
yet gentlemen are claiming that we were treating 
with Texas as an equal. Treating heras an equal ! 
by asking her to come and depend upon our mag^ 
nanimiiy to restore her to the rights of freemen ! 
The very proposition of a.sking them to treat with 
uSjWus such an indignity, that, so help him Heaven, 
ifhe was the President of the Texas, he would re- 
gard it as the greatest insult that could be perpe- 
trated upon his country. Turn the tables, and see 
how it would apply. Regarding a little State aa 
equal to the largest and moat powerful empire, if 
Texas were to come to the United States and say 
if we consented to reduce our present Union to a ter- 
ritory, she would afterwards introduce us into her 
Union, end raise us up to her standard, how would 
it,be treated? Why, it would be treated willi scorn. 
And yet such was the indignity offered to Texas. 
You must comply with the forms of our consti- 
tution — wa« the proposition — by reducing youi^ 
selves to servitude, so that we may take you by the 
hand, and extend our fostenng care over you. 

It was among the strangest things that the Tex- 
ian minister ever could have been content to nego- 



tiate a treaty with this government, which was to 
reduce the people of Texas to a state of colonial 
vassalage. 

Mr. A. here adverted to the objections ut^d on 
the other side that this was a new exercise of the 
constitutional power of admitting new States by 
legislation — that nobody ever heard of an external 
independent Suite being admitted under that clause 
till now. The reason was perfectly obvious: it 
was because this was the first time such a case re- 
Quired theexen-Jseof the power. It was ourselves 
that had raised the necessity by the wrong we had 
done to Texas in 1819. 

Mr. A. then argued the question of compacts, 
showing that the supreme power was vested in 
Congress, and the auxiliary power — the treaty-ma- 
king power — was only a subordinate power, to be 
exercised or not exercised, as convenience might 
dictate. 

He next dwelt upon the expediency of the meas- 
ure now proposed, and presented many new and 
original news on the subject, which are passed 
over in this necessarily brief synopsis, but will ap- 
pear in his speech when it can be published in full. 

Mr. DICKINSON said he had no disposition to 
protract this debate, for he felt the disadvantage of 
entering into the discussion after the subject had 
been exbaasted ; for he believed no question had re- 
ceived more attention from this Congress than that 
of the annexation of Texas. But it was not alone 
in Congress that it had been discussed ; it had been 
thoroughly investigated and canvassed before the 
people m every section of the country. He here ad- 
verted to the definitions which had been given in 
thisdebate of the word " state ;" and slated the various 
authors on national and international law, who had 
been quoted oa the subject ; but after all, he consider- 
ed the question narrowed down to the literal words 
of the constitution, and by it the power of admitting 
new States by Congress into the Union was clearly 
applicable to the admission of Texas; and it was 
only by construction snd interpolation that those 
who held a contrary opinion were able to drag this 
clause of the constitution into the support of their eu^ 
guments. 

What danger could arise from exercjsing an ex- 
press power ^nted by the constitution, and re- 
quiring no interpolation, particularly when the 
people concurred in that exercise of power? For, 
this was a subject fully canvassed before the pco- 

fle. And he thanked the senator from Louisiana 
Mr. BAaaow] for calling his attention, and that 
of his colleague, [Mr. Dix,l to the fact, when he in- 
quired of them, tlie other day, if the issue had not 
been evaded in the Slate of New York during the 
last elections. He was ready to answer the sena- 
tor; and, in speaking for himself, he beUeved he 
but uttered the sentiments of his colleague, too, 
when he said, that in all the mass meetings through- 
out the State, held by the party which came out 
triumphant at tlie elections, the question of an- 
nexation wets advocated as a prominent issue. 
Ill all their processions the banner of the lone star of 
Texas waved conspicuous, and was hailed with en- 
thusiasm. In the meetings of the other party the 
question of annexation wes denounced in terms of 
hostility as strong as were the terms of approbation 
with whicli it was spoken of by the triumphant 
party. He did not mean to say that the friends of 
annexation concurred as to. the details of the mea- 
sure ; what he said was, titat the general principle 
of annexation met with the universal concurrence of 
the psrty which came off triumphant in the elections. 
And although it was well known tliat the favorite 
and distinguished citizen of thot State who so re- 
cently was one of its representatives in this cham- 
ber had Uikcn grounds against the treaty of last 
session, it was equally well known that his oppo- 
sition was to the treaty, and not to annexation. If 
he undersstood that distinguished statesman's sen- 
timents on this subject, they were favorable to the 
annexation of Texas upon terms and conditions 
which would satisfy his judgment- It was, then, 
only in respect to the details of annexation that any 
diflerence of opinion existed in the State of New 
York among the democratic parly. But so fiir as 
the general question of annexation was concerned, 
it affiorded him pleasure to be able to answer the 
senator firom Louisiana, [Mr. Barrow,] tBat it was 
a prominent issue in the State of New York, and 
that the party which advocated it came out (riamph- 
ant in the elections. The issue wm pressed forward 
by the opposite party; and it was met openly and 
fearlessly. 
Mr. D. next proceeded to the question of conati- 
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totionality, and ioveatigated the poailions taken on 
bod> aides by thoae who had preceded him in de- 
bate. 

He thought there waa a queation which auperaed- 
«d the neceasity of debating the conatitutional power, 
inasmuch as, if it were established , the exercise of the 
constitutional power would admit of no doubt or 
deliberation. It was whether Texaa ever constitu- 
tionally was severed from the United States aAer the 
acquisition of Louisiana. It was agreed on all 
hands that, after the purchase of Louisiana from 
France, in 1803, Texas was just as much a portion 
of our territory aa Arkansas, Missouri, or any other 
part of that purchase. By the terms of that treaty, 
we encouraged our citizens to setde there, under the 
guaranty that, when entitled by population, they 
would be admitted as 'a new state. Once they 
were settled, then we had no constitutional power 
to deprive them of this right; hence the act of 
tranrferring them to Spain in 1819 was, so ftr as 
Texas was concerned, null and void. But even 
if Spain, by that transfer, had acquired any right 
over Texas, she never administered it; and it very 
soon lapsed, in conseciuence of the Spanish do- 
minion u X^orth America having been sucocMfully 
repudiated by the revolution which followed, 
and whereby the Mexican States asserted their in- 
dependence. Texas never, for a moment, had 
parted with her independence; she always asserted 
and maintained it from the time she n>et in conven- 
tion, in 1819j to remonstrate andprotesi against our 
breach of faith towards her. When the Mexican 
States formed a confederation, and adopted a con- 
stitution, she was willin? to join them. But when 
Santa Anna overthrew that confederation and con- 
stitution, and set up a military despotism, she with- 
drew, and declared herself absolved from tlie com- 
pact — which had, in fact, become a nullity. She as- 
serted and maintained her independence; and, 
when attempted to be subdued, conquered her in- 
vaders, and muntained her independence. She is 
still where she was in 1819, with this only diifei^ 
ence, that our citizens occupying her territory are 
now 100,000, and entitle her to the rank of a 
State amongirt us. If she has then been 
acting independently of us, it is through 
our own fiuilt, not hers. We wrongfully cast her 
out, and forced her to shift for hers^f. She now is 
willing to forget this wrong, and aaks'— what she was 
always entitled to as soon as she had a representa- 
tive population — admission into our Union. 

On these sjenemi principles he concurred fully with 
the senator from Arkansas [Mr. Ashlet.| 

Mr. D. then entered into a legal examination of 
the technicalities upon which the tu^iments on the 
other side were baaed, and showed that they were 
altogether untenable. 

In conclusion he adverted to the remarks of the 
senator from Louisana [Mr. Barrow] commenting 
upon the personal expressions of regard made use 
of by the senator ih>m New Hampshire [Mr. 
WoODBcav] in the dose of his speech, wherein he 
expressed a wish that this measure might pass 
berore General Jackson desended to his grave. Mr. 
D. doquently called to mind the services of that dis- 
tinguished soldier and statesman; he reminded the 
senator fVom Louisiana of what he had done for the 
KaUand city which he npreaented, and asked 
whether it^as fit and becoming of a repr«sentali ve of 
that State to draw a shaft from the quiver ofi ngrati- 
tude to wound th» fedings of him who had shni 
his blood in deAnca of all that her dtizens held 
dear. 

Mr. DAYTON next obtained the floor. 

Mr. WALKER obmrved that it had been sug- 
gested, and he believed there was a general nnder^ 
standing, that the vote ought to be taken on this 
question on Wednesday. He hoped there would 
be no objection to a resolution to that effect. 

Mr. SEVIER was not aware of any understand* 
ing of tha t nat ure. 

Mr. CAITTENDEN hoped the Senate would go 
into executive session. 

Mr. BUCHANAN fdt that it was very desirable 
. aome arrai^ement should be made to taxe the vote 
OD Wedn eMay. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had heard of no such ar- 
rangement, and would not consent to it The Sen- 
ate could, on Wednesday, if it saw fit, decide upon 
taking the vote just as well as if a resolution were 
adopted now. that it should do so. 

Mr. McDUFFIB hoped that, on Monday morn- 
ing, a resolution would be adopted to goon with 
the debate till 9 or 10 o'clock every night till fin- 
ished. A i«c«« of w hour could be taken from 



4 to 5 o'clock, and an arrangement could be made 
that it should not be in order to move an adjournment 
till 9 or 11 o'dock at night, until the discussion was 
closed. 

Mr. ALLEN asked why not sit to-night till 9 
o'clock. He would move to take a recess and rs- 
Uim. 

Mr. DAYTON insisted on his right to the floor, 
and moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted — yeas 24, nays 
21. 

So the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satvroat, February S3, 1845. 
On motion of Mr. LEONARD, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

CONGRB88IONAI. TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked leave to submit a motion 
to grant the use of the Hall of the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the Congressional Temperance Society 
for to-morrow (Sabbath) afternoon. It would be of 
no expense, he said, and he hoped no gentleman 
would object to it. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved to suspend the rules to en- 
able him to make this motion; and on this motion, 
he asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
A quorum not voting. 

Some conversation arose as to the foct whether 
the yeas and noes could be taken in the absence of 
a quorum of members. 

The SPEAKER dedded that they could be, the 
constitution providing that the yeas and nays be 
taken "at the desire of one-fifth of those [members] 
present." 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to hy the motion to 
suspend on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion waa not in 
order. 

The question waa taken and dedded in the nega- 
tive, (two-thirds not voting therefor,) yeas 65, nays 
52, as follows: 

YEA%^M«iin. Abbot, Barnard, Jamei Black. Jamei 
Black, ^nkerfaoir, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, 
Carpenter, Cobb, CoUamer, Cra]uton,Dana, Darrafh, Dick- 
ey, DiUlnghani, Dunlap, Farlee, Brnun (vreen, Grinnell, 
Orlder, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward 8. Hamlin, Hardin, Had- 
■on, Wa«hinf^on Hunt, J. B. Hunt, John P. Kennedy, Prei- 
tOB Kin^, Daniel P. King, McClelland, McConnell, McDow- 
ell, McIWaine, McKay, Moacley, Murphy, Owen, Parmen- 
ter, Faterson, Pollock, KUcha R. Potter, Ramaey, Charlei 
M. Reed, Rocliwell. Sample, Senter, SeTerance, Simong, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, gteenrod, Stel- 
•on, (Sty lea. Alfred P. Stone, Sykei, Thomaaion, Tibbatli, 
Tyler, Vinton. Wheaton, John White, WUliama, and Joaeuh 
A. •Wrlght-68. 

NAYS— Meaar<. Adamt, Benton, Bowlln, B<^d, Caldwell, 
Rsuben Chapman, Clingman, Colei, Daniel, Oarrett Davii, 
Richard D. Davii, John W. Davii, Dellet, Dromgoole, EUia, 
Fith, FVench, Fuller, Oogein, Hale, Harper, Honiton, Hun- 
gerford, C. J. Ingerf oU, Cave Johnion, Andrew Johnson, 
Utwrge W. Jonei, Labraunhe, Local, Lumpldn, Lyon. Ed- 
ward J. Morrii.! Isaac E. Mone, Norria, Payne. Emery D. 
Potter, DaWd S. Reid, Reding. Ritter, Rogen, Ro»elI, 
Saunden, David L. Seymoar, Slidell. Thomai Smith, John 
Stewart, Thompaon, Vance, Weller, Wentworth, Be^ianin 
Whito, and Yancey— 49. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the motion 
was not recdved. 

CHICKASAW INDIANS. 

Mr. THOMPSON made an appeal to the House 
to take up and pass the bill "to legalize thr sales of 
certain lands made at the Chocchuma and Columbus 
land offices, in the State Of Mississippi;" which he 
said would not take five minutes. He explained 
that its passage was demanded as an act of justice 
to the Chickasaw Indians. Their lands had been 
sold to the amount of some (10,000, the receipts for 
which had gone into the Chocchuma land office. For 
four years bad these poor Chickasaws been de- 
prived of the interest on this sum, to which they 
were justly and fairly entitled. The object of this 
bill wss to transfer this sum to tlie credit of the 
Chickasaws. It was a bill which bad passed both 
Houses at the last session, but had failed to become 
a law by being presented to the President for his 
signature about five minutes too late. 

Mr. McKAY and Mr. HOPKINS objected to the 
motion, and called for the consideration of the gen- 
eral appropriation bUl. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to suspend the rukta to 
accomplish his object. 

The SPEAKER replied that this motion was not 
in order if the call for the appropriation bill was per- 
sisted in, that bdng first in order, and the main ques- 
tion thereon having been ordered. 



CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPBOPRLATIOII 

BILL. 
This bill came up, being first in order, on which 
the previous question had been sustainied, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was first on concurring in the sev- 
eral amendments reported from the oommitte«. 

The SPEAKER suggested, with the view«f econ- 
omizing time, that the amendments should first aH 
be leadover, and upon all those which were not ob- 
ected to, the question could be taken at once. 
Wherever they were objected to, or any geotleasan 
wished to call the yeas and nays, the amendments 
would be noted by the Clerk and laid aside to be 
separately acted on afterwards. 

This suggestion mtss acquesced in, and the Cleik 
proceeded to read over the long list of amendments, of 
which all those not herein subsequently noticed were 
agreed to en mane. 

The first contested amendment was that which 
appropriated (87,750 for the payment for books dis- 
tributed to the members by oruer of the House^ 
which, in committee, was amended, on the motion 
of Mr. McKay, by the reduction of the sum appro- 
priated to |69,943, and the addition of a proviso 
that no pan of this sum should be paid until the 
Committee on Accounts had examined the chaigeii, 
and reported to the Clerk that they were fair and 
reasonable. 
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
On the amendment as amended, Mr. C. JOHN- 
SON called for the yeas and nays; and they were 
ordered, and resulted thus: yeas 98, nays'64. 
So the amendment was sgmed to. 
When the name of Mr. I. E. Moatz was called, 
he desired to be excused from voting, and to state 
his reasons for that motion. He said that he was 
not a member of Congress at the lime these books 
were ordered; but, as they had been ordered by a 
majority of the House, he thought, as a gentleman, 
he should not repudiate the debt. 

Objections were made to any obq^rvatioiia on this 
subject; and the honorable gentleman voted in the 
affirmative. 

The next amendment was that which proposed 
to increase the item of appropriation for the con- 
gressional library from |3,500 to |5,000. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken 
resulteo thus: yeaa 93, nays 82. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
[A message was recdved from the Senate by the 
hands of their aecretary, announcing the posaage by 
that body of certain bills, and requesting concur- 
rence therein.] 

president's FURNITURE. 

The next amendment was that appropriating for 
repairing aud painting the presidfentud mansion 
$6,000; and for furnishing the same with ftimiture 
of American manuiacture, in addition to the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the old furniture il4,000. 

Mr. HUDSON and Mr. DICKEY asked the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood yeas 
130, nays 42, as follows: 

YEAS— Meaan. Abbot, Adami, AtkiniOD, Bamard, Bid- 
Isek, Jsmaa Black, Jamea A. Black, Bowlin, BrinkerhoA, 
Btolhesd, WilUam J. Brown, Burt, Caipenter, Jenmiah 
a. Carv, Carroll, Catlin, Caaain. Aoguatoa A. Chapman. 
Chappell, Chilton, Cllnjiiian, Clinton, Cobb, Cranston, 
Croaa, Dana, Damgh, Richard O. Davu, John W. Davis, 
Dawson. Dellet, Duliiigham, Dromgoole, Dunlap. >'arlec. 
Fish, Foster, Fuller. Otoggin, Urinnell, Orider, Hale, Han- 
nibal Hamlin, Hammett, Hardin. Hays, Herrick. l!og«, Hn- 
bai^, Hudson, Hungeribnl, James B. Hunt, Charie« J. Id- 

fersoll, Jameson, Jeniu, Cave Jotinson, Andrew )Caaned%. 
ohn P. Kennedy. Daniel P. Kins, Kirkpatiiclc Labnnchr. 
Lucas, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, McCleliasd, Mc4.ler 
nand, McKay, Marsh, Edward J. Morris. Joseph Morris. 
Isaac E. Morse, Newton, Owen, l*arm«nier, iVyne, ^l- 
lock, lUisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pi*tt, Bathbna. 
Charles M. Reed, David S. Reid, ReUe, Rhett, Ritter, Rob- 
erts, Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, Saunders, Schenck, Da- 
vid L. Seymonr, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith. 
Robert Smith, Steenrod, Andrew Stewart, Joiin Stewart, 
Stiles, Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Sumraers. Sykes, Thomas- 
son, Thompson, Tiiden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Went- 
worth, Wethered, Jolin White, Beinamin White, Win- 
throp. Woodward, William Wright, Yancey, and Yost— 
I'M. 

NAYS— Messrs. Arlington, Ashe, Bartinnr, Baatoa. 
Blackwell, Boyd, Aarsa V. Brown, MUton Bnwa, Bit- 
ilngton, Caldwell, Reuben Chapman, Callora, Dwiiet. 
Deberry, Dickey, Ficklin, FVeneh, OidAoi(i, BVran 
Green, Haralson, Henley, Hoaaton, Perley B. Johnson. 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Lumpkin, Met on- 
nell, Norris, Peyton, Reding, Sample. Senter, Saveraorr, 
Thomas H. Seymonr, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith Tib 
baits, Tooker, Weller, Williams, and Joaeph A. Wri^t 

So the amendment waa agreed to. 
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HAONETIC TCLEGRAPH. 

The amendment appropriating f8,000 for defray- 
ing the expenses of the maenetic telegraph between 
the city of Washington ana Baltimore, for the cur- 
rant year ending on the 1st February next; the said 
sum to be disbursed under the direction and super- 
intendence of the Postmaster General, being under 
consideration, 

Mr. McKAY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

The qnestion was taken, and the amendment was 
agreed to: yeas 112, nays 64, as follows: 

YEAS— Meuni. Abl>ot, Aduni, A«denon, Btrriiwer, 
Banmrd, Bisaton, BitUack, Bowlio, Brangle, Brinksrfaoff; 
BrodhMd, Wm, J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Bufflnrton, 
Csnentrr, Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin.thap. 
uU, Chiiton, Clingmao, Clinton, Cole», CoUamer, Cranaton, 
Cnif , Oarratt Darli, Riohard D. DaTii, Dawion, Deberryj 
Dellet, Dickey, Douglau, Farlee, Klorcnci:, loot, Fotter, 
Freuch, Uogein, Grinnell, Urider, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, 
Edward S. Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, Her- 
rick, Hobaea, Hnbbrll, Hudaon, Waahinglon Hunt, [rvin, 
Jaalu, Perley B. Johuaon, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Lahranrbe, Leonaid, 
>IcCan>len, McClelland, McClemand, McConnell, McDow- 
ell, Mcllralne, Marsh, Edward J. Morria, Kreemau H. 
Mom, liase E. Mor»e, Moseley, Murphy, Newton, Owen, 
Farnientar, Phcaniz, Pollock, Elisha H. Potter. Emery D. 
PoUer, Rayner, Charlei M. Reed, Relfe, Ritter, Robert!, 
Rockwell, Rogrrs, Sample, Sauuden, Severance, Thomas 
H. eeymonr. David L. Seymour, Albert Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Stephena, Andrew Stewart, Summers, Sykes, Thorn- 
asaoo, Tildsn, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wether 
ed, John White, Beiuamin Mrhite, Winthrop, WiUiam 
Wright, and Yancey— 1 ji. 

NAY'S.— Mesrra. Amngton, Ashe, Atkinson, Edward J. 
Black, James Black, James A. Black, BItckwell. Boyd, 
Milton Brown, Burke, Burt^ Caldwell, Reuben Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, Cullom, Dana, Daniel. John 
W. Davis. Dilllnguam, Dromgooie, Kicklin, Fuller, Byram 
Ureen, Hammett. Haralson, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hn- 
bard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Cave Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson. G- W. Jones, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, Maclay, .Mc- 
Kay, Jos. Morris, Norris, Peyton, Purdv, D. S. Reid, Red- 
iur, Rhett, Rtissell, Senter. Simpson, Sli'dell, John T. Smith, 
TnoBsi Smith, Strenrod, Stiles, Alfred P. Stone, Thomp- 
son, Tibbttta, Tucker, Wheaton, WiUiama, Woodward, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost— «4. 

On the amendment appropriating for improred 
water poata on Pennsylvania avenue, for flagging in 
front of the treasury building, for purchase of nose 
for the Anaoostia fire engine company, f4|337, 

Mr. O. W. JONES asked the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to — ayes 73, noes 59. 

NEW BUILDINGS FOR THE WAR AMD MAVT 

DEPARTMENTS. 

On the amendment authorizing the President «f 
the United States to appoint a skilfiil uchitect to 
prepare and submit to him the necessary plans for 
a fire-proof building, of materials similar to thoae of 
the present poet office building, and on sudi plans 
of arrangement as ultimately required for the War 
and Navy departments— said building to be erected 
o I the enclosed lot on which the present War and 
Navy ofiices are situated; and further authorizing the 
President to employ said architect to superintentl 
the erection of such portion of the building as is re- 
quired for the immediate wants of said departments, 
and for the erection of said building, appropriating 
$80,000 

Mr. ^DINO called for the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were appointed to take the vote on the 
demand for the yeas aiid nays, and it was found 
that 37 voted in the affirmative; which was a suffi- 
cient number. The yeas and nays were according- 
ly taken, and resulted thus: yeas 95, nays 81. 

So the amendment was concurred in 

The House concurred, without a division, in the 
proviso which requires the surveory general north- 
west of the Ohio river to reside in Michigan. 

The next amendment was the item of 130,000 for 
the erection of a euatora-bouseat Savannah, Georgia. 

The yeas and nays were called for and ordered; 
and beinf taken, they resulted thus: yeas 88, nays 
38. So the amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment taken up was that of Mr. 
IjASRAkchb. as follows: 

"That Ibe Secretary of State be authorized to pay to the 
cletfca oflbaeuatmn-houae at New Orlaanethe arreaiaof 
their salaries from 18N to ISW, bothincluaive, on tte same 
pnnoipla as hta been applied at the cuatom-honwa at New 
York, rhiladalphia, and Boston." 

Mr. McKAY called for the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered, the question was taken and decided 
ID Ibe negative — yeas 6S, nays 71, as follows: 

TEAS — Maans. Aahe, Barrinmr, Btrnard, Edward J. 
Jamas A. Black, BoOncton, Caldwell, Angnstos A. Chap- 
man, Chilton, Clinton, Cobb, Creia, Collom, Oamtt Da- 
vis, Bicbard D. Davit, Dawaoo, Dean, Oeberry, Delist, 



Duncan, Fitli, Orinnell, Hammett. Haralson, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Charles J. Ingeraoli, John P. Kennedy, Daniel 
P. King, Labrauche, Lumpkin, Lyou, iMacIay, McConnall, 
Edwara J. .Morris. I. E. Morse, Parmenter, Payne, Phoenix, 
Elisha R. Potter, Relfe, Sample. Saunders, Schenck, David 
L.Seymour, Slidell, Albert Smith, Steenrod, Htilea, Thorn- 
asson, Thompion, Tibbattt, Tyler, Vanmeter, Weller, 
Wentworth, Wethered. John White, Winthrop, Joseph A. 
Wright, and Yancey— 03. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams. Atkinson. Baker, Bayly, Blaek- 
m'ell, Bowlin, Brengle, Brinkerfaoff*. Milton Brown, Burke, 
Burt, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Sheiiard Cary, Carroll, 
Reuben Chapman, Clingman, Coles, Coliamer, Daniel, Dil- 
lingham, Dromgooie, Dunlap, Ficklin, Florence, Foot, 
French, Fuller, Urider, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Hardin, 
Harper, Henley, Hoge. Houston, Hungerfoid, James B. 
Hunt, Cave Johnson, Prestan King, Kirkiiatrick, Lucas, 
.McCaiislen. McClernard, McKny, Marsh, Joseph Morris, 
Newton. Peyton, Pardy, David 8. Reid, Redl)^;, Hitter, 
Rockwell, Rogers, Rnssell, Thomas H. Seymour, Thomas 
Smith, Robert Smith, SteUon. Andrew Stewart, J. Stewart, 
Summers, Syket, Tncker, Vance, Benjamin White, Wood- 
ward, and Vost— 71. 

The amendment ofTered [by Mr. J. P. Kbnkept 
was taken up, and read as follows: 

"For the liquidation and settlement of the debt due to the 
Maryland hospital for the support of the lunatic paupers of 
the District of Columbia, from ^Ta^ch 10 to June 10, 1844, 
$5,000 — the same, or so much thereof as may be necessary , 
to be (lisborsed by order of the roaiahal of the District of 
trict of Columbia, and according to the a^ustmeiit of such 
account as he may find correct." 

This amendment was. decided in the affirmative — 
ayes 83, noea not counted. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll's amendment was next ta- 
kaa up, viz: to add to the clause for the salaries of 
ministers to England, France, Russia, Prussia, 
Austria, Spain, Mexico, and Brazil, the following 
words: "And for outfits for said ministers, $73,000, 
or 80 much thereof as may be necessary. 

Mr. HARDIN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to submit some r^ 
marks on the pcndin? amendment. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL hoped that he should 
have the privilege of replying to the gentleman. 

Objections were made on all sides; and 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative — yeas 1D3, nays 69. 

The amendment making an appropriation of 
$9,456 for salary and outSt of Henry Ledyard as 
cliar^ d'affaires at Paris, was agreed to, without a 
division. 

On the amendment appropriating $834 for pay 
and mileage of William L. Goggin, while contest- 
ing the seat of Thomas W. Qiimer, the yeas and 
nays were called for and ordered, and resulted thus: 
yeas IIS, nays 39. 

On the amendment which enacts that the mileage 
of members of Congress shall be computed by the 
nearest mail routes, to be taken /rora the books of 
the Post Office Department, the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and, being taken, resulted thus: yeas 136, 
nays 13. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

On the amendment further enacting that, (Vom 
and after the passage of this act, no accounts which 
shall have been adjusted by the accounting officers 
of the treasury shall be reopened without authority 
of law; nor shall tfie aecounting officers, on any ac- 
counts which are not presented within three years 
after the time when the claim first existed, imless 
the person so claiming shall be an infant, lunatic, or 
ftmme eoverl, and in uiat case within three years af- 
ter the disabilitv is removed — 

Mr. BARNARD called successively for the yeas 
and nays and for tellers; both of which were re- 
jected. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was 
adopted — ayes 61, noes 53. 

The amendment (adopted in committee, on mo- 
tion of Mr. E. J. Blacc, by ayes 63, noes 61) fur- 
ther enacting that the materials and furniture neces- 
sary for the repairs of the President's House shall 
be of American manufacture, if it can be purchased 
on equal terms, as to price and ciuality, with the 
foreign, and, if it cannot be, proviaine that it shall 
be purchased on the best terms practicable, without 
regard to the place where manufactured, being un- 
der consideration — 

Mr. COBB oaked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive — yeas 75, nays 83, as follows: 

YF.A8 — Messrs. Anderson, Arriogton, AtkinaoD, Barrin- 
ger, Benton, F-dward J. Black. Blackwell, Bowlin, Boyd, 
w. J. Brown, Burke, Burt. Caldwell, Reuben Chapman, 
Anguitua A. Chapman, Clingman, Clinton, Cokb, Colea, 
Croaa, Cullom, Daniel. Dawson, DousUas, Dromgooie, 
Dunlap, Ficklin, Byram Oreen, H. Hamlin, Hammett, 
Haralson, Herrick, Holmes, Houston, Hnbaro, Hubboll, 
Hongeribrd, James B. Hunt, Cave Johnsmi, Aodraw Jehu- 



son, George W. Jones, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCaas- 
len, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, Mc- 
Kay, Joaeph Morris, Nonit, Owen, Payne, Raynar, David 
8. Reid. Reding, Relfe, Roberts, 8t. John. Sanndera, 
Simpson. Slidell. Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steonred, 
Stiles, Alfred P. Stone, Sykes, Thompson, Tucker, Benjsiain 
WhHo, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright- 76. 

NAV8— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, aAb, Baker, Barnard, 
Brengle. Brinkerhofl', Jeremiah Brown, Carpenter, Jer«. 
miah E. Cary, Carroll, Chilton, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, 
Darragb, Uarrvtt Davis, J. W. Davis, Dickey, Dillingham, 
Fiah, Florence. Foster, French, Fuller, Uiddings, UrSmell, 
Urider, Wward S. HamUn, Harper, Havs, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, Charles J. IngersoU. Trrin, Jenkn, 
Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, 
Kirkpatrick, Mcllvalne, Marsh, Edward J. Morris. Free- 
man H. Mane, Newton, Parmenter, Peterson, Pevton, 
Pollock, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Iharles M. Reed, 
Ritter, Rockwell, Rodney. Rogers, Sample, Schenck, 
Senter, Seveiance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, 
Jolw T- Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Slataon, Andrew Stewart, 
John Stewart, Summers, Tlbhatts, TiMen. Tyler, Vance, 
Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, John White, WiUiunt, 
Winthrop, WllUam Wright, and Yost— 83. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The amendment of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Metuis in relation to costs of sails 
charged against the United States was agreed to. - 

The amendment restricting the Clerk of the House 
for drawing from the Treasury, on account of the 
contingent fund of the House, a sum greater in 
amount than the amount of his official bond, was 
also agreed to ; and 

The amendment making the assignments of the 
property and assets of defaulters liable, was also 
agreed to. 

1 he question was then put on the engrossment of 
the bill, and it was carried. 

Mr. HOPKINS then moved the previous question 
on the passage of'the bill, which was seconded by 
the House. Under its operations, the bill was read 
the third time and passed. 

Mr. McKay gave notice that he should on Mon- 
day next move to take up the army and navy ap- 
propriation bill ; and he requested tnose gentlemen 
interested to attend, as it was important that these 
bills should be passed that day. 

Mr. OWEN made an ineffectual motion for an 
evening session afksr seven o'clock ; when 

The House adjourned. 

The folIoMring notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 

presenting them: 

By Mr. .MACLAY: The petition of F. Cole and other 
citizens of New York, for the passage of the Senate biU to 
reduce the rates of postage. Also the petition of Wm. A. , 
Darling, and sandry other citixana of New York, on the 
same subjact 

By Mr. BUFFINOTON: The peUtion of William Walker, 
and M other ciliiens of western Penoaylvania, praying for 
the constnictioD of a national Macadamized road (lom tiM 
Cumberland load, by way of the araenala at Pittsburgh and 
Meadville, to the harbor of Erie. Also the petition of Dan- 
iel X. Childs and 30 others, of similar im|iort. Also, Uie pe- 
tition for a pension to Hiram MechUu, of Butler oonaty. 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. P. B. JOHNSON: The petition of George W. 
Jacksun, of Western Virginia, praying compensation for 
extra material put on the I'umberland road. 

By .Mr. W.HUNT: Tlic |,etition of numerous citicena o i 
I..ockport, New York, in favor of the Senate bill for the re 
dutiou of postage. 

By .Mr. .4. STEWART: The petition of Rev. C. Jonea for . 
the extension of a patent right 

By .Mr. H. HAMLIN: The petition of Enoch Pond, Dau- 
iel-Xemple, jr., and 4A others, laculty and students of the 
Bangor Theological Seminary, Maine, in favor of the Senate 
bill reducing the rates of postage. 

By .Mr. PRATT: The petiUonof Jamea Little, for lena- 
neration as keeper of the Congresaional Bnrial Oroimd. 

By .Mr. TILDEN: The jietiUoa of Jesse M. Williams, and 
Mother citizens, of Ellsworth, Trumbull eounty. Ohio, 
pre} ing for a reduction of postage to two cents, and for the 
atwlltioaofthefrenkiug privilege: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Host Roads. 

By Mr. BAKER: llie petition of Joseph Stevens, and M 
other citizens of Warwick, Massachusetts, pra^ring for a 
reduction of the rates of postage, and the aboliuon of the 
franking privilege. 

By .Mr. DILLINOHAM: The petition of Samuel Prentiaa, 
and ii7 others, citizens of Montpelier, Vermont, asking the 
House of Repiefentativcs to pass the Senate bill reducing 
postage. 

CoBREcnoB. — In our report of the House proceed- 
ings of yesterday, it was erroneously stated that 
Mr. Slidell offered the amendment to the general 
appropriation bill, relative to the arrears of salari e a 
of the clerks of the custom-house at New Orlsaoa. 
It ought to have been reported that Mr. Labranehe 
offered that amendment. 



IN SENATE. 
MouDAT, February 34, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT ;iro Icm. kud before the Sen. 
ate several communications from the Treasury Oe- 
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partment in answer to resolutions of the Senate; 
vfaioh were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKFNSON presented a petition from 114 
cidzens of Seneca county, New York, praying for 
the immediate reannexation pf Texas to the United 
States, and the occupadon of the Oregon territory: 
ordereid to lie on the table. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from 51 citizens of 
New York, piwying that Texas may not be admit- 
ted into the Union: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WHITE presented a petition from John 
Low and others, praying that the settlers on the 
late Miami reservation may have the benefit of the 
pre-emption laws extended to them: referred to the 
Committee on the Pabtic Lands. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial firom 
Alexandre Vattemare in relation to the exchange of 
works on letters and of a scientific character; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Pensions, re- 
ported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendetion that they be indefinitely postponed, 
the biUa from the House for th^ relief of Joseph 
Craigmills and Justin Jacobs. 

M^. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, with an amendment, the bill for the 
relief of Samel Neely; which, on his motion, the 
previous orders of the day bein^ postponed for the 
purpose, was taken up for consideration as in coiu- 
niittea of the whole. 

The amendment of the committee — wliich lessen- 
eit the amount of back pay — was agreed to; and the 
bill was reported to the Soiate, and, according to or- 
der, read the third time and passed. 

Also, reported back from the same committee, 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
poned, (he bill from the House for the relief of 
Joseph M. Rhea. 

Also, made adverse reports on the petition of the 
heirs of Moses White, for arrears of pension, the 
petition of the widow of John Roberts, the petition 
ofthe heirs of Martha Hough, and the petition of 
Stephen Snow for a pension. 

On motion by Mr. BATES, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of John Hall, and William 
Carman — there not being time to consider them this 
session. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, leave was granted to 
John Woeley to withdraw his papers from the files 
of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. WALKED, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
resumed the consideration et the bill authorizii^ the 
Stoekbridge tribe of Indians to try the validity of 
their claims in the courts of the United States. Mr. 
'W^ submitted a few verbal amendments, which 
were elgreed to, and the bill was reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossedt for a third 
reading. 

Mr. TAPPAN laid before the Senate a communi-> 
cation from Mr. Van Ness, the collector for the port 
of New York, explaining that the books presented 
to the govemmentof the United States by the French 
chamber of deputies, were sold by a mistake for 
storage, under Af r. Ourtis's administration of that 
department, and that they will be obtained and for- 
warded to Washington. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, reported a bill for the relief of 
the ezecutora of the lato Uriah Brnmoas; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill for the pay- 
ment of certain arrearages equitably due to the 
Stockbridse Indians, and for other purposes, was 
taken up for consideration as in committee of the 
whole, j-eportcd to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engressed for a third reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, with an amendment, the bill 
to extend the provisions of the act passed the 31st 
May, 1844, to amend the judiciary act of 24th Sep- 
tember, 1789> 

MIUTART ACADEMY AT WEST POINT. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill making ap- 
propriation for the support of the military academy 
at West Point, for the year ending 30th June, 1846, 
WM taken up for oonsiaeration as in committee of 
the wl|»to. 

The amendment of the Finance Committee, au- 
thorizing the President to appoint a board of visiters 
to attend at tlie annual examination of the military 



academy, wlio are to report to the next Congress 
the condition of that inslituiion, was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to a third reading; and the question being, 
"Shall it pastf" 

Mr. BREEZE remarked that he was instructed 
by his legislature to vote for the discontinuance of 
that institution. He wished, therefore, to record 
his vote, and asked for. the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that he was also un- 
der instrticlions to vote against the bill; otherwise he 
would Vote for it. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that this was the usual 
bill making appropriation for the support of that in- 
stitution, which existed by law, and therefore the 
withholding of the appropriation, though it would 
embarrass the institution, would not abolish it. To 
abolish it would require a separate act, which gen- 
tlemen could introduce, and vote for in compliance 
with their instructions. 

Mr. BREESE said he considered it a pert of his 
instructions to vote against the sustenance of that 
institution. 

The qiiestion was then taken, and the bill was 
passed — yeas 32, nays 10, as follows: 

TEAS— M«s«ri. .Archer, Aahley, Atobison, Bagby, Bar- 
row, fittteH, Bayard, Bcnto:i, Borrivn, Buchanan, Choate, 
Claytoo, rolquitt, Dayton, Dickiniiou, Due, Kvaus, Kraiicii>, 
Heiidenou, linger, Huntington, Johnsoo, Maugum, Miller, 
Plielpg, Porter, ijevier, Sturgeon, U[>liam, \Valker, Wliitu, 
and Woodbridge— 32. 

NAYS— .Me»«r«. Allen, Atherton, Breese, Fairfield, Foa- 
ter, Hamiegan, NUea. Sample, Tappaa, and Woodbury— 10. 

FLORIDA AND IOWA. 

Mr. BERRIEN, fVom the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back without amendment and fa- 
vorably to ita passage, the bill from the House for 
the admission of the Slates of Iowa and Florida into 
the Union. 

The consideration of the veto of the President on 
the bill relating to the construction of revenue steam 
vessels, was, on the motion by Mr. HUNTING- 
TON, postponed till Thursday next, at half past 
11 o'clock. 

On motion by Mr. DIX, the Senate resumed, as 
in committee of the whole, the consideration ofthe 
bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary Thompson, the 
widow of the late Lt. Col. Thompson. 

Messrs. DIX, SEVIER, and PHELPS explained 
and enforced the passage of the bill, and 

Messrs. JARNAGIN and CI^YTON opposed 
it, on the ground that bills had been previously 

Kssed for her relief^ in full of all claims of her hus- 
nd against the government. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The House bill making appropriation mr the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of government for the 
year ending 30th of June, 1846, was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution for annexing Texas to the United 
States— the question immediately pending being a 
proposition for indefinite postponement. 

Mr. DATTON being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the Scnulc for nearly two hours. 

He remarked that he was impelled to speak on 
this Subject not only by his own feelings, but un- 
der the request of the legislature of his State. It 
had been well said that coming events cast their 
shadows before; and to his mind the shadow of 
events yet in futurity, with regard to this Union, 
seemed to grow darker as p ejects of the nature of 
that before us became probable events. 

He objected to the rncusure now under considera- 
tion as being defective in every particular; not only 
in principle, but in form, phraseology, and every- 
thing that could constitute an act of constitutional 
national legislation. 

He entered into a critical and minute review of 
the wording ofthe joint resolution. It wanted, (be 
said,) in the first place, specification of details; yet 
there was one distinct enumeration — that Coneress 
had power over the whole matter. On his side of 
the House, he and his friends denied this power. 
On this point he and they took issue at once against 
the friends of annexation. He investigated the ar- 
guments in support of the constitutional power, and 
rejected every construction adopted in suppojt of 
those arguments. He referred to Mr. Jeffersoo's 
opinions as being in accordance with his view ofthe 
subject. 

He quoted the clause of the fourth article of the 



constitution, to the efl^ct that "new States may be 
admitted into this Union by tlie Congress," &c.; and 
proposed to examine this clause in reference to two 
tests or rules of construction sanctioned by the high- 
est authority. These two rules, are: 

First: The construction of statutes depends on the 
intention, to be collected from a particular provision, 
or from the general context. 

Second: A thing which is in the tetter of the sta- 
tute, is not within the statute, unless it be the inten- 
tion of the makers. 

With these tests Mr. D. proceeded to Ai elaborate 
and technical investigation of the legal bearing, 
nieaning, definitions, and limitations of the power 
given by the fourth clause of the constitution. 

In the course of his remarks he commentel] at 
some length upon the observations of the senator 
from New York on Saturday touching the fact, 
whether annexation was or was not a prominent is- 
sue in the State of New York at the late elections, 
Mr. D. maintaining that it was not a prominent is- 
sue. 

He then reverted to the technical meaning of the 
constitutional power to admit new States; and de- 
duced from the general context of the whol* con- 
stitution, that the power was intended to be con- 
fined exclusively to the admission of new ntales 
f rowing out of the territory of the United Slates, 
tc drew an analogy from the power given by the 
constitution to the judicial department; and argurd 
that ths same construction Vhich annexationists ai>- 
plied to the fourth section ofthe constitution would 
extend the juruidieliou of the judicial department to 
all the foreien nations ofthe world. 

He stated difficulties which appeared to him in- 
surmountable, in i-eference to llie citizenship of 
the inhabitanu of Texas, thus admitted; contending 
that if admitted at once, as proposed, foreigners now 
in Texas, and owing allegiance to the sovereignties 
under which they were bom, would eomc without 
any probation or guards into the fruition of citi- 
zenship, whilst foreigners arriving at any of our 
own porta have to wait five years and go throu°h 
various forma of law before they can become citi- 
zens. He also dwelt on the ooostitutional impedi- 
ment with regard to the representation of Texas in 
Congress, by citizens of Texas, until they shall 
have been in tlie Union for seven or nine years. 
Besides, representation would be given for Mexican 
peasants, and Indians now admitted to citizenship 
in Texas. He had another objection: it waa to 
the extension of the representation of negio popu- 
lation- 
Mr. D. took the ground that the exercise of the 
power of Congress in the annexation of Texas was 
a blow against State rights; and he protested against 
it, as a measure calculated to make the small States 
vassals and dependents upon the large Slates. He 
contended that if New Jersey at the Ome of the con- 
federation had foreseen the probability or pos- 
sibility of such on exercise of ihu power, 
neither she nor any of the small original States 
would have consented to such a dangcroux 
alliance. They were induced to join the Union 
under Uie promises and belief that the sov- 
ereignty and equality of the Slates, whetlicr large or 
amall, would be preserved inviolate in the Senate of 
the United States. Now, he contended that the ex- 
tension of the confederation to foreign States was a 
breach of faith to the origiDal snuSl States, which 
must prove their destruction. 

He next argued the question of jurisdiction, and 
maiiiiained that the power of the constitution to 
that cud was confined to the the territory of tho 
Union; and, outside ofthe territory, only to' its citi- 
zens and property— over its army and navy, for in- 
stance, and shipping, Sx. In answer to the senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. HENDERaoN,] with refereooo 
to the hope he expressed that Cuba would yet be 
ours, Mr. D. took an extensive view of the possibil- 
ity of that principle being carried out, if once began, 
until the genius of America, in the shape of the 
buxom^oddess that sprung firom the brain of Jove, 
would stride from province to province, and from isl- 
and to island, plucking down the fiags of Spain, 
France, and England, and raising in their stead the 
floating stripes and stars of the United States. 

Speaking again of the principle t' at Texas, 
which he understood now ailmits foreigners to citi- 
zenship upon six months' residence, and when ad- 
mitted into this Union would thus bring foreigners 
into our citizenship five years sooner than they 
oould under our constitution obtain it, Mr. D. 
supposed the only way the fnends of annexa- 
tion could get over the difficulty would be by re- 
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sorting to a latlladinous construction o( the oontti- 
tution; and, tonching lipoD this point, he acetised 
the party which made the.loudest declamation about 
strict construction with being the most unscrupu- 
lous in adopting laiitudinous ooostruotion when it 
suited their purpose. 

Adverting to the second section of tlie joint reso- 
lution, requiring (as be conceived) the mines, min- 
fmis, &c., to be given to tli« United States, he 
asked how much of the fosail world it was expected 
Texas would couTey to the government, and how 
much of the territory covering her iron and coni 
mines. His object was to show the' inde&niteiiess 
of the specificatians of the joint resolution. 

Mr. WALKER interposed to let the senator 
know that, in the joint resolution which passed the 
House, that clause had been stricken out. 

Mr. DAYTON resumed, and explained that he 
was drawn into mistake by the printed bill he found 
on his table. 

Taking the correct bill now put into his hands by 
the Senator from Mississippi, he examined it and 
objeclrd to its provisions in detail. lie objected to 
the supervisory power awarded to the general gov- 
ernment oflooking is to the domestic aifairs of Texas, 
and regulating the payment of her debts. He asked 
bow would South Carolina feel if the supervisory 
eye of the federal government were directed to herdo- 
mcstic relations and aflTairs .' She would not, he said, 
endure it one moment. In reference to Texas it 
was a nugatory provision ; for the federal govern- 
ment could never exercise the control assumed. He 
s«id that, in the eye of the law, and in the eyeof 
nations the very recognition of this supervision 
would compel us to pay the debts of Texas. We 
hare, he remarked, enough of repudiating Slates in 
the republic; if we admit another, with tlie badge of 
repudiation on her back, it will be our own fault, and 
a matter of just reproach. 

He exuDSined the third section of the joint re.<iolu- 
tion, and charact^zed it as most delusive. Nobody 
could suppose the whole State of Texas, now a 
slave Stale, would ever consent to let any States 
formed out of her territory become free Slates. It 
wuB all gross delusion. 

The people of the North, he contended, had ever 
acted fairly by their brethren of the South. They 
had consented to the admission of State for State, 
free and slave; and even now, Florida on the one 
side and Iowa on the other, awaited but the action 
of the Senate and executive to come into the Union, 
preserving the balance. 

Looking to tlie admission of the thirteen States 
since the confederation Ije^n, nine came in without 
any dissent He stated by States the votes given on 
the admission of each. On this ground he defended 
the State of Massachusetts from the aspersion east 
upon her by the senator from Arkansas as having 
been the constant opponent of the admission of new 
Slates. 

Mr. ASHLEY explained that, not having been 
able to investigate the matter himself, he had em- 
ployed a person to do it for him, and having received 
(he statement, he took it for granted it was correct. 
He was happy to be better informed by the senator 
from New Jersey, and assured him he had no dis- 
position to do injustice to Massachusetts. 

Mr. DAYTON felt from the beginning that the 
senator had labored under some mistake. And here 
it was proper to say tlint he himself had made his 
siatement on a memorandum drawn up by an officer 
of this Hous7, and whether altogether right or not 
he wns not prepared to sny, out he presumell it 
was subsiantiRlly so. 

Mr. D. continued his remarks in reference to the 
claims of the South for further securities by the in- 
crease of Southern States. He had no faith in the 
assurances that the Missouri compromise had settled 
all questions of agitation. He was satisfied that with 
the further admission of new free States, the de- 
mands of the South would increase ns long as there 
wns territory below the compromise line, and if that 
fell short, more fields like that of San Jacinto would 
be resorted to for the acquisition of Southern' terri- 
tory. He protested against the three-fifths princi- 
ple of Southern representation, which weighea three 
slaves against two freemen; and his voice should 
never be given for extending that principle beyond 
the Sabine. 

He concluded with an eloquent eulcjgy on the con- 
stitutiap, and the necessity of preserving tliat sacred 
instrdflp^t. 

Mr. ARCHER said he had bectime very sensi- 
ble! that the motion now under the consideration of 
the Senate, and which he had bimself proposed, 



was not the true way of bringing the sentiments of 
this body to the test He had supposed when be 
reported the resolutions of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, adverse to the adoption of the resolu- 
tion from the other House, that the question would 
come up upon the resolutions firotn the committee. 
He was advised that it would not; and he then sub- 
mitted the motion for indefinite postponement. 
This seemed to him to present no question at all in 
relation to the subject now under consideration. 
He therefore proposed to withdraw that motion if 
the Senate would give their general consent — for the 
general consent was required in cases where'tlie 
yeas and nays had been called — that the real ques- 
tion presented might be upon tlie resolution irom 
the other branch of Congress to which sooie gentle- 
men might wiah to offer amendments. 

Mr. WOODBURY wished to know which mo- 
tion the honorable chairman referred to.' 

Mr. ARCHER. The motion upon indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr. HAYWOOD. The question then recurs 
upon the resolutions now before the Senate. 

There being no objection, the motion of indefinite 
postponement was withdrawn. 

The CHAIR then explained that the House joint 
resolution was now up in committeee of the whole, 
and open to amendment. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he had hoped that, upon a 
question so grave and interesting as this was — one 
which had been subjected to a very earnest discus- 
sion, we should not be pressed without notice to 
its final decision hy calUng the question. lie de- 
sired to express his views to tlie Senate upon this 
subject; ami he felt that he was particularly called 
upon to do BO by the position in which he stood to 
this question. 'With the indulgence of the Senate, 
he would endeavor to do so; but he would ask that 
the deecison of the Senate might not be precipitated 
by on immediate call for the vote; and as he had 
been necessarily engaged in the performance of du- 
ties assigned to him uy the Senate elsewhere until 
the present moment, he would avail himself of their 
indulgence to proceed in the discussion this after- 
noon, if they would consent to take a recess for an 
hour. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved ihattlie Senate take a 
recess till 4 o'cloeJt. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested to the honorable senator 
from Georgia the propriety of going for a short 
lime into executive session. 

Here some conversational discussion as to this 
proposition ensued; and the suggestion was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the Senate would perceive 
that it would be very inconvenient to eet back by 4 
oclock, no provision having been made for this re- 
cess. 

The hour of five was then named, and agreed 
upon. 

Mr. DICKINSON inquired whether it would be 
in order to make a motion that a day be fixed for 
taking the question upon the joint resolutions. If 
so, he hoped the Senate would agree to take the 
question on to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 

Mr. MERRICK said that, according to the usage 
and high cour'esy which had always prevailed in 
this body, he hoped a day would be fixed by genei* 
al consent when the vote should be taken upon this 
question, with a view that a previous understanding 
might exist upon the subject, so that senators might 
come on that day prepared to record their votes He 
now suggested that threeo'clock on Wednesday next 
should, by general consent, be agreed upon for taking 
the vote upon this question, if it should be the 
general understanding, nothing more was necessary. 
Ail that was important was, tliat there should be 
some definite day when the honor of gentlemen was 
pledged that the voteshouki be taken. This would 
i>e sufficiently binding without a motion to that ef- 
fect. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had not the slightest reason 
himself to protract the decision of this question; 
but it was a question of too great moment for the 
Senate to undertake to prescribe any doy or hour 
upon which the vote should be taken. Ha was not 
willing to pledge his honor that the vote should be 
taken on any day at all. There was one Senator 
[Mr. Pcarce] now absent, (and he rejoiced to be- 
lieve that the Senate was otlierwise entirely full,) 
for a reason that must justify that absence to every 
one — the extreme illness of his wife; and that gentle- 
man was a colleague of the honorable senator who 
proposes that we should take the vote to be given 
upon tbia question upon Wednesday next. He 



trusted the Senator, now absent, would be here 
by Wedne8da3r; but if not until next day, he 
should be unwilling that hfa should lose his vote. 

Mr. MERRICK remarked that he should certain^ 
ly be the lest nuin in this body to desire that his 
honorable colleague should be deprived of the privi- 
lege of voting upon this ouestion; and he had only 
named Wednesday in tne hope that his colleague 
would be here, for, indeed, he understood he was 
expected to arrive this evening. His object was to 
give tliat gentleman an opportunity of learning the 
precise day upon wliich the vote was to be taken, in 
order that he might be here on that occasion, if 
notliing should transpire to prevent him. How- 
ever, u the su^^ion was objected to, there was 
an end of it. 

Mr. BENTON was opposed to fixing upon any 
day. If we began by attempting to fix upon a day, 
we might bring it to half a day, and little by little 
down to an hoUr, and at last down to ten mmutes. 
There was no knowing where such a thing would 
end. He was not for invading the usual course of 
the Senate — the old course, ^t'hich was for gentle- 
rasn just to sit still in their chairs, day in and day 
out, night in and night out. He wished to go on in 
the old way. 

If the Senator from Georgia, or any other Senator, 
desired a recess, he was willing to grant it to him, 
with the expectation that we should make up more 
than the two hours afterwards. He was willing to 
come in the morning as early as gentlemen pleased, 
and sitaslongasany onein tne body; but he was not 
willing to cut off any Senator who wished to speak. 
He was therefore opposed to fixing upon any day. 
But he was in favor of bringing this matter to a tei^ 
mination ; and the only way to do that was, as he 
had suggested, for Senators ti sit in their chairs, if 
necessary, till twelve o'clock at night. 

Mr. BERRIEN said that, so far as he was per- 
sonally concerned — listening to the suggestions of 
the Senator from Missouri, as to the proper eoorse 
of proceeding, with respect to the business before the 
Senate — he had no objection to the specification of 
time. He was desirous that this matter shotild be 
brought to a close, for there was other business which 
he thought imperatively demanded the action of the 
Senate. He was desirous that this question should 
be brought to a close at some time when there eotlld 
be a full expression of the opinions of this branch 
of the national iKislature. 

Mr. WALKER hoped that this su^estioD to 
fix upon a day would be acceded to. He rose 
simply to remark that he would suggest Wednesday 
himself, without any desire that it should be fixed 
upon by any imperative motion, but by way of giv- 
ing nouce, having reference to the very case alluded 
to by the honorable senator from Kentucky, in or- 
der that the senator who is absent from a cause 
which aH lamented, might hare full opportunity of 
being informed by his friends that the vote would 
be uucen on that day. He wished to give him no- 
tice— 4ot that we would be able to take the vote 
upon that day, but that it was the general expecta- 
tion tliat it would be taken then. He did not think 
beyond that period ought to be fixed upon, or that 
the vote should fail to be taken even on account 
of the absence of that senator, because thi^ debiy 
might defeat not only this measure but other meas- 
ures of great importance which were now awaiting 
the action of the Senate. 

The motion was then put in form, to take a recess 
till 5 o'clock, and agreed to. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate was called to order by the PRESI- 
DENT pro km. at 5 o'clock, p. m. 

There being but four or five senators present, 

Mr. SIM\K>NS suggesusd that the Senate should 
lay aside the special order of the day, and take up 
some other business, imtil the senator from Georgia, 
[Mr. Bebbiin,] who was entitled to tlie floor, should 
be in his seat. 

The suggestion wss concurred in^fter some con- 
versation between Messrs. ALLEN and SIM- 
MONS. 

The following bills were then taken up, consider- 
ed by the Senate as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported without amendment, and passed. 

A joint resolution for (be relief of Mrs. Mary W. 
Thompson. 

An act to enable the Chickasaw nation to try the 
validity of their claims in the courts of the United 
States. 

An act to authorize the jMytnent. of certain ar- 
rearages to tbe Stockbridgs and other tribes of In- 
dians, and for other purpose*. 
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An act for the relief of Joseph Runny. 

An act for the relief of the president and directors 
of the Dismal Swamp Canal company. 

An act for the relief of Robert Perkins. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 
An act to alter the corporate limits of Georgetown, 
was taken up and considered as in committee of the 
whole. 

After debate, in which Messrs. MILLER, 
EVANS, BREESE, BEiSTON, ARCHER, 
DICKINSON, BAOBY, WHITE, and WOOD- 
BURY took part, the bill was reported without 
amendment, and passed. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that a bill was pastied 
since the recess to enable the Chickasaw nation to 
try the validity of their claims in the courts of the 
United States. The gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jabnacik,] who was absent when it was 
passed, desired to sny something in opposition to it. 
He therefore moved to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of tlie bill, to enable that senator to express 
nis views upon it. 

Mr. JARNAGIN shovfed that if the bill was 
passed, testimony would be procured to prove the 
validity of any claim, whatever might be its charac- 
ter. U would be a saving to the government, and 
Indians too, if Congress would pay the claims at 
once, rather than allow the claimants to try the va- 
lidity of their claims in (he manner proposed. 

Mr. WALKER showed that the trust funds of 
the Chickasews had been misapplied; and that they 
merely asked that the difference of opinion between 
the executive and two committees of Congress, on 
the propriety of the application of the money to 
which they were entitled by treaty sUpulations, 
may be settled by a judicial tribunal. They have 
sent an agent (an Indian) here to superintend the 
passage of this bill, believing that it wUl be to them 
the cheapest mode of effecting a settlement of their 
claims. The expense of trying the validity of their 
claims before a judicial tribunal would be infinitely 
less than the expense thev incur by sending on 
agents to press a settlement before Congress. 

Mn JARNAGIN entered at large into the man- 
ner of the misapplication of the fund belonging to 
the ChickasawB, held in trust by the United States. 
He showed that their fund had neen squandered by 
those having the management of the trust, in pay- 
ing extra clerk-hire and otherwise; and contended 
that the government was bound to make good the 
fund, and that Coneress should settle the claims 
without subjecting tnese poor Indians (who had 
been wronged) to the expense of maintaining suits 
in the courts in this District. 

Mr. WALKER remarked that he had discharged 
bis duty to the Indians who were present, and oe- 
sired the passage of the bill. 

The question wastiien taken on the motion to re- 
consider, and decided in the affirmative — yeas 33, 
nays not counted. 

Mr DAYTON said vvhen the Judiciary Com- 
mittee acted upon the bill, they had not as much 
light upon the subject as had been communicated to 
the Senate by the senator from Tennessee. He 
hoped that the bill would be permitted to lie over till 
to-morrow. 

The question was acquiesced in. 

The special order was called for, which was, the 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. HUGER expressed the wish as the senator 
from Georgia [Mr. Berrien'] was indisposed, that 
the Senate would proceed to other business. 

Mr. McDUFFIE was opposed to that motion. 
He hoped that if there was any other senator, who 
intended to epeak to the question, that he would 
avail himself of the floor then. He was scarcely 
able to stand, but rather than the question should be 
postponed, he would attempt to say something then. 

NIessrs. ARCHER and MOREHEAD expressed 
the pleasure that they would feel to hear the views 
of ike senator from South Carolina, if he felt him- 
self sufficiently in health to proceed in his remarks. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
proceed to the consideration of the special order, 
and decided in the affirmative bv yeas 30, nays 11. 

Mr. McDUPFlE said he had come to the Senate 
without a single noli of preparation, or the slight- 
est expectation of saying anything upon this ques- 
tion now, or at any future time. He had hoped 
that the vote was to be taken to-night, and with that 
expectation he had left a sick bed to record his vote 
in favor of this measure. In order, however, that 
the precious time of the Senate might not be mitt- 
spent, to far w this question was coneemed, he was 



willing, with scarcely the physical ability to stand 
upon nia feet, to say all that he deemed most im- 
portant that be should say upon this subject. He 
thought, however, that he was better prepared, kh 
many others had frequently found, in the circum- 
stance that he jiad made no preparation at all. 
When we have anything to say impromptu, we are 
very apt to think more intensely upon it than when 
we lean upon previous preparation. 

He should proceed, tnen, at onee to the great pre- 
liminary question : Has Congress the power to ad- 
mit a new State into the Union, arising mlhoul the 
limits of the original territory of the United Slates.' 
That seemed to him to be the only question involved 
in the passage of this resolution. It appeared to 
him that there was an alternative view that must 
be perfectly obvious, arising from the general argu- 
ments maintained by every senator . on the other 
side. He believed there was not a senator who 
had addressed the Chair on that side of the house, 
(excepting, perhaps, the honorable senator from 
Massachusetts,) who had not admitted that the gov- 
ernment of the United States, through one of its 
departments, may acquire territory, and that the 
Congress of the United States may admit new 
States, erected out of that territory thu* acquired. 
Now he contended that this proposition r«uld not 
be maintained without totally abandoning the great 
fundamental principles of the constitution. What 
was the elementary proposition laid down upon this 
subject, and the only one upon which honorable 
senators could stand.' 

It was a very brief clause of the constitution — that 
"Congress may- admit new States into the Union." 
But in this there is no such limitation as presum- 
ed. Senators must stand upon the plain express 
grant as it is, or they can stand upon no ground at 
all. There were no other means by which they 
coitld reach this great object. How did the question 
stand, then? Did the framers of the constitution in- 
tend that Congress should admit new States which 
should arise upon any other territory than this.' Are 
we confined to this territory, or are we not? The hon- 
orable senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Choate,] 
and the honorable senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Rives,] said the power of Congress to admit new 
States was confined to territoiy within the limits of 
this Union; and yet they admit that if (he treaty- 
making power acquires territory, we can, one hun- 
dred years hence, admit Slates arising upon that 
territory. Such a doctrine as this was in violMiott 
of the constitution in every sense. This was the 
simple alternative: the framers of the constitution 
either intended — as honorable senators had said — to 
confine the power of Congress to the admission of 
territory that existed within the limits of the Union, 
at the lime of the adoption of the constitution, or 
there was no limitation at all in relation to the ad- 
mission of territory. ' 

The honorable senator from Virginia had devoted 
about one-half of his argument to demonstrate a 
proposition which was eelf-evidenl, that the treaty- 
making power is exercised by the President and the 
Senate) What is a treaty-making powei^ What 
is a treaty under the constitution of the United 
States? A treaty is a compact with a foreign na- 
tion, made by the President and the Senate, two- 
thirds concurring. The henbrable senator made a 
very great advance in his argument by saying that 
the power to make treaties was exclusively vested 
in the President and Senate. In sustaining this 
proposition the honorable senator had devoted an 
hour and a half to prove what was self-evident and 
written upon the face of the constitution. He (Mr. 
McD.) did not believe a word was said by that gen- 
tleman as to what were the proper subje.ts for a 
treaty, and what belonged to the legislative power of 
Congress. Did gentlemen on the other side find in 
the constitution such a rule as this, that territory can 
only be acquired first by the* treaty-making power, 
and then admitted by Congresa' It was not so 
written in the constitution. They must have ar- 
rived at that conclusion by some ingenious meta- 
physical process; and although he was once in 
some degree a metaphysician himself— he tharked 
God he was not so now — he confessed he was re- 
ally unable to comprehend the mode of reasoning 
by which they had brought themselves to such a 
conclusion. It was ingenious beyond all compre- 
hension, to show that the fVamera of the constitu- 
tion bad actually limited the power of Congress to 
the admission of new States arising upon the terri- 
tory then axlsting within the Union, and yet, that 
they meant that we should only acquire foreign 
territory by an inferior power of the goTemment. 



If this aigumen^ waa really just, why was it urn n 
written upon the face of the constitution? Wai it 
to be found in the constitutioa' Was there anything 
said lliere to prove that territory can be acquired at 
all by the treaty-making power? No; the pown to 
acquire territory by treaty was not set down in Iht 
constitution by any express grant. Which wutk 
powei, the legislative or the treaty-making pown' 
Honorable senators said it must be the treaty-mak- 
ing power, and maintained their arguments by oil- 
ing analogies of other governments — because in ikf 
governments of Europe it was the fashion toac- 
auire territory by treaty. Did they not recollert 
tnat, in all the powers of EUirope, the waM»aliiii| 
and treaty-making power were vested in hiyil 
hands? In England it is the Q.neen who declam 
war in all her majesty. It is the Queen who wwMi 
the lance of Mars. In all the powers of Kwvft 
the royal or ministerial powers declare war, and 
make war, and terminate war by treaties. Wilt 
them the war-making and treaty-making powcn 
are vested in the sanie hands. You find that ttni- 
tory is acquired by the saijie hands. And how was ii 
with us? There was one mode of aequirins territc 
ry, which every senator here admitted — ana he wa< 
sure the humblest member of Oie federal conven- 
tion must have had that in mind — ^which belonged 
exclusively to Congress, and that was by eon- 
quest The power of dedarine war was exanaiT» 
ly vested in the Congress of the United Shick 
and the power of carrying on that war, and all tht 
powers connected with it — the power of raisin; an 
army, and the power of keeping navies — the pover 
of raising revenue to sustain uiose armies and m- 
vies, and all the machinery of war, — all were giro 
exclusively to Congress, as well as the power to 
declare and to make war. Suppose some wron^io 
be commuted upon the United States by Mexno, 
which the Ui.ited States should drem sufficient jnaii- 
fication for the declaration of a war of conqoat 
against Mexico; suppose that war. was tobed^ 
Glared to-morrow: who would declare it? Go fuitlier 
suppose the country conquered. You have sem 
fifty thousand men by land, and fifty thousand by 
sea by a navy of fifty ships-of-war — all by the dim- 
tion of Congress: Suppose the territory of all 
Mexico proper conquered: Is not thatafbnnof 
acquisition conformable to the constitution? Ht 
doubted whether the idea of purehoaing lerritor; 
with money ever entered into the heads of tbe 
framers of the constitution at all. But to follow oui 
this idea of conquering Mexico. We conqiKi 
Mexico: the powers of that government submit: 
what agency had we with the treaty- making pown 
in this acquisition? It was true, the President and 
his counsel of two-thirds of the Senate had his im- 
portant functions in carrying on this war; but he 
merely had an office tojperform under Congiws, 
like every other agent. The war is ended, and lit 
conquest made. Would the honorable senator fron 
Massachusetts tell him if that conquest would no) 
be complete — if our title to it would not be com- 
plete—without consulting the President and li* 
Senate, the treaty-making power? 

To be sure, as a matter of convenience, if *' 
should not conquer the whole- territory, but oniT 
some of the northern provinces, in order to get ibr 
consent of the remaining provinces it would 
be necessary to resort to treaty; but even in 
that case the conquest was made; the whole 
thing was complete, and the President and 
Senate in the paltry act of ratification 
did nothing more than the clerk who records the 
conquest, made through the agency of the pown 
belonging to Congress; and yet this little tresty- 
moklng power — this power, conferred upon the 
President and his council, the Senate — was regari- 
ed by tbe honorable senator from Viiginia as ihe 
■great conservative power to which the framen of 
tbe constitution loeked for the salvation of tbrit 
country against the iniquity and wickedness of the 
whole government — against the President, Senate, 
and all the membera of the national legislature, act- 
ing together I 

Thus, the principal mode of acquiring letri' 
tory, in the conteiqplation of the frame™ of th 
constitution was, by war — which power they ei 
clusively delegated to the Congress of the United 
Slates. It appeared to him that if we were to di> 
tinguish between the powers of acquiring territory 
we must naturally refer to the power which onl; 
can declare war. 

Suppose another case. There was bat one olhr< 
mode, he believed — for he looked upon discovery a 
no mode at all— in which territory could be arquirrJ 
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and that was by purchase. Now, in regaid to this 
thing of purchase, if his historical reading had not 
misled bim, or if his memory was correct as to what 
he had read, he was rather under the impression that 
political philosophers in England, in speaking of the 
acquisition of dominion over that terrrtory by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror and his associates, set it down 
as title acquired by purchase, and held the expenses 
incurred in acquiring that territory as quite eouiva- 
lent to the acquisition by purchase. He should 
.say, as a rule, that the ]K>wer in the government 
that could acquire territory by conquest, naturally 
implied that the power was vested in that depart- 
ment also, as a necessary consequence, to acqiure it 
by purchase. 

But there was a much stronger reason than this. 
Suppose we buy Texas or Mexico for money by 
making a specific contract, as in the case of Louis- 
iana or Florida; Louisiana for 6fteen millions, and 
Florida for ten millions: what are the elements of 
the contract? What were the elements of the con- 
tract' We contracted to pay them ten and fifteen 
millions of dollars. Could the President, with two- 
thirds or three-thirds of the Senate, raise one cent 
of this money? Could they raise one cent of reven- 
ue.' Could they raise money enough to per their 
own salaries? They had no power at all in the col- 
lection of it; and yet they are to make a contract, 
which consisuin paying; money on our part, with- 
out the power to raise one cent of it! This was 
against all analogy. It was against all Ihoae anal- 
ogies drawn, not from the practices of other gov- 
emmentn, but from the constitution of the Unit^ 
States, and its express graots. 

Congress has the express grant of riuaing revenue, 
and appropriating money; but eentlemen argue that 
Congress has nothing to do with purchasing foreign 
territory. Mr. Jefferson in the purchase of Louis- 
iana, according to his recollection, and Mr. Monroe 
in the purchase of Florida, first required Congress to 
appropriate the means. Mr. Jefferson asked tne sum 
of twenty millions of dolburs for certain mysterious 
purposes connected with our foreign relations. [Mr. 
Buchanan said that was too large a sum.] He was 
pretty sure that was the amount of the appropria- 
tion for this secret service. He knew tliis, that he 
had often heard it stated as a part of the history of 
the times, that Mr. Jefferson would not move in this 
purchase until he got the sanction of Congress by 
thix secret appropriation. Mr. Jefferson knew too 
well the disposition of power, not to know that ail 
the power in making conlracu belong* to Congress 
exclusively. 

Without any sort of qualification therefor, he (Mr. 
Mcdoppie) should say, if this clause authoriEing 
Congress to admit new States into the Union did not 
exist; if there had been no clause upon the subject; 
that if foreign territoir was to be acquired at all, 
the power properly belongs to Conress. By a 
strange inversion of rules, gentlemen take for grant- 
ed that the framers of the con»tilution looked upon 
the President and two-thirds of the Senate as a sort 
of sacred security, subject, like the sacredness of 
kings in some countries, to none of the frailties of 
our nature. When the honorable senator from 
Virginia, who was really instructed in all the 
branches of the government, looked at the President 
and two-thirds of the Senate as the great guaranty 
against mischief of every description, did not the 
gentleman recollect what was the difference in the 
formation of the constitution, between a majority of 
the Senate then and now? He would tell him. A 
two-thirds majority of the Senate then — thirteen 
States, twenty-six votes — ^was four. A majority 
was fourteen. Two-thirds of the Senate eighteen — 
diflference four! Now, the honorable senator, pei^ 
haps, believed that these illustrious patriots, so often 
eulogized as more than men, who formed the con- 
stitution of the United States, regattled a miserable 
squeul of foursenators,miaerabie frail beings as we are, 
us a safer depositary of power than the whole of the 
departments of the government united. Did the 
frtuncrs of the consitution actually suppose that the 
President, with this corps offbursenatars, furnished 
a much better security against abase of this power 
of carrying on a treaty with a foreign nation than 
that popular branch of the national legislature, com- 
ing directly from the people? 

[Here Mr. Rives, who had been absent, entered, 
and tnok his seat. 

Mr. McDiTFFiE expressed his satisfaction at see- 
ing the senator from Virginia in his place, and re- 
capitulated the latter part of his remarks.] 

He would ask the honorable senator how long he 
expected that higbdegT«e of political purity to con- 



tinue in this government — hew long he expected it 
to be before he could stand up before the people of 
the United States and say, I am sure the President 
of the United States cannot buy up four senators by 
four foreign missions; and to say to the Senate and 
and President, that our forefathers were said to 
have had such extraordinary confidence in them 
that they deemed four such mdividuals a safer de- 
positary of power than all tlie government together. 

At the lost session of Congress when it appeared 
to be i'liporlant to show that the Senate of the 
United Stales could not introduce a bill ruhieinj^ 
revenue, because it could not introduce a bill to t»i- 
eretae revenue; he thought it was the earnest desire 
of some gentlemen then to show that the President 
and the Senate were worse than nothing; and could 
not put their fingers upon it until they got the com- 
mand from the other House. 

He recollected reading that one of the old members 
of the convention— a very wise man, too — contend- 
ed very gravely that this was a very dangerous 
body; and went on to speculate that, in the course 
of fifty years. Congress would be in everlasting 
session — ^ihe Senate referring to precedents at every 
step, aristocratic in every movement, and separat- 
ing itself as much as possible from the people. 
Was it to be supposed that, in those primitive days, 
those sagacious men should have given this treaty- 
making power to the President ana the Senate upon 
the ground that they were the safest depositaries of 
the whole government? 

Gentlemen might rest assured that the fVamers 
of the constitution looked upon the Senate, in con- 
neetion with the executive, only in relation to pai^ 
ticular subjects, which it wss convenient to refer to 
them. ' It was with no suspicion or alarm in regard 
to the legislative department. They never exprcted 
to see the anomaly here which has been presented. 
They expected that if they ever saw a Caesar, it 
would be a Ciesar with a Senate at his heeels. And 
allov.' him (Mr. McD.) to say, that if we now had 
Ike Cn^sar of the gentlemen on the other side, this 
Senate would be at his heels. 

The Senate was a small body; and from that cii^ 
cumstance alone, it was ten times as easy to buy 
tliem up as it would be to buy up the House of 
Representatives. It was a small boay, and held its 
office by a long tenure. Therefore if there was any 
truth m this principle, it was that the Senate 
was a more dangerous body — a body less to be 
trusted than the body in whom no power had 
been vested by the the forms of the constitution, 
except in case of necessity. Look over the records 
of the time — look over the history of the conMitu- 
tion, and you will see that the President was se- 
lected to make treaties because he wt^ a single man, 
not because lie was a man more worthy of trust 
than three hundred coming directly from the peo- 
ple. They selected him hecanse, being a single 
man, he could carry on a treaty with that serresy 
necessary to its success, which, in a large body 'of 
men, could not be so well observed. 

Such were the grounds upon which the powers of 
making treaties were conferred upon the President 
and Senate by the framers of the constitution. It 
was upon no conce^sMjitint the Senate represented 
the States; but uM^^HKniception that the Senate 
was a small boH^^^^Berefore less liable to de- 
lays, and better I^^^^^V than the larger body. 

If thisapply to MHBKy' and war-making pow- 
ers, what do we say? rf it can be done by legisla- 
tion, let it be done. That is the mode. But com- 
pare these powers. Which is the mete dangerous, 
to acquire territory by Congress or by purchase? If 
it is acquired by Congress, it is done stall events by 
the same power whicTi is to pay for it, and by the 
same power that exercises the war-making power — 
the power which authorizes the raising of armies, 
creating them in all their panoply, by which victory 
and conquest are achieved. In the case of pui^ 
chase by treaty, the President, who should pur- 
chase a territory without being assured of the ratifi- 
cation of the House of Representatives, would de- 
serve, if he stipulated to pay the money, to receive 
the just reward of presumption and unauthorized 
authority; and even Mr. Jefferson, all-powerful as 
he was in the confidence of the people, would not 
venture to enter into the n^otialion of Louisiana, 
before he was assured, by an appropriation made by 
Congress for secret service, that the stipulations 
which he made should be fulfilled. 

If the honorable senator from Massachusetlea iuO 
stood on the ground which be (Mr. McD.) understtiod 
him to take originally, it would have been a bold 
and Dumly ground. He understood him to say, 



that he did not eontend for the power of the 
President and Senate against the Iwislatore, 
or the legislature against tbe President; but 
he contended fbr the people against both; and that 
no branch of this government could briiig in larri- 
tory that did not Iwlong to the United States at the 
time of the adoption oi the constitution. That would 
have been ground to stand upon. The honorabla 
senator couTd stand upon tnrafinna there. But the 
moment you abandon that, and say that the framers 
of the constitution did not intend to give this power 
to admit new States out of territory subsequently 
acquired to Congress — the moment you admit that 
Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkansas had been consti- 
tutionally admitted as members of this Union, you 
adsait away the whole argument Yon liave not an 
inch of constitutional ground to stand upon. What 
was the aiKumenl? That the President and two-thirda 
of tile Senate may negotiate for the acquisition of 
Mexico, with Santa Anna, or any other usurper 
sitting there, who cedes the whole Mexican territo- 
ry, peopled as she is with Spaniards and In- 
dians, ; negroes and meatezoa, and all possible 
varieties of kind and color, and this territo- 
ry, thus acquired to-day, with this heterogeneous 
population — "black spirits and white spirits, grey 
spirits and blue," by this clause converzttume, the 
treaty-making power, (the President and the Senate,) 
and to-morrow what is done? Why this dreadful, 
tremendous, frightfVil leg^ative power may come 
in, and admit as a Stole into this Union, this very 
territory thus acquired, with all its classes of inliabi- 
tants, of all casts and aH religions, to a sacred fra- 
ternity with the other States of the Union. Now, 
he would ask the honorable senator from Virginia 
if there was any mode by which a distinction could 
be drawn, so aa to make it understood that Con- 
gress cannot admit a new State peopled with our 
own peuple— once belonging to us, of our own stock, 
brought up under the some institutions, educated at 
the same schools, worshipping at the same altar, and 
protesting against the set by which they were ceded 
to a foreign power — that this people, desiring to 
come back to us, cannot be admitted inU) the tjmon; 
and yet we could admit Mexico to-morrow if she 
were acquired by treaty to-day, with all her popula- 
tion, whioh constitute treble that of Texas. It did 
appear to him that all the analogies of the constitu- 
tion hold us to this fact irresistibly, that if a foreign 
territory can b« acquired at all, it can be acquired by 
the legislative power, unless there is some physical 
obstacle in the way. If you stipulate terras that 
can only, in point of fact, be aceompltsbed by 
ministers, these ministers undoubtedly must be 
sent to the President; but even then, the Presi- 
dent would be as much a ministerial function- 
ary in the service of Congress aa the minister 
from another government would be in his 
hands. What was the function to which referenre 
had been so oflen msde during this debate, both in 
the halls of Congress and in the newspapers, which 
it was so indispensoble that the President and Sen- 
ate should perform? Supjwse we buy territroy, 
do we call upon the President and Senate alone to 
give our consent? Was there any senator here who 
supposed that the framers of the constitution had 
confided this power exclusively to the President 
and Senate, without any reference to the popular 
branch of the national legislaturt^ The President 
and Senate would not dare to act unless tlie consent 
of the people and of Congress had been given in 
some form. 

Thus it appeared, from the arguments of honor- 
able senators upon> this subject, that because, in 
so3ie cases, it might b« necessary to call upon the 
President and Senate to ratify and record a contract, 
this was an exclusive power sacredly given to 
them. 

The honorable senator on the other side [Mr. 
Datton] said nothing more to-day Uian that the 
treaty-making power was vested in the President 
ond Senate, without advancing an argument, if he 
(Mr. McD.) understood him, to show the extent of 
that power on the subjects embraced in it. Tliat the 
acquisition of territory belongs to that power, had 
not yet, in his judgment, been established by any 
arguments which he had heard on the other side. 
On the contrary, all the analogies of the constitu 
tion proved directly the reverse. 

Now, in regard to precedents upon this subject. 
How was ScoUond united to England? He had not 
looked at the books of history to refresh his mem- 
ory, but, if his recollection was correct, it was done 
by a mutual act of ParliamenL 

Mr. DAYTON here interposed to say, that aa hi* 
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reading; was rather freaher thftn the honorable aen- 
mor'a, he would, with his permission, state how 
that nnion was performed. There were commia- 
aionen nmiually appointed by the two j^vern- 
menta. They made the treaty, signed the inatru- 
menta of writinc, reported each to their reapeclive 
f^oremment, and then an act of Parliament was panfi- 
ed retrogniainf; what had bi en performed by the com- 
miaaiunen. 

Mr. McDUFFIE reeumed. That did not alter 
the truth of hiapoeition at all. The whole act wax 
in point of fnct a leeiHlative one; and it waa alio by 
an act of Cnrlianient that Irchtnd waa imited to fc^ng- 
lond. 

What hre we about to do? We are about to ad- 
mit a foreign State — a Siale which ia now a foreign 
State, but which r^uaea to be foreign tlie moment alie 
roniea in; and preparing herself according to the 
preacribed forma of the constitution before she 
ronies in; we are about to admit her as a sister Stnte 
itito thin cnnfedcrary of sisti'r States, By all llie 
nnalogiea of constitutional law, and all the analogic* 
of history — by nil the analogies of sense and reaaon, 
he appealed to the honnrnlile senator from Massa- 
rhusetta if ha [Mr.CHOATK] believed that this thing of 
ncqnirinjf forrign territory with a view to admitting it 
as a Slate herenlirr.belonged at nil to the treaty-maknig 
power? it waa against all mison — all analogy. The 
iionorable aenatnr thinks it lawfully belongs to the 
people of the United Btates to admit new Slatea. 
He (Mr. McD.) alionid have thought so too, if it 
had not been for these five or six plam words: *'New 
tjlatea may be admitted by the Congreaa." But for 
that he should ^o back with the honorable senator; 
but there was no half way ground. He thought 
that upon Ihia iiuickaand the honorable senator muat 
go down. I lu ho)>ed he might not doso in politics, 
although some had prophesied ns much, There 
was no hall-wnv lianae tn rest at upon tliis question. 

A fi<w worda in regard to another point. In 
attempting to construe away one of the very plainest 
clauses of the constitution, and one of tho shortest, 
it was a little exlrnordiimry tliat the honorable 
amalor from Vin?inia, forgetting that brevity is the 
aotd of wit, seemed to regard it os a conolusive rea- 
aon why Huch a treniei dous power should not be 
given to Congress ber^use it was in so short a clause. 
It was not to be believed for a moment that the 
(Vamere of tlie ronatitution ahoidd delegate te Con- 
gfeaa a power ao important, so compreheniive, in 
a few words. The honorable aenstor found another 
objection, which was still more striking. He seem- 
ed to think it placed in an extraordinary position 
in the constitution. Now he (Mr. McD.) suspected 
that the honotalile senator had not ascertained pre- 
cisely whether this was not a miaiake committed 
by the printer. Did he go to the original nuuiu- 
acript? Perhaps the largest letters in the manu- 
script, ronapicuous over all others, like the inscrip- 
tion of .lolm HnniHvk in the declaration of inde- 
iiendenoe, had aitrai-tetl his attention lirat. Really, 
if we were to obie<-i to this power because it wasm 
a few wortl.i, or hap|>«nea to be found in a dark 
comer, the constitution would soon be divested of 
Its more impon.int grants. 

But it was a liiile extraordinary that the honora- 
ble aenator IHim Virginia, who had been brought 
up aa one of the most .strict of that sect, in the 
school of Stale nV.ht^ and strict construction, should 
be the fiisi, thus educated and thus associated, to 
set a woful example of annihilating the plain and 
express powers of the constitution, by this exor- 
cism — this glorious system of conalniction. Did 
not the honorstble semttor see — did he not know 
that the same jhiwer that df.-iiroys can create — a 
power ten ihouwnd times more dangerous He 
warned luin to beware when he attempted to trample 
down an rvprrss clause of the constitution, he 
?:t<nrk at nil the rights granted to ua by the framers 
of that insiruroeut. 

Thus tlir^e words in the constitution, plain as 
they are, c«>niprehens«\e as they are, unequivocal ae 
they atr — "Oungnss nwy admit new States into this 
Uiuon" — M-ere deemetl by the honorable .ornator to 
rvnd, by uiier(H<lation, "t. on^r«»a may admit new 
2^alea into the Union, arising within the terniory 
now belungii^t to the Union," Yet he claims toaif- 
hrre lo the ovMisiuuiion! Did be find this broitation 
upon the i'4-e of that insmimeni? 

Accordins; tohis ^^^r. MoD.^') views of the con- 
slituliou, exery pro|x>sitton submitted in relatiim to 
tliat vlaose Ix-fixte the conveaiion was a tair sub- 
leci orcriLsideratKin, He well remembered that the 
liret proixvanon u(ion (his sui>iect was, that Coo- 
gTMS coutd adiuil new Statw in^wJ/y Tisi»g vittiio 



the limits of the United Stales. Every logical rea- 
soner — every judge upon .the bench— avery slatea- 
roan would say that, if this proposition was origi*- 
ally Bubmitted to the convention, and not finally 
found in the constitution, it would be conclusive 
evidence that the words not therein found werejn- 
tended to be stricken out. This proposition was con- 
fined lo those Stales which would lavrfuUtj arise within 
tlie existing territory of the Union, Now, sBiiators 
said that the reason why this clause of the constitu- 
tion was not finally incorporated, was to get rid of 
the word lavfiUly; that Vernuuit was in a sort of re- 
bellious mi/ov/iW state, so that if they incorporated 
the clause with this word it would exclude her; 
and it was, therefore, deemed indispensable to ex- 
clude the word laiefuUy. Did it not occur lo the 
honorable senator's ingenious mind that if 
the object of the convention had been mere- 
ly lo get rid of the word latpfitlly, they 
rould have stricken it out, and left the rest as it was? 
How would it then read.' Ebcactly as honorable 
senators on the other side interjireted the existing 
clause: "CorgreKa may admit into the Union new 
Slates arising within the limits of the Union." If 
that waa what they intended, why did they not 
strike out the single word lawfully? Why did tliey 
insert another ilau.'tc calculated to deceive if it 
does not mean what it says? 

Again: To show of how little value are all lliese 
re.tdings of the intention of the framera of the con- 
stitution, and to show how little importance we 
ought to attach to the reasons which influenced this 
great man or thai, in tlie convention or out of it, he 
referred to the conflicting inferences which senators 
had drawn from the remarks of the samcauthnrilieg. 
One senator gels up and reads a <|uolation from tlie 
remarks of QouverneDr Morris, sils down, and is 
followed by another senator, who reads an extract 
from a letter written by him, contradicting all iJiat 
was r«ad before. 

All these readings amounted to nothing. He 
would not give a pinch of snufiT for the interpreta- 
tion drawn from what this member or that mem- 
ber of the convention said. He protested against 
considering the constitution by anything but iiscif, 
and the various propositions submitted during its 
■liscussion. If gentlemen went beyond that, they 
went out upon Uie boundless ocean. 

He stood upon the plain letter of the constitution, 
not because it was a plain letter merely, but because 
it waa auBtained by reason and the nature of things, 
and all the analogies existing under this govern- 
ment, and the analogies of the constitution itself. 
This power to admit new Slates into the Union, as 
far as that could be done, was expressly given lo 
Congreaa; and it was in vain to say thai Congress 
coulu not admit a foreign State, but could admit 
territory acquired by the trenty-maldng power — thot 
Congress could adroit the citizens, and army, and 
navy, and "all the pomp and circumstance of war," 
but not the land ilaelf. 

He did not intend, when he rose, to make a 
speech half so long. He h.td thrown out the prom- 
inent suggestions which had occurred to him, with- 
out nny previous pregiarHtion; and he would con- 
eJude by a.'dting if the vmwer lo admit Texas — con- 
stiliite<l OS she is, a neighboring province, the soil 
originally beUinsing to us, her |)opul.ititin in a grtot 
part once citi?.ens of ouj^M'U country, who went 
away from us under j^^Bh <u>d now come back 
with their hands aiid^^^^^fin lo embrace us — 
was now to be deiti|^^^^Bfis it is under an ex- 
pre»i clause of the itflJHPBrif 

The arguments wliii'n- ?ie had heard urged upon 
this floor, would, in the hands of a despotic Presi- 
dent, annihilate the lilierties of this country. It was 
a most dangerous thins to establish a ptwedent of 
Ibis kind. It was equally as dangerous to deny this 
power to Congress now, as if it did not exist in the 
consiitulion at all, and gentlemen were aitempiing 
lo create it by construction. He trusied, therefore, 
that honorable aenalore would throw off their preju- 
dices, and approach this great national question with 
thai spirit in which Bucha question oa this ought to 
be approached. 

He had often imagined what an extraordinary 
spectacle the Congress of the United Suites must 
present to the European nations. He had imagined 
how the nuoisiera and kings of Eurojie were lajgh- 
ing in their sjeeves at the apectot-ie which we »-ere 
now prenentiiig: while Great Britain, three or four 
ihousAiid raiira from Tex.rs, ia moting heaven and 
earth to prevent the United Staiea from duiug the 
just, and necessary, and rational act of national 
pnideiKe, ot' admituog a netgbbonng territory itiat 



once belonged to her, and peopled by her own peo. 
pie, Great Britain is exerting all her iugmuity to 
extend that tremendoua power which she exetcin 
over the deep, and over the face of the whole worM 
Wliile she is purauing her purpose in endearw. 
ing to secure an alliance, we here, with a free o% 
on the part of Texas to surrender her sovewijiiiy m 
us, cunformably lo her con.-stitution nnd ours— «hi> 
she is coming into our arms without money ami 
without price — we are gravely debating here technbl 
• and constitutional questions to establish a contluiKKi 
by which we can deprive ourselves of the great ui. 
ent that is oft'ered to us. He regrelied thai lie had 
not brought a statement with him, which he hail nii 
out of the Intelligencer the other day, token fromiiu 
London Times, that he might show honorable yg- 
atore in what a glorious estimate we a;c held bjlb* 
ministera of England. They say that the Senatcnr 
the United States is the only part of the goveninai 
worth a fig — because the Senate hikd the boldnniui 
set itself up ngainst the President! 

Suppose we lose Texas finally? Senators mifttit 
judge as they pleassed of his belief, but he eaid iiov, 
in conclusion, that if we should lose Texas liy thr 
conduct of this Senate, we would be the jest anJ ilt 
laughing stock of Europe. 

Mr. McD. having finished his remarks, 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
f MoNDAT, February 34, 1845. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House > repw 
frum the Secretary of the Treoanry on the tonnaii 
and navigation of the United States: laid on llie',i. 
ble and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. G. W. .TONES moved the printing of IO,«ll 
extra copies of the report received a few days «{• 
fVom the Treasury Department, giving the simiw 
of goods imported into the country, dislingiiishii; 
the free goods from the dutiable goods, with ik 
rate of duty on each. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion could K 
be entertained without the unanimous consentof lU 
HoiLse. 

Mr. BRODHEAD objected, and the motion n 
not received. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY moved for the priminf e 
the usual number of extra copies of the report ja 
received from the Treoaury Department on toMBj 
and navigation. 

The CHAIR said the motion could only be niiif 
tained by general consent. 

Objections were made, and the motion vai r^t 
received. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a rtpto' 
from the Treasury Department transmitting a su*; 
ment from the Firat Comptroller of tlie Tirajoiya' 
the ofTicial emolumenta of the officen of the custoa, 
together with a statement of commissions on ix. 
buraements: laid on the table and ordered to 1^ 
printed. 

Also a communication from the Treasury Dejw" 
ment enclosing a report from the Tressurer of A 
United States containing an account of the Rce^ 
and disbursements of Ue Coiled States for the yd 
ending 30ili June, 1844: laid oo the table, and onli^ 
ed lo be printed. 

Also a message from the President of the Cniis 
States, made in compliance with a resolution of "j 
House of the 23d January last, ioqoinng if any,i!< 
what, oAicera of the Uuiied States have been sii^ 
of embezzlement since the 19th of August, 1341, a* 
if so, whether such oihcers have been proaecuttit 
provided by law, transmitting leuers from ibeSa 
retary of the Treasury, War, amd Navy DepK 
menti:, and the Post Offoe DcnartmenL, giving ll 
information that no cases of emWzzleinait had tain 
place since 19th August, 1841, exrrpt in the caw i 
a postnuister in Kentucky, who had been mnoil 
from ofiice, and inairu- lions given for his imniMlii 
prosecution: laid on the tu>ie, uid ordered a\ 
printed. 

Also a leuer from the Secretary of the Treitu 
transmilting copies of cootiacu reladng to li;! 
houses, marine ooapitals, &<u: laiil oo the tabic, * 
ordered to be printed. 

Also a communication from the War Departmi 
transmitting the report of Lieut. FrcKioDt of ha I 
pediiion west of the Rocky raouncsins. 

Mr. BOWXIN called for the iCMtine of the itp 

which he wished lo fo!k>w up vx& a akotionto pi 

ii. As the pruiiirf of ihts doi.Miariii tanU ixK 

. executed beiore the idfotaament, be wished 

I Hook u> onkr its bene '<■■* ■■ *^ iccos. 1 
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[ Continued /rvm JVo. 21.] 
docuBMat waa a verv intereating Mie, awl 1m thought 
no objeetioi) would be made to printtng it. 

Objections were made by aevenla ana the motion 
was not recehred. 

The following bills from the Seoete wen several- 
ly read twice, and refeired to appropriate commit. 
lees: 

An act extending the juriedietioo of the district 
courts, in certain eases, lo the lakes and nsTigaUe 
waters of the same. 

An act extending the patent heretofore granted to 
WilUam Woodward. 

An act for the relief oCIVoah Miller, of the State of 
Maine; and 

An act for the relief of the corporation of Wash- 
ington. 

The bill ft«m the Senate entitled An act sapple- 
[DcirtaTjr to the act to repeal the act for the better or- 
^i^Uon of the district courts of the United States 
n the State of Louisiana, and for other purposes, 
ma read twice. 

Mr. J. B. MOBSE moved that the bill be put on 
Is paesage, which was agreed to; and H was accord' 
n|ty"read the third time and paused. 

The bill from the Senate entitled An act to amend 
he act entitled an act to carry into cflect iu the 
katcs of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing 
oinpacts with those Stales in regard to the five per 
ent. fund for school purposes, was read twice. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the bUl lie put on its 
ossage, which was agreed to; and it was according- 
Y read the third time and passed. 

WEfiTEHM AVATEBS. 

.Mr. TIBBATT8 said that, wilh the view of 
loving to take up the biUs making appropriations 
)r the improvement of rivers and harbors^ be ipoved 
lat the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
l^hole on the state of tlie Union. 

Tbv 8PKAE.ER said the geodeman could move 
I go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
le Union; and when that motion was carried, it 
ould be competent tor the comanittee to take up 
hat businesy it pleased. 

Mr. TIBBATTSaaidhewwawsieofthat. He 
Ur intended to give notice of the motion he would 
ake, if the moljoii to go into CoaimitUiB oC the 
^hole prevailed. 

The question beii^ put. the motioo «t Mr. Ti». 
kTTs was agreed to; and the House aooardiiigly r^ 
lived itself into a Commiltse of the Whais on the 
lie of the Union, Mr. Wsujut, of Ohio, in the 
lair. 

Mr. BURKE moved to lake up the joist resolo- 
m of th« Senate aulhorizine the Attorney Geoeral 
contract for a certain number of copies of a pro- 
i«ed edition of the laws of the United States. 
Mr. RATH BUN moved to Uke up the post office 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to take up the bill m*- 

gg appropriations for the improvement of eertain 

toors and rivers. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee take up 

( army appropriation bill. 

The auestion was first put on Mr. BoMn's mo- 

n; ana it waa rejected. 

Tlie question was next put on Mr. McKat'i mo- 

o; and it was also rejected — ayes 73, noes 95. 

POST OJfFICE BILL. 
Mr. RATHBUN moved that the committee lake 

Senate bill No. 46, to reduce the rates of postage, 
limit the use and correct the abuse of the frank- 
; privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the 
rcnues of the Post Office. 
Tellers were then called for, and Messrs. Caleb 

Smith and Tibbatts were appointed; and, hev- 
; taken the vote, they reported 101 in the affirma- 
e and 38 in the negative. 

The CLERK then read the bill through all its 
itions. 

The reading of the bill having been concluded, 
i the first section being under considention,( which 
ablishes a uniform rate of postage, viz: 5 cents 
' all distances for letters or parcels not exceeding 
weight one.half ounce, which are deemed single 
ter»; charges two cents on drop letten, and on ad- 
-lised letters the additional charge of advertising,) 
Mr. H0PKII4S moved to amend by striking out 



and inserting as a substiUito therefor, the first sec- 
tion, slightly modified, of the bill rsported by Mr. 
Hardin, from the committee of the House. Hiis 
amendment proposes to make the rates of postage 
on "single sheets of paper" for 100 miles and un- 
der 5 cents, and over that distance 10 cents; doutdes, 
trebles, or quadruples the charge for two, three, or 
four sheets; until the package arrives at the wei^t 
of one ounce avoirdupoia, when it is charged quad- 
ruple the single rotes, and an additional single post- 
age for each additional half ounce; provides that the 
postages aforesaid be prepaid, and if not prepaid, 
doubles the for^ioing rates; charges 3 cenU on drop 
letters, unless prepaid, in which case 3 cents; diaiges 
3 cents additional on advertised letten; prescribes 
that it shall not be necessary to advertise letten 
whieh have been refiised by those to whom directed; 
providuig for their beiiu; sent, marked "refused," 
to the dead-letter ofllce; subjects to the foregoing ratM 
and ohaiges every article or thing sent by mul, ex- 
cept those bv this act sent free, unless it be a iiewa- 
paper, pamphlet, or oUier printed matter "her«iiiafter 
mentioned, containing no written matter whatever 
beyond the address axid the name of the person send- 
ing the same, nor any mark or sign to serve the 
purpose of a written communication; and which 
shall be so folded or enveloped as to be open at least 
at one end." 

Mr. HOPKINS obtained the floor, but yielded 
for a moment at the request of 

Mr. J.VMESON, who moved an amendment to 
the first section, to eauiblish the rate 5 cents for 200 
miles and under; of 10 cents between SOO and 400 
miles; and of 30 cenfs over 400 miles. 

Mr. HOPKINS said he had, from the commence- 
mwt of the present session, believed the Post C^ce 
Department a doomed department of the public ser- 
vice; he had believed that it would not bear the re- 
duction which seemed to be desired on almost every 
side of the House. He was content, however, upon 
n/lection, to agree to three rates of postage — 5, 10, 
and 15 cents That, of Uself, would be a heavy re- 
duction. He did not believe the service would hear 
a greater one. Bat the committee of this House, 
after great reflection on the subject, and, as he be- 
lieved, with an anxious desire on the pott of every 
member of the committee to arrive at some soft ooo- 
"I'ltinn^*^**^ — f*i. ^rt^ i wn^ htA rvoMmsAdsd 
tolha Booss two i«M»— S aad 10 ceotr, ArlM 
milss and leas, S cents. He believed tlM distance 
ought lo be rsduoed to 100 miles. He knew then 
were strong argusMMs against it. It woaU be ooo- 
teaded, if this lowwsi rat* di4 not exisad to 300 
MBes, so as to emboss the points betwew which 
tlM private ea p r sssss dneily operated, that (hat iQi- 
ai service wotdd stilt eontimte, to the injury td th« 
torn. Office DepirtmsMi and that much of the maS 
Matter would aad its w*y of tnosoussioa through 
tbsss expresses. Bm g ialta m iii must eorty along 
wilh that idea aaetbw, vn: ttatthe privtts oxpress- 
*s between the oUsr eUss of the Cnion would 
■■be a profitable bnMssa at Um lh«a Seeots. 
When their redoeed lo i«« esata batweea Ifew 
Yeik and Phihidelphia, the private ezprssses would 
s«a carry at 3 cents, and moke it a profitable busi- 
It waa utteriy imp o aa ih ie, tharafcrs, to put 



the private exp r iasis by redueiog the rates 
«f paaiage tf they still preserved the carfinal prin- 
oifh of the depwrtment, viz: that it shall be left to 
ilB««ii inoome for support; foritmost be perceived 
Iksl the moment the rates of postage were reduoed 
as as to break down these expresses the unprofit- 
oU* roates must be brokau down, or the deport- 
mmt Must become a ehoige aa tiie treaaiuy. 
ttat WW dear. This govemmenrcoukl not com- 
ptta vritb the private exptasaea, and'they could not 
oaasai the pnvata expeoaea to keep up on unpro- 
ilahb roolea. The eonaeqnenee waa that the pri- 
vate axpreaaes would never supply the interior of 
Iha eoantry — that they would never carry the mail 
■Mttrahilig the aparaely aettled tagionaof the South 

Iha propoaition, therefore, preaenlad ihia sltema- 
liaac if they adopted the rate of poataga esUibtished 
by Iha Senate bill, the service must either be cur- 
WM aal crippled in a coneeponding degree, or the 
isaMMnt muat be put on the national treasury. 

He appealed to gentlemen to vole with him to i 
*ffty the Scent rate to 100 miles; and if hereafter it '* 



was found that the service would admh of it* boitv 
extended to 300 or 300 miles, how easOy it might 
be accomplished by a bill of one section lo that ^ 
feet. He would be glad, if the service admitted,, to 
see the 5 cent rote extended to the whol* Unioa, 
and for small distances the 3 cent rate; but it waa 
not for a moment imaginable that it could be 
done. He warned genOemen if ths Senate 
bill passed there would result a deficiency in 
the revenues of the department o^ not 
leas than three millions dollan. The bill propoMil 
a uniformrate of five cents. Hie present nmnber 
of letters averaged about twenty-seven minions; let 
them suppose Uiat the mail correspondence of m 
country was increased in the higheat riido claJmed 
by the most imaginary advocate of the cheap sys- 
tem, and then we had forty millions of lettim, wfaldi 
would give a revenue at &rthe8t not excaediiK ttm 
millions; and this on tlie hypothesis that each lettar 
was aslngle letter. Butthis-bill went Authef, hlul 
applied the single rate to all packages not exceMick 
half ounce in weight, which it cMsidered single le^ 
ten. Instead of this increasing the oommerciid 
correspondence of the country, it would reduce ik 
The tnin French letter paper would beobtsioed, 
eight sheets of which might enclosed ui an envelope, 
and not weigh over halfan ounce. Did they believe 
that our merchanta would aend single shsets, when 
the law would allow them eight sheets at the same 
rate? If one had not so many lettera to send, some 
half dozen houses would combine together for the 
purpose of making up tlie half ounce. Then the 
whole increase of the correspondence of the cottti- 
try would be of friendly correspondence. The 
commercial correspondeaca would be decrease un- 
der the Senate bill. 

But aupposing that Ae correspondence was in- 
creased, and that the number of lettera was swollen 
up to forty millions, it would jg:ive but two mifUoaB 
of revenue; and he maintoinei^ with the half ounce 
principle, we wouM not realize more one and a half 
millions of dollars; and that the returns to the next 
Congress, if the biU became a law, would demon- 
stnte it. 

He knew it had been ilaid AU the mail UAtterin 
Englsnd had greatfy increosei under .4be>pemiy- 
poatafi systam. He referred to several etfcum- 
stoaees whwl^ in tUs country, Itould tend to oppose 
ha ao BUco^safiU operation, tit: the comparative 
spatcity of population, Ihe greater distance of routes, 
Uie greater expenses th«reon, &c, and, in view of the 
utter failure in which (he experimcut must rasiilt, 
declared he would leave it to other genUmen to 
perform the miserable office of ealeringto we com- 
mands of tlie oammereial cities of the Union. 

He did not mean to labor thia question. He sub- 
mitted the bill ta the gentleman ftom Illinois, [Mr. 
Habdix,] who was familiar with it in ail its opera- 
tions, to take chaige of it. The gentleman's con- 
stituents hod a deeper interest in it oiaa his constit. 
uents had. 

But he would enumerate one or two among ths 
many objections to it. After all that had been said 
on this subject by the city presses— after they had 
applied the lash so freely on this House, and on no 
member in a imirit of greater demmciation than on 
himself, notwithstanding it was said that this bill 
was amply discussed in the Senate, and we ought 
not dare to amend it, it would be found, in his hum- 
ble judgment, one of the crudest pieces of legisla- 
tion that hod ever passed any deliberative body. 
Under this bill would it be believed that the post- 
master in Boaton would be annually a debtor to the 
government of some i7,000? He explained that 
the necessary incidantalexpenses of the post ofBee 
were about #17,000, and that with the highest esti- 
mated inerease of letters of 100 per cent, his com- 
mission would still fall short of this amount by 
*7,000. There would be a like defleit of commis- 
sion to the amount of |3.000, in St. Louis; and 
similar would be the state oi the case in PhiladeU 
pbia, New York, and the other large cities. 

Another objection which be named was in rehl>- 
tion to the franking privilege. If any one thtoe 
more distinctly than , another was demanded 
in the numerous oetittoos on this subject, it was the 
entire abolition of tbk (tanking privil^e; yet it was 
reserved und* this bill, and that in a very objec- 
tionable form, as by it members of Congress were 
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allowed to aend a certain number of letten free, 
while for those they receired they were thrown on 
the meres' of the goTemmeat. It was, in fact, gvr- 
ine the uankioc privilege to the roan in the country 
with whom they coneqwnded, while the letters re- 
ceived by members or Congress on business for 
others were not oomptehended within this priv- 
ileee. 

He repeated, he believed the service was doomed. 
It was to go on to the national treasury without 
check or limitation. It waa for the wisdom of this 
House to determine whether they would thus allow 
this department of the government, which now, and 
since the commencement of the government, had 
had the wholesome, salutary check upon it of being 
required to support itsdf, to be thrown on the gen- 
eral government. In hia humble judgment, if this 
. bill were passed, ten years would not eUpae before 
it would be an annual charge often millions of dol- 
lars on the treasury. 

Mr. RATHBUN was not disposed to take up 
the time of the Hotise. He had a few words, how- 
ever, to say on this bill. It was evident, if they 
meant to make any iinprovement by the reduction 
of the rates of postage, they teusttake the present 
bill, which, be admitl^, had some defects in iL 
He was not disposed to yield or succumb to the dic- 
tation of the other branch of the legislature — as little 
so disposed aa any other member. But when they 
had a Doon like the present offered, notwithstanding 
the numerous defects of the bill, he waa disposed to 
accept it 

He had no apprehension that the present bill 
would not, after a brief experience, produce as much 
revenue as the present rates of postage yielded. He 
looked upon it as one of the plainest propositions in 
the world. Like the reduction of fare on steam- 
boats and railroads, it would increase the amount of 
business. In addition to our experience in this 
country of the effect of such reducuons, we had be- 
fore us the experience of Oreat Britain upon this 
identical subject — thav the reduction of the rates of 
postage, instead of decreaaing the amount of letters 
sent, increased it There, Uie rate formerly was 
7 pence, and it was reduced to I penny — one^seventh 
of that previously established; here, tne highest rate 
was 35 cents; it was proposed to reduce it to 5 cents, 
or to one-fifth; and, if they took the avaiage, it was 
but little over, or did not at all exceed, a redaction 
to on^third of the former rates. 

As to the aignment that the corapeosatioa of the 
pottmastera at Boatou, New York, and other large 
offices, would be s« roluced that they would be an- 
nually brought in debt, he thought there was no 
weigbt in it. He waa preUy sure that whether this 
bill passed or not, there would always be hundreds 
of persons anxious to fill these offices. He was for 
taking this bill with all its defects and imperfections, 
without any alteration, as it was infinitely better 
than the present system.. He looked upon taxa- 
tion upon oorreapondencn as a grievous burden 
upon the intelligenca and literature of the country. 
He looked upon cheap communication through the 
mails aa the pioneer to the universal intelligence of 
tbe nation. Even if the effecu of this reform should 
be as argued by the gentleman from Virginia, to 
draw two or throe millionB annually from the treasu- 
ry, he would be willing to go for it. Wo have (said 
he) a fund — he meant the land fund — wliidi could 
very properi^^ be devoted to this purpose. There 
was one project on foot for distributing the land 
fund among the several States, "and another for 
ceding the lands to tbe States in which they lie — 
neither of which projects could stand in competition 
with the one for devoting it to the dissemination of 
intelligence among the people. 

He now moved that the committee rise, for the 
p^irpose of allowing him to introduce a resolution to 
terminate debate on this bill in ten minutes. 

The question waa taken on this motion by tellers, 
(Messrs. P. Kino and Tbomasson,) and decided in 
the affirmative — ayes 83, noea 54; and the commit- 
tee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. HAMLIN then offered a resolution to termi- 
nate debate in Committee of the Whole in ten min- 
utes after the House should again resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on Uie state of the Union. 
Mr. a. called for the previous question on this mo- 
tion. 

Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR asked if it would 
«iS.° o ■" *° ""'''* '° "nwnd this resolution. 
, The SPEAKER said it Would not, the previous 

question having been called. 
Mr. COBB moved a cull of the House before 

takmg the quesuon on seconding the previous ques- 



tion, in order that they might know whether a ma- 
jority of that House was determined t» gag the 
members and put down all debate on this bw. Mr. 
C. called for tae yeas and nays on his motion. 

Mr. HAMLU4 modified hu motion by striking 
out 10 minutes' and inserting two hours after the 
House shall i^n resolve iuwlf into a Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. PAYNE proposed to the gentleman fi«m 
Geoigia [Mr. Cobb] to withdraw his motion, so 
that ne might move to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble. 
Mr. COBB declined withdrawing his motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and the question 
was taken on Mr. Cobb's motion — resulting m yeas 
64, nays 113. 
So a call of the House waa not ordered. 
The question then recurred on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. PAYNE moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; and on this he called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted thus — yeas 74, 
nays 104. 
So the resolution was not laid upon the table. 
The question again recurred on seconding the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF called for tellers on that 
question; and they were ordered. 

Messrs. Grinwell and Dooglak were appointed, 
and they reported 87 in the affirmative and 63 in the 
negative. 
So thei« was a second. 

The next question was, "Shall the main question 
be nowput?" 
Mr. DOUOLASS moved a call of the House. 
Mr. GEO. W. JONES caUed for the yeas and 
nays. 

The SPEAKER was understood to decide that, 
as the previous question had been seconded, a call 
of the House was not now in order. 

Mr. GEO. W. JONES inquired if it was in order 
to move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Tbe SPEAKER thought that motion was like- 
wise out of order. 

Mr. GEO. W. JONES inquired if it would be in 
order to move an adjournment. 

The SPEAKER said it would, that motion being 
at all times in order. 
Mr. GEO. W. JONES then made that motion. 
There were numerous cries for tbe yeas and nays. 
Tellers were called for on the demand for the 
yeas and nays, and Measrs. MoELEvand Richard 
D. Davis were appointed; and they reported 32 in 
the affirmative, and 106 in the negative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted thus — yeas 13, nays 151. > 

So the House refused to adjourn. 
The question recurring on ordering the main ques- 
tion, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Tbe question waa taken, and the vote stood — yeas 
95, nays 71, as followr: 

VKAS — Messrs. Anderson, Bakpr, .Bamsrtl, Benton, 
Brensle, Brinkerhofl', Burke, Cftrpenter, Jeremiah B. Cary , 
Carroll, CatUn, Causin, Cllatou. Collamer. Cranston, Dana, 
Darragb, Richard D. Davis. Dickey, UilUiigbam, Uaulap, 
Farlce, Kish. Florence, Foot, Foster, Fuller, Uiildings. By- 
ram (ireen, Grinnell, Hale, Hannibal Humliu, Harper. Huys, 
H«nick, Hobhell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
Jame< B, Hant, Jenks, Terley B. Johnson, Preston Kiitg, 
Daniftl P, King, Kirkpatrtck, Leonard, Lyon, Maclay, 
McCIellajid, McDowell. MoIIvaine, .Marsh, KdwerdJ. Mor- 
ris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Mnrphy, 
Norris, Parmenter. Fhcpuix, Pollack, Ellsha R. Potter, Kme- 
rr D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Bamsey. Rathlmn, Charles M. 
Iteed, Bockwell, Rogers, Russell. St John, S«Ter«nce, 
Thomas n. Seymour, Simons, Caleh B. Bmith, Rohert 
Smith, Stepheaa, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stevart, 
Alfred P. Stone, Suramaia, Tbomataoo, Tibbatta, Tilden, 
Tyler, Wsntworth, Wrthered, Wbestton, Bemamin TVhile, 
williami, wjnthiop, William Wright, and Joaepb A. 
Wright-M, 

NAYS — Meaara Arriagton, Aahe, Atkinson, Batringer, 
Bayly, Bolur, Bidlaek, Edward J. Black, James A. Black, 
Blaokwell, Boyd, Brodhesd, Miiton Brown, Bart, Caldwell, 
Campbell. Shepherd Cary, Augustus A. Chapman. Chappell, . 
Cobb. Coles, Cross, CuUom, Daniel, John W. Daris, Daw- 
son, Dsberty, Dooglaas, Dromgoole. Ficklin. I'>ench, Uog- 
gin, Hunmott, Hanlaon, Heolry, Hoge. Hopkina, Hooaton, 
Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, (ieorge W, 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Lucas, LumpkJn, McCausleo, 
McClenand, McKay, Newton, Payno, Peyton, David S. 
R«id, R«lf«, Rhott, Rittar, Roberto, Schenek, Senter, Simp- 
son, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrad, Stiles, 
Sykea, Thompaon, Toeker, Vinton, Wellcr, Woodward, and 
Yoat-Tl. 

1^ the main question was ordered. 

The question then being on agreeing to the reso- 
lution, 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to lay the resolution on 
tbe labl^ H 



Tbe yeas and nays were called for and onlen 
and after some conversation on points of onler, I 
question waa taken, and result^ in yeas 75, m 
103. 

Mr. HAMMETT aaked if it would be in onkt 
move a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said that it would not 

The question recurring on the adoptioa of i 
resolution, and the yeas and nays being oidei«l,i 
question was taken and decided in the affirmttin 
yeas 104, nays 7S, as foUown 

TEAS— Measrs. Abbot, Anderson, Aniagtoa, Bit 
Benton, Bnngls, BriakerholT, Jsromiah Bran, >ai 
CaipcBler, Jeremiah £. Cary, Sbeperd Caiy, Cur 
Catlln, Cansin, Clinton, Collamer, CianstM, Di 
Darragh, Richard D. Davis, Dicker. DUlingham, Dot 
Daolsp, Ellis, Farloo, Fish, Flonnce, Foot,FUIer. ( 
dings. Bviam Onen, OiinneU, Oiider, Hak, Haaii 
Hamlin, Hardin. Hsrper, Herrick, Hudson, Hnnpdb 
WsabingtoB Hunt, James B. Hunt, Irrbi. Janks, tv. 
B. Johnson, John P. Kennedv, Preaton King, Dairi 
King, Kirkpalrick, Leonard, Lyon, Maclay, McCklU 
MeComwll. Mellvaine, Msnb, Edward J. Morris, Jon 
MoitIs, beeman H. Morse, Moaoley, NewtuD, N» 
Psrmenter, Phnnix, Pollock, ElialM R. Potter, tttcn 
PoUer, Pratt, Pnrdy, Bathbon, Charles M.RMd, Baek> 
Rodney, Rogers, Rusaell. St John, Schenek, Senni 
Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, SIdods, All 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Saaith, Robert Sai 
Stetaon, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Strong. Hue 
tea, Tibbatta, Tildes, Tyler, Vanmeter, Weatwonli. Wt 
•rod. Wkeaton, John white, Benjamin White. Willk 
Winthrop, WiUiaia Wright, and Joseph A. Wright-IM. 
NATS— .Messrs. Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, 1st 
Belsrr, Edward J. Black, Jamea Black, Janes A.Bb 
Blaokwell, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodbead, Milton Bms, 1 
liam J. Brown, Burt, Caldwell, RenlMn Cha|insi. ' 
gottua A. Chapman, Chappell. CUngmau, Cobb, IM 
Cross, Cullom, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dean, Deba 
Dellet, Donglasa, Dromgoole, Ficklin, Foster. Via 
Hanmett, Ihralton, Hays, Henley, Hoge, Hopkiiu. U 
ard, Chartos J. Ingersoll, Jameson. Cave Johuoii. j 
drew Johnson, Oeorge W. Jones, Lucas, Lampkiii, } 
Causlen, McCIemand. McKay, Payne, Peyton, Din< 
Rehl, Reiro, Rhott, Rltler, Roberts. Sample, Sainii!: 
Sentor, Simpton, John T. Smith, Steeirod, Sjl 
Thompson, Tucker, Wellor, Woodward, Yannt, i 
Tost-71. 
So the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. S. CARY moved a reconsideration of i 
vote by which the resolution had been agned i 
and was proceeding to give his reasons for that id 
tion. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked if this was a debaiak 
question, the rssolution which it proposes to rtcn 
sider having been passed under the operation of il 
previous question. 

The SPEAKER replied that the question « 
debatable. 

Mr. S. CARY said the goitlemen who mn 
in flivor of the bill should ^iva its opponents as 
- short time to discuss its merits, and not gag ii dot 
upon them. Here was a bill containin 23 iKtni 
which would revolutionize the entire Post Office II 
partment, and on such a bill a resolution was inv 
duced to give them ten minutes to debate it. i 
was aatonished that hu colleague should Is 
brought forward such a measure. 

Mr. RATHBUN rose to a question of order, s 
asked that the gentleman should be limited to) 
pending question which was the motion to aa 
sider. 

Mr 8CHENCK also rose to a question of oi4 
He said a motion was made in coromitl(«to< 
debate at a given time; and as that was not • < 
bateable question, the motion to reconsider, wis 
was an incident to that motion, consequently! 
not debatable either. 

The SPEAKER replied that they were bolk I 
balable questions; but he desired the gentleman ft 
Maine to confine himself to the question before I 
House. 

Mr. S. CAREY resumed. He said he Ui 
amendment which he desired to oSkr, and mIm* 
deprived of an opportunity to explain his aiAemlal 
in Committee or the Whole, he had made this ^ 
tion to reconsider, that he might be able to gin < 
explanation, not merely for the House, but fori 
constituents. And why, he would ask, should I 
gentlemen who were in favor of this bill deaiA 
slop all debate? He had an amendment which he I 
sired to offer to the first and second sections, in < 
lalion to newspapers. 
Mr. RATHBUN inquired if this wss in oid» 
Mr. S. CAREY proceeded. He said he hW 
amendment to offer, and he desired lo explais 




that was n good reason for a reconaidenition ofj 
resolution. The bill aa it now stood, if pssM 



its present shape, would allow newspapers w 
scut ft«« for thirty miles from the place of publl 
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tion; and he desired to offer an aawDdaient to ex- 
tend the privilege to the utmoat limit of the State 
in which they were publiahed. If there wu any 
reason why a. newspaper ahoald be sent free for 
thirty miles, that reason was good for its five droola^ 
tion throagfaout the State; for it waa as important 
that information should be sent to one part of a State 
as to another. ' 

Mr. HARDIN called the gentleman from Maine 
to order. 

Mr. S. GARY. I hope the gentleman will not 
intermpt me. 

Mr. HARDIN. But I will interrupt you. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Blaine 
was in order. - 

Mr. HARDIN said the gentleman from Maine 
was arguing a section of this bill, which proposes to 
allow newspapers to be sent fh>e for thirty miles 
from the place of publication, and an amendment by 
which be proposes to extend that privilege to all 
parts of a State. 

The SPEAKER said he did not consider the gen- 
tleman from Maine out of order as &r as he had yet 
heard his anument. 

Mr. S. CARY hoped gentlemen would not 
be so sensitive: they had better let this bill be dis- 
cussed quietly, ana if it was Men that it ought to 
pass, discussion would not obstruct it. This bill 
was brought into this House this niomin([ at half 
past 11 o'clock, and now it wanted 90 muutes of 
3 o'clock; and in this short lime gentlemen were 
in feverish haste to hurry it through without dis- 
cusaion, although it would entinily change the 
whole mail and postoffice system of the country. 
Why, if this bill should pass, many of our post 
offices would not be able to einploy any of the clerks 
which the business of those offices now required. 

But he would return to the point at which he had 
arrived when be was interrupted. He repeated, thea, 
that be desired to offer an amendment, to allow 
newspapers to circulate free of postage through the 
State in which they were published. He desired, 
also, to submit on amendment by which he proposed 
to restore the thinking privilege to postmasters. 

This he intended to offer as an amendment to the 
fifth section of the bill in the form of the following 
proviso: 

"ProL-idtd, That the rigkli of dcputv poitmutera to 
receive and tranimit mail matter free of cuarge, 84 now ex- 
isting by law, «hall not beaJlected by auythl^ in tliis act 
contaiBcd." 

This bill, he was satisfied, would destroy all the 
smalt offices in the leas settled ports of the country. 

Mr. HUNT rote to a point of order. He in- 
quired if it was in order to discuss the meriu of the 
bill on & question of reconsideration'. 

The SPEAKER said it was difficult to prescribe 
the exact line within which gentlemen soould be 
be limited, but in this case the resolution was one 
which proposed to limit debate to two hours in 
Committee of the Whole. That resolution had 
been adopted, and the gentleman from Maine had 
moved a reconsideration of the vote by which it was 
adopted; and as a reason for that motion, he was 
showing what amendments he bad to offer, and how 
impossible it would bs to explain them properly in 
the lime to which the debate was limited. In the 
opinion of the Chair the gentleman from Maine was 
in order. 

Mr. HUNT. The objection is, that the gentle- 
man is discussing the details of the bill. 

The SPEAKER replied that the Chair undet^ 
stood the gentleman from Maine to be discussing 
the amendments which he wished to offer, and to b« 
showing as a reason for a reconsideration, that the 
time to which the debate was limited would not 
afford him on opportunity to explain ihsm in com- 
mittee. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY inquired if it would ba in 
order to reply to the gentleman ttom Maine. [Cries 
of "certainly."] 

Mr. C. J. INQERSOLL said if the gentleman 
from Maine were held to be out of order, ne should 
move that that gentleman be allowed to proceed in 
order; and on that he should ctdl for the yeas and 
nays. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CARY said he had another amendment, 
whidt he wished to offer. He desired to move to 
strike out all that part of the 33d seotton after the 
word **paid," in the Itlh line, and ending witK the 
word "appropriated," in the 13lb line, and to insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 

"Raited and lafipUed by an inerene of the rMr»of peit 
ags npon letten aa by tU« aet preaeribad; n>oh measnre to 
be by uniform addiooBi of tweaty par oentam, and t* be 



oontfoned nntil tlie deficiency ia lapplied by orden to tint 
•ftet, tsbe insed from time to time by the Poitaaaster 
OmisnL* 

He proceeded at soma length to explain this 
amendmenL Hb then made sosse general remarks 
on the sweeping changes which this ffimaH bill pro- 
posed to make, and the possible expenditoisa iraicli 
it mightentail on the treasury of the country. ' 

Mr. SAMPLE called the gentleman to oitler, aad 
inquired if the gentleman bad any right to disouas 
the question of the gensnl rmenues of the coun- 

Mr. CARY reilerated that h« onl^ wished to say 
what he was prevented Ihan saving m Committee of 
the Whole. He wanted to say uatnis colleague had 
introduced a resolution here, for which he did not 
thank him. He made some Mher remarks, which 
were not distinetlybeard. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved the previous question; 
but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. HAMLIN, who said there was a period 
when he hod a desire to discuss, ss fiilly asanjr gen- 
tleman on this floor could desire, the prineipies and 
provisions contained in this bill, relating to a reduc- 
tion of postage. He bad Mnumned the matter care- 
fully, and he doubted not the other gentlemen had 
done so too, and now the late hour of the session 
admonished him that action woaki be more desira- 
ble than talk. He had made up his mind to that 
purpose, and he accordingly submitted the resohition 
which hod beenadopted to terminate the debate in 
two hours after the House should again go into 
committee upon that bill. And he would ask his 
colleague if in those two hottrs he would not have an 
opportunity to explain the amendments which he 
desired to offer. 

' Mr. CAREY made some observations which 
were too indistinctly heard to be given; bat he was 
understood to characterize the two-hoar limitation 
as a miserable doling out of our rights. 

Mr. HAMLIN would tell the gentleman fVom 
Maine that he had no privileges to dole out to any 
man. It was for the House, in its own character 
and dignity, to say what should be the rule by 
which it should be ^vemed; and it was for the 
House, on its own judgment, to determine what 
rules it would adopt to control its action. He (Mr. 
H.) was not the "dictator" his eolleague would 
make him appear to be. He never attempted in 
any way to dictate to the House, or to dole out to 
any the rights they might had there. He submit- 
ted his proposition, and then it became the proposi- 
tion of the House, and not his, (Mr. H.'s;) butif 
the Hotise could only have anlicipaled dlat it would 
have excited so much the ire of his co lleag u e, he 
was apprehensive the Hovse woald have shrank 
from lU adoption. [Laughter.] 

But one word more to his colleagtie. That gen- 
tleman had stated that he, (Mr. H.,) in the late can- 
vas, had opposed the present iniquitous tuiff. His 
colleague stated the fact truly. He did oppose the 
tariff system when he was &ce to Ihce with his 
constituents, and he shotild do it again whenever 
be had the opportunity. 

He went for low rates of posta^, on the ssme 
principle that he went fbr low duties on iinposis; 
and he saw not why we shodld not have the fint as 
well aa the second. He was willing — nay, he would 
cheerfully vote — to saddle upon the treasury some 
charge for the Post Office Department. If the gov- 
ernment sent one-fourth of the mail matter, then 
why call on the community at large to pay for this? 
A eentleman stated that the eevemmem paid f 180,- 
000. He cared not what; let it pay aoeording to 
what it used the deportmenu Suppose the present 
Post Office Department should, for the present, 
prove a buiden on the trsasurv: be nainiaiiMd, iisl, 
thatlhen the department wooU not get baek what it 
should hav« received for advantages which it 
had conferred on the government; and, second, 
that the reddolien of the rates of poslsge was 
not oitly designed, but woukl opsiaie an in- 
crease of communication to the extent \riiiok 
would give us more revalue than was produced by 
the present rates of postage. The Po stm as t er Geo- 
oral, and every gentleman of inteUieence, told them 
that, with the existing high rates or poslk«». m vast 
amount of mailable matter wa«tn>hsninedii» pri- 
vate channelB, depriving the Post Oflee DeportmeiK 
of a vMstamount of ra«ainie;'«Md should that slotk 
«f thiaas ks continued? ' - 

Mr. HAMMBTT(Mr. HlMLoryieidini^forste- 
planation) said that this experimeM of low pest aw 
nad been made only in one country— 4n Bnglansl. 
De had asked the other day of the ■liaisterfton) 



England to this country how the system worked, 
(for he was sineerdy desirous of grving a fUr and 
foil examination to diis whole saMsetJ He hod 
told him that the government of E^igland had 
ahready lost eight millions of dollara under the 
penny system, from what it wouM have received 
under the former system. If the gentleman intended 
to depend on this argument of thesuoeesefolopera- 
tiaa ^of the penny system in Engluid, he woidd 
be mostsBngKiusly mistaken. 

Mr. HAMUN continued. If he mtderstood the 
matter correctly, the amount of mailable matter had 
morethad doubled sinee dM reduotion oftheialM 
of postage in England, and the aMOuntofrevamM 
received more than paid the expenses of the depart 
ment,aIthou^ he understood it had not TSt quite 
come up to the amotmt received under Ihefomsr MM. 
But did ibegaitleman from Miasisaippidesire,iB Ihfii 
country, to tax the people thrtugh the memum «f 
the post office, to raise asurphia above the exptn- 
dituiesof the department, to be ^>plied to demy 
the expenditures of other departments of the gov- 
ernment? This experiment showed -that the post <rf^ 
Ace, under this peony system, in EUigland, yielded 
abound fbur millions M pounds steriii^ more lasn the 
expenditures. 

Mr. HAMMETTssid he uiideratood the British 
minister to assert that the department in tliat coun- 
try now only paid its expenses. 

Mr. HAMLIN continued. He only came to 
the 'Conclusion from the ftcts stated Uiat the redu^ 
tion of the rates of postage. Utethe rediwtitmof 
Ihre on railroads ana stesmlMcUs, would inenase 
the amount of bttsiness, and, on a &ir trial, of rev- 
enue. 

For another cause he was in fhvor of thishiO; be- 
cause he liod had the honor to p rese n t great quan- 
tities of petitions 6om all sections and Blesses of the 
community in the district he re pr eee nt ed on this 
floor. It was a matter which came direody home 
not only to the mercantile, but to all the other rlass 
es of tne oommunily. If there was a single qns^ 
tion on whidi the puWe mind was thoreti^y alive 
it was this; if tkere was any voice sent up here 
above and beyond nil others, it was the dsmoad 
that they should give the coimtry a low rate of posip 
age. And whether might be the fitte of the bSI, 
he rejoiced that he had dSe oppoitimity of rteordiiig 
his vote in favor of it. * And letit beunderstoed that 
the gentlemen who wwe so extremely sensitive in 
this matter were the gentlemen representing sections 
where the levennes raised tma the department wete 
not equal to the expenditaras of it. 

Mr. PAYNE had but little to say in refcience to 
-the bill now under censiderotioa, beoouss he had 
been allowed no time to exaaune itt provisions. 
He had not been aUe to reed tlM bin. What was 
its legislatiTe history? It hod been read at the 
Clerk's table, amid the noise and conftaaion of this 
hall. No man could understand itsprovineiia by a 
single reading under the most Ihvorable cirrmnstait- 
oes; but uiider existing circnmstanoesit is quite eat 
of the question to do so. The bill contains twenty 
pages, closely printed upon fbi4scttp paper. Who 
could imdeniand this mass of matter by a angle 
reading firom the Clerk's taUe? No one. 

What are we toM is to be its effeet on the Post 
Office DepeutmenL> The ehainaon of the Post Oflke ^ 
Committee [Mr. HofkihsJ has informed the House 
that it is to rain, to annihilate that department. The 
gentleman fkom New York [Mr. RATasmr] edmila 
that the bill hos inherent defects; but says that it 
also contains sone^ood proviston^ and, after pro- 
ducing a compromise with his conseienee. bafameed 
the account, and is willing to tahe the bill with ail 
its defects. This compromise of conseienee ie fol- 
lowed, upon the part of that genllenm, by movinf 
that the eommittee rise, vrith a view of aBowiag ten 
minutes to investigate the whole bill. Who ever 
heard of such an outn^ upon the flesdom of de- 
bate? 

The gag rule of the 37th Congress, snd the wh^ 
end spur sji^ied to the party hacks under the of- 
eiation of diat rule, in the pessing the fisealilir, Air- 
nishednopanHeltothepiMateoonnfity. He bed 
exMtrined one'or t#o sections of this bill; aad he 
mtist say, lake them up one side and difwn tito oth- 
er; i6eyh(tdM>'p«t«nelin'the lecisMve hisMeyor 
tbh cotimry! 'for enormity 'andifiiqaity tbey liad 
no rivalry. AHd yM '«e »xv «aiM upon to teke it 
uponinut. Whytakeitiipontnatf Beemse the 
SODacehas passied it, and it aalistes the gentlemen 
fWm New Vol*. Is it the doty of this body to 
take tipon tmm, without censidemiion, anv bill sent 
•styytkMMMtviiy iMdy— the Senate? Wat tbit 
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the object for Which the meoibers of thia body were 
cfaoaen by the people? or ^v«n we selected to con- 
sider and 4ustaa a oo^rditMUbnooh of the legialar 
tive departmeiK of the govermnent? If the former 
be our diity, then where the neoeoeity of two legis- 
laliTe branches? If ibt latter be our duty, then 
an w« diachaixing our legislative doty to the people 
by liking this oilj upon trust, without consideration, 
or even examinationr We are noC He, for one, 
would not consent to do so. Pass that bill, without 
ex;iW>imitiqOi bmsaase it passed the Senate! Non- 
sense! What did we see one year ago? The 
Seustfr— this body which cannot tn, whose edicts 
, we are called upon to register— adopted a 
resolution raising a select committee to judge of 
the quantum of inteUiMt necessary to aiuhorize a 
member.to sit in that wise, deliberative body. It 
lU^yer oQCfirred to a nuyority of the Senate tluu the 
StisUe Iffi^atuie was tne only tribunal to decide 
that iaii^ This select commitise was raised in ref- 
. ereocs to one of the wisest and most patriotic mem- 
bers of that body. But it the provisions of this bill, 
so far as I have rasd them, are to be taken sea speci- 
. men of senatorial wisdom, it is not to be wondered at 
that such a committee should have been raised; and 
it haa new beoosae a natter of profound philosophy, 
. whether tlwv select, should not be ohuged into a 
standing committee, for .the perpetual benefit of the 
•Mgority of that body. Be that as it may, he eould 
take, noithii^ upon trust vith these evidences before 
him. From what quarter does this propoeition 
come? From the city of New York? It is a bill ibr 
the benefit of cit^ to the injury of the country. 
It is a New York bill; a New England bill. What 
does the isM section propose? it reduoes the post- 
we without 'raforenoe to distance to^ centt upon 
aletter. No man doubts but that the eSisots of this 
bill will be so to diminish the revenues <tf the post 
office departisent, that it will not deflav its own 
eitpendi^ure. No one, I tepetA, doubts this. How, 
^n, is that department to be supported? By an ap- 
-ptopriation from thetmasury. Who, under exist- 
ing laws, pay the postage upon letters? The 
letter-writers themselvea; oeaipeind of merchants 
and business men; love-aisk swains and city 
belles; these are the persons who write the lel^ 
ters, asid are benefited and gratified by the Post 
Office Department It is not right that they should 
pay the axpeosea of it. Who pays into the treas- 
ury yoor cuatoas-houae revenue? The planter, me- 
chanic, and la bo ri n g man. He pays it by a secret 
and indirect tax upon hia salt, sugar, axe. hoe, 
leather, and Seating appani«fe«ery kind. These 
men rarely write lettsnK if thoy do, they pn>.the 
postage ujMm them, and Mnnibre bear their fiUI Bco- 
poruein of the burden of the duMTtment. Thia is as 
It sheuhl be. But if you transier the burden of sup- 
pwiing the Post Office Department from the revenue 
derived from postsgs to the revenue derived from 
oustoms, is it not obvious that you tax the planter, 
meehanio, and laboring man, to pay postage upon 
the letters of the merekwits, beaux and belles of your 
citiea? Is this just? . If not, why fisrce this bUl 
. through under the operation of your gag-rules. 

Mr. PATm next said it was not retnaifatble that 
New York should b* fimnd true to herself— «hat is, 
to her own interest— upon this proposition. But 
when he reflected upon the tribute paid by this natiiw 
for half a century to New York—a tribute which hud 
■ raised her from poverty and obseurity to her present 
wealth . and lAnunareial renewn--lw considered 
this new effiut to transfer the faurdeu of paying the 
postage imon letters writtsn in support of that 
wealth and commstee whidi the tribute of the whole 
nation haa bestowed upon her, a pitiful attempt to 
reward generous libenkty by an act of selfish, pai> 
simonious meauBess, altMrether unworthy the com- 
mercial metropolis of the Union. When be reflect- 
' ed upon theenaigy, enterprise, and commercial im- 
portance of New York, he felt proud ot her, but 
for her paoiimonious meanness, grasping avarice, 
and love of monopoly, he bad no respect whatever; 
and for this insidious attempt to transfer the bui^ 
dens of the Post Office Department ftom the writer of 
letters to those who write but few, or no letters, he 
felt aboolute contempt. 

Mr. P. eontinacd. The gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Hamum] iiaa said that it w not intended by 
this bill to quarter the Post Office Department upon 
the national treasury. How are we to account for 
this error of opinion? In but oneway; The gen- 
tleman has not nai the bill which he ui now endea- 
voring to force through without examination. The 
Uilu section ot the bin providaa for an immodiate w- 
propriation of MvenAimdrMl and ^tlMoiuamlibUara 



to supply the deficiency contemplated by the reduc- 
tion of the postage ; thus showing the object of 
the friends of the measurs is to make the covntry 
nay the expense of city correspondence. We all 
know this. The gentleman would have known it 
had he read the bill. It is anjost; and for that rea- 
son alone, if there were no others, he should oppose 
its passage. 

He found other obieclious. This was also a 
New Engiaufl bill, and not a bill for the whole 
Union; it is sectional in more aspects than one. The 
second seetion exempts every man from the pev- 
ment of postsge upon newspapers, who lives witn- 
is (Mrly miles <h>m the town in which said paper is 
printed. New England is composed of cities and 
towns ; a newspaper is published in nearly every 
one of them; aiia nence New England will be ex- 
empted from the pavment of poatage upon news- 
papers under this Dill. Not so u the South or West. 
Towns are scarce, and papers more so; not one- 
fourth of the people of the South or West reside 
within thirty miles of a town in which a paper is 
published; if papers are taken at all, it must be from 
a distance over (Ur(y miles; and hence postage must 
be paid. Inaseetioual pointofview,lius isabiU to 
exempt New Eu^snd from the payment of postage 
upon new8pM>ers altngether, and, at the ssme time, 
leaves three-fourths of the South and West to pay 
postage as they now do. 

Mr. P. continued: he believed the laws of Con- 
gress ought not only to be just, but to wear the face 
ofjostice. This bill is a bold, ianpudent, and un- 
bfaishiag eflTort to create distinctioos by exactions 
and exemptions upon citizens entitled to eaual jus- 
tice at the hands of Congress. Why should a man 
residing thirty-one mSes from a pomt in which a 
newspaper is published, be forced to pay postage 
upon papers, when his next door neighbor, re- 
siding within thirty miles, is exempted? Is this 
not unjust? and is it not inequitous in principle, 
when it is remembered, that both are to be taxed 
equally upon their eoiwumplion to pay the expen- 
ditures of the Post Office Dqutrtment? He should 
like to hear, the answer of a representative to an in- 
quiry from one of tlie advocates of equality and jus- 
tice m the operation of law, who may be found iu 
every cottage of the valley of the Mississippi, as to 
the injustice of the operation of this bill. He would 
not convince either the man living within Uiirty 
milea, or over that distance, from the pointat which 
a newspaper is published, that he was warranted in the 
introduction of a principle into our law by which one 
man is to be taxed, and another exeii^>ted,for read- 
ing a newspsper. These distinctions are odious 
and dangerous and for these reasons he would op- 
pose the bill. 

His next objection to the bill was, that it winild 
dose foiever all hope of increasing mail conveniences 
in the new States. The old States are now supplied 
with those conveniences. They desire no increass; 
and chsapness of the transmission of the mail is all 
they dsau«. Not so with the new States. The 
sparsely populated sections of those States have no 
post once convenience. We are, therefore, interest- 
ed in extending them. Our friends and relativee, in 
many cases, reside faraway in the old Stales. Moat 
of us were bom and raised in the old States. Our 
sympathiea cluster around the scenes of childhood; 
and our only commuoication with them is through 
the post office. When this is denied us, we ate ex- 
cluded from all eomaanioatioa not only with the 
scenes of childhood, but from friends of riper yean. 
Life is thus robbed of half its interest; aivd the best 
foelinga of the human heart are stifled and de- 
stroyed. He would long nause bsfore he would 
support a tneasure the tenaencies of which are to 
suoh results. Look at the vast regions now uncul- 
tivated, which extend to the setting sun. Thsse 
are to be popuhMd. Your children are to inhabit 
them. Are yott prepared, by the adoption of tliis 
hai, to annihilate the Post Office Department, and 
thereby cut US' aU coamuinieation with them?. He 
might be told that we can repeal the law, if it works 
badly. Those who yield to this suggestion know 
but little of human nature. It is much easier to de- 
feat than to repeiU a measure. Its advocates are 
now aaking a boon. They will hereafter demand 
•s a right what yon now cMicede them as a priir^ 
lege. He asked, then, the member* from the new 
States, if they value the privileges, csovenisncea, 
and blessiiiga of the Ptost Office Department, to join 
him in united opposition to the measure: reconsider 
and reject, or amend the bill. 

In conclusion, Mr. P. stated that he was willing 
to redt)ce the postage upon letters to five, ten, and 



twenty cents. This would not materially affect tin 
revenue, and would be a conveoieoce to me people. 
He would even go further. He would vole Ririiiy 
reduction— as a revenue measure — reconunendedbr 
the department: beyond that point he would not go. 
He repeated, he had not read the bill; be hadooibecD 
allowed time to do so, and had only glanced it ludi 
defecte as his eye had fallen upon, file doubted not 
its enormities would be found ten-fold greater, wheo 
critieaUy exiMnined. 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. ROBERTS called fbr the yeasandnayiai 
the adjournment; and tellers being called for and (n^ 
dered on the call for the yeas and nayi, Mem. 
Haijc and Wihthrop were appointed, who, on ut 
ing the question, reported — ayes 31, noes 93. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered, one-fifth <i 
the members present voting for them. 

The question was then taken on the motiea la 
adjourn, and decided in the n^;ative— yeas3i,un 
134. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to lay the molioalo 
reconsider on the table; and the yeas and nayabeiif 
called for, tellers were ordered on that caU, 

Messrs. Owxh and GaisHUX were appoinled; 
aud they reported 35 in the affirmative, which vaii 
sufficient number. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered; and being ta- 
ken, resulted thus — ^yeas 102, nays 54. 

So the motion for a reconsideration was laid oe 
the table. 

Mr. McKAY submitted a resolution to pronde 
for a recess of this House hereafter /ram balf-paS 
2 o'ck>ck to half-past 4. 

Objection was nuulc. 

Mr. McKAY moved a suspension of ihemki; 
and on this it appeared that there were 98 in die if- 
firmativB. 

Tellers were called for, and ordered, aud Meun. 
EAaALsoN and Pollocic were appointed; and ilicjr 
reported 81 in the aflirmative, and 50 in the m^ 
five. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

A motion was then made to adjourn; and after n- 
rions attempts to take the vote verbally, tsllers were 
called for, and Messrs. THOMreoH and BAKBUtGii 
were appointed; and they reported 75 in the affirma- 
tive, ana 68 in the negative. 

The House then adjourned. 

The foUowiog notices of petitions presented to- 
day, we're handed to the reporters by the memben 
presenting iheni: 

By Mr. SIMONS: The petition of 8. T. Cook, ami SW 
othen, citizem ef Winchetter, in Connecticnl, for Ibe n- 
ductioB of ]io>tag«, and of the [raoUng privilen: refciml 
to ttte Committes of tlie Whole on the >tate of tie Union. 

By Mr. A, P. STONE; The memorial of Jemei Rui«II. 
and ttf other citizens of the State of Ohio, praylnf Con- 
gresi to feroiih nid RuMell with meau to eeaitneti 
aatloaal plaaetaiiam at WaihioKton: referred to the Mai 
Committee on the Libiary. 

By Mr. McDOWELL: Sundry pvtitioiu from Clennoal 
county, Ohio, lor a mail route mm Cincinnati, thnngli 
Bethel, to Felicity, in laid coontv: refemd to the Cw 
mittee on the Poat Ofltee and Peat Hoada. 

By Mr. W. WRIGHT: Tha petiUon ef Chatlea Dariraad 
130 othera, citizena of Elizabethtown, Naw Jeiaey, |>r'i)|°l 
for the paaaage of the Senate bill ledacing poftage. Alio im 
petlUon olJ. Edwin Maith, and 1 10 oliiera, citiieaa af Eli>«- 
Deth Port, Naw Jeraej, of a aimilar import. Alao, the p^ 
tion of Samael Oliver aad 93 otbeia, citiieaa of Bahvif, 
New Jeraey, praying for the paxaa|fe of the Senate bOln- 
ducing pottage withont amendment 

By Mr. PHIENIZ: Tha memorial of the intaiance Mn- 

emlaa, and 101 merotaanta, eaptaina of veaaela, and othen, ii 
vor of erecting light-houiei on Hog Island, oppwitt 
Mucbapuiwo choali, in Northampton county, Viigiaia. 

By Mr. HUNMERFORD-. The peUtion of iuhabiunti at 
the county of JeiHenon, New York, for a reduction of past- 
age and abolition of the (ranking privilege: referred l« Ox 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petition of 1.600 citiieniofBTaot 
lyn, in the Slate of New York, praying the pasaagc of It' 
bill to reduce the nitea of poatage as iiasaed by the 8enalt: 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

By .Mr. COLLAMGR: The petition oT George Lyman saJ 
es othen, for an alteration of poatage: rofenes to the Cos- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of me Union. 

By Mr. CARPENTliB: The pctlUoa of 18J ciUiena of tl» 
State of New York, praying for the paaaage by the Hoaie 
of Representatives ol^the bill to reduce the rates of pofttje 
racenUv paaaed by the Senate. 

By Mr. J. E. C ARY: The petJtion of J. Waahington Tay- 
lor and 63 other citixena of Cherry Valley, Otaego conotj' 
New Tork, praying that the Senate bill for tha ivdnctioo m 
poatage may be paaaed and become a law : itjasifii to thr 
Committee on the Post Ottic*^ anil Post Roada. 

By Mr. KL'LLEB: Two iiotitions signed by 78ciliifBtol 
Susquehaiinu county, t'cnnsylv-ania. praying for the imaic- 
diate adoption of a system ot uoifona and cheap poatage. 
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a»huS» betiw ( >3wd imta or two e«iiU pMt*g« on *U tot- 
ten Mt •xcoMiiur b»il an ounce in vpcigot. 

Bjr Mr. ATKINSON: The p«Utiou of Captain Bedell ami 
muiT otb«n, maiten of Tctseli, ukine lor the eitablith- 
iMot of two Hgbta on H<w Ulaod, In Northampton connty, 
Vic(inln: relMndta the Committee on Ooniaeice. 

Bf Mr.4EV£RANC£: Tbu petition of EUjeb rage and 
4il other*, ofOrono, Maine, that the bill for the reduction of 
pottage which ha< paued the Senate may also pass the 
Hoase. Also of Lewis Bale* and S other minlaters of the 
Methediit ehtifcb in Mastachoaetts.of the saaso import 

Bjr Mr. C. M. REKD: The memorial of C. B. Cattor. esq., 
and the members oftbe grand Jnry for the county of Potter, 
PeansxlTanla, ««tlng Congren to reduce the rates ot post- 
age to three, tit, and ten cents. The petition of Lewis 
Mann, esa„ and olben, citizens of Fetter county, pra^-ing 
the immediate adoption of a oniform and cheap system of 
poitage. 

By Mr. R. DODOE: The petition of 61 residents in the Tj- 
ciaity of the northwoatem lakes. Michigaa, Huron, and 
Erie, asking. Confiea* for an anpropriation for the eoastmc- 
tionof ahanorat themdutb or the Manitowoc river, on the 
weilem shore of Lake Michigan, in the Territory of Wis- 
eonsio. Thepetition of US citizen* of Fon dii Lac connty, 
Tecif.ory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an approprJa- 
tlon lor tb* construction of a harhor at the mouth of She. 
boynui rirer, on the western shore of Like Michigan, in 
safdTerritoiy: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

IN SENATE. 
TuESDAT, Pebroary 35, 1845. 

On motion, the reading of the journal was <!)»• 
penaed vitli. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a preamble and reso- 
lations passed by the l^islature of tihe State of 
Louisiana, urging the adoption of measores to in- 
sure a greater degree of r^larity in th» transmis- 
sion of the mails fttmi Washington city to Neir 
Orleans; which was referred to Oie Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. J. also presented a resolution passed by the 
legislature of the Slate of Louisiana, requesting the 
senators and representatiTes of that State in Con- 
gress to use thetr efforts to obtain an appropriation 
for completing the marine hospilal at New Orleans; 
which was referred to the Committee on Cont- 
meree. 

Also resolutions fivm the same source, requesting 
the senators and representatives of that State in 
Congress to use their efforts to obtain an appropria- 
tion for removing obstructions to the navigation of 
the Sabine and Red rivers; which was. referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Also resohitions of the legislatui« of Louisiana, 
requesting the senators and representatives from that 
State to use their exertions to procure an appropri- 
ation to build a custom-house in the city of New 
Orleans; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, it was 

JUtolved. That the President of the United Stale* be r«. 
quested, if not inoompatible with the public interest, 
to fnmiah the Senate with f opiee of aU tna oorrvspond- 
enoe botween the commander of the East India squadron 
and (broign powers, or United States agents abroad, during 
the yeara IS13 and 184.S, relating to the trade and other in- 
leresta of Ibis goremment. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that it was neces- 
sary that some arrangements should be made in ad- 
vance for the inauguration on the 4th by the mai^ 
ahal of the District. He therefore submitted the 
following resolution, which was agreed to, viz: 

lUtohud, That a committee of the Senate he appointed to 
make the neeeasarr arrangements for the reception and in- 
aoguraUon of the Preaident elect, and to apprise him of tho 

On motion by Mr. W., the Chair was empowered 
to appoint the committee, to consist of three; whao 
Measra. WsoDsiniT, BnEEia, and CoLooirr, Mrers 
appointed. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back, without amendment,«nd with 
a reeomnMndation that it do pass, the bill autho- 
riEing the extension of Morse's magnetic teh«niph 
from the city of Baltimore to the city of New York. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Comowrce, to which was recomaiitted the bill re- 
turned from the House with amendments, the act 
allowing a drawback on goods and merchandise im- 

Csd in original peekages tofChihuahua and Sanu 
in Mexico, reixMeo the same back, with a ree- 
oumendation that the Senate disagree to the amend- 
ment of the House. 

Mr. DIX said he wae in fiivor of eoncatring with 
the Hooae in its amendment^ and hoped, therefore, 
that the matter would be hud on the laUe till to- 
morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the report 
from the Post Oflice Department, in answer to a res- 
olution, coBUuung information in relation to the re- 



ceipts and expenditures of that depertmAtt for four 
years past, was ordered to be printed. 

On motion hj Mr. HUX<TINGTON, the com- 
monicalton which was transmitted from the StMe 
Depntmenl a few days since, showing the changes 
ana modifications of the commercial systenwAf tW 
nations with which the United SOilea have treaty 
regulations, was taken up, and I,jeO extra copies' 
were ordered to be prinlM for the use of the Sensie. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, the pMrloos 
orders of the day were poatponed, and- the Vli from ' 
the House for the relief «f Walker, Kinkle, and 
Oarotheie, was taken ns for consMeiMion as in 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. JARNAOIN explained that this bill was, at 
his instance, laid on Ihe table a few days sgo, to en- 
able him to obtain informalian Which he supposed' 
would show the invalidity of the claim. It was, be 
explained, a claim for losses by an annulment of, 
) and modifications of, contracts for carrying the 
United States mail. He had sinee made it his bn- 
sineestoin^reinto the matter, and was now per- 
Aetly convinced that the claim was a most Just one, 
and wouM withdraw all opposition to it. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and, ac- 
cording to order, read the third time, and paesed. 

Ob motion by Mr. BATES, the previous orders 
of the dsy were posCponsd, and the bill fW>m the 
Houss fSir the relief of John Adams and John 
Adims, jr., was taken op for consideration as in 
committee of the whole; and after explanatinn by Mr. 
FOSTER, was reported to the Senate; and, aeeorA- 
inete order, was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill for the reKef 
of the )tpi rspresenutives of Wtlliam D. Cbeever, 
deceased, was taken up for consideration as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. FOSTER explained tliat this bill was most 
just in its object. It wss to indemnify for losses 
sostained by an agent of the government up«m 
treasury and other notes, in disbursing the moneys 
of the government. Then w«v not a dissenting 
voice in the committee to its passage. 

The bill was reported to the Soiate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the previous or- 
ders of the day were poAponed, and the bill for lh« 
relief of John R. Bryan, Ihe administrater of haae 
Oarretson, late purser in the navy of the United 
Slates — allowing certain items in the settlement of 
his accounts — Mras considered, ss In rxtrnmittee of 
the whole, reported lo the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrosaed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. PORTER, the Senate took up 
for consideration, as' in committee of the whole, the 
bill for the relief of the Slate of Michigan, and 
several railroad companies; it was considered, re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third lime. 

Mr. STURGEON called for an explanation of the 
provisions of the bill. 

Mr. PORTER explamed that it was not a bill 
which proposed wny modification of the existkig 
tariff law, by a remission of duty on railroad iron. 
It wasabillsimilarto one which, at the instance of 
the senator flrom Pennsylvania, he (Mr. P.,) a few 

gears ago, gave his sunporl In the year 1843, the 
tale of Michigan mane application to Congress fbr 
an extension of the time for laving dtiwn certain 
railroad iron, which was exempted from doty. The 
application was granted, and the time allowed by 
the act of 1848, miring which the iron thus exempt- 
ed was to have been laid down, expired in eonse- 
(juence of unforeseen embarrassments in tlM State, 
before it could be dtme. This bill provided for a 
flirther extension of the time. The bill, however, 
went a little ferther. It provides relief in all eaaea 
whei« the iron was imported prior to the 3d of 
March, 1843, and not laid down in the time required 
on any railroad or inclined plane. He repeated that 
alt the Slate of Michigan, and these companies 
solicited was, that where the iron was imported 
prior to the 3d of March, 1843, it might be exempted 
mm the payment of duty, on aatisfeelory proof 
being given to the Secretary of the Tieaaury that 
the iron was laid down at any time prior to the 
of the act- The bill wae not intended to be 



proepeetrve at all. 
Mr.COI 



COLCIUITT proposed that this bill be kJd 
aside, with - the view of taking up the general bill 
upon the subject of the remiaaion of doty on rail- 
road iron. 

Mr. PORTER expreaaed the hope that the sen- 
ator from Gooi|ia would not press his request 



The passage of this b3l eooM not m any 
afieet that bill. 

Mr. COLdUITT renwrked that lulroad eompa- 
nioe in other suctions of the eountrr were in the 
same situation as tboae provided for in this bill, and 
he mm no good reason why there should be partial 
leeislatien upon the sobject 

Mr. HBMDBR80N agaiH explained the differ- 
ence-between this bill and the ewieral one upon the 
table) when 

Mr. OOLCiUiTT agreed not lo press hia mo- 
tion. 

Mr. MILLQt did not consider diat this bill inter- 
fered with the tariff lew of 1849. Tbtt simple imes- 
tion was, whether it wnsgoodpoUey to' Mlieve these 
companies of duties imposed upon iron impofted,' 
and laid down by them, but not witMn the tUne 
allowed by the biw snbsequentty paased ex>empt- 
ing that iron from duty. He was opposed to the 
bid, because be looked wpon it as a mere entaiiiw' 
wedge for the eeneial bill lying upon the table. If 
they released the duties to these eampanies, other 
companies would come in and demand a lUre ex-' 
emption. He knew how these thtogs were done.' 
He considered that it wss bad pbKey. (uid he wouM 
voteuiBinst the-bffl, becaaasit wooM introduce «' 
precedent for oUier railroad obmpanfe* to come in- 
fer relief. 

Mr. HENDERSON explained, that this castf 
could forin no precedent for the general remisaiorf 
of dut y on rai lroad iron. 

Mr. STURGEON was opposed to die passage of 
that bill, on Ae ground that great injury wooM 
enura to the interems of Pennsylvania thereby. If it 
were paased it weuM be an entering wedge by- 
whieh die iron iatereets of that Bute ami the State 
of New Jersey woold be seriously a£feoted. He^ 
ooold not conceive why three or fOor corporations 
should claim, and be inveeied with a privil^ which 
is denied to individiials equally if not more oitilled 
to the bountjr of government. The whole country — 
the maohinisi, dw agricalturist, the farmer with 
his one plow— wereas much entitled, he conceived, lo 
the consideration of government in this re^Mct as 
those corporations. He then aHuded to the diff cully 
the Poet Office Department had in getting those com- 
panies 10 carry the United States mail, for which they 
charge Ihe most exorbitant pricea— fSSO per mile — 
when the ownen of atage coaches (who ask no 
bovnty from the government) are well pleiued lo 
get f 135 per mile for doing a like service. Not- 
withstanding the extortions these corporations prac- 
tised upon uie government, they now seek a Imunty 
iVom it. He was opposed to giving il. He said that 
Ihe bill introdncea bv the senator from Maine, 
[Mr. Evan*,') and for the pa s s age of which this was 
but an entering wedge, wonld cost Pennsylvania 
millions of doJian. Me then dinded to the facility 
with which the iron establishments in Pennsylvania 
and Maryland could manufacture railroad iron 
eqncd lo that imported, and to the extent they were 
now raanufiictunng il for adveral companies. There 
was, he said, one single eslaUiahment in Pennsyl- 
vania which turned out more than 100 tons of mami- 
actured iron of this character per week; and the 
moment they are informed that it was likely the 
duty en the foreign manufaetnied article was like- 

S' to be withdrawn, it woold create embamssmenl. 
e hoped the Smate weold, by the rejection ef this 
bill, shew that the government did not intend to in- 
terfere with their interesta. 

Mr. HENDERSON remarked on the impropri- 
ety of the senator from Pennsylvania holdmg up 
the general bill for the remission of duty, now lying 
upon the table, to prejudice the claims of these com- 
panies, which asked for no remission of duties on 
iron to be imported, but which had been actually 
laid down, though not in time to entidc them to 
the benefits of the biw heretofore pa es ed for their re- 
lief. If the former law making an exemption in 
their fitvor was juSt, it was most unjust now to 
withhold the benefit of that law. The passage of 
this bill, he maintained, eouM be no eotenng wedge 
for the pasaaee of the general bill. Be hoped the 
senator (Vom Pennsylvania would reconsider his ob- 
jeotion. 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, the above bill 
was passed by informally, with die view of pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of the special orden. 

AMKXXATIOlf. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of the 
joint reaolo.ion from the House fbr the admission of 
Texas as a State into the Union. 

Mr. ALLEN waa ttndentood to say, in com- 
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meaciiiK Ua'nmrin, tlut no portion of Uie globe, " 
hfitij ^ ifLi oc'umahabilable. Mood in ■ more intenat- 
incattitade duot Tezaa at diia momeDt. TbeaD- 
BCSatMO MTTexM to lh« United Siatae waaa tul^ 
jeaofcoDaidembleapecuiiiliotiBbnMulaiid •thaoie. 
But viewed in the relation wbieh ihia natioii bean 
to the other great natiooaof the earth, and eapeci- 
ally to the nation of Texaa, it beeomea an object of 
deep importance in reference to our well being- U 
VM in Ihia view of the matter that he ahoala pro- 
eeed to eonaider the aobject exclueiTelv; doubting 
DOt, himaelf, the competency of the law-making 
power to coMtimmate the object now propoaed. 

In apeaking of oar relationa with other eoontriee 
npoo taia tjueation, he ahould not confine himaelf to 
mare arbitrary arrangement about treoliea, bat 
•heuU rete to the general condition of the ciTilized 
worid. It waaneeeanry to remember that we lived 
ia an nfjt when the plow and the loom, and the 
■wnU-lti^ftUd bark, were the legislator* of the 
woiU— in an age when commerce waa the prepoo- 
denting influenc* in the oouncila of an nations. If 
this Act were remembered, and the rebtion which 
we bore to the greatest commercial nation of the 
earth oooaideted, tite great importance of the qties- 
tioo would be reodilr comprehended. 

I^. A. remarked that there was in the whirie 
warid bat ei^t millions of tonnage. Of this amount, 
three and a third millions were owned by Qreat 
Britain, and about two and a third milliona by the 
United Stasea. Thua, the fact is presented that 
Cheat Britain, owning three-eighths, and the United 
States two-eijihths of all the tooiuwe of the worid, 
thtae two nationa are broivht in direct rivalry for 
aomme rei al ascendaney. U waa this which made 
tba Qv3f of Mexico so important in thia contest 
about (he annsxatioo of Texaa to the United Slataa. 
Through that Qulf -of Mexico two-thirds of our 
eemmeroe now passrs. Tlirough that gulf, one hun- 
dred years hence, nine-tentbsof it will pass; and ths 
Qulf of Bdexico is commanded by Cuba, a great 
island nearly as large as Elngland, and sunding like 
a ton^ at the mouth of the gulf. How did Qreat 
Britau stand in rdation to the Qulf of Mexico, 
which was the outlet of two-thirds of our commerced 
Would she not command it. if she obtained poa- 
aeasion of Cuba? Great Britain, nov, has alaM>«t 
within cannon shot of us, eighteen colonise ia the 
West Indiea. Throu^ut the world she has67 eol- 
oniea; and 18 of them are in the vicinity of that Gulf 
thraugfa which nioe-leniha of our future commerce 
is deaiined to paaa. What was the present con- 
dition of Cuba; It was like a ripe apple, ready to 
drop down from the tree which held it. To Spain 
it belonged — to Spain, a worn-out and exhausted 
country; but the ancient ally of Cheat Britain 
Itong since, the island would have been reduced to 
the eondition of a British eolooy, but for the inter- 
vention of Prance, which kept it in a state of be- 
tweanity. It could not, Mr. A. thought, be kmg 
held by Spain, unless the United States should pre- 
vent its violent aeiznre by Great Britain, which 
wauld thua acquire the strongeat post in the world 
for commercial purpoaes. 

PoUtielans might wish to do so, but it would be 
vain t« atteapt to disguise the fact that Eng^d 
wa« more precariously situatsi) tlian any other gov- 
eraoMBt. And why? Because' her throne rrated 

ra a commercial . basis. All the empire which 
poisessed abroad was necessary to the prsoerva- 
tion of her peaoe at heme. Her empire waa not 
like Quni, possessing, as she did, sixty-seven colo> 
nies, extending from the north to thesoudt pole. 
How waa this vast empire occupied? By one hun- 
diad millions of population. And of these, there 
were obIt two millions of the European race! Out 
of Canaoa and the colonies which Great Britain 
has on this continent, there were not half a million 
of th« European race; and this vast number of peo- 
ple are awayed by her, contrary to their will. The 
colonial syatem of Great Britain depende upon lier 
oommerewlaystem; and Bonaparte— that great ge- 
niu* .who knew her strength and her weakness— 
when he.nndertook to break down her dominion, 
attacked her commerce. He imposed restrictions 
upon it. He dosed the ports pr the continent to 
her manU&cUires. But be did not succeed, becauae 
litsmeaaures produced such a sudden and violent 
change in the business transactions of Europe that 
the merchants were compelled to confederate against 
him. They overthrew him, and caused the trimuph 
of the British svstem st the baule of Waterloo. 
What has been the effect of a long peace upon that 
9I»iff^ Th^ interest upon the debt uieuned to sua- 
lain it UtoiinU to near |150,000,000 per annum. 



Last year it was ten milliona greater than her export 
Inule. It pot op the priee of labor, and now the 
contineiitof Europe competes with her in the South 
Amwiean and otMr aaarkets. With all her white 
slavery at home, -she eommeneed die work of negro 
emonctpatioa abroad. Afteeting tobe tfaeheadofthe 
Prolsatant church, she carried the trnnelieoa of war 
over theraeatunfortunatepaKofthebuman race. Sie 
went to the Oriental worid, attacked iu deftnoeieas 
people, and carved her way to their possnsaiona. 
Vet, ahe told us we must not take Texas. She waa 
forced to the robbery which alie thus committed by 
being forced out of the marketa of Boropeand 
Amoiea. She knows that our lonnage will aoon be 
panmount to hers. Should oar tooiMi^ increase in 
nitore as it has done in tlie paat thirty years, he 
(Mr. A.) caleolated that it would equal that of 
Great Britain in twenty-three years. 

From the time of Cromwell, who was the greatest 
geniua that ever ruled England, that coimtry had 
well understood what waa her true interest. She 
now knew full well that, with all the raw material 
for manufiictures in our own hands, she eould not 
command the commerce of this side of the worid. 
The export trade of Great Britain was about 
^50,000,000; in 1843 it was ^40,000,000. Now, 
what proportion of this amount was cotton monu- 
foctureo' He answered, more than one-hal^ the 
raw material of which was furnished by us. His 
friend there [Mr. Simtoaa}— a cotton mantifaetur- 
er— was &r more deeply interested in this question 
than he was; and yet that gentleman had, among 
others from New England, opposed the admission of 
a territory which would give us the monopoly of 
the raw materiali and prevent Enj^lafid from being 
able to compete with us in an article suited to the 
warm climatea of the West Indiaa, South America, 
and Mexico. 

What England wanted was stations about the 
worid to promote her commerce and navigation. 
At the Congress of Vienna, where the smaller kio^ 
dome of Europe were unceremoniously partitioned 
amon^ different nations, she did not ask for part of 
the kmgdom ofSaxony or Italy, but she asked for 
a few islands, forts, and rocks. She wanted Gib- 
ndtar, and she relamed it. She wonted Malta, and 
she retained it. She wanted other etrong points, 
and she obtained them. She was perfiectly willing 
to see Norway, Italy, Sexoay, the ancient German 
Elmpire, Ac, partitioned out to Austria and other 
powers, but she held on to her otrong poata. She 
held on to the costly Canadas, and spent millions in 
putting down rebeUlons {there, when even in peace 
ihey were a dead expense. Was this merely to 
gratify a desire for territorial possessions? Certain- 
ly no^ for Eiyhuid was wise and calculating; but 
it was for gam. She had Halifax, a great na- 
val depot, which afibrds her the means of an- 
noying our commerce in time of war. She had a 
long Ime of frontier, and she maintaiiied the Can- 
ados to aid her in hemming us in. One of her 
prime rainisten acknowledged that the people 
were taxed to the starving point; yet Canada was 
held fast. Look at the line which was adopted in the 
Ashburton treaty. A ridge of mountains was acquired 
bv her OS bameraoinst lu. It waa not Peel, but 
Wellington — the miKtary spirit of Wellington — who 
dictated that line. Why theae preparations on the 
part of Great Britain? Because she foresees a com- 
mercial rivalry. Because she knows that there 
will be a collision between the American and British 
systems, in opposition to the wishea of politicians 
on both sides of the ocean. 

It was the desire which man had to look to him- 
self, and minister to his wonts; it wos the impulses 
which made him seek gain, and promote bis own 
hsppiness; it was this which mode commerce, and 
not nations or govenunents. It was necessity which 
made commeroe; and, therefore, when commerce is 
a porameimt interest, it is not in the power of legis- 
lators to turn the course of events. They mav pass 
what laws they please; but the people will cultivate 
the soil, will niake a surplus, will export that sui^ 
plus, sod will come into competition with Brithdi 
trade. Thia waa a result which could not be pre- 
vented; and notwithatanding the coyness of some 
«ntleinen on this subject, he (Mr. A.) foresaw that 
uiere would be a clashing of the two systems of com- 
merce. We now have two-eighths, and Ei«land 
three-eighths of the tonnage of the worid. What is 
the situation of the two countriea? Theirs ia an em- 
pire of fragmentt: ours a contolidated mass, inhab- 
ited by a hcmioganeotis population. Our people 
are now sending their productions abroad with a 
rapidity and snccew never known b^ore; and in 



many markets Chfeat Britain cannot compete with ai. 
Our commerce might be prostrated in a day, mi 
Uie eountrywould not feel it. In the case ofthegteu 
fire in New York, 190,000,000 worth of propeity 
was destroyed, and note ripple was eauaed in the 
stream of commeroe. Such a fire, in London, would 
have produeed starvation in many inatanoes. Sup. 
pose such a victory should be obtained over an Eng. 
fish fleet at sea aa she gained at TrafiJgar or the 
Nile; the distress produced would be unlimited. In 
such a cose^ the bonk would not pay a dividend, and 
the virhole commerce of the country would be a 
heavy sufferers 

E^ngiaad nnderstanda Ais, and she will endeavor 
to check the commercial ascendency which the 
United States must have, if not cramped. The 
Gulf of Mexico is the point where the contot be- 
tween the two cotmtries will turn. It will be settled 
in the Gulf of Mexico. The question will be, 
whether Eneland shall be allowed to disposaeM 
Spain of Cuba — that island which is the most im- 
portant 600 miles by 70 in the worid. If we had a 
battery upon the Tbsmea, we eould not aonoy the 
eommerce of Engtand aa ahe would be able to an- 
noy onn fham the island of Cuba. Years ago she 
endeavored to get; but could not, becauae France op- 
posed her. mw she is trying to bridle our com- 
meroe; and should she take possession of Cuba, he 
(Mr. A.) did not hesitate to say that this country 
would declare war against her iminediate:y. Theie 
was not a man who tilled the ^vidley of^ the Mis- 
sissippi, and raw his produce go 'out liable to seizure, 
who would not take up his rifle in such a contest- We 
would put a battery of fleets in the Gulf of Mexico 
and the harbors of Texaa. 

Mr. A. said he considered that this question of the 
annexation of Texas involved the interesUof the 
whole of the Western and New England Suite*. 
He was amazed to see raonufiu^irin^, commercial, 
and navigating New Elngland standing up here and 
protesting against a measure which would afford the 
power ^protecting their omnmerce. On a question 
exclusively commercial, as he regarded it. New Eng- 
land said No! and told the Texians we care not for 
the employment whidi your commerce will give to 
our capital and navighUon. We would rather let 
Gi«at Britain control your commerce than extend 
the itlgger fine two hundred miles! England hss in 
fact at this time all the ports of any value for com- 
meroe in the West Indies, but Cuba- She only wanta 
that to become on Algiers, able to levy tribute upon 
us. Should she get it, even if it takes twenty yeare' 
war to dispossess her, we mtist declare war. The 
people would demand it. What if war ahould deao- 
lale our fields and sweep our commerce from the 
ocean: we might have till of our ahips blown up, 
and no one would starve. But with England, a great 
commercial diaaster would produce starvation, insur- 
rection, and probably revolution. 

Mr. A. instanced the interior, agricultural country 
of Ausuu, which in the lata European war mus- 
tered legion after legion, and repaired disaster 
after disaster. A commercial empire, like Great 
Britain, he maintained, could not have done 
the same. It waa an empire of credit, and 
depended on the fboting<.up of figures at the 
counting-house. Since the failure of Napoleon to 
brmk down the commerce of Elngland our tonnage 
had doubled; and now our vessels went side by side 
with .hns to every part of the world. But it re- 
quired ten guns to protect her commerce where one 
wss required fbr ours; and thia was becauae her ex- 
tensive colonial system had to be sustained. Car- 
thage crumbled before a power which, before the 
second punie war, never had a nnvy. When Rome 
commenced a navy, and destroyed her commerce, 
sbe could not hnwar pay her forty thousand mer- 
cenary troops. Her credit was destroyed, and she 
was overcome. Yet this was Carthage which dis- 
puted the empire of the worid with Rome, aa Eng- 
gland did with Napoleon. 

Mr. A. replied to the argument of the senator 
from MassachusetU [Mr. Croatc] that the Ameri- 
can government would not bear extension. He 
(Mr. A.) admitted that, if the federal were the only 
government in the country, it would not bear exten- 
sion. But where wss the government of the coun- 
try? Was it here? Was Congress the government? 
It waa not one-tenth port of the government of the 
coimtry. The great objects of liberty — the r^ula- 
tion of property, marriages, deeds, personal pro- 
tection, sc. — irereall alien to thia general govern ment, 
and were matters belonoii^ to the States. Take the 
State of Ohio. How did that Stale fiwi the influ- 
ence of the federal gqrtaaamtl In the operation of 
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the tariff, in the Post Office Department, and in a 
few harb«ra on Lake Erie. Thle was all. With- 
out Oie federal government, the farmeni of Ohio 
would f;et along as happily and aa well as they now 
did. Blow up the goTemment of 0!.io, and what 
would ttw federal goTemment do> It would destroy 
the whole system. Blow up the federal govem- 
ment, and the people could construct another in 
three weeks that might be just as- good. The ob- 
ject of the federal (jOTefument «as to unite Massa- 
chusetts and Louisiana and Texas in one common 
coiuitry against infiuences fh>m without. The ob- 
ject of its framers was to make a common struggle 
■gainst the despots of Europe. They desirea to 
form a great American system hostile to the system 
of European princes, and they intended that new 
Slates which were contiguous or convenient should 
be taken into the confederacy. Even on the ground 
of self-praserTation there was a right in us to take 
Texas, as there would be to prevent England from 
t^ing Cuba. 

'Mr. A. said that if a line were drawn from 
utiea, in New York, to Savannah, in Georgia, and 
the progress of oujr people westward calculated, it 
woiud be found that they had advanced at the rate 
of 18J miles per annum; and this not upon tum- 
pikes,^ut against tomahawks; against the pestilen- 
tial diseases incident to.' rich countries; against the 
dissuasion of government, (for in some instances 
our government had discouraged emigration;) and 
through tribes of Indians, even before the ground 
had been purchased of ihem. All that it was in 
the power of the federal government to do was to 
■end a goveniment West after the people had gone 
there; or else the people would soon set 'up a gov- 
ernment themselves. It would be vain to attempt 
tojirrest the progress of nuui, when his instincts im- 
pelled him to cross the Mississippi. These instincu 
would be found too strong for any law. Where 
would the senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Cboits] 
dmw his line .to arrest the progress of our people/ 
At the Sabine, he said; but Iney were already beyond 
it. If Congress does not permit them to go out and 
be brotfaen, they will go and become rivals. The very 
iiwtof their being homogeneous with us will make 
them more jealous, and incline them to be enemies. 
Stop our people at the Sabine! It was, he thought, 
preposterous: they were already beyond it. Do so, 
and the principle of a division of this confederacy 
is establiahed. The people will .soon begin to 
cipher where the line shall ran. They, will Took to 
ridges, and moontains, and rivais for lues between 
North and South, East and West. Let not the men 
of the E^ start this idea of division. The people 
will say, if it is better that Texas shall be outside 
of the conftderacy, why ia it not better that Ken- 
tucky and South Carolina should abo b* outside^ 
And thus they will break it up.- 

Mr. A. regarded it as an error on the port of gei>- 
tleiiien to discuss this and other questions as if Siey 
related altogether to the present time, or were mere 

t matteia of fluctuating or party interest. This was 
a question about an empire, and, he thought, should 
be treated and decided as audi. 

According to Professor Tucker, and other able 
men, the population of the United States would, in 
one hundred years hence, be 900,000,000. What 
was to become of this great population? Thesne- 
mies of Texas said they must not go beyond the 

* Sabine. Did they mean for them to have a new 
government? Woukl they rather have ftfty millions 
of men, hostile, than have them as brothers? Certain 
it was that we must have Texas either as a friend or 
aa an enemy; and it was for us now to say iriiich. 
She might control the commerce of the Gulf of 
Mexioo. " In twenty years, she would overrun and 
conquer Mexico; for gentlemen should bear in mind 
that Texas would grow as the United Slates had 

I grown. She wouldthen become our rival — and by 
consequence our enemy, for the very reason of the 
sameness of blood. 

Mr. A. drew a picture of the peaceful adminis- 
tration of justice in the United States without the 
intervsntion of armed aoldiera, and contrasted our 
situation in that respect with tne monarchies of the 
Old World. In Europe, ever^ ninetieth man was 
armed by the government a^amat the people them- 
selves. Even now, afler thirty vears of profound 
peace, the number of armed men kept up in Europe 
was three millions. The government of Europe 
and the adminiatration or justice rested on the 
power of three millions of bayonets; whilst oars 
was seated upon the hearts of twenty milUona of 
people. 
We hod not bong a nan for umwob in fifty 



years, and no one was ready to raise on arm 
against the Constituted government. Still, it had 
been said, there «ms a tendency to turbulence in 
the country. He (Mr. A.) was afiraid that his 
friends from the East had another reason for op- 
posing annexation. The senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Cboati] thou^ that the valley of the 
Mississippi should not be strengthened in the oon- 
federacy. The senator (kared the votes of Texas 
would count against New England. In the argu- 
ment made b]r the senator, he thotieh he had takien 
a political view of a oomjnercinrqtiestion. He 
(Mr. A.) had however great objections to one of the 
Senators aigaments, which was his endeavoring to 
preveet the people from g^ing westward. He 
thought the representatives from Maaaaehusetis 
should not endeavor to force the people of Ih* 
Stats to stay at home. He had supposea that gov- 
ernment was made for men, and tnat laws should 
be so shaped as to promote their happiness. . If 
the comforts of the people of Maasashusetts could be 
increased by emigration, they should be allowed to 
go, though Massachusetta ahould lose their votes. 

Mr. A. referred to the remarks of Mr. Clay, 
who said that, upon a question of this kind, on 
the acquisition of a thing so permanent as Texas, no 
question about slavery should be allowed to inter- 
vene. He fully eoneuned with Mr. Clay in this re- 
mark. For his own part, he always felt for th» 
sufTeringa of others, wherever found. He would 
vote to relieve the distress of every country on the 
globe, if it were practicable. He would have no 
mortal sigh to emanate from the agonized bosom of 
man — no tears— no diseases. He would have the 
sun to shine, and the ' shower come down in snch 
proportions as to extinguish sickness from the 
world. He would have every land teem with 
bountiful products. But neither he nor govern- 
ment coula do this. We must legislate for our- 
selves as we find ourselves situated. We found 
one portion of the population of the country pos- 
sessed by another portion. This was the fact as 
we foutfd it. How came it to be? Was it the 
fault of the people of the South, or of Great BritiUn 
which professes to be the champion of universal 
liberty? Should we change this lael? Admit it to 
be an evil; so is disease; but where was the power 
to remove it' The senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Choatx} said the evil ought not to be spread. 
Now, he (Mr. A.) aaked if it was material whether 
the master of the slave paid taxes in WashingtaD, 
Texas, or in Washington in the United States? The 
Gut of slavery was there. Philanthropy did, or 
should, know no geographical limits. What, then, 
would it gain by running a line at the Sabine? 

Mr. A. next replied to the amiment of the sena- 
tor from New Jersey, [Mr. Dattok,] who had 
maintained that the thie»:nfths principle of represen- 
tation in Congress was tujust and butdenaome to the 
North. He referred to the fact that the slave States 
were poweriers in the House of Representatives, 
where they could do nothing against a heavy op- 
posing majority. The very fact that slavery exist, 
ed in Texas prevented many a settler from going 
there, and msde him go to the Northweat in prefer- 
ence. Thtt* their voles counted on the free side in- 
stead of on the side of the South. The fact of 
slavery scared the Yankees away frodi Texas. He 
(Mr. A.) liked the Yankees very well— although not 
pleased with the way in which they nnerally voted — 
for they cut down the forests, buut towns, and im- 
proved the country. Manj of them now came to 
the Northwest; whereas, if there were to slavery 
in Texas, they would go there. Thus be thoi^ht 
the argument of the senator amounted to nothing 
for what was lost by the three-fifths principle in 
Texas, would be made up by the current of emigra- 
tion setting towards the free States of the Northwest. 
The State of Ohio now had double the power of 
Kentucky in the House of Re(Kesemativea. Yet they 
were about the same in extent. Kentucky hod every 
advantage of talented and able men to promote her 
proapenty; but still she was outstripped by Ohio; 
and the reason was because of the existence of 
slavery in one and not in the other. 

In voting on this question (Mr. A. said) he 
should vote for that proposition which would give 
to the qnestion the greatest strength in the Senate, 
without regard to any slavery bne. There need 
not be any line traced where slavery should go. 
llMt line would be aooordkig to the son. The ex- 
istence of slavery was a counting-house queMion, 
and would be decided aoeording to the profits made. 
Why did it not exiat at te North? Because it 
had oeuwd lo b« profitable. It woa Mill profiMble 



in the South; but would neoae to be so when tbe 
price of labor was diminished by competition and 
machinery. Then, there woiiM be n mnw ni p a rtnn 
fHe (Mr. A.) ahould live to sea Ka at ueky, MisMnm, 
and Viivinia, free States. He ahould see the up- 
rising of another great question, and he would be 
ready to meet it, as he was ready to meet all ques- 
tions that might arise in this country. That question 
waa, who anould receive the emancipated slaves 
Should the Northwest receive them? Should 
they cross the Ohio to work side by side with the 
free laborers of the Northwest? He did not wish 
to take them. He wanted Texas as aa ontlst; fi>r 
the free States would say to the South, ''You have 
worn out these oegroea, and now jron shall not 
put them upom us." Whien it came to be a question 
of meat and brM, then he predicted diat abolition, 
widi its abstractions, would cesse. He knew 
what he said, and he did not faartha abolition 
question. The people understood that quastion. 
The people of the free Slates knew that if they 
tuoceedea in obtaining emancipation at present, they 
mu*t take the negroes. Fifty thousand would prob- 
ably go to Provideace and say, "Here we are, pat 
us at your tables, give us your ballot boxes, let us 
sit in your legislature and on your judiciary, and 
make us equal to you in all respects." What would 
the men of the spinning jennies say tool! this? They 
would" say "You have been kept in the South unul 
you are worn out and cannot support yourselves; and 
you must go back where you came firom." Sup- 
pose, however, the people of the free States abould 
take these negroes on terms of equality, except in 
their domestic rdations, there would then be a war 
of races, and, of oonaequeoce, a warof extermina- 
tion. He (Mr. A.) wished it to be understood that 
he Wanted the negroes kept out of the State of Ohio. 
One per cent, of Sm population of hia State was now 
composed of free bbKks, and the fruits of that 
small proportion had been seen and lamented. It 
was, be thought, impossible u imagine the calami 

Sthat would befhl the country from emancipation 
e wished Texas to be the gate— the great gang- 
way — fbr the slaves to pass out of our countrr. It 
wss impossible for two races of different colors to 
occupy the same soil upon terms of equality. 
And why so? He (Mr. A.) knew not, 
except that nature had made it so. Look 
to Europe. There it would be found that the 
lighter tha color, the higher was the power and in- 
fluence of men. In all contests, the hghtrr had tri- 
umphed over the darksnand the two races disagreed 
as much in action as in color. He did not know 
why it was, but such was the ftct — a fact which 
could not be dianged. So long aa it remained un- 
changed, the consequences must be unchanged. 
The wortd was about 6,000 years old; and he asked 
if there ever had been an island or soot of earth 
where two raoea of different ocAon had existed to- 
gether on terms of equality? Did they do ao now 
anywhere? He would take the community of Bos- 
ton, by way of illustiation, because the black race 
probably received more sympathy there than any- 
where else. Take the abolitionists thsmselves. 
There were, of coinse, seme bad men among them, 
aa in all communities; but in the main they were 
serious and conacientious in their views snd objects. 
Now, did these abolitionists treat the blacks on the 
same tamis as if they wan white? Did they sit at 
table with them? associate or intermarry with them? 
Certainly not; and their color was the only reason. 

Bdr. A. continued his argument further, but the 
lotenesa of the hoar prevents as from continuing 
thai sketch of his speech. The remaining portion 
was principally devoted to a reply to the constitu- 
tional objections to the admission of Texas, urgad 
by various seoatois, and an esmlanation of his own 
voie against the treaty at the bat session of Con- 
gress. He concluded by oxprcssing the hope that, 
if thia great measure was deMined to fiul by any one 
man's vote, that man might not be a democrat. 

Mr. BERRIEN next obtained the floor. 
' Mr. MOREHBAD moved a recess till 5 o'clock. 
~ On this qnestion the vote was ayea 19, noes 19; 
■o it was dedded in the negative. 

Mr. JARNA(3IN moved to go into executive 
session. 

Mr. SEVIER said it was only a quarter past 2 
o'clock. 

The vote on this motion was, ayes 18, noes not 
counted: so it waa decided in the negative. 

Mr. BERRIEN then proceeded. He had been 
perfectly ready to accommodate himself to the de- 
cision of the Senate (that he should now go on.) 
IfbeatHraUbe w fbrtanai* •• t« obiun tb« ear of 
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thil Sante, it wb\M be owinr te a diapoaition on 
iMirfHtt'to liatenlo a gentler tone than that in 
ttti»t(4timthaai addrwMd, for it «•■ not in Ua 
■MWM^i >h liJ^ fnaMnt itaKT of haakh, to raaiiMain 
SfB-tanlialle; torn of addieaa which prevailed 
in! OUa^daWU. 

HtlMdnot ttiingled in the daily defaatea of ihe 
acMiooi lutriiiff daMted' himself to the dntiea im- 
pOMluteft hm aa dMiiman of the Contmittea on 
tfaaiiidid^. 

He abaiimnied the diaconion of the qpeation of 
•xjfMkKellc^ to fhoae who cboae to indnlge in that 
tmuAot the q«««ion. It was not expedient for 
hlMfko vfolau)the'pi«Tlaiona of the conatiiiition. 
CMiMinei'ttlkt Ttxaa waa the celeatiai paradiae 
wUek tl rndbeaii retneaented to be— erery way 
dwMUtr tbA4 South— aiill the boon waa denied to 
Mm; ih« Muld not enter the poMda ot that paradiae 
foP'th*': owiaiiMtion forhade it. He heard and 
•bevetf'die prohibitory OQmmand of the geniua of 
hf»'(toiiMtiry, "Stand baek, it ia not lawfuR" 

4hi die qoaaiiaii of expediency, he concurred laat 
aeMtwi vitli the- aenator from Ohio. He 
dftt not then doubt the eompetencr of the 
iMMy-iaaki^E power. If there had been now 
owMopedttmi anbroitted for thia object which ha 
cMlfflMiiere to be constitntionai, he would aeek to 
fMMHain dte wiahea of hn eonatituenta; and having 
mtenctiiwti the wiahea of the people of Georgia 
•atbequaation of expediency, their wiahea would 
be hia, and he ahoold conform to then. But thia 
queation waa not now one of expediency, but one of 
codttltQtioaal power. On auch a queation the dutiea 
and reapionaibOity of each aenator are hia individu- 
ally, alia it waa oetweea him and hia Ood te decide 
upon hia ooune. 

He dien proeeedad to the character of the joint 
aesolQtion under conaidention. There Mraa one 
pioviaion of that joint reaofaition which had forced 
Hadfon hiamind. It waa in reference to our rela- 
tion with die aialer republic mo it intereated in it. 
Writera on national lew aay that all natiotia, large 
or ainall, weak or powerful, are equal in point of 
aevereignty. We have treated with Tezaa aa aa 
independent nation. She is, according to our own 
declaration of independence, free to do all that a 
aovereign power can do. It is to a Slate— a sover- 
eign State — that this legislative miaaive ia to be sent, 
by which wa, the Congress of the United Sutes, 
an to give our aaaent, (not invited by them to do 
iMa act,) that ihe lands rigfatfolly betbngin^ to 
IVxas, not to us, shall be ereaied into a State. w« 
ate to give our giaeious aaaent that diey must 
manage their aAurs in lihe precise mode in which 
we prescribe. We may he told thia will not be of- 
ii^naive to Texas. It waa to preaent the inquiry 
whether this Ckingress has the power to impel itseu 
to absurditiea like this, that he bad atated theae pre- 
liminariea in order to examine them. 

If he had rightly eatimikled the character of the 
people of Texaa, the atay of our meaaanger will be 
but short there. They will repel the offer which 
they cannot accept without 'dishonor, or the spirit 
which waa abown on the field of San Jacinto haa 
fkd from them. The aenator fhmi Miaaouri had 
aeen and avoided thia nrror. 

Ha now proeeeded to Ihe conaideration of the 
eonalitutioaal power) and, aa prelifflinary, his first 
iaqoiry' was, whether thia power waa veaied in any 
other dtpaitmant of the govertunent Pumung 
thia in^iry, he mvestigated the various granted 
powers of the constitntion, noting the fhct Uiat the 
e«i8titntional exisiancerof the treaty-nakii^ power 
waa acknowledged, and that lenitory oonld be ae- 
qttired bv that mode. He called^ upon the other 
Mde to ahow any sutKcient grounda Why that ihdia- 
putfble power alone ahouM not be resorted to, in 
preforence to a power never before perverted to an 
•bieet auch aa tkat now in view. 

niilasophera aay nature delighta in few eoursaa. 
WlMn ptaim eaoaes are oonmiououa, there is no ne- 
eesaity for going ia aeareh of others. So, by anal- 
ofj, one diatbct and applicable power to do the 
thmg now proposed beii^ found in the conatiuition, 
and m the uniform practice of thia govenmaat, there 
was no propriety in going in aearch of other hidden 
and douMfUl powers. 

Be next adverted to the arguments deduced from 
the impartant powera conferred on Congress, such 
aa thoaa of deelaring war and making contracts, 
and proceeded to the denial of the deductions drawn 
Itvm Ibeir superior importance in favor of the aa- 
aumpttoi that the minor power of acting by tlte 
e x e eo t i re and Senate waa neoeaaarily inehided in 
the «M|jorpo««a of Congraaa, ooatandiiy that theae 



were oonatrattioiM, rebttttad by the acliaowledged 
oooatituiioMility of the trcaty-aaking power, 
whereas the l«gialmi«« power in this matter waa a 

nutaMe power. . 
'.tn Mr. B. antarad into an elaborate techniol 
iataatigation of the abatiact quea t ion of legislative 
pow«r, to which ha devoted aooat of his reraarica 
till the hour of re ee aa. 
At 3 o'clock the Senate took a recess till SoVlodc. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The engrossed bill tar the relief of the legal rep- 
leaeutativea of William £> Cheever, and 

The cngrbswd bill, for the relief of John R. Bry- 
. an, adminetrator of Isaac Uarretaon, late purser m 
the navy of tb« United States, were read the third 
time, and paased. 

The PRESIDENT era (m. hud before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Slate Deportment, 
tzansflaitting a copy of the instruction given to the 
miniater of the United Slatea to China; which waa 
ordered to be printed. 

Abo laid bcnbra the Senate a coamnmication firom 
the Tramury Departnent, tranamitting, in coafipli- 
anee with a resolution of tlie Senate, of the 4«h inst., 
a report from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, eoverine sfvenl copiea of opinions and 
information prepared by him, concerning the issue 
of patents issued under the adjudication of that de- 
partment; which waa ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PORTER aubmitted the following reaohi- 
tion; which waa agreed -to, viz: 

Rewhti. That flie lergMnl^t^nDi be tmhorixed to 
contimis Pstriek H. BtmIm a* aa awiitaBl awn migsi oftlia 
S«wt«i and that tk« uwial pay be allaweil him for hia ler- 
Tjoe> u luch, fram t]ie nh or Jsnuarj last, to the end of 
the present mmIod. 

On motion by Mr. UPHAM, the bill for the re- 
lief of John P. Skinner, and the legal representa- 
tives of John P. Skinner, and the legal representa- 
tives of Isaac Green, was taken up, and considered 
as in committee of the whole, reported to tlie Sen- 
ate, and onlered to be engrosaea for a third read- 
ing. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the apecial order 
wBSiesumed. 

Mr. BBRRI^f continued hb remarica on Ihe 
uneonstitulionality of the joint resolution under 
conaideration. He maintained that the word 
"Slates," in the fourth article, waa indetermiasfte, 
and meant metely an aaaodation of men bound to- 
gether for political purposes; and that, to carry out 
the intention of thi>ae who uaed the word in the 
constitution, it was necessary to adopt some speci- 
fyii^ word chaining it from a generic term to a de- 
teiminate term. Hmoe he came to the conclusion 
that a eonstmction must be given to the words "new 
Statea," in harmony with 3>e tenor and intention 
of the eonalitntion, token aa a whole.- 

He held that the joint resolution, if paaaed by 
this government, waa, iaauing flrom their hands, a 
eaput mtritmm, and that it could have no life till it waa 
imparted to it by Texaa. It should owe its llfo to 
the Texas government, and not to thit government. 
We only eoacfictd this child of many fathen; but 
without the assistanoe of the oeoeiidknir, (Texas,) it 
must necessarily heatiH-bom. 

He next held that the pow«r to admit new Statea, 
and the limilatioD of the power, bad relation to the 
aann tiling; and if the power itaelf did not point 
out the ajMoifk thing to which it rehited, and the 
limiiation did, the dung designated by the limitation 
ahould and muat be taken to be the thing to which 
the power itaelf related. Hence he maintained that 
the limitation being dreumacribed within the limita 
of the United Slatea, the grant itaelf of Ihe power 
to admit new States was hmiisd to territory within 
the United Sutea. 

The framera of the oonalitution apoke of new 
Statea, aa Statea Joat emerging firom the eryaalia con- 
dition of territorial dapandence, into the more peifoet 
condition of Aill-growa Stales. The term implied, 
in itaelf, the poaaing from a probatiaoary condition 
into a condition of fhition. 

He asked,' waa Texaa a new Slate in die sense of 
the eonslitution^ He held that she waa not. If aha 
waa a iMw Slate now, would she be ao fUly years 
hsnoe, sboald you have to admit her then aa a mmo 
State} New SMilea wera not to be found without 
the territory of the United Statea at the lime of the 
confoderation; but abundance of new Slatea wen to 
be fbnnd within the territory of the United Slatea, 
and wata then undergoing their probation. 

H« reared to the prooeadingi of the eoavantian 



in airport of theae viewa, quoting largely flom the 
Madison papeia. 

In reply to th» aigumant on die other side, that 
the power to admit nSw Stales being^ an eiqireaa 
power, and the power to ac«|uire territory by treaty 
being an implied power, the implied power waa aub- 
aerviaat to the express power, hewouU meet the 
esse by ssking, wnen these waa an expreas powar 
in dm constitution to lay dutiea on wool and inn? 
The expreaa power waa the grant to lay laxea, ia 
which uie power to lay duties on wool and iron waa 
included. 

He ariced, waa it deairafale te force Texas into thia 
Union oader the p r eaa uie of a ban minority in 
both Houses of Congress? Could the value of Tex- 
as be oomjlared with the peace, harmony, and ata- 
biiity of the Union? Have not the minority in Con- 
graaa oenatitnenia who know, and will exeteiae, their 
rights Wasnot the foial action to reat with another 
Congress with newly dioaen rcpresentalivea? Why 
net adopt the mode admitted by all to be conatitu- 
tioaai? Why not wait for an expreasion of the peo- 
pled arill? ^oald the people of Georgia expreas 
their will in favor of annexatioa, he ahould yield 
to their wiahea in adopting a eonatitutionel mode of 
proceeding. 

Mr. WALKER next obtained the floor, and ad- 
dreaaed the Senate for three houra. 

He examined the argument advanced by those on 
the orooaile aide who had opened the deinle, to the 
effoet uat the United Stales could not constitution- 
ally enlaifie its territory by the eombised powers of 
le gi slation; and aakad, what g o v ernme nt in the world 
from ancient to modem times ever confined iiaelf t» 
the rule, that it could not adaige ita territory? He 
showed the inceosisteacy and evil tendency of auch 
arule. HaeoaunsntedupontheUaulationmaintaiiied 
by aoma gentlemen, that the only territory which 
could be ^ded waa that neeessary for boundary 
linaa, alipa and atripa e^f territory for the perfection 
of bonnaary lines; shewing that even in thia limita- 
lion thepower of aoquiaidon waa eatabiished. 

Mr. W. adverted to thehiatory of the revoiution, 
and the formation of this goverament, showing that 
the framaiB of the constitution looked to the union 
of the surrounding British colonies with the origin- 
al Statea forming the confederation; and proving 
that the power of admitting new Statea by legisla- 
tive enactment was oonsiMred sufficient to admit 
those oolaaiaa sa new Slates. It was not conten>> 
ptaled that they could be adraiued by treaty. 

Mr. W. referred to, and quoted the ordinances in 
reluion to territory, befora and after the adoption of 
die ooDatitutiao, showing that it waa by compact 
the Coagreaa under the new form of government 
was bound to admit the new Statea composed of the 
northwest territory. 

In answer to the oigument baaed on Mr. Jeflbr- 
son's denial of po%rer to admit new territory, he 
ahowed that it waa aa atrong against the power to 
aoquin terriiory by treaty as it wss in relation to 
Staleagrowingoalaide of territorial limits. Mr.Jef- 
fenon, he ahowed, afterwarda abandoned his 
grounds of objection; and he quoted Mr. Jefferson's 
bat opinion, in which he admita that Cuba, and 
Texas, and Florida could bs admitted, on the ao- 
knowledgmenl of their independence; for he says, 
"They would naturaily aceeae to thia Union." And 
thia, be (Mr. W.) mamtoined, covered the whole 
ground. 

He held the objection to admitting a foreign gor- 
ernment or foreign State into the Union waa in itself 
a nallity; for the monent a Slate waa admitted, it 
ceaaed to be foreign;.and aa to admitting a foreign 
govemmeat, it waa an impoaaibilily, for no such 
thing aa admitting another gove rn ment into thia 
Union could happen. Tiie moment a State waa ad- 
mitted, its fonign government ceaaed. He read an 
extract from the wrilingaefMr. Hamilton, tbowiog 
that ha oonieinplated Ihe annexation of contiguous 
territory. 

In anawer to the charge that the mode of annexe- 
lion now propoaed was an after thought, never 
beard of till within the hat ten months, he referred 
to a published latter of his own, written on the 8ih 
«f January, four moaiha befon the late treaty. H< 
also read quotations firom Mr. Van Buren'a opinion 
in April laat, in which he specifically states that 
Texaa may be admitled as a new State by legislative 
act. He also quotsd Judge Johnson's opinion, ex- 
pressed eight months since. 

He next refined to a letter which he wrote in 
Seplamber, IfiS6, and in which he quoted opinieos 
he had advanced in 1896, just eight yean ahw the 
sanatorfroia Miwtari [Mr. Bniroii] had emend 
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the £eld in favor of Texas; proTing tltat, in 1835 
uid 1896, he himself eatertained the very opin- 
ioiu be now eiit«n>tn«<i, of ibe power of Coa- 
grcM to admit new States. He luao quoted the 
opiaion of Bir. Nichols*, expraesed to Mr. Jeffer- 
nn in 1803. He next referred to Mr. Madison's 
opinioD on this point. He quoted what Mr. Madi> 
aen laid, which was, that he could not doubt the' 
power of admitting or adduig to the original thir- 
teeo States new States arising not only out of their 
«vn boioma, but out of territory in tbtir naghbor- 
hoi. Where would this tajte xui It would take 
in Louisiana, bordering on Virginia territory, and 
Qeoigia, and Florida bordering on Georgia. Hence 
he proved that this mode of admittiog Texas was 
not on after thought as stated by the senator from 
Mimssnhnsstts (Mr. Choats.] 

In relation to the argument that all the legislatire 
Mirers emoteil to Congress in the constitution, are 
u)jn-(erruorialMe ()U<Med various acl8.of Congress 
making compacts with foreign goyemments about 
postages, exchange of books, oorrowing money, the 
r«guJslion of commerce, &c.; and showing, on Chief 
Justioe Marshal's opinion, that the auUisrity of a 
power is not impaiiid, enlacsed, or diminished bv 
the extent to which it is used; and he maintained, 
from these examples, that Congress has ample and 
•fteD<ezercised powers of making compacts with 
foreign governments. He showed that the same 
things Mid been done by treaty; proving that the 
aame power was exercised in two ways — primarily 
by Congress, and subserviently by the treaty-m«k- 



via indubilable proof that the power of 

Coagrev extends beyond the United States; and he 
farther maintained that Congress had power to pass, 
all laws naceasary to carry out the granted powers 
ef Congress. The treaty-making power is only an 
inaplied power, the power of Congress to admit new 
Stales ia an express power; if neceosary for Con- 
^ren to paasa law oorryingout the express power, 
n ia authoiized by the constitution to do so; hence 
the power to pass this joint resolution was fully and 
lUMuaivocally established. 

He denied that oan inch of territory would be 
loqaired under this joint resolution by the United 
Slates. He denied that it was all of the nature of a 
leaty; H had not the abghtest reaenbianee to a 
nmly. Great Britain never failed to make tvealies 
rith foreign powers which it was her interest to 
noke. ITTsxaa is rrjeeted, and rejected with 
icom, a treaty will be made between Texas and 
England; and the production ef sugar and cotton in 
Texaa vrill be encourtwed by a premium of 13 per 
ent. exemption from duties in the British market, 
ind tbeadvontageaherplanters would have of getting 
luuiu&ctured goods free of duty — giving 25 per cent. 
iremium to them over the planters of the United 
Itoles. In five years Europe will be supplied with 
ntton fVom Texas; we will lose our cotton trade 
Itogether. It seemed almost providential that Texas 
ras now offered to us; it was the only spot'on tlie 
lobs that could cultivate cotton in competition with 
H. If Texas is permanently rejected, in 1860 the 
juthem States will have less representation in Con- 
reas than they have now. 

Mr. MILLKR next obtained the floor, and on his 
lOtion., 
The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 

ToEiDAV, February 35, 1845. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the follow- 
|t executive communications: 
A letter from the Secretary of War, in answer to 
e resolution of the House of the 29th nit., suiting 
at no report, journal, and map of Captain J. AP 
1, of the 1st regiment of dragoons, of his expedi- 
iti during the past summer to the heads of the 
'era Des Moines, Blue Earth, &c., in the northwest, 
B been received. It was laid upon the table. 
A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
ttinj^, in answer to the resolution of the House, a 
lort as to what substitute can be made for the 
>nent mode of corporeal punishment in the navy 
thont endangering the discipline ofthe service. It 
IS referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

BILLS PROM THE SENATE. 
The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
I firom the Senate entitled an Act to regulate the 
pointotenta and promotions of officers in the Uni- || 



ted States revenue service; and it was recommitted 
to the Committee on Commerce. , 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 
amendments oi the Senate to the bill entitled An act 
making appropriations for the Military Academy; 
and it was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and subsequetuly to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The joint resolution directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury, whenever anv Stote shall have been or 
may be m default for the payment of interest or 
principal on investments in its stocks or bonds held 
by the United Stales in trust, to retain certain mon- 
eys to which such State is entitled for the purposes 
therein named, was read the third time, and passed. 
KEP0RT8 OF COMMITTEES. 

The House agreed to receive such reports ftom 
standing committees as would not give rise to de- 
bate, and the followiog were presented: 

Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Coramilteeof Ways 
and Means, reported back Senate bill entitled An act. 
explanatory or an act entitled "An act making ap- 
propnotioRS for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the government for the year 1839," without amend- 
ment. The bill was then read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. MoKAY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to which bad been referred the amendmenis 
ofthe Senate to the bill entitled An act. making ap- 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office De- 
partment for d>e fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846, 
reported the some with on amendment thereto, which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which was referred the case of the 
elaim of Snnuel K. George, made a report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief^ which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

On the motien of Mr. NORRIS, the Committee 
of Ways and Means mtos discharged Irom the con- 
sideration of.the petition of Joseph Sewell &, Co.; 
and it was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, it was 
JtnoheJ, Tint the PrMidenl of the United Stiilei be rp. 
qoeiled to canse to b« cooimnnieated to thii Hoasc, if not 
incompatible with tlie public int^rait, the correcpondence 
oCOeoncr W. Slociim, Ixto coniul of the United St&lsa at 
Rio de Jimeiro, with th»Department of State relating to the 
Arricts lUkve trade. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, re 
ported hills of the following titles: 

A bill for the relief of the mireties of Elijah J. 
Weed, late quartermaster of mnrines, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Harvey Parke. 

They were respectivelyread twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. VANCE, the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of Jeremiah Moon, 
made an unfavorable report thereon, and the bill and 
report were laid upon the table. 

On motion of^ Mr. VANCE, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memoirial of Andrew McLean, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the case of Francis Swann; 
whicli was laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOLMES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill from the Sen- 
atCj entitled An act to authorize the South Carolina 
Railroad company to import certain pipes and ma- 
chinery free of duty, reported the same without 
amendment; and the bill was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. LABRANCHE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported, without amendment, the Sen- 
ate resolution authorizing the emplovment of addi- 
tional inspectora of the customs at ine port of New 
Orleans: referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill in alteration of an act entitled An act to estab- 
lish a port of delivery at the city of Lafayette, in 
the State of I,oulsiana; which was read a first, sec- 
ond, and third times, and passed. 

LIEUTENANT FREMONT'S REPORT. 

Mr. BOWLIN, on leave, offered the following 
resolution; which was agreed to: 

Rattrti, That the Clerk at thin Ilouse be. and he i«herp. 
by, directed to receive, in the recess of Congreis, the re- 
port of Lieutenant (now Brevet Captain) Fremont's expedl. 
tion oriS43 and 1*44, to Oregon and North Ualifornia, an the 
•ame ihall be publiihsd from the War Department; and that ■ 
ten thousand extra copiei thereof be printed, together with 



tlie lithograpbetl niapi and drswiiigt accompanving the 
same, for the use of ths members oi the present CongrcBs; 
and also the report of the same oOcer of his expedition to 
tbellookjr mooatains, in the yeiir -IfliS, be reprinted with 
the report of the last expaditioa, without the appendix of 
astronomical, banmetiical, 'and meteorological observa- 
tions. 

Mr. P. BUNG, from the Committee on Com^ 
meree, reported Senate bills providing for the ap- 
pointment, and regulating the pay; of engineers and 
assistant ennneera in . the revenue lervice; and foi* 
the relief of Thomas Smith; the first of which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and the second to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and both ordered to be printed. 

Also the following resolution; which was adopt- 
ed: 

lUtohtd. That 10,000 copies ofthe report ofthe SecRtarf 
ol the Treasury on commerce and navigation, for the year 
ending 30th June, 1844, be printed. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, from the some 
committee, 

Ordertd, That the samecommlttee be discharged from the 
cnnsidersSIon of theresolution of the }81h of Januar}- last, 
relative to the .pubtioation of a monthly statement of im- 
ports and exports, and that it belaid on the table- 
Mr- J. W. DAVIS, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported, without amendment. Seriate bill 
vesting in the county commissionereof the county of 
Wyandot the ru;ht to certain town lots and out lots 
in the town of Upper Sandusky, in the Slate of 
Ohio. 

The bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the select committee appointed 
on the 17ih of January last, in relation to the best 
mode of disposing of the maps, plates, and other 
materials belonging to the United States, connected 
with the late expkiring expedition, reported a joint 
resolution "in relation to the charts of the exploring 
expedition;" which was read a fifst and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MoCLERNAND, from the same committee, 
reported back Senate bill granting to the State of 
lUmoiS certain alternate sections of land, to aid in 
the construction of certain railroads; referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Poet Roais, reported, with amend- 
ments, the bill to Drovide for the transportation of 
the mail between uie United States and foreign coun- 
tries: referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. S. REID, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report in the case of John Robinson; 
which, on his motion, was laid on the table and or- 
dered to beprinted. 

Mr. STETSON, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, made adverse reports on several 
petitions and papera to that comniittee referred; 
which, on his motion, were laid on the table. 

Mr. DILLINGHAM, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Eldson's adminislratora: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VINTON, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of Henry Gardner and others: 
referred to the Committee ofthe Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, from the same committee, re- 
ported Senate bill, without amendment, to extend 
the jurisdiction of the district court in certain cases 
on the adjacent lakes and navigable watera. 

On motion of Mr. D. the bill was three times read 
and passed. 

Mr. FRENCH, fWim the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to reorganize the circuit and district 
courts ofthe United States in the State of Ohio. 

Objections being made to the bill by Mr. STONE, 
it lies over. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the same committee, re- 
ported Senate bill, with amendment, to change the 
time of holding the federal courts in lite dl.itrirt ef 
Kentucky, aniifor other purposes. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 



Mr. LUCAS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to which had been referred the bill 
from the Setute for the relief of the hein and legal 
representatives of James Bell, reported thj name 
without amendment; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Benjamin J. Porter; which was read twice, re- 
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fen«d to the Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Aleo, from the lame committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Christian Orendorf^ whidi was twice 
read, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. S., the said committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the case 
of Jonathan Shaf^r. 

Mr. DICKEY, £rom the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the hein and l^al repreaenta- 
tives of Thomas Samter, deceased: read twice, refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, made an un- 
fikTorable report on the case of R. M. Livingston; 
which was laid on the table 

Mr. CLINTON, from the Committee on Pubhc 
Expenditures, moved that the report of that com- 
mittee in the case of Lieut. J. T. McLaughlin be 
printed: carried. 

Mr. PERLEY B. JOHNSON, from the same 
committee, made a minority report on the case of 
Lieut. J. T. McLaugfain; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SLIDBLL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, the 
bill from the Senate to confirm the Kale of lands in 
certain cases, and for other purposes, and reported a 
resolution from said committee to discharge the 
Committeeof the Whole from the further consid- 
eration of said bill; and the resolution being agreed 
to, the bill was read the third time and passed. 

The CHAIR stated that the hour for receiving re- 
oeivinereports had passed. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the rules be fiirther 
suspended, to receive the reports of such committees 
as bad not reported: agreed to. ' 

Mr. W. J. BROWN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the case of Robert Graham; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SLIDELL, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill from the Senate to authorise the relo- 
cation of land warrants, in certain cases, which was 
put on its passage, and reed the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. J. E. CAREY moVed that the Committee on 
Private Land Claims bedisdtarged ftrom the further 
consideration of the bill for the relief of Martha 
Ferch;awhich was agreed to. 

Mr. YANCEY, from the same conunittee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Alfred Long; which 
was twice read, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FRENCH, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciatj, reported the reoiiganization of the district 
and circuit courts of the United Slates in the State 
of Ohio; which was read the first time, and laid 
over on notice of debate. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Israel 
Johnson; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fadrs, reported, without amendment, the bill from the 
Senate providing payment for the 4th regiment of 
the Vermont militia, who served at Che baule of 
Plattsbuig, and moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McDowell, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported the bill from the Senate 
for the relief of Mary E. Zantzinger, widow of Ma- 
jor Zantzinger, deceased; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. J. A. BLACK, from the Committee on Mili- 
tarv Af&ird, reported a joint resolution for the bu- . 
rial of the mtu^yra of the British prison ships at the 
Wallabout, New York, during the war of the revo- 
lution: read twice, and referred. 

Mr. FISH, from the same committee, reported a 
joint resolution amendatory of the resolution of 
April, 1844, respecung the application of appropria- 
tions heretofore made: read twice, and referred. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Thomas Brown; which was read twice, and inferred. 
Mr. PARMKNTER, from the same committee, 
reported ajoint resolution for the relief of Rodman 
Price; which Was twice read and referred. 

Mr. T. H. SEYMOUR reported a joint resolu- 
tion for the sale nf lot No. 13, in the village of Sack- 
ett's Harbor, which was twice read and referred. 

Mr. JOHN STEWART, from the Naval Com- 
mittee, made an unfavorable report upon the peti- 
tion of mechanics, &c., at the Washington navy 



yard; and it was laid upon the table, and leave was 
granted the petitioners to withdraw their_petilion. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN STEWART, the same 
committee was dischai^ed fVorn the 'consideration of 
the cases of Isaac Bigelow and JamM Davis, and the 
petition of the citizens of Jefferson county for a 
bulkhead at Sackett's Harbor; and they were laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. WINTHROP, firom the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, reported a bill to regulate commer- 
cial intercourse with the islands of Miguelon and St. 
Pierre; and it was read three times and passed. 
. Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee on Foreign 
Afiairs, reported a bill for the relief of John K. 
Cooke; and it was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. DANIELS, firom the Committee on Territo- 
ries, reported a bill supplemental to an act for the 
admission of Iowa and Florida as Slates into the 
Union; and it was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, it was or- 
dered that the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be discharged from the consideration of the 
resolutions of the I7th December last, relative to 
extending certain pension laws to the officers and 
soldiers who served in defence of our fVontiers in 
the Indian wars, and relative to providing similar 
compensation for the officers and soldiers woo served 
in the Indian wars of 1783, &c, as is now author- 
ized to be paid to those of the revolution, and that 
the said resolutions be laid on the table. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, firom the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Freelove Ward; 
which was read twice, and committed- to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Carter; which 
was r«id twice, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole House. 

On the motion of Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, 

Rttolvtil, That Jacob Addiion, of Ohio, be pcnnilb>d to 
withdraw hii pension warrant or certificate from tho filei 
of the Houae. 

On motion of Mr. SAMPLE, from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, Peter Von Schmidt was 
permitted to withdraw his papers from the files of 
the House. 

Mr. THOMASSON, from the Committee Of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel Per- 
ry, assignee, &c; and it was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Qerard; and it was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee ofthe Whole House. 

Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Evans; and it was read twice, 'aud committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

On the motion of Mr. CULLOM, 
Ordtni, That the Conunittee on Invalid Penaloni !>• dli- 
charged from the considpration of the petition of Elemuel 
BohiDet, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of Adams Payne; 
and it was laid upon the table. 

On the motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Orierti, That the lame committee be dincharged from the 
conaidcimtion of Ihe petitions of John Nappertandy, of An- 
drew McDowell, of Wm. B. Adams, of Jonai B. Piatt, of 
Charlei Walworth, and of Beajamin Uwinell, Jamea Wil- 
son, and .A.aron Wilson. Jr. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported back Senate bill to extend the patent here- 
tofore granted to Wm. Woodward; and it w»8 read a 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. RODNEY, 

Orirrti, That the Committee on Patents lie discharged 
from the consideration ofthe petition of ElishaE. Holmes; 
and that it Im laid on the table. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee en Public 
Buildings and Orounds, made a report concerning 
the various national edifices at Washington, and 
showing the necessity for increased and fire-proof 
accommodations for transacting the public busi- 
ness; which report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. P. B. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Mileage, asked and obtained leave to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of citi- 
zens of Cayuga county. New York, for a reduction 
ofthe per diempay of members of Congress. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Select Committee on 
-Statistics, mads a report; which was laid on the 
uble. 



On motion of Mr. BURKE,' the Committee on 
the Library was discharged from the considen. 
tion of certain memorials; which had beea referred 
toil. 

Mr. SIMONS, from the CommittM on Bngnv- 
Hig, made a report, aecompanied by a resolntioa, 
directing the Cleik to procuse all the plates of 
maps which have been ordered by the House. 
The resolution was agreed to, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. 8. also reported a resolution for the printing 
of 5,000 extra copies of ProfeAor Owen's aui^ 
vey. 

Mr. BURKE offered an amendment to provide 
that the Clerk be authorized to eontntct for the 
same; which was negatived. 

Mr. BURKE offered an amendment to direct the 
Clerk to contract with Mr. Haaa for a map of 
Texas; and the rejection of those proeared by l))e 
Committee on Engraving aa erroaeous, for which 
he offered the testimony of a letter of Commodore 
Moore. 

[A message in writing was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by the hands of Captain 
Waoo4man, his private secretary.] 

After some conversation by Messrs. BURKE, 
SIMONS, HALE, and H. HAMLIN, 

Mr. H. HAMLIN demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table: reject«1. 

Mr. HAMLIN withdrew the demand for the prr- 
viouB question, at the appeal of 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF, who said he was glad that 
this proposition had been made, as it gave him an op- 
portunity of giving to theeoontry the truth in relation 
to the map of Texas now in the course of publica- 
tion under the order of this House. According to 
this map, the boundaries of Texas are made to ex- 
tend up to forty-two degrees of north latitude. 
Now, he had always deubted the correctness of the 
map in that particular, inasmuch as it was indirect 
conflict with every other map of that country which 
had fallen under his observation; and, as it woa a 
matter of no small moment that the people should 
be correctly informed on the subject, he had taken 
some pains to inquire into it. He had addressed a 
note to the head of the topographical bureau, under 
whose direction this map has been prepar«d, en- 
closing with it a copy of the Texas map published 
by order of the Senate, and of wh ich the House map 
is a copy, requesting him to mark upon it the boun- 
daries of the States of Texas, New Mexico, and 
other Mexican States adjacent, as recognised by the 
Mexican confederacy prior to the Tezian revolu- 
tion. In reply to my note, I received the following 
letten 

BoREAO or ToFoanAPHtCAL Ekoiwekk*, 
Washington, Feb. IX, IMS. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowlfdge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant. In reply, I have to state that 
this bureau is not in possession of the acts of the Mcxiran' 
Con)rr«ss, defining the boundaries of the provinces of tlial 
republic, and therefore that the meant necessary to delin. 
^ate the boundaries of the sevetal States enumerated by yoa 
are not at our command. 

In Tanner^ American Atlas, edition of 18N, there is ■** 
map of the United States of .Mexico, as organixed and de- 
fined by the several acts of Congieaa of that rt'poblic," bnt 
whether these iKiundaries were recognized by the "Mexican 
confedency prior to the Texian revolution,^ 1 am unable* to 
state. 

The nap of Texas enclosed by yoa, is ratnmed hero- 
with. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient sen-ant. 

J. i. ABERT. 
Colonel Corps Topofiaphical Engineers. 
Hon. J. BaiivKraHorr. 

House of Representatives. 

It seems, therefore, sir, (said Mr. B.) that the 
Topographical Bureau has no information in regard 
to the old bonndaries of Texas; can tell us nothing 
as to what Texas was; and refer* us to the atlas of 
Mr. Tanner. Now, sir, I have consulted Mr. Tan- 
ner's atlas, and find that it corresponds subetantially 
with all our other geaerally received maps of those 
countries. And, air, what is the result? What is 
the northern boundary of Texas there.' Is it lat- 
itude forty-two decrees north? No, sir. It is the 
Red river, in latitude thirty-four degrees north. All 
the ancient Mexican territory north of the Red 
river north of thirty-four degrees, is included with- 
in the State of New Mexico, of which Santa Fe is 
the capital! And this unquestionably is the true 
state of the case. Texas never extended north of 
thirt]^-four degrees; all north of that line is New 
Mexico. 

This map, then, intended for the information of 
the people, is grossly indirect; it is, in effect, a mis* 
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erable cheat, a monstrou* fraud upon the people of 
the fiee States. Here we have paued reaolalioos 
(iff the annexation of Texas to tne TTnion; and, by 
way of eompromiae, we have proyided for the ex- 
cluikui of lUreiy from all that part of Texaa lying 
north of tatitode 36deKreea 30 minutes north; when 
in troth, and in fact, Texae never extended — her 
Dortheni boondary norer reached — within two de- 
mta of that lo-adled compromise line! Yes,, sir, 
mis map is a cheat, a fiaud upon the people of the 
fiee Slates. From it they are led to believe that 
Mine portion (though, small) of the Texian territory 

8 Mcured to them; when, in trtith, not one foot of 
itieaches thelineof the compromise. This com- 
promise doss not run through Texas, or any part of 
it; it runs through New ISIexico, and New Mexico 
■ a part of Mexico as much as is the city of Santa 
2na itself. Texas never exercised any jurisdiction 
)ver it, either when she was herself a. member of 
he Mexican confederacy, or stnoe her independ- 
oce. Texian laws were never acknowledged there, 
ind the foot of Texian soldier never trod upon the 
oil of New Mexico, except in the character of a 
iriioner of war. It was not hers originally, nor is 
then by right of revolution, possension, or con- 
juest. And we ourselves are daily in the habit of 
ecognising the right of Mexico to this province by 
be protection we afford to the Santa Fe trade, and 
ly the payment of duties on the goods we export 

9 that city. If, thecefore. New Mexico shall ever 
eeoroe a part of our territory, we must first acquire 
I by purchase, or take it oy conquest. I hope, 
lierefore, Mr. Speaker, that an amended edition of 
liis map will be ordered. Let the people have the 
rulKon this subject; and then, if they are willing to 
c^uiesee in a oompromise which is no compromise 
-in a division of territory which is no division — a 
hadow, a mockery and a cheat— our duty will be 
ischaiged, and with them will be the responsi- 
iUty. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY said it was true, as the 
entleman from Ohio [Mr. Brihkerroff] had said, 
lat Texas, as known to the maps, did not extend 
eyond 340north. In 1836, the legislature of Texas 
used an act declaring that her boundaries extended 
>rth, embracing New Mexico, Santa Fe, Coahoila, 
c, up to 42*'. The treaty of the last session was 
ised on this claim by Texas; and it was one great 
section to it that it proposed to embrace a part of 
(exico, which there was no desire, he believed, on 
e port of any of our statesmen that our govem- 
ent should take possession of whenever Texas 
as admitted into the Union. 
In conclusion, at the request of many gentlemen, 
[r. K. moved the previous question. 
Mr. BURKE, at the suggestion of Mr. H. Hah- 
K, withdrew that part of his amendment pro- 
biting the payment for the map already fur- 
shed. 

The amendment to the amendment, as modified, 
18 agreed to. 

The question recnrring on the adoption of the 
iginal resolution, was taken, and the resolution 
IS agreed to. 

DAILY RECESS. 
Mr. McKAY moved a resolution providing for a 
ily recess of the House for the remainder of the 
ision, from 2i to 41 o'clock, p. m. 
Mr. SLIDELl, Mr. THOMPSON, and other 
itlemen objected. 

Mr. McKAY moved a suspension of the rules for 
I reception of the resolution, 
rhe question was token, and the House refused 
nispend the rules. 

Mr. HENLEY asked leave to make a report. 
Objections being made, it was not received. 

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 

>n motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
it into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
t Union, Mr. Wellbr in the chair. 
die bill under consideration when the committee 
t rose, was the bill from the Senate to reduce the 
M of postage, to limit the use and correct the 
lae of the franking privilege, and for the preven- 
a of frauds on the r«venues OC the Post Office De- 
tment, to the first section of which amendments 
Ibeen offered by Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Jami- 
I— the amendment of the latter gentleman being 
£rat pending amendment, 
tfr. COBB obtained the floor. 
If r. DROMGOOLB wished to offer an omend- 
Bt for the bill to take effect at some future time 
tead of immediatelyf as proposed by the bUl. 



The amendment not being in order at this time, 
was not received. 

Mr. COBB pioposed-to address a few remarks to 
the general features of the bill. He wished not to 
be misunderstood in the course he took on this sub- 
ject Hs had been one of those gentlemen who 
yesterday had voted to defeat .the efforts of die friends 
of this measure to press it through the House inteu 
.minutes, OS was first -proposed, And in two hours,, 
as provided in the resolution under which they were 
now acting. Whenever the nUes of postage could 
be reduced consistently with the principles of the 
deportment, and with its efficiency, he should he as 
willing to go for such redaction as any gentleman. 
Here was an entirely new system, which was to be 
forced on the country; the details, and hardly the 
general features of which, had not yet uudetgone 
examination by this House. It had required the 
Senate more than three weeks to digest this undigest- 
ed system; and now it was to be hurried through 
this House in two hours! In the annals of legisla- 
tion in this country there could not be found a par- 
allel to this. He aivued that it would be policy 
even for the friends of this measure to afford time 
for gentlemen to express their objections to the de- 
tails. It was not only necessary that it should be 
passed, but that the venous feelings and interests of 
tlie country should be in some measure reconciled. 
In order to this, at least, let them be heard, and the 
bill would be passed under tlie sanction of debate 
and consideration. 

Tliere were very many objectionable features to 
the bill. The first and most prominent of them was 
the reduction of postage to five cents for all distances 
throughout the country. And further, all packages 
not weighing over half an ounce, consisting no mat- 
ter of how many pieces of paper, were considered 
single letters. In this way, by procuring thin pa- 
per, many sheets might be sent for a single post- 
age. 

He urent into many other serious objections to this 
bill, to one of which he called theattention of thefriends 
of American manufactures, viz: that it would have the 
effect of bringing into use thin French writing pa- 
per, instead of paper of American manufacture. He 
appealed to gentlemen, if their object was to pro- 
mote the public good, to agree on a compromise, 
and mould thsir measure mto such a shape as 
would give general satisfaction. He understood 
that his friend from Indiana was about to propose 
on amendment, which he vastly preferred to this 
bill, and he hoped that gentlemen would accept it. 
He would simply refer to that amendment, without 

?;oing into any argument in favor ofit,trustingthat his 
riend from Ind inns would obtain the floor and ex- 
plain it himself. The proposition was to fix the rates 
of postage at five, ten, and fifteen cents to operate 
for two yeurs; and alter that, if it should be found 
that the diminution of the rates of postage was 
accompanied by an increase of revenue, to make a 
further reduction. Indeed he was willing to carry 
the reduction to the lowest point at which it should 
be ascertained that the Post Office Department 
could be supported from its own revenues. He did 
not believe, however, that the department could be 
supported under the provisions of this bill, and that 
the ultimate effect of it would be to throw the de- 
ficiency on the notional treasury; and it was evident 
that this result was contemplated by the framers of 
the bill, for they had inserted a provision appro- 
priating four millions to supply the deficiency 
that might occur from that aource. Among the other 
objections Mr. C. uiged to this bill was the 
vast patronage and power it gave to the head 
of the Post Office Deportment. It would moke the 
Post Office DepMTtment the most dangerous power 
ever known in any government. Mr. C. then 
entered into an argument against the injustice of 
the bill, which would compel citizens who were but 
little benefited by the facilities of the Post Office 
Department, to pay for the facilities which were so 
largely enjoyed by others of their fellow-ciiizens. 
He considered this bill as an assault on the little 
post ofiSces in the country; and in (act he had heard 
of no arguments on that floor, or in the public press, 
in favor of it that did not contain attacks on the 
smaller post offices. In answer to these assaults, 
it was only necessary to advert to a fact but little 
known, that in all the correspondence of the business 
portions of the community, the postages paid at the 
large cities were charged by the merchants to the 
persons in the interior with whom they had deol- 
mgs. One of the prominent evQs complained of in 
the country was the extent to which the franking 
piivilege was carried; but bow did this bill propose 



to correct it? ' Why the franldng privilege was taken 
away from the deputy postmsslera, who used it 
Cfirparatively to a smolKaxtent, and left in the bands 
of memfaigra of Congress, Who used it to an extrava- 
gant extent. 

However the expense might be paid, he said 
"down with the franking privilege!'* He was in 
favor of taking it away where it was retained, and 
restoring it to the smaM postmastere from whom it 
hod been taken. He said this biD would operate as 
a deception to the country on this subject. It would 
deprive the postmastere of the frankmg privilege, 
but it allowed the Postmaster GleneroTto increase 
their salary. Where did this clamor for low post- 
ages come from? Large cities. He knew petitions 
were shown here from other places, but they origin- 
ated from, and were printed in, the large cities; 
and by sending out a few persons with such peti- 
tions any amount of names might be procured. It 
was not the wish of the people, and it would be 
found injurious to the people of the country, as dis- 
tinguished from the people of the great commercial 
cities. The people (he ssid) were much more op- 
pressed by a bigh tariff than by the postage system. 
He said this might be technically stated as a case of 
the commercial cities vemu the country, and he ap- 
peared OS the advocate of the country. 

Mr. YANCEY said there were few questions that 
involved more important principles than the hill be- 
fore the committee, and yet its friends — and he ad- 
mitted they were a large majority — refused to give 
more than two houra for its discussion by those 
who held different opinions, snd they were de- 
prived of the opportunity of laying their views be- 
fore the country and their constituent^ that tlieir 
votes might be properly underetood. He wot not 
indisposed to moke changes in the Post Office De- 
partment; he should soy reforms were necessary, 
and they might go to a great extent, and postage 
might be considerably reduced; but what did this 
bill propose? To abolish the rates of 6i, 12i, 18j, 
and 25 cents, and to fix one uniform rate of 5 cents 
only. This was a radical change, which must strike 
with alarm every mind which was disposed to ex- 
amine the subjeot calmly, and to view the advantogrs 
of the Post Office Department as he did. He 
was opposed then to his biU, on the ground of the 
sudden and radieol change which it proposed to 
make. This bill proposed that it should go into im- 
mediate operation, and suddenly reduced ihe rates 
of postage to 5 cents, fVom an average of 15 cents, 
which the department had hitherto realized, mak- 
ing a reduction of 66} per cent, at once. He object- 
ed to it, also, because it conferred great powere on 
the Postmaster General as the head of that depart- 
ment. By this bill he would have power to in- 
crease the compensation of all postmastere in tlie 
United States whose compensation does not reach 
a certain amount, and his only limit was 50 per 
cent, on letter postage received at such office. There 
were thousands of offices whose compensation did 
not reach the amount here set forth; and therefore 
the Postmaster General would have power loin- 
crease the compensation of all such postmasten. 
This was a dangerous power to intrust to any 
man's discretion, and he was not disposed to sanc- 
tion it. But while they were about to make such 
o radical change, as a reduction of postage from 
an average of 15 to 5 cents, they were increasing 
four-fold the privileges of those who send lettera. 
At present the rates of postage were charged on 
single sheets; but hereafter the postage was to be 
regulated by weight; and instead of each letter in an 
envelope being chaiged letter postage, three letters 
could be sent ss a single letter— for three united in 
one envelope would not exceed the prescribed 
weight of holf an ounce. Here, then, was another 
serious consideration which appeared to have been 
overlooked. But another objecuon which he had to 
this bill was, that it was to be a burden on the treasu- 
ry. One of its provisions makes an appronriation 
off 750,000 to defray the expenses which the fVdl- 
ing-off of letter postage may throw as a burden on 
the treasury; but he called the attention of the com- 
mittee to the fact, that the contingent fund might- 
be made chargeable with four and a half millions of 
dollon. And yet such a bill wos to be hurried 
through this House in two houra. 

Now on what was oil this based? Did the Post 
Office Deportment do iu duty? It was as extensive 
as the Union itself. Mails were carried to the ex- 
tremest frontier of the Union; and he at the farthest 
East coiild write to his friend at the farthest West 
and have his letter delivered. It was a system which 
should command the admiration of tb« whole Union.' 
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Had, then, these aveepim changes been recommend- 
ed by the head of the ^at Office DepartmeiM? So 
ftr from ncdmmending, he objected to them moat 
earnettly. He was willing, as they all were, to effect 
refoma, but there waa no one act of the Poatmaater 
Q^eral to show that he desired to throw hia depart- 
ment a burden on other branches of the government. 
His friend fh>m Oeoreia [Mr. Coss] had told them 
that if the people called for these changes he was not 
aware of it; and he (Mr. Y.) was in a like condition 
of ignorance of any auch opinion prevailing amongst 
the people that he represented. He (Mr. Y.) wu 
wiUing that- the postage should be made 5, 10, and 
15 cents; and he had no doubt those rates would de- 
Aay the expense of the department; but he could 
not sane(ion a ohai^ which would affect the people 
so seriously int heir vital and social iotsrest. On 
what then was it baaed? He feared it was on 
a miatalten idea of the opinions of the people. 
AnoUier argument had been used which was 
baaed on the English system. The honorable gen- 
tleman examined that system to show that it differed 
essentially from oura in extent of country and den- 
sity of poitalation, and in the abolition of the 
firanking privilege, and the prqmyment af letters, 
and in many other particulars which he enumerated. 
This bill he said, if carried into operation, would 
either destroy the small post routes, or make them 
a idiarge on the treaaury. The Post Office Depart- 
ment should sustain itself and be a diarge on its 
oustcmers; and for whose benefit was H? Why, 
principallly for the great cities, which were calling 
so loudly for these reforms, that they might be Ixai- 
efited at the expense of the great mass of the coun- 
try; and thus the farming portion of the country 
would have to pay hy duties on their iron, wool- 
lens, cotton goods, and other articles of consump- 
tion, for the correspondence of brokers, merchants, 
and speculatars. He trusted this bill would not be 
passed. There was one plan, be understood, to be 
offend, which made the reductions prospective; and 
such a plan woald meet his approbation; but he 
should continue, ia all its forms, to oppose this rad- 
ical and dangerous scheme. 

Mr. DANA obtained the floor. Having given 
eonaideTable attention to the aubject before the com- 
mittee, he wished to give briefl'v his views. The 
whole community, as we had evidence fhim the multi- 
tades of petitions, and from resolution* of the State 
legislatuies prssented here, demaniied a reduction of 
postage, and he had hoped that the representatives 
of the people would have been found ready to com- 
ply with Uiese demands. He referred to the eradu- 
aUy declining condition of the Post Office Depart- 
ment as another argument for action on this subject. 
Up to 1640 there had been a regular annual increase 
of 9 or 6 per cent, in the revenues of the department; 
since that time there had been a rapid and conatant 
dccreaae, notwithstanding the exultation in which 
the Poatmaater General had represented the condi- 
tion of the departnMnt in his late annual report. He 
entered into a detailed extunination of the general 
preaent atate, and extent of operation, of the Post 
Office Department; and of the proapective condition 
of it, which the law* on the snoject remaining as at 
' present, he predicted, mnst eoon be a state of bank- 
ruptcy and inefficiency, unless the debts were 
thrown on the treasury. 

He alluded to the extensire system of private ex- 
{wesies that bad sprung up, taldns away and definiud- 
lag the Post Office Department ofrevenue which just- 
lylwlongad to it; and he argued that the best mode 
<» putting down these expresaea was not by penal 
enactmenta, but by such a reduction of the rates of 
postage as would aatify the community; and nothing 
kaa than that propoaed by thia bill would do this. 
He apoke of the impolicy of havbg so long deferred 
legiaUMnn on this aubject, and, by consequence, of 
having allowed these expresses to spring up to so 
gnat an extent; and he urged the necessity of im- 
l^iate action on the sabject. If it were delayed 
until the meeting of another Congress, it would be 
much more difficult to root them out even than it 
would be found to be now. 

He entered into a statistical examination at some 
leneth of the comparative amounts of free matter and 
of chargeable matter transmitted through the mails 
under the present system of postage, to show the 
sheer injustice and inequality thereof. Twenty- 
two tons of free mail matter went through the post 
office the last year he said. He advocated the 
aixrfition of the frankine privilege, and maintained 
the justice of those who wrote letters paying, ast 
nearly as can be ascertained, the cost of Ihe trans- 
portation of their own letters. 



Reverting to the subject of private expresses, he 
advocated Uie 5 cent rate of postage as calculated 
to root out and destroy these expresses. He exhib- 
ited to the House an advertisement of Hale & Co., 
private express proprietors, as showing Ihe entire 
publicity with which this illicit system was carried 
on, and considered it a greatly preferable manner in 
pomt of policy to pot them don^ by a reduction of 
rates, thua cutting off the inducement to patronize 
them rather than to resort to the vexatioua and haz- 
ardous attempt to crush tiiem by applying to them 
the penal provisions of law, by testing iu constitu- 
tionality, AC. The establishment and continuance 
of private expresses on two great routes, viz; from 
thia city via Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, 
&c., to Boston, and from Boston to Buffalo, was 
sufficient to break down the post office establish- 
ment. Between these points there was the greatest 
inducement to private expresses. It appeared from 
thia statement of facta, how difficult it would be to 
root out these establishments, unless the induce- 
ment of s^lf-interest on the part of lettei^writers, and 
orthe express proprietors, were taken away by a 
reduction of the rates iof postage. 

Mr. D. concluded, by sayingthat he uras in favor 
of preserving the Post Office Department, and anx- 
ious to extend its benefits and iofiuence. . 

Mr. CAUSIN obtabied the floor, and asked the 
Chair how much time he had to speak? 

The CHAIR said that the gentleman had five 
minutes left him, if he chose to apeak it out. 

Mr. CAUSIN then addressed the committee for 
about five minutes in fkvor of the bill; when the 
CheuT announced that the time for the termination of 
die debate hod arrived. 

Mr. JAMESON offered an amendment, to insert 
a graduated rate of postages of 5, 10, and 15 cents, 
instead of the uoiforra rate of 5 cents as in the bill: 
rejected. 

Mr. BRODHEAD ofiered an amendment provid- 
ing that the bill shall go into effect on the let day of 
July, 1845. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE offered to amend the amend- 
ment, by inserting 1st of January, 1846. 

On taking the queatinn, the amendm<9it to the 
amendment was rejected. 

The vote on Mr. Brodbead's amendniMit was 
taken by Messrs. Irtin and Tdcker m tellers, and 
they reported 96 in the ufflrmaUve, and 28 in the 
negative. 

Mr. G. DAVIS aubmilted an amendment to the 
amendment, to make postage 5 centa for 300 miles, 
and 10 cents for greater distances; on which the 
vote was taken by Messrs. BitoLArK and Brenqls 
aa tellers, and they reported 85 in the affirmativ«, 
and 89 in the negative. 

So it was lost. 

Messrs. JAMESON and McDOWELL offered 
amendments, which they afterwards withdrew. 

Mr. HOPKINS then modified his amendment, 
and ofiered the entire first section of the House bill 
as a substitute for the first section of the Senate bill; 
on which the vote was taken by Meaars. Stroko 
and Jambson aa tellers, and they reported 87 in the 
affirmative, and 93 in the negative. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. McDOWELL proposed an amendment to 
limit the 5 cent postage to 300 miles, and above that 
distance to increase it -to 10 cents; on which the 
vote was taken by Messrs. Prkston King and Mc- 
DoWBLL aa tellers, who reported 98 in the affirm- 
ative, and 87 in the negative. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. COBB moved an amendment to provide that 
all letters sent shall be prepaid: rejected. 

Mr. JAMESON moved to strike out the clause of 
the first section declaring letters or packages not ex- 
ceeding half an ounce weight single letters, and 
charging an additional single posta^ for every addi- 
tional naif ounce, or every additional weight less 
than half an ounce. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the amend- 
ment was rejected — ayes 71, noea 77. 

Mr. SCin:NCK moved that the committee rise 
end report the bill. 

[Criea of "Nd, no. I have amendments to of- 
fSsr."] 

The CHAIR decided if there were amendment* 
to be offend, the motion to riae was not in order. 

Mr. JAMESON moved an amendment to make 
one quarter of an ounce (instead of half an ounce) 
the baais of computation: rejected — ayes 72, noes 
87. 

Mr. JAMESON moved now to make the baaia 



three-elgh'tha of an ounce, and called for tenm; 
which wore ordered. 

The amendment wa* rejected — ayea 65, noes 61. 

Mr. PATTERSON' moved an amendment on 
letters paoing not over fifty milea, three cents: re- 
jected. 

A ftl^tha^ amendment otHtei by Mr. THOM^ 
SON, waa rejected. 

The aecond aection, relative to the postage on 
newqwpers, being under consideration. 

Amendment* oSiered by Measrs. HARDIN, 
DROMGOOLE, and SHEPARD CARY, vm 
rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise: n- 
jected. 

Amendments further offered by M uwia . GAS- 
RETT DAVIS, DROMGOOLE, HAMLIN, and 
JAMESON, were rejected. 

Mr. SLIDELL moved to atrike out all of tht 
third aection, which providea for carrying newspe 
pen fVee of charge for any diatance not over thiitj 
milea: rejected. 

Mr. JAMESON moved to strike out, at the end 
of that aection, the worda, "regard beine had lotlie 
coat of expediting its transportation, and the nwua 
at his disposal or under hi* central for effeetiag die 
same:" rgeoted. 

Mr. COBB moved to amend the third sectioa, 
seventh line, by inserting the wttrds, 'hnemben of 
Congresa indusiva," so as to indude them amon; 
the persons whose fianking privilege ia repealed. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to amend the amendment, 
by atriking out the wprd "tranamit," and inaertto; 
the word "receive," so that members of Congna 
may receive, and not Oranamit, lettera and padmge 
free of poatage. 

Mr. COBB modified his amendment, ao as to 
agree with Mr. Hopamt's amendment to it. 

The question was taken, and it waa rejected. 

Mr. S. CARY ofiered an amendment to leave ibr 
fitanking privilege to the deputy poatmastera: rr- 
jected. 

Mr. C. offered an amendment, providing that dep- 
uty postmasters whose emoluments do not amouu 
to fifty dollars per annum shall retain the franking 



Mr. BRODHEAD moved to insert 1st da^of 
July, 1845, in the beginning of the aerenth seciioB, 
to make it conform to the amendment adopted u> 
the first section: sf reed to. 

Mr. WOODWARD moved to amend that part of 
the seventh section which gives to members of Con- 
gress and Delegates, and the Clerk of the tioux 
and Secretary of the Senate, the privilege of frank- 
ing public documents printed by the two Houses of 
Congress, by adding the following: 

Every gueh document ihall be eodorved with the wonU 
"public documeat;** and for ereij luoh eodors«ment fal5(.If 
made the person ofrendtng ibaA pay a fine of $300; adiI £ 
any member of Congress, or Delegate, or ofllcer of the tv« 
Houses, shall be guilty of aay violation or abnaa of a> 
f making privilege, he shall, oacoDvjctioa Iheraof, b« finrJ 
a sum not less than $300. 

This amendment was rejected — ayea 60, noes 6.^ 

Mr. TUCKER moved to atrike out the oeventli 
aection. 

Mr. WOODWARD moved to amend the eighUi 
aection, by limiting the thinking privilege of mem- 
bera of Congnas and Delegates to lettera written to 
or by themaelvea, and newapapers and packets not 
exceeding two otmeaa in weight: rejected. 

Mr. A. P. STONE mpved to strike out the whole 
8th section. 

Tellers were oaHed for but not ordered. 

A motion waa made that theoommittee nse:oi 
which the vote waa taken by Meaars. Simpsok ami 
A. Kbnnedt, aa tellers, and they reported 46 in the 
affirmative , and 88 in the negative. So the commit- 
tee refused to rias. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Stone, to atrike out the aection; which was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. RELFE moved to atrike out the words "and 
they shall have the right to frank written letters fram 
themsdvea during the whole year, aa now autbo^ 
ized by law." 

Measrs. GanmBLL and Woodwobth, as telln*. 
took the vote, and 39 voted in the offinnatiTe, u4 
60 in the negative — no quorum voting. 

Several genUemen inaisted on the oommitlee ris- 
ing to report that fact to the House. 

Some converaation enaued, and a motion w* 
made that the committee riae; which waa taken by 
Messrs. Grutkell and HoQE, tellera, who repotlfll 
14 in the afllrmative, and 106 in the negative. & 
the committee refused to rise. 
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The qaestioD a^ain recurred on Mr. RuEr's 
amend inent; on which the vote was taken by the 
nme.tellera, who reported S7 in the affirnuitiTe, and 
9T in die native. So the motion was lost. . 

Mr. OWEN proposed to amend thosio words so 
as to give them the privilege to receive as well as 
lend free letters during the year, which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. COBB moved to amend so as to deprive 
members of the franking privilege; which was 
negatived. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved to strike out the 
words "except newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, 
and periodicals," so as to make those articles 
mail matter, and to prohibit their transportation by 
private expresses. 
The amendment was lost. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to strike out tbe word 
"newapapers;" which was lost. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to strike out the 

whole 9th section, which prohibits private expresses. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. WOODWARD offered an amendment to 

make all periodical matter free of postage; which 

was lost. 

Mr. DAVID S. REID moved to substitute |3,000 
for Jl-W, as the penalty for establishing privae tex- 
presses; which was negatived. 

Mr. HARALSON moved that the committee 
rise; which was nenitived. 

Some other amendments were offered; but great 
confusion prevailed, and they were not heard. 
It was now hal^past 5 o^cIock. 
Mr. HOPKINS moved that the committee rise, 
and asked for tellers on this motion; which were 
ordered. 
The motion was rejected — ayes 33, noes 77. 
Mr. HOPKINS moved to strike out flSO and in- 
sert $500, as the penalty against private expresses: 
rejected. 

Mr. G. W.JONES moved thttt the committee 
rise. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked for tellers; which were 
refused. 
The committee refused to rise. 
Mr. THOMPSON moved to strike out |150 and 
insert fl.OOO, as the penalty against pnvate ex- 
presses. 

Mr. G. W. JONES called for tellers; which were 
ordered. 

The question was taken, and the amendmtot was 
rejected^-ayes 15, noes 82; no quorum voting. 
(Cries of "report that (act to the House."T 
Mr. RATHBUN moved, in order that the House 
might get in better temper, that the committee now 
rise. 

Tellers were asked and ordered; and the question 
being taken, was decided in the negative — ayes 56, 
noes 59. 

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
Thohpion, was taken, and the vote stood — ayes 
12, noes 74; no quorum voting. 

The committee at length rose, and reported that 
Tact to the House. 

Mr. DOUGLASS was successful above many 
>ther competitors for the floor. He now moved a 
^solution to discharge the Committee of the 
HHiole from the ftirdier consideration of the bUI. 

(Cries of " No ! no ! you cant do it imtil the 
amendments are disposedfof "] 
Objections being made, 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved to suspend the rules for 
his purpose. 
Mr. COBB moved that the House adjourn. 
The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on this 
lotion. 
(A message was received fVom the Senate, an- 
ouncinf tbe passage by that body of certain billd, 
ud asking concurrence therein.] 
The question was taken on the motion to adjourn, 
nd decided in the negative — yeas 52, nays 110. 
Mr. THOMPSON moved a call of the House: 
ijected. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked if the effect of the res- 
lution would not be to bring the bill into the 
louse, and supersede all the amendments, as the 
>nimittee would be discharged without making a 
iport. 

The SPEAKER said he would answer that 
itestion when it come up. 

The queatbn was then put on the motion to sos- 
>iid the rules; and it was decided in the affirmative 
-yens 114, nays 48. 

Mr. DOUGLASS then offered his resolution to 
scharge the Couimittec of the Whole from the 



further consideradon of the bill; and that it, to- 
gether with the amendments of the Committee 
of the Whole, be brought to the immediate notice of 
the House. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved a call of the House; 
which motion was rejected. 

Mr. A. A. CHAPMAN moved that the House 
sdjoum: rejected. 

~ Mr. G. W. JONES moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; and on that he called for the yeas and 
nays. 

An adjournment was moved, and negatived. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the reading of the 
resolution under which they had been acting in 
Committee of the Whole, and the resolution now 
offered. 

The Clerk read them accordingly. 

The question then recurred oh the motion of Mr. 
G. W. JONES, on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and taken; and results — yeas 31, nays 119. 

The qtiestion then recurred on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question; and there was a 
second. The main question was ordered to be now 
put, and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. RATHBUN inquired if the bill was then be- 
fore the House. 

The SPEAKER then said the bill whs before the 
House for its action. He next announced that the 
question was on agreeing to the amendments. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said the House could have 
no knowledge of the action of the committee unless 
it was reported by its chairman; but the House had 
dispensed with the report of the chairmau, and con- 
sequently no amendments were reported. 

The SPEAKER submitted that he could not 
shut his eyes to the facts, and to what the record 
shows. 

Some other conversation ensued. 

Mr, HALE moved the previous question. 

Mr. COBB moved a call of the House, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays thereon; but submitted 
that he would withdraw that motion if the friends 
of the bill would consent to on adjournment. (Loud 
cries of order.] 

The SPEAKER then took the vote on ordering 
the yeas and nays, and announced that there were a 
sufficient number to order them. 

An adjournment was moved> 

The yeas uid nays were caUcd- for on that mo- 
tion, but they were not ordered. 

The adjournment was then negatived. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Sihohs 
and Cakfcnteb were appointed, who, on taking 
the vote, reported — ayes 45, noes 100. 

The question recurring on the motion for a call of 
the House, the yeas and nays were called for by 
several, but they were not ordered. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON appealed to his friends to let 
the previous question be ordered, and agree to take 
the question to-morrow. He asked tlie Chair if that 
would not be the firat question to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER said that, undeiitbe resolution of 
the gentlemaa from Illinois, [Mr. Dougl^is,] it 
would. 

The question was then put on the motion for a call 
of the House, and rejected. 

The queadon on the second to the previous ques- 
tion being carried without a division, 

Mr. G. W. JONES called for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question, but they were not 
ordered. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to a question of order, 
and said that when the House ordered the main 
question to be taken, it must be taken immediately; 
and no motion to adjourn was in order. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to adjourn 
to be in order, and the question being put, it was 
decided in the afSrmative. 

So the House adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Wednbidat, February 36, 1845. 

On motion, the reading of the jourmd was dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following; whieh 
WHS agreed to: 

Wherea< the general auenbly of tbe State of Arkansas 
has prov j/)ed by law for' the opealaif of a road from Little 
Rock to Fort Smith, upon the aoath Ride of tbe Aikaoaaa 
river; thereCors 

Rtttilrei. That the Comoiitlec on the Poat OIBce and Poat 
Knflds br in^tnictrd to inqtiire into the expediency of cgtah. 
liihing u poit road from Little Hock to Fort Smith, on the 
uHith side of tb« Arkuuaa river, in the State of Ar- 
ksofsa. 



Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from M. 
S. Littlsfield, mid other citizens of Maioe, psaying 
for the estaUishaient of a mail routs ttoxa Fryebun, 
to BtH^tLom, in Maine; which was refened to tie 
Committee on tbe Post'Office and Post Roods. 

Also, presented a petition from Jams* D. Parker 
and others, of Maioe, praying for an appropriation 
for the erection of a light-house, on one of dM 
Goldsborough islands and on Morton's Ledge; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petitioi> from a 
number of inhabitants of Alleghany eoiwty, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that the naturalization laws may 
be so altered as to require of foreigners a reaidenee 
of twenty-one years to entitle them to citiaeBship: 
referred to tbe Comaiitlee on Foreign Relatiofis. 

Mr. DIX presented three several petitions from 
citizens of the United States, praying for the an- 
nexation of Canada to the Uiuted States; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from in- 
habitants of the Seneca county. New Yorit, pray- 
ing forUie immediate reannexation of Texas to the 
United States, and the whole of the Oregon Ter- 
ritory; which was oniered to lie on the iidSe. 

. PAT OF THE ARMT. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Militafy 
Affiurs, reported book, without amendmeat, sod 
with a recommendation that it b* indefinitely post- 
poned, the bU from the House regulating, by n- 
ducing, the pay of the army of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the Committee on 
the Joint Library was discharged from tbe flnther 
consideiation or the memorial of David Haas, pro- 
posing to engrave a new map of Texas. 

Also, on his motion, the same committiaewas dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of the me- 
morial of Alexander Vattemare, praying for . the 
establishment of a permanent system of interna- 
tional exchanges of woiks published by order of 
Congress; and its further considerajfen was post- 

Jioned till the 1st of December next. The reason 
or ^s disposition of llie memorial was, that there 
wasflot time for any action upon it at this session of 
Coi^ess. 

Mr. ARCHED presented two memorials, nume- 
rously signed by citizens of St. Loura, praying for 
a change m the naturalization laws; whicn were le- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
On motionby Mr. FOSTER, it was 

Resolrtd, That there be paid out Of the contingent toai of 
the Senate, ttttmMet tbe direction of tbo fonunittee to 
audit sod eontiol the saae, to «aeb of thenwatkigen, uaiit- 
«ut aieaiieagwt*, pagea, and laborera, in the tervtce of the 
Senate, tbe lami: amounUi respectively that were paid 
them under a resolution of the Seiutb at the lui ses- 
aion. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of John P. Skin- 
ner, and the le^ representatives of Isaac Green, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Several bills from the House were read twice, 
and appropriately'referred. 

The Dill from the House in alteration of the act 
entitled "An aa to establish a port of entry at the 
city of Lafayette,'in the State of Louisiana," was 
read twice with a 'view to reference; when, 

Mr. BARROW remarked that there was no ne- 
cessity fer the refhrence of the bill to the Committee 
on Commerce. It was precisely similar to the bill 
of tbe Senate which had been ordered to a second 
reading without opposition. Therefore, on his mo- 
tion, the previous orders of the day were postponed, 
and the above bill was taken up, and considered as 
in committee of the whole, reported to the Senate; 
and, according to order, read the third time, and 
passed. 

On motion by Mr. BREESE, the Chair was em* 
powered to appoint an additional member on the 
Committee on Enrolled Bilhb 

The Uonse took up for consideration tbe bill to 
change the time of holding the federal courts of 
Kentucky, which had been returned from the House 
with amendments; and, on the motion by Mr. 
MOREHEAD, the amendments of the House were 
concurred in. 

Several adverse reports of the standii^ commilr 
tees, on private claims, among which was the case of 
William Buchanan wore token up, and concurred 
in. 

Mr. COLAVITT made a motion that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the genend bill for 
the remission of duty on railroad iron. 

Messrs. PORTER, JARNAGIN, JOHNSON, 
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and QERRIE^N, suggested the propriety first of 
having the bill for the relief of the State of Micbiean 
and several railroad companies, which was under 
consideration yesterday, taken up and disposed of. 

Mr. COLCIUITT yielded to the suggestion. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 

Rtttlvtd, That the Committee on Naval Aft'ajn be In- 
etmcted to Inqoire into the exptidiency of priotiii|( the se. 
troDomical and magnetic obtervatlona made hy Lieutenajit 
OilUi. under the inalractioiu of the Navy Department of 
the ISth August, 183«. 

RAIL KOAD IRON. j 

On motion by Mr. PORTER, the Senate resumed | 
the consideration of the bill for the relief of the Slate 
of Michigeui and certain railroad companies. 

Mr. JOHNSON hoped the question would be 
taken on the bill, u it was fully discussed yester- 
day. 

Mr. STURGEON remarked that his colleague, 
who expressed a wish yesterday to say something 
on this Dill, was not in his seat. Me hoped, bow- 
ever, in bis absence that the bill would not be passed. 
Suppose, said he, this bill was passed on the ground 
that the iron was imported but not laid down pre- 
vious to the act of 1843, levying a duty on railroad 
iron, with what justice could Congress refuse to re- 
mit the duty to companies which had not been so 
fortunate as to import it before the passage of that 
act. The passage of this bill would bring to the at- 
tention of Congress other claims for its bounty, and 
would be followed by the bill for the general remis- 
sion of duty on that article. He felt it to be his duty, 
therefore, to resist its passage, to prevent a result 
which would be so desu-uctive to the interests of 
Pennsylvania. He went for incidental protection. 
The people of Pennsylvania were in favor of it; and 
he appealed to the friends of that system to resist 
his bill, which went to disturb that system. 

He would content himself without further remark, 
by calling for the yeas and nays on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. JARNAGIN expressed his opposition to 
taxing articles of prims necessity, of which iron was 
one, and should therefore vote for the bill remitting 
the duty in this case, believing that the persons who 
had invested their moneys in railroads for the ac- 
commodation of the public were more entitled to 
the bounties of government than these iron-mongers, 
the interests of whom, it was alleged, would be affect- 
ed by the passage of this bill. 

Mr. WOODURmGE remarked that there was 
no provision of this bill which acted prospectively; 
that it was altogether retroactive in its character, 
and involved no principle connected with the present 
tariff system. The iron which the bill proposes to 
remit the duty upon, was authori:^cd to be imported 
free of duty if actually laid down before a certain 
date. Circumstances of an embarrassing character 
rendered it utterly impossible to prepare the con- 
struction of the road so as to lay the iron down be- 
'fore the expiration of the time allowed by the lav 
for that purpose. This bill merely secured the 
benefit of the law authorizing the iron to be import- 
ed free of duty, although it was not actually laid 
down by the time prescribed by the law. It wonkl 
not be liberal, wise, or just poucy to deny the ben- 
efits contemplated by that act; especially as the bill 
did not interfere in the slightest degree with the 
course of policy established by the last Congress, in 
the enactment of the tariff law. 

Mr. ASHLEY said he would vdte against this 
bill, or any other granting to the railroad companies 
a bounty, unless a provision was made in the same 
bill to protect the mail establishment of the United 
States against the extortionate demands of those 
companies. There ought to be some provision to 
compel those companies to transport the United 
States mail at a reasonable rate, before they should 
be entitled to the benefit of the act; and if Michi- 
gan has constructed a railroad, and desired a bounty 
of the government, she ought to stand on the same 
footing as other corporations in this respect. . He 
trusted that no bill would be passed unless there 
was a provision inserted such as he had alluded to. 
He therefore moved to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee on tlie Post Office and Post Roads, with inatnic- 
tions to protect the interests of the United States by I 
an amendment. j 

Mr. PORTER said the State of Michigan, which | 
had constructed two hundred miles of railroad, j 
would never consent, for the paltry benefit which j 
would be derived from the passage of this hill, to sur- | 
render tho.<ie roads to the Postmaster General. He ! 
would be ready to legislate upon some general | 
proposiii^n concerning the carrying of the United I 



States mail npOn railroads; but woidd not consent to 
act partially upon the subject as proposed. He 
hoped the senator from Arkansas [Mr. Aihlct] 
would not press his motion. 

Mr. BUCHANAN desired to have something to 
say upon this bill; and he wished to know how 
much money it would take out of the treasury if it 
was passed. He could say what he intended against 
the bill when it was upon its passage, and would 
not interfere with its further progress at that time. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, it was 

Raelced, That the 8ecr»tary of the Treaanry be requeat- 
ed to trannnit to the Senate a rsport of the lyooijtical in. 
dex of the treasury initructlons for the adroiniitratlon 
of the revenue lawf , from 1789, to the preeent Ume, which was 
commenced under the direction of Mr. Secretary Forward, 
and continued under the several provisions of law; and 
that he accompany the same with an estimate of the 
amount of money necessary to defray for any axistiag ar- 
' rears for its preparation. 

On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the bill for 
the relief of Reuben E. uentiy was taken up, and 
considered ss in committee of the whole, reported 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the joint resolution 
for the relief of Putney & Riddle, of the city of 
Baltimore, was taken up, and considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the bill further to provide 
for the punishment of offences against the United 
States, was taken up for consideration as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that the object of the 
bill was to extend the jurisdiction of the courts of the 
United States to certain offences which might be 
committed on board of enrolled and licensed ves- 
sels navigating the lakes and rivers between diflbrent 
States. It had been framed in consequence of a 
memorial from Michigan, in which the want of the 
necessary power to punish offences in the United 
States courts was complained of in consequence of 
the jurisdiction now belonging to tbfe Slates. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he felt constrained to oppose 
the bill. It was true that a memorial had come 
from Michiean in iu favor, but the States of Ohio 
and Pennsylvania had jurisdiction over parts of 
Lake Erie, as well as other States, and New York 
had jurisdiction over pcO't of Lake Ontario. Now 
there was no application from those States in favor 
of this bHI. He did not feel assured that they wore 
willing to part 'with their jurisdiction over their 
watera; and ne preferred letting the subject rentain as 
it now stood. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained that the jurisdiction of 
the States, in all cases where it could be exercised, 
was not interferred with by the bill. The opera- 
ticm of the bill was limited to vessels of a certain ton- 
nage sailing under licenses from the United States. 

Mr. TAPPAN replied, and cdntended that it was 
belterto allow die jurisdiction which had been exet^ 
cised by the States from the foundation of the gov- 
ernment, without inconvenience, to remain as it 
was. 

Mr. JOHNSON said .he was assured by the dis- 
trict judge of his State that such a biH as this was 
necessary. 

Mr. W00DBRID6E contended that the bill 
would only give to the courts of the United States 
that jurisdiction to which they were entitled by the 
constitution. 

The bill was then reported back to ihe Senate 
without amendment. 

Mr. TAPPAN asked for the Teas and nays on 
the question of engrossment; whicn were ordered. 

Mr. PORTER stated a circumstance which hap- 
pened last year, and which ^ve rise to the applica- 
tion for the passage of the bill. A criminaj offence 
was committed on board of a steamer, but the exact 
place where was not known. The counsel for ths 
prisoner raised the question of jurisdiction in the 
State court, and the case was dismissed for want of 
power to try iu 

On motion ofMr. TAPPAN, the bill was inform- 
ally passed over till to-morrow, in order to afford 
senators time for examination. 

ANNEXATION OP TEXAS. 

Mr. MILLER thanked the Senate for its courtesy 
in not requiring him to proceed last nijjht, at the 
late hour at which the senator from Miaaissippi con- 



cluded his remarks. Had it been the jiemaan of 
the Senate that he should then have proceeded, he 
would have done so, althourii be eon ft ssed he vti 
no advocate for a "midnignt cr^," trta against 
Texas. He rejoiced that the discussion was not 
closed last night, if for no other leoson^because it 
permitted another sun to rise upon this UnioB ss it 
now is; whether another san snail, aiUr this day's 
proceedings, again rise upon it unimpaired, he was 
unable to say. 

He pronounced the new union, about to be form- 
ed by act of Congress, an imnatural and uneoDslitu- 
tionol union; and, imwining the proposed roaaaoit 
a bridal one, he asked who could say, at its con- 
summation, "those whom God hath joined togetbct 
let no man part asunder." 

He stated the sentiments of New Jersey on this 
question; and, calling to mind the merits and ser- 
vices of that State in revolutionary times, he tnialed 
in future she would not be forgotten, ar kept out of 
view, in the decision of measures of national im- 
port. 

This was the first time, in the history of our gov- 
ernment, that the acquisition of foreign territory 
was aimed at for the sake of extending our domin- 
ion. He enumerated the influuices broogfat to bear 
for the enforcement of this project. He charsctsr- 
izsd the out-going President as ftantic for Texas; 
the South and West as running wild vich the Tex- 
as mania; and the only question asked of thoee anx- 
ious to become public servants was — not whether 
honest or capable, but — "ore you for or against 
Texas.'" 

In answer to a remark of the senator from Saudi 
Carolina last night, to the effect that the Senate, be- 
ing a small body, was more susceptible of oorrup- 
tion than the larger branch of Congress, he inquired 
where were the proofs of the aUegatioii;-and then 
defended the Senate from the imputation, maintain- 
ing the propriety of reposing the trust in that body 
which it possessed in conjunction with the execu- 
tive. He dwelt upon the praiseworthy conduct of 
the Senate on the treaty of lastseasion, and eulogiiut 
the senator from Missouri for the stand he took 
against that measure. He characterized tberaesen! 
proposition as the very same measure in substanot 
as the treaty of last session. He asked, was the 
Senate ready to show the wMte featker now, sec 
yield to the in-coming administration what it denied 
last session to the out-going administration? 

He enumerated the various modes of annexatin 
proposed, with a view of showing that, howeva 
favorable the friends of Texas were to the gencnl 

auestion of annexation, they could not agree as a 
ie manner of accomplishing their object. There ms, 
however, he considered, a lance party outside cf 
Congress whose motto was, "We must have Tern 
anv bow." What he meant was, that, if Texas is 
to be introduced into this Union, it is to be bf 
force — he did not mean force of arm», fcut force i 
public opinion. Who, he asked, could resist ds 
rolling waves of progresaive democracy? It was is 
vain to take up the constitution, and attempt with I 
to arrest the tide; the commend to the waves to nl 
back would have no more effect than the oommasi 
of Canute to the sea approaching his feet as be si 
on the shore of Britain. 

He denied that the proposed union of two inds 
pendant sovereign republics could, by any act d 
their governments, be constitutionally sooomplisbsd 
The power, he mainteuned, rested with the ernai 
sovetei^ty of both countries — the neople. With 
out their express authority it coula not be done; i 
was not a delegated authority. 

He referred to the consutution, and dweh (a 
some time on the powen of that instrument, withi 
view of showing that no authority for this meawai 
could be derived from its provisions. 

He argued that, if this joint resolution paasri 
Texas couM not act in conformity with her o«i 
constitution, as we require her to do, within the pti 
scribed period. 

He held, that, if the power of this government I 
annex Texas existed at all, it was in the trcsq 
making power. He took issue with the snnsli 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Walker,] upon his defia 
tion of a treaty, and referred to tiie authors on inMl 
national bw to show that the definition of a uM 
deed would not characterize a treaty. He held thi 
the joint resolution was a contract of the very saa 
import and subntance as a treaty; and he insisted ihl 
in the nature of things, it never could be execM 
constitutionally by the Congress of the Uial 
States and the legislature of Texas. Tie two M 
emmencs might resolve, and resolve, and re-reson 
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for years, to unite themMlves; they might meet on 
the banks of the Sabine, and beat their bosons with 
impatience to embrace each other; but there they 
should stand, separated by that stream, till some 
high priest should be called in to bind them in the 
holy bands of matrimony. Till the high-priest 
^the treaty-malcing power) came and performed the 
ceremonial, they never could be united. 

He referred to the instances of extra-territorial 
legislation quoted by the senator irom Mississippi 
last night in support of bis argument, and denied 
that th ty were of any force, because they only could 
operate in relation to ourown citizens and jurisdiction. 
He denied that there was any analogy between 
them and the measure no« proposed of legislating 
for dominion over a foreign government or territory. 
He adverted to the acts of Congress admitting Ken- 
lucky, Tennessee, Ohio, and Louisiana, with a view 
of proving from them that these States were obliged 
to be formed by citizens of the United States before 
they could be States admissible into this Union. 
So It was with Iowa and Florida, now ready to be 
admitted. How was it with Texas? She is re- 
quired to make her constitution in conformity with 
our constitution. Who ia to form it? Aliens, eiti- 
zenii of Texas — not citizens of the United States, as 
in all previous precedents of the admission of new 
States. No citizen of the United States can vote in 
Texas for its new constitution, or for forming a new 
State, for our citizens there are aliens. It must be 
done by Texian citizens. 

He looked upon disjoint resolution as an attempt 
on the part of the Executive and House of Repre- 
ssnlatives to break down the constitutional privile^ 
of the Senate, and to htad the Senate and deprive 
it of its rights It was an attempt by the other two 
branches of the government, to subdue and control 
Slate rights. It is a State matter. The States owe 
allegiance to the general government as it is. His 
people never made it a part of the compact of union 
that they were to fight for the people or State of 
Texas. Should the occasion of oattle come in any 
one of the twenty-six States or tlie Territories of 
the Union as it now is, — no matter whether on the 
remotest bounds of Arkansas or Florida, or on the 
border of the frozen North — there the citizens of 
New Jersey would be found fighting for the Union 
to which they owe allwiance. But upon what 
right or authority could they be required to eo to 
Texas and fight for it and for its people Im de* 
nounced the principle of acquiring territory for the 
purpose of balancing sectional interests. He quoted 
the message of the senator from SouA Carolina, 
when he was Governor of that State, touching the 
proposition of annexing Texas in 1836, in proof of 
the ill consequences of that measure m relation to 
South Carolina and State rights. 

If disunion ever severed mis government, it would 
be by a blow not aimed from any one of the Slates 
now in the Union, but from the "lone stars" to be~ 
admitted ttom abroad. 

lie admonbhed the Senate a^inst following the 
course of Rome in the ag^ndisement of territory; 
a course of policy which laid the foundation of her 
dt siruction. He denied wholly that the peo[$le had 
decided in the late elections the necessity or desi- 
rability of the annexation of Texas. 

In relation to the assumed advantages of annex- 
ation, he denied that Texas could give anything 
valuable to the Union — ports for our commerce, or 
consumption for our products and manufactures; she 
cuuld give us nothing but what we do not want — 
territory and lands, of which we have more than we 
know what to do with — cotton, of which we grow 
loo much already — sugar, to compete with what we 
now produce — her debt! this, he said, will be a new 
item in the democratic creed — the assumption of 
Slate debts — for be held the United States would be 
bound to see the debt paid. Would the Texas lands 
siifHce? No; these lands have been granted away 
three times over. 

Touching upon the question of slavery, he held 
that Congress had no right to interfere in the matp 
ter, directly or indirectly, and should entertain no 
measure bearing on the subject. 

As to the argument that we must take Texas to 
keep England from gettinz it— indeed, he read in 
some paper lately, it should be done because when 
Santa Anna was arrested a contract between him 
and Great Britain was found in his breeches pocket 
— it seemed to him, that instead of obeying the 
injunction of living with the fear of God continually 
bpfore our eyes, we are now living with the fear of 
tjireat Britian continually haunting our imaginations. 
Again: others comforted Ihemselrea with the as- 



surance that Texas would become the reservoir of 
slavery, into which all the slaves in the Union would 
flow, until, finally, they would make the territory • 
beyond the Del Norte their exodus. His plan was 
to emancipate the Africans, and send them back to 
their native country — not to Mexico, among old 
Spaniards, to become citizens there. 

The eye of the coanlry was fixed npon this Sen- 
ate, and expected it to stand up firmly against ex- 
ecutive encroachment and the excitement of the mo- 
ment It looked at it as a whig Senate; and if the 
power was to pass from this whig Senate's hands on 
the 4th of March, would it not be best to turn over 
this question to those coming in? Let the friends 
of Texas look to Texas; but let the whig Senate 
look to the Union as it is, and preserve it and the 
constitution. 

Mr. M. having addressed the Senate two hours 
and a half, concluded his remarks by an appeal to 
the Senate against the proposed measure. 

Mr. BAGBY next obtained the floor, but yielded 
it to the senator from Maine for a report from the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EVANS then r«>orted back'from Ihe Com- 
mittee on Finance, the House bill making appropri- 
ations for the eivil and diplomatic service, witn vari- 
ous amendmenla. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHEIR — who remarked 
that ihe hour of recess was at hand — the joint reso- 
lution for annexation was passed over informally, 
and the Senate went into executive session. 

The Senate, at three o'ckick, took a recess till five 
o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate an executive 
communication, which was laid on the table. 

The Senate bill regulating postages and the frank, 
ing privilege as returned from the House of Repre- 
sentatives with amendments, was taken up. 

Mr. MERRICK desired to have the amendments 
read. 

Mr. BERRIEN inquired if a quorum was 
present. 

The CHAIR replied that there wds not. 

Mr. BERRIEN objected to any action on the sub- 
ject until a quorum was present. 

AAer a delay of ten or fifteen minutes a quorum 
was announced, and 

Mr. FOSTER moved the reference of the House 
amendments of the postage bill to the Coinmittee on 
the Post Office. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the special order 
was then taken up. 

ANMBXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. BAGBY being entitled to the floor, rose and 
addressed the Senate for two hours and a half. 

Mr. BAGBY observed, after a few remarks in- 
distinctly heard, that the Senate would do him the 
jusiiee to say, from the beginning down to the pres- 
ent stage of this discussion, however much he may 
have sinned in other reipecta, he had not trespassed 
on its patience in regard to the question which in- 
volves the annexation of Texas to the United States 
of America. In regard to this question he had pur- 
sued a course that perhaps best became him. He 
had listened to the arguments of those whose expe- 
rience, age, and position gave them infinitely more 
claim to uie attention and consideration of tlie Sen- 
ate than any' thing he could possibly assert 
or claim; but although he had been thus respectful, 
as he designed and was determined ever to be, it 
never was bis intention from the time this question 
first presented itself to the American mind, or to the 
consideration of the Congress of the United States, 
to forego that privilege which belonged to him as a 
man, as an American citizen, and as a senator, of 
expressing freely, feariessly, and openly those opin- 
ions whicn amounted to the most absolute convic- 
tion of duty upon his mind. Such had been his 
course, such had been his intention, and such was 
now his determination. 

The qaeition now before the Senate, relieved of 
all its embellishments and stripped of all disguises, 
was nothing more nor less — for he Intended to state ^ 
it in all iu force precisely as he knew it to be — 
than whether the Congress of the United Stales has 
the power, derived from the constitution of the 
country — not to admit new Slates, because he would 
go into no technical speculation in the investigation 
o''this case, but rather choose to present it precise- 
ly as it appeared to him in the exercise of that high 
and solemn duty which he was now called upon 
to perform — but whether Congress has the power, 
derived from the constitution, to admit fortisn 



States into this confederacy. That was the point to 
which he intended to direct the greater portion of 
the aiguments which he intended to Mmaai upon 
this question. It had not been his praetiee, either 
in public or private life, to dodge around a question 
upon which he bad been called upon to act; and it 
never would be his practice. And ao far as con- 
cerned himself personally — greatly as he valued the 
statements and judgment of others, greatly as he 
appreciated that public indgment which was said to 
have been pronounced upon this question — standing 
here in his character of a senator covered with the 
sacred panoply of State sovereignty, he blotted out 
all construction upon the delerminauon of a consti- 
tutional question. That question he determined for 
himself, recognising, in the settlement of it, no 
other responaubility than that which, as an bumble, 
frail, transitory, aud fleeting mortal, he felt for the 
God who made him. What I was he to be guided 
by senators on the other aide of the House? or 
was he to be told by senators on this side that a con- 
stitutional qusstion is to be decided by the result of 
a presidential election? God forbid ! He had some 
constitutional principles — he had some moral prin- 
ciples — some conscientious prindpies, and if these 
were to be surrendered for the acquisition of this 
measure or the success of that — if one or the oilier hod 
to give way, he said let it be the measure, or all 
the reoaoni Uiat statesmanship could devise, all the 
arguments that human ingenuity could invent, 
would be thrown away upon him, when on the one 
hand he had to weign the results of presidential 
elections, or popular movements, or party tactics, and 
on the odier the constitution of his country. For 
one, therefore, at the start, speaking for himself in- 
dividually, he denied here that any constitutional 
(tuestion ever had been or ever could be settled by 
Uie result of a presidential election. He saw from 
the time he came here, and he saw with mortifica- 
tion and regret, that, although we cams here, accord- 
ing to the understanding of our constituentSj for the 
purpose of enacting laws for the good of this great 
and glorious repubuc, the tariff, Texas, and every 
oilier great question presented to us, was made to 
yield and bow down to the jadgment which was 
said to have been pronounced in favor of the consti- 
tutionality of those measures in the election of the 
chief magistrate of the United States. The habits of 
his Ufe, his reflections, and the operations of his 
mind had all been popular — all on the aide of the 
people; but it could not be expected that they should 
understand thoroughly those abstract and intricate 
principles that enter into the consideration of a greet 
constitutional question; and, therefore, he undertook 
to say that it was im'possible to determine and settle 
this question in a mere popular election. He asked 
in the name of the American people — he asked in the 
name of reason and common sense, what would be- 
come of the constitution of this country if the doctrine 
was once to prevail that these questions are settled at 
the popular elections throughout the country ? We 
were all told that the consUtuliopalily of a bank of 
the United States, and of a protective tariff, had 
been correctly settled at the ballot box. It might be 
so; but he would ask senators if, in seltlii^ their 

great constitutional questions, they settled tnem at 
>e ballot box? He therefore laid down this propo- 
sition, without any fear of offence to the American 
people, that neither the American people, nor the 
people of any other country, were competent to the 
determination o^ those great abstract questions 
which enter into the consideration of the constitu- 
tion. This might be popular or unpopular, but in 
his judgment it was the case, and he had no fear in 
expressing his opinions. 

To go back to the great question involved in the 
resolutions from the House of Representatives, now 
before the Senate. We had been told that the cor- 
stitution of the country — upon ^which he shoukl 
stand while he was a public, and while he was a 
private man — in terms not to be misunderstood, in 
Its palpable, pbin, and obvious letter, provides for 
the admission of new Slates into the Union. And 
it does provide for the admission of new States into 
the Union; and he was determined, "sink or swim, 
stund or fall, survive or perish," to preserve, as for aa 
depended upon him, that instrument, as be received 
it from the hand of our glorious ancestrr. What 
is the language of the constitution of the United 
States, under which this power to admit, not new 
States but this foreign Slate, into the Union is claim- 
ed? He had not read this clause lately, and he had 
not the book by him, for he did not much encumber 
himself with papers, and he wu sorry to say he 
did not much annoy himself with booksj.but tnerf 
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was a plain, simple expreastoo contained in the 
constitution, whicii all of as learned long since, and 
which every senator most have become acquainted 
with before he was entitled to a place oK> thia door, 
and what was that? "New States may be admitted 
by the Congress into this Union." He was told, 
and told by some of those to whom, upon other 
subjects, and for whom, upon other occaaionH, he 
would eontieda everything, that it was a grant of 
power without limitation, and as broad as the uni- 
verse- Not so. He was not about to amuae the Sen- 
ate when powers so much better than his had been 
employed upon that subject; but he was going to 
adhere to the plain letter and lansiiage of the 
constitution, and to show, if within his pow- 
er, what was the obvious intent of the mim- 
ers of that instrument. "New States mav be 
admitted into this Uunion:" agreed. What 
followa' "But" — and it must bo remembered 
that huts are the most formidable things that we bad 
10 contend with through life— "but no new States 
shall be formed out of the large States" — he was 
not giving the words precisely, but the meaning — 
"without their consent." That satisfied the large 
States. "Nor shall any new States be formed by 
the union of small States, without their consent" 
This was the ^nt, and these were the limitations — 
these the Umitations and restrictions. And what 
'does it amount to? To this: that new States may 
be admitted by the Congress into this Union, but 
they shall not be admitted in the two modes which 
the constitution expressly prohibiti. He desired to 
ask his friends, whigs and democrats, Avhat the 
great and illustrious framers of the constitution were 
at when they employed this phraseology? As he 
understood it, they were at this: they were fonning 
a constitution for themselves and their posterity. 
They were forming a government for themselves 
and for us. It was contended, however, tliat itcoitid 
not besupposed, or presumed, according to tlie state 
of things which tlien existed, that these men, illus- 
trious and sagacious as they were, could never have 
been able to look further along the Kneof time than 
not to see tliat the time wooltTcome according to the 
progresij of eveuts, and the great natural law 
of the increase of population, when other 
States would hare to be admitted into this 
Union than those already existing. He was not 
dispo8t.d to intercept one ray of light that emanated 
from those great and illustrious patriots; and accord- 
ing to his undeniUinding, they had formed a consti- 
tution not only perfect in all its parts, but perfect as 
a whole. They had provided, according to tlie dic- 
tates of their juih^ent, not only for nil the cases 
that had occurred! bul for the very case now before 
us. There is no difficulty in regard to the question 
of the admission of Texas into tliia Union, or the 
annexation of Texas to the United States. They 
had not, as had been said here, conferred all the 
power upon the two houses of Congress; but as 
staiesmen and patriots they had confided certain 
powers to other departments of the government. 
Thia was the form in which this question was placed 
by the framers of the constitution, and he took it 
from that article which was deemed to be sustained 
by precept upon precept: that new States might be 
formed out of such territory as belonged to the 
United States under the treaty of 1783, and such 
other territory, and such other people, as might be 
acquired according — not ani/ hmc, because he wished 
his friend from New Jersey [Mr. Miller! to undei> 
Bland from him for one, as a politician and a consti- 
tutioHnlist, he did not belong to the anyhmo class — 
to the great principles of liberty. There might be 
those who really misunderstood, and others who 
pretended to misunderstand — though he charged no 
man — how it was ttiat new Stales could be consti- 
tutionally admitted, or formed, out of territory be- 
yond the limits of this confederacy; but there was 
no man, great or small, having in view the plain, in- 
disputable meaning of the words in the constitution, 
who, in his humble judgment, could come to any 
other conclusion than that this power is given by tha 
constitution. We are told in the preamble that 
they were framing a government for tnemselves and 
their posttrity. 

Here Mr. B. quoted the preamble of the cons- 
titution and commented upon it at large. 

How, then, was this act to be done.' He was not 
a prophet or the son of a prophet; but if it could 
be done — and he prayed Ooa it might be done — it 
could only be done in one way, and that was the 
mode intimated at a previous stage of this debate by 
the senator from Missouri. By adopting that mode 
wc gel clear of all the difficulties that embarrass 



I this question. He was very Wdl aware of die dan- 
I gers that beset the path of every man who under- 
i takes to intercept the accomplishment of an act 
I having in view a great object like tliis. Upon diis, 
I and all other questions, the people of the country 
I had a right to judge and determine; but they had 
I only determined one thins in regard to this ques- 
tion; they had determined uiat they were in favor 
I of the admission of Texas into tlie Union, but not 
I that it should take place in violation of the federal 
constitution. If this thing could be done accord- 
{ ing to the forms of that instrument, he was in liavor 
t of it) but if he was to determine between the ad- 
I mission of Texas as a State into this Union in vio- 
' lation uf the constitution, and the preservation of 
I the constitution, let it involve what it might to him 
I with that people, he went for the constitution. 

He did not look upon this as a southern ques- 
tion, a sectional question, much leas a local ques- 
tion. It matterea not whether he came from the 
North, South, East, or West; he was an American 
citizen, and he looked upon it as on Amerifan citi- 
zen, not as a southern man. He came here to ask 
no sectional, no (outhern &vora. 

Mr. B., after further remarks itlustrating his 
views, avowed his conviction that Texas could be 
admitted into the United States under the provis- 
ions of the constitution in the manner proposed by 
the senator from Missouri; and if the joint resolu- 
tion should be amended so as to conform to those 
provisions of the constitution, it should receive bis 
support 

Mr. UPHAM next obtained the floor, and spoke 
for about an hour. 

He said the people of Vermont were opposed to 
the annexation of Texas in every shape and form, 
no matter how it may be presented. Not in any 
unkind spirit to Texas — for as a sister republic the 
people of Vermont would be glad to see her free, 
independent, and successful in her career; they 
wish to sec her going on her way rejoicing — but 
they never woul(l consent to the palpable violation of 
the constitution, which the measure now under con- 
sideration proposes. 

This joint resolution he considered tlie result of an 
appeal made by the executive to the House of Rep- 
resentatives against the decision of this body upon 
the treaty of last session. And now the judgment 
of the House on that appeal is sent here for the ap- 
probation of the Senate. 

The joint resolution, if adopted, would bt the 
means of dismembering and breaking up this Union. 
We had got along prosperously for fifty years, with- 
out resorting to uiy such extraordinary and unau- 
thorized exercise of power as this. It would startle 
thefatheiBof the constitution, if they could return l« 
this earth and witness this assumption of power un- 
der that instrument 

He commented upon the terms and requisitions of 
the Joint resolution, pointing out various objections 
which presented themselves to his mind. 

Mr. U. next entered upon the constitutional ques- 
tion, and argued it at great length, quoting the histo- 
ry of the convention, concurrent accounts of the p^ 
culiaf situation in which Vermont was at the time, 
and of the various propositions of amendment 
brought forward during the formation of the eonsti- 
tution. In view of all this, he concluded that the 
proof was indubitable that no such power was in- 
tended to be granted as that assumed for the passage 
of this joint resolution. 

The people of Vermont were opposed to annexa- 
tion on the ground of expediency, as well as on 
that of constitutionality. First, because it would be 
a breach of faith with Mexico. Next, because it 
would be an extension of the three-fiflhs representa- 
tion of the South. They are satisfied to abide by 
the constitution, as far as it already authorizes the 
three-fifUis principle of representation; but they are 
utteriy opposed to its extension to new slave terri- 
tory. Another objection the people of Vermont had 
to the annexation of Texas wu with regard to the 
injurious effect which they conceive would result 
to them from this additional fbrce to the voice of the 
free-trade portion of the country injurious to the 
protective system. 
Mr. BATES next obtained the floor. 
Mr. DAYTON moved an adjournment.. 
Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays on 
the question of adjournment 

The yeas and nays being ordered, were taken, 
and resulted— yeas 81, nays 33, as follows: 

YEAS— Mesirt. Archer, Barrow, BbIm, Bayard. Berrirn, 
Clioate, Clayton, Crittenden, Oayton, Kraiu, Franoia. Hun- 
Uncton, Jamagiii. Miller, Nforehcad, Plielpi, Foiter, Rivea, 
rpbam. While, and Woodbridge— 31. 



NAYS— Maiara. Alien, Aahtey, Atohiaon, Atlwrton, Beg- 
l>7, Banton, Bachanaa, Colqnitt, DicUaaon, FiilSeld, Hu. 
negau, Haywood, .Henrtenoii, Hager, Lawia, MeDnfle, 
Merrick, Nilea, Sample, Sevier, Sturgeon, Walker, and 
Woodbuiy— M. 

Mr. BATES then proceeded. He said he ahouM 
not have risen to partidpnte in thia debate hod he not 
fblt convinced that the measure now propoaed was 
a gross and palpable violation of the constitution. 
He entered at once into an examination of the coD- 
stitutional power relied upon. All power he con- 
tended belonged to the sovereign people; aad the 
Question was, whether the people nad ddegated to 
longress the power of admitting a foreiM eovem- 
ment or foreign State, fuU grown, into this Uokw. 
He denied that the power to do this was d ele g ate d 
to Congress by the people. 

rie denied that this question was decided upoa by 
the people in the late election; and he asserted that 
if this were now to be put, the vole of the people 
would be two to one against it, provided the _ poOs 
were purged of those who were interested in the 
measure, or whose kindred are interested. 

Mr. DAYTON, at twenty minutes past nine, 
moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BATES observed, that if the Senate woiiU 
indulge him by adioaniing, he would not require 
more than half an hour to-BWrrow morning to con- 
clude his remarks. 

On the motion to adjourn, Mr. WAT.KKR called 
for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted — yeas 9$, 
nay 26, as follows: 

YEAS.— Meaan. .4rcher. Barrow. Batoa, Bayard, Beniea, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittandeu, Davton, Evana, Foatar, Fiao- 
cii. iluntiagton, Jamapn, Johnson. Maiignm, Miller. 
Msrehead, Pearoe, Phdnt, Porter, Rivea, SMaaona, Vp- 
ham, While. andWoodridgo— ■«. 

.\AVIS.— .MeiKti. Allen, Aahloy, .^tchiaoo, Alketton, Bag- 
by, Bpnion, Breeae, Buchanan, Colqaitt -PlnltinaOB, Dii, 
Kairfleld, Ilaiuicgao, Haynood, Hendersoo, Hoger, Lewii, 
McDuHie. .Marrick, Nilei, Semple, Sevier, Stnigeon, Tap- 
pan, Wallter, and Woodbury— 26. 

So the Senate refused to adjotim. 

Mr. BATES resumed his remarks, and look up 
the branch of the subject relating to slaverv. He 
denounced the principle o()enly avowed by tLe sen- 
ator from Maryland and others, that it was neces- 
sary to pass tills measure because it would atrength- 
en the interests of the slave States He believed 
there was a strong conservative party in the free 
States composed of botli political parties; which 
conservative party while they uphold the constitu- 
tion and its comproniises as a. cardinal principle, 
yet hold slavery to be a great morel and poliucal 
evil. There was also a strong abolition party, one 
portion of which designated itself the liberty party. 
He could tell gentlement that it was with great diffi- 
culty the conservative party could restrain the aboli- 
tion party. Was it prudent or wise to increaao the 
„ jealousies of the opponents of slavery, and to in- 
crease the feeling among the conservatives ajsainst 
this moral and political evil, by streogthenutg it. If, 
in support of this, you violate the constitution by 
passing this resoluUon, every barrier which the 
conservatives have been sustaining will be left at 
the mercy of the abolitionists. Louisiana was not 
an analogous case. That acquisition was necessary 
for the navigation of the Mississippi and for the 
soke of the commercial depot of New Orleans. Bet- 
ter "bear the ills we hare, than fly to others that 
we know not of." Violate the constitution for the pur- 
pose of extending slavery, and you kindle a flame it 
will be out of our power to extinguish. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN obtained the floor, and 
hoped there would be no objection to an adjoom- 
menl. He desired to address the Senate. Theie 
was now very little doubt the vote would be taken 
to-morrow. He would move an adjoummeot. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that the adoptioo of the 
motion to adjourn would not cause any delay of the 
period when the question would be taken. The 
Senate might enter upon the consideration of the 
subject at an earlier hour, and after the senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Crittkkden] and hinoself had been 
heard, it might be decided. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped that the raoUon to ad- 
journ would be acceded to, with the understanding 
that the Senate would commence at an earlier boor 
to-morrow, and decide the question. 

Mr. ARCHER assented, and said that the ques- 
tion might be disposed of immediately after the 
recess. 

Mr. ALLEN said that, before he gave hia staseBt 
to the motion to adjourn, he desired to know whs 
intended to speak on ilie opposite side of th« (|uc«- 
tioii. 
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[CoiKintud/rom M. S3.] 

Mr. ARCHER aaid be was not aware ; but he 
mippoied that no one except the senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Crittsndcm] himself. 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that, Accordior to the 
mle* of the Senate, the joint resotation ooura not be 
finally diipoaed of to-morrow, unless by the unanim- 
ous consent of the Senate. Suppose it were ordered to 
be engrossed, any one senator might object to taking 
the question upon the paaaage until the next day; 
aad thus the resolution would not be sent back to 
the House until Friday. If such were the case, it 
was erident that the resohition would fell through. 
He therefore .asked that the ananimoua consent of 
the Senate should be given to take the question on 
the fir.al nsBsaee of the resolatioB to-morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER could assure the senator firom Ar- 
kaasaa that there would be oo disposition on the 
port of the opponents of the joint rssoiation to d»- 
rest it in that manner. 

A general acquiescence 'in these suggestions ap- 
pearing to be given. 

She motion to adjourn was put, and carried with- 
oot a division. 

So the Senate adjourned at ]0j o'clock p. m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wbdmsdat, February 0, 1845. >** 
Mr. BRODHEAD, at an earlv stage, and Mr. 
BIDLACK subsequently, moved that the reading of 
the Jounial be dispensed with; but Mr. DROM- 
QOOLE, Mr. COBB, and other ^ndemen objected, 
■od insisted upon its reading entire. 

The journal was accordingly read at length, occu- 
pying precisely half an hour. 

Afwr some conversation between Mr. DROM- 
QOOLE and the SPEAKER as to the manner in 
which a point of order had been recorded, (or {ailed 
to be recorded,) the journal without amendment 
was approved. 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr. WOODWARD asked leave to make a per- 
■onal explanation. 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order, except 
by the g^eneral consent of the House. 

Uneuitmous consent being accorded, 

Mr. WOODWARD said: In the report of the 
Olobe of the proceedings of yesterday, on the bill 
to reduce the rates of postage, &c., the following 
statement occurs: "Mr. Woodward offered an 
amendment to make all periodical matter free of 
postage." In the confusion that prevailed in the 
House, he was entirely misunderstood by the re- 
porters. The amendment offered was to exempt 
private agents from punishment for conveying mail 
matter entitled by law to be transmitted me of 
postage. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY asked leave to make a re- 
port from the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WELLER objected, and insisted on the reg- 
ular order of business. 

POST OFFICE BILL. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in or- 
der was the bill "to reduce the rates of postage, to 
limit the use and correct the abuse of the franking 
privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the 
revenues of the Post Onice Department;" the pre- 
vious question on which had been moved and sec- 
onded, and the main question ordered, when the 
House adjourned yesterday. 

The question was firel put on concurring in the 
first amendment of the Committee of the Whole, 
providing that the bill shall go into operation on the 
1st of July next: carried without a division. 

The question was next put on concurringin the 
next amendment of the Committee of the Wliole, 
inserting the words "for any distance over 300 
miles 10 cents;" thus makine the postages on all sin- 
gle letters not exceeding half an ounce in weight 5 
cents for 300 miles and under, and 10 cents for any 
distance exceedingSOO miles. 

Mr. BARNARD called for the yeas and nays on 
this question; which were ordered, and the ques- 
tion being put, it was decided in uie affirmative — 
yeas 110, nays 85, as follows: 

YEAS— Measn. Aninrton, Ashe, AtUocoii, Bsker, Bar- 
riocsr, Baylj, Bsbsr, BHlack, Jasws A. Black, Blsekwell, 



Bowlin, Bojd, BrinkeiholT, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wil- 
liam J. Browa, Bnrke, Bart, Csldwdl, Campbell, Shspard 
Cut, Keoben Chapman, Aofraitas A. ChsMDon, CUltoii, 
Clinch, CUngman, Clinton, Cobb, Coin, CnM*. CttQom, 
Daniel, Oarrett Davii, Richard D. Davli, John W. Davis, 
Deberry, Dallet, Dilllnffham, Douglau, DromgooU. Dun- 
caa, efanar, Farlee, Fleflia, Foster, French, UitenoU, Ori- 
der, Hammett, Haimlaon, Henlej, HSniok, Holaiet, Hege, 
Hopfciai, Moaaton, Hubanl, Charlea J. lageraoU, Jamwoa, 
Cava JonnaoB, Aiidrew Jobnion, George W. Jones, An- 
drew ICennedT', Kirkpatrick, Labianche, Lucaa, Lumpkin, 
McCaualra, McClaraaad, McConnall, MoDaweU, McKay, 
Joaeph Monte, iMaoE.Motw, Nswton, Norrta, PsrsMatsr, 
Payne, Pettil, Peyton, Rayner, Daril 8. Bold, Bediag, Ualfe, 
Rhett, Rittar. Roberti, St. John, Sample, Saunden, Senter, 
Jobn T. Smith, Thomai Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
BtUea, Alfred P. Stone, atrong, Summen, Taylor, Tkomp- 
•on, Tibbatts, Tnaker. Welliir, Wsntwortb, John While, 
Beqiamin White, Wiathtep, Woodward, Joaeph A. Wright, 
Yancey, and Yoal— 110. 

NAYS — Mesara. Abbot, Barnard, Benton, Brengle, Jere- 
miah Brown, Baflagtoa, Carpenter, Jeremiah £. Cary, 
Carroll, Cauain, CoUaoMr, Ctaoaton, Daaa, Donagh, 
Dickey, Dunlap, Fiih, Florence, Foot, Fuller, Oiddion, 
Byram Oreen, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Kdward 8. Hamuli, 
Hardin, Harper, Hubbell, Hudaon, Hangerford, Waihlngton 
Hunt, Jamaa B. Hunt, Irvia, Jenks, Feriey B. Jokuon, 
John P. Kennedy, Preatoa KJac, Daniel P. Kiag, Leoaard, 
Lyon, Maclay, McClelland, Mcllvaine, Marah, Edward J. 
Morria, Frteman H. Moras, Msaeley, Mniphy, Owen, Pate^ 
aoD, Phanix, Pollock, Eliaba K Pottar. Emery D. Potter, 
Pratt, Fnrdy, Ranaey, Ralhban, Chuiee M. Reed, Robia- 
aoa, Koekwell, Bedney, Rofna, Ruaaell, Salianck, Sarei- 
ance, Thomaa H. Seymonr, David L. Seymour, Slidell, Al- 
bert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stetaon, John Stewart. Thomaa- 
aon, Tildan, Tyler, Vanoe, Vanmetar, Vinton, Wetbertd, 
Wheston, WilUama, aad WilUsm Wright-Hb 

The next iimendmetit was the one made, on the 
motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, in the 6th section, to 
strike out the words **fix>m and after the passage of 
this act," and insert "Ist July next," as the time 
from which the franking privilege should be discon- 
tinued to the oAeen of the goTcmment 

On this tellers were called for, and Messrs. Thom- 
AsioN and Haralioh were appointed. 

Great confusion ensued, many gentlemen desiruie 
lo show the inconsistency of other sections with 
this. 

Mr. MURPHY called for the reading of the 5lh 
section, by which ail laws conferring the franking 
privilege were repealed immediately on the passage 
of this bill; consequently if this amendment ckang- 
in^ the day mentioned in the 6th section to the ls( 
July should be concurred in. it would not continue 
the franking privilege to tnat day unless the 5th 
section should oe amended also; and in the mean- 
time no provision would t>e made for the payment 
of the postages of officers of the government. 

Mr. BARNARD desired to make some suggestion 
to the House in relatiob to the amendment; but he 
was met with loud cries of "No, no." 

Mr. HAMMETT hoped the House would 

[Cries of '.'Order, order."] 

The SPEAKER again directed the tellers to take 
the vote; but the yeas and nays were then demand- 
ed. They, however, were not ordered, only 13 vot- 
ing for the motion. 

Mr. SAMPLE called for the reading of the entire 
section, for he said it was not imderatood. 

The Clerk read it accordingly. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS said, oiten as ths section had 
been rmd, it was still not understood; and he desired 
to know if the amendment procrastinated the opera- 
tion of the whole bill, or only that particular seo: 
tion. 

Mr. SCHENCK also rase, and said he desired to 
submit ft proposition. [Cries of "No, no."] He 
would ask the permisason of the House to mto it 
lead. [Cries of "No, no."] 

The SPEAKER again wstruetsd the tellers to 
take the vote, and it waa taken accordingly^ and 
they rqrarled 15 in the affirmative, and 99 in the 
negative: no quorum voting. 

After some confused conversation, and the stren- 
uous exertions of the Speaker to cause the House 
to come to order, the vote was once more taken; and 
the tellers reported 38 in the affirmative, and 131 in 
the negative. 

So &e amendment vras not eoncumd in.. 

Mr. HARDIN rose to make an appeal to the 
House not to embarrass the new .postmaster with 
this bill. [Cries of "Order."] 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
sngrossment of the amendments for a third laadiog; 
which was amsd to. 



The next question was on the third reading of the 
oill. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved the previous question. 

Mr. a. W. JONES inquired if the bUl had been 
engrossed. 

The SPEAKER replied that the bill was engross- 
ed before it came to this House. 

Mr. THOMASSON inquired if the biU could be 
amended. 

The SPEAKER said it could not at this time. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether, if the 
House should refuse to second the demand for the 
previous question, a motion to recommit would not 
be in order. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded — 94 voting in the affirmative, and 53 in the 
negative. The main question was also ordered to 
be now put. 

The main question was on the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. PETTIT called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood — yeas 
128, nays 74, as follows:. 

YEAS— Messra. Abbot. Andcnon, Baker, Barnard. Ben- 
ton, Bidlack. JameH Black, Brenele, BrinkerhoU', Brod- 
head, Jeremiah Brown, Buftington, Burke, Catpenter, 
Jeremiah K.. Cary, Shepard Cary. Carroll. Catlin, Causin, 
Clinton, Coltamer, C^mnston, Dana, Darragh, GarT«tt Da- 
vit. Richard D. Davis, Dean. Deilet, Dickey, Dillingham, 
Douglaii. Dunlap, Ellii, KImer, Farlce, I'iih, Florence, 
Foot. Foster, Fuller, biddings, Byram Green, Grjnnell, 
Criclcr, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, F.dward 8. Hamlin, Hardin, 
Hari.er, Hayi, Herrick, Hub^ell, Hudson. Hungerford, 
Wushiuglon Hunt. Jamea B. Hiinl. Iriin, Jenks. Perley B. 
Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Preiton King. Daniel P. King, 
Kirkpatrick, Labranche. Leonard, Lyon, McCaualen, 
.Maclay, McClelland, McDowell, MciWaine, Manh, Ed- 
ward J. Morns, Japeph Morris, Freeman H. Mor»e. Mote- 
ley. Murphy. Norris, Owen, I^armenUfr, Patterson, Phoenix, 
Pollock, l-;litha R. Poller, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, 
Ramsey, Kalhbun. Charles M. Reed, Reding. Biller, Robin- 
son, Roclcweil, Rodney, Rogers, Rusaell, St. John, Sam- 
ple, Schcnck, Severance, 'iliomat H. Seymour. David 
1,. Seymour. Simons. SliJell, Albert Smith, John T. 
Mmilh,. Stetson. Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, A. P. Stone, 
Strong, Sykes, Thomasson. Til.balta, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
Vaiiraeter, Wcntworth. Welhercd. Whcaton, Beivjamin 
White. Wiliiams. Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. 
Wright, and Voit— 1J8. 

NAYS— Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Barringer, Bayly, Bel- 
ser. James A. Black, Blackwell. Bowlin, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burt, Caldwell. Camp- 
bell, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, ChappeU, 
Clinch, Clingman, Cobb, Colea, Cross, (uilom, i^iiniel, 
John W. Davis, Deberry. Dromgoole, Ficklin, French, 
(Joggin, Willis Green, Hammett. Haralaoa, Henley, Holmet, 
Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Charles J. Ingtraoll, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Lucas, Lumpkin. McClemand, 
McConneli. McKay, Isaac E. Morje, Newten, Payne, 
Pettit. Peyton. Rayner, David S. Reid. Relfe. Rhett, Roberta, 
Sounders, Sentar, Simpson. Thomas Smith, Sternrsd, SUlet, 
Summers. Taylor, Thompson, Tucker, Weller, Jobn 
White, Woodward, and Yancey — 74. 

[Mr. BoTD having been temporarily absent when 
his name was called, asked the general consent of 
the House to record his vote; which was refused. 
He said he should have voted in the negative had 
he been permitted.] 

So the bill was passed. 

The title having been read, viz: "A bill to reduce 
the rates of posta(»e, to limit the use and correct the 
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the preven- 
tion of frauds on the revenues of the post office 
department," and agreed to, (as the reporter under- 
stood,) 

Mr. HOUSTON rose and asked leave to call up 
a motion of reconsideration made a few days since. 

Mr. THOMPSON rose and olijccied lo the title, 
and moved to amend it by sU'iking out tlie title and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

"A bill to make the pott office department a nuiaance, 
and to guaranty the tarilt'law of 184*3." 

Mr. ELMER raised the point of order againat 
the amendment on the ground that it was a reflection 
on the House. 

The SPEAKER ovenuled the point of order, 
staling that he considered the amendment in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON said no opportunity has 
been allowed roe for the expression of my 
views on this subject. The course I have pui> 
sued on this bill has been followed with 
a view to make known my determined opposition 
to this measure. This biU is passed, and, in Brtith, 
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I consider the litle offered, in roy opinion, the moat 
eorrect and truthful title that con oe made. The 
only object I have in view is to Uhistnte this pcopo- 
aition. 

No member on this floor, in the diaeuatioo of 
thiabilt, has pretended to assert that the rsTenues 
that will arise under the rates esfablished by this 
law will be sufficient le keep in operation the pres- 
ent post routes as they now exi^t. This is a (hct 
beyond all dispute. No one has the temerity to de- 
nV it. Then it follows, as a conseouence, that, 
either the present mail service must be aisoontinued, 
or the money necessary to keep it in operation 
roust be drawn from tlie treasury; and by the calcula- 
tion of the chairman of the Post Oflfce and Post 
Roads, we are informed that the receipts tmder this 
bill will not exceed $2,000,000; and thai a require- 
ment, to keep up the present mail facilities, will be 
at least ^,000,000 in addition. Now, sir, this sim- 
ple statement verifies the amendment of the title^ 
now oflered. 

Mr. Sneaker, the great mass of the people of the 
United States are agriculturists; and m this mat- 
ter their interest is adverse to the commercial men 
of the cities. And while the members on this floor 
from the cities are few, and the members fh)ro the 
interior are numerous, yet the cities, weak as they 
are, are now prevailing over the country. And the 
effect will be that,. if you discontinue the maH 
routes and mail servioe now existing in the coun- 
try, the grf at mass of the people of the United States 
will sensibly feel the Post- Office Department as a 
public nuisance; and such will be the discon- 
tent in tliis country that I am greatly mistaken if 
membera will not yet feel the wrath of an indignant 
people. The' canting phrase that your letters are 
cheap, will not save members froni their severest cen- 
sure. The people know this government, and feel 
its advantages, only through ine post office. Here- 
tofore tliey have been content with such facilities as 
they were afforded by the accruing revenue* of that 
department; they ate not willing to give up these 
advantages, so long imd so happily enjoyed by the 
mass of the people. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I am to be told that it is not 
the intention of (his bill to curtail the mail service 
now enjoyed. Then you roust draw from the treas- 
ury the necessary means to sustain tha department. 
This fact will make this bill a public nuiaanoe, 
and guaranty the continuance of the tariff law of 
1842. Thus you will make the man who does not 
use the post offics pay for the «ort«spondence of 
those woo choose to avail themselves of its eonv*- 
nience. You make those who do not correspond, 
defray tlieexpense of the correspondence of those for 
whose benefit the post office was established. For 
sixty years it has been generally agreed that those 
who are the post office should meet and pay the ex- 
penses necessary to keep it up; and this violation 
of the general wish will form another reason foi° the 
propriety of the amendment to the title. 

But there is another part of this bill which will 
render it odious to the country, and, in my estima- 
tion^ is an outrage to the common sense of the country. 
I will allude to the franking privilege of the membera 
of Congress. It is required of each postmaster to 
keep an account of all tlie free matter which comes 
to each office. The postage is to be paid out of the 
Ireasuiy of the United States. The result ot this ar- 
rangement will be, that while but few will be tlie re- 
cipjenls of our favors, the many will have to pay 
thaehaiffes incurred in dispensing these bounties of 
the merolwrB of Congress. Thus this bill will be- 
come a public nuisance. 

In addition to this, while the poor postmasters, 
and the contractors and others connected with the 
Post Office Department, have heavy penalties at- 
tached to tha violation of their privncfes, small aa 
they an under this bill, yet lordly members of 
Congress can u*« or abuse their privileges and no 
pensItT is affixed. This supposes a purity on the 
part or members of Coogress, and a suspicion of 
the other persona connectad with the poet office, 
which will strike our constituent* with amazement, 
and will entitle thia bill to the appellation I have 

given it. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS raised the jx^t of 
order against the discussion of the merits or the bill 
on the question of its title. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, and 
referred as a precedent confirmatory of the decision 
to a debate which had arisen of similar dharacter on 
the sub-treasury kill. It wae difficult to prescribe 
the exact lines within which the debate might prop- 
^ly be carried on, but the Chair did pot cooler < 



the gentleman'fe remarks thus far inapplicable to the 
amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; and demanded thsreon the pievioua ques- 
tion. 

The demand for the previous qneetion was sec- 
onded, the main question was ordered, and being 
"shall the decision of die Chair stand as the Judg- 
ment of this House?" wa* taken, and decided m this 
aflrmativ*— aye* 74, noes 40. 
So the decision of the Chair was coiifirmed. 
Mr. THOMPSON was again proceeding with 
hi* remarks, when 

Mr. STETSON raised another point of order, 
that the previous (question having been ordered on 
the passage of the bill, it attached to the titletlfere«fa* 
an incident to the bill; and in support of this, he re- 
ferred to a decision of the Chair ruling out of order 
debate on the title of the bill to repeal the sub-treas- 
ury act. 

After a brief discussion on the point of order, in 
which Meeara. STETSON, WELLER, COBB, 
and THOMPSON, took par^ 

Mr. THOMPSON resumed. I will relieve gen- 
tlemen if they will withdraw their points of order. 
I will content myself with merely entering my pro- 
test against this bill, though I waa exceedingly de- 
siroo* of expressing my views <n ex<enJo in opposi- 
tion to this iniquitous measure. In Cve minutes I 
will conelnde my remarks. I will not embamas 
the Speaker. 

The franking privilege, as secured by this bill, is 
an odioua privilege. Under it a member may frank 
the letters bf all his friends, and incur no penalty. 
He becomes a poor agent of the Post Office Deparu 
ment; and all others abusing its privileges are se- 
verely punished. This provision will malce this bill 
an abomination in the eyes of the people, or I am 
greatly deceived. 

One other point. So meagre and despicable 
will be the remuneration to your country post- 
masters, that it will be impossible for the gov- 
ernment to command materials worthy of the high 
trust to be reposed in this most useful and necessary 
class of officers. It throws the post offices into un- 
worthy hands, and thus this bill will become a public 
nuisance. As I have no hope of carrying the 
amendment I have proposed, I will relieve gentle- 
men and withdraw it. 
The title of the bill was then agreed to. 
Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote on the passage of the bill, and 
moved the previous question; which was seconded 
by the House, and under its operation the reconsid- 
eration was refused. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to take up the motion to 
reconsider the vote laying the graduation land bill 
on the table. 

Mr. SUMMERS asked the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion for fiveminutea, to allow him to 
make a report. 

Mr. HOUSTON declined on the ground that 
similar applications were made by several other gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr. VINTON moved a call of the House; which 
motion being carried, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved to suspend further 
proceedings under the call; which motion prevailed 
— «yes 86, noea 63. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked if it was in order to move 
that the House resolve itself into a Commiuee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. It waa im- 
portant to pass on the bill establishing mail routes, 
so that it might be sent to the Senate in time to be 
acted on there. 

The SPEAKER said the motion wouU not be in 
order. 

The question wa* then put on the motion for re- 
consideration, and decided in the negative — yeas 
81, nays 97, as follows: 

YEAS— Meiini. Andenon, Arrlngton, Atkiofon, Belter, 
Benton, Bidlack, Jamei A. Bhek, BowUa, Bn^d, Brlnk- 
erhoir, Brodhead, Airon V. Brown, Miltan Bnwn, Burke, 
Burt, CaldweU, Csaipltell, Sheiwrd Cuy, Renbea Chaii- 
man, Augustus A. Cnapmaa, Cunton, Cohb, Dana, Damxp, 
John W. DSTJs, Dellet, Doncltss, Duncan, Dnnlap, EI- 
■aer, neklin, FoMsr, mUer, Hannibtl Humlln, Hsmmett, 
Hsalson, Henley, Uarrick, Hof a, Hopkins, Honston, Hnn- 
nifotd, James B. Hunt, Jsaiesoa, Care Johnson, Oeorge 
W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Leonard, Lumpkin, Lfon, 
MeCleUuid, MeClomand, MeConnell, McDowell, Joseph 
Morris, Isass E. Merse, Farmenter, Payne, Emery D Pot. 
Ur, Belfa, Boberts, 8t John, tenplo, Staapsoa, SUdoU, 
Thomu Smith, Caleb B. Smith, RoDeit Smith, Steenrod, 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tuclcer, Went- 
worth, Whmton, Bmjtmin White, Williams, Joseph A. 
Wriirht. and Taneey— 81. 

NAYS— MeMft-Adaau, Baker, Barringer, Barnard, Bay- 



ly, Brenglr, Jeremish Brown, BuSlngton, Carpenter. Ctr- 
roll, Catlin, Chappell, Cbilton, Cllocb, CUogman, CoIh, 
Collaisiir, Cranston, Daniel, Uurett Davis, Richtrd D. 
Daris, Deberry, Dickey, DiUlDgham, Dromgoole, Farfee, 
Fish, Florence, Foot, French, Uiddings, Ooggin, Bvna 
Oreon, Oridsr, Hale, Edward & UamUn. Hsiper. Bubtn), 
Hubbell, Hudson, Washingtoa Hunt, Cbaiies J. IngnwU. 
Irvin, Jenks, Parley B. Johnson, John P. Kenoady. Dn- 



iel P. Kiiw. Kirkpatrick, Lucas, Mcllnine, McKay. .Vanh, 
Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, MoieJey. N« — '— 
Patenoa, nuenix. Pollock. Klisht R. Potter, Pratt. 



ton, Puiriy, Ramsey, lienor, Charles M. Used, Davids. 
Reid, Redlna,Ritti.r, Robhuon, Rodney, Rogers, Russell, 
Seveianee, Tiiomas H. Seymour, Simoni, Albert Smith, 
Spenca, Stetson,' Andrew Stewsrt, Jobn Stewart. Stiln. 
Strong, Summers, Sykas, Tildcn, Tyler, V«nc«, Vanme- 
ter, Vinton, Wethend, John White, Winthrop, Wool- 
ward, WUliam Wright, and Tost— 97. 

IMPROVEMENT OP HARBORS AND RIVERS 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the Hoose re- 
solved itsdf into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Bom in the chair. 

Mr. JAMESON moved that the committee take 
up bill 541, making appropriations for the improve 
ment of the navigation of certain river* therein men- 
tioned. 

Mr. McKAY moved that die committee take up 
bill 501, being a bill making apprepriationa for the 
support of the army for the year ending on the 30tk 
June, 1846. 

The CHAIRMAN decided thM the qneation mast 
be first taken on the latter, being one of the general 
a}mopriation bills. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. HotTSTOx 
and PATiaaoN were appointed, and they repotted 
73 in the affirmative, and 75 in the negative. 

So the motion of Mr. McKat waa ne^tived. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Jameson, which was carried; the same tellers re- 
porting 99 in the affirmative, and 40 in the negative. 

The Clerk then read the bill at length as follows: 

A bill making appropriations for the improrement of tke 
navigation of certain rivers therein mentioned. 

& it rnacttd by Ike SenalM iMd Hmut of Rtyrrmrmtatira 
of tKt United Statu of America in Congrnt auembUd. That 
the following sums be, and the s»me are hereby, appropri- 
ated, to l>e paid out of any unappropriated money in ue 
treasury, for the following purposes, tiz; 

For keeping in repair and extending the public woik". 
and removing the obstructions in the Hudson river, between 
the cities of Troy and Albany, and below the latter place, 
to render mora accessible the United States arseBal sad 
depot situated between these cities, one hundred tlioiuaiKl 
dollars; 

For removing abstractions in the Savannah river, thirty- 
Ive thousand ooDars; 

For the improvement of the naTigttion of Newark bay, 
and tka Passaio river, near N'ewpik, New Jersey, Bflern 
tkousHid doUais; 

ForiemoTlng obstructions from the mouth of the Bosque- 
hanna river, near Havre.de-Oracc, and improving tbr ma a 
channel iatothd Chesapeake bay, twenty uousand dollan; . 

For the improvement of the Ohio above the iialU, one hun- 
dred thousand dollars: and of this sum, the Secretary ct 
War, If he dreras it advisable, may apply fllteen Uioatand 
dollars to the improvement of what is commonly called the 
Indian chute, in the fails. 

For the improvement of the Ohio river below the falls at 
Louisville, and of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas 
rivers, two hundred and forty thousand dollars. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to strike out thia bill, 
and insert a subatitute wUch be sent to the Chair. 
The substitute was understood to embody the whole 
of bill No. 542, being a bill making appropria- 
tions for the improvement of certain eastern and 
western harbors, with some important alteraiiona. 

The amendment was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. RAYNER obtained the floor. 

Mr. p. L, SEYMOUR rose to a question of order. 
He said it was not in order to strike out an entire 
bill and substitute another bill on the calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that the subatitute 
was not a atrict copy of any bill on the calendar, 
there being some important alterations made in it. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS contended that it was not in 
order to strike out the whole bill and insert any- 
thing, the object in Committee of the Whole being 
the perfecting of the bill. 

Some further conversation on a point of order 
arose between Messrs. TIBBATTS and BAR- 
NARD. 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the amendment of 
Mr. Tibbatts, on the ground that it incorporated 
another pendii^ bill before the House; which was 
in contravention, he contended, of the express pro- 
vision of rule No. 5S. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order, on the 
ground that the amendment was not tdenucal with 
the bill, an addition having been made. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved an amendment BfK 
propriating $100,000 for keeping in repair, and ex- 
tending the public works, and removing the ob- 
strttcttODS in the Htidson river, between the c>tit« of 
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Troy and Albany, (uod below the latter place, to ren- 
der more acceseiDle the United States aracnal and 
depot lituated between theae eitiee. 

Mr. RAYNER resumed the floor. Remarking 
that the House were now in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, be proposed to 
consider the state of the Union in its foreign as well 
as domestic relations. He was utterly opposed to 
the wild and extravagant expenditure of money 
proposed by this bill. It was proposed by this 
House to enter into a new and extravagant system 
of internal improvemSits, which was so weu cal- 
culated to excite distrust and sectional jealousies 
among the people of this country. In addition to 
thb ivas the fact that these appropriations were not 
made on their own merits, but voted for by mem- 
bers from different sections, on the matuaf under- 
standing, "if you aid my proposition, 1 will aid 
yours." He was in &vor of improving the great 
thorough&res of this country; but to tnis system 
of logrolling he was utterly opposed. 

But' even if, on ordinary occasions, he was in ftf 
Tor of these appropriations, he was utterly opposed 
to them when he looked at the condition of the 
country, which rather warned them to prepare 
against the day of evil; which every patriot and 
statesman must see was impending over the coun- 
try, instead of launching into the system of extrava- 
gance proposed. He thought it very probable 
before another sun rose and set, the destiny of this 
nation, for weal or wo, would be fixed fgr years to 
come. The glory and honor of our country, he 
feared, had neared its culminating point, and m all 
probability its descent would be m a corresponding 
ratio to its upward flight to the pinnacle of glory 
and honor. He adverted to a measure pending in 
another branch of this legislature. He now gave 
notice that he should continue the remarks which 
had been cut off by the rule the other day, for he 
favorad not the habit of getting up and saymg afev 
words, and then publishmg a long speech: wnat he 
put on paper he chose to say here. 

He then first proceeded to argue partly in reply to 
Mr. DuvGLAsi, that the treaty of 1803 impoaeo on 
us no obligationa to annex Texas to the United 
States. 

Another reason why he went against this extrav- 
agant expenditure for itNemal improvements, was' 
the millions of the debt of Texas which would be 
entailed on the United Slates io case this annexadpn 
scheme was accomplished. He spoke not of the 
direct assumption of the debts of Texas; but What, 
he asked, would be our relation towards the credit- 
ors of Texas in cast we annexed her. Would the 
civilized world hold us blameless, if, taking away 
the resources of Texas, we refused to pay her debts? 
He honestly believed, he said, if this Texaa project 
was carried into consummation, this country would, 
in less than six months, be involved in all the hor- 
rors of war. He commented on the reckless man- 
ner in which war had been spoken of and dared, 
from time to time, by gentlemen on this floor. 

He was sorry to see the lurking hostility to Eng- 
land that had lately manifested itself in certain quar- 
ters urging us into this Texas crusade and into 
taking possession of Oregon. He had heard gen- 
tlemen talk of our ability to cope with England, and 
of our ability to inflict on her the greatest injuries; 
and he had heard them talk of the American eagle 
driving the Britisli lion from the continent. Why, 
the greatest captain on earth boasted that he would 
plant his eagles on the to wers of Lisbon and drive 
the British lion from the continent of Europe; but 
the British lion kept advancing onwards lilt he 
nmde his lair in the palace of the Tuilleries, and 
sent that great captain to be caged oA a rock in the 
midst of the Atlantic ocean. But if gentlemen 
would have war — if they would annex Texas, and, 
in defiance of treaty stipulations, take possession of 
Oregon — then he be^d of them to take care of the 
public treasury and keep the money to pay soldiers 
instead of squandering it on magnificent scheme* of 
internal improvements. He then referred to the 
Texaa question, and afler expressiitt his sympa- 
thies and good wishes for the people of Texas, conr 
tended that we ought to avoid interfering with their 
affairs. He deprecated the course taken by Messrs. 
Upshur and Calhoun in their correspondence on the 
Texaa question, alleging that they had oonnected it 
from beginning to end with the question of slavery. 
He had always contended that slavery was a south- 
tm institution with which this govemment bad no 
right to interfere either for or against it Yet 
I Messrs. Upshur and Calhoun, in their correspond- 
1 ence, bod relinquished that sWfOg ground. 



He concluded with an apostrophe to the whig 
party; which, however, he liad not finished when 
bis hour expired. 

Mr. TH0MAS80N next obtained the floor, and 
he commenced with some remarks on the speech of 
the gentleman who had just preceded him. He 
next discountenanced the introduction of any 
amendment which would call for an executive veto, 
such 08 the proposed amendment of the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. BARNARD interposed, and made some ex- 
planations, in the course of which he said that he 
bad food reason for believing that the President 
wouM not veto a bill making an appropriation for 
the Hudson river. 

Mr. TH0MA8S0N said he had hot had any op- 
portunity of ascertaining th6 views of the executive 
on that subject, but he could not forget the veto of 
the last session. He then proceedod to argue in 
favor of tha bill, and to show the vast utility of these 
proposed works of improvement in relation to the 
national defences, and the general interests of the 
pcMpI*. 

Mr. THOMPSON made some observations to 
show the reason why he opposed the approprialioBS 
for works within the States. 

Mr. THOMASSON said these were mainly great 
highways of the nation, and were worthy of the 
aid of the general government. He called the at- 
tention of Uie House to- some statistics which he 
had prepared of the loss annually sustiuned by Keiv 
tucky by the obstructions in tliese waters. While 
one fife was lost on the seaboard,- they loat a dozen; 
and yet, whenever an appropriation was called for 
for any of the great worka on the Atlantic aeaboard, 
thevote of Kentaeky had not been wilhheM when 
ahe had been appealed to. 

While the commerce of the West was charged 
(IWjOOO per year to pass the fiUls of the Ohio river, 
nothme could be got from this House to relieve 
them from this immense tax; and, at the same tima, 
millioos and millions of appropriations fbr the Atlan- 
tic coast were made by Congnss, and with the sup- 
port of the representatives fhHn Kentucky. He 
gave notice that he should, before the bill was passed 
urough, move an amendment for the purchase by 
the government of the stock in the Louisville and 
Portland canal, to make it free of toll. 

Mr. T. havinc concluded, 

Mr. MURPHY obtained the floor. Id (datioa 
to the bill under consideration, his opinion was, 
and lone had been, that it embraced principles which, 
if carrira out, would lead to the destruction of the 
government. He did not, however, oppose all ap- 
propriations for internal improvements, because 
some of them he believed to be constitutional as 
well as in some cases expedient. He ahoald not, at 
this time, discuss the bill under consideration, but, 
foUowine the lead of the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, IMr. lUTna,] he shouU, in this Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, consider the 
state of the Union generally, both foreign and do- 
mestic, and reply to gentlemen who had participated 
in the previous debates of this session. It was well 
known that at the late canvass a new issue bad been 
introduoed , looking to a change of our naturaliiation 
system. In that canvass be had been defeated; 
but he rather rejoiced at it defending the principles 
that he had espoused, than to have been the suc- 
cessful one on other grounds. An honorable gen- 
tleman [Mr. CmiaMAM] had seen fit to travel out of 
the beaten track of aebate, and to bestow his 
attention on the State of New York. He read from 
Mr. Cunomah's speech, charging extensive frauds 
in the elections of New York, and in the 
judieiary of that State in naturalizing voters illegal- 
ly. H* pronounced this charge a slander oo the 
judiciary, and on the voters of his State. But the 
gentleman no doubt had received his infoonation 
from other sources; for the gentleman, as he learned, 
was at tliat time actively engaged in electioneering 
fbr his idol, Mr. Clay, in his own district of "Bun- 
combe," in which the census returns showed that 
one-quimer of the whole fiee while voters could not 
read or write. Frauds by the democratic party 1 
Had the gentleman forgotten the Bela Badger trauds, 
by which large numbms of voters were transported 
from Philadelphia to New York, to decide their 
eleelionf In this recent election the frauds had been 
al> against the democratic party. In reference to 
Mr. CLiiroNAN't charge, of the circulation exten- 
sively of fhmked documents, he reminded the gen- 
tleman, and the House, of tUs well-known fact, of 
two honorable membeia of CoopsM iueriaf nauinr 



ed in this city during the entire recess in franking 
documents. 

The gendeman had ceen fit to attack the EmpiM 
Club, Capt Rhynders, its president, and its other of- 
ficers, as blacklegs, &c. He thought it was rather 
unkind in the gentleman to make this charge, con> 
sidering the relation in which the gentleman stood 
to one of the presidential candidates. There were 
similar charges made against Mr. Clay. He knew 
nothing of the correctness of either. Aa it was, 
they stood on the same footing. 

He alluded to the charge made by Mr. |CuMO- 
MiV of voters -voting aixteen times in New York. If 
the gentleman's informant knew this fact, why did 
he not bring it before the tribunals which were es- 
tablishsd for that purpose? If it were true, they 
must have been whigs; and that is the reason why it 
had not before been lirought out to light. 

He noticed furtherthe charf^ of Mr. C, that an 
arrangement was made by which the saUnra on the 
United Slates ship North Carolina were to be 
brought to Brooklyn to vote for him (Mr. M.;) and 
that,l)y the failure of this arrangement, by mis- 
take—the sailors going over to the wrong 
side, to New York, and voting for his colleague— 
his (Mr. M.'s) election was loat to him. He 
pronounced this statement in all its particulars 
raise. He had never heard or dreamed of it before 
he heard it alhided to by the gentleman on this 
floor. 

He gave a graphic account of the modus opemiuft 
of a certain rather questionable class of characters 
which he was sorry to say they had among them in 
New York, who played what was called the drop 
game. These persons watched the arrivals of 
steamboats and railroad cars, and selecting some 
traveller whom they considered grten, (as they 
Bt^yled them,) they followed bim, some preceding 
him, and droppingapurse containing a few spurious 
billa or coins; on finding which, the dispute arising 
between them as to whose should be the traasure, 
was finally settled by placing it, in consideration of 
some small reward, in the hands of the unauspect- . 
ing, inexperienced traveller, whose first discovery 
of the worthlessness of his prize resulted from his 
attempt to pass them off. Thua, he thought, the 
geatleman, so anxious in hunting up election frauds, 
must have fallen in with perhaps a similar class in 
politic], who had palmed off upon him these forge- 
ries, which wera diacovered, and their true charac- 
ter revealed as aoon aa he had attempted to pass 
them off on this floor. [Laughter.] 

He went on to expla^ the origin, objects, and 
movements of the natrve American party, and 
showed that their policy was in direct opposition to 
the principles on which our government was found- 
ed. This movement was nota fwvel one, for it had 
its origin in the days of the alien and aedition lawa, 
and was defeated then by the republicans under Mr. 
Jefferson, as he trusted U would be now. He de- 
fended the policy of the present naturalization laws, 
and contended that no more frauds bad been com- 
mitted under them than under the administration of 
any other laws. All laws wera liaUe to be evaded 
and violated; but he would tell gentlemen that if the 
term of naturalization was extended to 31 years, 
then would be much more danger of fraud and 
perjury than now, because the inducement would 
begreater. 

Befora concluding his remarks, Mr. M. yidd'3 
the floor to 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS, on whose motion the com- 
mittee rose. 

Mr. TIBBATTS offered a resolution that all de- 
bale, in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, on the bill pending, should cease in half an 
hour JRer the House should again resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved to lay this resolu- 
tion on the table; and, on taking tlie question, the 
vote was — ayes 30, noes 60.. 

TIo quorum voung, 

A call of the House was moved and agreed to; 
and the Clerk called the roll, and 131 answered to 
their names. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved that all further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with; but on that 
question a quorum did not vote. 

Tellen were called for, and ordered; and Messrs. 
H. Hamlih and Thomasiok wen appointed; and 
they reported 83 in the aflSrmative, aiod 36 in the 
nentive. 

§0 the proceedings under the cal^ were su»- 
pcoiM, 
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The quesiion then recurred on the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

That motion was negatifed. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the 
resolution. 

Mr. 3. W. DAVIS moved the preriou* question; 
and it was seconded by the House. 

The main question was alio ordered to he now 
put. 

Mr. HOCJSTON called for the yeas and nays on 
the adoption of the resolution; but they were not 
'ordered. 

The reeolntion was Uien agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the Ho>jse 
again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyd, of Kentucky, 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
harbor bill. 

Mr. FICKUN obtained the floor to offer an 
amendment. 

Mr. R. SMITH desired his colleague to yield the 
floor to him, and he would offer the amendment for 
his collesfue., 

Mr. FICKLIN assented. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH then proceeded to ad- 
dress the committee. 

A member remarked, " Now give us a touch at 
Patagonia, for we have bad Texas and nativeism 
under the form of a harbor bill." 

Mr. R. SMITH said he must'decline compliance, 
for the only portion of the country that he should 
touch upon would be that through which the " Cum- 
berland road" ran. [Laughter.] 

Mr. S. occupied the remainder of the time allotted 
to debate in an eam^t and forcible argument in be- 
half of further appropriations for the Cumberland 
road, maintaining its constitutionality, and advo> 
eating it on considerations of joatice and expedi- 
enoy. 

The hour for the termination of the debate having 
arrived, the committee proceeded to vote on the sev- 
eral amendments offered to the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved an amendment 
to insert $75,000 for the improvement of the Wa- 
bash river in Indiana and Ilhnois: rejected. 

Mr. STE£NR0D moved to strike out, in the 
clause appropriating f 100,000 for the improvement 
of the Ohio river above the fidls, the proviso au- 
thorizing the Secretary of War, if he deem it advi- 
sable, to apply 115.0(H) thereof to the improvement, 
of what is commonly called the Indian chute on the^ 
falls: rejected. 

Mr. FICELIN offered an amendment appro- 
priating 1100,000 for the improvement of the nav- 
igaiam of the Oreat Wabash river; $50,000 to the 
improvement of the navigation of the Embarrass 
river; and $50,000 to the improvement of the Kas- 
kaskia river; and providing that such members of 
the corps of topographical engineers as may not be 
needed about the capital, and as may be entirely 
out of any useful employment, be stationed as a 
corps of observation, at eligible points on the lakes 
and rivers herein specified, to be continued until the 
meetitig of the next Congress, provided that no 
part or the money herein specified shall be paid to 
the topographical engineers aforesaid. 

The question was taken, and the amendment was 
rejected. 

Mr. HOGE offered an amendment, appropriating 
for the improvement of the upper and lower rapids 
in the Misaisajppi river, |1 00,000: rejected. 

Mr. McCI.ERNAND offered an amendment ap- 
propriating $50,000 for removing the obstructions m 
the Ohio nver at the Grand and Little Chains: re- 
jected. 

Mr. ROBERTS offered an amendment appropri- 
ating $50,000 for the improvement of Pearl river: 
rejected^ 

Mr. STEEINROD offered an amendment appro- 

Sriating $30,000 for building a bridge across the 
hio river at Wheeling, Virginia: rejected. • 

Mr. SLIDELL offered en amendment appropri- 
ating $300,000 for the harbor of New Orleans: re- 
jected. 

Mr. PRA.TT offowd an amendment appropriating 
$15,000 for removing the bar in the Hudson river 
opposite the mouth of Catskill creek: rejected. 

Mr. GOGGIN offered an amendment appropri- 
ating $20,000 for the improvement ot the James 
river: rwected. 

Mr. Black WELL offered an amendment ap- 
propnating $100,000 for the improvement of the 
Tennessee riverMrejecled. 

Mr. HAMMETT offered an ameadment appro- 



priatii^ $10,000 for the removal of the bar at Pass 
Chnstian, in the Gulf of Mexico: rejected. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS offered an amendment appro- 
priating $75,000 for the Wabash riven rejectea. 

Mir. J. E. MORSE offered an amendment appro- 
priating $20,000 for the survey and improvement of 
the Sabine river rejected. 

Mr. HOGE offered an amendment appropriating 
$100,000 for the improvement of th* upper and 
lower lapids of the Mississippi river: rejected. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON offered an amend- 
ment appropriating $90,000 for the Tennessee river 
«nd its tributaries; which was rejected. 

Mr. J. said he would not be understood, in the 
presentation of this amendment, as expressing any 
opinion in relation to the power of the federal gov- 
ernment to appropriate money for such purposes, 
or as committing himself in any way in favor of the 
general government making internal improvements 
through the States. His opmion, when the ques- 
tion was presented in a proper form, would be ex- 
pressed without reserve. 

Mr. DELLET offered an amendment apMro- 
priating $30,000 for erecting fortifications on Dan- 
pUn Idand, Mobile bay: rejected. 

Mr. STEENROD moved to strike out that por- 
tion of the bill which makes appropriations for the 
Hudson river rejected. 

Mr. HARDIN offered an amendment appro- 
priating $100,000 fot a ship diannel round the 
Saut de St. Mary's; and on taking the question the 
vote was ayes 76, noes 33. 

No quorum voting, 

Mr. tiALE movMl thatthe committee rise; which 
motion was rejected. 

The question was again pat on Mr. Harmv's 
amendment, nnd the vote was ayes 75, noes 33. 

Several amendments were offered and voted upon, 
but amidst the confusion which prevailed, ihe-pur- 
port could not be obtained. 

Mr. BLACKWELL offered an amendment for 
the improvement of the Tennessee river $10n,000. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Other amendments were offered by Mr. HAM- 
METT; 

By Mr. HOUSTON, #100,000 for the Missis- 
sippi river: rejected. 

By Mr. STEENROD, for a bridge across the 
Ohio river: rejected. 

By Mr. SLIDELL, $900,000 for improving the 
harbor at New Orleans: raieiBted. 

Bv Mr. RAYNER, #100,000 for the improvement 
of the navigation from AUxnnarle to the Atlantie, in 
North CarMina: rejected. 

Ry Mr. CROSS, #75,000 for Red river rejected. 

Mr- STTEENROD moved that the committee rise. 

The- motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose and reported 
progress. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and called the y«as and nays on this mo- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

The yeas and nays, and tellers, were successively 
asked, and refused. 

Mr. McKAT appeded to Mr. Thompson to with- 
draw the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. THOMPSON complied With the request. 

Mr. McKAY, stating that to-morrow was the last 
day of the session, when, under the rules, bills could 
be sent to the Senate, moved that when the House 
adjourn, they adjourn to meet at ten o'clock: which 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, the House then 
adjourned to to-morrow, at ten o'elock. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reportere by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. STILES: The petalioaor P. A. Tapper, praying 
niauiwntian for ferricei not provided for by law, u tin 
United States "weigher andgiiager" at Saranntfa, Ocoigia: 
rererred to the CommittM on Commerce. 

By Mr. BOWEIN: Ths munorUI of T. B. HwbOB sod 
othen, t committee of > pnhUo matting of the eitlzons of 
Bt. Louis, lahmlttiog Iteti and reasons in support of the «• 
hrgement of the apptopriation for the harhor of St. Louis, 
Missouri: referred to the Committee of the Whole flonse 
on the -State of the Union. ^ 

By Mr. J. BLACK: Two petition*, algnrd by 340 citizens 
of Franlflio countT, Pennsylvania, praying that the Senate 
bill for the reduction on postage mar become a law: re- 
ftnsd to Oie CoBBiltae* ofOic Whole on the state of th<i 
Uniesk , 

ByMr.WENTWORTH: The petition of Silsa ChatSeld, 



of McHanry county, Illinois, Ihrt pension: Rferrrd to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Bt Mr. ROOEBS: The petition of 166 citizens of Orees- 
wicn, Washington oounty. New Yotk, in &Tor of the post 
offlea 1)111 tnm the Senate, and praying for the passage of 
tlie same: refenvd to the Committee or the Whole on Ike 
state of the Union. 

By H. DODQE: The petiUon of Ul eiUzen* of the Tari- 
ton of Wisconsin, asking Congrea* fbr an appropriation lor 
a light.house at Sank haitor, Washington county, on the 
western shore of Lake Michigan, insau Territory: ntemi 
to the Committee on Cosyneree. The petition of 69 eiti. 
zens of MilwauiUe county. Territory of Wisconsin, aslcing 
the establishment of a mail route from the town'Milwaulcie 
to Wawatoosi and BroolcAeld, through the south part of 
MenoBonie, Lisbon and Warsaw .and uirough the north part 
of Delaheld, intersecting the mail route at the town of Sum. 
mit, in said Territory: relenvd to the Conunittee ea the 
Post Office and Post Roads. The petition ofaos citizens of 
th« Torritory of Wisconsin, asking the establishment of a 
aiaO route from Oiatiot's Orore, Iowa county, to Madison, 
the seat of government in said Territory: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Ollico and Post Road/. 

By Mr. DANA : The memorial of George Lena 
and other publishers in New Fork, against forcing all 
newspapers to pass thronch the malL if Iso, the petition of 
170 inbabitanu of Penn rann, Yates eonatv, New Toik, 
praying the passage of the Senate bill reducing postage to 
'Bve cents on a letter not exceeding half an ounce in weight 
Also, the petition of IM inhabitanU of Ithaca, New Tork, 
praying for the passage of the Senate bill to niact pest- 

By Mr. FRENCH: The petition of James Abbot, of Law- 
rence countv, Kentucky, praying for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on InveJid Pensions. 

By Mr. PRATT: Apetitlonfrom a large nnmberofthe 
inhabitants of Catskill, tot the removal of obstructions in 
the narigatian of their creek at its junction with the Hud- 
son river. 

By Mr. STRONG: Several petitions nunooosly signed 
by the inhabitants of Rivarhead and Fatchogue, in Solblk 
county, New York, praying the Uouso to pass the Senate 
bill forthe reduction or postage. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The petilion of Edward Coming and 
others, of Brookly n, in the Stale of New Voik. praying the 
passage of tiui Senate bill for the nduction of poatage. 



IN SENATE. 
TmnsDAT, Febraary 37, 1845. 

On motion byMr. EVANS, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

The PRESIDENT ftro tern. laM beA»K the Sen- 
ate the memoriid of the legislative assembly of Wis- 
consin, relative to the United States road from the 
foils of St. Croix to Laporte, on (.ake Superior, and 
other roods; which were ordered to be pnnted. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from 
Natchez, Mississippi, prayinr a reduction of the 
rates of postage, and the abolition of the finnking 
privilege: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BATES presented a report of a committee 
adopted by the legislature of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, accompanied by resolutions which 
passed that body, declaring its opposition to the ac- 
quisition of any foreign territory to the United 
States by legislative enactment as repugnant to the 
constitution; and to the admission into the Union of 
Texas, or any State or Territory not now within 
the limits of lite Union, on any other basis than the 
perfect equality of freemen. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, re- 
ported a bill supplementary to the act entitled An 
act regulating the value of foreign coin at the cus- 
tom-houses of the United States — regulating the 
value of the Austrian florin; which was read twice; 
and, the previous orders being postponed for the 
purpose, was token up and considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and 
finally passed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill to abolish the land of- 
fice at Fort Wayne, Indiana, to modify the bounda- 
ries of certain land districts, and -to provide for the 
sale of certain lands acquired from the Miami In- 
dians, in the same State; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. PEARCE introduced a joint resolution con- 
cerning the accounting officers of the treasury; 
which was read, and oraered to a second reading. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from John 
Smith Hanna, of Baltimore, against the annexation 
of Texas to the United States; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which the subject was referred, reported 
a resolution in favor of printing 500 copies extra of 
the astronomical and magnetic observations made 
by Lieutenant GiUis, under the instruction of the 
Navy Department of the 13th August, 183^ which 
was sgreed to. 

On motion by Mr. CHOATE, the Committee on 
the Library i«as diachaiged from the further consid- 
eration of the memorial of the American Statiatieal 
Asaociation, praying the adoption of meaaurea for 
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the conecdon of erron in tbe returns of the sixth 
cen«ue; and « report which he nuule upon the sub- 
ject, WM ordered to beprinted. 

On motioD by Mr, WHITE, the previons orders 
of the day ware postponed, and the bill for the re- 
lief of WiDiam Hanson was taken up and considered, 
as in committee of the whole, reported to the 
Seaat*, and flnaJlf passed. 

GENKHAL APPROMlATlON tILL 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous Orders 
af the day were postponed, and the Senate took up 
for consioeration, as in committee of the whole, on 
numerous amendments proposed by the Finance 
Committee, the bill making appropriation for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the government 

The following amendments of the Committee on 
Finance were agreed to, viz: 

Increasing the appropriation from fifty to sixty 
thousand dollars for stationery, fuel and printing, 
And all other contingent expenses of the Senate. 

Striking out the proviso to tbe appropriatioo for 
certain books ordered last Congress — 

That no part of thii lom thall 1m paid untU th« Commit- 
tee of Accounts of the Hoate have exunineit the prices 
charged by the leveral pnblUhen and othen for their 
t-ooka, and reported to the clark that the laao are bit and 
reaaonable, 

And inserting: 

fhat the aocounU for the mid hooka ahall be settled at 
the Treasury Department, upon satisfactory erideoce of 
the deliver/ of the same, according to the intent of sail 
rasolntlon. 

By inserlingi 

For compensation of three clerks employed in the oflce 
of the Secretary of the {lenate, andernnolutions of the Sen- 
ate, foar thousand Ave kuadted ddUan. 

By inserting after the appropriation for the rqioir 
of the President's House, the following: 

Provided^ That the painting ef the sane shall be done 
Vadercontract, to be made with the lowest bidder, after 
niopotals tor llie same shall have been published in two of 
the Drinoijial newspapers printed in the city of Washington, 
for the period of sixty days. 

An amendment increasing the iipparopriation for 
the expenses of salary of the Secretary of the 
Treasury and his clerks from ft36,060 to 127,800. 

An amendment increasing the appiCpriation for 
the office of the First Comptroller Jn«n fi!6,300 to 
138,550. . "^ ' 

An amendment increasing the ap|^opria)iba for 
the office of the First Auditor <rom 418,900 to 
»19,900. 

An amendment increaaing the appropriation for 
the office of the Second Auditor from 430,900 to 
131,900. 

An amendment increasing the appropriation for 
the office of the Third Auditor from ft35,0SO to 
$38,350. 

An amendment increasing tbe appropriation for 
the office of the Fourth Auditor from A18,9S0 to 
130,950. 

An amendment increasing the appropriation for 
tbe office of the Fifth Auditor ibm (13,800 to 
#14,000. 

An amendment increasing the appropriation for 
the office of the Register of the Treasury from 
f37,300 to #30,300. 

By adding the following proviso tti the clause ap- 
propriating money to pay the expenses of the land 
office: 

Prniiti, That it shall be the doty pf the Secretary of the 
Treasury to reduce the number of clerks to be employed in 
the General Land Office, from and alter the thirtieth day of 
June next, to sixty; and any excess of appropriations herein 
made for clerks in tiiat olBca shall be carried to the sorplns 
fund of the treasury. 

An amendment increasing the appropriation for 

the office of the Solicitor of the Treasory from 

#7450 to #13,000. 
An amendment increasing the i^ipropriation to 

the office of the Secretary of the Navy from #19,350 

to #19,500. 
To add to the clause appropriating for compenoo- 

tion to the office of chief of the Buieoa of Construo- 

tjon the following- 
Far two olerfcs at the rate of twelve hundred dollanaaeh, 

and one clerii at the rate of one thousand dollars, hereby 

anthoriied to be appointed in the Bureau of Construction. 

Equipment, and Repain, thrae thousand four hundred dol- 

hn. 

Also by adding the following: 

PnritUd, That whenever the ehfef of the Bureau of Con< 
struotion. Equipment, and Repairs, or of tha Bureau of Pro- 
visions and Clothing, shall be a captain in the oavy , he shall 
KOeive a compensation at the rate of thrae thousand Sve 
hundred dollan, in lieu of all other compensation In the na- 
val serriee. 

Add: 

For OBS sddiUoiial dark, hereby antb«tix«d to b« ^^fait-. 



ed in the Bureau of Provialofis aM ClotUng, twelve hun- 
dred doUan- 

An ammdment inserting "superintend6n<" iii 
the dause appropriating money lor the aupport of 
the Qeneral Post Office Department; and alao in- 
creasing the appropriation ftom #74y300, to #74,550. 

Amended by adding: 
, For paf tof and rspalriag Pemisylvaala avenue, and re- 
pairing the i«ad to the caogreastonal burial nound and to 
the navy yard, aneeobl; toths mode and under the supe^ 
intendence provided in a bill fin- that pttipose, which passed 
the Senate Febroaiy twenty, oae thoossnd eight hundred 
and rotty-fodr, thiitt-eicM thodsaad dollars. 

For layintf ths Hiltt&lion and otmmenoisK tbe stiper 
struotuieofthevesttvingofthe Pest (Oflce, Uteen thou- 
sand dollan. 

Amended by striking oiit the followllif t 
For the employment in additional counsel or agents for 
thadefonce of the intenisto ef the United States In satis att< 
thorixed to be bnMght agaln«t tbe United States by virtue 
of the act of Uie 17th day ot JttnS, ISit, enUtled an act to 
provide for the adjustment of land cloiiils irituin the States 
ofMtseouri, Arkansas, and Loniaiana, and IH those «*H of 
the States of Mississippi and Alabama south of the 91 s( de- 
gree of north latitude, and betwean the Ferdido and Itfissis- 
uppi riven, 6ve thousand dollan. 

The n«Xt amendment of the committee was to re- 
duce the full niiliiaters to Atistria and Brazil to 
chareA.' 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired of tii6 dtaJliiBUi ot 
the Finance Committee, [Mr. Evaks,] why the tniM 
aion to Austria was reduced. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that the eomroitlee had 
come to the conclusion tbata chaixe to each of these 
courts was sufficient, those governments having 
sent that grade of ministers here. There were only 
charges fFom Ausipa and Brazil here; and, as there 
would be a change in our missions there by the 1st 
of 3u)y, the committee were of opinion that this 
Was the proper time to carry into effect the redne- 
titm so much desired. All that the committee pro- 
poMd was to substitute ehoigCs for ftill ministem at 
these courts. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that. In regaid to 
the mission with Brazil at the present time— so fiir 
as he was a<iqnaintBd with tbe relations of the United 
States with foreign governments — ^there was bat one 
mission more Important. Our commercial relations 
with that counuy oife eXtensiTe. He knew that 
some time past a leading power Uros endeavoring 
t* obtain commercial relations with that country, 

He wished to know better, before such a change 
was made, what was the present condMon of our re- 
lations with Brazil. He believed that they were 
going on Mteeessftilly, and that important benefits 
might be expected A-om the present diplomatic 
grade there. He did not know the rank of the min- 
uter of Brazil to this country. He believd, how- 
ever, a diplomatic resident minister, which, under 
the law of nations, was juat as high as the general 
rknk of ministers. [Here Mr. Evaks said he would 
not press the redection of the minister to Brazil;] 
Mr. B. then remarked that, as to Austria, he 
knew little or nothing. He did not know whether 
that government had sent another minister plenipo- 
tentiary to this government or not. He' was without 
any knowledge on that subject. However, after we 
haveeslaUislMd a full minister to Austria, and on the 
suggestion of the Emperor of Austria, who deair^ 
to maintain the most firiendly relations with us, 
'it appeared to him rather strong to cut 
it off— especially without knowing what 
our relations with that government were, and 
our ^ccess in regard to the' great tobacco enterprise 
set on foot by a convention which met in this city. 
He greatly preferred that the senator from Maine,^ 
[Mr. BvAHB,] would agree to let that mission stand 
as it was. If he had time to go the Department of 
State, he could sprak more confidently as to the im; 

SHanee of niaintaiikiiig a fbll minister at that court, 
e believed that these appropriations were general- 
ly granted on the incoming of a new administra- 
tion. It is not to be inferred, l)eeau8e the appropri- 
ations are made, that they will be used. The quea- 
' tion, then, was whether the Senate of the United 
Slates, without knowing or pretending to know the 
relations of the United Slates with Austria, would 
at once destroy a mission which was originally e>- 
tablished by tne request of the Emperor ot Austria 
himself. Ha sent one of his moat dignified diplo- 
matic officers, who continued here a number of years. 
He did not understand that that government had i«- 
duced the rank of their minister to this country. 
Then, sir, in regard to that, — the oldest and proud- 
est monarchy of Europe and always a friend to the 
United Stales^— he must abject to this summary 
mode of coUing down tbe rank ef our minister 
there. 



Mr. EVANS said he did not desire to consume 
the valuable tira* of the Senate, but would merely 
state the reason which had induced the Committee 
oA FiOBttee to propose this amendment. They were 
guided hy a desire to maintain missions of the same 
grade at Brai^jtnd Austria as were maintained by 
Uie emperors of those countries in tbe United Stales. 
He had consented to allow tbe appropriation for a 
full mission to Brazil to remdin, inasmuch as it had 
been requested by the senator tntm Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Bdcbanan,] and other fiienda of tbe mission. 
In the caae of Austria, hoMtever, he would remark 
that there was no important negotiations in progress 
with that country at present, except, perhaps, the 
negotiation about fixing the value of coin. If the 
friends of the incoming administration, however, 
insisted upon the appropriation, be (Mr. E.) would 
consent, as it waa immaterial to him. He iiadsup- 
posed that the senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Bdchahau,] who was consulted on the subject, had 
consented to the amendment proposed by tne com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was not aware that he 
had been consulted in this matter by the chairman 
of the Finance Commillee. The senator remarked 
that there was no important n^otiation going on be- 
tween this country and Austria, except that in reki- 
lion to the value of coin. Had the senator inquired 
at the dtate Department about our relations with 
Aastrta.* The mbsion was established upon the 
suggestion of a tobacco convention— a most respect- 
able body— which assembled in Washington a few 
years since. The subjeet of our tobacco trade had 
been steadily pursued by the minister, as he (Mr. 
B.) knew; far he had corr»^)ond«d with the secreta- 
ry of legation. He hoped that the mission would 
be continued, and the appropriation not strick^ out 
by the Senate. 

Mr. McDUFFIB deaired to know what was the 
amotut of commerse annually carried on beiiveen 
the United States and Austria. 

Mr. EVANS could not mr, bathe knew that the 
amount was not great. 

Mr. McDUF^E had but a word to say in rela- 
tion to the p ro p o s e d amendotent. A new adminis- 
tration was about to come into power. Much had 
been said in the country about economy and re- 
form; and he hoped the new administrauon would 
begin the work of economy. He regarded many of 
thaM foreign missions, as very much like some of 
our army and naval establiohmenta, intended rather 
for the Denefitof peHBons, than of the goveminent 
which supported them. If he undentood the com- 
mercial relations between this coontry and Austria, 
that country, considering its extent and power in 
Europe, was least of all other powers to be regarded 
by us. He felt sura that a minister of a lower grade 
than we now kept in Austria would be sufficient for 
all our purposes, and that an embassy of a h^her 
grade than a chaiefship was a mere sinecure. Such 
was the grade of the minister sent by the Emperor 
of Austria to this country; and a reduction of the 
grade of our minister could not be considered at all 
disrespectful to that sovereign. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that the present 
Secretary of Stale was as much attached to economy 
and reform as any man in the country, and yet ae 
had recommended the continuance of this as a ftill 
mission. He read from the estimates received from 
the State Department to show the focL Neverthe- 
less, he (Mr. B.,) would not press the matter further. 
If the Senate believed it right to reduce the Aus- 
trian mission^ he would not object. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Finance, reducing the 
misBion to Brazil fhmt a full mission to a chaigCship, 
and non-concurred in. 

The amendment of the committee reducing the 
mission to Austria, from a 6ill mission to a charge- 
ship was agreed to, and the appropriation was re- 
duced accordingly. 

The next amendment was agreed to as followa: 

For the puichasc of five hundred copirs of the Digest of 
the Revenue Laws of the United States, by Thomas P. Gor- 
don, for the TieasuiT Department, if the Same can be ob- 
laiMd for this sum, four thousand dollars. 

An amendment was agreed to, increasing the ap- 
prKwialion for the publication of maps ana charts m 
the office of coast surrey firom' #4,000 to #13,000. 

Tlie following amendments of the committee were 
then agreed to, viz: 

Page 3», after line M3, insert, "For the adjastment of 
claim* aritiiv nndarthe essofthe fifth of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen, for the relief of Lieutrnant 
Colonel WiUlam Lawrence and othen, being a raapiiropria- 
tienof an saMunt hcratofora carried to theeurplus fund, 

\ 
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UuM handred tai foit]r-MT«n dolltn and rixty-tereu 

centt." 

Pwe M, >ft«r line (87, iimrt, "For the tqpport, clothiBC, 
*nd nsdical trMtmeat or <he iiiMno paaiwn of tb* Dii- 
trict of Columbia, four thounod doUon: PracUtd, That the 
amount paid for oach person thall not exered four doUan 

Bir weok : <And pravidtd furlhifr. That the marshal of tho 
istrict of Columbia be, and be hereby is, authoilied to 
maintain at Baltimore, or some other suitable lunatje *ij- 
lam, all such lunatic persons, being paupers, who are now 
confined in the lunatic asylum at Baltimore br order of 
Congmss, or are in the jails of Washington and Alexandria 
conntios, and all such as ma^ hereafter be committed as 
lunatics by order of the circuit or criminal courts, they be- 
ing paupen of said District of Columbia, and their support 
bMOg lagally chargeable thereto ; and that he pay tha ex- 
penses of their removal and maintenance in such asylum 
as he may select, and be allowed for the same in the settle- 
arnt of hli accounts at the Treasury Department." 

Page 3S, at en J of line 930, add, " ^nd pnmided. furlktr. 
That the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury shall continue to 
superintend the sereral matters and things connected with 
the light-houses, beacons, buora, and public piera, of the 
United Statest and to perform all the dutiea roniMctad there- 
with, under the direction of the Secntary of the Treasury, 
until otherwise ordered by law.^ 

The bill was further amended bjr striking out for 
minister to China |9,000 salary and $9,000 outfit, 
and inserting, " for compensation to a commisaioner 
to reside in China, |5,000." 

Page 39, after line 710, i&sert, "For oompeaaatlon to Ben- 
Jamin £. Oreen, while officiating as charge d'alTalres in 
Mexico, ane thousand and aixty-niBe douat* and forty 
cents," 

ing Uie boundary line between the United Statea and the 



Page 39, after line 713, insert, "For numing and nark- 
ng the boundary line between the United Statea and the 

KBsessiona of Great Britain, seventy-fire thousand dol- 
ra."" 



The amendment of the committee reducing the 
Congreaa printing from the resolution of 1819, 
twenty-five per cent, on paper and press-work, and 
twenty-fire per cent, on composition, was agr«Bd 
to. 

Section four came op for consideration as fol- 
lows: 

•And it it furHer mtelrd. That from and after tha IMS- 
sage of this act, no accounts which have been adjusted by the 
accounting o Acers of the treaauiy shall be reopened wiuiont 
snthorityol law. nor ^all tha accounting ofllceia of tha 
treasury act upon any account which diall not be i>i«- 
aented within three years from the date, when Uie claim 
Srat existed, unless the person having the claim was an in- 
fant lunatic, or feme covert, and wiutia threa-yaaia after 
the removal of the disability. 

This section was amended by •triking out all 
afler the word "law" to the end of the secuon, and 
inserting the following: 

Pnvidtd, That this section shall not apply to rasps 
where special acta have passed, or shall pass, for the rslief 
of individuals. 

The 4th section was then considered as follows: 
And he it further mmeud. That it shall bo hlwfnl for the 
respective heads of the departments to continue in service 
or to employ until the 1st day of January, 1846, tha follow- 
ing ofBcera and persons, and at the salaries (unlass when 
otharwiae specified) that are fixed in the act entltitd an 
act legalizing and making appmiuiatioaa for lurhnsrssaa 
ry objects as have been usually laoluded In the gananl ap- 
propnatlon bills without authority of law, and to Ix and pro- 
vide for certain incidental axpensas of the departmaats aad 
oOcan of the govemaent, and for other norpoass, asDnTsd 
36th August, 1843: i~i~— . fw 

Tbe above was amended by striking out all after 
the word "service," to the end of the section, and 
inserting the following: 

Soring the next fiscal year, the oflloers and persona, and 
attbaialarieaaadeoapensatlonaanthoriiadin the act ap- 
proved tha twenty-sixth of Angnst, one thousand ei^ hun- 
drad ahd forty-two, entitled "An act l^aliiiiw aacTmaUng 
appropriations for aneh neeassary objects aa have beanusf 
allyinclnded in the general appropriation hills without an- 
ibonty of law, and to fix and provide for certain iacMantal 
•xBanses of the departments and oOeas of tha govaniaaat 
and for other nuposes ;" and also the darks authorized to h« 
anployad in the office of the First Comptroller of the Traas- 
wy, by tha act of June seventeenth, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty-four, entitled "An act making apprapriatieaa 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the goveramant for 
the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, one thoasand 
steht hundnd and forty-fire, and for other puiposea;" and 
also tha copying clerk, aathorixod by tha same act. in the 
office of the Solicitar of the Treasury, and also Um clerk in 
the omcx of the Second Auditor, by the same act. 

Page SS, after line 14, insert, "For compensation to the 
auparintendent of the Cieneral Post Ofllee, for tha year, end- 
ing Jua thirtieth, one tbouaand eight hundred and foity- 
five, two hundred and fifty dollars." ' 

Page »4. «dd to line 48, "and to John M Botts, being tha 
amount of nUleago and attendance in coateatlng thesMt of 
JohnW. Jones at the first session of the twenty-eighth 
Congress, one thousand five hundred and seventy-threedol- 
lara ano sixty cents." 

Page 34, after line 48, iaakrt, "To supply a defioiewiy in 

tha appropriation foribeconUngontoxpenaeaoftha Sanato 
seventy thousand dollars." s~— »• v. iw oeowe. 

The bill was flirther amended by strikilic out 
the provisions fixing thrf mode of compuStgrnile- 
•ge of senators and repreMMlativeathe wort "mail " 
soa<to leave it by the nearest touts, whether iJv 
rMniad, stage, or steamboat. ' w ^ 



The bill was further amended by striking out the 
last three sections concerning the bills of cost in 
courts, the direction of the eleik of tha House of 
Repteaentatives over the contingent fund thereof, 
ana concerning the punishment for embezzlement, a 
misapplication of that fund, and the penalty there- 
for, &c. 

All the amendnMnts of the Committee on Finance 
being disposed of. 

On the motion of Mr. ARCHER the bill was laid 
aside for the purpose of ptocBeditig to the consid- 
eration of the specki orter; before doing which, 
however, Mr. Jakhaoin asked to make a 
PIRSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr.JARNAGIN asked the consent of the Sen- 
ate to make a personal explanation. He read from 
the New York Herald of February 26lh, in which 
it was stated that he had charged General Armstrong 
with frauds upon the government in relation to the 
removal of Indians — with having procured the re- 
turn of Indians in order to obtain new contracts for 
their removal. He did not know how any perasn . 
who heard his renwurks could have placed such a 
construction upon them. He had said nothing 
against Oeneral Armsliong, or sgainst the deceased 
Iddian agent, Maj(>r FranK Armstrong. 

Mr. WALKER remarked that he had listened to 
the remarks of the senator tnan Tennessee, and he 
knew that the version of them in the New York 
Herald was entirdy incorrect. 

Here the matter dropped, and the' Senate proceed- 
ed to the eonsideiation of die order of the day. 

ANinEXATION OF TEXAS. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution from the House for annexing Texas 
to the United Stales. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he rose to ad- 
dress the Senate with an embarrassment which he 
seldom felt in addressing this body. The Subject 
under discussion was one of immense magnitude ; 
not onl^ involving the question of the extension of 
this Union, but tlwt of the preservation and duration 
of the great charter, the conslittttion, upon which 
this confederation rests. 

He could have forborne the expression of his 
opinions, had it not appeared important to othersen- 
ators to make known their views, and be did not 
feel willing to let bis silence be attributed to anjr 
backwardness of Mowing openly his own senti> 
menis. 

He then stated the principles of the joint teaolu- 
tion under oonsidefaUon ; end institutM an inquiry 
into the granted powwrs of the constitution imon 
which the action or Congress was now invoked. He 
propossd, first to examine the aiguments upon which 
It was assumed, that the power granted in the fourth 
article of the constitution extended to the admission 
of Slates erected out of foreign territory, or for* 
sign States already formed. In pursuing this ex- 
amination, he should confine gentlemen who de- 
signated themselves, pmr esttUtnet, strict construc- 
tionists, to their own doctrine. He quoted the 
provision of the fourth article that "new States 
may bs admitted by the Congress into this 
Union," and commented upon the construction 
which idons should be tfie guide of legislation, and 
asked how could the express grant be applied ffii 
the friends of annexation applied it without opening' 
itup to such a latitudinous construction as would 
be wholly at war with the nature of the instrument 
in which it was found, and the natural infos enoe of 
the intention of the fnman of the constitution.' 
CottU it be ioMgined by any candid and dispassion- 
ate mind— • mind divested of piredilections to arrive 
at a foregone conclusion — that if it had been contam-j 
' plated by the framers of that instrument to author-] 
ize the admission of foreign States or foreign terri 
tory by act of legislation, they would have toft su< ' 
a vast and important power indefinite and hiddi 
in mysterious expieaaions, wb^ dependent upoi 
construction and interpohition^ To suppose such i 
thing was to supposs what was contrarv to alj 
reason. Was it to be supposed that the wise, j< 
ous, and cautiotu men wno weighed and deliben 
upon the grants of power so long and so carefully, 
would, if they intended that foreign States and foi 
eign territorr ahould be admitted by Congress at it. 
discretion, have forborne the expression of Iheii 
intention in -clear and explicit terms which could noi 
be misunderstood? 

Mr. C. reviewed at considerable length theaigu-j 
ments uiged ibsougfaout this debate by the friends! 
of annexation, commenting on each, and dissenting' 
from all, and u many instances inaiMing that gen^ 



tlemen had totally misapprehended the authorities 
upon which they relied. 

He did not intend to undertake the task of de- 
fining the exact line of demarkation between the 
legisuitive and treaty-tfiaking power. He argued 
with the senator from Alabama, [Mr. Bagbt,^ that 
there it a line. It would be sufficient for him to 
show, that the acquisition of territory was confined 
exclusively to the treaty-making power. He quoted 
Justice Story's definition of uie power to make 
treaties. It might be that some part or portions of 
the subjects enumerated by Jusuce Storv ihay be 
regnlated by law. Justice Story says the treaUr- 
moking power embraces the power of treating for 
peace or war, regulations of commerce, or for ter- 
ritory. Did not, then, the treaty-making power em- 
brace the case of acquiring territory? Mr. C. di- 
rected much of his review to the remarks of the 
senator from South Carolina, [Mr. McDijrriE.] 
He also reviewed the remarks of the senator from 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Woodbrt,] and of the sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr.WALKXB.I In the course 
of this extensive range of review, Mr. C. quoted 
largely from the Federalist and other authorities, for 
the purpose ofeslablishing hisposilion that the power 
to admit new States into the Union was confined ex- 
clusively to the admission of States arising out of the 
bosom of the old thirteen States, and territory in 
their neighborhood — the ruighborliood meaning the 
territory oeloDging to the States, but out of the lim- 
its of the Slate confines- He next touched upon 
the functions of the treaty-making power, with a 
view of ahowing that, from their very nature, and 
their possible enects upon our foreign relations, the 
power was lodged, where it ought to be lodged, in 
the executive and Senate; and he argued that the 
experience of the government before the adoption of 
the constitution had proved the inconvenience and 
impropriety of exercising the power by Congress. 
He deniea the position assumed by the senator 
from South Carolina, that Congress has the power 
to declare war and make peace. Where, he would 
ask, was the power of making peace given to Con- 
gress by the constitution? Would the senator tell 
him bow Congress eould make peace? 

Mr. McDUFFIE. Yes, sir: by disbanding tho 
army and navy. [Latiehter.] 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That would not stop the 
war. ___ 

Mr. McDUFFIE did not presume the exeAitive 
and Seaale would undertake to carry on the war af- 
ter Congress disbanded the army and navy. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. No, sir, but it would be 
a very good time for the enemy to carry on the war. 
[Great laughter.] Mr. C. continued his review of 
the treaty-making power. In the course of his 
remarks, he rererred to Mr. Jefferson's opin- 
ions concerning the power of acquiring territory. 

He maintainM that, if it can be acquired by this 
government, it must be exclusively through the 
treaty-making power. It was admitted by the sena- 
tor from Souui Carolina that territory might be ac- 
quired proper^ by treaty; but it was denied 'by him 
that the acquisition of it belonged exelusivtbi to the 
treaty-making power. Now, he (Mr. C.) hud that, 
if foreign territory can be acquired froperly by the 
treaty-making power, it is exc(iuiv<<« by that power, 
and that alone, in this government that it can be ac- 
quired. 

He admonished the Senate to hold Cut to the 
prosperity of the Union as it is; not to attempt ex- 
panding Its territory — not to hazard anylhine by 
dangerotw expettmenta. He denounced the i&n o( 
groundmg any course of policy upon apprehension 
of the granping power of England. He feared noth- 
ing himself from England, or any other power; his 
fears were as to the destmctioo of our own conatitu- 
tion and institutions by novel and dangerous experi- 
ments. 

His objections to the annexation of Texaa were 
founded upon public consideraliona. Some of these 
had paaaso away, and othen were paasiitf away. 
They mav yet be wholly removed. He foared, at 
present, tne meaanre would disturb our foreign rela- 
tions. It was, in bis mind, unwise to act upon it 
now. The people have not had an opportunity of 
expressing their will upon the subject at the bulou 
box. The question was started for purposes of 
prMidential eleetioD, aince the people last appointed 
their representatives. Let the matter be pos^ione4 
till the peo^ can speak; and let its consamflaation 
be reservea for the in-coming administration. But 
to do it in an offensive way, at an improper time, 
and by unconstitutional means, can excite nothing 
biit hostility to tbe whole moreo^t and ita autboia. 
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He' looked ibrward to thia meaaure oa one of the 
most vital importance to this coantry. Be patient 
and be jiirt, and all may be well. The hand that 
eraspa ambitiously, diahoneatJv, or unlawftiUy at 
the plunder of others, particularly when they are in 
a deifenceless condition, is sure to be festered With 
the leprosy of dishonor and disgrace. He objected 
to the_ consolidation of all the powers of govern- 
ment into the hands of a bare majority, to laTor this 
measure now. 

Mr. AilCHER next obtained the floor, and ad- 
dr^aed the Senate for upwards of an hour. 

He roae, he said, in right of tbs position assigned 
him in the Senate of the United States, (as cnair- 
man of the Committee on ti'oreicn Rdationa,) to 
addreaa the Senate in conclusion of ihk debate. 

No nuui could enter into this discussion with a 
more solemn appreciation of the great magnitude of 
iht qcieiiion now at issue, than he did. .In that 
question was InTolred tlie preservation or destruo- 
uon and entire overthrow of tlie constitution.. The 
Question was, whether we are to have tt eonstitution 
for ourselves now, and whether our posterity lor 
ages to come are to have a constitution. 

He knew full well that the annexation ofTexas 
is ordained; that it is the will, not alone of a majori- 
i^ tif the people, but of a very large majority of the 
people of his own constituency. To his constitu- 
enoy be yielded the quedttdu of expediency, and 
respect for their decision on that point would, if 
nothing else interposed, have due influence on him. 
But if the whole embodied will of the people of his 
State, or of the Union, were here and persented to 
him in favor of that expediency, it could not pre- 
vent him 'from interposing his voice against the 
violation of the constitution, even for the accomp- 
lishment of their will. 

If he found that will running counter to the con- 
stitution, it was his determination to open his biesst 
in opposition to it. 

He asked gentlemen who bad discovered in his 
report an admission — and he now reiterated it — 
that there is a constitutional mode of admitting 
Texas into the Union, why they did not abandon 
the unconstitutional mode which they propose, and 
imite with him in resortiiig to the only consutution- 
al and undisputed mode oradmission) What did this 
joint resolution, sent hereby the House of Repre- 
sentatives, propose to do^ To set down In a sched- 
ule a list or requisitions, which we enjoin TtxiBto 
comply with. What possible powercould we as- 
sume under the constitution of commanding or re- 
quiring Texas to do these things? 

One evidence of the determination to override 
every obstacle — con8titutiun,and everything else — to 
arrive at the consummation of this object, was to 
be found in the first proposition on the subject, of- 
fered to the Senate this session by the senator from 
South Carolina, and in the otner House by the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affaits. 
Both were in ihe identical wordu of the treaty, 
which the Senate had rejected last session by a large 
majority. This, he said, evinced the determination 
with which the measure was pursued. 

Mr. A. here entered upon the question of the 
constitutional powef of Congress to form compacts 
with toragn governments, which may properly be 
made by he treaty-making power, and reviewed the 
positions taken by the friends of annexation. 

He passed then to what he considered an often- 
repeated axiom — so ofUn repeated, as to become a 
form of slang— that, on the success of the expeiiment 
of this federal republican goTsnuaent depanded the 
extension of fVeedom throughout the world, and the 
sasertion of public liberty everywhere. In that 
principle he concurred. He reviewed the charactsr 
of this government as contrasted with that of gov- 
ernments of despotism, and recalled the history of 
our revolution. 

This is a government of balances and compro- 
nisM; intended to extend over the lai^r part of this 
continent, and involving a great diversity of rfcinsns 
of interests. Our discussions in national legialatian 
were evidenees of this diversity of interests. We 
were all fitmiliar with the opiniona of thoae fitvora- 
ble to ft«e trade, and of those m favor of the protec- 
tive syswm; of thoae attached to southern interests, 
sod those favorable to the fi«e States. If the doo- 
tnpe, by which the proposition now under the con- 
uderation of the Senate waa advocated, could be ad- 
mitted aa a principle of legialation— that it waa n^ 
cesaary to do this thing to sustain particular intar- 
«»i*—would not that principle be in direa opposition 
to the very principles of confederation upon which 



this governttinft iftif foturded. and entirely at vari- 
ance with the intenCioi) afirf OMect of its framera? 

He adverted incidentally to the biAufce of politi- 
od power assumed by abolitionists in torlQua por- 
tions of the country; and predicted the power which 
they, though composib^ so small a minority, would 
have in forcing their influence to be felt in legisla- 
tion, both State and federal. He depicted the codt 
sequences which he conceived must result from this 
fsnaticbm, and denounced the authors of the disso- 
lution which must ensue. 

^ He commented at some length upon what he con- 
sidered democratic doctrines, with a view of show- 
ing that, if carried out on the principle of the prop- 
osition and means of accomplishing it now pro- 
posed, the same anumenta would lead to the intro- 
duclion of Cuba, Hayti, and the West India islands 
into this Uulon, and colored representativea in Con- 
grasfj and, as a neceaaary resnh, the people of the 
North would insist on getting in New Brunswick, 
Newfoundland, and Canada, on the plea that a bal- 
ance of power Was guarantied and iiitended by the 
constitution. After acquiring these immense terri- 
tories north and south, then conies the question of 
the rights of matl« 

It was not a question merely of the breach of the 
eonstitution, but of the overthrow of all the checks 
and balances of the constitution. It was the ques- 
tion to be decided on the battlefield — the Pbsrsalia 
battlefield, in which was to be determined whether a 
great repubKc ora Ctesaristo be overthrown — the 
Cetaar of "progressive democracy." 

A blow pomcidal is now aimeo at the constitution 
of the United SlatM. So much earth as — com- 
paratively speaking, vile earth— as could be grasped 
m a man's hand, was to be accepted in barter for the 
noblest charter of the noblest institutions ever raised 
by the wisdom of man. 

Mr.. JOHNSON explained his position in refeiv 
enCMUihis question, and etated his willingnesa to 
volHwaconatitutionalpropoaitioufor annexation, 
if presented to him. 

Mr. WALKER ofibndthefollowingamendment, 
to some in aa an additional aactiont i 

,ani U itfurilHr fncidtd, Tbst if tfaa PrHideat of the 
United State* ihall, in l>ii Jadgnisnt and diicretioa, deem it 
mora adviiahle, instsad of procoediag to fubnitt the ti»rego. 
ing raiohition to the rrpubUc of Texiu s> sn ovcrtoi* on 
the part of the Unltsd Ststef for alnisiionte negotiate with 
that rapubllc, then 

Bt il moled. That a State, to be formed ont of the pres- 
ent lepublic of Texai, with luitable extent and boundariea, 
and with two repretfentatirea in Conjneif , until the next 
apjjortionraent of repreaentation, iliali be admitted into the 
lJiuon.bf virtue of thia act. on an equal looting with the 
existing States, aa soon as the terms and conditions of such 
admission, and the cession of the remaining Texian terri* 
turjr to lbs United States, shall be agreed npon bjr tlie gov- 
ernments of Texas and tiis IjpiteffStates. 

Sec. 3. .^ti^ it it furtktr eiuetti. That the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollan be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated to defrajr tha expenses of mistions and neeotiationa, 
to agree upon tbo terms of said admission and cession, 
either by treatj to tx- submitted to the Senate, or by articles 
to be submitted to the two Houses of Congress, as the 
President majr direct 

Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and naya; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. BERRIEN did not hope to be able to influ> 
ence the question by anything he should say, but 
he adced if gentlemen were going to preeipitala the 
vote on that important amendment. He otaimed as 
a right, as an American senator, time to consider it 
A recess could be token till & or 6 o'clock, and in 
the interval it could be investigated. The only in- 
terval he ssked was that of recess. He moved to 
take an interval till 6 o'eloek. 

Mr. WALKER said the amendment had been 
offsred an d deb ated twenty days ago, and printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought there was an incon- 
Biateney between the House resolutions and the 
amendment 

Mr. BARROW thought this the most extraordi- 
nary proceeding he had ever witnessed. Msay seala 
were vacant He considered it unikir, and hoped 
gentlemen would not persist in putting it to the vole 
on the instant If they did his aide could prevent it 
by speaking on till the 4th of March. The requeat 
of a recess for an hour and a half was so reaaonable 
that he was surprised there should be any objection 
to it He and hia Manda were willing that it ahould 
come to a conclusion to-night He wanted to know 
if the question waa to be put now? If ao, he could 
talk two hours— whether sense or nonsense waa not 
material to him— jf hia fn^oda could obtain tisM to 
examine and reflect upon the propoaition. What 
waa the reaohition ? Ha asked it tone read i^n. 
' The amendment was again read by the Secretary 
of the Senate. 



Mr. TAPPAN said it was miderstood yesterday 
that the question would be taken at half past three 
o'clock, as intimated by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Forei^ Relations. 

Mi. BARROW understood the chairman of the 
committee aa saying the debate would t^ose about 
half-pBst 8 or 4 o'clook, and the Senate could then 
vote upon the hill; but did not understand him to 
pledge hi mself to vote on a new proposition. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped there would be no 
needless controversy abost an hoOr. Several gentle- 
men were absent; let the Senate take a recess and 
meetaeun. 

Mr. WALKESR asked if the snggestion was ac- 
cepted, would gentlemen be ready to vote on rea»- 
sembliiig. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN bad no reason to doubt if. 

Mr. JOHNSON hoped the Senate would consent 
to a recess. 

. Mr. BUCHANAN, in consideration of the cir- 
cumstance that two senators were abwnt, was not 
willing to place them in a position of not having an 
Opporttmity of casting their votes. He believed it 
would be more satisfactory to all parties here and to 
the coimtry, to take a recess and then proceed to 
vote. 

The joint resolution was then passed over infor- 
mally. 

Mr. PEARCE was anxious to state that he hoped 
the question would be taken this evening, as he 
could not be here to-morrow. 

The Senate then agreed to take a recess till six 
o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate was called to order at six o'clock. 
The question pending havii^ been stated by the 
Chair — 

Mr. FOSTER rose and called for the reading of 
the amendment ofthe senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
W4LKBR;] whieh was read accordingly, as foUowB: 

.Ind S« il further pravtdei. That if tlie President of the 
United States shall, in his Judgasent and discretion, deem it 
more advisable, instead of proceeding to submit the forego- 
ing resolution to the republic ofTexas as an overture on 
the part of the United States for admission to negotiate with 
that republic, then 

Ihitn—lxed, That a State, to bo ttormed out of tha pia*. 
•Dt republic of Texas, with snitaMe extent and bonndarica, 
sad with two repreaentatives in Congress until the next 
^portionment oirepresentation, shall be admitted Into tbcr 
union by virtue of this act, en an equal fDoUng with th* 
•xistlag States, as soon as the terms ^id conditions of such 
adraisstou, and the cession of the remaining Tuxian terri- 
tory to the United States, shall l>e agmed upon by the gov- 
ernments ofTexas and the United States. 

Sec. 0. JbU hr ilfmtlar sneeud. That the earn of on* hun- 
dred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated to defray the expenses of missions and negotiations, 
to agree upon the terms of said admission ana cession, 
either by treaty to be submitted to the Senate, or by articles 
to be submitted to the two Houses of Congress, as the Pres- 
ident may direct 

Mr. F. then proceeded to address the Senate. He 
commenced by apologizing for his abKcnce from the 
Senate this morning when the vote was al>out to be 
taken. That absence was caused by a supposition 
that the Senate had tttken a recess. Had he been 
in his seat he should have olTered an 'amendment, 
which he would now propose for the consideration 
of the Sienate. It was not his purpose to harass ths 
Seitate atthis late stage of the del»te. His position 
was as well defined as.that uf any member of Con- 
gress — he had no secrets to keep, nothing to fear. 
He occupied the same position now which he did at 
the last session of Congress, when the treaty for the 
annexation of Texas was submitted to the Senate. 
He had not formed his opinions without due delib- 
eration, and he would not change those opinions. 
^e could not, dared not, and would not, abandon the 
groimd he had taken upon the resolution which he had 
presented to the Senate, and which was presented to 
the other House by an houored colleague of his. That 
resolution was prepared with the greatest care; and 
as long aa those pillars which he saw before him 
should stand fast, he should adhere to it. He wished 
to have no future Missouri compromises to settle 
hera. He would not consent to agitate the question 
of slavery at a future day, when it might be settled 
now. We ahould aecure the mauer in this proceed- 
ing, or dae we would repent of it hereafter. If we did 
not do thia now^ hereafter, when new States, formed 
out of the Texian territory, shouH apply for ad- 
misaion into the Union, the free States would ny 
"Stand back and wash out the stain of slavery which 
defilea you." These States had said so to Missouri, 
and all remembered the scenes which took place 
when her application for admission into tlie Union 
was agitatea. Courage and hope foiled the stoutest 
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hcMTts; and moUiera, claaping their offapring to 
tbeir boaoma, treiiibl«4 at acanea that threalencd th« 
deatruetion of the gorenimeat, and the deaolation 
that awaited the people. The South, he aaid, had 
■hreadybeen driven back to the ahorea of the Gulf 
of Mexicq; they would be next conunanded to take 
Uta water. Would they do iL' He, for one, an- 
■wnred — no! Eren if aoUlary and alone, he would 
■tand to hiapoat and vindicate the rights of hia peo- 
ple. 

But it had been aaid by giendemen that there waa 
no danger for the South, becauae Mr. Polk had been 
choaenPreaident; and Mr. Polk being a southern 
nan, would not aanction any roeaauna conflibtiog 
with the permanent intereata of that section of coun- 
try. He (Mr. P.) would truat no auch idea. When 
k« waa aaauied that ainfoition waa extinguiahed from 
the heart of man^ then he might think of truating 
• aubject like thia to the discretion of a Preaident 
Until tikes, he would confide in no man; but would 
be heard in behalf of the rights of his people. He 
called upon every senator from the South to cry 
•loud and spare not, to draw the aword and be^in 
the fight in behalf of the righta of their constitu- 
OBlai for it waa the duty of every one to take care 
of himaelf. He waa no advocate of alavery in. the 
abairact. Undoubtedly, alavery was an evil; but 
waa it our ain? It waa an inheritance; and given by 
whoatf He pointed to the North, whenee Uie black 
man had b«en aold to the South. Slavery waa now. 
like the ahirt of Neasus, fiutened on to ui, and could 
notbegotiidof. Where was its remedy? Let senators 
■ay, ifthey could. He was a slaveholder, though not 
an advocate of alavery in the abatract. He, however, 
advocated the alavehoMer for the virtuea of hia 
heart. He would deairo to aee thoae men, who 
made auch an outcry againat alavery, but wbo had 
never seen its practical operation, go to the aunny 
South, aee how nappy was the black man, and oom- 
pare him with the white penury of the East He 
(Mr. F.) was raiaed with the slave. He was a 
master, and the slave waa his friend. When he 
went home, the slave eame to him with worda of af* 
feetioa and love; ha hoped that he had aheartto re- 
turn these aentimenta. Were senatots willh» to put 
it in the power of the fanatica to destroy all theae aa 
•odationa, and to destroy a portion of our govern- 
ment? For one, he intended to atand firm. He waa 
a friend of annexation; but if the queation of sla- 
very waa to be blinked, in order 'to catch northern 
votaa, he waahed his handa of it. ShouU the 
amendment to the resolution of the House offered 
bT the senator from Miaaiaaippi [Mr. Walkkb] be 
•oopted, h0 riiould be compelled to vote againat the 
whole propoaition. 

Mr. F. tb«i moved to amend the amendment, by 
adding thereto the'following proviso: 

,AU fnvidti furtktr. That, In fixing the termi ud eoa. 
dJtloDt of lach admiwion, it sliall be ezpreiily stipiilsted 
•ad dedand that the State of Texas, and inch other Statea 
•• may be feraiMl of that portico of the pieeent territoiy of 
Texas irinc aoath of *6 oeneH 80 minntee north latitude, 
lonly anowa •• the MI 



a Muaonri compiOBiae line, thall 
be adaitted iata the Union with or witliout ■lavery, a< the 
feeple of each State «> haraalter ailtinc admiition majr de- 
tin. ,Snd fnvidtd /xtrthmmart. That It fliaU be alio ttlpn- 
Mad and deehred Oat the publie debt of Texas shall in no 
•veat beeoaw a ohargs open the govanawnt of the Uaitad 



Mr. BATES asked for a diviaion of the queation 
upon the amendment, so aa to take it first upon the 
proviso in relation to the Miaaouri oompromaae Kne, 
and then upon the reatrietiott againat the aaaumption 
of the publie debt of Texas. 

Mr. FOSTER had no objection to such a course. 

Bfr. HAYWOOD raised a point of order, and 
ooBtended that it waa a single question and could 
not be divided*unless the senator from Tennesaeff 
[Mr. FoaTBBj ahould divide his amendment into 
parte and offer them separately. 

The CHAIR overmled the objection. 

Mr. BERRIEN wished to know whether he was 
right in his understanding of the amendment. He 
underatood that it left the States to be formed sooth 
•f 36 degrees, or the Missouri compromise line, 
die privitee of choosing whether they would be ad- 
mitted witB or without slavery. 

Mr. FOSTER said such waa the purport of hia 
amendmen t. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to make one re- 
maric in rdation to the latter portion of the amend- 
ment, which provided that the United Sintea gov- 
ernment ritould not be bound for the public debt of 
Texas. Whenever Texas was admitted, in his 
opinion, the Uniled.Statea would be bound in honor 
to provide for her debt. He waa not in fltvor of 
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having a new repudiating State. Indeed, it was a 
modcery to talk of taking; Texas without her debt 

Mr. WHITE wished to know whether thejmo- 
viso offered by the senator from Tennesaee [Mr. 
Foiter] was applicable to the amendment of the sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Walkeb,] or to the 
resolution of the House. 

The CHAIR said it applied to the amendment of 
the senator from Mississippi. 

The question was then taken upon the first divia- 
ion of tne amendment of Mr. Fosteb in relation to 
the Missouri compromise line, and decided in the 
negative, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Archer, Banrow, Bayard, Berrien, Cby 
too, Crittenden, Foster, Hannenn, Huger, Jarnagia, John 
son, Hdaagiiai, Mairick, Morehead, Peaice, Phelpi, Blves, 
and Sevier— la 

NAYS— Messrs. Allea, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Begby, Bates, Benton, Breese, Buchanan. Choate, Colquitt, 
Dayton, DicUnion, Dix, Evans, KUrileld, Francis, Hay. 
wood, Hendenon, Huntlagton, Lewis, MaDaOe, Miller, 
Niles, Porter, Semale, Stvmaa, Tappao, Uphan, Wallur, 
White, Woodhtidge, and Woodboiy— S3. 

The question recurring on the second division of 
of the amendment, 

[ Mr. WALKER aaid he was opposed to it be- 
cause such a provision had already been inoorpora- . 
tad into the bill. If the Preaident proceededprop- *] 
erly in the itagotialion, he would act upon it. There- 
fore he should vote a^nst the proviao, although in 
iavorof Bueh a proviaion. 

Mr. BENTON, (in his aeat,) Ditto. 

The queation on the second division of the amend- 
blent, which provided againat the public debt of 
Texaa being a charge upon the United Statea, was 
decided in the negative aa follows: 

TEAS— Messrs. Areher, Barrow, Bates, Bayaid, fieiriea, 
Choate, Clayton, Evaas, Foster, Francis, Hantinglon, 
Jamagin, Johnson, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, lUTes, 
Simmons, and Upliam — 90. 

NAYS— Messrs. AUen, Ashley, Atohison, AthlHoa, Bag- 
by, Benton, Bteesa, Boehaaaa, Colquitt, Ciittendea. Dick- 
inson, Dix, Fairfield, Haanegas, Haywood, Ue|M|M''- 
Huger, Lewis, McDuflle, Mangum, Menlck, Ml^H|d, 
Niles, Semple, Sevier, Stnigeon, Tappan, Walker; <V^<i 
Woodbridge, and Woodbury— St. 

Mr. ARCHER then moved to strike out all of 
the resolution of the House after "seaolved," and 
inaert the following: 

That the President of the United Slates be, and he is 
hereby requated, to order negotiatloBS to be entered into 
with the goremment of Texas for the transfer to the United 
States, witlLrthe assent of the people of Texas, of the trni. 
' tory, with Jul rights incident thereto, which now consti- 
tntes lh»4aid Bute of Texas; and that the inconoration 
into OuT Union of the United Slates of the inhabitants of 
•aidyState, and their admission to all the rights, privileges, 
and Inununities of the citlxens of the United States, as soon 
as may be consistent with the principles of the federal con- 
sUtation. be stipulated in snoh treaty. 

Mr. WALKER de^g^ded the yeas and nays on 
this amendment. * 

The Secretary proceeded to call the rolh, but 
when Mr. Foitbb's name was called, he roae to 
make an explanation of his vote. 

Mr. FOSTER said he should vole in filvor of the 
amendmentjWith the understanding 

Mr. BENTON. You cannot interrupt the call- 
ineof the roll. 

The CHAIR oidled the senator from Tenneasee 
loonier. 

Mr. FOSTER i«ain attempted to explain,. but 
waa overruled by the Chair. 

The amendment of Mr. Abcbbb waa then re- 
jadad, by the following vote: 

TEAS— Maaan. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrica, 
Choate, Cb^ton. Ctfttendan, Dayton, Evaas, Foslsr, Fiaa- 
ois, Huntington, Jamagin, Johnson, Mangum, Bfiller, More. 
■mm, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Bives, Simmons, Upham, 
White, and Woodhndce— M. 

NATS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Athetton, Bag 
by, Baatui, Breaae, Boehaaaa, CoUnitt, Diohinson, Otx, 



nmleU, HaaDogan, Haywood, Henderson, Uoger, Lewis, 
McDofle, Merrick, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, and Woodbury— 3d. 

The queation next rsconed upon Mr. Walkbb's 
ameodmant to the House resolution, and it was 
adopted by the foUowing vote: 

TEAS— Maenra. ABaa, Ashlsy, AteUson, Albsftea, Bag- 



Stofgedn, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbary— 37. 

NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster.Fimocis, 
Huntington, Jainagin, Mangtim, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, 
Phelpa, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Ui>ham, White, and Wood- 
bridge— U. 

No further amendment being ofibred, the )oint 
resolution, thus amended, waa repotted to the Sen- 
aia; and the question being now on eoncomng with 
the ctnnmitlee of the whoM in its amandmenta, 



Mr. BERRIEN said he had no ptower to chanee 
the determination which had been intimated by the 
Senate. He-deaired,by the motion which he wm 
now about to aubmit, metdy to have an oppoitunity 
of expressing his own opinisn of the unconatitulioB- 
•liti^ of the oouise which the Senate was about to 
b^n. 

He deaired. by moving an amendment to the 
amended reaolution, to have an opportonitT of record- 
ing hia vole in favor of the conatitutional power of 
thia government to admit foreign Statea — die tiealT- 
making power. He moved to strike out from the 
4th line of .the 9d aeetion of the amendment, afker 
the virord "eeaaion" the word '-either," and after the 
word "Senate" die worda "by articlea to be sabaiiu 
ted to the two Houaes of Congress as the Prendent 
BM^ direct." 

He waa not going to debate this question. He 
was merely about to state to the Senate the eiounds 
upon which he submitted this motion. In uie die. 
eussion upon this question, senators who were fiivor- 
aUe to these reaolutions nad affirmed their behef 
that Ihia was the proper office of the treaty-making 
power. The reaolutions from the House propose to 
exclude altogether the intervention of that dqiait- 
ment of the government They could not therefore 
find the support of a ma)ority m this body. How 
had a minority been attained' By appeaiiag to 
them alternative resolutions which give to 
the President of the United Slate* the diacra- 
tiooary power to authorize the inlcrventioa. of 
the treaty-making power. And what waa ' the 
condition in which we were about to place our- 
aelvea? thoae, at leaat, who bdieved that ihia was 
the proper office of the treaty-making power? We 
would not adopt the reaolutions from th2 House, be- 
cauae they disaffirm the intervention of the consti- 
tutional department of the government; but we 
would surrendBr our oonatitutioiial rights and coa- 
atitnlional oUigationa to the discretion of the Prer- 
identof the United States. That waa preciady the 
effect of the reaolutiona now about to be adopted. 
Texaa may be introduced into the Union by the 
force and operation of the reaolutions from the 
House, which disregard altoeettier the interventioa 
of the treaty-makiiM; power, out that it shall please 
the {Resident, in deference to our conatitutional aero- 
plea, to call in the intervention of the treaty-making 
power. We are, then ^ obliged by his kind defor- 
enoe to otir aoruplea, content to pass these reaoiu. 
lions. 

He had said that we are about to commit oar 
constitutional obligations to the discretion of the 
Pieiident of the United States: nay, more; we are 
about to look abroad, and commit our conatitutiosol 
ol^galions to the diacrelion of Texas. 

We say first: If the President of the United Stales 
does not choose to interfere, Texaa may be admit- 
ted without the intervention of the treaty-makiDg 
power. If the Preaident ehould choose to interfoie, 
atill, under the first branch of the resolutions, it is in 
the option of Texas to come in. She can aay to 
him: We shall not negotiate with you, Mr. Pres- 
ident, when, under the provisions of your own reso- 
lutions, we an authorized to come in without negt>- 
tiation. 

He had said before, and he repeated it, that he 
aaw loo firm a determination to ■ push this matter u> 
a concluaion to hope for special change; but as thia, 
in all probability, would be the last.public act which 
he ahould have to perform, he denrad to have an 
opportunity of noordiag hja vote in vindication of 
the conalitutlon of hia country. 

Mr. WOODBRIDQE obaerved that it waa not 
his purpose to enter into a diftcuasion of thia sub- 
ject, which had ao laigely engaged the attention of 
the Senate. It had been sufficient for him, from the 
h^nniay, to listen to the expositions of the consti- 
tution, eueited in the course of the debate; and foria 
hia own opinion, aa to the oorractneas of the vote 
which he was about to give, tiut the senator firom 
Kentucky, [Mr. Cbittbhsbn,] in opening hia very 
able aigtunent to-day, admoniahed us dl that oa 
man ahould ahirk behind his own silence, when a 
floeation ao vital aa this was brought befote the 
Senate. He waa not a man to ahirk nrom hia duly; 
but to enter into a discussion of thersaaons which 
iofiuenced him upon this subject, would fioigue the 
Senate moat unnecessarily. He coneientioaaly be- 
lieved the adopticm of the resolutions befote the 
Senate would be one of the moat vital and fiual 
staba that this form of govsmment had ever yet re- 
ceived. We were admonished a few daya ago thai 
aenators were about to yield their viewiB to malien 
«t mere penonal and pofitioal interest Ha would 
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not admit the trutK of an imputation of tbat kind as 
actuating the members of this body. He concurred 
with the senator from Kentucky in the views taken 
by that ^tleman upon this subjecl. He considered 
them fair and rational. 

He (Mr. C.) admonished us that we must look 
through the influence of time, and act like slates- 
men. That gentleman, in a bold, manly, and very 
handsome manner, at once threw himself, Napoleon- 
like, into the midst of battle, and admonished us 
that the next step would be the admission of 
Cuba as a State into this Union. Ih discussing the 
prospect of a war with Great Britain, that gentle- 
man looked forward to future events, with but one 
fear — the deitruction of the constitution, by novel 
and dangerous experiments; and he (Mr. W.) 
hoped other senators would also look forward, and 
lake into consideration the inevitable result of an 
infraction of that sacred instrument. ' 

This constitution was an instrument of equal bal- 
ances. Take away or add one iota, and you de- 
stroy those balances. What was the effect of the 
present resolutions? To destroy the balance of 
power between the Slates, by the admission of a 
foreign terrritory. To acquire Slates out of a coun- 
try separate from this, and throw them into the 
balance. He asked if it was the intention of those 
eminent men who framed the constitution, to give 
to Concreea a power like this. 

Gen,uemeD talked about slavery. It was sufficient 
fbr him to say that, in the non-slaTeholding States, 
they were not political abolitionists, and they were 
disposed still to adhere to the sacred guaranty in 
the constitution. He did not refer to that wild nb- 
olitiooiam which extends to Hfe and praperty, for 
they had as strong a hatred of that as was enter- 
taioed anywhere. But what was asked in these 
resohitions? To give to one section of the Union 
the right to represent and extend this property. 

There was before the Senate, this day, a bifl 

whicbproposed to mi^ an appropriation of some 

1^,000 for the erection of a public building here. 

Of what use was an appropriation Uka that? We 

have no permanent seat of go^Mrnment in this 

Union if these resolutions prevail; for as political 

I power marches southwsst, so our Capitol will march 

southwest. Already it was one-half the distance 

I more from bare to Texas than K was from Missouri. 

I Gentlemen had haanl, during this debate, that each 

I i«preaanlBtiv« or meiober wonM go socoidh^ to 

the inlerssis of his respective section. CouM it be 

I contended, therefore, that we of the non-slaveholding 

States should go so as to vote for a measure which 

I was to destroy all those balances? 

I He did not rise to discuss this matter. He was 

utteriy oppooed to the proposition in any shape 

I which it had hitherto assamed. He rose because 

I he felt the force of the intimation of the senator from 

I Kentucky, that no senator here should withhold the 

I expression of his opinion. 

Mr. BAGBY said that, whatever difficulties 
might might existed in the minds of other senators 
inreg^ to the ollimate determination of this great 
question, humble and limited as were his views, he 
had seen his way clearly and distinctly before him 
from the beginning. He did not deny that, if this 
thing could nave been accomplished in the form of a 
treaty, he should have preferred that form to any and 
to all others. He haa voted for the ratification of 
tlie treaty presented at the last session; but the time 
and opportunity for acquiring it in that way had 
passed by. It was an entire misconception, how- 
ever, (at least so far as he was concerned,^ to sup- 
pose be wss about to repose his constitutional obli- 
gations in the hands of the executive, or any other 
power than that to which he was responsible— God 
alone. 

In the course which he was pursuing, he feared 
no evil, but rested upon the approving voice of a 
quiet conscience, and, he had no doubt, the approba- 
tion of an enlightened constituency. He indicated 
dearly last nipit (which was not the fashion upon 
all occasions here) predsety how far he would go, 
I and how far he wotild not go. He stated then, in 
terms distinct and not to be misunderstood, that this 
was a new case, differing from any of tha authori- 
I ties introduced by his sue friend on the right [Mr. 
, Wauoeb] ip his arnment; and therefore required a 
sew remedy. He distinguished it then, and he dis- 
, tiaguiahed it now, from a case which called for the 

intervention of the treaty-making power. If she 
I were an independon foreign Slate, at the time 
f thu act was to take effect, whatever might 
f be the consequence Id him, that State #hoald not, Dy 
I his vote, h^ve permission to enter this Union; be- 



cause he verily believed that the constitutioh did 
not give power to admit Jbriign States. But the 
novelty of the case consists in this: that, by^ this 
act, she is not to occupy and maintain that poisiiion, 
but to place herself upon the footing of one of the 
States of this Union, and the treaty-making power 
is not necessary in order that this object may be ar- 
ranged and provided for, but can be accomplished 
by cession provided for in the amendment. 

If^ then, Texas was, by the operauon of this act, 
as amended, to be placed on the footing of one of the 
Slates of this Union, provided she assents to its pro- 
visions, it only remains to inquire whether there is 
not a mode in which the whole object cannot be con- 
stitutionally accomplished without the aid of the 
treaty-making power. He thought it could; and 
that the plan proposed in the bill of his honorable 
friend from Missouri was entirely adequate to that 
object. It met with his entire approbation, as he 
had stated last night. He was not, theiefore, re- 
posing confidence in (he President of the United 
States, although he would rest it there with great 
pleasure. He said this now, however, -that if tills 
discretionary power of the President was exer- 
cised in a manner contrary to the constitution, he 
would oppose it. 

Mr. BATES said, if he understood the motion of 
the senator from Georgia, [Mr. Berrien,] it raised 
this precise question— whether Coneress has the 
power to admit a foreign State into this Union? It 
was agreed by all senators, so far aa he knew, that 
if a foreign Slate could be admitted at all, the treaty- 
making power was competent to acquire that terri- 
tory; and it was said by the senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Crittenden] to-day — to which no answer had 
yet been given — that if this power be vested in the 
President of the United States and the Senate, it is 
exclusively a power confided to Ihem. Could the 
framera of the constitution have intended that, with 
the power of ratifying treaties by a vote of two- 
thirds of this boily, Congress should have the same 
po^fer by a naked majority? The amendment of 
-the senator from Georgia decided this question, and 
upon that he was prepared-to vote. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Berrien's 
motion, and decided in the negative— yeas 35, nays 
26, as follows: 

YEAS— MMsn. Archer, Btttes, Bajrsn), Berrien. Cboate, 
Chiyton, Crittenilen, Dayton, Evant, Francis, Huntington, 
Jarna^n, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, Morebead, Pearce, 
Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Upham, White, and Wood- 
bridge — 56. 

NAVS — Messn. Allen, Ashley, AtchisoB, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breei>e, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, 
FairQeld, Hannefan, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Lewis, 
McDulite, Merrick, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, and Woodbury — *J6. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN wished to make a remark 
or two. He would not detain the Senate five min- 
utes. According to the argumenu which gentlemen 
on the other side had urged here, Con^ss haa the 
power to admit new States into the Union, acquiring 
thereby not only the people, but the territory which 
they occupy. It was said that, under the provis- 
ion to admit new States, Congreee can admit foreign 
Slates; and if the argument of the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Hendbrson] was correct, this 
power had been exercised in several instances, and 
North Carolina and Rhode Island were foreign 
Stales, admitted by the same power, and the same 
right, and by the same means, that Texas or Mex- 
ico could be admitted. The gentleman had traced 
the history of their admission; and the Senate had 
learned fVom him that no law was passed for their 
admission — that they merely signified their appro- 
bation of our constitution, elected senators and rep- 
resentatives, who appeared in Congress and took 
their seals, and from that time those States acted as 
portions of our Union. And the ai]^uinent from 
this was, tha^ we may do the same thing in regard 
to Texas. Now, he (Mr. C.) put it to him to say 
of what manner of use was all this legislation upon 
this subject. Ijet Textw make a republican conati- 
tution-4et her appoint senators and lepresentalives, 
— and she has a right to come into this Union, and 
participate in our legislation, and all the affairs of 
the government. This was the argument of the 
senator from Mississippi: North (Suolina was a 
foreign State. Rhode Island was a foreign State. 
Texas cannot be more than a foreign State. This 
was the inference: let Texas just do exactly as they 
did, and the work is complete — the syllogism is per- 
fisct, according to the rules of loeic. The whole 
fallacy of the argument consists in the utter ground- 
lessness of the fact that these two States, North 
Carolina and Rhode Island, were foreign Slates. 



He had omitted these remarks to-day; and he had 
chosen this opportunity to supply them, upon the 
singular position taken by the honorable senator 
from Mississippi. He called his attention now to 
the uselessneas of this legislation on the Bubject 
upon which he [Mr. Henderson] was voting. Let 
Texas read our history, and the history of North 
Carolina and Rhode Island, and just follow in ilieir 
tracks, and her senators and representatives may 
come here and take their seals by our sides. There 
was no occasion for her to ask for any law upon the 
subject — none at all. North Carolina and Rhode 
Island were foreign States — ^Tcxas is a foreign State; 
and all that is necessary for her to do, according to ' 
the honorable senator, is to appoint her senators and 
representatives and coraein at once. He who could 
imagine that North Carolina and Rhode Island were 
foreign Slates, might easily imagine — if his imagi- 
nation was true to itself — that Texas was a domes- 
tic State. To him legislation did not appear at all 
necessary — it would be derogatory to the rights of 
Texas, California, or any other State that had noth- 
ing to do but to send ber senators and representa- 
tives here, and become a member of our Union. 

Mr. HENDERSON said he had no intention of 
entering, at this hour, into the argument of the gen- 
eral question. He wished simply to restate his po- 
sition. He had said that while the constitution 
gave Congress power to admit new States into the 
Union, it prescribed nothing as to the mode and 
manner of^ their admission. Congress was left at 
liberty to prescribe such mode as should suit its own 
views of propriity. When Rhode Island and Nortli 
Carolina were admitted, one of them had positively 
rejected the constitution, and the other had delayed 
to assent to it; but at length both of Ihem did em- 
brace it, and then Ihey were admitted, Mr. H. had 
not said as of rightj but without any other form or 
ceremony of any kind, and their representatives en- 
tered the hall of representatives, and . took their 
seats as members of Congress. He next remarked 
that when Congress received new States, erected 
from territory of our own, it entered into stipula- 
tions with the people of the territory, and prescribed 
conditions on which they should be admitted as a 
State into the Union; but that the representatives of 
Rhode Island and North Carolina had come wilh- 
out terras or forms of any kind. Congress might 
prescribe terms to Texas as she did to other new 
States. Me did not see any inoonsistency in these 
positions with each other. - 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not ri.se to debate 
the question. He had heard some of his respected 
friends on this side of the House, in whose sincerity 
he had the most entire confidence, observe that if 
these resolutions should pass the Senate, the consti- 
tution would receive a mortal stab. If Mr. B. 
thought so, great as was the acquisition we were 
about to make, he should be the last man in exist- 
ence to acquire the richest benefit the world could 
hold out to our grasp at such a price. 

Mr. B. said he might have assumed the privilege 
of reply which belonged to him from the position 
he occupied on the Commiuee on Foreign Rela- 
tions; but he waived it. Not because the argumenls 
on the. other side had not been exceedingly ioge- 
nidus and plauviUe, and urged with gical abiKty; 
but because all the reasoning and ingenuity in the 
worid could not abolish the plain language of the 
constitution, which declared that "new Slates mieht 
be admitted by Coneresa into the Union." Sut 
what new Stales? The convention had answered 
that question in letters of light, by rejecting the pro- 
posed' limitation of this grant which would have 
confined it to Slates lawfully arising within the 
United States. The clause was introduced with this 
limitation, and, after full discussion, it ended in the 
shape it now held, without limitation or resu-iction 
of any kind. This was a hislori-al fact. It could 
not be denied. Planting himself upon that fact, and 
having heard no argument which shook the posi- 
tion—believing, as he most conscientiously did be- 
lieve, that the constitution would not be violated in 
the least by the adoption of the pending resolutions, 
he here entered his solemn protest against the sol- 
emn protests which had been made on the other side, 
and which went almost the length of implying 
that he, and the advocates of these resolutions, 
were knowingly and of design violating the consti^ 
tution and their oaths, to secure a favorite political 
measure. 

This was the greatest public act in which Mr. B. 
had ever had the honor of taking an bumble part: 
he should do it cheerfully, gladly, ^'loriously, be- 
catise be believed that his vote woula confer Ueas- 
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mga innumerable upon his fellow men, now, benoe- 
forward, and forever. 

Mr. BERRIEN said be would not content that 
(hU debate sliould close with the declaration of the 
senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Buciunan,] that 
the convention had not determined the sense of the 
term "new States." 

Mr. BUCHANAN rose to explain. What the 
senator from Pennsylvania did say Was, that at first 
the clause granting power to Congress to admit new 
States into the Union had been confined to States 
arising within the United States; but that afler de- 
bate and a AiU discussion, the constitution was 
adopted with the clause in its present clear unre* 
stricted form, written as in letters of light 

Mr. BERRIEN said that the proposition of the 
senator, as first stated, meant ihuch. Now, it 
meant nothing. At first, he taid the (Question 
"*hat were new States!" was answered by the con- 
vention. It was Upon these words "lawfully aris- 
ing" — ^new States lawfully arising within the United 
States — that that question was decided; and he main- 
tained that it was determined contrary to the prop- 
osition of the senator flrom Pennsylvania. At first 
it was "States lawfully arising;" and the "new" 
was substituted for "lawfully arisine." 

Mr. B. commented on the spee^ of the senator 
from Alabama, [Mr. Bagbt,] who he declared was 
about to commit aa inconsistency in voting for the 
resolution after the declarations he had made. That 
senator had said he could not sustain the House 
resolution; and yet he would vote for a proposition 
in which the President is invested with the power 
of admitting Texas either by treaty or legislation. 
By voting tor this agglomerated resolution now be- 
fore the Senate, the senator would conunit to the 
President all power over the subject. 

Mr. MOREHEAO said there was one view of 
the subjea which he desired to present to the con- 
sideration of the Senate. All admitted the import- 
ance of this question; and he asked that it might be 
settled on the principles upon which the constitution 
was founded. Nothing was more common tium the 
saying that the corutitution was the offspring of 
concession and compromise. Now, upsn the prop- 
osition of the senator from Virginia [Mr. Archer] 
the Senate was equally divided; and when twenty- 
six senators had declared in favor of a propoaition, 
was it not a fair case to indulge conceasionF Why 
rush us on to the accomplishment of an important 
measure, which might he settled hereaAetf Was 
the spirit which gave birth to the constitution no 
longer living? Was the voice of twenty -six sena- 
tors not to be respected? He appealed to this body, 
as members of a common family, not to decide this 
question in this manner, and throw the whole coun- 
try into a slate of excitement. 

Bdr. CRITTENDEN had one remark to make. 
The resolution of the House could not pass the Sen- 
ate: — a majority could not be obtained for it. That 
fact vras acknowledged; and it was found necessary 
to tack on an amendment to help it along. The res- 
olution was about to be passed, not because the Sen- 
ate approved it, but because of the alternative power 
it gave the President to admit Texas by treaty. 
Thus, it would depend on her whether she would be 
admiued acconUng to the terms of the House res- 
olution, against the sense of the Senate, or by 
treaty. 

Mr. FOSTTER said he wished to record his vote 
properiy; and therefore he called for a division of 
the question. H^ had always been in Ihvor.of the 
admission of Texas on proper terms. He believed 
either mode of admission would do; but the terms 
were important If the amendment of the senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. WalkbrI was kept with the 
resolution, he sh< uld be compelled to vote agains 
the whole proposition. 

He believed that amendment had been placed 
there to qualify a great act— placed thereby the 
opponents of the institutions under which he uved, 
and which were guarantied by the constitution. 
He bad no confidence in the North on this subject 
It would crush the South if it could. It had already 
driven us to the borders of a gulf, and it would drive 
us into the briny ocean if it could. He was for 
the Union without Texas, but not for Texas with- 
out the Union. He was willing to vote for the 
House rssolution; but could not vote for it ridden 
down by the amendment which had been appended. 

After some conversation upon a point of order, 
the question was taken upon concurring in the 
amendment adopted by the Senate when in commilr 
teeof the whole (Mr. Walkbk'» proposition.) It 



was decided in the afiSrmative — yeas 27, nays 25, 
as follows: 

Y£AS— MMsn. Allec, Afhls7, Atcbiion, Athvrton, Big. 
by, Benton, Bnem, BucliftnAc, Colquitt. Dickinson, Dut, 
Fajrfleld, Hannegan, Hugor, Johnton, Lewis, McDnffle, 
Merrick, Ntiu, bemple, BeVier, Sturgeon, Tappen, Wallwr, 
anil Woodbury— OT. 

NAYS— Meun. Archer, Barraw, Batei, Bayard, Ber- 
rien. Choate, ClayOtt, Crittenden, Dayton, Etsiu, Foster, 
Francia, Hsnttngton, Jamagin, Mangum, Mllier. More- 
bead. Pearce, Pnelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Upkam, 
Wbite, and Weodbrldge->3i. 

Mr. CftlTTENDBN then moved to strike out 
the whole of the House resolution. He wished to 
make the mode of admission definite, tf it was th« 
intention of Congress to admit Texas by treaty, let 
them say sd; if by resolution, say so; but not leave 
the mode discretionary with the President 

Mr. McDUFFlE inquired if it was in order to 
move to strike out all of the resolution as it came 
from the House. 

The CHAIR said it was, inasmuch as it had not 
yet been paued on by the Senate. 

The question on striking out the House raaolu- 
(ion was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS— Menrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Beirlen, 
Cboate, Clayton, CrittendeolDaytoo, Evans, Francis, Hun- 
tington, Jamagin, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Fearce, 
Fbelps, Porter, Rirrs, Simmons, Upliam, White, and 
Woodbridge— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs. Alien, Asbley, Atchison, Atkerton, Bag- 
by, Beaton, Breese, Buciunan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Foster, Uannagan, Haynood, Henderson, Huger, 
Jobnson,' Lewis, McDume, .Merrick, Niles, Serople, Senor, 
8tnrgeoo,Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury— 98. 

Mr. ARCHER said he could not hope to alter any 
man's vote now. The proposition before the Sen- 
ate had taken a definite form. He, however, de- 
sired the country to know that the object desired by 
senators — the admission of Texas— was to be ac- 
complished in a manner which outraged the consti- 
tution. As the resolution now stood, no one could 
tell who was to exercise the function which was to 
consummate this act — whether it was to be done 
by the executive or the legislature. He was not, 
however, astonished at the mode proposed, when 
he considered the history of a certain class of poli- 
ticians in this coirotry for some years past. In or- 
der to test the sense of the Senate, he would again 
propose the substitute for the House tesoluuon, 
which he had offered in committee of the whole. 

The substitute was then read. (Reported above.) 

Mr HAYWOOD contended that it was not in 
order, because the whole reiolution now consisted 
of what the Senate had acted on. 

The CHAIR ruled it in order. 

Mr. WALKER mentioned a case in point, which 
occurred some years ago. A bill to confine the 
sales of the pubUc lands to actual settlers was before 
the Senate, and the several parts having been passed 
on, the friends of the bill wished to amend it, but 
could not do so. They therefore were compelled 
to refer it to the Committee on Public Lands, m or- 
der to save it 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he knew very little of 
parliamentary law; but what he did know, applied 
to this case exactly. He knew that the reiecuon of 
a proposition to strike out A, and insert B, did not 
exclude a proposition to strike out A, and insert C. 
Therefore lie thought the amendment in order. 

Mr. HAYWOCU) read from Jefierson's Manual, 
to sustain the point of order be had laired. 

The CHAIR overruled the question of order. 

Mr. FOSTER then moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the senator from Virginia, [Mr. Archer,] 
by adding thereto the proviso, which be ofiered in 
committee of the whole to Mr. Walkcr's amend- 
ment, (as reported above.) 

This motion was rejected as follows: 

TEAS — Mestrt.Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Foster, Henderson, Janaagin, Jobnson, 
Mangum, Merrick, Morebead. Pearce, Rives, and Sevier— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs. Alien, Ashley, Atchison, Athertoo, Bag- 
by, Bates, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, ColouiU, 
Inyton. Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Han- 
negan, Haywood, Huger, Huntington, Lewis, McDuffle, 
MiUer, Miles, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham, Walker, 
White, Woodbridge, and Woodbury— 83. 

The question recurring on Mr. Arcber'i prop- 
osition, it was rejected as follows: 

TEAS— Messrs. Archer, Barraw, Bates, Bayanl, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton. Crittenden, Dayton, Evanc, Francis, 
Huntington, Jamagin, Johnson, Mangnm, Miller, More- 
head, Peartse, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Bisunona, ijpbain. 
White, and Woodbridge— 3.J. 

flAYS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Bagby, Benton, Breesse, Buohanan, Colquitt, Diclunson, 
Dix, Faiilleld, Foster, Haimegan, HaywoodJ Henderson, 
Huger, Lewis, MePoffle, Merrick, Niles, Setnpla, Sevier, 
Stuigeon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury— 37. 



Mr. MILLER moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out all after "twolved," and ioaeniug the 
following: 

StUtnadti iyM< Stnal* and Ibu— if R^f>rttetUali—$af 
Ikt UnOtd Statu »/ Jtwmtc* <a Ceofress mwtbM, That 
the President ol the united States be, and he hereby is, aa- 
thorlaed aad advised to open negotlatioiM with Mexico tei 
Texas, fer the adjustoient ef bimiidariea, and the aaaaxa. 
tlon of the latter to the United State*, on the lbll«wisg 
bases, to itlt: 

I. The benndai7 ot vie aminM territory to be in tke 
desert prairie west of the Nueces, sad along the hixfalaiidi 
and mountain heighta which divide the watera at the .Mis- 
sissippi from the wateai of the Bie del Noite, and to latjtade 
forty-two degrees nOrdi. 

U. The people of Texas, hy a legitlaUve act, or by any 
authentic act which sboWs the #111 of Dm aaeJoiKy, to ex- 
press ibeir assent to said annexatioa. 

III. A State, to be called "tie Stalt V Tsros," with booa- 
daries fixed by herself, and an extent oof exceeding that 
of the largest State in the Union, be admitted into the Ckio". 
by virtue of this ar.t, on an eqaal footing with the original 
State*. 

IV. The leoiainder of the annexed territory to be held 
and dMposed of by the United States as one of their Territo- 
ries, and to be called "(Ae SoiilAw<t( Territory.*' 

V. The existence of slavery to be torevcr probibtted ia 
the northern and northwestern part o< said Tenitoty , west 
of the hundredth degree oflongitode west from Greenwich, 
so as to divide, as equally as may tie. the whole of the vi- 
nexed country between uaveholoiog and non-slavebolding 
States. 

VI. The assent of Mexico to be obtained by treaty te such 
annexation and boundary, or to be dispensed with when the 
Congress of the United States may deem such assent to be 
onnecesaaiy. 

VIL Other detaib of the annexation to be adjiuted hy 
treaty, so far as the same may come wUhtu the scope of the 
treaty.making power. 

■ Mr. MILLER said this was the same propoBition 
which was introduced by the seualor from Mioaouh 
[Mr. Bbhtok] last December. 

Mr. BENTON (from his seat) The senator 
from Missouri will vote against it. [Laughter.] 

The pro position having Men read, 
' Mr. MILLER said that the speech delivered by 
the honorable senator had mode a strong impieosion 
upon him, and he hoped the senator would not de- 
stroy his own cliild. • , 

Mr. BENTON (from bis aeot) 1>U kiU it atone 
dead. 

[Qeneral lauchter, with a» attempt at cheering, 
suppressed by uie President] 

The question was token on this proposition, and 
decided m the negative, a> fbllowa: 

YEAS— Meaor*. Archer, Berrien. Choate, Ctiltendeii. 
Dayton, Evans, Fnaci*, MiUer, PheliM, Upham, and Woof- 
bridge— II. 

NAYS— Meaars. Allen, Ashley, Atchison. Atherton, Bag- 
by, Barrow, Benton, Breese, Bncbaiian, Clayton. Colquitt, 
Oickinion, Dix, Fairfield, Footer, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Henderson. Huger, Jamagin, Johnson, Lewis. McDuffle. 
Merrick, Niles, Pearce, IGvas, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury— 83. 

The question recurring on the engrossment of the 
amendment, and ordering the bill to a third reading, 
it was decided as follows; 

TEAS— Messrs. Allan, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bucbanvn, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dtx. 
Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Huger. Jobn- 
aOB, Lewis, MeDudle, Merrick, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury— 37. 

NAYS— Messta. Archer, Banew, Bates, Bayard, Berrien* 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Fran- 
cis, Huntington. Jamagin. Mangum, Miller, .Morehead, 
Fearce, Phelps, Porter, Hives, Simmons. Vpham, White, 
and Woodbridge— !tt. 

Mr. BARROW objected to the third reading at 
this time. 

The CHAIR overruled the objection. 

The resolution was then teed by its title. 

Mr. BARROW in(]aired if it bad been engrosBed. 

The CHAIR said it waa angrossed; and taking 
the resolution <h>m the Secretary, held it up in the 
fooe of the Senate. 

Mr. ARCHER hoped no objection woald be 
made by his friend from Louimana to taking the 
question at this time. They bad fought it manfal- 
1 V, but in vain; and no good could come out of far- 
ther opposition. 

The joint resolution waa then passed, aa fol- 
lows: 

JOINT RESOLUTION declaring the terms on which Con- 
gress will admit Texas into the Union as a State. 

Be it renlved fry the Senate ttni Hatue of JUpretentoHrtt of 
tkt Vmitti States ^Jbmtricit in Cttgreu aurmUei, That 
Congieta doth consent that the territory pioperly isciaded 
witUn, and rigbtfnlly belonging to the reuuDlic of Texas, 
may be erected into a new State, to be caUad the State of 
Tnmt, with a repubUcaa form of government, to be adopted 
by thepeopleoiaaid lepablie, by deputie* in eoavaatta 
assembled, with the consent of the existing govenuneat, ia 
order that the seme may be admitted as one of the States of 
this Union. 

8x0. 3. jlnl ht fitrUer rctefctd, That the foi«going eon- 
sent of Congresaia givea upon the foUowing condiUoa*. 
and with the following guaiantle*. to wit: 
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Fini. Said State to twfonnad, ntl^tto the ■^itutmenl H 
by thi* KO*enuneiitof til qnn^ona orboundarr dut may 
uiM witli other goTenunenU: and the oonititatfoo thereol. 
with the proper eTidence of iti adoption by the people of 
■aid repaDllc of Texaa, fliaU be transmitted to the Praeident 
of the Unitsd States, to be laid before Congreu for it> final 
action, on or belbre the flnt day of January, one thoniaud 
eight hondred and forty -lix. 

Sectitd. Said State, when admitted into the Union, after 
ceding to tlie United Statea all poblic edificee, fortifications, 
barracka, porta and haibora, navy end nary yards, docks., 
magazinae, arma, annaments, and all other pi^perty and 
aieaas pertaining to the public defence, belonging to said re- 
pahllc of Tesaa, shall retain all the publio funds, debts, taxes, 
and does of every kind, which may belong to or be due or ow- 
ing said republic: and shall also retain aU the raeant and nn 
appropriated lands lying within its limtts, to be applied to {lie 
payment of the debta. and Uahilitiea of said republic of 
Texas; and the residue of said lands, after discharging said 
debts and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State may di- 
rect; bat in no erent are said debts and liabilities to become 
a charge upon the gererament of the United States. 

JlUTd. New Stales, of conTenient size, not eaeeeding 
four in nomber, in addition to said State of Texaa, and harioc 
•ulBcient popolation, may hereafter, by the consent of said 
State, be formed out of the territory thereof, which shall 
be entitled to admission under the proTiaions of the federal 
constitution. And such States as may be formed out of that 
portion of said territory l^ing south of thirty-six degrees 
thirty mlnntea north latitude, commonly known as the 
ftlissoari compromise line, shall he admitted into the Union, 
with or without slavery, as the people of each State asking 
sdrolaaion may desire. And in such Slate or Stales aa shall 
be formed out of suid territorv north of said Missouri com- 
promise line, slaverv or involttntary servitude {except for 
crimes) shall be prohibited. 

Sxc. <. Jlnd te Ufm-ihtr remked. That if the President of 
the United States shall, in his Judgment and discretion, 
deem it most advisable, instead or proceeding to submit the 
feregoinc resolution to the republic of Texas, as an orer^ 
ture on the part of the Unitad States for admission, to ne- 
(otiata with that republic, then 

Bt it rtMolctd, That a State, to be formed out of the pres- 
ent republic of Texas, with suitable extent and boundaries, 
and with two representatives In Congress until the next ap- 

Pirtionment of representation, shall be admitted into the 
aion by virtue of this act, on an equal footing with the 
existing States, as soon as the terms and conditions of such 
sdmisslon, and the cession of the remaining Tezian territo- 
ry to the United Statea shall be agreed upon by the govem- 
nenU of Texas and the Unitsd Statea; and the sum of $100,- 
000 is hereby appropriated to defray the expenses of mis- 
sionB and negotiations, te agree upon the terms of said ad- 
mission and cession, either by treaty to be submitted to the 
Senate, or by artiolea to be submitted to the two Houses of 
Congrasa, aa the President may diraet. 

On motion bjr Mr. EVANS, at 9 p. m. the Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

TaoBsoaT, February 27, 1845. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY asked leave to report, from 
the Committee of Commerce, a joint leaolution con- 
cerning the treasury order in relation to the duty on 
coffee. 

Objected to, 

Mr. KENNEDY moved to auapend the rules; 
which motion waa rejected. 

Mr. SUMMERS asked leave to report a bilU 
but objection* being made, the report was not re* 
ceived. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to suspend the rules, in 
order that the House nicht resolve itself into a 
Committae of the Whott on the slate of the 
Unipn; on which motion the vote was— ayes 50, 
noes 90. 

No quorum voting, 

Mr. McKAY moved a call of the Hotise. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, the question was taken, uid 
resulted in the affirmative— yeas 60, nays 56. 

Mr HOPKINS moved that all further proceed- 
ings under the call be suspended, a quorum now be- 
iiigpresent. 

That motion was agreed to. 

HARBOR AND RIVER BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAV, the House r«^y 
•olved itself into Committee of the Whole on the* 
Mate of tbe Union, (Mr. Botd inihe chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priatioiM for certain harbors and rivers. 

Mr. McKAY hoped that bill would be got rid of 
as soon as posattkle, thta the House might proered 
toother business. 

The coimniuee then proceeded to vote on the 
•raeodments which were offered, lltere were great 
DQmbers effiwed for the purpose of making appro- 
priation* for improvements in aa many sections of 
the UnioiK ba t they were all rejected. 

Mr. TIBBATTS now modilSed his substitute by 
offering another for it. 

The reading was called for, and the Clerk read it 
wcordingty. 

Mr. l^BATTt't snbatitute was as foltows: 

n«t th* toUowIng luu ai* hetq^ vgftofMM, e«t of | 



any anappropriated money in the treasury, ftir the fbllowing 
purposes, viz; 

For the continuation of the breakwater structure at Bur- 
liiMpton, on lake Champlain, fifteen thousand dollars; 

ror the continuation of the breakwater structure at Flatts- 
burg, on lake Champlain, ftfleen thousand dollars: 

For the improvement of the harbor at Whitahall, on Lake 
Champlain, five thousand dollars; 

For the improvement of the harbor at Port Ontario, on 
Lake Ontario, ten thousand dollan; 

For thu improvement of the harbor at Oswego, on Lake 
Ontario, twenty-five thousand dollars; 

For the improvement of fiig Sodtu bay, on Lake Ontario, 
five thousand dollars; 

For the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Gene- 
see river, on Lake Ontario, twenty-five thousand dollars; 

Fortheimprovemantofthe hartwr of Saokett's Harbor, 
on Lake Ontario, one thousand dollars: 

For the improvement of the Oak Orchard Harbor, State of 
New York, five thousand dollan; 

For the construction of a dredge boat, for Lake Ontario, 
twenty thousand dollars; 

For repairing the harbor at Bufi'alo, on Lake Erie, and the 
cotttinnatiou af the sea-wall for the pieteotion of the saaie, 
4fty thousand dollars; 

For improving the harbor at Ounklrfc, on Lake Erie, 
twenty thousand dollars; 

For improving the harbor at Erie, on Lake Erie, thirty 
thousand dollars; 

For Improving Grand River harbor, on Lake Erie, ten 
thousand dollars; 

For Improving the harbor at Cleveland, on Lake Erie, 
twenty-five thousand dollars; 

For improving the hartior at Huron, on Lake Erie, five 
thousand dollars; 

For improving the harbor at Sandusky city, en Lake Erie, 
five thousand dollars; 

For improving the River Raisin harbor, on Lake Erie, ten 
thousand dollars; 

For constructing a dredge bosit, to be used on Lake Erie, 
twenty thousand dollars; 

For the improvement of the St. Clair fiats, so called, so 
as to prevent their obstructing the passage of vessels from 
Bufi'alo to the porta on Lake -Michigan, forty thousand dol- 
lars; . 

For improving the Grand River harbor on Lake Michl- 

5 an, as to give protection to vessels sa^g on said lake, ten 
louaand dollars; 

For improving the harbor at the mouth of the Kalama- 
zoo river, on Lake Michigan, so as to give protection to 
the vessels sailing on said lake, ten thousand dollars; 

Forimprovlug the harbor at St Joseph, on Lake Michl* 
gan. ten thousand dollars; 

For improving the harbor at Michigan city, on Lake 
Mtcliigan, twenty-five thousand dollars; 

For the Improvement of Little Fort harbor, on Lake 
Michigan, twelve thousand dollars; 

For improving the hartior at Racine, on Lake Michigan, 
seventeen thousand eight hundred and fifty-two dollars; 

F'or Improving the harbor at Mllwaukie, on Lake .Michi- 
gan, twenty-five thousand dollars; 

F'or ImfMving the harbor at St Loola, fifty thousand dol- 
lars; 

For constructing a breakwater structnre at Stamford 
ledge, Maine, twenty thousand doUare; 

For improving the harlior at Boston, forty thousand dol- 
lars; 

For improving the harbor at Bridgeport, Connecticut, fif- 
teen thousand oollsTS; 

For improving the harbor at Port Jofl'erson |bay. New 
York, five thousand dollan: 

For improving the haiborat Newcastle, Delaware, fifteen 
thousand doUara ; 

For Improving the harbor at Port Penn, Delaware, ten 
thousand dallan ; 

For completing the Delaware breakwater, one hondred 
thousand dallan; 

For Improving the harbor at Baltimore oHy, twenty thou- 
sand dollan; 

For improving Hog Island channel, at Charleston city. 
Sooth Carolina, twenty-five thousand dollan; 

For removing obstructions in the Savannah river, caused 
byth^ sinking of vessels for public reasons during the rev- 
olutionary war, fifty thousano dollan; 

For the improvement of the Ohio river, above the falls, at 
Louisville, one hundred thousand dollan; 

For the Improvement of what la commonly called the In- 
dian chute, in the falls of the Ohio, fifteen thousand dollan. 
if the Secretary at War should deem the same advisable; 

For the improvement of the Ohio river below the falls, at 
LonisviUe, and of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansaa 
riven, two hoadred and forty thousand dollan; 

For surveys that may be necessary by the War Depart- 
ment with a view to Improvemenu for the protection and 
sacurity of the commerce of the country, twenty thousand 
dollan; 

For keeping la repair and extending the public works, 
and removing the obstructions in the Hudson rivf r, be- 
tween the clues of Troy and Albany, and below the latter 
place, to render moie accessible the United States arsenal 
and depot aituated between these cities, one hundred thou- 
sand dollan; 

The sum of five hundred and fifty thousand dollan for 
the purpose of purchasing the residue of the stock held by 
Individuals ft the Louisville and Portland Canal Company, 
and the LonisviUe Dry Deck Company, for the purpose of 
making the same flee from toll, which the Secretary of the 
Traaaury is hereby directed to purchase at the lowest price 
it can bo had: Providtd, That tne whole cost of the pur- 
chaae of the stock in the said Dry Dock Company shall not 
exceed the sum of fifty thousand dollars. Jlndfrniiti fnr- 
titr. That the stock in said Canal Company ahall not ex- 
ceed one hundred and thirty dollan per share. 

For constructing a ship canal round the fitlls of the Sanlt 
St. Mary, the sum of one hundred thousand doltan; 

For continuing the work upon the C:ambari*Dd road 
throof h th* Statea of Ohio, Indmna, and Illinois, in equal 
proportion in e*^ of said States, three hundred thousand 
dolltn; 

For opening a ooBunnniestioo between Albeaarle found 
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and the Atlantic ocean, add the improvement of a harbor 
at, or near. Old Roanoke inlet, on the coast of North Caroli- 
na, fifty thousand dollan; 

For the improvement of the navigation of Newark bay 
and the Passaic river, near Newark, New Jersey, fifteen 
thousand dollan; 

For removing obstructions ftom the mouth of the Sus- 
quehanna river near Havre de Grace, and improving the 
main channel into the Chesapeake bay, twenty thousand 
dollan. 

Which sums of money hereby appropriated for the im- 
pruvemenl of harbon and riven snail be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. A- JOHNSON moved an amendment to the 
amendment of one million for the continuation of 
the Charleston and Cincinnati raitrond, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the president cmd di- 
rectors of said company: rejected. 

Mr. HAMMETT moved on amendment to the 
amendment to appropriate $10,000 for the survey 
and improvement in the irapids of the Pass Chris- 
tian in. the Gulf of Mexico, near the State of Mi*sia- 
sippi: rejected. 

Mr. CATLIN moved an amendment to the 
amendment of 410,000 for the continuation of the 
improvement ofthe navigation of Ihc Thames river, 
NewfLondon harbor, Connecticut: rejected. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved an amendment to the 
amendment of 1100,000 for the continuation of im- 
provements in the Tennessee river: rejected. 

Mr. McClelland moved an amendment to 
the substitute amendment of Mr. Tibbatts, to 
strike out all said substitute except the first clause 
and insert in lieu thereof the bill of the House No. 
543 for the improvement of harbors with the addi- 
tion of a sincle item of appropriation. 

Mr. THOMPSON raised a point of order against 
the amendment; which, aAer some conversation, 
was overruled. 

The amendment thus being decided in order, the 
question was taken, and the amendment was re- 
jected. 

RAILROAD TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 
Mr. PRATT moved an amendment of $10,000, 
to be expended under the direction ofthe Sct^tary 
of War for the survey of a railroad from Lake 
Michinm to the South pats of the Stony mounuiins: 
rejectM. 

MARINE HOSPITALS. 

Mr. E. D. POTTER moved an amendment to the 
amendment appropriating for (he erection of a ma- 
rine hospital at Cleveland, Ohio, $15,000; a marine 
hospital at Louisville, Kentucky, $15,000; and a 
marine hovpital at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, $15,- 
000 — all these sums to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War. The amendment was 
rejected. 

AERONAUTICAL EXPEDITION. 

Mr. A. JOHNSON moved an amendment to 
the amendment, appropriating for the constiuction 
of an atmospheric railroad from Schuylerville, Vir- 
ginia, to NaahviUe, Tennessee, $3,500,000. 

The House preferring to remain quietly on terra 
fixma, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CAUSIN moved an amendment to the 
amendment o( $30,000 for a free bridge across the 
eastern branch of the Potomac at Washington: re- 
jected. 

The question recurriijig on the substitute amend- 
ment of Mr. Tibbatts, it was uken by tellers, <md 
decided in the affirmative — ayes 85, noes 35. 

So the substitute for the bill was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. TH0MAS80N, the coromiu 
mittee rose and repoitad the bQi to the House. 

The question being on concurring in the amend- 
ments of the Comimttee of the Whole on the stale 
of the Union, 

Mr. THOMASSQN moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

Mr. BELSER moved to lay the bill on the table; 
and on this motion asked the yeas and najra; which 
were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the vole stood — 
yeas 60, oaya 97, aa follows: 

TEAS— Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Atltinson 
Bayly, Belser, Benton, James A. Black, Blsckvell, Boyd, 
Bnogie, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Caldwell, 
Campbell, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chap- 
I, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cranston, Cross, CuUom, Daniel, 



Richard D. Davis, Dellet, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Farlee, 
Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammatt Haialson, Henley, Hoge, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Babbell, Bunjerford^ Cave 



Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston 
— ~- ■ ■ • • - - • • ■ •,^aieaM, Lumpkin, 

, Isaac £. Moiae, 



King, Kirkpotrlek, Labraaeha, Leonard, Lucas, Lompkln, 

aelay, MoClamand, MoConneU, McKay, 1 
Norris, Parmenter, Peyton, Ellsha B. Potter, Emery D. 



Maeli 



Potter, Pordy, David S. Raid, Bitter, Roberts, Russell, 
Saoadecs, Tboaws H. SsyaMur, Stepson, SUdsll, ^pence. 
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John Stewart, 8tile<i Strong, Ttylor, Thampun, Tuokx r, 
WiUiami, Woodward, and Yoit— So. 

NATS—M««ra. Abbot, Ashs, Baker, Barnard, Bowlin, 
Briiikeilioff, Milton Brown, WiUJam J. Brown, Jeramiah 
Brown, Bufflogton, Jeremiah K. Carjr, CairoU, Clinch, 
Clingman, Collamer, Darrash. Oarrett Davis, John W. 
DaTU, Dean, Dickejr, Ellis, Elmer, Fiih, Florence, Foot, 
Foater, French, Giddings, \Villis Orefn, Bynun Oreen, 
OrinneU, Grider, Edward 8. Hamlin, Haiiier, Heirick, 
Hudson, Hughes, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles 
J. IngexaoU, IrrlQ, Jenke, Ferley B. Johnson, AjKlrew Ken- 
nedv.Jobn P. Kenned}'. Daniel P. King, Lyon, McCauslen, 
McClelland, McDowell, .Mcllvaioe, Marsh, Eldward J. Mor- 
ris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseiey, Paterson, 
Psttit, Fhcenix, Pellqck, Pratt, Preston, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Charles M. Reed, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, 
St. John, Sample, Schenck, David L. Seymour, Simons, 
Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod. Andrew Stewart, Alfred P. 
Stone, Sykes, Thomasion. TibbatU, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
Vanmeter, Vinton, Weller, Wentwortb, Wethered, John 
White, Beqjamin White, Winthtop, William Wright, 
and Joseph A. Wright— ST. .. 

So the bill wqs not laid on the table. 

The question rocurring on ordering the main 
queation, 

Mr. BELSER said he was satisfied the House 
would like to know the amount appropriated, and 
the objects appropriated for. He desired to have 
the amendment reM. 

Cries of "Order ! order ! !" 

The SPEAKER directed the amendment to be 
read; and U was read accordingly. 

The main paestion was then ordered without a 
division. 

The main qoeation — viz. on agreeing to the 
amendment of tha Committee of the WhoI&— being 
put, 

Mr. G. W. JONES called for a division of the 
question, so that the vote might be taken on each 
proposition separately, and that each might stand or 
&n on its own merits. 

The CHAIR decided that the question was not 
divisibU. 

Mr. G. W. JONES appealed from that decision, 
but, on the reading of the rule, withdrew his ap- 
peal. 

After a conversation between Mr. THOMPSON 
and the SPEAKER, the yeas and nays were taken 
oo concurring with the amendments or the commit- 
tee, and resulted — yeas 89, nays 96, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, A'lams, Baker, Barnard, Bow- 
lin, BriakeriiaS', William J. Brown, Jeremiah Biewn, Buf- 
' flngton, Jeremiah E. Caiy, Carroll, Cliilton, Clinch, Cling- 
man, Dana, Darragh, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Dickey, 
Doaelaaa, Oanlap, Elmer, FieMin, Fish, Florence, French, 
Giddings, B. Green, Grider, £. S. Haatlin, Hardin, Harper, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt,James B.Hunt, Charles J. luger- 
soil, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, P. B. Johnson, A. Kennedy, 
John P. Kennedy ,'D. P. King, Lyon, McCauslen, McClelland, 
Mellvaine, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. 
Morae, Uoaeley, Owen, Paterson, Phoenix, Pollock, Pratt, 
Preston, Ramsey, Rayner, Charies M. Reed, Robinson, 
Bockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, David L. Sey- 
mour, Simons, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Andrew Stewart. 
Sykes, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Van- 
meter, Vinton. Waller, Wentworth, Wethered, John White 
Winthrop, William Wright, and Joseph A. Wright— SB. 

NAYS— Messrs. Anderson, Arrlngtoa, Ashe, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, James A. 
Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Brengle, Brodhetd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, CaldweU, Campbell, Catlin, 
Benben Cfatpman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Clin- 
ton, Cobb, Coka, Collamer, CuUnm, Daniel, Richard D. 
Oaris, Dawson, Dean, Dellet, Dillingham, Dromgoole 
Foot, Foater, Fuller, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammetl, 
Haialsoa, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hubard, Hubboll, Hungerford, C. Johnaon, A. Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin^ 
Maclay, McClomand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 
Marsh, Isaac E. Morse, Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Payne, 
Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Purdy. Rathbun, David 5. Reid 
Reding, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, St. John, Saunders, 
Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, Sneoce, Stetson, 
John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Strong, Taylor, Thompson, Tucker, Benjamin White, 
Woodward, and Yost— 96. 

8o the amendment was not concurred in. 

The question then recurred on the amendmenu 
agreed to before the substitute of Mr. Tibsatts was 
proposed. 

After some conversation on points of order, the 
question was taken on the first amendment, which 
appropriates |100,000 for a ship cetnal round the 
falls of Sault Sl Mary; and resulted — yeas 78, nays 
88. So the amendment was rejected. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The next amendment, appropriating for continu- 
ing the work on the Cumberland road through the 
Slatesof Ohio, Indianr, iwd Illinois, (equal propor- 
tions in each State,) |300,000, being under consid- 
eratioo, the veas and nays were asked, and ordered; 
and being taken, resulted— yeas 67, nays 79, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Msasn. 4bb«t, Adaau, Btcnaid, Brodhaad, 



William J. Brown, BulBngton, Carroll, Chilton, John W. 
Davis, Dean, Dickey, Douglass, Ellis, Elmer, Ficklin, Fish, 
Flomnce, Giddings, Edward 8. Uamlia, Hardin, Harper, 
Hays, Henley, Hoge, Hudson, Waahington Hunt, Charles 
J. IngersoU, Jameson, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Kenne- 
dy, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, MoCauslen, Mc- 
Clelland, McClemand, McDowell, Mcllraine, Edward J. 
Morris, Joseph Morris, Moseiey, Owen, Pettit. Phcsnii, Pol- 
look, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. FoUer, Relfe, Rockwell, 
Rogers, St. John, Sample, Schenck, David L. Seymour, 
Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
Andrew Stewart, Alfred P. Stone, Sykes, Thomasson, Tib- 
batts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Weller, 
Wentworth, Wethered. John White, Winthrop, William 
Wright, and Joseph A. Wright— 67. 

NAYS— Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Belser, • Benton, 
Bidlack, Blackwell, Boyd, Brengle, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, 
Campbell, CAriienter, Jeremiah E. Carey, Renbeo Chap- 
man, Augustus .<. Chapman, C^happell, Cobb. Coles, Colla- 
mer, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Dartagh, Richard D. Davis, 
Dawson. Dellet, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Foot, Foster, 
French, Fuller, Byram Green, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, 
Hammett. Haralson, Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B.Hunt, Cave John- 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Praston King, 
Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maelay, McConnell. McKay, 
Manh, Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Payne, Purdy, Ratn- 
bnn. David a Reid, Reding, Rhetl, Ritter, Roberta. Rob 
inson, Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, Spence, 
SteUon, John Stewart, Stiles, Strong. Taylor, Tucker. 
Wkeaton, BeiuanUn White, Williams, Woodward, and 
Yost— 7il. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The next amendment was as follows: 

For opening a communication between Albemarle sound 
and the Atlantic ocean, and the improvement of the harbor 
near Roanoke inlet on the roast of North Carolina, under 
the superintendence and direction of the Secretary of War, 

$io«,ooe. 

And the yeas and nays being called for and order- 
ed, the question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative — yeas 53, nays 109, as follows: 

YEAS — Messn. Abbot, Adams, Arrington, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Jeremiah Brown, Bufflngton, Chilton, 
Clinch, Clingman, Deherry , Dickey, Fish, Florence, Edward 
S. Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, 
Charles J. IngersoU, Irvm, Jameson, Perley B. Johnson, 
Daniel P. King, McClelland, McClemand, Mellvaine, Marsh, 
Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseiey, Phtenix, 
Ramsey, Rayner, Charles M. Reed, David S. Reid, Rock- 
well, Rogers, Saunders, Schenck, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, 
Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Via- 
t«n, Wethered, John White, WiUiam Wright, and Jaieiih 
A. Wright— 4». 

NAYS— Messrs. Atkinson, Belser, Benton, Edward J. 
Black, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Brengle, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, William J. 
Brown, Burke. Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Carpenter, Jere- 
miah E. Cary, Reuben Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Collamer, 
Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Dellet, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dunlapi 
Farlee, Ficklin. Foster, French, Fuller, Byram Green, Grin- 
nell. Hale. Hannibal Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hays, 
Henley, Herrick, Hoge. Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hub- 
bell. Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Cave Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, Kitkpatrick, La- 
branche. Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, 
McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Joseph Morris, Isaac E. 
Morse, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettiti 
Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Reding, Kelle, Rhett, Ritter, 
Roberts, Robinson, Russell, Sample, Thomas H. Seymour, 
Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. 
Stone, Strong, Sykes. Thompson, Tueker, Weller, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, Beqjamin White, Winthrop, Woodward 
and Yost— 109. 

Mr. FOOT moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
by which the substitute of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. TiBBATTjJ was rejected. 

Mr. CALEB B SMITH moved a call of the 
House. . 

Mr, HAMMETl' asked if the gentleman from 
Vermont [Mr. Poor] voted with the majority. 

Mr. FOOT replied that he did. 

Mr. HAMLIN raised the point of order that the 
reconsideration moved by th^ gentleman from Ver- 
mont was notinorderwithout reconsidering all the 
votes since taken. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order of Mr. 
Hamlik. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to lay the motion for re- 
consideration on the table. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE raised the following point of 
order: The previous question not being yet exhaust- 
ed, it was not in order to entertain a motion, for a 
call of the House or reconsideration. .» 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion for a call 
of the House was not in order, but that the motion 
for reconsideration was. 

Mr. McKAY called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and the question being put on laying 
the motion for reconsideration on tne table, it was 
decided in the affirmative — yeas 96, nays 84. 

The question then recurred on the engrossment 
of the bill. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
thus — yeas 87, naya 91: 



YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adanu, Bsher, Barnard, lov- 
lin. Brengle, Jeremiah Brown, t^arpeater, Jeremiah E 
Cary, Camll, ChUton, CUnek. Dana, Daria^, Oanttt 
Davii, Ricluurd D. Davis, Dean, DUkir. booglass. £lhi, 
Elmer, Farlee, Fiah, Foot, Fo(tar,Fi«asb,FaUer.GHMiag>, 
Byram Green, Orinnell, EdwaKd 8. Hamlin, Hardin, Bai- 

ger, Henley, Hubbell, Hudson, Washington Ham, Janes 
. Hunt, Charles J. IngersoU, Irvin, JamwoB, Jeaks. 
P. B. Johnson, John P. Kensedf , Daniel P- King, Ljoi, 
McCauslen, McClelland, McDowell, Mellvaine, Mank. 
Joaaph Morris, Moseiey, Phonix, Pollock, Elisha B- FM 
ter, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Bathbun. Charles M. Rm). 
ReUe. Robinson, Rockwell, R«gers, Rnaaell, 81. Jolu, 
Sample, David L. Seymour, AlbeM Smith, Tlomas Sailk, 
Spence, Steenrod, Stetson, Bykac, Tbonaxaon, TiUniK. 
Tilden, Tyler, Vanmeter. Vinton, Wentworth, Wethered, 
Wheaton, John While, Winthrop, WlBtam Wricht, aad 
Joseph A. Wright— 87. 

NAYS— Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Bairinger, Bayly, 
Belser, Benton, Edward J. Black, James Black, Jasoes A. 
Black, Blackwell. Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brawn. Wit- 
liam J. Brown, Burke, Bnrt, Caldwell, Campbell, CstUa. 
Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell. Clin- 
ton, Cobb, Coles. Cranston, Cullom, Daniel, John W. Oavii. 
Dawson, Oeberry, Dellet, Dillingtiam, Dromgoole, Ficklm. 
Florence, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin. Hammett, Haialioe. 
Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hnbsvd. Cave Jobnssr.. 
Andrew Johnson, George W, Jones. Andrew Kexmedv, 
Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maolay, McCln- 
nand, McConnell, McKay, Isaac E. Morse, Newton, Nor- 
ris. Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Rayner, David S. Raid. 
Reding, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Rodney. Saundera, Schenck, 
Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Caleb B. Suid), 
Robert Smith, John Stewart, Stiles, Alfred P. Stanr 
Strong, Taylor, Thompson, Tucker, Vance, Weller, Ben- 
jamin While, Williams, Woodward, Yancey, and Yost-Sl. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to reconsider the 
vote, and on this demanded the previous queatioo. 

The yeas and naVs were asked. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved a caH of the House. 

Mr. HALE moved to lay on the table the motioii 
to reconsider; and on this called the yeas and nays. 

The motion for a oall of the House being first in 
order, 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked' the yeas and nays there- 
on; which were ordered, and being taken, resulid 
yeas 59, nays 109- 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The question recurring on laying on the table the 
motion to reconsider, 

The yeas and nays having been refused, waa takes 
by tellers, and decided in the negative — m.yta'1, 
noes 93. 

So die House refused to lay on the table. 

Tha question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, it was seoonded, and the nuuc 
question was ordered; which beingOD the reeoraai- 
eration of the vote, was taken — the yeaa and nsys 
having been ordered at the demand of Mr. Ho^ 
KtNa — and decided in the affirmative— yeas KB, 
nays 77. 

So the House agreed to reconsider the question. 

Mr. STEENROD offered the following ameml- 
ment: 

Be it enacUi by tki Sntate tnd Bnut of Rtpmtntatira tj 
Ikt Vnitei Statu tf jHuriea hs Crafrsss auttMri, Tks: 
the sum of $76,000 be, and the same is hereby . appropriaii'^ 
for the Ipurpose of continuing the Cumberland row), in ths 
State otOhio; that the sum of $7ft,00a be. and the same i> 
hereby, appropriated for the ]>urpose of continning tfe 
Cumlwrluul load in the State of Indiana; and that the asm 
of $7A,600 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated for ikr 

Burpose of continuing the Cumberland road, in the Staff cf 
linois; which sevenu sums shall be paid out of any money 
in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 3. ..tful it it Jarlher snartrif. That the Secretaiy M 
War be, and be is hereby, empowered and directed to caose 
a bridge to be built across the rive Ohio, so as to extend ih^ 
Cnmberland road at Wheeling, in the State of Virginia, Ic 
the SUte of Ohio. 

"Sec. 6. JM 6e it furtlter enactni. That for the oonsliw- 
tion of said bridge in pert, there is hereby appropriated the 
sum of $30,000. to be paid as required in the constrncTioB 
thereof out of any money in the treasury *not other«it« 
appropriated: Prondcd, linmer. That the said bridge shsll 
be so contructed as to admit at all times, without obstnc- 
tion or delay, of the safe and easy paasage of steamboan 
of thsflargest dlmenaioaa. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether it was not 
the same amendment thtU was recently rejected. 

The CHAIR said it was not. 

The amendment being read, 

Mr. STEENROD moved the previous question. 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked the gentleman to with- 
draw his call for the previous question, to allow him 
to offer the same amendment that ,he hiul offered be- 
fore, so modified as to reduce the appropriatioa (m 
the Louisville and Portlaod canal to #350,000, and 
for the Cumberland road to |75,000 m each Slate. 

Mr. STEENROD declined, and 

The question being taken on seconding the pr«- 
vious question, it was decided in the negative— aya 
65, noes 85. 

So there wa s no second. 

Mr. TIBBATTS then offered (he same amen^ 
ment, which he had previously offered, and whici 
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waa rejected, with the modifications itattd by 
him. 

Mr. McClelland moTcd the prerious qaes- 
tion, which 'itbs seconded, and the main question 
ordered. 

The main question was then put on Mr. Tib- 
BATTs's amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. COBB called for the Teas and nays; and 
they were ordered, and resulted thus — yeas 85, nays 
86, as foll<7W9: 

YEAS— Menn. Abbot, Adami, Baker, Barhard, Bowlio, 
William J. "Brown, Jerenilah Brown, Bufliagton, Jeremiah 
Z.CUJ, Carroll, Chilton, Cramton, Bana, Darragta, Gar- 
rett DaTi*. Dickey, Donglaw. £IIU, Ebncr, Ficklin, Fiah, 
Florence, Foot, Foiter, Fiei>cfar,Giil<Uiiga, Orinnell, Urider, 
Edward 8. Uamlin, Hardia, Harper, Henley, Hudion, Waah- 
ington Huut, Janes B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingerfioll. Jainecon, 
Jenka. Perley B. Johnion, Andtew Kennedy, John P. Ken- 
nedy. Lyon, MoCaualen, McClelland, Mcllvaine, Marah, Kd- 
ward J. Morria, Joaeph Morria, Freeaoan H. Morae. Moaeley, 
Owen, Pateraon, Phccsix, Pollock, Eliaha B. Potter, Pratt, 
Preaton, Ramsey, Rayner. Cbarlea M. Reed, Relfe, Rodney, 
Rogers, Sample, Scheuck, DaTid L- Seyroonr, Hiinona, Al- 
bert Smith, Thomai Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, 
Andrew Stewart, Thoroaaion, Tibhatti, Tilden, Tyler. 
Vauce, Vanineter, Vinton, Wentwortb, Wethered, John 
White, Wlnihrop, WUliam Wright, and Joaeph A- Wright- 
Si. 

NATS — Meaara. Arrinvton, AtUnaon, Barringer, Bayly, 
Belaer, Benton, Edward J. Black, Jamea Black, Jamea A. 
Black, Boyd, Brengle, Brodhead, Aaron Y. Brown, Mil- 
ton Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Can>enter, 
Reoben Chapman, Auguitna A. Chapman, Chappell, Clin* 
ton, Cobb, Colei, Gollainer, Cullom, Daniel, Kichard D. 
Davis, John W. Davia, Dean, Deberry, Dromgoole, Dun- 
can, Fuller, Byiam Oreen, Hale, Hamaaett, Harelion, 
Hays, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, 
CaTB Jobnaon, Andraw Johnaon, George W. Jones, 
Pre«ton King, Labrancbe, Luoas, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mc- 
Ciemiind, McConnell, McDowell, MeKav, Isaac E.Morse, 
Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Payne, Puroy, David 9. Heid, 
Reding, lUiett, Bitter, Saunders. Thomas H. Seymour, Sli- 
dcll, John T- Smith, Spence, Steenrod, Htetaon, John Stew- 
art, Slllea, Alfred P. Stone, Taylor. Thompson, Tucker, 
Weller, Williams, Woodward, and V^st-eS. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The question then recurred on Mr. SmnaoD's 
amendment, which he modified by reducing the ap^ 
propriation for the Cumberland road to |75,0OO. 

The Clerk read the amendment, at the request of 
seTeral members. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR called for the yeas and 
nayp; and they were ordered, and resulted thus — 
yeas 78, nays 81. 

So the first branch of the omeodment was re- 
jected. 

Th« question recnnring on the second divisiow of 
the amendment, 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS rose to a privileged oueiition. 
He moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
TasATTs] had just been rejected; and on this de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 

Mr- HOUSTON moved'to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table; and on this called the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the rote stood — 
yeas 68, nays 83. 

So the motion to reconsider was not laid on the 
table. 

The question recurring on the motion for recon- 
sideration, 

Mr. HAMMETT moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr McKAY called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and the question being taken, result- 
ed in — yeas 63, nays 84. 

So the House refused to adjodm. 

[Pending tbft above call, Mr. HAMMETT asked ■ 
the unanimous consent of the House to suspend the 
call, and take a recess till 6 o'clock, but this was 
not agreed to. 
It was then a quarter past four.] 
Afler the above vole was announced, 
Mr. Mr.KAY proposed, by general consent, that 
the House take a recess till six o'clock. 
Objections being made, 

Mr. JAMESON moved to suspend the rules; but 
the CHAIR said the motion was not in order. 

The question was then put on the motion to re- 
consider, and decided in toe affirmative — yeas 84, 
nays 78. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment. 
Mr. McClelland called for a division. 
The SPEAKER proposed the question on the 
first division ac cord ingly. 

Mr. TIBBATTS appealed from the decision of 
the chair, for he contended that the amendment was 
not divisible. ' 



On the appeal the House sustained the decision of 
the chair. 

The SPEAKER again stated the question on 
the first branch of the amendment; which was the 
appropriation of $15,000 for the breakwater on Lake 
Cbamplain. 

The yeas and nays were called for, and ordered. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved an adjournment, on 
which the yeas and nays were called for, but not 
odered. 

Tellers ware then called for and ordered; and 
Messrs. A. P. Stone and Winthrof were appoint- 
ed, and they reported 99 in the affirmative, and 46 
in the negetive. 

So the House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By D. L. SEYMOXnt: The petition of the inhabitants of 
Rensselaer and Washington counties, in the State o( New 
York, praying the passage of a law reducing the rates of 



By Mr. TYLER: The petition of Austin Smith and others, 
of Chautatiga county. New York, praying for a reduction 
of the rates of postages. 

By Mr ROCKWEELL: The petition of n citizens of 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, for reduction of postages. 

By Mr. CATLIN; The memorial of Jeremiah Day and 
W others, editors and authors, in the city of New Haven, 
Connecticut, praying that magazines ana periodicals may 
be placed on the same footing with newspapers, with respect 
to mail privileges: referred to the committee on the Post 
0«ce and Post lloads. Also, the memorial of W. Wood- 
ruft' and 46 others, citizens of Litchfield county, Cotmecti. 
cut, upon the subject of postage, and the franking privilege; 
referred to the same committee. Also the memorial of 
George Culver and lOS others, citizens of Norwich, Conn, 
upon the same subject; referred to the same commltte. 
Also, the memorial of William H. Cait and 113 others, cit- 
izens of Norwich, Connecticut, upon the same subject: re- 
ferred to the same committee. Also, the memorial of E. E. 
Pritchard and 43 others, citizens of Conneeticnt, praying 
that Canada may be immediately and unconditionally an 
nexed to the Union: referred to uie Committee on Foreign 
Affair*. 



IN SENATE. 
Fbidat, February 28, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT pro lem. laid before the Senate 
a communication fh)m the Treasury Department, 
transmitting the report of the superintendent for 
constructing a standard of weights and measures; 
which, on moUon of Mr. HUNTINGTON, was 
ordered to be printed, with 200 copies, in addition 
to the usual qiianiity, for the use of the office of the 
superintendent. 

Also laid before the Senate a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting, in com- 
plianee with a resolution of the Senate, a synopticat 
index of all the instructions given by the Treasury 
Departmem, in relation to the revenue laws; which, 
on motion of Mr. EVANS, was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also a mes«ig;e fi-om the President of the United 
States, transmitting a communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, enclosing a report from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, giving; in- 
formation relative to the reserved mineral lands iib 
the Stale of Illinois: ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, the message of the 
President Of the United States, accompanied by doc- 
umenU relative to the operations of (he United 
States squadron on the west coast of Africa, was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented several memorials 
firom citizens of Seneca cpunty. New York, praying 
for the immediate annexation of Texas to the Uni- 
ted Stales, and the occupation of the whole of Ore- 
gon: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Wyoming Valley, Pennsylvania, praying the 
passage of'^the jomt resolution for the relief of Fran- 
ces Slocum, 01 llie Miami tribe of Indians; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian AfTaira. 

Mr- DIX presented a petition from 29 citizens of 
New York, praying that measures may be taken for 
the acquisition of Canada by the United Slates: or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Pensions, re- 
ported back without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it be indefinitely postponed, the bill 
from the House for the relief of*^ George Wenlling. 

On motion of Mr. ASHLEY, it was 

Rtflrrd, That 90,600 copies of the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents (amilUng the list of patenU) in addition to 
those heretofore ordered, lie printed for the nse dl the Seik. 
tie. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, leave was granted to 



withdraw from the files the papers of Holly Roper, 
of Belmont county, Ohio. 

Several adverse reports of the standing commit- 
tees, on priva:e claims, were concurred in by the 
Senate. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, leave wasgranted 
to withdraw from the files the papers of Wm. W. 
China. 

Mr. CHOATE presented the petition of the heirs- 
at-law of John Manning, deceased, for indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800: ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The fallowing bills were then read the third time 
and passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Putney and Riddle. 

The bill fbr the relief of Reuben Gentry, and 
others; and the bill for the relief of William Hen- 
son. 

The engrossed bill entitled An act to enable the 
Chickasaw nation of Indians to try the validity of 
tlieir claims in the courts of the United Slates, waa 
read the third time; and, the question being, "Shall 
it pass?" — 

Mr. JARNAGIN opposed the pasmge of the 
bill, on the ground that it would exhaust all the in- 
terest due those Indians, which has accrued on their 
fund held in trust by the United Stalest, in feeing at- 
torneys in the District of Columbia to prosecute 
their claims before the distria and Supreme Courts. 

Messrs. FOSTER, WALKER, and BERRIEN 
advocated the passage of the bill, on the ground that 
it would enable those poor Indians lo get that jus- 
lice before the courts wnich was denied them by the 
uirday tK^on of Congress; and on the ground that 
the passage of the bill was desired by the whole 
Chickasaw nation, who had sent an agent on hers to 
press it upon the consideration of Congress. 

The (piestion waa taken, and the bill waa passed 
by yeas 18, nays IS, as folk>ws: 

YEAS— Messrs. Aroher, Ashley, Alhsrlon, Banow, Ber- 
rien. Breese, Boehsnan, Choate, Colquitt, DlckinssD, Foa- 
ter, Hannegao, Henderson, Johnson, Porter, Sturgeon, 
Walker, and Woodbury— IB. 

NAYS— Massn. Allen, Atchison, Bagbr, Bates, Bayard, 
Benton, Evans, Jamagin. McDuflle, Aulfer, NUes, Fesree, 
Sempla, Tappan, and White— U. 

Mr. ARCH BR, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill from 
the House entitled an act r^;tilating commercial in- 
tercoiu-ae with the island of Miguelon and St. 
Pierre. 

iir. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the joint resolution 
from the House directing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, whenever any State shall have Men or may be 
in default for the payment of interest or principal 
on investments in its slocks or bonds held by the 
United States in trust, to retain certain moneys to 
which such Slate is entitled for the purposes therein 
named. 

On moUon by Mr. JOHNSON, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill for the relief of 
the State of Michigan and certain railroad compa- 
nies — that is, by extending the time allowed to 
them to lay down certain railroad iron, which they 
were heretofore authorized to import free of duty. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, Mr. 
STURGEON demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would make no 
speech against the bill, merely to save the time of the 
Senate. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
passed by yeas S3, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, Col- 
quitt, Crittenden, Evans, Foster, Francis, Henderson, Hu* 
fer, Johnson, McDuffle, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Semple, 
iromons, Upbam, White, Wpodbridge, and Woodbory— 
33. 
NAYS— Messrs Allen, Ashley, Atchison.'Atherton, Bagby, 
Benton, Buchanan, Dayton, Dickinson, Dlx, Fairfield, Han- 
negan, Haywood, Miller, Niles, Peane, Stotgron, ano'Tlp- 
pan— 18. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to, viz: 



Rtiotvti, That the Secretary of the Tressurr be directed 
to report to the Senate, at the next session ol Congress, the 
nnnber of tho pre-omptien land daiins in the State of Loais* 
isna, for which psttaots cannot lie issued on aeeonnt of the 
Irregularities in the entries, or from other causes, and a 
plan for their a4justment. 

Mr. EVANS then called for the orders of the 
dav. 

Mr. ALLEN desited to bring on action upon the 
bill for the admisuon of the States of Iowa and 
Florida. He therefore taoved to take up that bill, 
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as be did not believe that niuch timewooldbe con- 
auraed upon it. 

Mr. EVANS aaidtbat (he orders of the day took 
precedence. 

Mr. ALLEN said be would therefore move to 
postpone the orders of the day, and take up House 
bill 497, "An act for the Qdmission of the States of 
Iowa and Florida into the Union." 

Mr. EVANS opposed that motion, and said that 
it was important to act upon tha appropriation bill. 
All who were conversant with the business of Con- 
gress knew how difficult it was to eet an appropria- 
tion but through when there was disagreement be- 
tween the two Houses. 

Mr. McDUFFIE asked for the yeas and nays; 
wbidi were taken, and- resulted as follows: 

TEAS— MetKn. Allen, Athltj, Atchiion, Atherton, Bag- 
ty, Bcn'on, Breete, Jtorhanan, Colquitt, Bickiniou, Dix, 
Fairfield, Hannrgan, Haywood, Huger, McDuffle, Nilea, 
Bemple. Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Wood- 
bury— OT. 

NAYS— Meun. Archer, Barrow, Batei, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evani, Foster, Fran- 
cis, Henderson, Huntington. Jamagin. Johnion, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce. I helpi, Porter, gimmnns, Upnam, 
White, and Woodbridge—iW. 

So the Senate refused to take up the bill for the 
admission of Iowa and Florida. 

Mr. BREESE presented a report in reply to a 
resolution of the Senate on the subject of mineral 
lands, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the bill on the 
5th page, 1 17th line, by mserting an appropriation 
of |3000 "for contingent expenses in relation to 
loans." 

Mr. WOODBURY wished to know what the ex- 
penses were. 

Mr. EVANS said they were for printing forms, 
transfers, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS moved to amend the biH in the 15th 
page, 348th line, by striking out the word "annual," 
in the clause makine an approprialion "for annual 
repairs of the President's House:" Bjgreed to. 

Mr. E. moved to insert on the 33d page, after 
5J.53d line, "for erecting a monument overtne remains 
of the late Major General Alexander Macomb, under 
the direction of the Secretary of War, $1,000. 

After some cotiversation between Messrs. EVANS 
and WOODBURY, the amendment was agreed to. 

An amendment appropriating 1(3,000 for deficien- 
cy in the appropriation for salanes of certain derlM 
in one cfthe departments, was agreed to. 

Also an appropriation of $80,000 for the mission 
to China. 

Mr. EVANS then offered an additional section, 
appropriating such amount of money as might be : 
necessary to pay the postage directed by the bill 
now before Congress, to be paid by the department 
and charged to the government; the said appropri^ 
ation to take elfect in the event of the passage of 
the bill reducing postages and restricting the /rank- 
ing privilege. 

Mr. SEVlEJloffered an amendment to the amend- 
ment directing the amount of postage thus paid by 
the department and charged to government to be 
reported to the next Congress: agreed .to. 

The section was then added nom. con. 

Mr. EVANS moved to reduce the appropriation 
for keeping up the magnetic telegraph between 
Washington and Baltimore from $8,000 to $3,000. 
He said that the telegraph, extended as it was only 
from Waahinston to Baltimore, was useless; and he 
thought $8,000 to much to pay for keeping it in op- 
eration, as it had been during the past year. With 
a view, however, to the preservation of the wires 
and posts, and keeping them in good repair, he pro- 
posed to appropriate $3,000. The Committee on 
Finance had been pressed to report an appropriation 
for extending the telegraph to New York; but they 
did not think it their duty, as the subject was before 
the Committee on Commerce. If the telegraph was 
to be kept up for the benefit of merchants, a tariff of 
prices should be adopted. 

Mr. BARROW regretted the motion made by the 
senator from Maine, [Mr. Evans ] He desired to 
offer an amendment extending the telegraph from 
Baltimore to New York. He believed mat the tel- 
egraph, erected by the government and controlled by 
the Post Office Department, would not only pay its 
expenses, but be a source of revenue. He hoped 
to see the day when it would be extended to Boston 
and New Orleans. 

Mr. EVANS, with a view to enable the senator 



to offer bis amendment, withdrew the motion he had 
made. 

Mr. BARROW then moved tq insert the follow- 
ing instead of the appropriation for keeping up the 
telegraph between Washington and Baltimore: 

That the Potttnaiter Oeoeral be. and hereby is, authorized 
and directed, in eoucurrance with the proprietors ol Morse's 
electromagnetic telegraph, to contract Tor the conitniction 
of said telegraph from the city of Baltimore -to such point in 
or opposite to the city of New Yorlc. as may be found most 
practjcat}le, for the exclusive use and direction of the Uni- 
ted States; provided the tsame xhall connist of a line of six 
wires, and shall not exceed the cost of four hundred and 
sixty-one dollars per mile, inclusive of all necessary instrU. 
ments for estatiliEhing telegraphic communications to and 
from the city of Washington, and Baltimore, in Maryland; 
Wilmington, in Delaware; Philadelphia, in Peimsylrania; 
Trenton, in New Jersey, and the city of fitw Yoric, re- 
spectively—to be paid out of any moneys in the treasory 
not otherwise appropriated; and the same, when construct- 
ed, shall bu assigned and made appurtenant to the Post Of- 
fice Department, under the superintendence of Samuel F. B. 
Morse, and under such regulations, and tariff of charges for 
communications made thereby, for private or government 
purposes, as the Postmaster General shall institute, and un- 
til Congrvss shall otherwise order. And the sum of eight 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
In the treasury' not otherwise appropriated, to be expended, 
together with the unexpended balance of the former appro- 
priation, under the direction of the Postmaster General, for 
the care, repairs, and superintendence of said telegraph, 
with power to adjust and pay all outstanding demands 
thereon. 

Mr. MeDUPFIE hoped the Senate would not 
agree to the amendment. The subject had not been 
considered, and yet a large sum of money was thus 
proposed to be voted away. What was this tele- 
graph to do.' Would it transmit letters and 
I newspapers.' Under what power in the constitution 
did senators propose to erect this telegraph.' He 
was not aware of any authority except under the 
clause for the establishment of post roads. And be- 
sides the telegraph might be made very mischievous, 
and secret information after commimicated to the 
prejudice of merchants. 

Mr. SENTON asked how much would be appro- 
priated to carry the telegraph to New York. 

Mr. BARROW said that at the rate of «461 
per mile, as proposed, the cost would be about 
$100,000. 

Mr. BENTON said he was one of those who had 
rejoiced at the invention of the magnetic telegraph, 
and he looked forward to the lime when it would be 
of great value to therbusiness and commerce of the 
country. But was there a call for it by the mer- 
chants of the country.' Was (here any provision 
for making the telegraph pay for itself? He had no 
doubt that the time would come when this telegraph 
would be extensively used; but he wanted it to be' 
called for by the commerce of the country, and pay 
its own expenses. He looked to this tele^ph as 
an important agent for keeping railroad companies 
in check, and prevent them from charging the gov- 
ernment exorbitant prices for carrying the mails. 
He wanted some system— some well digested plan, 
and therefore he shotild vote against the appropria- 
tion. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said no petitions had come 
from the merchants in favor of the telegraph, be- 
cause they thought its value and importance was 
too evident to require being brought to the notice of 
Congress. He thought no danger would result 
from its establishment, owned as it would be by the 
government, and controlled by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, who would ,be |authorized to adopt a tariff of 
prices for the transmission of information. 

Mr. EVANS said he was not hostile to the ex- 
tension of the telegraph; and he thought it next to 
useless, unless extended to New York. He thought, 
however, that some preliminary arrangements 
would have to be made1>efore such an extension 
was authorized. It would be necessary to acquire 
the right to the land, and prevent the government 
from l^ing overcharged by the owners. The tele- 
graph was now on the railways, and no one could 
say how long the company might allow it to remain 
there. 

Mr. BARROW said he was satisfied of the fbree 
of the remarks which had been made in opposition 
to the extension of the telegraph at this time; and 
therefore he would withdraw the amendment he 
had ofiiered. 

Mr. EVANS then renewed his motion to reduce 
the appropriation for the support of the telegraph 
from $8,000 to $3,000. 

Mr. MILLER hoped that the sum of $8,000 
would be allowed to remain, inasmuch as it cost 
$666 per month to operate the telegraph. 

Mr. EVANS said he was aware of how much it 
cost, as operated last year, but be supposed it would 



not be carried on in iiittire as it had been kitlieno. 
Why ^ould the government wish to worit the Id- 
egraph for the benefit of private individual^ If the 
merchants wished the benefits of the telegraph be- 
tween here and Baltimore, let them pay for it In- 
stetul of keeping six persons, as oow, he would 
. merely have two or three to keep the telegr>{^ in 
order. 

Mr. MILLER said that more experiments ahoold 
be made with the telegraph, before it was •xteodcd; 
and all six of the persons now employed wotiM be 
required. 

The question was then taken cm the motion of the 
senator from Maine; and it was rejected. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered an araendneat re- 
quiring that the advertising of contraets by the d^- 
partmenu should be given to the two papers ia 
Washington havine the lai^est permaneut ciroiiet- 
tion, and to a third paper selected at the tiiaeretioa 
of the President; and that the prices paid them ahaD 
be the same as those paid by private individuals 
for advertising. This amendment was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the appropriation 
or books, distributed to the membeis or tiie House, 
was increased from $69,943, to $87,755. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to insert, at the 363d 
line, on the 15th page, the word, "either marbte or 
granite, or both," so as to leave it discretjonary 
with the President to have the new war and navy 
buildings built of marble or granite, aa ahoold be 
thought best. - 

Mr. McDUFFIE addressed the Senate in cnpon- 
tion to the expensivestyle of public baildingsadopted 
by the United States. He referred to the fact there 
was not a marble royal palace in Eiteland. St. 
James was a ware-house looking buifdine, and 
Buckingham palace, the finest there, was built of 
brick and plastered. Yet we republicans, fonooth, 
must have fine marble edifices for our public offices. 
He should like to see plain brick or stone edifieea 
constructed. 

Mr. WOODBURY said that there was very little 
difference as to cheapness between marUe and 
granite. 

Mr. McDUFFIE (Mr. W. bavmg withdrawn his 
motion) moved to strike out the words "of maiari- 
als similar to those of the Genera] Post Office." 

Mr. MERRICK argued in favor of having the 
public buildings constructed of marble. 

Mr. McDUFFIE wished to leave the matter to 
the discretion of the President. He knew little oo 
the subject; but he hekd always supposed that wnd 
stone, which was nofl at first, beoime aitcrwaitia 
quite bard, and was well adapted fbr building pur- 
poses, besides being much cheaper than marUe. 

The amendment was then agraed to. 

Mr. EVANS said that the appropriation proposed 
was $80,000. Now, all knew that this sum would 
not by sufficient to complete a building suitable 6* 
either department. Instead of $80,0«0, these edi- 
fices would cost nearer one million each. Congress 
was continually called upon to make appropriations 
for buildings, giving a small sum at first, and then 
more from time to time. He instanced the New 
York custom, for which about $40,000 was first ap- 
propriated, and which cost in the end about $1,200,- 
000. He said Congress should have some fixed 
understanding on the subject as to the cost and plan 
ef the proposed building, before it authorized their 
constrnction. Therefore, he moved to strike out 
the wh61e clause authorizing an approprialion, and 
insert in lieu thereof, a clause authorizing the Presi- 
dent to employ an architect who should submit (dam 
to the next Congress, which could act undeniand- 
ingly on the subject. 

This amendment was concuned in. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to insert an appropriation 
of $10,000 for completing the publication of the 
report of the exploring expedition. Agreed to. 

Mr. HENDERSON moved to strike out $3,666 S7 
in the 34th line of the 28tb page, and insert $7,666 67; 
80 as to continue the allowance of extra compenaa- 
sation to the district judges in the aouthwestera 
States. 

Upon this motion a long debate arose. 

Mr. JOHNSON approved of the amendment, and 
advocated its adoption. 

Mr. EVANS disapproved of it on principle. 

The subject was debated at great length by Measnt, 
SEVIER, EVANS, BENTON, CRTITENDEN, 
HENDERSON, ARCHER, BARROW, JOHN- 
SON, HUGER, and WOODBURY. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was rejected, ayes 18, noes SO. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the bill at page 
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39, after line 710, by insertine, " for compensation 
to J. Femberton Hutchinson, for diplomatic serrices 
al Lisbon, fi3,900.<' 

Mr. EVANS objected to the amendmeDt. 

Mr. ARCHER supported it, as in conformity with 
the practice of the gnTcmment in similar cases. 

Mr. BATES inquired, if that was the case, why it 
had not been paid. 

Mr. ARCHER replied that a special act of Con- 
gress was required in each case. 

Mr. BATES. Why put it in an appropriation 
bill? Why not leave It for a special act r 

Mr. ARCHER. Precedents of this mode may 
be found in many appropriation bills .heretofore 
passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked what authority con- 
sols had to act as charefs des affaires .' 

Mr. ARCHER etplained that a charge d'affaires 
jsaring his mission has to appoint some American 
citizen to take care of the correspondence of the gov- 
ernment ; and, if there is no secntary of legation, the 
practice in to confide the duty to the American con- 
sul. ' 

Mr. CRITTENDEN only wanted to do right. 

Mr. PEIARCE. Did this government recognise 
him as its correspondent.' 

I |Mr. ARCHER. My impression is it must have 
done so, from the nature of the correspondence, 
which is voluminous and important. 

Mr. EVANS objected to this encouragement of 
yearly applications for self-imposed services. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON objected to its introduction 
into an appropriation bill. It ought to stand on its 
merits as s private claim, and be reported upon by 
one of the committees. 

Mr. ARCHER. There is abundant evidence of 
the justice of the claim. Knowing it to be just, 
why, on the mere plea of want of formality, reject 
it.» 

Mr. BUCHANAN bore testimony to the pains 
with which the claim had been investigated by the 
Committee on Foreign Rehitions. It was thought 
just to remunerate Mr. Hutchinson for diplomatic 
services as consul. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment 
was adopted — ayes 19, noes 17. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to amend the bill in the 
4th page after the 91st line, by inserting a provision 
that the clerks in the New Orleans custom-house be 
paid arrears of salary from 1833 to 1837, being the 
difference between what they then received and what 
they received last year, so as to equalize their pay 
to that of the clerks in the custom-nousea of New" 
( York, Philadelphia, and Boston. 

Mr. EVANS. Yniat will the appropriation 
amount to > 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will read what the Commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives said about it 

Mr. EVANS. That cannot be authority here— 
it will throw no light on the subject. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If it is objected to, I may read 
it as part of my speech. 

Mr. EVANS. Without urging my objection, 1 
say the report will throw no light on the justice of 
•he claim. 

The Secretary of the Senate was allowed to read 
the report, and proceeded with it for half an hotir, 
until It was manifest all the senators present were 
engaged in conversation about something else; 
when 

Mr. ARCHER rone and said: Mr. President, I 
suggest to the honorable senator from Louisiana 
<hat, inasmuch as nobody is listening to the report — 
fnr I looked round before I rose to make the re- 
mark — I put it to his courtesy and candor to say, 
M there any use in delaying the business of the Sen- 
ate by going through with it? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Sufficient has been read to 
prove the merits of the claim. 

Mr. EVANS. The whole thing is wrong. The 
(clerks got the salaries they were entitled to, and all 
they had a right to expecL It was nothing but a 
iliatribution of so much money to them. If such 
thingg have been done heretofore any where, it was 
Wrong to do it, and it is now high time to pat a stop 
*» 't- Talk of amm-i! What arrears were due to 
'^ese clerks? They got all they had a right to, and 
should eet no more. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The|datie8 at New Orleans are 
heavier and more onerous than in New York; why 
not pay the clerks there as well as in the other great 
<»TOmercial cities? 

Mr. EVANS, Because, if wrong has been done 
I ^'''e.tofore, it is no reason wa should persist in do- 
"f >t Still. They hav« no claim whatever. 



Mr. CRITTENDEN read the provisions of the 
existing law governing the case, which prohibit 
extra allowances to clerks in custom-houses, be- 
yond their fixed salaries. 

The ainendment was rejected. 

Mr. MILLER moved to amend the bill in thb 
24th page, afler line 587, by inserting an appropria- 
tion of $30,000 for the purchase or construction of 
a free bridge across the eastern branch of the Poto- 
mac, above the navy-yard. 

Ut. CRITTENDEN hoped his friend would 
withdraw tlie amendment. It might, with as much 
reason, be proposed to buy up th; roads in the 
District. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. Has not the House in- 
definitely postponed the bill for this very purpose? 

Mr. MILLER. No; the bill was only laid on 
the table in the House. The District of Columbia 
never con get anything unless through the appro- 
priation bills. As to purchasing a bridge, where 
was the difference between that and purchasing any 
other property necessary for the government? 

Mr. EVANS. Let the matter stand on the spe- 
cial bill now in the other House. It can betaken 
up any momentthe House is disposed to act upon it. 

The amendment was rejected. 

At half-past 4 o'clock, 

Mr. ALLEN moved the Senate to take a recess. 

"No, no," from various quarters of the Senate. 

Mr. EVANS. There is no occasion Ibr a recess; 
we will be done in half an hour. The motion can- 
not be entertained while a bill is undergoing amend- 
ment 

Mr. ARCHER moved to amend? the bill in the 
29th page, by inserting an appropriation of f 1,450 
for compensation to Arthur Middleton for diplomatic 
services in Spain. It was a case similar to that al- 
ready adopted. 

Mr. EVANS. As this is a similar case, it may 
go in now. When the bill is reported, both cases 
can be acted on. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to strike out the eighth 
section, which is — 

"That from »nd iftfr thp SOth June. 1845, thp milea^ of 
memliers and delegstea- of the Honie of Repreflentativcf and 
Senaton thall be computed hy the neareit mail route from 
the i^t of govemment to tlieir reipective port offlcea, to be 
SKCrlainea from the books of the Poit Office DepSTtment." 

Mr. BERRIEN called for the yeas and nays, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN— alluding to the fact that 
this was a matter of modification pf other laws — said 
the lost place he should expect to find it was in an ap- 
psopriation bill. What is an appropriation bill? It 
IS merely a bill to provide for the payment of mon- 
ey for the ordinary purposes of the govemmeiM. 
And here is a provision introduced tbreign to the 
character of the bill — a provision regulating the 
mileage of members of Congress. Itmight, with 
just as much propriety, undertake to regulate the 
salaries ofjudees. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that he lived so 
near the seat of government that he had no person- 
al interest in this matter; but it was one in which 
the whole country was interested. I here were 
many considerations why the existing law should 
not be interfered with in this way. Western and 
southern members coming from great distances 
have many inconveniences in coming here which 
those near at hand are not subject to. They have 
to leave their families and to nwlect their own 
affairs at home. This was a small affair, and seemed 
on improper attack individually upon members of 
Congress. 

Mr. ARCHER concurred with the senator from 
Kentucky as to the impropriety of this clause in an 
appropriation bill. Wnilst he should vote for strik- 
ing it out, he wished to be understood as doing so 
not for the same reasons urged by Ae senator from 
Pennsylvania. He regarded the present mode of 
calculating mileage as a great abuse, ond therefore 
was favorable to a reform of that abuse; but not of 
doing it in this irregular way. 

Mr. BERRIEN withdrew his coll for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. SEVIER explained what did not seem to 
be understood by those who were so anxious for 
the reform of this item of mileage. He would take 
bis own case: he lived in a portion of Arkansas 
where, by the mail route, nothing but a horse mail 
could ta«vel; and if he was to come to the seat of 
govemment by that route he should have to come 
without a trunk, and he presumed it was not ex- 
pected a member was to do that In order to bring 
nia trunk or anything he had to carry for hi* own 



use, he was necessarily compelled to take a suitable 
route and come by steamboat the greater part of the 
way. Many other membera were similarly situa- 
ted. 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked if any abuse of the ex- 
isting law could be pointed out The terms of the 
law are, that mileage should be Calculated by the 
distance of the usually travelled route. Now, in 
what instance was there an abuse of these provi- 
sions? But he could tell the senator from Virginia 
of a real abuse — and a very serious abuse in the 
two Houses: it was in thealisence of those drawirg 
their money for doily attendance and services they^ 
did not perform. [Mr. Bimton, from his seat. 
Non-attendance, sir, non-attendance is the abuse.] 
The great abuse, and tbot loudly ealling for reform, 
was the daily absence of members from their seats; 
not the mere mileage on fifty or sixty miles in travel- 
ling to the Seat of govemment 

The motion prevailed, and it was agreed that the 
section should be stricken out. 

MEXICAN INDEMNITIES. 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bUI by in- 
serting the following clause: 

For paying the April end inlj inilaknentj of the MezI 
can indemnraea due in 1844, ^6,000; Picvidtt, It shall be 
ascertsined, to the aatiafaetioD of the American govem- 
ment, that said instalments haVk! been paid by the Mexican 
government to theageht appointed by the United States to 
receire the same. 

In support of his motion Mr. B. read the follow- 
ing paragraph front Mr. Shannon's official despatch 
of the 21st of September last, to show that the in- 
stalments referred to bad been paid to the United 
States agent in Mexico on the 27lh day of August 
last: 

"The Instalments which ttU due on the 80th of April and 
30th of July last, nnder tbs convention of the SOth Jannary, 
1S43, were paid to the agent of the govenuncnt appointed to 
receive and transmit the same, on Uie 37thulQma. I am in- 
clined to believe that this govemment will hereafter be 
mora prompt in meeting its engagements under the above, 
named treaty than it has heretofore been; and if it abonld 
turn out otherwise, it will be owing to a n..al inability to 
raise the means. I am advised that it was with the utmost 
difficultT that this government was able to raise the money 
to pay the two last instalments. The truth is, there is no 
money In the treasury ; and the large military eatablisbment 
kept up by the government, and which must be paid, ab- 
sorbs tne revenues as fast as they come in. Bnt, as Santa 
Anna is desirous to avoid a rupture at this thne wHh the 
United States, I am Inclined to think that every esertion 
will be made on the part of this government to meet the fu- 
ture instalments as they become due." 

Mr. B. said this was tm authentic declaration to 
our govemment that the money had been paid six 
months ago to the United States agent, and in con- 
formity to it official notice was given by the Depart- 
ment of State, immediately on 'the receipt of Mr. 
Shatmon's letter, that such was the fiiet; out on ap- 
plying at the treasury, the claimants were informed 
that nothing had been remitted, and this continues 
to be the answer up to the present day. In conse- 
quence of this disappointment, a call had been made 
upon the President^ at the instance of the claimants, 
for all the informaUon in relation to these payments; 
and in answering that call, the President had com- 
municated the letter of Mr. Shannon just quoted, 
stating the payment six months ago, and also a let- 
ter from Mr. Benjamin E. (Sreen, dated in this city, 
on the 25th of January last, to rebut the letter of 
Mr. Wilson, by saying that the payment on the 
27th of August was made by giving orders on an 
empty treasury, which were not paid when pre- 
sented. To this letter of Mr. Benjamin E. Green, 
Mr. B. said that there were three or four different 
answere to be given, each of which invalidated it 
In the firat place, Mr. Shannon affirms positively, 
twenty-five days after payment, that it was made in 
moneyT'aiid with money raised with great difficulty. 
Olid in order to avoid any difficulty with the United 
States. This was a statement totally at Variance 
with a fictitious payment, by an order on an 
empty treasury. "This was one answer. Another 
was that Mr. Shannon wrote another letter early in 
November to give notice to the govemment that the 
instalment due on the SOth of October had not been 
paid, and saying nothing about those of April and 
July, and this m a letter full of complainu against 
the Mexican govemment. This prompt communi- 
cation of the non-payment of the October instalment, 
without suggesting or stating any failure to pay the 
two previous ones, or any mistake in his letter, waa 
full proof that, up to that time, which was upwards 
of two months aher the allwed payment of the two 
previous instalments, he had not heard of any 
mistake or defitolt about these two payments. 
Another answer was, that the letters m>m Mr. 
Shannon were continued down to the 9th of Jonq- 
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ary, and in none of these did he mention any balk 
or failure in the payment of the two instalments, or 
suggest any error in his repo^ of the same. A fur- 
ther answer was, that the agent to whom the money 
was alleged lo have been paid on the 27th of Au- 
gust last liad not yet given an • information of pay- 
ment or non-payment lo the American government, 
a silence which strongly implies that there has bren 
no default on the part or Mexico^no fictitious pay- 
ment by idle orders on an empty treasury. A 
still further reason was, that if the agent had re- 
ceived orders on an empty treasury, it was ille- 
gtJIy done, and the United States were liable 
for the act of their agent. Mr. B. said the treaty 
was for gold and silver, and made so on purpose to 
avoid the danger of paper orders on an empty treas- 
ury. The treaty," or convention, was first agreed 
upon for a payment in notes upon the Mexican 
treasury, and to pay down the whole indemnities at 
once. This article was changed by a subsequent 
convention from a paper payment to a hard money 
payment; and a prompt payment of the whole ex- 
tended into five years' quarterly instalments in gold 
and silver. Tnis was the convention; and after 
that .to take orders on the treasury was illegal, and 
doing what the second convention was made to pre- 
vent. 

These were answers enough, Mr. B. said, to Mr. 
Ben. Ev Green's statement; but he, (Mr. B.,) in the 
amendment which he had submitted, did not ask the 
Senate to decide on the fact of payment, or non-pay- 
ment, but to refer that decision to the American gov- 
ernment, And to authorize the government to make 
payment to the claimants, provided it was found 
that their agent had paid the money. He was the 
agent uf the government, not of the claimants, and 
the claimants could only look to the government, 
who must look to their agent themselves. 

Several senators here asked the name of the agent. 

Mr. Benton answered that it was Mesira. Har- 
goas St, Co. 

Mr. ARCHER said the attention of the Commit- 
tee on Foreien Relations had been directed to this 
matter, and be stated his reasons for approving of 
the motion made by the senator from Missouri. 

Mr. BENTON observed, that he understood 
from the claimants that they considered the agency 
appointed for them altogether onerous. They 
could have had the money remitted from Vera Cruz 
for much less than the expense of agency, and with- 
out risk. There could be no objection to the amend- 
ment, because it provides that it is only in the event 
of aatis&clory proof to our government that the 
money has been paid to its accredited agent, that the 
apprbpriaiton will be made use of. 

Mr. McDUFFIE considered it a very dangerous 
precedent. It would be making the government an 
msurer of agencies, and liable for defalcations of 
agents transacting business between other parties. 

Mr. ARCHER uddemtood from a mercantile gen- 
tleman of undoubted information, that there was not 
a more respeciable firm in the country than the 
house of Hargous & Co., in New York, a branch of 
which is located in Vera Cruz. The presumption 
is, that they have not received the money; or if they 
have, it may be on the way to the United States treas- 
ury. 

Mr. McDUFFIE. Tf this is a house of undoubted 
good standing — as he had no doubt it was — it only 
made confusion worse confounded. The money 
^aa been paid, it seems. Who has it' Where is il? 

Mr. WOODBURY thought it would be precipi- 
tate to act without due information. There was 
really no evidence of the payment of the money, or 
of the deftilcation of the agent. There were the 
letters of Mr. Shannon, but he may have been de- 
ceived by the statements made to him when he 
wrote these letters. The matter appeared to him 
(Mr. W.) lo be open to a plain solution. It is very 
probable, and he nad no doubt it would so turn out, 
that the Mexican government banded to the agent 
orders on the Mexican treasury; and having done 
so, told Mr. Shannon that the instalments were 
paid. But it appears by Mr. Green's letter, of the 
18th of December last, that the orders on the Mex- 
ican treasury were not paid; consequently the in- 
stalments yet remain unpaid. Mr. W- here quoted 
the letter alluded to: 

W'ASHmoTon, December 16, 1844. 
(?i»: In rppljr lo yoor note of yeiterJay, I hive to inrorm 
fOQ.thal tip to the lime I left the city ol Mexico, neitherof 
the three iiiitalmentf. which liiit fell due. had been paid. 
From the aoth April lait UDtil the arriral of Mr. Shsimoo, 1 
made slroost daily application for the money; hot the large 
Bum raised by forced loan to p<iy our claims, bad been ap- 
plied to other purposes by the Mexican goretniaent, and 



my inquiries were always answered by a promise to pay on 
the morrow, or in a few days. 

When Mr. Shannon arrived in Mexico, the Minister of 
Forei^ Relations addressed him a note, dated the 2d Sep- 
tember, in which it was stated that the money ha4 been 
paid to tho agent appointed to receire it. The fact is, that 
orilera upon the treasury were given to the agent; but 
when these orders were presented, no money could be ob- 
tained on them up to the time when Mr. Trigueros left the 
Treasury Department -, and the first act of his successor was 
to suspend the payment of all orders. 

1 have reason to believe that the note of the Mexican 
Minister of Foreign Relations, of the second of Senteraber, 
was written in consequence of an impression that the Mf3£i- 
can government, hy failing to pay the instalment which fell 
due on Ihe SOth of April, had forfeited its right to pay bf 
instalments under tbe convention of 1)M3, and tliat Mr. 
Shannon was going ont with instrnctions to demand the 
whole amount of the indemaity under the convention of 
183S. 

I am, sir, very Tttpectflillv, yoar obedient servant, 

BENJAMIN £ URECN. 

Hon. Oeo. M. Biaa, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. W. maintained, that in view of this evidence, 
it was altogether premature to act in this matter 
without further inquiry. 

Mr. EVANS thought so too. Suppose even the 
agent had received the money, and had transmitted 
jt in good faiih by a vessel from Vera Cruz, and it 
'was lost by shipwreck: would it be proper to make 
the United States liable for it? 

Mr. BENTON said he knew nothing about the 
agent, Mestrs. Hargous & Co., imd said nothing 
about their responsibility J but he knew the duty of 
an agent appointed to receive a great sum of money; 
and that was, to keep his employer promptly and 
correctly advised of every impediment in the way 
of payment. This had not been done in this case. 
The money is alleged, by the United States minis- 
ter, to have been paid six months ago; the agent 
baa not yet given any information of the payment, 
or non-payment, to his government, although the 
lUTrvals have been re^lar and constant from Mexi- 
co. This silence — six months' silence — in such a 
case is contrary to the duty of an agent, and raises 
a presumption against him sufficient to warrant the 
inquiry and conditional payment, by the United 
Slates, which the amendment proposes. 

Mr. B. read the clauses of the convention which 
made it the duty of the government of the United 
States to appoint the agent, and to receive the 
money from him, and read several commissions 
from President Tyler to different persons, appoint- 
ing them agents under the convention, and showed 
that the claimants had nothing to do with such 
agent — no hand in appointing him, fixing his com- 
pensation, ;or requiriiig security. Tbe government 
appointed whom they pleased, with or without s^ 
curity, and it would seem always without; and the 
loss, if any, was theirs. Mr. Green's letter crimi- 
nated the Mexican government: Mr. Shannon's of 
Sept. 21 was honorable to them, and it was a case in 
which Mr. Shannon, writing on the spot, spoke posi- 
tively, and with the means of knowing the truth of 
what he stiid: Mr. Green wrote in this city, three 
thousand miles from the scene ofthe transaction, and 

fuessed at his facts and his reasons for his guesses, 
'he evidence waa in favor of Mexico, and against 
the agent. It was enough to justify a verdict 
against the agent; but he only asked for an inquiry, 
and for payment by the United States in the event 
that they should find, upon inquiry, that their agent 
had received the money. He hoped the amendment 
v^ould pass. 

The subject was further discussed, and then the 
amendment was sdopted— yeas 20, nays 15. 
On motion of Mr. DAYTON, two appropriations 



of the lower story of the building. 

Mr. WOOOBKIDGE moved to insert in the bill, 
on the 26lh page, after the 640lh line, an appropria- 
tion of f 10,000 for the correction of certain erroneous 
surveys in the Stale of Michigan. 

Mr. SEVIER asked at what rate per mile? 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE answered Ifi 

Mr. SEVIER said |3 per mile was the usual rate 
in tlie Western States. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said the difficulties ofthe 
country to be surveyed were such that less than ^6 
would not do. 

This point was disenssed by Messrs. SEVIER, 
WOODBRIDGE, and BENTON, and then the 
amendment was adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to amend the appropriation 
for the Patent Office, by inserting |200 fortwm- 
pensation to the Librarian. 

It was adopted. ■ 



Po 



Mr. WOODBRIDGE moved to amend the bill 
in the 17th page, aAer line 410, by striking oat 
|10,000 and inserting |24,500 [being the compem*- 
tioli of the clerks m the oincea of the surveyors 
general, to be appropriated to them according to 
the exigencies of the public service. Mid for tran- 
scribing field notes, &c.] 

Mr. EVANS said this matter had been iully ex- 
amined and discussed in the other House. He dis- 
liked getting into a controversy about such amend- 
ments, and hoped this would not be adopted. 

Mr. WOODBRIDRJB pointed out the necessity 
of the case. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the amendment would pre- 
vail. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. WOOD- 
BBIDGE, PORTER, and ALLEN, the amend- 
ment was adopted. 

Mr. WOODBURY inquired if the chairman of 
the Committee of Finance intended to go on, or take 
a recess? 

Mr. EVANS replied that his object was to have 
the bill reported and tbe amendmenls disposed of, 
that those adopted might be engrossed this evening. 
It would not be necessary to take a recess. 

Mr. ALLEN (it being now half past 5 o'clock, 

m.) moved tbe Senate to take a recess; and called 
!br the yeas and nays on that question. 

Mr. EVANS said it was not in order to act upon 
that motion pending the amendment of a bill. 

Mr. CHOATE moved to amend tha bill in the 
29th page, and 710th line, by inserting an apprtmria- 
tion ofjesS 82 for the office expenses of Mr. Alex- 
ander Elverett at the court of Spain (Madrid.) 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, upon general printiiples, 
objected to these paltry claims on behalf of high 
and eminent officers of the government. He wished 
o show, by the rejection of some one of them as an 
example, that the Senate discountenanced such 
things. 

Mr. CHOATE mainuined that if the claim waa 
just, the paltriness of the sum was no reason for its 
rejection. 

After a short discussion, the amendment waa re- 
jected. 

Mr. ASHLEY moved to augment the appropria- 
tion of $100,000 for the survey of the public lands 
to the estimate ofthe department, |195,000. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then reported with the amendmcBts 
adopted as in committee of the whole; and the quea- 
tion being on concurrine in the amendments. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, all the amendoienta 
were coneurrad in, with the exception of those dis- 
posed of as follows 

Mr. ALLEN now called for a recess. 

Mr. EVANS said it was not in tmler. 

The question then came up on the first of the ex- 
cited amendments, namely, the appropriaiioa of 
1^5,000 for the payment of the Mexican indemni- 
ties, should it appear that a duly authorized agent 
of this government had received them. 

On this amendment the yeas and naya were called 
for, and ordered. 

The subject was further debated by Measrs. 
BENTON, McDUFFIE, CRITTENDEN, and 
ARCHER. 

The question was taken, and resulted — ^yeaa SO, 
nays 34, as fallows: 

YEAS— Messra. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchitso, Ba(- 
by, Barrow, Benton, Breese, Choate, Dickinaon, Dix, 
Francij, Hannegan, Haywood, Jamagin. Pearce, Seritr, 
Wallter, White, and Woodbridge— 30 

NAVS— Mours. Atherten, Mtes, Bayaid, Bsiitas, Bu- 
chanan, Clayton, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dayton. Kvans, Fair- 
field, Faster, Hugor, Huntington, l.ewH, McDuHe, Mas- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Nlles, Fhelps, Semple, Upkan. 
and Woodbury— 34. r . i~ . 

So the Senate refused to concur in the amend- 
ment. 

The next amendments were those for diplomatic 
services ui Lisbon and Madrid, and they were coit- 
curred in. 

On the question of concurring in the amendment 
to the appropriation for a minister to China, 

Mr. WALKER hoped the original appropriation 
would be allowed to stand. No man. could calculate 
the probable importance of our commerce with Chi- 
na. The Chinese are a people much influenced by 
rank; and, therefore, it was desirable the minister 
we shchild send to that country should be of die 
bighestgrade. 

Mr. EVANS did not agree with the senator as to 
the reason* he assigned for having a minister of die 
higbest grade in China. We have the authority of 
Mr. Gushing in oorroboimtion of all we have ever 
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[ CmtiiMMtt/rMi Mb. 33.] 
heard of China, tliat no fbrei^ minUter will be per- 
mitted to Tisit tbeeouit of China. We can hove no 
UK for a minister of higker grade than that of a com- 
mercial eommiedoner; and fbr that ^8,000 will be 
ample allowance. 

The lubject was debated bv Meaan. WALKER, 
EVANS, ARCHER. WOODBURY, HUNTINO- 
TON, and CHOATE; and it being the obvious 
sense of the Senate that, until the Epperor of Chi- 
na permits -foreign ministers to reside in Pekin, it 
will be anneeesaary to have more than a commer- 
cial commissioner in China, the amendment was 
concurred in. 

The next amendment to strike out the appropria- 
tion of $5,000 for ttdditional counsel in defence of 
the United States, in suits for land claims in Mis- 
souri, Louisiana, Arkansas, Alabama, and I^|iasi»- 
•ippi, was concurred in. 

' (Si motion by Mr. BARROW, tlie amendment 
olTered in committee of the whole, and rejected, 
adding §4,000 to the appropriation of |3,666 67 for 
additioiml compensation to the district judges of 
Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Misaisnppi, and 
Alabami, and to strike out the provi$o, was adop^■ 
ed. ' 

Mr. "LEWIS moved to reconsider the vote non- 
concurring in the amendment of the asnater from 
Missouri [Mr. Bekton] relative to the Mexican in- 
demnities. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the Senate would not recon- 
lidar thai vote. 

The question on reconsidering the vote was put, 
and there were 34 ayes for it — noes not counted. 

The vote was reconsidered. 

The question recurring on the concurrence of the 
Senate in the amendment adopted in committM of 
the whole, 

Mr. BENTON made a short explanation that 
there was no risk in letting the government ascer- 
tain the facts. It would be only m the event of lia- 
biNlT that the appropriation would be applied. 

Mr. MOREHEAD was one of Oioae who 
thought the claimaaia ought to get their money; but 
he was not willing to make this govemment an in- 
surer of the agencv in tmnsmittmg it from Mexico 
to them. He wisiied to ssa the erideDce of the al- 
leged ftusls in the case. 

The question was then taken on eonciQ^riitg in 
the amendment, and decided in the affirmatiy^— 
yeas 33, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS— Meun. Allen, Archer, A>hla^, AteUawi, Baa- 
br, BftTTow, Benton, Choate, Dickinson, Dix, Kraneu, 
Hannagan, Haywood, Jamaj^in, Johmon, MangiuajSiar. 
rick, retiar, 8evi«r, Stmmou, WaUur, Whila, and Wood- 
bridn— 3S. 



Woodbury— 18. 

The amendments to the bill were then ordered to 
be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 

On modon by Mr. EVANS, 

The Senate (at 7 o'clock) adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FaiDAT, February 38, 1645. 
The jooroal of yesterday having been partially 
reed, its reading was suspended to receive 

A MESSAGE TROU THE SENATE. 

AsBvav OicEOit, esq., Secretary of the Senate, ap- 
peared below the bar with the jowt resolutions for 
the admission of Texas into this Unioo, which, he 
said, he was instructed to rqrart to the House of 
Representatives, with an amendment, and to ask 
the concurrence of the House therein. 

He also reported various other bills of less im- 
portanc e, an d than retired. 

Mr. STEENROD moved that the farther read- 
ing of the journal he dispensed with. 

Objections were heard m various quarters. 

The SPEAKER rose to put the question on the 
suspension of the reading. 

Mr. SCHENCK demanded the yeas and nays 
thereon. 

Mr. STEENROD said, if the motion was to be 
resisted, it would be the shorter eo«ne to have the 
journal read; and therefmvbe withdrew bis motion. 



The Cleric then read the joumal, and it was ap- 
proved. 

Mr. ADAMS obtained permission to present to 
the House certain resolutions of the legislature of 
Maasaehiwetw. 

Several gentlemen desired to present papers and 
reports; but the ordenr of the day were called for. 
HARBORS AND RIVERS. 

The SPEAKER said the first business in order 
was the bill making appropriations for improve- 
ments in certain harlwrs and rrveia; on which the 
pending qtisstion was on agreeing to all the amend- 
ment which was before the House at the adjourn- 
ment yesterdaT, except so much thereof at related 
to theLouisril le and rottland canal. 

Mr. TIBBATTS appealed from the decision of 
the Chair that the amendment was divisible. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that he 
took an appeal yesterday, and that the House sus- 
tained the deeision of the Chair, he could not, there- 
fore, now again appeal. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the first 
branch of the amendment, and resulted, thu»— yea* 
too, nays 95. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on agreeing tc^. the second 
branch of the amendment, which appt^riates |350,- 
000 for 'the purchase of the residus^f the stock held 
by individuals in the Louisville and Portland Canal 
company, and in the Louisville Dry-dock company, 
for the purpose of makine the same firee or toll; 
which the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby di- 
rected to purchase at the lowest price at which it 
can be had: protidtd, that the whole cost of the Dry- 
dock company stock do not exceed |50,000, and of 
the said Canal company ftlSO pershwe. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, were 
taken, and resulted — yeas 66, nays 109, as follows: 

TEAS— Ma<in. Abbot, AdaoM, Bamazd, BowUn, Boyd, 
Bvangton, Caldtrell, Carroll, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, 
Clinfrman, rranston, Damgh, Garrrtt DaTi?, Dicker, 
Doui^idiK, Duncttii. Fiitii, Klui'encc, Foot, French. \\'il(ia 
Orceu, Grider, HardiD, Harper, Hays, Hudi^on, WushingtOD 
Hunt, Irvin, Jeitlcs, Perley B. Johnson, John V. Kennedy. 
Diiniel P. Kinr;, McCausleu, McDowell, MclWaine. Kdwaid 
J. Morrii. Moseley, Patersou, retlil, Phmnix. Kliiha R. PoV 
tta-. Kanucv, Kaynar. Charlei M. R«ed, R«ll<t, Rodntjp, 
Rogenl, Sc^iencli, AeveraiKe, Thomaa Smith, StRffnrua, 
Janicii W. Stone, Alfred P. btone, Thomajison, Tibhatts, 'I'lt 
dtn, Tyler, Vance Vanmetar, Wethered, John White, Wia- 
tkrop, and William Wright— 86. 

NAYS— .Masint. Anderson. Arrin^on. Allcin^on, Bakar, 
Bhrringcr. Bayly, Balsor, Benton, Bidtack, Kdward J. 
Black, .tames Black. James A. Black, Biackw^il. Brengle, 
BrinkcrholT, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Burt, 
Cempbell, Caipenter, Jeremiah E. Carj', Shepherd Ctirtr, 
B« iiben i hupnian, Auaustus A. Chapman, ('happeil, Cotm, 
Ctflos, Collumer, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, John W. Daria, 
Dawcoo, Dean, Deberr^', Dellet, Dillingham, DromKoola, 
Ihinlap, FJlls, F.lmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster. Byrom Grcdo, 
■ale, Haramett, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hop. 
Uns, Houston, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James fi. 
Hunt. Charles J. IngersoH, Cave Johnson, Andrew John- 
•en, Oeorffe W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, 
lOrkiiatricx, Labtanche, Leonatd, Lucas, Ltimpkla, Maclar, 
MeClemnd, MteConnaU, McKay, Manh, Norrii, Owan, 
Faraiaiiler.Fayiw, Etaerr D. Potter, Pratt, Piudj, David ■■ 
Raid. Radlna, Bhett, Bitter, Robarta, Robinaoa, Back- 
wall, Romn, St John, Saasden, Tnomai H Seymour, 
Stmooa, SUdall, John T. Smith, Robart Smith, Stetson, Jobs 
Stewart, SlUaa, Taylor, Tbompson. Taekar, Vinton, Wkaa- 
- -- -yilfiama, 



ten. Baajamin WUta, Wl 
Toft— to*. 



Woodward, Yaaeaj, and 



So the second branch of the amendment WM re- 
jected. 

The question wm then put on the amendment 
to the amendment, being Mr. Tdbatti's subatitula 
for the bill, with the exception of the appropriatioa 
for the Louisville and Portland Canal; and the yeaa 
and nays having bean called for and ordered, the 
vote was taken, and deeidsd in the affinnaiivs— yeas 
103, nays 93, as foDawr. 

T£A1— MeNrh Abbatt, Adsau, Bskax, Barrianr, Bai^ 
iwrd, Bawlln. Brinksilioff, WlWaai J. Biowa, Isiwiilsll 
Brown, Bofington, Jcremlsk E. Cary, CaiToU|Chlltoa, 
Cllnck, CUiwinan, Ctanaton, Dana, Darragh, John w. Davli, 
Dabenv, DKkay, Daoalaaa, Doaoan, Efiia, Ehnar, Farlee, 
Fieklia, Etah.nmiiae, Foot, Fertn-, Oiddiup, OtiaaaU, 
Edward 8. Hamlia. Hardin. Hoper, Baya. Henlsjr, H«D- 
lay, Hudson, Washington Hunt, JametB. Hunt, Cbanaa J. 
]nfttne\l, Irrin, Jeaks, feriey B. Johnaen, Andrew Renne. 
dy, John P. Kannady, Unnlol P. Kins, Ijron, MeCanabv; 
NIoi Mlaud, MoUnwell, McllYalnr, Mush, F.dward J. Mor- 
ris, .loa. Morri«, i<reeman H. .viorae, Monaley, Owen, Pater, 
•on, retlit. Phoenix, Pollock, liUisha R. Potter, Pratt, Prealon, 
Ramiay, Rayner, Cbarlea M. Read, Rdfe, RoekareU, Rod. 
naj.'Rttgars, St. John. Ssnmle, Srhi«»clr,i Savciaaea, DavM 
L. SeysMSr, SIsiodi, Albert Ssiith, Ma T. «U«k, ASMS 



Smith, Caleb B. SUith, Hobart Sallb. .Aadrsw Stewart, Al- 
fred F. Stoaa, Sykei, TbomaHon, Tibbatti, TildM. TVIar, 
Vaaoe, Vamelmr, Vtnton, Waller, W«twoia,W«likend, 
Joka Whtta, Winthnp, WilUsn Wright, sal Joaenh A. 
WrtgU— 101. 

NAYS.— Meana. Andemn, Anisgton, Asha, Atkinaon, 
BaylT, Baber, Bantoa, Bidlack, Jasnea Black, Blaekwall, 
Boyo, Brangle, Aaron V. Bnwa, Botke, Baii, Caldwell, 
CanpbaU, CamsDler, Shepard.Can. Cstlin, Beabva Cbas- 
maa, A. A. Chapman, CluppeU, Cliatan, Cobb, Colas, Col- 
lamar, CuUam, Danlal, Onnatl Davit. BJohard D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Dejlet, Dillingham, Dromgeole, Dnnlap, 
irrenek, QHder, HUa, Hanaibal Baailln, Hanmatt, HanQ- 
aon, Hanick.tHo«, Hopkiu, Hovaton. Hubeid. HubbUI. 
Hungerford, C. Joonaon, A. Johnaon. Q. W. Joaaa, Pustaa 
King, Kirki«t>ick, Lahraaeke, Leonard, Lncaa, LnnnUk, 
Mauiy, MeClamuid, McConoisll, McKay, Inao B. Isetaa, 
Mniphy, Nawton. Norria, PanmHsr, Payne, Paytaa, nitdy, 
RatUmn, David B. Raid, Radiag, Bhatt, Blttsr, Sam^sra. 
TiMunaa H. Saymonr. Sinquon, glldaU, Stataea, Jokn ttaw- 
art, Stllaa, Taylor, Thompson, Tuekar, Wheitoa, H>msmln 
WMt«, WlUianM, Woodward, Tanoey, and Yoat-M. 

The bill was ■ then ordered to be engroased and 
read a third time. 

The bill being read a third time, 

Mr. TIBBATTS called for the previous qnestion; 
under the operation of which it paased by a vote of 
yeas 105, nays 96, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbot, Adasu, Baker, Baraard, Bowlin, 
Brinkerholl', William J. Brown, Jeremiak Broam, Bnflng- 
ton, Jatamiah E. Gary, Carroll, CbUton, CUaoh, CUnoiaa. 
Danwh, U. Davia, R. D. Davia, J. W. OaviaJXckay, Dong- 
laaa, Bunean, Ellis, Elmer, Fariee. Fiah, Floroaca, Foot, 
Foster, French, Oiddlnge, Byiam Oreeo, OrinnsO, Oridar, 
Edward S. Hamlin, Hartln, Hatpar, Haya, Hndaan, Hugkas, 
Waahiogton Hunt, Jamea B. Hunt, Chailaa J. IngereoD, Ir- 
vi^ Jameaon, Janka, Parley B. Jok n e an , Andrew Kaanady, 
JohnP. Kennedy, Daniel P. iUng, Lyon, MeCaoalen, Mc- 
Clelland, McDowell, McUvaine, Maiah, Edward Joy Mo^ 
rts, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Moiae, Moeeley, Owan, ht- 
erson. Petit, FlKsnia, PoUoek, Kljaka R. Potter, Kmenr D. 
Potter, Pratt, Preaton, Ramaay, Rayner, Charlaa M. Boed. 
BeUe, Robinson, Rockwell, Radnay, Rogers, St John, 
Stmpla, Scbenek, Sareranea. David L. Seymour. Sbaont, 
ARwrt Smitb, Jehn T. Smitk, Thomaa Smith, Caleb B. . 
tolth, Robert Smith, Stae a rad, Andrew Blawart, A. P. Staaa, 
Sykas; Tbantasaon, TibbatU, TUdan, Trier, Vtate, Van- 
meter, Vinton, Weller, Woniworik, Welhcred, John 
White. Winthrop, William Wright, and Joseph A. Wright 
—105. 

NAYS— Messrs. Anderson, .\rringtan, .^she. .itklnson, 
Baninger, Bayly, Belscr, Benton. Bldiiick, Kdw. J. Black, 
James Black. James A. Black, Blackwell. Boyd. Brengle, 
Brodhead. Aaron V. Blown, Milton Brown. Burke, Burt, 
I aldwcll. Campbell. Carpenter. Sliepard Carj, Catiin, Reu- 
ben Chapman, .Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Clinton, 

ulib. (.uIm, Cross. Cullom, Daniel, Dawson. Dean, Deber- 

' Ilellet, Dillingbam. Uromgoole. Duuhp. Ficklin. Oog- 
gift. VilHtiOreen, Hale. Hannibal Hamlin. Ilammctt, Har- 
alson. Herrick, Hoge. Hopkins. Houston. Hubard. Hubbell, 
Hungerford. Cave JohnaOH. Andrew JoiuihOn, George W. 
Jones, I'restou King, KirkuAtiick, Labranche, Luces, Lump- 
kin. Maclay. McClernand. MoConneli, .VuKay. Isaac E. 
Morse, Muriihy. Newton, Norris. Parmenter, Payne, Peyton, 
l^irdy, Rathbun, Darid S. Reid, Reding, RheU, Ritter. 
Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, Slideil, Spence, 
J. .Stewart, Stiles, J. W. Stone, Taylor, Thompson, Tucker, 
Wheaton, Benjamin White, Williams, Woodward, Yancey, 
aad¥aat-««. 

Co tba motioa of Mr. TiraATTS, the title was 
amended to make H eonform to the amendment 
whieb bad been made therein. 

ORDER or BUSINESS. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the House proceed 
to dispose of the business on the Speaker's table. 

The SPEAKER said that could only be done by 
a suspension of the rules, which would openUe to 
the postponement of the morning hour. 

Mr. McKAY moved a suspension of the rules, 
that ihe House might resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the slate of the Union, for the par- 
pose of taking up the undisposed of appropriation 
bills; and on this he called for the yeas and nays. 

A message was received from the Senate, com- 
municating certain bills and resolutions which have 
paased thst body. 

Some conversation ensued between several mem- 
bers, but great confusion prevailed, aad its purport 
could not be ascertained. The Speaker, by great ex- 
actions, caused eompamlive qtiiet to prevail and 

Mr. BARNARD then inquired wnat the regcdar 
order of busineas would be if the House should re> 
fUse to suspend the rules to go into committee. 

The SPEAKER tepUed that reperta trota eo«- 
mitvees during the morning hour Wbuld bs the first 
buslnesA. 

Mr. BARNARD called for the yeaa and nays on 
suspending the rules, remarking that there were 
several reports that it was deairahle should be made. 

After some further eonversation, 
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The SPEAKER put the question on aeconding 
the demand for the yea* and nay», and they were 
ordered, and being taken, rewilted thus— yea* 83, 
naya 107. 

So the House refusad to auapend to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

RHODE ISIiAND AFFAIRS. 

The report of Mr. Burks, from the lelectcom- 
mitKe on the memorial of CMtain democratic mem- 
bers of the legiilature of Rhode Island, made at the 
lost session of Congress, and concluding with a 
series of rssolutions, was announced by the Speaker 
as the 6ntt business regularly in ' order during the 
morning hour; and on this Mr. Elhcr was entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. C. J. ENQERSOLL called for the regular 
order of business. He inquired of the Speaker now 
long the morning hourlasted. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER replied one hour from this time. 

It wanted now fire minutes of 1 o'clock. 

Mr. ELMER having taken the floor, 

Mr. RATHBUN appealed to him to move the 
reference of this subject to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union^ so as to enable 
them to proceed to other business. 

Mr. ELMER not pressing his right to the floor 
for debate, complied with the ret^uest, moving the 
reference acconiingly, and moving the previoiu 
question thereon. 

ThcSPEAKElR said the previous question, if 
susiained, would cut off the motion to refer, and 
bring the House to a direct vote en the resolutions. 

Mr. ELMER withdrew the motion. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON and Mr. STEENROD 
appealed to the gentleman to move to lay the sub- 
ject on the table. 

' Other suggestions were made to postpone the sub- 
j«ct 

Mr. ELMER finally conclodii^ not to waive his 
right to the floor, proceeded with his remarks. 

Mr. Elmbr said this question bad come up un- 
expectedly and suddenlv; and it was certainly not 
a little awkward to be caUed on to finish a spsecfa 
to-day which was commenced nearly two months 
ago; and besides, h* was afflicted, as the House 
would perceive, with a hoarseness, which almost de- 
prived hhn of the physical power of speaking. The 
importance of the aoesiions involved, however, for- 
bade that he riiouhl suffer tbAi to be passed upon 
without further discussion. 

In coniinuintr his remarks, (which may We bei»- 
after reported more at length,) Mr. E. proceeded to 
remark that the committee, in announciDg ther first 
proposition, alErming the natural equality of men, 
had actually narrowed the great prinaple announced 
in the declaration of independence, that "all men are 
created equal," to a very different proposition, viz: 
that "all fru men, when they form the social com- 
pact, are equal." For his part, he held to the great 
truth for which our revolutionary fathers fou^tand 
bled, that all men are created equal, be they black Or 
white; and that all men have a right to be iree. 

The general truth announced in the three first 
resuiuiions, that the people are the true source of all 
government, and have a light to alter, reform, or 
abolish such government as they suppose will best 
promote their happiness, was not disputed. Much 
diMcai^sion had taken place upon the question, who 
constituted the people, and have this right In his 
(Mr. E.'s) judffmcntj the people, in theory, sMe all 
men, high and low, rich and poor, wise and simple, 
block and white. Practically, however, and, in- 
deed. In the very nature of things, and by providen- 
tial arrangements which ho resolutions or paper 
constitutions can supersede, the people thus entitled 
to govern themse Ivrs are only those people, or that 
part of the people, who have the intellectual, the 
moral, and the physical capacity to carry on the 
government. So it has been from the beginning o 
the world, and so it will be to the end of time. 
Eveiy attempt of the body of people not prepared 
for it to establish a free government has failed, and 
must continue to fail. 

The committee, having announced certain general 
principles, proceed with resolutions affirming that 
the constitution said to have been adopted by the 
people of Rhode Island in 1841, (by the movement, 
he added, of Mr. Dorr,) was lawfully adopted. In 
his (Mr. E.'s) judgment, this proposition was 
fininded upon the asauinption of a Alse principle, 
viz.: upon the principle that a constitution might be 
legally adopted, and supersede a government alrea- 
dy in existence, without, and even against, the con- 
sent of that government This pnnciple Mr. E. 



en&phatioally denied, and insisted that it involved a 
contradiction in terms. It is admitted that the peo- 
ple an supreme. They are the source of power, 
and have a perfect right to set up, alter, and over- 
throw their own government. But this tfastr can 
only do legally, by means of a process prestirioed in 
the constitution itself^ or by authority of laws en- 
acted by authority ef the legislative power of gov- 
ernment. 

When a people establish a govemraeot ^idi 
general powers—that is, such a govemraent •• is 
mstitulea in all our States, not like the govenunent 
of the United States, having ooljr such pow«e ■• 
are expressly nanted, but having all power not 
actually deniedor restrained — such govenunent, in 
the verv nature of things, is intrusted by the people 
themselves with the power of self-preservation, and, 
of course, with the power of declaring what shall 
conHitute treason, the very element of which crime 
consists in a forcible attempt to overthrow the gov- 
emmenL In any legal sense, there is no such thing 
as treason against "the people." 

But the committee seem to suppose that, if the 
people are admitted to have a right to supersede 
theff goveniment, this must necessarily be a legal 
right. How can an aa be legal (Mr. E. asked) which 
is authorized by no law either prescribed by the 
constitution or by the l^islative poweri This 
question (Mr. EL went on to say) was by no means 
unimponont, or without any practical application. 
The oocumsnts appended to the report of the com- 
mittee show that, if a majority of tlie people of 
Rhode Island really did vote in fiivor of the Don- 
constitution, (which is at best doubtful,) they did it 
under the unrounded impression that the mere a« 
of voting for it would supersede, and put an end to, 
tlie existing government; and that, when that gov- 
ernment, denring both the legality of the proceed- 
ings and the met that a fair majority of the people 
had adopted that constitution, it resisted the action* 
of the officers daiming to act under it; and Mr. Dorr 
took up arms, and all the oflicers and the members 
of bota branches of his legislature resigned their 
offices, and refused to support him. If uiere was a 
majority on Dorr's side up to this time, it is very 
certain that there was afterwards a large majority 
against him. 

Mr. E. went on to deny that there was any eom- 
pelent evidence before the House to show whether 
a majority of the people did, or did not, adopt the 
Dorr constitution. In fiict, there never was, and in 
the nature of things there could not be, any legal 
evidence on the question, either on one side or uie 
other. No law had prescribed how, or when, or 
where, the votes should be takes; and there neither 
was, nor could be, any lecal authority to judge 
wh^er those only voted who were invited to do so 
by the convention. No oaths of office were taken 
by the persons who took and returned the votes. 
In point of fact, it appears that one person was al- 
lowed to vole for another, upon merely producing a 
writing purporting to be signed by the person whose 
vole was ofiered, without any proof that the person 
thus voting ever saw the paper, or was in the limits 
of the Stale, or alive. Some five thousand votes of 
this kind were taken; and well might Mr. Atwell, 
one of Dorr's original and active supporters, declare, 
as he did on the floor of the Rhode Island legislature, 
thai he doubted whether a majority of the people 
had voted for the constitution. 

Well might this House pauee, then, (said Mr. 
E.,) before it undertook thus to decide upon doubt- 
ful facts, which it did not belong to this body 'to de- 
cide; with which, in faet, tbey had nothing to do; 
and the decision of which, either one way or the 
other, can produce no result. And especially should 
they pause befbre they adopted principles which, it 
carried out, would utterly subvert all government, 
and would authorize the people of this District to 
meet in convention and establish theiE own govern- 
ment, and turn the Congress of the United States, 
neck and heels, out of the doors of their own halls. 

One of the resolution* eensnres the President for 
his interference in thismatter. This interference, so 
ftr as it went, Mr. E. defended as authorized by the 
ooostitution of the United Stales, and as having been 
exereiMd in this case with proper fiwbearance and 
discretion. He quoted that part of section four of 
article fi>ar, which declares that the United Slates 
shall protect each State, "on application of the legis- 
lature, or of the executive when the l^islature can- 
not be convened, against domestic violence;" and 
the act of Coneress prescribing the manner in which 
the President Mall carry into effect that provision of 
the eoHstitntien. He insisted that the "domestic vio- 



lence" here referred to, wasany violenceaUempladby 
the people, or any part of them, against the tt***^ 
laws of a State. This was a gnuit of power, by 
Ae^ people themselves, to the general government, 
which took away from these same people the right 
of revolution; or, in other word*, leqniied that rev- 
olution to be strong enough, pot oiuy to overcome 
the physical and fegal power of the State govem- 
ment, but the power of the general government also. 
The constitution of the United States recognises the 
charter government of Rhode Island as "a republi- 
can government," having power to protect itseU' 
fiom alteration or violence in any shape. 

The last resolution of the committee undnlakn 
to censure Mr. Pitman, (United States judge in 
Rhode Island,) and other atizens of Rhode Idand, 
who held offices under the general govemmeot, for 
their interference with arms in support of the Slate 
government. No complaint is made that, in thus 
acting, they were using any of their official powen. 
Sure^ (said Mr. E.) this House will never sanctioa 
such an attempt to scrutinize and condemn the con- 
duct of any man, in his capacity as a citizen of a 
State, upon the ground that he was, at the same 
time, an officer of the general government. His 
holding such an office does not supersede, nor in any 
wise interfere with, his righbi or duties aa a dtizen 
of the State. Mr. E. concluded by remarking, that 
he was anxious not unnecessarily to detain the 
House at this late hour of the sesuon, and by ap(ri- 
ogizing for the desultory character of his remarfcs, 
wnich would find their excuse in the peculiar cir- 
cumstance* in which he was compelled to make 
them. 

Mr. WILLIAMS made a brief address in reply 
to Mr. E.^-contending that the people were the sov- 
ereign power, and that they had the inalienable right 
to alter, abolish, or amend their form of govern- 
ment, at their will and pleasore; and that govern- 
ments could only rightfully exist by the consent of 
he governed. 

The morning hour having expired, the gentleman 
was cat off in t he mid st of liis remarks. 

Mr. HAMMETT inquired what the regular or- 
der of buaineas was now. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was the bills, res- 
olutions, Aq., on the Speaker's table, (amongst 
which was the resolution for the annexation of 
Texas.) 

Mr. HAMMETT hoped the House would pro- 
ceed with the regular orocr of business. 

Mr. BARNARD said there were yet several ap- 
propriation bills which had not been acted upon; 
and, amongst others, were the bills making appro- 
priations for the army and navy for the next Meal 
rear. For the purpose of disposing Of those biHs, 
he moved a suspension of the rules, that the Houss 
might resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; and on that motion he 
called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being ta- 
ken, resulted thus — yeas 58, nay* 113. 

So the motion was rejected. 

The SPEAKER then announced that the busi- 
ness in order was the executive communieatiom 
and other matters on the Speaker's table; uid he an- 
nounced "a communication from the President of 
the United States." 

Mr. WINTHROP rose and called the attention 
of the Chair to the rule, which said that, after the 
expiration of the morning hour, a motion stsf k 
mode that the House do now proceed to dispose of 
the business on the Speaker's table. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he would remove 
the difficulty by making such amotion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
communication from the President of the United 
States, in answer to a resolution from the House, 
calling for the correspondence which has passed be- 
tween this government and that of Mexico in rela^ 
lion to the claims of our citizens Ibr indemnities; 
and it was refWred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

The SPEAKER next announced a communica- 
tion Arom the Treasury Department. 

Mr. BARNARD said they had received one com- 
munication, and therefore it was competent for him 
to move that the rules be suspended, that the House 
might resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
oh the state of the Union; and he made such a mo- 
tion. [Loud cries of "Order," "Go on with the 
bosine8s,"*cl 

The SPEAKER decided that the House bad 
agreed to di^iose of t|i9 basinets on the Speaker^ 
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table, and therefore the motion of the gentleman 
front New York waa not in older. 

Mr. BARNARD appealed from the deciaion of 
the Chair; and on the appeal he called for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. BARNARD desired the rule to be read. 
[Cries of "I object," "aueation," "It is not debata- 
ble," "Uo on with the orders," *«.] 

The SI%AKEK(Mr. Hopkin* aeUng pro tern.) 
remarked that, if the House would leave the matter 
to the gentleman from New York and himself, there 
would be no difficulty. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BARNARD deaired distinctly to understand 
th«ffrounds of the Speaker's decision. 

The SPEAKER restated them. 

The TOtewas then taken on the appeal, and 117 
voted in the affirmative, and 51 in the n^;ative. 

So the deciaion of the Chair stood as the jud^ 
ment of the House. 

The next communication was from the Secretary 
of the Treasury; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The amendment of the Senate to the bill for the 
relief of Samuel Noeley, came up, and waa concur- 
red in. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

The joint resolution "for annexing Texas to the 
United States," which originated in the House and 
waa this morning returned (irom the Senate with an 
amendment, came up next in order, the question be- 
in^ on coocuirenee in the amendment. 

/[The original resolution, as it passed the House, 
aiid the amendment adopted in the Senate, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Walkek, will be found in the Senate 
proceedings.! 

The amendment of the Senate having been read, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that it be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the stale of 
the UnioA, and asked the previous question on this 
motion. 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to a point of order. He 
wished to inquire first whether the previous ques- 
tion, if sustained, did not cut off the motion to 
commit' 

The SPEAKER replied that it did not, inasmuch 
as, by the rules of the House, the amendment, in- 
volving an appropriation, was required to be com- 
mitted. 

Mr. WINTHROP. Another rule of the Ho«w 
is, that this, and all other amendments, be com- 
mitted to the conunittee from whom the bill ema- 
nated. 

The SPEAKER. The rule requires that this 
amendment shall be committed to the Committee of 
the Whole, as it contains an appropriation. The 
main question will be on the commitment. 

Mr. WINTHROP. Ho* can a vole of the 
House compel another thing than the rule of the 
House requires? 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL and Mr. JAMESON 
called the gentleman from Massachusetts to order. 

Mr. WINTHROP. I move to refer the amend- 
ment and the bill to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs; and if the Chair decides this motion not to 
be in order, I take an appeal from the decision. 

The SPEAKER staled the question to be on the 
appeal. 

Mr. WINTHROP. My point of order is this: 
the rule^ of the House require that every bill con- 
taining an appropriation shall be first discussed in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Therefore, no motion is required, and no vote of 
the House is required, to reur it to this committee. 
That being the case, the motion to commit to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs is in order,. *«twith- 
standing the motion to refer to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The Speaker 
deciding the motion to refer to the Committee on 
Foreign Affmrs out of order, be took an appeal 
from the decision. 

The question, "Shall the decision of the Chair 
atand as thejudgmentof the House?" was taken, 
'and decided in the affirmative— yeas 139, nay* 34. 

So the deciaitm of tbe Chair being sustained, the 
motion of Mr. WnrrBKor was ruled out of order. 
. Mr. SCHENCK then raised the point of otder 

Vthat Ihe previous question cuUi off the motion to 
commit, that the bill containing an appropriation 
must be committed to tbe Committee of the Whole 
on the slate of the Union, and therefore the previ- 
ous question cannot be sustained, which makes the 
question debatable. If the Chair decided he had 
no right to debate it, he would take an appeal. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order, and 
decided that the question was not debatable. 
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Mr. SCHENCK appealed from tbe decision of the 
chair, and called for the yeas and nays; which being 
ordered, tbe question was taken on the appeal, and 
resolted in sustaining the decision of the Chair — 
yMB 190, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS.-AlMfln. Aaderton, Anin^on, Aihe, AtUnion, 
Bsrrbicn; Btyljr, Belief, Benton, Bldlack, Jamei BUck, 
Junu XJUack, Black well, Bowlin, Bojrd, BrodhMd, Aaron 
V. BrowBi.W.J. Brown. Biuke, Burt, CaMwell, Campbell, 
Caifenter, ^ramiah £. Csrjr, Shepard Carj, Catlin, Cansin, 
Rauben Chapman, Auriutai A. Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, 
CUaton, C*W, Colaa.Croaa, Cullom, J. W. Davii, Dawion, 
Daaa, Dabenj, Delict, DiUingham, DoDglaaa, Drarogoole, 
DunoBB, Onuiap, EUis, Ebaar, Fsries, ncUin, Fmioh, 
Foller, G<MWin, Hale. Haainett, Hanlaon, Hsya, Henick, 
Holmea, floge, Bopkini, Hoiuton, Huban), Hubbell, 
Haghei, Hnngerford, Jamel B. Htut, Chadea J. IngeraoU, 
Jamason, Cave Jotuuoa, Perisv B. Jehnaon, Andrew John- 
•oa, Oeorn W. Jonaa, Aoonw Kanaedy, Labnaclw, 
tnmpkin, Xyen, >lcCaa<laa, MaoUv, McClellasd, Mc- 
Clamand, McConwU, MeKay, Joaa|3> Morria, Freeman 
H. MOrae, lasac B. Moraa, Murphy/ Norrii, Pannanter, 
Payaa, Pnrdy, David 8. Raid, Rediiig, Rells, Bitter, Bobeita, 
Ruaaell, Sauadeia,. Sealer, Tbomai H. Seymoar, Simoni, 
John T. Smilh, gpenee, Staanrod, Btepkana, John Stalwart, 
8Ule<,JanHU W. Stona, AlBni T. Stoae, Btroog, Bykea, 
Taylor, 'nionuioa, Thompaon, Tibbatti, Taekor, went- 
wortk. John Wktta, Williama, Woodwaid, Joaeph A. 
Wright, Ykocey, and'yost-IW. 

NAlf g . Mau ra. AMma, Jeremiah Browo, Carroll, Dick- 
ey, Foot, Oiddinga, Uiinneil, Haiper, Hndi on, WaiUngton 
HnnL IrvK D^et P.'King, MellTahn, Edward J. Merrii, 
Moaeley, Bayoer, Chkriea M. Reed, Rogera, Schenck, 
Tildea, Watkered, andWinthnip-aa. 

Mr. W. HUNT tnoved to lay tbe amendment 
of the Senate on tbe table; and the yeas and nays 
being ordered, the qneMion was taken and decided 
in tiM negative— yeas 59, nays 120, as follows: 

TEAS— Menn. Abbot, .Adama, Bakar, Barrisger, Bar- 
nard, Brengte, Jeremiah Brown, Carroll, Canaia, ChiUoS, 
Ciiogman, Collamer, Cranaton, Oarrelt Daviz, Richard D. 
DavM, Dickey, Fiah, Fkirancs, Foot, Oiddinga, Willii 
Green, Orinsell, Grider, Edwiud a Hamlin, Hardiii, Haiprr, 
Hadaon, W. Hunt, Jenka, Pedey B. Johnaon, John F- Ken- 
nedy, Daniel P. King, MeUTaiae, Marrh, Edward J. Morrii, 
Freeman H. Afoise, Moaely,' Pateraoa, Eliiha R. Patter, 
Rayner, Chariea M. Raed, Itockwall, Rodney, Rogera, 
Scbanck, Baveranea, t^<>l>l> B-. Smith, Spence, Andrew 
Stewait, Summaia, Thomaaaon, Tyler, Vance, Vanmetar, 
Vinton. Welhered, John White, Winlhrop, sod William 
Wright— W. 

NAYS— Moaiia. Aaderaon. Arrington, Bayly, Belaer, 
Benton. Bidlaok, Jaaaas Blacit, Jamea A. Black, Blackwell, 
Boyd. Brodhea<L Aaroa V. Brown, Milton Brown, Wil- 
liam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Caipen- 
ter, Jeremiah £. Cary. Shepaid Caiy, CatUn, Reuben Cbap- 
man, Anruatu A. Chapman, ChappsU, Clinton, Cobb, 
Croaa, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davia, Dawaon, 
Daan, Dellet, DiUingham, DouglsM, Dromgoola, Dun- 
lap, EUii, Elmer, Fkrlee, Ficklin, French, Fnllrr, Ham- 
mett, Hanlaon, Henlay, Holmu, Hopliina, U^oalan, 
Hongatferd, James B. Hunt, Chariea J. IngeraoU. Janaaon, 
Cava JohntoB, Andrew Johnaon, (Jeorge W. Jonaa, An- 
drew Kennedy, Kirkpatriok, Iiabianohe, Lnmpkin. Lyon, 
McCautlen, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernk*d. Met'onnell, 
McDowell, McKay, Jowph Monii, Muiphy, Newlon, 
Norria, Owen, Panaeater, rayne. Peyton, Emery D. Potter, 
Pnrdy, Ralhbun, David 8. Raid, Reding, ReUa, Ritiar, 
Roberta, Robinaon, Ruaaall, Sainple, Saonden, Senter, 
Thomaa H. Seymour, David L. Seyaour, Simona, Bimpaon, 
SUdell, John T. Smith, Thomaa Brntth, Robert SniU, 
Steenrod, Stetaon, John Stewart, Stilei, Jamea W. Stone, 
AUVed P. Stone, Strong, Sykea, Taylor, Thomraon, Tn<- 
batta, Tnekar, Weller, Weatworth, Banijamia white, wa- 
liame, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright. Taneey, and Y«at— 
130. 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS said there were many cen- 
tlemen absent who dseired to vote on thia subject; 
and therefore he aaked for a call of the House, 
and on that he called for the yeas and nays; whidi 
were ordered, and being taken, it waa oecided in 
the negative. 

So the call was refused. 

Mr. RAMSEY inquired if it would 1)0 in order 
to move that the House take a recess for one hour. 
He made such motion. 

Mr. SAUNDERS inquired if the gentleman made 
the motion in good failn, and if he would go on to 
vote afterward* if the reeesa should be agreed to. 

Mr. RAMSEY made some reply, which was in- 
audible lU tbe reporter's desk. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion for a recess 
to be out of order. 

Mr. CARROLL moved to lay the motion to 
commit on tbe table; and on that he called for the 
yeaa and nays. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said that question had been 
decided already. 

The SPEAKER decided it to be out of order. 

Mr. CARROtXi took an appeal from that decia- 
ion of the Chair; and on that question he called for 
the veas and nara. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved to lay Ihe appeal on 
the table; and on that he called for the yea* and 
nays. 

Mr. CARROLL said he did not wish to consume 
the time of the House, and therefore he withdrew 
hi* appeal. 



The SPEABXR again stated the question to be 
on seconding the demand for the previous question, 
which was seconded; the main question was also 
ordered to be now put 

The question then recurred on the motion to com- 
mit to the Committee of the Whole on the stale of 
the Union. 

Mr. BARNARD raised some questioa, which 
Was not heard in the confoaion. 

The SPEAKER decided it to be out of otder. 

Mr. BARNARD appealed. 

The SPEAKER refused to entertain the appeal; 
the same point having been before decided. 

Mr. BARNARD appealed from that decision. 

The SPEAKER reAised to entertain that appeal. 

Bir. RAYNER rose, amidst loud cries of "ques- 
tion." He said he knew his rights, and gentlemen 
need not cry "question" to him. In an important 
ea*e like thia, he *aid he should have prefiirred to 
see the Speiiker himself in the chair — not that he ' 
hadany oiareapect for the gentleman in the chair, 
<[Bdr.Wnj.Ba was oeenpying the chair temporarily, 
for Mr. Jones, the Speaker. ) He then said he rose 
to make an inquiry from the Chair. 

Tbe SPEAKER. Tbe gentleman will come to 
order. 

Mr. RAYNER. It i* to a point of order that I 
rise. 

The SPEAKER. The gendeman will state hi* 
ooint of order. 

BAr. RAYNER. My point of order is this: The 
opinion of the Chair is subject to the decision of the 
Hoiuse; and it is the right of any member to appeal 
from that opinion to the House, and throw himself 
on tihe justice of the House. That is tbe course 
my friend from New York takes; he takes an appeal 
irom the decision of the Chair, aiid insists upon it 

The SPEAKER, making no reply to either of 
the gentlemen, slated that the qusstion would be on 
referring this Wll to the Committee of the Whole on 
tbe slate of the Union. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the House ad- 
journ. I do not think it ■• in a good coaoition for 
doing business. 

Mr. WETHERED aaked for the veas and nays, 
which were ordered, and being taKcn, were yeaa 
i2, nays 137. 

So the House refused to adjoem. 

The ffi>EAKER (Mr. Hopkins ooeupying the 
chair) stated that the question recurred on the refer- 
ence of the bill to tbe Coasmittse of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. RAYNER. I rise for tbo purpose of ex- 
plaining and retracting a remark made a few mo- 
ment* aiace. I referred to the abaenoe of the 
Speidnr of the House, which I have since under- 
stood is occasioned by indispomtioa. I regret that I 
made the aHusion, and retract it 

llie SPEAKER again propounding the question 
on the referanof, 

Mr. BARNARD rose and inquired if a motion 
would be in order to suspend the rules to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. It is not 

Bfr. BARNARD. 1 appeal from that decision of 
the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Tbe Chair understands that 
this appeal has before been taken. It is not again 
in order. 

Mr. BARNARD augge^ted that the former ap- 
peal was at another time and under other circum- 
stances, 

The Weaker, it is the same question and on 
the same subject The question ia on referring the 
bill to tbe Committee of the Whole on the stale of 
the Union. 

Tbe question was taken and decided in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. BARNARD called for the yeas and nays on 
this question. 

The CHAIR said it was too late, the question was 
already decided. 

Mr. BARNARD said he rose and called for the 
yea* and nay* before the decision of the Chair was 
announced. 

,7he CHAIR said he did not bear the gentleman 
call for the yeaa and nays. The question waa dis- 
tinctly pot, and allowing a sufficient lime for the re- 
sponse, the decision waa announced. 

Mr. gaLlDELL moved that the Houae resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the stau of 
the Union. 

The SPEAKER said the fint business m order 
was the remainder of the bOls on the Speaker's table 

Blr. TIBBATTS moved to reeoaaider the vote by 
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which iha Houm had ordered the cooaideratioi) of 
the bills on the Speaker's table, but withdrew fbr • 
moment at the augeetition of seTwal gentlemeo. 

The remainingoiIlB from the Senate \jinf on tb^ 
Speaker's table were severally taken up, twice read, 
and appropriately referred; with the exception of 
the biff for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson, 
which, on motion of Mr. RATHBUN, wta read a 
th^ tune, and passed. 

ANNEXATION AGAIN- 

Mr WBLLER noved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union fer the paipoae 
of takine up the omendaMnt of the Senate to the 
Texas bM. 

The motion being agreed to, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. C. Jobnion in the chair.) 

Mr. WEIXER moved that the committee take 
up the Joint resolution for the annexation of TeXM 
to the UnioD^ with the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. WII4THR0P asked if there waa no busi- 
ness before the .^mmittee which had the preeedenee. 
If so, the Texas natation could notbe taken up 
till that business was postponed. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired if the appropriation 
bills had not the precedence under • rule of the 
House. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BARNARD then moved that the committee 
lake up the army appjwpriationbill: rejected without 
a division. 

Mr. BARNARD then moved that the committee 
take up the navy appropriation bill, and called for 
tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs WbiTHRor, and 
Stewart of Connecticut, were appointed, who, on 
taking the vole, reported — ayes S3, noes 99. 

The question recurred on tsKing up the joint res- 
olution for the annexation of Texas to the Union, 
with the amendments of the Senate, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

The amendment of the Senate having been read, 

Mr. WELLER moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. PEYTON offered an amendmeiit. 

The CHAIR said it was not m order, there being 
a motion pending. 

Mr. RAYNER asked if it was in order to move 
to amend the motion of the gentleman from Ohio, 
by adding the words, "and report the bill to the 
House. 

The CHAIR said it would not be in order. 

The question was then put on Mr. Wkllbr's 
motion, and it being decided in the affirmative, the 
committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. JAMESON then submitted a resolution tbat 
all debate on the joint resolution in Committee of 
the Whole shall cease in five minutes after the same 
shall again be taken up in Committee of the Whole, 
and that the committee should then proceed to vote 
upon the amendments pending, and that might be 
oflTered; after which it should report the resolution 
to the House as amended. Mr. J. moved the pre- 
vious queation on this resolution, which waa sec- 
onded, and the main question ordered. 

Mr. BARNARD called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The main question, being on the adoption of Mr. 
Jaueson's resohition, was then put, and dedded in 
the affirmative— yeas 138, nays 51. 

On motion by Mr. WEIXER, the rules were sua- 
pended, and the House again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of tlie Union, 
Mr. C. JoHNsoir in the chair, and resumed the con- 
sideration of the joint resolution for the annexation 
of Texas to the Union, together with the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE obtained the floor for the 
five minutes allowed for debate, and said before he 
commenced the remarks which he designed to oflta' 
to the commitlee, he desired to inquire if it was ne- 
cessary that he should make a motiott to entitle him 
to make a speech. 

The CHAIRMAN said the amendment of the 
Senate was before the committee, and the gentleman 
could speak on that. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose end was about to make 
some remark. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE said he hoped the gentleman 
from Ohio would not interrupt him. ' 

Mr. SCHENCK hoped the five minutes would 
be divided between him and the gentleman from Vii^ 
ginia. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE said the genUeman had had 



as much of it as could be allowed him, and he 
could notbe allowed to have anv more. [A voice, 
"Oh, give him two and a half."] He thought jeatr 
ing had gone Ihr enough. 

Mr. RAYNER inquired if the resolutions had 
been taken up by the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN replied tbat they had. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE said he wasabout to say that 
an extraordinary effort had been made to defeat this 
great proposition; but it had been sent to, and was 
returned from the Senate, and he begged to call the 
attention of the committee to the source firem which 
the intimation bad come, on which the geatleoMn 
oppoaite wen here acting. 

He begged to reed from the National InteUigen- 
eer. He was proceeding to read the following pass- 
age from the Intelligenoer of this moming, when he 
was called to order 

"Oar readers niift net lUl Into the error of aapjioainc 
that tbia doeiaion by the floaata aatllea th« Taxaa qomtion. 
It wurUItt it, on the contnrx, apparently htjaad the poa- 
aibilUy of Ha iMiiig detamined at tha praaent aeaaion of 
Congma. it ia hanUjr poiaible that tlw Hoaar of Rapro- 
acntatiTea, with ono-liui of ali tlw boaiiwaa «f the uaaion in 
ita lianda natooehed, can again teaob a qoaation which, 
once talcao np, will laave for other bnatBoaa no ranainder 
of the teaaion. Bat, ahonld tha qoeation be raaohed, it ia 
atill leaa wilhia the ooanpaaa of probability that the amend- 
meM aaade by the Sonalo will iccolvo tha lanction of the 
Houae. Thejointreaolntionpeaacd by chance: that chance 
can hardly again rseur. 

"We could lure wlahed, iadaed, that the aaaetily of the 
conititntlon, and the righta of the Sonate.liad been vindica- 
ted by tliat body ititlf; but there ia conaolation in the ro- 
llootion tiiat, ia the cbocka and balanoeii of the gOTemment, 
and oapoeially of each Honae of Concreaa upon the otlin', 
a eonipenaation ia aomebnau happily to be found, and Bay 
be hoped to be found in thii ca<«, for the confution of the 
aenaoa under which bodiea even ao elevated aa the Senate 
of the United Btatra aonwtimoa atny from the peth of right 
and duty." 

Mr. WETHERBD called the gentleman to order- 
Mr. WINTHROP also rose to a question of or- 
i/sr. He believed it was the rule in the House not 
to allude to what had taken place in committee, and 
he also believed it waa not m order in committee 
to allude to w hat ha d taken place in the House. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS also rose to a point of 
order. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE said that waa not in order, 
as there was already one question of order pend- 
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[r- WINTHROP rnterated his point of order. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE said when he was out of or- 
der, and was called to order by the Chair, he would 
submit. 

Mr. SCHBNCK called upon the gentleman fh>m 
VtifiDiR to take his seat, tma, he understood, being 
the requirements of the rule when a gentleman was 
called to order. 

Mr. DROMOOOLE said be had not yet been de- 
cided to be out of order. 

Some further conversation ensued, and then Mr. 
Dromooole surrendered the floor. 

Mr. PEYTON submitted an amendment to pro- 
vide that, in the terms of the admission of Texas, 
it should be stipulated that that part which lies 
south of 36° 30', commonly known as the compro- 
mise line, should be admittsd as free or slave States, 
as the people of such States may determine when 
they apply to be admitted into the Union; and, fur- 
thermore, that it shall be also stipulated and d»- 
clared that the public debt of Texas shall in no 
event become a charge on the United States. 

Mr. JAMESON remarked that Uiot was already 
provided for in the resolutions- 
Mr. PEYTON called for tellers; and they were 
ordered; and Messrs. BinicE and Wimthrop were 
appointed; and they reported 39 in the affirmative, 
and 96 in the negative. 

So Uie amendment waa rejected - 

Mr- SAMPLE then offered an amendment, which 
was not heard distinctly, but it was understood to 
provide that one of the terms of admission a^uld 
be tha freedom of the territory of Texas from 
slavery. 

The vote OB the amendment was taken by 
Messrs Wihthrop and O. W. Jokei, tellers, who 
reported 37 in the afllrmative, and 87 in the n^a- 
tive. 

So the amendment was rejected- 
Mr. SAMPLE then offered an amendment as a 
proviso, to fix as a basis of admission of Texas, 
that the territory diouU be equally divided into firee 
and slave States. 

On this the vota was 35 in the affirmative, and 93 
in the negative. 

A|r. HARDIN offered an amendment to nrovide 



thai in no event shall the debt ofTexaa ba a ehaigs 
on the government of the Uoiled'StBtaa; 

It was rejected— 31 in the affirmattve, and lOl in 
tha nentive. 

Mr. BARNARD offered an amendment to strike 
out certain words, the effect of which would be to 
deprive the President of the discretion given to him 
in the reaolution to negotiate on Mr. M- Baowv's 
or Mr. Benton's plan, as he may think proper. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY ofihred an amendment, 
the precise purport of whidi wsa not beard. 

It was rejected — 31 ia the affimative, and 90 in 
the negative- 
Mr. OlDDINOS moved an ameodment to the 
amendment of die Senate, to add a proviso to the 
second clause, that ail the negotiations be made on 
the expreaa understanding tlut, in fixing the ratio 
of repreaentation b Congrass, no State hisreafiar to 
be formed outof the territory included in the bounda- 
ries of Texas shall include other than the free fopur 
latioa therein: rsjected- 

Mr- SCHENCK moved an amendment to the 
amendment, in the form of a proviso at the same 
place, that this annexation and cession do not take 
effect unless some of the territory ceded by the i»- 
public of Texas shall be found to lie north of M 
deerees 30 minutes of north latitude- 
Mr. S. asked for tellers; which were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the ameDdmeDl was 
rejected — ayes 34, noes 67. 

The question being on concurring in tbe amend- 
ment of the Senate, it waa taken, and -decided ia the 
^rmative without a division. 

The eommitiee then roac, and reported lbs amend- 
ment to the Houae. 

The question then being on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate reported from the com- 
mittee, 

Mr- HOGE, successful above many othv oom- 
petitors for the floor, moved the previous question- 

The demand for the previous question waa sec- 
onded, and the main qaestion was ordered- 

Mr.BRODHEAD, and other gentlemen, asked 
for the yeas ud nays on the main queation; which 
ware ordered. 

Tbe queation was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmattva— yeas 133, nays 76, as follows: 

TRAB—Meun. Andenon, ArrluttOB, AOthMon, Boylr, 
BoUrr, Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, Jamea Black,- 
MmatJi. Black, Blackwell, Bowlla, Boyd. Biinkaihoff, 
Broadhead, Aaron V< Brown, William J. Brown, Boiko, Bart, 
Caldwell. Caiponter, Jeremiah E. Carv, Shapaitl Carv. 
Catlis, ltenl>ei| Chapman, Aagnitna A. Chapman, Cha|well, • 
Clinton, Cobb. Colei, Croia, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, John 
W. Savia, lAwion, Dew, Dellet, Dillingham, Dong- 
laia, Diomgoole, Duncan, Dnnlaii, £llia, tYriee, noklis, 
Foater, French, Fuller, Hannibal Hamlin. Hammett.tlUnl- 
aon, Hayi. Henley, Henick, Holmea, Hoge, Hooaldn. Ha- 
bard, Hubbell, Hughea, Hangerfoid, JamM B. Hant, Chailaa 
. J. IngenoU, Jameton,-4^e Johnaon, Andrew Johnion, 
''Beone W. Jonei, Anarew tteniiedy, Proiton King, Kirk- 
Patrick, LabnnCbP, Leonard) Lueaa, Lumpkin, Lyon. Mc- 
Cauden, Maclty, McOeilaod.'McClemaBd.MeComiell, Mo- 
Dowell, McKay, Joaeph Morria, laaae E. Mono, Monby, 
Noma, Owen, Farmcnter, Payne, Kmeiy D. Potter, Pialt, 
Punly, Rathbun,, Duvid S. luid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, 
Rjlter, Roberts, JRohinson, Kuiiell,' St John, Saunden, 
Thomai H. Seymour, David L. Say&our, Simona, Simpaoa, 
SlideU, John T. Smith, Thomaa Smith. Roboit Smith. Slaaa- 
rod Stetaon, John Stewart, Stilci, Janei W. Stons, Alfred 
P. Stone. Slroug, Sykes, Taylor, Thompcon, Tibbatta, 
Tucker, Wtllar, Wentworth, Whoaton, B«i\Jamin. White, 
Williams, Woodward, Joiwpb A. Wright, Yancey, and 
Yo«l-=T3?: x^^ 

NAYS— .MeMm. Abbot, Adama, Aahe, .Baker, Bamnrer, 
Barnard, Brenglo, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Budiig- 
ton, c:arrali, Cauiiu, CblHon. Clinch, CUngman, Collsmer, 
Crtnaton, Danagb, OamU Davia, RiohanllD. Davis, Debar 

3', Dickey, Fiah, Klorenro, Foot, Giddinga, Oonto- WilUi 
men, Urinnell. Orider, Hale, F-dward 8. HamlSi, HanUn, 
Harper, Hudaon, Wajliington Hunt, (rvln, Jenka, Periey i. 
Johoaon, John P Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Mellnna, 
Mvah, Edward Joy Morrii, Freem«n H. Morae, Moaalay, 
Newton, Fatenon, Peyton. Fhmnix/rollook, SliahaR- Pat- 
ter, Pnaton, Ramaey, Rayner. Chaflec M. Heed, Boekwea 
Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severmnec, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spewre, Andrew Stewart. 
Sonnesa, Tildsn, Tyler. Vance, Vonaaoter, VintonjWatk- 
and, John White, Wiulhrop, and William Wnghl^M*. 

So (he amendment of the Senate was>>nett«d 
in. ^ 

Mr. MdOONNELL moved to reconsider the vote; 
and on this demanded the previous qoeslnm. 

The demand for the previous queation was seoondeo; | 
the main question was ordered; and being takta, 
was decided in the negative. 

Tkwt iht joint rt»oluHon "fir mmtxutg Ttrmi to Ai 
Vniltd BUUt" U fiHaUt fuaed, and mcmUs oaiy tk 
miahiretfUtePrmitntttbtctmtaiaa. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve iMt 
into a Committee of the Whole on the stale of the 
Unioq- 
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Mr. WETHE:RED moved that the House ad- 
journ: rejected. 

The motion of Mr. McKat wm agned to, and 
the Houee reiolved itself into Committee of tho 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. JDoncam in 
the chair.) 
' tSi. McKAY mored that the eommittee take np 
the naval appropriation bill; whieh motion was 
agreed to. 
The bill beins read, 

Mr. SLIOBLL offered an amendment providing^ 
that the appointments of midshipmen shall hereaftsr 
be made in due proportion from the several Stale* 
and Territories; ana 

After some remarks from Mr. BnHKnBorr in 
fitror of the motion, it -was agi^sed to. 

Mr. PARMENTER offered an amendment pro- 
ridings that no farther appointments shall be made 
ofthegrade of commanded, till the number is re- 
duced to 65; after which, there shall not be a greater 
number of commanders than 65 in the service. This 
was agreed to. 

The section making appropriations for pay, being 
read, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to strike out the pro- 
vision for the pay of the chief engineer, there 
being no such officer authorized dy law. 

Mr. McKAY inade some remarks in opposition 
to the motion; and, after some further conversation, 
the motion was waived for the present. 

On motion by Mr. McKAY, the bill was further 
amended by increasing the appropriatio'.i for the 
salary of the naval storekeeper at Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, from Al,2.'>0 to $1,500; which was agreed to. 
Mr. J. A. BLACK offered an amendment making 
an appropriation of f 11,800 for tilt-hammer and 
machinery in the anckor-6hop of the Washington 
navy-yard. ^^ 

Mr. PRATT offered some remarks in opposition 
to the amendment. 
Mr. Black's amendment was rejected. 
Some conversation ensued respecting that amend- 
ment, in which Messrs. HOLM^, PRATT, 
McKAY, J. A. BLACK, and other* took part. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved that the committee rise ; 
on which the vote was 32 in the affirmative, and ^ 
in th« negative ; no quorom voting. 

The committee rose and reported that fact to tite 
House. 

Mr. HALE moved that when the House adjourn, 
it adjourn to meet to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock ; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. RAYNER moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered 
and taken, and resulted thus : yeas 31, nays 81 ; so 
the motion was negatived. 

Mr. HAMLIN, adverting to the fact of no quo- 
rum voting, moved a call of the House ; agreed to. 

Th« roll was called, und 124 members answered 
to their names. 

Mr. VINTON moved to dispense with further 
proceedings in the call : carried. 

Mr. JAMESON moved a resolution to terminate 
debate in ten minutes on the bill under consider!^ 
tion in committee, and that the committee then pro- 
ceed to vote on the amendments that may be offered, 
and report the same, with the amendments agreed to, 
to the House. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved an amendment, to limit 
the time for debate to one minute. 

The previous question was asked and seconded, 
and the main question was ordered ; and being 
taken, the amendment of Mr. RATHBim was re- 
jected, and the original resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WETHEREO moved that the House ad- 
journ : rejected. 

On naotion of Mr. McKAY, the Committee of the 
Whole on tha state o'f the Union resumed its see- 
sion, and the consideration of the above bill, appro- 
priating for the naval service, (Mr. Duncan, of Ohio, 
in the chair.) 

The question was again put on the amendment of 
Mr. jr. A. Buck, appropriating $11,800 for a tilt 
hammer for the Washington navy yard anchor 
shop; and it wasrejected. 

Mr. HAMMETr offered an amendment appro- 
priatii)C$7S,300 for compensation to the heirs of 
Robert Fiilton, in full of his chums against the gov- 
ernment for inventing floetingsteamnitteries, super- 
intending the building of the steam ft-igate Fulton 
&c., dbc 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether the amend 
Dwnt vras in order. 
The CHAIR decided that it waa not in order. 



. Mr. E. J. MORRIS offered on amendment to 
luike out the appropriation for the Washington 
navy yard, and accompanied hi* motion with some 
temarKS; ^r which he withdrew it. 

Mr. BLATHBUN offered an amendment appco- 
priating $3,000 for building bulk head and *ea wall, 
and repair* of shores at Saeketfs harbor navy yard: 
agreed to. 

Mr. McKay offered a proviso to come in under 
the appropriation of f$00,000, that $17,303 of the 
money ohall be apon^ated to the building of « 
depot for charts ana instruments: agreed to. 

Mr. HAMMETT then renewed his amendment 
making an appropriation for Robert Fulton's heir* as 
above stated. 
The CHAIR decided it to be out <rf' order. 
Mr HAMMETT ap()caled from the deeiai6n of 
the Chair; and on taking the question the decision 
of the Chair was sustained by the committee. 

Mr. ELMER offered an amendment providing 
that artieleflof the growth, produce, and manufacture 
of the United States shall have the preference [in 
purchases made for the naval service] when they 
can be obtained of proper gtiali^ and fair price. 

Mr. HOLMES raised the question whether this 

amendment was in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it waa in order. 

Mr. D. P. KINO offered an amendment to the 

amendment, providing for abolishing the spirit 

ration, and substituting a commutation of money in 

lieu thereof, _ -^-- _— ^«ii._ii' 

On taking fhp "^tfestion the amenatnent to "the 
amendment was rejected , and the question being put 
on the amendment, it was also rejected. 

Mr. HAMLIN offered an amendment to provide 
for a ssmi-annnal iiMpection of the marine corps, 
and an snnual report to be made thereon by the Sett- 
retary of the Navy: rejected. 

Mr, HALE submitted an amendment to repeal 
an law* authorizing corporal punishment in the 
DBTy; rejected. 

Mr. PARMENTER <4knd an amendment to 
regulate the number of midshipmen in the navy. It 
was agreed to. 

Several other Hnendmenis were offered by Meaara. 
PARMENTER, HUNOERPORD, WILLIAM J. 
BROWN, REDING, «c. 

Mr. PARMENTER offered several by direeiion 
gf the Committee on Naval Aflfoirs, of which be is 
chairman. One of these, which waa agreed to, was 
intended to provide that but one puraer employed at 
navy yards shall, at the same time, be entitled to the 
pay paid by law for dmt service. Another extend- 
ed to the marine aervioe the operation of the law re- 
cently passed in relation to the enlistment of boys, 
and the extension of the time of service. 

Other amendments were offered by Messrs. 
D. P. KING and SIMPSON. 

A ftirther amend/oent of Mr. WETHERED 
was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. HAMMETT, the committee 
rose and reported die bill and the amendments 
adopted to the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved the previous queation; 
which was seconded. 
The main question wa^ ordered. 
Mr. SAMPLE moved that the House adjourn: 
rejected. 

Mr. MeKAY called for the reading of alt the 
amendments, that the question might be taken at 
once on all those, to which objection wu not made. 
The snggesdon-being acquinead in, aH the amend- 
ments not hereinafter meirtioncd were eonenrred in 



On the amendment enaeting that no further ap- 
pointments of commanders in the navy shall be 
made until the nnnber is reduced to fiS, which shall 
not hereafter be increased unleaa authorised bylaw, 

Mr. HOLMES aaked the yeoa and nays; which 
were reftiaed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, read 
a third time, and passed. 

ARMT APPROPRIATIOIT BILL. 

Mr. McKAY asked the consent of the House to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, to take up the army bill, whieh had been 
ftiUy considered some time since and was laid aside 
to make room for the army retrenchment bilL It 
would take but ten minutes for the debate. 

He moved a resolution to terminate debate on this 
bill in ten minutes, and moved the previous question. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK objected to terminating debate 
so soon. If the resolattonwaa pteaaed, be ahotild 
moretoadjooni. 



The demand for the previotia question waa aee- 
ended, the main question was ordered, and being 
taken, die resohition was agreed to. 

Mr. erriLES and Mr. HAJKDIN moved an ad- 
jeummenl: rejected. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
ito a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Hamlin of Maine in the chair.). 

Mr. IIUNOERFORD moved an amendment pro- 
viding that, after 1st June next, the one inroector 
genenl shall net receive con:peu*ation, the office of 
the other having been abolished by act of 1842. 

Mr. H. explained the propriety of the amende 
ittent. 

Mr. MeKAY opposed it as unoeoessary, prtK 
vision on the subject having been made in another 
bUl. 

He referred to the subject of national fonndriSL 
exhibitiiur the reductions in appropriations propoasd 
by the biU for this purpose, and vindicating the bill 
in this and other particulars. 

Mr. BAKEIR objected, on a point of order, to the 
discussion of this subject on the amendment pend- 
ing. 
The objection waa overruled by the Chair. 
The allotted time for debate expired. 
Mr. LUCAS made made an unsuccessful appeal 
to the House to grant him a few momen^^>(»>ly 
to Mr. McK.'a remarks on the subject ofVational 
foundries. \ 

The committee proceeded to vote. 
The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. HuHOERroBo was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY offered an amendment providing 
that the three horses for which general officers are 
allowed forage, shall be ou>n<d, and actually kept by 
them: agreed to. 

Mr. 6. DAVIS offered on amendment appropria- 
ting $£,000 for barracks and improvemenu at New- 
port, Kentucky: rejected. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE offered the foUowing amend- 
ment: 

For the pajment of qmrterrnsstert' tad lululstcnce >torei< 
ftimiihed hj eiliiena of lovra TerritotT totlu miUtia ofsaid 
Tctrilery, called into Mrrice in the autnaiB and winter of 
ISSSaadlSkt, and arastatedbr Ltootenaat D. RngKlea, of 
the United Statetaoay, under arr-iolntion of the Houae of 
RcprenentaUvM, tbne thouaand fanr huadred and eigbty- 
faordoData. 

Mr. McKAY offered an amendment for one of 
his colleagues on the Committee of Ways and 
Meana, wnldl said committee had authorized him 
to offer, appropriating $2,000 for continuing the 
meleorologioEil observations under the direction of 
the Suigeon General. 

Mr. M. said he did not approve of this amend- 
ment himself, but offered it for the gentleman who 
was instructed to do so, in his absence. This amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. STILES offered an amendment making an 
appropriation of $100,000 for the purchase of two 
swtable sites, and the commencement of buildingn 
thereon for national foundries for the fiibricalion of 
arms for the Isnd and naval service, one at North- 
ampton coanty, Pa., and the other at Cass county, 
Georgia. 

Mr. McKAY raised the question of order that 
there was no law authorizing the appropriation. 

Mr. STILES replied, and read a law authorizing 
the eatabliahment of foundries. 

"The CHAIR decided the amendment to be out of 
order. 

Mr. STILES appealed; but on taking the quc--!- 
tion on the appeal, the decision of the Chair was af- . 
firmed. 

Mr. STILES offered an amendment appropria- 
tiong $2,000 for defraying the expenses of examina- 
tion and surveys for the purpose of ascertaining two 
suitable sites, one in Pennsylvania, and the other in 
Georgia, for national foundrrs for the fabrication 
of anna for the land and naval service of the United 

Mr. BRENOLE moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out that part designating the States, and 
inserting a proviso for the appointment of three com- 
missioners to seiect suitable sites. 

This amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McCLERNARD offered to amend the 
amendment by appropriating $35,000 for purchasing 
a site, and commeneiM the necessary works for a 
nauonal fbondry at Btaasac, Illinois. 

Mr. McBLAi raised the same objection, that the 
appropriation was not sanctioned by an existing 
law. 

Mr. MoCLQUTAND said that the appropriation 
waa aanctiimed by law, for than had been an appro- 
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poation made for the nirvey and lelection of a aite; 
and the site had actaally been aeleeted at Maesac. 
Mr. M. here read the act he referred to. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendmeut wai in 
oxiw, when the quesuon waa put on it and it waa 
rejected. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN offered an ameudment to the 
amendment, by adding after the word "Qeoi^" 
the words "or Alabama." 

Thli amendment was alio rejected. 

Mr. BIDLACK offered an amendment as a sub- 
stitute for Mr. Stilii'b amendraent,aflerwards mod- 
ified by liim in substance as follows: Authorizing 
the President to appoints board of commissioners, 
consisting ef officers ofthe army, navy, and toMK 
graphical engineers, whose duW it shall be to select 
two suitable sites for natiqpal roondries. 

Mr. COBB raised the question of order. 

The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in or- 
der; when, in putting the question on it, it was re- 
jected. 

The question recurring on Mr. Stucs's amend- 
ment, 

Mr. A. P. STONE moved to strike out Georgia 
and insert Ohio: reisctcd. 

Mr. BRENGLE moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out Pennsylvania and Georgia, and in- 
aertincr "one to be located east, and the otlier west, of 
the Amghanv mountains: rejected. 

Th^buestion was then put on Mr. Stilcs's 
amend^nt, when it was rejected. 

Mr. LUCAS desired the indulgence of ten min- 
utes to explain an amendment whicli he offerad; 
but objection wasjnade, and a conversation ensued 
thereon. 

His amendment proposed to increase the appro- 
priation for the manufacture of arms at the national 
armories from #200,000 to |306,000. Tlie vote 
thereon was 63 in the affirmative,, and 43 in the neg- 
ative — no quorum voting. 

Tellers were called for and ordered', and Messrs. 
HnKQcaroaD and Woodwabo were appointed, and 
they reported 63 in the affirmative, and 33 in the 
nwative — still no quorum voting. 

\f r. LUCAS called upon the committee to rise 
and report that fact to the House. 

The committee rose and reported accordingly. 

Mr. McKay said it was very important that 
this bill should be paased to-nignt. He therefore 
moved a call of the House. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved that the House adjotitn; 
which waa negatived. 

The question was put <M the motion for a call, 
and 43 voted in the affirmative, and 31 in the nega- 
tive. 

The call was therefore ordered. 

Mr. WINTHROP again moved an adjournment 
(It wanted but 15 minutes to 10 o'clock.; 

The motion was negatived. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll. After he 
had proceeded some time, 

Mr. McKAY said he would withdraw the call, on 
the understanding that the House would consent to- 
morrow to take It up and suspend the rule which 
prevents tills being sent to the Senate during the 
last three days ofthe session. 

The understanding was tacitly entered into; and 
oil further proceedings under the call were sus- 
pended. 

On Mr. MCKAY'S motion, one of the appropria- 
tion bills which had come back A«m the Senate was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state ofthe Union. 

The House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions preaeoted to- 
day were handed to the reporters by Uie members 
presenting them: 

B^ Mr. RITTEK: A nemotial fimn s oomoiiltw sppoln^ 
rd by the citiirnt at Reading, PennirlTUiis, in town meet- 
ing, aetting forth the adTSnta^ei nid townoA'en us lite 
for locating t national foonair; its eentrality in regard to 
tliepoinlt of defence; ill raciUties of ebtainlnc iron, coal, 
WHterpower, and iti healthfnlD«M;ita connection with the 
main dianneli of traiupoitatlon— tlie Fhiladelpbia and 
PottmriUe raUroad, and SchujrllUU and Union canalt, pai*- 
ing tlirongi) the place where Iron and coal ofthe beet qnal- 
itiei, and in abundant qnaotiet, are at hand at the cheapcet 
nilee, and haring, within the limiti of Berk* c«unty, an 
araa of WIO •anare miles, iS furnaces. 1 rolling mill and &e. 
torr. andSlforgea: referred to the Committee on MiUtarv 
A«!tirs. ' 

By Mr. IIUBBELL: The petition from AUeganv county. 
New York, praying a reduction of postage, and for a bw to 
elect postmasters bythe people. 

By Mr. CROSS: The petition of John T. WiUiamson and 
EaienP.Bryanforthe passage of an act anthoiixing them 
to enter a half quarter section of land in Arkansas. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Joseph Monill and 47 



vthsn. citizens of Dover, New Hampshire, that the "araa II 
of fre«4om''may beaalargad aponits northern asweUaa 
southern boundary, by the annexation of the two Canadaa 
to the|Union: refemd to u« Committee on Foreign AJTairs. 
TheramonstiaoeeofJohnP.Vamey and 3Ii otMn, legal 
voters ofthe town of Dover, New Hampshire, against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign AUkirs. 

By Mr. MURPHY: The proceedings of a public meeting 
ofthe citizens ofBrootlyn, in the Stale of New York, in re- 
lafion to a reduction of the rates of postage, and in favor 
of the Senate bill on that snlMect: referred to the Committeo 
ofthe Whole on the atata ofthe Union. 

The foltowing amendinent was offered by Mr. 
RoBBST Smith, on Wednesday evening, to the river 
and harbor bill, and accidentally omitted in the re- 
port of that day's proceedings: 

For the Cumberland road, to be divided in equal part* in 
Ohio, Indiana, and lUinois, ^,000. 

Agreed to— yeas 70, nays 43. 

Mr. C. M. Rbcd also offered the following amend- 
ment: 

For a ship canal around the Falls of 8t Mary, and extend- 
ing ship navigation to Lake Superior, to be expended under 
the direction ol the Secretary of War, f IiiO.OOO. 

Rejected. 

Mr. Harpbb offered the following as an amend- 
ment, and it was adopted: 

P*0r>d*d, that no part of the snm appropriated for the 
erection of said briage'-shall be expended, until the owner 
or owners of the land necessary for the erection ol said 
bridge shall relinquish all clam for damages to the United 
8ta\|s for said land. _ , 

TO THE SDITOR OF THE GLOEE. 

As my remarks a few nights ago on the resolu- 
tions for admitting the republic of Texas into the 
Union were imperfectly reported, no doubt from the 
difficulty of hearing where the reporters were seat- 
ed, and as the state of my health precludes the pos- 
sibility of ny writing out these remarks at length, 
I ptvposesimplj and distinctly to state some of the 
leading propositions I advanced on that occasion, 
which you will oblige me by publishing. 

I commenced by stating that all the senators who 
had spoken against the pending 'resolution had dis- 
tinctly affirmed and laboriously aigued that the 
framers of the constitution, in granting to Congress 
tb^ power to "admit new States into this Umon," 
intended to limit that power to Stales "arising with- 
in thelAnt existmg territories ofthe United Slates;" 
and yet that every one of these senators, with the 
exception perhaps of the senator from Massacbu- 
sstu, had as distinctly admitted, throughout the re- 
maining portion of their speeches, that Louisiana, 
Missouri, and Arkansas, were constitutionally ad- 
mitted as States of this Union, although they hate 
onwii m ttrnlvry tiuU tken btUmftd to aforagnfower. 
That if this palpable and suicidal contradiction, in 
which senators seemed to foiget at one end of their 
speeches what thev had mamtained at the other, 
could be reconciled at all, it ihust be by a process 
of logical leasoniilg and metaphysical require- 
ment, which might be ingeniouaj but, I must 
add, ingenious beyond all comprehension. That 
there waa "no middle course" by which sen- 
ators could "reach the height of this great ar- 
gument;" but that they must either admit that 
the power of Congress to. "admit new States" 
extended beyond the territory embraced in the lim- 
iu of the United States at the time the constitution 
was adopted, and had no limit but the discretion of 
Congiess, or they must be driven to the unavoidable 
alternative of affirming, with the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, that all the combined departmenu of this 
governments were constitutionally incompetent to 
admit Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkansas, into this 
Union, and that there was no human power by 
which this could be rightfully done, but that which 
made the federal constitution — the consent of all the 
Stales given by the people of each assembled in con- 
vention. That it was impossible to ui^ any aisu- 
ment to show that Congress could constitutionally 
admit the State of Louisiana, peopled mainly by 
foreigners, speaking a different language that 
wouGt not more conuuaively justify the aaatission 
of Texas, formerly pertaining to the United States, 
and almost exclusively peopled by native bom citi- 
zens of the United States, speakmg our language, 
educated in the same schools, worshiping at the 
same altars, and imbued with the same political 
principles with ourselves. 

On the construction of the words " new States 
may be admitted by the Congress into this Union," 
it had been shown by Mr. Buchanan and others that 
the proposition origmally submitted to the conven- 



tion was, "to admit new States UmfiUU/ mrmug 
wttUii the limU tf Ihe Umtti SMei,-" and that as 
the clause finally adopted contained no such limita- 
tion, the inference was clear, upon every sound prin- 
ciple of construction, that no such limitation was in- 
tended. In answer to this, Mr. Rives very inge- 
niously contended that Vermont waa then in a sort 
of. rebellious attitude toward New York; and that, to 
avoid her exclusion upon the ground that she 
might not be regarded as a State {cmfitUy arising 
wiUiin the limita of the United States, the convention 
gave up the the vkole of the clause originally pro- 
posed, and adopted the clause as it now stands, con- 
taining no HmilaHon at alt. To this I replied that it 
waa against every rule of rational construction to 
suppose that the convention, to get rid of one limita- 
tion, had given up another tea timet as imptrUmt. 
That if the object had been merely to meet the case 
of Vermont, it would have been effected more nat- 
urally and easily by simply striking out the woid 
"lawfully," and then thecuiuse wouU have prorid- 
ed for the admission of "new States ortsiflg willmt 
thelimUs ofthe Untied States;" exfnressly imposing a 
limitation upon the power of admitting new States, 
which senators on the other side of the house say 
the convention intended, though they deliberaicly 
abandoned the words that would have exjiresaed 
that intention! That to suppose the convenUon, in- 
tending this limitation, haa deliberately abandancd 
the clause containing it, and substituted another as 
imlimited in ita terms, as it is clear and unequivocal, 
would be to aacribe to that wise and patriotic as- 
sembly the folly and wickedness of eruLting in the 
constitution an intentional ambiguity. 

As to the treaty-making power, I remarked 
that some senators had devoted one-half of 
their speeches to the purpose of proving the 
power of making treaties exclusively belonged 
to the President and two-thirds of the Senate — a 
self-evident proposition, which no body denied — but 
had entirely overlooked the questions really in- 
volved: What if a treaty, and what are s^jeds ex- 
clusively embraced in the scope ofthe treaty-makin; 
power? That to aiasert that every compact with 
a foreign power was necessarily a treaty, was 
to assume the proposition in controversy, and, 
in reference to the question before the Senate, was 
precisely the reverse of the fact. That the admis- 
sion of Texas into the Union as necessarily in- 
volved the acquisition of the territory embraced in 
the limits of that republic, as the purchase of a 
mansion would involve the acquisition of the soil 
on which it stood; and that the compact we propose 
to make could not be constitutionally made by any 
power but that which can "admit new Stales into 
this Union," and was anything but a treaty. In 
answer to the strange and incomprehensible assump- 
tion that Congress may constitutionaly admit 
Texas into the Union, provided the ireaty-makin; 
power shall first acquire the territory, I denied that 
the constitution gave any color to a proposition »o 
absurd and anomalous. That even if this «-rre 
simply a question of acquiring territory, without 
admitting^ the State, the constitution does not assign 
that function,either to the treaty-making, or to the law- 
making power; but leaves it to be accomplished by 
the one or the other, according to circumstances. 
That if, indeed, one branch of the govemmcni 
had a preference over tlic other, all the analogies of 
the constitution gave that preference to Congress, as 
being exclusively vested with the povrer of maldn; 
war and conquesta, the most usual mode of acquir- 
ing territory; and of raising revenue, and theiebf { 
providing the only means of acquiring territory in I 
the only otliermode — to wit, by purchase. Inthecase j 
of acquiring territory by conquest, it is clearly and 
exclusively the act of the war-making power, and 
Congress would proceed to organize a prorinrial 
government, without even the form of a treaiv. 
That in the case of acquisition by purchase, thouji 
the formal parU of the liansaction are usuallj, 
as a mere matter of convenience, perfonned 
by the treaty-making power, the substaiwt 
of the compact — the stipulated payment of 
a sum of money for a given exleoi 
of territory^-could only be performed by Con- 
gress, which was exclusively invested with lli« 
power of rtusing and appropriating money. Thsi 
Mr. Jefferson, in the height of his popularity. <)i' 
not dare to purchase Louisiana until Congress M 
given iw consent by appropriating a large sura of 
money, under the disguise of secret service, but to- 
toriously to be applied to the purpose of niakiD{ 
that great acquisition to the United States. . 

In answer to the doctrine advanced by most « 
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the opponents of the resolution, that the treaty-ma- 
king pover was desired bjr the convention as a 
great conservative power as a^inst Congress, I 
stated that it was a notion founded upon n total mis- 
conception of the checks and responsibilities of our 
system of government. That the power of making 
treaties was not conferred upon the President and 
his aenatorial council of advisers because they 
vere supposed to be a safer depository of power, 
but because the President, being a single individual, 
was better qualified to conduct negotiations with the 
secrecy indispensable to success, and the Senate, be- 
ing a small body, could be more easily assembled 
and consulted. That nothing could be more ex- 
travagant than the supposition that the treaty-ma- 
king power was intended as a check upon Congress 
or the law-making power, or in any respect conser- 
vative. That a brief analysis of those two powers 
would show that, when the Senate consisted of 
twenty-six members, in every case of a conflict be- 
tween Congress as the law-making power and this 
boasted treaty-making power, it was really a con- 
flict between the House of Representatives, coming 
directly from the people, a majority of the Senate, 
representing the States, and the President, repre- 
senting both on the one hand, and a miserable frac- 
tion of four senators on the other — that being the 
precise difference between a majority and twe-uirds 
of the Senate! 

1 stated that it was as dangerous to curtail an ex- 
press grant of power by the refinements and subtle- 
ties ofconstruction, as to enlarge it; as the same 
wand that could exorcise spirits could conjure them 
up; and 1 was surprised to see the advocates of 
strict construction, particularly those who had been 
brought up at the feet — not of Gamaliel, but of one 
much greater — of Thomas Jefferson, the apostle of 
liberty — senators whom I had long known as State 
rights republicans of the "most strictest sect" — now 
engaged in this work of destroying an express grant 
by construction. That the fanciful dangem anticipat- 
eo from assuming the power to admit Texas by 
Congress without first acquiring the territory by 
treaty, would equally exist under the singular and 
arbitrary construction of our opponents. For under 
that construction we can ac(|uire Mexico to-day by 
treaty, and to-morrow admit it into the Union by 
act of Congress, with its miserable and heterogeneous 
population of Indians and negroes, mulattoes and 
mestazoes, upon an equal footing with the other 
States. 

Having now stated the prominent position taken 
in my remarks on the admission of Texas, I avail 
myselfof the occasion to explain a remark T made 
in reply to a question asked by Mr. Crittenden in 
the course of his speech. Referring to my remarks 
on the war-making power, he inquired whether Con- 
gress, because it bad the exclusive power to make 
war, could therefore make peace, and how this 
could be done? I replied, from my place, "by dis- 
banding the army and navy;" intending merely to 
show tie absurdity of supposing that a war could, 
in ihct, be continued against the will of the only 
power that could make and carry it on. I will now 
explain ho w the war-making power can make peace. 
Mr. Crittenden, and his associates in debate, seem 
to have overlooked the fact that the war-making 
and bw-making power includes the whole of the 
functionaries of the treaty-making power, except 
as many senators as constitute the difference be- 
tween a majority and two-thirds of the Senate — that 
is to say, eight members, all told, when the fifty-two 
senators are all present With this remark, I pro- 
ceed to trace the usual process of making a treaty of 
peace. The President — a branch of the war-making 
power, and the sole depositary of all the positive 
and active functions of^the treaty-making power — 
appoints a minister, with the consent of a majority 
of the Senate; and, without consulting the Senate, 
sends bim to the court of the foreign belligerent, with 
instnictions and full powers to make a treaty of 
peace. The treaty is signed by the ministers of the 
two powers, and ratified by the foreign government; 
upon which orders are despatched to the hostile 
armies and naviei for a cessation of arms. The 
treaty is brought to the United States, and submitted 
to the Senate for ratification. In the mean time 
Congress passes a law disbanding the army and 
navy; but only a majority of the senate cAi be in- 
duced to concur in the ratification of the treaty. 
This state of things has been eoiuHtvtimatty pro- 
duced by the functionaries of the war-making paw- 
er; and I ask, are the United States at war or peace? 
The foreign power has formally ratified the treaty, 
and the United Slates has substantially mtified it by 



the best of all pledges, the constitutional act of the 
whole government, disbaniling the army and navy; 
yet it is contended that eight pertinacious and pug- 
nacious eeoators can keep the country in a state of 
war for an indefinite period, exhitiiting the strange 
anomaly of a war continued without armies or na- 
vies, and against the will of both parties ! Such are 
the consequences of arraying a small fraction of the 
Senate against the legislative power, under the guise 
of a conaervathre power. . 

GEO. McDUFFIE. 
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Mr. ASHLEY moved to be excused from serving 
on the Committee on Enrolled Bills, as'his other 
duties precluded him from giving that attendance to 
the committee now required. He was excused. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, who said the duties 
of the committee till the close of the session would 
be arduous, the Chair was authorized to appoint 
two members to fill the vacancy. 

Mr. CHOATE said it would be necessary to 
have a chairman of the Joint Committee on the Li- 
brary for the recess of Congress; and with a view of 
having one appointed in his place, he moved to be 
excused from serving on that committee. He was 
excused. 

Op motion, the Chair was authorized to appoint a 
chairman of the Committee on the Library in tlie 
room of Mr. Choate. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported adversely on the House bills for the relief 
or Messrs. Elliott and Pitch; and the report was or- 
dered to be printed. * 

Mr. S. also reported back the House hill for the 
relief of Isaac Allen, with a recommendation that it 
pass. 

Mr. EVANS reported back the House bill ma- 
king appnmriations for the Indian service, with 
some amendments, and moved the printing of the 
amendments. 

At the request of Mr. WOODBURY, the bill and 
amendments were, on motion of Mr. EVANS, re- 
committed. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee «n Na- 
val Affairs, reported adversely on the case of A. H. 
Thompson; and the report was ordered to be print- 
On motion of Mr. JARNAQIN, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged f^om the further consid- 
eration of the claim of Robert Wilmon. 
THE POSTAGE BILL. 

On moUoii of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate bill for 
the reduction of postage and regulation of the frank- 
ing privilege was taken up, and the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives were placed 
under consideration. 

Mr. MERRICK moved that the Senate concur in 
the amendments of the House. 

Mr. SIMMONS thought perhaps the best course 
the Senate could pursue would be to concur in these 
amendments, although they were not unobjection- 
able. He had a moUon to offer in amendment, but 
rather than send the bill back to the House, he would 
not now make it. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE did not concur in the opin- 
ion expressed by the honorable senator before him, 
[Mr. Simmons,] that the objectionable amendments 
of the House snould be concurred in through appre- 
hension of dissent on the part of the House. He 
called for the yeas and nays, on the motion to con- 
car. 

Mr. MERRICK was very sorry that his firiend 
from Michigan, [Mr. WoODBRrooE,] thought it ne- 
cessary to call for the yeas and nays. There were 
but two amendments to the bill. One was ta post^ 
pone the operation of that portion of it which fixes 
the rate of postage, until the cororoencemeiM of the 
fiscal year commencing on the Ist day of July next. 
The other amendment was to alter the rates of post- 
age, fixed upon in the bill as it passed the Senate, 
so as to n>ake, instead of the uniform rate of five 
cents, two rates of 5 and 10 cents — 5 cents for all 
distances less than 300 miles, and 10 cents for all 
greater distances. 

While up he would make this remark: be would 
be diaposea to non-concur in the amendments him- 
self; but every gentleman here must know, and be 
was assured by the fiiends of the ineasare in the 
other House, that if the Senate ahould now send 
the bill back, and did not concur in the amendmenta 
which came from the House, the whole bill would 
fiul, and we ahould have no refona at.aU thi* «w- 



aion. H«thenfore hoped, in consideration of diis 
filet, tluR the Senate wovJd concur ia the amend- 
ments. 

Mr. DICKINSON concurred fully in the remarks 
of the honorable chairman. He considered the bill 
deficient in carryuig out thoroughly that great and 
salutary reform centemplated, and in other respects; 
but he did not deem it worth while risking its re- 
jection by sending it back to the other House. He 
should therefore most cheerfully vote to concur in 
the amendments from the House, believing that, at 
some future time, when the opportunity offered, 
any alteration necessary could be meule. He was 
willing to vote by yeas and nays. 

Mr. SEVIER was in f«vor of the bUI; and if the 
senator fhim Maryland would consent to make one 
little addition — to make the rate of postage, for all 
distances over six or seven hundred miles, 15 cents 
— he would be still better pleased with it. He 
hoped the senator would amend the amendment to 
that affect. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was impossible to amend 
the bi'l without destroying it attoccther. It would 
have to go back to the House, and the result wotdd 
be its fiulore there. 

Mr. SEVIER intended, then, to agitate tlie mat- 
ter until next session, and see if the bHI could not 
be altered or repealed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE had no great objection to 
the first amendment of the bill; but the second de- 
stroyed the prospect of a uniform rate of.postagc, 
which had so well succeeded in other oouniries, 
aiid which was necessary to make the experiment 
suocessfiil. 

Mr. SIMMONS was sorry to hear the chairman 
of ihe committee say we could not insert this fifteen- 
cent rate. This bill had made a great alteration in 
the existing, rates of postage. The amendmenu 
fronil the House made a great alteration in the bill 
as it was originally reported here, and would art 
unequally and unjostiy. h would accommodate 
about one-third of the people of this country with 
a five-cent rate, and throw the heavy postage upon 
that portion of the country where he had hoped the 
desire of CoMress was to facilitate correspondence. 
Anybody, who would take the trouble to look, 
would see that of the postage in the State of Loui- 
siana three-fourths of it was at a high rale; but in 
thickly settled portions of the country not one- 
fourth was at the high rate. If the Senate would 
allow him, he would obviate this objection, by. his 
amendment to make a fifleen-cent rate. The bill, as 
it stood, relieved those thinly populated portions of 
the country to some extent, but not as far as it was 
desirable orjusu- 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senate would cunfur 
in the amendments without sending the bill back to 
the House, or it would be lost altogether. Although 
it was true that the rate of 10 cenu fell upon Loui- 
nana and other southern and southwestern States, 
yet the whole Senate would perceive that it was a 
very great reduction upon what they now have to 
pay. It was better to have 10 cents than 25 rents 
to pay. If he had the opportunity, he would re- 
store the uniform rate of 5 cents; but it could not 
possibly be done without destroying the bill. He 
repeated his hope that, under the necessity of the 
case, the Senate would concur in the amendmenta. 

Mr. SEVIER was astonished to hear gentlemen 
talk so kindly about Louisiana, particularly those 
whose sympathies towards that quarter were not 
often manifested. But the bill was a very good bill • 

for them — its relief would be very great to their ^ ' 

States, but very little to Louisiana or his State, iCj^ 7 * 

Mr. ASHLEY should vote in accordance with ' 
the ■entiimiB'iKpiessed by the chairman of the 
Committee on the Poet Office and Poet Roads. Ho 
voted originally for this bill; and it might be sup- 
pored, from the vote he was now about to give, that 
there was a contradiction in it. He bad voted for post 
ofiice reform, with instructions; but with or without 
instructions it would be in accordance with his judg- 
ment. It was his opinion that tiie rates of postage 
should be uniform throughout the United States. 
As it was now, he believed the bill rendered it un- 

3ual; and gave an advantage to the thickly populat- 
portions of the country; but as it gave the sparse 
portions some relief, he would vote for concuriiig in 
the aiuMKlttents reported by the House, sooner 
Hian lose the bill altogether. 

Mr. HAYWOOD rose for the purpose of calling 
the attention of the Senate to the met that they had 
had been engaged for some time in endeavoring to 
introduee bare Mmeihing like Mr. Hill's poM offic«. 
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m'Smgkad. Tbvf hid paned a bill bMed 
■Jbal lyKem, and now it ma propoted to itrlce 
oiit the very priociple of uajfiirm postage whkh 
iihMKilwiail Sir. HUl<a ayateai. 

MikBAOBY booed thia bill would not paaa. lu 
d«fBat-iQ>the etker Houaa would be no aouree of r^ 
fraMo hia».TiM gieatfedoction of poatage efiketad — 
Ihin pwnaatid raduelion of poatage— would evidently 
tbtoW' wa iMpenaes ol the Peat Offiee Department 
upaUkthagencMltrtaaiiry. For thia raa8on,Jie waa 
opjMaa<|i« the- bill. 

31m vole wa* then taken by yeaa and naya on 
fl W WWi nyan-the anandoMat or the House, eon- 
fining the 5 centa mte ofpoatage to dialaneea within 
SUtmkt, ma Aztendiag ihe rate to 10 eenta for 
fwalw .diinai>ea;aiiditwa»deeidad intheafltnip 
(Mrerri-yeaa 3S, naya 7, as followa: 

'ItiX^-Meftn. Afhl«T, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Bay- 
aM, Bantoii. Bbchanan, Choate, Clayton, Colquitt. Darton, 
tt l Maii 1 a> Ofac, Erau, FUrfiaMt Fmnoia. Hannenn, Hni- 
dcraon, Honr, Huntiiigtoii. Johosou, Lcwit, MoDoiBp, 
MfUSUD.Ateiriek, MJUer. Nilri, Phelpi, Sevier, SinuDOiu, 
TaptMn, VphaiD, "White, anJ ■Woodbury— 35. 

KAT>— Maaan. Atchiaon, Breeip, Hay 
Otaqiia, StonfMiH and WoedMdse— 7. 



ywood, Janiagfa), 



The question then came up on the amendment of 
the House, putting ofl* the change of postage to the 
first Of July next. 

Mr. BENTON, in looking into the bill, had dis- 
covered that there was an omission in it which pre- 
vented members of Congress from receiving as well 
aa sending letters or packages, during the recess, 
with the exception of thirty days before and thirty 
daya after the sessions pf Congress. Aa the bill 
passed the Senate, the words "and receiving" were 
accidentally, he believed, in engrossing the Senate's 
amendments, omitted after the word "sending-," and 
it had come Oom the House in that form. He 
moved to amend it by inserting the words "and re- 
ceiving." 

Mr. MERRICK said that this matter could not 
be corrected now. fie would sqggest to the 1ioboi»- 
ble senator from Missouri, even if it was an omia- 
sioo, it would be better to let it pass, because it 
would have to be acted upon in the House of Rap- 
resentativeK and there the result would be, aa be had 
already said— the deetmctioo of the whole bill 

[Skime conversational discussion arose here upon a 
pomt of order, whether it waa competent for the 
Senate to amend the amendment of the House, by 
an amendment required in the original bill.] 

Mr. MERRIOK was very sure this matter had 
received the consideration of the House. The mem- 
bers there were desirous of reducing the franking 
privilege' as much as possible; and they were glad 
to find that this privilege was confined to the right 
of sending, and not receiviiie. It waa a small mat- 
ter, however, and he hoped the honorable senator 
from Missouri would not press his amendment. 

Mr. BENTON said it was a lam matter to some 
persons. It was large to him. U would be very 
burdensome not to have the privilege of receiving 
letters, when senatora had the privibge of franking 
their own letters, every one of which was sure to be 
answered, and doubly answered. 

Mr. SEVIER said there could be no difilevhy 
•bout the amendmoit required. The Senate couU 
oonenr in the amendments of tlie House on condition 
that the omission be snp^ied, or on condition that 
the flfanking privifege of members of Congress be 
extended to letten received, as well as sent during 
the recess. 

Mr. DICKINSON had voted against the frank- 
fag privilege in every shape and form when the bill 
Vas under discussion in the Senate; and as it was 
rstained, he waa desirous of seeing it done iiuily, 
and so that it would operate equdRVaalS sending 
and receiviiig letters. He concuned with the sena- 
tor firom Missouri. Those who eend letters do not 
noderaiand the minutJ« of these poet ofltce regula- 
liona; and it would be very burdensome for mem- 
bera of Congreaa to be overwhelmed with communi- 
eationa on their official duties, for which they 
would have to p«y out of dieir own pookela. tie 
ahottld therefore vote for this amendment, although 
he had voted against the franking nrivilege. 

Mr. MERRIRK felt a good deal of solicitude as 
to tM late that this amendment might meet with in 
the Senate; because, as he before stated, he Mraa 
'•T wre, ^om information which he had received 
from the Hou%» of Representatives, thaviWiis bill 
weBt back, soeh waa the pertinacity of ine oppoai- 
tkm oT the minority there, that it would not get 
Ihroogh— the whole bill would be lo* He was 
lofthat b^ nambeia of that Hovss, who 



had cheap and uniform pontage at mneh at heart as 
any senator had. 

Now, he wished to put this question to the friends 
of poatoffice reform in this House. Would they, 
forthe askeof eecuring to themselves the trifling 
privilege of receiving their letters free of postage 
during the interval between thirty days before, and 
thirty doya after the session of Congress, penl the 
great measure of reform which the whole country 
called for? He hoped the Senate would not consent 
to put in this amendment (although |it Ihe proper 
*'"^j,ll^^^it,EgllAbtt.n(^J^^i^■tinll1»^^^ fbr<A"niiaU 
a burpoae, personal totnlntMfvea. 

Mr. WOODBURY oonkl aausfy the chairman ef 
Uie oommittee if he could get his ear. Suppose the 
House disagree in this amendment: there was so 
difficulty about it even then: A committee of con- 
ference would be appouted, and if that committee 
could not agree, we could recede from our diasent. 

Mr SEVIER had been informed that the frank- 
ing privilege to the Vice President of the United 
States had been omitted— by miaiake, he ptasumed; 
and by the consent of the consent of tlie stnator 
from Missouri he would insert it aa an addition 
to the amendment pending. 

Mr. BENTON had no objection. 

Mr. BAYARD rose to a point of order: whetlier 
the provisions of the bill could be amended by a 
proposition to amend an amendment of the Ho«se 
with an addition not germain to that amendment. It 
was proposed to taick an amendment of the bill 
itself te an amendment of the Hoose. Nothing 
was more dear than that, at thia stMe of prooeeo- 
ings, the amendment micfat be amended, but not the 
original bill. He quoted the parliamentary rule: 

"But the Honae cannot leeada fraa «r tnaiat on ita own 
smeodmanlwitb an amendinanl, for tha tame raaaoo that it 
cannot aend to the other Hoaae an amendment to ita own act 
after It haa paaaed the act They nay modiTy an anradmenl 
fran the otaar Hoaie by engnmlnff aa anendmcnt on it, be. 
oaaae thay have ncrar aanaated to It; but they cannot amend 
tbeir own amrodment, becaate they hare, on that qnea- 
Uon, jiaued it in that roim." 

After some discusaion upon this question of order, 

Mr. MERRICK called for the yeas and nays 
upon the question of the amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SIMMONS merely wished to make one fur- 
ther remark; and that was, that if this bill was to be 
scQl back, it should be for something of greater im- 
portance than this privilege of receiving letters. If 
It was to go for any purpose he would move to re- 
consider the vote just taken of concurring in the 
amendment of the House relative to the lO^centsrate 
of postage. If the bill was to be risked at all, he 
meant to risk it for something more than his privi- 
lege of receiving lettei*; but ne hoped it would not 
be risked, and that the senator from Missouri would 
agree with him. 

Mr. HAYWOOD did not rise for the purpose of 
discussing this question, but merely to throw out a 
suggestion. He .waa no friend of the bill in the 
shape in whidi it was now, bbt should be unwilling 
to embarrass it. Hb sii^estion was, that the Sen- 
ate might reconsider its Ktmer vote, and ask for a 
o6mmittee of eonference. 

The queetion was then taken on the amendment 
submitted by the senator from Missouri, [Mr. Bkh- 
TON,] as modified by Mr. SEvicm, and decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas 95, nays 18, as follows: 

TEAS — Meaira. Allen, Archer, Atchiion, Baghy, Bairow, 
Benton, Berrien, Colquitt, DIcklnion, Diz, Kvana, Hannr- 
nn, Haywood, Hogar, Jotmaon, Lawla, Mannm, Mote- 
Easd, Fhaln, 8om|de, Sevier, StorgeoB, Walker, 
bridge, ana Woodbury— 3S. 



Fhaln, 
and\l 

">!•?. . . 

ton,' Fairfteld, FTancia. Handenon, Huntington, Jatnagiii, 



NAYS— Meaan- Aah 



Wood- 

Atherton, Bayard, Cbsele, Clay- 

" 'Ington, Jatnagin, 

Tappan, Upnan, 



Mertiek, Miller, Nllea, Porter, Bimmona, 
and White— 18. 

The question then was upon concurring in Ihe 
amendment aa amended. 

Mr. EVANS wished to mke up the dvil and dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill. He moved to poetpone 
the previous oidera. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that there was a mo- 
tion yet to be decided upon the pending bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS, who was entitled to the floor, 
said he had given notice that, if «ny amendment 
was made to the amendments from the House, he 
would move to reconsider the vote by which the 
Senate ooneuned in the amendments in regard to 
the rates of jMiatage. 

Mr. MERRICK said, if the bill went back, it 
would be lost. He desitrd to say that he was op- 
posed to aU amendments, beoaaae he thought the 
only way to aave it and secure iu paaaage was by 
: — mmJi oame firom the House; but, as it bM 



been amended, contrary to his wish, he now desirt4 
that we ahould reftise to concur in the amendmeou 
from the House, and go for the bill aa it waa nigt- 
nolly passed by the Soiate. He called for the yess 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. SGVIER hoped this course would not be 
pursued. The whole opposition in the House waa 
about the rales of postage; and there waa no diffi- 
culty about its passage as it now stood. 

Mr. WOODBRIOQE had supposed it to be the 
duty of the Senate to depend upon ita own judg- 
ment, while it evinced due respect for the (^iniooi 
of the other House. With regard lb this propoei- 
tton, it hod been maturely considered here, grardy 
deliberated won, and passed by a very large majorv 
tv of this body. Now, should the Senate retain the 
form of the bill which it had deUberately agreed to 
on a previous occasion, or yield it, because the 
House had not agreed to it' Unless tiie Senate bad 
really changed its position, let it adhere to ila former 
decision. This decision of ptupose waa necessary 
in order to give effect to any bill. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the mo- 
tion of Mr. SiMMOKi to reconsider, and resulttd, 
yetu Sn, nays 36, aa follows: 

YEAS— Meaan. Aahley, Atchiaon, Barrow, Breeu, 
rhoate, Colquitt, I'rancla, Haywood, HunlinKtsn, MerriciL. 
Miller, Morehead, Nllea, Porter, Sample, Slnunona, Star- 



•2_" - . . 

geon, Tappan, White, and Woodbridge— 30. 

- -- ,„ 

lai 

: Hnger, . 
Lrwbi, McDnlHe, Mangiun, Fhelpa, Sevier, Upham, Walker, 



Ibridge 

NAVS^Meaara. AUen, Airher, Atheiaon, Bagby , Bayan). 
Benton, Berrien, Clayton, Dayton, Dickiaaon, Diz, Evaa>. 
PalHIeld, Poiter, Hannegan, HeBderaon, Ho 



and Woodlmry— 48. 

So the Senate reAiaed to reconsider the vote. 
THE GENERAL OROERS. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to postpone the previous 
orders, and to take up the House bill 497, for the 
admiaaion of the States of Florida and Iowa into the 
Union. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the senator from Ohio would 
suspend his motion for the purpose of enabling him 
(Mr. E.) to call up two or three bills on the table 
requiring immediate disposition. 

Mr. ALLEN assented. 

Mr.BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, made several reports; among them wan one in 
relation to the President's message tourhing infrac- 
tions of the United States laws by American citizens 
engaged in the slave trade, as intimated in the com- 
m|m>cation of Mr. Wise from Brazil. The com- 
mittee found that at this late period of the aeasios 
it would be impossible to take any legislative action 
on the subject. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from St. 
Louis, Missouri, praying for an alteration in the 
naturalization lawa: laid on the table. 

Mr. A. also sent to the Chair a resolution; which 
lies over in conformity with the one-day rule. The 
reaolution requires the President of the United States 
to order a negotiation with Mexico for the definition 
of a botmdary line betMreen the United Staleaaad 
Mexico. 

Mr. JOHNSON oflered a resolution of inquiry; 
which also lies over in conformity with the one-day 
rule. 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the Committee on 
Territories was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of certain petitions concerning post routes. 

fiilr. B. reported back, from the same committee, 
the bill relauog to certain improvements in the Tei^ 
ritory of Iowa, with a recommendation that it pais. 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, the House biU nuk- 
ing appropriations for harbors and rivers, was taken 
up, and read twice with a view to reference. 

After some conversational discussion as to the 
necessity of reference at so late a period of the ses- 
sion, the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill vas 
then read a third time, and passed. 

DEFAULTING STATES. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the previous oniera 
were postponed, and the House joint resolution, Ko. 
71, was taken up for consideration, as in committee 
of the whole, and read as follows: 

A Joint reaolation directing the Beoiataty or the Treaiury. 
whenever any Btate aliaU have bean, or amj be, in deitnlt 
for the psyaeat of intereat or pmcipal on iiwealmrnti ia 
ita itocK* or bonda held by the rnited Statei In tnut. to 
relnin certain moneyt to which anoh State ia entitled for 
thf* purpoaen tbareia named. 

Rtnlctd fry (Ac Senate and Heiwe of Hrprttmtotiwn, That 
whenever any State ahall have been or may bo in defruh 
for the payment of intereat or principal on inveatnent in 
Ita atocca or bonds held by the United Btatea In tnut. it 
ahsUbethsdnty-eftlM Sterstsiy of the Trratnry to rstiia 
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U>* who]*, or w mucli thermif' u nay be necMurr, of die 
p«r ocntace to which luch State maj b« entitled of the pn- 



I of Qie nlOT of the pnbUe Uait within it> limltt, and 
1»yty tfcaM»»toth«p>ym«iitof eaid intarett or piteeiMl, 
or to OieroimbaneiiieatofaiiTtiiaHofmoiieTeaMndedby 
tb« Unitad Slate* (or tliat puipote. 

tdr. EVANS briefly exfdamed the object of the 
reaotation. 

Mr. BREESE wud thii resolution vaa a violation 
of tbe aoleinn compact* which had been made be- 
tWBin the govenunentaDd.the Statn, Theae pro- 
ceeds of tbt aalea of the public land* within tneir 
limits bad been ceded to the new Slatea by the geit- 
aral goTemment, and he waa not aatiafied of the 
power of Congraaa to withdraw them. He thought 
this vaaa imall boaineaa for CsngreM to be tagpgtd 
in. 

Mr. EVANS aaid thaV this resolution would be 
no violation of any contract by the federal goTem- 
tamau On the contrary, he thought the violation of 
oontrMt to be on the side of the States, in not pay- 
inc tbe iatsrtst on their bonds. 

Bit. KlEiESE said this was no answer to his ar. 
euineot. It w«s true that Illinois did not now pay 
Uie interest upon her debt; but she was omitting 
nothing that would bring about that desirable object; 
and her conduct was worthy of the admiration and 
tbe imitation of older States. This money was 

e'ven to the State of Illinois for the purpose of ena- 
ing her to constniot roads and support schools. 
She gave up certain privileges in coosioenktion. She 
agreed not to tax the public lands within her borders, 
and also to ezenun them fhim taxation for five 
years after their sale. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had made a motion this 
morning to postpone the orders ef the day with a 
view to aet upon the bill for the admission of Iowa 
and Florida, out had withdrawn it in order to enable 
senators to act upon matters not giving rise to de* 
bate. Now, as the resolution now before the Senate 
waa likely to eaose much discussion, he would 
move to lay it on the table. ' 

Mr. EVANS hoped the vote would be now taken 
on the resolution. 

The motion to lay on the table was decided in tbe 
n«nitiv»^-ayes.l9, noes 21. 

The question recuired upon the engrossment of 
the resolution. 

Mr. WOODBURY supported it. He thought 
that the Stale of Illinois stood to the govenmient of 
the United Stales in the same relation aa private in. 
dividuals to each other who had transactions and 
debts. Nothing waa more common among Individ- 
ttals than to set oflT debts against each other. 

Mr. BREESE said that the aigument of setting 
off debts against each other did not spply, because 
the government did not act in the matter as princi- 
pal, but as trustee. 

Mr. HANNEGAN regarded the resolution as a 
blow aimed at hti own Suue, which was at this time 
unable to pay the interest upon her debt. It was 
not from want of disposition, but from want of the 
aapaeity, to pay the interest. Should this joint reso- 
lution be pused, the only fund which could be made 
available for tbe construction of roads would be ta- 
ken away. It would bring on a conSia between 
the general and State governments, and he piedicled 
that tbe States of Indiana, Illinois, and Mississippi 
would not submit. So regarding it, he moved that 
the resolution be laid on the table, and asked the 
yeas and nays on the motion. 

They were taken, and resulted as follows: 

, T£A8— Meetre. AUen, Aahlef . Atherton, Bentoa, Breete, 
Bnchaaaa, Colquitt, DielUnaon, Dix, Fairteld, Hannegan, 
Haywood, Hnger, Scmpl«, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, and 
■White— 18. 

NATS— Meim. Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Bertien, Choats, 
Clayton, E>ayton, Evant, Foiter, Francii, Henderson, Hnn- 
liafton, Jamagln, Johnson, Lewis, McDulBe, Mangnm, 
Merriek, Miller. Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmow, Up. 
ham, Woodbridge, and Woodbary— 36. 

The question recurred on the engrossment of the 
resolution. 

Mr. SEVIER argued that it should not pass the 
Senate. It would destroy a part of the organic law 
of the government, and upset the solemn contracts 
made with new Slates, to give them a certain per 
oentage upon the net proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands within their limits. 

Mr. EVANS contended that no compact would 
be violated. The resolution had been reported in 
the House irom the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and was passed without opposition. It only 
proposed to pay the States the money which might 
be due them in their own coupons. Upon a final 
idjostmentof their claims agawat the government 
for this per «enta|e npoa the salts or the public 



lands, they would hare every dollar allowed them 
to which they were entided. 

Mr. BREESE said the ^tust of the leaoUition hav- 
ing paned the House without opposition, was no 
aignment for its passage here. He regarded this as 
a email business for Congress to be en^iged in. The 
amount of intereat due from Illinois was very small; 
but to withdraw the per cenlage to which ahe was 
entitled would embarrass all her operations. 

Mr. WHITE argued against the mstice of the 
resolution. He regarded it aa unequal in its opera, 
tion. The government held the bonds of the old 
Slates in which there were no public lands, as well 
as those of the new States. He referred to the State 
of Maryland, among others. Now,' how would 
Congress make thoee States pay their inter st? It 
could not do it; and yet this resolution proposed, at 
this late period of the session, to take away the land 
money of all States in arrears for interest, notwith- 
standing the Aet that some of these States had hy- 
pothacued their per centage in advance for the con- 
atruotion of roads and improvements. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked if the interest on the 
Stste bonds Was not a debt; and, if so, waa it not li- 
able to be set off like any other debt? If senators 
would refer to the lows of the United States, they 
would find that where the United States were owing 
money to petsons who were themselves in debt to 
the i^vemment, the debts were required to be 
set on. 

Mr. WHITE. We deny the debt. 

Mr. WOODBURY said be hoped that repudisc 
tion would not be advocated in tne United Statea 
Senate; and he hoped the State of Indiana would not 
repudiate. He should suppose that the State would 
be glad to have such ao opportunity as that afford- 
ed by this resolution for (wying a portion of her in- 
terest.. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that the resolu- 
tion had not been drawn up hastily, but was pre- 
pared after due deliberation. He asked, if it were a 
bank that the government bad to deal with instead 
of a State, would not the bank be paid in its own 
notes? VTould the bank have any right to insist 
upon payment in gold and silver, instead of its own 
notes? He answered no; and he regarded the case 
of the defaulting Slates as exactly similar. All that 
was proposed was to pny them whatever they were 
entitled to by law in their own obligations. 

After seme remarks from Messrs. PORTER, 
WOODBRIDG^ and BAGBY, in opposition to 
the resolution, and from Mr. JARNAGIN in its 
favor, 

Mr. WALKER said he would make a few re- 
marks to the Senate. He had, on many occasions, 
voted for those grants to the Stales, to enable them 
to accomplish great objects which they had in view; 
and he was willing to vote for a certain quantity of 
land, adjacent to the Cumberland road on each side, 
in order to insure its completien. He (hould, how- 
ever, vote for the passage of tbe resolution. In re- 
gard to the State debts, oe was always for the pay- 
ment of just ones, constitutionally contracted. He 
had always opposed the doctrine of repudiation, 
and under circumstances of difficulty which lew 
other senators had to encounter. He was not aware 
that tbe States of Indiana and Illinois had repudi- 
ated iheir obligation*; though he knew they Were 
embarrassed. Now, here was an agreement in the 
■hape of a law of Coogreaa to do one thing, and an 
agreement in the shape of a bond trom a State to do 
another thing; and he regarded it as in conformity 
to law and justice to offset one against the other. 
He regretted to differ with his friends, the senators 
from Uie new States, on this subject. 

Mr. BUCHANAN Vid he need not state the 
impression* which rested upon bis miiMl on the 
subject of repudiation; for no one had done more 
than he in endeavoring to remedy the non-payment 
of intereat by his own Stale. Sull, he should vote 
against this resolution. He read from the statutes 
to show that Congress had given awav tliis 3 per 
cent, and other funds expressly to ine Slates in 
trust for certain purposes — sometimes for the bene- 
fit of the Indiana, sometimes for education, some- 
times for roads and canals. The numey was applied 
not to the benefit of Indiana or any other Stale 
alone, but for the advantage of the whole surround- 
ing country. He knew not very much of bw now, 
though ouce a very good lawyer; but he knew 
enough to tell him that the funos of a ward in a 
guaroian's hand could not be taken to set off a debt 
against the gtuurdian; nor could this fund be taken 
mm the Stmes. He should vote against tbs reso- 



lutioa, and put hi* rote oh tlie ground that Indians 
was a mere trustee. 

Mr. SEVIER contended that if this fund could b« 
taken, so also might th* fiiads from lands pledged to 
the support of eoUegea, the mineral land*, iu., all 
be taken and sold. 

Mr. BERRIEN waa surprised to see the opposi- 
tion which the resolution had encountered. He de- 
fended its justice and poUcy. 

Mr. WALKER addressed the Senate in refei^ 
ence to the ease of Miasissippi, and stated the de- 
cision of the Vice Chancellor of England, recently 
made, in which the doourine maintained by that 
Slate in relation to her bonds was affirmed by that 
fiinctionary. The holders of the Miasissippi bonds 
might have long since applied to the Supreme Court 
of the United States for a remedy against the non- 
payment of the bonds they held; but they did not 
dare to do so. Should the Supreme Court decide 
these obligations to be valid, they would, he had 
no doubt, be paid cheerfully to the last dollar. 
Should this reeolutioD now before the Senate affect 
the State of Miasissippi, he hoped she would have 
no objection to offset her claims with the federal 
government. He (Mr. W.) would vote for the res- 
olution as cheerfully aa if it only applied to other 
Statea. 

Mr. WOODBURY again addressed the Senate in 
reply to the opponents of the resolution. 

Mr. HUGER said the Senate should decide this 
question, not as if it were sitting as a court of law, 
bulasaoodvconstilting the general policy of the 
country. Reference should be had to the facts. When 
new States were admitted into the Union, it was a 
condition that the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands within their limits should go into the national 
treasury, except three per cent, of the same. For 
yrhu. was this? For education; and he asked were 
not all interested in the education of the people who 
were to have the true government of the country? 
Now, certain States had issned bonds and could not 
pay them. Some of theae were purchased by the 
United Stales for tbe benefit of Indian tribes. All 
admitted that the Indians should not lose their mo- 
ney. It was not a question whether the Indians 
should lose this, or the people remain uneducated. 
He would not, thereft>re, hesitate in saying that he 
would rather rob the treasury than call on the 
people to remain unedoaated. Therefore, he should 
vote against the resolution. 

Mr. WALKER read from the I.ondon Spectator 
the report of the English Vice Chancellor's opinion, 
to which he before referred— affirming the correct- 
ness of tbe doctrine held by Mississippi on the sub- 
ject of her bonds. 

After a few remarks from Mr. SEVIER, 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to ^Imy the resolution 
on the table. 

Thii motion was rejected as follows: 

YEAS— Mrasrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Athnton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Braese, Bachanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Semple, Seirier, Sturgeon, and 
Whit<*-I8. 

N aYS — Mesan. Archer, Barrow, Bayard. Berrien-, rhoate, 
Clayton, Crittenden. Dayton, Erans, Fairfield, Foeler, Fran- 
cis, Hendeiaon, Huntington, Jamagin, Johnson, Lewis, 
McDuIRe, Mangum, Miller, Moreheaii, Phelps. Porter, Sim- 
mons, Upham, walker, Woodbridge, and Woodbury— 'Jo. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment, 
and carried as follows: 

YEAS— Archer, Atherton, Barrow, Berrien, Cboale, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Feirfleld. Foster, Francis, 
Hendenon, HunUngton, Jamagin, Johnaon, Lvwis, MrDuf- 
fle, Miller.'Moreheed, Nilee, Fbelps, Simmons, Tappan, I'p 
bam, Walker, Woodbridge. and Woodbury— 39. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, BagliT, Benton, 
Breeae, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dlckinion, Dix. Ilannpgan, 
Haywood. Huger, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, and 
White— la 

It was subsequently read a third time, and passed. 

A message from the House was received, an* 
nouncing that they had suspended the I6th joint 
rule, which requires all bills to be sent to the Senate 
three days before the adjournment of Congress, so 
ftiras the army, navy, and poat-routes bilLs were con- 
concerned: concurred in by the Senate. The raid 
bills were received from the House and referred. 

ADMISSION OF FLORIDA AND IOWA. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEIN, the Senate took up 
the bill to provide for the'admission of the Territo- 
ries of Florida and Iowa into the Union as States. 

The bill was considered by the Senate as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. EVANS said that a* the bill now atood, he 
could not vote for it. He wa* under instructions 
from his constituenu on the subject, and he hoped 
the bill would be so shaped es to meet the views of 
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til* people he represented. The conatitBtion of 
Florida, moreover, woe formed in 1836, and he did 
not know that the present people of Florida were in 
fiiTor of it 

Mr. BERRIEN said that it iveeiTed the sanction 
of a mdoritv of the last legislature of Florida. 

Mr. EVANS said that might be verjr true; but 
the constitution should receive the sanction of the 
people of Florida. That constitution gave the legis- 
Mtturs the power of passing, laws which his constit- 
naats felt to be a grievance. He referred to the laws 
enacted in some of the southern States for the arrem 
and imprisonment of free people of color. The opera- 
tion of these laws was harassmg to the people of the 
North. He had known vojrages to be broken up 
by the desertion of colored seamen, who would not 
submit to the duiger of imprisonment when they 
found out that the vessel in which tfaev shipped 
was destined for a southern port. The public senti- 
ment of the North was unanimous on this subject. 

Mr. R read the resolutions of the legislature of 
Maine upon this subject, and argued against the 
oonstitutioMdity of the clause in the conAituUon of 
Florida prohibiting the emancipation of slaves, and 
prohibiting the immigration, or dischatge from on 
board of vessels, of nee persona of color into Flor- 
ida. 

Mr. WALKER remarked that the question in- 
volved in the amendment of the senator from Maine 
had been before the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in the case of Miller vs. the State of New 
York. He quoted from the 1 1th volume of Peters 's 
Reports, the opinion of Judge Thompson, affirming 
the power of the States to pass police laws, and de- 
elanng that the States had the power to exclude 
every description of persons wnose presence en- 
dani^Bred their safety. Now, none were more dan- 
gerous than the colored seamen, who might have 
come from St. Domingo, ready for any sort of 
crime. The opinion of the Supreme Court to 
which be had referred, was but a reaffimunce of a 
luminous argument of a distinguished senator, 
[Mr. BEaRiEH,] who was the Attorney General of 
the United States. As Ibrther evidence of the pow- 
er of the States to pass these regulations, he reiened 
to the Slate of Ohio, a free State, in which colored 
persons were required to give bond and security 
for their good behaviour. Now, if it was compe- 
tent for ttw State to restrict them at all, it might ex- 
elude them entirely. If Florida had a light to ex- 
clude colored penons by law, she had a right to ex- 
clude them by her constitution. 

Mr. ALLEN said that then was but one ques- 
tion which the Congress of the United States had a 
right to ask in this mattei^ and that was, whether 
the State applying for admission into the Union 
had a republican form of government. Suppose 
there was a provision in the constitution of Florida, 
which came in conflict with the constitution of the 
United States: such provision would be a nullity; 
for the constitution being the supreme law of the 
land, everything conflicting with it was nugatory. 
The Congress of the United States had but one 
question to ask. All the internal and social arrange- 
ments of the States were left to them alone. If 
Congress could examine their constitutions in de- 
tail, where would the examination stop^ In such a 
case, Congress would become the maker of the 
State constitution, and not the people. The consti- 
tution of Florida contained a provision against bank 
chorten. H* thought gentlemen who were in favor 
of banks had as much right to objsct to that, as 
they had to object to any other provision. Upon 
the oivument of the senator from Maine", [Mr. 
BvAH*,] Congress would have a right to moke the 
constitution of Florida; for if it could say that one 
clause should be stricken out, it might just as well 
say all afaall be stricken out. 

He repeated. Congress had nothing ly do but to 
ask whMher Florida had conslitulsd a republican 
form of government; should there be provisions 
contrary to the constitution of the United States, 
they wen null and void, and would be so declared 
by the tribunal appointed for that purpose — the Su- 

E rente Court of the United States. He concluded 
y expressing the hope that the discussions of the 
Senate on this bill would not be extended to the 
dark subject of slavery; but that the bill would be 
passed into a law without agitating a question which 
could do no good. 

Mr. BERRIEN said, that as a member of the 
Committee on the Jndiciar)^he%«4l'givenhuM>t- 
tention to this bill, and hadtonsidered that provision 
in the constitution of Florida to which the venator 
from Maine objected. He felt it his duty to say 



that tlie sovereign people of a State had the rig)it to 
protect themselves by such a provision as this. If 
It was in the power of the United Stales govern- 
ment te decide upon the constitutions of new States, 
the sooner the fact was known the better. There 
was no power to exclude any provision from the 
constituUon of a new State; neiuer was there any 
power in the federal government to exclude a physi- 
cal pestilence from any of the States. Each State 
had the power to protect itself — a power which never 
would be surrendered. II was, therefore, needless 
for the other Suites to attempt to deprive any one of 
them of the right to suppress a moral pestilence 
within her borders. He should rejoice to see this 
question carried to the Supreme Court of the United 
States for its decision. He hod not the (lightest 
doubt that the power of die States to pass police 
laws for their own protection would be reeognised. 
Until then, he should protest against calling it in 
question. 

Mr. EVANS said he did not wish to restrict 
Florida. He only desired that she woiUd not re- 
strict herself in her constitution from passing any 
laws on this subject hereafter. He did not wish to 
take away from her the power of self-preservation; 
but could laws directing the sale of free persons 
into servitude for the non-payment of jail fees be 
called such? He referred to the case of a colored 
citizen of his State who was advertised for sale in 
Virginia for non-payment of the expenses of his 
arrest and imprisonment, and who would have actu- 
ally been sola but for the interference of the execu- 
tive of Maine in sending on an agent to pay the ex- 
penses thus incurred. The provision in the consti- 
tution of Florida conflicted with the constitution of 
the United States, and he could not, therefore, vote 
for the admission of it as a State until that provi- 
sion was changed. He differed with the senator 
from Ohio, who said. that the only question in the 
competency of Congress to ask was, " Has the 
State a republican form of government'" 

Mr. E. then sent to the Chair the following amend- 
ment to the bill: 

Providtd, hotcevrr. That, lo far n relate! to Florida, this 
act ihall not take eft'ect until aflei ■ conveotion of delegatec, 
electad hj the qualified voters of Florida, shall have so al- 
tered the constitution adopted bj the convention of dele- 
gates on the Uth Januiry, ISSV, as to strike fr^m article 
tenth, ia said constitution, the fint and third sections, in the 
following wonls, namely : 

"Sec. 1. The general assembly shall hare no power to 
pass laws for the emancipation of slaTes." 

"Bec. 3. The general aasfembly shall have no power to 



sons of color, from immigniiug to this State, or from being 
discharged from on board any vessel in any of the ports of 

in#\ri/lft " 



pass laws to prevent fro* negroes, mulattoes, or other pep- 
' ;olor, from immtgratiB ■-■•—- 
'ed from on board ai 
Florida."* 

And nothing contained in the same, in substance or prin. 
dple, shall be inserted in place thervof, or in other part of 
said constitution. As soon as the alterations hezvin requiivd 
shall have been made, and proof thereof laid before the 
Presi^nt of the United States, he shall announce the same 
by proclamation; and thereupon, and without any nirther 
proceedings on the part of Congress, the admission of said 
Slate of Florida into the IJnion of the United gtatca of 
America shall tie considered as complete. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said he did not rise, at this late 
hour of the session, and while so much important 
business was pressing upon them, to discuss at 
length the questions that had been raised in this 
case by his colleMtie. But, inasmuch as his atten- 
tion had been called to certain resolutions adopted 
by the legislature of Maine, which his colleague re- 
gaided as instructions to the senators from that State 
to oppose the admission of Florida into the Union 
upon the terms now proposed, he (Mr. F.) deemed 
it to be his duty, dilTering in opinion as he did with 
his colleague in reference to this matter, to slate his 
opinions merely, without attempting to elaborate 
them. 

in regard to the laws existing in some of the 
southern States to which his colleague had alluded, 
Mr. F. said he agreed with him fully that they were 
highly objectionable; that they violated the constitu- 
tional rignts of the free colored citizens of the North; 
that they were unconstitutional. And if a similar 
law was now proposed, he would feel it to be his 
solemn duty to opposs it; or if any proposition was 
now pending affording additional facilities to the free 
blacks to vindicate and secure their rights, most 
cheerfully would he support it. But the question 
now presented was entirely differenL If Florida 
was entitled to be admitted into the Union, she was 
entitled to admission upon an equal footing with the 
original States. Congress, therefore, has nothing 
foiiher to do with her constitution and form of gov- 
emment than to see that it is "republican." The 
constitution, article four, lection four, says: "The 
United States shall guaranty to every State in tlie 



Union a republican form of govemiaent." When 
Congress has looked into the constitution of the 
Stole proposed for admission, and is satisfied that 
it does not establish a monarchical, or any form of 
government other than republican, its power, in this 
respect, is exhausted. . With the details of the con- 
stitution it has nothing lo do. This is exclusively 
the work of the Slate, and not of the govermncBt m 
the United States. Under this view, Mr. P- said he 
did not sanction the obnoxiotsi proviaioDa of the 
constitution of Florida by voting for her admission 
into the Union. He mieht lament — and he did 
lament — that the people o? Florida deemed it expe- 
dient to insert provisions into their constitution so 
well calculated to keep up and increase the exciting 
irritations between diSerent sections of the country 
upon the subject of slavery. But that was a ques- 
tion solely for their consideration and determination. 

But what would be effected by striking out these 
objectionable provisions of the constitution? Suppose 
that Congress had the power to do it: could not 
Florida, immediately after the organization of her 
govemmsot, pass laws Similar to those now com- 
plained of? Certainly; and this no power could 
prevent. The right to pass such laws can only be 
determined by the judicjtd tribunals of the couMry. 
If the admission of Floridii would be sanctioning 
aad making vaUd all the provisions in her constitu- 
tion, then Congress would have the power indirect- 
ly to change the constitution of the United Stales. 
Now this, Mr. F. said, he denied. If these provis- 
ions of the constitution of Florida were in violation 
of the constitution of th* United States, they would 
remain so as well after her admission into the Union 
as before. The constitution of the United States is 
inflexible, and cannot be changed by the mere act of 
Congress, If Florida has a right to pass laws Uke 
those alluded to, then any restriction on our part 
would be unjustifiable. If she has no such po«rer, 
and such laws contravene the oonstitntion of the 
United States, the judicial tribunals of the country 
would so determine. And it appecued to him that 
there was no difficulty in presenting that question. 
Any person arrested under these hiws might, on an 
application for a writ of habeas corpus, bring the 
question at once ^before the courts of the United 
States, and have 'the constitutionality of the laws 
judicially determined. 

In rsgord to the instructions of the leeislature ad- 
verted to by his colleague, Mr. F. said that, in his 
opinion, they were not intended to apply to this 
sase. No such case was oontem(riated as the ap- 
plication of a State for admission into the Union, 
with a constitution like that of Florida. It had 
reference to certain laws then existing, and which 
could be repealed only by the power that created 
them. And what do the resolutions say? For the 
right of the legislature to instruct, and the corres- 
ponding obligation on the part of the senator to 
obey, Mr. F. said he fully realised. Thereso-- 
lutions, after expressing an opinion <ui to the uncon- 
stitutionality and impropriety of the laws alluded 
to, go on to instruct the senatora to protest solemnly 
against such laws, and to use their best effort* to 
procure tkeir repeal. In obedience to such instruc- 
tions, Mr. F. said he always had, and always would, 
solemnly protest against these laws — and he did it 
now. He would further do anything to procure the 
repeal of those laws, which he could constitution- 
alfy do. And if his voice sould reacli the leeisla- 
tures of the States which have enacted such hva, 
he would remonstrate against them, and use his ut- 
most power to penuade the legislstures to repesi 
them. How much further he could go, te carry 
into effect the instructions of the legislature, may 
admit of much question. At all events, he was ni- 
isfied that they did not require him to vote against 
the admission of a State into the Union, nor lo im- 
pose restrictions upon her to which the other Stales 
are not subjected. 

Mr. CHOATE then obtained the floor, and on 
his motion the Senate took a recess till 5 o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate resumed its sitting at 5 o'clock, p. m. 

The House bill for the establishment of certain 
post routes was taken up, read twice, and referred 
t« the Post Office Committee. 

Mr. BAQBY offered a resolution, which, under 
the rule, lies over for consideration. It was to the 
effect that the executive journal of the Senate, to the 
end of the present session of Congress, be printed, 
and the injunction of secrecy, fur that purpose, be 
removed. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee cm Pensions, msde 
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a namlMr of advene reports; «11 of which were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. BREESE offered a resoJation, which, under 
the one-day rule, lie* over for considetatioii. It 
was, thfit tne Secretary of War be directed to trans- 
mit to the Senate the report of John Stockton. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
made a report on the subject of drawbacks: referred 
to that committee. 

Mr. ATHERTON reported beck a bill without 
amendment. 

On moUonbjr Mr. HUNTINGTON, two hundred 
and fifty additional copies of the commercial docu- 
ment, for the use of the Treasury Department, were 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. CHOATE, the vote taken this 
morning, at his request, discharging him trom the 
duty of chairman of the Committee on the Library, 
was reconsidered, and his application to be excused 
from serring on the committee was ^ilhdrawn. 

THE NEW STATES OF IOWA AND FLORIDA. 
On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the consideration of 
the House bill for the admission of Iowa and Flori- 
da was into the Union was resumed — the question 
pending being on the amendment offered oy Mr. 
Evans. 

Mr. CHOATE being entitled to the floor, address- 
ed the Senate for about an hour. 

He expressed a strong wish that there had been a 
division of this subject, and that a bill for the admis- 
sion of each State, separately, had been presented 
instead of a joint bill making the admission of the 
one dependent upon that of the other. To say the 
least of it, this joint legislation, under the power of 
Congress to admit newStales, was of on extraordina- 
ry diaracter. For the first time in the history of 
the exercise of that power, this mode of proceeding 
waa now adopted. This was a peculiar circum- 
stance, to which he wished to call the attention of 
the Senate and the country. When Maine and Mis- 
souri were about to be admitted into the Union, it 
was by separate bills, one of which was passed on 
the 3d of March, and the other on the Gth. Now, 
it was a great injustice to him and such of his friends 
in the Senate as would vote with him, to be obliged 
to vote against this bill. They should be compelled 
to do so, as they could not conscientiously give their 
«anction to the recognition in the constitution of one 
of the States now presented, of what they could not 
approve; although they would gladly open their 
arms to receive tne other State into the family era- 
brace. He, for instance, coukl most cheerfully and 
heartily give the band of welcome to Iowa; but he 
could not — he would not say constitutionally, but he 
would say, conscientiously — give his hand to Flor- 
ida. 

He was unwilling that hertafter, when the stand 
taken by her representatives, and all trace of their 
reasons and objections shall have passed away, 
Massachusetts shall be cited, as she was through 
mistake the other day, as the unvarying opponent of 
the admission of new Slates into this Union. It 
waa en that account that he submitted to the Senate 
the remark that thore was great injustice in this 
mode ofadmitting two States by one and the same 
(hII; yet he said Uiis, not as meaning that it was in- 
tentional injustice, but that, practically, injustice 
was the consequence of this mode of proceeding. 
He need only go back a few hours, almost, to cite a 
single case iUustrativa of the effects of blending in 
one two measures, each of which, separately, could 
jiot have the same sapport commanded by their junc- 
tion. He alluded to the joint resolutions for the an- 
nexation of Texas. Did not senators know that they 
hod laid themselves open to the charge of having 
admitted Texas into tnis Union by the force of ex- 
ecutive power, aided by a minority of this body? 
No senator would say that the joint resolution from 
the House of Represenlativea could have had any 
possible chance of passing the Senate. Neither 
would he say that the bill o( the senator from Mis- 
souri would, alone, command a majoritv of tb>s 
body. It was perfectly plain, very well known, 
and conceded on all hands, that neither, singly, 
had the least diance of commanding a majority 
of votes in the Senate. They were, in point of 
fact, as far as this body was concerned, mi- 
nority measures. What was done? Instead 
of resorting to the usiul mode of proceeding, by 
imoving to strike out what came from the House, as 
it eoulif not receive the necessary support, and mov- 
ing to insert a substitute more agreeable to the Sen- 
ate, this good old-fashioned mode waa. laid aside, 
and under the influence of a passion for novelty, or 



something else, yon kept in what came fh>m the 
House, and tacked to it a provision that, if the Pre- 
sident of the United States did not chose to act in 
conformity to the first branch of the measure, he 
might act upon the other. By that device you 
umted on it the votes in favor of each, and, com- 
bined, you obtained a bare majority to carry the 
measure; thougli neither, separately, could possibly 
prevail. Suppose the President chooses to act up- 
on the joint resolution of the House, disregarding 
your proviso: will not Texas then be admitted 
by the executive and a minority of the Ssnate? Or, 
suppose he acts on your provision, disr^arding the 

C position of the House: will not the same thing 
,>pen? Instead of the majority, which gentlemen 
admit to be the least minimum of cojistltulional 
power that ou^ht to sanction any act of govern- 
ment, the President and a minority exercise a func- 
tion as potent as if they were the whole combined 
legislative and executive body. By thus tmiting 
two measures, that may be done, which involves in- 
justice to those who would support the one consci- 
entiously, but could not the other, forcing them to 
do violence to their feelings, and placing them in a 
wrong position before those for whom they act. 
So in reference to this case now under considera- 
tion. 

Since Florida made application for adtnission 
into the Union by her legislature, and Iowa for hei^ 
self; and since even the chairman on the Judiciary 
Committee reported back this bill, circumstances 
have occarred which very much changed the nature 
of things in relation to this question. He held in 
his hand certain resolutions of the legislature of 
Florida, passed no longer ago than the 14th of Feb- 
ruary, 1845, which he would read. 

jHeit Mr. 0. read the resolutions.] 

The preamble says, since Iowa is to be admitted, 
let Florida come in pari paau. But since that, we 
have admitted a territory on the southwest much 
larger than Iowa and Florida together — a territory 
that may be cut up into forty States larger than our 
small States, or five or six States as large as our 
largest States. Where and how is the balance 
to ba foun^ by the North and Elast for Texas, 
now given to Uie South? Where is it to be found 
but in the steadfast part of America? If not there, 
it can be found nowhere else. God grant it may 
be, there! 

Everything has been changed. An empire in one 
region of the country has been added to the Union. 
Look east, west, or north, and you can find no bal- 
ance for that. Before this thing was done, it would 
have seemed more fit and proper, if the chairman of 
the Committee on the Judiciary could have made 
his report and recommended — 

Mr. BERRIEN. Will the senator from Massa- 
chusetts allow me to say, the report of the Judiciary 
Committee was made befoie the action of the Sen- 
ate to which he alludes, and is now in the hands of 
every senator? 

Mr. CHOATE. Before you annexed Texas it 
might have been supposed some reason, but not a 
conclusive one, that if a great free State in the North 
is to be admitted, another in the South must at the 
same time be admitted. But the point of argu- 
ment at which he aimed was this: whether, under 
the changed aspect to which he had alluded, it was 
not fair and just to allow those who, by an act 
against their will, had lost the balance they deemed 
necessary, to vote separately on the admission of 
these two new States. 

Passing, however, from this to the more imme- 
diate proposition of his friend from Maine, he would 
say a single word. He understood his motion to 
be one that would provide for the striking out of 
two clauses in one of the articles of the constitution 
of Florida. In one of these clauses it is put beyond 
the power of the legislature of Florida to abolish 
slavery, "nie other is in relation to local legis- 
tion, which, if not mentioned there at all, it is held 
by some the legislature would have as much right to 
enact as if recognised in the body of the constitution. 
Now, in the first place, he should be permitted to 
say that he did not quite agree with the- senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. Alleh,] nor with the senator from 
Maine [Mr. Fairfield] that our only business was 
to look into the constitution of a new State present- 
ing itself for admission, merely to see whether it 
was republican or not. He did not so read the fed- 
eral constitution. Ha believed we had a right to 
look to what we please, to satisfy ourselves Uiat it 
is right, and proper, and sate, to exercise the power 
we are about to exercise in the particular case. The 
lederal constitution says Congress may admit new 



States into Qiis' Union; but there is no express con- 
stitutional obligation that they dkstf be admitted be- 
cause they are republican. What the constitution 
does is merely to guaranty to the members of con- 
federation a repibliean form of government. The 
provision is thu:. "The United States shall guaranty 
to every State in this Union a republican fbrm of 
government." 

We may admit a new State or we may refuse it 
admission. If we see nothing objectionable, and do 
admit it, weguaranty to it a republican form of gov- 
eriMrnent. Whilst deliberating, we may, in order (o 
^ide oar discretionary power, look to her constitu- 
non, or beyond it, to tne consequences affecting our- 
selves; and, on the whole case, l^islative discretion 
is given to us whether we exercise the power we 
poasess of admitting the applicant to our Union or 
not. 

He did not find, by the constitution of the United 
States, that he was obliged to h>ok to the eonslita- 
tion of the applying State to see that it waa republi- 
can; still less, that, if having found it was republi- 
can, we should be obliged to grant the admission. 
Suppose she should present herself with a republi- 
can constitution, but in it was contained an article 
which would nullify one or more constitutional laws 
of the general government, or retained a powergrant' 
ed by the other States to the fiederal government: 
the constitution of the applicant may not only be 
republican, but conformable to the forms of republi- 
canism which we recognise; but, so loo^ as it re- 
fuses to comply with our coromoo requisitions, we 
may not comply with the application for admission. 

He did not mean to argue that one or other of the 
provisions now under consideration waa or was not 
republican. His argument was as to their confimn- 
ity to our federal constitution. He should illustrate 
his mecming by referring to an unpleasant controver- 
sy in which Massachusetts, as it ts very well known, 
has been engaged in with two other States. That 
subject waa not now befbre us: But he wished to 
point attention to the fact, that the very thing which 
Massachusetts demands is, that this controvert 
may be determined by the supfeme judicial tribunal 
of the United States. And if that tribunal shall 
decide against Massachusetts, he ben pledged him- 
self that very man, woaian, and child m that State 
would remain satisfied with the judgment. 

Here Mr. C. alluded to a quotation from Peters's 
reports made by Mr. Walks the other day; which 
led to a long and diacureive oontroversy about legal 
opinions given by vorious judges, touching the per- 
sonal rights of citizens of one State guarantied by 
the constitution to them in respect to other Slates, 
dkc 

In conclusion, Mr. C. urged that there was neither 
occasion nor propriety for Uie two provisions in the 
constitution of Florida, to which he and his friend 
from Maine objected, since it waa admitted that if 
not there, the legislature would, with respect to one, 
have undoubtea power to act; and with regard to 
the other, the people of Florida would themselves 
have the indisputable power to act. 

Let Florida be admitted without these provisions, "Ci 
and then ler her legislature pass such municipal laws } | 
of police OS her circumstances may require. Let her // 
then go, with those who dispute them, to the su- ' 
preme Judicial tribunal, and there she would be se- Oj 
cure ofevery right that waa constitutional. But let ,' 
not him and his fiiends be called upon, in a mere .' . 
actof legislation, on a matter not necessarily con- v' 
nected with that subject, ^to give the sanction of '.. 
Congress to be quoted as an authority for what is r ' 
done here. He should support the 'amendment ^ 
of the senator from Maine. 

Mr. ARCHER said be wanted to address a word, 
not in the way of argument, for it was too late in 
the session for argument, but in the way of testimo- 
ny and appeal, to produce some harmonizing upon 
thissul^t. He was one of those who thought 
that it would have been much better on the part of 
those who framed this eonstiiotion to have omiited 
tiie etause which was the subject of present conflict. 
And why? Because^the same object could be at- 
tained by the passage of State laws without this pro- 
vision in the constitution. But let him tell the hon- 
orable senatora from Maine and Massachusetts, 
[Messra. Evans and Choatb,] that the power to in- 
troduce a provision of this sort belonged to that 
form of law that overrides all forms of political insti- 
tution, or constitution — the law of self-preservation. 
If you had a hundred provisions in the constitution 
of the United States in express terms prohibitory of 
such legislation as was now the subject of our con- 
sidemtion, eome of the Stales might be in acondi- 
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tion to iepl themselTcs privileced, in contmreiition 
of tttch proTMioM, to adopt t£ia counc of l^isla- 
tion. 

He viahed to obviate the aeetaing ^ialmctioa of 
opinion upon this aul^eot, by stating vhat our aaat- 
•rn bnthren could not perceive, bMauae they were 
not placed in the aame drcaraetance* that the peo- 
ple of the Soitth were. No matter what miefat be 
the provisioM of the constitution of the United 
Stataa, the people of the JSouth might be obliged to 
resort to theaa prohibitory regulations in order to 
•Void the evils of a domestic war. it was the law 
of self-preservation with them. What, then, was 
the use of raising these discussions? ' What had 
been the coanw of Maasaehtnetls upon this sub- 
ject? He had been aeeastomed to say that Massa- 
chusetts was the most enlightened Slate in the 
Union; a«id yet, notwiihstanaing that high emi- 
nence which she maiMaioed, this position nad not 
restrained her from being the instrument of throw- 
ing distraction into the federal councils of the 
ITaioD, by the action on this slave subject. That 
had been her character and conduct for several years 
past. We of the South care not what may be the 
regulations upon these subiectR, if wa bdieve that 
the vessels of New England and Maine are about 
to bring firebrands to cast into the midst of our 
cities, we will take precautions to lieq> off and to 
keep out such an element of mischief. We will en- 
deavor to avoid such a form of plague as visited St. 
Domingo. You might have all the laws and iosli- 
totions in the world, and we could not regard them. 
This was a case in which the most prudent course 
was to refrain from inlerferenee. Oenilemeii, if 
they pleased, might choose to stir this thing, and 
stir it to wjiat purpose? To create dissensions b«^ 
iween the different portions of the Union, dissimi- 
lar in their institutions, as well as in their geographi- 
cal and physical condition — dissensions which it 
was absolutely impoesihle to appease. He knew 
the honorable senator from Massachusetts so well, 
that he knew if he obeyed his own free will, he 
would not have mads the remarks that he made to- 
night. Tbat honorable senator was under the do- 
mmion of influences that, perhaps, he ought not to 
resist, but which, if he ehose to hear, we could tell 
him were influences that disseminated the highest 
and worst sort of mischief between the two opposite 
sections of the Union. In Charleston, or Ridt- 
mond, can. we allow ship-loads of persons calling 
themselves sailors fh>m Massachusetts, to come into 
those ports for the very purpose of mixing with a 
certain character of our population, and stirring up 
the latent emben of the worst form of civil combus- 
tions; and because they allege that they have rights 
under the constitution of the United States, are we 
going to let the fire break out and conflagrate our 
cicies and towns, in deference to what they call their 
constitutional rights? We would be no less en- 
slaved than our own obnoxious population, if we 
failed to arrest the dissemination of such' mischiefs 
as these. 

Let the clause which is now the subject of 
discussion go by. And they^ were not patriou, 
let him conclude by saying, who did not take 
this view of the subject, and put aside the source of 
inevitable dissension, but penevered in bringing it 
befbrs the country. He hoped it would be dlowed 
to pass, though he could readily desire that the 
clause had not been introduced into the constitution 
ofFloridaatall. 

Mr. EVANS. I cannot understand the argument 
of the senator from Viiginia. He rises to tell the 
Senate that they are not patriots who, in the exer- 
cise of what they deem their just and proper intei^ 
asu here, under instructions, too, which I believe 
he recognises 

Mr. ARCHER. No, I do not. 

Mr. EyAN& He does not. Very well; I am 
sorry that the honorable senator fVom Virginia 
should say, sir, that they are not patriots who pro- 
pose amendments of the character which I have 
proposed. 

The CHAIR did not so nnderstand the senator 
from Vininia. 

Mr. EVANS. What did the senator say, then? 

Mr. ARCHER. I have but this to say, sin that 
if the explanation is demanded of me in a very dif- 
ferent tone, I shall give it. In the tone in which it 
is now demanded, lyield no explanation. 

Mr. EVANS. The senator may explain or not, 
as he pleases. I have moved an amenoment, and I 
understood him to say, that those who presented 
any motion of this sort — I do not know that I use 
his exact language— are jiot to be regarded as patri- 



ots. I demand no explanstion. I nss no tone; but 
I must say, sir, that 1 think the expression which 
the senator uses-^ 

Mr. ARCHER. If the eantleman demands no 
explanation, or uses no exoted tone, then it is my 
volition to say that I did not mean the slightest dis- 
respect to him or any other senator. 1 meant to 
say, and it is my recollection that I did say, that 
persislance in this course would not tend to patriotic 
results. It was of consequences, not motives, I 
spoke; but as to any imputation apon their patriot- 
ism, it was not in my contemplation. I am sur- 
prised that such a construction should have been 
pot upon my language. I am very glad that the 
altered toge of my honorable friend should have 
permitted me to make this explanation. 

Mr. EVANS. Paaning over all that matter, 1 
understood the honoiable senator to rise for the pur- 
pose of appealing to the Senate to let this matter of 
dissension, and controversy, and feeling, pass by. 

Mr. ARCHER. Tbat was my desire. I rose 
for a conciliatory purpose. 

Mr. EVANS. As a conciliatory purpose, I ap- 
preciate it. 

Mr. E. then proceeded to reply to the remarks of 
the senator from Virginia. What was his (Mr. 
El's) proposition? and what was the honorable sen- 
ator's admission? His proposition simply said that 
the Senate ahonld not be oslled upon to give its ap- 
probation to certain provisions contsined in the con- 
stitution of Florida, which the honorable senator 
himself said he regretted were there. 

Mr. ARCHER. And which 1 think ought not 
to be there. 

Mr. EVANS. Which he regretted were there, 
and ought not to be there. The senator's convic- 
tions upon that subject were not half so strong as 
hi^ He (Mr. E.) regretted that they were there, 
and thought they ouehl not to be there. He agTMd 
that they were nnfortunatcly there, and thought 
they were improperly there; and, as his colleague 
[Mr. Faisfield] thought, that they were urconsti- 
tutionaliy there. The honorable senator proposed, 
asa measure of conciliation and compromise, that 
we who thought they were unjustly and uncpnsti- 
tutionally there, should vote to retain them. 

Now, it did strike him (Mr. E.) that the better 
way of conciliation, and compromise, and conces- 
sion, was that those who thouglit that they ought 
not to be then, and regretted that they were there, 
should consent to strike them otit, for there were sohie 
on his side who had judgments and consciences and a 
sense of constitutional duty upon this subject, 
which forbadethem tovote for this constitution while 
those provisions were there. Why, then, could 
not gentlemen compromise and conciliate by agree- 
ing to strike them out? But the conciliation which 
his friend from Virginia prsposed was that we 
should violate our judgmeat and convictions of duty, 
by votifig to retain them, when we do not ask him 
to violate one single feeling or conviction in voting 
to strike them out! Asa matter of conciliation and 
compromise, he should vote to strike them out. 
The senator said another thing, which he (Mr. E.) 
confessed he was sorry to hear him say, because he 
had been so very earnest and able an advocate of 
adherence to the constitntion. Nay, he thought he 
heard him say the other day that he would not vio- 
late the constitution of the United States for any 
earthly consideration. 

Mr. ARCHER. And I would not. 

Mr. EVANS in continuation: And yet what did 
he fay but a moment ago? Why, that there were 
cireumstances when the strong restrictions of all the 
constitutions in the world were but as dust in the 
balance. Whenever Vii^nia, or any of the south- 
em States, in their judgement or their discretion 
might think that their safety was in danger, their 
domestic regulations likely to be subverted, theii 
considerations higher than all constitutions impel 
them, and call upon them to set aside this constitu- 
tion. 
Mr. ARCHER. T'he law of necessity. 
Mr. EVANS. The law of necessity overrides 
all things — that is the senator's doctrine. 

Now it struck him (Mr. E.) that this was a very 
dangerous doctrine to inculcate. He did not know 
how fiir it might have been, or might not have been, 
reco'nised by the Senate in a recent case. 

There were two sides to this question of necessi- 
ty and self-preservation. The self-preservation of 
other Slates seemed to him to be a matter of some 
consideration as well as of the southern States. 
The senator from Virginia had put an extreme 
case, and then asked if we would forbid them to 1^ 



gislate opon it? Qod forbid i He would not. Sni^ 
pose a number of persons of that description, upon 
whom these laws operate, should be exported from 
our ports for the purpose of stirring up a servile ib- 
surreetion there: lav ytnir hands upbn them — pass 
your laws — seize them and punish them. But are 
these the laws of which we complain? No: yon 
have a law that when a vessel from our part of the 
country, having on board a person of that description, 
with no evil purpose, and no design but that of 
of maintaining your institutions, if he happened to 
have a black skin, and not from the intent of his 
heart^e is to be (nohibitedftom landing, or poniah- 
ed. Was it to b« justified by an argument, that if 
persons are imported and introduced were, with nn- 
iawfal purposes, you cannot punish them? As the 
law stands, you punish persons who have no such 
purpose, ^lact your laws as severe ss you please. 
Who has ever complained of them? We in the 
North, of the free States, have never said that you 
have no right to try, and punish, any person of any 
color that you find within your bordera, with these 
unlawful purposes in their hesrta. But when a 
free man, because the color of his conntenaoee hap- 
pens to be black, and he happens to help the master 
of a vessel, comes into one of your ports without 
the slightest purpose of violating your laws — nay, 
with a- disposition to maintain them — when you hap- 
pen to find him within your borders, you impute to 
nim intentions which he has not in his heart, and 
punish him for a crime which he has not committed. 
That is what we say is inhuman and unjust. 

He only asked immunity for those who go with 
lawful intents, and just purposes, who violate 
none of the laws of the States where they go. 
Make your laws as severe as jou please, for uie 
purpose of repressing the commission of crime; but 
make no laws to punish, when no unlawful purpose 
is cherished, when no unlawful act is done. 

Now, a word to his friend from Georgia, [Mr. 
Berriek,] and his friend from Tennessee, \Mi. 
FosrEH,] who talked about torches, midnight alarms, 
tomahawk8,'snd all that. Really these things did 
not please him at all. Who stirs up these dianen- 
siona' We cherish no such purpose. He knew 
there was complaint; he would not say that there 
was not very great reason to complain of the move- 
ments of certain penons, and certain societies, not 
very inconsiderable in number, who cherish the pur- 
, pose of general emancipation. Has it never occur- 
red to you how you are aiding and abetting them? 

In his canscience he might say that he knew 
those abolitionists, and those peraons connected 
with them whom you reprobate so much^ (and 
whom tiod forbid heshonid defend, here especmily,) 
of all thines in the world desired that these laws 
should notl>e repealed. He knew that they peti- 
tioned here against them; he knew they got np 
excitement against th^m; but the vwy moment 
your laws would cease, the topic of excitemeni 
would be taken aviray. They do not wish these 
laws to cease; because every instance in which they 
are enforced gives them occasion to appeal to their 
fellow-citizens of the fir«e States, ana thus gives 
them an opportunity of making oonverts. It gives 
them ooeasion of complaint against southern legisla- 
tion, and therefore gives them all the advantages 
which may be derived from argument fitunded upon 
this course of proceeding. They do not desire that 
such laws, operating not -upon criaoinal intent, but 
upon innocent, plausible, oonstitational, legal ac- 
tions and proceiraings on the part of free citizens 
who, under the protection of the laws of the United 
Stales, are arrested and punished under southern 
laws, bearing upon them and not upon criminal in- 
tent, should be repealed. The operation of such 
laws furnished one of the strongest arguments made 
use of by the abolitionists of uie North, and was 
very useful to them in keeping up the excitement 
which they are able to maintain among our citizens. 
He did not object to the people of the southern 
States preserving their internal peace, security, and 
safety. Make laws as stringent as you please to pun- 
ish those who violate them. But we complain that 
while the laws of the constitution and country give 
protection and security to that class of persons 
while they are peacefully pursuing their legitimate 
business, they should be restramed from their 
liberty, subjected to punishment and imprisonment, 
and sometimes to a linal loss of liberty. We oom- 
phun that, without apnrposeofcrime in their hearts, 
they ore subjected to the most severe punishment 
which the legislation of the Stales can inflict He 
felt himself called upon to resist the «xteDsion of 
these laws. His colleague [Mr. FauriBLDj differ* 
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ed from him. He [Mr. F.] «id we were Untructed 
to protest againet the taws, and be did proiest 
■gunil tbem. But we were alio inttmcted to lue 
our but efibrta to procure the repeal of all such 
laws in the States and Territories. He thought the 
beat coune he coi^d pursue was to evioce, oy hi* 
Tole, his disapprobation of such laws; and more ea- 
p^ially when he was about to admit a Territory as 
• Stale, that be should say he did not consent that 
she ahould have the power to enact such laws; or, 
ia other words, he did not Intend, by bis vote, to 
give his approbation of such a power m the consti- 
tution of that State or Territory, because it would 
be sanctioning the inducement held out in that ex- 
piessgront, and would be in direct contradiction to 
the opinion of the l^slature of his State, that all 
such laws are unconsututional. 

He bad been instructed, not only to protest sol- 
emnly — and he did protest quite as strongly as bis 
colleag^ue but to go &rther,,and use his best efforts 
toprocure the repeal of such laws; and he thought 
oae mode of doing this was to express the judgment 
of Congress that such laws ought not to be in exist- 
ence; and ' to say that we will not sanotioo a consti- 
tution which expressly confers authority to enact 
•ucK laws. 

Mr. ARCHER had a few words of explanation 
in relation to the remarks which he had made when 
up before. He then expressed his regret that this 
clause had been introduced into the constitution of 
Florida. And why did he entertain that regret? 
Because he undertook to pronounce that the exer- 
cise of such a power in the State of Florida would 
be unnecessary? Very far from it. So &r from 
entertaining or expressing that opinion, he consid- 
ered that Uie importance which gentlemen on the 
other side attached to this clause, would co to con- 
demn such an opinion; and although ne might 
think it perfectly competent for the State to have 
such regulations, he still n^etted that such a pro- 
vision bad been introduced la the constitution. He 
would have bad that State to wait until circumstan- 
ces should have demonstrated that such a provision 
was required, and then, by her legislative power, in- 
troduce this protective relation. He would not 
have it in the constitution of Florida, because 
it actually constrains Florida to do that which 
she may see occasion to abotoin from doing, 
or, at least, she may consider herself constrained, be- 
cause the clause is in the constitution, to exercise 
this power. But a much more material question is 
preoented ia this cose. Suppose we all concur in 
reprobating the insertion of tnis clause in the eon- 
sutution: did it fallow — and he asked the attention 
of the honorable senator from Maine to this ques- 
tion — that we, the Senate of the United States, had 
the right to prescribe exceptions to a dause in the 
constitution of the Slate of Florida, because we 
might not entertain an opinion eoncunent with 
Florida upon those subjects? He denied any such 
assumption of authority on the part of the Congress 
of the United States. What is the limitatioa which 
Congress has the power tu impose upon the consti- 
tution of a State asking for admission? Is it not 
comprehended in a sin^e phrase? and that is, that 
the constitution of the Slate must be republican. 
Does the pqwer given to us in that clause of the con- 
stitution of the United States charge us to range 
through the whole constitution of a State coming 
here for admission, and pass our Judgment upon 
every single clause of that constituUon, and say to 
the State, "You shall have oo provisions in ^ur 
constitution which are not accordant with ourjndgo 
ment aitd opinion, no matter what may be the char- 
acter of the clause?" Did any man mean to main- 
tain here that we have a right to supervise the whole 
constitution of a new State, and substitute our will 
for her will in regard to the formation of her consti- 
tution? 

He ahould be |;lad to know from the honorable 
senator from Maine, [Mr. Ev&Hs,] if be asked the 
exclusion of this clause before the new Slate oould 
be admitted, why should he not go into an examina- 
tion of the other clauses which h* might disapprove, 
or consider unauthorized by the constitution of the 
United Slates? It was assumed bore that Congress 
has the power to prescribe restrictions upon thecon- 
Btiiuiions of a State coming into the Union, which 
in none o.f its provisions ooKflicts with the constitu- 
tion of the Uaitod States. His view of this assump- 
tion -was, that you have no right to make a constitu- 
tion for a Stale under the autliority to see that she 
has a republican constitution. 

His honorable friend bad said — and he had no 
[loubt had spokeii with the utmost sincerity— that 



if mischief-makera were coming among us in the 
South, the remedy was in oor own htmds, — to ar- 
rest and punish them.. He (Mr. A.) had a case to 
put to him. Suppose we think that the Act of the 
introduction of these people — whom he (Bfr. E.) 
said came as ^sailors, and we say come in the guise' 
and character of sailofs — really operated upon our 
people OS firebands and matches: were we not justi- 
fied in excluding them? We may exclude the effect, 
whatever may be the purpose of their coming. Let 
him put an analt^us case to the honorable senator. 
Let us suppose, that, in 'South Carolina, there were 
DO laws of quarantine. Suppose « vessel come there 
full of yellow ibver or plague: would his honorable 
friend tell him, that because the vessel did not come 
there knowing she had the yellow fever or pli^e 
on board, t^e authorities of that place were to em- 
ploy no means of preservation?' The vessel came 
there in good fiuth. She was not aware of the fatal 
and infectious dise^e wluch existed on board; but, 
00 that account, was there no remedy to be pre- 
scribed to prevent its extension among the inhabit- 
ants? Were they to stand willing victims to the 
pestilence that was about to come upon them? Cer- 
tainly not. 

What he said was this: that if the persons who 
come into the southern ports in the garb of sailors, 
and who might come in that character really, and 
yet produced these very miscbieft, were we not au- 
thorized to exclude them by the very laws of self- 
preservation? Why were we not as much anthor- 
ized to exclude them as we were to exclude this 
vessel, which contained these infections to which he 
bad alluded? 

He had thrown out his first remarks in a spirit of 
conciliation. He meant to say to his honorable 
friends that there was a fever in the mind of the 
North on this subject of slavery. He had appealed 
to them not to lend their emment instruthentatily 
to the mischiefs which it was the design of this 
clause to arrest. There were man^ thin^ in our 
federative government which it was impossible that 
laws could take bold of. There were sacrifices 
which we must make to conciliate evils of this kind. 
It might be a grievance fbr black sailors who came 
in good faith tram Maine to South Carolina to be 
excluded from the limits of the State; but when 
senatora reflected that an evil ten thousand times as 
great not only might be, but would be inevitably the 
consequence of the admission of these people, he 
asked them to overlook this prohibition, even sup- 
posing they had the law on their side, when it was 
H) no unfriendly spirit, but in the spirit of defence 
that it was made. He asked them to pass it by for 
the peace, harmony, and union of the States, and to 
maintain that tempo- which- was best calculated to 
preserve the union of the States. There were eases 
u which, for the sake of this qurit of conciliation, 
they ought to overlook matters of right, admitting 
them to he on their side. 

That was the view which he had desired to sub- 
mit when up before; and it was upon a conception 
of duty that he had now risen to give additional il- 
lustration to that view. He knew the honorable sen- 
ator from Maine acted under the instructions of his 
State, and'perhaps thought he was bound to do so. 
For his (Mr. A.'s) own part, he never let his con- 
stituents bind his conscience in Congress. If he 
concurred in Judgment with them they should have 
the benefit of^bis voice; but when it came to the de- 
partment of consciNioe, be reo^niaed no authority 
out that which the Deity had implanted in him. 

Mr. McDUFFIE entertiuned very serious ap- 
prehensions that the gentlemen on the other side of 
the House would tiot be able to convince a majoi^ 
ity that tbeus was the correct view of this subject. 
He therefore rose to express the hope (hat the ques- 
tion would be albwed to be taken without further 
debate. 

Mr. WOODBRIDOE observed that the honora- 
ble senator from Viiginia [Mr. Archco] had said 
there was a fever in the public mind. If such was 
the fact — and tmdoubtedty it was so— why diould 
we aggravate that fever by giving our sanction to a 
clause which many gentlemen thought an unconsti- 
tutional clause, and, at moat, on act of supereroga- 
tion? He knew of no proverb of greater value than 
that which tells us to let well enot^ alone. What 
State has raised a revolt against the constitution? 
Against what State could any cheu^ of that sort be 
now urged? Not one. There were wild visiona- 
ries, they said; there were incendiaries, they Said, 
all about the country; but you increase the num- 
ber, and stimulate the efforts of those abolitionists, 
by holding tbem in defiance and suspicion, when 



tbey come to you and you deny what you con in 
Justice gire them. No human Ming could be more 
entirely opposed to what are called political ab<^ 
tionists than he wali; but you created them Tour- 
selves, by throwing before them this stimulating 
cause. If the clause was objectionable — ^if the right 
to pass an act of this kind was a matter of doubt, Jet 
the vote decide it; let it be made with a clear deter- 
mination. Why not reject this clause, and leave it 
to the tribunal of the country? 

The honorable senator from Vuginia [Mr. Arcb- 
er] had said that we have nothing to look to in the 
form of constitution which has been submitted to 
the Senate but the single, isolated, abstract ques- 
tion whether it be republican. If it contained a 
proposition within it, beyond all huraata doubt di- 
rectly conflicting with the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, would you take a silent vote upon it? 
That oi^ument was not new. Gentlemen might 
recollect the discussion upon the northern bononda- 
ry of the Stats of Ohio. Her claim was that, in 
her constitution, she had herself deffned her north- 
em boundary. She submitted it to Congress, and, 
without any expression of diaapprovid, it was pas^ 
ed OS she hod submittsd it. She infan-ed that you 
hod given it your full and entir% approbation. 
Actiln: What was dwie in the cose of Miehigso? 
There was nothing in her constitution decidedly 
against the constitution t>f the United States; but 
her laws were disapproved. Congress said to her, 
"If you do not alter those laws, we will not admit 
you." She thus kept out year after yeu. 

He did not think, if the question was a matter of 
doubt, that it would be proper, expedient, prudent, 
or wise, tp pass silently upon a matter like thi«. 
There couM be no possible mjury fiom an expres- 
sion of your disapprobation of the continuance of 
this clause here, because it takes from Florida no 
right whatever. If it be necessary for any State to 
pass such an act, where, he asked, was the r^ht of 
Louisiana and South Carolina to pass acts of that 
kind? It was not in their constitutions. It was one 
of the several rights which they claimed as sove- 
reign States. It weuld tend to harmonize the op- 
erations not only of this body, but of the Ameri- 
can people, to leave the people of Florida to their 
rights, and let them resort to that legislation to 
which they could resort, if we struck out this clause- 
He thought it was iMt expedient, wise, or prudent, 
to insist upon its retention. 

Mr. HENDERSON made an able and daborate 
judicial argument on the controverted points under 
discussian. On the general principle of southern 
rights he pointed out the inconsistency, and the 
want of appreciation of justice, in the conduct of 
Mtissaehusetla with regard to the southern States. 
One striking posiUun of his (much abbreviated here) 
was this: The people of the South have slaves on 
board their ships as sailors, engaged in carrying on 
their commerce. If one of those ships happens to 
get within the Jurisdiction of Massachusetts, these 
colored sailora are laid hold of by her laws, and 
brought on shore, where they are set free, and per- 
haps oeoome her citizens. Subsequently they enter 
as sailora on board her vessels; and if those vesMls 
land at a southern port, and these colored sailora 
are detained by the laws of a slave State either as 
the property of their ownen, or as emissaries of 
abohtionists, (should they be so,) Massochusetta 
makesagreal outcry of unconstitational injustice, as 
if violence was committed upon her citizens. By 
her own laws she firat violates the rights of othere, 
and then, because the laws of the South give redress 
and security to the party she bos injured, she com- 
plains! 
Mr. H. opposed the amendment of the senator 

from Maine. 

Mr. WHITE, although willing to vote for the 
bill OS it was, would be much better satisfied with it 
if those objectionable clauses in the constitution of 
Florida Were left out. He saw no necessity for that 
in relation to colored persons touching on the shores 
of Florida, since the legislature could enact polica 
laws to regulate that matter; and with regard to 
slavery, it was a question which should be heft open 
to the people of the State to act upon through their 
legislature. However, as they would have the pow- 
er in their own hands to amend their constitution, 
he should not hesitate to go for the bill. He woura 
first vote for the amendment of the senator from 
Maine. 

Mr. SEVIER'S impression W, that honorable 
senatora on the other side were mistaken in suppos- 
ing this was the firat time such dauses as these were 
introduced into the constitution of any State enter* 
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ing this Union. He referred to the constitution of 
Kentucky, and that of his own State. The only 
difference was, that in the constitution of Arkansas, 
although the legislature cannot emancipate siares, 
it is said, "unless with the consent of their owneis," 
yet, whether those words were in or not, the own- 
ers can emancipate their alarea if they please; and 
BO it will be in Florida, under the constitution now 
presented to Congress. The l^islature of the State 
cannot emancipate the slaves of its citizens any more 
than it can seize and forfeit their other properly of 
any sort; but, although it is not constitutional to 
seize and dispose of private property by act of le- 

fislation, it does not follow that the owners cannot 
o what thejr please with their property: their 
slaves are then: property, and they may emeuicipate 
them if they wish; it is only gjuarantied to them, by 
this constitution, that the legidaturo shall not do it 
in spite of their wishes or authority. If municipal 
laws are made that slaves may not be emancipated 
without security being given by their owners that 
they shall not become a charge on the community, 
that is all the condition the owner will have to sub- 
niit to. 

Messrs. SIMMONS and HUNTINGTON ad- 
vocated the anftndment of the sen:Uor from Maine. 
' Mr. BERRIEN would gladly adopt the sugsea- 
tion of the senator from South CaroUna, [Mr. Mc- 
DorriE,] and abstain from discussion, and would 
have rejoiced if the vote had been allowed to be 
taken without that species of opposition which in- 
evetably excites feelings that cannot be suppressed. 
Within his own bosom he found feelings awakened 
on this occasion, which he did not desire to express 
in this Senate, He was not allowed to look at this 
subject without being transported to his own do- 
mesUc fire-side, and seeing the occupants that sur- 
round it. With the feelings of a southern man, be 
would gladly have postponed the admission of 
Florida into the Union, because he believed that, 
at the present moment, the interests of the South 
were ^sacrificed. It was a territory five hundred 
miles in extent, embracing a vast Atlantic board, 
and a line of boundary on the Gulf of Mexico of 
great commercial importance — a territory that, in 
due time, would have a population adequate to 
entitle it to be erected into two States. Southern 
men were in reality sacrificing southern interests 
by urging on the admission of Florida ii^to the 
Union as one State. It was runainc couoKr 
to the wishes of a majority of the people of that Ter- 
ritory except as a counterpart to the admission of 
Iowa. But all these feelings were silenced when, in 
answer to the application ror the admission of Flor- 
ida, he was' encountered by a proposition whch 
assailed him in his home— in his dearest interests; 
and what was the propositioa' The senator from 
Maine moved to strike out essential provisions 
of this bill. He (Mr. B.) called the attention 
of the Senate to the two questions involved in the 
proposition of the senator from Maine. He [Mr. 
Evans] moved to erase from the constitution which 
had been presented bv the people of Florida, first, 
thcjirovision which forbids — not the emancipation of 
slaves, (for the senator from Arkansas, though he 
believed he was not a lawyer, bad stated withl^cal 
precision the operation of that clause,)— not indi- 
viduals, but the legislature, firom omancipating slaves; 
and he moved to strike from that constitution the 
proviHion which authorized the legislature of Flo- 
rida to prevent the immigration of people of color 
into that State. Now be (Mr. B.) did not mean to 
shelter himself under the construction of the power 
which was contended for by the senator from Ohio. 
God forbid ! It stands on higher groimd. He did 
not mean to shelter himself under the proposition 
that all you have a right to do io determining whether 
you will adroit a State into this Union is to aak the 
question whether that State has a republican form 
of government or not. No; the rights he advoca- 
ted on thia occasion stood on higher ground. 
He gave full play to the exercise of that right if 
ii existed. He gave unrestrained liberty to the ex- 
ercise of every power, except as restrained by the 
common constitution of all. He gave unrestrained 
liberty, loo, for the arrangement of the constitution 
of the State. And he said, then, if there is no pro- 
vision in it forbidden by express inhibition in your 
own constitution, you have no right to prescribe re- 
vision. He believed that if a Stale asking to come 
into tliis Union, came here stating she meant to pass 
a law eonflicling with the provisions of your own 
constitution, you would have a right to lurn upon it 
the back of your hand; for notwithstanding such 
provision would be inoperative, yet you want not to 



admit • Stale into this Union, for the purpose of in- 
citing bickerings and litigation. He gave to his op- 
ponents the fuS extent of all the ri^t they would 
have to except to whatever they coud find in the 
constitution of Florida, conflicting with the constitu- 
tion of the United Statoi. If theyfind in it any 
thing of that kind; let them say to Florida, we wiU 
not admityou. Having thusgivento hisopponents all 
they could contend for, let it now be seen how those 
provisions objected to by them conflict with the 
constitution of the United States. The provision which 
forbids the legislature of Florida from passing laws 
for the emancipation of slaves: did it inhibit 
him, an individual slaveholder, firom aurrendering 
his ri^t to the property which he held? No; it only 
said the legislature should not take his property 
from him. It was inhibitory. But did it inhibit 
him from his richt to do as he liked with that prop- 
erty? Those wno live in slave States know very 
well that when the constitution of any one of those 
States designs to forbid individuals finnn emancipa- 
ting their slaves, there is introduced into it a proper 
provision that the legislature shall noi have power 
to emancipate slaves; nor shall any individual, with- 
out the assent of the legislature. When the oonsli- 
tution forbids the I^sloture from passing hw« for 
emancipatiiig^ slaves, it expresses one thing; but 
when it forbids not only the legislature fl-om doing 
this, but individual owners of slaves from emancipa- 
ting their slaves, it does two- things. Ifonlyoneis 
expressed, only one is meant. If both are meant, 
bolh are expressed. But he (Mr. B.) did not mean 
to insist alone upon thaL He meant to meet the 
proposition of the senator from Maine on another 
ana higher ground. He (Mr. B.) said that when 
the senator attempts to interfere with the right of a 
Stale to regulate domestic slavery, he usurps a pow- 
er which the federal constitution does not confer on 
the general government. There ore differencea of 
opinion as to your power to emancipate slaves in the 
District of Columbia; but no one soy* you have a 
right to do it in the State of Florida, if she wtm ad- 
mitted into the Union. 

If you were to-morrow to pass a law fundamentally 
forbidding the eimncipation of slaves in this Dis- 
trict, would you interfere should any person eboose 
to exercise his right of emancipating his slaves 
within your limits? All must agree you have not 
the ri^hi to interfere. Why, then, make it a matter 
of objection to Florida that she makes her declara- 
tion that when admitted she will exeruise the right 
which you all acknowledge that, when adniitisd, me 
will have? He was perfectly astounded when h« heard 
gentlemen on this floor, in the face of those who a^ 
Knowledged the rights of sovereign States, and that 
theyxannot do any thing at war with the rights of 
other States, maintain ue doctrine that they have 
the power of dictating to a sovereign Stale the r^ 
ulation of its constitution. He was, it was well 
known, a party man; a zealous member of the party 
whose principles he conscientiously believed were 
best calculated to promote the best interests of the 
country; but he wu forced to say, thers are princi- 
ples which rise above all party associations, because 
they are essentially vital — instinctive with life itself, 
and self-preservation. This is one of those principles, 
and he should, in duty to his constituency, to him' 
self, and to every thing dear to him on earth as a 

EuUic or private man, cut himself loose fVom party 
onds if necessary, to defend and sustain those 
rights. 

He objjected, then, to the proposition of the sena- 
tor fromMaine, because it was calculated to usurp 
a power which the federal government did not pos- 
sess; and no senator, on his individual responsibility, 
would dare to avow that this government, in rela- 
tion to any oAe of the Slates oflhis Union, had the 
power to regulate its domestic slavery. How, then, 
can you have a right, when a State presents herself 
for admission into the Union, to object to her do- 
mestic slavery? Is it because she declares that, when 
admitted, she will exercise an inherent sovereign 
power which you all concur she possesses the right 
of exercising as a State? It seemed so preposterous 
that he coidd hardly deem it neoesimry to say an- 
otlier word on that branch of the subject. 

Mr. B. then proceed to the next branch — that re- 
lating to the inhabilion of colored immigrants, and 
examined searchingly the grounds of objection to 
the clause. He argued the judicial question of the 
right, at great length. 

Mr. HaNNEGAN said he wosat a loss to know 
why his colleague [Mr. White] was in favor of 
the amendment proposed by the senator from 
Maine, when in his own Stale there were so many 



rtatriclions imposed on the blacks. Th« aenalar 
knew very well that slatnlea had faeed passed to 
treat them as paupers, unless they gave seeonty fir 

good behavior, and these statutes were soslained bjr 
le decisions of the Supreme Court of the Slatt. 
Suppose, however, that the Congress of the Unitei 
States should impose restrictions upon Florida, snd 
she came in: would not the people have the right to 
hold a convention in twelve months thereafter, and 
insert in their constitution the yery clause complaiii- 
ed of? No power upon earth could make them 
strike it out. The provision in the eonslitation of 
Florida te which senators objected, merely dedsred 
that the legislature should not have the Ppvrer to 
wrest private property from the people wtiick was 
guarantied to them by the constitution. But sens- 
tors had said that Congress must examine the eoo- 
stitution clause by clause before the State was ad- 
mitted. He was surprised to hear that otjediaa to 
the admission of Florida coming fhnn the seostor 
from Rhode Island, [Mr. Soimoms.] Whkt was the 
fundamental principle of the constitution of Shade 
Island when admitted into the Union? He lead a 
few sentences to show that it estaUisbed the law of 
primogeniture si a refuiUcmt priaeute. Yet Sheds 
IslaiuT was not objected lo iHien she came iaie As 
Union; although her senator, sxty years afterwaidi, 
opposed the admission of another State, beeanse itt 
conslitntion gave to the people permanent control 
over their own property. The constitution of Noitk 
Carolina also contained provisions oonflieiing with 
the constitution of t)ie United Slates; but it eame 
into the Union without objection, because the con- 
flicting clauses become nugatory the moment riw 
was admitted. 

There was, however, another and a higher prin- 
ciple 00 which he opposed the amendment; and that 
was because its adoption would be regaided as a 
concession to the accursed spirit of abolitioii. On 
this ground alone he placed his opposition; and in 
doiog so, he wss sustained by 145,000 out of 150,000 
of tlw voters, whig and democratic, of Indiana. He 
should carry this principle through life, and yield 
not an inch to the spirit wU&h hadworind mischief 
for two hundred years; which lighted the fires of 
Smithfield, and reigAed in the dungeons of the in- 
quisition. The senators from Maine and Maoa- 
chusetis were deeply enlisted in behalf of the ri^M 
of their colored citizens who came to the Soinli; 
what was the situation of the people of Indiana in 
this respect? Indiana lay side by side of KeDtaahy, 
where davery existed, and vet the people of Indiana 
did not complain of any of*^ the laws of Kentucky 
affecting the intercourse between the two States. 
On the contrary, it was beautifbl to cooleraplole the 
relation in that gallant Slate between maater and 
servant. He believed it was true, as the seostor 
from Georgia [Mr. Berrikn] had said, that, in as 
State of this Union, were the blacks recognised as 
fellow-citizens, enjoying all the same privil%es with 
the whites. As to the Taw of Massachusetts alkiw- 
ing intermarriage between black and while i>eople, 
he belived that the negroes had protested against it; 
for even they were opposed to amalgamating with 
the whites. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WHITE remarked that it vras true the laws 
of Indiana reouired free persons of color to give bond 
and security tor good behavior when they cane into 
the State. They were not, however, treated as in 
the South— sold when they could not comply with 
the law; but they were apprenticed as paupiers, jest 
in the same manner that German or Irish eminaDls, 
or the vagrants of the country, were treated when 
they were liable to become a charge upon the 
pockets of the people. Lying so contiguoos to Ksa 
tucky, Indiana had a rij^t to suppose that the 
emancipated population ofKentucky would flock to 
her territory; but the law referred to by his ooQeagoe 
was, in its operation, almost a dead letter, so great 
and unrestricted was the intercourse between the 
twe Slates. 

But he did not so much object to the cJause io die 
constitution of Florida prohibiting emancipslioii. 
The object of it might merely be to prevent privaw 
property from being taken without compensatioii; 
and this was guarded against once for all by eor 
forefathers in the federal constitution. What he 
particularly objected to was this: that the colored 
man having no advocates here, Congreas was called 
upon to anticipate the judgment of the Saprese 
Court, and decide against him. It was called on to 
sanction the constitutionality of the laws of the 
southern Stales, prohibiting the hwding of free per- 
sons of color within their limilBj It was, he thought, 
a great grievance, that his constituents, who bvtd 
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oh a river, and sent their produce down upon the 
annual flood, ahould be liable to send their colored 
seamen into servitude, when they sent their prod- 
uce to market. 

Mr. JOHNSON expressed the hope that the 
question would be taken. 

Mr. SIMMONS remarked that, if this provision 
in the constitution of Florida was a common thing, 
as had been contended by the senator from Arkan- 
sas, [Mr. Sevicr,] he would not object to it. But 
. Buch was not the case. The senator from Indiana 
[Mr. Hdntinotoh] had taken his State to task for 
the provisions in her constitution, drawn up two 
hunored years ago; and had spoken of the admission 
of Rhode Island into the Union. Now, he would 
not consent to have il said (hat Rhode Island was 
admitted into the Union; for she began that Union. 
She did not unite with other States, but they united 
with her. What had struck him as peculiar in the 
constitution of Florida, was a delegauon of power to 
the legislature of that Slate, which, by the consti- 
tution of the United States, belonged to Congress. 
The Senate was now called on to endorse that grant; 
and if it did so, it would be said that the power was 
deleealed by Congress. 

Mr. SEVIER said that the constitution of Flori- 
da merely gave the legislature the right to exercise 
this power, if they thought proper. 

Mr. SIMMONS said that, ordinarily, the legia- 
lative power of. the Slate was graated to ihe legisla- 
ture, with certain exceptions and reservations to 
the people; but in this case it was different. 

Mr. SEVIER asked why the senator did not di- 
rect his artillery against the constitution of Iowa, 
which did not allow a colored persoD to vote. 

Mr. SIMMONS said he did not wish them to 
vote. 

Some conversatinn-eosued between Messrs. EV- 
ANS and BERRIEN. 

- Mr. EVANS replied to the argument of the sena- 
tor from Oeor^ia, that colored persons were not 
fellow-citizens m any State of the Union. That 
senator had alleged two reasons why they were not 
citizens; one, that they could not sit on juries; and 
another, that they could notiotennarry with while 
persons. He (Mr. E.) regarded neitaer of these 
as good reasons why a man was not a citizen. 
There were some while men who could not ait on 
juries; and many who could not marry. A white 
4 man could not marry his grandmother; but that did 
notmake him any the leas a citizen. But he wo«id 
not aay more, as he was for eonelading the debate: 

Mr. CHOATE said that the best answer he 
could make to the high-toned and dogmatical argu- 
ment of the senator from Greorgia [Mr. BERntEN] 
would be, to read a portion of a decision of the Su- 
preme Court of the United Slates, made by Judge 
Johnson ofSouth Carolina, in which the power of the 
Slates to interfere, as the senator had contendeii they 
might in these cases, was denied. That opinion was 
also in accordance with the argument of Mr. Wirt 
before the court. All that he (Mr. C.) solicited, 
was an opportunity to ha-ve the right of the south- 
ern States to arrest the Colored citizens of the North 
brought directly before the Supreme Court of the 
United States for its decision. 

Mr. BERRIEN rose to correct a misapprehension 
of bis remarks. He would not exchange the word 
"dogmatical" for any other, if it were consistent 
with the usual courtesy of the Senate. He did not 
mean to assert what he had, dogmatically, but with 
Ihe force of truth, and without intending any disre- 
spect to the late Judge Johnson or Mr. WiJrt. But 
the opinion referred to was founded upon the ftct 
that a previous law was overlooked. The demand 
of the British minister for certain persons detained 
by one of the States was in direct conflict with that 
very opinion. 

Mr. CHOATE said he had objected more to the 
tone than the words of the senator from Gleorgia. 
He held these laws of the southern Stales to be un- 
constitutional, as far as he could see them, and when 
it was said here that be was not to r^rd them as 
such, he would throw back the assertion. He did 
not think ther< eould be any doubt but that the 
opinion of Judee Johnson and Mr. Wirt was 
founded upon the ground that these laws of the 
Slates oonflicted wiui that provision of the United 
Slates constitution which gave to Congress alone 
the power to regulate commerce. 

Mr. BERRIEN wassatisfied, from the remarks of 
the senator, that he had not examined the case to 
which he referred. Tfaedecision of Judge Johnson, 
he was sure, was not founded upsn the provision in 



the constitution alone, but was baaed on the treaty 
between the United States and Great Britain. 

After some further remarks between Messrs. 
BERRIEN and CHOATE, 

Mr. WOODBURY said that he riiould vote 
against the amendment of the senator from Maine; 
but, in doing so, he protested against the conclusion 
that his vote was given either for or against the con- 
stitutionality of the laws enacted by some of the 
aoutheni States, of which senators had complained. 
The senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Simmons] had 
said that if we thought the provision in the constitu- 
tion of Florida unconstitutional, we should strike it 
out. Now it was well known that Congress did not 
overhaul the constitutions of other Slates when they 
were admitted; and certainly theyshould not ovei^ 
haul the constitution of Florida. That was the duty 
of the judiciary, and not of Congress. The oniy 
doubt he had about the matter restM upon the rights 
which the citizens of one State had in another Stale. 
By leaving the constitution of Florida as we found 
it, we did not delegate any power to the legislature 
whatever. It Mras the people of Florida, and not 
Coi^rees, who bestowed power upon that bsdy. 

lie question was then taken on Mr. Etani's 
amendment, and decided in the negative, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Mamrt. Choatf, Dajrton, Eraiw, Fraoolf, Hun- 
tlngton, Miner, PholM, Forter, SimmoDa, Upham, Wbitr, 
and WoodbrMge— 13. 

NATS— Meun. Allen, Archer, A>Ue7, Atehiion, Athsr- 
lon, Bagby, B>now, Bayard, Benton. Borrien, Breeae, 
Buchanan, Colquitt. Crittenden, Dicldnaon, Dix. Fairfield, 
Foiter, Hannenn, Haywood, Henderaon, Hnffer, Jdinion, 
Lewii, McDnSle, Mangam, Merriok, Morenead, Nilaa, 
Sample, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury 

iA> 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE desired to know whether 
the boundary dispute between Iowa and Missouri 
had been settled; and also whether the population 
of Florida was sufficient to entitle her to admission 
at this time. He apprehended that Florida had 
little more than half of the requisite number of in- 
habitants. 

Mr. BERRIEN said there had been somedmibt 
about the population of Florida on the part of Uie 
Judiciary Committee— die census not having been 
taken gMerally in 1840 owing to the disturbed state 
of the country. The delegate from the Territory, 
however, . had anieared before the committee and 
satisfied it that tne population of the territory was 
more than 90,000. In relation to the boundary 
difficuitiea between Missouri and Iowa, they had 
been obviated by provisions insetted in Ihe bill. 

After some remarks from Mr. WOO0RIDCIE in 
opposition, the bill was reported bock to the Senate 
oad ordered to a third reaoing. 
. It was then passed by the following vote: , 

YEAS— Meatra. Allen. Archer, Aihley, Atchiaon, Alhei- 
ten, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Breese, 
Buchanan, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dickinion, Dix, Faiifield. 
Foater, Hanne^n, Haywood, Henderaon, Huger, Johnion, 
Lewii, MoDuffle, ManguDi, Meriick. Morenead, Nilea, 
Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, T^>pan, Walker, White, and 
Woodbury— 3«. 

NAYS— Memri. Choate, Evana, Francii, Hnntington, 
Miller, Fbelpi, Sinmona, Upham, and Wocfdbridge— 9. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, with the 
amendments of the House. He moved that the Sen- 
ate insist on its amendments, and ask a conference. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK reported the bill to establisb ad- 
ditional post routes, wKhoHt amendment. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE reported the harbor bill, 
without amendment. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the House bill ma- 
king appropriation for the Indian service, for the 
year 1845-6, was taken up for consideration, and 
two amendments were adopted. 

Upon the third amendment a debate of consider- 
able length arose. 

The provision of the House was for the removal 
and subaistence for one year of the Chocktaw In- 
dians; and the amendment offered by Mr. Evani 
was to fund at 6 per cenu the amount of their land 
scrip, applying the interest to their annual support 
after they are removed. 

The subject was debated till midnight by Messrs. 
WALKER, EVANS, CRITTENDEN, and SE- 
VIER, and then postponed till Monday. 

Oh motion of Mr. EVANS, it was sgreed that 
when the Senate adjourned, it should be to Monday 
moning at 10 o'clock. 



Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the credentials of 
the HoirarableLiBwia Cass, elected by the gjBnerd 
assembly of Michigan, as senator of the united 
Stioes, ror six years from the 4tli instant They 
were read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered a resolution iacrtaa- 
ing the pay of the messengers and employees of the 
Senate for the present sesssion. It lies over in ac- 
cordance with tne one-day rule. 

Mr. MOREHEAD offered a resoIuUoa for the 
printing of 5,000 extra copies of the iq>ort of Lieu- 
tenant Fremont's expedition to Oregon. It lies over 
in accordance with the one.day rule. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICB^ an executive com- 
munication on the table was ordered to be printed. 

At 12 o'clock, (midnight,) after being in session 
11 hours, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satviidat, March 1, 1845. 

Mr. CAMPBELL rose to ask a personal &vor 
of the House. From extreme indisposition be had 
left the House last evening, under the expectation 
that the vote on the Texas ouestion would not be 
taken until late at night. Unfortunately, he was ab- 
sent when the vote was taken. As it would not alt«r 
the result, he now asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to record his vote. It was probably one 
of the last votes he should give in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

[Cries of "consent;" and not a dissenting voice 
was heard.] 

The unanimous consent being accorded, the vote 
of Mr. Camfbeli, was recorded in the affirmative on 
the question of concurrence in the Senate's amend- 
ment to the Joint resolution for annexing Texas to 
the United States. 

Mr. McKAY hoped the House would consent to 
take a recess from half^^ast 3 to half-past 4 o'clock, 
this afternoon. 

The SPEAKER said it was so obvious that there 
was no quorum preaent, that no business eould prop- 
erly be none. 

There wen not at tkia time over 45 members 
present. 

Mr. WELLER called for the reading of the jour- 
nal, and said he apprehended the Chair would not 
presume that there was no quorum, as this was the 
hour fbr meeting. 

The Clerk commenced the reading; but before he 
hadjiroceeded lar, 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to dispense with the read- 
ing of the journal, in order that the House might 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to ttai the bill to establish certain post 
routes, in which all the members were interested. 
It could be read in ten minutes; and unless it woa 
now taken up, it must foil for this session. 

The further reading of the journal was dispensed 
with. 

Mr. BRENOLE asked leave to present certain 
resolutions of the legislature of Maryland. 

The matter wa* not pressed; and the resolution* 
were not received. 

POST ROUTES. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the slate of 
the Union, (Mr. McClelland in the chair,) and 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill "to eatab- 
lUh certain post routes." 

The general reading of the bill was dispensed 
with at the suggestion of Mr. HOPKINS, and the 
bill was read by sections for amendment. 

Amendments ofiisred by Messrs. DANA and 
MelLVAINE were adopted, and an amendment 
by Mr. POLLOCK was rgected. 

Amendments for additional post routes were ftir- 
ther offered by Messrs. STII^, BOYD, ASHF, 
BRODHEAD, SAMPLE, and JOHN W. DAVlfc; 
all of which were adopted. 

On motion Of Mr. TIBBATTS, the foUswing 
amendment was adopted: 

From Newport bv Ihe way of the moutha of Foar.mUe 
and Twelve-mile creeks, to (Carthage, in Campbell coanty. 

From Wanaw, in OalUUn conn^, by the way otH*ftHt- 
on or Beech Faik, in said county, and DcmoyaviUa sod 
WlUiamstown, in Orant county, to Falmouth, in Pendlstoa 
coanty. 

Other amendments were offered by Measrr. 
STILES, JENKS, HOPKINS, A. KENNEDY, 
GRINNELL, and HUBBELL. 

Amendmenu further offered by Messrs. HAR> 
DIN, A. KENNEDY, and LYON, were adopted. 
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Mr. CROSS offered the following un«ndm«Dt 
tinder the head of Miaaouri: 

From Indepcndenoc, on tta« Minooii river, crowing tlie 
Boeky moantdiu, ^ the fail! ol the Wallunetts river, in 
OregML 

lUjected. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS the committee rose 
and reported the bill and amenjxieats. 

The amendments Were concurred in ' «n masse, 
the bill wf« ordered to be engrossed, and having 
been read a third time, was passed. 

On motion of Mr. W. J. BROWN, two members 
were added to the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. BROWN, from said committee, reported 

that they had foutid correctly engrossed the joint 

» resolution for annexing Texas to the United States. 

It was DOW presented, and.received the signature of 

the Speaker. 

ARMT APPROPKIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY/ the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
tibe Union, (Mr. Hamliu in ths chair,)«Dd resumed 
the cooaideretion of the army appropriation bill. 

The pendinj^ amendment was that offered last 
evening by Mr. Locas, for the inerease of the item 
for the manufiMlure of arms at the national armo- 
ries, from (300,000 to |360,000. 

Mr. LUCAS, by geseral consent, sent up to the 

Clerk's table, where it was' read, a letter of Col. 

Talcott, chief of the ordnance department, and some 

other communication, in explanation of the necessity 

. of this amendment. 

The amendment was adopted — ayes 81, noes 35. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved an amendment ap- 
propriating ^,000 for commencing the necessary 
works for an armory at Fort Massac, Illinois. 

Mr. McKAY raised a point of order against the 
amendment; which was overruled by the Chair. 

The amendment was adopted — the question being 
token by tellers — ayes 72, noes 43. 

Mr. LUCAS offered on amendmsnt appropriating 
f30,000 for the purchase of a certain piece of land 
at Harper's Ferry, for the use 'Of the United Stalea 
armory: rejected. 

Mr. HARPER offered on amendment for the 
erection of an armory in Ohio, ^0,000: rejected. 

Mr. WELLER, from the CommiUees of Ways 
and Means, off*red an amendment appropriating 
t3,000 for continuing the metereological observa- 
tions at the military posts of the UniteoStat'ea, undsr 
the direction of the surgeon Oeneral: agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON offered an araendment appro- 
priating $2,500 for survey of the military road in 
Arkansas: re)ected. 

Mr. CRO^ offered the following amendment: For 
repairing and completing the United States military 
rood from the Mississippi river, opposite Memphis, 
in the State of Tennessee, to Little Rock, in the 
State of Arkansas, fifteen thousand dollars: rejected. 
' Mr. DARRAGH offered an amendment increas- 
ing the appropriation for the armament of fortifica- 
tions from 1100,000 to $200,000: rejected. 

Mr. STILES offered an amendment appropriating 

J (100,000 for the purchase of two sites for oaiioniU 
bundriea, one in Pennsylvania, the other in Geor- 
gia, and the commsncemeot of the necessary boild- 
ings therefor — 

Mr. McKAY objected, that the amendment was 
out of order, there being no law to sanction the ap- 
propriation. 

Mr. STILES appealed. 

Mr. BRODUEAD called for the reading of «n 
act of Congress, which he tdleged aanetionea the ap- 
propriation; which was read. 

On takine the question on the appeal, the decis- 
ion of the Chair was sustained by the House. 

The question was 'then put on the amendment, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. PATERSON offered an amendment q>pro- 
priating $30,000 for the commencement of fortifica- 
tions on the Genesee river. 

The CHAIR decided this amenemeot to be out 
of ordei. 

Mr. BIDLACK offered on amendment appro- 
priating $2,000 for examinations and surveys for 
selecting sites for national foundries ; rejected. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee rose 
and reporte'1 the bill to the House as amended. 

Mr. McR. then movrd the previoiiH question ; 
which was seconded, and main question oniercd. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be ou the 

rsi amendment, which increased tlie appropriation 

for the manu&clure of arras at the national armones 

<ii $200,000 to $360,000. 



The vote on this question was taken by yeas and 
yeas, and resulted Uius : yeas 85, nays 75 > so the 
amendment wu Eu;reed to. 

The next amendment appropriated 130,000 for the 
purchase of a site in Illinois, and for the encdon of 
an armory. 

On this the yeas and nays were taken, and re- 
sulted thus : yeas 76, nays 71 ; so the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question was taken, at the suggestion of Mr. 
McKAY, on the remaining amendments <n mane, 
and they were concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. McKAY offered a joint resolution to sus- 
pend the 16lh joint rule of the two Houses, which 
provides that no bill having passed one House shall 
be sent for concurrence to the other during the lost 
three days of the session, as &r as relates to the bills 
making appropriations for Uie army, /or the navy, 
and for post routes. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

REDUCTION OT POSTAGE. 

Mr. RATHBUN inquired of the Speaker in what 
manner the post office bill (which had just been re- 
tained from the Senate) could npw be ie«ch«d for 
action. 

The SPEAKER, after some conversation, replied 
that it could only be reached by a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr, RATHBUN moved a suspension of the rules 
for this purpose: agreed to; ayes 117, noes 30. 

The bill was accordingly liiken as on the amend- 
inents of the House to which the Senate hod con- 
curred, and had added thereto an araraidment, which 
was now the question before the HouM. 

The amendment was read. It authorizes mem- 
bers of Congress to receive letters not exceeding 
two ounces m weight fi-ee of postage, and extend 
the same franking privilege to Vice Presidents as 
granted to members of Congress. (The bill, asthua 
amended, leaves the franking privilege of members of 
Congres8|the same as it is at present.) 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays, which 
wert refused. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was concurred in without a divi- 
sion. 

Thiis the bill for the reduction of postage, Aa., is 
finally passed, and awaits only the signature of the 
President to become a law. 

RECESS. 

Onmotioii.of Mr. McKAY, the rule* werdsus- 

Snded, and a resolution was agreed to for the 
ouse to take a recess from 3 to hiufpast 4 o'ck>ck. 

On niiotion of Mr. SLIDEXXi, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. TisBtTTt in the chair.) 

On motion by Mr. OWEN, he committee took 
up the bill from the Senate granting a certain quan- 
tity of land to the State of Indiana, to aid that State 
in the completion of the Wabash and Erie canal. 

The bill being read, 

Mr. OWEN made some explanations in its sup- 
port. 

Mr. McClelland offered as a substitute a 
similar bill, having the same object in view, which 
he aoid had twice passed the Senate. 

Mr. OWEN said he had no objection, to that 
amendment, because it was precisely the samething 
in substance as the bill before the committee. Those 
who voted for one would vole for the other, and 
those who opposed the one would oppose the other. 
He therefore noped that his ftiead from Michigan 
would withdraw his amendment, 

Mr. DOUGLASS offered an amendntent to the 
amendment granting a certain quantity of land to the 
Sttate of Dlinois, to aid that State in the completion 
of the Uhnois tuid Michigan canal, which he said 
was to connect the waters of the lakes with the Mis- 
sissippi river aad the Gulf of Mexico, and make a 
canal navigable for ships of war. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS and Mr. BRINKERHOPF 
appealed to the gentleman from Michigan to with- 
draw his amendment, as the same object in it would 
be accontplished by the bOl before the committee. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND withdrew his omendinent, 
and moved that this committee lay aside the bill to 
be reported to the House, and take up the bill he 
had Just sent up to the Chair as a substitute. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendment 
granting a certain quantity to the Slate of Maryland 
to aid that Siatc'in the completion of dieCHiesa- 
peake and Ohio catud; and 



After some remark) from Mr. OWEN, in oppo- 
sition to it, 

Mr. KENNEDY withdrew his amendment 

I^. BRENGLE renewed the amendment oflete4 
and withdrawn by his colleague Mr. Ktamwoi. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS raised the point of order thai 
the gentleman hod nc right to renew the ameodmoDt 
of his cofleague while the gentleman from Michi- 
gan had the right to the floor. 

Mr. BREmJrLE replied, and addressed the com- 
mittee in some remark* in favor of his amendmem. 

The amendment was negatived. 
' Mr. BARRINGER submitted an amendmeot; 
which was n^tived. 

Mr. HOPKINS offered on amendment; which 
was rejected. 

Mr.R. CHAPMAN offered the foUowing: 

Bt U fnrtktr mactti, Thstneh attwnte seetieB «f Its 

Cblic landi of the Umted Btstoe lying on cither tid* ollke 
eolthe railroad from the TeoneHee river tOtbeCooa 
rlTcr, in the Stale of Alabama, known aa the Temienee and 
C««iSiailrmd,b«gnu>tadt»th*nid8lBU of Alobian (tr 
the coiapletlan of aaid road, ander the tems, nrn M ^H nni, 
and reitrictiona contained in aaid bill in talation to Iht 
nanta made in the prerioui lectiona ofthia hiUj andthit 
UM minimum price of the other alteniateaeatloni not gnat, 
ed to the 8UI« b« double that of other pobUc lands wKkia 
said StaU. 

Mr. C. briefly explained the amendmem. 

Mr. YANCEY hoped that Mr. C. woaM viib- 
di«w bis amendment, as it involved a prind^ 
which would prevent his giving it his sappoit. Hii 
State bad not recognised, aiM his principles of Is- 
gislation hod repudiided, the doctrine of iotemoi io- 
pravement He could not ooiwent to gire eooato- 
nanee to this system, by asking anything of ths 
general goTemment. He bad oppoaed all aoeh a^ 
propnationaoflaiMlvsked for from other quartan 
end, in justice to his principles, and to the views ef 
his State, he shoald be coinpeUed to vote against the 
proposition of his colleague, if p r e ss e d to fe vote. His 
colleague and himself ootli belonged to a schod 
which recognises in full force this principle. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said that he would not admit 
that his ct^league went beyond him in seridlv 
construing the powers of this government; but, with 
all his strictness of constriiotioD, he was anable to 
discover how the amendment proposed coald be 
constrsed as a departure from the doottiae con- 
tended for by the strictest constructionists. 

If Congress hss the constitutional power to make 
all needful rules and regulations for the diqxiaitioB 
of the public lands— appropriates ahemate s«f4k»» 
•n ecmdition that the other sections reserved ahall, 
by the improvement contemplated, bring doable 
the amount now asked, and ten times aa much as 
it wiH bring without the improvement — ^he was 
unable to discover how this coiud be called a recog- 
nition of the powers of the government to cany 
on a system of internal improvement. 

Mr. C. said that his colleague nor himself would ob- 
jact to receive from the United Statesa relinqoiaknieat 
of all their claim to Alabama of all the waale lands 
within that Slate, that have remained so saanjr v«ai* 
unsold. Indeed, such a bill has been introdoesd 
at this eession byone of hiseoUe^piea. The aoMod- 
ment only proposes to giant alienate aectioaa, net 
to a private company, but to the State; and to the 
State only upon condition that an improveouDt is 
made by which the other section* will bring denble 
the price now asked. 

Mr. C. said he could not discover how this cooH 
be called an appropriation for intanml improveoMat. 
It was only a good "rule or regulation," by which 
seme of the public landmay bediaposad of that 
cannot be without it. 

The amendment was then rejected. 

Mr. RAYNER submitted an amendmmt, irfiich 
the explained at some length. 

Mr. PETTIT replied, and the debate vaacaa- 
inued by Mr. RAYVER. 

Mr. JAMESON moved that the eoBunittee rise, 
with a view to offer a resolution to tenninale debate: 
carried. 

The committee accordingly rose, and reported 
progress. 

Mr. JAMESON offeied a lesokKion to tcnunatc 
debate m one mtnirft after the bill ahall Main be 
taken up in Committee of the Whole on ths slais 
of the Union; and that the committee ahail, at that 
time, rise and report said hill lo the House. 

Mr. J. moved the previous queatioo; which was 
seconded. 

The' main question was ordered^ and being takea, 
the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. J. the conunittee reaamed iu 
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Beaaion, and the eonaidemtioR of tb« above bOI, 
granting buds to Indiana to aid in (^ coapletimi of 
Uie AVdjash and Erie canal. 

The question was on the amendment of Mt.Rat- 
nkm; wnieh, in its modified form, prorided, "in oi^ 
der to place all tlM States on a fboting of equalitjr," 
for the grant of 500,000 acres of landto each of the 
remaining States. 

The eonunittee were dividing on this amendment, 
when, the one minute having expired, they rose, and 
reported the bill to the House. 

Mr. RAYNER obtained the floor, and renewed 
hia amendment offered in oommittes. 

Mr. HARAI^SON moved an amendment to Iha 
amendment, to make one of the conditions of the 
^rant proposed, that ihesaid eompanies should be 
bound, during time of war, to transport all muni- 
tions of war and supplies of the army free of chaige 
to the United StatM. 

Mr. RAYNER moved the previous <iuestion, 
which was seoonded; and the mafn question was or- 
dered. 

Mr. HARALSON, finding that it was raodsied 
unnecaaasry by a clMwe of tha bill, withdrew hia 
amendment. 

The question recuniog on the amendment of Mr. 
RAYNER, 

' The yeas and nays were aaked, and ordered; and 
j>eing taken, resulted — yeas 46, nays 85. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Ilie bill was read a third time, and passed. 
''' The hour of 3 having arrived, the Houaa took a 
recaes to half past 4 o'doek. 

EVSSIHG SEStlOM. . 

At half-past 4 p. m. the Hooae was ealled to order 
by the Spesker, and it beii^ ascartainad that there 
was not a qooruu present. 

On motion by Mr. DICKEY, a eill of the House 
was ordered, end the- roll b«ii« called teough, it 
appeared that 134 membera had answered to their 
names. 

Farther -procfledinfs Qndsr tik call were dispansed 
^wiiti; and 

The {nevious question having been moved tmi 
and Aa main questien ndsied on the 



pending bill, vis— the. bill granting a oeitaJn qua*- 
tity of land to the State of Indiana, to aid such wan 
in the completion of the Waboak and Brie caaU. 

The mam question was put on the passage ot the 
bill, and it was decided in the a fflm u»tive— y ea s 89, 
nays 55. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON obtained permission to 
report a Senats bill beck from the Committee of In- 
dian Affaits: and it waa rafMned to the CMnitM 
«r the Whole. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BUX. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways an* 
Means, reported back the civil and diptomatiei^ 
piopriation bill, with a rwommendation that eertaia 
of the Senate's amendments be concurred in, mi 
others non-concurred in. 

On the motion of Mr. BleKAY, the House thsa 
resolved itself into a Committas of the Whole on ika 
state of the Union, and took up the civil and dfpia> 
matic appropriation biB, with the view of dispeaing 
of the amendments from the Senate, (Mr. Saumwm 
in the chair.) 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, such amend- 
ments as the Committee of Ways and Meana ie(>' 
ominended the Committee of the Whole to eoneor 
in, were eottcurred in, except such aa WSM ob j e ct ed 
to as they were read. 

The first amendment of the Seoate, in ^iriiieh tha 
Committee of Ways and Meana recommended a 
non-eoncnrrenoe, was that which inereasad the tp- 
propriation for ^ books sopriied to members of 
Congress, under resolution of the House, fl-om 
|a),943 to 187,755. The e£fect of the Senate's 
amendment was to restore the appropriation to what 
it was oripnally. when tite. bill was in ths House, 
before it was reduced on the recommendation of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Meana. The Committee of the Whole non-ooiH 
curredin the Senate's amendment. 
The next amendnMnt was the one made in tha 



item whieh was introdtioed by Mr. Ownr, aa on 
omendmant of Mr. Poatt'i proposition fbr die ere^ 
tion of new buildings <br the War and Navy De- 
portments. ItwaseoBcarred in. 

The amendment of the Senate being tinder eon- 
sideralien to Mduee the grade of the mission to 
Austria, ft«m that of minister to chargf de affaires, 
and to reduce that to China firom raimster plenipo- 
tentiary to that ot eommiasioner, for whom |6,(j00 
is appnHraiaied — 

Mr. H<HjMES made some remarks, partly in 
«eply lo'tL speech of Mr. C. brauioix, a ftw days 
since. 

Mjr. HAMBtETT opposed the rednetkm of the 
missMn to China, and n^ed the House wodld not 
reeede ftwn the ap pi p pri a tien of <he House, inserted 
on •notion of Mr. Adams by the House, for min- 
ister plenipotenliairy to this country. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved thitt the committee ris^ 
but yielded to 

Mr. DARRAOH, who was proceeding to tpttik 
an iha aabj«Mof Mexican indamuties, men he waa 
ealled to <ader by Mr. C. J. bracMOLL.- 

Some eonveraation and nuoh cenAwton took 
pboe on the point of order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was not in order to 
discuss any portion <^ the bill, except that under 
oonaidemtian. 

Mr. DARRAGH ai^iealed &om that dedsiotti 
and 

On taking the question on the appeal, the deeiabn 
of the Chair was overruled. 

Mr. DARRAOH then continued his remarks in 
relation to the Mexican indemnity. 

Mr. PATERSON obtained the floor, and said 
that the only bill upon which he eared to take up 
much of the time of the committee had been taken 
out of debate by a resolution of the House in two 
houisafterit was first token up. He regivtted that 
so important a bill as that of postage rerorm should 
be hurried through the committee so hastily. He 
regarded it as the most important measure of this 
Cotureas, in the benefits it is destined to bestow u^ 
on tbecoiintry. Ai it Mssed, as a reveaue measure, 
which he found it would not proVe, it was to be re- 
erettad Aat more time was not given to debeto it. 
Suit it* beariaipi might be more uoroughly ub*w 
stood. 

Mr. C. J. mOBSaOLL ealled iir. P. to order 
for debating a sabiea foreign to the one under con- 
sidenoion. 

TM CHAIR decided it was out of order to debate 
any other subject than tfiat before the House. 

Mr. PATERSON contended that a portion of the 
Senate^ amendments refared to mail routes and to 
the regulation of the maila, and be waa pennittad 
logo on, and spoke of the unpopularity w the post 
olSae department with the peome, rendering it im- 
possible to protect its revenues Sroin being iuKnged 
upon, and said that the only way to restore it to tha 
fhvtvBble consideration of the oountry waa to lake 
from it the appearance of being admimslared to <^ 
press rather than benefit the people, while it remaw- 
ed a eivemment monopoly. Hereftiredtothefirv 
and auht chan^ whicn had been made in tha 
rale ofpostage since the department was first estob- 
Udied, and to the burden which the franking privi- 
lege imposed upon correspondence, stating the 
amount of free mail matter as being more than nine- 
tenths of everv thing that passed ihrongh the moil, 
in weight, ana was proceeding to pyt a history of 
the ftmng ofiT of its revenue, which was brought 
about by the same stato of things as destroyed tne 
revenue of the British post office, previotu to the r^ 
form in that eotmtiT. when he was again callad 
to order, and the uaair decided he was out of 
Older, from which he took an appeal, and the 
House overruled the deeieion of tne Chair, and 
he was permitlad to go on. He said be did not 
intend to travel out out of the record; if he was out of 
order, other members had been more eo upon al- 
most every bill that had discussed — instances of 
which had been presented within the but two days, 
bvthe honorable and distinguished member from 
North Carolina, [Mr. RAvwcm,] and hia eoOeague 
[Mr. MuarMT,] both of whose qieeohaa bod bullit- 
tle rsforence to the subjeet under . debate. He was 
»«•(• of tha anxiety of the Bousk to get on widi 



bnaihess; end he would say to his friends who were 
anxious that he should proceed, that he would not 
intrude up the courtesy of the House, to the mem- 
bers of which he was under obligatinns for permit- 
ting him to proceed against the decision of theCheir. 
He had never taken up the time of the House in 
making Buncombe speeches; he only wanted to 
show, Dy contrasting this act with that of Great Bri- 
tain, that it would not prove a revenue measure; 
which he proceeded to do. 

It was a measure that be and his constituents felt 
a deep interest in, and as it had fjeen adopted upon 
the ground that the department waa to create its own 
revenues, which he feared it would not do, and 
which would cause those opposed to refonn to come 
back here and claim that the falling off was in conse- 
qoence of too great a redaction in the rates of post* 
ace; instead of which the reduction was not snffi- 
ewntly great 'to restore the whole correspondence of 
the country to the mails, and at the_ same time in- 
duce such an increase as would maintain the reve- 
nue. He would have proposed a three cent rata for 
fifW miles, and a five cent rate for five hundred 
miles, over that ten cents; but waa prevented from 
oflbring an amendment to' that effect, fearing that 
any amendment to the bill would endanger its loss 
m the Senate. It would be with the view of main- 
taining the revenue only, that he would propose 
those rates; discarding revenue, he would much pre- 
tu a uniform low postage for all distances. If the 
department should become a permanent tax upon 
the treasury, it would have no terrors for him. Du- 
ties collected upon imported foods were added to the 
cost of the goods, and paidl>y the consumer. He 
argtied that the business correspondence of the coun- 
try was ehaiged upon articles of trade, and paid the 
consumer; hence the poorer dasaee paid the great 
proportion of the business postage as directly as if 
K was paid from duties collected upon goods. At 
the same time they were debarred the benefit of a 
cheap postage. Be waa proceeding to show the 
evils of high postage in England, and the blessings 
of a cheap post!^ mere ss well as here, upon our 
social and political relations, when the term allotted 
to him expired. 

Mr. McKAY then made some remarks in reply to 
dwMBtlemanflom Pennsvlyaaia, [Mr. DAaoAOR,) 
ill Jalinn lathe two unpaid instalments Of tkeMexi- 
ean indemnity, denying that thrf' money had been 
received by our eovemment. He also supported 
the amendment of the Senate reducing the mission 
to Austria to a diaigf . He concluded by moving 
that the committee rise, with the view of ofiering a 
resolutioo in the House to terminato the debate. 

AMNEXATIOR OP TXXA8 COMPLftTB. 

A measi^ wasjraceived ttom ths President of the 
United States by the hands of John Tyler Jr., eaq., 
hisprivauseereiary, announcing that therreaid«it 
hod approved and aigned certain nillo. He alao an- 
noonoed that the Frssident had approved and aign- 
ed certain joint lesnlutions for annexing Texas to 
thiaUnioa. 

[Aaaoanas the aanoanoement was made, aloud 
boiat of plondits pealed through the House, which 
were with diflfenlty sappreaaad.] 

APPROPklAnON BILL. 

The eommittee having rsaumed the appropria- 
tion bni, the motion to rise was sgreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported progi«sa 
on the civil and. diplomatic bill. 

Mr. McKAY submitted a rssoltition to terminato 
deboU in five nunutes on that bill when the House 
shaD again go into committBe thereon; and on that 
he moved the previous qusstion; which was su^ 
taiaed by the House, and the leaotntion was agreed 
to. 

The House again resolved ita^ into committee 
on the civil and diplomatic a{q>copriation bill, (Mr. 
SAONncni in the chair,) and resumed the considem- 
tipn of the amendment oa whieh the committee waa 
enraged when it last roae. 

Mr. HOLMES and Mr. HOUSTON made some 
remarks; the latter gentlaaaon aHMre particulariy on 
the subject of the Mexican indamniues. 

The committee then coneurrsd in the amendment 
of the SMiate by which tba Aostrion mission was re- 
duced. 
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Several minor amendments, rendered iiee«Mary by 
tJiatjusteulopted, were agreed to. 

The amendment to reduce the grade of ministcur to 
China from minuter plenipotentiary to commission- 
er, and to reduce the appropriation, from |9,000 out- 
fit and ^,000 salary to #5,000 for the commiauoner, 
was non-concuired in. 

All the amendments have been eone through in 
which the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence, at the suneslion of Mr. McKat 
the renuunder were read, so that the question might 
be taken on them at once, unless exceptions were 
taken. 

Theremaioder of the amendments of the Senate 
were atxordingly non-concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. McKat, the committee rose 
and reported its action to the House. 

Mr. RATH BUN stated there were 65 amend- 
ments to this bill, the yeas and nays on which would 
take till the 4lh March. He hoped the House would 
see fit to be cautious how they ordered them. 

He moTed the previous ({uestion, which was sec- 
onded, ancl the main question was ordered. 

The amendments in which the Conunittee of the 
Whole on iJhe state on the Union recommended con- 
currence with the Senate were first read over, and 
those were selected for separate actios to which ex- 
ceptions were taken. Those which were not exceptr 
ed to, were concurred in. 

The amendments to which no exception was 
talfen having been gone through with, 

The amendments that were excepted and laid 
aside, were taken up, and 

The question was first put on concurring with the 
Committee of the Whole in their disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate, for enlarging the law libra- 
ry, and compensation to John Skirving for flues for 
warming and renulatijig the building, and decided 
jn the affirmative. 

The next question was on agreeing with the com- 
mittee in its disagreement to ue amendment of the 
Senate appropriating $38,000 for paving and repair^ 
ing Pennsylvania avenue, the road to the congres- 
sional bnrying-groond, Ac. The disagreement was 
agreed in. 

The next amendment was an appropriation of 
#I5,U00 for laying -the foundation and eomroencittg 
the superstructure of the west wing of the Patent 
Office. The disagreement of the Committee of the 
Whole on the slate of the Union was agreed in. 

The next amendment was an appropriation of 
|4,000 for the purchase of 500 copies of Gkirdon'a 
Digest of the Revenue Laws. The disagreemeat of 
the Comaittee of the Whole on the «tate o< the 
Union was agreed in. 

The next amendment was an appropriation of 
|1,000 for the erection of a monument over the re- 
mains of General Alexander Macomb, under (he di- 
rection of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered, and resulted thur yeas 69, 
nays 65. 

so the amendment of the Senate was disagreed to. 

Mr. ARRINGTON moved a reconsideraiion of 
that vote; which was negatived. 

The next was an appropriation for completing 
the publication of the work on the exploring expe- 
dition. 

The disagreement of the Committee of the Whole 
was agreed to. 

The House also agreed to the disagreement of the 
committee to the amendment respecung the China 
mission. 

The House also agreed to the dissgreemant of 
the committee in the amendment of the Sntate 
which makes appropriations for the district judges 
of Missouri and Arkansas. 

The House likewise asreed with the disagreement 
of the committee in the Senate's amendment appro- 
priating f 1,573 60, the amount of mileage and at- 
tendance of Mr. John M. Betts in contesting the 
sent of Mr. John W. Jones, at the 1st session of the 
SiSth Congress. 

The next amendment was that in relation to the 
instalments of the Mexican indemnities, for which 
the Senate had appropriated #375,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were refused, 

Mr. H. called for thereading of the amendment; 
which, he said, was not understood by many gen- 
tlemen. Th» question being put, the House refused 
the rereading of the amendment. 

The question on the amendment was again taken 
ty tellers, and the vote stood, aye* 57, noes 57— 
a tie. » I 



The Speaker voted in the affinsalive, making ayes 
58, noes 57. 

So the House concurred with the committee in 
their disagreement with the Senate — thus rejecting 
the amendment 

In the disagreement of the committee with the 
amendment of the Senate making it the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay the amount of 
postage chargeable to the executive departments or 
any bureau thereof, under the aa in rsferenee to 
postage just passed — 

The question being taken, the House oonourred. 

On the amendment requiring that propoaals for 
contracts of the departments shall be advertised in 
Washington in two newspapers having the largest 
drculation, and at the discretion of the execotive in 
any third paper, provided no higher rates shall be 
paid than arepaid oy }irivate individuals — 

Mr. DICKEY called the yeas and nays; whieh 
were re'iised. 

The question beiii|g taken, the House agreed with 
Che committee in their diaagieemeot with tMsanend- 
ment of the Senate. / 

The House concurred with the committee in their 
disagreement with the remaining amendments of the 
Senate. 

Mr. TUCKEIR moved to reconsider the vote on 
the amendment in relation to Mexican indemnities; 
bat, after some oonvsrsation, withdrew the motion. 

On motion of Mr. PARMBNTER, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union — ^Mr. Born in the chair. 

Mr. PARMENTER moved to take up the wid- 
ows* navy pension bill. 

Mr. McKay moved to take up the amendments 
of the Senate to the fortification bill, and he claimed 
that his motion was first in order under the rule. 

The question was first taken on the motion of Mr. 
McKAY, and it was agreed to. 

The bill making appropriations for the fortifies* 
tions for the year accordmg:ly came up; the first 
amendment or the Senate being that appropriating 
#40,000 for the sea-wall on Brewster's island, Bos- 
ton harbor. 

Mr. McKAY said a few words against this amend- 
ment, Btatine that it was provided for in the river 
and harbor bill that had passed the House, and was 
not in itsproper place in this bill. 

Mr. PARMENTER briefly and cogently nrgei 
the importance of the appropriation. 

Mr. McClelland made some lemarka in op- 
position to the amendment; after which. 

The question was taken, and it was rejected. 

The remaining amendments were concurred hi. 

On motion by Mr. McKAY, the committee pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the Senate's amend- 
ments to the military academy bill. 

The first question was on concurring in the amend- 
ment providing for the compensation of a board of 
visiters to attend the annual examination of the 
academy- 
Mr. HARALSON made some explanations in 
regard to the condition of the academy, and for the 
purpose of showing die expediency of the appro- 
priation. 

The question wss then put and decided in the af- 
firmative — ayes 69, noes 58. 

Mr. PARMENTER moved to take up Senate 
bin No. 40, entitled "An aa renewing certain navej 
pensions." 

Mr. PRESTON KINO moved that the committee 
rise and reports the amendments: rejected. 

The question was put on Mr. PAEMWiTBa's mo- 
tion, and carried; and the navy widows* pension bill 
was read; and after consideration, 

On motion by Mr. BURKE, it was laid aside to 
be reported; and the joint resolution authorizing the 
attorney general to contract for a. certain numlwr of 
copies of a proposed edition of the laws and treaties 
of the United States was token up. This bill having 
been read and considered. 

On motion by Mr. HARALSON, the res4(ition 
was laid aside to be reported, and 

Mr. HARALSON then moved that the committee 
take up biU No. 509, making appropriations for cei<- 
lain defensive works of the United States for the 
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846. 

The motion was not agreed to; but another mo- 
tion was made and agreed to, to rise and report the 
bills acted upon in Committee of the Whole to the 
House. 

The committee rose and reported accordingly. 

The first bill taken up in the House from amongst 
those reported by the committee, w(i|i the fortifica- 



tion bill; and all the amendments of the eoumittee 
were coneurred in. 

Mr. WIJNTHKOP moved a reconsideration, for 
the purpose of getting the opportimity to make 
some remarks in relation to a sea wall at Boston- 
one of the objects of whieh had been contemplated by 
an amendment to the bill. He concluded by mevisg 
the previous question. 

IOWA AND FLORIDA. 

A message \t*«( received fh>m the Senate by As- 
bury Dickins, esq., its secretary, aiinoundi^ that 
the Senate had passed the bill for the admission of 
florida and Iowa into the Union. 

[Cries of "Good ! that makes 29 stars."] 

Several ether bills were also reported; smoi^ 
which was the civil and diplomatic appropnauoo 
bill, on their amendments to which the Senate insist- 
ed. The House also agreed to insist; and a com- 
mittee of conference was appoin ted— Messrs. McKat, 
&- Davii, and Dbomcoolv , being the committee on 
thepart of the House- 

The question was then pat en Mr. Wnrraaor'i 
motion. The previous question was sustained by 
the House; ana the motion to reconsider was nega- 
tived. 

The next was the military academy bill; and the 

Sueation was on agreeing with the committee in re- 
ition to the Senate's amendmenL 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. ' 

Mr. STEENROD moved that the HouS* adjourn: 
rejected. 

The qoestion recurrine onsgneir^to theses- 
ale's amendments, was taken by tellers, and decided 
in the native — yeas 63, nays 73. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN, from the Committee ea 
Enrolled Bills, reported neveral bills, among them 
the postage bill, which received the signaturs of the 
Speaker. 

Mr. A- P. STONE moved that the House adjoom: 
rejected. 

It waa now 90 minutes past 10 o'clock. 

KAVT PENSIONS. 

The bill renewing certain navy pensions for fin 
years was ordered to be engrossed, and read a thiid 
time. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeaa and nsyi 
on the passage; which were refused. 

The bill was then passed- 

Tfae joint resolution authorizing the Attorney 
General to eontract for copies of a proposed ediiioa 
of the law* and treaties of the United Stales ( ' 



Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeaa sad 
nays onils passage; which Wfre refused — no quonmi 
voting. 

Mr. O- W. JONES moved that the House td- 
joum: rejected 

Mr. McKAY made a brief sutement to show 
that true economy required the passage of this reso- 
lution. 

Mr- J. P. KENNEDY demanded the previou 
question; which waa seconded. 

The main question was ordered, and being taken, 
the joint resolu tion w as passed. 

Mr. HAMMETT asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion for extra pay for extra service of Charles W. 
Stewart: objected to. 

Mr. McKAY moved an order, when the Hobk 
adjourn, they adjourn to meet at 9 o'clock, a. m-, 
on Monday:^ ' 

Mr. WBTHERED moved a substitute amsiKl- 
ment that the House meet to-morrow, (Sunday,) tt 
11 o'clock. 

Mr- ELMER and D. S- SEYMOUR adnd tb* 
yeas and nays on the amendment. 

Mr. WETHERED withdrew the molioD, afltr 
some convsrsation. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved an amendment to laeet 
at 10 o'deck, Monday: agreed to. 

The motion as amended was agreed to. 

It was now lOJ o'dook. 

On motion the House then adjourned to Mondsjr, 
at 10 o'clock. 



IN SENATE. 
MoNDAT, March 3, 1845. 
The Senate met at 10 o'«Iock, pursuant to ili« 
motion of adjournment, made by Mr. Evan>, od 
Saturday nieht. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate several com- 
munications from the executive departments, in an- 
swer to resolutions heretofore adopted. 
Mr. BREESE presented joint resolutions p«we<| 
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b^ the legislature of Illinois, in favor of the annex- 
ation of Texas; and said that, as the subject had 
been disposed o{, he should merely ask that the res- 
olutions should be read and laid on the table. 

They were accordingly read, and laid on the ta- 
bfe. 

On motion of Mr. JARIf AOIN, the adverse t;^ 
ports of the Committee on Rerolutionary CUmkw 
the petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby, and: 
6a the petition of Francis Sumter, administrator of 
Thomas Sumter, were taken up and concurred in. 

The resolution offered by the senator f^om Vii>- 

finia, [Mr. Archer,] on Saturday, was next in or- 
er; but at his request it was passed over, v 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to postpone the previous 
orders, and take up tbejoinl resolution paawd bv 
the House of Represeatativea some time since, rel- 
ative to the evidences of land title issued for the 
Houroa claims; but the Senate refused to postpone 
the previous orders. • 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate bill for 
the payment of certain arrearages equitably due to 
the Stockbridge Indians, and for other purposes, 
'waa taken up, considered, and passed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDOE, on behalf of the Commit- 
tee; on Public Lands, reported adversely on the fol- 
lowing House bills, which had been referred to that 
Committee: 

An act for the relief of John HolIiiigBwortfaii 

An act for the relief of John Boyd. 

An act te grant to the Tennessee and Cooaa rail- 
road company a right of way through the public 
lands. 

The reports were concurred in. 

Mr. W. also reported back the House bill for the 
relief of Stanley White, and recommtoded its pas- 
sage. On his motion, it was taken up, considered, 
ano passed. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from St 
Louis, Missouri, and also one from Mississippi, 
praving for a reform in the naturalization laws. He 
wisnea them to be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, that they might be preserved till Con- 
gress should come to act upon the subject They 
were so referred. 

ORKGOR. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved to postpone the previous 
orders, and take up the House bill (439) to oiganize 
a territorial government in the Oregon Territory, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. ARCHER hoped the Senate would not con- 
sent to postpone the previous orders for any sneh 
purpose. He confessed he was utterly amazed at 
the proposition. Had not gentlemen read the late 
message from the President of the United States in 
relation to the pending negotiation? The President, 
in answer to a call of the Senate for information 
touching the progress and prospects of the negotia- 
tion, had stated 

Mr. ALLEN roie to a question of order. 

Mr. ARCHER. I have a right to say that the 
President has stated that the negotiation is still in fk- 
vorable progress; that it has been going on satisfac- 
torily, and would probably have men ready to pre- 
sent to us this session had not our negotiator mllen 
sick. It waa not the &ult of the British negotiator, 
who had shown no disposition to protract it I 
cannot conceive the cause of this hot haste. We 
ought not to go into even the consideration of the 
subject at the present session. Suppose we do: it 
will take more time than remains to us for legisla- 
tion, even if we devote every moment to it from this 
till to-morrow morning; and we could not get 
through a single appropriation bill.necessary for car- 
ryiiig on the government 

Mr. ATCHISON waa aware that the President 
had sent to the Senate a message that the negotia- 
tion was still pending, and that there is a pronbili- 
ty it may be terminated in less than six months; 
but, if the senator from Virginia had examined this 
bill, he would have found nothing in it calculated to 
put a stop to the negotiation. That was a matter 
well considered, ana it was not anderstood by the 
friends of this measure, that the adoption of Uiis bUl 
would at all interfere with the rights of England, 
as to the portion of territory she claims. Every 
section of the bill biui been so constructed ss not to 
violate the existing treaty, or anticipate the negoti- 
ation. On the contrary, it was confidently believed 
the passage of the bill would iacilitate the negotia- 
tion. 

Mr. EVANS was really astonished that any such 
motion should be made. It could not be expected 
that it could prevail. Heft were the large appro- 



priation bills to take up, every one of which was ne- 
cessary for the carrying on of the government 
Gentlemen must know very well that this Oregon 
bill would consume the entire day, unless it was in- 
tended to force itthrot^h without discussion. 

Mr. AlXiEN said it ought to be borne in mind 
that the President himself, in his annual messMW, 
recommended the passage of a bill not unlike die 
hill which was now the object of this motion; and 
in his executive message to the Senate stated the 
necessity of such a measure, notwithstanding the 
pendency of the unfinished, negotiation, &t what 
might be the issue of that negotiation between the 
executive departments of the two govemmenla. 
According to the President's opinion this bill ought 
to be passed. Now, had we not had time to £b- 
pose of it? We bad had it before us for three 
months. It had passed the House of Representa- 
tives by an immense majority. It bad been here 
five or six weeks. The committee had had time to 
exaivine its provisioas. It had been postponed 
ttom day to day and from hour to hour; and (t was 
now to oe lost, when we had the President's mes- 
sage recommendii^ it, and the earnest appeals of the 
people eaUing for it 

He hoped there would be no obstacle thrown in 
the way of the passage of this measure. It waa a 
measure of flur more vital importanoe than senators 
seemed to imagine. It waa a measure involving the 

Suestion wboUier you will protect a large body of 
kinerican people who emKrated there, expecting to 
be followed by the laws of the United States, whilst 
they owe allegiance to the gorernment of the United 
Slows. No man doubtedthe title of our govern- 
ment to the Territory of Oregon. Every man knew 
it would be eur soil; every man knew it was to be 
covered by our people, and that they are bound to 
be protected; and the question was, whether they 
believed that the American people were to be leh 
unprotected to the attacks of the English agents 
there? 

There could be no reasonable objection to the 
passage of the bill. The voice of the nation had de- 
manded, and the voice of the people, in the House 
of Representatives, had repeated that demand; the 
Presiaent himself had recommended this measure, 
independent of the fact of the pending negotiation. 
Should we no w say to these peopie,tbat they shall owe 
allegiance to that government which now refuses to 
extend over them the sovereign rights of citizenship? 
He thought nothing could be more unjust than the 
refusal of the Senate to exercise sovereignty over 
that people. 

He hoped, therefore, that all those who were real- 
ly friendly to this measure, and of extending the 
laws of the republic coextensive with the territo- 
ry owned and settled by the American people, 
would now stand forward, and show their hands at 
a moment so vital as re^u^ded the action of the Sen- 
ate upon it at this session. He had no idea that a 
great body of American people who had been en- 
couraged to ^ to Oregon — encouraged by the sol- 
emn declaration of this government that the territory 
belongs to the American peojile, and by the vote of 
the &nate diat the protection of this government 
would be extended over that territory — encouraged 
by the executive messages not only at this, bat 
former sessions of Congress — and encouraged by the 
almost unanimous vote of the House of Representar 
tives — should now, after having been encouraged to 
go there, under the solemn promise that the laws of 
Uiis government would be extended over them, be 
refuMd th is prot ection. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought the motion a most 
unseasonable one. He never did witness a more 
unseasonable occasion for the display of oratorial 
flourishes than this. On the very last day of the 
session the chairman of the Committee on Financa, 
in charge of the appropriation bills necessary to be 
passed for the carryme on of the government, in- 
forraa the Senate that they demand its attention, and 
that no other business can interfere without stopping 
the wheels of government He hoped the question 
would be taken at once. The whole country should 
know what gentleman preferred getting up this bill 
to acting upon measures indispenwblj necessary for 
sustainirg the government He wished to mark 
this transaction to the whole American people. He 
hoped the gentlemen would be indulgea by record- 
ing their votes for this motion in preference to going 
on with the necessary business at the closing hour 
of the session. 

Mr. ALLEN had but a short expbnation te make 
in answer to the senator fipom Kentucky. The 
^•nds of this meoanre had been lying in wait the 



whole session for it The fault was not thsirs that 
it was not acted upon long ego. They were ready 
and anxious to act upon it, when there waa abun- 
dance of time. But it had been held baek against 
their will — forced baok to the very last day of the 
■easion by those who now give, as a sufficient rea- 
son for not acting upon it, ibnt it is too late for dis- 
cussion. The sul^t had been fully and abty di^ 
cussed; there was nothing now to be done but to 
vote upon it Had not its friends over and over 
again ufged the propriety of shortening the protract- 
ed debate on another question, on the ground that 
it was necessary to act this session upon the On- 

fon bill? They proposed to sit out that discussion 
aj and night to g«t it to a close, in order to reach 
this question. Had they not done all they eooid to 
reach it before the last days of the session? And now 
the aisument urged against considering it is, that it 
is too late. Who made it too late? Not the friends 
of the meaaure, for they have been ready at any time 
to act upon it They had, day after day, implored 
gentlemen on the other side to despatch other mat- 
ters with a yiew of giving full time for dispoaing of 
this, but to no purpose. 

Mr. WHITE interposed to ask if it was ia order 
to debate the subject on the motion to postpone the 
previous orders. 

The CHAIR said it was in order to state reasona 
for the object in view of pos^>oniog the prsviona 
orders. 

Mr. ALLEN only intended to make the remarka 
he had made, in consequence of the observatians of 
the senator fipom Kentucky, to the effect that the 
people should know whose &nlt it was that the 
business of the government was delayed. He (Mr. 
A.) wished to dear his side of the Senate from the 
charge, by declaring what every body here knew — 
that the friends of Oregon had been anxiously press- 
ing, the whole session, for action on this measure, 
and that if it had been debiysd to the last moment, 
it waa not t heir fa ult. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Who has made any 
charge of delay against the senator and his friends? 
or does the gentleman mean to imply that there has 
been any course of obstructive opposition resorted to 
by gentfemen on this side, for the purpose of shrink- 
ing from the subject? 

Mr. ALLEN. The senator called upon the peo- 
ple of this nation to mark that we were, al the last 
day of the session, calling up this measure, and 
should be responsible for the consequent defeat of 
other measures. In reply, the quesUon -was asked, 
whether or not we had been urging again and 
again the despatch of other business, in order to^et 
at this subject in time for its disposal. The object 
was, to show that the excuse of want of time could 
not be urged with fitirnesR or propriety against us. 
I did not say gentlemen had wasted time for the 
purpose of obstructing this measure; but that we 
on our part constantly proposed despatch of other 
business, i n orde r to reach this question. 

Mr. CRITTENDEIN was sausfied with the sena- 
tor's explanation. He had said — what ha weald now 
repeat— that if the subject was taken up, sa proposed 
by the pending motion, it would be leaving the 
Senate open to the charge of preferring debate upon 
it to the despatch of necessary business for sustain- 
ing the government. He had no objection to the 
display made by such a motion as this, of the supe- 
rior zeal and patriotism of eentlemen on the Oregon 
question. He knew that the senator had been ex- 
hibiting himself as a sort of champion on this tfaiag, 
and had no doubt at all that it arose out of his great 
zeal for the service of his country. He did not 
blame gentlemen for taking a conspicuous port in 
every question calculated to wm popularity. But 
there is a time and a place for this sort of thuig. It 
was not certainly here, when the real business of the 
government is pending, and whilst thereis not the least 
hope of successful action on the question proposed 
to oe taken up, to the interruption of all other meas- 
ures. Did the gentleman expea tliat a measure of 
such vital consequences should be gone blindly into 
without debate, because his own mind is made up, 
and he is satisfied it should be adopted? Did be 
think that a sufficient motive for the action of die 
whole Senate? Was that to justify its sUept con- 
currence? He hoped the senator from Miasouri 
would yield to the necessity of the case, and with- 
draw his motion; if not, he hoped the Senate would 
at once promptly vote it down. The consequenca 
of its adoption would be the loss of all the important 
business yet to be acted upon. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that, so far as the remarks 
of the senator f^om Kentucky were personal to him. 
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it WB8 not necessary to nay mora 'than tbat, for ere- 
ry part he took on thin or any other <)ueation, he 
was responsible only to his own constituency and 
that tribunal which searches and judges the motives 
and actions of men. And so, with regard to the 
oontequenees of the motion now pendine, the sena- 
tor fnta Kentucky might rest assured. that, on this 
side of the Senate, there were hearts outraad^ut 
ready to meet and to bear the responsibility of their 
action. ThcT would not waste tune unneoessuily 
in long speecMs on this bill; they were ready to 
vote on it as &st M the gentlemen on the other side 
chose to Tote. They wanted the Tote, and they 
would take the responsibility on themselTes. They 
only desired the gtmtlemen on the other side to do 
the same. Thereis responsibility on both sides of 
the question. 

l&r. WOODBURY considered this a mere praeti^ 
cal question; and it should be leaked at dispassion- 
ately. The business before the Committee on Fi- 
nance was, h» believed, in as mature a state of ad- 
Tsmcainent as usual at tfaisstageof the session. Mr. 
W. was fiiendly to the Or^n bill, and wished it to 
be taken up at least for a limited time. This, he 
presumed, might be done without necessarily sacn- 
fieing important business of another kind. He 
would sacrifice neither one branch of the public 
bnsiiiess nor the other. He thought there was a 
good opportunity to consider this bill while some of 
the •ppropriatioo bills were being perfedled in com- 
mittee. 

Mr. UUirriNGTON remonstrated against the 
course of Mr. Alun, and conaidered it roost ex- 
traordinary that, at a time like this, within twelve 
hours of the termination of this session and of the 
present Congress, a meaaura of this magnitude 
ahonld be ct^ed up. As to the fact that the other 
House had passed the bill, and the President had 
recommended the measure, he would ask, had the 
Senate nothing to say in the matted The taking up 
this bill would interrupt all other business. How 
could the committees, still having imfinished busi- 
ness before them, mature anything while their meai- 
beia were sitting here debating and voting in open 
fienate? 

Mr. WOODBURY: We may take up this biH 
foran interval, because some of the appropriation 
bills are yet in committee, and not ready for imme- 
diate action. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. There are appropriation 
bills on the table. 

Mr. EVANS. It is very true some of the appro- 
priation bills are in committee — some that did not 
come to the Senate till 11 o'clock on Saturday ajght 
— but how are they to be considered in committee, 
if senators, who are responsible for that considera- 
tion, are to sit here debating the question proposed 
to be called up? . 

The question was then taken on ths motion to 
postpone the previous orders, and resulted — yeas 
31, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS.— Meiin. Allen, Aihley, Atckiaoa, Atkarton, BS^ 
by, Benton, Braea*, Bacfaanan, Coloaitt, Dickinion, DU, 
Fairfiald, Hannegui. H^ywttod, Lswli^Semsle, Sevier, Star' 
(eon, Tappan, walkli',.anil WoodborjTr-Sl. 

NAYS.— Mewn. Arcmr, Barr6w, Barnan, Cbotta, Clav- 
toli, Crfttenden, Dayton, Ev^t, Fo>t«r, Frtnsii. Hnfer, 
Huntington, JanXkln, Johnton, McDufHe, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelpi, Porter, Siramoni, Upfaam, and 

EXPLANATION. 
Mr. BAGBY rose to say, that for the first time 
since he had had the honor of being a member of this 
body be bad to ask the indulgence of the Senate for 
a few moments, while he ciJIed its attention to a 
mattsr entirely and exclusively personal to himself. 
He regretted exceedingly that he should be under 
the necessity of asking this favor, at any time or 
under any circumstances; and more especially did 
he regret being called upon to ask this indulgence 
when he reflected that the last hours of the session 
were rapidly running out. But the Senate of the 
United States had a high collective character to 
maintain; and that character could only be preserved 
by each member individually maintainiBg what was 
due to himself as a senator and as a man, and repel- 
ling false, calumnious, and unjust accumtions made 
upon him. 

He felt called upon by a solemn sense of duty to 
state, in reUtiun to the great quextion which had so 
long i^iuitcd this country — which he must, without 
he sluhtest imputetion of vanitj) be permitted to say 
he haa had some humble instrumentality in settling, 
■0 &r as the action of Cougreaa was concerned — 
that his counie upon that Question had brought upon 
him, in a communication from the Washington cor- 



respondent of the Richmond Enquirer, what he beg- 
ged leave to send to the Secretary's table to have 
read. 

Here the Secretary 'of the Senate read the fol- 
lowing extract from the Richmond Enquirer, dated 
aSthidt.: 

"A correspondent fWnnfWashington, on Wedne»> 
day night, (from the Capitol, U o'doek,) informs 
us: 

" To the aorprise of a great man y ■ n e uiy sU— but 
not all, Bagby, of Alabama, spoke to-night against 
the House resolntioiis sa uneo ai t il ii ri oi wt . Such 
bursts of triumph as the whigs geneally sent forth 
in the hotels and streets, yon can budly ittame— 
nor the full extent of the denunciationa of ihadeoM^ 
crats who proclaimed him a treacherous deserter. 
Ttxat vsaseonMmtilMt. My own sanguine tempe- 
rament did not allow mean to consider it Iaaid,off- 
hand, it is a ballying finesse, and he does not mean 
to do what be says. Presently D. H. Lewis rose to 
his feet, and was about to give his ooUeagne what be 
deserved, when he sent word to J>wis, by Payne of 
Alabama, if he (L.) would net speak, be(B.^ would 
vote for the resolutions, iciiA a very itinl mMfc^estioA. 
With that underatanding, Lewis took his seat again; 
and thus the anti-Texans triumph in his spetdt, while 
her friends say but little, under his promise made 
since his speech to vote for the resolution. At Ae 
moment of his defection, it was announced that a 
whig (not heretofore daimed as a friend) would vote 
for uie resolutions, and thus the vote still appeared 
to stand 98 to 24. Whether the Benton men will 
come in (as they promibe) or shall pursue a course 
that is to defeat the great measure, we have yet to 
learn. Our friends still say we shall carry the quea- 
tion to-morrow. I fisar nere is muh greater cause 
to doubt it than ve had supposed. 

"U o'cMc(irethutiajia^.) The Senate adjourn- 
ed at half past 10 — after an agreement was made, 
that at orabout 3 o'clock to-morrow, the vote should 
be taken." 

In this time of general acrimony and defamation, 
when slander after slander was stalking on stilts 
over the fences of human rqnitation, and detraction 
mereileesly hurling her envenomed shafts at per- 
hajos far better men than he waa, it was not sston- 
ishing that even he should have oome in for a small 
portion of tmjust denunciation. But he had made 
It a Pile through lifo (and it was one from which he 
should not depart') to vindicate his ohaiaoter from 
unjust assaults, and to repel all assolts upon it. Coma 
from what quater th;y mig|it, provided they were 
worthy of notice. 

The editor of the Richmond Enquirer was a roan 
venerable for his yean, distinguisned for his in- 
telligence, and, he understood, for his sodal virtues, 
occupying a high rank in that profession in whidi 
hr had so long labored. How far it might be com- 
patible with the duties of such an editor, and such a 
man, to giiW circulation, coequal in extent with 
the extent of the circulation of his paper, to ths 
atrocious calumny contained in that article upon a 
member of this body, he should not pretend to dis- 
cuss or deteimine here. He left that to the editor's 
own future deliberate reflection, and to the enlight- 
ened and intelligent judgment of an impartial world. 

That paper was published ta the land of his birth. 
It was puoUahed in that land where his anceston, 
through all past genemtions, lay entombed — pub- 
lished in that land where the A-iends of his youth 
and his childhood, and where the brothen of his 
heart, still resided. The effect that a publication of 
that kind, uncontradicted by him, would be likely 
to have, under the representation that was made, and 
the character of the place where it was published, 
called upon him tocontradia it 

He did not know who the author of that commu- 
nication was— he went fbrther, he did not care who 
the author was. It might be one of those harpies 
who prowl about this Capitol, whose occupation is 
lying, and the bread of whose life is the scandal 
and defiunation of other men. If the author was 
of that class, he left him to the infiimy and detesta- 
tion to which his occupation consigned him. If he 
belonged to that class of whom better things might 
be expectrd than "bearing false witness against his 
neighbor," he left him to Heaven, and to the 
"thorns that in his bosom lodge, to prick and sting 
him." 

What did the article imply? It implied this, and 
charged this: that m the face of the American Sen- 
ate — in the face of the American people — in the 
fine of all Christendom where the Richmond Eii- 
tfoint was leai)— be w*« i|)<lMc«d to recede from 
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and abandon the position in which he stood in re- 
gard to the annexation of Texas, under the inflti- 
ence of a motive which, permit him to say, had 
00 abiding place in bis heart. And that was, 
that after nis honorable colleague, [Mr. Licwit,] 
^ota he intended, with great pleaaure, to exeo^it 
'from aU participation in this business, took the floor 
for the purpose.of giving him (Mr. B.) what he de- 
served, ne took the alarm, and sent a member pf the 
other House to him ^Mr. Lewis] to say that, if be 
would notsacrificelum,(Mr.B.,)butwouIdsaveliim 
from the rod, he would vote for the House reaoluliooi 
with a very slight modification. He exempted hi* 
colleague from all participation in this matter. He 
denied it in the presence of the Senate of the United 
States. He denied, desirable as it might have been 
to have conferred with his colleague upon that or 
any subject, that he ever sent a message to him ei- 
ther upon (hat subject, oc his speech m regard to 
TVsxas, or his vote m regard to Texas, or conferred 
with him in reference to that subject He denied 
another thing — that he had ever said to any human 
being that he would vote for the House resolutions. 
" wiu a very slight modification." And he deniea 
thirdly another thing — that he had ever said, or 
intimated, that he would vote for the Houae reaolu- 
tions upon any other condition than that condition 
which he stated to the Senate on the night upon 
which he declared his views upon the su^eet, and 
that was, that ths amendment oaered by the s enato r 
from Mississippi [Mr. Walkeb] — which was the 
bill proposed by the senator from Missouri (Mr. 
BentonV— ahottld be attached to them. 

^Mr. Bbhton. Lt was your bill a« well a* mine.] 
'hat was the condition, and the only condition 
upon which he ever said he would vote for the reso- 
lutions fh>m the House of Representatives. Tleae 
were the three great points implied in that communi- 
cation; and, wiuiout detaining the Senate any longer, 
he would avail himself of this high and solemn oc- 
csaion, when the time of the Senate waa passing 
away, to say that every substantive averment con- 
tained in that communication in relation to his con- 
duct, his speech, and his vote upon the Texaa que^ 
tion — that all the allegations m that communica- 
tion were f(Hil, unfounded, and villanous false 
hoods. In saying this, he was dischaiging, first of 
aD, a duty which he owed to himself; he waa dis- 
charging a duty which he owed to this honorable 
body; he was discharging and fulfilling a duty which 
he owed that constituency whom he nad nerer de- 
serlid and never bttrajftd; he was discluuging a ditty 
which he owed to his children. 

He thanked the Senate for its indulgence; and he 
would no longer trespass upon its time. 

Mr. WALKER said it was due to the senator from 
Alabama to state that he ^Mr. W.) knew, before 
that honorable senator made his nieech, as well as 
at the time, that the amendment which it was his in- 
tention to CRfier had received his sanotioa, and woaid 
receive his vote. Everything that he (Mr. B.) bad 
said, therefore^ in relation to that matter, was in 
strict confo rmity to truth. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Sir, I move for leave to 
withdraw the papen in relation to the Case of J(^ 
White. Leave was granted. 

Civit AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIAItOW 
BILL. 

Mr EVANS, on bdiolf of the Committee <» Con- 
ference appointed by the Senate to meet the com- 
mittee of the House, communicated their report ob 
the amendments agreed upon in refbrence (o tb« 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Several senatora requested the amendments agreed 
upon would be explained. 

Mr. WOODBDrY said it would only be neces- 
sary to state the amendments disagreed to, and 
those which th^ committee recommended the Senate 
to recede from. 

Mr. EVANS then proceeded to explain the i«- 
commeodaiions of the Committee of Confbrenes. 

Fint they proposed to recede fW>m the Senate 
amendment to mcruse the compensation to the 
chief of the bureau of construction, and bureau of 
provision. They also receded from the amendment 
appropriating ((300 for the libroriaii nf the Patent 
Office: also from the amendment for alteratioM 
about the law library: also that of |3,000 for Uyisg 
the foundation of the west wing of the Patent Oibx: 
also the f5,000 for the employment of additional 
counsel to defend the United Slates in suits is 
Louisana, Arkansas, Mississippi, &c: also the 
|4,000 for copies of the laws of' tlie United Sutcr 
also, the $1,Q06 for a monument to the memory of 
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OnenI Macomb: also, thn fS.OOO in addition to 
the M0,000 appropriated hut Mwion for the China 
Diiamon: also, Ute regulation of the public printing 
htrwfter: also, the ^250 for the arrearage of pay to 
(1m aaperintandent of the Poit Office Department: 
alao, tn« amendment relative to Mr. Botta, conteat- 
Ing the aeat of Mr. Jonas. l%is was all, with the 
exception of aome Senate amendments disagreed to 
t^ the House, but which the conferees agieed to i»- 
tun. They had agreed upon extending the time of 
limitation within which accounts against thegoTem- 
ment are to be reopened by the accounting officers of 
the treasury, from 3 to 6 years; and the House con- 
fivees then agreed that the proviaion should not ex* 
tend to private bills for relief passed bv both Houses 
of Coniprcss; they had compromised the amendment 
raising the allowance for certain surreys from f 10-,- 
000 to 134,000, by agreeing upon |15,000-, they had 
agreed to the amendment of the senator from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Bekton,] relative to the Mexican in- 
demnity, with a proviso that the money is not to be 
paid unless it was received in good money, by a 
properly-authorized agent of the government. These 
were all the amendments that required explanation. 
The report was concurred m. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then took 
up the Indian appropriation bU— the question pend- 
ing being on his amendment, [heretofore stated— 4ee 
Saturday^ proceedings.] 

Mr. e). moved to amend the amendment by an 
•ddUional prorision. Under the contract, it was 
said, B«me twelve or thirteen hundred Indians had 
been removed, or were now on their way. They 
have a right to one year's subsistence. The amena- 
ment would secure it to them. 

Mr. WALKER had no objection to the amend- 
ment to the amendment; but had to ^e whole 
•manment. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the senator firom Maine 
wtmM withdraw the whole amendment. 

Mr. EVANS could not consent to that. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
adopted. 

The question now recurred on the amendment as 
amendra; and on that question 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The subject was debated at great length by 
Messrs. SEVIER, WALKER, EVANS, CRIX- 
TENDEN, JARNAGIN, BUCHANAN, and 
HUNTINGTON. 

After which the vote was taken, and resulted — 
yeas 90, nays 21, as follows: 

YEA8— MeMn. Arohsr, Bayud, Berrien, dajtos, Col- 

Snttt, PsTtoa, Evsiu, Fsiriteld, Htfwood, HantinftoD, 
•maglii, McDufls, Miller, NUm, Porter, Sevier, Tapptn, 
UphanU While, and Woodbridre— 90. 

NATS— Haatn. Aahlej, Atcslaon, Alhorton, Bagbjr, Bar- 
tow, Banton, Bochaaaii, Choata, Crittenden, Dlcldnson, 
Dix, Fnnoia, Hannegan, Bendermn, Hwer, Johnton, 
Lewla, Mangnm, Morehead, Stuifaon, and Walker— 31. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. EVANS new moved an amendment restrain- 
ing the further issue of scrip to the Indians, and or- 
dering the money to be vested at five per cent, for 
their benefit 

Mr. WALKER widied to record his vote in 
ftiTor of discontinuing the plan of paying the In- 
dians with scrip — a plan he had always opposed. 
He called for the yeas and nays; whidi were or- 
dered. 

The question was then taken on this amendment, 
and resulted— yeas 31, nays 2, as follows: 

YEAS— Meam. Archer, Aihlej, Atchlaon, Atherton, Ben- 
ton, Berries, Breeia, Boclianan, Choate, Ciajrton, Dayton, 
Diekiaaoa, DIz, Evans, Falrflold, Franeia, Hiuer, Uantio^ 
ton, Jaiaagin, Johnion, Lewie, Morehead, Silea, Phaipe, 
Porter, Sevier, Sturgeon, Taiipan, Upluun, Walker, and 
Woodbridse— «l. 

NAVS—Meean. Hajrwood and Hendetaon— 3. 

So it was adopted. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WALKER offered a resolution that the 
President pro tern. «f the Senate be paid out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate, the difference between 
the pay and mileage he baa received since bis elec- 
tion to the Chair^ and the salary of Vice President 
for the same period. 

The resolution was read three times and adopted. 

Mr. WHITE offered a lesohition to pay out of 
the contingem Aind the usual extra aDewance to the 
clerks andoffloers of the Senate. 

AAer a few remarks on the necessity of making 



this allowance, the resolution was read (hree times 
and passed — yeas 27, nays 16, aa follows: 

YEAS— Meein. Archer, Bagbjr, Barrow, Bayard, Banton, 
Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Critteiiden, Foater, Francii, Hen- 
deraon, Hoger, Hasungton, Johnaon, McDulBe, Mangon, 
Miller, Morehead, Fke^, Fatter, Sinmona, Slurgeoo, Up- 
ham. Walker, White, and Woedbiidce— 37. 

NATS— Meaara. Allen, Aahley, AtcUaon, Atherton, 
Breeae,I>ieUMon,I>bi, Kvana, FaitAeld, Hannegan, Hay- 
wood, Lewia, NUes, Sevier, Ta|>p*n,and Woodbury— IS. 

NATURALIZATION AND ELECTION FRAUDS. 

Mr. BERftlEN presented a report ftom the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, in reply to the memorials 
of sundry citizens, asking for an investigation into 
the fivuds alleged to have been committed upon the 
naturalization laws of the United Statas. He moved 
that it be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. ARCHER moved Uat 5,000 extra copies be 
printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON desired to know what was the 
character of the report before ha consented to the 
adoption of such a motion. 

Mr. BERRIED said that this report was supple- 
mental to the bill hitherto reported from the com- 
mittee making alterations in the present naturaliza- 
tion laws of the United States. It embraced the 
testimony whieh the committee had, by autbori^ of 
the Senate, authorized commissioners in the pruci- 
pal seaboard towns to take. 

Mr. DICKINSON said there was much feeling 
upon the subject of this ttport throughout the coun- 
try. It might contain reflections up<m the people 
ofNew Yon, and he had not had , and would not have, 
time to examine it It was manifest, too, that the 
propositions contained in the report could not be 
enterta ined at this late period of the session. 

Mr. SEVIER asked for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion. He was opposed to the printing of an 
extra mimber of copies of a report which he had not 
had time to examine. 

Mr. ARCHER said that after the question of the 
annexation of Texas, no subject more laigely agita- 
ted the public mind than that which was embraced 
in this rwort. A laige number of people had com- 
plained of grievances which they naa to submit to 
by the violation of our naturahzation laws. The 
Senate yielded to the desire for an inquiry, and ao- 
thoriaea the Judiciary Committee to mvesiigale the 
subject That committee, having performed their 
duty, now made a report, the printing of which 
was objected to. How wotdd senators, who had 
agreed to this investigation, stand before the people, 
in opposing the printing of an extra number of 
copies of this document^ He thought that he was 
moderate in asking for only 5,000 extra copies of a 
document which should go everywhere, and be 
read by the people in every section of the coun- 
try. 

Mr. BERRIEN said that he would briefly slate 
the purport of the report which was now proposed 
to be printed. It ascertained nnauestionably the 
existence of fittuds upon the naturalization laws of 
the country — ^frauds m obtaining papers of nalurdi- 
zation, and frauds in voting at elections. Tbese 
frauds, however Jbe would tay were not confined to 
any one State. They were not confined to New 
York; nor in New York were they conSned to either 
one of the great political parties. The testimony 
taken by commissioners, and embodied in this re- 
port, he considered necessary to aid Congress in its 
itttnre investigations of the subject 

Mr. SEVIER said be objected to the printing of 
a document like this in such iMste, and before there 
was time for senators to see it He understood that 
the commissioners appointed by the Committee on 
the Judiciary to take depositions were all, with one 
exception, active politicians, and leading men of the 
party opposite to that which be belonged to. It 
seemed ss if these men had been appointed to hunt 
over the country for materials for an indictment 
against the democratic party; and yet gentlemen 
asked for the printing of 5,000 extra copies of their 
report, which he had not seen. He appealed to the 
mi«nanimityof|he senator from Virginia to say 
whether, if the esse were reversed, he would vote for 
■ucfc a motion. When he saw a document pre- 
pared altogether by wUgs sod natives, one democrat 
excepted, and doubtless embraciog a mass of OMrit 
testimony, be could not consent blindly to eDOon* 
it by causing the printing of an extra nu mb * if 
copies. 

Mr. WALKER remarked that be should like t» 
hear the report read before b* voted to print 

Mr. DICKINSON wished to call the attention of 
ItbeooamrylotiM ftct dM Ae i|WBtion of prinlmg 



and oircuUting this report was not raised until tba 
afternoon of the Isst day of the session. He did 
not believe that the Commiuee en the Jndidsry had 
anv tmfair design in so doing, but he wished to call 
public attention to the feet, that this report mtss pre- 
vented to the Senate, when there was not time to 
examine and point out its erran. The senator 
ftom Geotaia, [Mr. BtBiUSH,] said it was designed 
to benefit Congress in its investigations; was it, 
he adced, necessary to sow the intelligence it con- 
tained broadcast, in order to benefit Congrats? 
Senaton might say that he and othera who opposed 
the printing, wera opposed to havine light on this 
subject; but sueh was not the ftict He only want- « 
ed an opportunity to point out the defects and erron 
of the nport; for it was a maixim in the courts that 
one side of any case was very good until the other 
was made out He did not wish to issue, under the 
authority of the Senate, a large edition of this re- 
port and evidence which might have come ftom a 
star chamber. The commTssionera appointed to 
take evidence had, he thought, abundant time, 
since the Ist of January, when they were chosen, 
to have made their report before this late period of 
the session of Congress. He entered his protest, 
therefore, against the motion of the honorable sen- 
ator. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to lay the motion to 
print on the table, but withdrew his motion at the 
request of 

Mr. BARROW, who said be was surprised at 
the opposition which wcs made to the motion to 
print He had introduced the resolution under 
which the Committee of the Judiciary were autho- 
rized to take testimony, and there was no opposi- 
tion to it It then seemed to be regarded by alt that 
the question of the alleged evasion of the naturaliza- 
tion laws was a l^ilimate subject of inquiry. The 
senator from New York, [Mr. Dickinson,] as well 
as otkera on both sides of the Senate, seemed anx- 
ious to adopt measures to prevent frauds when they 
shotild be ascaortained to exist This, then, being 
the desire of every one, testimony was ordered to be 
taken in New York, Philadelphu, Baltimore, and 
New Means, in order to show whether frauds had 
been committed. He had not examined the report 
It was short; but tliera was the testimony, which 
must be good testimony. It must have been taken 
in proper form b^ie the courts in tbe several cities, 
and ofcourse be feir. Were this, however, an elabo- 
rate partissn report, there might be some ressonable 
objection to its printing; but, as it was, he could see 
none whatever. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that he did not origi- 
nate the resolution under which the Committee on 
the Judiciary were authorized to institute this inves- 
tigation. He did not wish the subject referred to 
thst committee, because he knew the labor which 
was required for its investigation. As at first adopt- 
ed, it referred the matter to the committee, and gave 
power to send for peraons and papers. Afterwsrds, 
testimony was authorized to be taken by commis- 
sion. In selecting the men who composed there 
commissions, it was difficult to find out who would 
undertake to inquire inio the alleged frauds. He 
had chosen the men with care, and when their names 
should be known to senaton, he was sure no one 
would say that they would pervert their trusts to 
the purposes of party. It was impossible for tke 
committee to make their report earlier, because they 
did not receive the testimony taken by these com- 
missionere in time. He therefore desired the sena- 
tor from New York to withdraw the imputation he 
had made of dday on the part of the Judiciary 
Committse. 

Mr. DICKINSON expbined. He did not design 
in any manner to impute anything to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, for whom he entertained the kind- 
est fselingr, but he still did not see why the com- 
missionen so h>ng delayed their report All were 
desirous of preventing frauds; but before rach a re- 
port as this was ordered to be printed, he desired 
time to examine it He therefore moved to lay the 
motion on the table. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay the 
motion to print on the table, and decided in the 
negative as follows: 

TEAS- Allan, Aahley, Atchison, Atherton, Basby, Ben. 
ton, Breeae, Boclianan, Dickinson, Dlz, FtirfleM, Hannegan, 
Haywood, Lewis, McDnflle, Nilee, Semple, Sevier, Stargeon, 
Tappan, Walker, and Woodbnry- M. 

NATS— Meaara. Ar^iber, Barrow, Bayard. Benrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Crftlenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, FrancU, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, Jsrnagin, Johraon, Miller. Moijbesd, 
Phelpa, PoiterTlimBions, l^>ham, White, sad Woodbridge-. 
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Mr. WAUBlEX row to aay that, as a member of 
the Judiciary Committee, he had not seen the re- 
port or the teaUmony which it contained. He muat 
not, therefore, be couaidered as concuning iiMUiy 
put of it. 

Mr. BERRIEN said, no; that the report was 
adopted by the committee daring the absence of the 
aenatof iirom MississippL 

Mr. McDUFFIE inquired whether it was a vo- 
luminous report that was proposed to be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the report was very short, 
but embraced a good deal of testimony. 
. The question was taken on the motion to print 
5,000 extra copies ef the report, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows.- 

VKA8— Meain. Archer, Barrow, Bivtrd, Berrien, Choats, 
ClsTton, Crittendeii, Dayton, Evani, Koiter, Fraocii, Hu>- 
denon, Huntinrton, Jamagin, Jobiuon, Maogum, MJBer, 
M«rebe*d, Phelpa, Porter, Slmmono, Uphsm, White, and 
Woodbridf e-M; . 

NAYS-^Mtn. AUen, A<hl«7, Alebkon, Athetton, Bac- 
by, Benton, Breeae, Buchanso, Dickiiuon, Dix, Faiifield, 
Hanoasaa, Haywood. Lewii, McDaffle, NUei, Semple, Se- 
vier, Stargeon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury— 33- 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives announcing the rejection of the bill to 
enable the Chickasaw Indians to try die validity of 
their claims in the courts of the United States. 

Also, a message announcing the suspension of 
the 16tli joint rule, so far as related to a joint reso- 
lution declaring that the new post office bill shall go 
into operation ui July next. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Finance Commiuee, re- 
ported, with amendments, the navy appropriation 
bill. 

After some reports from committees were reseived, 
the Senate, at half-past three o'clock, took a recess 
till five. 

EVENINO SESSION. 

The Senate having reassembled at five o'clock, 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back the army appropriation bill. On his 
motion, the committee was discharged from the fui^ 
ther consideration of all subjects referred to it and 
not acted upon. 

He also offered a resolution to purchase the re- 
mainder of the printed copies of the document on 
the funding system of the United States at |^1 50 per 
copy. The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of subjects referred to it and not acted 
upon. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of subjects referred to it, and not 
acted upon. 

A similar motion prevailed in relation to the Post 
Office Committee, at the instance of Mr. MER- 
RICK. 

DRAWBACKS. 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate bill (with 
amendments nuuie by the House,) allowing diav 
backs on foreign goods export^] in the original 
packages to Chihuahua and Sante Fe, was taken up 
for conaideration of the House amendmenu. 

The amendments were to the effect of making the 
law general, so as to admit of drawbaein on foteign 
goods transported any where through the United 
States to adjacent countries. 

Mr. DIX explained the amendments, and spoke 
in favor of concurring in them. 

Mr. EVANS, although heretofore opposed to the 
extension of this system, had since given more at- 
tention to it, and was now satisfied that it would be 
advantageous to the commerce of the United States. 

After, a few remarks from Messrs. CRITTEN- 
DEN, EVANS, HUNTINGTON, WOOD- 
BRIDGE, and McDUFFIE, the amendments were 
concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the joint resola- 
tion in relation to the Houma claim was taken op, 
amended, read a third time and paaed. 

NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the navy appropria- 
tion, bill reported back from the Committee on 
Finance with amendmenta, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and the amendmenta were 
adopted. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved an amendment regu- 
lating the pay of engineers of steam vessels in the 
naval servi ce: adop ted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved an amendment to 
^effect that noticet of contracts for the navy be 



advertised in two nevapapera in this city ot the 
laigest cireulation: adopted. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved an amendment appropri- 
ating |35,000 for the erection of a marine hospital in 
Pittabuigh on the site parehaaed by the govomment 
for thatpuipose: adopted. 

Mr. GrTURGEON moved an amendment to ap- 
propriate a sum not exceeding |3,376, for the dis- 
charge of the Zanlzinger clans against the Navy 
DepartmenL 

Mr. EVANS opposed this introduction of private 
claims into the appropriation bills, and would resist 
every such attempt. 

After some discussion as to the merit* of the 
claim, the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, an amendment was 
adopted ai^ropriating iS,000 for testing plans to 
prevent tlie explosion of^steam-boilers. 

Mr. STURGEON moved to amend the bS bv 
adding aa appropriation for the relief of Charles S. 
Sibber. 

Mr. EVANS opposed the motion. 

After some discussion the amendment w«sr^ 
jeoted. 

Mr. McDUFFIE concurred with the chaiman of 
the Committee on Finance, Uiat it was highly im- 
proper to introduce private claims into the general 
appropriation bills; then was, however, a claim 
which should be renrded as of a public nature— it 
was that of the hern of Robert Fuhon, a bill for 
which had several times passed the Senate. He 
moved to amend the oiil by inserting an apprtrpria- 
tion of |76,300 "for compensation to the hem of 
Robert Fulton, in foil for the claim of said Robert 
Fulton against the United Stales, due at the time of 
tha death of said Fulton, for inventing and building 
steam batteries and superintending the construetion 
of the steam ship Fulton, and for the detention and 
damages to his steamboat Vesuvius, and for tha 
great benefits conferred on the country by the appli- 
cation of steam to navigation." 

After a few remarks from Messrs. EVANS and 
BUCHANAN, as to the evil consequences of in- ' 
troducing private claims in the general appropria- 
tion bills, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, and resulted — yeas 19, nays 37, as follows: 



YEAS— Meun. Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Foater, Fnncia, 

;Dit~ ■- 

Ids. Porter, £ 
and Woodbridge— la 



Hnger, Johnion, McDnffle, Mangun, Merrick, Mlllei, More- 
headjjnieljM, Porter^ Sinunona, Sturgeon, Upham, Walker, 



NAYS— Mettra. Allen, Archer, Aabley, Atehieoa, AOitr. 
ton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Breese, Bnchanas, Claytoa, 
ColqniU, Crittenden, Dayton, Diokinion, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hanaegan. Haywood. Heiidenon, Jamagin, Lewia, Nilet, 
Snnple, 8e7ier, Tappan, and Woodbury— 37. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYARD moved to strike out the fifth sec- 
tion. 

Messi*. TAPPAN and SIMMONS hoped it 
would not be stricken om. 

The Senate refuaed to strike oot the fifth aeo 
tion. 

On motion, of Mr. BAY ADD, it was agreed to 
strike out the sixth section. 

On motion of Mr. JARNAOIN, it was agreed to 
insert the District of Columbia as a territory for the 
apportionment of scholan and apprentices in the 
naval service. 

The bill was then rrported back to the Senate; the 
amendments were concurred in, and being engrossed, 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

ARUr APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up 
the army appropriation bill, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Finance with amendments. 

The bin was considered by the Senate as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

The first amendment was agreed to. It required 
that, of the |360,000 appropriated for the manufac- 
Uire of arms at the national armory, f 100,000 should 
be applied for repain. 

Tne second amendment, increasing the approprii^ 
tion for "surveys in reference to the military de- 
fences of the frontier, inland and maritime,'' fiom 
110,000 4o |30,000, was concurred in. 

"The third smendment increased the appropriation 
for surveys of the northern and northweatem lakes 
from |90,000 to 130,000; which was agreed to. 

The fourth amendment proposed to strike out the 
following item: 

"For pnrchaalng the alte and eomneiicing the Decenary 
works toran atnory at Foit Maaaao, In the 8tata ef IlUnola, 
the aam ol $iM,00O, to be expended ondsr the dlractiaa of 
the SeeiataiT of War." 

Mr. BREESE was sorry that this amendntent had I 
~ - If I 



been reported by tKe Committee on Finifuace. 



the appropriation should not be passed, ii^aslSet 
would M done the West. ThemQiua of that country 
now amounted to 700,000 men, and its annual 
increase was 30,009. It was a well known ba 
that they were suffering for want of anna. TJw 
two armoriea 'now in existence at Harper's Ferry 
and Sprmgfield eould not supply them. Upon 
these two armoriea the government had already ex- 
panded from twelve to fourteen millions of doUan; 
and yet f30,000 was to be refused to an annorr in 
Illinois. He read from the report of a boaiu of 
officers appointed to ascertain the best point for an 
armory in the Weat That board, composed of the 
most eompetent officere, had examined 48 sitea, 
and finally decided in favor of Fort Massac as hav- 
ing more advantages than any other point. They 
aaid this point was destined to be the commercisl 
centre of the West. It was in a region of coal and 
iron, and accessible to steamboats at all seasons of 
the Tear. 

Mr. EVANS said he objected to the eMlablisb- 
ment .of an armory in an appropriation bill. If aa 
armory was to be establiued, let it be done by a 
separate bill, authoriziiig the appointment of a su- 
perintendent and other officers. This bill only asked 
|SO,000 for the armory at Fort Massac; but did any 
one believe that 90,000 doUan would build a armory? 
Besides, there were already two armories, and some 
thought one enough. They were in good order, 
and made arms veij cheaply at present. As to the 
wants of the militia for arms, he contended that the 
amis given bv the government to the States were 
not intteded for distributioB among the mtlitie, bat 
to be deposited in the Slate arsenals. 

Mr. WALKER said he had supposed that the 
question of the establishment of an armory in the 
West was setled. It was determined yean ago that 
an armery should be established, and the only diffi- 
culty had been in relation to the site. But now the 
senator from Maine reopened the question. 

Mr. EVANS said he was in conference with the 
head of the ordnance department to-day, and thai 
officer begged him not to allow this appropriation to 
pass. 

Mr. WAXiKER said he did not care for the opin- 
ion of one colonel of ordnance, and that opinion 
was no angument against a conclusion hitherto ar> 
rived at by Congress. Although this armory at 
Tm Massac was not to be Joeaied at the point' 
which he desired, yet it was decided upon by a com- 
petent board of officere, who had convinced him bf 
the force of argument contained in their report. He 
appealed to western men to sustain this appn^ria- 
tion; for the armory most be. at Fort Massac or no- 
where at present. 

Mr. JARNAGIN did not consider Congren 
bound by the reports of boards of officere on thit 
subject 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he eould not assume it 
for a fact that this armory most be located at Fort 
Massac or nowhere. He differed with the boaidof 
offioen that Fort Massac was the best site for an 
armory. That site was not favored by the War 
Department. Mr. C, entered into an advocacy of 
certain points in his own Stale as superior to that of 
Fort Massac 

Mr. BREESE replied to the objsctiona uncd 
against the establishment of an armory at Fort l£s- 
aac He regarded the matter as long since deta> 
mined upon. As to the sites in Kentucky referred 
to by the senator, (Mr. CairruioEN,] they had no 
no dfoubt been examined by the board of army off- 
cere. True, there was not water power at Fon 
Massac, but there were abundant fitcilitiea for 
steam-power, which was much better and cheaper. 
Had it not been for the interference of Col. Taleou, 
the appropriation would not have been objected ta. 

Mr. CIUTTENOEN said there was no interfer- 
ence on the part of ordnance officere. 

Mr. EVANS explained that he had himself dr- 
aired to have the opinion of CoL TalcoM upon thit 
matter. 

Mr. BREESE said he was willing to pay propn 
respect to the opinion of Col. Tsleotl; but he was a 
mere subordinate, whose views should not ove^ 
weigh the here tofore expressed will of Congress. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN ^ged the advantages pre- 
sented by several sites in Kentucky. The legisls- 
tnre of the State gays authority over the nniissiiiji 
water power. Aind yet, out of four advanttgeoot 
sites for an amy, one only was examined. 

The queadon was then taken on the amendannt 
of the Committee on Finance, andit v**ieieotedi3 
follows: 
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YEAS— Mean. Barrow, Barrien, Ctejrton, Crittendan, 



DftTton, Evani, Fraoeii, HunlinKton, Jarasgin, Lewii, Me- 
Dune, MtnKum, Miller, Morehead, Nilei, Phelpi, Siinmoiu, 
Upham, and White— 19. 

NAYS— Meaen. Allen, AiUey, Atchjton, Atliertoa, Bag- 
by, BeatAB, Braaae, Colquitt,, DioUaaoii, Dix, Uajinagan, 
Haywood, Uasdanon, Huger, Johiuoa, Porter. Somple, So 
vloT, Tappan, Walker, Woodbridge. and Woodbnry— 33. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered an amendment ap- 

SropriaUDg 1100,000 for the improrement of the 
'hio river above the falls of LouiaviUe, and |240,000 
for its improTement below the falU. 

This proposition gave rise to a lone debate in 
which Messrs. CRITTENDEN. POOTER, SE- 
VIER, WOODBRIDGE, WHITE, DIX, DICK- 
INSON, ARCHER, BERJRIEN, EVANS, HAN- 
NEGAN, WOODBURY, MOREHEAD, HUNT- 
INGTON, and BARROW participated. The 
amendment was objected to by several senators, on 
the ground that the army bill was not the appropri- 
ate place for it, and that its adoption woald defeat . 
the narbor bill. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding an appropriation of |100,000 for the 
improTenwnt of the navigation of Hudson river re- 
jecMd. 

Mr. HANNEGAN offered an amendment appro- 
priatiog A335,000 for the extension of the Cumber- 
land r<wa in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
one third in each. 

This was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—MeHta. Allen, Breete, Barhanao, Hannegso, Jai^ 
nagin. Serople, Sturgeon. Tappaji. and White— 9. 

NAYS— Meiire. Archer, Ashley, Atchiton, Atherton, 
Bacb}', Barrow, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Choats, Clayton, 
Counitt, Crittenden, Dayton, OieUnwa, Dix, Evani, Fair- 
field, Fnneia, Haywood, Unntington, Johnton, Lowia, Mc- 
DuAe, Mangnm, Miller, Monhead, Nilea, Phelpe, Porter, 
Sevier, Sinunoci, Vpham, Walker, and Woodbridge— M. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved an appropriation of 
15,000 for the improvement of the navigation of 
Tennessee river: rejected. 

Mr. MOREHEAD offered an amendment appro- 
priating (^,500 for the pinrchase of additional ground 
adjoining the barracks at Newport, Kentucky: re- 
jected. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped that senators would 
not embarrass the bill by offering more amend- 
ments. 

The question was tidten on Mr. CarrTSMDBM'i 
amendment, (temporarily withdrawn by him, but 
renewed by Mr. Bakbow,) and resulted as M- 
lows: 

YEAS— Meitn. Allen, Archer, Aihley, Atebiaon, Bat^ 
row, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Breeie, Bnebanan, Cntte» 
den, Hannegan. Handenon, Johnaon, Mangnn, Meirick, 
Morehead, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, and White— 31. 

NAYS— Meeara. Atherton, Bagby, Choate, Clayton, Col- 
quitt, likyton, Dickinaon, Dlx, ICvaoa. Fairfield^ Francia, 
Haywood, Huntington, Jamagin, Lewia, McDnffie, Miller, 
Nilea, Phelpa, Porter, Semple, Simmona, Upham, Wood- 
bridge, and Woodbury— as. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to add a section ap- 
propriating |64,000 to the State of Vii;ginia for 
money expended by her to satisiV judgments for 
commutation pay, and aathorized by the act of 
1832. 

Mr. EVANS oppoeed the amendment on the 
groimd that he was unwilling to pay Vimnia tmtil 
the claims of Maine and Massachusetts should be 
satisfied. 

Mr. ARCHER advocated the appropriation. 
The claim was one authorized to be paid long since, 
but not paid because of a deficiency m the ^propri- 
ation. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HENDERSON moved an appropriation of 
f25,000 for the erection of barracks atPassChiin- 
tian, Mississippi. 

Mr. EVANS proteeted against further amend- 
ments, as the hour was late. 

Mr. SEVIER contended that the Congress might 
sit till 13 o'clock to-morrow. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to increase the amount for 
armament of fottifications from |100,000 to #900,- 
000: reieoted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to add #1,900 to the 
(wpropriation for the pay of the army, so as to i«- 
cfude an additional inspeator general. 

Mr. EVANS opposed the amendment, and it was 
rejected. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and all 
the amendments made in committee of the whole 
were agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the appropriation of 
filO,000 for an^annory at fint Massac be ttrieksn 
out. 



Mr. BREESE opposed and Mr. McDUFFlE 
sustained the motion. 

The motion was concurred in by the following 
vote: 

YEAS— Maaara. Archar, Atherton, Barrow, Borrian, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden. Dayton. Evana, Fairfield, Fos- 
ter, Fiancia. Hannegan, Huntington, Jamagin, McOuffle, 
Mangnn^ Manick, MUler, Morehead, Phelpa, Simmons, 



NAYB— MeasB. AUen, AaUey, Atchiaon, Bagbv, Benton, 
Bteese, Colquitt, Dickinaon, Dix, Haywood, llenderson, 
Johnaon, Potior, Semple, Sevier, Walker, and Woodbo- 
ry-17. 

Mr. ASHLEY offered an amendment appropria- 
ting fSO.OOO for the erection of a fire proof building 
for the War and Navy Deportment- 
Mr. EVANS hoped itirouM not be adopted, as 
the (lueation bad been settled once this session. 

Tne amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading; and, 
having been read a third time, was passed. 
ARABIAN HOR8E8. 

A nessage was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives statirig that they had passed a joint ree- 
olutioD to authorize the President to dispose of the 
Arabian hones presented to one of the American 
consuls, by the imaum of Muscat. Amid much 
laughler, the resolution was read and adopted. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved to take up tie bill for 
the estoblishment of certain post roads. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired if there was not ano- 
ther appropriation bill yet to be disposed of. 

Mr. WOOOBRIDOB replied that there was— the 
hariwrbiU. 

POST ROVTBS. 

Mr. Atcbiiom'i motion prevailed, and the bill 
establishing certain post routes was taken up, with 
amendments proposed by the Poet Office Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SEVIER said he supposed the amendments 
had been carefully examined. 

Mr. WHITE asked if anything was struck out 
oftbeorieinalbil]. 

Mr. MERRICK replied in the n^ative. 

The ameBdmenIs were adopted. 

The bill was then reported, read a third time, and 



POSTAGE BILL. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the joint reaoln- 
tion firem the House postponing the operation of the 
postage bill to the 1st July, was taken up, read a 
third time, and passed. 

LIEUT. Fremont's expeditioi)'. 

On motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, the rerclntion 
relative to the printing of 5,000 copies of Lieutenant 
Fremont's report of nis expedition over the Rocky 
mountains, was taken up. 

Mr. SEVIER asked was it necessary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, at this late hour of the nisht, 
could not say what he intended to say. He had 
watched with interest the progress of this young 
gentleman, (Lieut. Fremont,) and was satisfied he 
was a young gentleman of extraordihary merit, 
great energy and ability to serve the country. He 
deserved encouragement. He should, therefore, 
move to increase the number of copies to be printed 
from 5,000 to 10,000. 

The question was then taken on printing 10,000 
copies, and it was agreed to. 

The navy appropriation bill, returned from the 
House with dissent to some of the Senate amend- 
ments, was taken up; and the Senate receded from 
the amendments not concurred in by the House. 
THE VETOED BILL. 

On moUon of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the bill in 
relation to revenae steam cattere, with the veto mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, was tsr 
ken up, the OMStion rectirring, Shall the b^i pass. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN ho|wd the question would 
be voted upon solemnly and without debate. He 
hoped the veto would be overruled. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON considered that the objec- 
tions made by_ the President relied entirely npon a 
mere philological criticism. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted— yeas 41, 
nay 1, as follows: 

YEAS-Me<ara.AlleD, Archer, Ashley, AtohiM>n, Atbar^ 
ton, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Beirien, Bnchanan, Choate, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davtoa, Dickinaon, Dlx, Evana, Fair, 
field, Foster, Francia, Haniietai, Haywood, Hendsnon, 
Hnntiiwton, Jamagin, Johnson, Maaftua, MOlsr, Mordiead, 
Nilea, Phelps, Porter, Seople, Siiaaions, Slaiceon, T^ipan, 
Upham, Walker, White, woodbiidce, and Woodbary — (1. 

^AY-Mr. Colquitt-1. 

So the bill was poised, the PresideafB veto not- 
wtthstanding. 



HARBOR BILL. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, the Mil ma^ 
king appropriations for the improvements of oeitaiD 
rivers and harbors, was taken up as in committee of 
the Whole, the question pending being on the 
amendments recommended by tin Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained at length the 
nature of the amendments, and the necessity of 
adopting them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN here rose, and observed that 
his honorable from Michigan must decide between 
the adoption of these amendments and the Ion of 
hisbUl. 
. Mr. WOODBRIDGE said he felt deeply sensible 
of that; he was foHy aware of the difficulties and 
embarrassments of his situation; but he had been 
situated precisely in the same manner last year. 
He had at that time been instructed to move similar 
amendments, but, fearing they mig;ht endan^ the 
bill, bad ventnred on the responsibility of disobey- 
ing the order of the committee. He would not en- 
counter that responsibility on this occasion. But he 
would say to the Senate that if they refosed to act 
tipon their own judpnent respecting measures sub- 
mitted to them by membereof their own body, but- 
turned their eyes continually on the other branch of 
the legislatare, and regulated their conduct by the 
chances of success elMwtfere, not ooljr the dignity, 
btU the power of the Senate as a distinot and Inde- 
pendent brooch of the government would soon 
dwindle owav and perish, and this exalted body 
would soon nave no other duty to perform then to 
register the edicts of a committee of the House of 
Representatives. Should these amendmenti be 
adopted, and the other House aheald disagree to 
them, the bill might still be saved by the Senate's 
recedingfirom its amendments. 

Mr. BUCHANAN reminded the Senate that it 
was now a quarter past 10 o'clock; the harbor bill 
contained many items of great importance to the 
oonntry, and he trusted that hia worthy friend from 
Michigan would not risk its safely for a mere ignU 
fiOmu. He had much better consent to wait till 
mxtyear, when perhaps the same difficulty might 
not exist. If, however, the gentleman was resolved 
to persist, he washed hia hands of the consequences. 

Mr. EVANS said he hoped the honorable senator 
Aom Midiigan would persist and get a vote on bis 
ameariment. Mr. E. had had an appropriation for 
bis own Sute, which had been delayed too long; yet 
he was now told that he must wait still longer, or 
the bill might be lost To him it seemed very ex- 
traordinary that such apprehensions should be en- 
tertained. This harbor bill lost in the House of 
Representatives! Why, this was pre-eminenllv the 
fiivorite bill of the House; it had postponed all the 
miropriation bills to take up this. Mr. E. was not 
to be fr^tened this way. If the appropriation bills 
fitiled, Se government must stop for the want of 
means to carry it on; but should this harbor bill not 
become a law, the government, he presumed, would 
still continue. 

Mr. SEVIER said that he had endeavored to get 
some of the items kept out of this bill which still ap- 
pealed there, and he would now thank the senator 
tV^ Michigan to tell him how many of these items 
the President had vetoed. Where they not more 
than half of the whole number? 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied that he believed 
there were some items of that description in the 

Mr. SEVIER thooght they amounted to tbrer- 
fourths of the whole. The tail of the kite was a 
great deal longer than the kite ilaelf. 

The question was now taken on all the amend- 
ments together reported from the Committee on 
Commerce, and decided in the negative— oyes 11, 
Doea not oounted. 

Mr. JOHNSON made an effort to add two other 
amendments, one appropriating $20,000 for fort Pont- 
ehartnin, and another of |SO,000 for completing the 
marine boepital at New Orleans, but they were both 
rejected — ayes 10, noes not counted. 

'The bill was then reported to the Senate, when 

Mr. EVANS movetl again the amendments from 
the Committee on Commerce, but they were nega- 
tived without debate, by yeas and nays— yeas 11, 
nays 36: 

YEAS-Meaara. Atherton, Davton, Evans, Fairfield. Hay- 
wood, Hnntbtfton, Jamagin, Miller, Upham, Woodbndge, 
and Woodborr- 11- 

NAYS-Meaars- Allen, Archer, Aahley, Atchiton, Bagly, 
Bsmw, Beyaid, Berrien, Breese, Bnebanan, Choate, rnt- 
tSBdsD, DiAiasoD, Dlx, Foster, Hsooegan, HesdeiaoB, 
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Hnger, Kiln, l>h«lpi. Porter, 8enipl«, Serier, nmmam, 
Tappm, ud Wbilo— 36. 

Mr. MoDUFFIE now nwe and laid he cooaider- 
•d it his •oiemn duty to oppoae this bill, though the 
efiort to do it ahoulu exhatut the remainder of the 
■ewioB. He conaidered it the moat eoormoua, UD- 
ptiDeipIed, infamoua meaaure — but he would not be 
forced into the debate. He mored to lay the bill on 
the table. 

Mr. WOOD^RIDGE demanded the yea* and 
naya; which being taken, reaulted aa foUowe: 

TkAS-WMtr*. Amber, Atfanton, Bwbr, Env, FUr- 
flaU, Hugw, MeDuHe. NUei, ScTier, wid Woodbury— 10. . 

NATS— Mean. Allen, Adilej, AtchliOD, Btnow, Bay- 
ard, Bentoa, Berrien, Breeie, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, 
Darton, DicUneoD, Dix, Foiter, FraocU, Hannegan, tUj- 
wood, HendertMi, Junagiii, Johnmn. Maacnm, Millar, 
Maaehead, Fbelpi, Porter, ilemple, Siaaioa<, Stuff aaOi 
Tampan, Upham , Wallier, White, aad Woodbridfe— M. 

So the Senate refused to lay the bill on the table* 

Mr. EVANS inanired what waa the aggregaA 
anMnintappropriatea by the bill. 

Mr. WOODBRIDOE aaid it waa about one ntil- 
lion aix handred thoaaand dollan. 

Mr.McDUFFIE. More than that. ItwaaneMrer 
tw« milliona. 

Mr. EVANS asked if tlie SIftiate waa aware of 
theanHrantofappropriationa which had been made 
•t this Congreea? He had endearored to keep up 
with them aa well as he could, but he con fe aa ed dwy 
kad cot ftr beyond hia calculationa; and he apprised 
gsmlemen now that they most not be surpmed if 
they aheald find the finances of the country runninr 
▼ery low indeed before the year waa out. And ir, 
as was not imposaible, they ahould find themselTeB 
under the Beceasity of boirowing money, be potyed 
them to remember that that neceaaity, if iteame, would 
have been imposed by their own legislation. Mr. 
E. bad no scruplea on the subject of internal improve* 
menta, vet he eonfescedthat the amotint proposed in 
this bill appeared to him enormoua. If Congress 
should appropriate half a million, or even seven or 
eight hundred thousand dollars a year for objects of 
this description, he should consider it a juat propor- 
tion of the public expenditure; but to present a mass 
of items of so large an amount, to be paased in this 
hunping manner, at this last hour or the aeaaion, 
was, in hia judgment, an unwarrantable proceeding. 
He aaked when this bill had been received from the 
House; 

Mr. WOODBRIDGB replied, it had coma io on 
Saturday. 

Mr. EVANS. On Saturday; and it was n«w 
Monday night, and gentlemen had been aitling in 
the Senate all day: how waa it poaaible that they 
could have examined the details of the bill? Mr. fi. 
should not vote for it. It was a bill which, without 
appropriate data, went to impose a aeverelnirdea on 
the treasury. He had no desire to revive the old 
controversy on this vexed aubject of internal im- 
provements; but he could not help recollecting with 
what reioicii^ and jubilations gentlemen on the 
other-sioe had congratulated the country that thia 
great, all-devottring monster had at length been 
atrangled by the hero of New Orleana; and it waa s 
matter of pnde and boasting that so neforioua a sys- 
tem had been put down forever under Gen. Jack- 
son's administration. Hia partisans promulgated to 
to the world that all works of internal improvement 
by the general government were thenceforth to cease 
foreiver. The whole proceeding was stigmatized aa 
unconstitutional, latitudinarian, wasteful, and profli- 
gate. Yet some of those very gentlemen were 
among the strenuous advocatea of this bilL Mr. E. 
entertained no such scruples; be did not object to 
the ^ropriations in this bill as an unconstitutional 
nplication of the public money: but he prayed gen- 
tfemen on the democratic side, who argued io favor 
of sbill like this, to expunge that article from their 
political creed. Let us hear no more about its being 
a political heresy to advocate internal improvements 
by theceneral government. 

Mr. &. obje^ed to this bill because so large a 
number and variety of objects were embraced by it 
without discrimination. He waa in Avor of the ap- 
propriations' for the improvement of our western 
rivers, and he would include with some other im- 
poitant objecta; but to a vast many others he could 
not'eonsem. He admitted, and he nad personal rea- 
sons (o know, the great difficulty of framing a bill 
which should give satisfaction to all. But be com- 
plained of the late period of the session at which all 
the upropriation bills of the present year had been 
aent from the other Houae. However, aa it vras 
late, he would not prolong the delate, but only 
irished to say, in voting against this Un, that he 



was influenced by no hosGIity to works of intemd 
improvement. 

Mr. SIMMONS expressed his surprise at the 
coarse and at the laiKuage of his honorable friend 
fhnn Maine, who haa so recently proposed stiO fur- 
ther tA aunnent the number or items in this very 
harbor Ufl, by proposing some appropriations of 
iiis own. These had Men rejected, apd Mr.S. 
was not without his fbsrs that that might be the 
true aouree of the senior's sudden and violent oppo- 
aition to the bill. Hia friend complained of^ the 
large amount, but he was inclined to believe that if, 
inMead of s million and a half, the bill hadappco- 
ptiated two millions, it would have reeeivea that 
gentleman's warm support. 

Mr. EVANS ittteraend to say that it would h«*e 
enoountered his deoMsd hostility. 

Mr. SIMMONS ssid he wss onlv induced to 
think so from the fhct that the senator bad voted fbr 
every one of the addiiiaas to the bin. Now, aentle- 
men all knew that great and unpreeedented l osses 
bsd rsoently been sxperisnoed in the West; ssd be 
thought it was better that the Senals aiurald As tt- 
feetaaUr whatever it did for the benefit of thai por- 
tion of^the Union. Let gentlemen in the East bs 
contented to wait till their ttim should come rsood. 
Mr. S., for one, was willing to be postponed for the 
present, and let his friends from tne West have the 
objects they desired. He did not consider this ss a 
mers kieal biU: its objects ware of national impsrt- 
Mioe; and he thought the nation was a gainer as 
mueh when imptoveaMuts were made in Loukiana," 
aa when they were mads in Maine. Our internal 
commerce floated on the lakes and rivers, while our 
extsmsl covered every sea. He thongnt it was a 
duty as much to jpuM and facilitate tlra one as the 
other; and for ejects in his part of the country he 
was content to wait hia time. 

Mr. MeDVFFIE aaid he was very sorry to be 
obliged to oppose this bill; but he was omurtrained, 
by aaolemn sense of du^, to oeeupy the floor for a 
brief period in endeavormg to prevent the final eon- 
summation ef an act so monstrous as this. Could 
he sufler a bill like this to pass without an attempt 
to oppoae, to analyze its objects, and to show to the 
country their true character, he should deanise 
himself as a baae traitor to the trust reposea in 
him. The Senate had been told by the aanator 
fh>m M assachuset t s, [Mr. Cuoatb,] and with 
some force of reaaoinng, when the bill waa up 
for the admission of Iowa and Florida imo die 
Union, that the principle of thus oombiniag two 
States in the same bill waa radically wrone, because 
many would be induced to vote fbr such abdl fbr the 
sake of introducirig one State who were entirdy op- 
posed to the admission of the other. Now, though 
the princii^ of airument was right, yet it did not 
apply in that case, oecause the Union being estab- 
lisned upon compromises between the North and the 
South , tne admitting of a Northern and Southern State 
by the same bill waa only a further oarnring out of 
die compromise principle, and was therefore m strict 
conformity to the spirit of the constitution. But 
what did they see now? Here vras a bill which 
combined not two, but more than two hundred dif- 
ferent objects, not one of which could stand alone 
on its own merits, and owed its entire proqwct of 
success to this very suspicious combination. Why 
were bU these put in one and the same bill? When 
the senator firom Kentucky [Mr. CmttindsmI pre- 
sented that item of the bill which was deaiiy the 
most national in its character, (if any one of them 
waa national,) what waa the reault? It was reject- 
ed, and rejected on die ground that, if it waa taken 
outofthisharborbill, the bill must be lost. It waa 
the first time in the Congress of the United States 
when a principle, he would not say so corrupt, be- 
cause that was a harsh word, but ao very objection- 
able, had been openly avowed as that a measure must 
be retained in order, by its merits, to carry this 
monster, this many-headed hydra, through both 
Houses of Congress. Let gentleman take out of 
this bill the appropriations for the benefit of any one 
Bute, and put them together in a bill by diemselves: 
would such a bill pan? Every body knew that it 
would not. But they were put together, and kept 
together, that the whole miglit be carried by a eeup 
it main. It would be inconsistent with the respect 
which he entertained for himself^ and the decorum 
imposed by the presence of the Senate, to apply to 
an attempt like this the laneuage which he felt pre- 
sented itself to his Hps; the least he could say of it 
was, that it was s combination to plunder the public 
treasury. Tes; he rqieated the assertion: it was 



netiheriBtra iRttim ttan v cun i uim tMip to pfanrier 
the piddic tisssury. 

Mri McD. couU lay, with the senator fl«a 
Matoe, (Mr BvAMt,] tliat he entertained no coosti- 
ttttional aauplsa in voting for objects of intsmd 
inprovemeDt, if they «ere of a strieily natioaal 
character. Hs wasnotoppoaed tothisfailloBpai^ 
grounda, nor simply as an expenditure of pubbe 
money; but if he was called upon, aa the last pub- 
lic set of his lifs, to swear that he beKeved these ap- 
propriations wtn aaked rather fbr the sake of hsv- 
inc the public money expended in £ffoent portions 
or the country than for' the sake of the pnUic 
worka indicated in the bill, he could do so with t 
good consdenee. Hie question on this bill was s 
question of the distribution of money from tbe treu- 
ury; and he most again solemnly protest aennst 
the principle of thus combining amwtituds of local 
objects— tne improvement of mall rivera, and the 
opening Of little harbora, and aimilar impnrveoMnts 
— in one bill, merely for the sake of earryinr that 
wbieh^ on the ground of its own meiit, com not 
pass either House of Congnaa. 

One administratioo was now on the eve of going 
oat of power, while snother was in the dawn «f its 
advent. The party whieh was going out had eoae 
into power on die avowed principle m the propriety 
of works of internal improvement by the genoal 
government. The party now coming into power 
bad, from the daya of Gen. Jackaon downwud, 
been distinguished by its uncompromising oppoaitien 
to the whole system, with but a very few exceptions. 
Yet what a spectacle did tbe Sinate chamber pre- 
sent at this moment? Is this bill should paaa, it 
would pass by more demoeimtic than whig voiea. 
And if llfr. McD. knew anything of the Preaideni 
who was to be sworn in to-motrow, (and he thoueht 
he did, for he had aerved with him in the other 
Bouae for ten years,) he eould say widi truth, that 
there was no onemaa who, in hispnblie course, had 
been mora irreconcilably hostile t« this syslsm^ 
all its forms and throughout all its disguises. He 
trusted that gentlemen would not, in ttoae last mo- 
ments of sn expiring Co ngr ess , precipitately itwh- 
upon a measure thus indiscreet and extravMsnt. 
Andrew Jackson had derived a large part of the 
glory which encircled his. name fW>m the vary fiici 
uat he had arrested this system by his veto. And 
ifthere was one act whieh in a certain portion of this 
caontryhkd refioMed more credit oo thepreseot admil^ 
istralioa than any other, it waa the veto of J'ohn 
Tylsr oa this very bill. Mr. McD. predicted tbat, 
shosid this bill be repeated at the next seaaion.'it 
would, as a matter or course, receive from tbe com- 
ing President a like oommentary. 

Mr. McD. not only oppoaed the principle of the 
bill as wrong in itaelf, but he oppoaed its large ap- 
propriation on prindplea of national economy. An 
economical expiendilure of puUie money bad been 
inacribed on the bannw of the party to which he be- 
longed as one of the leading maxims of its policy. 
Now, what was the present condition of the treasu- 

S, and what waa it likely to be for yeara to come? 
e catted upon the ehairman of the Committee on 
Finance [Mr. Evani] to state lo the Senate what 
would be the probable amount of revenue fbr the 
coming year, ud whether it waa likely to be such as 
would justify the appropriatios of nearly two mil- 
lisns of dollaia to objecta of this description— ob- 
jests whieh were not at all necessary, and which 
could only be juatifled by the exiatence of an over- 
flowing treasury. Mr. McD. >b own opinion wa^ 
that, if the amount of importa was to be regulated 
by that of exporta, tbe imipona of dutiable attidea 
during the next twelve months would be fitim 
twenty to thirty millions leaa than during the last 
year. Admitting the cotton crop to be ever ao 
much inoeased, yet at die present price of cotton 
(from four to six cents a Dound) the exports of 
the country were not likeiv to exceed forty mil- 
lions of dolhus; and every nnancier and inidligeni 
n^nhant must know that the imports could not 
laigsly exceed them. The minds of genAmm were 
earned away by a delusion, groinag out of tbe 
large amount of imports and of revenue during the 
naat year. That delUMon would be removed by a 
brief explanation of our flnanoial experience during 
the two years last passed. During the first year 
after Ae paaaageof ^ tarifiTof 1843, the revenue, 
instead of increaaing, ss had been expected, hadsuf- 
fWed a great reduelisti. AUwereastonishedatthis, 
and predictiona were confidently made that tht 
commeroe and revenuca ef the country were per- 
mmiandy de su o y edt but Ansa who «ndeiMK>d the 
Bubjsat bsiaer, toiidMmst the tisM that thisisdocttoo 
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wwariyte Mp ow a y. Andwky? Becnaetwwtv- 
tbitemillHMtf qMtMlMd beeo inipMttd,aBd the 
iuftoMief ipwie wtre twtoty miUioos beyond the 
expoita, ■ not wkiek htul iie*«r bappeneid before. 
Dcrwn to the year 1849 tbe MWHint of specie ex- 
ported WM Mnal to tfaot i«poited. The cenaral 
imporla of IMS «moaiited to fifty miUione, <Hrer 
twenty of wlMi' cweie t ed of epwae. What waa 
the Mtwal laatdi? , The iatpoitation of w much 
■pteie oatunlly produced a proportional e^qxmeion 
or the cwreQCy. The Iwiik* diMounted freely, and 
waieeetiially beggi^ Dlaoieia to borrow money en 
their eonung oropa. The twenty milliona of apacie 
imported pioduoad fifty milUona of ciaculating nfie- 
dhmi. Tlua raiaed the prima-of produce, and gave a 
great Htmnlna to unporta, and accordingly the next 
yMTwahada great aoduoparalleted increaseof rev- 
anoa. BntlfaiawMiiottobeeooiUedonaaapenBaBent 
thing. It waa aubject to fluctoatioa and to reaction, 
Hka the aMiiena of a peodnlanHwd !>• would venture 
toiwadittdMDt the iaipoats ofnext year would be 
leas by eight milliona than they had been duriag the 
peat eight meatha. XJuim these eireumatanaes, and 
nader thia elate of thioga, it waa, that the Senate 
weae ealM upon to make a more extravagant mp- 
pmpriaiioa for worka of internal improvement than 
they had erer done before, aod taat, too, by hia 
dwMaratin friaoda. He entreated them to look at' 
the eondition of the rerenue, aod not to bring us 
b«ek into the di^gM^efb) position we had oncebBen 
riduosd to, of hawkinj about our degraded bonds 
in the wonay«w»rketa of Europe, andsofieiing the 
national huiniliatioa of seeing American securities, 
liming on thsir Cms an intereat of six per cent, 
coatemptaonsly rsAiaed, while Koglish bonds sold 
readily with an interest of but three. 

The tfkMkm was then takeo on leading the bill 
a third tmw, and decided in theafimative— yeaa 37, 
nay* 11, aa fitUowa: 

TEAS— M«un. Allm, AiUejr, AtohiMu, lanew. Bay 
tid, Benton, Bnohenea, Choete, Crittenden, Dertos, Diefc. 
iasen. DU, Voetu, FiMd*, llnnniiain, HaywoM, JoaaMn, 
Miliar, Moiehsed, Plielp*, Porter, Sem|il«, Simmou, Star- 
g«oa, UpliLaaii 'Whits, rad Woodbrldge— IT. 

NATS-Mcnia. Alhaitoa, Bubr, BMrten, Evana, Fair- 
t»U, Bngar, Jana«in, LewU, BeDafla, Nilaa, aad Wood- 
buy— U. 

Mr. FOSTER ]p>posed that the SenMenowgo 
into execu tive se ssion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought it would be better 
to gel through the btisilMBS that remained, Md leave 
the executive session to the last hour. 

Mr. EVANS reminded the Senate that ihey had a 
whole week, or two or three weeks <br exeenlive 
business yet before them, so thiit there could be no 
neeeasity for ui t asin g it now. 

Mr. WALKER said that there was executive 
buaiu s as before the Senate which ought to be com- 
pleted before the adjournment. 

Mr. BENTON hoped the Senate would continue 
their buaineas. Waa there any nominee of the prea- 
oit administration, he aaked, who was afraid to let 
his nomination lie over? Cid the gentleman want 
to tidce a snap-Judgment before the new Praaident 
came into offiatf If there be such a one, (said Mr. 
B.,) and I waa Captain Polk, I would knock him in 
the head. K there be any gentleman now in nomi- 
nation who is not content to serve under Captahi 
PoUc, let hnn take hia chance for a renominatioB. 
Yea, let him take hia chance; but let us have no 
snap-jtidgmentaandno midnight combinations. He 
thought ute country had had quite enough of them 
already in daya past. They were not in odor with 
the American people. 

The qneaiion on the motion to go into executive 
aaasioa waa decided in the negativa. 

Mr. BENTON then rone andaaidhe seizada 
moment when the Preaident of thaSenate was out 
of the chamber to offitrareaolutioa, wbichhewaa 
vnry aure would meet the hearty response of every 
gentleman on that floor; and he thereupon oflfered 
the following reaolation: 

JtcralMd, Tliat tlte thanlu o( the Sonata be pnoontcd to 
the Hon. Wiluc. F. MARoini for tin ability and impattioUlj 
wttkwUobkahaa diaehai(ed tlw dutiaaof Praaidentyn 
Itmf tn oftho Sonrto. 

Mr. MILLER offered a raaolutioa aimilar to that 
adopted in relation to the incumbent of the Chair, 
namely, that the same allowance be made to the rep- 
reaentatives of tiie late 9. Southard, for the time be 
eerved as Preaident Bra tan. ef the Senate, being the 
dift sea u e hniaisi hie pay and milasgS sad the ad* 
ary of Vica Preaident. 

Mr.TAPPANaUaeted. 

The foOowiog Honaa tnUaand joint naolutioiia 
were thniAanvp, GOBsideiad, aad paaaad: 



An act for the relief of March Farrington. 

A joint leaolution to pay a balance due Shawnee 
^ Indians employed in the florida war. 
'\ Two supplementary acta to the act admitting the 
States of FloridB and Iowa into tiie Union. 

An act for the relief of Thomaa Bronaugh. 

An act for the relief of Harvey ic, Sbtt. 

An act for the relief of EUaha MoneU, adminia- 
tor of Joseph Icard, deceased. 

Ab aetfor the relief of Daniel Homans. 

An aetfor the relief of Edward A. Lambert. 

An aetfor the relief of John E. Wrisht 

An act providing payment for the muiiary service 
in Florida. 

An act ncnkting commercial intetcourae with the 
islands of Miguelon and St. Piene. 

An act far the continuation and improvement of 
certain loada in the Territonr of Wiaconain. 
^An act foriha relief of I'hilip Schwartsbrawber, 
of Ohio. 

An act for the relief of 'VIHlIiam Rich. 

An act making appropriations for certain improve- 
ments ia the Territory of Iowa. 

An act to continue certain harbor improvements 
in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Anattfor thereHefof thel^pl repreaentativea o 
Daniel Mitchell. 

An act for the relief of Isaac Allen. 

An act for the relief of Dunning R. McNair. 

An Mt for the relief of John H. Mclntoeh. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the resolution 
offered by Mr. Miller in relation id the late S. 
Southard, senator from New Jersey, and some time 
Prudent dto tern., was taken up, read three timea, 
Midp aa sed. 

The usual resolution waa then adopted, appoint- 
ing a committee on thepart of the SeiuUe to accom- 
pany the House committee and wait on the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to inform him that Con- 
greaa was now ready to adjoum. 

The committee was named, and proceeded to the 
duty impoHd upon it 

Shortly after, Mr. SEVIER, on behalf of the com- 
mittee, returned and announced that the Preaident 
hafl no further communicationa to make, and had 
wished the members of the 28th Congress all 
health and ha^pineas in retiring from their arduous 
duties. 

Mr. ^hlANGUM, Preaident pre tan. of the Senate, 
then rose and addressed the Senate asfollows: 
' Qbmtlbmxn or tbs Skmatb: Being about to ter- 
minate the official ralationa that have existed between 
us for nearly three yean past, and perhaps to sepa- 
rate flom some of you forever, I cannot permit tliis 
nMnnent to pass withoat^ving utteranoe to the feel- 
ings which nave deeply imprwsed me with the uni- 
form kindneaa, liberality, and courtesy, that have 
dmncteriaed uie members of this body, as recorded 
in reiterated terma of unanimity; ana I must be 
permitted to say that the recent unanimoua exptea- 
sions of good will and partiality have overwhelmed 
me with sentiments beyond the formal consideration 
of a firiend and associate. They deserte from me« 
return of affection and gratitude. 

If the high and reqwnsible duties of the honora- 
ble station which your partiality baa assigned to me 
have been performed with a due regard to the pub- 
lic honor and interest, and to the satnfiiction of my 
tirother senators, it has been owing to the ready and 
eflectire support uniformly extended to the presi- 
dii^ ofBcer by them, and to that individual courttay 
for whidi tnis elevated body haa ever been distin- 
gniabed. 

Having terminated the business, I caimot dose 
the session without giving expression to my most 
earnest and cordial wishes for the continued health, 

Erosperity, and happineas of every individual mem- 
er, and that each may meet the embraeea of hia 
fhmily in the enjoyment of the same Uessings. 

I now perform the last official act of. the session 
by adjourning the Senate Jtnc Ht. 

The Senate then (at half-past two o'dock at night) 
adjourned line He. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MowDAT, March 3, 1846. 

The journal having been read, aeveial of the 
standing committees, by general consent, made re- 
pocts. 

Mr. MoKAY asked leave to iatroduoe a resolu- 
tion declaring, as the ssnss of the House, that, ia- 
passing the resolution at the last session directing 
the Clerk to fbmish the members with certain 
books, it was not imonded to confine him to pui- 



chases from the pubUahen of the books; but that it 
was intended that ha ahouM procure them (mm any 
peraon or psiaons who wouU fomiah them at thie 
lowest prices. 

This resohition waa objected to, and it was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. BOWLIN, ftom the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill from the Senate for 
the relief of the heirs of William D. Cheever, de- 
ceased, reported the same without amendment; and 
it was then referred to the Committee of the Wh<dc 
on the stale of the Union. 

Mr. HOLMBS, iron the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which waa referred the bill from the Seo-. 
ate in ralattoA to the mode of appointing officers In 
tharevaaua marine aerrioe, r^wited the same with- 
out anMvknant. 

Mr. WILLAMS, from the Comnittee on Com- 
■M(«e, to which wea referred the bill from the Sen- 
ate for the relief of Noah Miller, of the Stale of 
Maine, nqiorled the same without amendment: it 
waa refernd to the Committee of the Whole Hoaaa. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, firom the Coaunittae on the 
Judiciary, to which wm refoned the bdl ftom the 
Senate to authorite tha Chiehasaw nation of Indians 
to inMibite a suit against the United States, reported 
the same without amendment: and, 

Oa motion of Mr. SAUNDERS, the same waa 
put on its passage, and passed. 

Rsports wdre flirther made from the Commitiss of 
Caaims by Mr. CHAPPELL. 

From tha Comiaittse of Ways and Means by 
Messrs. RATHBUN and G. DAVIS. 

From the Committee on Commerce by Messrs. 
J. P. KENNEDY and McCLELLAND. 

F(om the Committee on Public L«iida by Mr. J. 
W. DAVIS. 

Rsports ware mode from standing committsaB bar 
MesBW. BIDLACK, BENTON, J.TUOBdPBON, 
BARNARD, PARMENTER, BARRINOER, IX 
L. SEYMOUR, BRINKERHOFP, OWEN, 
HENLEY, PRATT, TAYLOR, DANA, HAR- 
PER, ADAMS, RAMSEV, J. STEWART, 
PHCENIX, NORRIS, and others, and the stand- 
iag oommilteea they rep rese n ted were disdiarred 
from all the basiaess whieh had been eemmittaa to 
them aad not hitherto reported upon. 

Mr. A. P. STONE offered a resolution to pay Si- 
mon Brown, the librarian of the House, tha same 
pay that waa allowed to hia predeceaaor. 

Air. HOPKINS moved an amendment, as a sub- 
stitute, to pay Charica StewaM fifty oenta per diem 
from the commencement of the seesion for Bis addi- 
tional services in opening and doaing the Houae on 
the Sabbath. 

The pi;evious question was moved; but on the 
question of seconoiag it, there was no quorum vo- 
ting. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to lay tha reaolution 
on the table; and on that he aaked the yeas and naya. 

The yeas and itays were not ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTONasked for tdlen; and Messrs. 
CaDin and Hopcnra were appointed; and dwy re- 
ported ]6 in the affirmative, and 64 in the negative 
— no quorum voting. 

After aome oonveraation between Messrs. 
ADAMS, HOPKINS, HAMLIN, A. P. STONE, 
and the SPEAiCER, 

liie question waa taken on the motion to lay on 
the table; and no ouorum voting, 

Bdr. BRINKERHOFF called the yeaa and naya. 
This was ruled out of order, the yeaa and nays- 
having previoody beanre f paed. 

The£u>EAKER counted the House and ascer- 
tained that 135 members— 3S more than a quorum — 
were in attendance. 

Mr. WELLER and Mr. ADAMS called for 
another diviaion. 

The SPEAKER said there ww undoabtcdly a 
quorum pcesaot; aa the vote would diow if members 
would vote. 

Mr. WELLER si^gcsted that a quorum would 
be found if tha Chair would requeat gsmlemett to 
vote by rising. They were too Uoy to pass be- 
tween the tellers. [Laughter.] 

The qoeetion was once more taken, and tlte vole 
stood— ayea 43, noes 7fr— a quorum. 

So tha Honaa tefused to htf on thetri>le. 

The question recurring on ordering the main 
q n eat i oa, 

Some converaaiion, on a point of order, aroce in 
which Measrs. McKAY and ADAMS partiei- 
palad. 

Mr. HOPKINS modified hia amendment to make 
it an addition to the reaphttion. 
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The main quMtion was ordered. 

Mr. A. P. STONE modified the Veaolution by ac- 
cepting the amendment. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nayi 
on the roRoIulion aa modified; which were ordered. 

The question was taken, and vote stood — yeas 
99, navs 44. 

So the reaolutira vaa agreed to. 

CHICKASAW INDIANS. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON wished the aUention of 
the Honse for a few minutes. The House had 
this mominj^ passed and sent to the Senate a 
bill to authorize suits to b« brooeht against the gor- 
emment of the United States in ftiTor of the Cbickaf 
saw Indians — a bill which he considered very inju- 
riooa to the inttoest of the Indiana a« well aa of the 
United States. He wished the House to have an 
apportnnity to reconsider the vote. 
Mr. RBDINO moved to reconsider the bill. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON remarking that it was 
necessary, before they could act on the motion, to 
get the bill back from the Senate, moved a resolution 
requesting the Senate to return the bill. 

Mr. SAUNDERS replied to what he considered 
some very round statements of Mr. Jorkson, impli- 
catingthe Judiciary Committee of the Senate, and 
opposed the resolution. 

Mr. C.JOHNSON said, if he could get the at- 
tention of the House for a few minutes, he would 
slate his objections to the passage of this bill. It 
authorized the Chickasaw nation to bring suit against 
the United States in the district court of this Dis- 
trict, for the amount of this trust fund of some mil- 
lions of dollar*. He had, on a previous occasion, 
statM to the House that one among the first princi- 
ples established in the government, and acted on ever 
binoe its formation, was that the United States 
should never be brought into court to answer to its 
citizens. The reason was a very obvious one. The 
United States, in such c&ses, must always lose, be- 
cause they would be decided on ex parte statements, 
to which the district attorney must, of necessity, 
file an insufficient answer. If suits of this nature 
were authorized, they might as well authorize suits 
for every claim against the government on the cal- 
endar. Why make the distinction, and give this 
case a preference over other claims against the gov- 
ernment? At the last session of Congress suits were 
authorized against the United States in some land 
cases, and he should not be surprised if the amount 
involved some fifteen millions of dollars. He ex- 
pressed hTs regret that this case was not sent to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which properly had 
charge of subjects of this nature, instead o( the Ju- 
diciary Committee. He thought this bill would be- 
a material injury to the Indians themselves. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said that one of the objections 
of the gentleman was that the principle had been 
established that the govetnmeot was never to be 
sued by its citizens. But the getilleman admitted 
that there had been several luoh cases, one of which 
occurred last winter. That objection, therefore, fell 
10 the ground. He contended that there was no 
case which would, with more propriety, be brought 
into the courts than <thia. The gentleman endeavored 
as usual to alarm the House by stating the lai^ 
•mount of the suui involved, but he was satisfied 
that the amount would not be more than $120,000 — 
the greater part of the trust fund had been properly 
aeoounted for. 

Mr. S. here explained the item that had been 
chaiged against the Indians, and to which they dis- 
sented, and said that this item only would be brought 
before the court, and not the whole amount of the 
trust ftind, as the gentleman stated. He did not be- 
lieve that the United Slates would suffer injusiice 
by bringing this matter into court, for he could not 
believe that a<:ourt of high standing, like that of this 
District, would permit any injustice to be done. 
There was leas danger of injnstioe in this particular, 
as there was an apjmal to the Supi«me Court. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON inquired of the gentleman if 
this bill did not authorize the suits to be brought for 
the whole of this trust fund. 

Mr. SAUNDERS did not understand it so. He 
thought that only a part of the fund was to be sued 
for. 

Mr. C JOHNSON wished to hear an exf lana^ 
tion from the gentleman from Mississippi, who was 
on that committee, and whg was famliar with ths 
whole subject. 

The question was then put on laying the resolution 
on the table. 

Tellers were called for and ordered-, and Meaan. 



Hahmctt aitd Tcckkr were appointed, and they 
reported 49 in the affirmative, and 65 in the nega- 
tive. 

So the motion did not prevail. 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved the previous question; 
and it was sustained by the House. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on re- 
considsnng. 

Mr. WHITE insisted that the House could not 
reconsider a vote on a bill which was not before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the recon- 
sideration. 

Tellers were called for and ordered, and Messrs. 
Grinnbli. and Dillimoham were appointed; and 
they reported 65 in the affirmative, and 13 in the 
negative— no quorum voting. 

A long conversation and mutual explanadons en- 
sued between Mr. SAUNDERS, Mr. WELLER, 
(who was acting as Speaker pro ton.,) Mr. C. 
JOHNSON, and others. 

The SPEAKER (Mr. Jomt having resumed the 
chair,) stated the question as it stood. 

Mr. WHITE again stated his point of order. He 
insisted that the question of reconsideration could 
not be entertained until the bill itself was in posses- 
sion of the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that the Chair decided 
that same question at the last session. The gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. White] took an appeal 
,^t that time; but the House then sustained the de- 
cision of the Chair. The Chair now entertained the 
same opinion. 

After further conversation between Mr. WHITE 
and the SPEAKER, 

The SPEAKER suggested the propriety of first 
passing the resolution requesting the Senate to send 
back the bill. 

The resolution accordingly came up, and was 
agreed to. 

The motion to reconsider was then postponed for 
the present, and until a message from the Senate in 
return was received. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the report of the 
Committee of Conference on the civil and diploma- 
tic appropriation bill was taken up and read ay die 
clerk. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House conoar in 
the report of the Committee on Conference, and 
with the consent of the House, he would make a 
very brief explanation of the several items. 

gries of "Wo, no: we'll agree to the report."] 
r. McKAY proceeded in a hurried manner to 
run over the several amendments and the recommen- 
dations of the Committee on Conference thereon. 
In relation to China, the House had originall ap- 
propriated |9,000 salary, and |9,000 outfit for a 
minister to that empire; the Senate had reduced (he 
appropriation, and the grade of agent to that of 
commissioner. The committee recommended to the 
House, to recede, on a statement from Mr. Cushing, 
that the Chinese government would not receives 
minister, and it would be sufficient to send a simple 
commissioner there. The House had yielded the 
appropriation for pay and mileage to John M. 
Botts. Thev had also yielded the item relative to 
Mexican inaemnities, with a proviso that the ap- 
propriatioB therefor should not be made unless it 
was satiabctorily made to appear to the government 
that the money has been received by the agent of 
the United States, in such a manner as to discharge 
the Mexican government; (it was required that it 
should be delivered in Vera Cruz;) and also that the 
agent of the United States having received this 
money was in default in paying it over to the 
United Slates. The House had uso yielded to the 
Senate the appropriation of ^8,000 for paving and 
repairing Pennsylvania avenue. 

Mr. McK., oiler reference to the other details, 
moved the previous question on concurring in the 
report of the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if the question was di- 
visible, so as to vote on separate items. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. The re- 
port must be adopted entire or rejected. 

The previous question was seconded; the main 
question was ordered; and, being taken, the report 
of the committee was concurred m. 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS' TO THE PRES- 
IDENT TO-DAT. 

Mr. McKAY moved a auspemuoD of the joint 



rule, prohibiting the sending o( any biHs to the 
President for his signature upon the bat day of the 
session, as far as related to the appropriauon bith 
for the Military Academy, the army, and navy, for 
post roads, for fortifications, and the civil and diplo- 
matic service. 

Mr. McCLiBLLAND moved to amend the reso- 
lution, ao as to provide for a general suspension in 
regard to all bills passed. 

The previous question was demanded. 

Mr. McKAY withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. SLIDELL and several other gentlemen ad- 
dressed the Chair, and Mr. S. renewed the prop- 
osition of amendment as an original proposition. 

Mr. McKAY claimed that he stilt held the floor, 
and he renewed his proposition, and demanded 
thereon the previous question, (wiuch, if aoMaiaed, 
would cut off amendments. 

The SPEAKER gave the floor to 

Mr. SLIDEIX, who moved the general suspen- 
sion of the said rule. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to inquiry of Mr. 
HonarOH, dedded that a vote of two-thirds was re- 

Juired only for a suspension of a rule of this House, 
n this case of the suspension of a joint rule, dw 
vote of a majority was sufficient to suspend it. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nay^ 
which were ordered. 

The question was taken, and reaalted in yeas 181, 
nays 47. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House take a re- 
cess from 3 to 5 o'clock. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend the motion, by 
making the recess from 2 o'clock to 5; whkh was 
rejected. 

The question was put on Mr. McKat's molioo, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HARALSON moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Umon. 

The CHAIR said that the business before the 
House was the motion to reconsider the vote on 
passing the bill to enable the Chickasaw Indians to 
institute a suit against the United Stales, dfcc 

At the reoueet of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the biO 
was then read; and 

At the request of Mr. SAUNDERS, the report 
was read. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON explained the object ^rf • 
tho-bOI. 

Mr. SAUNDERS repUed. 

Mr. THOMPSON continued the debate. He 
warmly opposed the bill. 

Mr. TUCKER opposed the reconaideration, and 
defended the bill. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

The main question was ordered, and being taken, 
the vote by which the bill was passed was recon- 
sidered. 

The question recurring on the passage of the hill, 

Mr. JOHN P.KENNEDY called the prevkxit 
<)ueslion; which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on 
the table; but withdrew the demand, content to hare 
the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and 
being taken, resaltea yeas 81, nays 86. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. ROBERTS asked leave to ofiler a resolatioa 
directing the Secretary of War to institute an iaves- 
tigation into the investment and disbuaement of tb; 
Cnickasaw fond arising under die treaties of 183i 
and 1834, and to request the Chidcasaws to coUert 
any information contained in said nation in regard to 
said fiind, and to report the result of such mvesti- 
gation at the next session of Coi^ress. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY moved to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
to take up the fortification biU. 

Mr. THOMPSON and Mr. CAVE JOHNSON 
wished to brineup other bills respectivriy; but 

Mr. KEINNEDY declined to waive his motion. 

The question was taken, and At moticm was re- 
jected. 

NEW POST OFFICE LAW — TIME WHEN TO 
TAKE tiFCECT. 
Mr. PRESTON KING aaked thegenttal conaeBt 
of the House to offer atoint reaohMioii in reference 
to the post offise law. The design of that law was, 
that it should go into operation on the 1st of July, 
but there were different construetioiis of Uie law. 
He wiilbed to offer a reaolotion to 4edare that it 
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ahould go into efiSsct on and after the lat of July 
next, and not sooner. 

Objection* being made, 

Mr. K. moTed a suapension of the rules for the 
reception of the reaolution: carried, ayee 104, 
noea 16. 

The joint reaolution waa then three timearead, 
and paaaed under the operation af the previous 
question. 

On motion of Mr. CAUSIN, the 16th joint rule 
of the two Houses was suspended in order to send 
this resolution to the Senate. 

UGHT-HOVSES. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY said there was a bill 
which had passed the Committee of the Whole at 
the last session, and which now require for a dis- 
posal but a vote of the Honse. He moved to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose of takine up the bill 
"authorizing the erection of certain Ueht-liousea. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to sBspend the rules. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON rose to a priTileged question. 
Hemored to reconsider the vote by which, a few 
days since, the report of the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, in relation to the chai]|es of extra va- 

Snce under the administration of Lieut. McLangh- 
was ordered to be printed. 

Wr. J. explained that his object in moving this 
reconsideration waa, to offer a resolution instructing 
the Secretary of the Navy to institute an inquiry in- 
to this subject. He bad witnessed nothing in his 
legislative career so outrageous upon the govern- 
ment as this case; and be wished it AiUy investiga- 
ted. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY inquired of Mr. Johksok 
if this same subject had not been investigated at the 
27th Congress, and fully discussed in the public 
journals and before the country. He trusted a con- 
troversy of this sort would not be reopened. 

Mr. P. B. JOHNSON (a member of the commit- 
tee from whom this report was made) said it was 
true that the subject was under consideration at the 
27lh Congress; but it was not <ully investigated. 
He proceeded to make a brief explanation on the 
subject, in the course of which he gave, as his opin- 
ion, that if the accounts of Lieut. Mcliaughlin were 
honesdy settled, he would be found a debtor of 
1^14,000 or over to the government. 

A further brief conversational debate aros^ in 
which Messrs. GRIDER, HARDIN, and HALfi, 
participated. 

Mr. P. B. JOHNSON was proceeding with his 
remarks; when 

The hour of 3 o'clock having arrived, 

The House took a recess to 4 o'clock. 

EVENIITG SESSION. 

The question recurred on reconsidering the yote 
by which the report was laid on the table and print- 
ed; and. after come remarks from Mr. P. B. JOHN- 
SON, J. P. KENNEDY, and C. JOHNSON, 

The motion for reconsideration was carried under 
the operations of tbe previous question. 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
report on the table, it was carried; and 

The question being put on the motion to print the 
report, it was rejected. '« 

Mr. C.JOHNSON then offered a resolution, that 
the Secretary of the Navy be directed to cause a full 
investigation to be made mto the expenditures of the 
Florida squadron under the command of laeut. J. 
T. McLaughlin, and report the same to the next ses- 
sion of Congress, with his opinion of the propriety 
of the said expenditures, staling the amount ex- 
pended, and the amount that would have been neces- 
sary. 

Objections beinji made, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules; 
which motion prevailing, under the operation of the 
previous question the resolution was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into a Commiuee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. HoruNa of Virginia in the chair,) 
and took up the Senate's amendmenu to the Indian 
appropriation bill — 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the said amendments 
were agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. OWEN, the committee then 
took up the bill from the Senate to establish the 
Smithsonian institute; and after solae remarks ftom 
Mr. ADAMS, Mr. OWEN, and others, 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the bill be laid aside; 
which was agreed t*. 

On motion by A. V. BROWN, the com<aitte»took 



up the bill supplemental to the act to provide for the 
admission of Iowa into the Union. 

The bill was amended, and then laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

On tha motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee 
next took ip the joint resolution from the Senate to 
authorize tie appointment of additional inspectors at 
the port of New Orleans; tmd having considered it, it 
was laid aside to be reported to the House. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee 
rose and reported these bills to the House, where the 
amendments made by the Committee of the Whole 
were concurred in, and they were read a third time, 
and passed. 

And the rules were sivpended that the Iowa bill 
might be sent to tbe Senate. 

The House then again res<dved itself into Com- 
mittee otihe Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Hopxnii 11 the chair,) and topk up, on the motion 
of Mr. SAUNDERS, the bill in relation to printing 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of tbe United 
States. 

This bUI was debated by Mr. SAUNDERS, Mr. 
C. JOHBSON, Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR, Mr. 
PRATT, and others. 

Mr. PAATT submitted an amendment to provide 
for the purchase of 30,000 copies of Franklin's joui^ 
nal for the mechanics of tbe country. 

The Tote was taken by Messrs. Deluet and 
Saundiks, as tellers, and they reported 59 in the 
affirmative, and 58 in the negative. So the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The bill was then bid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it be rejected. 

On the motion of Mr. ORINNELL, the commit- 
tee next took up the Senate bill to provide for the 
transmission of mails between the United States uid 
foreign countries. 

The bill having been read, with the amendment 
of the Committee on the Post OfBae and PostRmids, 
the question being taken, the amendment waa 
adopted. 

Mr. ORINNELL, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, moved an amendment 
authorizing the Postmaster Qeneral, if in his opinion 
the public interests require, to make contracts for 
not exceeding ten years for the transportation from 

eloee to place in the United States by steam, on the 
^ulf of Mexico, the Mississippi, Ac.: adopted. 

Tbe bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to take up the bill to 
legalize the sales of certain lands made at the Colum- 
bus and Chocchuma land offices, Mississippi, (in 
ftvor of the Chickasaw Indians:) rejected — ayes !Si, 
noes not counted. 

Mr. W. HUNT moved to take up the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton. 

The motion was decided out of order, the bill be- 
ing not in this committee, but in the Committee of 
the Whole House. 

FOLRIDA. 

On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, the bill sup 
plementary to the act to provide for the admission 
of F%>rida into the Union, was taken up. 

The bill havir^ been read by the Clerk, 

Mr. DANIEX moved an amendment to reduce 
the number of district judges from three to two.- 

Mr. H. HAMLIN moved to amend the amend- 
ment so as to provide but one district judge. 

Mr. H. briefly advocated thA amendntent. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN made some remarks in op- 
position to the amendment. 

The debate was ftirther continued by Messrs. 
HAMLIN, RATHBUN, HOLMES, DANIEL, 
BAYLY, and DARRAOH. 

"Die CHAIRMAN put the question on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Hamlih,] 
and it was agreed to; and the amendment as amend- 
ed waa agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON submitted an amendment to in- 
crease the salaries of the district judges of Ohio, 
Illinois, Indiana, and Missouri, to (jl,500. 

The amendment was debated by Mr. VINTON, 
Mr. SAUNDERS, Mr. McDOWELL, Mr. ROB- 
ERT SMITH, and Mr. E. J. MORRIS; the 
amendment was then agreed to. 

The bHl waa then amended in some unimportant 
partieulan on the motion of Mr. HAMLIN; and 
the salary of the judge was fixed at |2,000 on the 
motion of Mr. RATHBUN. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN said it would be better to 
strike out aU the sections of tbe lull but the two 
first, sinee these -amendiaents had been made, and 



Isave those in relation to the judiciary of Florida to a 
more liberal Congress. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. McClelland moved that the committee 
take up the bill for the relief of certain railroad 
companies in the State of Michigan. 

The vote was taken by Messrs. Slidell and Jo- 
iBPH A. Wbiobt, tellers; and they reported 74 in 
the affirmative, and 38 in the negative— no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the committee 
rise, and report the bills acted upon. 

The CHAIRMAN said such a report could not 
be made without a quorum. ' 

Mr. a. W. JONES said there was evidently a 
quorum present. 

The committee then agreed to rise, and rose ac- 
cordingly, and reported progress. 

THE SPEAKER. 

The Speaker having left tbe chair, and it bebig 
temporuily occupied by Mr. Botd.— 

Mr. WHITE offered the following resolution; 
which was unanimously adopted: 

RUokitd, That tba thanks of tbb Houe be tendered to 
the Hon. John W.JoNct for the able, impartial, and digni- 
fied manner in which he liu diicbarged the duUu of Speak- 
er of thia Houie during the 38th Congreaa. 

ARABIAN HORSES. 

Mr. HAMMETT, on leave, mtroduced a bill to 
authorize the sale of two Arabian horses, presented 
to the President of the United States by the Imaum 
of Muscat; which was three times read, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. H., the J 6th joint rule was 
suspended, to send this bill to the Senate. 

DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

The bill just reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to provide for . 
the purchase and distribution of the reports of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court came up, having 
been reported with the recommendation of the com- 
mittee that it be rejected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on' 
the table, and on this motion asked the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

[A message was received from the President of 
the United States, ioformin;; the House that he had 
appMved and sinied the bill to provide for the ad- 
misaian into the Union of Iowa and Florida.] 

The question was taken, and the vote stood — yeas 
71j'nays68. 

BO the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had found cor-- 
rectly enrolled several bills; which received the 
sianoture of the Speaker. 

Mr. REDINO made a similar report. 

Mr. k. J. MORRIS moved that the Honse re- 
solve iuelf into a Committee of the Whole House, - 
for tbe purpose of taking up thebill for the relief of 
theheirsof Robert Fulton, deceased; which motion 
was rejected. 

Mr. BURKE offered a resolution in the usual- 
form to auspend debate in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, on the bill to establish 
the Smithsonian Institute, in ten minutes after again 
goii» into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; which motion was decided in the affir- 
mative — yeas S5, nays 60. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole of the state of the Union. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee 
took up the naval appropriation bill, which came 
back from the Senate with certain amendments. 

The item of f 100,000 for dothine, was rednced to 
160,000 on the motion of Mr. McKat. 

Several other amendments were cancturred' io col- 
lectively. 

Mr. McKAY stated aome objections to an itsm 
appropriating |35,000 for three marine hospitals, at 
Pittsburg, LouisvUle, and Cleveland. 

Mr. TOTTER replied. 

On this question tellers were ordered, and Messrs. 
SuDCLL and RoBCRTs were appointed; and they re- 
ported 68 in the affirmative, and 46 in tht negative. 

So tbe amendment of the Seiiata was conctimd in. 

Tbe next amendment waa an additional section 
in relation to the publication of advertisements, being 
proposals for contracts. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved, as an amendment, a pro- 
vision for the paymeot to purser Zontxinger of the 
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•mount -of eertunatorea viiidito had fafM diMcUd 
by <ke eaian9«ndalr;i>f tb* KCMrt in Whkh he verrod 
to throw oTeri>oauil, under ciicaiBMaMM whidi jo*- 
tUM.tbe o|<d«r ■nd.tbo WMpplianM thwewith. 
' Tne CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

TtmOMition wwtbaa (aken on (he eatendnient 
eif tike aeiuUe, and itwya ooocumd in — 73in the 
■ArmetiTe, and 46 in the ptfttkr: 

The conunittea then cpea, and the bill* ware re- 
port^ to the Houae, ajid the action ef the eommittae 
waaaneed to. 

On the motion of Mr. McBLA. Y, the fortifioation 
Ull «a« taken up for tlia coaaidetHlion of aeTeral 
ammdroenla on which the two Houaee differed. 

Mr. MeKAY nadaaoiaa ezphimtiona in relation 
thereto. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the Hoote inaiat on 
thc^ diaagreement; and to the amendiMBt of the 
Senate aK»opnatiiif #60,000 for a eaa wall in Bos- 
ton harbor, and to other amendmeota, aak a eom- 
mittee of oonforenee; and moved the previoua ques- 
tion. " 

Afier a word from Mr. WINTHROP in reply to 
Mr. McKAY, and aome farther oon^enation by 
Meswa. ADAMS, and DBOMGHMLE, and the 
I^EAKER, on a poiat of order, 

Mr. McKAY modified his motion, and moved to 
ailhere to the diaagreement of the amendment ef the 
Staate, and renewed the demand for the previous 



Mr. ADAMS moved that the House recede, 
(which takes priority of the motion to adhere,) and 
aupported his motion in brief remarks. 

Mr. MeE^Y moved the previous question; which 
was. seconded. 

Tbt main question — being on the motion to re- 
cede—was ordered. 

Mr. WnrTHROP called for the reading of the 
UD: wUch was refused. 

The ^uestieB was tlien taken on the motion to re- 
, cede, the veaa asd nays having been aaked and or- 
dered, ana reaulted— yeas S5, nays 88. 

So the House refused to recede. 

Mr. HOLMES moved the noonsideration of the 
vols just taken, and made some remarka in support 
oftMrnotian. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made some remarks in oppo- 
sition to the motion, and moved the previous ques- 
tion, whieh was seeonded by the House; and un- 
der its operation the motion was rejected. 

Mr. MoKAY dian moved that the House adhere 
to its disnneemeat, and moved ttie ptevioaa qnes- 
tioa, whi<£ was seeonded by the House, and the 
main question was ordered. 

Mr. WINTHRQP called for the yeas and nays, 
whieh were ordoe^ and the question being taken, 
it was decided in the afirmaiivo-^eas t§, naya 
S6. 

Mr. McKAY moved that a committee of coofor- 
ence be appointed, which was screed to; and the 
Chair appoiated Mr. McKat, Mr. DaoNooouc, 
and Mr. G. Oath, on the part of the House. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the naval appro- 
priatioa IhU was once more taken up; and the Houae 
waiated on its disagreement, and appointed a com'- 
mittee of eonforence on its part. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the army appro- 
nrialion hill, whieh had been sent back to the House 
mm the Senate, was eommitlsd to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and the 
House then reaolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union thereon, (Mr. 
Ben in the chair.) 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee concur 
in the amendmentsof the Senate. 

The qneatioa was taken, and the committee eon- 
eurred m dteamendmema of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. MoKAV, the committee rose 
and reported its action to the Huuse. 

The question being on agreeing to the report of 
the Committee of the Whow on the state of the 
Union, WM takes, and the report was agreed to. 
FOREIGN P08TAGZ. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY called for the considera- 
tion (^ the bill on the table for the tranimlision of 
the mail between the United States and foreign 
cotuitiias. ^ 

Mr. OARRETT DATIS submitted to the oour- 
teaiy and iustiee of the House to go into Committee 
of tiie Whole to take up private bilb which had 
paaaed the Senate, and been reported on fikvorably 
by oomrnhteea of the Houee. 

POST ROADI. 

The SPEAKER suggsated the propriaty of taking 



up the bill appropriating for certain post routes 
(which had just been Tctumed from the Henate.) h 
was a very long bill, and was neness a ry to be taken 
up immediately. 

The euggeation was acquieaced in, and the bill 
appropriating for certain post roads, was taken up, 
aad the amendments of the Senate thereto were read. 

Mr. HOPKINS said there waano objettion to the 
amendments of the Senate, except that cstabHshing 
a post route to Oregon. He hoped die question 
would be taken on aS except that to Oregon. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the House concur 
in all the amendments. 

Mr. PRATT wished to offer an amendment to 
this amendment 

The amendments were all eoneutred in with this 
exception. 

The amendment estaUiahing a post route to Ore- 
gon was concurred in. 

Mr. SLIDELL, at the request of Mr. C. Jomt- 
iOH, moved to reconsider the vole concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate for a poet route to Ore- 
gon. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON briefly expressed die hope 
that it would be reconsidered. It would cost tne 
government, he said, f 100,000. 

Mr. CROSS oppoaed the motion te reconsider. 

Mr. HAMMETT was a friend to Oregoi^— to 
our occupying Oregon; but he bdieved, in the an- 
nals of liigisUtion, there was nothing more Quixotic 
than this amendment, which had been adopted in 
the Senate contrary to expectation. He hop«l, af- 
ter having thrown the department already on the 
treasury, diat they would notfbrther burden it in so 
wild a manner. 

[A meassfjs was received from the Senate trans- 
mitting certain billsj 

Mr. RATHBUN called for the readii« of the 
amendment in question; which was read by the 
Clerk. 

Alter a word of explanation, showing (as waa 
understood) that the matter was left by this amend- 
ment at the discretion of the Postmaster General — 

Mr. R. moved the previous question; iriiich was 
seconded. 

The main question was ordered, and, being taken, 
the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. HOPKINS now moved that the House non- 
concur in the amendment. 

The question being token, the Houae non-oeneor- 
red in the amendment. 

FORJEIGN POSTAGE. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY repeated hie call for the 
consideration of the bill to provide for the transmis- 
sion of the mail between the United States aad foi^ 
ei^ countries, and for other purposes. 

xhe amendments of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union were concurred in, and 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

REVENUE CUTTERS AND STEAMERS. 

Mr. RAYNEIR asked if it was not in order to 
call up the bill passed by the Senate, by the consti- 
tutiomd majoriqr of two-thirds, sgainst the veto of 
the President. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would be in order. 

The bill concerning the building of revenue cut- 
ters and steamers (which had been returned to the 
Senate by the President with his objections, and 
which the Senate had paaaed by a two-thirds vote) 
came up, with the oojections of the President 
thereto. 

The veto message of the President, and the bill it- 
ttW, were read. 

The SPEAKER observed that the question be- 
fore the House was, "Shall this bill pass, notwith- 
standing the objections of the President thereto?" 

Mr. BAYLY said that, if the Houae would give 
him their attention for a few moments, he would 
give them the reaaons why this veto wai made, and 
satisfy them that this bill ought not to pass. Under 
the law OS it at present stM>d, the nesident hsd 
made contracts for building two iron steamers, one 
at Richmond and one at Pituburg; and the contracts 
having been signed, sealed, and delivered, the con- 
tractors had commenced purchaaing materials for 
die woric. If this bill passed, it wouM be a virtual 
repudiation of a solemn contract, which the Presi- 
d«Dthad a right to makei, and cause great injury to 
innocent petaons, for whieh they could have no re- 
dress but by petitioning Congrees. The steamen 
were wanted for the public service, and would have 
to be built, even if thi* law shouU pass. Mr. B. 
ronclndad by moving the previous (^lestion. 



Mr. WM. J. BROWN made a report on enrolled 
bUls. 

Mr. RAYNER roae, and was about to addica 
the Chair; when 

Mr. BAYLY contended that he had not yielded 
the floor, except for the purpoae of allowing the 
gentleman from Indiana to make a rwort on eorMcd 
bills. 

The CHAIR decided that the gentleman ftom 
North Carolina was not entitled to ate floor. 

Mr. RAYNER appealed, and on talcing the qoea- 
tionon the appeal, the decision of the Chair was 
sustained by the House. 

Mr. DROMaOOI.B, ftom As Committee of Con- 
ference, appointed to ooofer witha like eommiuee of 
the Senate, on the diaagieeing votes of theiws 
Houses in relation to the amendmenu Jo the fecti- 
fication bill, reported that the said Comoiities of 
Conference were unaUe to agree. 

The previous question being seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was taken as ths constitulion re- 
quires, by yeas and nays, snd the roll of the mem- 
bers having been celled about half throogh, 

Mr. BAYLY rose to a queation of Older. Point- 
ing to the dock, the hand of which was justst 19, 
he said that it had been stof^wd for five la i n ni ra, 
and that by the constitution the Houss wu ad- 
journed. [Load cries of order, order, and go on, 
go on.] 

The derkproceeded. 

Mr. BAYLY again rose; and, amid loud crieaof 
Older, order, aaid that he rose to a constitutionsl 
quesuon. llie hour had passed at which the House 
could constituuonally do oosiness. 

The SPEAKER said he eouM not entertain any 
motion while the Houae was dividing, snd ordocd 
the dcrk to ptooeed. 

The roll having been called over a few names 
more, 

Mr. BELSER arrested the call, and said that 13 
o'dock had passed, and that the House could not 
lawfully transact business. [Cries of order, order, 
and go on with the call.] 

The Clerk then proceeded, and finished calling the 
roll, when the vote was announced by the Cluir, 
as yeas 136, qays 31. 

So the SPEAKER annotmced that the bill w*> 
passed by the constitutional majority of two-third% 
the President's veto notwithstsnd/i^. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, when hu nante waa called, 
answered that he would not vote after 13 o'clock. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON submitted areaolotioe 
having in view a prospective arrangement of the 
seats of the House of Representativca; but the rales 
wen tiot suspended for its reception. 

Mr. WINTHROP addressed the House in fttor 
of the appointment of another committee of coo- 
fl»enceonthe fortification bill. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped it would not be tlie 
pleasura of the House to make this proposition. If 
another committee of conference was to be appoisl- 
ed, let the proposition come from the Senate. 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the previoua question. 

[Mr. WILLIAM J. BROWN, from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, reported that the comaiit- 
tee had found correctly engrossed severtd bilk 
which received the signal&re of the Speaker.] 

The previous question was seconded, the naiii 
question was ordered, and, being taken, was decided 
in the nwative— «yes S8, noes 70. So the motioo 
of Mr. WiHTBaor waa rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY, in order again to bring the tm 
Houses together on this unfortunate diaagreemeni, 
moved that the House still fUriher adhere to tltar 
disagreement with the Senate. 

Mr. HALE moved to Ulj the bill on the table. 

The SPEAKER dedded the motion out of onler 

lie motion was agieed to. 

IOWA AND FLORIDA. 

On naotion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, the bill up- 
plementary to the act to provide for tba admisafoa of 
Florida and Iowa into the Union, was takes up. 

The amendments of the Comtattee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union were agreed to. 

The bill was read a third time and pasasd. 

Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR called fbr die co>- 
aidesation of the amesrfments to a bill for the en^ 
rectionofadencaletror in the Ull passed fortbe 
rdief of Hwvey * Slsgw, of New York. 

The amendments of the Senate were ococurreil io. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, aobmiaed 
after aone conversation, by geoaial fon aws t the it- 
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parts of the minoiity and of the niajority in the mm 
of Lieut. McLuigfalia were ordered to be printed. 

Tfaeamendinenlsof the Senate to the bula for the 
relief of John E. Wright, Eliza Merrell, and Sam- 
uel , were concurrad in. 

Mr. ALFRED P. STONE moved a resolution 
for extra pay to messengers. 

ObjeetJons were made. 

Mr. w kTJ.F.R moved that a message be sent to 
the Senate informing that body that this House, 
having disposed of uie bosinacs before them, was 
ready to adjourn iin« <&. 

Toe question being put, 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WELLER withdrew his motion- 
Mr. HUNT oSered a resolution idlowing extra 
pay to certain measengeiai but objections being 
made, the resohition was not reeeivsd. 

Several exeeotiveeoaiBMnicationa were presented 
by the Speaker, and laid on the taUe, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WETHERED moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House 
on private bills: rejected. 

Mr. OWEN moved that the Committee of the 
Whole House be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Seth M. Leav- 
enworth; but the motion was rejected. 

On motion by Mr. WELLER, 

Oritred, That • mwaaga be mit to the Senate, inTonBins 
that t>odv that the Hone bevins aiiiihe<l the legUlatiTe 
boeiaew befora them, were ready to atUosm. 

Mr. WELLER submitted a resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to wait on the Preaident 
of the United State*, and inform him that the House 
having finished the legislative business before them, 
were ready to adjonm, provided that he has 
no further communications to make. 

The resoluuon having been a^eed to, Messrs. 
Wbllbr and Wmrakor were appointed. 

Mr. CRANSTON asked leave to praseat the !«•> 
olutions of the general assembly of the ftate of 
Rhode Island, remonstrating against the annexation 
of Texas. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. CRANSTON moved to saq>end the rules, 
but the motion was not agreed to. 

A great variety of motion* were made, but as ob- 
jection was mads in each case, they were not r^ 
oeived. 

It was now nearly two o'clock, and Mr. W. J. 
BROWN reported the last enrolled taU ftom th« 
Committee on Enrolled bill*. 

UGHT HOUSES. 

Mr. SCHENCK, at the special instanoe of hi* 
firiend Atm Sooth Carolina from the Charieston 
district, [Mr. Houwt,] said he made a motion to 
lake up the ligfatJiouBe bill, (lao^iter.) 

The motion was r^eeied. 

Mr. PATERSON moved a resohilion directing 
the Clerk of the House to procure the quarto ed> 
tion of Lieutenant Wilkes's Etxi^oring Expedition 
for each congressional district in liie United States. 

Mr. P. oommenoed some remarks in advocacy of 
this resolution, but had not proceeded far, when he 
yielded amid mifth oonfuaion. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. P. moved a aospanuon of the rales for the 
reception of the rasdution. 

On this motion, no ooofiun voted. 

Mr. P. finally withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. G. W. JONES inquired if the President had 
not aigned all the bills presented to hira. [Cries of 
"Not all of them."] There wer* same he hoped h* 
would not sign. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved a suspension of the rales 
to take up the bill for the oonlinuatioo of the Cum- 
berland road, which had passed the Senate some 
time since. 

Mr. WELLER, firom the committee to wait on 
the President of the United States, said they had 
diw:harged their ^luty, and that they had been in- 
structed, by the Preudent of the United Slates, to 
say that he had no further communication to make 
to Congress, and to exp>«Ba to the members of both 
Houses his ardent desire that they might reach their 
respective homes in safety. 

It was now ten minutes past two. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that thaHouM adjourn 
antdit. 

The question having been taken, 



The SPEAKER rose and addressed the House 
as follows: 
Oentltmenj^lhe Unue ,qf Stfrtttntativti: 

The period has arrived which, for the Congress, 
terminates our labors as the representatives of the 
people; and we are very soon to part, it may be to 
meet no more. And before I perform the last o^ 
ficial duty *f my station, allow me to return to vou, 
gentlemen, my sincere thanka for the very kina ex- 
pression of approbation of my conduct which yoiU 
resolution, just adopted, conveys; and to say, that 
if, in the performance of a high public trust, you, 
with whom it has been my fortune and my pleasure 
to act, have seen anything in my course, as the pre- 
siding officer of this House, to commend, to assure 
you uat your approbation of my conduct, the high- 
est reward that a faithful public servant can ever re- 
ceive, afiTotds to me a satisfaction equalled only by 
that 1 enjoy arisine from a consciousness of having 
at all time* faithfully, to the best of my poor abili- 
ties, performed every public duty that has ever de- 
volved upon me. 

These duties, always important, always arduous 
and difficult, are often delicate in the extreme; and I 
have sometimes doubted whether the dignity and 
honor of the station, exalted as it is, more than 
compensates for the deep anxiety and core which its 
duties impose. "Its trappings all may see, but its 
anxieties and its trials must be endured to be under- 
stood." In their discharge I may, and doubtless 
have, often erred; but the generous confidence and 
support, the kind indulgence, which you have, un- 
der all eircumslanoes, extended to me, afford the 
sorest guaranty that my errors, whatever they may 
have been, have been errors of the head and not of 
the heart; and of this I desire no higher evidence 
than is aSbrded by your resolution, which has been 
this night adopted — a testimonial, gentlemen, that I 
shall long cherish aa one of the most i^easing recol- 
lections of my life. 

It has been been said that the power of legislation 
is the highest trust that man can confide to his Al- 
io w-man. If this be so, how strikingly most every 
member of this body be impressed with the in- 
eieaaed msgniture of the trast, in view of the mighty 
questions upon which you have been called i^xxi to 
act and to decide. There has, herhaps, been no pe- 
riod in the history of this government, when so many 
qoeitions of deep and pervading interest have agi- 
tated the public mind, and eningad the deliberations 
of the Acierican Congress. On one extreme of our 
Union an empire has oeen admitted into this great 
ooniedsracy; in another direction your lawa Save, 
so &r as regards the action of this House, been ex- 
tended beyond the Rocky mountains, reaching to the 
ahores of the Pacific; while Florida and Iowa, twin 
sisters, have been admitted into the Union on a 
footinf of perfea equality with their sister States. 
Thus have you enhuged the area of freedom, and 
secured to its inhabitants the blessings of civil lib- 
erty and of free government. 

That these great and agitating questions should 
have been discussed and deciMd in the spirit of 
entire calmness and moderation, was searcely to 
have been expected; and if, in the eoUisions or dis- 
cussion which heated debate ia but too apt to pro- 
duce, "an occasional spark of excitement shall have 
have been struck out," may not tiie hope be in- 
dulged "tloU, like that struck fi-om tiie flint, it will 
have been extbguished in the moment that gave it 
birth;" and tiiat in this the hoor of ourseparauon, it 
will be remembered only to warn os against its re- 
correnoein after time? 

May health and hapfMnsn attend you through 
lifb, and may yoo all retom in safety to the circle of 
your friends, and to the bosom of your femilies. 

It rsmains for me to announce tiiat this House 
stands adjourned sine die. 

The fbllowing notice of a petition, presented to- 
day, was hanmd to the r^iorter by the member 
presenting it: 

By Mr. A!>rD. STEWART: The petMon of cHlirai of 
Beaiemt coaotjr. Fensiylvaala, fiur iawrDvemeiit of lb* 
Fox ud Wifconsin riven: refensd to the CeaoilttM on 
Public LumU. 

~ THE INAUGURATION, fcc.""^ 

IN SENATE. 
ToBiDAT, March 4, 1845. 
At II o'clock, a. m., die Hon. WILUB P. 
MANQUM, President jiro ftm., of tit* Senate, call- 
ed the Senat* t« order. 
Mr. CRlTTGNOeN presenl«l the credentials of 



the Hon. Thomas Cojiwur, elected by th* leeislar 
ture of Ohio United States senator fVom that State 
for (he term of six years, firom {he 4tli of Mdith, 
1845} and they were read, and laid on the table. 

The fbllowing senators elect were tiieo.cttlled bn 
the President pro (em., and duly sworn aeqators of 
the United Stales for six years froip this dale: 

Hon. TaoMAt H. Burrou, rs-eleotsd senator fiMM 
Missouri 

Hon Lbwis Cass, eleeted Moator fi-om Micfakaii, 
in die room of Hon. Augustas 8. I^Htsr^ vtfsw' 
term ezpirtd. 

Hon. John M. CLAtrov, elected sensiior fVem 
Delaware, in the room of Hon. R. H. Bajwd, 
whose term of service expired. 

Hon. Tboma* Coawnr^ected senator from Ohio, 
in the room of Hon. Benjamin Tappan, whose 
term of service expired. 

Hon. WiixiAm L. Dattoh, eleeted senator flmn 
New Jersey, his appointment by the g^renor ot 
that State having expired. 

Hon. Daniel S. DicxiNiOK, elected senator fh>m 
New York, in the room of Hon. Silas Wright, re- 
signed, for residue of Mr. Wright's term. 

Hon. John FAiftrtcLD, elected senator fh>ro 
Maine, his appointment for die previous residue of 
a term expired. 

Hon. Albebt S. Oreehe, elected senator fron 
Rhode Island, in the room of Hon. John B. Fiuv- 
CK, whose tetn of service under appointment ex- 
pired. 

Hon. Jabez W. HntrroiGTaN, re-elected senator 
from Connecticut 

Hon. Revbbdt Jobkion, elected senator from 
Maryland, in the room of the Hon. Wmiam D. 
Merrick, whose term expired. 

Hon. Samdbi. S. Phbupi, re-elected soiator fhom 
Vermont. 

Hon. JesiB SreioHT, elected senator finm Miasit- 
sippi, in the room of Hon. John Henderson, whose 
term expired. 

Hon. Daniel Sturoboh, rejected Maator fkom 
Pennsylvania. 

Hon. Danibl WsaaTBa, elected senator fkom 
Massachusetts, in the room of Hon. BnfVM Choat*, 
whose term expired. 

The senators then present were, fhmi 

JItaiiw.— Hon. Qtmet Evens and Hon. Jeha 
Fairfield. 

Jfne Ib m gMr t — ^Hon. Ghas. O. Adierton an4 
Hon. Levi Woodbury. 

rirmwit —Hon. Samuel S. I%s)pB and Ho*. 
Wm. Upham. 

JIfsMseAuwttf.— Hon. Daniel Webeter. 

Bhoie Aland.— Hon. Albert C. Gnensand Hon. 
Simmons. 

Csmieeficiif. — Hon. Jabez W. Huntiiigion and 
Hon. John M. NOe*. 

Aiie Fort — Hon. Dwiei S. Dickinson nad Hon. 
John A. Dix. 

P«iMi^ <i a » < a . — ^Hon. James Buchanan and Hon. 
David Sturgeon. 

JVhe JbMW;— Hon. Wm. D. Dayton, and Hon. 
Jacob W.MSler. 

Detsiears. — Hon. Thomas Clayton and Hon. J. 
M. Clavton. 

JWaq^/md. — Hon. Reverdy Johnson. 

Firgtma.— Hon. Wm. S. Archsr. 

Jfortk Csrofiiub— Hon. Wm. H. Haywood and 
Hon. Willie P. Mangum. 

South CWoMna.— Hon. Daniel E. Hugar and 
Hon. Geo. McDoffi*. 

Geowio. — Hon. John M. Berrien and Hen. Wa!« 
tar T. Colquitt 

JUaianuu — ^Hon. Arthur P. Bagby and Hon. 
Dixon H. Lewis. 

Loutriaiia. — Hon. AltiTander Barrow and Hon. 
Henry Johnson. 

Miaurim. — ^Hon. Jesse E^fieight and Hon. Bot- 

A t si i s si— -Hwt. Chester Ashley and H911. Ani> 
brose H. Ssvier. 

<MliMil^_Hon. John J. Crittsndtn and Hon. 
Jaa. T. Morehaad. 

.Vijsiwrf.— Hon. David R. Atchison and Hon. 
Thos. H. Benton. 

fUinoii. — Hon. Sidney Breeseand Hon. JaiMs 
Semple. 

/luKsno. — Hon. Edward A. Hanneon. 

OUo— Hon. William Allan and Hon. Thomaa 
Corwin. 

.MieMrMi.— Hon. Lewi* Casa and Hon. WiUiani 
W~idbrii%«. 

Tmmmm.— Hon. Spencer Jatnagin.— 47. 
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Two abaent, viz: Hon. Isaac C. Bates, of Masaa- 
cbusetta,«nd Hon. James A. Pearce, of Miu-yjand. 

Thrae Tacaneies, viz: Viisinia, lodiaoa, and Ten-' 
neaaee. 

Then were also ^^reaent the judges of the Supreme 
Court, in their robjs;Hhe membera of the ex-cabinet, 
and the diplomatic corps. 

At balf-paat 11 o'clock, the Hon. G(eoiigb M. 
Dallas, Vic»-Preaid«nt-el«ct of the United Slatea, 
was introduced by the Comouttee of Arrangements, 
abd, beinf duly sworti by the President pro 
tern., took uie chair as President of the Senate, pur^ 
suaot to the constitution of the United States, and 
addressed the Senate as foUows: 

SEKAToaar In directing the Vice President to pre- 
side at the deliberations of this body, the constitu- 
tion of our coiutry aaaigns to him a sphere and a 
duty alike eminent and grateful. Without any of 
the cares of real power, with none of the leaponsi- 
bilitiea of legislation, except in rare conjunctures, be 
ia associated with the dignified delegates of republi- 
ean soTerei^tiea: be ia poated by uie entire Ameri- 
can people m your confederated council, partly, it 
would seem, aa an organ of freedom's fundamental 
principle of order, ana partly, perhaps, aa a mere 
symbol of that more popular and "more perfect 
union," on which depend the bleasinga of our 
peac«, independence, and liberty. His mission, 
Imnquil and unimposing, is yet noble in its origin 
and objects, and happy aa well aa proud in its rda- 
tions to you. 

. No one, gentlemen, can appreciate more highly, 
or recognise more deferentially, than does the in- 
cnmbenl of this chair, the powers, privileges, and 
rules or forms of the Senate of the United States. 
To maintain these, unimpaired and unrelaxed, he 
feels to be an officitil duty, second, in impressive ob- 
ligation, only to his constitutional allegiance. To 
their exercise the republic owes incalculable good; 
and through them has been gradually achieved a 
wide-spread fame for wiadom, justice, moderation, 
and eaciency, unaurpaaaed by any assemblage of 
atateamen in former or preaent times. A calm and 
well-adjuated syatem of action in this chamber, care- 
fully deviaed and steadily pursued by thoae who have 
preceded ua in it^hee indeed largely contributed to the 
undoubted aucceaa of our great political experiment. 
Instability, baaie, pro'rastiuation, discourtesy, and 
indecision, habilaally diaeountasianced and banished, 
leave, in undisturbed supremacy here, the powera 
of enlightened reaaon, and the vigor of practical pa- 
triotiam. Our countiy reapa thence aolid and aub- 
aluMial odvantagea in bar policy, iostitutiona, proa 
pacta, and renown. 

The citizen whom it has pleased a people to ele- 
vate by their suffrages from the pursuits of private 
and domestic life, may best evince his grateful sense 
of the honor thus conferred, by devoting his facul- 
ties, moral and intellectual, resolutely to their sei^ 
rice. This I shall do; yet with a diffidence 
unavoidable to one conscious that almost every 
step in his appointed path is to him new and 
untried, and sensible how dangerous a contrast must 
occur in the transfer of powers from practised to un- 
practised bands. In observing, however, upon this 
floor, a number of those experienced and skilful 
statesmen on whom the nation jusdy looks with 
pride and reliance, I am assured that there can 
be but little danger of public disadvantage 
fWim inadvertencies or mistakes, which their 
counsel may readily avert or rectify. And thus, 
^ntlemen, while aiming;, fhuikly and impar- 
tially, to exercise the funcuons of an unaccustomed 
Aation in the spirit of the constitution, for the en- 
larged and lasting purposes of a revered country, 
and with sincere good will towards all, I may cher- 
ish the encouragmg hope of being able, with the as- 
sent of an indulgent Providence, at once to perform 
my duty and to attract your confidence. 

At forty minutes past 11 o'clock, the Hon. James 
.K. Peut, President elect of the United Stages, ao- 
cimpaniedby the ex-Pre«identof the United States, 
ttte Hon. JoBM Ttler, was introduced by the cotn- 
mitiee of arrangemenia, and, having bowed to the 
assembled Senate, took bis seat in front of the deak of 
the Secretary of the Senate. 

At five minutes before 13 o'clock, the aiiaistant 
aergeant-atrarros of the Senate named the order of 
procession from the Senate Chamber to the platfonn 
at the east front of the Capitol, and the procession 
formed and proceeded accordingly, as follows: 

The Marshal of the District of Columbia; 

The Supreme Court of the United Stale*; 



The Sergeant-at-arms of Die Senate; 

The Committee of Arrangements; ' 

The Preindent elect, ex- Presidents, the Vice Pres- 
ident, and Seeretary of the Senate; 

The members of^e Senate; 

The Diplomatic Corps; 

The Mayors of Washington, Georgetown, and 
Alexandria, and the other persona before admitted on 
the floor of the Senate. 

On reaching the front of the portico, the President 
elect and Chief Justice took the seals provided 
for them; 

The ex-Preaidenta, the Committee of Arrange- 
mentfi, and Associate Justices of the Supieme Court, 
occupied a position several feet in the rear of the 
President elect. 

The Vice President, Secretary, and Members of 
the Senate, occupied parallel lines next in rear. 

The Diplomatic Corps occupied the next posi- 
tion; and the space immediately in their rear waa a»- 
aigned to the late Speaker, Clerk, and Members of 
the Senate and House of Repreaentatives. 

The Ladies, and aucb peraona aa, by die roles of 
the Senate and arrangementa of the committee, were 
admitted within the Senate cheunber, occupied the 
steps and the residue of the portico. 

The President elect then read the following 

IMAUOURAL ADDRESS. 

FeLLow-cmtSKs: Without solicitation on my 
part, I have been ehoaen by the free and voluntary 
suflfrages of my eotintrymen to the moat konorable 
and moat ret^wnaible office on earth. 1 am deeply 
impressed with gratitude for the confidence reposed 
in me. Honored with thia distinguished considera- 
tion at an earlier period of life than any of my pre- 
decaasors, I cannot disguise the diffidence with 
which J am about to enter on the discharge of my 
official dntiea. 

If the more aged and experienced men who have 
filled the office of President of the United States, 
even in the infancy of the republic, distrusted their 
ability to discharge the duties of that exalted atation, 
what ought not to be the apprehenaiona of one ao 
much younger and lesa endowed, now that our do- 
main extends from ocean to ocean, that our peo- 
ple have so greatly increased in numben, and at a 
time when so great diversity of opinion prevails in 
regard to the principles and policy which should 
characterize the adminiatratioik of ourjgovemnient.' 
Well may the boldest fear, and the wiaeat tremble, 
when incurring responaibilitiea on which may de- 
pend our country'a peace and proaperity, and, in 
some dwree, the nopea and happineaa of the whole 
human ramily. 

In aaauming responsibilities so vast, I fervently 
inv(dce the aid of that Almighty Ruler of the am- 
verse, in whose hands are the destiniea of naticms 
and of men, to guard this heaven-fkvored land 
against the mischiefs which, without His guidance, 
might arise from an unwise public policy. With a 
firm reliance upon the wisdom of Omnipotence to 
sustain and direct me in the path of duty which I 
am appointed to pursue, I atand in the presence of 
this aaaembled multitude of my countrymen, to take 
upon myaelf the aalemn obligation, "to the beat of 
my ability, to preserve, protect, and defend the con- 
sutution of the United States." 

A concise enumeration of the principles which 
will guide me in the administrative policy of the 
government, ia not only in accordance with the ex- 
amples set me by all my predecessors, bat ia emi- 
nently befitting Ijie occasion. 

The constitution itself, plainly written as it is, 
the safeguard of onr federative compact, the off- 
spring of concession and compromise, binding to- 
gether in the bonds of peace and imion this great 
and increasing family of free and independent 
States, will m the chart by which I shall be di- 
rected. 

It will be my first care to administer the govern- 
ment in the true spirit of that instrument, and to as- 
sume no powers not expressly granted or clearly 
implied in its terms. Thegovenment of the Uni- 
ted States ia one of delegated and limited powers; 
and it is by a strict adherence to the clearly granted 
powers, and by abstaining from the exercise of 
doubtful or unauthorized implied powers, that we 
have the only sure guaranty against the recurrence 
of those unfortunate collisions oetween the fi^eral 
and State authorities, which have occasionally so 
much disturbed the harmony of our system, and 
even threatened the perpetuity of our glorious 
Union. 

"To the States respectively, or to the people," 



have been reserved "the powera not delegated to the 
United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by 
it to the States." Each State is a complete sover- 
eignty within the sphere of its reserved poweii. 
The government of the Union, acting wittun tfar 
sphere of its delegated authority, is also a e o m pkt a 
sovereignty. While the general govemment sbmild 
abatain firom the exerciae of autnority not cleariy 
delegated to it, the Statea abould be etjually earefiil 
that, in the maintenance of their rights, they do 
not overstep the limits of powers reaerred to mett. 
One of the most distinguished of my predecessors 
attached deserved importance to "the support of Ae 
State governments in aD their rights, aa the moat 
competent adminiatiation for our domeatic eoocenis, 
and the surest bulwark against anti-republieaB teo- 
dencies;" and to the "preservation of the geoersl 
government in its whole constitutional vigor, aa the 
aheet-andior of our peace at home, and aafiMy 
abroad." 

To the eovemraent of the United Statea baa beso 
intrusted Uie exclusive mameement of onr foreign 
affairs. Beyond that, it wieus a fiew general eou- 
merated powers. It does not force rrform oa the 
States. It leaves individuals, over whom it casli 
its protacting influence, entireljr free to improve 
their own condition by the legitimate exerciae of aD 
their mental and physical powers. It ia a eommoa 
protector of each and all the Statea; of eveiT mai 
who Uvea upon our soil, whether of native orMrdgn 
birth; of every religious sect, in their wordiip of me 
Almighty acoordine to the dictates of their own oon- 
scienoe; of evenr sliade of opinion, and the most 
free inquiry; of*^ every art, trade, and occupation, 
consistent with the laws of the States. And we re- 
joice in the general happiness, prosperity, and ad- 
vancement of our counti7, which have been the a& 
spring of freedom, and not of power. 

Thu most admirable and wiaeat syatem of well 
regulated self-government among men, ever devned 
by human minds, has' been tested by its aocecasfiil 
operation for more than half a century; and, if pre- 
aervad from the uaurpationa of the federal govern- 
ment on the one hand, and the exercise by the Stales 
of powers not reserved to them on the other, will, I 
fervently hope and believe, endure for ages to eoine, 
and dispense the blessings of civil and relirioua lib- 
erty to distant generations. To effsct objects so 
dear to every patriot, 1 shall devote myself witk 
anxious solicitude. It will be my desire to gnaid 
against that most fruitful aource of danger to the 
harmonioua action of our aystem, which conaisia is 
aobsdtnting the mere discretion ami caprice of tke 
'executive, or of majoritiea in the legidative depart- 
ment of (he government, for powera which hsn 
been withheld from the federal government by tie 
constitution. By the theory of our govemmeot, 
majorities rule; bat diis right is not an arbitrary or 
nnfimited one. It is a right to be exercised in sub- 
ordination to the constitution, and in coofbrmity lo 
it One great object of the constitution waa to it- 
strain majorities fVom oppressing minorities, or en- 
croaching upon their just rights. Minorities bm 
a right to appeal to the constitutiou, as a shidd 
against such oppression. 

That the blessiligs of liberty which our coDStita- 
tion secures may be enjoyed alike by minorities 
and majorities, the executive has been wisely ii- 
vested with a qualified veto upon the acta of the 
legialatuie. It la a negative power, and is conaem- 
live in ita character. It arreata for the time hasty, 
inconsiderate, or unconstitutional legislation; iovitta 
reconsideration, and transfers queationa at issue be- 
tween the legislative and executive departmeats to 
the tribunal of the people. Like all Mher powm, 
it is subject to be aound. When judicioMysiii 
property exercited, the oonatitution itaelf may be 
aaved from infraction, and the righta of all pi e aen eJ 
and protected. 

Tne inestimable value of our federal Union iitt 
and acknowledged by all. By thia ayatem of mu- 
ted and confederated Statea, our people are per- 
mitted, collectively and individually, to seek taeii 
own happiness in their own way; and the cone- 
quencea have been moat auapiaou*. Since tht 
Union waa formed, the number of the States has 
increaaed fVom thirteen to twenty-eight; two sf ihesi 
have taken their position aa maniben of the eooM- 
eraey within the last week-' Our population Im 
increased from three to twenty millions. New eo» 
munities and States ore seeking protection onto 
its tegis, and multitudes from the Old World sit 
flocking to our sbdtes to participate in its UeasiiigS' 
Beneath its htiriga sway, peace and prosperity pit- 
vail. Freed ^ram the burdens and misems of*^ ««. 
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our trade arid intercoarae hare extended throughout 
the world. Mind, no longer tasked in devising 
' means to aoeomplish or resist schemes of ambition, 
usurpation, or conquest, is devoUng itself to man's 
trueiptarests, in developing his faculties and pow- 
era, and the capacity of nature to minister to his en- 
joyments. Genius is free to announce its inven- 
tions and discoveries; and the hand is free to accom- 
plish whatever the head conceives, not incompatible 
with the rights of a fellow-being. All distinctions 
of binh or rank have been abolished. All citizens, 
whether native or adopted, are placed upon terms 
of precise equality. All are entitled to equal 
rights and equal protection. No union exists 
between church and State; and perfect freedom 
of opinion is guarantied to all sects and creeds. 

These are some of the Uesoings seciued to our 
happy land by our federal Union. To perpetuate 
them, it is our sacred duty to preserve it. Who ' 
shall assign limits to the auiievements of fiee minds 
and free hands, under the protection of this glorious 
Union? No treason to mankind since the organiza- 
tion of society, would be equal in atrodty to that 
of him who would lift his nand to destroy it He 
would overthrow the noblest stiucture of human 
wisdom, which protect* himself and his fellow-man. 
He would stop the progress of fiee government, and 
involve his country either in anarchy or despotism. 
He would extinguish the fire of liberty which warms 
and animates the hearts of happy millions, and in- 
vites all the nations of the earth to imitate our ex- 
ample. If be say that error and wrong are commit- 
ted in the administration of the government, let him 
remembOT that nothing human can be perfect; and 
that under no other system of government revealed 
by Heaven, or devised by man, has reason been al- 
lowed so free and broad a scope to combat error. 
Has the sWord of despots proved to be a safer or 
surer instrument of reform in government, than en- 
lightened reason? Does he expect to find among 
the ruins of this Umon a happier abode for our 
swarming millions than they now have under it' 
Every lover of his country must shudder at the 
thought of the possibility or its dissolution, and will 
be ready to adopt the patriotic sentiment, "Our fed- 
eral Union — it must be preserved." To preserve it, 
the compromises which alone enabled our fathers 
to form a common constitution for the government 
and protection of so many States and distinct com- 
munities, of such diversified habits, interests, and 
domestic institutions, must be sacredly and religi- 
ously observed. Any attempt to disturb or destroy 
these compromises, being terms of the compact of 
Union, can lead to none other than the most ruinous 
Mod disastrous consequences. 

It is a source of deep regret that, in some sec- 
tions of our country, misguided persons have occa- 
sionally indulged in schemes and agitations^ whose 
object IS the destruction of domestic institutions ex- 
isting in other sections — institutions which existed 
at the adoption of the constitution, and were recog- 
nised and protected by it. All must see that if it were 
possible for them to be successful in attaining their 
object, the dissolution of the Union, and the conse- 
quent destruction of our happy form of government, 
must speedily follow. 

I am happy to believe that at every period of our 
existence as a nation, there has existed, and con- 
tinues to exist, among the great mass of oii^ people, 
a devouon to the Union of the States, which will 
shield and protect it against the moral treason of 
any who would seriously contemplate its destruc- 
tion. To secure a continuance of that devotion, the 
compromises of the constitution must not only be 
preserved, but sectional jealousies and heartburn- 
ings must be discountenanced; and all should re- 
member that they are members of the same political 
family, having a common destiny. To increase the 
attachment of our people to the Union, our laws 
should be just. Any policy which shall tend to 
favor monopolies, or the peculiar interests of sec- 
tions or classes, must operate to the prejudice of 
the interests of their fellow^citizens, and should be 
; voided. If the compromises of the constitution be 
j.rvserved, — if sectional jealousies and heart-burn- 
ings be diseoootenanced, — if our laws be just, and 
the government be practically administerM strictly 
within the limits of power prescribed to it, — we may 
discard all apprehensions for the safety of the 
Union. 

With these views of the nature, character, and ob- 

i'ects of the government, and the value of the Union, 
shall steadily oppose the creation of those institu-^ 
tions and systems which, in their nature, tend to 
pervert it from its legitimate purposes, and make it 



the instrument of sections, classes, and indixiduals. 
We need no national banks, or other extraneous in- 
stitutions, planted around the government to control 
or strengtnen it in opposition to the will of its 
authors. Experience has taufht us how unneces- 
sary they are as auxiliaries of the public authorities, 
how impotent for good, and how powerful for mis- 
chief. 

Ours wss was Intended to be a plain and firugal 
govemmeil ; and I shall regard it to be my duty to 
recommend to Congress, and, as far as the execu- 
tive is concerned, to enforce by all the me^s within 
my power, the strictest economy in the expenditure 
of the public money, which may be compatible with 
the public interests. 

A national debt has become almost an institution 
of European monarchies. It is viewed in some of 
them u an essential prop to existing governments. 
Melancholy is the condition of that people whose 
governmmt can be sustained only by a system which 
periodically transfers large amounts from the labors 
of the many to the coffers of the few. Such a sys- 
tem is incompatible with the ends for which our re- 
publican government was instituted. Under a wise 
policy, the debts contracted in our revolution, and 
during tie war of 1812, have been happily extin- 
guished. By a judicious application of the revenues 
not required for other necessary purposes, it is not 
doubted that the debt which has grown out of the 
circumstances of the last few years may be speedily 
paid off. 

I congratulate my fellow-citizens on the entire 
restoration of the credit of the general government of 
the Union, and that of many of the States. Happy 
would it be for the indebted States if they were 
freed from their liabilities, many of Which were in- 
cautiously contracted. Although the government 
of the Union is neither in a legal nor a moral sense 
bound for the debts of the States, and it would be a 
violation of our compact of Union to assume them, 
yet we cannot but feel a deep interest in seeing all 
the States meet their public liabilities, and pay off 
their just debts, at the earliest practicable period. 
That they will do so, as soon as it can be done with- 
out imposing too heavy burdens on their citizens, 
there is no reason to doubu The sound, moral, and 
honorable feeling of the people of the indebted 
States, cannot be qnestionea; and we are happy to 
perceive a settled disposition on their part, as their 
ability returns, after a season of unexampled pecu- 
niary embarrassment, to pay off all just demands, 
and to acquiesce in any reasonable measures to ac- 
complish that object. 

One of the difficulties which we )iave bad to en- 
counter in the practical adminisuation of the gov- 
ernment, consuls in theadjustment of our revenue 
laws, and the levy of the taxes necessary for the 
aupportof government. In the general proposition, 
that no more money shsU be collected than the ne- 
cessities of an economical administration shall le- 
Suire, all parties seem to acquiesce. Nor does 
lere seem to be any material difference of opinion 
as to the absence of right in the government to tax 
one section of country, or one class of citizens, or 
one occupation, for the mere profit of another. 
"Justice and sound policy forbid the federal gov- 
emment to foster one branch of industry to the 
detriment of another, or to cherish the interests 
of one portion to the injury of another portion of 
our common country." Inave heretofore declared 
to my fellow-citizens that, in "my judgment, it is 
the duty of the eovemment to extend, as far as it 
may be practicable to do so, by its revenue laws, 
and all other means within its power, fair and just 
protection to all the great interests of the wnnle 
tlnion, embracing agriculture, manufactures, the 
mechanic arts, commerce, and navigation." I have 
also declared my opinion to be "in favor of a tariff 
for revenue," and that, "in adjusting the details of 
such a tariff, I have sanctioned such moderate dis- 
criminating duties as would produce the amount of 
revenue needed, and, at the same time, afford real 
sonable incidental protection to our home industry;" 
and that I was "opposed to a tariff for protecuon 
merely, and not for revenue." 

The power "to lay and collect duties, imposts 
and excises," was an indispensable one to be con- 
ferred on the federal government, which, without it, 
would possess no means of providing for its own 

3i>rt. In executing this power by levying a 
of duties for the support of government, ihe 
raising of retxniu should be the object, and protection 
the tncideni. To reverse this pnnciple, and make 
mrottetion the object, and revenue the inddent, would 
.be to indict manifest injustice upon all other than 



the protected interests. In levying duties for reve- 
enue, it is doubtless proper to m&t such diecrimi- 
pations within the revenve priiu^, as will afford 
incidental protection to our home interests. "Wfftdn 
the revenue limit, ^ere is a discretion to di'^lmi- 
nste; beyond that limit, the rightful exere!«e o? At 
power is not conceded. I'he incidental pirrtection 
afforded to our home interests by discrimina- 
tions within the revenue range, it is believed will 
be ample. In making discriminations, all our home 
interests should, as far u practicable, be equally 
protected. The largest portion of our people are 
agriculturists. Othera are employed in mwiu&e- 
tures, commerce, navigation, and the mechanic «no> 
They are all engaged in their respective puranits, 
and their joint labors constitute the national or 
home industry. To tax one branch of this home 
industry for the benefit of another would be un- 
just. No one of these interests can'rightfiilly claiiR 
an advantage over the othera, or to be enriched by 
impoverishmg the others. All are equally entitled m 
the fostering care and protection of the govemmeuK 
In exercising a sound discretion in levying discrimi^ 
nating duties within the limit prescribed, care should 
be taken that it be done in a manner not to benefit 
the wealthy few, at the expense of the toiling mil- 
lions, by taxing Umttt the luxuries of life, or arti- 
cles of superior quality and hic^ price, which can 
only be consumed by the weiJthy ; and Mrkat the 
necessaries of life, or articles of coarse qudity and 
low price, which the poor and great mass of oar 
people must consume. The burdens of govern- 
ment should, as far as practicable, be dicmboted 
justly and equally among all classes of our popular 
tion. These general views, long entertained on this 
subject, I have deemed it proper to reiterate. It is a 
subject upon which conflicting interests of sections 
and occupations are sopposM to exist, and a spirit 
of mutual concession and compromise in adjustiiig 
its details should be cherished by every part of «nr 
wide-aprsad country as the only means of pre- 
serving harmony and a cheerful aequieaeenoe or all 
in the operation of our revenue laws. Onrpatriotie 
citizens in every part of the Union will readily sub- 
mil to the payment of such taxes as shsll be needed 
for the support of their government, whether in 
peace or in war, if they are so levied u to distribute 
the burdens as equaUy as possible among them. 

The republic of Texas has made known her da- 
sire to come into oar Union, to foon a part of our 
confederacy, and enjoy with us the blessings of lib- 
erty, secured and guarantied by our constitution. 
Texas was once a part of our country — was un- 
wisely ceded away to a foreign powe i^i a now ind»- 
pendent, and posse s ses an undoubted right to dis- 
pose of a part or the whole of her territory, and to 
merge her sovereignty, as a separate and independ- 
ent State, in ouis. I coogntulate my country that, 
by an act of the late Congress of the United States, 
the assent of this government has been given to the 
reunion; and it only remains for the two countries to 
agree upon the terms, to consummate an object ao 
important to both. 

I regard the question of annexation as beloneing 
exclusively lo the United States and Texas, "niey 
are independent powen, competent to contract; and 
foreign nations have no right to interfere with them, 
or to take exceptions to their reunion. Foreign pow- 
era do not seem to appreciate the true character of 
our government. Our Union is a confederation of 
independent States, whoBepoHcy is peace with each 
other and all the world. To enlarge its limits, is to 
extend the dominions of peace over additional terri- 
tories, and increasing millions. The worid has 
nothing to fear from military ambition in our gov- 
ernment. While the chief magistrate and the popu- 
lar branch of Congress are elected for short lema 
by the suffrages of those millions who must, in their 
own persons, bear tdl the burdens and miseries of 
war, our government cannot be otherwise than pa- 
cific Foreign powen should, therefore, look on 
the annexation of Texas to the United States, not 
as the conquest of a nation seeking to extend her 
dominions by arma and violence, bat as the peace- 
ful acquisition of a territory once her own, by ad- 
ding another member to our confederation witii the 
consent of that member — thereby diminishing the 
chances of war, and opening to them new and ntf 
increasing markets for their products. 

To Texas, the reunion is important, because the 
strong protecting arm of our government would be 
exlendeid over her, and the vast , resources of her 
fertile soil and genial climate would be speedily 
developed; while the safety of New Orleans and 
of our whole aouUiweatem frontier against hostile 
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aegnsaion, aawell as the ioteratto of the whole 
Umon, would be promoted bjr it. 

In the earlier stages of our nalidiial existence, the 
opinion prevailed with some, that our system of 
cenMenuad States could not operate successfully 
over aa extended territory, and serious objections 
have, at different times, Men made to the enlarge- 
ment of our boondarws. These objections were 
earnestly lurged when we acquired Louisiana. Ex- 
perience has shown thai they were not well found- 
ed. The title of numerous Indian tribes to vast 
tiacls of country has been extinguished. New 
States have been admitted into the Union. New 
Territories have been created, and our jurisdiction 
and laws extended over them. As oar population 
has expanded, the Union has been cemented and 
strengthened. As otir boundaries have been en> 
larged, and our agricultural population has been 
spread over alai^ surface, our federative system 
has acquired additional strength and security. It 
may well be doubted whether it would not be in 
greater danger of overthrow, if our present popula- 
tion were confined to the comparatively narrow limits 
of the original thirteen Stales, than it is, now that 
they are sparsely settled over a mote expanded ter- 
ritory. It is confidently believed that our system 
maybe safely extended to the utmost bounds of our 
territorial limits; and that, as it shall be extended 
the bonds of our Union, so far from being weakened, 
will become stronger. 

None can fail to see the danger to our nfety and 
future peaee, if Texas remains aa iodepMident State, 
or becomes an ally or dq>endeney of some foreign 
■ation more {>ower{ul than herself. Is there one 
among our citixeos who would not preGsr perpMual 
peace with Texas, to occasional wars, which so o^ 
ten occur between bordering independent nations? 
Is there one who would not prefiur firee intercourse 
with her, to high duties on all our products and 
mannfiictures which enter her ports or cross her 
frontien? Is there one who would not prefer an un- 
mtricted commuDication with her citizens, to the 
frontier obstructions which must occur if she re- 
mains out of the Union? Whatever is good or evil 
in the local institutions of Texas, will remaim her 
own, whether annexed to the United States or not. 
Noneof the present States will be responsible for 
them, any more than they an for the local institu- 
tions of each other. They have confederated to- 



gethe^ibr certain specified objects. Upon the 
principle that they would refuse to form a perpetual 
imioo with Texas because of bar local institutions, 
our forefathers would have been prevented ftom 
forming our present Union? Perceiving ao valid 
objection to the measure, and many reasons for its 
adoption, vitally affecting the peace, the safety, and 
the proiperity of both coiwtrics, I shall, on the 
broad pnncinie which formed the basis and pr»- 
dueed the adoption of our constitutioa, and not in 
any narrow spirit of sectionsl polioy, endeavor, by 
all constitutional, honorable, and appropriate meaus, 
to consummate the expressed will of the pet^e sM 
gouemment of the United States, by the reaoDex*- 
UOB of Texas to our Union at the earnest practica- 
ble period. 

Nor will it become in a less degree my duty to as- 
net and maintain, by all constitutional means, the 
right of the United Stales to that portion of our 
terriiorv wbieh lies beyond the Hocky mettntains. 
Oiu- title to the country of the Oregon ia "dear 
and uaquestiooable;" and already are our peopie 
pn^Mring to perfect that title by ocenpyiag it with 
their wives and children. But e^ty years a^, our 
population Was confined on the west by Uie ndoe of 
the Alleghaniea. Within that period — within 
the lifetime, I might say, of some or my kearera— 
our people, increasing to many millions, have filled 
the eastern valley of ute Mississippi} advaaturonsly 
ascended the Missouri to its head springs; and are 
already engt^ed in establiahing the M«— it^gf of self- 
government m valleys, of whioh the riven flow to 
uie Pacific The world beholds the peaeeful In- 
umphsoftheindustryof our emigrants. To us be- 
longs the duty of protecting them adequately wher^ 
ever they may be upon our soil. The jnnsdietioa 
of our laws, and the benefits of our republican insti- 
tutions, should be extended over them in the distant 
r^ons which they have selected for their faones. 
The increasing focilities of intercourse will eanly 
bring the States, of which the formation in that part 
ofourteriitory cannot be long delayed, within the 
sphere of our federative Union. In the mean tim*. 
evny obligation iropoaed by treaty or conventional 
stipulations should be sacredly respeoted. 

tn the nwnagement of our foreign rebuioas, it 
will be my aim to observe a careful respect for ths 
rights of other nations, while our own will be tlie 
Bnojea of constant watchfulness. Equal and exact 



justice should e h anwte ri w all ouriMartouw^ 
forsign counliiea. AH alliances having jtVedan 
to jeopard the welfiweend honor of out ^jOBttv « 
sacrifice any one of the national interMK^fOibt 
studiowdv avoided; and yet no oppoctudtyW h 
lost to cultivate a fovoiable uadeataading «ilk bh 
eign govonmenu, by which sur narigitiai ud 
commerce may be extended, and tlie aaipli pnd- 
ucts of our fertile soil, as well m the ■anRfcctum 
of our skillful artisans, find a ready aiaiket and n- 
munerating prices in foreign oeontaes. 

In Uking "cars that tha laws be ftilUUIyex*. 
cuted," a strict perforaiaiMe of duty will b« sncid 
from all public offioers. Rrom these oSotn, Mpe- 
cially, who are charged with the coUeetbn laiSi 
buraement of the public revenue, will proamiud 
rigid accountability be required. Aay a^tfafc 
failure or delay on their part to aooooBt for ih 
moneys intrusted to them, at the times and ■ tk 
maimer required by law, will, ki every iB«sace,to^ 
minate the official connectioa of sitdi 'Vfftnlthig «(. 
ficer with the govemmeat. 

Although, m our eoontry, the chief aigi^nte 
must almost of necessity be choasn by a party, ol 
stand pledged to its piineiplss and massuni, vm, 
in his offieial action, M should not be thePxtidea 
of a part only, but of the whole people of the Uaiud 
Slatea. While he executes th« taws with iaim» 
tial hand, shrinks from no propar ntpoaati^, 
and iaithfully carries out in the exeeutiwdqai^ 
ment of the goveinroent the principles and poliqr 
of those who nave chosen him, he abould net (eu- 
mindful that our fellow-citizana who have dilM 
with him in opinion an entitled to the fiill ud lie 
exenisB of their opinions and iudgments, sod tht 
the rights of all are entitled to reaptet add naid. 

Confidently relying upon the aid and niiilime 
of the co-ordinate departments of the govwimait ii 
conducting our public afiain, I enter upon Ike £•■ 
chaige of the high duties which have been umpti 
me by the people, again humUy auppliortiiig ihn 
Divine Being who has watched over and ptMeHd 
our beloved eonntnr from its inlhney to the |iraiai 
hour, to continue His gracious benedietioss ipm 
us, that we may continue to be a proqiennii ud 
happy people. 

On the oonduaion of the address, the oath of olEa 
was administared to the Preaident of ths United 
States by the Chief Justios. 



{tj- Th« Index to th« present volume will be made eut and sent to subecriben in a few weeks.^^ 
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